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"Behold, I Make All .Things N " ew 
(Stenographically Reported) 

. "And he tli&t sat upon the throne said, "Behold, I make all things' new. And be 
. said unto me, WritE!: for these words are true and faithfuL" Rev. 21:6. 

. . 

AT THIS season.of ·the year, I swppose, as usual, many 
people are !l;>usy making new resdluQ.ons. At all events 

we have already,:I dare say, expressed the wiish, quite sin
cerely, -that our fl"iends might have :a Happy New Year~ 
But wishing people a Happy New Yelar will not give i~ to 
them. 

At Cooke's Ohurch last nighlt 'I met With tlwo men who' 
were intoxi'Cated. They were !WOrse .than -that: they were 
thoroughIy 'drunk~ They both wished me a Happy New 
YeaJr. I reaJily did ndt mock 'them !by .returJing the com
pl'iment, 'for as 'I 100ked upon them II knew -that no human. 
Wish for'a H:appy New Year could improve their. condlition. 
They' were going into ·the New Year the same men they 
had been during 'the old year. And in lesser measure, I 
hope~ that is true dfalq Of us. Merely saying, "A Happy 
New Year!" wHI not improve the sitU'a~on Of anyone. 
There is only One Who tan reJally Wish tis A Happy New 
Year, and implement the WisP.. There 'is on1y'One Who 
can reallly make the New Year ~n 'any true sense reaHy 
hapPy. And that One, blessed Ibe His Name, sits upon the 
throne, 'and aeclares His purpose to m!a:ke 'a)lthings new. 
And ,having said ~ He wjn do so, He Ibids John write,.. 
for othe reason ,that His words "are true an:d faithifuII". 

The words df God respecting His human creatures are 
of far greater Importance than all. 'tihe good wishes of our 
fmends: ''He that sat upon the throne said,· "Behold, I 
makeal:I things new." . .-/ 

Th~s yerse ha~ its place in a chapter which promises a 
new heaven 'and a new earth; promises a oonldition of life 
in which aU 'things shalll be f1.'i!w. But it is but aJIl announce
'ment of the cu!lminatlion Of the mvme purpose and pro
gress. God is even now, thouglh men see lit not, in many 
directions milkling thin~ new. And He will 'come to' us' 'and 
e'~feot His purposedf grace in our lives. 

1. 
What are t'he things"that ·God wiU make' new? He has 

'said; "I will make A NBWOOVENANT wiith you," and 

you and I need something better than any covenant that 
we can, make, ,though it be a 'C9venant with ourselves. New 
Year's resdlutions 'are usually elements 'in a covenant which . 
a 'man makes With hi'msel!f. He pI"O!Iclses himself that he 
will begin again, and he.will do certain things lin the New 
Year. 'But ;iIt is a promise· he makes to himself very often, 
a covenant with himself. He may extend it and make 
promises to hiswli'fe, to his chlldren, or to hlis friends. But 
whet1ler or not, it is a human covenant, subject to all hu
man fl'aJlties. And h !is easily broken, !for the reason that 
the human will is weak, tthe human purpose ;is seldom 
constant: Wl!iIe we maY,be perfectlly sincere·in our promise,. 
w~ !have no moral reserve sufficient to give ~t effect. But 
what a blessing it is that ·there is One Who wi'll make 
resolutions !for us, Who makes a new. 'COVenant! And the 
new covenan't is one which God makes with Himself, for 
the reason thalt it is of no use to make 'a covenant with us. 
It. would be broken from .the human side. 'But God has 
covenanted ,with mm~r£ 'to do 'Cerl1ain things, and upon 
. that, dear fmends, :the salvation of every one of us depenthl. 
We must have something more dependaNe than our own 
resolution, than the power Of OUT own will if we are to 
write a new record in ,the New Year. God undertakes to 
save me~ by His own sovereign will and grace. ADd if you 
read the ,tetmS of that new covenant you. will ifind Him 
saying; "I wi}!}" - '~I wiill" - ''IJ Will". 'It is what God 
w11:ls 'to do that ensure's the furore of aU believers. 

~It 'Were. folly for ?Ie. ito ask you :to put your .trust in any
thmg ,which had I'll l:tany human element, for you to 
commi't yourself to anything thlat depends 'for its u1timate 
su'C'cess upon the hum:an wiU. ~ !best of men will fail us. 
One who had had a long 'and large experien'Ce .exclaimed: 
'~Cursed be l1:he man ,that trusteth ~n man, and maketh flesh 
his arm;" To 'trust in ourselves or in others lis 'to pave the 
way 'tor disappoin1ment 'and disaster. But He 'Who sits 
upon the throne covenants With H;ims~}If to do certain ,things 
for His elect people, 'and upon 'the tenns of that covenan't 
we "lust rely. 
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Would you not !like to 'knOw something 'of what God has ... 
wHled for "you? something of what He has planned fur 
you, something of what He is aIble' Ito . '3:COOIIlplish in yo~, 
and for you, df His own good pleasure? Well, one of t1!.e 
things He promises in the new ~venant is to give to men 
a new heart. 'Is not dra.t ~hat we need? It is not~only'II:O 
have new Ciocum!ltances. Oh, ;it does seem ItO me thaJt :the 
church which !bears 'the name df Christ is Q'arge1y oq:upied 
with consideration 01£ human progress oIf what men·may do, 
m what men prom:ise to do. Is. lit not oUr special, our 
peculiar, mission to tell men wha,t God wi1.1 undertake to 
do for them? 

What does He do? Wha.t tt ·the men of whom I spoke a· 
moment ago could be giv~n a new job! They would not 
hold it 'a day. 'I{ :they were given a new house it would not 

. improve their condii'tion. '1{- all their ciocumstances were 
made new, and they were given 'a new account at the bank, 
if aH ,the externa:ls of l~fe were :improved, within a short 
time they wou'ld Ibe just as bad as ever. 

I remember hav.ing in the membership df a church of . 
which I was ·p.astor, a very pecu'1iar man, a man who was 
very sensitive, very tou~hy. He was always stubbing his toe 
agaiinst something, or hurting his elbows 'against somebody's 
comers. Always getting out df sorts, and complammg ~t 
thi~ one, 'and the other. one! His wiife was just aibout as 
a:greeaible as he ,was disagreeaMe. I dften wondered how ' 
two such 'Characters came' ,together. Perhaps it lis 3:"provi
dential ordering 01£ 'events SO".-as 'to miintain a balance; it 

'would be too much to have two of a "kind [n one house. 
You often find ,tha.t when one ~ember' of the partnership 
is paJI'ticularliy 'talkJative, ,the other Qne is reticen!t -and quiet. 
lif Mr: Somebody is a gr,eaJt talker, Mrs. 6ome'body mus't be . 
a great Ilisten!!r. S'\1'e must have' cultivated pa,tienlce. 

In -this case :this u'gly-dispos~tioned man had"·3, wife who 
was of an unusuail\y' 'Composed, placl{i sOrt of cNsposition. 
qne day I :taJIke'd 'with hera:bout her dNlficultlieS. Somebody 
e~e had hUTt this man; or 'at leaS't he imagined he hac! DeeD 
hurt. I said, "Well, Mrs. So-and-So, perhaps i!f you were 
b?'th,;to go somewhere .~lse, YOll!' husband might be ~p
pler. She shook her heau and srud, '~I should have no hope 
of improvement ,in. that way, p.astor. We should just take 
our miseraJble 'se'l~es with us." ;l'suppose it W'OUld not be 
very long before he wou'id fin'cl the misery in his head 
again. Most of our trou:blesarewi'tlhin; no't in our circum
stan'Ces, but in ,what we are, oUll'Selves. 

But the grace of Ood promises us a new interior, a new 
he~t, :11 new engine house, a new eha.m:ber where aiffections 
and desires originaJte, a n~w spring !for Hfe !itself. That is ' 
what we need: '~Create in me a clean heart, 0 GOd; and 
renew a 'Iiight spirit within me." . . -

Have you seen 'an un'tidy housewife, a woman who has 
the ifa:culty of getting things topsy turvy everywhere. She 
may ib"ea very excellent woman, but she has not an orderly 
mind. Sh,!'! has ~ way df having things out ()If Iplace, upside 
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Would. you not iike to,have on~? Suppose someone were 
t~ offer you one, wha,t then?' Suppose 'someone were 
to offer you 'a new. house - Casa Loma, for instance! 
Would you !be very proud of it? You would say, "What in, 
the 'world can 'I do w~th it? I have not:hirig to put into it. 
I muM not 'aJfiford to 'keep it up." What !is the use 0.£ a 
new car ,i!f you cannot buy gasoline to run it. And the 
Lord has pronllsed us power, the power of the Holy Ghost 
resildenit wi~n us. He ilras prom:isOO us the very power 
'whidh created worlds. . 
, He Who makes aIq ·thlngs new, promi~s us, not only 
: a new heart, but" a· new Spirit to, dwell w!i:thin us. He 
p~ises to make us new creations. You ~not have. a 
real'ly Happy New . Year ucless you are a new cre'ature :in 
Ghrist Jesus. To one who'lis born again ()lId things are 
passed away, he is made a new creature entirely, everything , 
is changed. And be'cause he is changed within, you soon 
discover a change without. ' 

And then He puts a new song in our mouths. We are 
called oul{: of daJI'knesS into Hght ·tha,t .we may 'show forth 

. ~e praises Of Him Who ha'th'so called us. Our lips ought 
to be fiIleid with 'the pra!ise of 'God. 'Every act, every word, 
the whole aspect of life ought to reflect the divine glory: 
"Be!h()ll'd, I make 'aIl1 rllings neW." We otight!lX> have a new' 
song. We are going to have a new heaven, and some day 
there willI be a new earth wh,ere'in qweUeth righteousness. 

-no 
, down. Suppose 'a man were to furnish a model home for" 

sll'ch a wi;fe, and 'a place for everyfuing, and everything in 
its place! How 'long would it remain a mode'! home? 
Within a week ~t w~d be just .as disOrderly as ~e old 
one, unless you 'Could give beran ol'derly mind, and syste
matize her ri!fe. You would -have to begin the reformation, 
no:t without, but within. And it is ever so. ' 

And He Who sits upon the ,throne, who has power ,to 
effect His purpose's 'df grace, promises to a:ll who Will receive 
i't, 'a, new heart. He promises anso a new spIrit, a new mo
tive power. l)i{i anybody give you a new motor oar for 
Christmas, or New Year's? I 00 not suppose they did. 

God has ipifiJlli,te resOUI1Ces, an{i He will make al~ things 
new; We aJre going "to have :a new church if aI,I is well, 
belfore thlis time next year; everything w'lll be new except 

, the outside wal!ls. There wiUIbe new Seats, a new organ, 
new f.loo~ coveting, ne:w .lights, new everything. 'But what 
we need mOfe than ,that 18 that WE SHOULD BE NEW, 
tha't we should renew our. 'Conselcr'a.tiOI1-, yie1d ourselves 
afresh to God.' , . 

1: am 'solU')' for many boys .and girls ~n, our day. I often 
wisIh we coul'cl put old heads on young. shoulders. I wish 
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boys and girls could look on life through the eyes of people, 
who are more experienced. . 

'I 'remember 'my: father's 'Counsell1'ing. me. Many times' I 
thought.he was'a bit ~~d-fash!ioiled, when he was very much 
younger !\han I 'am now. He 'always seemed older to me, 
df'COurse. Often after I ibecamea minister I went to him 
for ·advice. But J though't 'I. belonged ,to a new generation, 
and that I was a little wiser than he. ';1 'have lived to find 
that the things he told me;were true, and that he was speak
ing out of his own experience. To this day there :is never 

join us 'in a week of prayer." I said, "How many days dQ 
yOu have?" !He said, "Five." "Well," I said, "We have 

. three regular prayer meetings every week in the year. Wi11 
you join us?" He said, "I wish 'I 'COuld get !my people to 
pray." . 

. a day, ,I think, 'tha:t passes dunng the course of which I 
do not think of' some element of 'his Counsel, and I often. 
wish I 'coul4 go to him anrcl say, '''What 'YOu ,told me was 
true. You were w'iser ,than I. You had been along the 
road before me, -and you saw !the pitfalls, the dangers which 
I did not see." " 

How emptyalfter a!11 are '!he pleasures of this qife! How 
eaSily young people 'are led astray by 'the wrong sort Of 
company. 'I ha~:, grieved over, it 'again 'and .. 'agairi When I 
have seen a yeung girl, just [n her 'teens, and for the first 
tix~e in her [i:fe some young fellow begins to pay her at,ten
cion. He may not be worth !five cents '3. c·arload. 'But it is 
the first time 'anyone has ever been .particularly 'a'tt~tive 
to her, and she loses' her head, and suddenly she thinks 
Prince Charming has rome to her. But oh, whl1lt end~ 
trou'})le her father 'and mother have, and when they try to 
adv.ise her, they 'know n9thing at aN! Si1ly girl·thl1lt she is! 
.you had better listen to what father and mother have to 
say. And you boys, too. 'I have seen 'little boys who ,thought 
they' became men by smoking cigarettes. I knew of 'a, 'great 
busin'ess man who, when young tfeJIlows-came seeking em
ployment, said to them: "First df :all, 'let'me see your hand." 
And when he discovered stains h~ said, "I have no place 
for you ;in my organization." '~But I come with a good 
recommendation,'sir." "Your recommendation ~s in your 
hand. You are layirig the foundation for a rie~us wreck; 
I wOuId not :touch you." He would not . have 'any man in 
his employ who was 'addicted to that habit. 

'I say these things because you young people who are 
Christians are the.speciaq objects of the deVi,l's 'attention. He 
would seek to leaki you astray, not by' putting before you 
. some open, flagrant, wrong, but just by ~eading you off into 
. worldly ways, spoiling your spiritual life, breaking your 
fellowship with God until by and by you become just a 
giddy thing. 'I re'ad ·the other day of a 'Certain important 
man giving ·a dance to his employees. Someone says, "You 
are very narrow. Do you think there is any harm in that?" 
JIf you have had any experience you wiH know ilhat there 
is a world olf hatm 111.' it. I bllIppen ,to know that that par- '
ticu}ar m'an was a churoh official, prominent in religious 
affairs. But what a poor example he was setting to young 
people! . 

