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THE· CHILD OF THE MAID 
I' By JOHN OXE~HAM 

I
~ On ·Chri.'stmas Day the alUM was born, "0 rittle, little feet, dears, 
ft On qhristmas Day in the morning;- . So eurly, curly sweet!-

. ' .. Ho,w wiU !it be with you, dears, 
-To tread the long way. lone and lorn. When al'l your 'Work's oomp'lete? I 

t.~ -:-To wear the bitter. crown of thorn; 0 r til Ii tl hands d 

r ----'-To break-the heart by man's sin torn. Th' It e •. t elL~.~ ,. bears, , 
\IlaJt: creep alUUUlL my reast.- .~ 

~
• -To die at last the Death of Scorn. WhaJt great !things you will do dean, 

FOr thi's The Child df the' M~aid was born, Before you lie at rest!' 
on Chr~'as Day in. the morning. ' O·sd£test little head, dear, 

I
~ It slhaH have crown df gold, 

. The sweet Maid-Mother won(iering, 0 sweet, white, soft round body, 

ft Bu,t ·th~t first day when He was born, For it !!hail'l have great honour I 
Among the caJIltle and the coriJ., Before the world grows old! .. 

~ 
And swee'tly, deep1y, pondering It shalil Sit Upon a throne! 

- The words thait in her heart did ring, My litJtle one, my liJtde one, I. 
Un'to her new-born king d~d sing,-' llhou art !the HigJ:1es't's son! 

g All this the angel told me, 
ft . "My baJby, my baby, . . And So 'I'm sure It's true, . I 
~ My own Httle son, For he tdl(J. me who was coming,-, ~Il~ Whence come you, " And thaJt: Sweet 11hlng is YOU." , 

,.. Where go you,' . 
My own 'liittle one? On Christmas Day The Child·was born, 
Whence come you? - On Christmas Day &n ifl'he inomng;-

And now, :t.mb,> me a!I[ 'alo,ne . -He trod the long way. lone and lorn. 
That 'Wonder 01£ wonders is properly known'_He wore the bitter crown of thorn. 
Where gO you? . . . -His hands and feet and heart were torn, 
Ah, that now, ',tis on~y He knows, -;-He died at last the Dea.th of Scorn. 
Who sweetly on us, dear, sU'ch favour bestows. . . 
Irrus, dear, this day is some great :work begun,""":" But through His commg Dea.'!h was slain, 

