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Evarigeli'st James 
,Sp,ecial Services At 

In 
Church 

A YiFJAR ago Ja~s Street .Church 
was greatly strengthened and 

blessed througlh th~ ministry of Evan
gelist James Armstrong 'from Bel~ 
fast, Northern Ireland, a former 

. polic~man and international sports
man. At the close df tHis brief mis
sion of one week, the dffi'cials of the' 
church expressed 'their desire for Mr. 
Armstrong to return, and 'Plans were 
made accordingly. Mer the year of 

'-/ anticipation, the LOrd's servant is 
again ministering the .. Word of God 
in our midst, sending forth a dear, 
darion call to the unsaved to settle 
-tlhe matt~r oif their ,eternal destiny by , 
receiving Christ as 'their Saviour and 
Lord. A man of strong convictions, , 
becoming 'humi[ity, sincerity and 
kind heart, he speaks !forth with 
power tlhe truths of God's Word 
Which the ,Holy spirit can use to 
bring convlioti6n and conversion to 
the unsaved. Illustrations'drawn from 
his own wide experience dlarilfy the 
truth, and the way 'of salvation is, 
clearly shown at every service. 

Mr. Armstrong commenced his 
min:istry on Sunday, November 3rd, 
and will !be speaKing morning and 
evening on November 10th and 17t1h, and each evening 
excerpt 'Monday during the ~ntervenirig two weeks. 

At the opening service on 'Sunday morning,Novemiber 
3rd, the Lord graciously set His seal upon Hti.ci own Word 
as spoken by our ,brother when four responded to the in
vitation, two seelk:ing sailv;;ttion' and two be1ievers openly 
confessing their faitlh in Christ and theIr dellire to be' bap
tized. The congregations were large, especial1y in the 
evening. 

The morning sennon on '~The !Door df Salvation" (John 
\ 10:9) was a fine exposition df tt~e Scripturaa way of salva

, . tion. Dunng our Lord's earthly mlnistryHe likened Him
self to differeht tmngs" saying :"1 am the bread df INe," 
'''the water df life,',' "the resurreotion and tlhe liife," "the 

Alpha and rtlhe Omega" (the Lord 
of Ietters, the Lord oif literature), 
"the beginning and ,the ending", and 
"the first and the Ilast,""which was, 
'and whlich [gto come" (the Lord of 
history and tlhe Lord of eternity) . 
But here He uses the !figure of a 
dooT. On a wild, wet, wintry night 
our .'com'fort depends upon whether 
we are inside or outside the door. 
Doors playa big part in our lives. 
Ghrist is a Door, in that OUT attitude 
to Him determlines whether we are 
saved or lost, whether we are shel
tered by lHimor exposed to the dan-' 
. gers outside. 'It is a grand thing to 
.Jive on the s4eltered side of the Door, 
Christ Jesus. 

Ghrist describes Himself as "the 
door". the definite, exclusive door. 
'r.here is no sa!lvation outside of 
Christ. "In hlis experiences on the 
Pol.1ce Force df North Ireland, Mr. 
Amistrong dealt with notorious peo
ple, but many were changed When 
they '!heard the Gospel' and entered 
through that Door. It is the duty of 

.preachers and churches to point sin
nersto .this noor, the Lord Jesus 
Ohrist. You might be depending up

on sincerity to get you to !heaven, but it WiJil not work. 
If you miss Christ; the noor, you miss heaven. 

Christ is' a !Door which makes no disOn'crtions: "By me, 
if ANY MAN enter in, he slhall be saved." Our God is a 
pardoning God. -Ghrist is a noor that makes divlisions (Luke 
12 : 51-53) . Abel was sheltered, while Cain went forth 
under a curse; there was division in ,thls the first home. 
The brothers were separated in life" [n death and in -
eternity. ,The two- tlhieves were divlided in death; Christ 
separated'them. One repented, 'the otlher refused to repent; 
one went to heaven, the other to hell; one was saved, the 
other was lost; a!liI because one was with Christ and the. 
other was out of Christ. Once when George ,Whitelfield was 

'preachijng on the text, "And the door was shut," two frivol--
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ous hoys were present. One said, "JIf one door Shuts, an
other w'j}1l Open." :tie spoke ,truly: tihe'door df heaven wN'1 

. shut and the door of hell wi'll open. "What must I dQ to 
be saved? - Bellieve on :th~ ,Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved" (,Acts 16:31, 32). God says it, I believe 
j,t and tha~ settles &t. 

