Regeneration or the New Birth—p.,7
Christmas Suggestions—ps. 6, 13, 16

~

The Good Fight of Faith—p. 10
" Younger Readers—p. 14

@he (Enﬁpkl W@itness

- Protestant }\hnntate

Avuthorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Depariment, Otawa P

————
—

Vol. 36, No. 35

130 Gerrard St. E,, TORONTO, DECEMBER 12, 1957

* Whole Number 1855

- The érrmnnz of 8r. T. @ %hwlhn
"BE NOT AFRAID, ONLY BELIEVE"

(Electrically Recorded)

“And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name;

and when he saw hlm, he fell at his feet,

And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death:

I pray thee, come and lay

thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.
And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him,

While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain
which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?
As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the

-synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.

And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother

of James.

. And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult,

and them that wept and wailed greatly.

And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep’

the damsel is not dead, biit sleepeth.

And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the

father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him

where the damsel was lying.

, and entereth in

And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha Gumx which is,
being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise,

And straightway the ’ damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve
years. And they were astonished with a great astomshment.

And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that
something should be given her to eat P’—Mark 5: 22-24 85-48.

’ Prayer Before tl_le Sermon

We thank Thee, O Lord, for the high and holy privilege of
coming together in the Name of the Lord to present our
praises and our petitions to Thee before the Throne of grace.

We thank Thee for, all that Thou art, .and for all that Thou -

hast done, We bring to:Thee the adoration of our hearts
this morning. Help us to render to Thee a spiritual service,
that every part of this service may magnify the Lord, and
be glorifying to Thy Name.

Then we have come specially that we may. be instructed
out of Thy Word. And so we have but this simple petition to
present to Thee, that it may please Thee by the Holy Ghost
to enlighten our understandings, to enfranchise our wills, to
engage our hearts’ affections, and help us to respond to the
Word of the Lord. iGrant this to us in this service, and in
all services where Jesus Christ ls preached. We ask it in
His Name, Amen.

I WANT you to look at that story of the raising of the little

daughter of Jairus. You will have noticed in the lesson
we read this morning how needy people everywhere throng-
ed the Master. As He moved from place to place there was

always someone needing His ministration. And even as He
proceeded to answer the call of the ruler of the synagogue,
His journey was interrupted for a very' short time by the
intrusion of this sick woman, who touched the hem of His
garment and was healed. '‘And, having healed her, He went
on to complete His journey to the house -of the ruler of the
sypagogue. Now let us look at that story and see what
lessons we may learn for us today.

: 1.

It is worthy of note that when an “affectionate father,
troubled -on account of his little daughter, had recognized
the peril that faced her, he thought of the Lord Jesus, and
he went to Him and SPREAD HIS CASE BEFORE THE
LORD. That surely is what we ought all to do.. We sing

“What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God 'in prayer!” ..
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And surely this is especially true of parents Their greatest
treasures are their children. Their supreme concern is for
their welfare. They' are the source of their -greatest joys,
and at the same time of their Heaviest responsiblhues, some-
times of their greatest anxieties, and sometimes of their
greatest grief. But whatever the condition, parents ought
surely to emulate the example of this ruler of the synagogue,
and take all their domestic cares to the Lord Jesus, what-
ever they may be, and spread them before Him,

I wonder how many parents here this morning do reaily
do that? Yes, perhaps if a child is desperately ill, or if you
are faced with some material difficulty, somethmg that
belongs to this lower mundane sphere, you may think j

haps that the Lord ought to do something for you. But what --

about the moral and spiritual interests of your children?
Is that a subject of constant prayer, unceasing prayer? —
that God may in His good pleasure lay His hand upon them
and make them His own, make them to be to you an
- unceasing joy? Last night we heard of a little boy, only

eleven years of age, who has already been in the hands of-

the police no less than four times. His. father and mother
have exhorted him to be a good boy, to behave himself,
but neither of them knowmg the way to the one great
Helper Who might really do something for their child.
What a tragedy a case like that is! One trembles in these
days almost to hear that a child is born. ‘We cannot help
asking to what has the child been born, into a world that
more manifestly perhaps than ever be'fote lieth in the wicked
one, where evil besets the children on every hand, and
temptations are multxphed -and fathers and mothers are
at their wits’ end to know how to keep the hves of these
children clean.

. Now if there are any such I oommend to you the ex-
ample of Jairus. Go and tell the Lord Jesus all about it.
It is well to have the help of Sunday School teachers, of
the church and the Sunday School, so far as human power

and influence may be of value, but, my dear friends, it is-

ever true that effectual and permanent and abiding help
can be given you only by the Lord Jesus Christ. There-
fore, resort to Him, put your case before Him, engage Him
as your children’s guardlan, with a great prayer that He
may become their Saviour.

This man was a ruler of the synagogue, but he had a very
sick daughter. Even religious people do not escipe these
dangers. It is not wise always to blame parents for the
conduct of their children. I have known some of the god-
liest of men and women who have done everything within
human power, by precept and example, to lead their chil-
dren in ways of righteousness, and still they have gone
astray, still they have brought to their parents a heart-
breaking experience, through no fault of the parents It is
Just because it is natural for human nature, be it in youth
or in adult age, to go astray.

But this fittle gir]l was not morally ill apparently. She
was still a lovely child in' her father’s home, overtaken by
phiysical illness of such a serious character that he feared

he miight lose her. And therefore he brought that domestic.

matter of the child’s illness to the Lord Jesus. We do well
to do that. Call the doctor — vyes; call the nurse if you
must — yes. But doctor and .nurse can only be the Divine
instruments at the best. “I am the Lord that healeth thee.”
Healing comes really, through whatsoever instrumentalities
it may please Him to use, from the Lord Himself.
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And so Jesus came to the ruler’s house.'But even while

He was on the way He was intercepted, and the father was

told that while he prayed, while he was evoking Divine aid,
his ittle daughter had died, and it was too late to evoke
the aid of the Lord Jesus. “Why troublest thou the Master
any further?” Ts it ever too late with the Lord? It is too
late for us, too late for human ministeries perhaps, but
never too late for Him. Oh, what a glorious truth that is!
“Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.” “I will
restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten.” The
grace of God can reach back into the past and correct the
evils of yesterday, and the troubles that still pursue us. IT
IS NEVER TOO LATE FOR HIM. Perhaps some of you
here this morning say, “I thought that was just one of the
things that had to be endured, and that could never be
corrected, because it belonged to my yesterday.” Do not say
that. It is never too late for the Master. He can correct
these things, and.bring blessing out of what seems to be
irretrievable disaster.

He came to the house where they were weeping and
wailing, and the professional mourners were there. Matthew

_sdys they made a noise; he does not-even call it music. But’

they were lamenting the death of this “child, and helping
father 'and mother to mourni-I do not think we need such
help as that, do we, when overtaken by such sorrow? But
however, fhe Lord Jesus breaks upon that storm, that tem-
pest of noise and of mourning, and says, “The damsel is’
not dead, but sleepeth.”

My dear friends, -how differently God looks upon the
events of life from the way in which we view them. I have
called your attention often to the frequently repeated say-

-ing of the Old Testament — - this and that and the other

“thing occurred, or was done, in the sight of the Lord, some-
thing that God' had His eye upon. 'And here wh'-iie they

)
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mourn the death of this little child Jesus says it is not a
" hopeless case; the child is not dead, but sleepeth. -

Now there are children that are -morally and spiritually
dead. T remember a certain professor speaking of his little
boy, and he said angrily, “Don’t you talk about total de-
pravity as it applies to my boy.” I do not know what the
child turned out to be, but I have seen many children who
seemed to promise well who broke.their parents’ hearts at

, last. And it is of that situation T speak this morning. I
speak to you Sunday School teachers, and I want you to
think of the boys and girls that, so far as you are able to
judge, have passed beyond human aid. Think of that father
and mother entreating that little boy of eleven years. to
behave himself, and to keep out of the hands of the police.
And yet here is a boy who is steadily and with all possible
speed heading toward a life of crime, and apparently noth-
ing that anybody can do-is able to check him. 'What are we
going to do with children like -that? — send them to the
Reformatory? My dear friends, it is not too late for the
Lord Jesus to do something with them. I hope you all,
teachers and members, recognize that no child, be it boy
or girl, however promising in early life that child may be,
can possibly be safe until it is held safely in the grip of the

" almighty Saviour.. No one else can guarantee what the.

child’s future will be.
T remember being at a wedding some years ago, and there

was a very engaging little girl three or four years of age..

‘She came to me with her dimples and her smiles — really
a lovely child. T said, “You are a nice little girl. What does
your mother say about you?” She looked up with her
twinkling eyes, and she said, “My mamma says that some-
times I'se bewitchingly exquisite, and sometimes she says
I’se just awful.” Did you ever know children like that?
And you do not know whether the bewitchingly exquisite
or the awfulness is"to lie at the end of that child’s career.
And none but Jesus can do helpless children good. Do not

say, “It is just a little child.” What is the value of a child?’

It is worth more than a man; the salvation of a child is
more important than the salvation of a man. Half of the
man’s life is gone, half of his years are wasted, and he has
but a comparatively short time to fit himself, or to be fitted
by God’s grace, for useful service. But when a child is saved
in the morning of life, with a full long day before him, with
opportunities for training and education, and opportunity
to fit him or her for some life of useful service — oh, to
see a child saved by the Lord Jesus that makes the bells
of Heaven ring, and it ought to make us to rejoice.

‘We in this Sunday School face great difficulties. We find
it a hundred times more difficult to carry on our Sunday
School work than we did twenty years ago. Tt requires a
great deal more persistent effort than ever before. The
children about us who live in this neighbourhood; and who

" are in reach of this Sunday School, many of them are of
such a character that even now the devil’s stamp is upon
them. And we cannot eradicate it unless we can get those
children to come to Jesus. Oh, let me say to you teachers,
take upon you with renewed earnestness this burden of the
salvation.of the children that are under your care. Think of
them and pray for them day and night. Do not give them

up. because they are awkward. Perhaps some boy or girl in

‘the class this morning made your task extremely difficult.
It may be that that one will be the first to be converted.
7~ I remember years ago getting a lesson. I was conducting
evangelistic services in my own church, a little village

‘chiurch it was, There were many coming, but there was one -

young girl, T suppose about eighteen or nineteen, and every

night she sat in the front seat and giggled, she did not
laugh, but she just giggled all the way through the service.
Sometimes I was half tempted to rebuke her, and to ask
her what she found so amusing. But T let patience have her
perfect work, and one night when I gave the invitation —
none had come up to that time — the smiles vanished, and
the tears streamed down her cheeks as she went out past
others in the pew and came forward. She had been laugh-
ing to laugh off her fears; she had been concerned about
her soul’s salvation. And it may be that that child, that boy
or girl that is the most difficult in your class, is the nearest
to the Kingdom of Heaven. Do mnot give him up; do not

- give her up.