'In this New Year, let us be 'altogether new .. Let us give 
ourselves w'i-~ 'a now devotion :to the Loid Jesus .Christ. Let 
us be peculiar, let us be odd. Your Pastor is very odd -
ail unusual sort of man. '1 saw :a~ list of services in our 
neighbourhood, a universal 'Week of prayer, five services, at 
whicl1 :BrO'ther So-and-So, and Brother So-and-So will pre
Side. On'ce a year 'a few churches ge't together to have a 
week of prayer,and then spend 'all their ~e in preaching 
instead' Of praying, talking a9:>out praying, instead of pray
ing. I never get :an invitation !to them. I did one year -
by telephone. His caU was .mis'laid somehow, 'and I did not 
get it for some tlime. I was supposed to 'Call him, but I did 
not do so. And when I found his number and called him 
a week or so after, he said, "We wondered if you would 

We are peculiar, I s~ppose. It Iii; peculiar .for anyone ~o 
believe. 'But ,the Lord Jesus says, "Behold, I make all things 
new." And !if you profess to be a'disciple of :the Lord Jesus, 
you ought to be so now that you will be peculiar--=- new .. 
in your outlook, 'in your habits, in your speecp, your con
duct, different !It every way 'bet~UlIe you llIre a citizen of 
the now Jerusalem, :and' you are getting ready for the new 
heaven and now earth. Let 'US be" new men in this New 
Year. Let it be our endeavour, as GOd he'lps us to do it, 
to put off the old man, :and to put on the new. Only thus 
can we have a Hl1Ippy New Ye·ar. May lit be ,the portion of 
every one of us! Let us ask God that it may be so. 

o Lord, we 'come to One Who has said, Behold, I do R new 
thing in the ·earth. We want Thee to do a new thing in our 
lives. We ask for grace that those of us who are' Thy 
children may be enabled every day we Iiv~, to show that we 
are new men and new' women, new boys and new girls. And 
we ask for those who are not yet Thine, that their hearts 
may be opened to the reception of Jesus'"Christ, that so they 
may become new creatures in Him. We ask it for His name's 
sake, Amen. J'anuary 1, 193'9. 

THE EARLY CHURCH 
With no power except the "irresistible might 01£ weak

ness"; with. no we'a!l.th except the. riches of glory inherited 
through her heaveniy citizensh.lip; refuSing aH compromise . 
with the world, dedining aU patronage of kings and em-' 
perors, she nevertheless went forth 'conquering and to con
quer, till in. a few years she Ihad undermined the whole 
cdIossal fa:bric Of paganism. Arid might not the church of 

. Ghrist 'CIo. the' same to-day if she were to return to this 
primitive ~deal? and !if renouncing. her dependence on 
human resources wealth 'and power and soCial prestige, 
she were to inscribe upon her banner 'that anci~nt motto: 
"Not,thy might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord." -A. J. GORDON 
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,Jarvis Street . Baptist Chur'ch Faces a 
. \ 

New Year 
The letter which follows was sent to, the membership of Jarvis Stritet Baptist Church. We feel certain that 

our Gospel Witness family within reach of T~onto' will desire to join i~ the. prayer, praise and testimonY of t~ 
New Year's Morning Service. There may . also be those whom God would have join in the t,mnual Christmas 

. . . 
Thankoffering. The world-Wide ministry of "The Gospel Witness" is made possible by the missionary interests 
0/ Jarvis Street. Could f!J.e also' show Om- gratitude to God for this weekly messenger in .this tangible way7 .... 

December 17th, 1957 
Dear Fellow Member: 

First of.al1 I write to .rem:in"d you. ~ our gre'at New Year's Morning $ervice whic!h will be held in Greenway 
Chapel'at 10;30. The blessing of last year's service, ~ogether with· the motto text,: ''Go Fo~ard", rem:a4ned with us, we 
felJ.;t, throughout the entire year. The servi~ in i·tself is unique. On th'at datte we stand las' a o'hurch, as !fanilIies, and as 
individuals, on the threshold'of a neW year. It is an occasion df refilection whicll calls for loudest and heartiest pralise 
to God for His aJbou~d'ing mercy 1lhroughout the year just past. No people have more ·cause· to rejoice 'and thank God. for 

, His a'bundant goodness than we who forin the membership Of JarWs St. Baptist Churdh. ' 

1n facing another year we 'are made extremely conscious of our need for cti.vi.ne guidanCe and help. The pray- . 
en, as well.as the pra;i.ses whlich characterize all our New Year's services, 'are usua!lly in humilrity and fervency Of a very 
'special kind. It is a tJme when, as before our God we bow, His presence is made very real. Without fail as we come' 
. before Him with seeking hearts, we experience lin a very definite sense 1he !f.ulfilmeDII: of His p~, "Draw nigh to 
~, and he.will draw nigh to you." .. 

Weare hoping to see every member present, who is 'physlk-a:Ily able to attend. Also we look fOIWatd to seeing 
the faces,and hearing the voi~es of many old frien<4. ~." .'4;, ~.,. • 

• ...oItoIoII.:. • •• ';J", •.. ~ 

The other matter is 'albout our AnnuaJI Specia1 Christmas ThankdHenng -which willI be received nat Lord's Day, 
December 22nd, or 'as soon thereafter as posSible. The thought df oU'r heavenly Father's unspeaJka'ble gi.ft of graCe in 
His Son, and our eternal salvation in !Him, mcites in us, as we may feel led, to express in 'IlhiS tangible way our sincere 
gratitude to Him. Enclosed you. will find anenveiope for your dffer!ing. 

With wazmes.t Christiian regards, ~d looking forWard to seeing you next Lord's Day, ·~d very specia1'ly on New 
Year's Morning, I am, . 

Affection"3J1:eily, your Pastor 

'THE ONE' AT 
What men.had dreamed, the wise men saw tha't night, 

The glory of a million stars in one, 
The moon became a dark-drenched candle light, 

The Milky Way outsplendoured and outdone. 

What men 'had yearned to hear, the shepherds heard, 
One song that held the music of the sky, 

All other singings as a muted bird, 
All harmonies grown quiet until they die. 

BETHLEHEM, 
What prophets longed to see. dear Mary saw, 

The Everlasting God. a Child appear. 
How pale the brightest col~urs of the Law. 

How incomplete the visions of the seer! . 

One Star. one Song. one Light across the sheep, 
One God. one Saviour for our wayward race, 

One Book. one Cross. one Hope our souls to keep. 
Till one Day we shall see !Jim face to face. 

. -ROBERT BARR 
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The Bible Doctrine of Salvation 
/ 

By Dr. C. D. Cole 
Dean.Emeritus of Toronto Baptist Semi""", 

V. THE EFFECTUAL CALL 

WE ARE :'3lboUt :to write wpon one of the mOiSt neglected 
. truths of the ·Bible. There was mum said a'bout it 

during the Puri.tan period, and later !by Spurgeon and 
others, but today there is only a voice here and there deal
ing with this Bible doottine. We dare say that nine out of 
ten churclh members wocld not '«:Yen hazard 'a guess. or 
opinion !=Oncerning this blessed tru'th. • . 

The word "call" is sometimes used to ~ress the act of 
naming,as, "Thou shalt callI !his name Jesus" (Matt. 1: 21 ) . 
At other times the word lis employed to d~ote the act of 
inYit!ing or summoning; as lin Luke 14: 13: "When thou 
makest a feast, c'al!! the poor ; .. " In the Greek New Testa
ment diflferent words rare used f9r namirig and invitlJ!.g, 
but in our English Bible the word "call" is used Jor both. 

'When the word "'call" is used for 'inv'iting, we must dis
cinguish between a calq that is not heeded :and One that is 
successful or d'feotual - one that IS responded to. The 
chief aim of the 'gOSpeIl is to canl men to salva'tiion through 
faith in Christ. Now ·it ii.s obvious tbrat many' such ta!l1s 
go unheeded, 'and men remalin lost, notwithstanding plain 
prea'Ching and urgent appeals. On the otiher 'hand, we 
see the preadh~ng of the gospel effective lin many cases -
we see lives tran9foimed by it. We may see a 'lost man 
ignore and reject the gospel rat one time, and ·then the 
next time or at some iater time, he is saved by it. What 
m~es the difference? The preacher? No, for it may_ be 
the same preacher in both instances. Is the difference 50 
tlhe gospel? No, ifor i.t 1S the very same gospel in each case. 
The difference in rthe gospel? No; for lit is rthe very Same 
gospel in each Ic'ase. 'f.he diifiference is made by the Holy 
Spirit in His rlight-giVing ·and 1ife-giving power. When 
the gospel is preached "in word on~y", that :is, without the 
quickening pOwer. df the Holy Spirit, the sinner. remains 
s¢ri.ruaIly dead, 'and wI,illl be either 'indifferent or anrtagontis
tic to the gospel call. 

The effectuial call is j~ 'about equiiv'alent to regenera
tion. In 'Rom. 8: 30 .we are given the cha!in of DiVine acts 
in salvation: ·"Mo.re0ver whom he did predestinate, them 

:hea!lso ql!llled: and whom he. ca:Ued,' them he :also JUSti
fied: and whom he jusMied, :them he affsro glorified." It 
is to be noted th3Jt '~calqed" 'is' used rather ·than "regener
ated". Christians are I often denominated ''the talled" , 
~ well as "the born aga!in" . 

L 
~ptures That -Distinguish the Two CalIs' 

There are ~t!wo 'Calls from God to men. One is the gen
eral 'Call 'and goes t6 :a~l who he'ar the gospe'l with ,the 
physical organ of 'hearing; :the olher is special and effects 
the sa:lvation of 1lhose :to -whom it is 'given. Men come into 
a saved state by this Div.ine 'eaH. Men·ate saints by call
ing. Paul addresses the saints 'at Rome and Cor'inth as 

. those '''called to be sai,n'ts" . 'Paul preached ·the gospeIl 
indiscrimin'atelly to Jews ·and Greeks ·at Corinth. To the 
natural Jew it was 'a scandal, and ,to the. narural Greek it 
was fooliShness, 'mut unto 1Ihem which are cal:led, both 
Jews and Greeks, Ouist the poWer of God, :and the wis
dom of God." 'I't was on~y the 'dalled among both groups 

who sarw the power. and Wisdom of God !in :the plan Of 
sa!lvation th~ugh the crucified Christ. 

Let us look at some &ripl1ures· that \lpeak oif a genera:l 
call. In Provo 1: 24 God says: . "I have caMed and·ye refused; 
I have stretcl1ed. out my hand and no man regarded." 
This call was extema:lrly ma:de by God through tlhe proph- -
ets, and was universally ~gnored - no man regarded. In 
Matt. ·22: 14 we read, "For many are called, ·but few' are 
chosen." Here is a 'CallI that C:ame to a greater number than 
waS chosen and·saved. In the paraUe df the great supper, 
recorded in 'Luke 14, none of .those who had been invited 
came - they 1a9.1 with one consent began to make ~cuse. 

Now !let us 'COnsider some 'Scriptures that speak of a 
special 'and eflfectual call. In Rom. 8: 28 we are told that 
all ,things work together for good "to them who are the
calJrled according to his putpOSe". iHere "the caIrled" means 
more .than ":the invited", for many are invited to come to 
Christ who never come and ·hence are not s'aved, and to 
whom aJl:l th5ngs do not work together for good. In Rom. 
8: 30 we read .that .the called are also justified. But many 

. a:re'called by .the prea.ching of the· gospel who are not justi-
. fied. Paul is .wri1ling about a call 1Ihat is effectual in salva

tion when he says to the ConntHians, ''For yeo see your ca1l
ing, rbrethren, how that not many wise men alfter the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called." In 2 Peter 
1 : 1 0 we are exhor.t:ed to make our calling and election 
sure. In rall these passages, cailing 1S more than a mere I' 
. outward invitation to believe' the gospel. 

II. 
The·Nature of the Effectual Call 

1. It is subjective· OT internal. There is an outward or 
objective call ~n which the gospel is presented or offered 
to the sinner. The sUlbjelctive or mterna!l 'CaJI!1 is made within 
the sinner. In this calll grace operates on the mind and 
he·art. In this 'oall the Spirit 'COmp~ls them to come in; not 
by forcing die ·wilq, burt !by changing the.zntind and heart: -
by changing the governing disposition Of the soul - so that 
they become willing. 'Bancroft defines the effectual ca:ll in 
these words: "·By the erffootual invitation or ca!l[ is meant 
that exercise df .DiVine power upon the souq, immediate, 
spiritu:al, and ·supern:a.tura!l, which oommunicates a new ~ 
spiritual life, 'and thus makes a new mode of spiritual ac
tivity possible. Repentance, faith, trust, hope, and love, 
are purely and simply the sinner's own acts; !but as suc!h 
are possiMe to hiim only in viItue of the change wrought 
in the moral condition of his facuIties by the re-creative 
power of God." 