:.!- . t.~. m.nJ;~ .. _~e.7~:d~/:V:OUld[t~eredon.e! ~n:ttfs~:~k. ~~ .. 4t:r.aid·.WalSborn. ' .' I 
: And---'w;,m1-it~l. On Cbri<lmas Day!nthe~. I 
~~~~~U~~~~~~~~~~~d' 
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, . : THE' MORNIN~ STAR ~ .. ' . 
J 

... :. .. .: When the evils of-earth were greatest ':~ -t4t ·.~n5ptl. B.itntS5 

~. 

• I ~ 

.,' 

Th~ Chris.t-c~ild came from afar;,.' " 
· Whe'~ the night of the. world was darkest 

! ·Shone 'forth the/ Bethlf!hem Star; 
, Gloiy.and peace was its tnessage~ 

.Love· and go04will to. m:en,,""" . 
A peace beyond their making,. ;. r' 

. A love .beyonrj Jheir ken· . . ' 

Long has ~he. vex'ed world-waited -'. 
The peace that He ca'nik (0 ~ring; 

Long have the turbu~ent peoples - . 
. Looked-for a righteous king; 

· 'Long has Hi,r sad creation·: . 
. 'Waited redemption'S word;. :. 

Long have His fa#hful·serva~.ts 
.... W~tched for their absent i..'ord·. -~ 

.Long - but the. time. draws neaTer, 
. The Bridegroom comes from afar; 
When the-night of t~e age is darkest· 

We shall see tne Morning Star. 
evil is gTo.wing stumger, . 

4nd h~arts are sick with.fear; 
But our hope ·is 'gro'wing brighter, 
. For we know ·that the. hour is near:: 

faint .iT!- the dark skies gle~ming, 
· Faint o.n the" roaring seas,. . 
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.T· HE key nate ¢ the gospell is joy~ Never was there a the <things they had seen and hea.ril. \Yell did the pi:oPhe't: 
'. more blessed d~I"ara:1!ion df ~s fact than when the angel IS'aiah, with his 'full ~nowledge of the 'Redeemer's work to 
announc~d 'to the shepherds of Bethlehem tthe: I?-anvjty of. put an end 11:0 sin' 'and bring m: evedasnng righteousness, 
Christ; "Behold," hesa:id, ~'I bring -you good tidings of gr:ea~ caill on the whole creation to shout for joy. . '. 
joy, which shaJl:lloe to all people. For. unl1:o you is born this To ~e Chrisllian Christmas time is':an occasion of u'tmost 
da-y in Itl}e city df David a Saviour, wmcll is Ghrist the joy. In medi.tation, we look ·again uPon tthe babe of Bethle
Lord." To 'further show the' interest 'and exu'hation' of hem for the confirmation of our faith and remember-'a.t is 
heaven in this srupendous event, t!he angel Who heralded: wdtten: '''F<?r unlto us a cl;.~ld is bom, unto. us a son is 
the tiding'S was "suddenly joined by a mwtitude Of tlie .heav- given: and Ithe government sharr~ be upoI{his shoulder: ~d . 

. . . ~ enly host 'Who broke forth ··as a mighw choir pradsing GOd, his name slrallibe ca~led WondeIful, Counsellor, The mighty· . 
and saying "Gl<;>ry to God in the highest, .arid on earth God, The everlaStling. Father, The Prin'ce 9f Peace." :Also 

. peace; guod will ·toward men." T:!:iey had 'seen, at th¢' be~ .. ~unto ,them thalt ~oo'k for him sha;}f he appear tHe. second . 
ginn~ng of crea:1!ion. the kindling of Ithe stars, o1Jhe :r:aising· time wi.thOut sin unto sallvaJliion." 
df ilhe wor.ld of stone and . water Into a: beautiful earth 'filled . th' . . '.: . 
with life, and the makling Of :man. aM,df.which fHle.d. them . Joy to e·world: the Lord IS rome! 

:"> Let earth rea;iv~ her King; . 
with 'Wonder; . What they saw this time eclipsed_all. :The, . Let every heart p-repare iH;im room, 
mighty Cod is here clothed in the f1lesh df 'a Httle babe" . And heaven an~ nature sing .. 
'WlClIpped iin 'a poor'woman's swaddling d(jfues·and lying in . - . .' 
a.m~ger of hollY. This, the an8"f!l's cry, is beyo~d all glory, THE .GoSP~LWITNESS staff: .Wishes ali} ~ders 'of :rHE 
-yea, .the· mpst. ~loriou~ qf: 'a;ll. The Ifavo~red shephe$ '.to QOSPEL WITN~ss"a jt>y0U~.: Christmas and. a 'prosperous 

i·whom the tidings of heavef!ly gladness were 'first announcid New Year:. . ~bR. H. C. SLADE;" . . .. 
retumed from 'tne sight, glori!fyi~g ~d ~sing God for'all . ...... ' . Chairman, Board df Direc:tors .. 
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" "Our Lord's 
: 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. H. C. Slade 
, ,,', ( :, ' , 

Prea:ched in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, December 161h, 1956 
. . .... . . 

,(Electrically Recorded) 

, "For unto us a child is born, ~nto us a son is given; and the government shall be -
upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called -Wonderful, Counsellor. The mighty God, 
The ~ver1!1sting Father, Th~ Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no el\d, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish-it with judgment and with justice f~om,henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of,hosts will perform. this;"-Isaiah 9:6, 7. ' 

, ' r rr MIG-Iff be 'Profitable !for us, ~ we approach the ndtle.'ing externailly that can.deiit~Y 'jIt -"'The gates of heN 
. 'Christmas season, to eonsider briefly the context of this, shall rioLprevail 'a:galinstit."Therefore, "of this govern

. text. Around aOO ,years, before the 'Lord JesU!! Ohrist was ment,"nesays, ",1here shaH be np end. He shaU ,reign for 
~rn, i't was a time Of trouble. Judah, as a country; was eVer 'and !for ever.", " '," ' , 
~hadowed With gre'aJt anxiety. An ~w'fu1 figure, like a cloud, ' 'l,don':t need to say to you 'as an audience tonight, that the 
loomed up <;>n. the horizon, 'and to It!hem it was !fiUed with' fulfilment 'of ~I othis' is found in none other than. the peison 
the potentia.lities, o!f stotm,.troUible, qightning,' and destru'C- of !!he',Lord Jesu~ Christ. ' 'Soine oI{ '!!he' old 'Commentators. 
tion. It was nothing less than the figure· of 'the Assyrian' have thought ,the reference w~~ade to Hezekiah who'was 

,anny, '~andiQg befqre ,them thirsty for the blood of the yet to,come. Now, Hezekiah 'Was 'a great king; He was one 
people of -God; rea:dy' to de~:r ,Wi!!h all its fiercen!!ss, and - of Ithose who did' tha.t ,which was right :in the, sight of the 
might. The Hebrew people £earea.'!for the welfare' of , their 'Lord. Under hiim !th!!re 'Y'as effeOted,agreat turninir.back . 

" <:puntry and cried out!foi- a ,deliverer. They ha,d cOnvictions to '!!he living God; 'a throwing 'away o!f their idols. AH that 
with respect to the future., They bd.lieved tha't!!they were the. is true. But Hezekiah 'in turn, like all ~efor~ him,. had .to 
chosen of God; 'and as Hosea so clefU'ly set before ,them - go the"way Of·all flesh. He, :likewise, ~as 'gart:heled unto his 
he loved them·and therefore he 'drew them-and made them fathers. 'My 'friends; after "ne ca:me and departed, ,~ere 
'to ~ a'great p~opl~and -a great naJtion"":" they knew tl}ere was no cancellatioI). of tHis prophecy, for'irpoin,ted forth 
,was a future, and they !had an eye Ito iit. Aibrah:am had that beyond the days of Rete-kiah to One who was to"come. He, 
visio~ 'and he'ld, finnly the same belief. They lbel~eved that refers to Him here under these titles: "Unto us ,a child' is 
their destiny was wrapped :up with the purposes Of Alinighty born, unto us~ son is given." , ' 
God., ,', " 

I. 
..... I~ s~ into the scene and he comes forth with bright 1 wapt us tonighit to cpnfine our' ;thoughts particularly 
propheCies '- promlses of !better, ye'a, great days. He refers ,to !the one tide; the one that ~o filY mind is unique, "His
to It!h~ promise of-a deliyerer wno was to come. He proII)- ,'n,a:me shal'llbe called WONDERFUL." We,shaU make but 
is~ to theni great victory. My friends, Christianity not only brie!f refetence 'to others. Of course, one or al1 of the titles·
predicts but" if I may use a stronger tenn, 'assures us of a given cannot adequately describe this p~fsOn, Jesus Christ; 

,bright' and glorious ,,future. All c;>ther ,relig.ions which 'we yea,:they all fali short. We 'are told that there-are no less 
refer to as non~Christian religions hOld out no· brightness,,:. than Q65 ,tides used to set forth this person, the Son of God. 
no, promise before their adnerents' 'aJt a!ll, and I can welll You say, ,"Why so ma:ny'?" Because, dear friends, not one or 
:understand how ~ m3.llY of'theim come to 4tmost-despa:ir.: ·all ~!!hem together 'Can really proclaim ;this One.'We some-

, 'Not so with ,the Christian fa:ith. And so 'Isaiah lifts their" times sing, "Join alhhe glorious'na:mes, of wisdom, love and 
, rinds itp to God, fil~s them :with hope a:nd !tells theci of power, that mortals ever knew that angels ever bore. All 

the 4eliV'erer to come. And he refers Ito the qualities of, ~ too mean., to speak' His worth, too mean to set my 
1lb.i~ deliverer, setJ:ing them oqit'!ri a series' 'oIf titles, as I Saviour 'forth." , But hum:an ,titles are given. Language is 

" hll:v~ read to~ght. He gives us none other 'than a p~phetic supplied, thai!: we may have some ~dea, some, 'COnception of 
view of the promised 'Messiah. " This,promised 'Messi~, as tHis,great person. - Paul broke fort~ into praise and said, 
he saJid, is 'to be both human ;and divine., He is to be the "Thank~ !be 'unto ,God 'for his ,unspeakaJl>le gift." ,"Vnspeak
God-man. Therefore, '!he speaks saying, '''Unto us a child, a.ble gift"! What" does it mean? 'lit simply 'means the in
'is' born, - hu~y; bUit alSo unto us 'a Son is given" --: expressible gilftj or another definition, that ,which is not 
divinity, deity- s:etiting forth, the great truth, 'as we con- fully exp:)Unded. T~at Js our Saviour. You'say, '''Well"much 
sidered i't ~'ast Lord's Day evening, tiha:t,this One will come; has .peen written concerning Him. Su~ly .~any of His 
born of a virgin. Bu~ also He as ,One giv~n. He ill to be a' glories, millions of iHis glories have been sefforth through 

, rul~r, as set' forth here., He sha!1l.'reign forever, ~d of His ,the, centuries. How 'ma:ny sermons have been' preached 
, government there shall be no end .. His government will be 'a~t Him!" To this hour the 1:rui1:h co~cerning Him and 
an indestructible government: There is nothing ijltemaily H,IS greatness never has been ex'haust~d and- ~as never yet 
~n His kingdom to briilg about COITIJ.ption. It is incon-upt-' been" !tully ,~pounded: \'Now we know in. partj',but" then 
~~le, U:lldef~led, and that 'whkh fadeth n?t aJWay. TJ:tere is we s~l know even 'as 'also we,are known.!~ T~~ Qu.e'en of 
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'Sheba came 'al[ 'Ilhe way from her cou~try 'to hear the w'is- people in ,the nation, and ,as_he wa!}ked and moved in aibout 
doni 'of Solomon and to behdld something oIf hIs glory. She ,them, 'he was d:istinguished, set apart, separated in tihis 
had heard a great deal, but when 'Solomon ~ed her !from one. regaJrtL My !friends, thi'S One 'is the most distinguished One. 
chamber df ~e temple.'and 1Jhe palace Ito another, "<Uld she ,He:is a:bove all; He is the hlgh~st One exalted Ito the high
heard mu'Ch of what he !had to say, she !had no sp'irit within est ,1lhrone, the sepa,raited One,' the One apart from a)l. 
her., She exclaimed, "The half was not told me." . In other words, there is none ~ike Him. .But, the word is 
. My friend'S, you can sftldy this Person, the wonders of weill used, '·Wonderful"., His name shall be called Mar
our great Saviour, 'through ~i'fe. Oh, God h~p us so to do! vel1lous, 'Miraculous, separated, urlique, standing ailone. Dh, 

, To giJ'to His college, to sit aJt His feet, as did Mary, and as we like Ito 'add, !He is 1lhe chieifest among ten ,1l'housand 
learn of Him, a1Jtain unto al:l tihe :knoWledgy we can . .Then to <>1;lr souls. ''Thou art fa'ire,r than the clU1dren at men: 

~ we will find, it;hat we have only scratcht;d the SURace, we grace 'is poll,red into thy tlips." I like the way II:he text rea'Cls, 
have only had a NUle glimpse. But some day we 'shaH see "his name shaJll be ca1le~ Wondetful." In other worqs, He 
Him· 'as He is. We 'are ,told we shall be like :l-fim. Wonder was wondetful, He:is wonderful. IBut here ,is the pOint, He 
of aU:I wonders that 'that should be so! But the tit!le here shaH!1 ever be caJlled Wonderful. There is referen'Ce some
gives to' us iais name, "shlrll 'be cal1ed Wonderlul". 'My times to ~h'a.t we'call a "nine-days' won'der".'([t is a proverb. 
friends, the titles which 'refer Ito ,Christ have II.leaning. What That ~s,a:boUit 'as.1ong 'as ~me oIf these wonderslive.-:- nine 
does tihis one mean?, His-n'ame shall be called Wondedul d'ays --and !they are gone. But this' Wonder, this wonder
because He 'is w<?ndevful. There are .,thousands df thmgs in full 'Person, !lh!all be fotever,an'<i I:I'is wonder s~ll be for
this 'Nfe 'C3!lled wonder.ful; but there !is nothing wonderluP ever, and He shalll be called, -throughout '311 eteml'ty, "Woo.-· 
aJbout 'them; they are quite ordinary: . derfull". Thank God, we shain have the privilege of 3;C-

My wd:fe and, I were "on'C't< 'trave~ling in a car. ~h~ lady claiming Him, as,such. There 'is no time when th:.is One 
who was,driving us 'a:bout, I,'was wishing would change her shall not be called "WondeIful" .. He'was wonderf'U'lduring 

. temJ. a little bit, for ~t 'almost every fum of the road ,as we His 'thirty yearS'here. WondeIifuil indeed, as ([ want us 1X>. 
would v'iew some sct;n:ery, she 'WOuJd say, and 1 can hear her see Ibrief1ly. But His wonder doesn't end there. 'It goes on 
yet,. '.!extra-oI'cj.inary." We would ltaJ<.e another tum, "~tra- forever. "He shall be calUoo·Wonderlul." . 
ordinary." "My, this .is extr~-ord~n:ary." ([ felt th'3lt mOst of I These 'title's are most gripping 1X> me. 1;1J'hink we sh~uM 
what we saw. was qUIte ordmary. I had seen trees ?~ore, pause for/a momenlt to nouce how ·1lhese other til\1les, given 
and I had seen rol:Lds and, tJIrns, and houses, and cdttages, to us' here do also have a part and diisclose to us something 
and all the rest. Really, 'I 'didn't trunk there was anything Of the ~nderlulness of 'this 'Person. ''!His name shall 'be 
so extrlJ.Ordinary 'about them. Oh, we use that 'teml, "'\,YOn- C'aJlled Wonderful, Counsellor." I 'don't believe that' is an 
de.~u[" of ~~gs not w~n;devfu~. But, when it applies to 'adje'Cltive - wonded'lll Counse)lor - and yet He is a wop
this Person, 1t IS true. He IS wonderfull. derful Counsellor. 'But that name lis a noun. His name shall 
, Manoah and his wife~ if'aJther 'and mother of the great be caJlled 'Woridetfui' but He is also Counsellor which 
Samson, had a visitation from God:,An angel came an'<i simply means He, is ~e al:l~wise One. He is qUaiNfied to 
spent some little time giving them 'a prophecy concerning gu!ide 'and <Hrect in wisdom the whdle, human, race. He is : 
Samson, and· so on. Mandah dared to ask, "WhaJt is' your qualified to direct kings staJtesinen emperors. Oh that 