T am speaking to you simply, but as an earnest exhorta-
tion. When I heard that story last night, after’ I went
home 1 could not help spreading it before the Lord for
several hours. I could not sleep, and-I said, “Lord, what
shall we do?” What shall we do for these children whom
the devil would destroy? Oh, I beg of you teachers and
parents, whoever you are, do your utmost as God’s instru-
ments to.save these children from destruction. -

Now Jesus came to the ruler’s house, and when He said,
“The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth,” they laughed Him
to scorn. We live iin a day, dear friends, when perhaps the

-majority of people scorn the gospel, and laugh at the chil-

dren’s Saviour — willing to try anything but to resort to
Him. And when we speak about conversion, about boys and
girls being born again, receiving Christ and the Holy Spirit
into their hearts that they may be saved, a great many
people laugh us to scorn, and say, “What fis the use of
talking that nonsense? And Professor Marshall used to
ridicule the idea of what we call conversion as a psycho-
logical revolution that was entirely unnecessary if children
were properly brought up. . Poor blind man! He has gone
to give-an account to God. What damage he»did before
he left I do not know. But he was among those who would
laugh, and scorn the idea that a child needed the touch of
God, regeneration, to be made a new creature in Christ —
that there was the power of death within that little human
heart, dead in trespasses and sins, and that nothing but the

life-call of Jesus Christ would make that boy' or girl safe.

III. -

Well He came, and when they laughed Him to scorn He
paid no attention to them except to say to the ruler of the
synagogue, “Be not afraid, only believe.” I speak to fathers
and mothers here this morning. T have no children of my
own but I have had thousands. of other people to care for,
and I have seen them go froni bad to worse. And I have
seen fathers and mothers almost lose track of them at last,
and almost give up hope, and say, “Well T suppose I have’
lost her,” or “I have lost him.” “What shall I do?” The
Lord comes to you saying, “Be of good cheer. Be not afraid,
only believe. KEEP ON BELIEVING, and d6 not give
W .” . .
pI remember one time in London, Ontario, 2 woman ris-
ing in one of our meetings, and broken heartedly she con-
fessed her sorrow. She said, “I have a son and I haven't
the slightest idea where he is. He was-on the wrong path,
but I prayed for him every dayfor years. I never hear from
him; he never writes me, and I do not know where he is.
But T cannot help believing that the, Lord knows where he
is, and knows all about him.” She was not a member of the
church, but she said, “I hear that you people here believe
that~the Lord hears prayer, and I have come to you in

desperation to ask you if you will help me, help me to pray
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- for my wandering boy from whom I haven’t heard in years.
I do not know whether he is alive or not; 1 hope he is,
but I do not know.” There was one woman there — I have
never forgotten her, she was 2 woman of prayer. She seemed
to know God in an extraordinary way. I have never forgot-
ten her prayer. Instantly she arose, and she ‘said, “Lord,
Thou knowest all about this boy, and where he is. Thou
hast Thy servants everywhere. We beseech Thee to hear this
mother’s prayer, and hear our prayer.' Arrest him now even
while we pray.” Somehow or another I felt as though that
prayer had reached Heaven; I felt that the Divine Spirit
had received it. A good while passed, and we saw no more

of that woman, until one day she came in. She got up in’

_our meeting and said, “A while ago. I came and told you
-of a mother’s grief for her absent boy that she hadn’t heard
from for years, and I asked you to pray. And one of the
sisters here asked the Lord to do something for him and
arrest him.” She said, “I have'just received a letter from
him after years of sﬂence He said he was in a great
American city and he was going along the street one day,
and there was a street preacher with a group about him

standing at the corner .preaching the gospel. And some-’

thing. just pierced his heart, and he said, ‘I just stopped and
listened, and even as I listened T was converted. T went to
a Baptxst church nearby, and I told the minister, and I
asked him to baptize me. And now T am 2 member of the
church, and walking in the ways of the Lord, and I write
to tell you, mother, that your prayers are a.-nswered’.” “Be
not afraid, only believe.” “But I have prayed so long,” you
say. Keep on praying. Remember Jesus did not come in-
stantly to this stiicken family.

I spoke to.you Thursday mg'ht of how Jesus allowed the
disciples to be tossed about in the storm, and did not come
to them until the fourth watch of the niight. But He came.
And so He gave this little child, as He did Lazarus, time
to die. But He came at last, and it was not too late. )
no, it is not too late.

T tell you an authentic story. A woman came to Mr.
Spurgeon — he tells the story in his autobiography — she

came to pray for her husband. He was a deck hand on a’

sailing.ship out somewhere on the Pacific, but she did not
know ‘where. She told Mr. Spurgeon that he was a very
profane man; he was not a Christian, and she was troubled
about him, Mr. Spurgeon said, “All right, let us kneel down
here. I do not know where he i is, and you do not, but the
Lord does. Let us kneel down here and ask God to save
him wherever he is.” So they did, and when they arose
Mr. Spurgeon said, “I am sure the Lord has heard us, and
when he comes back to you a converted man T want

to bring himi to see re. Will you?”’ She sand “I will.” Some
- months passed, and one day she came again, and her hus-
band was with her. ‘She said, “Mr. Spurgeon this is my, hus-
band, for whom we prayed in this very room. I want him
to tell you his story.” He said, “Well, sir, I was a deck hand,
and one day when my work was done 1 was sitting on the
hatch on a beautiful day, as the ship was speeding along

before the wind across the Pacific. There was not a strong .

wind, just a light breeze, and from somewhere it whlpped
up a piece of newspaper and brought it across the deck,

and it stopped right between my-legs. T picked it up, and’

there was a part of a sermon by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon
of London. 1t was an al to sinnefs to come to Christ,
and I read it, and there on the Pacific I knelt before Him
and was saved. I have been rejoicing in Him, and eager to
get home to tell my wife about it.” Oh, dear friends, “be
not afraid, only believe.”

. . Ive o

What did He do? “He-suffered no man to follow him,” —
“but Peter, I want you, and James, I want you, and John,
I want you .— you three.come.” “And he cometh to the
house of the ruler of the synagogue.” But they laughed Him
to scorn. Then listen — He: put them ouit with all their
noise, and He said to the father and mother, “I want you
to come,” and to Peter, James a.nd John, “I want you to
come.” And He went iinto the robm where the damsel was
lying. I wish T could have been Peter, James, or John,
don’t you? Do you know what I mean? I wish He would -
single me out and say to me, “I have gota job to-do, and
I think I can trust you; you come with me.” Would you not -
like to be singled out like that, specially favoured of the
Lord? “Come; father and mother you: come too” — five of
them and Jesus “Has He ever called you apart like' that?
Oh, do you just come to church? That is a good thing, but
do you get close to God and say, “Lord, is there a job I
ought to be doing? Is there some spec1al service in which
I ought to be engaged? Call me, and 1 will go.” Oh, what
a high privilege that is!

Sometimes you read of 1mportant people, a Prime Min-

_ister, or somebody else, going to meet some represen,tauve

of foreign nagions. They are to discuss some great inter-
national prdbllem, and you read about his retinue, the num- .
ber of secretaries, and all the rest of it, thiat he takes with
him. He needs them all, I dare say. - .But T like to think of
THE KING OF GLORY CALLING HIS INNER CAB-
INET ABOUT HIM, Peter, James, and John, and saying
“Come on; the rest of you stay outside.” And as He went
in and closed- the door there was the Lord of life with
father and mother and three of the Lord’s disciples. Not
much wonder there was.a miracle wrought when Jesus was
there! Do .you know what T mean by that? Let me tell
you ah authentic story; I got it first hand.

In Chicago years ago-— it was in connection with the
Moody ‘Church, where I used to go to preach quite fre-
quently. This teacher told her story. She said, “One night
I met with other teachers, and one of, the teachers said to
the Superintendent, ‘I often feel like resigning.’ ‘What is

