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"Never man spake like this man."--Jobn 7:46 • . 
FR.OM eternity the Lord Jesus Christ was des.tgp.ated 

to be the great and visible 'agent Of the Godhead in 
all things pertaiining to this present wortld. In other words, 
He was designated to be the mediator between God, and 
. man. Therefore, a.!lI things done in earth by heaven are 
done through God the Son. That makes all human beings 
ofa1'lages from Adam to the last h'uman being who win be' 
born in this worldattotintaMe to this one' Person: "So 
then every one Of us shaM give an attount Of hUnselif to 
God." That is to God the ·Son. '''For the Father judgeth no 
man, but hath cOmmitted a)l judgment unto the Son." 
Agaiin, as declared by the Apostle Pau~, "We must all ap­
pear before the judgment seat Of Christ that every one may 
receive the ,things done in 1m body, according' to that he 
liath done, whether it be good or Qad." Hence a heavy re­
sponsibility devolves upon ~very, human soul in reiation to 
the Lord Jesus Ohrist. He is the One who appeared to men 
on behalf of the Hdly Trinity in Old Testament times. Who 
was that One with whom Adam. had feUowsh;p 1Sefore the 
faB? Un,doubtedly it was with the Son Of God Himself. The 
One whose voice was heard ,'Walking in the cool of the day 
immediately subsequent to the fatal act Of ' disobedience was 
none other than He who is the second member of the God­
head, Jesus Christ the righteous. When Joshua was pre- I 

paring his attack on th,e city of Jericho, it came to ·pass 
when he was by Jexicho there appeared a man over against 
ffim ~th his sword dlfl.wn in his hand. As Joshua looked 
on him, he asked: "Are you for us or ,!for our adversaries?" 

, He said: ''Nay, but as Captain, of the !hosts of the Lord 
am 1 now rome.", Who was that Person? I believe .firnrly 
that Joshua was given a manifestation; 'in His pre-incarnate 
state of the One spoken Of ,in the Bpistle to the Hebrews 
as the,Captairi Of ou~ salvation. 

',lTh.e king of Baby'lon, after,he had thrown into the bum-

ing fiery furnace three H~brew children, was ,amazed be- . 
cause upon them the fire had no effect. ~nd to ~ further -
astonishment as he iooked ,into the furnace, instead of see­
ing three me~, he, beheld four loose anti walk!ing in the 
midst of the fire. ''The fOIm Of the fourth," he exclaimed, 
"is like the Son'of God." -

Jesus Christ: is spdken of, in Colossians one, a passage 
read in your hearing to-night as "The image of the invisible 
God," or, as I understand ~t, He is_ the manifest presence 
of the invisible One. In due time when by His incarnation 
He took upon Himself human nature, the Hoiy Spirit speak­
'ing through the Apostile Paul refers to this stupendous mir-

. a:cle as a mystery of godliness: "God," he said, "was mani­
fest in the ,!flesh." 

Paul' goes on to tell us in Colossians one that Christ is 
Creator Of -al1 things. "By him (vere a)l things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 'and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dOl'IliIlions, or· principalities, or 
My friend, without Him 'was not-anything made that ~ 
powers: all things were created by him, and for him," 
made.· 

He Is AlsO the RecIeemer of Men 
Let us read on in Colossians one: "In whGm we have 

redemption through his blood, even ' the forgiveness of sins." 
Does soine one listening to my voice to-night say in his ' 
heart of hearts, ",su., I JWou1d l1ke to know how to come to 
God, I 'WOuld reaUy iike ,to be saved." If that be th~ case 
with ,anyone I rejoite, with you, for you can have no higher 
desire; it is one ~hich has been place'd in your he'art by 
the Spirit of God Himself. The way to God is ~ugh 
Christ: -"For ·there is one God, and one mediator between 
GOd and men, the man Christ Jesus." Redemption. and 
salvatlion are in Jesus Christ a!1one. You can come to -God 

I' 
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and you 'can be saved, if you will only Come by way of His 
cross. Most of us like to hear about heaven. To say that 
our .deI;>arted loved 'one~ ·have gone to glory to~ be with 
.ChrIst IS, we feel, the hIghest and lbest thing we can .say 

~ a:bout them. Iif they are tl:Iere, and if we who are now on 
earth . will some day be there, it wil1 he because we have 
received Christ as our Say;iour. Listen to the Lord Himself 
spea'k': "I am the. way, the truth, and the life: no man 

. cometh unto the Father, but by me.". SInner friena one 
mediator has been .appointed to stand between God and 
men. Christ wiN never' share His mediatorial Office with 
another, nor will He ever suffer any othel: to take His place. 
Hear it, if you will, from the Apostle Peter,: "Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name . 
under heaven g'iven among men, ,whereby we must be 
saved." . . 

As the' supreme Head df the 'body, the 'church, the "Lord 
Jesus is in all· things to have the preeminence: "For it 
pleased the Father that in hinl shou'ld aU if'ulness dweN."· 
Yea, "in him dwel'leth all .the fulpess of the Godhead bod­
ily." The apostle adds: "And ye are complete in, him, which 
is the head of all principa!lity and power." Oh fellow 
Christian, ':let us give Him the 'preeminence',in our esteem, 
in our trust, in our devotions, and in our affections. 

Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ -the Creator of the ends 
of the earth and came into the wor'ld in the respective 
capacities..of Saviour' and 'l;Iead of ·the church, but when He 
came, He assumed the .office .of Preacher. Our text affirms' 
that 'He spoke. The Lord of glory did not viS'it this world 
as a mere o'bserver, or to be just a silent listener. Never was 
it His 0 intention to pass through unnoticed. When He 
e~tered His public ministry folIowing . His . baptism in the 
Rlyer Jordan, and later the temptation 1n the wilderness, 
we read: "And Jesus went abo'ut all Ga!lilee, teaching in' 
their synagogues, and. preaching thc? gospel oif the kingdom." 
':God, who at sundry times and iIi. divers manners 'spake in 
hme past unto the fathe;s by the prophets, Hath in theseo. 

- :last days spoken unto us in his Son." That is what our text 
declares .. Jesus Christ came' on. a preaching mission: "Never 
man spake 'like this man.,~' ,Inde.ed preaching was considered 
to b~ one of His funotions as Med~ail:or. 

THE PltEACHING OF CHRIST' WIAS A NECES-
SA!RY MINISTRY.' . 

I submit that the preaching oif Jesus Christ was most 
essential. First df aU, ~n' order to fulfii ScriptUre. He ,waS 
pre·named THE PROPHET. That is, He was 't.o take .on . 
espe'cially ,the preach~ng branch of ' the prophetic office: We. 
know He came also' as Priest and King, but.in our ·consid­
eramon this evening He appears _ before us as Prophet. 
Numerous prophecies are found in . the Old Testament 
Scriptures respe'5:ting the 'Messiah who was· to appear in 
this particular cha'l'acter. In Deuteronomy 18 Moses said: 
"The '~rd thy God wiH raise up unto thee a P~phet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
yeo shal'l hearken."· The Lord said: "An{l it shal1 come to 
pass, that Whosoever wiU not hearken unto my words· which ' 
he shaH' speak in my name, 'I wil1 require it of hiini.". On' 

_ the ·Mount oif Transfiguration the Father declares Jesus to 
be 'that Person when He speaks 'from heaven saying:. '"This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
him." Around' the time our Lord appeared, the arriva:J. of 
this Prophet was e~peCted. The quest!ion put _to John the'. 
Baptist while h~ exercised his tremendous'ly influential min­
istry, clearly. indicates high anticipation on the part of the 
JeWish leaders. "Who art thou?" they eagerly asked. "Ait 
thou EHas? Art thou that prophet?," An~ he answe~:· 
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"No, I am not the: Christ. I_am the vOice of one crying 
,in . the wilderness, .Make stratight the way of the Lord as 
said o1Qe prophet 'Esaias." You will recall" ,that. when 'the 
Lord· Jesus Christ c¥I.Ie !He was recognized as THE 
PROPHET.' Turn in you:r Bibles ·to John 6. After lie had 
performed the miracle of feeding the five thousan'd we 
~ad: "Th~s is of a truth ·that prophet that shouM ~oI.I1e 
into -the world." A short whIle aifter when He had finished 
the eloquent discourse recorded in' the seventh chapter-of 
John, many of the people p~sent said: "Of a truth,this is 
tha~ P.rophe.t. ': There was o~e p~phecy respecting the 
preaclung mInIstry of the MeSSIah ,which the Lord did apply 
to Himself. In the synagogue at Nazareth He 'read for the 
Scripture 'lesson that passage found -in Isaiah Chapter 61: 
'%e Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord 
hath anoint~ me to preach good tidings 'unto'the meek; 
~e hath~'sent ome',to .bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
Itberty to the captIves, and the opening oif th~ prison to 
them that are bound; To proclaim the 'acceptable year

O 

of 
the Lord." FoIlowing the reading He closed the Book gave 
it again to the m!in~ster, and sat "down. With every ~ye itl 
1!he synagogue fixed .~'pon HIm He said: "This daY'is thiS 
Scripture fulifiUed in your ears." Since it Wa,§ written con­
cerning Him that He was to come into the world as the 
preaching o'Prophet, it was indispensable that He should 
come tQ fulfil the Scripture. ". 

IT WAS AILSO NECESSARY FOR OUR LORD TO 
PREACH lIN ORDER 'I1HAT HE SHOULD GIVE 
SANCTION TO mE OOCToRINIES OF THE GOSPEL. 

.- It seems t9 me even tllough prophets and apostles 
preached 'the gos~'l, the infidels and hard-hearted un­
believers would have . scored 'a great vlc;:tOry, had not the 
'~rd Himself, who is the A'uthOr'oif the gospel, preached it. ' 
The interpretation tliey 'would delight to put' upon His 
si!lence wou'ld 'be consent to, their rejection oif God's Word. 
'It would have give~ ()ICI(;aSi~n to the enemy to say: '~his 

il '. 
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gospel is most certainly not His, neither is it o~ God. If it tion of this tremendous power qf speech? Why was our 
'were, He would not only 'have owned it as such, but tb.9!dly Lord's speech so unrivalled, unparaUeled in its impressive. 
proclaimed it." How the modernists o( our day, who deny ness? 
nearly every goctrine Of the !faith, 'WOuld rejoice to be fur- '1. 
nished with an argument of that ~ind! But, thank God, He ONE EXPLANATION IS FOUND IN OUR. 
did prea:ch t!he gospel and by so doing gave His imprimatur LORD'S PERSON 
to the whole body of Christian truth found both in the Old In, order to fully explain this incomparable ministry you 
Testament and' in the New. His ,preaching wa!! a sort of would have to expl'ain the 'Lord Jesus Christ. it is person­
sealing of',the truth. It demonstrated the !fa;ct that this ality that gives poWer and prestige .'to speech. -The weight 
gospel! beyon~ aH shadow of dou~t, ~anat~ from God .. , df any spee~h depends.1argely on the particular person who 
~y fnends, thIS blessed ,gospel o!f saivatlOn which we pre~h utters ,it. In the expenence of many of you, I am sure, you 
IS non:e ot~er than ~d'~ gospe'l, .and the: Lord Jesus 9hr~t have listened to someOne give very excelIe~t a:dvice. But you 
by lHunself prea'Chlng It owns It.~ .HIS gospel. This, ~f' were not in ,the Ieasfimpressed. You felt no:inclination what-' 
course, place~ a very heavy ~sponSlbihty u~o~ every person ever to put into practice the good counsel s!l freely offer~d. 

