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ﬁ On Christmas Day the Child was born, “Q little, fittle feet, dears,
' On Christmas Day in the morning;— - So curly, curly sweet!— :
To tread the lo I dl . - How wall it be with you, dears, ' -
. —1 0 lread the ¢_mg way, ione an 'orn, When all your work’s oom;ﬂete"'
—To wear the bitter crown of thorn, O little, little hands, dears )
td ¢
;72 . —To break-the heart by man’s sin torn, That creep about my breast!—
i —To die at last the Death of Scorn. - What great things you will do dears,
§ . For this The Child of the Maid was born, - Before you lie at rest!
On Christmas Day in the morning. O-softest little head, dear,
% It shall have crown of gold,
But that first day when He was born, : . For it shall have great honour
. . Among the cattle and the comn, Before the world grows old!
+ The sweet Maid-Mother wondering, O sweet, white, soft round body, o ‘
And sweetly, deeply, pondering - It shall sit upon a throne! . _
% The words that in her heart did ring,  ° My little one, my little one, :
Untto her new-born king did sing,— Thou art the Highest’s son! ,
_ All this the angel told me,
“My baby, my baby, - (. And so T’'m sure it’s true,
, ’ My own ilt:tle son, R - For he WIH me 'Wﬂ?.o “{as wming,— )
l Whence come yoou, And th‘a‘t sweet 'ﬂh.'lng 18 YOU.” .
T Where go you, T . - . .
% My own fittle one? - On Christmas Day The Child- was born,
. Whente come you? : . *  OnChristmas Day iin the tn'omﬁng — %
- And now, unto me all 'alone . —He trod the lon ) dl
g way, lone and lorn,
% - That wohder ‘:f wonders iis properly known. —He wore the bitter crown of thorn, %
% . Where go you? - . —~His hands and feet and heart were torn,
© Ab, that now, ’tis only He knows, —He died at last the Death of Scorn.
3 Who sweetly on us, dea.'r, such favour bestows. )
% Inrus, dear, this day is some great work begun,— But through His oommg Deaith was slain,
. Ah me, livtle son dear, I would it were done! " That you and I might live again. _
: I wonder. .. I wonder. For this The Child of The Maid was born,
And—wwhr1t—were—dqne ! ' On Christmas Day in the moming.
% §§
%ﬁ%%ﬁ%%%%&%&%mﬁﬁﬁﬁ
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* THE MORNING, STAR .

. When the evils of. earth were greatest
“The Christ-child came from afar;.- *
" When' the night of the.world was darkest
. ‘Shoneforth the Bethle;hem Star;
- Glory and peace was its message,
. Love and goodwill to men— -
A peace beyond their making, . . .
.4 love beyond their ken. " -

ca .

Long has the vexed world, wazted
The peace that He camie to brmg,

Long have the turbulent peoples -
Looked-for a rzghteous kmg, .

Long has His sad creation - te . T

S “Waited redemptzon s word
Long havé His faithful servants )
. Watched for their absent Lord. -

. 'The Bridegroom comes from afar;
When the night of the age is darkest:
We shall see the Morning Star.
Evuil is growing stronger,
. And hearts are sick with fear,
. But our hope is growing brighter, .
- For we knoiw that the hout is near. . \

Faint in the dark skies gleaming, .
Faint on the roaring seas,. - -

" But it heralds the dawn of glory

“* " And it hastens the day of peace —
The glovy, the peace He is bringing,
- “The King who comes from afar;

" And to Him who overcometh .

He wzll gwe the -Morning Star. - '

Y .+ —ANNIE JOHNSON Funr .
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. Seasor’s Yrootings from- the Staff - |

_ THE key note of the gospel is joy. Never was there a

more blessed declaration of this fact than when the angel
announced to the shepherds of Bethlehem the nativity of.
Christ. “Behold,” he said, “I bring you good rudmgs of great
joy, w}uch shall be to all people. For.unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Samour, which is Christ the
Lord.” To further show the interest and exultation of
heaven in this stupendous event, the angel who heralded.
_ the tidings was-suddenly joined 'by a multitude of the heav-
.- enly host who broke forth ‘as a mighty choir praising God,
and saying “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
- peace, good will toward men.” They had seen, at the be-
ginnfing of creation .the kindling of the stars, the raising-
of the world of stone and water into a beautiful earth-filled

with life, and the making of man, all -of which filled them .

with wonder: - What they saw this time eclipsed_all. The.
mighty God is here clothed in the flesh of a little babe,
wrapped in 'a poor woman’s swaddling clothes-and lying in
a manger of hay. This, the angel’s cry, is beyond all glory,
yéa, the most. gloriou of all. The favoured shepherds-to
iwhorn the tidings of heavenly gladness were first announcéd
returned from ‘the sight, glorifying and praising God for’ all -

#@#ﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁ%@&ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ? o,

- -

the things they had seen and heard Well did the pmphe‘t:
Isaiah, with his full knowledge of the Redéemer’s work to
put an end 'to sin and bring in’ everlasting nghteousness,
call on the whole creation to shout for joy.

To the Christian Christmas time is an occasion of utmost
joy. In meditation, we look again upon the babe of Bethle- .
hem for the confirmation of our faith and remember'it is
written :
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and -
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty -
God The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Also

~unto them that lock for him shall he a:ppear thié second -
time without sin unto salvation.”

Joy to the-world: the Lord is oome' T
~Let earth receive her King; - -
.Let every heart prepare Him room,
- And heaven and nature sing.

TrEe .GospEL ‘WITNESS staff rwhshes a]l readers of THE

- GospeL. WITNESS 2 joyeus,: Christmas and.a ‘prosperous

New Year. . —Dr. H. C. SLADE, - -
PO "Chairman, Board of Directors. '

- ?

“For unto us a chiild is born, unto us a son is .-
9



1

-army, standing before them thirsty for the blood of the
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Uhr .?]armz %trppt 1ﬂulmt
Our Lord's Umque Title” -

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. H. C Slade

. Prea'ched in Jarvis Street Baptist 1 Church, Tomnto Sunda.y Evemng, December 16ﬂh 1956 o
(Electncally ‘Recorded) '
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be "

. upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called ‘Wonderful, Counsellor. The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of thé increase of his government and

~

peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order
it, and to establish-it with Judgment and with Justlce from/henceforth even for ever. .
’ " The zeal of the Lord of, hosts will perform this.,”—Isaiah 9:6, 7 :

I MIGHT be proﬂta'ble for wus, as we approach the
Christmas season, to ‘consider briefly the context of this .

-text. Around 500 years, before the Lord Jesus Christ was

born, it was a time of trouble. Judah, as a country, was
shadowed with great anxiety. An gwful figure, like a cloud,

loomed up on _the horizon, and to them it was filled with-
the potentialities of storm, - trouble, lightning; and destruc-
tion. It was nothing less ‘than the figure- of the Assyrian-

people of -God, réady to devour with all its fierceness and
might. The Hebrew people feared for the welfare of their

-. country and cried out for a deliverer. They had convictions

with respect to the future. , They believed that;they were the

. chosen of God; and as Hosea so clearly set before them —

he loved them- 'and therefore he drew them-and made them

"to be a great people and a great nation — they knew there

was a future, and they had an eye tto it. Abraham had that

‘vision and held firmly the same belief. They believed that

their destmy was 'wra.pped up with the purposes of Almlghty
God..

h ISa.lah ste'ps into the scene and he comeés forth with bnght

prophe‘mes — promiises of better, yea, great days. He refers
to the promise ofa deliverer who was to come. He prom-
ises to theni great victory. My fnends, Christianity not only
predicts but, if I may use a stronger term, assures us of a

_.bright and glonous future. All other religions which ‘we

refer to as non-Christian rellgxons hold out no: brightness,
no. promise before their adherents at all, and I can well
understand how so many of ‘thei come to utmost-despair.’

. ‘Not so ‘with-the Christian faith. And so Isaiah lifts their-
- . minds up to God, fills them with hope and #ells them of

the deliverer to come. And he refers to the qualities of.
this deliverer, setting them out’in a series of titles, as I
have read tomght He gives us none other than a prophetic

*“view of thé promised Messiah. = This.promised Messiah, as

he salid, is to, be both human and divine.. He is to be ‘the
God-man. Therefore, he speaks saying, “Unto us a chlld .
is born — humanify; but also unto us a Son is given” —
dwmrty, deity — sefting forth the great truth, as we con-
sidered it last Lord’s Day evening, that. this One will come;
born of a virgin. But also He lis-One given. He is to be a-

" ruler, as set forth here., Hé shall'reign forever, and of His
. government there shall be no end. His government will be

an indestructible government: There is nothing internally
in His kingdom to bring about corryption. It is incorrupt--

fble, undeffxled and that 'wh'lch ‘fadeth not away. There is

4

nothking extemal'ly that can destroy jt —"*“The gates o‘f hell -

shall not. prevail against it.” T'herefore “of this govern-
ment,” "H€ says, “ﬁhere shall 'be no end. He sha‘ll reign for
ever and for ever.”

I don’t need to say to you as an aud:ence toriight that the .

fulfilment ‘of all this is found in none other than the pefson
of the Lord Jesus Christ. .
have thought the reference was made to Hezekiah who-was
yet to.come. Now, Hezekiah was a great king; He was one

of those who did that which was right in the sight of the -

Some of the old commentators. .

Lord. Under him there was effected.a ‘great turning back ,

to the living God, 2 thmwmg away of their idols. All that
is true, But cheklah ‘in turn, like all before him, had .to
go thé-way of-all flesh. He, likewise, was ‘gathered unto his

fathers. "My friends; after he came and departed, there

was .no cancellation, of this prophecy, foi it*pointed forth .

beyond the days of Hezekiah to One who was to*comé. He.

refers to Hirm here under these titlés:

“Unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given.” '

: L ..
T want us tonight to confine our thoughts particularly

.to the one title; the one that to my mind is unique, “His-
- name shall be called WONDERFUL.” We shall make but
brief reference to others. Of course, oné or all of the titles-

given cannot adequately describe this pefson, Jesus Christ;

yea, they all fall short. We are ‘told that ‘there-are no less _

than 265 ltlﬁles used to set forth this person, the Son of God.
You say, “Why so many?” Because, dear friends, not one or
all of them together can really proc'la.vm this One. We some-
times sing, “Join all the glorious names, of wisdom, love and
power, that mortals ever knew that angels ever bore. All

1

are too mean rto speak His worth, too mean to set my

Saviour forth.” " But human titles are given. Language is
supplied, _tha:t we may have some idea, some conception of
this great person. - Paul broke forth into ipraise and said,
“Thanks be unto ‘God for his unspeakable gift.” “Unspeak-
able gift”! What does it mean? Tt simply means the in-
expressible gift; or another definition, that which is not
fully expounded. That is our Saviour. You'say, “Well,. much
has been written concerning Him. Surely.many of His
glor'les millions of His glories have been set forth through

y
. the. €enturies. How ‘many serinons have beén preached

about Him!” To this hour ithe truth concerning Him and
His greatness never has 'been exhausted and has never yet
been- fully expounded.” “Now we know in pirt;-but then
we shall know even as also we are known # The Queen of

i
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‘Sheba came all the way from her couﬁtry to hear the wis-
dom ‘of Solomon and to behold something of his glory. She

had heard a great deal, but when 'Solomon led her from one .

chamber of the temple-and the palace to another, and she
heard much of what he had to say, she had no sp‘int within
her.- She exclaimed, “The half was not told me.”