'the matter? She said, ‘I have a class of girls, about eighteen

or nineteen. They are too old to be treated as little children,
but they are not old enough to have much sense. And one
of them just tries me almost to the limit of my endurance
Sunday after Sunday. T cannot get on with the lesson, and
I have been tempted sometimes almost to ask her to stay
away if she couldnt behave herself, and let me teach the
others. But T haven’t done it. T have asked the Lord to
help me, but I do not know what to do; I cannot do any-
thing with her’” This particular teacher said, “Will you
give me her name and address? and T suggest we all take
it.” They took out their little address books, and this one
teacher wrote it down — Ida Blank, — T do not remember
what her second name was, but I remember the first was
Ida — and her address. “Now,” she said to this teacher
that was almost in despair, ,“I at least want to covenant
with you that every day I will join you in prayer for Ida’s
conversion.” Two or three others said, “And so will 1.”
And so the covenant was made. Some timé after that, I -
do not know how long, she came to church. Tt was a large
church, something the shape of this one. She was accus-
tomed to sit over on this side of the church, and she came
in and went around to her usual place and sat down, and
bowed her head in prayer, and asked the Lord to give her
something to -do. Then she said after she had prayed she
felt strangely uneasy. She said, “I am in my wrong place
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today, I do not know why.” So she got up and she walked
to the back of the church, and there she prayed. She said,
“I said, ‘Lord where shall T sit tonight? ** She slowly walked
up the other side and slipped\into a seat there. Dr. R. A.
Torrey, the great evangelist, was the preacher that night,
and as he preached she noticed a young woman in the seat
in front of her, whom she had never seen, who gave great
attention. After a while she gave evidence of more than
giving attention, and she saw a tear or so roll down her
cheek. As soon as the service was over and she had oppor-
tunity she leaned over and put her hand on her shoulder,
and ‘said, “My dear wouldn’t you like to receive Christ
torfight?” ‘She said, “Above everything in the world I want
Him.” “Let me come in and talk to you.” She went into
the next seat, and she opened her Bible. She said, “I never
dealt with anybody that seemed readier to receive Christ.
It was just like a flower opening to the morning sun. Her
heart was opened and she received Christ.”. She said, “Now
my dear T want to keep in touch with you; I want you to
give me your name.” She took out her little book, and the
girl'said, ““My name is Ida Blank.” “What!” she said. She
turned over her book and said, “Is that your name?” “Why
yes.” “Is that your address? She said, “Yes, how'did you
know about me?” “Why,” she said, “you are in ‘Miss So and
So’s class aren’t you?” She said, “Yes.” “Well she told a
group of us about you one day, and we all agreed to pray
for you ceaselessly. And from that day until now I have
mentioned your name before the Throne every day.”
Who do you think was usher in that church that night?
A word to you ushers. T will tell you who it was — it was
God the Holy Ghost Who was usher there that night. She
was not of the masculine gender, but she was like Peter,
or James, or John, to whom the Lord said, “Come along; I
need you; T have got something T am going to do in this
service; you come and stand by me.” And that girl was
saved. I am sure we could have that often. >~
I remember Dr. Clark telling me one day — she said,
“I was sitting up in the gallery and I carhe down to the
front seat, and I moved over and left rdom for two. people
at my Tight, between me and the end of the seat. She said,
“I asked the Lord to ask the ushers to put some one who
needed Christ in the seat beside me, and in a little while
the ushér walked down and showed two young girls into
the seat.” She said, “I watched them and prayed for them,
and when the sermon was over T asked them™if they would
receive Christ. They said, ‘We want to go down to the
front’” And she came down with them. “Be not afraid,
only believe.” ) -
God comes to save boys and girls and men and women;
He really does. And He can do it. And He takes into
partnership those who are responsive to His call. Are you
"one of them? Do yousay, “Well I do not know that He
ever asked me to do a thing like that. I do not know that
I ever felt specially inclined.” Perhaps you were too far
away from Him to hear Him call; perhaps you were not

near-enough for Himr to lay His hand on you, and hear Him-

say, “‘Come with me.” Get up very close to Him, so near
to Him that ‘you cannot mniss the faintest whisper of the
Holy Ghost.

V.

And so, ‘with the five of them there, the Lord Jesus took
the little girl by the hand, and said unto her, “Talitha
Cumi.” He spoke to her the words, “I say unto thee, arise.”
And “the damsel arose and walked; for she was of the age
of twelve years.” Only twelve. Oh;, not an important woman

of social standing, not an important man; only a little girl
twelve years of age- But I tell you that any task that is
big enough and grand enough for the Lord of light and life .,
to condescend to go to a troubled home to save a fittle girl
of twelve years of age is big enough for you and for mie.
And we ought ‘to feel ourselves highly privileged to be

called as partners in"a work like that.

T must stop with this word. There she was alive; she
stood up and she walked. Do you know what Jesus said?
He “commanded that something should be given her to :
eat.” ‘Do not forget that, you Sunday School teachers. A ,
new babe is born for you to look after: “And commanded
that somethling should be given her to eat.” T hope you
‘Sun'day School teachers will remember that while you are
to plead the cause of Christ, and try t0 lead unsaved boys
and girls, and men and women; to Him, when they have
been saved see that you give them something to eat. Find
out how they are getting along; find out if they have any
trouble, if -they have any problems they cannot answer.
Find out whether they are reading their Bibles regularly,
whether they are praying regularly, whether they are walk-
ing with God, what company thy are keeping, how they are
spending their time, how they are exercising their talents.
Be a second mother to them.

You remember that wonderful story in- the Old Testa-
ment. The distracted mother did not know what to do with
her <child, because Pharach had given orders that all the
children under a certain age should be destroyed. And
she did not know what to do with this new-born babe of
hers. You know the story of how she made an ark of bul-
rushes, just a little cradle that would not sink in the water.
She took it down to the bank of the Nile, and laid the little
babe in it, and left it there. The sister of that little babe
stood afar off, but near enough to see what would happen
to the child. You know the story of how the dauchter of
‘Pharaoh came down to the Nile to bathe. She had other
bathing places than that, and why she came there at that
particular time only God knows. But she came. Then the
old Book. that some blind men say is not insvired, — listen:
the old Book says that the chiild wept, and this daughter of
Pharaoh ‘looked upon that babe with the tears upon his
cheek. There is a lot of discussion about the Suez Canal,
isn’t there? and who should control it. And nations have
debated about the Dardanelles, and about the Danube, and
other great rivers. But never anywhere in all the world was
there a river that flowed, and exerted such a mighty influ-
ence, as those little tears running down that baby’s cheek.
The daughter of Pharaoh saw it, anid she took the child
to adopt it. But Moses’, sister was nearby, and she said,
“Shall I go and call one of the Hebrew women to nurse
him for thee?” She said, “Yes, you go.” And she called the
child’s own mother. Pharaoh’s daughter did not know it,
and she gave her money to nurse her own child. It may
be she was the first mother that was ever paid for nursing _
her own child — in money, not paid in other ways. You
know the story. Oh, in alll history no merely human name
stands out Tike that, the name of that little child — Moses,
“Becaise T drew him.out of the water.”” Moses he was

I's

~called, and he laid the foundation as God’s instrument for .

the world’s civilization. Underlying the ‘common law of
England, and the United States, and all civilized countries,
is this holy law which was spoken by the mouth of that
little boy when he was grown to be a man. ' '
Oh, TF WE BUT KNEW WHAT WE WERE DOING
WITH THESE CHILDREN! T beg of you, dear friends,
let us take them to our hearts more than we have ever
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done — pray for them, work for them, not only on Sun-
days buit all the time, It may be that first of all their souls
will be saved, and they will sing the song of Moses and
the Lamb — the only other name that is joined to the
Name of the Lamb up there, the name of 6ne who was

saved from death as a babe in a bulrush cradle. It may be -
that some day some of these children may be mlghty men,

and mighty women for God. And if you live to see that

day perhaps you will remember this morning sermon, per-.

haps you will remember my repeatmg to you again and
again, “Be not afraid, only believe.” Perhaps you will say,
“I am -glad T was not “afraid ; I am glad T kept on believing
till that boy and that girl was saved. Now by God's good
grace I am a partner in all that he or she accomplishes.”

But whether saved for sorne great service or not, saved for |-

Heaven is the thing, to be like Christ, and to sing the songs

around the Throne of God. May the Lord bless us every .

one:

This is just a simple exhortation, but 1 cou'ld not get
away from it half the night long when I heard of that dear
little boy eleven years of age- T said, “Lord help me to stir
the teachers up, and stir everybody up.” Let us get out after
these children, and do the best we can in the Name of the
Lord Jesus. Let us pray.

O Lord, Thou art stlll with us. We beseech Thee to draw
near to us this morning. Oh, it could be so that Thou couldst
- say to some little girl this morning, I say unto thee arise, or
to some little boy, or some older person. We pray, O Lord,

that Thou wilt do so. Let us see Thy salvation if it please i

Thee. But in any case, we will not be afraid, but believe.

Sepierber, 20, 1953, )

‘

. A Pastor from Alabama Whites
Dear Sirs:—

T am writing this on _my 80th 'blrthday, and can
say truthfully, you are giving us one of the best Bap-
tist papers I have ever read.

May God bless you, that you may continue the good
work.

From a Radio Pastor in Ohlahoma
In my forty years of reading works of Theology by great

Bible teachers, Bro. Cole is the richest I have ever read.

My radio audience will now have a feast of fat things —
Praise God. -

a4 Word from Ghio
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secrets that exist in Nature. Truth can no more be seen
by the mind unprepared- for it, than the sun can dawn
upon the midst of night. Such a mind receives truth only

to pollute it — ‘He who pours water into a muddy well, - ~

does but disturb the mud.’”
—BULWER-LYTTON in 7anom
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- The Blble Doctrine of Salvahon

By Dr. C. D. Cole
Dean Emeritus of Toronto Baptist Seminary

IV. REGENERATION

OHN RUSKIN (1819-1900), English art critic, author,
and political economist, safid that “the first and last and
closest trial question to any living creature is, ‘What do
you like?” Go out into the street and ask the first man you
meet, what his taste is, and if he answers you candidly, you
" know him, fbody and soul. What we like determines what
we are, and isa sign of what we are . . .” If the taste Ruskin
speaks of applies to moral and spmtual things, then he
has something, and ‘his words are sober truth. Man has
moral as well as physical taste. What one likes as a moral
being — what he likes in relation to the true -God and
His word — determines what he is as a moral being and
is a sign to.others of what he lis.- One can know himseif,
and others can know him by this taste-test. Moral taste is
moral desire'and moral desire determines moral deed.

David’s moral taste is revealed when he says, “One thmg
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his
temple” (Ps..27:4). Also, when he says, “As the hart
panteth after the water fbroo!ks, so panteth my soul after
thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living Gog:
when shall I come and appear before God?” (Ps. 4-2 1, 2):
This desire for God shows the Psalmist to” be a man. after
God’s own heart. Dr. Broadus gives a three-fold test of
personal character: What one reads when he is tired, what
he thinks'about when he is alone, and where he goes when

" he is away from home.

This taste-test- reveals the necessity of regeneration for
every man. Man, in his natural condition, does not like God
—the God-of, the Bible; he does not long for God’s presence
as David did; he rather shuns God, as Adam and Eve did
when they sinned and hid themselves from Him. The
natural man has no taste for the things of God. The carnal
mind is enmity against God. Man in his natural and fallen
state would not enjoy heaven if he should go there. Heaven
is a prepared place for a prepared people. . Regeneration is
the only remedy; every man must be born again — born
from above — made a new creature — if he is to see or
enter into the Kingdom of God.

-
The Nature of Regeneration’

Regeneration is that aspect of salvationin which the dead
sinner — the sinner with all the faculties of the soul in

moral ruins, and paralyzed towards God and holiness, being -

unable to please God — is made a child of God with a
taste for the things of God.

Regeneration, therefore, may be defined a$ the gracious
work of God in the human soul by which the heart is en-
abled to love God, the mind is enabled to understand the
gospel of Christ, and the will is brought to choose Christ
as both Lord and Saviour. This definition is in harmony
with our New Hampshire Confession which says that “Re-
generauon consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind;
that it is effected in a manner above our comprehensmn,
by the power of the Holy Spirit of God in connection with
divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the

OR THE NEW BIRTH

gospel; and that its proper evidence appears in' the 'ho'ly.
fruits of repentance and faith and newness of life.”