?"Th 1 "Whd th k ? ' •• ' name. e ~p y . was, . Y' ost, ou as me my name they would bow before Hl!Hl! Our poor U mted NatIOns can 
when it is Wopderfu'l?" or '''Secret'' is 1lhe word in our meet day in and daJy out, week in and week out, and never 
aurt'horized version; but .it actually means "wonderlul". He offer a prayer to this On~. the only. One who can give 'them 

" had a visi:tation, my friends,. if,rom none other than the Son common sense, wh'ich I t~ink they need. He alone can 
of God Hi,mselif. "My 1J'ame," 'He says, ''is WonderfuL" . give them guidance. He is Ithe only all-wise One. He never 

Ilsaiah:here, un'der the inspiraJtion of God, saYll, "His gives wrong adv!ke; he never errs aJI: any point. He has 
name shaH be called. Wonderfull." What does it mean'?Pos- given to us 'COUnsel here, words dfWisdom in His own 
sibly there 'are sevei3J. translaitions that could ibe given to it Word. Every word thaJI: we .read we tl1ind to be a word, of 
Sometimes th'at word in the Bible is transl'aJted "marvellous" wisdom, ndt only in the Proverbs, iI:mt throughout this Book 
referring to none dtiher tihan Christ. In Ith.e 118rth Psalm, from Genesis to Rev~'a'tion. . 
the. 22~d and 2~rd v,:rse~~ the 'P~ecy is of this "S~e" 'Somebody told me a wh1le ago "they had take~ the advice 

, wlMch IS 1X> come, .whlch IS to be rejected of man, buit has of a ~awyer. I. hope this 'isn't lrlways so, bUit he said, "He 
become the hea:d of the 'COmer. Petter on the Day of Pente- really gOt me into a mess,' 'and I found myself wrongly 
cost takes up thaJI: very truth. '''This is the srone;" he, says, 'adviised and lit cost me considerable money." Oh, lawyers 
"wJlioh. was rejected of you elders 'and has become the head . are not all-wise by any means· they make mistakes as we 
Of ,the comet:."The Psa:lmillt said, "This is the Lord's do- all make mistakes. iBut this O~e lis Ithe a~l-w!ise God: "His 
ing; 'iif, is m~el[ous 'in our ~yes. It is wonderfu~ in our name shad!l be cal:led CounseHo,r." Oh, hoW happy are those 
ey~." ,My ifrien?s,,,H~ ,is inde~d the m~ell?Us ~. You people ~ho in ,a~l'theic way.s adnowled.ge Him, and have 
mIgh~. trans1ate It IDlraculous. Jesus ~h~st :is. ~ s greaJt- Him to direct theIr pa'ths! ' 
estt mIracle. It means that as a Person m HIS bemg, 3II1d ' 
works, iHe is exalted. 'above the ordinary.' '~Great is the 'T!. 
mystery of 'go'dHness: God was m3onlj!fest in the fliesh, justi- Notice here He is set fOI1th in His wondedulness ,under 
fied. in the' 'Spirit, seen,o'f.'ange1s, preached.unlto_the Gentiles, ',tihe next title, "THE M'IGIl;VI'Y GOD." Here we have His 
believed on in ~he world, received up into glory." Great .is . d~ty sett for1l'h 'and, of CO'UrSe, it is impl'ied fuaJI: He is God;' 
the mystery, the miracle, cOD'cermng ttlhis Person. He is mighty. 'Piterailly, it means His n'ame shall be calIed 
Sometime~' 'Ilh'at w~~d, we find, 'is transl:ated ''the sepa- "the Strong One," suggesting to us the One with infinitte 

raJted One", 'Yllich s'implly means :tbat. He is the d~- resouttes who never did undertaJke. anything and failed, 
1li.nguished One, the noble One, !the, One set apart, higher nor !founH Himself 'incapalC'itateid to 'Carry the projeot 
than all. You ,know 'it was said of Saul, the first king of through. Oh, you, cail,refer that 'truth, my f~iends,' and 
Israe1, that he was head and shoulders d>ove all the other make the, app'licatio_n to the, saHvaltion of a human soul. iHe 
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the ends of 'tihe earth" for He is The Prince df Peace., I 
am sure you will stop and say, '''Oh, !in.His titles, all of 

. which described iHim as He is, He is real!ly aN these things. 
I cannot but' 'a:cqu!i.esce in my s~. His n'aIIle is Wonderful"; 
not only ,caJlled in S'cripture "Wondedul", but also by us. 
We delight to ca11 Him 'WonderfUiI. 

undertake's to save you ·and Ito Save me. I quOted this morn
ing, an~ I will quote it again, "Wherefore. He mabIe also 
to save 1lhem to the uttermoSt that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth Ito make !intercession for them." The 
g'OO!i work which He begins !He lis able to peIiform until His 
great day df 'appearing. ' He is ~e mighty God, the infinitely 
strong One - aJble to keep. He i's aJble -to do anything -
to make worlds, to uph01d aJl1 thlings by ,the· word of His 11111. I . 

power, .whicll He'does. iIn other 'Words, He is the A.mighty. This is ,a lwge subject, but 'I just want you to foltow me 
, Th3Jt seems to be very diHicuk Thalt: is the ilJig argument for a few more mom!!fl'ts;as we briefly go'itllto His history. 

in 1lheological circ1es today ---..: '''Was Jesus a man, a mere Hilltori:ca,l!ly He is wonderful. Yes, the fa:ct dtat He eterna1ly 
man, a good man? Or, 'could He be God manifest in the existed, the everlaSting God, from everlasting to everlasting, 
flesh?" And so they argue 'and discuss. "This One is to is wondeIfuil. ,There:is none like Him. He is' Wonderful in 
come," said Isalian. So when He came He declared Himself Hi~ biTth. I am not going to 'spend much ,time'with that, 
to be none other ,than God the Son, The mighty God, 'JlHE ' to make extended ,rdference -to 'it, but ~ere never was a 
EVERLASTING FATHER. . biTlh like His'l)irth. He was madea·human being; He had 

I had some trouble wilth ·tlhat phrase for some years:- a mother, 'but not 'a human father; He was born of the 
"How coul'd He be the Father?" untlillI came 'to see that virgi~. Therefore, as we quoted, He became God in human 
it 'has no reference, whatsoe~r to His relaitionship in the ,form. No Ibinth was ever like His hiTth. As soon as He was 
Trinity. God 'the F:ather, iHe ls God the Son, and there is ,born the tyrant Herochsought His 11jfe: He was ,also Wonder- , 
God the Holy Gho.st. What does ,it mean? It simply means ful in His liife while here. Thlink of His h~ity. Was th,ere 
that He is Ith~ F~~r df eternity. A phrase used, very. dften, ever 'anyone li:ke Him? "Let tHis mind be'ill,you which was 
applliecyto a Iteaidher, father of such 'a:nd 'suCh a thought, alIso in OhcisJt Jesus" - 'I think I shal!l quote it - "Who 
father of such 'a 8$001, fa~er df sUich an idea, that is the 'being in the form· of God thoughlt !it not robbery (or a 
term - The everlastJing Father. Liteta~'ly lit means He is thing ,to iI>e grasped at) to be equal w'~~h God." But He was 
the F'ather of the !future world. This fulture woI1}1d is devised equa!l. But 'listen - "made 'Himsel[ of no reputation, and 
or planned out by Him, tarve'd out, made, cre3Jted, "In my took upon Him the 'form of 'a servant, and was made in 
fa:ther;s house are many mansions . . . I go to prepare a ,the likeneSs o!f .. men. An'd 'be'ing found in faShion as a man, 
place for you." My friends, He 'is !the Father df the many. he humbled nimself,and becameobe~ient unto death, even 
mansions. He is 'the F:atht<r of '!!he new heavens and the new the death oIf the cross." He said, "Come 'and le'am of me, 
earth Wherein dwelleth righteousness. He is the One who for- I 'am meek and lowlly of heartt, 'and ye sha!ll find re5t 
has e~~by in Hi!! grasp;' !He is ,the One ~ho g.ives to us unto. your souls." 
eternal life; He ii'S the source of life, the Father "Of eternity. Christ was Wonderfull in Hjs' teaching. Read the Sermon 
My friends, what a Person He is! on 'the Mount. You don't need a diotionary 'beside you to 

And it is 'added here "THE PRINCE OF PEACE." He . do it. Usten to some preachers and you need a half dozen 
consults our: pea~e.[n ~ery'thing He does. 'In consideration dilOtionll;Ties, and even ~en,. you wouMn't know, what they 
df the rede~n df our 'SOUls which was the great con- are talking 'about. I don,t think they know 'them'Selves, some 
cern of 'Hiis helaI't; He had 'in mind }'O\:lr peace and df 'the~.Si,mple; dear, expli~t! He spake 'as One who ~ad 
my _peace., "There is no peaCe," saith my God, "to dle a~hontY",'an~ not 'as the scn,Ibes:. ''Neve~ man spake· like 
wicked." There [s no peaiCe in' '!!he world, It,here is no rest. tn!s man. Oh, wonderful m iHlS Itea:ch:tng. .!He tau~ht 
Like the dove df Noa:h's ark that cou1ld find no rest for thmgs no one else could eVer teach. In HIS teachmg 
his feet 'we oan find no rest for our souls in this He unfolded by parables :the things of the Kingdom, the 

~ world. 'There ,is no pdce. But He [s ou,r peace, and things yet ~ 'co~e to p.ass.' Who e!se .'CO\14d ~ teach.? Oh, 
He came ,to make pea'ce by /the l!)J.ood of !His cross: "There- wonderful m HIS teachiFng! My fnends, wonderful m the 
fore 'being justiif.ied by faiJth, we hiave peace with God "':ide readh .of H,is teaching! . 'S~meone remarked, "He, 
through our Lord Jesus ,Christ." Do you kno~ anything d~dn"~, estaJbhsh,'3.?Y 'cdllege. He dld~'t leave ~ college b~
about this 'pea:ce? '·My peace I give unto you: not 'as the hmd. He commtt:ted to the care of some fIshermen HIS 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not yOur heart be truth, the ogre·at bOdy of His doctrine. This tea:<:h~ng through 
troubled." He gives us ,a peace wlhich t~e world cannot give, . them and others has gone thro~gh the 'Centunes, yea, gone 
neither can the world take it ·'lIJW'ay. Chl'ism'an friends ''Be throughout ,the earth. Everylbddy hasn't accepted the teach-

- anJCious for nothing; but ~n .eyefything by prayer and'sup- ing; 'but. i,t ~as ~one fo~!!h. No teaohing lake this te'a:chi~g! 
plication wilth Ithanksgiv!ing, Jet your 'requestS . be . made WondeIfulln H1S tea~htng. . 
known u~to Go!:i. And the peace of God, whicIl passeth ,Oh, wondevful lin His wQrk - 1he work of atonement 
a:ll understanding 'sh!all garrison 'your hearts . ~nd . minds that He eiffeoted, lfJ'he work of saving peop1e from ,their sin, ' 
through Ghrist Jesus." Ah, He came'to give us peaCe! I from the ,power df sin. Wha:t a IWonderful Sav.iour is Je§'US 
cannot 'i)Ult fo.mi~.!t~e 'contrast ~w'ith many rulerS, many lead- our '~! Wondenful in His death. TlJ.ere never was a 
CI'3, many emperors, who have 'Come - what 'to. do? - to· - death like His death. Even the mock trial stands out. The 
make' wa:r. They ~le1ight to shed· Mood, they deHghlt to cal,lSe fal:Se witnesses 'Ca!lled 'iI). - '!!hey 'couldn''( find :any ifault with 
divi&ion, but,iHe has COII}e to !bring j>e'aJee. It was said at HiJm, hecause IRis chara:cter was a pededt character. None 
H~s ~l:iirth, the angcls joined in cihorus, ''GIlory·to God in the could convince' Him 01£. sin. Wonderfu~ in His character. 
highest, and on eal'ith pea:ce, good will -toward men." Oh, Suit then in His death - wonderfu~ death. Wonder of 
He kneJW 'that nothing· was needed more in- this w0I11d than . aN wonders ,tlhat, God should come'in human form and be 
pea~e. T?ank God, ,~or ~ose who know the peac~' that the ' pIat«;:d on a tree 'a:nd die, 'and shed His l!)J.ood, and that He 
SaVIour gIves, the' Pnnce of Peate. He 'comes to bnng peace could tum to Pilate and rell Him "You have no power at 
to His Church, An'd 'as Father of eterni'ty, my frIends, over all against me unless -it were received ifrom 'aJbove." And 
there it will be all 'Pea'Ce.",~e causeth wars,~o c~~e. 'imito a:gain,. "I 'cou,id 'CaB -twelve ·legions of 'angels and be de-· 
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~ivered." But He goes ,to the cross and there He gives, up 
,the Ghost., Won'detfu~ ,things happened in 'cQnnection ,wit:l;J. 

, His death; the roCks were rent; 'and ·a resurrection ·.took 
" 'place. Many came out of their graves and' appeared in the 

city. Thevei:l of the t~ple; behind wh:ich no one coutld 100k 
or enter, only 'the high priest once 'a year, W'aIl rent in twain 
from 1he top to the ibottom, and tthe fallen,df Adam's race 
pernli~ted to _~ome, dii-ectly 'into GOd's 'presence through 
Him, Oh, in His death wol1derlul;' ..,' " 

,P~ (i~ . I . .. 
" LIJ. "'71_ &. ::1" ,fI1.IUUl. 

" 

Wond'erifuil in, His resux:rection; everything ~s -'qui~tly 
don~. The. stone was' pla:ced 'M the sepulChre door. An:· :' 
angel came down and roIJed'the stone away. The '.clothes" 
were placed to one ·side !in order. And quie't'ly the door waS 

-opened and, out came the Son <;>f God. He became the first 
fruits of them !that slept. He is wonderttil iri' His as'cension. 

, Oh, 'if 'Y'C on1Y.had tim!:; .:......: we Can OJiqy sketcp. these things' " 
-'We' could ,see no'Y wonderful He is in His Second ,Coming; 
w:hen He shall conie with trumpet sound~ The Son of Man 
shaH come iIi His :glory, sl1lting on the throne orRis glory,'" 
With a!llHis holy ailg~ls, gathering the e1eot from the· fOUr 
corners of the, earth and calling, unbelieving Humanity be- ' 
fore the eternal tribunal. "His name shall 'be called Won- . 
derful." 

, -I want to point aut to you that $ls 'Pe~n is un~versany 
wonderful. He is not ,confined to'the Jewish people; 'not 
confined 100 the educated or to the ,illiterate, to ,the r.ich" or·, 
to, the poor, !butJIe !b~ongs' to 3]1.. Wonderful, dear ,friends; 

, .( 

Do You Have ,Some Shopping'. 
" . --: ' " 

Problems? " . -, , ' 

May" Vie Help? " 

,On, your shopping Iist~ are some 'pers~»ns who 
have no need of the usu,ai typ~ of Christmas 
prese~t., What will. you send the,m? W'e have 
fwo suggeStions that ~i11 'solve' your proble~:' 

':1., The' Doctri~es' of 'Grace , 
• .:: . '·.:1. ~ .. . •. 

An attractive," well bourid .. book df· great' 
,messcige~' by'Or. l.' T. ShIeJ~s. Bound.in a' 

, rich, marOon 'binding with gold' irriprint, this 
'\ '" " , , , 

· yoJume ,will be gr~tefully rec~iveq by all' 
,'¢h~istians., ' , " " , 
208 P~GES __ -:_'_-:-.:. ________ , OnJy·$i~~O,' 

\ 

to 'anybody who, wi'll; receive Him as S!lviour and, Lord, 
The greatt:St .intellects 'the, w~rld 'ha.$ ever, known, we cQuld 
name a list df some, .like Gladstone and others, have been 
pleased,to''bow.be!fo~ Him 'and speak of Him as the Won
d~rlU'1 One. In'Comparably 'Wonderfu:l! SCience, hail discov-,' 
ered' wonderful things ; yes, we are thankful for. 'the ad~ 
vances madf;, 'B~lt"my;fti~nds ... 1hink of ali 'tihe won'der.:s, you' " 
like and ibri~'g them before Him, :and you iw,ill have to say, : 
''This One, lis Ithe wonder of 'all wonders, H~ ,eclipses ·all. 
AH 'sink iIllto' oblivion, 'in' 'CQmparison to this wonderful 

. ,Person.'~ ',- , , , ' , ' 2~, A ,S~b~cription ',te; '~he:':': 
~ . ....'.. .~. ~ . 

;G~spel Witne$s , With tbls ec1qse:, Dear friend, ~ iHe'wondeJ':(ul ~ y(:>u? 
"Urito you '3: child, isoo,r;n, 'u~to'yoti' a !on is' given." Is He 
,wonderfu~, to you tonigl't,t? Is He yo'tir Sav!0ur?- Is',He your,
,Red~emer?, ' The w'1sere-ceive th~s wonderful P~rsori. Oh, 
what foBy to reject, Him!" 'Because, apal't from Him, .we . 