- My friends, you can study this Person, the wonders of
our great Saviour,‘th-mugh lli'fe. Oh, God hdlrp us so to do!
. To go to His college, to sit at His feet, as did Mary, and
learn of Him, attain unto all the knowledge we can. Then
we will find that we have only scratched the surface, we
have only had a little glimpse. But some day we shall see
Him- as He is. We are told we shall be like Him. Wonder
of all wonders that that should be so! But the title here
gives to us His name, “shall be called Wonderful”. My
friends, the titles which refer to Christ have meaning. What
does this one mean? His name shall be called Wonderful
because He is wonderful. There are thousands of things in
this life called wonderful, but there is nothirig wonderful®
about them; they are quite ordinary.

My wife and 1 were “once travelling in a car. The lady
who was _driving us about, I was wishing would change her

* term a little bit, for at almost every turn of the road as we
would view some sk:enery, she would say, and T can hear her
yet,. “extra-ordinary.” We would itake another turn, “extra-
ordmary » “My, this is extra-ordinary.” I felt that mést of
what we saw was quite ordinary. I had seen trees before,
and I had seén roads and turns, and houses, and cottages,
and all the rest. Really, T didn’t think there was anythmg
so extraordinary about them. Oh, we use that term “won-
derful” of things not wonderful. But, when it applies to
this Person, it is true. He is wonderful. '

Manoah and his wife, father and mother of the great
Samson, had a visitatioh from God..An angel came and
spent some little time giving them ‘a prophecy ooncerning

" Samson, and so on. Manoah dared to ask, ““What is your
name?”’ The reply was, “Why -dost thou ask me my name
when it is Wonderful'-’” or “Secret” is the word in our
authorized version; but it actually means “wonderful”. He

_had a visitation, my friends, from none other than the Son
‘of God Himself. “My name,” He says, “is Wonderful.”

Tsaiah here, under the inspiration of God, says, “His

" name shall be called Wonderful.” What does it mean? Pos-
sibly there are several translations that could be given to it.
Sometimes that word in the Bible is transkated “marvellous”
referring to none other than Christ. In the 118th Psalm,
the 22nd and 23rd verses, the prophecy is of this “Stone”

“which is to come, .which is to be rejected of man, but has
‘become the head of the corner. Peter on the Day of Pente-
cost takes up that very truth. “This is the stone;” he: says,
“which was rejected of you elders'and has become the head
of the corner.” The Psalmist said, “This is the Lord’s do-
ing; it is marvellous in our eyes. It is wonderful in our
eyes.” My friends, He is indeed the marvellous One. You
might translate it “miraculous”. Jesus ‘Christ is God’s great-

est miracle. It means that as a Person in His being, and .

- works, He is exalted above the ordinary.” “Great is the
mystery.of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justi-
fied in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached untto_the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into glory.” Great .is
_ the mystery, the miracle, con'cernﬁn'g this Person.

Some'umes that word, we find, is translated “the sepa-
rated One”, which s‘nmp'ly means that. He is the dis-
tinguished One, the noble One, the, One set apart, higher
than all. You know it was said of Saul, the first king of
TIsrael, that he was head and shoulders above all the other

people in the nation, and as_he walked and moved in about

them, "he was distinguished, set apart, separated in this.

regard. My friends, this One is the most distinguished One.
.He is above all; He is the highest One exalted to the high-
est throne, the separated One, the One apart from all.
In other words, there is none like Him. But, the word is
well used, “Wonderful”.- His name shall be called Mar-
vellous, Miraculous, separated, unlique, standing alone. Oh,
as we like o add, He is the chiefest among ten thousand
to our souls. “Thou art fairer than the children of men:

grace is poured into thy lips.” I like the way the text reads, '

“his name shall be called Wonderful.” In other words, He
was wonderful, He is wonderful. But here is the point, He
shall ever be called Wonderful. There is reference some-
times to what we call a “nine-days’ wonder”. It is a proverb.
That is about as long as some of these wonders live — nine
days — and tthey are gone. But this Wonder, this wonder-
ful Person, shall be forever, and His wonder shall be for-

ever, and He shall be called, throughout all eternity, “Won--

derful”. Thank God, we shall have the privilege of ac-
cla-nmng Him as_ such. There is no time when this One
shall not be ca.lled “Wonderful”. He'was wonderful during

His thirty yeard here. Wonderful indeed, as T want us to.

see briefly. But His wonder doesn’t end there. It goes on
forever. “He shall be called Wonderful.”

‘These titles are most gripping to me. I think we should
pause for a moment to noticé how these other titles, given
to us here€, do also have a part and disclose to us somethmg
of the wonderfulness of this Person. “His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor.” I 'don’t believe that-is an

-adjective — wonderful Counsellor — and yet He is a won-

derful Counsellor. But that name s a noun. His name shall
be called ‘Wonderful, but He is also Counsellor, which

simply means He. is the all-wise One. He is qualified to
guide and direct in wisdom the whole human race. He is -

qualified to direct kings, statesimen, emperors. Oh, that
they would bow before Him! Qur poor United Nations can
meet day in and day out, week in and week out, and never
offer a prayer to this One, the only. One who can give them
common sense, which I think they need. He alone can

- give them guidance. He is the only all-wise One. He never

gives wrong advice; he never errs at any point. He has
given to us counsel here, words of wisdom in His own
Word. Every word that we read we find to be a word of
wisdom, not only in the Proverbs, but throughourt this Book
from Genesis to Revelation.

Somebody told me a while ago vbhey had taken the advice
of a fawyer. I. hope this isn’t always so, but he said, “He
really got me into a mess, and I found myself wmngly
advised and it cost me considerable money.” Oh, lawyers

. are not all-wise by any means; nthey make mistakes as we

all make mistakes. But this One is the all-wise God: “His
name shall be called Counsellor.” Oh, how y are those
people who in all their ways a'c'knowledge Hlm and have
Him to dn-ect their pa.‘ths' '

Notice here He is set forth in His wonderfulness under

the next title, “THE MIGHTY GOD.” Here we have His
" deity set forth and, of course, it is implied that He is God;

He is mighty. theraﬂly, it means His name shall be called
“the strong One,” suggesting to us the One with infinite
resources who never did undertake anything and failed,
nor found Himself incapacitated to carry the project
through. Oh, you can,refer that truth, my friends,- and

miake the. applhcatlon to the salvation of a human soul. He

{ . .
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undertakes to save you and to ‘save me. I quoted this morn-
ing, and I will quote it again, “Wherefore. He is able also
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him,
secing He ever liveth to make lintercession for them.” The
good work which He begins He lis able to perform unti} His
great day of appearing. He is the mighty God, the infinitely
strong One — able to keep. He is able to do anything —
to make worlds, to uphold all things by the- word of His
power, which He does. In other words, He is the Almighty.
That seems to be very difficult. That is the big argument
in theological circles today — “Was Jesus a man, 2 mere
man, a good man? Or, could He be God manifest in ithe
ﬂésh?” And so they argue and discuss. “This One is to
come,” said Isaiah. 'So when He came He declared Himself
to be none other than God the Son, The mighty God, THE
EVERLASTING FATHER.

I had some trouble with that phrase for some years:
“How could He be the Father?” until T came to see that
it has no reference: whatsoever to His relationship in the
Trinity. God the Father, He is God the Son, and thére is
God the Holy Ghost. What does it mean? It sunply means
that He is the Father of eternity. A phrase used, very often,
applied-to a teacher, father of such and such a Ithovugh't
father of such a Suqhool father of such an 1dea, that is the
term — The everlasting Father. Literally it means He is
the Father of the future world. This future world is devised
or planned out by Him, carved out, made, created. “In my
father)s house are many mansions . . . I go to prepare a

place for you.” My friends, He is the Father of the many -

mansions. He is the Father of the niew heavens and the new
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. He is the One who
has eternity in His grasp; He is the One who gives to us
eternal life; Je s the source of life, the Father of eternity.
My fmends, what a Person He is!

And it is added here, “THE PRTNCE OF PEACE.” He -

consults our peace fin everything He does. In consideration
of the redemption of our souls, which was the great con-
cern of His heart, He had m mind your peace and
my_peace. “There is no peace,” saith my God, “to the
wicked.” There lis no peace in the world, there is no rest.
Like the dove of Noah’s ark that could find no rest for
his feet, we can find .no rest for our souls in this
world. There is no peace. But He is our peace, and
He came to make peace by the blood of His cross: “There-
fore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Ghnst ” Do you know anything
about this peace? “My peace I give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled.” He gives us a peace which the world cannot gwe
neither can the world take it la:way Christian friends, “Be
anxious for nothing; but in -eyefything by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving, .let your requests be .made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding shall garrison your heax*ts ‘and _minds
through Christ Jesus.” Ah, He came'to give us peace! I
cannot but form the contrast with many rulers, many lead-

crs, many emperors, who have comée — what to do? — to’

make war. They delight to shed blood, they delight to cause
division, but,Hé has come to bring peace. It was said at

-His birth, the angels joined in chorus, “Gloryto Geod in the

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” Oh,
He knew that nothing’ was needed more in this world than

_ Saviour gives, the Prmoe of Peace. He comes to bring peace

to His Church. And as Father of eternity, my ffiends, over
there it will be all peace. “He causeth wars, Jo cease unto

the ends of the eartlll” for He is The Prince of Peace. I
am sure you will stop and say, “Oh, in His titles, all of

* which described Him as He is, He is rea.lly all these things.

I cannot but acqu‘lesce in my soul. His name is Wonderful”;
not only «called in Scripture “Wonderful”, but also by us.
We delight to call Him ‘Wonderful. .

ITI. /

This is a large subject, but T just want you to follow me
for a few more moments, as we briefly go'into His history.
Historically He is wonderful. Yes, the fact that He eternally
existed, the everlasting' God, from everlasting to everlasting,
is vwon!devf'ul “There is none like Him. He is’ Wonderful in
His birth. I am not going to spend much time with that,

" to make extended reference to it, but there never was a

birth like His birth. He was made 2 human being; He had
a mother, but not a human father; He was born of the
virgin. Therefore, as we quoted, He became God in human
form. No binth was ever like His birth. As soon as He was

-born the tyrant Herod sought His life. He was also Wonder-

fful in His life while here. Thhnk of His humility. Was there
ever any one like Him? “Let this mind be in.you which was
allso in Christ Jesus” — T think I shall quote it — “Who

"being in the form of God thought it not robbery (or a

thing to be grasped at) to be equal with God.” But He was
equal. But listen — “made Himself of no reputation, and
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of-men. And being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obedlent unto death, even
the death of the cross.” He said, “Come and learn of me,
for I am meek and lowly of heant and ye shall find rest
unto your souls.”