The evening service aa'so was one of great blessing. Three 
,believers were ba'Ptized and four new members received at 
the Monthly Coinmunion Service. The sermon, preached. 
with great 'Power, and assurance df the Holy SPirit, was 
broadcast over station ,CHWO, Oakv'iJije, 1250 and was 
doubtless heam by ~ large nUm/ber ,who couM J!ot attend 
in person. Illustrating from the !incident df Zacchaeus (Luke 
19: 1-10), Mr. Armstrong again malde clear'God's way of 
salya1!ion. Zacchaeu~ was depraved, being 'a pulblican. Pub
licans were despised 'and disreputable. 'This man was 'a tkh 
man, a rascal and 'a rogue. You may not be a ~nner to 'the 
same extent as Zacchaeus, but rt!he Scriptures declare the 
universal'ity of sin : "There is no di!ffetence - All have 

,sinned" (Rom.·3: 2?, 23). All are included; there is no 
d1f!feren'Ce. My friend, you are included':in that "aH"; !if 
you are a sinner, you need ,to be saved (Matt, 18:2; John. 
3:3). , 

Notice his desire: Zacchaeus sought to see JeSus. He had. 
heard Of. ·the miracles o!f Ohl'i!Pt and, may have come in 
coma.'ot with others whose l[ves had been changed. He· was 
curious. You maybe here to-night under simJlar circum
stances; I trust you are ,here with a genUine desire to 'See 
Jesus. ' /' , 

'There are always difficulties to be surmounted 'WIhen a 
man seeks to see Jesus.~ Zacch'aeus was a little man and 
cou}d not see Jesus for ,the press. Crowds still stand between 
men and Christ; the thought df what peOple might think 
stands in the· ~ay of many a soul that seeks to come to 
Christ. 'Remember that the friends who would 1augth you 
to hell 'OanIlot 1apgh you out of it. In the name of Jesus 
I beg you ifor your ~~'s saxe, do not let the !fear of man 
drag you to !helll; !it is a bad bargain. 

Notice 'the determination o!f Za:cchaeus: '''h~ ran·lbefore". 
Th!is man was no longer concerned' about his <:ligoity, ''hut', 
was thinking of his destiny; he. did not care about the 
crowds, but Christ. Friend, taJke care of that 'precious, 
precious, never-dying sou'l df yours. The oniy thing 'that 
really matters ~s your relationshap to Christ. A Ohristless 
Hie mean's a ChristIess death; 'a ChristieSs death means a , 
OhristJless eternity; a OhristIe'ss eternity means hell. 

, " Zacchaeus made a wise decision.: ~'he made' h'aste and 
came down.'~ Ohly twi'Ce-in the N~ TestameJlJt do we have 
'a record of our S'aviour issuing such a command; to 
Zacchaeus (Luke 19:6) 'and to Judas (John 13:27). Sin· 
ner !friend, be qu5.'Ck! What wil'! you do?' You can do. o~e 
of·two things. You can do wlhat Judas did, ,who turned his 
back upon J e'sus Christ and went out" leaving the presence 

, of Ohrist for the. Il>lackness ,df datkness !for ever. ,But there 
~s, a'blessed a'ltematiive. Za'Cchaeus '''made haste, and came 
down, and received him joylfuUy." Have you received Him?, 
Church membership, a good li'f~ or ba'Ptism will not save 
you, but have you ,received Christ as your Sin-Bearer, Lord 
and SaviouT? You say, "How can I ~eive Christ?" Come 
to HUn in prayer, ten him that you real'ize that" you are a 
sinner, that you believe t:!hat Jesus died !for you, that you do 
, noW receive Him 'as y6ur own.person~ Saviour. Thus ended 
the preaching df the glorious Gospe1 on Sunday in Jarvis 
Street Church. , 

nus brJef and inadequ~te summary df the messages ~ven' 
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!by' Brother Armstro~g on the iLard's Day in Jarvis Street~, 
is given that you may be encouraged to attend the services, 
if pdssible, and !hear the Word for yourself. We would urge 

.our if'mends to 'contiin'Ue earnestly in prayer ifor ,this spe'cial' 
, mission of evange1ism,'and tt, come as frequently as possible. 