,-{l~l.Ve no Saviour, and apart frondi;im there is no 'accept~ 
, ance before God, ,there is"no life, rea:! life in this world or in 

.the. one, to' 'COpte, "L90k unto !De," He s'ays, "'apd be ye 
saved, aJI '1;h~ ends of the, earth; .for, I 'am C<xl, 'and tliere 

· "Fifty-twQ times a year this' fai~hful g,aspei 
me=ssengerl~wiIJ, bring to your fl'iend's·hom~ . 
,so~~d, e~angeli~al ~eai:ling.', '~~Jp' to ' intro-" 

'". ,: d~~e' THE,',GOSPEL:WITNESS, to,~Qthers! 
" .. r· . . ., __ • '. . -

is nop.e else," . , ' .. ' ., 
,-Next Sunday,we speak of as Christmas Sunday. We sha;ltl 

'?Orne to see'the story'of His b'irth'~orning 'and nigp.t, There 
will be' 'a~so Cl;J.ristmas, Inusic, Let us come and praise' the 
name,dftnis One who is caJlled, and shall iforever be'ca.lqecl", 
Wopdeiful.' .' :,,' , 

, " . One ye~r's ~ilb~~;')pti'~n ~ __ ~'_::. _.: ~ _ $.3 .00, ,', 

-, .; :. 

, 'N,A:~ '0; , , .. / 
, , , ' .. " ' , " ":~ , ,"\ ~ 

~. ~I"exhort, tl:h~refore, that;.!fini ~f all, supplicatjons, pray~' 
eis; interCessions, and,giving of thanks, b~ ma:de for 'all men; , 
For IHngs, and' f<?r' ~l 1;qat 'are in authority; .that we ·may • 
'Iead'a quiet>and pea()eable)i~e in'aN godliness arid honesty. 
Forthis is ~, apd.a~ce~3!ble in the sight, of'Ood our 

'Sav19U'r; %0 will have' all men ItO be saved,-,and to 'come 
unt<;> the knowledge of the truth', " " 

',:,',,', "--'-1 Timothy 2:1-4" 

, ' 

,':rwo ,y~'ar's 'subscription" ~-,-- ______ $5.00 ' 
• " 1 • "... ..- h' b ...:., ../. 
,."Slx'mont s su scrlptl~n -_,_:..,.~';._:._$'1;50,' 

· .,:" .. - I • 

" " : .... 
" 

" 

P.5: ',' Yo~/'~~'slo; wo'uld f;Jppred~t~":e;the"'~f ' 
I~: the 'above' g;~ts;,} : " ' 

ACT' 
, " 

NOWI ,Send your:' orders to 
THE GOSPEL: WITNESS." 

• I . . 

'30 Gerrard St. E •• Toronlo 2,' Ont. 
, ~ 

I j' . , 

" 
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GOD'S UNSPEAKABLE GIFT 
(Stenographically Reported)" ' 

"Thanks be un~o God for his unspeakable gift."-S Corinthlans 9:15. 

Prayer Before the Sermon ,.., :- ,it ~ight be oonifihed to those 'who lio really d~ire to express 
We dr~w near to Thee O. ~rd thiiin~rning, desiring"to b~ t~eir love for someboc;ly else. " . ' 

numbereil among Thy spIntual wors~lppers, who ~y Thy I have found it very pleasant sometimes when travelhng 
grace worship Thee in spirit a.nd tr_uth. We confess our in-' .' " ,1-~..1 f '. d' ' d 'I d' ' 
ability: ~o render ~o Thee any service which Thou canst ~aceept' , to &"Ive a t~p to ~meuu:u~ 0:- s~ce re~ e~ ;" 0 , not 
apart from Thine abounding 'grace. Arid as we bow in Thy care very much albout giving It ,Just Ibecau~ It IS a cU,s.tom, 
holy presence,'we make 'mention of the'blopd of Christ .. for or becau'Se I might be thought' to 'be a 'little b'it small if 
we have no hOl!e toward The~ save ,th~ough the b~ood 9f our I, did, not. But when' somebody reaHy rende~ a seMce it 
Lord Jesus C~ISt.,. ' . '. .. I 'b iLl . ,.w..' , " " • _ 

We come thiS mornmg to present to Thee the adoration of I~ a JOY to, e a'u e,. m .s,?me way,,'LV, ~pre~ oB.e s,app'recla 
our hearts, to worship Thee, to give unto Thee the glory tliat ,t~on. An~ -I am afralid that the 'Ohrlstmas gift 'habit has 
is. due unto Thy name. We pray that the blood, may purge become somewhat conventiona:l. And sometimes there is' • 
away the iniquity of our holy things, that our prayers and a ,danger df its being overdrawri· and people may confoIm 
our praises may be acceptable in Thy holy sight. We pray """"th ,', . h h :"., . W 11 b' . d' 
that Thou wilt 'make us all to recognize' this morning how . to e: pra'Ctlce WI,t ~\lt. a.n~ ea.,. m .it. e,' ' e In epen-
great ThoU. art how condescending and how kind ,in sending dent m tha't matiter' as m :o'ther thmgs, and where your 
tc? !Is Thine on~y l1eg~tten Son. We thank Thee for the'sig- heart goes, fuen'let your gift, or card, or.W'hateV~r·it DUl.Y 
Dlflcance of thiS. We bless Thee that we have not to grope be go . ' ' < 

in the darkness, to' wonder whether there 'be a God or not, :1'·· ' , '" . b' . 'thi . 
or to ask ourselves questions as to wliat He.is like. We thank. say, It IS not sUl1pnsmg, ' ~use ~e on s occasIon, 
Thee' that Thou hast stooped to the measure ~f our under- ~em'ber ,the greatest o~ aU gifts. ,In these two ~hapters, 

. standing. Thou hast condescended to the, lowliness, the Iimi~ 'the eig'hftih and ninth 'of Secon'd, Corin'thian~, the iIl'Sp'ired 
, tatio~s, of our .finite minds; ~nd' Th~u art pleased ~ ,look a:pos~lE< sets forth for the profit d(be1ievel'l! the privilege of 

upon the world m ~he face of a little qhIld. •• having fel1lowship with-God in this miriist"", df Oiving Ahd ' 
. We bless Thee that we have now' a HIgh Priest Who Is . . , ' , ~1 "'.,,' , 
"touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but Who was yet he remmas us Of 'fue gra'Ce df fue 'J.:.ord Jesus, Who i thoug~ 
with9ut sin, ~o, having been temp~ Hill!seIf, knows how he ,was 'rich, yet :for yO~lf sakes ~e bec~e poor,. that ye, 

, to succou~ tliem that are tempte,d. We rejoice that we have ' through hi'S povetity might :be rich." 'And he concludes his 
One Who IS bone ~f our bone, ana flesh ,of .our Q.es~f t~e ~on al'gumen!t with 'the erse I have announ'Ced as a text When 
of God, the Son of Man, upon the throne Intereedmg In our . " , .' ': . . .... 
behalf. We bless Thee for ,the Daysman that is betwixt us, ,he has set bc'fore us ourpr1Vl'lege to' e'!ltet m'to fcllowshlp 
Who is at once Man and God, God and Man, Who lays. His ~vii:th Him, he, gathers 'it all u'P ,w'i,th this, Which is really an 
hand, upon !Is both, and thus bri~gs u.s, back by, the cleansing, ,exclamation of 'gratit,ude, "Thanks IDe ,unto God for his, 
of HIS precIous blo~ to fellowsh~p WIth .the Father, Son and, unspeakable, gift.'" '. ". , ' 
Holy Ghost. , '-'-,." A' "f h ., k!hl" d 'b L'l Y We pray Thy blessing upon this congregation, and upon gl't It at IS unspea' a 'e .. !s m escn a!u e. ou cannot 
all the families r~presented here. Be graciously pleased to eS'tima!te its value; youcanndt 'define i'ts qua1ities; you can
visit every. home .. We commend to,.T.h~ the fathers and not compare it With any'~ther gIft: it :is in a ctlass 'by itself 
mothers, WIth theIr c!1res and re~p~nslblllties. We pray that -it comes from God' it is bestowed by'Him for the a'Ccom-
every one of them may know ChrIst, and that those. who know . " ' , '"" '. " , . 
Thee may have a daily experience of Thine upholding care, phshment Of that whlch ,ndthmg else 'cou!d a'CComphsh. 
and the' power of Thine imJweIling Spirit.,' And 'I am not going to' 'try. to fathom the depths df this 

·Bless the young ,people ,!ho are here, that such as are. Thine !e~t,. nor t?! sca'le the heights,~nor;, iI?Y any. means, to est'im~~e 
may be made steadfast, Immoveable, always aboundmg in Its dlmenslom I want 'Ito make It very Slmp' Ie and :tdl vou 
the work of the Lord. Save them, we pray Thee, from the .: .' " " " 1~ 
world's allurements. Help them ;thaf their affections !JulY, o~ t!hijs great gift, and of.w'h-aJt It'ac~omphshe~, df wha't God 
be wholly centred ~n Christ; and that for His sake they, may dId when He be!ftowed lipon ,the world thIS unspea'kable 
live wholly unto Him. Bless any of them who are not Chris- gift. ',' [:... ' , .. ' 
tians. May their hearts be opened, to' the reception of the . . .. " • , ' 
Lord Jesus this morning.. . ,.' . ,'First. of a:H: I~ .. IS a gI!ft t!l)at ~ance1s all, our 'debts. 'W'~at, 

We pray for th~ children.-that early in Il.fe th~y m.ay Jearn a blessmg that ,IS, to 'he ou't, Of ~ebt! .1 have talked wilth 
to love the 'c!:tildren's Saviour. Oh, may many,of them' come, people wl}.o have",be'en over.ta'ken 'i;ly mlsf'OJitune, ,who have 

I to' Thee th~s morning.', May this, mo~ning Jtour be. one of had" si:c~neSs 'in their .families, who have been unable, by .
, , ,great ~raee to u~, all. May many a tt,eart be opened to ~e, rheir utmost endeavours, ''to, make end'S meet ;:and they have 

, reception of Christ, ,and to the, power of Thy regenerating , L 'hoO d .' . d b' 'I' • b ' , 
Spirit. " " , ' " got'ten 'I:}e m , go'tten m;to ' ~ !".' rem~' ',er a, man s say-, 

Bless us now since we ask 'it in 'Jesus' name 'Amen, in'g to,me, "If on'ly I cou'ld get money enough to pay m)! 
,'~ . '.. ' ':, - .,. debts so !that I should owe no man,anything,r thinlcl 

, ',.,' n:'IS not sUIpriMng, !I suppo's,e, ~har at -t?i~ sc:asoI;1 ~,the " S'hould',b~. 'the.happ~'est man', in 'the.~(jr.ld".lif ,! ,had. not a 
.• 'year perhaps "more' than .'~ny dther !tune 18- the year cen't le'ft;:,~f 'Ic;ould only be free from a:lq'dbhgaJtlons to men, 
pedpie are accustomed to !think of~ch 6th'er, and.~o re- ' if my ddbt~ were ,paid." .It:is,a sad condition for anYQIle to 

., 'me}ll~er 'each other .with so~e gifts. The', 'intrinsic value df 'bl'? in. But 'it is a\ staite 'into which ·~me. o'f 1;p,e best p~'Ple 
, die gift maybe ve:ry small; ,it may eXpress the utmost Of tihe ,~, are someti%l1'es !thrust thr~ugh. pe', fl'luh df;,their own.', 

gjver'~ aibiHty. ,But no'body eS'timaites the value, in money, BUit, my dear friends, what'a. sad thing it is, '1:0 be 'in debt 
df Christmas gifts. They are but im express'ion; 'as a ru'le, to God, to owe so. much fuat i.f w.e had 'a 'thousand wOl'lds 
of somebody's love. , It :is ,3. ,:ve'ry "~eauti:ru!r pra'C'tice; I wish of our :oWn, we ~uld 'nQt ,pay a ~en~ Qh the dollar, to, QC 

. • - I' - . ! 

-, , 
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~veI'Whelmed with db11gations, to be utterly :bankrupt be- matter how varied the ooca&ions o'f life, 'there is always 
fore God with no possibility 'dIither i~ time or eternity of' somelthi.ng In the wardrdbe thait Will just fit, and you can 
ever getting out Of debt! And' that is the situa'tion with go oult looking your best? 
every one Of us. Do yo~ know !that !is what is troubling the Now, 'I have not understood the gospel ~f that is not 

,world to-day? Every nation IS staggering under 'a ~oad of. exactly what GOd has done by His unspea'kalble gift. What 
debt. There·is ndt anything this old world needs so much neeld we !to stand be'fore His j~dgment seat? The robe of 
as somebody to cancel its debts. , . righiteousness - and it is ,ours. 'We are Ito be 'adorned ·as 
., 'A leading Toronto !finanCier said, ''I'J1here tan be no re- a bride for her husband -;,.-(and some o'f us need a lot Of 
tum 'to prosperity unltill·lthose debts are somehow or another a:dorning! Do not oomplain .iif some people putt on fine 
adjusted." It is too Ib'ig !for me to understand. When people clothes:' Ithey need lJQe~. We all need something .. to make, 
'talk df millions, dI bIlHons,and 'hundreds Of them, they get us a Htt!le hit more preienta;b1e; and we ought to m:ake the 
into a ·realm th:at 'I 'Cannot explore .• 'It needs an 'Einstein, hest of ourselves. :rt IS no sin to do it. Morally and spiriltt,l
or somebo'dy, to understand whaJI: ~ is ~l about, 'But every- ally we have the very !best at our rommand. "I:hqre is no 
one can understand when ha!l'd times com:e. reason why we shouid !behave/as people who 'are ndt Cl;tris-
. Oh what ·a bleSsing, tha,t there was'a day when God;in '1:iians, when [we go to work. you may have to put off your 
infin'ite mercy, sald~ "I will 'Cancel' a re4)cl~lous woIild's debt!!; .Sunday-go-lto-meeting dothes,when you go to the shop; 
I wiH 'give My ISon; 'I will.pay it ·allmyselif." 'but your sou~ should !be arrayed'in such, garments as woU'ld 

I have heard men laugh a't what they 'ca'l'l the m:echani-' fit in the palace df Ithe King, -:- plen!ty of dothes, paid for' 
cal view Of the atonement, the idea Of we'ighing O'bligatipns by His unspeakalMe gift! , 
in sca!les, Ithe idea It;~at God had' to ballance His Ibodks. 'Surely' Another ·thing, to make it very plain: Ho~ wou~d you 
this we'ary world knows to-day that ~n maltenal' affairs at like 'to be told that in ·the most elaborate restaurant in 
least that mech:anica.1 vieW df'things is an importan't;and town -'1 do not know what it is, I'do 'not know mu~h 
it is equalqy important lin the mora!! realm.' albouJt the restaurants in towri, but the !best one whatever 

Oh, I have pojnted out Ito you thatt it IS the privilege of it lis - supposing you should get word '1;0. say your board : 
tW,ery one to stand before God with illl debts canceUed, the is paid as long as you live, ~if you Hve'd 'to be as old as 
laSt'ifarthing o'f indelJtedness paid, 'and to be pedectly free. Methuselah, table d'hote yoU know, every'thing paid in 

advance? Now J'ust deHght y/oursd!f in aU the de1ica:cies 
"Jesus paid it all, thaJt are prepared; do not 'live on soda b'iscuits and cheese, 

't.\'li to Him 'I owe; or' anyth[ng iike ,that. Just go and get a good dtinner as' 
Sin had left a crimsOn stain, o'ften as you feel you want o~e. Live Hke princes, it is paid 

He washed itt white as snow." ,. for. Would not 1!haJI: be a gii1t? 'I have had a man com~ to 
! '!beg of yo~, do ndt go ou~ 'of this building without know- 'me and behave as though· he !!Were really an aristocrat. He 
mg Ithat, ,alii your debts 'are paid. Go.out a free ma:n, or a. wouid say, "My bo~rd is paid 'a week ~n advance." A week 
free boy, or girl, whatever you are, and say, "'Thank God, in advance! Quite so. Well I 'wnl !tell you something: mine 
that is settled: 'I can stand be!fore the judgment se'aJI: is paid for !for alii eternity, 'in advance. Here, and her~-
unafraid." . '" alfter, there can be no'want to Ithose who fear Him. He 

[I. brings us into His banqueting house,' and iHis banner over 
, That, 'I say, w~ulld lbea great IMessing, but whatt shouM us is love. !He wm see to it thalt you get 'a gopd dinner 

we do to-morrow? What if a man's debts were all palid, to~day. Go to the pantry, or go Somewhere, 'and get it, for 
does he need anyrthing more !than th~t? Oh, yes: he needs 'i't is alii prowded 'for. -''Thanks !be unto God for His un-
something for t'he future. . speaka!b~e giflt." , 

How would you like _Ito· have somebody make a depoSit One.oIf the ib'ig problems in our day is that a lot of people 
in··the biggest store in the world, where they keep 'al'l kinds cannot pay their rent. 'Th'at is a sad <tihin'g. S'COres df times 
o!f 'iC'ldthing, the ve'ry bes't -:- light, 'airy gamlents !for the I have had· people come to me saying, 'Wow 'I have got Ito 
summer 'time, rioh waJltllfuTS for the winter, eVerything you get out :to~night. 'My 'Iand'lady has just given me notice.that 
need?' Supposing you were Ito 'receive word sometime, say- unless I pay my renit :to-night,'I go oult on the Street. 'What 