Chiist was Wonderful in His teach‘mg Read the Sermon
on the Mount. You don’t need a dictionary beside you to
do it. Listen to some preachers and you need a half dozen
dictionaries, and even then you wouldn’t know what they
are talking about. I don’t think they know themselves, some
of them. Simple; clear, éxplicit! He spake as One who had
authority, and not as the scribes: “Never man spake: like
this man.” Oh, wonderful in His teaching. He taught
things no one e'lse could ever teach. In His teaching
He unfolded by parables the things of the Kingdom, the
things yet to come to pass. Who else could so teach? Oh,
wonderful in His teaching! My friends, wonderful in the
wide reach of His teaching! - 'Someone remarked, “He,
didn’t establish any college. He didn’t leave a college be-
hind.” He committed to the care of some fishermen His
truth, the great body of His doctrine. This teaching through

.them and others has gone through the centuries, yea, gone

throughout the earth. Everybody hasn’t accepted the teach-
ing; but it has gone forth. No teaching like this teachmg'
Wonderful in His teaching.

.Oh, wonderful in His work — the work of atonement
that He effected, the work of saving people from their sin,
from the power of sin. What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus
our Lord! Wonderful in His death. There never was a
death like His death. Even the mock trial starids out. The
false witnesses called in — they couldn® ¢ find any fault with
Him, because His character was a i pex‘feo't character. None
could convince' Him of sin. Wonderful in His character.

But then in His death — wonderful death. Wonder of

. all wonders that. God should come in human form and be
peace. Thank God, for those who know the peace that the

placed on a tree and die, and shed His blood, and that He
could turn to Pilate and tell Him “You have ho power at
all against me, unless it were received from above.” And
again, “I could call twelve - ‘legions of 'angels and be de-



. His death;

., fore the eternal tribunal.

~have no Saviour, and a
- ance before God, there is' no life, real life in this world or in

ren
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Tivered.” But He goes to the cross and there He gives, up
the Ghost.. Wonderful -things happened in ‘connection -with
the rocks were rent; and -a resurrection stook
place. Many came out of their graves and appeared in the
city. The veil of the temple, behind which no one could look
or enter, only the high priest once a year, was rent in twain
from the top to the bottoni, and the fallen’of Adam’s race

Him. Oh, in His dea-th wonderful

Wonderful in His resun'ectmn everythmg was quletly
done.
angel came down and rolled ‘the stone away. The’clothes .
were placed to one-side in order. And quietly the door was

-opened. and out came the Son of God. He became the first -
fruits of them tthat slept. He is wonderful in His ascension.
.Oh, if we only.had time — we can only sketch these things- .
—we could see fiow wonderful He is in His Second Coming;
when He shall come with trumpet sound. The Son of Man

shall come in His glory, sitting on the throne of His gloty, .
" with all His holy angels, gathering the elect from the. four

- permitted to_come directly Srito God'’s presence through '

The. stone was' placed at ‘the sepulchre door. An- .

corners of the earth and calling. unbelieving Humanity be-

derful.” '

T want to point out to you that this Person is umversaﬂly
wonderful. He is not confined to the Jewish people, not

“His name shall be called Won-

confined to the educated or to the illiterate, to the rich or-

.~ to.the poor, but He belongs to 4ll.. Wonderful dear friends;
* to anybody who.will: receive Him as Sav'tour and. Lord.

The greatest. intellects the.world has ever known, we could
name a list of some, [ike Gladstone and others, have been

.. pleased  to bow 'bdfore Him and speak of Him as the Won-

derful One. Incomparably wonderful! Science.has discov- -

ered wonderful things; Yes, we are thankful for.the ad- -
vances made. But, my fx‘lends\, think of all the wonders, you' .

like and bring them before Him, and you will have to say,
“This One is the wonder of all wonders, He eclipses "all.

All sink into oblivion . in® t:ompanson to this wonderful
) Person A -

" With this Iclose: Dear frlend is iHe wonder’ful to you"’

“Unito you a child. is born, unto'you a son is given.” Is He.
, .wonderful to you tomght? Is He your Saviour? Is He your.

Redeemer? ' The wise receive this wondérful Person. Oh

what folly to reject Him! Because, apant from Him, we

from-Him theré is no accept-

the. one to' come. “Look unto me,” He says, “and be ye
saved, a]l the_ends of the earth for I am God and there

" . isnone else.”

X

-~ Next Sunday we speak of s Chnstmas Sunday We shail

" . come to see the story of His birth-morning and night. There

will be also Christmas. music. Let us come and praise’ the

. name-of this Oné who is caJlled and shall zforever be- calfled.‘ .
. Wonderful . PN

L~ . - -

.. N A T (o] " - . \,"

“I e)dlovt rtherefbre tha‘t,,lflrst of all supplications, pray-
ers, mtencessmns, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;
For kmgs, and for all that are in au-thonty, that we may
lead a quiet.and rpeaceable life in-all godliness and honesty
For this is good and, atcepftable in the sight of 'God our
‘Savipur; Who will have all men to be saved,.and to come

_ unto the knowledge of t'he truth

, il . —1 Timothy 2:1-4..

~

~

\.
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Do You Have S Some Shopplng
Problems" . E -

- May .We Help?

On _your shopping list. are some persons who _
‘have no need of the usucl type of Christmas
present. What will.you send them? We have .
two suggestions that will solve’ your problem :

bt

“1.. The Doxtrines of Grace.

An aﬂ'rachve. we|| bound- book of great'

messages by Dr. T.T. Shields. Bound in o :

" rich. n\toroon binding with gold lmprmf this

- volume will be gratefully received by all‘

_Christians. . " . . .
208 PAGES . ) Only“$2;50"

2 A Subscrlptlon to the":j; '
Gospel Wltness

Flﬂ'y-two times a 'yeur this f‘aithful gospei
messenger will brmg to your frlend s home -
sound, evangelical reading.. Help to intro--

duce THE GOSPEL WITNESS to. ofhers'

1 One years sqbscnpﬂon :.__"__.';__-__$‘3._00. )
Two year's subscrlphon . $5.00 |
: =¥
Slx mon'l'hs subscrlphon cee 3 $150 .-
FX Your" postor would apprecmte erther of )
N " . the ubove glfts 1.
_ ACT Now:! Send your orders fo. o
: - THE GOSPEL WITNESS e T
“", 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronio 2, Onf. '
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Che ébrmﬁn‘z 'nf'Br.- a. _E_f.ﬁ.%hiplhsﬁ
GODS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT

(Stenographlcally Reported)
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”—2 Cormtlnans 9:16.

Prayer Before the Sermon

We draw near to Thee O Lord this n mornmg, desmng to be
numbered among Thy spiritual worshippers, who by Thy

grace worship Thee in spirit and_ truth. We confess our in--
ability to render to Thee any service which Thou canst aceept'

apart from Thine abounding grace. And as we bow in Thy
holy presence,"we make mention of the- blood of Christ, for
we have no hope toward Thee save throngh the blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

We come this morning to present to Thee the adoration of
our hearts, to worship Thee, to give unto Thee the glory that
is._due unto Thy name. We pray that the blood- may purge
away the iniquity of our holy things, that our prayers and
our praises may be acceptable in Thy holy sight. We pray
that Thou wilt make us all to recognize this mormng how
great Thou art, how condescending, and how kind, in sendmg
to us Thine only begotten Son. We thank Thee for the sig-
nificance of this. 'We bless Thee that we have not to grope
in the darkness, to wonder whether there be a God or not,
or to ask ourselves questions as to what He is like.
Thee: that Thou hast stooped to the measure of our under-

‘standing. Thou hast condescended to the.lowliness, the limi-

tations, of our finite minds; and Thou art pleased to look

" upon the world in the face of a little Child.

We bless Thee that we have now'a High Priest Who is

‘touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but Who was yet

without sin, Who, having been tempted Himself, knows how

. to succour them that are tempted. We rejoice that we have

One Who is bone of our bone, and flesh.of our flesh, the Son
of God, the Son of Man, upon the throne mtercedmg in our
behalf. We bless Thee for the Daysman that is betwixt us,
Who is at once Man and God, God and Man, Who lays His
hand upon us both, and thus brmgs us.back by the cleansing

of His precious blood to fellowshlp with the Father, Son and .

Holy Ghost.

We pray Thy blessmg upon thls congregation, and upon
all the families represented here. Be graciously pleased to
visit every home. We commend to Thee the .fathers and
mothers, with their cares and responsibilities. We pray that
every one of them may know Chnst and that those.who know
Thee may have a daily experience of Thine upholdmg care,
and the power of Thine indwelling Spirit. .

-Bless the young people who are here, that such as are Thine
may be made steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord. Save them, we pray Thee, from the
world’s allurementl
be wholly centred in Christ; and that for His sake they may
live wholly unto Him. Bless any of them who are not Chris-
tians. May their hearts be opened_ to- the reeeptlon of the
Lord Jesus this morning.

We pray for the children, that early in llfe they may Tearn
to love the’ chlldrens Sanour
to Thee this morning.” May this. morning hour be one of
May many a heart be opened to the

Spirit.
Bless us now slnce we ask 1t in Jesus name, Amen

’ IT TS not sunpns‘mg’, 1 suppose that at th1s season of the

year perhaps ;more” than.any other time in. tthe’/year

Help them that their affections may .

Oh, may many: -of them come -

Tt m1ght be confiined tb those who do really desue to cxlpress
their love for somebody else.

I have found it very pleasant, somdtlmes, when travelling
to"give a tip to somebody for service rendered.. I do.not

“care very much about giving it _just because it is a custom,

or because I might be thought to be a little bit small if
I.did_not. But when somebody really renders a service it
is a joy to be able, in some way, +t0 express one’s.apprecia-

tion. And I am afrdid that the Christmas gift habit has
And sometimes there is’

become somewhat conventjonal.
a danger of its being overdrawn; and people may conform
to “the practice without, any. heart in it. Well, be indepen-

" dent in that matter -as in .other things, and where your

We thank .

heart goes, t!hen let your gift; or card, or. w'hatever at may
be, go. . .
1 say, it is riot sunprlsmg, because we' on “this occasion
remember the greatest of all gifts. In these two chapters,

the eighth and ninth of ‘Second . Corinthians, the inspired

apostle sets forth for the profit of ‘believers the pnvﬂege of
having fellowship with-God in this ministry of giving. And .
he reminds us of the grace of the Lord Jesus, Who “though
he was ‘rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,. that ye.