2. It is a special call. There is a genera[ 'Ca!ll whenever 
and wherever the gospel is preached. God is sincere in this 
call, and·ithe sinner·.'is responm1>1e to heed it, !but the fact 

. is he never aoes, The special call is sometlhSng over and . 
beyond the preaching of the gospel. The specia[ call is 
made to those who are denominated sheep, elect,' pre
destinated, and ~s 'a!lways effective. Oh·rist srud, "My sheep 
heal' my voice, and I know them, and they fdHow me: _And 

. I ,give unto·,them. eternal Ure, 'and they shaH never peri'Sh" 
(]no. 10:'27, 28). And speaking of the 'lost sheep among 
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I 
the Gentiles, He said, "And other sheep 'I have which are' The general call is Jike the !father ca11ing Johnny to get 
not of this !fold: them 'also I must bring, and .they sha,ll -up early 'in the morning. He says "okay doke", turns over 
hear my vorce" (Jno. ,'10: 16). Paul recognized the elect and goes back to sleep. The caH did not bring him out; 
~hen the. Gospel 'Came not unto them in word only, but 'it had no effect on him. The speciai call is the father com
a:lso in power, and in the Holy Ghost (1 Thess. ~:5). ing in thlrty minutes later. He puUs off the cover _an'd 

'Bunyan 'illustrates the di!ff~nce between the general puts on the cowhide. This is effectual and ,brings Johnny 
and the' specia:!' call by the barnyard hen. She ha~, a gen- out. . 
eral cluck .to ·which little attention is-given, ~d· she has oR H. Carro~l liKens the general call to !lheet lightrung 
a spedial duck for her 'biddies ,when the hawk "is about to which is bea,ut'i~ull ~d gran-d, but st~es nothing; the spe
Swoop down upon theIIl; - the cluck that brings them cial c-al'l lis like forked iightning1 :it strikes somewhere. 
flying ,to find prote'<;tion under her wings. So God' has 'a 

special caB that bIiings His lost sheep to find shelter and 
safety beneath the spreading wings of Calvary. 
. Spurgeon finds an 'iJ:lustration oIf this special call in' the 
pl).ysic·al resurrection df Lazarus. He says that rf. our Lord" 
had not addressed Lazarus personal!ly, saying, "Lazarus, 
come fo~th,'" all the dead would have lived at· His com- . 
mand. . 

Our Lord m'ake'Sa distinction between· the spiritual and 
- physica:l resurrections 'in Jno. 5 :.25, 28. He is speaking of 
the spiritual resurrection .when H~ says: "The hour ·is com
ing and now is; when the dead shalq hear the voice of the. 
·Sonof God; and ;they that hear shall live." He is. spea:king 
of the bodily resurrection w'hen 'He says: "Marvel II:ot at 
·this: for the' hour ,is .coming, !in Itlhe which ·all "that are in 
the grave'S shatl hear his voice, And shall come fortn .... " 

3. It' is a miraculous and invincible call. Peter says it 
is a call out of darkness "into his marvellous light .( 1 Peter 
2:9) .. Christ says that it·is 'a 'CalI that makes the dead' to' 
H~. This tall h'as the poWer of God behind k It is the 
mighty Spirit of God working 'in grace to make the sinner' 
see his helpless state and the value df ·the blood of Chris~. 
To successfully· ·resist this call would mean that the sinner· 
is mightier than God. There was 'death and corruption in 
lJazarus to ,keep him from responding to Christ's command 
to come furth .. But 'there was power from God that over~ 
came all natura.[ dbstacles. There 'is likewise mu'O'h in the 
sinner to resist ·the GoSpel cal~, but ~n the effedtual C'ali 
of the 'Spirit this resistance is overcome. The effectual ca,ll 
is 'a Divine call that start!l"es the careless sinner into co:p.cern; . 
a call that enlightens the sin-darkened understanding; a 
cal~'l that opens the sin-dosed heart to- receive Ch~.ist as Lord 
and Saviour. Apart from the work of the Spirit ·the. word 
df the Spirit wil~ be rej'eC.ted. Unless the Holy Spirit creates 
HgIh't within the soul, the light within the Book will not be 
seen.· The power of 'converSion 'is not ·in the inspiration or 
perspiration of .th.e preacher, but in the illumination ana 
reg-en'eration of the Spirit. . 

, \ 
'The out.ward call of the gospel by ·the prea'Clier may be 

likened to the "law indicting the crimin'ail and 'Calling him 
to tIiia!l; the ~cial call is the sheriff 'COming m' contact 
with the criminal, arresting him and bringing him into 
court. The criminal's refusal to sulbmit to arrest is no proof 
:that he .is superior to ;the law; but if the law is unable to 
. bIiing him into "Court, that. wouM be proof that he is 
stronger than lI:he law. Now when the ':preacher calls upon 
sinners to repent ~d believe the gospe1 and they refuse, 
this does not indicate tha.t the sinner :is stronger than God. 
·But if the iHoly Spirit c'aHs !him - romes to . grip with his 
darkened mind ·to give light - comes to work repentance 
and faJith 'in h~ - comes to gave him, a new 'birth - and 
does I)Ot succeed, then ·that 'WOuM be prodf that tl:J.e sinner 
was stronger than God, the Holy ISpirit. Human depravity 
is toO muon for' the pre:a'Cher, but not·'too mu'Ch for -the 
Holy Spirit. This is w!hy we pray for God to convert the 
sinner when we 'h'ave preached to him. 

III. ' 
The Necessity of the Effectual Call 

1. Human depravity - the 'COndition of f'al'len human 
na~ure - makes a spec'ial and supernatural C;l1ll necessary 
fur the conversion df the sinner. Man by nature has his . 
understanding' darkened. by sin, hIs heart is hard, and his 
mind lis enmi'ty against God: If the sinner ~oved God and 
understood the gospel, he would at Ol)'Ce; on,hearing the 
goppel, lovingly and gladly' respond to ·the good news about 
Christ :as the Savaour. But he must . undergo a 'Change of 
mind 'and hea~t before he will' receive Christ 'as Lord and 
Saviour. And thiis change is not se1f-'Wrought, but God-

. :wrought. Pau~ told Timothy to preach ~n the· hope tlrat 
"~GOd peradventure will give them repentance (change of 
mind) to the acknowledging df the truth; And that they 
may 're'COver themselves out of the snare of the devil, who 
lare ~ta:ken taptive by him at h~s will" (2 Tim. 2:24-26). 

2. This speci'al 'caU of the Holy Spirit :is necessary be
'Cause :tlhe gaspe!l tall ~ ·the woro only .......:. is riot mfficient 
for the 'conversion of the lost man. "KnoWing, brethren, 
be!loved, yoUr election of God. For our gOspel c'ame not 
unto you in ·word .only, but also in pOwer, and in the Holy 
9host . . . " (1 Thess. 1: 5"). -Bunyan says, "I believe that, 
to effectual c'al1lling, the Holy Ghost lIlust accompany the 
Word of the gospel, 'and that wi:th,mighty power." The gos
pel lis sUitable and suiffident as the means df conversion, 
lbut there must also be an agent with power -to effect it. 
Tohere must be the Divine workman ·as we'lI as Divine 
eqUipment. rnhe word is 'a good sword, but there must 'also-
be an 'agent. ~ wlield it. And 'the word lis said to be tl1e 
sword of .the 'Spirit. In the ca!ll tha~ goes unheeded we have 
the gospel and th~ .prea'Cher; in the effectual 'cal:l we have 
the gO~eJl, the !preacher, 'and th~ Holy Spirit. And,it"is the 
Holy Spirit ;Who. ma:kes the gospel effective 'in' the con~ 
version of the sinner. . . . 

The Reason for the Effectuali Call 
.. ,The effectual call ~ the calq of the Holy Spirit ~ the 

call tllat. secures s'alvall.on. - in every case is made in 
pursuance oIf Gdd's etema:l purpose. In' Rom. 8: 28 this 
call is SMd to 'he "~attordli!1g to·h'is·purpose". And 2 Tim. 
1 : 9 'is to the :lame effect: "Who h'ath saved Ull, and called 
us with an .holy calling, not· according to our ·works, but' 

. a.·ccording to 'his own purpose and gra:ce; which was given 
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us in Christ Jesus before: the world began." S'ldvaJt:ion is not 
an accident - it" 'is not a chance ihaJPpenmg - but the 
coming to ,pass. Of God's eternal 'PuI'pOse !in Christ. The 
effectual call is the divine act by which the !foreknown are'. 
brought into a saved state. lit is the inaugurld Of the elect; . 
the induction into saintslHp. Salvation- is Of !the Lord, and 
every ChrilitIan. ShoUild ascribe h~s conversion to the work 
of the Holy 'Spirit .. Every ,Ohristian is a God·m:aQe man, 
and therefore, a grace-made man, since he has not merited 
salva6on. 1It:is God who h'aS made us to differ from the 

lost, therefore, we can hum~ly and gratefully say with 
Isaac Watts: 

"Why was I made to hear T:hy voice, 
And enter wh:i!le there's room; 
When others make a wretohed choice, 
And rather starve than come? 
'Twas ~e same qove that spread the feast, 

.- That sweetly forced us in; 
Else we had sciU refuse'd 11:0 ,taste 
And perished in our sins. ". 

"WHAT IS YOUR LIFE ?" 
CHARLES ~. S~URGEON 

, "Foi- what is ;our lif~? It is even a ~apour, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away."--J&nles 4:14. ' . 

WITH an iintense desire for your spiritual profiting I 
shaH spea!k upon our :teXt 'in two ways; lirst, let us 

consider the truth in the text, 'and secondly, the lessons in 
.t~at truth. . 

1... 
We commence with THE 'J1RUTH IN THE rrEX·T. 

The text begiins by remlindingus that we h:ave no foresight: 
"Whereas ye know not what shaJIlllbe on ,the morrow." .God 
has given us m~ory :thM we may " look backward, and it 
were well ilf we use!1 our memories better for reme'mbrance, 
rdf1.ection and repentance, but 'God ,haS given us no eyes 
wherewith to pry m'to the future. iHe unve!i.ls the past to 
our penitence; but he veils the future from our curiosity, 
Dark 'Clays may be "near at Ih.-and for some of 'US, but we 
do not perceive t;qem. Let us be ·lJh.ank'fUl that we do not, 
for we might multiply our affiict!ions by the foreSight Of 
them, and the prospect Of evil ,to come might cast a gloom 
over pleasure 'Dear 'at hand. As we m:ay !feel a thousand 
deaths in ,fearing one, so may we faint under a thousand 
"ashes ,in dreading a single strok:e. ,1 t 'is good ,aho tha't our 
God conce'als frdm 'US our e'ar.t'hly joys until the time ,of thei'!' 
arrival. Great prosperity rna'}' awalit you, and a consider
able enl~gement of your temporai comfort, but you do 
!l~t know it; and it is as wdl that you. should not, ~or you 
mlgh~ be ~on~ ,~he better for t!he prospC'Ct. Ear:tJ1's goods 
'are lrke brrd-hme, 'and 'are feazifuilly apt to 'glue us down 
-to.things bellow, ~d prevent our soaring towards heaven. 
If then we 'COuld know 'a!Ji1 the pleasurable" events that may 
happen to.,ES, we might become more 'Worldly and more 
earth..!bound 'th'an we are. INone Of us could deSire. that this 
present evil world should have an increased inif1luence over 
us: we are gla'cl 'that .],t shou}:d have less, 'and therefore we 
rejoiice ,that its future has such slight power over us be
cause of its being unknown. 

No, we Cannot see far, I3.I1d ,those who 'act as ,if they could 
'~see 'into eo:ming days b'ehave' ~f foolishly. Hear ithese 

people. whom J'ame.,s desoribes; they boast most ,wretchedly: 
they will go. 'into '~he city, they are" sure they wi1l, 'wha~ is 

. to hi~der ·them? "To-day or to-morrow, we w~l go into 
su'C!h a city," - they have plenty Of time, ana can miake a 
selection according to their pl~asure: they can go where 
they like, and when they li'ke. They see th~mselves with pro~. 
phel!ic gl'all'ce entering 'in at the city gate, and they are 
fully 'a8!lp.red that they shall "'COntinue there a yeM". Of 
cOurse, a year, cll:a.t isa sma}!} matter: if they plea~e they 
will stay ~onger.· ,They 'a!llot 'themselves a 'lease of three, 
seven, fourteen or twenty-one years, at discretion; at leaSt 
they talk as iif they oouqd do so, They are going into ·the 

City to ''buy and seW': they 'are sure of dw.t too. Of 'Course, 
. they will not be, laid up with sickness; othey do not fear that 
acCident or disease wiU 'keep them -away from market, or 
hinder the active transaoting df their ibU'siness. No, 'they are 
gQing to buy and sell, ,and such is -their conf.idence, in thell' 
own superior 'a:bilities that they are sure to make -a prOfit 
of it: the m~rkets 'cannot fa!lq below the price which they 
have 'fixed ;in their own minds, neither will they make bad 
debts, nor 'incur other 1osses, for they have decided that 
they wiH "get 'gain". Hitherto they have been sel'f-made 
men, and they mean to go on m'a'king themselves, urttil1!h.ey 
put 'the ifinishiing stroke !by 'addmg, a few more thoUsands. 
They have vlisions of going on to fortune. Ah, 'Ye prophets, 
yc arc~ going to yo).1.r graves! This is 'a sure Ol'ac'le. The tomb 
wHI. be your o~ly patrimony, and the shroud your sole pos
sesslOD. Let none df us :ta!lk Of wbat we reSIQIlve to do at 
some fUo~re' date. Look well to 'the present, ;for that is 
all1 the tIme' we can· be sure of, and there may be little 
enough of that. "Whatsoever ,t):J.y hand lfiinde'Vh to do, do 
it '\viltlh thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest." 
TlJ,us said the ,wise man; let wise men take heed Of his 
counsel. 
. The apostl.e emphas'izes the foUy Of t!his supposed fore

slght by tdling us that we cannot even reckon upon anotihel" 
day. You have come close up ,to the end of 'March, but 
if you reckon upon what you ,Wilq do upon the first Of ~pril, 
you may find !by the event that you 'are a !fool. You may 
get to the· last' day of the year; but i'f you reckon on a new 
year, you may'be giving new proof Of your.unwisdom. Even 
in clle morn;jng we cannot make sure of ,the eventide, nor 
in the evening 'OaIIl we reckon uPO!l ,tihe morning. James put 
the marter. s~rongly When he as'ks: "What is your me?" 
You do not know whrut is going to h'alppen on the morrow, 
for you do not know your own Hfe. What is ~t? 

The text divides ~,tself iinto.an emphatic quesaon, "'What 
is your Iife?" and an instruttive answer: "It is even a 
vapour, tha:t appeareth 'for a 1ittle time, 'and then vanisheth 
away." 