ing, ''There Is a deposit lin tha;t store, made 1\:0 your account, shall' 'I do?" Tha't is a 'cl~ffi'Cu~t situation. Would you· not 
and you can go and get just 'as many clothes as you want? . nk~ to have a house ·a!ll paid for, 'that wi!ll Rever wear out, 
Do not Iivea.beggar any more;'do not go, around shabbily that wil'l never'need any 'repa4rs;upon which you will never 
attired any more: wear 'the beSt' you ·have on aU occasions. have· to pay any taxes; alI furnished qike a pala'Ce, and bav-' 
You 'Cannot e~haust that store, and it is al~ paid ror. A- in'g'a dear·title to ilt, a building of God, not ·made ~th 
friend df yours 'fras made a !deposit; be ~ts to see you hands, eternal: tiIi ·the heaven~.? Would you llike Ito have a 
Weill d~se'd; he .does not want to be ashamed· 01£ you on house like th'aJt? 'Sometimes I have beard o'f a man, who 
~ny occasion." Would you not like that? Would 'that not had money enough, makting his~daughter, on the occasion 

.; be :a fine tlhing~ And then :tlo .be sure ilIhat every garment .oIf her mamage,·l} preSen~ Cif 'a house. 0, what if.a'ther :wou~d' 
wou1'd fit; and 'no mat.ter ·what. the ooeaslion, to be sure/yOu not '~ike ~o do. that; just ito say to her, "Now, my. dear, here 
ha:d just the exact kind of -dOtlies to Wea'l'! . , is the deed.of.a 'house. J,( is alJ 'Paid ifor -;. just go in and be 

. What 'trouble these ~en are in sometimes, when. they comfortalbie, and :ha;ppy. ~Do nolt worry. 'It is all paid .for; 
., .. get 'an invitation. to a wedding, or some'lihing.of 'tIhaJI: sort! it is oyOu1"$." Wou~d .you not Ili'lre !to have that? That is 'just 

The ideal"_ml~.cop1es Ilome, ·an~ !finds his wife .al'l..troubled exa:ctly what the Lord aid wHen He gave Jesus Christ: .He 
, aJbout something, He says, "What ~s the,matter?" "Weill, bestowed upon this hqmeless .. wol"ld 'a title to mansio~~ in 
. there is that wed'c;ling mming, and I have not ,anything 'that the simes. ", ... > . 

IS fit to wear." .otoourse she wan'ts'to appeal' at her best; And there is'.anoth~·r thing' that has .been provided for. '. 
and no inalta?r what . she 'Has ·....,..lthis is a special occasion, Do you Hke goOd music? 'I am surpr.'ised 'to find how , many 
and She wants to 'be ready ifor that emel'geIlcy. 'But I say, people man'age to ge't radios. -'J1hey just want ,to hear musi'C ~ 
~ouM it no't be 'acomrort to have al}ll you n~, so that no from somewhere. I Saw in' th~ paper 'an annou~tement of 
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Handel's Messiah, and I said to myself, "I wish I cou~d go can ~present wiJq seem so shabby that we shaH wonder that 
and hear it. 'I wouM like to hear that seven times a week we ever managed'to malin'tain an inlterest in the 1hings of 
if I haci the time." lIt never wears out. I liike good music, this earth at ail, when-we shaJH !have gone !from world .to' 
do you ndt? ,It 'COsts a lot of money someltim.es, when we world ana explored the universe 'as 'I am sure we shall all 
cannot alfforo it. Some of you have heard Paderewski play, do some day, 'as God's revealed chi1dren. WhaJt a !blessing 
and you have said, "Oh, I wish I eouid hear a man pl~y ,that wil'l iberAnd :it is all prepared for us. "Thanks_ be unto 
1ike 1!h:at 'every day!" Alb" but 'I will tell you what: JI am - Odd Ifor his unsPeak~ble gift." You had be1fter get Y9ur 
going to Ilive in a !house some day where everyone who trunk pa'C'ked; you ,had better get ready ,!for, thaJt journey, 
lives there is an artist, everyone is a trained musician, every- so 'th'3it the time of departure wiH not find yo~ unprepared. 
one has a good voice - no magpies up there - everyone Now I wonder if any of you were ever 'lazy. I should not 
wi'll have a good vOice, everyone will be ,aJbll.e 'to sing, every- e~peCJt you to acknowledge it. You are- never lazy; you are 
one will ibe thoroughly -trained and disciplined, and there tired someltimes. 'Some people are Ilired a~'l _the ltim'e; they 
wiU no't be --a dliS'COrdailit ndte when thalt grealt Haillelujah never get over being tired. Somepeop'le are always de
Chorus is sung. veloping 'a pain wlien they wan't a l'it1!l.e :test. I remember 

Now ~et me tei.ll you: I have got a ticket !for a contcert, going to 'a place once, and hew Some people singing about 
a:nd it is -aU paid for, -a:nd it is a reserved seat, and I am the land of -rest. I _stopped them in Ithe mid'dlle Of the hymn 
not gding to give. it Ito you: you will !lrave to, get one for -:-,1 knew them pretty weli---'and I said, -"Please tell m'e 
yourse1f. "I am going to_be there, and I need it !for' myself. why You shou'ld sigh 'for the ~and of resIt? We will change 
But you can have one too. '''Thanks be unto God for his the hymn to, 'To the work, to the work'." There are ~ple 
uns~ak~ble ,gj:ft." He will pay-our way into the glory, and who wa.n!t a 'lot of rest; :and all df us ~ant a rest: sometimes. 
into -all the music df the heavenly choirs. no you not want A 'few years 'ago 'i 'rememiber being alt t!he- Exhlbition' _ 
to go? Do you not want to hear i!t? 'that was not the last time I w~ there - andwe sat down 

I went into a man's home one evening some years ago. at -a talbleaif: wMch a great many had !been s'iltting before 
He was sitting ~n his dining room, -anq his dining room apparently, for the table linen needeld laundering very 
taJ\:)le waS c!overed over wilth boo'klets. And 'What do YOU' badly. And just oppoSiite me there was a table wilth father 
suppose they were? They Were- advertisements of travei, and mother and three _ or ifour 'Clrildren. And !f1hey had the 
shipping guides, 'and time-taJblesdf ~very rali'lroad on tih.'e S3iffie thina t'h-aJt we had. 'Mrs. Shields 'and 'I were si1l1;ing 
continenlt. And there he was poring over tIhose time-ltables. there. And we were just near -enough to these people to 
I said, "Wha:t -are you doing?'~ He said, ",I am ma'k'ing out hear this good hous-ew'ife say, when 'the food was ~ut on 
a 'trip." "'Making out, -a aip?" "Yes; I am going somewhere, the table "'Is this nOlI: a treat?" I thought, "What In !the 
and_ -I am just trying to make up my mind where I shaH - world do~s thalt ~ean, -to be 'CalJiling this 'a treat?" I though't 
go. I 'a.m going 'away for a ho'1i'cl-ay, and II am just studying it 'Was an -~rt;unii'ty to "let palJien"Ce have !her perfect 
the m3lP" 'and ...these time:-i'taJbles, -and shipping lists. I have work" and to endure something. But IthIs wom'a~ sal'd, "Is 
not -decided whalt ship I shall sa'il on." :And he said, ''This this not a 'trea't?" 'I 'knew w!h'at !he meant. She had if.ive or 
is the ~Ost in'tereslling season Of :the year, and I wan't to -go -six other mouths to feed. She had Ito 'loOk alfter her chil-' 
-somewhere." Did you 'ever Ifeel thalt you wanted 00 be -dren and" that !big man Of her's, and Itha~ 'kep't her busy 
always going? IDo you ever Ifeel as though you would like no d~ubt. And perhaps she !h'ad just a !bite occasionally ~n 
to explo-re -aU the 'Countries df It!he earth? Would it not be the kitchen, or when they -were 'an f.inishing thelir dinner 
lovely ,to have no oMigations, and just ge'i on a ship: and she was just a!oou't to !begin. You women smile: you_ know .
sail-away to see one country, and ~hen go 'and see another, what I am talking about. iNow.whaJt that, woman meant 
and to -explore ~l the liOOle-traveJ!led paths of earth, and was that i,t was -a treat 'to have someone walit on her. It was 
come home at last saying, "Well, I have -a fa:i'rly good idea a rest to her to have someone 'else to ta!ke care of her for 
df 'the wonders o'f this old worl'd"? II i3iffi a!fmid ~ would one half-hour 'in her 'life. I do no't IIJI3iffie her. I (10 not 
be -a temp'ta!lllon to some -J;>eople if !they had money enough suppose she cared much about the foo'd; ,it was juSt a rest 
to do it. 'I 'Confess that I shouM like it. Sometimes II look to be cared for. 
forward 00 -a holi'd'ay, a 'long one, w!hen I 'COuld juSt st.art -Would _you not llik~ t<? have servants? Oh, have you ndt 
from somewhere,and just -go on - and on - lind on, and - dreamed of that, just si~ing down, and being waited upon? 
not- care when I stopped. I 'am going to have it, Itoo, be': - - , ld IJl"ld d 

-cause iny Itare :is already ,paid. II -have rrnIt a tioket for the WouM ~u not like that? 'I wou - :-' 'We c Ii t:en u~e to 
"" E>~~ tell my mo'ther thai!: she was, born to be a duchess, If._ not long, long J'ourney - oh, not to explore ~$ old earth. -I - h • dan empress. But we all hav~- to ave some<?ne to walt _on 

can imagine some man, who has lived in a ht'l!le ba~woo us, to look -a'fter us. Oh, but who could look a!f'ter you? 
vi~llage somewhere, -whe~ there are just lit'llle Iframe houses, _ I ,know Of some who could look -alfter you. Slbal'l I ,tell you 
and -ail old Iiickety pump out in the yard, and ne watt!;" in- -and it is all-paid for too. Servants to wait on us! -
the house, no-fl1rn'ace,no 'OOlhiforts: at ~1I, and poor ~ld . 
sidewalks ..,- if any --and 'the fentes _aU tom 'dowri _ just _ When the Queen of 'Sheba -came to see the glory of ~q-
a s'haJbby.pla'ee. Did you ever see a vi,ft,age down at- the heell.?" mon when she s-aw ,the meat on -his 'table, and his servants, 
I have: Just 'a lJttle v~IIage thalt ~oo'ke'd -as though. nobody 'the~ was no' ibrea't!h 'left 'in her, so splendidly train-ed, so 
"lived 'there 'at -aU. like some country 'Cemeteries; just utterlx finely -llippara1'led, so serviceable, doing t!hei-r- ~ord's bidding, 
neglected. ,And there is a man who'is quite inlterested in gu;ided.by h'is eye! "I -do no't iwon'der she \Vas breatMess: -

-this l'itltle viUage. But some ~ay he leaves _ itt. He gets on And do you know it is_ said df the 'angels, "Are they not 
the tralin and' go~s out to another world; He takes a ship alII ministering spirits, sent forth "to minister for them who -
across the sea, !Uld travcisthe worl'd around. Then he comes shall 'he heirs ~f -s~vation?" Angels are, literally, even now 
baCk Ito this IHttle place, l\Yi-th broken !fences, and aU t!he rest are ministering. And when we gett: to heaven we sha!I!1 have 
Of h. And 'he says, "My, my, did I -ever Ilive there? How -servants Ito anticipate our every need. And their wages are 
was I ever in1terested in -a dellllpidatted pl'ace like 1h~\!l?" And - paid for al'l eternity. "Thanks be unto God-f~r his,unspeak
I think the time Will come when _ the finest citY that e~rth _ able gi[t." 
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1 'COuld goon and on, and te'l.'l you of a th~usand things 
that' are already pai4 for 'by 'the unspeakabie gift of God, 

III .. ' 
, Supposing sOmeone', were to send you a C~as gift, 
supposing it were a good one, 'an ~pensive one, or 'suppes': 
i~ it were .only a poor one, arid you were to. open it, and 
Wrap 'it up'and.-.send it back, and say, "No, 'thank.you, 1 
do not want 'it?" Could you more grievously.dfferild. any-' 
one'than by' doing Ithat?- 1 hope our dear brother did not . 

. II!isunderstand. me.:1 am glad he came lip to .mc: becaus~ , 
. -it serves me _with an i'llustration. He came .up .~d wanted 

'\ ... , to give me' a billl, and 1 wanted to·pUlt rt 'on the ro~leCtioi1 
plate, an~ he said, "No; it 'is for you. I want you to. have, 
it for a Christmas :box." 1 WanJt. hiin !to COOl!! up. and give 
me thaJt:. Christmas ,box -a't' the dose 'of this service,: and 1 
am goirig' to lhaVe the pleasure ·of giving it to iihe !radio 
f~~d, because if he gives it to me ~. 'Can do what ,I Hke with 
it: it is mine. ',But I wot.\ld not be so ungniltefu[as to refuse 
his gift when' he' wanfed to b~ow 'it .upon me. ''Thanks 
b.e un~ God for !his unspeakable .gift." And 'someon~ says; 
"Thank yOu, "1 do not wan't-'it." Wha't! you have:notgiven 
your heart'to.Jesus? You have spurned God's Best? Is that . 

, . 

. true? "Why;" you say, !"1:hat would)be ~ most ungracious 
- thing to· do, would tt not?" What is t!h,e best way to treat 

a gitft like 'th'is? Juslt to 'receive lit. T!he best ~ay of saying, 
"Thank you" to' God is to· open- your h'ea:r~. and life to alq 
t)1at Jesus' Christ wan;ts. rolbe to you, .and d9 for you,: and 
rec~ive Him in His fu'lness, a.n:d enter into an -experience of 
His aIbounding .grace. . Then, you wi:lll be able. to:. $ay for 
ever'and for ever, "Than'ks 'be,un'to ,God for,his un~able 
gift." . " , . ' 
. . AH ¢ you boys and giirls will~i-eccive presents next Thurs

" day' morning, "--- and Ii week from Thursday morning there 
.' won',t be ari}"thing left. of theII,l, most df them 'wil! be hroken. 

And some of the rest of you wil[ 'receive some gifts, and 
they will be very pretty, anq you wi'l~ ~a:y, "Thank you." III: 
does nc;>t mean much for a'iliule boy to ge't a. wool sweater, 
or a lide .girl something that she 'can· wear' to keep her' 
wann during' tqe win'ter !time. That' is a real Christmas 

~.. preS'ent is "i·t not? She may not alppreciate it as ~uch as a 
box of candy; but it will be far more useful to her~' . 
. Let me ~elq 'you of: the Ohristmas gift 'our'LorP, gave, 
that will last for time and for etemlity: i't will n!!ver wear 
out. ~ us ,go home ·rich this morning: plenty ,\0 wear, 
plenty to \eat~ serVants' to. w~t on us, and the ,eveI'la.$ting 
assurance of .il. co,venant-ke'eping God .tha't Ithere sha1'l be 

.:.\ no want to fu'em t'haHear Him. f.od blesl! you every one. \ 
" Let us pray-; .1...'" . -.. ' ". 
I O'Lord, we ·tl;tanIi: Thee. for Thine infinite • gift; We all 
need' it. We. are befo,-"e. -Thee this morning as among'the most 
n41~dy on earth •. ' .' r: . . . 

a Christian. friend 
... an unsaved relative 
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The Work, of the:. Holy Spirit ,in ,the' lri·~arnatio.n. ,'of Christ 
By ~r. George B; Fletcher 

. TOTor&.to Baptist Sem~nary 
.. . .'. . .... " \., , 

"And the ange~ answered and said unto' her, The Holy Ghost shall cQme upon thee, 
: an~ the' power of the Highest shall, overshad~w thee:. therefore also that. holy thing 
._ ::which shall be' born of thee shall be'·called the Son of God" (Luke 1:35), . . . ., . 

CH~IST !had a rea:l·being ~do.exist~'Ce Ibefore His In
,.carnation". Hecwas with HiS Father from all e:ternity, 

before ·any. of the creatures came ou't df the womb err 
nothing ('ProveItis 8:29, 30)~ ":The great itrulth o'f :Christ's 
4tcamation is this that· at the same inStant ·His' body was 

.. conceived, or framed of the subsjtance df'the Virgin Mary 
by 1he ,power of the Holy Spirit,an'ci His soul created and 

'The, n~tura!l way - by' a ~ and wOman: (2)' By m~. 