. who hears dus gospel ,proclaImed, because :It IS n!lw pro~ed Why? Because the person speaking 'lacked eIther personalIty 
to be the very gospell 'of the Son of God. Unbehevers who or 'Chancter or prdba!bly both. The same applies to the 
reject ,the g~pel'are nc;>w guilty of r~using to hear,the Son importance of letters. Everything, 1n this, respect, depends 
of God. In open defIance they reject both the message'r upon the one whose signature is, affixed. Yo.u can only know 
of the Lord and the Lord Himself. "~herefo~e we ought the secret of Christ's power in speech by knowing Him. 
to give t!he more ea:nest heed to the things w~Ich we have He, of course, was the very personification of ,the truth 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the He . spoke. He was the Word: ",In the beginning was the 
word spoken by 'angels was stedfast, and every transgression Word and the Word was with God and the 'Word was. 
and disobedience received a' just recompen~e ~~ rew~d;, God.' .. And the Word was made fl~sh, and dweh among 
How sh~ll.we escape, If we neglect, so great salvatIOn; WhICh us." He was the Holy One.'Tn fact"He is tile only Teacher 
at the fIrst began -to be spoken by the Lord, and was con- ever found in this world whose life and character exactly 

, firmed u~t~ us by them that ~eard him?" By this passage and perfectly corresponded With the instruc.tions. Furth~r­
fro~ God,S Word you can readIly see the absolute hopeless- more"He was the 'Eternal One. 'When man hstened to HIm 
ness of 'escape. spea:k, as these officers did, ,they were soon, made consCious 

of. the fact that they were listening to' the voice of the 
The C~a:racter of Christ's Preaching Ministry Eternal God, God manIfest in the flesh. To Him it was 

',Our text bears testimony to the unnvaHed excellency of not a ,thing to be g:r:asped at to be equal ,with God; for 
the Saviour's preaching: "Never man spake 'like this man." He was equal with God. -In the 1ight of the revelation df 
What a convincing testimony, this is! It comes from officers His ul}questioned de'ity, is it correct, my friends, to' refer 
of the Sanhedrin CounciL The occaSion was -the Feast of to Him as "the c'h'i'ld of His time"? Dr. Donald Soper, the 
Tabernacles. Shortly after t!hey had begun to celebrate this widely' a:dveI'tised' evangelist from the Old Land who is, 
Feast at Jerusalem, sudden1y 'the ILord Jesus Christ appea:red at present, in the city on a speaking mission under the 
in their midst. His preaching in tlie temple ~ which took auspices of the United Church df Cana:da, is reported in 
pla:ce -about the middle' of the Feast - soon ~ttracted the last Tuesday's Globe and Mail, in ,referring -to Jesus Christ, 
crowds. The great Preacher did not lack for an audie~ce. to have used this designatIon. This, togeth~r with other 
The 'large ,numbers which assembled' from ,time to time to similar statements he reportedly has ,made during the past 

. I . hear Him greatly troubled the 'Pharisees., "Behold, the world week, 'brands him, whatever be his titles or educational 
has 'gone after Him," .they said once in amazement. As they standing, a :hl'atant heretic. What! a so-caHed Christian 
listened to Him, the mu1titude became mVided in their minister speaking of the "AnCient of Days" 'as a child of 
opinion~ There was a current in His 'favour, but-not with- His time? My friends, the very majesty with which our 
out 'a contrary one. Some ~d: "He is a good man." Others Lord's messages were delivered ought to be sufficient to 
said,: "Nay, but He, deceiveth the people." To the Pharisees convince anyone that the One speaking was none othel 
this sharp division among the people lIl;eant that ~e day I than ~e Lord God Alrillghty Himself. When He &poke 
of opportunlty hid arpved for them to execute dIeu: mur- -with His voiCe dIe thing He ordered was done. He rebuked 
derous design. 'So the officers from the SanJ1edrin Council the bo'istero).ls w,ind. And when He s'alid unto the sea, "Peace 
are sent to. arrest Him .. They' fecl that if'they can silen~e be still," -there was a g~eat calm. With a loud voice He 
Christ they will'be able to arrest the gospel. But these, In called IDto the tomb where the body of Lazarus had lain 
turn, l{aJolunder the speH of lHis speech., On th«rir return for lfour days, saying: "'Lazarus, come .forth," and he that 
they M"e questioned by the Sanhedrin in the'words preced- was 'dead 'Came .forth. To the para9.ytic'He said: "Rise up 
ing our text: "Why have ye not brought Him?'~ 'Th~y ha,:e and wa!k," and t!he man who was sick took up ,his bed and 
one, answer: "'We ~ould not. Never man spake like thIS walked. 
man." I 'Cann?t ~nceive of a more convi~cing tes~ony.. Dr. Soper goes on further to assert that dIe kn<:~W'led~e 
Thc:se men were. servants cjf the S'anhedrm CouncIl, t?e .df Jesus was not '3ibsolute.and that He was someuI?es ~ 
SaVIOur's most bItter enemIes. When they 'were COIDml5- error, 'because'He thought dIe earth was flat. A:bout whom 
sioned to seize Him for tria! they were under the strongest is this so-'called evangeHst -talking? Certainly not ,about the 
of motives to ta!ke Him. To refuse to carry out such orders Jesus of the tBible, or the Christ of the truly born again 
could have meant, for'them; extreme danger and punish- Christian. Why, Jesus Christis THE OMNI'SCIENT ONE. 

, ment. What do all these facts teach us? Simply tills: The The testimony of Peter, when questiop.ed three times con­
prea:ching of Jesus was so singularly excellent and impress- cerning his love ,to the Saviour, is the true one. He said: 
~ve 'as to move men to'the very depths. So much so as ,to "ILord, ;thou knowest all things; thou knowest t'ha:t I love 
induce these Jews to aI'lege it 'as the only reason why they thee." One dbserVing remark of those who heard the Lord 

, na:d not pedormed their officia!l. duty. What is the explana- was, "He speaks as one with, a:uthority, and not as the 
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Sqibes." HOw true! He a:1ways spoke ~ith certainty. There 
. was never any wavering in His voic~. Never did He, at any 
. time, make an assertion with a doubt express~d. No ques­

·tion of any kind ever puzzled ·or perplexed Him. You can 
be 'absolutciy sure, dear hearer, you have in Jesus' CluUst 
an infallible Tea:cher. He knows all things. When He spoke, 

, H~ spoke With authority which was His own. For my au­
thority I must ded'are with all o1;her' faJithlful ~nisters· of 
the gospel: ''Thus saitli the Lord." Jesus Christ was a!ble to. 
speak as we. humans cannot - in His own name. '. He pre­
fa:ced His pronouncements with the word.s:"V~rily, verify 
I say unto you." Because of the dignity of His person it 
can be .truly said of Him, ':Never man so spake." Oh, I 
might as we'H be frank. What, I aSk, are some of the re­
ifigious leaders of our day ta~king aibout whep. they reduce 
our blessed Lord and Saviour to the status of a mere fallible 
man? Do they know anything aIbout the real Christ of God, 
I wonder? I fear :it 'Cannot be. If they did, they would not 
make such derogatory statements concerning Him. Surely 
the great apostacy is. with us. In ,the' light of it, what i~ !l 
faithful servant of Je~us Christ to do? There is orrly one 
c;x>urse for-us to take, it ~"the God-given course, with a holy 
zea:l, to stand ifiml'ly.in defence of the gospel and earnesdy 
contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints. 

'1'1 •. 
It seems that one just gets started on a theme like this 

and the time is gone. However, suffer me ·to briefly mention 
one or two more things. The preaching of Jesus Christ was 
incompara!ble because of THE MANNER IN WHICH HE 
SPOKE. I 'sha!ll have to ask you to study and think through 
this aspe'ct of His ministry for yourself. But no one ever 
spoke so simply as He. The parading of rhetoric is not to 

.. be found in aay of His discourses. Highly techni:cal terms 
were never emp10yed. Simple parableS 'are used by Him to 
iihistrate the great truths of His klingdom. Litt1e chitdren 
c;lelighted to gather around Him; they were interested in 
what He said because they could uI).derstand Him. "The' 
common people heard Him gladly." His was always plaiD­
ness of speech. Did you ever attend a. chUTCh where the 
preacher, 'a!fter His sermon, left you so utterly confused you 
were obliged to say to a friend who accompanied you, "Can 
you t~ll me ~hat on earth the.preacher was taiking about?" 
Do you know why you could :not understand him? 'I do. It 
was because the prea:cher hlmself did not clearly under­
stand what he was talking aIbout. ·May we, who teach and 
preach, aim hi ,thiis ,to follow His example. IInstead of be­
clouding the 'gospel 'when we preach, may God ever help 

- us to illuminate i~. ,It is to be so simply presented that 
",the wayfaring men, tho~gh fools, shall not en:: therein." 

Never man spake so boidly as Christ. This characteristic 
Of His ministry stands out very conspicuously in His attacks 
on the Scribes and Pharisees. .A!ll His strong language was 
reserved 'for religious hypocri,tes. "'Woe unto you, Scribes 
and 'Pharisees, hypoCI1ites! ... how can ye escape the 
damnation of.heH? You claim to be 'ch'ildren of God bu~ you 
are, in fact, the chHdren of the devil." That, my friend, is 
bold talk, and lit ought to serve as a stem rebuke to al~ whose 
aim it is, in tpe ministry, . to be popu1ar or who in any re­
spect compromise' the ,truth. Think of the love: kindness 

. and sympathy with which our Lord spoke. I shaU but 
'cite a few instances. Peter once denied Him 'and what was 
our Lord's reaction? He JUSt looked at Peter, ~t was all. 
Jerusalem had slain many of the prophets Of Go~l. How did 
He address the ,guilty people of that city? "0 Jerusalem, 
Jerusa:lem, thou tha't killest '1lhe prophets, and stonest them . . 

. . , r 
whlch are sent unto thee, how Often would I have gathered 
thy cl1i'ldren together, even as a heri gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye woul'd not!" Here was a' woman 
taken iri adultery. The religious leaders said: "Now Moses 
in the -law commallded us, that .suclh should be stoned: but 
w'hat,sayest thou?" He said: ·"'He·that is without sin among 
you, let him !first cast a stone at her." He looked down for 
a moment and 'wrote something on ,the sand. When He 
looked up He said: "Womaa, where are those thine accus­
ers?- hath p.o man condemned thee? She said, No man, 

. Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee,: 
go, and sin no more." Oh, how His great heart of love 
beamed· :forth as He preached 'the gospel to sinners. None 
ever loved as He loved. lot was 'a fove that led Him Ulti­
mately to the cross of C~lvary and made possiJble the salva­
tion Of our souls. 

As for the s\1bstance of His prea'Ching He talked about 
God, His holiness and pededion. iHe talked about Dian in 

. his state of sin and the 'condemnation. 'But He also declared 
forgiveness of' sins and the Offer of eternal 'life which He 
.freely offered'to ail who would believe on His name. 

Then agam, "Never man spake like this man" with re­
spect to the effectiveness of His ~nlj§try. Some were astori­
ished. We who have been brought up' in the Word of God 
marvel t4at such.couid be the case with any. Yet some are . 
stiH astonished at His teaching. His ministry, by some, was 
met with bitter opposition. These were not 'satisfied until 
they at last saw Him naNed to the tree. We hope no one 
here,. or in radio land, is 'possessed with such hatred and 
hardness of heart. Among His hearers there were many 
who be1ieved, on Him. The numbers in this class greW' 
rapidly. First there were the eleven. which grew 'to seventy. 
thenwe read Of five hundred who a:ccepted Him as the only 
Christ of God. 0 my fr-iend, willI "you to-night behold in the 
man Christ Jesus your Prophet! Behold your King! Behold 
the ILamb o~ God wno taketh away the Sin of the world! . 
Behold the One who spoke as never man spake! Make Him 
your Saviour and Guide forever. . 

'In dosing I give you ·two samples of ~ wonderful utter­
ances: "Come unto me all ye that 'lalbourand are heavy 
laden and I Will give you re,st." "If 'aDY man thirst let Him 
come unto me and drink.'~ Anybody can drink., A baby 
knows how to· drink. Anybody, by ,the grace of God, can . 
come and believe on His mime: "He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life."-

~'I heard the voice of Jesus say, ' 
. 'Come unt~ Me and rest; , , 
Lay down, ~ou weary one, ~ay down 

Thy head upon My breast: 
"I came to JeSus as I w~, 

Weary, and worn, and sad; 
I f~und in H~ a resting..place, 
, And He has made me glad." 

Wi!ll you, my friend. wherever you are, traye1ling on ,the . 
highway, in your home, or in the 'church, find your rest in 
Jesus Christ tonight? We again urge you to come to the 
One aJbo1;lt whom it is said: '~Never man spake like this 
man." 

, BOOK:S WANTED 
'Th,~ Toronto Baptist Seminary Library has been made 

, possible through the' generosity of friends ·in the gift'! 'of 
books and money. iBooks are acceptaJble at an times. We 
major in. th~logical works but 'a~so welcome literature in 
such departments as Engli:sh, Church History, Homiletics, 
Missions, etc. . 

\ 
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The Bible Doctrine of Salvation 
By 'Dr. C. D. Cole 

DefZ!! EmeritWof Toronto Baptist Seminary 

. II. THE GOSPEL - WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT DOES 

PAUL 'W~ called 'by the 'Lord ·to 'be a .fOreign xnissionary, and he was saved .. 'Paul and others had only the Old Testa­
•. and is 'known as the ApOstle to tihe G:~ti1es. As he ment from which to prea:c'h tihe gospel. . 