F.irst, we have an emphatic question: "What is your'lil£e?" 
,For solidity, 'for stability; What is it? What is there. in ;it? 
Is it not 'composed ()If such stuff 'as dreams 'are m:ade of? 
The breath df your nostrils is not more unsubstantia!l than 
your 'l;ffe. There, breathe it out! On such a morning as 
'this Y01,l see your breath; b.ut !it 'is only in your sight for a 
moment, and then. it vanishes 'away. Your own breath is 
a fair 'Picture of ,the fl'imsy, airy thing which men mH. life. 
What is your lilfe? Wha:t ;is it for 'continuance? Some things 
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last ~whlle, and run adown the centUries.; but what-is your 
life? Even gaaments 'bear some litt!le wear'and tear; bull: 
what is your life?' A delicate 'texture; no. roIbweb is a tithe 
as frill. It win !faii!l ibefore a 'touch, a breath. Justinian, an 
em~ df Rome, died by gOing !into a·. rOOm iwhloh had 
been newly painte'd; Adri~, a 'Pope, was strangled by a 
flly; 'a consui struck his foot against his own :threshold, and . 
his ifoot mortified so that he died thereby. There a,re a 

;thousand gates to death; and though some seem 1:0 be nar
row wickets, many souls have passed t!hrough them. Men 
hljl.ve been choked by 'a grape stone, killed bya ti1e falling 
from the rodf ofa house, pdisoned by a drop, carried off . 
by a whiff of foul air. I 'know not w'haJt there ill that ill too 
'little to slay ·the greatest Iring. I,t is a InaIl'Vcl ·that man lives 
at alL So unstable 'is our 1i!fe ithaJt the apostle says, "What is 
it?" So frail, so fragile is !it, tjjh:at he does nOt caJil 'it a tllower 
of the field, or ithe snuff oIf a candle, !but asks, "What ill our 
life?" It lis as !if he had said---lIs it an~ing? l's it not a 
ne'ar approa'Ch to n0t¥ng? . 

Have you ever noticed how David answers this question 
in the thirty-ninth 'Psaqm? He says in the fiiftJie'th verSe of 
that psalm ,that man is vanity. What is vanity? 'It is nothing 
;in reality, it is merely the pretence of something; i't is an 
idle dream, 'an em~ty conceit, a deluSion, a make-believe. 
Such is man. But he says more than 'tfhat: he declares that 
every man is vanity. 'Princes, kings, philosophers, the strong
est, ;the healthiest, the a!1>lest, the most virtuous - every 
man is vani'ty: among 'the' millions Of mankind none rises 

. above this 'dreary 'State of nothingness. He says more than 
,that: ~e writes - every man at his best state is van~ty: 
when he is in ,the prime 3II1d gIlory of h~s life, ·when he is 
moo healthy and y.igorous, when his eye is dearest, and his 
mUsCles are f.iImest, he is ~t~ll no better than sheer vanity. 
David go.es even ifurther, for thus he speaks - <'Every man 
at his best stat"e is ,altogether vanity;" rthat is, he is nothing 
but vanity,. ,there IS nothing more en'd.uring about him. He 
is 'gone with a puff; he spends 'his }"e'ars as a We that is 
told. Do not overlook one ~ore emphatic word wh'ich David 
sets in ;the foI"clroIl!t of -the ~tence,"Veri1'Y," as if he was 
quite sure df it, and 'COuld not tolerate 'a question upon the 
subject - "Verily, every man at his best state is altogether 
vanity." 

Have you ever observed how Job, when 'he speaks of our 
life, sets us a sign in each of ,the ,three elements whereon we 
dwell? See hill nin'th cha.pter, a.t ·the twenty-fifth ·verse. He 
says, "My d'a')'S 'ljl.re 9W5!fter than a post:" here is an emb'lem 
upon the land. Orien'taJI 'kings employed swift-footed run
ners and horse's :and dTOmeidaries, 'and these 'to the Oriental 
imagination were the very beau idea~ of speed: even we, 
before the days of electricity, knew of nothing I£as~er tlhan 
the royal majj!l. Job :therefore well sa')'S, "My days are swifter 
than a post" Then he bids us qook to sea, for he says, 
"They are 'PaSsed ·away 'as 'the swift ships;" shIps which are 
bl,lilt for speed 'seem to fly 'as on Wings when· they spread 
their sails to a ifavouring wind. We ought not to view ships 
at seas without rememlbering the brevity of our days. But 
lest we should stN'llforget, the patriarch further J·ikens his 
days 'to "the eagle .that hasteth ·to the prey." As ·the vUlture 
sp'ies from a distance tha:toarcase df a cam'dl, and descends 
upon it with hasty sweep, so our life hastes to desCend. Thus 
eart'h, sea, 'and :air ,all remind us of the speed a.t which Hfe 
flies toWards its 'end. 

St. Augustine used to say he dlid not know whether to 
call It a dying life or 'a tiving death, and I 'I~ave you the 
ch~ce between those two elOj>ress'ions. Thi~ is c-ertainly a 

dying life; its march is ID.'aiked by graves. Nothing but a 
continuous mliracle keeps :any one df us. from ,the sepulchre. 
Were omnIipotence to stay lits power but for a moment, earth 
would rerum to earth, 'and ·ashes to aShes. 'I.t is a dying 
lilfe: and equaillytrue is it that it is'a Hvling dmth. We are 
always dying.. Every beating pulse we tel~' leaves but the 
numlber less: tihe more years we count in our liife, the fewer 
remain in whldh we slral'l behdd the light of day. While 
we are· sitting ~11 ~n this \;louSe,. the earth is revolving 
round the sun, 'and bearing us 'al11 through stpa'Ce at an 
'amazing rate. We are aU moving, ·and yet we do not per
ceive it; even so while you are listeniJ?g to this semlon you 
are all being borne onward" towards eternity at lightning 
speed. All though we were @id in the bosom df some mlighty 
angel,and he ,With outstretched wings darted a!long like 
a flame.of fire, we are ever unging our onward way. Though 
wed:ream tih'at we 'are a't a stay, yet we never rest for an 
inlltant. The stream is bearing' us oIllW'ard: we are nearing 
the C"atall'act. 'Ever mu~t we obey 'the mandate - '·Onward, 
onward, onward." From ch~ldhood to youth, from youth 
to manhood, If'rom manhood to'grey old age we march 
.onward in serried ranks from which no man can retire. 
We tarry not even when we Slleep; we are continual1y mov-

. ing fOI'W~rd l!like 'the waters of yond-er river, on whose banks 
we find a halbi-tation. What, then, :is our' life? That is a 
ques'tion whiclh remains to a large degree! unanswered and 
unanswerable. 

Yet our 'text ·a!ffords. us what is in some respects an in
structive answer. 'It does not so mU'ch tell us what life actu
al'ly" is as what it is ij:ike. "It is even 'a vapour." James com
parell our life, you see, to 'a very subtle, unsubstantial, flimsy 
thing - a vapour. If you ~'ive upon an eniinen'Ce, from 
whi'ch you'can look down upon. a stretch df country, you see 
in the early morning a mist 'covering. aU the valleys. It is 
smgull3:r to mark :the tops of the great elms appe'aring ·aI:!ove 
it, . like islands in' a sea of cloud, with perhaps here and 
there a church spire rising li'ke a ~a.np pyramid !from 'the 
w'as~e of mist. In 'a 'little time yO'll lodk :from the same. win
dow, and the vapour has a!Il vamshed. It was so iIlh'in, so 
fine, so '1l1u'Ch like 'gussamer, -that a breaith of wind ha!s scat
tered it, or peradventure the. sun h'lis dr-awn it aloft;a:t any 
rate, not 'a tl'a:ce 'of that all-encompassing vapour re'malins. 
Such lill·your.l''ife. Or you have marke'd a cloud in the west
ern sky, illuminated with fume m:arve'lq~s lights which 
flowed during those extr'aoidinary .sunsets, 'the li-ke of which 
none of our fathers had seen. You lookeid at the jewe'ned 
mass; it shone in the perfection df 'beauty, 'and all the 
colours of 'the rrainbow were !blended in lits hues: in another 
instant, '10, it was not; it was gone past ali ~all. Such is 
toUr life. This morning; as we 'came hither, we saw our 
breath: it was before our eye for ·an hlstanlt, and .anon it 
had gone. . SU'dh is the pi'Cture ,which James presents to us .. 
"What is your Hfe? 'It 1S even a vapour." 
. iRe 'Proceeds to exp1alin !h1s own S}"IIlIboI in a sentence 
wh'i'Ch ill full df meaning: "Itt is even a VaipOUT, that appear
eth.". Notice that. .He does not speak of· it as a substance, 
hawng a ,true existence, but says that it "appeareth". 
Vapour is 110 ethereal, phantom-lffke, 'and unreal, .that it 
may rather be said to appear than to sca.rc~ly know that 
you had. 'en'te~d it, for it would 'POsSilblyappear to be Ihe 
thinnest of mist. The vapour which steams from your mouth. 
how 1'igbt, how' airy,' it is next door to no'thlng; it only 
"aq>peareth". And such is this Ii1fe -:- a dream, ·a vain show, 
an a'PPa.t.ition of the night. Hal!f our joys and sorrows are 
hut the pretence of joy and the shadow of S'Orrow; and 'the 
most of things 1!b.'rough which we tra~l are not what they 

- ( 
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seem. We ~ught to know this lin a practita1 way, and set 
less store by the things which are seen, whkh 'are tempqral. 
This life "appeare'th". - that :is all. . 

Further the apos'tle says, "It' appeareth for a little time." 
It is 'Only a very 'little while that a man Uves 'at the I'OngeSt. 
C'Ompare la man's life' whh ,that of ,a: tree. There is so 
strr16ng a c'Ontrast between our present s!h'OI't Me and that 
df a cedar, Of 'an 'Oak, that to set forth the l'Onger life 'Of 
saints in the millenn:ial'age ,the: Lord says, "As ,the days of 
a '~e are th~ days 'of ~¥ people, 'and mine elect shaH 10ng 
enJ'Oy the work 'Of 'thelI hand!!." In that happy age men 
shaJlflouris'h 10ng ro; !the trees of the forest; but noW a man 

, stand'ing beneath an oak is a mere i.n!fant compared with 
the boughs ,which oVerSh'adow h1m. A hundred years ago 
that oak seOOled every ,way laS veneraJble as :it does to-day, 
whereas the man was :then unth'Ought of by his grand'Sh-e. 
Compare 'Our life with 'lftIe existen'Ce of this W'Orld; I mean 
not the presen~ s'tate oIf the earth as fitted Uip for man, but 
I aHude to those unknown 'ages Which intervened between 
clJ.e present 'arrangementa.n~ that beginning wherein God 
created tihe heavens and the earth. Th~ long eras of fire 
and water, the reigns 'Of fishes 'and reptiles, the periods of 
tropical heat and pOilar ~ce, make one ·think of man as a 
thing at: yesterday. Then contrast oUJr I}:ife with the being 
of the etema:l. Lord: 'and what 'is man - man when most 
veneralble with yea.n;? A Methuselah, what is he? He is but 
an insect born in the zp.orning's sunbeam, spOrting in the 
noontide J'lay, and' dead ,when the dews begin t'O fail. He 

, appeareth for a li1l1!1e while. I , 
. \ 

The parallel is fUl'ther consumma;ted 'by 'the apostle's add· 
ing, "And ~hen vanish~th awa'Y~" The cloud is gone 'from 
the m'Oun'tal-n. Where ,is it? 'It has vanished a.way. No trace 
of it is left: neither can you recan it. We 'too shalH soon 
be gone: g'One a's 'a, dream when ()IDe awaketh. With the most 
of us 'Our remembrance win be short. 'Many loo.ve us con~ 
cerning whom it wou'ld bea p'ity that they shoUld be re
membered; wMle many fail to l!ive for others and tlhere
fore ,their fe'llows speedi~y forget them. Amid, dte crowded 
cemetery a single grave IS lost; amid ten ·thousand deaths 
n'O one ?«;partur~ 'Can long abide in human memory. As 
far as 'thiS, world ~s con'Cerned we 'a!ll shall iby-and-by vanish 
~way. Then shaH 'OU~ near c'OIIl'p~nion 'say of u,s, 

"One m'Orn I missed him on tJlie accustomed hill 
Along the heath, 'and near hlis favourite tre~; 

Another 'came, nor yet beside the rIll, ' 
-N'Or up ,the lawn, n'Or at the wood was he." 

The air has fellt the passing-bell, and n'Ow the stars look 
down upon a stone writ Iatge ~th "HERE HE LIES!" 
0; the dews shaU wet a 'grass..gJ'lOWn mound, gi'I't about 
Wlth ~rambles, On' whiCh 'a !few wild' flowers have sprung 
up spon~eouSly to slhow how life sha:II yet triumph o~ 
death. Chtldren may. :bear our <nam(;:, 'and yet a JouI'th 
generali'On sh'a!l.l quite f'Orget .that we ever sojourned in this 
reg'~'On..Su'Ch is our Iliife - "a' vapour, that 'appeareth f'Or 
a lIttle tIme, and ilien vanisheth 'a.way." This is the truth' . 
you ,know it, but I cannot ~mpress it upon your hearts a~ 
~t 'Ought to be impressed; hence I invite you t'O jp'in me 
10 the prayer, "So' teaCh us to numiber our 9ays, that we 
may apply our hearts un'OO wisdom." 

fl. 
ISec'Ondly, let us now learn THE lJESSONS 'WHIC!H 

LIE WITHIN 11HISTRtroH. May ~e read mark learn 
d ,. rdl d" ' , , an mwa Y' ~gest the same. 

Fmt, If 'this life be unsubstantial as a vapour, - and 
ndbody can deny ,the·'fa{'"1:, - iet us regrurd i:t as such, :and 
let us seek f'Or something sulbstantiaq elsewhere. 

"This world's 'a dream, an empty show; 
But the great world :to which I go 
Hath joys S'Ubstantiad and sincere: 
When shall I wake and find me there?" 