'Invite others to come, especia!Ily the u~saved. Cards of 
. inylj,tapon are available for, distributioJ! and 'may be pro

cured at the church office. The ,time df this 'Special oppor
run!ity w'il1 soon he over. Please act 'at once. 

. , 

-O.L.C. 

PRAYER 

Lord, what 'a clrange within us one short hour 
Spent ~n Thy 'Presence wiII 'avaiLto make'! 
)Vhat heavy burdens from our hosom~ take! 
What parched grounds refresh as with 'a shower! 
We'kneel, anijall aro1;ln'd us seems to lower; 
We rise, arid 'aJll, the distant 'and 'tJhe near, 
Stands fortlh ~n su~ny oud~ne, brave and clear; 

\ We kneel, how weak; we rise, h~ ifuB of power! 
Why, therefore, shQUl'd we do ourselves this wrong, 
Or others - tlhat we are not 'a,[ways strong -
That we are sometimes overoorne with 'care -
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or ttoulbled ...:.. when with ps is prayer,' 
And joy and strength 'and courage 'are With Thee? 

, -RICHARD C. TRENCH. 

9nultalio.n e~ for, the evangelistic 

campaign with Mr. J~mes Armstrong have been 

printed and. are now ~eady' for distribution. 
Send lo~ your 8upply today , 

{, 
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A Visit To Colli'ngswQod,· New' Jersey 
, \ 

By Dr. H. C. Slade 

I N ,COMPANY wilt!h De~n !H. B. 'Maw, whdm we ~et Convention, but w~ ,do want to state :thaJt by an appear
in New York City last Thursday evening, we travelledances, as we observed, the American COundl is gaining 

by 'bus to Oallingswood, N.J., to attend :t!he Friday sessions strength 'and its, testimony, under God's blessing, is having 
of the Sixteenth Annual 'Conventlion of the American a strengthening effedt upon thet:ause Of Ghrist'!in all parts 
Council df Ghr.istJian Churches. ' of. the country. . . 

The American Council of Christlian Churo'hes is an or-' Delegates were present from as far arway as Los An¢es, 
ganizaJtion whi'ch came into being in September, 1941. I t Calilf~rnia. It.was a Joy for us to meet and renew !fel[~p, 
has grown \from tlwo founding denominations in 1941 to ' on thIS dCCaslon,. WIth 'a I!-umber Of our brottIer mmlSte~ 
fourteen denomimitiions and generail oonstlirtuent member- who have, 'at different tImes, preached f~ the JaI'V'lS' 
ship Of 230368. o'ther membership quah'fioations rme fue IStreet.p'U!lpit. Among dlese were Drs. McIntire, Ketcham, 
present total to 1 504529." Kinney. and the one and only ~arvey Springer. - . 

The purpose J 'th~ Am¢can ICountil'is to awaken Ohris- 'Aifter 1!he members and friends Of J~rvis S.treet Baiptist 
tian pe'ople on tlhe American cqntinent to a recognition of C~urch, who were .present last. Sunday evemng~ heard a 
the peri.~s Of Modernism, Roman OathoHclism, and Com- bne'! ·account ~ It'h!is great aclrl.evement ,at Collmgswooc;I, 
munism and to raise a standard for the histonc Christian they were overjoyed 'and una.rumously voted to send to 
falith. ' Dr. M~lntire the following message of con~tulations: 

I At'the callI of American Councillea:ders 'the Intemationai ''Dear Dr. McIntire:-
~U1~cil of <?hristian. Churohes ~s. ifanned in .'Amsterdam , '''At a ~argely attended serVice of the' Jarvis Street 
m 1948. ThIS Cou~~'il now conSIsts Of 57 conSti1iuent mem- members and friends on Sunday evening last, I was 
bers !from 23 cou~tnes and, ~n 'the world ievel, stands as a instruoted, !by a unanimous and hearty vote, to send 
bulwark !for the ~alt1!. once dehve~. . you the folldWing words of felicitation:'\. 