" John Flavel (1630-1691) says that the heart of man is
his worst part before regeneration, and the best part after-
ward; that it is the seat of principles and the fountain of
actions; and that the eye of God is, and the eye of the .
Christian ought to be, principally fixed upon it.

Regeneration is not the bringing of a jperson into exist-
ence; it4s the birth of one already in existence; therefore,
a second birth. Nor is it the bringing of any new faculties
or parts into existence. The unregerierate man has as many
parts or faculties to his. being as the regenerate man has.
No part of man was annihilated in the fall, but all parts
-wefe ruined or depraved. Regeneration is not based upon
non-existence, but upon a depraved existence. The soul of
man .is endowed with heart, and mind, and will, and the
unregenerate man has-all these 'faculﬁxes aﬂthough in a
ruined or “depraved state. He has a mind and can think
and understand, but he does not fike to think about God,
and cannot understand the things of God; he has a heart
so that he can and does love, but he does not love God;
he has a will so that he can and does choose, but he does
not choose Christ as Lord and Saviour.

Regeneration is essentially a, changing of the fundamental
taste of the soul. By taste we mean the direction of his love,
the bent of his affections, the trend of his will. And to
alter that taste is not to impart a new faculty, or create
a new substance, but simply to set upon God the affections
which hitherto have been set upon self and sin. To borrow
an illustration from Dr. Strong: The engineer who climbs
over the cab into a runaway locomotive and who changes
its course, does so, not by adding any new rod or cog, but
by simply reversing the lever. So in regeneration God is
reversing the lever of the soul. He is changing the taste so
that a man lovés what he once hated and hates what he
once loved.

Regeneration is not the eradication of the sinful nature,
but the impartation of a new nature — a sinless nature.
The saved man has been born two times, and has a twofold
disposition or nature.. This creates a confflict between the
fleshly and spiritual natures (Gal. 5:17). Paul had this
conflict in his own experience- He delighted/in the law of
God after the inward man, but was conscious of another
law or force, so that he could not do the good he desired
to do (Rom. 7:14-25).

Two Aspects of the New erth

In the first aspect the soul is passive; it is simply acted
upon. God changes the governing disposition by a creative
act, that is, without the use of means, arid without any
co-operation on the part of the sinner. How could it be
otherwise unless death contributes to life, unless filth puri-
fies itself, and a corpse adorns itself? In a word, regenera-
tion must be altogether of God unless nature acts contrary
to nature. If the carnal mind hates God; #f the things
of God are foolishness to the natural man; if they that
are in the flesh cannot please God, what hope is there that
such a nature will act as though it were .otherwise? There
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" is no such thing as self-birth, either in the physical or
spiritual realms. The mother gives birth to the c’hlld and
in the moral realm we are born of God.

In the second aspect of regeneration, God secures the.

initial exercise of the new nature, and in thiis the soul is
active. Repentance and faith are heart exercises of the
Sinner in response to the quickeriing work of the Spirit.
The two aspects of regeneration are simultaneous. At the
very instant God gives a holy disposition to the soul, He
pours in the light of ‘Gospel truth and induces the exercxse
of the holy disposition He has unparted
" This distinction seems necessary from the twofold repre-
sentation of the change in the Scripture.. In some passages
the change is ascribed wholly to God (Jno. 1:13). In
changing the fundamental taste of the soul there is no use
of means or cooperation from the sinner. In fact the truth
is rejected until the disposition is changed. Now in other
passages we find the truth is employed as means ;and the
. mind acts in view of the truth (Jas. 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23).
. To deny. these two aspects you would have an unregener-
ated believer on the one hand, or a regenerated unbeliever
on the other hand, neither of which is possible. The first
aspect is the narrower and is what theologians mean when
they speak of pre-tegeneratlon

1L
The Necessity of Regeneration

What we ‘have already written reveals why the new birth
is necessary, but we will amplify and illustrate.
: The depravity of human nature makes the new birth
necessary. The physical birth produces no qualities that are
pleasing to God. “So then they that-are in the flesh can-
not please God.” Paul reminds the Jews that being the .
fleshly descendants of Abraham did not make them the
children of God (Rom. 9:8). Man has the inherited cor-
ruption of a fallen mature. David was not casting reflec-
tion upon his mother’s virtue, but was confessing to inborn
depravxty, when he exclalmed “Behold, I was s'ha.pen in
infiquity; and in, sin did my mother conceive me.” A man
may say, “I know T do things that are wrong, but I have a
good heart after all.” But God gives a different verdict.
Christ taught that the human heart was the very fountain
of alll that is sinful: “For from within, out of the heart of
men, proceed evil thoughts, aduﬂtenes fornications, mur-
ders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, decelt 'lascﬁvmusness
an evil eye, blasphemy, prlde foolishness: All these thmgs
come from within, and defile the man” (Mk. 7:21-23). The

human affe'ctxons are misplaced. Man naturally loves the

things that are contrary to God. He must be born from
above in-order to love God. “Beloved, let us love one an-

other: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is -(Gk. .

has been) born of God, and knoweth God” (1 Jno. 4:7).

The human will is antagonistic to God. God’s will should
be supreme in every life, but man by nature is dominated
by self-will. “All we fike sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way.” In the ife of Christ, the
one perfect life, the will of God was supreme: He came riot
to do His own will, but the will of the Father.
_ Moreover, man by nature, is in a state of moral dark-
ness, ignorant of the things of God. He cannot understand
the things of the Spirit: “For they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritu-
allly discerneéd” (1 Cor. 2:14). There must be a spiritual
birth before there can be spiritual understanding.

The writer once heard of a Kttle girl Wl‘th a defect of
vision from birth. Her parents were slow to realize that

she could not see many objects which were familiar to
others. She was almost grown before an oculist was con-
sulted. He advised and performed. an operation, and the
child was kept in a dark room for many weeks. One bright
and balmy night she stepped out alone upon the lawn.
“Instantly, she rushed back into the house in a glow of ‘ex-
citement. “Oh come,” she cried, “And see what has hap-
pened to the sky.” Her parents ‘hurried out with her, but
saw nothing but the familiar glory of the stars — some-
thing she had never seen before. Nothling. had happened
to the sky, but something had happened to her eyes. So the
unregenerate man has the eyes of his understanding dark-
.ened in respect to spiritual and saving truth. The stars
of the gospel truth shine brightly in the firmament of God’s
word, but the lost man does not see them.. “But if our gos- .
pel be hid, it lis hid to them that are lost” (2. Cor. 4:4).

I, :
The Efficient Cause of Regeneration

By the efficient cause we mean the power by which the .
effect is secured. What power brings about the new birth?
The various answers to this question may be summed up
in three general views.

1. Some put the effiicient caiise or power of regeneration
in the human will. This view emphasizes the plan of salva- -
tion and makes response to the plan, that i Is, faith in the
gospel, depend upon the human will. The sinner is told
that if he will believe the gospel he will be born again.
This confounds justification and regeneration. We read
agdin and again that we are justified by faith, but never
that we are regenerated by faith. Man’s volitions — the
exercise of his will — are practically the shadow of his
affections. You cannot separate a man from his shadow and
have him going in ore direction and his shadow in another
direction. Neither can you have a man’s will going in the -
opposite direction from the way His heart goes. Men choose
what they do because of the condition of the heart. John
1:13 is fatal to this view: “Which were born, not of blood,

. nor of the will of ‘the flesh, nor of the will of man, but o‘f

God.”

2. Another view makes the truth the efficient cause of
regeneration. This view puts the power of the new birth
in the gospel. A. Campbell is one of the best exponents of
this view. He says, “We plead that all the converting .
of the Holy Spirit is exhibited in the Divine Record.” ThlS
denfies any subjective or internal work of the Holy Spirit on
the heart of the sinner. The preacher is to make the gospel
so attractive that the sinner, apart from any change in his
heart, will accept it. But to the heart that hates God the
plamer you make the gospel, the more he will hate it. If
this were true then it would be.absurd to pray to God to
regenerate, for that is more than He can do — regeneration
is simply the effect of the word preached. This is called “the
word only” theory, which is refuted by Paul in 1 Thess.
1:5: “Knowing, brethren ‘beloved, your election of God.
For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also
in power, and in the Holy Ghost . . .” This view has led
to a lot of silly and unscriptural expressions, such as, “ener-
gizing the truth”, or “illuminating -the truth”. There is

noth".mg wrong with the truth, the trouble is' with the sin-
ner’s darkened understandmg God does not make the
truth more true, but He opens sin-blinded minds to under-
stand it (1 ‘Cor. 3:5; 2 Cor. 4:6). The word gives knowl-
“edge of spiritual ﬂhmgs, the Holy Spirit gives capacity for
spmtual things. The gospel is objective light;
Spmt gives su'bjectlve hg‘ht

the Holy
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Dr. T. T. Shields once preached on the text, “Thls isa
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, ’that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am
chief.” A few days later he received a lette;' from a man
that ran like this: “I. enjoyed your sermon last Sunday
very much, and could not see why anyone in your audience
could not be saved. ‘But your prayer following the sermon
spoiled it for me. You asked God by His Spirit to lead sin-
ners to an acceptance of the gospel. I write to ask what the
Spiriit has to do with it? The way of salvation was pre-
sented, and all they had to do was to accept it.” This
man was right, if the truth and the human will are all that
is necessary, and prayer for ‘God to do something in the
sinner would be foolish. This view utterly ignores the ‘truth
of human depravity.

3. The position of the writer is, that ‘the immediate
agency of the Holy Spirit is the efficient cause of regenera-
tion. The power of the Holy Spirit is immediate, that is, it
does not depend upon or flow through anything, not even
the gospel itself. The gospel iis hated and, rejected as fool-
ishness until direct power of the Spirit changes the govern-
ing disposition of the heart. As some one has said, “Our
natural hearts are hearts of stone. The word of God is
good seed sown on the hard, trodden, macadamized high-
way, which' the horses of passion, the asses of self-will, the
wagons of imaginary treasure,. have.made umpenetra.ble
Only the Holy Spirit can soften and pulverize the soil.”
The gospel is good seed, but good seed cannot make good
soil. Paul may plant and Apollos may water, but God
must give the increase, -

“Come, Spirit, source of light,
Thy grace is unconfined ;

" Dispel the gloomy shades of ni n1g=ht,
The darkness of the mind. -

“Now to our eye display
The truth Thy words reveal ;
Cause us to run the heavenly way,
Delighting in Thy will. - ,

“Thy teachings make us know
The mysteries of Thy love;
The vanity of things below,
The joys of things above.”