- through- his poveﬂty might be rich.” ‘And he concludes his

people are accustorned to think of each other, and.to re- -

member each other with soine gifts. The intrinsic value of
the gift may be very small; it may express ‘the utmost of the
giver’s ability. - But no'body estimattes the value, in monéy,
of (Christmas gifts. 'I‘hey are but an expression, -as a rule,
of somebody’s love Trisa ‘very 'beauhuful practlce I w1sh

-

argument with the verse I have announced as a text. When
he has set hefore us our privilege to' enter into fellowship .
with Him, he gathers it all up with this, which is really an -

-exclamatlon of ‘gratitude, “Thanks fbe -unto God for his

unspeakable gift.” -

A ‘gift that is unspeakable_is mdescnbable You cannot
estimate its value; you cannot define its qualities; you can-
not compare it with any other gift: it is in a class by itself
—it comes from God; it is bestowed by Him for the accom-
plishment of that which’ -nothing else could accomplish.
And 1 am not going to try. to fathom the depths of this
text, nor to, scale the heights, nor, by any means, to estimate
its dimensions. I want o mriake it very simple, and tell you
of thiis great gift, and of what it-accomplishes, of what God
did- when He Ibes!‘covwed upon the ‘world this unspea‘ka'ble
glft I - s,

First of all: it is a gift ‘that caricels all our -debts. - What,

a blessing that fi§, to be out. of debt! I have talked with
people who have. been overtaken by misfortune, who have
had. sickness in their families, who have been unable, by ~
their utmost endeavours, to. make erids meet;.and they have
gotten behind, gotten into debt. bt remember a_inan’s say-
ing to-me, “If only I could ge't ‘money enough fo pay my
debts so that I should owe no man anything, -T think I

-. should .be the happiest man-in. the, world, if T had not a

cent left;if T could only be free from all dbllga:txons to men,
if my ddbts were spaid.” .It!is a sad condition for anyone to

. be in. But it is & state ‘into whlch some of the best people

are sometimes thrust through no’ fault ‘o their own.- :

But, my dear friends, what'a.sad thing it is.to be in debt '~
to Go!d to owe so.much that if we had a thousand worlds
of our own, we could-not pay a ‘cenit on the dollar, to.he

d .
—
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overwhelmed with ebligations, to be utterly ‘bankrupt be-
fore God with no possibility either in time or eternity of '
ever getting out of debt! And that is the situation with
every one of us. Do you know Ithat fis what is troubling the
-world to-day? Every nation is staggering under a load of
debt. There is not anything this old world needs so much
as somebody to cancel fits debts.

" A leading Toronto financier said, “There ¢an be no re-
turn to prosperity uniil those debts are somehow or another
adjusted.” It is too big for me to understand. When people
talk of millions, of billions, and hundreds of them, they get
into a realm that T cannot explore. ‘Tt needs an Einstein,
or somebody, to understand whiat it is all about, But every-
one can understand when hard times come.

- Oh what a blessing, that there was a day when God, in
infinite mercy, said, “I will cancel a rebellious world’s de'bts,
I will give My Son; T will pay it all myself.”

I have heard men laugh at what they call the mechani-
cal view of the atonement, the idea of welighing obligations
in scales, tthe idea that God had to balance His bodks Surely’
this weary world knows to-day that in material’ affairs at
least that mechanical view of things is all important; and
it is equally important iin the moral realm.

Oh, I have pointed out ito you that it is the privilege of
every one to stand before God with all debts cancelled, the
last farthing of indebtedness paid, and to be peﬂfe'ctly free.

“Tesus paid it all,
-All to Him T owe ;
Sin had left a criimson stain,
,He washed it white as snow.’

I lbeg of you, do not go out ‘of this building without know-
ing tthat all your debts are paid. Go out a free man, or a,
free 'boy, or girl, whatever you are, and say, “Thank God,
that is settled: T can stand before the Judgment seat
unafraid,” .
1I. '

" That, T say, would be a great lHlessmg, but what should
we do to-motrow? ‘What if a man’s debts were all paid,
does he need anything more than that? Oh, yes: he needs
something for the future. .

How would you like to- have somebody make a deposit
in' the biggest store in the world, where they keep all kinds
of ‘clothing, the very best — hght airy garments for the
suimmer time, rich warm furs for the winter, eVeryth‘mg you
need? Supposmg you were o receive word sometime, say-
- ing, “There is a deposit iin that store, made to your account,

and you can go and get just as many clothes as you want?

Do not live a beggar any more; do not go, around shabbily
attired any more: wear the best you -have on all occasions.
You cannot exhaust that store, and it is all paid for. A-
friend of yours has made a deposxt he wants to see you
well dressed; he does not want to be ashamed of you on
any occasion.” Would you not like that? Would that not
be a fine thing? And then to be sure that every garment
would fit; and no matter what the occasion, to be sure/you
had just the exact kind of clothes to wear! .

What trouble these womien are in sometimes, when they

*- get an invitation. to a wedding, or something. of Yhat sort! -

The dear man comes home, and finds his wife all, troubled
" about something, He says, “What is the.matter? “Well,
there is that wedding coming, .and I have not anything that
is fit to wear.” Of course she wants to appear at her best;
and no maltter ‘what she Has ~— tthis is a special occasion,
and she wants to be ready for that emergency. But I say,
Would it not be a-comfort to have all you need, so that no

LY
~

-

matter how varied the occasions of life, there is always
something in the wardrobe that will just fit, and you can
go outt looking your best?

Now, T have not understood the gospel if that is not
exactly what 'Géd has done by His unspeakable gift. What
need we ‘to stand before His judgment seat? The robe of
righteousness — and it is ours. 'We are to be adorned as
a bride for her husband —xand some of us need a lot of
adorning! Do not complain if some people put on fine
clothes: they need them. We all need something.to make .
us a little bit more presernta,b'lc, and we ought to make the
best of durselves. Tt is no sin to do it. Morally and spmltu-
ally we have the very best at our command. There is no
reason why we should behave as people who are not Chris-

 tians, when we go to work. You may have to put off your
.Suniday-go-to-meeting clothes: when you go to the shop;

but your soul should be arrayed in such'garments as would
fit in the palace of the King, — plenty of clothes, paid for‘
by His unspeakable gift!

Another thing, to make it very plain: How would you
like to be told that in ‘the most elaborate restaurant in
town — I do not know what it is, I'do not know much
about the restaurants in town, but the best one whatever

it lis — supposing you should get word to. say your board : -

is paid as long as you live, if you lived ‘to be as old as
Methuselah, table d’hote yoi know, everything paid in
advance? Now just delight yourself in all the delicacies
that are prepared; do not live on soda biscuits and cheese,
or'anything like that. Just go and get a good dinner as’
often as you feel you want one. Live like princes, it is paid
for. Would not that be a gift? T have had a man come to

“me and behave as though'he twere really an aristocrat. He

would say, “My board is paid 'a week in advance.” A week
in advance! Quite so. Well I will tell you something: mine
is paid for for all eternity, in @dvance. Here, and here-
after, there can be no want to those who fear Him. He
bnngs us into His banque‘tmg house,’ and His banner over
us is love. [He will see to it that you get a gopd dinner

to-day. Go to the pantry, or go somewhere, and get it, for
it is all pmwded for. “Thanks be unto God for H1s un-
- speakable gi

One of the 'blg problems in our day is that a lot of people
cannot pay their rent. ‘That is a sad dhmg Scores of times
I ‘have had people come to me saying, “Now T have got to
get out to-night. My landlady has just given me notice.that
unless I pay my renit to-night, T go out on the street. What
shall' T do?” That is a difficult situation. Would you- not
like to have a house all 'pa.ld for, that will Rever wear out,
that will never need any repairs, upon which you will never
have to pay any taxes; all furnished like a palace, and hav-
ing a clear title to i't a building of God, not -made with
hands, eternal ini the heavens? Would you like to have a
house like that? Sometimes I have heard of a man, who
had money enough, making his:daughter, on the occasion

.of her marriage, 3 present of a house. O, what father would

not like to do. that; just to say to her, “Now my.dear, here
is the deed .of 2 house. It is all paid for; Just go in and be
comfortable, and happy. Do not worry. Tt is all paid for;
it is yours.” Would .you not like 'to have that? That i just
exactly what the Lord did when He gave Jesus Christ: He

bestowed upon this homeless .world a title to mansmm in -

\,

the skies, ~
And there is’ another thing ﬂha‘t has been provxded for.

" Do you like good music? T am surprlsed to find how.many

people manage to get radios. -They just want to hear music
from somewhere. T saw in- the paper dn announcement of
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Handel's Messiah, and I said to myself, “I wish I could go
and hear it. T would like to hear that seven times a week
if I had the time.” Tt never wears out. I like good music,
do you not? It costs a lot of money sometimes, when we
cannot afford it. ‘Some of you have heard Paderewski play,
and you have said, “Oh, I wish I could hear a man play

like that every day!” Ah,but T will tell you what: I am-

going to live in a house some day where everyone who
lives there is an artist, everyone is a trained musician, every-
one has a good voice — no magpies up there — everyone
will have a good voice, everyone will be able to sing, every-
one will be thorpughly trained and disciplined, and there
will not be ‘a discordant note when that great Hallelujah
Chorus is sung, :

Now let me tell you: I have got a ticket for a concert,
and it is all paid for, and it is a reserved seat, and I am
not going to give-it to you: you will have to. get one for
yourself. T am going to be there, and I need it for' myself.
But you can have one too. “Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift.” He will pay-our way into the glory, and
into all the music of the heavenly choirs. Do you not want

". to go? Do you not want to hear it? N

I went into a mian’s home one evening some years ago.
He was sitting in his dining room, and his dining room

table was covered over with booklets. And what do you:

suppose they were? They were- advertisements of travel,
shipping guides, and time-tables of every railroad on the

. continent. And there he was poring over those time-tables.

I said, “What are you doing?”’ He said, “I am making out
a 'trip.”? “Making out, a taip?” “Yes; I am going somewhere,

" and T am just trying to make up my mind where I shall

go. I am going away for a holiday, and T am just studying
the map, and these time-tables, and shipping lists. I have
not decided what ship I shall sail on.” ‘And he said, “This
is the most interesting séason of the year, and I want to go
someéwhere.” Did you ever feel that you wanted to be
always going? Do you ever feel as though you would Jike
to explore all the countries of ithe eatth? Would it not be
lovely to have no obligations, and just get on a ship, and
sail away to see one country, and then go and see another,
and to’ explore all the little-travelled paths of earth, and
come home at 1ast saying, “Well, I have a fairly good idea
of the wonders of this old world”? T am afraid it would
be a temptation to some people if they had money enough
to do it. T confess that I should like it. Sometimes I look
forward to a holiday, a long one, when I could just start

from somewhere, and just-go on — and on — and on, and"

not- care when I stopped. I am going to have it, too, be-

-. -cause my fare is already paid. T have got a ticket for the
long, long journey — oh, not to explore this old earth. T.

can imagine some man, who has lived in a little backwood
village somewhere, where there are just little frame houses,

and anh old rickety pump out in the yard, and ne water in

the house, no:furnace, no cormforts at all, and poor old

. sidewalks — if any — and ‘the fentes all torn down — just
a shabby place. Did you ever see a village down at. the heel?’

I have. Just a little village that looked as though nobody
lived there at all. like some country ceinieteries; just utterly
neglected. And there is 2 man who'is quite interested in
-this Tittle village. But some day he leaves.it. He gets on

.- the traiin and’goes out to another world. He takes a ship

across the sea, and travels the world around. Then he comés
back o this little place, with broken fences, and all the rest
of it. And he says, “My, my, did I-éver live there? How

was I ever interested in a ‘delapidated place like this?” And -

I think the time will come when the finest city that earth

able gift.” E

cdn ‘present will seem so shabby that we shall wonder that
we ever managed to maintain an interest in the things of
this earth at all, when-we shall have gone from world to’
world and explored the universe as T am sure we shall all
do some day, as God’s revealéd children. What a blessing
that will be!"And it is all prepared for us. “Thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift.” You had better get your
trunk packed; you had better get ready for. that journey,
so 'that the time of departure will not find you unprepared.