It may be weill to m~ke 'the best of both W'Orlds; but of this 
poor W'Orld nothing can ibe made unless it be viewed in 
the liight oIf another. This is a poor ·withering life at the 
best, 'for we 'a!l'l do fade as a leaJf. Un1ess ,we ptlIpOSCly live 
with a view to -the next woi1d, we 'cannot make much 'Out 
of our present existence. 'Su'ch cast c:lou'ts :and rotten rags 
as ,this poor present world 'Of time and sense, ~ never be 
made up into an array in which a man W'Ould ~ to robe 
himself. At the same ,time, d'O not be frighte!led ait the 
unh'andsome f'Orm in which this life oat times 'a.ppea.rs: !it is 
after aU but 'a vapour; and wh'O will ,be alarmed at i.t? 
Do not be 'Overjoyed as he was who hoped to embrace a 
goddess,and was deceived by 'a cloud: ~t is 'a!fter aH but a 
semiblance; its sorrows are scarcely W'Orth ;a tear, nor do its 
joys deserve a ,smHe;' vanity 'and vapour are things which 
wise men set sma!l:l store by. Chlld~ .roay be pleased with 
the bulbbles ,whrclh they blow by' the :aid 'Of an old :pipe and 
a piece d~ S'Oa.p; but as tf'Or men wh'O' have put away chil4ish 
things, they ought not t'O be greatly mQved Iby the -things 
of ,this life, for they are but bu!Wles of less brilliance and 
less substance than 'those whi'Ch delight:the boy. "Vanity of ' 
va.n'itlies, saith ;tihe P'reacher; a'B IS vanity." Let the lower 
lights burn dim~y' bef'Ore your eye; they :are more sparks, 
they are quenched Ifull soon. Let us grip the etemal, and 
~it loose 'by the temporaL The jewels 0'£ eternlity Wi.~l glitter 
in our crowns when aU things pass 'away; but the' trifles of 

. this 'li:f~ are as the 'flowers whi'Ch child-ren pluck in the 

.meadows, whid). Witiher in dre'ir hands btf'Ore 'they 'can carry . 
them home. . 

In this 'pla:ce I suggest as your prayer that stanza of the 
po.et, in which he a:ddresses the Wen"bel'Oved thus-

"Show me thy face--
My faith 'and love 

_ Shall henceforth fixed be, 
And n'Othing here have power to move 

, My S'Oul's serenity. 
M y ~ife sha~!l seem a trance, a dream, 
, And all I feel and see 
lillusive, visionary, - Th'OU 

The one realIty." 

NeXit, Is ,};j;fe most uncertain? 'We. know lit is: no one 
attempts to deny it. It is certain that lilfe wi}:} come to an 
end; but it is most un'Cer.tain when it will 'COme to that end. 
Is !it so uncel't'a'jn? Then let us n'Ot delay. 'I W'Ou'ld to God 
I 'cou1ld whisper ·this ,wisdom int'O every 'PrdClaS'tfuator's ear. 
Why d'Ost thou 'halt and !hesitate? 'If'th'OU art desirous to 
he saved 'from :the wrath to come, 'why dost ·thou put it off 
ti'll a to-morrow which may never come? 'Wilt thou.delay 
repenting, and d-ie impenitent? Wiqt 'tliou delay faith, and 
perish 'as an unbdiever? WNt' thou keep back from mercy 
and pard'On, and relfu~e the free grace of God? 'I pray 'thee 
do n'Ot so; for ilf ,th'OU delay another day, it may be thou 
wilt be ,in the land where h'Ope 'Can never come t'O thee. 

,Thlirrk of your 'peril, 0 ye ungodly men! Within an hour 
you may' be alt the judgment-seat oIf God, or in the pit 
of hell. Nothing 'keeps 'you where 'there is hope except a 
thread so fine as to be invisilblle, and so 'eaSily broken that 
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none but 'a madman 'would trust -his soul's destiny upon it. 
Awake, I pray :t~ee! Since death is hastening. haste thou 
thysetf untrl tlhou 'hast found a' refuge in the cleft of the 
Rock of Ages, 'and art safe 1n the amlS of Jesus. Since life 
is so uncertain, oh, 'haste thee, Ohristian to serve thy God 
whlle the opportunity 'is given thee; be d1iligent to-day to do 
th~se works whiich per£e~t saints above and holy angels 
cannot do. Thou wiIt soon Ibe ·where ,thou ~lIt no, more 
givea!lms to the ipOOr, nor instruct the ignorant, nor visit 
t!he faitherless and 'the widow; ,Thou shalt have no oppor
tunit'ies for spea:kingto men aboUittheir souls, or ,winni!tg 
them for Christ, when once this Shadowy life has variishe~ 
away. How earnes'tevery worker ought -to do his work 
well whlle he has 'the 'Opportl!.nity! I have charged myself 
agaiin and 'again - I 'would to God the chaFge 'had been 
more effelctual.- to pre'aclh 

'On a journey woui}d be iii. ruperi1uit)r df absurdity. Alas, how 
many load ,themsellves as if :life's journey would last a th'Ou- I 

sand years, at the least! Some men have ~sed !hundreds 
of thousands of, pounds; when :are 'they gOing to enjoy their 

,wealth? They are getting more and more, and th'is OCiCupies 
, all their time; they are so -bUsy ,cooking that they never 

have time to dine; ,tP~ are ~ taken up with, frli'in'g the 
warordbe that they are all in rags. We do' n~t want a .. ton 
we'ight df candles if we 'are only going to sit; up for a few 
minutes. Let us !be wise enough to suit !the supply to the 
need. ' 

'Is tlime so short? Then do not let us:.fret about its troubies 
and discomforts. 'A man is on a journey" and puts up at 
an inn, and wlhen he is fairly lin the hostelry, he perceives 
that It is a pl()or place, wJth scant !food, and a hard bed. 
"Welq, weH," says he, '~I ~ dff the first thing to-morro~ 
mornli{ig, and so it does not matter." This world,is an inn, 

"As :~ough I ne'er ~ight:pn;~ again, and if ,there are -certain discomforts in it, let us remember 
(\ dYl:ngman to ~y1Og men. . that w~ are not tenants for years, !but only guests for a 

lam persuaded that if we were in '~sion ,of aU ,the day. Let ~ mak~ the :ben w~ can 'Of theJ~porary ac
wisdom tha:t grace wlll 'giv~ 'us, we should do everything - ~~tlon whIch ,thiS poor s~anty df, a. world affords. 
for the good of men most speedily, ''Y'ith deep prayerf'U'lness, ~ ,hfe is removed as a sheplherd s t~t, w'lll'ch ,was a hovel 

, with 'true -spirituall1lfe, and with 'an entire dependence upon In wl}uch the shl?}lherds watched theIr she~. A shepherd 
the Spirit of God for !!he blessing of it. Come, my brother, who has 'to, w~tch the s~eep for a shott .t~e does not set 
what :thou doest do quickly. If ,thou wishest to hon'Our thy ~ ~<?rk t~ hu~:ld a granite ~~, or a bn~l. hou~: he is 
Lord 'whilst t;hou 'art here, 'and win jewels' f'Or rus croWn; sa,tisfied With a reed hut, and does pot ~pl'a:1O of [ts ~~t 
up and at 'it, for the day is 'far spent. ' Thou coon not alfford spa:ce and slender ~ngth. So let It !be Wl:Ut us. Let us ~~ 
tIo wilSte a moment, for -,thou hast much to do, 'and very - togetlher - , 
).ittile time to do :it in. Help tis, 0 Spirit. of the LOrd! ''T'he way may be rough, but it cannot be [ong; , 

'Is lilfe so short? flOes it on'ly 'appear lfor a qinle tUne, 'and So let~s smooth :it with h~; and: cheer it with song." : 
t!ren vanish ~~ay?, ':!'hen let u~ yut aH we can into it. If Must ,Hfe vanish,away? We 'knoW it must. What then? 
life be Short,-lt IS ~sd~ to have no f'al~, but to sow That vanishing is the end, afone life and the beginning of 
every.foot .of ground wllnle we :can. I,t wI~1 be prud:nt Ito another. Dear fmends, may I recommend you to'remember 
pack ou~ J:ittle space as f:Ulll 'as possilble. Somebody saId the that death is the end oIf"this:life?,Do not leave, this li'fe to 
other day o:f our dear frreI).d ~r. Moody; that ~e ,was the lje ,ravelled out at the end. II would like ,to have a weH
odly man who could 'l?I"?noun!ce~'Jerusalem" in two syll- hemmed life, with a finish '3ibout it. I would [ike ,to have 
IaJbles. 1t .shl()ws the actJvltyof the man drat he ca.n speak my life en'dlosed with a ring-fen'Ce of completeness. Too 
as ~ch 10 M«;> syllabl.es as ot~er people can sa~ em four; many l~ve liife's !buSiness tin such a way th'aJt they leave end~ 
~e 'IS ~1'Wa:ys a;t It, workmg for his Master doub~e trde~, ~w- less ,trouble for their ,:families: 'la~yers devour their sub
mg With bo~~ hands. Som~ spe:ak~rs. an: long ,m dehve~ng ,stance, and ,their 'ch~ldren '~ impoverished. See that your 
short sense; mstead Of sayIng much 'in htde, they say lIttle will is made your debts paid your charities distributed 
in qIuch. Oh, /for some one to teach <them to say "Jeru- 'and alq your~faJirs, are arrangJI. Set your house in order; 
salem" in two sylqa:bles! . it .'is your duty as a citlizen; ~,t is your 'higher duty f1S a 

Let us 'Put p1enty of life into our existence, plenty of work Christian. Do all that you ~uld Hke to have done if you 
into ~ur life, plenty of he'art into our work, and 'Plenty of knew you 'WOuld die to-morrow. I like Mr. Whitefield's'
wa:rnit!h 1nto our heart. Oh, may God give us to live while order; for he could not go-to bed comfortaibly i!f his gloves 
we Hve! May we not'on'ly live but !be a:l1 alive. were not in his hat ready for the morning. He felt that he 

'Is q;jfe so short? Then do not ,let us make any very great could-not tell tWh,~n h~ '~ld be caUed away; but he wished 
prov'ision for k 1 have heatcl Of certain people who are so to have everytlHng 10 I'ts place whenever the, summons 
impruden't thaJt: they never lay by 'anything fora rainy day, should come. ' 
to whl()m I would say, "Go to tlhe 'ant, thou sluggard; con- Must this life vanish away? Then recollect it is the be
sider her ways, and be wise: :Whitch having no gUide, over- ginning df another. The life present melts into, ,the life to 
seer, or ruler" 'Provideth her, meat in -the sgmmer, and" come. What kind of 'life 'WiIH 'that other be? Do you not 
gathereth 'her food in the harvest" It would be a poverty- think tha:t iif'it is to be a glorious qife it ought to commence 
snii'Oken woIild irf aPl folilowed the example of improvidel)'Ce 'here? ''Vho would like to enter heave~, could' it be pos
,which' ,is set by 'Certain spiritual i}}Ilunderers. There is a ' silble, 'and feel compelled ,to say, "'1 'Cannot j'Oin in the 
thriftiness wliich we 'all ought :to exercise; but there is no music, for 1 do nl()t 'know the 'tune; I cannot take' up the 
justitfic:a:tion far qaying up treasure which Will never be used. hymn, for _I know no,thing' of >the sOng; I cannot glorify .... 
Ants do not store up grain for sto~ng·s sake: they do but" God, far 'I never did so whlile ibe'lo.w. I cannot ado're the 
divide over ,the wh01e year the harvest of 'a month~ To hoard Lamb, for 'I never trusted in him while 'I was on earth"? 
wp endless gOld its a species df ins'anty. If 'I were going a You must learn the musi'C here, or you wn[ never sing in 
day's voyage, I Should' not '\vish to take with me enough the chdirs of heaven" Oh, that ,this might arouse some of 
biscuit and sa1't beef to Ilast for three years; 'it would only you! 'By 'the memory that this IIi!fe must vanish away may 
cu:mber the boat. One waIkiing-stii'ck is an admirable hel'P, ,you be 'led to seek that 'eternal li:.fe wh1'ch will abide in its 
as I often find; but to carry 'a !bundle of ,them when going excellency woIild without end. - ' , 
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And is death quite sure to come to me? Then, as I 'can
not avoid ~t, let me fa:ce it. Iif there were a way ()f avoid
ing ~t, I might postpone 'ali consideration of it; but since 
I must meet it, let me know what I am at; let me get ready 
for the inevitaJblle, may be it 'wrIl !become desirable. The 
thought of death ·will be one of two things to'us: it will be 
a ghost to'haunt us ~f we remain out of Christ, unreconciled 
to God, 'aDd unrenewed in heart. To Godless and Christless 
persons death wi!li be the king of terrors in prospect and in 
reality. Ungodly men cannot hear to think of being called 
a.way. This morning they feel very unromlfortable while iI 
am treating upon ,this trouhlesome subject. I hope they will 
not soon recover tiheir composure, but will remain uncom
fortaMe tiB they yield to divine love, and trust in the living 
S'avliour. Death is an awfui thing ·to ,those who have their 
al'! in this woI"ld. If they could but 'live here for ever, ,they 
would be 'a:t peace; but it 'Cannot be so. God wili not.give 
men an immortality in this life to spend in disregarding, 
him. They IJ}.ust die .. They maY put Christ far from them, 
but ,they(eannot rput death /far !from them; they may avoid 
the Cross, but they cannot avoid the grave. The ungodly 
man frowns upon dea'th beca~se· death frowns upon him. 
Death is ;the Skeleton ib his_closet; it is the spectre at the 
foot oif his bed; iit lis the canker of ,ms !fairest joy. I would 
not Ii'ke ,to' be ~n such a position. Count me down aU the 
red gold that could !buy 'thls. round world, yet wou'!'4 I not 
a'Ccept it iif I must live in fear of death. ' 

'But death wiH become another dung ,to you if you are 
renewed in heart. To ;the Ohristian i.t is 'an angel beckoning 
h:im onward ~"d UpWard. It w:ere not worth 'wh~le to live 
on earth !iif this l!ife were not to \be crowned by death: I 
mean by leaving this world to go unto the 'Father. It is the 
supreme delight df the man 'Wiho 'runs the race ,that is set 
before him ,that that course conc'ludes with the winning-ipOSt, 
and so comes to 'an end. We are not of those who voyage 
,the sea of this ~ife for the sake of it: we ask not for ever . 
to sail over' this rough ocean, we 10ng !for iand. It is our 
delight to think of the port 'ahe'ad, our joy to see ilhe snow
white dilflfs Of our heavenly Albion. We do not desire to 
live here always. Why should we? B'Mlished from our God, 
Hable to sin, subject to temptation, vexed With in'£iinnities, 
9truggling with corruptions, 0 Lord, what wait we for? 