l~y on the ground on the J?amascus rpad, Chri~t sai~, to ' The :law 'shou'ld be preached, just as aN the Bi'b1e should 
hlIIl, Get. up, :for I am sendmg thee to the Gentdes: To be preached. The.'law, properly preaohed, will reveal to 
·open ~elr exes, 'and to. turn them 'from darkness to light, /" men that. theya.re sinners and slay thdr self-righteousness. 
and. from ~e pow~r m:. Satan u!lto <?ad, that they may Fo.r t4is purpose Christ prea'Ched the Ilaw to the rich young 
rec~lve forgIve~~ of sm~, and l~~ntan~ amo.ng· them man (!Matt, 19: 16), and to a certa!in lawyer (Luke 10: 25) . 
whIch ~e sance~Ied 'by faI!h. that IS 10 m~ (Aots 26:18). By the law is the knowledge o.f ;;in . .'Paul did not know 
After his converSIOn, 'ComnllSSlOn, and baptlsm., Paul prea:ch- that he was a iJast sinner untH he saw what the law re-
ed ·Christ in th~. synagogue;; of D~ascus, proving Jesus to quired (Rom. 7: 9). The law tells man :what he ought to ,. 
be the very Ch~st l<? the dlSCOmfItmg df. the Jews. aecause d~; the gospel tells the sinner what Ghrist has done. The 
of a plot to :kiH hIm, the Apostle gQes to Aralbia fo~ a law condemns the best man; the gospel justifies the worst 
season, returrung to Damascus, 'and three years "later gomg man. The laJW makes demands' tihe gospel bestow~ bless-
to Jerusalem. For the se<X?nd time, PauiJ 'is .to~.d diat he is ings. The law deals in justice; 'the gospel deals in mercy. 
to. go !ar henc.e to ~e Ge!ltiles; that the pc:ople 'lD J~alem The Iaw belongs t~ the covenant.of works; . the gospel be-
will not re"Ceive .~ testimony. lIn oIbe~Ien'Ce to thiS ca:l!, longs to the covenant df gra:ce. 
Paul blazes a trail deeper and deeper mto heathen tern-· " . ." . 
tory. He wants to pre~ch the ~el where Christ was not . 2. B.apt~.'IS not. the gospe1.. ~~ul clearlr. d~!erentIat~~ 
named; so that·. he nught not buIld upon' another man's between .ibaptism an~ the gospel when he sald, ~?r Chris 
foundation. In th!is spirit of a pioneer he wants to go to s~nt me no.t to ~aptIze, ~t ~. pre.adh ~e, gospel ~~ ~~ 
Ro.me and then to Spain. He wants converts at Rome as 1 . 17). He renunded the Connthians ~ the few . " 
welt as among other Gentiles. He is not ashamed to preach lbaptIZe?, and Vhen to the.church ~.a whole he saId, I 
the Gospel anywihere, altJhough he knew it would be ~et have b~gotten you through the gospel (1 Cor. 4:, ~5 ) . 
with scorn and' contempt. However, he did not expect to BaptIsm and t~e Lord's Supper are 'not savmg sacra­
preach in vain, and so he says, "For I am not ashamed o.f ,?ents, 'but pre~,,?hmg s~bols. They do. n.ot procu~ salya­
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power oIf God unto salva- tlO~, but proclaIm sa~.vatIon ~rouglh. Ch~st. They are n.0t 
Hon to every one that believeth; ... " savmg acts! but cont:un a savmg messag~ In symbo! or pI~-

To understand the audacity o.f these words we must t~'re. ~aptism does Indeed wash ;~y sm sY;J:Dbohc~ny or 
listen to them with the ears df a Roman. Here was a l[ule figuratlve'lYi but the blood of 'ChrISt washes It" away a:ctu-

. insignificant Jew with his head full Of notions albou-t an- ally. Baptism has i~s pla~e. in, the Christian 1~e, but it ~ust 
o~her Jew whom the Roman governor had de:livered to be no~ ~come a su!b:stttute for ·the· blood of Chnst as an object 
crucified.in order to satisfy other Jews and keep order in of faIth or trust. . 
th~ province. This was. what the naturall Roman would 3. The Church is not the gospel. Joining the church is 
thInk ~';lt Paul m.d his messa&e. But P~u1.'knew that he not the s~e as belieVing .tihe gospel. One should believe 
had .g?Od new~ wh!ch would bnng salvaeon to every one the gospel before joining ·the church. . 
who would beheve It. A Th b· h· th I . Th 1Lir.th • 'I. T. e new zrt IS not e gospe .' . e new u. 15 an 

experience - a work wrought in us; the gospel is j:he good 
What the Gospel Is news of!tsomething done for us. The gospel is objective light 

We are Ifortunate to have a.direct Scriptural statement (2 Cor. 4:4); the n~w birth gives subjective light so that. 
of what the gospel is, but for the sake of clarity, and by the gospel can be savingly understood (2 Cor. 4:6; Jno. 
way of amplifi'Cation; we shaH treat the question botih nega- 3 ~3). The gospel 'is the story oIf '"Yhat Christ did on the 
tive'ly and positively. cross; the new birth is what the Holy Spirit does in us 
NEGATIVELY, when He· imparts life to US: Justification is the result 0'1 

1. The Bible is not the gospel. This is entirely too vague Christ's deal1h for us (Rom. 4:24); regeneration is the 
and general. as 'a definition o.f the' gospel. The Brble does effect of the Holy Spirit's woJ'lk in us. Justification is life 
indeed contain the gospel, but lit 'contains other truths ~so. imputed; regeneration is life imparted. 
all Bible truth is not gospel truth. In .the Bible there' is 5. Repentance is not tihe gospel. Repentance is what the 
truth albout law and sin and death and judgment and sinner must do to be saved; the gospel is what Chdst has 
n1.l:merous other th;ings that 'are no.t the gospe'!. One may alrea.dy done for our salvation. "Repent ye and believe the' 
prea.clh the 'Bible 'and'. nothing but the Bible, and yet never gospel." Here repentance and the gospel 'are differentiated. 
preach the gospel. Many think the Old Testament is the No man lis salVed hy faith in his repentance; he is' saved by 
law and the New Testa:ment is the gospe1. But the truth. faith in the gospel. 
'is that both iaw and gospel are found in both Testaments. 6. Faith i~ not the gospel. The gosp~l is the object 'of 
Some df the finest gospel texts are 'in the Old Testament, -faitJh. Saving faith is in the' gospe1. Faith does not save; it 
while some oIf the strongest law texts are in tihe New Testa- Is faith in the gospel that saves. We do not have to have 
ment. The fi:fty-third chapter df Isaiah is full of the gos- a perfect f~th to be saved, but there must be a perfect 
pel; from this 'Chapter Philip preached Jesus ·to the eunuoh gospel. 

I 
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POSITIVELY .for "how shall they be'Ii~e ,in him of whqm they have not 
. 1. The gospel is good news. The acid-test of a gospel heard?" If sinners are saved, the gospel must be preached 

message: is it good n~ to bad men? The gospel is for 'to them as the means to faith and resultant sarlvation. How­
sinners; it is the reveIation of the righteousness God has ever, 'there is a difference between'means to faith an~ the 
pr9vided through Christ for the unrighteous (Rom. 1: 17). power for faith. The power to make' believers is in the 

2. The gospel is good news about a person, the Lord eilfectual 'Call Of the Holy 'Spirit: !Paul preached. Christ 
- Jesus Christ, "For there is none other nam,e under heaven. cruCified ,indiscriminately to Jew and Greek. To the natural 

given among men, whereby we must be savea" (Acts 4·: 12). Jew such 'a gospel was a stumbPingblock, and to the natural 
Men are not saved by-doing this and that, or going here Greek it was~foolishness; but. the called, both Jews and 
and, there; ·they are saved by ~oming to the Lord Jesus .. Greeks, S3lW th~ wisdom and power of God in the plan of 
Christ, who has so graciously sa5.d, "Him that cometh to -salvation through a crucified Christ. . 
me I wi:ll in no wise cast out" (J no. 6: 37b). Salvation is. The apostle is not writing abOut the power Qf his preach­
not a matter· of geography. There is not a safe spOt from ing, but df the power 'of what he preached. What he 
the wrath of God anywhere. Salvation is not in bodily prea'Ched, Christ 'Crucified, had power to cancel' the sin­
mght; ,it is in heart trust in Him Who is our passbver, debt. We sling, "There IS power in the blood," by which 
sacrificed for us. ' we mean that -the blood of Ghrist has the power to expiate 

3. The gospel consists of certain historical facts with a sin. John says that the blood 'of Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
certain and particular theory or explanation. of those facts. cleanseth. us from all sin. Tha,t, which is shameful and 
The bcts are given us in 1 Cor. 15: 3, 4: " ... Christ died foolish to the masses is the' very thing God uses to sav~ 
for OUT sibs' ... ; was buried, and ... rose agam' ... " Or sinners. What Christ did 'in death l!:nd resurrection has 
as Paul puts it in 'Rom. 4:25: 'Who w~ delivered for OUT ·power to cancel the sin-delbt. :The gospel was Pl"9vided by 
offences, 'and was raised again for our justification." God; it was not a human expedient. God put His Son to 

The least part of a ifad is the Visible -part of it, and has death; He laid on Christ .our iniquity. We are not saved, 
no·meaning without an expl.anation, and so Paul not only Ibecause men killed Jesu~: -that 'was murder. We are s~vea 
gives the facts but also explains them. The ~ere fa~t that because lHe was stricken, smitten_ of God, and afflicted. God 
Jesus of Nazareth was cl"1lcified is. no more th~ gospel than sacrificed J~is own 'Son for our safety, Amazing 'and sensa­
that ·the tWo criminals were crudfied ,beside Him. It is clonal? - yes! But we must' remember that sin is terrible 
the ~pIanation of the facts that -makes His death ,the in 'its nature and effects, and nothing but a seJlSationa,1 
gospel rather than their deaths. His death was tpe death of remedy will avail. 
the Christ, -the Son of God, and it was for our sins. 

Christ, the Son of God, died for our sins. What does that 
mean? ~ome claim that it mereIy means that Christ died 
on oQr behalf, but not as our Su.bstitute. They insist -that 
we should ~ave no theory of the atonement, but. w~th. a 
little 'investigation we find that such 'people have a theory 
of the atonement. Let them tdl us how Christ could die 
on our behalf - how His death could save us - unless 
He died as eUT Sub~titute to render satis'ia'Ction to. Divine 
justice for our sins. For His death to save us, it must can­
cel our guilt before thel'law'of God, and haw could'it cancel 
our guilt, unless He suffered ifor the guilt ,that was ours? 
He suffered, the Just for the unjust, and how could this 
be unless He sutifered in our .. room and stead? ,Christ dying 
as a martyr 'for 'a good 'Cause, or as a mere example of 
faithfulness untp death, or as a gesrure of 'love ·to C<?nquer 
the human heart, would in no sense redeem sinners from 
the 'Curse of the law. Divine justice calls !for Divine pun- ' 
ishment, and the only way the sinner 'C'an escape judgment 
is for Christ to bear ,the' punishment due the sinner. Those r 
who deny blood atonement worship a god different to that , 
of the Bible, and practise a religion. different to that of the 
Bible. . 

U. 
What the' Gospel Does 

In a word, it :saves all who ,trust it. And the gospel to 
-be trusted ,is what Christ, the Son of God; did 'in laying 
down His ·Hfe for our sins and taking it 'up again for our 
justification. Romans one sixteen is usuaHy made. to mean I 

tha,t tlhe prea:ching of the gospel has power to convert S1l'1-
ners, that is, to make believers: IBut thIs 'is nof what the 
verse says. It is ,the 'power of God to or for 'believers. I-t 
presupposes a believer. The gospel' saves believers, but it 
has no power to make believers. The preaching of the gos­
pel is the mean's of making be'lievers, for faith cometh. by 
he!,!-ring, and hearing by the word of God. We repeat, that 
the prea:ching of, "t!he gospel is the necessary means to faith, . '--

\, Illustration 
Here 'is a man ·Who h~ committed ~urder for. which the 

pena'lty is death by hanging. The murderer was acting as 
the tool of another man who, himself, was under sentence 
of death, with no provision for .. paT9-0n. But the law allo~s 
a substitute for the murderer. The substitute is found and 
is hanged in the murderer's place out of love for the doomed 
man. Now the death of the SUlbstitute caricels the guilt ,of 
the murderer and sets him free. It is the power of the 
court ~d arlso power wit& the court. T.he court is satisfied 
with ;the death of the ·sU!bstituteand the guilty man goes 
free. To interpret this parable: man became a sinner, 
'against 'God as a dupe of the devil, ~ho was alrea'dy a 
sinner under sentence with no, provision for pardon. The 
Divine law a'l1owed a .substitute for the hiIman sinner. The 
Son of God gladly gave Himself as the sinner's substitute, 
suffering, ·\:he Just for the unjust, that. the sinner might not 
peris'h in his sins. ' 

'III. 
Beneficiaries .of ,the Gospel" 

PaU!1 says, "To every one that believeth." The death of 
Chr.ist does nObody ~y g00d who scorns it' and' refuses .to 
trust it. ''He th'at believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
}'~fe: and he that believeth not ·the Son sharll not see life; 
brtt ,tlhe' wrath of God' ail,j~deth. ori him" (J no. 3 ': 36) . . 

A fuller discussion of saving faith must lbe reserved for 
a later artide, the Lord enabling. However, there is space 
for a few words here and now. There is so much that passes 
for faith,that we must be. on :our guard ~est we mistake­
what saving 'faith is. 'Saving faith is something more than 
the mere assent of the mind to a proposition, however true; 
it is heart trust in. the Lord Jesus Christ. Saving faith is not 
being satisfied with self ; it is being satisfied with wh~t 
'Christ did on the'cross for our salvation: One who is once 
satisfied with Christ will never be satisfied' .With any-thing 
~~'. '. -. 
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The value of faitih depend'S upon the w~th of its object 
!if I trust an object or ~a person that cannot or is not 
willing to save me, then my ~aith has no value - it is vain 
faith, however strong. Fa'ith itself may b~ dangerous, as 
well as saving. It is sa,fe to trust the 'Lord Jesus Christ, 

. because He is bot'h willing and ab'le ·to save. He is aib'le to 
save because He is alive. No dead person can !be a reall 
Saviour; and 'must not 'be an object of 'faith. It [s the office 
of a priest to make sinners right With God. Old Testament 
priests could not make sinners right with God because of 
two things; they could not c~ntinue as priests, and they did 
not have saving sacrifices to of-fer':"- the blood df bulls and 
gOats could not take' away sin. IBut Christ continues forever, 
and hath an unchangeable prieSthood: '~Wherefore he' is 
alble also to save them to the uttermost ·that come unto God 
by . Him, seeing !He ever· 'liveth to make intercession for 

-diem" (Heb. 7: 25 ). Here is ground for saving faith, and. 
a challenge .. to strong faith. Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 

''HAlIJI.;ELUJAHf Jesus saves me; 
Oh, the sweet and precious story! 
I wil~ give Him all the glory, 

, And adore His love to me. 