LAST SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

THERE were two great services in Jarvis-Street Church
on Sunday, December 8th, as the people of God gath-—
ered in goodly humbers to worship and praise Him, to hear
His Word and to give a united testimony of the Gospel to
the unsaved. The attendance at Bible School was good, and

it is always an inspiration to see the gallery of the audi-

torium filled with younger scholars for the morning service.
One man responded to the invitation in the evenmg, sig-
nifying his desire to unite with the-church.

In the morning, Dr. H. C. Slade, the esteemed Pastor
of Jarvis Street Church, preached a strong message on the
important theme, “Does God Speak?” (Psalm 85:8). In
this Psalm there 1s a fine lesson and a beautiful example of
holding communion with the Lord, of waiting upon Him.

This Psalm is believed to have been written immediately .

following the return of the exiles from Babylon. Tt breathes
the spirit of urgency, as it describes the Psalmist coming to
the Lord as a beggar, all unworthy. Even so must we come

. to Him; we have no merits of our own to plead. As the

Psallmist waits and expects an answer from the Lord, he
determines to listen. So should we have daily communion
with God, and failure results when we fail to do so.

Notice THE NOBLE RESOLUTION which he makes:
“I will hear what God the Lord.will speak.” He wanted to
hear the voice of the Lord, for His Word-was the final
authority. God’s Word is the only word which is binding
upon us to-day., We should hear what God will speak con-
cerning doctrine, What does His Word say regarding the
atonement regarding the substitutionary death of Christ
for us? T must hear what ‘God will speak concerning the
salvation of my soul (Rom. 4:5), the Virgin Birth, our
work and service. God’s Word has the answer i all these
matters, and He will speak to us through that Word. On

our part, we must be ready to listen attentively, carefully.

and submissively. May we all make it our resolve to hear
what God the Lord will speak!

DOES GOD SPEAK TO US? Yes, He does. This Bible
is ‘God-breathed, the Old Testament and the New Testa-
ment. Wer receive it as the Word of ‘God, as did the Thessa-
lonians (1 Thess. 2:13). Tn this Book we are given guid-
ance, we are shown the way of life, the way to heaven;
apart from it we know nothing of the way of salvation.
God’s Word s final. '

The Psalmist also expresses A STRONG CONFI-
DENCE: “He will speak peace to his people.” God’s Word

may rebuke us and condemn our practices, but we should

let it speak to us, for it always speaks the truth. Come, et
the Word of God work upon our heart$: it will bring
peace, rest of conscience, rest of ‘mind;. inward peace and
comfort. Is there some one here this morning who is want-
ing God to speak peace to your soul? Come and hear Him
(Rom 5:1; Phil. 4:6, 7)! He is the author of peace; He
alone can speak peace to us (John 14:27). This peace is
for a particular people, “his people”. God’s people are
saints, and His ‘Word is for the perfecting of the samts
But to the wicked He says, “They shall not know my peace,”
and “There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.”
There is also A-WORD OF CAUTION: “Let them not

turn again to folly.” If they do this, they will lose their-

peace. Sin is folly, sin brings us into shame and everlasting
contempt. The prodigal son acted foolishly, and likewise

. every backslider is filled with his own ways.

The evening message was a powerful admonition and

exhortation on the theme “Prepare to Meet Thy God”’
- (Amos 4:12), when Dr. Slade truly m'ini'stered as God’s

prophet, solemnly declaring to sinners the warning of com-
ing judgment, as declared in the Word of God. So many
preachers in our day fail to fulfil their obligation to declare
the whole counsel of ‘God; they prefer to prophesy smooth

things.
. —OL.C.

OF SPECIAL INTEREST IN THIS ISSUE . .
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“Be Not Afraid, Only Believe,” by Dr. T. T. Shields.
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The Good Fight of Faith

- By ] Gresham Machen

A Sermon Preached in the Chapsl of Princeton Theological Seminary, March 10, 1929

“And the peace of God, whlch passeth all understandmg, shall keep your hearts and

minds through Christ Jesus.”—Phil. 4:7.

“Fight the good flght of faith.”—1 Tim. 6:12 (part).

THE Apostle Paul was a, great fighter. His flg'htmg was
partly against external enemies — against hardships of
all kinds. Five times he was scourged by the- Jews, three
times by the Romans; he suffered shipwreck four times;

and was in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by.

his own' countrymen, in |perlls by the heathen, in perils in

the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in -

perils among false brethren. And fmally he came to the
logical end of such a life, by the headsman’s axe. It was
hardly a peaceful hfe, but was rather a life of wild adven-

ture. Lindbergh, I suppose, got a thrill when he hopped :

off to Paris, and people are in search-of thrills to-day; but
if you wanted a really unbroken succession of thrills, I think

you could hardly do better than try knocking around the

Roman Empire of the first century with the Apostle Paul,
‘engaged in the unpopular 'busmess of turning the world
upside down.

But these physical hardships were not the chief battle
in which Paul was engaged. Far more trying was the battle
that he fought against enemies in his own camp. Every-
-where his rear was threatened by an all-engulfing paganism
or by a perverted Judaism that had missed the real purpose
of the -Old Testament law. Read the Epistles with care,
and you see Paul always in conflict. At one time he fights
paganism in life, the notion that all kinds of conduct are
lawful to the Chrlsﬂla.n man, 2 philosophy that makes Chris-
. tian liberty a mere aid to pagan license. At another time,
he fights paganism in thought, the sublimation of the Chris-
tian doctrine of the resurrection of the body into the pagan

doctrine of the immortality of the soul. At still another time,
he fights the effort of human pride to substitute man’s

merit as the means of salvation for divine grace he fights
the subtle propaganda of the Judaizers with its misleading
appeal to the Word of God. Everywhere we see the great
apostle in conflict for the preservation of the church. It is
as though a mighty flood were seekmg to engulf the
church’s life; dam the break at one point in the levee, and
another break appears somewhere else. Everywhere/pagan-
ism was seeping through; not for one moment did Paul have
peace; always he was called upon to fight.

Fortunately, he was a true fighter; and by God’s grace
he not only fought, but he won. At first sight, indeed, he
might have seemed to have lost. The lofty doctrine of
divine grace, the center and core of the gospel that Paul
_preached, did not always dominate the mind and heart of
“the subsequent church. The Chrlstnamty of the Apostolic
Fathers, of the Apologists, of Trenzus, is very different from
the Chnstlamty of Paul. The church meant to'be faithful
to the apostle; but the pure doctrine of the Cross runs
counter to the natural man, and-not always, even in the
- church, was it fully understood. Read the Epistle to the

Romans first, and .then read Irenzus, and you are con- .

scious of a mlghty decline. No longer does the gospel stand
out sharp and clear; there is a large admixture of human
error; and_it.might seem as though Christian freedom,
after all were to be entangled in the meshes of a new law.

But even Irenzus is very different from the Judaizers;
something had been gained even in his day: and God had
greater things than Irenzcus in store for the church. The
Epistles which Paul struck forth in conflict with the oppon-
ents in his own day remained in the New Testament as a
perennial source of life for the people of God. Augustine,
on the basis of the Epistles, set forth the Pauline, doctrine
of sin and grace; and then, after centuries of compromise

with the natural man, the Reformation re-discovered the-

great liberating Pauline doctrine of justification by faith.
So it has always Been with Paul. Just when he seems to be
defeated, his greatest triumphs, by God’s grace, are iin store.

The human instruments, however, which God uses in
those triumphs are no paci‘fists, but ‘great fighters like Paul
himself. Little affinity for the great apostle has the whole
tribe of the considerers of consequences, the whole tribe of
the compromisers, ancient and modern. The real compan-
ions of Paul are the great heroes of the faith. But who are
those heroes? Are they not true flghters, one and all? Ter-

tullian fought a mighty battle against Marcion; Athanasius-

fought against the Arians; Augustine fought against
Pelagius; and as for Luther, he fought a brave battle against
kings and princes and popes for the liberty' of the people
of God. Luther was a great fighter; and we love him for
it. So was Calvin; so were John Knox and all the rest. It
is impossible to be a true soldier of Jesis Chnst and not
fight.

.God grant that you—students in this seminary—may be
kflghters too! Probably you have. your battles even now:
you have to contend against the sin of slothfulness-and
inertia; you have, many of you, I know very well, a mighty
battle on your hands against doubt and despair. Do not
think it strange if you fall thus into divers temptations. The
Christian life is a warfare after all. - John Buhyan rightly
set it forth under the allegory of a Holy ‘War; and when

he set it forth, in his greater book, under the figuré of a

pilgrimage, the pilgrimage, too, was full of battles. There

are, indeed, places of refreshmient on the Christian way; .

the House Beautiful was provided by the King at the top
of the Hill Difficulty, for the entertainment of pilgrims,
-and from the Delectable Mountains could sometimes be
discerned the shining towersiof the City of God. But just
.after the descent from the House Beautiful, there was the

- battle with Apollyon and the Valley of Humiliation, and

later came the- Valley of the Shadow of Death. Yes, the
Chriistian’ faces a mighty conflict in this world. Pray God
that in that conflict you may be true' men; good soldiers

of Jesus Christ, not willing to compromise with your great

énemy, not easily cast down, and seeking ever the re-
newing of your strength in the Word and sacraments and
prayer!

You will have a battle, too, when you go forth as min-
isters into the church. The church is now in a period of
deadly conflict. The redemptive religion known as Chris-

tianity is contending, in our own Presbyterian Church and

in all the larger churches in the world, a.gamst a tota‘ll'y

.
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alien type of religion. As always, the enemy conceals his
most dangerous assaults under pious phrases and half truths.
The shibboleths of the adversary have sometimes a very
deceptive sound. “Let us propagate Christianity,” the ad-
versary says, “but let us not always be engaged in arguing
in defense of it; fet us make our-preachmg positive, and
not ‘negative; let us avoid controversy; let us hold to a
Person and not to a dogma; let us sink small doctrinal

.differences and seek the unity of the church of Christ; let

us drop doctrinal accretions and linterpret Christ for our-
selves; let us look for our knowledge of Christ, not to
ancient books, but to the living Christ in our hearts; let us
not impose Western creeds on the Eastern mind; let us be
tolerant of “opposing views.” Such are some of the shib-
boleths of that agnostic Modernism which is the deadliest
enemy of thé Christian religion to-day. They deceive some
of God’s people some of the time; they are heard some-
times from the lips of good Christian people, who have not
the slightest inkling .of what they mean. But their true
meaning, to thinking men, is becoming increasingly clear.
Increasingly it is becoming necessary for a man to decide
whether he is going to stand or not to stand for the Lord
Jesus Christ as he is presented to. us in the Word of God.