"Welcome, sweet hour of fuill discharge 
That sets my 10nging ~ou'l at 1arge,. 
l1akes off my 'chains, breaks up my cell, 
And ~,ives me with my God to 'dwell!" 

Believers have everything to gain by dying. "To die is gain." 
. We shall ~ose nothing wkich will be la loss to us. ' If one 
,should take if.rom, us 'a jewe'l, hut should give us another a 
th'Ousand :times its va1ue, we shou'ld not regret $e exchange. 
We Ilose this lilfe, let lIt be such a jew,el as you like, but ~e 
win the lliife to come, whioh IS infinitely more precious. 
Beloved, ~n'Stead df fearing tIe-ath, we wouijd he willing rather 
to depar.tand to :be with Christ, which is far better. Why 
should we be unwiilHng to be glorified? Our departing day 
is our marriage-day. Oh, that .the' bells' would ring it in! 
It is o.ur home-ooming from the sdhool where we have been 
in training here below. Why 'are t;he minutes'so slow, the 
years so ijong? ILet the holidays; the holy days, come soon, 
when 'we 'Sha~l beat home in ,the Flather's lhouse! "It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be," but :it very soon willI 
appear, and l't willlbe'1lo mere 'a~aring - ~t Witl be read 
joy and lasting .pleasure, solid, su\bstan,ti8.'l, eternal, Hke the 
God wiho has prepared it for us tfrom df did. 'It .is a blessed 
thing to be alb1e ,to go through the wor~d th'anIong God for 

. . 
this life, but blessing 'him ye't more thtat it WiI1land us 'at his 
right hand. Death is ,thus stripped oif all dread; the curSe 
is turned into .a Messing. At the thought of it 1 feel ready 
to join in tha.t rough but sweet verse -

'·Since Jesus is mine, 'l'U not fear'undressing, 
But gladly put dff those ginnents df clay; 
To die in the ILord is a covenam hIessing, 

. Since Jesus t<)'glory through death led the way." 

God grant us so to live and die 'that we may 'live to eIre 
no more, tfor Christ's sake. Amen. I . 

A SAVIOUR BORN • 
Christians, awake! Salute the happy n:aorn 
Whereon the Saviour of the world was born; 
Rise to adore the mystery of love, 
Which hosts of angels chanted from above; 
With them the joyfu( tidings first' beg1,ln 
Of God incarnate and the Virgin~s Son. 

Then to the watchful shepherds it was told,· 
Who heard the angelic herald's voice, "Behold, 
1 bring good tidings of 'a Saviours birth 
To you and all the nations upon earth; 
This day hath God fulfilled His promised word; 
This day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord." 

He spake; and straightway the celestial choir 
In hymn~ of joy, unknown before, conspire; 
The praises of redeeming love the" sang, 
And heaven's whole orb with hallelujahs rang; 
God's highest glory was their anthem still, 
Peace upon eart~, and unto men good will .. 

To Bethlehem s~raight the enlightened shepherds ran, 
To see the wonder God had wrought for man, 
And found, witlJ. Joseph and the blessed Maid, 
Her Son, the Saviour, in a manger laid; 
They to their flocks, still praising God, return 
And their glad hearts within their liosoms bum. 

Like. M a'ry, 'let us ponder in our mind 
God's wondrous love in saving lost mankind; 
Trace we the Babe, Who has retrieved our loss, 
From His poor manger to His bitter cross; 
Tread in HiS steps, assisted by His grace, 
Till m'an's firSt heavenly state again takes place. 

The":" may we hope, the angelic hosts among, 
To sing, redeemed, a'glad triumphal song; 
He that was born upon this joyfUl day 
Around us all HiS glory shall display; 
Saved by His lov~ incessant we shall sing, 
Eternal praise to heavep.'s Almight" King. 

-J. BYROM," 
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The Wonder of the. Incarnation 
By Rev. Dinsdale T. Young. D.D. 

"FOT unto you is bOTH this day in the city of .David a Saviour, which is Christ the LOTd." 

(Here is a Chris~mas' sermon by one of the great preachers of London, ·England. who 
died a few years ago. Dr. Young exercised a ministry that was much blessed of God 
as he unfolded the riches of Divine love and Grace at the Central Hall, Westminster.)' 

"BORN _T?'IS DAY!" Is ot!here. an}'thlng remarkable in 
. that? Every day som,eone is born. But if these words 
are Jtrue, then it is~one o!f 'the most remarkable things that 
ever happened; ·and aJbout the otru'th Of these words, thoamk 
God, th'ere is no doubt. ''!Born I\:his day~" Who? Listen. 
"A ~aviour!" If thalt ~s true, and there are a thous~d ex-.' 
perimental rea8O!,!S ;for believing lit, then ilt is the grandest 
news lIlhe. universe ever heard prddaimecl, ~n'd it is of in
exhaustible 1ntereslf: to us 'all. Yes, a 'Saviour was born this 
_day. The worl.d needs a Saviour, 'and you and I need a 
Saviour; and othoa.t grea.t necesgty haS b~ met-'in Christ. 

It was a .marvellous birth. Wonders cluster aJbout it. 
\ Not all the novels that have ever been writlten 'contain such 
'- suvpnsing marvels as are contained :in !this dId, old story. 

Remember, too, it was.a prophesied !birth. Christ was "ilhe 
Saviour promised long," 'arid He was not on'ly promised; 

. but viivio'ly predi'Cted. Was there ever a birth that was 
promised so long, and predicted so viVidly? We should 
study prophecy more tlhan w~ do. And, mark you, this 
prophecy IS one of the. greatest arguments for the inspira~ 
tion of the Bi!b1e. : . . 

, It was' a miraculous hirth.. I say II:hat emphaticaJI.ly. There 
are some people who mainlta!in ,that they C3Jllnot a'C'Cept the 
Bible story df the Virgin Birth. BUt the more [ s·tudy it, 
the more '1 fed it to be phillosophi'CaloIy justifiable. Can you 
think elf God being born into the world apiut from a. 

. mimculo:us birth? I a'CCetpt the Virgin Birth, ·and its miracu
lous clement, wholeheaI'ltedly. Furthermore, I su'bmit tIh'is
that 'no one has a right to ·reject it iIf it is in the Bilb1e. 
Who :am I that 'I should !be Sellective in reading the Worq 
oIf God? 'It 'is all God's _lBook, and 'those Who choose to 
reject certain portiions df it do so a'trI:heir peril. Lei!: me 
pOint' out to You, further, that ';this dra'C~ous b'irth was 
declared from heaven. The angel hosts burst the mystic 
barriers dE heaven, 3Jld tame forth to decla:re 'it. "And sud
denly ·there was wif!:h the angel a multitude 0'£ the heavenly. 
hom praising. Gold, and say!in'g, Glory to God· ',in the h~ghest, 
aJnd on earth peace, good wil[ !towards men.'" 'What a'sen
ten'Ce that is! My dear 01d friend, Peter Macken:tie used 
,to say: "The Lord never had such a work to keep the 
angels in heaven 'as He had When Jesus. was born." I can 
well believe thaJt :if 'ever 'the angels ''gQt !beyond control, it 
was 'then. They aliI wanted to come down to earth to see 
~he wonderfull sight of tlhe Incarnation. Yes, heaven pro
claimed Christ's birth.- . . . . 

One would· have thought that' when heaven itself dis
played such :an interest in His !birth, that He would have 
been born amid 'corresponding eartM'Y splendbuIis. But was . 
there ever 'a greaJter 'Contrast! "There wa:; no room 1£01' Him 
in the inn!". The 'SavioU'r Who was "ho?! th~s day" w:as 
'born in greal!: humiHty. I wonder what the ijnn-kee~r 
'thought 'alfterwards when h~ discovered Who the 'Babe was? 
'1 woulla give a good deal 'to 'know how he felt. He was laid 
in a manger. Think of 'it! The Lord df glory hadJI!is lowly 
cradle among the beasts. Dh, :the wonder O'f His birth! 
But I WIll lteH you 'something that ~s more wondedul still. 

,r 
It is' more wonderlu[ still thai He should have been born 
a.t all}. There must· have been some reason. for it. Wha.t 

'was 'the reason.LTh:a't He might /be our Saviour. That He 
might be ,the Saviour of the world.,' . 

'1 want to· point out, furtlher, Ithat it was a beneficent 
hirth. 'Who was it who was !born ,this day? A Saviour. 
Mark the word. 'It is the fiTSt me we !find' it in 'the New 
Testament. Oh, how. grea.tly men needed a Saviour! You 
say, How 'Can I know Ithat He was so greatl'Y needed? Here 
IS .Ithe answer - look into your own heart, 'and I will look 
into mine. We are sinners; and there is, for eaclh one of us, 
dea$ 010 be if1a,ced, and the Judgment Seat. Oh, haw 
greatly we need a 'Saviour! And 'if He was so greatly needed, 
was not Christ als6 great'ly qualified to be O'I,lr Saviour? 
I shoulO think He was. John·Bunyan. says: "'He is such a 
suJiotJaJbIle. Saviour," and I am sure we can aftd say . "'Amen" 
to that. What pardon, a:.nd peace, and .joy, -and renewal, 
He brings to the penitent sowl! And what power from on 
high He brings, enaJbling ~he redeemed ones to a:chieve all 
that is goo<;I, and true, and ~autiful! Wha.t a Saviour. it 
.was Who'was "bopn th~s day." 

'But read on. It describes Him as "a Saviour which is 
Christ the Lord." 'It is a magruficent description. He is the 
'anointed One, anointed Ito !be a Saviour, anoino1ed by' God 
the Father, and by 'the iHoly Spinto !He !is "Christ the 
Lord." I venture ,to say that thai!: word '''Lord'' has the same 
meaning as the word "Jehovalh" in the Old\ Testament. It 
was ·t1).e most wonderful m'i~de df history that Jehovah 
should be 'born inlto thi's world ':as a li'ttle Babe. "Unto you 
is born this day a Saviour which is Christ 'the Lord." That 
'liut!le phrase, . "unto you" is very sweel!:. !Ii: was said, fiirst: 
oIf alB, to 'the shepherds, and then to the Jews, and then ,to 
all 'people everywhere. For not!i.ce· what i:t says in the 10th 
·verse: "Fear· not," said ;the angel to the shepherds ''for, 
behold, I bring you 'gOOd tidings otf greaJt: joy, which shall 
'be 11:0 all people." Matk that word «all". There is nothing 
narrow aJbout the Christian religion. He is a Saviour for 
all!}, Let tha:t thoughit ring li'ke :a merry be'll in your soul. 
Oh, it is. sweet reading! It was, indeed, a beneficent birth. 
Never did anything so wonQ,el'fuI happen ,to the human 
ra:ce. Never waS there such blessedness made av:a:i.lable for 
man as this. 

It was also a gladdening birth. We want 'something to 
gladden us in Ithese days. Ufe is trying for us 'all, and even 
'the young people have their dark hours. 'I ventu·re to say 
that the most glorious founta.in of gladnesS that ever gushed 
for~ was opened when ChrIst our Saviour'was born. You 
remember that the' angels 'bade otJhe shepherds not to fear. 
You need not fear anything'lf:hat comes to you if you have 
this S'aviour. He is'Chris't ·the 'Lord; He is Jehovah. Is there 
anytHing too hard ifor Him? I's the Lord's a'l'IIl shortened? 
Never! You have the grande&!: guarantee agwnst fear in 
Him Who was born this day. Noti'Ce, further, .tha.t there is 
"great joy" in 'this' g~9 news. Matthew Henry trans1ates 
~t: '~I evangel'ize you wi* great joy." YeS, you are an heir 
of great joy; and how great it is! I,t 'is a joy thai!: comes 
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to aJlil people; it is a universal joy. The One Who was tion to all who w5Il.!1 'accept it; and there we find the origin 
born this day 'brings joy Wherever !He comes. I love to think of .true joy. Take tihat joy out df Ilife,. and lor many of us 
of the multitudes a!ll over the world who find great joy life would ndt be worth Iliving. Heaven met ()ur deep neces
in Hw, people of different ra'Ces, and !temperaments, and sity:in ·the birth df Jesus. In that birth is to be found our 
living in all kinds aif environments. No wonder tha~:, with only hope; for 1>hat !birth. foreshadowed His 3Iton.ing death, 
such a Saviour, we should "feel Hke singing all the time", and If:'hose resources th3Jt made Itha.t aton'ing death for ever· 
yes, and s'i:nging, even: when ~ere are, tears !in our eyes avail. Tennyson says: "When Jesus was born, hope was 
because of sorrow and anxiety. . born" - 'and he was right. What hope in !Him we have 

Is not this 'a!lso 'an instructive birth? !How it glorified of .pardon, of conquered, dea'th, '~d df being "openly ac
God! God was never so 'glorif.ied as He was in the birth qUltted at the Judgment Seat" as ~e has DUt it. What 
of Christ. "Glory be to God on high" sang the angels, "and hope we have of Ilife ,that w'ill go on -through all the glories 
on earth peace, goodWill .towru;d men." Oh, itow the of etboernity,!, .. ~:~. He was\'~bom to give us second birth;" He 
Father must have rejoiced 'in. that wonderful birth! And was' rn' uidJ~ man no more may diie". He was born that 
:it rejoiced all heaven. We have a!lready seen how ju'Dilan't- we migh't carry tflhe brightI).ess df 1hat hope everywhere. 
Ilhe 'heavenly hosts were on the !Lord's birthday. What a Blessed birth! Thanks be unto God for evemnore. 
solid joy it ~ave to men! This lbirtih of Christ imparts saiva- -The Evangelical Christian, 1949 

Miracle .Upon Miracle 
By Rev. W. J. Grier, B.A. 