"HADL"ELV l'AH! Jesus hears me; 
When in prayer His throne addressing, 
Wh~le in faith I.seek His blessing, 
Then His sm'ile revealed II see. 

"HM;I..;E'1;.UJAH! Jesus leads me; 
I witH doubt ~is promise never; 

. But believing, followed ever 
Him Who gave His life for me. '.' 

'·'HAWFJLUJAH! Jesus' keeps me; 
In ,the 'Rock He safely hides me, 
Every comfort He provides me, 
Never f.rienop so 'dear as He." 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD . 
IN JARVIS STREET 

,. 

THERE were two fine preaching .services in Jarvis Street 
. chCirch on Sunday, November 24tih. The people of 
God rejoiced oi,n tihe strong presentation df Scriptural truth 
by 'Dr. 'Slade, two responded ,to the Gospel invitation, and 
doubt'less conviction was wrought in' the .hearts of the un­
saved .. The,'Lord Jesus Christ was magnified in our midst. 
Blessing is always the portion of those who obey the Mas­
ter's injunotion and assembie in His, house 'to praise Him:. 

In t4e morning Dr. Slade.' preached an inspiring mes-
sage on "Christian Zeal and Con(idence"" taking as his 

text t!he word of Nehemjah,. "The God of heaven, he wil,l 
prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build" 
(Neh. ·2: 20). Whenever and wherever God's peop'le beg;fn 
to 'build His ,church, when they become active in the Lord's 
work and take their stand on the Lord's side, 'Sanballat wi!tl 
not be. silent, and Tobiah with his 'J:ji,ttemess will be present. 
These things tend to discourage' us, which is the desire of ' 
tihe enemy. We are not to let our hearts fail, "but rather 
foHow the example of David, who encouraged himself in 

- the Lord. 'The church will'be repaired and the ,work of the 
Lord will progress when the people have "a mind·to work?', 
as did the children of Israel in Nehemiah's· time. 

T-he adversaries use typical methods to obstruct the work 
of. God. N in that day, so now, they use craftiness, cunning 
and.guile. We' need to be on our.,guard, for there·are those 
who .would .. 'l~d. us astray~' just, as the -maf.lY advisers of 
Pilgriim attempted to' do when he decided· to 'leave the City 

of Destruction. The adversaries of Israel used the weapon 
of ridicule and in~dation: "Even that which they buNd, 
if a fox go up, he shall even break'down their stone wall" 
(iN eh. 4: 3). N ehemiaih ba:ffles their -every attempt to llinder 
the work; his policy is "No Surrender", and he stands as 
an example df fimmess and fai~h. The "'postle Paul said, 
"Therefore, my beloved 'brethren, be ye steadfast" unmove­
able; always a:bounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch , 
as ye know that your 'labour is not in valin in the Lord" 
(1 Cor. 15:58). 

Notice the unquenchaJble zeal of the people: "We wiH 
. a.rise and bui:ld." A!fter Nehemiah, who was in Babylon, 
heard of the desoi-ation and ~in of Jerusalem, he returqed 
to the ancient city, inspected it and saw the great need of 
restoration. Does this not speak to us· Of . the church and 
the conditions aIbout us? The church to-day is in a condi­
tion of decay, deCline and disintegration. Jerusalem had no 
protecting walls; the city offered no safety, to anybody. 
&imilarly, the eneply is ru'iing the human soui, and he tries 
to keep ,people in that condition. ''''The' 'Whole head is s-ick, 
and the whole heart faint. From the sole 'of the foot even 
unto the head there is no soundness ~n it" (Isa. 1: 5, 6). 
"They are altogether become filthy" (.':Psa. 53: 3). Have you 
ever slipped out at night to see the sin and wickedness 
aJbout us? ,to see ,vhe devil at work? In view.Of the tremen­
doUs need; Nehemiah 'and the people. said, "We wiil arise 
and 'Quiold." Billy Sunday tells the story of the evils of drink. 
The mother 'lay in her coMin, 'and the 'father was in prison. 
Four ohi.'ldren were left motherless. The oldest child, with 
leg dff at the 'kne~, hobbled up to the coffin, leading the 
'other children, and said to 'Mr. Sunday, "Daddy wasn't a­
bad man ex:cept when he got drunk.' Under the influence 
of th,is accursed liquor daddy murdered mQther." BiHy 
Sunday vowed that he wOu'ld fight the liquor traffic 'as 
long as th~ Lorn gave him strength .. 

The character of tlhe work whlch the children of Israel 
.did in Nehemiah's .day is api~ture ~f our task to-day. iHis 
was a work of construction, of uopbuildiing. The' Lord has 
given us a commissi<?u to preach the Gospell; His program 
·is a work of regeneration, to,caH out a peop'le for His name. 
Nehemiah was encouraged 'by others to whom he spoke and 
the. people also had a mind to work. The sheep-gate was 
to be .. rebuilt, the gate through whkh the lambs for sacri­
fice 'came into the city. We need to preach Christ and !Him 
c·rudfied, for "without shedding of blood is' no remission" 
(Heb. 9: 22).' We need to tum sinners'to the Lamb of God 
w'ho taketh away the sins, of'the wqrld. The ,women, too, 
had a part; there ,is apl'ace for the~ in the Lord's work. 

,The early apostles could not be silent in the face of con- . 
ditions: "We cannot 'but speak the things. wmch we have 

'seen and heal-d" (Acts 4:20). We must not be silent; we 
must bear our testimony for the Lord, and we must not let 
the work cease. Our encouragement lis this: "The God of 
heaven wioll prosper us." We have His own word of prom­
ise: "He that goeth: forth ana weepeth, bearing preciQus 
seed, sha:.ll doubtless come again with rejoicing"bi-inging his 
sheaves with him" ((Psa. 126:6). As we work, He/will pro-
tect and bless us. . 

In the .evening Dr. Slade gave a fine message concerning 
Christ, "The Prynce of Prea'dhers" (John 7 :46). Even His 
enemies were obliged- to test~fy concerning the excellency 
of His preaching. The tremendous 'power of His speech 
\vas due to His Personality, to the mannel' in which He 
sPQ'ke, to rhe su'pstance of His 'message and to the effective­
nes!Jof: His -ministry. Truiy, "Never man sp~e }:ike this 
Illan."-The SGrmon is pri~ted in tHis issue.-O.L.C. 

I 
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miff 6trntints of Ir. m. m. &IJ~lb~. 
The Powers of Evil May' Be ·Overcome':' 

(Stenographically Repo~d) 

"When-a s~ng man armed keepetb his palace, his goods are in peace: . 
"But when· a st;roi1ger than he shall come upon him, and ove~ome him, he taket;h 

from him all his armour wherein De trusted, and divideth his spoila."-Luke 11:21, 22. 

THE people who 4ived in the days when our Lord walked 
.I. this earth, and in the region 'in which He ministered, 

evidently believed, not only in the possibility of demon 
possession, but believed tihat they actually. witnessed ex­
amples of it. OfcoU'rse, the psychiatrists Of our day would 
e~pla.in aU that away. A missionary,· who had spent a 
lifetime face to face with heathendom artd paganism in 
its blackest form, said to me onte: "Those of us who have 
been called ~o minister in regions where the gospeI..has not 
~en preached find no difficulty whateVer in believing the 
Scriptural doctIiine of demon JX?ssesSion." 

Our Lord had cast out devi:ls. :EVen the disciples re­
turned, when He had sent them. out; giving them power 
over unclean spirits, wi,th joy, s·aying, ''Lord, even the devils 
are suhject unto.us through thy name." And then skeptics 
Of that day had to explain this phenomenon - ,the power 
whioh Jesus exercised to m·ake ev'il men good, and, mani­
,festly, to diwossess ,the evi~ spirits o'f the he~rts of' men. 
. They did not do it all mQdern skeptics would, by denying 
the actuality Of the demon possession, but they said, "He 
casteth out devils throqgh Beelzebub 'the chief or the dev­
i1s," They recognized the power which Jesus 'exercise'd, but 
attributed it to Satan ratther than to God. And it was·at that 

. point that our LOTd uttered that terrible warning 'COncern­
ing tthe things whi-dh mig!1t be 'forgivep. men: "AU manner 
df sin and -bla9phemv shal:l be forgiyen' unto men: but the 
bl'asphem.y 'against, the Holy Ghost shan not be forgiven 
unto men.'" , 

Into that I s'hallt not 'go this morning, but content myself 
by tailing attention to,the ba'Ckground Of this parable. Our 
Lord· said, "EVery kingdomdlivided against itseTf is brought 
to desolation; an'd a house divided against a house faf~eth." 
Then He said: "If r by Bee'lzehub cast out -devils, by whom 

. do your sons cast them out? -therefore sh~1l they be YOUT 
judges. But iif I with the finger Of God cast ·out devi1s, no 
doulbt the kingdom of God is come upon you." Our, Lord 
announced that in His Person, through the medium of His 
min~stry there was made available to men a power ade­
quate to overcome the powers of evil. And then He spoke 
this paraMe of the· strong man amled, keeping his pa~ac~, 
and holding his ,goods in peace, un~~d -fA ·anyone who ' 
should a.tta'ck him, until tthere came one who was stronger 
than 'he, who overcame him, and took ifrom him hi!! armour, 

-- . --==----,. 
:.. ---:--.-

Is not that, after aN, a picture Of the condition of h~ 
nature everywhere? First of all, evil lis here pBrsonifitld. 
I,t is not represented.as an abstract principle, but as a per­
son, ....... a strong man· anned". There are principles of evil; -
there are evil in!fIuences. SOmetimes evil has· 'a. materiaJI 
e~ression, as !for instanc~ in ·alcohol, n'arcoti'Cs Of various 
sorts. 'And there are evil pract!ices. :i'~lustrated in the lives 
of men inviting emulation. But eviil in ,the abstract, though 
essentially evH, is. very much like poison in a bottle. There 
arepotentialIities of poison tihere, but wJ:tiie it so rema'ins it 
is not· dangerous. I.t is when it becomes ,personalized, when 
it finds some personification, when it 1.S embodie'd in a per­
sonality, when it becomes aggressive, and is propagated 
through some personaHty: then evil rea'lly ,becomes dan-. 
gerous. 

There are pMlosophies wrapped up between ·the covers 
, of a book, 'the phi1osophy of ·a Nietzsche or a Trotski. Oh, 
who cares anything about 'that! Or a Carl 'Marx, for in­
stance! A book! People are not aifraid of that. 'But when 
tthese princip'les become in'Carn'ated, walking on ,two feet, 
having two hands, and speaking with a human tongue; they 
.Jet loose the World WaT and the Russian Revo1ution. We 
may not fear governmental . trouJbles as represented by 
Fascism, or Naziism. But by and by these pr-inciples be­
come active :in a personality, and whfle no one cares any-' 
thing about the prindples ifor'whi'ch they'stand, as a mere 
abstraction, peop1e, have to ~e cognizance of bad men 
:like Mussolini, Hitler, Stalin, and a good many otheTS. 

That is the way evil ·is propagated. Hence the ppwer. of 
example over precept; hence the 'importan'Ce of young peo­
ple conslidering their companionships. lJ t is important that 
they should be considered. People sh~M be careful or the 
books they react But stiU more important is it that they 

, shou1d he careful to select the r;ght kind Of companions 
with whom they consort. And so. when evil thus becomes 
regnant in the human life, i.t. becomes a power to be dea1t 
with. 

This principle, of course, finds its supreme exemDfifica­
tion in Satan himself'. It 1S ra'ther otd-ifashione'd to bclieve 
in the existence of such an ~me. But if, indeed, one could 
have per!!uaded himself df the untruthfulness of. suoh a. 
doctrine. and abandoned belief, in a personal dev'Pl, surely 
in our day we should have had -to invent another, one. How 
e1se canyou e~1aiin the present world situation? I nottce'd 

.. that a politica:l speaker, alc1'dreSsing one or our dubs, speak-
. .' 'I.. I -ing of the· progress Of tthese things 'in Europe - and I do 

wherei~ he trusted,and divided 'his spoils. 

I want you to 'look at that picture for a !few minutes this not know that he is 'a rcligious man - said that Ii study ,....... 
morning. You have here a .picture of THE EVIL POS- of the developments of this situation would almost convince 
SESSION AND OOMINANOE OF A !HUMAN LIFE. one that a Satanic hand wall uoon it alt 'And it is! Our 
HoweVer you may e~1ain ,~t, the fact that ~l is here is Lord said so. There is behind -'al'l evil a malignant Person. 
b~yond dispute. Aild here it tis ,represented as CIa strong all tv. the adversary of the souls Of men, described' in ,this 
man armed", established impregn'a&1y !n his own pal~ce. paralb1e as, "a. strong man arm~": AntcJ no one can wisely' 

, , 
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afford to undet-estimate that adversary' when he is here ing a divine dwe'llingl'lace, this pa:lace has become a. citadel 
described as "8, strong man". . of the "strong man armed", the possession of satanic evil. 