If you decide to stand for Christ, you_will not have an
easy life in the ministry. Of course, you may try to evade
the conflict. All men will speak well of you if, after preach-
ing no matter how unpopular a gospel on Sunday, you will
only vote against that gospel in the councils of the church
the next day; you will graciously be permitted to believe in
supernatural Christianity all you please if you will only-act
as though you did not believe in it, if you will only make
common case with its opponents. Such is the program that
will win the favor of the church. A man may believe what
he pleases, provided he does not believe anything strongly
enough to risk his life on it and fight for it. “Tolerance” is
the great word. Men even ask for tolerance when they look
to God in prayer. But how can any Christian possibly pray

" such a prayer as that? What a terrible prayer it is, how

full of disloyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ! There is a sense,
of course, in which tolerance is a virtue, If by it you mean
tolerance on the part of the staté, the forbearance of ma-
jorities toward minorities, the resolute rejection of any
measures of physical compulsion in propagating either what
is true or what is false, then of course the: Christian ought
to favor tolerance with all his might and main, and ought
to lament the widespread growth of intolerance in America
to-day. Or #f you mean by tolerance forbearance toward
personal attacks upon yourself, or courtesy and patience and
fairness in dealing with all errors of whatever kind, then
again tolerance is a virtue. But to pray for tolerance apart
from such qualifications, in particular to pray for tolerance
without careful definition of that of which ydu are to be
tolerant, is just to pray for the breakdown of the Christian
religion; for the Christian religion is intolerant to the core.
There lies the whole offense of the Cross — and also the

‘whole power of it. Always the gospel would have been

received with favor by the world if it had been presented

. merely as one way of salvation; the offense came because

it was presented as the only way, and because it made re-
lentless war upon -all other ways. God save wus, then, from
this “tolerance” of which we hear so much: God deliver
us from the sin of mraking’common cause with those who

deny or ignore the blessed gospel of Jesus Christ! God
- save us from the deadly guilt of consenting to the presence
as ‘our. representatives in the church of those who lead

Christ’s little ones astray;.God make us, whatever else we

are, just faithful messengers, who present, without fear or
favor, not our word, but the Word of God. .
But i you are such messengers, you will have the op-

. position, not only of the world, but increasingly, I fear, of
“the church. I cannot tell you that your sacrifice will be -

light. No doubt it would be noble. to care nothing whatever
about the judgment of our fellowmen. But to such nobility
I confess that I for my part have not quite attained, and I
cannot expect you to have attained to it. I confess that
academic preferments, easy .access to great libraries, the
society of cultured people, and in general the thousand
advantages that come from being regarded as respectable
people in a respectable world — I confess that these things
seem to me to be in themselves good and desirable things.
Yet the servant of Jesus Christ, to an increasing extent, is
being obliged to give them up. Certainly, in making that
sacrifice we do not complain; for we have something with
which all that we have lost is not worthy to be compared.
Still, it can hardly. be said that any unworthy motives of
self-interest can lead us to adopt a course which brings us
nothing but reproach. Where, then, shall we find a suffi-
cient motive for such a course as that; where shall we find
courage to stand against the whole current of the age;
where shall we find courage for this fight of faith? '

1 do not think that we shall obtain courage by any mere

- lust of conflict. In some -battles that means may perhaps

suffice.- Soldiers in bayonet’ practice were sometimes, and
for all I know still are, taught to give a shout when they
thrust their bayonets at imaginary enemies; T heard them
doing it even long after the armistice in France. That serves,
I suppose, to overcome the natural inhibition of civilized
man against sticking a knife into human bodies. It is
thought to develop the proper spirit of conflict. Perhaps it
may be necessary in some kinds of war. But it will hardly
serve in this Christian ‘conflict. In this conflict I do not
think we can be good fighters simply by being: resolved to
fight. For this battle is a battle of love; and nothing ruins
a man’s service in it so much as a spirit of hate.

No, if we want to learn the secret of this warfare, we’
shall have to look deeper; and we can hardly do better than
turn again to that great fighter, -the ‘Apostle Paul. ‘What
was the secret of his power in the mighty conflict; how did
he learn to fight?

The answer is paradoxical; but it is very simple. Paul
was a great fighter because he was at peace. He who said,
“Fight the good fight of faith,” spoke also of “the peace of
God which passeth all understanding”; and in that peace
the sinews of his war were found. He fought against the
enemies that were without because he was at peace within;
there was an inner sanctuary in his life that no enemy
could disturb. There, my friends, is the great central truth,
You cannot fight successfully with beasts, as Paul did at
Ephesus; you cannot fight successfully against evil men, or
against the devil and his spiritual powers of wickedness in
high places, unless when you fight against those enemies
there is One with whom you are at peace.

But if you are at peace with that One, then you can care
little what men may do. You can say with the apostles, “We
must obey God rather than men”; you can say with Luther:
“Here Fstand, I cannot do otherwise, God help me. Amen”;
you can say with Elisha, “They that be with us are more

“than they that be with them”; you can say with Paul:

“It is God that justifieth, who is he that' condemneth?”
Without that peace of God in your hearts, you will strike
little terror into the enemies of the gospel of Christ. You
may. amass mighty resources for the conflict; you may be
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great masters of ecclesiastical strategy; you may be very
clever, an'q very zealous too; but I fear that it will be of
little avail. There may be a tremendous din; but when

the din is over, the.Lord’s enemies will be in possessmn of -

the field- No, ‘there is no other way to be a really good
fighter. You cannot- fight God’s battle against God’s
enemies unless you are at peace with him.

But how shall you be at peace with him? Many ways
have been tried. How pathetic is the age-long effort of
sinful man to become right with God: sacrifice, lacerations,

almsgiving, morallity, penance confession! But alas, it is all,

of 1o avail. Stitl there is that same awful gulf. It may be
temporarily concealed: spiritual exercises ‘may conceal it
for a time; penance or the confession of sin unto men

_ may give a temporary and apparent relief. But the real

trouble remains; the burden is still on-the back; Mount
Sinai is still ready to shoot forth flames; the soul is still
not at peace with God. How then shafl | peace be obtained?

My friends, it cannot be attained by anything in us.
Oh, that that truth could be written in the hearts of every
one of you! If it could be written in the hearts of every one
of you, the main purpose of this seminary would be attained.
Oh, that it could be written in letters of flame for all the

" world to read! Peace with God cannot be attained by any
. act or any mere experience of man; it cannot be attained

by good works, neither can it be attained by confession of
sin, neither can it be attained by any psychological results
of an act of faith. We can never be at peace with God

_unless ‘God first be at peace with us- But how can God be

at peace with us? 'Can he be at peace with us by ignoring
the gullt of sins, by descending from his throne, by throwing
the universe into chaos, by making wrong to ‘be the same
‘as right, by makm'g a dead letter.of his holy law, “The
soul that sinneth it shall die,” by treating his eternal laws
as though they were the changeable laws of man? Oh, what
an abyss were the unliverse if that were done, what 2 mad
anarchy, what a wild demon-riot! Where could there be
peace if ‘God were thus at war with himself; where could
there be a foundation if ‘God’s laws were not sure? Oh, no,

‘my friends, peace cannot be attained for man by the great

modern method of dragging ‘God down to man’s level;
peace cannot be attained by denying that right is right and
wrong is wrong; peace can nowhere be attained if the awiful
justice of God stand not forever sure.

How then can ‘we sinners stand before that throne? How
can there be peace for us in the presence of the justice of
God? How can he be just and yet Justlfy the ungodly?
There is one answer to these’ questions. Tt is not our answer.
Our wisdom could never have discovered it. Tt is God’s
answer. It is found in the story of the ‘Cross. We deserved
eternal death because of sin; the- eternal Son of God, be-
cause he loved us, and because he was sént by the Father
who loved us too, died in our stead, for our sins, upon the
cross. That message ‘is despised to-day; upon it the visible
church as well -as the world pours out the vials of its scorn,
or clse does it even less honour by paymg it lip-service and
then passing it by. Men dismiss it as a “theory of the
atonement,” and fall back upon the customary common-
places about a principle of self-sacrifice, or the culmination
of a universal Taw. or a revelation of the love of God, or
the hallowing of suffering, or the similarity between
Christ’s death and the death of soldiers who perished. in
the great war. In the jpresence of such blindness, our words
often seem vain. We may tell mén SOmethmg of what we
think about the ‘Cross of Christ, but it is harder to tell them

what ‘we feel. We “pour forth our tears of gratitude and
love; we open to the multitude the depths of our souls; we
celebrate a mystery so tender, so holy, that we might think
it would soften even a heart of stone. But all to no purpose.
The Cross remains foolishness to the world, men turn coldly
away, and our preaching seems but vain. And then comes
the wonder of wonders! The hour comes for some poor
soul, even through the simplest and poorest preaching; the
message is honored, not the messénger; there comes a flash
of light into the soul and 'a'll s as clear as day. “He loved
me and gave himself for 'me,” says the sinner-at last, as he

- contemplates the Saviour upon the cross. The burden of

sin falls from the back, and a soul enters into the peace of
God. : :