Now I wonder if any of you were ever lazy. I should not
expect you to acknowledge it. You are. never lazy; you are
tired sometimes. Some people are tired all the time; they
never get over being tired. Some people are always de-
veloping a pain when they want a little rest. I remember
going to a place once, and heard some people singirig about
the land of rest. I stopped them in ithe middle of the hymn
—1I knew them pretty well—and I said,- “Please tell me
why you should sigh for the fand of rest? 'We will change
the hymn to, “To the work, to the work’.” There are people
who want a lot of rest; and all of us want a rest sometimes.

A few years ago T remember being at the Exhibition' —
that was not the last time I was there — and we sat down
at a table ‘at which a great many had been sitting before
apparently, for the table linen needed laundering very
badly. And just opposite me there was a table with father
and mother and three or four children. And they had the
same thing that we had. Mrs. Shields and T were sitting
there. And we were just near enough to these people to
hear this good housewife say, when the food was put on
the table, “Is this not a treat?” I thought, “What in the
world does that mean, to be calling this a treat?”” I thought
it was an opportunity to “let patience have her perfect
work” and to endure something. But 'this woman said, “Is
this not a treat?” T knew what she meant. She had five or

“six other mouths to feed. She had ito look after her chil--
-dren, and that big man of her’s, and that kept her busy

no doubt. And perhaps she had just a bite occasionally in
the kitchen, or when they were 2ll finishing their dinner
she was just about t6 begin. You women smile: you.know
what I am talking about. Now what that. woman meant
was that it was a treat to have someone walit on her. It was
a rést to her to have someone else to take care of her for
one half-hour ‘in her life. I do not blame her. I do not
suppose she cared much about the food; it was just a rest
to be cared for.

‘Would you not like to have servants? Oh, have you not
dreamed of that, just sitting down, and being waited upon?
Would you not like that? T would” We children used to
tell my mother that she was born to be a duchess, if not
an empress. But we all have to have someone to wait on
us, to look after us. Oh, but who could look after you?

-1 know of some who could look after you. Shall I.tell you

—and it is all paid for too. Servants to wait on us!

. When the Queen of Sheba came to see the glory of Solo-

mon, when she saw the meat on his table, and his servants,
there was no breath left in her, so splendidly trained, so
finely apparalled, so serviceable, doing their.lord’s bidding,
guided, by his eye! T do not won'der she was breathfess.

And do you know it is said of the angels, “Are they not
all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who -
shall be heirs of -salvation?” ‘Angels are, literally, even now
are ministering. And when we get to heaven we shall have

-servants 'to anticipate our every need. And their wages are

paid for all eternity. “Thanks be unto God for his unspeak-

\

- . -
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I could go on and on, and tell you o‘f a thQusand things
that are already paid for by ‘the funspeaka'b‘le gift of God.

III. .

Supposmg someone were to send you a Christmas gllft,
supposing it were a good one, an expensive one, or suppos-
ing it were only a poor one, and you were to open it, and
wrap it up and. send it back, and say, “No, thank you, I

do not wafit it?* Could you more grievously offenld any--
one-than by doing that? I hope our dear brother did not.
.misunderstand me..I am glad he came up to me because .
".it serves me.with an illustration. He came up .and waiited |

N . to give me'a bill, and I wanted to-put it 'on the collection
plate, and he smd “No; it is for you. I want you to, have.

. it for a Christmas box.” T want, him to come up.and give

" me that, Christmas -box “at "the close -of this service,.and I.
am going to have the pleasure -of giving it ‘to the radio
fund, because if he gives it to me I.can do what I like with

it: it is mine. Bt I would not be so _ungrateful as to refuse

his gift when-he wanfed to bestow it upon me. “Thanks

be unto God for his unspeaka:ble gift.” And -someone says,’

“Thank you, I do not want.it.” What! you have:not given .
your heart-to.Jesus? You have spurned God’s Best? Is that -

" true?. “Why,” you say, “that would_be a most ungracious
thing to- do, would it not?” What is the best way to treat
a gift like this? Just to receive it. The best way of saying,
“Thank you” to God is to- open your heart.and life to all
that Jesus: Christ wants to be to you, , and dp for you,: and
receive Him in His fulness, and enter into an’experience of

-~ His' abounding grace. .Then you will be ablé. to. say for
ever'and 'for €ver, “Thanks be unto God for, his unspéakable

1ft ?

LAl of you ’boys and girls w1'll receive presénts next Thurs-
day mommg, — and a week from Thursday morning there
" won’t be anything left.of them, most of them will be broken.

And some of the rest of you will recewe some gifts, and
they will be very pretty, and you will say, “Thank you.” It
does not mean much for a iiittle boy to get a wool sweater,

or a litle girl something that she can wear to keep her -

warm durmg the winter time. That-is a real Christmas
present is it not? She may not appreciate it as much as a
box of candy; but it will be far more useful to her. .
" Let me tell ‘you of the Christmas gift ‘our'Lord give,
that will last for time and for eternity: it will never wear
" out. Let us go home rich this morning: plenty to wear,
plenty to \eat, servants’ to. wait on us, and the everlasung
assurance of a covenant-keeping God thatt there shall be

.. " 1o want to them tha fear H1m God bless you every one \

14

. Letuspray;: . -
! 0 Lord, we thank Thee for Thine mfmlte gnft. ‘We all
- need'it. We.are before ‘Thee thls morning as among the most ~
needy on earth. - - .
: “We cannot do without" Thee,
. * Thou Savmur of'the lost; ™
- Thy precious blood:redeemed us -

- .

RS o0 - At.such tremendous cost.” - - \:’-"

C May Thy Holy Spll’lt ‘Woo many to Thyself thls moming, '
... for Thy name’s sake, . Amen. ) \ ) e

i December 19 1930 - A . -t
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" Plan’ to uﬂend

NEW YEARS MORN'NG SERV'CE
o 1030 am < .,

S A unique service of pralse, prayer
| und Ieshmony

L
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-. Adventures of a Modern Young Man,

dn Ideal Gift- for
e et

THE GOSPEL WITNESS

' One Year (52 issues) ........... ~$3.00
* ‘Two Years (104 issues) ........ $5.00
or o
One Subscription ............. $3.00.
Two Subscnptxons e $5.00

With every NEW subscnptlon we will give one
of the following books as a,premium:  *

The Prodzgal and His Brother, or The

_ by Dr. T. T. Shields, 132 pages.

Blakeney’s Manual of Romish Controversy,
by Dr. R P. Blakeney, 316 pages.

Popery in Its Social Aspects,

by Dr. R--P. Blakeney, 326 pages.
The Priest, The Woman and The Confesswnal
by Father Chiniquy, 144 pages.

Sunday 7 30 8 30 P m. .
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The Work -of fhe Hon Sp|r|1' in the Incarnahon of Chrlsf

By Dr. George B. Fletcher

Tonmto Baptist Semmary

“And the angel answered and saxd unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
. ‘and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:.therefore also that _holy thing
e wlnch shall be'born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1 35).

HRIST had a real-being and: ex1§tence Ibefore His in-
scarnation. - He-was with His Father from all eternity,
before any of the creatures came out of the womb of
nothing (Proverbs 8:29, 30). “The great truth of ‘Christ’s
incarnation is this that at the same instant His body was
_ " conceived, or framed of the substance of -the Virgin Mary
- by the power of the Holy Spirit, and His soul created and
“united to it, in 'that very instant did the Son of God, the -
Second Person of the glorious Tfnmty, assume the whole

" - nature at once, “and aké it into union with HIS Divine Per-

son, and $o was made or became a real and true man by
“that assumption, the God-Man, Christ Jesus. Heénce, it_is
said in John 1: 14 “And ‘the Word was made ‘flesh "and
dwelt among us.” The conception of our blessed Saviour
in the womb-of the Virgin Mary was a miracle of the Holy
Spirit, the Blessed Third Person. of thé glotious Trinity,
.and constituted a phasé of His work”with 'respect. to the
Advent of Christ for the redéemption of the. election o‘f
grace. Consider then the peculiar work of the iHoly Spirit

in the New ‘Creation, especially with respect to the concep-
tion and birth of Chnst the -Head of the New Huma.nh:ty

I. ‘WHY. WAS CHRIST" BORN OF A'VIRGIN? - &

1. Christ was born of a Virgin.in agreement ‘with the
first proinise 6f man’s redemption included in the words of
judgment spoken fto Satan upon the Fall of Adam, the Fed-
eral and Representative Head of the human race. “And I
will put enimity between thee and: the woman, and between
thy seed and her (the Virgin Mary) seed; it (He, that is,
Christ) shall bruise (crush) thy head, and thou (Satan)

-shall (but) 'bru1se his-heel” (Genesis 3: 15)

2. "Christ was born of a Virgin tto fulfill ancient prophecy.
“Therefore ithe Lord himself shall ; give you a sign: Behold, a
.virgin shall conceivé; and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel” (Isaiah. 7 14). The niother of Jesus was that
- Virgin spoken of by Isaiah in the light of Matthew 1:18:
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
. -as his~mother Mary. was espoused to Joseph, béfore they
-~ *came rtogether she was found with child. of the Holy Ghost.”

« Christ as God had-no mother, and as man no 'father hut
His mother as man was Mary:

. 3. Christ was boin of a Virgin for 'by reason “of being .

50 *born the holiness of His nature. was- effectlve'ly ‘secured.’
This-exempted Him from the stain, of original sin‘of Adam’s’
first offense, which ‘His nature ‘wholly escaped in that He -
- received it not as-othérs do in"ordinary™ generation wherein

ing extraordiharily produced, was a ‘most pure and holy

and another Adam; and there’fore ‘it was necessary’ He
should be produced 1 in a new way. 2

4. Chrlst was boim of -2 Vlrgm to fulfil ]'erermah s
prophecy: “For the Lord hath created a new, thihg in the
earth, A WOMAN SHALL C'OMPASS -A MAN” _(Jere-
mlah 31:22). There are four ways of g'eneratmg life. (1)

T
original sin is propagated from fathér to son; butt this, be- . _

Christ .was- an extraordlma.ry Person, -

“The . natural way ~— by 'a man and woman. (2)' By man.

without the woman, as was Eve taken from Adam’s side.
(3) -Without either.man or woman, as was Adam. (4) By
woman without 'the man; as was Jesus our Lord. This was

a “New Thmg’ — 2 woman shall concezve without the
man.’

IT. CONSIDER THE FRAMING OF CHRIST’S HU-
.MAN NATURE IN THE WOMB OF THE
VIRGIN MARY.

The framing of Clirist’s human nature in the womb of
the Virgin Mary is declared to be by the power of the
Holy Spirit; thus the humamty of Christ was framed and

-taken into union with Deity in the One Person of “Christ.