'I suppose we have aJ:l had experience with matters that Napoleon said, on one occasion, "The lives df a minion men 
seemed to .. us to be comparatively tIf}.ing, an error of some are noth!ing to me." Ordinary mortals, ·perhaps, wop.dered 
sort, an apparently slight deviation from the truth of Sttip-: how'a hUm'aI1 being such as we see in our qay could de­
ture. Somebody is guilty, not of a ~rime, but of' a mis- Hberately plan the murder of millions, could deliberately 
demeanor, or perhaps we sOften it down a little, and say plan ,to set the world on fire. How do you explain suoh. 
that he was guilty Of an iIidiscretioI;l, just some slight 'de- principles as are the 'Curse of earth ·to-day? On this prin­
'parture from the strictest principles of righteousnes.s. And ' cii'le: that men are yielded to the devil, and ,that al1 their 
we have been dlisppsed to treat the matter asa physician powers become the possession of a satanic personality, to 
does with regard to a minor ailment, saying, "Oh, well, it be used for hls pUrpOses. And when ,these 'menare in the 
is just a little cold. '1 wiH give you something that will soon grip of the 'power Of evil, the picture is complete: ''When 
correct 'tIhat." And the person though,t that that little "a strong ma.!l amled -'keepeth his palace, his gwds are in 
cough 'Was Just a little cold, but soon he d1sCovered that peace.'" . 

. what seemed to be a trifling matter, was but the outward III. 
symptom of "a deadtly ma,lady that defied the power of Now let us look at the !brighter Side of the picture: THE 
science to 'Correct. And so very dften when we do battle DIVINE METHOD OF 'I'HlE DIS'POSS'ESSIION OF 
with these apparently lesser evils, we find that they are but ·EVIL. 1H0w is evil to be dealt with? In ,the first place, 
·theadvance guard of the amly of the ''strong man". Such it can never be placated. It wil1 never, in the last analysis, 
little evi:ls are not to be 'tri!f:led with; such comparatively yield to moral suasion. It 'Cannot be enticed. There is no use 
slight powers.·are reinforced by 'a spirit that is antagonistic putmng a ribbon around the neCk of a tiger, ~d patting it, 
to t1he Word of God itself. and calling it "pretty pussy". 'It is stil1 a tiger; The League 

'I say, we a:H have had ~ence in discovering that evil df Nations has been trying that fora Icing time. I am not 
in any form, anywhere; has beh'ind it a superhuman strength a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but I can show you 
that will tax our oomh.ativepowers -to the utmost. references which I made regaTcling the League of Nations 
. And this evi1 which ~ its 'Centre in this malignant per- years ago, preaicting exactly what we have to-day. Why? 

sonality, ·is described as""a strong man amled". To-day the Because anyone who looks at 1he world through the medium 
·majority Of. our criminals seem to be men of feW yel!1rs, mere . of this Book '\;VOuM recognize that evil.is not a thing that 
youths. Sometimes you may see a· photograph of ,some can be placated. We have had preachers going abroad in 
bandit, insignificant as a man, a physical dwarf, a mere' England and here, philosophi'Cai paciifists wh~ 'believe th!l't 
midget. And as you 1oo'k at it, you say, "WeU, surely no evil can.be dealt with ,in some other way than the way In 

fuB grown man would be afraid df him!" No; he would which the Scriptures speak Of it. But you cannot entice 
not. But if he hdlds a loaded revolver to. your. head, ,that evil, you 'cannot persuade it, you cannpt argue widl it at 

. is another thing. 'Even the most ~nsigm.'ficant criminal, the all. You might just as well stop b~re yOu begin. No use 
weakest of mortals, if he comes to you aImed, becomes a thinking you are going to overcome eVil by making friends 
terror, and one' to !be reckoned with. The dev!l is not only with it! We are to "abhor ,that which is evil". Our only 
strong, but he "is armed, thoroughly amled in his dealing saifety is 'an attitude of antagOnism, of opposition, always, 

. with men. ... •. , to the thing in the abstract,and to the thing that becomes 
How interesting it would /be to make an iinventory of his person'aJI. wi" must recognize evil as an' element that is 

weapons! We re'ad this morning about the fiery darts df never ,to be treated by any 'effort at d~ploma'Cr. Our,Lord 
the wicked. That, perhaps, is sufficiently comprehensive. said the only ·w.ay of deading with a strong' man atmed was 
It is enough to say that almost an human institutions in our to overcome Mm; in other words, a superior power must 
day are, in 'some respects, like-unto munition factories, manu- !be brought to !hear upon him. , _ 
facturing 'arms .for the devil. 'I have aiready referred this II onte he~ Dr. Jowett preach in New York, when he 
morning·to the beer parlours. Yes; 'and I-might refer to was Pastor of the Fifth Avenue Church. 1 was in New 
a great many other things, to the moVing picture theatres, York at the :time, and having no Sunday afternoon engage-

I and 'the dan:c~ halIs, and the magazines and books of to-day. - ment, I went to hear him prea'Ch. And he preached from 
Oh, how truly this world pas become a great arsenal for t:his text: "My. sword shall be, bathed' in heaven." And in 
tlhe devii in whioh new weapons Of warfare are continually the 'course df his sermon he reiferred to Watts' famous pic­
being produced for the destruction of the souls of men! ture of 'Mammon, in ~biich Mammon i~ represented as a 
Veri:ly, ·he is a "strong man armed". And 'he is'represented bestia:l personality; a horrible-looking creature, Sitting in a 
as being established in his palace. I doubt not -that our chair ,that IOdks like a throne. At his feet lies a beautiful 
Lord, ~by that figure, intended what Bunyan ca:lls "Man- maiden, and he 'has his ugly foot upon her neck. Jo,wett 
sou'!", the humanpersona:lity, the heart, the soul, the m'in~, desdilbed the 'Picture, and said, "How are you going to 
with aJl.l its faculties. There is evil resident within, and he deal with a thing like that? Are you going to quote poetry 
'~keepeth his_palace". The 'Psalmist said: "I am feanuHy to h'im? Are you going to whisper ine~ ,platitudes in his 
and wonderlul:ly made". We are' not immodest when we ear? How are you going to deliver that prostrate .form 
recognize that man stands at the crown aDd apex of the from under his muroerous he~l? There is only one remedy, 
divine creation, and that when God made man, He said: 'and that is a sworo." And it is true. Evil will sub'mit only 

.. '~Let us make man in our image, after our 1ikeness." lHe to' a superior power. 
endowed 1111 Wi,th qualities, with capaocities which are divine. And where 'are we to find this superior power? Evil was 
This palace of ,Mansou1 was'made to be the palace of the not disposseSsed by the reconstrUc~on of the _palace, by 
King, the dwellingl'la!ce o£ Deity. And -oh, how marvellous Just .cIe~rising ,it and redecoratfug it, and making it uncom­
a house it is when we think df 'aU t1h~ faculties of the mind, fortahle for his s.~tanic majesty, a la the O,dol'd Group-

I of ~l the poWers df a human personaJIi·ty! Man, lin a sense, That is what OXford G:roupism is, largely, - reconstrilc­
is the likest thing ·to God on earth. And yet, instead of be- . tionism, the expulsion df evtl by powers resident wi,thin the 

'. 
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man him'Self. That is Christian Science !in another form do not 'know, but He is equal to every ~ergen:cy. And the 
--.:. aU base<;! on the assumption that ';by rethinking, .and re~ teaohing of Scripture !is that ~e ,comes to aid you. '. 
arranging, and 'reorganizing me we s'ha!ll get .th~ mastery There is only one way of ex,lle}:ling evijArom the human 
of ·thi'S power that is within. But that is not the gospel. life, and tha't is by receiving the Lord Jesus, and receiving 
The gospel ill ·tthiis; that that evi'l that ·is established within the Holy Phost. Oh, I have known of men who in great 
will yield only to superior power Ifrom without. You and I· crises have been si'lenced. Somebody has come to them and 
need something that we have not got in ourselves. A. man said, '.'NoW, you know what. I k.now ·aJbout you, don't you?" 
can fight evil as much as he Hkes, but of himself, and ~ "Yes." "Well the secret Will rem.ain with me, if you hold 
his own strength at last he will go down. He will fipd that y6ur peace. -But do not dare to speak" And the man is 
the goods of the strong ,man armed .witl s.till :be at peace. dumlO. But the One stronger 'than the armed man knpws 

And that !is the distinctive thing ab.out tthe Christian re- aH . aJbout us; He 'kn~s all our secrets, the recor4 of the­
ligion. i: t ~ Al~ to reinforCe us, to give us' a power which past. But when He comes to us, He comes with -a. receipted 1'. 
is not our own; which works for righteousness~ You and I bill. The Obligation is a1l cancelled, our sin b10tted out, and 
need something that by a natural !birth we have not got, He'says to the poor sinner, "You neeq not be afraid of YOUT 

We need a new nature, and ljI. ne)V.'power, if we are to be past, 'I have taken a'CCount of that." 
delivered from tthe evil that is natura! to us all. And then He comes to dwell within us. The mighty 

And' that overcoming power is also resident in a Person. Spirit of God takes from the ~'strong man armed. ' .. all his 
· Oh 'you cannot fight the devi'l with aibstraoct principles af· armour wherein he trusted, and divideth hlis spoils." And 

righteousness. I remember years' ago going into a business the very tendencies that unde~ .the power' of evil '~ere 
" man's ofifice,' and he showed me the code of ethics of the making for destruction ~ turned to good purposes. . Saul 

Rotary Club,- hanging over his desk. He said, "Rea:d that." is an outstanding example, with his zeal, and al1 his personal 
I read it .. Then he' said: "I~ p.ot that fine?" - as 'though qualities which made him such" a deadly foe of Christianity 
the. devil would be afraid of the .~?tary CI~b's 'cod~ of.. so that when the disciples of Damascus heard of his, com~ 
ethtcs! You se~ up ~ c~e, and say,. I am golOg to foll~ _ ing, .they.tremble·d. They feared him as a mlj.n possessed 
that," 'and tthe devI'l. grlOs at 'your fol~y. No, no; a man with. a devi'l. He said of. himself, "·1 veri'ly ,thought with 
~mes .~o me and teUs me Of hiS trouble. What.s4all I do? niyseU, that 'I ought to do many things ·contrary to the name 
GlV~ hUt?; a book? Well, ·there are ~any good ~k~. ~ha:ll of Jesus of Nazareth." When iinstructed togo to him, 
IglVe bin The Book? Yes; that IS. of value. B,ut ~t IS of Ananias said, "Do not send me ,to him. 'I have heard from 
value OD'lybecau~ the. Author of the. Book stllli hves. I many of this man."."It is aH right," said the ·'Stronger than 

. ~e upon an a.rude .~nl~ yest~rdax whiich I have not rc:ad, he', "I have disarmed him; I have taken . the strong man's 
I saw only ~e .ttt.e ~f It. It, 'W~ to the effect that we mlg~t al'lllour away from'him, ',and divided his spoils. Go and see 

· have 'Chrilltlanity w~thout Christ. ~ut there can be.,no Ch~s- . him. You will be aN right," And very soon 1t 'Was spread 
banity .without C~nst. '~~en the B.r~!e wou~d.h!lve no value abroad everywhere that' "he which persecuted .~s in times' 
~t. alii, If He were .. no~ .~lVmg. This 1S the hvmg Word, bU:t past now preachetJ:t 1!he faith .which once lie. destroyed.'" 
It 'Is.the Word of, ':I.e hvlOg God. . The very. qualities of that marvellous personali-ty which 
'. We are not i:tsked to trust an aibsentec: S3;vI<?ur, I do ~<!t were so powerful in the way 01 evil became instruments 
wonder that 'When the Lord spoke to H1S dll!Clples of gomg in ~he divine hand for the accomplishment· of His purposes. 
a'Way sorrow filled .. their hearts. They said, "What shaU . . '. oJ: Ch:. 

d'?" Th h d'l d t I . H· hile He had My dear friends, there IS no VictOry apart 'lrom nst, 
wb e . Q.·.th eh

y 
a H' e~r~~d Of 'He~n ud'po~l ~m'~W'hile I was but there ~is overcoming poWer in Him. To receive Him een 'WI t em, e . sal" 0 . 'IS .ISCI·t" es: . . . ' 0 Wh . h h 

"with them in the world, I k~pt~~hem in thy name." And means to ;ec~':'11 ne. : ~.lS?sw.~ger ~ ~~ t ~ sif~m~ 
now He is going away. But He said: .''iJ)o not be. a,fl'aid. ~;n arme. 'I! .yo~ ~st. t I~th I you h e leve m ~ ~. 
I wi111 not leave you orphans. I will send Someone, the s . mahny as recf·'~~~d". '!Tmhi; . <>. . them .gatve the))O\t ver 0 the-
C ·' ,C db" W· ak f that' word "Com come to e sons 0 uv, SIS e VIC ory a .overcome oIDlorter, to stan . y. e spe 0' - h ld' f . h"· M h Lo d hIt b-
f " d h· k f' £ ··t od Well' there t e wor ,even our alt. ay t ere p us 0 e orter an t 101 0 com1.ort m Ism ern sens.e., ... . . . , 'k'A . . 
is aH Ilhat in the gospel, and' tthere is an iniftinite tenderne§s heve, for HIS name s'sa e, men; 
in ·the touch of God upon oU'r spirits . .The idea here ,is one L~t us pray: '. 
of strength: '~I wiII send Someone to stand by you." , 0 LC?rd,.in ourselvel!.... we are all de!eated men .and women. 

wh t dOd H aibO t f t de ils? "If II with the ·There IS not a hero among us. There IS not a valIant warrior 
a I e say u ~ru:,mg?,u "'! . "I' hel'e .. We are cowards, every,one. The strong man armed 

finger of God cast out devds - the fmger of God . not has taken full advantage of us, and beaten us. to the ground. 
even the al'lll of God: not .even the <;,Ienched fist of Deity. Our only hope of conquest, of real abiding ~etory is in Thee. 