Have you yourselves that peace, my friends? If you have,

-you will not be deceived by the pmpaganda of a disloyal

church. If you have the peace of God in . your hearts, you
will never shrink from controversy; you will never be afraid
to contend earnestly for the faith. Talk of peace in' the
present deadly peril of the church, and you show, unless you
be strangely ignorant of the donditions that exist, that you -
have little inkling of the true peace ‘of God. - Those who
have been at the foot of the ‘Cross will not be afraid to go
forth under the banner of the Cross to a holy war of love-
"I know that it is hard to live on the heights of Christian
experience. We have had flashes of the true meaning of
the ‘Cross of Christ; but then come long, dull days. What
shall we do in those dull times? ‘Shall we cease to witness
for Christ; shall we make common cause, in those dull days,
with those who would destroy the corporate witness of the
church? Perhaps we may be témpted to do so.” When there
are such enemies in our own souls, we may be tempted to
say, what time have we for the opponents without? Such
reasoning is plausible. But all the same it is false. We are
not saved by keeping ourselves constantly in the proper
frame of mind, but we were saved by Christ once for all
when we were | born again by ‘God’s Spirit and were enabled
by him to put our trust in thé Saviour. And the gospel
message does not cease to be true because we for the mo-
ment have lost sight of the full glory of it.'Sad will it be
for those to whom we miniister if we let our changing moods
be determinative of the message that at any momerit we
proclaim, or if we let our changing ‘moods deterinine the
question whether we shall or shall not stand against the
rampant, forces of unbelief in the church. We ought to.
look, not within, but without, for the content of what we
are-to preach, and for the determination of our witness-
bearing; not to our changing feelings and experiences, but
to the Bible 'as the Word of God. Then, and then only,
shall we preach, not ourselves, but Chrlst Jesus the Lord.
Where are you going to stand-i in the great battie which
now rages in the church? Are you going to curry favor with

‘the world 'by standing aloof; are you gmng to be “‘conserva-

tive liberals” or “liberal conservatives” or “‘Christians who
do not believe in controversy,” or anything else so self-
contradictory and absurd? Are you going to be Christians,
but not Christians overmuch? Are you going to stand coldly
aloof when God’s people. fight against ecclesiastical tyranny
at home and abroad? Are you.going to excuse yourselves
by pointing out personal defects in those who contend for
the falith to-day? Are you going to be disloyal to Christ in
external testimony until you can make all well within your
own soul? Be assured, you will never accomplish your pur-
pose if you adopt such 2 program as that: 'Witness bravely
to the truth that-you already urderstand, and more will be
given you; but make common cause with those who deny
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or ignore the gospel of Christ, and the enemy wiill forever
run riot in your life.

There are many hopes that I cherish for you men, with
whom I am united by such ties of affection. I hope that
you may be -gifted preachers; I hope that you may have
happy lives; I hope that you may have adequate support
for yourselves and for your families; I hope that you may

_have good churches. But-1 hope something for-you far
more than all that. T hope above all that, wherever you are
and however your preaching may be received, you may be
true witnesses for the Lord Jesus Christ; I hope that there

. may never be any doubt where you stand, but that always
you may stand squarely for Jesus Christ, as he is offered to
us, not 1n the experlences of men, but in the blessed written
Word of God.

I do not mean ﬂhat the great issue of the day must be
polemiically presented in every sermon that you preach. No
doubt that would be exceedingly unwise. You should always
endeavour to build the people up by simple and positive
instruction in the Word. But never’ will such simple and
positive instruction in the Word have the full blessing of

God, if, when the occasion does arise to take a stand, you .

shrink back.' God hardly honours the ministry of those who
in the hour of decision are ashamed of the gospel of Christ.

But we are persuaded better th'ting's of you, my brethren.
You have, indeed, your struggles here in the seminary: faith
contends against doubt and doubt contends against faith
for the possession of your souls. Many of you are called
upon to pass through deep waters and to face fiery trials-
Never is it an easy process to substitute for the unthinking
faith of childhood the fire-tested convictions of full-grown
men. But may God bring you through! May God bring
you out from the mists of doubt and hesitation into the
clear shining of the light of faith. You may not indeed at
once attain full -clearness; gloomy doubts may arise like
angels of Satan to buffet you. But God grant that you may
have sufficient clearness to stand at least for Jesus Christ.
It will not be easy. Many have been swept from their.moor-
ings by the current of the age; a church grown worldly often
tyrannizes over those who look for guidance to God’s Word
alone. But this is not the first discouraging time in the
history of the church; other times were just as dark, and
yet always God has watched over his people, and the dark-
est ‘hour has sometimes preceded the dawn. So even now
God has not left himself without a witness. In many fands
there are those who have faced the great issue of the day
‘and have decided it aright, who have preserved true inde-
pendence of mind in the presence of the world; in many lands
there are groups of Christian people who in the face of
-ecclesiastical tyranny have not been afraid to stand for Jesus
Christ. God grant that you may give comfort to them as

you go forth from this seminary; God grant that you may.

rejoice their hearts by ‘giving them your hand and your
voice. To do so you will need courage. Far easier is it to
curry favor with the world by abusing those whom the
world abuses, by speaking against controversy, by taking a
balcony view of the struggle in which God’s servants are
engaged. But God save you from such neutrality as that!
It has a certain worldly appearance of urbanity arid char-
ity. ‘But how cruel it is to burdened souls; how heartless
it is to those little ones who are looking to the church for
some clear message from God! God save you from being
so heartless and so unloving and so cold; God grant, in-
stead, that in all humility, but also in all boldness, in re-
Hance upon God, you may fight the good fight of faith.
Peace is indeed yours, the peace of God which passeth all

\,

- understanding. But that peace is given you, not that you

may be onlookers or neutrals in love’s battle, but' that you
may be good soldiers of Jesus Christ. —Christian Beacon

Holiday UVisitors. to. Joronto.
Plan to Attend......

The Christmas Carol Service, Thursday Evemng,
December 19th, 8.00 p.m.

* NEW YEAR’S MORNING SERVICE — 10.30 a.m.
A unique service of praise, prayer and testimony . . .
when the church family and friends, “Bless the Lord,
and forget not all His benefits” for truly, “The Lord
hath done great things for us whereof we are glad.”
The New Year’s Motto for 1957, “GO FO'RWARD”
brought by the pastor, Dr. Slade, has_ been God’s Word
to us. Already we anticipate a time of blessing and
await eagerly the motto for 1958. Let us be much in
prayer as we prepare our hearts for this meeting of
blessing.

A SUGGESTION!
INCLUDE A GOSPEL TRACT IN YOUR
CHRISTMAS MAIL
A message by the pastor, Dr. H. C. Slade, delivered over
the Dominion network of the 'C/B.C., entitled “A Priceless

Gift,” is available in attractive tworcolour tract form Send

for a supply today.

The Evangelical International Sunday School Lessons
for 1958 are cutlined in last week’s issue of TrE GospEL
WrITNESS.

Gn Ydoal Gift for
. « + . a Christian friend
. an unsaved relative
A Subscription to -
THE GOSPEL WITNESS

One Year (52 issues)
Two Years ‘(104 issues) ........ $5.00

or .
One Subscription ... $3.00
Two Subscriptions .............. $5.00

" With every NEW subscription we will give one
of the following books as a premium: -

The Prodigal and His Brother, or The
Adventures of a Modern Young Man,
by Dr. T. T. Shields, 132 pages.

Blakeney s Manual of Romish Controversy,
by Dr. R. P. Blakeney, 316 pages.

Popery in Its Social Aspects,
by Dr. R. P. Blakeney, 326 pages.

The Priest, The Woman and The Confessional,
by Father Chiniquy, 144 pages. .
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KABABY’S MIRACLE LEGS

" Founded on Fact
- By Amelia O. Stott

Kababy 51ghed sadly as she saw her two small brothers,
full of life and joy, as they set off for school in the next
. African village. She .was so eager to read books and get
knowledge, but, alas, it was not possible. She often felt as
hungry to know thmgs as she did for her food which was
scanty.

Having a qu1ck and ready mind for absorbing all she
heard, it was sad that she had been a cripple since she was
four years old. She had fallen into the river near her home
and a crocodile had bitten and crushed her legs before she
was rescued. The African medicine man and witch doctor
had been unable to help her and she was able only to
crawl around on stunted legs that were.too weak to sup-
port her weight.

She knew that she was a burden to her parents as she
could do very little to help with the chores — and no one
would ever marry a crippled girl. They were poor people
working fin the fields of more fortunate neighbors, and even
one more “useless” mouth to fill meant a lot to them. -

Kababy could not even help with her baby sister, now
grown big and heavy, so her mother had to carry the baby
to the cotton fields. She could not bring the water from
the well and, being very sensitive and alone all day; she
felt miserable and unwanted on this particular hot morning.

Kababy dragged herself out of the stifling heat of the
hut and crawled down to lie in the reeds by the river.

She felt exhausted and sadder than usual. “Oh, if only
I could read books like the boys, then some day T might
be a teacher like some of the girls from our village who can
earn money to help their parents! Ma looks so tired and
sick sometimes, though she never stops wotkmg all day.
long.”

Sutldenly Kababy heard a strange noise: “Chug-chug-
chug.” When she dragged herself up she saw that a curious
looking boat was coming swiftly to the river bank. As her
people always travelled in canoes, she knew it must be a
“foreign boat”, and, as she watched, two men got out: One
wag a very tall ‘large, white' man and the other was his
African conipanion.

Looking around, they saw Kababy, and the African called
to her in her own dialect, “Little Sister, could you tell us
the way to the village of a headman called M’Tamba?”. )

Kababy was at first too astonfished to collect her wits and
reply, but at last she answered “Yes, he lives near my
home.” -

“Then could you tell us, or better, show us thé way to
his place?” = - .

Kababy shook her head and turned away, but the white
man had noticed her sad little face, and when they had
* gotten out of their boat, and had come near, he had seen
her poor stunted legs. .

\

“Do not be afraid, httle one,” he said, very Kindly. “Will
you ride on my | back and show. us the wa.y’ I will take good
care of you.’ .

His, face was so kind that he somehow enabled Kababy
to lose all her fear, and soon she was lifted and carried back
to her village.

The visitors soon found the headman and got permission

' for the African teacher to open a school in that district.

The miissionary, however, felt very sorry for the poor
little cripple -girl whose appealing face he couldn’t forget.
. He returned to her hut and said: “I will wait to see
your parents, when they return. We can-sleep on our boat
tonight and travel at dawn.”

When Kababy’s father and mother returned they were
astonishedto find the “foreign” visitor sitting outside their
hut talking to their little girl, who seemed quite at'home
with him,

- After the usual greetings were over, the m‘isslonary said:

-“I-think you ought to try to get your little daughter to the

big hospital at M’Kamba. There is a very clever doctor thére
who might help her to walk.”

“It is useless,” said her father. “We have spent much
money with the witch doctor and medicine man, but they
could 'do nothing to cure her.”