The manner was miraculous and supernatural, not by gen-
eration according to-the courSe of hature, but by the extra-
ordinary and supernatural operation of- the Holy- Spirit.
The matter was a true body and a reasonable soul. The .
body was prepared 'by the supernatural work of the Holy

Spirit of the substance of the Virgin Mary; otherwise He
could not be the Son of David, the Son of Abraham. The
Holy Spirit. might have created His body out of nothing,
or framed it of the dust of the ground, as He did_the body
of Adam. But in such a case, though He would have been
a man like one of us, yet- He -would not have been of kin
to us, because it would not have been a nature derived from
Adam the common parent of us all. Our Saviour’s soul,

“created by the Holy Spirit, was infused into His body
It is evident ~

when it was fully organized to receive /it.
that .the Holy Spirit did not beget_ Christ by communi-
cating to Him of His essence; therefore, the Holy Spirit
is not the Father of Christ, though the human nature of
Christ was conceived by Hxs power in the womb of the -
* Virgin ‘Mary, ahd of her’substance. -As He could not have
been real man without a real body and reasonable soul,
which are the two essential and constituenit ‘parts,of man,
so He could not have borne the punishment of his ; people’s
sins, if He had not siffered. in both. Man had forfeited .
both soul and body to divine justice, and should have suf-
fered in both for ever in hell. Therefore, ‘Christ, when He
substituted Himiself in ‘the room and stead of sinners, suf--
fered both in His 'body and in His soul. The sufferings of
His body were with exquisite torturé and pam but His soul
- sufferings were much greater (Isalah 53 105 Mathqw 26

38; Luke 22:44). *

‘CONSIDER THE PER’SONA'L UNION OF THE
:MANHOOD WITH THE GODHEAD IN THE'
~ ONE PERSON OF CHRIST. - - .

. 1. When Christ assumed our nature, sin excepted it was
not united to His Pefson as the three Persong in the God- -
head are united among themselves. They each ‘equally pos-

-sess all there lis of.ithe D1vme essence or nature, and-have

but onie.mind and the same nature and-will. ‘But in Chiist
there are two distinet natures -and w111s, but One Person.

2. These 'two natures m the One Pexson of: Chnst were



" /God (Acts-20:28).

. Glory could be crucified, and for ‘this reason it could be
- said, ¥No man hath, ascended up to heaven, but he that

" came down from heaven, even the Son of Man which is in
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not united physically as the soul and body are united in
" a-man, for-death dissolves that union, “For as the body

without' the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead
also” (James 2:26). But this union. of the Manhood with
the Godhead in the One Person of Christ is indissoluble.
When our Saviour died on the Cross, His soul was severed
from His body for a time, but they both were still united
to the Second Person of the Trinity. 4s much as ever.

3. Nor is this-union of the Manhood with ‘the Godhead
in the One Person of Christ such a mystical union as that

between Christ and .believers. For though believers are’

said ito be in Christ and Christ in tﬂhem, yet they are not

. One Person with Christ.

4. The human nature is so ‘umted with the divine nature

‘in the One Person of Christ as ‘that each nature still retains

its own essential properties distinct. As the soul and the

. body are united and make one person, yet ‘the soul is not

changed into the perfections of the body, nor the body into
the perfections of the soul, so the human nature and the
divine nature are united in the One Person of Christ, yet so

.as the one nature is not changed into 'the other. He took

upon Him the form of a Servant, but lost not the form of
God (Philippians 2:5-7). The glory of His Deity was not

diminished though it was eclipsed or obscured under the.
. veil of éur humanity, sin excepted (Hebrews 2:14-18; 10:

21). In the incarnation of Christ, the human mature is not
swallowed up by the divine, nor changed into it, nor con-

founded with it: but they are so one, that they remain two

still; One Person in two natures, containing the glorious
perfections of ithe Divinity, and the weakness of the hu-
manity. The fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily in
Christ.

At the very moment that the Son of God todk human
nature, sin excepted, into union with ‘His eternal Person-
ality, at that very ‘instant, He spoke the words of Hebrews
10:7: “Lo, T come to do Thy will, O God.” “Wherefore
when hie cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and
offering thou wouldest not, but a body has‘t thou prepared
me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had
no pleasure Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the
book it is written of me —
thy will, O God” ('Hebrews 10:5-7). At that very moment,
in His eternal consciousness as the Son of God He said,
“What the sacrifices and blood of bulls and goats could
not do, I have come dccording to the eternal counsels of the

Godhead, to do by-the taking of this-body prepared Me .

by the Holy Spirit, iri which I will bear the sins of My
people and make atonement for their souls.” In His human
nature — His body 'beariing our sins {1 Peter 2:24) and His
soul made an offering for sin (Isaiah 53:10) — He offered
Himself an atoning sacrifice without spot through the
‘eternal Spirit to God-upon the altar of His Divine nature
(Hebrews 9:14; 1 Péter 1:18-20). ' Therefore, the right-
eousngss wrought out by Christ’s active ‘and passive ‘obedi-

~ ence m His human nature’is called the xl‘lgh-teousness of

God. The blood shed in the wiman nature is the blood of
Consequently, .the Lord of Life and

heaven” (John-3:13; see also John 6: 62 16: 28)

IV. CONSIDER THE EFFECT OF THIS -INDIS- -

SOLUBLE UNION OF. THE TWO NATURES
. IN THE ONE PERSON OF -CHRIST.

"Remember the properties of each nature in the Person

! compare Psalm 40:6-8) to do-

of Christ remain distinct: the one eternal, infinite, unlim-

ited, immense; and the other had a beginning, finite, and

limited. The human nature is not merged with the divine
nature, nor the divine nature become humanized, nor the

two natures mixed and mingled so as fo form a third or one -

of a different kind by the blending of the two.

1. The first effect of this union is the preeminence to
and above all other individuals of the human race. “Then

thou .spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst; I have .

laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one
chosen out-of the people”. (Psalm 89:19).

2. The second effect of this union is the perfect holiness
and impeccability of ‘Christ, that is, His perfect sinlessness.
‘The Father “made him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us,

that we might be made the righiteousness of God in Hlm,”,

which” we could never have been made, if he had been
tainted with any sin. He that needed re'demptlon himself
could never have purchased redem:ptlon for us.

3. The third effect of this union is the communication -

of all grace in the highest degree upon the human nature of
Christ (John 1:16; 3:34, 35).
4. The fourth e'f'fect of this -union is that the human

nature of Christ has received-high and glorious exaltation
after His ‘death by’ reason of being united to the Son of

“God. “But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit
on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy ‘footstool”;

(Hebrews 1:13). )
V. CONSIDER THE ENDS OF GHRIST’S
INCARNATION. -

L. Tt was to show forth the glory of God. The glory of
the Father’s falithfulness in fulfilling His promise (1 John

4:9, 10, 14); the glory of the Holy Spirit’s-power in- the-

miraculous conception of ‘Christ’s human nature (Luke 1:

. 35); and the glory of the Son in the voluntariness of His _
assuming the human nature for the redemption and salva-

tion of, lost sinners. Glory to God in the Highest!

2. Tt was to become our Goel, or near kinsman, in order
to have the right to. redeem’us from the law, its curse and
condemnation; and that we might receive the adoption of
sons and every other blessing included in or connected with

. redemption (Galatians 4:4-7). Oh, the amazing love and’

astonishing condescension of the Son of God to be born of
a woman in order that in our nature by the active obedience
of His life in keeping the precept of the law both in the
letter and spirit, and by His passive obedience™ in death,
suffering the penalty which the law threatened against the
transgressor, He miight provide a perfect . righteousness
which is imputed to the believing, trusting soul-unto justi-
fication of life (Romadns 4:6-8)! Therefore our matures,
as redeemed by the blood of ‘Christ, have* capacity for the
eternal regions of light and'shall dwell in' the immediate
Presence’ of God by His saving grace. He, that united the
human nature to His Divine nature can also so unite every
believing soul to Himself by the miracle of regeneration
that they shall never be sepatated from His redeeming love
(1 Cormth'lansG 17; Romans 8:38, 39). : )

My God, my Creator,
The heavcns did bow
" To ransoin offenders, -
'‘And stooped very fow; .
" .'The body prépared . .
" - By the Father assumes,
1* . " And on ithe kind errand
" s | - .Most joyfully comes.
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Oh, wonder of wonders! For thousands of sinners . \Mly God is returned /
Astonished I gaze, The Lord bowed His head; To glory on high; '

To see in the manger For thousands of sinners W%:;n death malk?s a p.assage,

. . en to Him Tl fly:
- The Ancient of Days; .He groa.m'ed_ and He bled; And join in the song

The angels proclaiming My spirit rejoices, Of all praise through His blood,
The Stranger forlorn, - The work it is done; To Three who are One -

And telling the shepherds My soul is redeemed; In the essence of God.
That Jesus is born. Salvation is won. . (E. L. ScuLECKT)

" THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD IN

THIE. services in Jarvis Street Baptist Church on Sunday,

’

+ We have given to us in this text a true Christian charac-

December 15th, were appropriate to ‘the Christmas
season, as the saints of the Liord remembered with gratitude
the coming of the Lord Jesu$ Christ to earth for our re-

- demption.

In the morning Dr. H. C. Slade preached a message of
comfort and encouragement on the subject, “Peace and
Safety” (Psalm 119:165). That which we know to be the
highest principle "in the universe is love (1 Cor. 13:13).
When the lawyer questioned our Saviour concerning this
magter, He answered that love “is the first and great com-
mandment.” - The degree of this love s deep; it is hearty
affection, not a cold, shallow thing. Love is the surest test
of the condition of the soul. 'A person may claim to have
high principles of righteousness, and live a moral life, but
the true criterion is'love. Do you love? This is the acid
test. The church at ‘Ephesus was rebuked for having left
its first love. The love of God is imparted in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost. Love produces peace.

ter: “Great peace have they which love thy law.” What is
meant by “thy law”? The Word of God in its entirety, the

revealed will of God. Do you love the Word of God, the

‘things of heaven? Do you seek those things which are
above? Then God has worked in your heart and life. A
Christian loves to hear the old, old story and has no wish
to lower the standard of the . To love the Word
is more than to study, search and obey the Word.

Here is a peace which cannot be disturbed, peace of con-
science, peace regarding the future, the perfection of tran-
quility (Isa. 26:3), the peace which passeth all under-

"standing (Phil. 4:7). Dr. Slade mentioned the testitnony

of Rev. John Byers in Sunnybrook Hospital concerning the.

grace of God in the time of severe trial. This text com-
forted -the great Spurgeon after he ‘was censured by the
Baptist Union. _ ' .

Those who love the law of the Lord have a secure posi-
tion: “Nothing shall offend them.” There shall be no cause
of stumbling, but they shall be steadfast and stable. All
“temptations shall be withstood, all threats and trials. Is there
someone here with no peace, no stability? Trrust Christ.

In the evening message Dr. Slade recommended the Gos-
pel which gives such peace and safety. The text chosen was
the testimony of the Apostle Paul; “This is a faithful say-
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief” -(1
Tim. 1:15). The grace of God had cured him of his
Pharisaism, his guilt, condemnation, wretchedness and
ruin. It gave him morality, righteousness and perfect ac-
ceptance before God. Paul had been given life, joy, dig-
nity of office, :Christian usefulness and heavenly hope.
Therefore, he desires to magnify the One who had done

-all this for him.

e
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This was the natural expression of a redeemed heart.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so and tell of the wonders
of 1Christ and the glories of His marvellous grace. By this
means Paul would discharge a heavy obligation. He was
debtor to all men, and the Gospel had been given to him
as'a sacred trust to be delivered, to be recommended.in 'the
Lord’s name. Can we who have the bread of life withhold
it from those who are starving? ) :

The glorious message of the Gospel is summarized in this
text, as it is in the familiar text, John 3:16. It is a soul-
saving text and perhaps needs but to be repeated in your
hearing. It is a faithful saying, a faithful doctrine, a faith-
ful declaration. Tt implies the pre-existence of Christ and
speaks of Hiis amazing humility and condescension. He léft
theglories of heaven; the Ancient of days, the Eternal One,
left the abode of purity to come to a world of corruption

and sin. He left the light of heaven for the sphere of dark-

ness and death, and came from the adoration of the angels
to earth to receive the abuse of men (John 1:11). He left
the eternal throne to be born a Babe in the manger, cradled -
in all humility! What condescension! This is the Christinas
message. This condescension was voluntary on His part. .
His mission- in coming ‘to earth was “to save sinners”.
Sin is the foulest, most hateful, hideous and loathesome thing
in the universe. It has come into every human heart. To-
day sin is described on 'a moral basfs, as it may appear to

.people in respectable society. But not necessarily. Sin is

rebellion against God’s law; it is the despising of God’s
mercy. Opposition to ‘Christ fis sin in its fullest development.
Many people will never be saved, will never go to heaven,
because they will not confess their sinfulness. Christ saves
from sin, from its guilt, condemnation and. power, and
some day He will save us from the very presence of sin and-
present us faultless before the throne of His glory.