wirliout tJh.e .woman, as. was Eve J;a:ken ftom Adam's siDe. 
(3) 'Witp,oult e!ithez:,man or worpan, as was Adam. (4) !By 
woman wi~hout ifhe rp.an; as was Jesus· our Lord. This was 
a ''N!';'W Thing" - a wOn;an shall conceive without the 
man: . . 

l'I., 'CONSIDER THE FR~MI]NG OF CHR!IST'S HU
' .. MAN NATURE IN THE' WOMB OF THE 

. VIRGIN MARY. I 

. ,united to it, in 'th3lt very: instant did !he Son Of God, the 
Second Person ~ the . glorious T-iinity; assu~e the whole 
nature atonce;an:d:mke it,inlf:o unIon with H~ Divine Per
son, 'an~ So was riuuie or b.ecame a real an9 'true man. by The framing of Christ's human nature in the womlb of 
·thatassu~'Ption, ~e God-Man, Ohrist Jesus. Hence, !i~_is the Virg'in Mary is declared 'to Ibe by the power of tl,le 
said in John 1.: 14: <!And ':the Word was madef'lesh: and Holly Spirit; thus the humanity oIf. Ohrist was framed a~d 
dw.f?lit amOIl'g us.". The conception of olir blessed SaViour ' . taken into union wiith 'Deity in 'the One 'Person 'Of 'Christ. 
in the ,womb·df the Virgin Mary was a miracle ·Of. the Holy Jhe manner was miraculous 'and supernatuia!l, not' by gen
Spirit, the IBlessed Third Person, of the ,glorious Trinity, eration according to"the courSe of iraltu,re,. bu,t by the extra-

. and coIlSitituted a, phase Of His wo~k'W'ith 'respect to the' ordinary 3Itid supernatura!l operation df" the' Holy .. Spirit. 
Advent of. Christ for t!he redemption of Ilhe .. eIlection of 11he _matter was :a true body 'and a reasonable soul. The 
grace. Co~der '11).en Ithe peculiar cwork pf the: iHOIly Sj>"uit body was .prepared by the supernaltural work O'f" the Holy 
in.the New Cz:eatiori, especially with res~t to ,the concep- Spiriit of the substance of the Virgin .Mary; otherwise He 
t'ion .ru.rd .'birth ~f 'Christ; .the Head of the NeW !Human'iity. cou'ld not be the Son 9f David; the Son of Abraham .. The 

. I. :iWHY- WA!.S CHRIST'Bo:iU~"bF AVIRGIN'?: ~'". .. Holy Spirit. might have created His 'body out of nothing,' 
or framed ,i~ of the dust <if the ground, as He did. the body 

. 1:. Christ was born df ~ Y.irgiri.-in 'agreement with , the oIf Ad~. '·But in such a case, though He would have been 
first p~m:~e Of man's redemption :izicluded in the words of a man like one of us;. yet·He -wou'ld not h~ve .been of kin 
judgrpent spoken Ito Satan upon the F~H of"Adam, the Fed- to us, because jt would not have been a nature derived from 
eral and Representative Head of the human ra'Ce. "And I Adam, ·the' common parent of us all.' OUT Sa~iour'~ soul, 
wili put e~mity between thee·and·the woman, and between ·.created·!by 'tlhe Holy Spirit," ,was infused InitO His body 
thy seed 'and her (the Virgiri ,Mary) seed; it (He, that is, when it was"fully organize~ ,to receiye"it. ~t,is evident 
Christ) shall bru'ise' '(crush) 'thr head, and 'thou (Satan) that .;the Holy Spit-it did nolt" 'beget, Christ. by' communi-

.' sha!ll (but). bruise. his ·hecl" (·Genesis 3: 15) . ?acing to ~im of His essen'Ce;. therefore, the Holy. Spi~t 
2. 'Cht1is'tw~ ~rn of a Virgin lto!iu,JflH ancient prophecy. IS not the Father of Chri~, though !!he human nature of 

"Therefo~ the Lord hirflseiJ.f sha!ll give yOu a sign': !Behold,. a Chr.i'9t was 'conceived by _His power in the womb of the 
.virgin .shaH conceive;· 'and b~ar'a son, aI),d .halI <;atllhis name' Virgin 'M~, ahd of her'subsftan'ce: -As He could n,ot haVe 
Immanuel" ('Isaiah. 7,: 14;). The mother.tt Jesus was that been real man wI\Jhout :a real ibody and'reasonabie soul, 
Virgin spoken df by Isaiah in the light df"IMa1!thew 1: 18: wh:ich ~ the two essential arid constituenitpartsJOf ~ari, 
"NoW the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When so He couM not haye 'bome.'the punishmep.t of h~s people's 

.... :as ~.-mother Mary. was espoused Ito Joseph,. Wore they sins, if He ,had not suffered .. in !both. ,Man had fotfeite'd' 
'. came together, she;! was fOund with clm"l}d;of the. Holy Ghost." both soul andlbody to divine justice, 'and should have sui{- . 

Christ as 'Goa had< no mother, and 'as man no' father, 'b"4t fered:in ibQ'th 'forever in hell. Tliercl'ore~ Christ, when He 
His mother as mar,t was Mary; , . . , sulbst,i;tuted iHimSellf in 'the roofuand .stead of sinners, suf-' 
. 3.' Ohrist was 'bO.f-,n o'f a Viraip. for by' reason "0. f being. fered both in f,Ijs 'bodY"and in Hi'S soul .. The ~lifferip.gs of 

"0" His !body were'with exquis'ite tOrture 'and pain,. but iHis sOu1 .• 
'so 'b9rn th~· .. hdliness of His n~ture, waS .'effectivelY secured.' . dierings were much gr:eaiter (,Isaiah 5j:l0 ;'Milthe,w 26: 
Th~s . exempted Him, from the s~p.·. o'foriginal sin' elf Adam's" 3'8; 'Luke 22: 44) . . '::'-, 
fjrst offense, -wMch 1iis na~re"wholly escaped in that He . , ' '\. : ' .:' , 

'. received i't n~t 'as' others do in"ordinary-·generation wherein 'JIII. "CONSIIOEIR THE PERSONAt UNION OF THE 
originarsin ~is propagate'd from Jfather to'son; buit.this, be- :MANHOOD WITH .11HEGODHEMY IN THE; 
ing exitraordinarily 'Produced, w~ a 'most pure' and holy ONE 'PE'&SON' OF CHR'JSrf.· -~ . 

" . thing (Luike: 1: 35). Christ .was an extraordinary Person, 1. When' Ohrist 'assumed our nafure, SIn ex-<;epted, .·it was 
~d another Adam-;. and 'the~~re.·it :Was necessary' He not united to His 'Pet~n as the three Persons in 'the God
shou1d' b«;. p~uced in i:t new 0 w~y, .' . he~d are .united among them!le1ve,:&. Th~y eac~ ~qual:ly pas_ 

4., Christ was born :of. 'a "ViFgin' to fulf.il Jeremiah's-" se'ss alI there lis of.ltlre Divine essen~e or nature, and ·have 
prophecy: "For the Lord hath ~i'eated a ne~,thihg :in the hut cine mind and the same nattire and-will. 'But in Ghrist 
eart)1, A -WOMAN SHAILL OO'MlPAS'S'A MAN" .(Jere- there are two 'distinet na'tures .an~ .wills; bilt One PeI'S9n. 
miah 31: 22 t There are four waYs df generating'life. (1) ,2 .. These ItwO natures in the One Person df· Christ" were 
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. ' not umted physica!llly as the soul and Ibody 'are umted in of Christ remaJin distinCt: the ,one e'terna!l 'in'flinite unlim-
. a. !p'an, for ~death dissolves ·ltib.a;t union, "Fo.r as the body ~,immense; and the other. ~ad a begin'ning, fin'ite, and 

without' the spirit lis dead, so faith wi'thout. works is dead lumted. The !human nature IS n()it meI'ged wi'th the divine 
also" (James 2: 26) . But this union. of the M·anhood with nature, nor the divine nature become humanized nor the 
the Go9.head in .the One Person O£ ChriSt IS' :;nd't·ssolulble. two t . d d . led ~ , . • na ures mlxe an mlmg so as to for:m a third or one 
When our Saviour died on the Cross His soul was severed Ofa di~feI,"en'l: kind by the blending df the two. . 
from iRis body for a t.ime,but they both were stiill unlirted h S d 1. The first ·effect df this union is the preoounence to 
to t e~n Person ()if 'the Trinity, 'as much as ever. and above all other individuals df ithe human Tace. ''Then 

3. Nor is t!h:is 'union ()if the Manhood with· die Godhead th 
in the One Pe"rso~ oIf Christ such a mystica!l. union as thaJt . ~)Uspakest in vision to thy hoiy one, 'and saiidst; I have. 
between Christ and .bel1evers. For though believers are' :laid help upon one that lis migh'tY; I have exalted one 
said ito 'be in Christ and Christ in them, 'yet 'they are not chosen out 'df the people". (,Psalm 89: 19) . 
One Person wi'th Christ. '. .? The second effeot of this union :is the perfect holineSs 

4. The human nature is -so'"united with the divine nat:ure and impeccaibiHty of Christ, that is, His" perfect ~in~essness. 
'in "the One Person of Christ ai .... that each naJture still retains' The Fa!ther "made him, w!ho .knew no sin, to be sin for us, 
its own essential propezlties distinct. As the soul and the 1Jha! we might be made -the righiteousness of GOd. m Him;". 
body are .un!iited -and make one person, yet 'the soul is 'not whl'Ch" we 'Could never have been made ~f he had been 
chang~d m!o the pel'fections of the body, nor th~ ibc?dy into tain'ted with 'any sin. He that needed ,re'd'OIIlption himse'l.f 
the peifec:tlons of the soull, so the human nature and the could never have purchased redemption !for us. . . 
~ivine nature are 'uni~ed in ;the One Person 'Of Christ, yet so 3. The third effect of this union is the OOmmunicati'On 
.as the one nature ~is not changed into !the other. He took .of 'alll grace in the h!ighest degree upon rthe human nature of 
upon Him the "form df a 'Servant 'but qost ~ot 'the form ~ Oh~9t (John 1 : 16; 3: 34, 35) . . 
~. (Philippians 2.:.5-7). t~e giory df His Deity was not 4. The fouIith e'f.fect of iliis ·unlion is .that the human 
dl1:lllms~ed thou~ l1t ~as echpsed or obscured under the. nature ~f Christ has received· high and glorious exaltation 
velll of our humamity, sm excepted (Hebrews 2: 14-18; to: aif.ter HIs death by'reason df '~IJIg uriited to tthe Son of 
21). In the incarnation of Christ, the human naiture is not . God. "But to which of the -angels said /he 'a!t any time, Sit 
swallo,wed .up ~y 't/he' diivine, nor changed into it, nor con~ on my right h~nd, unti~ I m~e thine 'enemies thy footstool'" 
founded ·w~th It: but they 'are so one, that they remain two' (Hebrew.s 1.: 13) . ' , 
stiIll; qne Person in two na'tures, containJing Ithe glorious V aONSIDER 'J1HE E~DS OF OHRI'ST'S . 
perfections O£ ithe D'ivinity,and the weakness of the hu- . INCARNATION. 
manity. The fu'lness of the Godhead dwells bodily 'in 
Christ. ' ~'. It w¥ 'to show .forth the,'giory of God. The 'glory of 

A't the very moment that die Son 'oIf God took human the FaJtner's ,£alithfulness in !fullfililing His promise "( 1 John 
nature, sin excepted, into union with His ~ternal 'Person- 4:.9, 10'.14).; the glory of It he Holy Spi,rit's'power in the· 
aHty, at that very 'instant, He spoke the words of Hebrews nura:culous conception .0£_ ChrlSlt's hUIml:n ,nature (Luke 1: 
10: 7: "Lo,:I 'come to do Thy wr)1, 0 God." "Wherefore . 35) ; and the ,glory ()If the Son in the voluntariness of His 
~hen. He cometh into the world, he saiith, S'acrifice and ~sum~ng th~ !human nature for the redemption and salva- . 
offermg thou would est not, but, 'a bOdy haSt ithou prepared 1llon of, lost smners. Glory to GOd in ithe Highest! . 
me: In burnt offerings ·and. sa:crifi'Ces for sin Ithou !baSt had 2. 'It was to bei<;orne our Gqel, or near kinsman; in order 
no :pleasure. Then said I, JLo, I corne (in the v()llume of the to have the ~igh't ·to. redeem'.'us from the law,. rt:s curse and 
book 'iit is wr.itten of me ....,...! 'COmpare Psalm 40:6-8) to do. condemnation; and that ~e might receiv.e the adoption of 
thy win, 0 God" (Hebr:ews 10:'5-7). At that very moment sons and every other 'Messing included in or connected with 
in His etemaq consciousness 'as the Son of God He sail . redemptiOn (Ga1-atians 4:4-7). Oh, the amazing love and' 
"Wha:t the sacrifices, and ~lood df bulls and goats .could astonishing ·oonde.s'C«1nsion 'd( the Son of God to be born of 
not do, I have 'Come 'accortimg to the eternal counsels of the a worn'an iil order tl'raJt in our nature by the a'C't!ive obedience 
Godh~ad, 'to 00 by' ,the taking of this. body prepared Me . of His life in keeping ,the precept of 'the law 'both in the 
by 1Jhe Holy Spirit, .irl whioh I wrIll beaT the Sins of My letter. and. spirit, and !by His p~ive dbe'dien'Ce- iIi death, 
people and make atonement for their souls." [n iRis hUman suffermg,the pen§Llty which 'the 'law ithreatened against the 
nature - His body beadng our sins (1, Peter 2: 24) and His transgressor, He mlight pl~ovide 'a perfect. righteousness 
soull made an offer.ing !for sin (Isaiah 53: 10) _ He offered .~hic? is im~l:1ted to t~e be'lieving, trusting soU'I·.unto justi
. Himsl<lf a.n. a ton~ng . sa'Crilt1ice without spo't -through' the f~catlOn of hfe (Romans 4: 6-8) .! Therefore our 'natures, 
eternal Spmt to God· upon the altar of His Divine nature as.~edeemed by the 'blood of Christ, have\capa'City for the 
(Hebrews 9.: 14; 1 Peter 1 :'18-20):. 'Therefore~ the right- eternal I:egions of l'ighit and·.shall dwdl in'the lmmed[ate 
eousn~ss w.rought .. out by Christ's 'a,ctive 'and passive 'olbedi- PresencJ, of God by His savipg. grace. He. that. united the 

,. ence In His hprnan nature· ~s ca.'IQed the ~ighteousne'!!s ~f hu~a? nature ·to Hi~ Divine nature '~an ·a!Iso so unite every 
. God. The blood shed 'in the human na'ture lis "he blood of behevmg soul to Hlffiselif by the Rura:de of regeneration 
. fGod (Acts· 20: 28.): Oonsequeiitly, .lffie Lord of Life and that th~y S~Ia.:U never be sep·arat.ed from His redeeming tlove 
. Glory 'coulld be cr~ciified, and for 'this reaso·n.'it couM be (1 Cormth'Ia~s 6: 17 ; ·ROm.a,;fl~ 8: 38, 3!!) . ' 
. said, !'~o ~an hath, ascended. up to .heaven, but he tha.t 

came down from heaven; even the 'Son Of Man wlii'ch is in . 
heaven" (John:3: 13; see 'a!lso John 6: 62; 16: 28) . . 

IV: CONsiDER THE E~FFJCT OF THIS' INDIS- . 
SOLUBLE UN'ION OF. THE TWO NATURES 

, IN THE ONE ~ERSON OF·~IST. 
)~,emember ·the propeI1t'ies' of eao'h nature !in the Person' . " 

My God,myCreator, 
The heav~s did bow 

Tp ranSoID offenders, ... 
And stooped very ~ow; 

. . . The body: prep~red 
. By the Fa't.her 'assumes, 

'1' • .' And on ithe kind errand 
.. . . Most jofr~lly comeS . 
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Oh, wonder of wonders! 
, As'tonished I gaze; 
To see in the m'anger 

For thousands df sinn~rs . ~~ God is returned J 

'J1he Lord Ibowed His head; 
Fol' thousands df sinners 

1J'0 glory on !high; 
When death makes a passage, 

'Then to Him '1'111 !fly: 
, The Ancient of Days; 

The ange1s proC'laiming , 
11he Stranger forlorn, 

i\.nd 'telling the shepherds 
That Jesus is born. 

. He groaned and He bled; 
My spirit rejoices, 

And jolin in the song 
Of a!l~ praise through His blood, 

To Three who are One ' _ The work it is done; 
My soull is redeemed; In the essen~ of God. 

S'alvation is won. (-Eo IL. ,SCHLECKT) 

-, 
THE 'MINISTRY OF THE WORD IN JARVIS STREET 

THi:f.setvices in Jarvis Street Baptist Church on Sunday, 
December 15th, were appropriate to 'tIhe Christmas 

season, as the saints df the Lord remembered with gratitude 
t!he ~oming of the ,'Lord Jesus OhAsit to earth for our re-
demption. ' 

In the moming Dr. iH. C. Slade prea:cheJd a message of 
cdmifort and encouragement on the sulbjeot, "Peace and 
Safety" ('Psalm 119: 165) . Thall: whi(;h we know '1:0 be the 
highest princi.ple· 'in the universe is love ('1 Cor. 13: 13) . 
When the lawyer. questioned our Saviour concerning this 
rria;tter, He answered 1hat love "is the first ana great C9in