AFT'ER the feeding of the five thousand with the five . 
bread-cakes and the two little fishes, the Lord im

med'iately sent the, disciples away.' He hurried them on 
'board ship ~ cross the sea. ,!He did not wish them to be,in- , 
fected with the carnal notions df the multitude who wouM 

, have taken Him by force to make Him a king. Then when 
~~ had, dismissed the crowd; He went up into the ,moun
tams to pray. 

At His bidding the disciples were out 'in the sea. A strong 
wind sprang up, beating down upon them - prob~ly from 

. the North or North-West. They had perhaps intended to 
keep" dose to the shore on the five-mile stretch, (or there
abouts) from Bethsaida Julias, in the vicinity of which the 
multitude was fed, to Bethsaida Of Galli1ee near Capernaum. 
T;hey were harassed and distressed by the boisterous wind, 
and though they toiled for houi'S they covered only three 
or four iniles. Moreover, 'as they we~ driven out ,into the 
midst of the sea, they were still far from their destination. 

From His pla'Ce of prayer on the mount Jesus saw them 
in their distress, ap,d came to'them waJlking on the waves 
df the rag'ing sea. He drew near to the ship. They could 
see Him as they sat at the oars with their ba:cks to their 
destination and facing in the direction from which they 
came .. He would have passed by 'them. ,But as the two men 
on the Emmaus road found later, He was willing to come 
~d ·aibide with the,m .. It seemed to them -that it was ,an 
apparition which thus trod the waves, ;and they shriclc.ed 
with fear. Immediately He 'CaJ,ied: '''B,e df good ciheer; 
it is I; be not afraid." Then Pete.- said: '~Lord if it be thou, 
bid me come unto thee upon the waters." And He said, 
"Come." And Peter walked upon the waters. But when he 
saw the fierceness of the storm, 'he was afraid, and begin
ning to sink he cried, "Lord, save me." Immediately Jesus 
stretched out His ·hand and took hold of him,· saying, "0 
thou ,of 'little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" When 
~ey had gone up into the boat, ··the wind ceased, and im
mediately the ship was at the land whith~ they were gd
ing. The disciples ~ors.hipp.ed 'Him, saying, "Of a truth 
Thou art the Son of GOd" (:Matt. 14:33). A tittle later 
Peter made 'a sirni:lar ronifess1on: "Thou art tihe Christ, the 
~on of the living God" (Matt. 16: 16). 'While men were 
saying that He was John the Baptist or one of the prophets, 
Peter had come to share Christ's ,own estimate of Himself 
-that He was a divine person ~e down to earth. When 

Peter made thls great conlfession, Jesus attributed it to a 
special revelation from God (""flesh and blood :hath not're
vealed it unto thee, but my Father"). We are not to thi~ 
!!hat this speciaJl revelation had come to Peter just then; it 
was r-ather 'a revelation given iIi the entire ministry of 
Jesus. ' " ' 

They had ibeen afraid when Jesus came walking ~pon 
the s~. Why did they not ~ediately realize that He who 
had Just fed thousands was 'COming to their 'aid? Mark tens 
us that it was because tiheir 'hearts were hardened ....:. they 
had not understood the 1esson of the multiplication of the 
loaves. Now there is a fuller realization df His glory -
''Thou art the Son of God." There is often, an "ebb and 
flow" of faith with His disciples stH!.' 

Christ here appears as ' 

I. The Son of God Who comes to 'relieve and cheer· His' 
distressed disciples. 
Seeing them tmling, He came to ,them upon the waves. 

When they 'Cried~out in terror, He immediately spoke to 
reassure them: "~Be of good cheer; [t is I; be. not afraid." 
When one of these same disciples was imprisoned on the 
hIe of Patmos, the exalted Christ gave him a cheering 
visi~n of Himselif in the lcidst of His church, and when he 
was almost oveIWhelmed by the slight, laid His right hand 
upon him, and sa,id, "Fear not; I am the firSt and the last." 
The risen Saviour at God's right hand is the same gracious 
Saviour 'as when He was here on earth. He has given us 
the promise, ''Lo, i 'am with you ;alway." He is with us, as 
John Trapp put it, "to protect us, to direct us, to comfort 
u~, to carry on the work Of grace in us, and rin the end to 
crown us with immorta11ty ~d glory." , 

H. The Son of God who comes to succour 11;; weak 
disciples. 

He 'Caused 'Peter to walk on the waves - this was a sec
ond miradle. But Peter's eyes were on the violence of the 
tempest. His faith failed and he was beginning to sink. 
The Lord immediately stretched for1h His .hand to him. . 
He is very 'gracious to weak disciples. When tlieir faith 
fa!lters, He does not fail. r 

One of the many striking oportl'aits in the ,qPi'lgrim's Pro: 
gress" ~s that of Mr. Fearing. Old Honest described him as' 
"a man who had tihe root of the matter in him, but one Of 

- > 
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the most troublesome' pilgrims I met With in all my dayi." of:the child df God. at death; when ~t is made pedect in 
Greatheart the guide said of him that 'lle was dejected at holiness 'and enters immediately into Glory? ..... The Roman 
every difficu'lty and stumbled at every straw that ·anybody' Church interpOses a Purgatorypr pl~ce of preparation ·after 
cast in. his way." He lay long at the wicket gate and-at the' death. In his "Dream of Gerontius", Cardinal Newman 
door of Interpreter's house, not daring to go in. At the' pictures the soull as ,shrinking ba:ck at death f~ .the pres
.Valley dfthe S4adow of Death, Greatheart said, "I thought·- ence of the 'Lord, and saying:' 
~. shou~d have los~, my ma~." At· ~e river of death he was '''Take D:t~ away, and in .the low~t deep 
. m a h~avy case, !for, ~3.ild h~, I shall be drowned for There 1et me be, 
ever, and never see that fa:ce WIth tcomfort I have come so And there in hope the [one night-watchers keep 
many m'iles;~ se~." But "~e ~ter- of that river," .sa.!d " Told out for me.' - , ' 
.~th«:art, was lower at this tIme than ever I saw It 'le There motionless 'and happy in my paib., 
all my life i so that he went over not m!",~ a.'bov,e wet-shod Lone, not forlorn,~ 
an~ was trl~¢!'~t ~t last. The ,Lord ~ed It wonderfu! There will 'I sing my sadperpetUaJ. strain, 
lovmgly to hlIIl. It 15 the Lord s blessed 'use and wont' Until the morn" 
with His own ta "look upon them and be mercifu1to them" . 
(Ps. 119: 132) • At the end of the hymn the soul 'is ~e'ft on its ''bed of sor

row," with "Masses on the earth, and prayers in heaven" 
to aid it "at the Throne of the Most Highest." The hope 
of the Christian ~s very far better than this., Christ .who 
br,ought ,the Httle boat to the land' "ail 'at once" is able to 
bring the soU'1 of the departing saint to heaven all at once. 
Charles Hodge when dying said to his weeping daughter: 

.111. The Son of God who comes to calm the raging storm. 
When they were going up into the boat, the wind ceased 

. and the sea became calm. This was a third mira:cle. As the 
.r Psalmist said: 

The stoI'IIl: is changed into a ca1m 
At His cotpmand and will; . 

So that the waves which raged before 
Nmy quiet are and still. . 

. -!He does not always intervene at once. He S14fere'd them 
to toil in rowing from the time when darkness fell till the 
fourth watch of the night -'that is, till after three.o'clock 
in ~e morning. He laid upon Abraham one of the hardest 
trials ever laid upon, mortal man - the sacrifi'Ce of 'Isaac. 
Yet it was not till the last moment - when ·the knife was 
uplifted to slay his son - ~that God mterveaed. It is often 
in our extreIPity that .!He comes to us; but He does come. 

He comes to storm-tossed souls and gives peace. Luther 
was troubled .day and night,' till it was given him to see that 
iIi the gospel there is revealed the righteousness which avails 
with God, even :the righteousness df the Redeemer .. Immedi
ately he felt 'as if he -were· born anew, and it was' ~ if .the 
. door. of 'Paradise was thrown wide 'open to him. The stoIm 
was changed into a calm. 

As a soldier of Christ, Luther had still to face: storms. 
When he 'appeared at the Diet of WOl'IIlS and first stood in 
that august assembly, his voice seemed -io fail him· anog ri:J.en 
thought his spirit was broken at last. He was asked whether 

. he 'stood by what he had written or whether he would re
: cant, and he begge.d for time to consider !his ~er. That 
evening and night was a time of conflict and pray~r. But 

. when the moming broke, he was in a great calm. That day· 
at the ~lose of a long address he declared: '''1 can do noth
ing else; here 'I stand;' so he1p me God! Amen." His Lord 
had given him perfect cahn 'in the crucial hour. 

IV. The Son of God who comes to b~ing His disciples to 
the desired haven. . 

He wrought ;~ Iourth ·miracle. '~Inimedia:tely -t!J.e ship was 
at the land whither they were goIing" (John 6: 21). The 
Saviour had .triumphed over the :waves and the winds. He 
now triumphs over spa:ce also, for the boat· which had been 
in the midst of the sea i,s at the land 133.1 at once. Thi$ is 
wonderful, but .it.is only what we might expect from the 
presence of the· Son of God. And He promised "greater 
works than· these". Among such greater works was the 
transfo~.a:tion wrought in ~ thousand on the Day of 
Pentecost. The "new creation" lin a single soul 'at the new 
birth is su'Ch a greater work. And among the greater works 
is ·there not a3.so the tranSformatiOn wrought in the soul 

./ 

"Why should you grieve, daughter? To be absent from 
the body is. to be with the Lord, ,to.he with the Lord is to 
see the Lord, to see the Lord is ,to· be like Him." So He 
brings them to their desired haven. . . 

. -The Irish Evangelical 

CHRISTMAS SURPRISE 

. By Mrs. J. Perry Carter 
. . 

"Mother, 'are you and Daddy going to keep your prom
ise?" was Kenny's outburst as he 'and his twin sister entered 
the house. ·Kenny's voice dropped into a tone of defeat arid 
dejectllon WI he went on, '~I ,think you have forgotten that· 
you pro~1se'd. Genny and ~e a wheel after the war when 
things -were plentiful again.", . . 

'OWe saw -two wheels at IBlue's as we came by from 
. school," put in Genny. "They are just what we want." 

"De'ar me!" exclaimed Mother, "Parents "should never 
~e' such promiseS." . . 

"Mother!" exclaimed Kenny, "do you mean that you 
·would break your promise?" . 

. "No, of cOJll'Se not," answered Mot'her, "but we tho:ug'ht 
you land Genny might ch'an:ge your minds since there are 
so many 'Calls ·to he'1p the hungry, starving people' of the 
world." , -

A look of grave despa'ir crept over the ch'i.ldren's fa:ces. 
'~But 'Mother, your prom1se," they reminded.' 

Mother's face was'senous now,'~DaddY'and I have been: 
thinking df giving :the price of alq that 'we would sp~nd on 
our gifts this Christmas, to the Relief Fund our pastQ~ has 
been telling us 'about." 

"Well, er, - we ,will 'h'ave a dullChristm'aS this year," 
saJd Kenny sadlly. "After 'all it is not. our. fault that people 
are starv!ing and hungry." . 

Mother's !face turned pale. "'Th'ink Of Ithe dull Christmas 
some of those peoptle will have!" Mother was sifent for a 
moment then she went on; "Yes, I' lam glad it is not our 
fault ,th~t people ·a,re cold a~'d hUngry,' but now, since we 
know df their tplight, it will the our 'fault if they die d£ 
starvation." 

The children looked aJt ea.'C!h other with eyes of utter dis-
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appdintment .. 'IWel~, if it has to be," wearily answered 
Kenny.: . 

·'VfeiJ.l you w'ha·t.!" Genny looked up with a new fight in 
her eyes. "We can work for Uncle ~arvey and Aunt Vir
ginia, and buy our own wheels. I"heard Uncle Harvey say 
thaJt ·he needed a delivery !boy lbad1y during December, and 
Aunt Vi~nia ~d she couldn't keep help long enough to 
do 'her Christmas shopping. Why C'an~;t we help?" 

"You have SUdl bright ideas," said Kenny lin disgUst. 
'1)on't you 'know":that you have to have a wheel to deliver 
paiCka:ges?" "WelU, 4lhen maYbe he needs a boy at the soda 
fountain, we can go see," answered Genny hotly. "Mother, 
may we?" 
. With that ·the children were dIf to see Uncle Ha:rvey, the 
druggist, and Aunt Y.irginlia. Uncle Harvey was sorely in . 
need of 'a delivery boy, :and ~ere was a wheel :ready OUJI:
side, Aunt Virg'ima was delighted that Genny would be 
willing ,to keep ·the ohildren whlle she waS about her 
shopping. . . 

''genny bad' fun he'IJping dte children play house,and 
Kenny Wl¥i overjoyed 'at the 'chance dE riding 'a wheel every 
day. Undle .. Harvey pali:d him 'as well as an elq)erienced 
delivery boy, and he was also pleased with his services. 

One day something happened that made Ken~y think. 
He'had to deliver a 'Pa'Ckage of medi~ine in Shanty Town. 
rrhe houses 1!here ~ere mere 'Shells. As 'he 'knoclced 'at a..tiny 
hove'l 'a lean Qark-eyed woman came to the ~oor. She 
spoke in' a ifor~ accent and 'aSked Kenny to step inside 
whlle 'she went, for ·the m<?ney to pay for the medicine. 
. Kenny noticed her searching here and there !for quite some 
time, and when she -came with the money :it was not enough 
to pay for the package. '''1 weel ,give ye the rest ob de 
muney la~er," she said. 'Vfonyis So seek," she sobbed in 
broken tones. , 
. Kenny !fdt 'a .str~ge Ilump ~e in his duoat. He couldn't 

say a word. In ~is 'contfusiOIi !he forgot to taJke the money 
she had ~n her hands.' As he rode alcmg he began to think 
df the cold, dingy Htl:'le hove1 where Tony,. a boy 'about his 
age, ~as so ill. '~I don't see how they live," he :thought to 
himself. "I.£ the people' Mother is talking 'about are like 
tIlrat, - well, fhey peed h~p." . . 