Consider the absolute certainty of this Gospel; “This is
a faithful saying.” It is a proved .doctrine, an accredited
Statement. Scripture was fulfilled in the coming of Christ,
and the fact that He came to save from sin is proved in the
experience of multitudes of people. There are sayings and
reports that are true, but they do not serfously concern us.
This is vital; everything depends on your acceptance. If you -
accept it, you are a saved man; if you reject it, you are
still a’lost soul: Tt is not the acceptance you would give *
a neighbour who comes to see you for a few minutes, but
it is the acceptance of a bridegroom who receives his bride
into his home 'to- live. with her till death shall them part.
May many ithis Christmas. season accept by. faith the Lord
Jesus. Christ and be saved.

This clear and strong presentation of the Gospel mes-
sage was broadcast over station CHWO, Qakville, 1250,
and was doubtless heiard by a great multitude outside the
thurch auditorium. The prayers of God’s people will follow
the message, given to the glory of God. —0.1.C.
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B *The Time. of Visitation .. °

- '“If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes, For the days shall come upon
thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee; and compass thee round .. .
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the
time-of thy visitation.”—Luke 19:42-44. - Lo . T )

ra

. -

THUS,_d'id-our,'Saviour weep over the. city of. Jerusalem, of God’s visitation and failed to realize that the long-ex-

‘L His heant torn"with sorrow because of the unbelief of ‘- pected day.had already arrived.” Devoted souls, like Anna

official Judaism with its tragic consequences. In lowly guise,  and Simeon, who 'with fajth and confidence in the Word -

" riding upon the foal of an ass, that the Scriptures might be- of God were living in ‘expectation .of the Messiah’s coming,
fulfilled, Christ had entered the city. The whole multitude had received Him joyfully. They had seen the salvation: -
of the disciples had praised the Lord, but the Pharisees and ~ which God had been preparing. Like Abraham,-they re-
rulers were filled with bitter hatred. In.a few short days joicéd to see-the day of Christ. But,the Jews as a whole
théy would have itheir way,-as they thought, although the continued on their way, worshipping formally in the tem- .

,God of heaven'was ordering all things, and Jesus of Naz- ple, unconcerned about the great, great events which were’

<areth would be-brought to trial, condemned and crucified. taking place before their very eyes. . ' o

" Ever-forgiving those who mistreated Him, saying again == We. are still living in tthe age of .grace; this”present time
and ‘again, “Father forgive them; for they know not'what ~ might well be termed for many the time of visitation: “‘Be-
they do,” with no.thoughtfor His own sorrow, the Saviour- hold, fiow is the’accepted time; behold, now, is the day of .
was filled with anguish at the, prospect of the judgment salvation.” But still, as of old, there‘is-no room for the
which in a few short years would. fall upon the city because Saviour in the inn of human lives., Men are so concerned- *
of the sin of its' people. How He longed for them to turn .. with business or: pleasure that they travel along lifé’s path-

- to the Father in repentancé! Salvation,:deliverance, peace way as though the Saviour had never comé, ‘as though"He
and’ blessing were offered :to them, but they deliberately .Were not near, ready to deliver;those who, call upon Him in
rejected all offers of mercy, repudiating the One who had, faith. Alas! the day of God's patience may soon be over,.s0"
come to bring them pardon. Scorning God’s mercy, they far as many are concerned, and their day of judgment may
miust receive God’s judgment. How tragic it was! -~ . soon commence, because they knew not the time of visita-

This fateful rejection of the Son of God was no new - tion, they knew not that this was their day. : .
thing for Jerusalem, “the city of the great King”. On this' =~ As the Jews-were wilfully ignorant of-the timie.of visita-, =
occasion the enmity of the unbelieving. Jews was called - tion, so' were they- woefully heglectful- toward the” Person
forth when ithey heard the songs of grateful prafise on the -of the Visitor whom God had sent. .The lowly shepherds
part. of the' disciples, who:said, “Blessed be_the King that believed the message of. the angels and hastened to Bethle-
cameth in the name of the-Lord: peace in heaven, and hem-to see those things which had come to pass. When they
glory in the highest.” Some thirty years.before the angelic - saw the Christ, they worshipped Him. The magi, to whom

' hosts had welcomed that same King who had come in the , His coming .had been revealed, also accepted Him as the - ..

name of the Lord, and their song was similar: “Glory to heavenly King. But the majority of the ‘Jews_would have .-
God lin the highest, and on earth peace; good will toward none of Him: “He'came unto his own, and his own re-
men.” But who of the officers and religious ledaders of Jeru- -ceivéd him not.” Their-eyes looked upon the Saviour as He
salem had lifted up. their voices to-praise Him? He had waltked in and out among them,-as He taught in-their -
¢ome as a little Babe, born of a virgin in Bethlehem, just temple and synagogues, and asHe healed the sick. He spake
as the prophets -had. said, but on their. part He was un- as never man spake, He-lived as never man.lived, and acted-
welcomed ‘and unwanted. , They knew not the things that . as mever.man acted, but in their blindress they would ‘not
beloriged to itheir peace; they knew not the time of visita- -accept Him. ‘Seeing, theysaw not. It was the same through-_
tion. . . - . : : * - . .outHis whole earthly life; in His babyhood, His childhood,” .
_ This wilful ignorance was three-fold: they knew not the -youth and manhood He:was despised and forsaken of men; - -
time of :visitation ;; they would not receive the.Visitor; they -they hid, as/it were, their faces'from Him. -
refused to take advantage of .the purpose of His comings - In this our day the Saviour is still rejectéd by the masses.
These Jews should have known that this was their day: Many ministers 'and leaders in the religious, political, social
“If thou hadst known, even thou,-at least in this thy day,” and educationa] realms ‘think of ‘Christ as only a man,-a
the Saviour said, and *“thou knowest not 'the time of thy good, man, perhaps, but just.one fike themiselves. Some
" visitation,” The fact of thi§ visitation from on’ high, this ¥ even go so far as to say- that He, being @ mere man, is -
petiod of special manifestation of Divine grace to men had _ fallible; that He is the. product of His times and not an .
been prophesied from the very beginning. God had-said ~ authoritative guide, that at times He. compromised. They
thiat the seed of the woman would briise the serpent’s head. -bélieve not God's récord concerning His Son, and as-a con-
Mosés. had prophesied, saying, “The Lord thy God will sequence, their eyes are blinded. as to His true "identity.
raise up-unfo thee a- Prophét ‘from the midst of thy breth- Like the multitude in'that day, they know Him not. :
ren, like unto me.” Balaam, Isaiah, Jeremish, Ez¢kiel and-  The majority. of the Jews were ignorant, ‘also, in regard = .
Micahi, .ambng-others, had likewise spoken of this Diyine . to the purposes and the results of the Advent of Christ; who -
visitation, God would come down among His people. The, must say to them, I thou hadst known . .. the things that "
time, place and manner of the birth of the Son of God had belong unto. thy peace!” For icenturies the Jews had been :
been clearly forétold.” They lived in that day, and yet their . in bondage fo a foreign powér..From the time of the cap-" &
eyes were still upon the distant future. With"their minds . tivity until thé day when_ the L.ord spoke to them, except .
closed to.the truth because of their sin and disobedience, . for a brief period, they had beén down-trodden and forced - -
they were clingirig to their own notions concerning the time .. to submit to the control of alien rulers. “They had . longed -

-
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for release, for peace. " Yet, it had not come, at least so
they. thought. But the promised “Princé of Peace” was in
their midst,” the one who would guide itheir feet into the
way of peace, and they knew it not. They erred, not know-

ing the Scriptures; the whole world was in turmml and

they were watching for one who would defeat then' foes

and bring*peace to their land. They were longing for peace”

from their foes without, but spumed the Christ because
He came to bring peace within.© He had come as God
manifest- in the. flesh;, God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto Himself. This peace of reconciliation with God

-was utterly _beyond them because theéir hearts were dark-
. ened with sin. " They shunned the light, lest their deeds-be
manifest. The peace of soul which the Lord promised to -
- those who would come to Him, that peace which He alone

can give, was something : which, theéy could not undefstand,

. because they would not. Their true peace, s a nation, as".

a city and as individuals rested upon their attitude to the

Lord Jesus Christ. They scorned Him and uttérly repudiated -
*His mlss1on of 'bmngmg spmtua.l pea.ce to their hearts. . They

The Chrlshan

knew not the thmgs which 'belonged unto their peace.
This is a restless age in which we live. Men feverishly

 strive for gain, for fame, for prestige. In the political world

there is"much talk of péace, but little of it in evidence. If
people would but turn their eyes to the one Mediator, to
the Saviour who died that we might have peace with God,
the peace of God and peace with our fellowmen! Instead
of that, like the Jews' of old, they close their eyes to their
real eternal interests and seek i in worldly ways to bring some
“order out of the current confusion. -Tt is still true that many
do not know the things which belong unito their peace.-

At this season of -the year when our minds are especially -
drawn to the Saviour’s coming upon earth for our salvation,
‘may the hearts of many turn to the Lord, that His Spirit
may enfighten ithem so that they may recognize that this is
the day of their visitation!. May they believe His Word that
Christ came to save them, and that His peace will be the
portion of all who truly trust Him and commit their way

unto Hirh!’
'\ A <. '—_'O.L.C. *

and Chris’rmas R

_'._ ‘Rev. G, A: Adaims, BA,, B.D.,- L

N _ : Regtstrar of Toronto Baptist Seminary

JINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN years
ago on December 95th Christ was probably 5 years

2. months old. The traditional anno domini, is manifestly
wrong in’ that there is proof.that Herod the Great, who
sought to destroy tthe ‘babe Jesus, died in the year 4 B.C.

_ Abbot Dionysius Exiguus. of the sixth century, upon whose

reckonings we date our years, evidently was in error. The
reference to flocks being in the.fields-at the time of birth
likewise suggests December as unlikely, for sheep were usu-
ally taken into rtht: folds in Nowvember - and ke:pt in till

‘This con§1cierartlon coupled with /cwdent rpagamsm that

"~ . is associated for many with Christmas, may direct us to

consider two matters.