Wh' "I bo I as not mu'ch of a: fighter - I am If ~~ere are any tempted,. troubled, and tned souls here this 
,en was a . y w mornlDg, who have long sought to save themselves, help them 

not now! I never fight un!,,:ss I '~av~ to. But I used to know to recognize that in the living Saviour, the ever-present power 
a good many. boys who Irked flghtmg, and they were very of "he Holy C'host, there ,js the assurance of victory. 
proU'd of their tf'istic prowess. I have heard a boy say more Bless us every one f~r Thy n!tme's sa~e~ A~en. 
than once t6 another boy, putting up his fist:. "I could beat September 12 1937. ' 
you with one. hand tied behind my back." ·Listen: '~If I ' 
with the· finger of God"! At the sIigJhtest tou'Ch of Delity 
Satan is disarmed and subdued. There is a stronger than 
he. How much stronger? 'I do not know. Were I t~ ca,1·1 on 
the mathematicians, and physicists. and astronomers,any-

'one who kn~ws anything about· measurements in any 
· way, and saY' to them, '''Measure me th~ surface of 'stronger 
than he' ," they would be utterly unable. to do so. Satan' 
has ~ ter.rilble power, but I p~laiIh. to you the salvation 
of One Who is "stronger than he". How much str:onger ~e ' 

CHRlSTJAN CALM 
Down beneath the surface of the sea . there is a part that 

is. never stiirred, and the peace of God is that eternal calm 
which, like the cushion of the sea, lies far too deep down to 
be reached by any external trouble and disturbance,· and 
he who enters into the presence of God becomes part~~er 
of that. undisturbed and undisturbable calm, . 
.' .' . .-:DR. A.-T. PIERSON 
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How Can '~ "Man\'~e "Borr:-? 
By MR. JAMES ARMSTRONG 

.--' 
,Of Armagh, No~thern Ireland 

"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God."--John 3:3. . 

-
~E first sennon t,hat ever George Whitefield preached" 
.I. was on the text, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born' again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" 
(John 3: 3). I:hlrteen souls were saved after, hearing, that 
message. During the course of his ministry; Whitefield 
prea'Ched on that same text more than' a, thoul!and times. 
I often wish that modern preadters would take a' :leaf out 
of George W~itefie'ld's book and preach more than they 
do on this all 'important suhject. I have attended a, great 
many meetings, and I 'can onIy remember hearing one 
sermon on this text.' ~' . 

'In john 3:2 we read that Nicodemus "came, to Jesus by 
night, and said unto him, Ra:bb'i, we know Ilhat thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do these mir­
acles that thou doe&t, except God be with. hiIn:" He 
acknowledged Chrjstas ''from God", and His miracles as 
Divine. In verse 25 of the previous chapter we are told that 
Jesus "needed not ,that any man should testify of man: for 
he knew what 'Was in inan." The 'Lord Jesus' could' read, 
·the thoughts that Nicodemus was thinking; He knew that 
he was conceqle(f a1bout the' Messiah and the kingdom of 
God! so He went straight to the point and said, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be' born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God." 
, What drd the Lord Jesus Christ mean when He said, 

'·Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
df G.od"? 

!L 

hand, many people who are quite uneducated know every­
thing t;hat it is necessary to know alOout Regeneration -
the New Birth. ' I" 

The Lord Jesus did not say, "Except a man' be RE­
'LIGIOUS, he cannot see the Kingdom of God." Nicodemus 
was. not only a highly educated man, but he was one of the 
most religious men of his day. He was a Jewish Rabbi. He 
was· the very 'last ,thing a& far 'as education and :religion were. 
concerned. But RIE'L'IOION IS NOT REGENERATION! 

, When Summerfield, the :famous boy preadher, 'arrived 
in America, a well-,known DoCtor of DiVinity asked him 
where he was born. 

He replied, ~'In Dublin and in Liver-poo!." He meant, of 
course, that he was ,born o'f the fleSh in Dublin, aDd :of the 
Spirit in Livevpool. ' 

"How did that happen?" enquired the Q.D. , 
,SummerfieId~ 'loo'kedat him for a moment and then 

'saId, "Art thou a master in ISTae'l and, knowest not these 
things?" , 
, Yes, you can 'be a fully fledged Doc,tor of Divinity and 

yet be totaHy ignorant df vhe New Birth'. 
I1he word "relligion" is only meiJ..tioned five Ilimes in the . 

New Testam~nt; on four occal!ions, it is referred to as an 
evi-l thing. Rdigion without regeneration is the DevH's 
business; .f01' youl"soul's sake BEWAIRJE of it! 

He did, not say, "Except a man be BA!PTIZED, he can­
not see the kingdom of' God." It .is very :foolish, to think 

, that a few drops of water wiH turn a Sinner into a saint. 
Let us look a,t -the negative side df this question first. I was sprinkled as an' ,infant, baptized as' an adult, and I . 
He did not say, "Except a man be 'EDUC!ATED, he can- have had "ho'ly water" thrown over me again' and again; 

not see the kingdom, of GOd." We 'are Hving in an ag~ ,hut I am not depending on either infant sprinkling, adult 
when great emphasis 'is beip,g put on education. I have baptism, or "holy water" tri take'me -to Heaven. Whether 
nothing to say'against education, for we could alll profit you were sprinkled as a balby, or baptized as an adult, if 
with,more. 'But most emphatically 1 declare that EiDUOA- you die,without having a spiritual birth , you wi~1be a LOST 
TION is not REGENERAT'ION! Education may improve 'SOUL, because the Lord Jesus said, "Verily, verl1y, I say 
a person's head, but it wiH never change h~s heart.. unto ·tthee, EX'C~pt a man be born again, he cannot see the 

A great American preache!" once· pictured a' boy appear- kingdom of God.'" , 
ing before a ,Court of Justice for stealing coal. He was Let me add, the Lord did not say, "Except a man be 
found gui<Jty. The preacher ifancied the Judg!:l looking very CONFIRMED, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 'I 
wise over his 'gol'asses,' and saying, '''Now, gentlemen,' here is asked a Dubliin lady'recently if she were a ,Christian. She 
a, case for the Educational Authorities." "Well,~' com- said, "Of course I am." When I 'asked her When she 
mented the preacheI;,"take the boy 'alWay, put him through accepted Chr;ist as Saviour, she rep1ieo, "I accepted Him 
the schools, p~Ii~h him off at a University and bring him at my Confir-mation." , 
back again. Will he steal coa'l? Not at aB. Why,. he wHl Her reply puzzled me, for she looked like a Christian, 

, steal the' truck, the train and' the ra!i1way siding into the she acted 'like a Christian, and she taiJiked like a Christian. 
bargain." It'is true that education oif~en makes a m.an .. or She ~ttended a Missio~' I was conduding on the outskirts 
a woman a Qundred times ;more "the Child of ·hell" than of Belfast. I' had almost concluded, ·that she was a genuine 
ever they were. before. The tHroe wave ,th'at is sweeping Christian, when, one'night",to my surprise, 'She came to the 
Great Britain to-day 'is not'due to the mefficienc;:y of the _Enquiry Room'and with a rather troubled face, said, "Mr. 
Police, for they al"l'! more efficient 'than ever they were. It Armstrong, "J want' to have a second biIth<;lay, ,I want to 
is due, undoubtedly, to the fact that they are deaiJiing to-day, be converted." She confessed to one Of the Jady workers in 
as never before, with educate'dcriminals. ' the Church that aliI 'along she had confused Con'fimration 

Nicodemus was ,the master df Israel and he 'knew abso- and -Con~ersion'. She wa:s soundly saved that night, and is 
lutely nothing a'I;)()llt the New'Birth (-verse ~O,.Revisoo Ver- now 'living ifor Christ in'~ew ~ealarid. '. ._ 
sion) .. You "cQu'ld be educated to .the very hligp.est degree, .The 'Lo~ Jesus Chns.t did n?t. ~ent1o:"- ~ytI:Ung. ,to 
and yet 'know nothing about Regenera~ion. Ori tthe 'other Nicodemus about Education, ReJ.lgIon, Infant Sprmklmg, 

...... 
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Adult Baptism, Holy. Water or Conrfinnation. He said, verse, "The natu'ral man ~eceiveth not the things of the 
"Except a man be borf!. again, he ca~not see the kingdom Spirit of 90d; for they are foolishness unto him; neither 

· of God." . can he know them, because they are spiritually.discerned" 
Til. (1 Corinthians 2: 14-) . . , 

Now for the positive side of !!he question.' What d~d the As a baby can 'know nothing of the physical world be-
Saviour mean when He repeatedly and emphatically 'de- fore it is born, so ·the unsaved 'Call know nothing of· the 
dared, "Y'E MUST BE BORN AGWIN!"? _~irituhl world, or .of spi~itual things untii they become 

The Ifact that the Lord Jesus Christ used the word ch~ldren of God '!:>y !!he New !Birth. "That· which is born of 
'~BORN" indic~tes conclusively to me that there, must b~, th~ .nesh is flesh; and that which is born of .the Splirit is 
a. similarity bel!ween the natural birth and the spiritu3:l - Splr!t'l~arvel not that I say unto .thee, Ye must be bor,,! 
'bIrth. He never spalke an idle word. When 'He, used the agam.. . 
w~d '"born" He certainly had a reason for doing,so. .5. An un~orn child has feet, but it,cannot walk; it has 

I 'am going to suggest .to you that there are sOme very hands, but ,t cannot us~ them. The·unconverted have feet; 
strikling similarities-between the state of. an UNBORN but they cannot wa~k WI!!h God; they have hands, bl?-t they 
BABE and an UNSA V'E'D man or woman. cannot work for GOd. '. 

What do we know aJbout an un~rn babe?; . / . Unconverted people amuse us when they tell me about 
· : ' .... ' doing clturCh wOiik. Did you ever,hear of a' chNd running 
_ I. I,,!,-a sense .an un,born chz~d has life, y~t m another messages for its father before it was born? No! Neither can 

sense zt has no~ lif~ .. - at has 1'/.0 andep~ndent l~fe., Th~ ~a~ the ,unsaved run messages for the Heavenly Father before 
of the Reahn consIders th~t a 'baby IS not a~Ive untl'l It IS they become members of His fanily !by a spiritual birth. 
born. The same 'Can be said about an unsaved person; in . . . ' 
a sense they have 'life <- n~rural :life, but 1!hey have no 6. A ba6y IS born through sullenng. _ 
spirirual ,life; they _are said to' be "dead in trespasses and In order to give phySical life, a mother has to, go down .to 
sins" (-Ephesians 2: 1, 5) ,: They need to !be born, quickened, the Valley of Deatih. In order to give spiritual life, Jesus 
made alive by the Spirit of God. Christ had to go through the Valley of Death. He referred 

2 ·An unborn'ch:ld :-. d 'k Th':' tru _or th to ·this in John 3: 14: "As 'Moses lifted up the seq>ent in . • ,s zn ar ness. is IS e Vl e un· h' 'ld tih So f lif d . 
converted. In John 3: 19 they are sa!id to love .fhe. "dark- tWehwl thernIess, 'l~ven so mdus~ .. e thn O:'ldman beaf' teb ?p. 
ness rather than light, because their 'deeds are evil." In .' en ~'srac: Ites were ymg'lD e WI. erness. ter el:ng 
Colossians 1: 13 Christians are said to have been "delivered ibltten of the fIery serpents, Moses ~as .linll.tru~ted to spIke 
from the power of darkness," and in 1 'Peter 2:9 they 'are'. a ~razen seIpent to a ,pole, and 'l',:use ~t up m the Camp 
eXhorted to "shew forth .the praises of him who hath called of Israel; and t<hose ;rv:h~, .loo~ed m f~th to .that se~ent 
you out of darkness into his marvdlous ,light." So .the un- were healed. Je~.us SaId, In lIke manner II. ~ust be .splked 

d '. d.rk th·1 h 'd' k to a pole and hfted up, and Whosoever belIeveth 10 Me 
s~ve are 10 a n~ss, ey ~ove tear ness, and they h H t, . h b t h 'I Ilil(" (J h 3'14 15) 
need to !be dcliv.ered 'from its power 'by the Ope Who said, s a no ~TlS, U , ave, ete~a. e'. 0 n ", .' 
. "I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall Y~s, praise· God, Jesus Chnst. by '~IS death and resur-
not Wall~ in darkness, but shall have the 'light of life." rect!ion conquered death, ~d sm, and. ~ell, ~, that we, 

3. A. child unborn has eyes, but it cannot see; it has ears. 
· but it canno·t hear; it· has a tongue, but it, ,cannot speak. 

So.jt is with the unregenerate. They have eyes, but they are 
spiritual'ly bH~d; they have ears, but they are spiritually 
deaf, they cannot hear 'the voice of God; they have a 
tongue, but they are spiritually dumb, they cannot use it 
to praise Go9.. 