Kenny told Vnde HarveY about Tony, and that night 
he told his mother a:'bout him too. '''Mother,o .tim't we he1p 
Tony and his fa.mNy?" He was Si~ent !for. a moment, "I 
have been t1:!hinking, and II .Want to give what I ~e ·to 
the Relieif Fund 11:00." Then ·he went on, ''You and Daddy 
won't need to worry,'aibout the ·wheel either." ..> 

"Mothtt," added-,Genny, "Kenny is right .. We can -do 
without the wh~ls this year." 

Mother's face l:it up With a rad~ant smile. 'Vfhat wIill make 
lit easier for -us, 'ehlldren: Your father arid I have ~een upset 
over the whole matter." 

Sll:D'day morning before Chris"u,naS four 'happy people -
'put their offering ~nto the collection pilall:e. It seemed as 
if the )hymns were· mQre joyful that morning and the 
sermon was not as. long as usuat Every. one they met was 
smitIing and pleasant. What had happened? Oh, yes, Kenny 
knew ~c\ he said, ''When, you give ;to ·help ot:hers it ,makes 
you 'happy too." . 

. "I think you're'right," put in Genny. 
eel Imow you are right," 'added Father. 
'Christmas morning arrived at last. The children were 

usuaHy -up early to -see the'ir gifts, but this morning the 
sting of their disappointment was so great that they were 
reluctant 'about ~ng up. 

As they came sl&wly ~own dte. sra:irs . they heard a noise 

on the porch. '"What lis that noise?" shouted Genny as she 
~ -

ran and peeped out df dle window. 
Kenny hurried to the door. He opened it just in time 

',to see Uncle Harvey and Aunt Virginia. drive away;' "Merry 
.Christmas!" they shouted as ·they hurried away. . 

"What's this?" eXclaimed Kenny 'as his eyes fell on two 
bright,-new- wheels on the 'porch. 
· "Oh!". Genny clasped her hands in glee, "Whose C'an 
they. be?" she cried, she was so. 'excited that she almost 
fell over:the wheels. '~Mother, Daddy, - come quick!" 

'''Look!'' !they shouted. "It 'says here on the tag Vfo-
Kenny and Genny.' " -

A little envelope was tied to the tag. Kenny opened it. 
"Rem it, -Mother," he said, holding ,the env:elope with 
trem1:iling hands.. " 
,rM~ther began ·to read: "For two lovely children, who· 

.thought it more blessed to' give than Ito receive. From Uncle \ 
. Harvey and Aunt Virginia." 

",Boy, oh boy!" shouted Kenny. "Aren't they beauties?" 
"Just -what we w'anted,"said Genny. 

.' It was -hard to get Kenny 'and Genny to :the' dinner table 
for ·a. bouriti(ul turkey dinner. -When they were finally 
seated .a!t the ·taJble Father spoke. "Instead of reading from' 
the mble tod~y, 1et -us quote !from k" 

When it came tllne ~or ~enny to recite his verse he said 
in a ca!lm., serious voice; ~"There is a verse that !J learned in 
Sunday school a long ttiime ago .that I really never believed 
unt'il today." 
· "What ;is ~t son?" questio~ed farther. . 

"Give and it sh'a!ll be given· unto you," he' quickly re-
sponded. . 

'''And you learned it in a way that you will never forget," 
added mother. _ . 
· Outside .sOft ligihts were beginning to come on. Merry 
Christmas trees were. spark'ling !from many windows~· The 
snow 'was fa!lling 'lazily to the ground, covering the earth 
W'iil!b. a soft, white mantle. :AlII was peaceful and quiet when 
suddenly out of the ~lent night came a sound of 'angelic 
voices: 

. "Joy·to the world; the Lord' is tome;. . 
Let earth receive her King.---:-" . 

A-s the 'music died 'away in the distance, four happy faces 
were beaming with joy because they had helped. the "earth 
to receive her King." 

-The Western Recorder -

Bible Schoul Lesson Ontllne 
Volume 22 First Quarter . Lesson 1 JaDUIU'7 &, 1958 

OLIVE L. CLARK. Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Lesson Text: John 1:1-18. 
Gol!len Text: "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us, (and.we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
. only begotten. of the Father), full of grace and truth." 

. -John 1:14. . 
Introduction to the Gospel of~John: 1 

For the next six zPonths the lessons will be taken from the 
Gospel of John. The fourth Gospel was' written by "the 
beloved disciple" John, the son of Zebedee and Salome. 
Salome seems to have been the sister of MIU')', the mother 
of our Lord (John 19:25), and if so, John would be related to 
the SaViour by the ties of flesh. 'At any rate, we mow that 
John, together with his brother James, and Peter, was ad
mitted into close fellowship with our Lord. 

The Gospel according to John supplements the Gospels of 

I _ 
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Matthew, Mark and Luke, being written with a definite ob
ject in view: "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the 

, p;resence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
But these, are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ" the Son of God; and that believing, ye might 
have life through his name" (John 20:30,31), 

Through the, inspiration of the HolY. Spirit this record 
was written, not primarily as a biography, but as a Gospel. 
Among the miracles of our Lord some were selected which 
would set forth His 'Deity in a unique way. They were signs, 
performed in the presence of His disciples, demonstrating 
that Jesus, the Man who lived a perfect human life before 
the, people, was indeed Jehovah's Anointed, the Messiah; and 
that He- was the Son of' God. The testimony of the words' 
and works herein described would bring conviction to the 
hearts of the readers. 

Conviction -~oncerning the Person of Christ should be ac-
'companied by new life. The Gospel was' written ,that men 
might believe, and that they might have "everlasting ,life 
through faith in' Christ. Theile two central truths should be 
kept in mind at all times. Luke sets forth the facts con
cerning the life of Christ; while John gives the interpretation 
of these facts., 

I. Christ the Word of God: verses 1-9. ' , ' 
It is fitting that the opening verse of this Gospel, the aim 

of which is to portray Christ as the Son of God, should con
tain a strong affirmation of the truth of His essential Deity, 
and that the titles ,ascribed to Him should refer specifically 
to His Person and· Work as the Son of God. He is called the 
Word of God (verses 1, 14), the Same (the self-existent, un
changeable, eternal One (v. 2; Psa. 102:27; Heb. 1:12; 13:8), 
the Light (v. 7; John 8:12), the only begotten Son (the 
unique One; v. 14, 18; John 3:16; Heb. 1:5, 6), Jesus Christ 
(v. 17; Matt. 1:1), the Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed 
One; vv. 20, 41; John 4:25), the Lamb ~f God (vv. 29, 36; 
1 Pet. 1:18-20), the Son of God (vv. 34, 49; John 5:19, 20), 
Jesus (Saviour; v. 37; Matt. 1:21), Rabbi (Teacher, Master; 
v. 38; John 20:16)" Jesus of Nazareth, the son' of Joseph 
(v. 45; Deut. 18:15; Luke 24:27), the King of Israel (v. 49; 
Matt. 27:11, 37) and the Son of man (v. 51; 'Matt. 26:2, 24). 

Christ was and is' the eternal Word of God. There never 
was a time when He was not with God, for lJe is GO,d. A,S 
a word is the expression of a person's miBd, and is the means 
by which his character, thoughts and will are made known, so 
Christ is the expression of His Father's mind, and through 
Christ we know the character, tho,ughts and will of God (John 
14:9; Heb. 1:1). 

God the Son was the Creator and is the Sustainer of the 
universe of men, and things (Gen. 1:1; Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:15-17; 
Heb. 1:2); GolJ said, "Let us make man in our image" (Gen. 
1:26). Christ has life in Himself (J.ohn 5:26), and He also 

,has the power to bestow life (John 4:10, 14; 17:2). Life 
may be symbolized by light, just as death is associated with 
darkness (John 8:12). Christ came as a light to those who 
were dwelling in darkness and the shadow of death (lsa. 
9:2). The'darkness was great, but the darkness cou,ld not 
overcome the light (possible rendering of the Greek word 
for "comprehended"; compare John 12:35, "lest darkness 
overtake you"). ' " , 
" , Christ "sent His messenger, John the Baptist, to herald 
Christ's ~oming to the earth (Mal. 3:1; 4:5, 6). John, al. 
though a burning and shining light, a glowing testimony, 
yet he was a temporary, transitory light (John 3:28-30; 
5:35); but Christ, the true Light of God, is eternal and per
fect, shining upon every man who comes into the world 
(John 9:5; 12:46). All may find life by ,believing in Him 
(1 Tim. 2:4; '4:10; 1 John 5:11-13). Light reveals (Psa. 
36:9; John ~:19-21; Ep~. 5:13), cheers (Esther 8:16), and 
glorifies (Acts 22:11; 2 por. 4:6); as for example, notice how 
the scenery is changed. when the sun bursts forth. Sunlight 
is necessary to life and growth. Light is associated with 
power" as illustrated by electricity. Christ is the Light of the 
~orld. 

II. Christ the Son of God: verses 10-18. 
'Christ came' to earth as the Light of the world, but ,many 

'p'referred the darkness (John 3:21). He came to that which 
was His own, yet '·His own people received Him not. There 
was no room in the inn, for the Son of God, when He came 
to ,earth as a little child. The world as' a whole failed to , 
recognize'and acknowledge its Creator. 

People are divided into two classes, according to their 

, 

atti~ude to Chris~. It was the, same when He was here upon 
the earth. Many rejected Him, but many welcomed Him. 
To ,those who believe upon Him and receive Him, He gives 
the right or the authority to become the children of God 
(Rom.' '8:16; Gal. 3:16). They: are' "bairns" or ''born ones" 
who have' come into the family of, God through spiritual 
birth (John 3:5). . 

The only begotten Son of GOd, the unique Son of God, died 
that He might open the way for sinful men to become the 

'children of God. In order that He might become subject to 
death, it was' necessary that Ej:e'take upon Himself the like
ness of sinful flesh and enter' by 'birth into the human race 
(Rom. 8:3;' Phil. 2:7; Heb. 2:14)., Christ' was King, ,but He 
was born to die. ' 

As: the Vi ord of God Incarnate, Christ tabernacled 8.lJI,0ng 
men, living a perfect life, the characteristics of which were 
grace and truth. As Christ dwelt among us, He was full of 
grace and truth. Grace and .truth, elsewhere described as 
mercy ahd righteousness, are the two grea.t attributes of God 
which are most conspicuous in His redemptive work (Psa. 
85:10; 89:2,24). John marvelled at the ~anifestation upon 
earth of the glory of God (Luke 9:32; 2 Pet. 1:16; 1 John 
1:1). ' 

The Scriptures do not speak at length of the childhood of 
Christ,and as 'far as it is recorded, He was thirty years of 
age before He was publicly proclaimed as the Son of God. 
To John the Baptist was given the high honour of officially 
announcing the presence of Christ, and of giving testimony 
concerning Him. ,i ' 

He whose life was characterized by grace and truth be~ 
stowed grace upon His own. 'The Old Covenant rested upon 
the basis of' obedien~e to the law, but the New Covenant 
availed for those who would believe in Christ (Rom. 4:16). 
The righteousness of ~od was revealed in the -law, but His 
righteousness and also His 'Jove were revealed in Christ; 
Christ was God's complete and final revelation to man, (Heb. 

,1:1,2).' In verse 18 some early manuscripts ,read, ''the one 
who is God, only-begotten." " 
For Younger Scholars: 

,Emphasize the fact that the Lord Jesus was' the son of 
Mary, but that His Father was God. But God was in heaven, 
and while the Lord Jesus was on',earth, He needed some one 
to care for Him. Joseph of Nazareth was the one chosen to', 
act as His earthly father, a~though Joseph was not really 
the father of Christ. 

Describe Christ coming as the Light of the world. Illustrate 
the glory, the power, the life-giving qualities' of light; for, 
example, leaves covered over so that n~ light reaches them 
will become pale, and plants will die, if kept from the light. 
Tum off the electric light and comment on the change in 
the appearance of the room when the light comes on~ Pro
cure a copy of, Holman Hunt's great picture, "The Light of 
~he 'W orId," which represents Christ, the Saviour! standing 
on the outside of our lives, knocking, seeking admIssion. But 
the handle of the door is on the inside, and the person inside 
who !tears the Saviour calling him must op4J!n the door and
,asKthe Saviour to come into his life' (Rev. 3:20). 

Daily Bible, Readings 
Dec. 30-The Word Acting in Creation , .... , .......... Gen. 1:1-27 
Dec. 31-The Word Upholding the Universe .. , .... , COl. 1:1-19 
Jan. 1-The Word Revealing the FatJ!.er .................... Heb. 1 
Jan. 2-The Word-Fulness'of the Godhead ...... Col. 2:1-13 
Jan, 3--The Word 'Redeemi~g' Man ........ , .. , .... , ...... , Gal. 4:1-7 
Jan. 4-The Word Delivering Man ........................ Heb. 2:9-18 
Jan. 5-The Word Manifesting the Father ........ :. .. 1 John 1 

Suggested Hymns 
Join all the glorious names. 
Oh, could I speak! ' 
Jesus, wondrous Saviour. 
Jesus, the very thought of Thee. 
All hail tpe power of Jesus' namel 
I love to tell the story. 

Coinplete Sunday School outlines for 1958 appeared in ''The 
Gospel Witness" of December 5, 1957. ' 

THE SEMINARIAN '-
Send 'for your 'copy olf the J'anuary 'issue of The Semin

m-ian, the monthly publication, of the students of To-', 
ronto Baptist Seminary. 