I. Should Chmtmas Be Observed by Chmttans?

Some very ffine believers following some of the Puritans
say nay. The excessive eating and drinking, the increasing
conimercialization, the occupation of Christ’s | place by Santa
Claus, together with the lack of 2 specific injunction in
the Word of God encourage them in this attitude. While
we do not share this opinion, we must respect the convic-
tions of these Christians. Tn Roman 14:6f. we read: “One
man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth
every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his
'own mind. He ithat régardeth the day, regardeth it unto -

the Liord; and he that regardeth not the _day, to the Lord.

he doth not regard i” .

Sometimes the . opposers of [Christmas .try, - in any dis-
cussion, to force their adversaries into ‘the false posmon of
oondomng all the related &vils. because the day is even

celebrated. This trick of logic is invalid. Many-good. th.mgS"

have been -corrupted by tradition and usage. .The two
ordinancesof Baptism and the Lord’s : Supper may be cited

as examples, but that does. not lead Baptxsts to the position .
. "of our Salvation Army friends who ignore the ordinances
" a’ltogether No Christian will coridone gluttony and intoxi-
caftion. In.a country with a Christiari heritage itis not sur- -

pnsmg thait the majomty of our coun‘trymen, who of course,

[d '..

are not born-again people, have a secularized version . of -
Christmas.

However, is lthere any precedent for the practlce and can
the observance of ‘Christmas contribute anything to the
people of God? We reply by réminding ourselves that man.
is a social creature, and it is not good that he should dwell
alone. Families and even -nations are divine institutions. .
He who voluntarily defies this prindiple of lifé pays the _
penalty by 'becommg an oddlty Religion for Israél was not
individualistic in the main. Progressive revelation leads from -
the material to the spiritual, and from the nation to the

individual. - Joel predicted that a new era would come when .

he declared: “And it shall come to pass, that whosocver
, 'shall call on the name of the Loord shall be delivered . :
" (Joel 2:32). However, the social aspect of religion is never -
destroyed for we must not forsake ‘the assembling. of our-
selves together (Heb. 10:25).- . One of the apocalyptical .
\2nsx5ns of the church is that of a foumquare city (Rev.

1:2) :

Among' the provmons made by. Jehovah Jireh for this
social nature was that of the feast of the Passover, Pente-
cost and Tabernacles. For these the faithful would congre-
gate in Jerusalem often’ from various parts of the Medi-
terranean world.. The- Feast' of Tabernadles especially was
a-very joyful occasion, so much so that pem'tentlal tears-at

Ezra’s reading of the la.w were quickly checked on one such - - °

occasion. In the New Testament we:have. references to
feasts in connéction with weddings and with. the- prodigal’s
return and theén there was ithe Agape, or love feast which
primitive Christians ebserved. Clement of Alexa.ndna ‘who .
belonged to the Second Century, AD., makes reference 10 .
the festival of Christmas.. This of cou:rse was centuries be-
sfore.the church of Rome came to lord it over western
‘Christendom. We-can well understand how people trained
in the observance of joyful feasts should follow the pre-
cedent .of the angelic host and celebrate Christ’s birthday. .
One of the happiest notes of Scripture is that of “Unto us
a-child is born, unto us a son is given . . .” (Isa.’9:6). Yes,
-there is no specnfu: injunotion in Gods Word to observe
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the day (neither is' there specific warrant for ‘Sunday
~ Schools, missionary meetings, etc.) but how natural such
 a celebration was, and how useful to kéep man reminded
of such a cardinal doctrine as that of the Incarnation.

So to the opposers of Christmas we swould write a re-
minder of the need for Christian liberty in “matters indif-
ferent”, and 4dd a caution agalinst the “danger of the
spiritual pride which suggests superior spirituality because
of non-observance. If a choice has to 'be made between
geniality and moroseness, this writer will choose the former,
feeling that a spiritual observance of Christrnas is far more

beneficial than indulging in'critical disgust.

I'I How then should Christmas be observed: 2

Negatlvely, the Christian will not indulge in/ excessive
eating, for he must be temperate in all things. He will not
be guilty of rash spending, for he is a steward of his Lord.
As lying is evil, he will no doufbt want to avoid deceptlon
about Santa Claus,

On the positive side, he may wish to saﬁlsfy his social
nature by renewing world-wide contacts through the mail-
ing of seasonal greetings. He may wish to entertain and be
entertained by his friends. Likewise he may, wish to be
reminded of his Christian responsibility towards the sick
and the needy. But- above all he, should enjoy the fellow-
ship of the saints and engage in joyful thanksgiving on
account of the advent of the Saviour. In recent years the

- writer has ‘come to appreciate greatly a Christmas morning

service, but whether this be adopted or not, no doubt some
distinctive service in connection with this. fest1v1ty will be
appreciated.

At a time of year when multitudes are accustomed to

* present gifts to their loved ones, have you ever considered

making a special thank-offering unto the Lord Jesus on the
* day traditionally observed as His birthday? The precedent
of the Magi may well bé noted. - As a suggestion for a way
. of giving unto God, what about such worthy causes as 'your
local church Tue GosPEL WITNESS or Toronto Baptist,
Semi

We subrmt that such a spiritual ce‘lebratlon of Christmas
-would be the most-effective way of countenng the i increas-
mg secularization.

" Bible School I.essnn (uiline

Volume 21 Fourth Quarter Lesson 13 December 29, 1957
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Toz.)

PROMISES OF BLESSING
Lesson Text: Malachi 8.
Golden Text: “And they shall be mine, salth the Lord of hosts,
“in that day when I make up my jewels.”—Malachi 3: 17
I. The Commg of the Blessed One: verses 1-6.

The Old Testament prophets were reformers, in the true
sense of the word. They were sent of God to- declare to the
people of thelr day the flaming message of rebuke for the
prevalent sin and apostasy, but with a message of encourage-
ment to the faithful remnant who continued to fear God. It
was their task to call the nation to repentance.

Among the sins of God’s people which merited rebuke was

the habit of murmuring against Jehovah — against His Per-

son, - His commands and. His Providential dealings (Numb.
14:2, 29; 26:68, 656; 2 Cor. 10:10). The charges laid at their
door brought forth either an impudent denial or an insolent
challenge: “Wherein have we' despised thy name?” (1:6);
“Wherefore ?” (2:14); “What have we spoken against thee?”
(3:13). Beholding the seeming prosperity. of the wicked,
they went so far as to charge the Lord Himself with un-
righteousness: “Where is the God of judgment?” (Mal. 2:17)

To these sceptleal sinners, as well- as to the discouraged -

believing remnant, the prophet, speaking by inspiration, an-
nounced the coming of the Messiah, the messenger of the
covenant (Isa. 63:9). Of late there had been no Divine inter-
vention, and evil seemed to hold undisputed sway, but the
Lord would surely come; He would break the long silence
(Psa. 50:1-6; Habb. 2:20; Hagg. 2:7). The Lord would send
a messengér, before Him "to prepare the hearts of the people
for His coming (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 4:5, 6). That messenger was
John the Baptist, the forerunner of- the Lord Jesus Christ

- (Matt. 8:3; Mark 9:11-13; Luke 7:27). It is significant that :

the word “Malachl” mears “my messenger”.

The children of Israel had long been awalting the commg .
-of the Messiah, hoping to be delivered from political bond-

age, but they dld not realize that their greatest need was
for redemption from the. bondage of sin. The prophet an-
nounced that the Messiah would surely come, and when.He
came, He would purify them.and refine them, even as gold
and silver are refined by fire of judgment and purging (Job
28:10; Isa. 1:25; 4:3, 4; Zech. 13:9; Mal. 4:1; Matt. 3:10-12).
Who could stand before the Holy One of God (Rev. 6:16-17) ?
When purged from sin, they would be able to present offer-
i\rilgls Y}{llc)h would be acceptable to the Lord (Isa. 1; 10-20;

It was ‘because of the faithfulness of. God, who changeth
never (Numb. 23:19; Rom..11:29; Jas. 1:17), but is the same
yesterday, to-day and forever (Psa +102:25-28; Heb. 1:10-12;
13:8) that the Israelites, the descendants of Jacob had not
been utterly consumed (Lam. 8:22; Amos 9:9). God was faith-
ful to'His covenant with the patrmrchs

- II. The Conditions of Blessing: verses 7-18.

The Divine” Surgeon carefully diagnosed the spmtual ill-
ness of the inhabitants of the land-and plainly declared the

cause of their present distress,” In spite of their pretended )

innocence when, blinded with pride, they argued against every
charge, they were arraigned before the,bar of God’s justice
and -pronounced guilty of robbery against the Most High.
Wherein had they robbed Him? They had withheld from Him
the glory due His riame (Psa. 29:2), the obedience of their
hearts to which He was entitled (Isa. 29:13), the tithes which
He had commanded (Gen. 14:10; 28:22; Lev. 27:30; Numb.

18:21, 24; Deut. 26:2) and the’ offerings which they had

gzo;ni)sed in token of love and gratitude to Him (Exod. 23:19;
6

To experience a return to His favour, the people must re-
turn’ to the Lord (Deut. 28:1-3; Isa. b5: 7; Zech, 1: 3). To
prove ‘that the Lord was true to' His - promise, let them take
Him at His word (1 Kings 18:24, 37-39; 1 Chron. 21:26; 2
Cor. 9:6-8).. Let them bring into "His courts the whole tithe
(Prov. 8:9, 10; 1 Chron. 26:20; 2 Chron. 81:11; Neh. 10:38;
88:10-12) and generous offenngs (Exod. 22:29). If this were
-done, instead of resting under the curse of God, they would
experience blessing (2 Chron.. 7:14). Moreover, the Lord

. would undertake for them and fight for them against their

enemies, giving them complete victory (2 Chron. 20:16-17;

Isa. 54:17) and also economic prosperity (Deut. 28:11, 12)

and a good name among the nations (Deut. 28:13; Mal. "2: 9).

They must cease their smful complammg agalnst the Lord, -

for they had been murmuring in the time of adversity that
it did not pay to serve Him (Job 1:9; 21:7; Psa. 73:18, 14;
Jer. 12:1), since to them it seemed as though the w1cked
always prospered, whereas the righteous frequently suffered
adversity (Psa. 73:1-12; 94: 8).

In spite of the general unbelief and wickedness, there were
some, the .faithful remrnant, who remained true to the Lord
(Isa. 1:9; Jer. 15:11-21; Rom. 11:5). They were His chosen
servants - (Rev. 17:14), the ones who knew the secret of the
Lord (Psa. 25:14) and had their dwelling in the atmosphere
of His presence (Psa. 91:1; John 15:7). Upon-them He would
shower His blessing (Ezek 84:26). They feared the Lord;
that is, they loved, honoured, revered and..obeyed Him (Psa

19:9; Mal. 4:2). They thought and meditated upon His name,

thmkmg of what He was -and-what He had done for -them
(Psa."1:1, 2; Mal. 2:5, 6).- They spoke often of Him one to

, another, bearmg testlmony concerning His goodness. Men of

earth might despise them, but the Lord took notice of them
and He would remember them when the books were opened

(Psa. 56:8; Dan. 7:10; Rev. 20: 12). They would be His own' -

precious Jewels, the erown of His glory (Dan. 12:3; 1 Thess.

2:19,.20). May we all be among those chosen faxthful ones -

who brmg joy to the heart of their Master and Lord'
— Dmly Bible Recdlngs on‘page 2 —
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