mandment." 'The degree df this love iii; deep; it is hearty 
affection, not a cold, sha:llow thing. Love is Ithe surest test 
of the condition df the soul. 'A person may ola:im to have 
hlrgh ,principles olf righteousness, WId iJive ,a mora,[ life, but 
the true criterion is 'love. Do you' dove? This is the acid 
test. The churCh 'lilt, 'Ephesus was rebuked !for having left 
its first love. The Iove of God !is Iimparted i~ our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost. Love produces peate. 

We have given to us ;in this text a 'true Christian charac
ter: "Greait peace have they which love thy law." What is 
meant by "thy law"? The Word ¢ God in its entirety, the 
reveaIed wiJ.1 of God. Do you love the Word df God, the, 
"tmngs of heaven?, no you seek those lIIhings which' are 
aJbove? Then God has worked in your heart md I1i:fe. A 
Christian ~oves to hear ,the old, ol'd story 'and has no wish 
to Ildwer the st~dattl of the Gaspee To love .the Word 
is more than to ~dy, search and oIbey the Word. 

Here is 'a peace which cannot 'be 'dlisturbed, .peace of con
science, peace regaro:ing the future, 1Jhe perlfootion 6f tran
qui'lhy CIsa. 26: 3), the pea:ce Which passeth all llnder-

. standing (Phil. 4: 7). Dr. Slade mentioned the- testimony 
of Rev. John Byers in SunnyibrOOk Hospital concerning the· 
grace of God in ·the rime of severe tria!!. Th:is text com
forted -the great Spurgem:t aifiter he 'Was censured by the 
Ba,ptist Union. , 

Those whq 'love the law df the Lord have a Secure posi
non: "NOithing slha:lI offend ,them." There shaH be no cause 
df s'tumb1ing, but ·they shall !be steadifiast and stab1e. All 

. temptations shan be withstood, a1llthreats and trlirls. Is there 
someone here with no peace, no stability? Trust Christ. 

In the evening message nr. 'Slade recommended ~e Gos
pel which g~ves such peace and safety. The text chosen was 
the testimony df :the Aposotle 'Paul; '''This is a faithful say
ing, and worthy of ·a11 'acceptaJtlon, thaJt Christ Jesus came 
'into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief" ,(1 
Tim. 1 :,15) .. The grace of God had 'cured him of his 
Pharisadsm, Ms guilt, condemnatlion, wretChedness and 
rulin. It gave hiin mo~ity, righteousness and perfect ac
ceptance !before God. Pau1 had been given :life, joy, dig-' 
nioty df ofifice, ,Ohristiian usefulness and beavenly hope. 
Therel£ore, he desires 'to magnify the One who had done 

. aU this for h~m. 

l1his 'W'-as the na!tu~al expression of a redeemed heart. 
Let the n;deemed df !the Lord say_so and tell of the wonders 
of Ohrist and the glories of His 'marvellous grace. By this 
means Paul would discharge a heavy ob'lligation. He was 
d~btor to all men, ·md 'the Gospel had been giv~n to him 
as 'a sacred trWrt ·to be dellivered, to lbe recommended, in 'the 
Lord's name. Can we who !haVe the bread of I·ne withhold 
ill: from those who are starving? . 

The glorious message o'f !the Gospel" is sU'lIl!ffiaiized in this 
text, 'as .ill: is in the ifamil~ar text, John 3: 1'6. It is a soull
saving text 'and 'Per-haps needs bu't to be repeated in your 
heaxjing. It is a faithl'wl saying, a !fai1h!fu1 doctrine, a faith
ful dedamt!ion. 'It implies the pre-eXisten.;:e of Christ and 
spealks of IHIis amazing humility and condescen's'ion. He left 
the'glories of heaven; ,t.pe Ancient of days, the Eternal One, 
left 'tIhe a,bo'de df purity to 'Come to a world of corruption 
,and Sin. He left the light df heaven :for the sphe,re of dark
ness md d~all:h, 'and came from. the adomtion df' the angels 
to earth to receive the -.tbuse Of men (John 1: 111). He left . 
the etemaJI throne to be born a Babe in 1he manger, cradled ' 
in a1'1 humi~ity! What condescens:ion! This is the~Christinas 
message. This 'condescenSion was voluntary on His part .. 

His mission' in comrng Ito earth was "to save siriners". 
Sin is the !foulest, most hateilwl, h'ideous and loaithesome-thing 
in ~he universe. It has ~ome into every human heart. To
day Sin is described on 'a motal ibal!lis, as it m~y a~ar: to 

,people in respectilile soo'ie,ty. \Bu't not nelCessarily. Sin is 
rdbellion against God's law; it is the despising of God's 
mercy. ~ition 'to Chn'St lis sin 'in its ifuHest development. 
Many people '\Villi never 'be saved, Will never go ·to heaven, . 
because they w.jJJ not confess 'their sinfulness. Christ saves 
[rom sin, !from its guilt, condemna,tion ·arid, power, and 
Sl()me day He wi~'l save us from the very presen'ee of sin md, 
present us :faultless lbefore the :throne Of His glory. 

Consider the absOilute ceI't~nty df this GOspel:, "This is 
a iiaJi;~hfu!1 saying." 'It is 'a :proved. dO'dtrine, an 'accredlited 
s·t!atement. Scripture was fulfilled in the 'COrning of Christ, 
and the fact that He came to save 'from sin is proved in !the 
experience of muiltitudes df people. 'Phereare sayings 'and' 
reports that are Itrue, but they do not seriously concern us . 
This is vital; eveI)"thing depends on your acceptance. If you 
a:<;cept it, you are a. Savoo man; 'if you rejeot 'it, you are 
stili a' l~t SQut lit IS not 'the a'CCeptan'Ce you would give 
a neighbour who 'COmes to see you 'for a few minutes, but 
~t is the aoceptance 'o.f a bridegroom who receives his bride 
into his home 'to' live, with her till dea,th sha:tl them part. 
May many ithlis Ohristm:as, season !ittept by- faith the Lord 
Jesus, Christ and be saved. 
. This clear and stI'Qng. presentation of the Gospel mes
sage was !broadcast over station CH'WO, Oa:kvil~e, 1250, 
and w·as douibtless heard iby 'a grealt multlitude outSide the 
church audi,to~hnn. -phe prayerS of GOd's people wiJ;! foHow 
the message, gIven to the glory df God. --'O .. :Lc . ,-

, . 
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". '''U, thou hadst kn9WD, ~ven tho~, -at least;, ~ this ~ ~y, the things w~cli belo~ 
unto thy peacel,.but now they are hId from tpme eyes. For the days shall come upon 
,~ee,' ,that t!Jine enemies .shall cast a trench about thee; and compaslJ thee ,~urid ••• 
and they sh&ll not leave In thee 'one stone upon another; ,because thou knewest'not the 
t~e"~ ~ vi!litation."...:..Luke 19:42:-44; ,,' '. '. . . ., ... 

, 

~, 

T!HI!~.~did:our.S~~our 'weep over '!;he. city ~.Jerus~lem, of G:>d's visitation l:!hd f~ed t?' realize ~at Pte long~-
HIS heart torn WIth sorrow because of the unbelIef of . pe'Cted day-had already'arnved. !Devoted souls, like !\nna . ',' 

Official Judaism with its I1rligic ·consequences. 'In lowly guise,' ana SiIp.eon, who 'with faith arid confidence in 'the Word .... 
pding upon the fual of ail. ass, that the !Scriptures might .be·· of Go~ .were living in 'expectati~n ,of th'«< Messiah's coming, 
ful}:filled, Christ had e~tered the city. The whole' multitude ha'd. received Him jO>'f:u.1ly. They 'had seen the' s3!vation ' 
of t\le disciples had praised the 'Lord, but the Pharisees "and' whi~ God ha:~ ,been preparing. Lik~ Abraham,..they re- ' 
rulers were.fiNed with bitJter, h3Jtred. Ina few short days jm:ced to.·see·theday of Christ. But,th:e JewS as a whole 
they ~ould have ltheir way~ ·oa;s tI,.ey'thought, although th,e . conltinu,ed '~n rthe'ir way,. worShipping formal1y m ,the tem- .' 

• God Of heav:e~:.w.as ordering' 'a'l~ ·-th~ngs; and JeSus .of" Naz- pIe, unconcerned about the great, great events which were' 
< are1!h ,would be"ibroug~t to 'trial, ~ndemned and crucifiec;l. ta'king. pl3fe Ibefore'.their very eyes. ...' . " 

. Ever· forgiving ,those"who mistreated Him, saying again ~ We.'~,still'living in tthe age of.gra'Ce; this-'prese}lt time 
and 'ag;up" "·F'ather forgive then:t; for they"kn~ not' whal:' might well be termed for many the ltime of visitation: ":Be
they do," with no.thOugheifor His· own sorrow,.the Savio~r- hold, now 'is the"a.Ccepted. time; Ibehold, now, is the day of . 
was 'filled with '~.n:guishat !the, prospect of the ju'c;lgment Sa'lvation.", But $l:il~, 'as of old, there'is-n~ room for the 
which i~ a :few short ye~rs wo~ld. fall upon the city because 'Saviour -in the .inn of human lives .• 'l\4en are' so .concerped ' . 
of the sin .of its people. H9W He Ilonged 'fo:fthem to tum·, .. with_ wsine,ss or.· pleasure that ~ey ti'ave'l fllong rue's path-
to the Father_in ~ntance'! .Sa1lvation,:ddiverapce, peac~ way as though th~_SaViour h:ad never com'e;:is though--He" ... 
and -blessingweTf! offered :to diem,. J>ut 'they deliBerately ,were not neaT,. ready to~d~Hver':those who. call upon Him in 
re1~ted 'a:l1 Offers ¢ ~ez:cy, repudiating the One 'Who had. faiJth. Alas! ithe day of God's patience may soon Qe over"s<>' . 
ooin~ to bring them pardon', Scorning GOd's me,rcy, they far as many are .concerned~ anp tJ:I.eir day of. judgment m3:Y 
IIiti~ receive GOd's judgmenJt. HOw tragic it :was! .' . soon, commenrce, because they 'kn~ not the time of visita-

This fateful rejection··of the' Son of God was no new' : tion, they knew I!0t that $is w~ their day. . ' 
thipg for Jerusalem;. "the city o!f the .great' King". Gn .this' ' As -the, Jews 'were wi'lfuUy ~gnorant ,of -'the t~e.of visita-, ,~ 
-occasion the enmity 9f the unlbelii~ng. Jews 'was ~led tion, so' ~~re .theY-~ul1y. 'neglectflrl: ;towaid, the" PeI'SQ'n_ 
forth ~hen ithey heard the songs of grateful pralise on the . of ~th~ VISItor whom God had' sent. ,The lowly- shepherds' 
part. of the' disCiples, who:.~aid, "Blessed be, ~e King thart ibeliev~d the 'message of. the~ngels an~ hastened to Bethle
c~eth !in 'the name of the "Lord: . peate in he;lven, and h'elm"~ see those thmgs which h~d come to pass. When they 
glory in 'the highest." Some thirty years,before the angelic . saw the Christ, they w..O~ippecl Him. The magi, to whom 

. , 

: " hosts had werJ.'Comed that same. .King who had come in the. His coming :had ,been revealeg, 'also accepted Him as the" . 
name 9f the'Lo{:d, ,arid their song was s~lar: ~'GlorY to heavenly ~jng. Butt rthemajority of .tpe Jews _would have .' 
God lin Ithe lrighest, an9 on earth peace; good will toward none of KIm: '~He' came un'to his own~ and ·his own ~. 
men,." But whc;> of the offi'Cers in'rl: religious 'leiders df Jeru- "ceivoo him not." Their,eyes lQOke~ u~n the Savi~ur as He 
,S'a'lelm had lifted up. their Voices to· pralse 'Him? He haa walked in and otJi!: among Uiein:,-a~ ~e taught iri, tJieir '.- • 
rome as a little !Babe, born o!f 'a virgin in Be~lehem, just templ~ and synagogqes, 'and 'as.lfe.liea:led th~ sick. He spake ' .: 
,as -the prophe'ts .. had. said, but on their. part He was un- as' never man sp,ilke, Hdived ~ never man. lived, arid actd:l < 

welcomeq :and unwanted. , They knew not the'things that ,as 'n~ver ,man a:cted, 'but in their blindJi~ss they would 'not 
b.elorig~d to itheir peace;ther kn'e\y not the time of visita- 'ac~ Him. 'Seeing, th~y·s~w n~.IIt,~ th~ s~e ~ro~gh~~ , , 

nqn. . . . ." .,' ,...' . out HIS whale !!arthly lif~; In HIS bahyhnod,'.H;Is chrldhQOd, 
. This wlilful ~gnorance 'Was ~foM: they knew, no't the 'YQuth and manhood He:Wl¥I d~pised and forsaken of men·; 

time' o!f: viSitati.on;~ they wouM not receive /the .Visitor·; they ,th~y hid, as lit were,their faces'from HUn. '. ' 
refused to t~e ·ai:lVan:tage of. the pUlpose of His taming;.. In this our d~y 'the Saviour is still ~jectoo by the masses. 

These Je\YS shouJd Jlave 'known thart this was' their day:. Many ministers 'and Ileaders in the religious, politiql, social 
'~lIf ,tho~ !ha:dst .kno:wn, even thou, ·:at Ileast ;in thi~ thy day," and ~ucatJion:a:l' reaIms~nk 'of .'a:rist: as ~iy a_man,.' a 
the SaVIOur saId, 'and ''1thou knowest not ltJhe time o!f thy good. man, per~ap$, but Just:one qlke .themselves. Some 

'.v'i5i.ta~on:" The '!fact of this visitatIon (rom on' high, this'" even go sO far 'as to- say.- ilh'at iH'~, iI?~ing a mere man, is .. 
period of sped!l1 manifestation of I>iVine grate"to trien bad falrlible; . 'that' He is the, produ~t Qf. ,His ti~es and. not an 
been propheSied ',~rom the. very ~egiiming. God ;h~ . !!aid .. authoritaitive guide, that at 'times He. ~prOmised; They 
tIiatthe seed of th~: Woml!ll would bruise the serPents. head. . beI:ieve Ddt God's' record ~ncerning His. Son, and as·a con- . 
Moses. had prophesied, saying" ~'Th~ Lord thy' God will sequence, th~r eyeS are blinded, 8:S to His _ true 'ideI!tity. 
'r;alse up· un fo .theea· Prophe't "from. rth.e midst Of, thy ,breth- Like ithe mul'f1tude1n . that day, they k~ow Hini not. 
ren, like Jln to me.~' Ba:l'aam, .Isa.Ii.a:h, J etemiah, Ezekiel ·mid.. 'The majority, Of 'the J ~s:-were ignorant, . also, in regard . 
~i'ca1i".amoilg-dt!hers, had ·likeWise spOKen df this I)iyine ,to the purposes 'aQd the resutts,o!f"th~ ~dvent 01 Christ; who , 
viM-tation. qqcI' woul~ 'COme down among His poop-Ie . .The, must: say to rthem, ~'H thou hadst known ... '. tp.e things th~t ' . 
ti!ne,.pl~ce, and ,puinner o!f the bIrth of the Son of God had ibelol!g untO· thy. p,e~e!" For 'lcenturi~s the Jews had ~een 
been clearly foretold.' :rhey.Hvci:l 'in that day, aild yet,¢.eir" in ib<?ndage t<,> a ifarngn rpow~r.,·F-romthe.ltime ohhe cap: 
eyes were stilrl upon 1he distant !futute. W~th·-their minds . tivity until the day When .. thellJ:.Qrd spoke to them, except 
closed t~. the' tru'th !because Of their. si~ an'~ disob~dien'C~,:. for .a' brier' per:.i~" they ha:d Ib~en down-trodden and forced 
they Were clinging'to th'eir own notions roncerning ~e time' .. ·to submit to, rt:he Control pf a9.ien ruqers. 'They 'ha;d .longed 
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.' . . . . 
for rele~e, for p~ce .. Yet, ,it had not come, at lea$!; so knew not the things which b~onged unto ·their peace. 
they. !flho~ght. But the pn?mised "Prince of' Peace" was in This :is a restless age in which we live. Men feverishly 
their midst,~ the one who wou~d guide ~eir feet into the ,strive for g~, fod'anie, !for p~ige. In the 'political ~rld 
way of peace, and they 'knew it not. They ~rred, not know- there is'much talk of peaiCe, but aittle 'Of it in evidence. ![f 
ing 'tlhe Scriptures; the, wl).ole wozild was in ;turmoil, and, peop1e would but turn their eyes to th,e one Mediator, to 
they were watching for one who would defeat ,their ,faes me Saviour who d:j~d that' we mig~ have peace with God, 
and bring 'peace to their: 'lan~. They were longing for peace-the peace of God and peace with our feHowmen! Ins'tead 
from ,their !foes with,olit, but spumed, the Ohrist because of~; like tlhe Jews' of old, they' close their eyes to their 
He calme to brinK peace wiiliin. - 'He ,had come, 'as GOd real etemaI inteiesq; and seek '~n worldly ways to bring some 