4. An unborn babe has a mind, but it cannot under­
stand. That is true of the· unsaved: "There is none that' 
underst~nde!!h" / ~Romans 3: 11) . ' 

One evening, af.ter a Mission service in COunty Down, 
a University student wahed behind for a conversation. I 
allked him his trouble. He said, "There were tbings ·you 
said during the meeting ~hat per-plex me." He went on 
to say, that ·there were many thlings aJbout the Bible and 
a:bout the Christian me that he could not understand. 

.I said, '~Tell,~e, have you been ~bom ag~n'?" 
He replIed, No. I don't know anything about that." 
I said, '·What 'did, you know albout this world six months' 

before you were born ?'~ 
He looked surprised, and answered, "Nothing!" 
"What did you know about it !ix' hours before' you were 

born?" -' 
"NothJng." , 
"Wel'l," I continued, "don't you see, it is the very same 

in the spiritual rea'lm, yoll cannot possib1y ~now anything. 
about the.'Bible, the Christian liife, or spiritual things until 
you are ·born of the Spirit. Then I ~erred hUn to this 

fallen sons of Adam's race, mIght have sprrltua:l Hie. 

7. How do we become children of God? How' are we 
"born again"? On our part,'it is a matter of receiving Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. On God's 'part; :jt iis a matter of impart­
ing Divine Life. 

Years ago, ~h1le in conversat·ion witih a friend on the 
streets of Armagh City, I realized !!hat ~ was 'a sinner and 
that 'I needed to be saved. When he asked me.if I would 
accept Christ as my Saviour, with all my heart 'I said~ "I 
wiU!" and ' . 

,oAnoon as my all I rested 
Upon the atoning blood ~ 

The Holy Spirit entered 
And I was born of God." 

He~ is ~y "Second Bix~h Certificate." Re~erdber it is 
the Word of God: "As many as received him, to th'em 
gave' he th.e power to become the children of God, even 
to tihem that believe on his name: which lVere born, not 
of blood, nor of the wi'll df the flesh, nor of the wii1 of man, 
but of God" (John 1: 12, 13). ' 

We 'become cMldren of God, ~we are born of. God, the 
momeIit we receive- the 'Lord Jesus Christ to be our per-
sonal Saviour. - ., 

Friend, have you received Him? ~ you haven't, you are 
not a 'Child df God, your sins are not iforgiven; and if you 
die in ~he 'COndition in. which you are, you wi1'1 find your­
self in a . LOST ·ETERNITY! "Except a man be born 
again, he 'cannot see the kingdem of GOd." 

'11 

-' 
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l'IiI. 
What Do We Know About a New-Born Baby? 

I. If it is alive, it cries. The first paxt of the body it uses 
is the vocal organs. It is the same with a new-born babe 
in ;Christ. 'I ,have dealt with hundreds of anxious souls. 
After they receive Christ as Saviour, I usually read a few, 
appropriate verses of Scripture; and then I aslf., 

"Are you saved?'" 
1n mne cases out of ten, the unhesitating reply is: "I am." , 
"How do you make ,that out?': 
"Well, I have received Jesus Christ a!! my Saviour, and 

God's Word says I am His child." , 
, Romans 1.0: 10 reads, ,qWith the heart man believeth, 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession, is made 

, unto salvation.'~ 
2. A new-born baby is washed. The moment the sinner 

,receives cmist as Saviour he is washed in the "soul-deans­
ing b'lood of ,the Lamb," and,is made whiter than sn,ow. 

3. After the baby is washed., it' is dressed. 0 the trouble 
women go to, ;in order to have a, be'autiful Httle garment 
ready ,for the new baby! When the sinner is born of God, 
through receiving Christ, he is not oIrly washed white in the 
blood of ·the Lamb; but is dressed in what is known as the 
garment of Christ's Righteousness. What a won'derful gar­
ment it is! The Holiness of God can .find no flaw in it; it 
is the only garment that will fit us ifor God's presence., It, 
and it, alone willI gain us' a:dnii·ttance into the Heavenly 
Home (Romans 3:22; Philippians 3:9). ' 

4. A new-born babe has NO ' PAST. Some' of you are 
,troubled about the past. It, haunts you; you would be rid 
of !it, if you couId. Listen!, If you receive Christ now 'as, 
Saviour, you can leave ,this place a neW":born babe in His 
family, assured of the fa'ct that your past ,has been blotted 
out. 'J1his wil:l be the beginning of days .for you. With the 
past forgiven 'andfo'rgotten, you will have noiliing to be 
c~mcerned a!bout, qut the glorious !future, that lies before 
you. , , 

5. A baby n~eds milk; and has a real appetite for,'it. In 
1 Peter 2·: 2 we rea:d; teAs newJborn babes, desire the sin~ 
cere milk of the word, that ye may grow 1he~by." I tried 
repeatedly to read the Word of "God in my, unconv~rted 
days; but 'as often as I tried I failed. I oou:ld never make 
anything out of a!H the disjointed stories an~ parables; the 
more I read, the more puzzled and' perplexed I became. 
But after I accepted Christ as my Saviour, the Bible be­
came a ne:w Book to me. 'Every time I pondered over its 
pages, 'I received fight, and Hlfe, and comfort. I fQund that 
I had a real appem.te for it. Now 'I !find that I cannot live 
without it. Sometimes I fin'd myself out of sorts, and things 
seem to go all wrong'. Then I ',sudden1yremember .~t ~ 
have neglected to feast my soul upon 'the sin~ere' milk of 
the Word of God. '''Man sha1~ not live by bread alone, but 
by ev~ry word that proceetdeth out of the mouth of God" 
(Matthew 4: 4-). '~Desire the sincere mi:J.k of the word, that 
ye may grow th~reby" (1 Peter 2: 2) .' 

6. When a new baJby arrives, there is one q-ueStion that 
is asked, peIihaps more than any other - "Who is it liker' 
There is' nearly always a l~keriess to the parents. If you 
are genuinely born o!f God ,to-night, and you do not teU ' 
your friends aJbout it, before long they will ask, '''Have 
you becoIP-e a Christian?" What wiN. prompt that ques­
tion? Ah, they will see a Hkeness to the One who Ibegat You, 
they will see a likeness to Jesus Christ in' everythiing you 
(10 and say. 

IV. 
. lIn closing, let me say that there lis only one ~way !into an 
earthly fam~ly, and that is IQY natu'ral birth; and there is 
only one way into ~e Heavenly Family, and ,that is by 
spiritual birth. God's Incarnate 'Son said, "Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he CANNOT 
see the kingdom of God.'~ Unless you are born of the Spirit, 
by accepting Jesus Christ as your Saviour, -the golden streets 
of Heaven you wili never see. AU you have to do,4.o be ' 
saved, is to acknOwledge that you aTe a sinner and receive 
Christ as Saviour. AlI you have to do, to be lost, is just 
-nothing; on1y keep on negl,eoting God's 'salvation, in the 
'Person of His Son, and 'I 'Can guarantee; on the authority 
I;1f the Book of GOd" that the moment you close YOUT eyes in 
death you wi'll be a ,LOST 'SOUL! Not be<;ause you were 
a great sinner, but because, in time, you neglected the only 
way lnto God's family - the New Birth! 

'''Marvel not that II say unto thee, ye' must be born 'again.'" 
~ / 

"A ruler once came to Jesus by night, 
To ask Him the way of sa:lvation and Ijlfe; 

The Master made answer, in words true and plain 
, 'Ye must !be 'born againl' 

"Ye chilldren of men, attend to the 'Word 
, ' So solemnly utter~d'by Jesus the Lord; 

And let not this message to you be in vain -
eYe mUst be born again I' " 

('By kind permission of the author the a:bove fine sermon 
has 'been reproduced from a tract distributed by the Drum~ 
mond Tract Depot, 'St!irling, Scotland. Copies may be ob· 
tained by writing the Drummon:d Traot'Depot.) 

• I 

, ' 

)MR. JAMES ARMSTRONG 
Mr. James Armstrong of 'Belfast, North I-reland, whose 

ministry was su'Ch a -blessing in Ja:rvis Street Church,. Nov­
ember 3-17, is'present!ly 'Conducting an evang~istic mission 
in T~lbury. From there h~ and Mrs. Armstrong ,travei to 
Lanark, in JEastern Ontario, and then to Detroit, Michigan., 
Let us continue to pray..for our friends 'as they seek to turn 
11len and women to the Lord. 

"REPROVE, REBUKE" EXHORT'" 
Dr.., H. C. Slade's sermon, entitled, liThe Prince of 

Preachers", appearing in this issue deals with the 
blasphemous infidelity of Dr. D. Soper, missioner of", 
the United Church of Canada, presently holding meet­
ings in Toronto. Will you help us give this issue wide 
circulation? People need to be warned and' awakened. 
Christians must arise and continue to contend for the 
faith. Send for extra copies to distribute among those 
who might be influenced by such infidelity. 

JARVIS STREET ,CHURCH 
WEEKLY BROADCAST 

Sunday 7.30- 1.30 P.M. 
(1150) CHWO Oakyille 

, ' 
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.'THE POLJiCEMAN~S BRAINWAVE 

A London policeman is a hard nut. to craclt, and silly 
in:deed is the fellow who tries to make a .!fool of the man 
in blue. One Of the ~inest Ohristian gentlemen.I ev"er knew" 
was the late Frederick Dawes, who served twenty-five years 
in the LoJ!.don po'lice force. When this great-hearted man 
retired,- he decided to a'CCompany the Pilgrim Preachers on 
then- annu'al toJ.rs throughout 1he British 'Is'les; and on 
innumerable occasions I marveHed as he preached the Gos-, 
pel .from' our open-a!ir platfomi: The most memora~le story 
ever told me by this gracious of.£icer of the law concerned 
a little child lost in London. 

. I :remem'bey Frederick Dawes te'lling his story. At its cOl~­
el'uSIon he sMd, ~~Me~ and women, 'you may be lost amid 
tl;1e "highways of sin. You. may not know what to do or 

, where to turn; but I assure you that if you !fin:d your way 
to the Cross, (not to a crucifix, " but to Ohrist, who died -on 
the Cross. Ed.) everything will be all right ~terwards. 
Reach the Cross, and your F·ather's home will be just across 
the street." -

"I must needs go home by the way of the Cross 
There's no other 'way but this: . 

I shalI ne'er get sight df the gates of lig'ht, 
I . If- the way of the qross'I miss . 

"The way of the Cross leads home, 
T'he way of ·1he Cross leads home, 

I t is sweet to know, as I onward go, 
.The way of the Cross 'leads home." 

---.:1 vor iPowell in Bible W i~dows -_ 

(j·.~.OJalJJJA W~ ... 
THE GOSPEL' WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Street E. 
·Toronto 2, Canada. 

The child was on'ly a ,toddler, but, like many others, lie 
had developed a love for wandering. It was true that he Dear Sir: 
had on1y.gone round a few corners, b'ut at his timcl of ·life 'Someone handed me·a 'copy-of THE GOSPEL WIT-
that represented a journey to 1he end of ,the world!" The . NESS a few -days ago and I ,think it has a real message 
strange buildings, the hUTrying people, the ~creasing npise of Salvation. .-> 

frightened the boy; and suddenly slitting on the ctiIib stone, Please .enter my. su~scription and send me the first 
. he pla:ced his grubby hands to his eyes, and yelled! When copy a:s soon as possible. 
people 'Paused td as'k the cause of his.discomfort, the urchin Than'K you and ·God bless you in the work of the 
screa:med, "'I'm lost, I'm lost, I'm lost." A kindly lady asked Kingdom. \ 
his name, and was told, "I'm Tommy, and. I'm lost." The. ('Signed) ................................ : ....... .. 
oD'looke~ were at a 'loss wh!lt to do, .:w~en a ~~icem~ , Would yOu be another "SOMEONE" to -pass this copy 
strolled toward 1he scene. HIs' gruff VOIce asked, What.s '1 "Th 'G ,. W·· " . . . 
wrong?'; and immediately sdmeone supplied' the informa- 0 • • e .. o!p'e Itness to a pa.stor, a mISSIOnary, a 
ti th t th rttl be .' 'l t Th . bl ·d ~ ChrIstian Irlell.d or an unsaved Inend? May we suggest 
"Oon rath e, 1,; e d r was '1' oSth· . e d~-m- 'dueWshal " a gift subscription. See back page for details. . We would 

- ut 0" e way, an mstant y e crow separate.., en. be ha"'ht., to send FREE trial co"" f "The G'" I 
the pohcem'an"looked at ,the boy and aslked, "Son, what's W. t't'J d .' " ,roes 0 . oSre 

'. ?" th I d' . d hi t t· d f d dness an P1'otestant Advocate' to anyone,..anywhere 
your nam

d
· ~'i:' Te a: ralsed 'I' . s I etar;~ ~e t'~ a~eWhan in the wo1'ld. but we need your helP! Please send uS 

answere, mommy, an . m os, :L m lOS. ere names . - - -
do you live?" asked the pdiiceman, and aga.'in the 60y • 
~plied, "I don't knoW;' I'm Tommy, and 'I~m lost." r---....:.---------..... -------....., 

The fatherly of~icer grasped 1he boy's hand, and in a A. much needed message for ~ 
soothing whisper said, "G>me with me, my lad." The people' 
hegan to disperse, but some lingered, for this was a fas­
cinating sight. -;rhe. towering policeman and the dimlnutive. 
child were strailge companions ; th~y seemed like oid· 
friends. S'lowly the officer of the l3IW led the boy to a' 
monument in a ne'arl>y street, and' as they stood before it 
~e asked, "Son, did you ever see anything/like that?" The. 
wlhimpering boy removed a \fist from his eye, and staJ;'ing 
before him replied,. "Mrnm. But 'not like that." Pulling his 
o1her hand from ,the grasp of his big fTiend, he spread wide 
.his arms and repeated, "Not like that, but a. cross." A 
delightful grin spread across the face of the listening police­
man. He knew every monument !for mi'les a:roun:d, and re:­
melIJ'bered that only ·two &treets away. a huge cross stood 
out&ide the. door of a church: Taking a new grip of the 

. boy's hand, he said, '''Come on," and they went off to-. 
gether. Soon the officer was pdinting to the [arge crucifix 
and enquiring, "'Is that it, my boy?" The youngster beamed 
and shouted, "Yes; I live over 1here,". and his little hand 
indicated 'a'home 'across the street. ' . .. 