“This will not cost you anything at all, and if she could
be enabled to walk only a few steps it would be a help.
I cannot -pmnuse, of course, but if you let me take her in
my boat I promise you I will get her to the hospital a.nd'
she will have every kindness and care.”

The father and mother consulted together. They were
willing to do anything to help their child, but were anxious
and uncertain.

As for Kababy she was listening and watching eagerly,
and then at last her father said, “We don’t like her going
away so far among strangers, but we should be very glad
if she could be made better.”

Then he turned to Kababy and asked the question that
was asked of another, older girl i in the Bible, “Wilt thou
go with this man?”

There was a pause, and then Kababy said quietly, “Yes,
I will go.”

That night. her parents anxwusly bade her good-bye ‘as
she started on her long journey in the launch. Kababy felt
wonderfully happy and hopeful, and in due tinde she reach-
ed the “House-of-Healing-Love.”

Tt was all very new and strange. The doctor, when he had

- carefully examined her poor stunted legs, said with a kind
“smile: “You will need to stay with us here a good while,

but you ‘can have books, and that will help to pass the time.
We have. a chair here you can soon learn to use, and it is
not far to the Missionary School.’

Kababy was very happy then, for, oh, how she had -
longed to be able to read and write! She soon showed
great ability and delighted her teachers by her rapid growth
in knowledge. It was not long before she gave her heart to .
the Saviour and often she would sing a little song she made

up herself, which the other patients loved to hear:

“For I am so happy,
For my heart is gay,
Knowing Jesus loves me, :
Loves me night and day.” . :
After a long time the doctor said one day: “Kababy, the
time has come for you to go to a much larger hospital in

the city, where I think the doctors can perhaps make you
able to walk. It is a long journey, so Sister Grace will

/
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take you and see that you are comfortably settled. You
must be a brave girl and help by being contented and
patient, for now you know that God will always be with
you even though Sister Grace will have to leave you there.”

Kababy tried to smile as she made up her mind to do
her best to carry out daily all that the doctors told her about
exercising and using her legs as much as she could.

When at last she was allowed to return to the “House-
of-Healing-Love,” the doctor, on their way back, took her
to her own village for a little visit. - .

What rejoicings, and she pleased her parents and all
were to see her walk very, very slowly from the car! The
doctor then spoke to the crowd and gave thanks to God

- before them alll, for this wonderful miracle of healing which
He had made possible.

Then Kababy stood still and said: “You will likely be
calling me ‘The girl with the miracle legs, but T have
something much more wonderful, which you, too, can have.
God has given ‘me a new heart to love and serve Him and
that is by far the most precious thing in this world.” .
R ~—The Sunday School Times

Bible School Lesson Qutline

Volume 21 Fourth Quarter Lesson 12 December 22, 1957
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) |

CHRISTMAS: THE VISIT OF THE MAGI
Lesson Text: Matthew 2:1-12, )

Golden Text: “When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy.”—Matthew 2:10.

The history of mankind in general, ds well as the history of
every individual, exhibits many contrasts and contradictions.
The poet.Longfellow reminds us that “Life is chequered shade
and sunshine.” Especially is this true in regard to the age in
which Christ was born into this world: “in the fulness of
time God sent forth His Son.” That age was characterized

" by the most intense darkness; but also, by reason of the
coming of the Redeemer, by the most glorious light (Isa.
9:2; 60:2; Matt. 4:15, 16; Luke 1:79; John 1:9; 9:5). Let us
.consider some of the contrasts suggested in the account of
our Saviour’s birth. ’
~ “In the days of Herod the king . . . there came wise men
. . . saying, Where is he that is born King ?” These two kings
were as unlike in character and destiny as two kings could
possibly be. The man Herod was ambitious, cruel and sinful,
whereas the child Jesus was mild, loving and absolutely sin-
less. The one ruled with grandeur over an earthly kingdom,
but the other ruled with righteousness over a spiritual king-
dom. One. was a tyrant, ruling by force; the other was a
true King, ruling by love. The mastery of Herod -was un-
certain, vacillating, ephemeral; the majesty of Christ was
sure, constant and eternal. .

The star of great brilliance which appeared to the wise men
symbolized the rising of the “Star out of Jacob”, promised
by -the prophet of old (Numb., 24:17). Christ is the Bright
and Morning Star to His people (2 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 2:28; 22:
16). His star ascended into the heavens, but the star which
represented Lucifer, the former son of the morning, de-
scended from heaven to.earth (Isa. 14:12-19; Luke 10:18;
2 Cor, 11:14; Rev. 12:9,10). . :

This conflict between Satan and God, between Christ and
Antichrist, between evil and good, a conflict which has been
raging throughout the. centuries, is suggested also in the

. triumph of the birth of Christ, the seed of the woman (Gal.
4:4), in spite of Satan’s many attempts to destroy the royal
seed. Satan did all in his power to frustrate the sentence of
judgment, pronounced against him in the beginning (Gen.
8:16). To this end he put forth every effort to prevent the
Christ from coming to the cross. It was probably with this

end in view that the Arch-Enemy instigated the slaughter

of the little children in Bethlehem, thinking thereby to take
the young Saviour’s life. But God -overruled (Matt. 2:18-18).

Wealthy potentates, as well as humble shepherds, received
the announcement of the Saviour’s birth. The wise men
opened their treasures and presented gifts to the young King,
but the lowly shepherds had nought to give Him save the
homage of their grateful hearts. And yet, however much the
magi and the herdsmen differed in ‘earthly station, they each
adored the Infant Saviour. To Him must all men come for
salvation, whether they be rich or poor, high or low, cultured
or uncultured (Acts 10:34, 35; Rom. 10:12, 138).

Two questions were asked in regard to the Saviour’s birth:
“Where is he?” and “At what time did the star appear?”
The wise men were not ashamed to ask their question openly:
they seem to have addressed their question publicly to all
whom they met, for all Jerusalem was stirred. Herod, on the
other hand, secretly called the wise men and interrogated
them in private. The magi enquired for the Lord.that they
might worship Him, but Herod, that he might slay the
Saviour. The one group sought Him diligently in devoted
love; the other group sought Him diligently in malicious
hatred. The wise men found Him, but Herod lost track of
Him (Jer. 29:13); their quest resulted in life, but his ended
in death (Rom. 6:23). . .

One may also contrast the question found in the opening
portion of the New Testament, “Where is he?” (Matt. 2:1)
with the question recorded near the beginning of the Old
Testament, “Where art thou” (Gen. 3:9). One question
describes men seeking God,.whereas the other depicts God
seeking man, Logically the Old Testament question must come
first, since it is only because God in sovereign mercy has
chosen sinful men that they have a right to seek His face
(Isa. 556:6; Luke 19:10). :

The knowledge of the birth of Christ brought joy to the
wise men, but trouble to Herod. While the magi rejoiced
with exceeding great joy, the cruel king was agitated in
heart and mind at the thought that one had arisen who might
supplant him. They whose deeds are good rejoice in:the
light, but they. whose deeds are evil reject the light, lest their
deeds be made manifest (John 8:18-21). The Gospel of our

" Lord Jesus Christ is the savour of life unto life, or of death

unto death (2 Cor. 2:16). : .

May we all make our way to the Saviour, following the
path which He Himself has laid out for us in His Word, and
finding Him, may we worship Him with true and loving

hearts! .
Daily Bible Readings

Dec. 16—The Saviour Expected ........ Gen. 8:15; Numb. 24:17;
: Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Job 19:28-27; Mic. 5:2
Dec. 17—The Saviour Born ................ Isa. 9:2-6; Luke 2:1-20
Dec. 18—The Saviour Worshipped ............ Psa, 95; Heb. 1:1-6
Dec. 19—The Saviour Worthy of the Best Gifts -
Prov. 23:26; Rev. 5:1-14

Dec. 20—The Saviour of East and West ............ Eph, 2:11-22
Dec. 21—The Saviour Mocked ................ Matt. 2:8; 27:27-31;

- : Acts 17:30-32; Gal. 6:7
Dec. 22—The .Saviour, our King ................... 1 Tim. 6:11-16;

- Matt. 21:4, 6; Zech, 14:1-9, 16-21

TEMPLE-BUILDERS’ LOT

If you are made use of by Jesus Christ, no wonder that
Satan desires to have you that he may sift you as wheat.
. . . If we will be temple-builders, we must have temple-
builders’ lot; I mean hold a sword in one hand, and =
trowel in the other. The Lord make us faithful Nehemiahs,
for we have many Sanballats to deal with.

—GEORGE WHITEFIELD

JAB_ViS -STREET E_HUBI]H
WEEKLY BROADCAST

Sunday 7.30-8.30 P.M.
(1250) CHWO Oakville
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Attention: Puz'ZIed' Christmas Shoppers!

Here are book gifts for your list that will beneflt the soul of the
receiver:

THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE
T. T. Shields

A book full of profound things on the great truths of the Word' that any .pastor
will enjoy, and yet the material is set forth so p.léarly that father will not find too
much difficulty reading this book at the-end of a busy day..

- 14

DEFINITIONS OF DOCTRINES
C. D. Cole

Excellent material on the attributes of God that will establish and strengthen that
young growing Chnsuan who is so anxious to know what the Bible teaches

OTHER I.l'.l“l'l.l: SHIPS
- ' .. T. T. Shields

Pages fuli‘ of balm to lead -that sorely afflicted friend or relative closer to Him
Whose compassions fail not.

THE PRODIGAL I-IND HIS BROTIIER
- T. T. Shields

Evcry part of this volume casts some new light upon this well-known story. Every
i missionary.receiving a 2 copy of this will bless the giver.

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF ROME
F. Chmlquy

~The baneful effect of this system upon the lives'of its adherents and upon nati'oris
is set forth in an irrefuitable and gripping manner. This book will convince the
over-tolerant or little-informed, thus helping them to maintain a strong testimony.

. Any one or more of the above will be mailed postpaid to any address
_or addresses in the world the purchaser requests, with a greeting card
enclosed, if he or she so desire, indicating the source of the gift.

. _ PRICE LIST
The Doctrines of Grace ..... TR $2;50 The Prodlgal and His Brother
Definitions of Doctrines ........ s $1.50 (paper bound) ... ... .. $1.00
Other Little Ships ......................0. $2 00 Fifty Years in the Church of Rome . ..... $3 75

Send your order with directions to:
. THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2, Canada