manife&t, iii. the, /flesh;. ~d was in Christ reconciling' the . order ou't of the current confusion. ·'ltJis stin true that many 
woild ,unto Himself. This peace of 'reconciliation wiItP God 'do no't know the' things w4i'Ch belong unto their peace.· 
'was utterly beyond them because their hearts were dark- At this season Of, the year when our mInds are, especial1y . 
ened wi'th sin. ' They Shunned .the light, lest' their :deeds -be drawn, to the 'Saviour's commg upon earth for 01lr salv,uon, 
manifest. The pea:ce of soul which the Lord promised to ,may the hearts oif many tuin to me' Lord, that His Spirit 
those who wou:ld 'COme to J;Iim~ that peaee which He ,alone may enl'iglhte~ Ithezq so that they may ~ognize that this is 
can give, was something .which, IIlhey could nOt understand, ,the day of theiJ;" viSitation!. May they befieve His Word tha:t 

, because ,they 'Wou1ld not. Their true pea:ce, as a . nation" as', Christ came 'to .save them, and that His peace win be the 
a city -and as individuals rested upon their 'aittitUde to the portion of all who truly 'trust Him and commit itheir way 
Lord Jesus Christ; They s'corned Him aIIld utterly ~pudiated . unto Him!· . 
'His missio..p of bri~ging, ~iritu'al ~ace to their heal1ts. :,They 

.... 

·.'The. 'Chr:is'tian and' Christmas, 
, Rev. G: A; Adams, B:A., ,B.D., , 

RegUtrar of TOronto Baptist Se.minary 

-O.L.C.' 

I 

", ~ N' INETEEN HUND~ED, AND FIFTY -S'EVEN 'years . are .not born--again people, have a secu1.arized version. of ' 
ago on December 25th qhrist was probably 5 years ChrIStmas., _ 

2. months old. The .traditional anna domini, is manifestly However, is ithere'any precedent for ·the practice and Can 
~rong in' 'that there is p~(that Herod :t'ne Great, who, the observance of Christmas con~buite ~ything to the 
sought to destroy lt4e -babe Jesus, died in the year 4 B.C. people dfGod? We reply by remindiing ourseJves that ~an, 
Abbot Di~nysius 'EX:.iguus of the sixth century, upon whose is a social 'Creature, and ~t is not good that he sh~l~ dwell 
reCko~pgs we date ouJ; years, evidently was In error. The alone. F'amilies :and even ·na:tions are q.ivme'institution,s. 
reference'to fIo2ks-:being in 'lhe-field!!.'at the tjrne of bil'th He who VOIluntarily defies ·this prindiple ¢ life pays the" 
likewlise suggests Decem~er 'as unl!ikely, .fur Sheep were' usu- penallty by becoming ,an oddity. R~igion f~ Israel was, not 
ailly '~en into ,the' folds !in Nov.ember· and kept, in tNI i.ndividua:listiic in ithe main. Progressive revel~tion leads from ' 
March. . I , . ~: . the, materiail to the &pliritual, ~d, from the na'ti~n to ,the 

Thlis cons'iderattiot;l, coupled with (evident' paganism- that indivi~ual., J~l predict~d .that a n~ ~ wo)Jld come :when 
is 'as~ciated for many with Christmas',· may (iireot us to he declared:, "And :it shan 'Come to' pass, that who!oever 
consider two matters. - ,shall cadi on the name of the Lortl shan be delivered ... " 

II. Should Christmas Be Observed by Christia~s? ' (Joel 2:32). iHowever, the ~~ aspect Of,reli~on is never 
, -', . . - . - . <!estroyed for we must pot forsake :tlhe assembling, of our-

, Some very ~mc: b~heve~. !fol~owmg .soI?e of tIh~ Punt~ selves 'together (Heb. 10: 25 ). ,One of the apocalyptical 
say .nay .• T~e ~crsslve ,eating :md ,drlnk~ng, the mcreasmg visions Of the church is that of a foursquare city (Rev. 
commel'Cl~l..hzatlOn,. the occupatIon ~f C~t:s p.la~e Ib~. San~ 21 : 2). " .,' " 

,'. 

Claus, rtoge,ther w}th the lack of a. sp~flc ~Junction ,.m A,morig'~the proviSions made by, JehoVah~Jireh !for this 
the Word of God ~nc~~ge them 10 thIS attitude. W~le social nature was -thart: of. ,:the feast of the 'Pas'Sover, Pente~ 
.~e do, not share ~lii~ op~lOn, we, ~ust . ~ect, the ~~?V1c- C'Ost l1?d ~ibernacles. 'F,?r ,/lhese' 'th~ fai~ful' W'ou1c;l congrc:- . 
nons pi these Chnstlans. , In Roman 14. 6f. we rel:!,d ,. One gate m Jerusalem often f~, various parts of the Medi:. 
man esteer:n~~ one day above ,~no~er: a~othe~ estec:met~ terranean 'WotiI9 .. , The, Feast- of 'ra'berna.q!es espe'cia!lly was 
,e'iJ(!ry d.ay' ahke. Let eyery ma~ be fuHy persuaded.m hIS a·very joyiful occasion, Sp mU'Oh so that penitential tears"at , . 
own mm?~ 'He Ithat !Cgard~th ,~e, day; reg~deth It unto, Ezra's readipg Oflihe la'Y were ,quic'kly.cliecked on one ~ch' , - ' 
the Lord" and he '~at regaroeth nQt the, day, ~ the~. occasion. In :the New Te~ent, we: have' references to 
. he doth ~ot ,rega~ It.'~ " " . -'. .. ',' • fea.orts In connection ~,th weddin~ and wi.th ~ the' Pro4i~'s '.-

&;metlmes, the .,oI?poSeI'$ df ~Ch!19tmas, . try, . m a?¥ dls- return 'and then 'the're WilS :the Agape, or -love feast, whiCh 
russlon, ~ force ,theIr adversanes 'Into the false posltic;m of priinitive Christians '0Ibserved. Clement df ~lexaDdria 'who 
,condoning all therelalted evils, !because the day is ~ belonged tQ the Second qentury, A.D." makeS ref~cetO', 
¢lebrated. 'Ihls trick of logic is Iiilyalid~ Many good, thipg\l' the .. festiva!l of Chiis'tmas., This' of iC'Owse was 'centuries be
have !been ''COiruptectby tr~adi-tion and usage., ·The 1!Wci .' fore. tlhe church of Rome came 'Ito lord !it over weStern 
ordinances-of I~aptism ·and theLo~'sS:UPBer: maybe ~i~ '!~hjisteI?dom. We·tan .well·understand.how people thlm~ : 

. :as examples, ~ut ,tih'atd~; n~t lead ~aptis~ to 'the ~Sltion . 'In the observan'Ce of Joytful fe:asts sho~d ~dllow' ,the pre-
'Of. Our Salv3It10n A-:rr!y fI'l:nds' ~ho Ignore the ord~??Ul'C~s ~ent .of 'the an~elic ,host and c~lebra'te ChriSt's' birthday. , 
a!1together. No.Chrl~t13.n wIi11,,~n,done gluttony and mtoXl- One of t!h"~ haPPIest no'tes oif Scnpbure :is 'that of '~Unto us 
\ca~?n: In. a country ~loth,~ Oh~tj.aii. pentage it·is not sur- . a.clUld is born, unto us 'a son is given ~ 0 •• ". (Isa.'9:6). Yes:' 
pl'lsmg t!h'a't th~ maJ91'1ty of Our cou~en; who-of C9Urse, ''rh~;is no specifi'C injuriotion in God':; Wo~· ,to observe 
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the day (neither is' th-ere speCiif.ic warrant for Sunday 
Schools, missionary meetings, elt.) 'but how na'tural su'dh 
a celelbration was, 'and how useful <to 'keep man ieminde'd 
df such a cardinal doctrine as ,1!hat Of the InlcarnaJliion. 

To these sceptical sinners, as well- as to the discouraged 
believing remnant. the prophet. speaking by inspiration. an
nounced the coming of the Mesl!iah. the' messenger of the 
covenant (lsa. 63:9). Of late there had been no Divine inter
vention, and evil seemed to hold undisputed sway. but the 
Lord would surely come; He would break the long silence 
(Psa. 50:1-6; Habb; 2·:20; Hagg. 2:7). The Lord would send 
a messenger before Him to prepare the hearts of the people 
for His coming (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 4:5. 6). Th&t mesynger was 
John .the .Baptist. the forerunner of· tbe Lord Jesus Christ 

So :to the opposers of Christmas we 'WOuld write a re
minder of the need ifor Christian qiberty in "maJtters indif
ferent", and add a calUtion agalinlrt the :'danger of tPe 
spiritual p~de whioh suggests superior spiriW!ality because 
df non-observance. Iif a o'hoice has 'to 'be .'made between 
geniality and !IDoroseness, this writer wil~ choose the fo~r, 
feeling that a ,sp'iIjltual observ'ance 01£ Christmas is !far more 
,beneficiallthan !indulging in'critica!l disgust. 

. (Matt. 8:8; Mark 9:11-13; Luke 7:27). It is significant that 

N. How then sho~ld Christmas be observed? 
e·. . 

Negatively, :the Christian 'Will not indulge in, excesslive 
eating, for he muSlt be <temperate in all things. !He Will not 
be -g'uillty of rash spending, for he is a steward of his !Lord. 
As lYing is eVfl, he willq no doubt want to avdid deception 
about S3Il1ta Claus. ' 

On the pos1ltive sil,ie, he may wish to satliSfy his ~~al 
narure by' renewing world-wide conta:cts through the mail" 
ing of seasonal greetings. He' maJY wi~ to enil:emUn and be 
enterta:ined by his friends. Likew5:se he may, wish to be 
reminded of hls Chri*-ian 'responsiib'iHty toWards the sick 
and the needy. 'But ,above all he, should ~joy the fellow
ship ,01£ the sainl1:s and engage in joyful· thanksgiving on 
account df'the advent of the Saviour. In rec~nt yea:rs <the 

, wriJter has 'come to apprecia:te grea1Jly a Christmas morning 
servli'Ce, hut whet!her thiS' be adopted or nldt, no doubt some 
distinctive serVice' in conneotlion with -this :festivity WIll be 
apprecia.te:d. ' 

:At "a time df year when mtrltirudes are accustomed to 
'. prese~ gifts 'to their loved ones, have you ever considered 

ma.lcing a speCial thank-ofifering unto the Lord Jesus.on the 
dl:l-Y traditionally observed ,as His birthday? The precede.,n't 
of the Magi may wellibe noted. . As :a suggestion for a way 
df g!i.ving unto God, what ,about suob 'WOrthy causes as 'your 
loca!l dturch, THE GOSPEL ·WITNESS:. or Toronto Baptist, 
Seminary? ' ./ - . '. 

We submit :tha:t such a spiritu;al ce'lebration of Christmas 
_ woul:dlbethe moSlt'elffe'ctive way of oountering -the increas,,: 
ing secularization:. . ' . 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 l"ourth Quarter Lesson 13 December 29, 1957 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (T01'.>, 

PROMISES OF BLESSING 
Lesson Text: Malachi 8. 
Golden Text: "And they' shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, 

'in that' day when I make up my jewels.'~-Malachi 8:17. -
I. 'The Coming of the Blessed One: verses 1-6. ) 

The Old Testament prophets were reformers., in the true 
sense of 'he word. They were sent of God to, declare to the 
people of their day the flaming m~ssage of rebuke for the 
prevalent siri and ~postasy, but with a message of encourage
ment to the faithful remnant who continued to fear God. It 
was 'their task to call t~e nation to repentance. 

Among the sins of God's people which merited rebuke :was 
the habit of murmuring againl!lt Jehovah - against His Per-. 
son, . His cominands and. His Providential deal~gs (Nurp,b. 
14:2. 29; 26:63, 65; 2 Cor. 10:10). The charges laid at their. 
door brought forth either an impudent denial or an insolent 
challenge: "Wherein liave we' despi!led thy name'" (1:6); 
"Wherefore ?'. (2: 14); "What have we spoken against thee?" 
(8:13). Beholding the seeming prosperity. of the wicked. 
they went so far as to charge the Lord Himself with un
righteousness: "Where is the God of judgment?" (Mal.·2:17). 

the word "Mal!l-chi" means "my messenger". I ' , 

The children of Israel had . long been awaiting the eOJ;lling 
'of the Messiah. hoping to be delivered from' political bond. 
age. but they did not realize that their greatest need was 
for redemption from the. bondage of sin. The prophet aIi
nouncedthat the Messiah would su~ly come. and when. He 
caine. He would purify them. and refine th~m, even as gold 
and silver are refined by fire of judgme1:lt,and purging (Job 
23:10; Isa. 1:25; 4:8, 4;- Zech. 18:9; Mal. 4:1; Matt. 3:10-12). 
Who could starid before the Holy One. of God (Rev. 6:15-17)? 
When .purged from sin. they would be abl~ to present offer
ings which would be acceptabl~ to the Lord (Isa~ 1; 10-20; 
Mal. 1:11). ' ' 
. ~t was 'bec!l-use of the faithfulness of. God. :who changeth 
never (Numb. 23:19; Rom .. 11:29; Jas. 1:17). but is the same 
yesterday, to-day and forever (Psa .... 102:25-28; lIeb. 1:10-12; 
13:8) that the Israelites. the descendants of Jacob. had not 
been utterly consumed (Lam. 3:22; Amos 9:9). God was faith-
ful to'His covenant with the patriarchs. ' 
II. The Conditions of Blessing': verses 7-18. , 

The Divine' Surgeon ca,re~ully diagnosed the 'spiritual ill
!less of the inhabitants of the land' and plainly declared the 
cause of their present distress.' In spite. of their pretended ., 
innocence when, blinded with pride. they argued against every 
charge, they were arraigned .~efore the',bar of God's "justice 
and pronounced guilty of. robbery against the -"Most High. 
Wherein had they robbed Him? They had withheld from Him 
the glory 'due 'His riame '(Psa. 29:2). the obedience .of their 
hearts to ,which He was entitled (lsa. 29':,13). the tithes which 
He had commanded (Gen. 14:10; 28:22; Lev. 27:30; Numb. 
18':21. 24; Deut. 26:2) and the offerings which they had 
promised in token of love and gratitude to Him (Exod.23:19; 
34:26). ' ' I 

~~ experie~ce a 'return to His favour. the people must re
turn to the Lord (Deut. 28:1-3; Isa. 55:7i Zech. -1:3). To 
prove 'that the Lord was true to' HisproJDlse. let them take 
Him at His word (1 Kings 18:.24. 37-39'; 1 Chron. 21:26; 2 
Cor. 9:6-8).· 'Let theDJ bring into His courts th~ whole tithe 
(Prov. 3:~. 10; 1 Cbron. 26:20; 2 Chron • .31:11;. Neh. 10:38; 
38:10-12) and generous offerings (Exod. 22:29). If this were 

_done. instea4 of resting under the curse of God, they would 
experience blessing (2 Cbron., 7:14). .Moreover. the Lord 
would undertake for them and fight for them against their 
enemies. giving them complete victory (2 Cl)ron. 20:15-17; 
Isa. '54:17) and also economic prosperity (Deut. 28:11. 12). 
and a good name among the I1ations (Deut. 28:13;' Mal. 2:9). 
. They must cease their sinful complaining against the Lord, ' 
for they had been'murmuring in the time of adversity that 
it did not pay to serve Him (Job 1:9; 21:7; Psa. 73:13. 14; 
Jer. 12:1). since to them it seemed as though the wicked 
always prospered, whereas the righ'teous frequently suffered 
adversity (Psa. 73:1-12; 94:3). ' 

I;n . spite of the gener:al unbelief and wickedness. there were 
some, the ,faithful remriant. who remained true to the Lord 
(Isa. 1:9; Jer. 15:11-21; Rom; 11:5). They were His chosen 
servants' (Rev. 17:14), the ones who knew the secret of the 
Lord (Psa. 25:14) and had their.dwelling in the atmosphere 
of His presence (Psa. 91:1; John 15:7). Upon 'them He would 
shower His .blessing (Ezek. 34':26). They feared the Lord; 
that is, they loved. honoured, revered f!.Ild.,obeyed Him (Psa. 
19:9; Mal .. 4:2). They thought and medit8.ted upon His name, 
thinking of what He was ·and·what He had done for 'them 
(Psa:'l:1. 2; Mal. 2:5. 6).· They I!Poke 'often of Him one to 
another, bearing testimony concerning His goodne,ss. Men of 
earth might despise them •. but the Lord took notice of them 
and He would remember them when the books .were opened, 
(Psa .. 56:8; Dan. 7:10; Rev. 20:12). They would be His own 
precious jewels, the crown of His glory (Dan. 12:8; 1 Thess. 
2:19 ..... 20). May we all be among those chosen fa,ithful-ones 
wlw bring joy to the heart of ~heir Master and Lord! 

- Daily 8i"'.· Rlia~lngl on' page 2 -<. 
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