The Devil's Mission of Amusement 
By Archibald Brown .. 

A IS-page book'let deaJ.!ing with­
('1) P1;"Oviding Amusement fur ,the people' is no-­

where spoken 0'£ lin Holy S'cripture as one 
d£ the funttions of the Church. . - ." 

(2) Providing Amusement for the people is in 
direCt antagonimi· to the teachin:g and life" 
d£ Christ and aU His ~postle~. 

(3) The Missiop. of Amusement utterly fails to 
e!ffeot the desired end among the unsaved;' 

. but it works ba~oc am~ng the young_ 
converts. , 
-- ORDER. A SUPPLY FROM 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS OFFICE 
5c each - 50c a dozen 

.' 
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Bible School Lesson Outline .-
Volume 21 Fourth Quarter Lesson 10 December 8, 1957 

. OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

. READING THE' LAW 
Golden Text: "So. they read in the book in the law of God 

distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused .them to under­
stand the reading."-Nehemiah 8:8. 

I. The Holy Exercise: verses 1-8. 
A good leader is a gift fr01l1- God. Nehemiah's personal 

experience of God's providential dealings (Neh. 1, 2), his 
unfailing courl!oge and trust in God, combined with practical 
good sense, inspired the people to complete the rebuilding of 
the walls in 52 days, in spite of intense opposition (Neh. 
6:15). Even his enemies were compelled to admit that the 
work was of God (Neh. 6:16; Provo 16:7; 1 Pet. 2:12), l!ond 
jf his enemies acknowledged the 'Divine hand, so· also did his 

. friends and followers. . 
Thus, having seen the hand of the Lord laid bare in their 

JDidst (Psa. 126:2; Luke 1:49), the Jews requested to hear the 
Word of the Lord (Luke 5:1; Acts 13:7). In these days it is 
rare to see people with keen appetites for 1;.he commands of 
Goq (Amos 8:.11). Men· seek for pleasure and amusement, 
'rather than for the will and Wor!! of God (Psa. 1:2; 2 Tim. 
8:1-5). These Jews, however, gathered as one man in one 
place (Acts 13:44), united in their common desire to know 
what God had said. and what He woul4 say to His people 
(Psa. 85:8; Habb. 2:1; Acts 10:33). How readily ·Nehemiah 
would accede to their request! 

Desires and· resolutions, be' they 'ever so 'noble, will do no 
good, unless put into practice; it is deeds, not· words, that 
:ount in eternal matters (Jas. 2:2). These Jews were in 
,a.ttendance where the Word of the Lord was to be proclaimed. 
They did not forsake the assembling of themselves together 
(Acts 2:42; Heb. 10:25), but. came one and all to the appointed 
place of meeting, all who could hear with understanding. 

We must take heed what we .hear (Mark 4:24), and how 
we :tJ.ear (Luke 8:18). It is one thing to be JIl."esent in a 
service, but quite another,to be attentive to the Word (Matt. 
13:13-15; Acts 16:14; 20:7-9; Heb. 4:1, 2). The human mind 
is a great vagrant; we must learn to keep" it at home (2 Cor. 

... 10:5). One may hear the words and sounds with the outward_ 
ear, yet not really hear the truth, or heed it. In the parable 
of the sower, the superficial hearer apparently hears the 
word, but only the one whose heart has b~en Divinely pre­
pared welcomes and embraces the truth (Matt. 13:19-23). 
We are to receive the truth in the love of it (2 Thess. 2:10). 

The audience stood in reverence as the Word of God was 
read. We need more reverence in the house of God in these 

. days. The attitude of the one who listens to the message of 
God is an index of his attitude to God Himself. As Ezra the 
scribe, -Nehemiah and their associates blessed and praised 
God before the reading, the people bowed in humble, reverent 
worship. 

S.o ·much for the audience. Notice the· actions and attitude 
of th,e leaders. Ezra stood in a conspicuous place, that all 
might hear the message. In other words, he made every pro­
vision to satisfy the spiritual desires of the people. Again, 
he was not alone, but was accom~anied by trusted leaders and 
teachers. Fellowship in the minlStry of the Word is of great 
value (1 Kings 19:14, 18;'1 John 1:3). 

Ezra opened the. book of the law in the sight of all the 
people (Luke 4:16, 17). This was a testimony in itself. He 
did not open a book of essays, 'a co~mentary, a Teacher's 
Quarterly, or: a book of poetry, history or biography, but he 
opened the Book of God. We are commanded to preach the 
Word and to teach it (Acts 4:31; 16:32; 2 Tim. 2:2; 4:2; 
Heb. 13:7). Other books have their place, but the Book of 
books must be supreme. '. . 

Ezra read the law distinctly, clearly, emphatically. A man, 
when asked about his conversion, said that he was saved 
while listening to a man of God reading 1 Kings 17:1: "And 
Elijah the Tishbite . . • sa~d unto Ahab,. As the Lord God 
liveth, before. whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain 
these-years, but according to lily word." Said the Dian, "As 
the minister read that passage, I felt as though I myself· 
were standing in th~ pres~nce o~ God, a sinner in the hands 

of a holy God."· Let us ex;ercise every care to read the Word 
of God in an appropriate manner. -. 

After the law had been read, it was carefully expounded 
and explained by Ezra and his associates, who gave the sense 
and caused the people to understand the reading (2 Chron. 
35,:3; liuke 24:27, 45; Acts 8:30-35). To expound-the Word 
'of God is our glorious task in" church au,.d Bible School, to 
translate the letter of the law into living truth, to take the 
.syllables written· on paper and so enforce and apply them, 
that they are impressed upon heart and conscience of the 
hearers (2 Cor. 3:3, 6) •. As a musician transfoJ'Dls notes on 
a 'printed page of music into glorious harmony, so are w~ 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, making the' truth 
real and beautiful to others (Tit. 2:10). 

II. The Happy Results: verses 9-13. 
The Word of God is living and powerful (Heb. 4:12); it is 

a hammer whicn breaks things into pieces (Jer. 23:29). 
Spoken in the power of the Holy Spirit, it brings conviction 
of sin (Acts 2:37; 1 Thess. 1:5; .2:13; 2 Thess." 3:1; 1 Pet. 
1:23). The audience shed tears of repentance, as they 
realized how far short of the will of God they had come 
(2 Tim. 3:14-17). These were indeed holy tears (2 Cor. 
7:10). ... 

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the. 
morning (Psa. 30:5). The sorroJ'V of the repentant Israelites 

.was changed into the joy of fai~ and hope (Rom. 10:1'r).' 
The Word of God is _described as a two-edged sword (Eph. 
6:17; Heb. 4:12). With one edge it wounds, as it were, but 
with the other it heals. It is like the surgeon's scalpel, caus­
ing first bleeding .. then blessing~ When we allow the holy 
Word of God' to. do its intended work, and do not shrink 
from the pain of conviction, it ~l ul~mately strengthen the 
soul.. . . .. 

The members of this congregation would not be satisfied 
with scanty fare., Having partaken of the bread of life the 
first day, they returned the second day for more spiritual 
food (Luke 4:4) .• Ordinarily, Christians· do not remain in the 
h~use of God with the Word of God long enough to receive~ 
the blessing which accompanies such healthy exercises of the 
soul. The Bible creates an appetite for itself, and the more 
we read it, the greater will become our longing to read it and 
to study its hol~ pages (Jer. ;1.5:16; Rev. 1:3). 

Daily Bible Readings' 
Dec. 2-Reading the Law for Conviction ........................ Jas. 2 
Dec. 3-For Salvation ................................. ~ ......... Rom. 10:1-17 
Dec. 4---For ~anctification ...................................... John'17:1-9 
Dec. 5-.,-For Guidance .................................... Psa. 119: 105-112 
Dec. 6-For Food ............................. ./. ................. , ............... Deut. 8 
Dec. 7-For Service ................................................ Neb. 10:28-39 
Dec. 8-For Instruction ............ -:-..... : ............................... 2 Tim. 3 

Suggested Hymns 
More about Jesus would I know.· 
The Spirit breathes upon the Word. 
Break Thou the bread of life. 
Sing them over again to me. 
Lord, I have made Thy W 9rd my choice. 
F.ather of mercies! in Thy Word. ' 

o ·SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

o Spirit of the l~ving God 
In aU Thy plenitude of grace, 

Where'er the foot of man hath trod, 
Descend on our apostate race. 

Give tongues of !fire and hearts o'f love, 
To prea:ch the reconciling word; 

Give 'POwer and unction from above, 
Where'er the "joyful ~d is heard. 

o Spirit of ·the Lord, ·'Prepare 
All the round·earth her God to meet; . 

Breathe Thou abroad Hke 'moming air, 
Ti}!} hearts Of stone begin to beat. " 

-JAJrIES MONTGOMERY. 
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C~ 
,iL ' CJJminq.,! 

Do You Haye Some Shopping 
Problems This Year? 

May We Help? 

On your shopping list are some persons who 
have no need of the usual type of Christmas 
present. Whatwill you sl!tnd them? We have 
two suggestions that will solve ,your problem. 

I . .' . 

1. The' Doctrines of Grace . 
An att~ctive, well bound book of great 
messages by Dr. T. T. Shields. Bound in. a 
'rich maroon binding with gold imprint, this 
volume will be gratefully received by ,all 
ChristiQns~ 

208 PAGES Only $2.50 

2. . A Subscription to the 
Gospel Witness 

Fifty-two times ·a year this' faithwigospel ' 
messenger .wnl brine. to your friend's home' 
sound, evangelical reading: Help to intro­
duce THE GOSpe.L WiliNESS to others! 

One year's subscription_:- ~ ___ . ____ $3.00 
Two y~ar's subscription __________ $5.00 
Six month's subscription _________ ~_ $1.50 

I P.5, Your pas'or ~ould apprecla'e el,her. of 
'he 'above gif,s. 

ACT NOWI . Send your orders '0 
, THE GOSPEL· WITNESS, , . . . 

130 Gerrard 5,. E.,' Toron'o' 2, Ont,' 

Sermons by Dr. Shields 
The Prodigal and His Brother, 1·32 peg85 _ .... ,.00 . 
Other l:ittle Ships, 261 pages ................ ~............... 2.00 

" 
Other Biblical T""" 

Calvinism Defended 
. by C. H. Spurgeon, 20 pages .............................. .10 

The Bible Doctrine of Election 
By C. D. Cole, 36 pages ........................ : .............. _.... .10' 

Definitions 0; Doctrines 
By C. D. Cole. 179, pages ........... _ .................. _.,...... 1.&0 

The Greatest Fight in the World 
By C. H. Spurgeon. 64 pagss .............................. .25 

Thinking Straight 
By Dr. Robert Dubarry ................. : ...... ~....................... .10 

Roman Catholidsm 
_Fifty Years iri the Church of Rome 

By Fa'liler C'hin'lquy: 472 pages ......... : .............. : .. ,::$3~7& 
. I 

The Priest, the Woman ~nd the Confessional' 
By Father Chiniquy. 1.44 p'ages .............................. .&0 

The Papacy in the Light of Scripture 
By Dr. T. T. S"h'ields. 3"6 pages .................. : .... ; ..... . 

How to Receive Eternal Life 
Seven Sermons Contrasting Roman T each­

ing and Scriptural . Way of Salvation. 
by Dr. T. T. Shields. 106 pages _____ _ 

Blakeney's Manual of Romish Controversy 
3 16 pages .... ; ........................................... : .... ;.: ... ~ ................. .. 
Blakeney'S Popery in'lts ,Social Aspects 
3 12 . pages ........................................ :::.""., ..................... : ..... " .. 

Behind the Dictat~i's, ' 
by Dr. L H. Lehmann. 66 poges _______ _ 

Separate Schools-A Vital Question 
By Dr. J. B. Row~11. 36 pages ...................... _" ..... . 

Rome and the Marriage Market, 16'pages 

False Cultl 
Russellism or Rutherfordism 

(An examin'ati~n of Je~ovah's Witnessesl 

• 25 

.• 5Q 

1.00 

1.00 

.&0 

.20 

.10 

By Dr. T. T. Shields. 71 pages ..................... 2-for .25 
I' .' '. 

" ,The Oxford Group Movement Analyzed 
(Moral Rearmament) 
by Dr. T. T. Shieids. 36 pages ________ .05 

"" 

. 