The. 'Chail'lengling ad?resses deh~ered a.t ,the 'Con~en~on ''The Opening Of your new auditorium !in CdHings-
laslt Fnday, togetlher WIth ,~e qU'lrllty. df tlhe men who spoke, wood Ihas brought joy to many thousands elf' sincere 
gaye ~~~furtlheropportumty ,?£ seemg' demonstrated so~e- Christians throughout the world. Your valiant stand 
~ng of the use£u'!ness an~ .nnpol'tance. of ~ ,organlza- !for the historic Christian !faith has been, and stiH is, 

-tIons~ Seldom ~ave we I'C?Celved grea~e~ inspiratIon than by a' source 'of great encouragement. We 'CaIlIiot ib':lt feel 
. attendan)e aJt: these three great gathenngs. that the suttesSful completion Of your new ~urch 

Pla~ of Meeting I," building !for the"glory of God is just another fline 
" . - " .. ... ' . tribute to your spiritual: ~~ership, and a token df 

The place of ~ee:mng was m. ltself an 1~lraJt!ion. In ~e the Lord's good hand upon you. We extend to you, 
newly erected ~,u~l~mg .df Cdlhngs,,:oo~ Bible Presbytenan and your devoted people, our warmest Christian re-
Church, df WhICh Dr. Carl McIntlre "1S pastor, w~ t:ouM gards and hearty congi"atu~aJ;1ons. 
read the st~ry of o~e.,Of. the gre!Ltest pres~nlt day t~~phs l"As you continue, now with improve'd facilities, in 
Of ~vangehcal Oh;ris~lanlty. 'J?llS magnliiflcent. audltonum, your !fearless battle for t~e tru'th and in your uncom- ' 
whic!h was opened \ for worShip on the pr~~~s Sunday,- promiSing proclamation df the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
Octdber 27,th, at a .cost ~f, nearly one-hai~ m1'}~!J.on doll~.' may your bow [ong '3lbide in st:rengtlh and the blessing 

. spoke ~o. everr one ~n attendance a:t the Amencan CouncIl of 'lhe Lord continue to 'rest 'upon every phase of your 
ConventlOn of 'a mIghty bat1lle whIch, by the ndble pastor great ministry . , 
Dr. Carl Mcintire and hlis faithful people, had been fought . Yours heartily;, 
in deJfence df ,!the integrity of God's Holy Word.' When Dr. H C S " 
McInttire 'was deposed ,and -S'llSpenqed !from the membership • . LADE. 

df the Presbyterian Church of U.S.A. twenty years ago, COLLINGSWOOD BIBLE PRESBYTERIANS TO 
,simply because he refused to support 1!he' moderni~tic and 
CQIllIpromisiing official bo'ard of th. at body, he. and lrls loyal ENTER, NEW CHURCH BUILDING 

OCTOBER 27 
followers were obliged to' ieave their beautifu1 church edi- M th f M 't· PI d D d· . t· N b!l 
Jl! d f . .,L," F' on 0 ee mgs anne: e lea lon, ovem er a nce an ; or a tIme, Wors~!llP m a tent. or mneteen years . , I : 

they have helld their serv!ices in a talbemacle, a building df . StJNlDAY ~O:RNING, Octdber 27, the congregation of 
frame strulcture. Now, alfter twenty years, the' Lord has . the Bilble Presbyter.i,aIi Church of Collingswood, N.J., 
honoured this God-honooring pastor and' peop!le by giving will assemble !in fueir, ·wooden T'aibernac'le in which they 
them one of the finest church auditoriums to be seen any Ihave been worsMppirig fur ,19 years. Together they will}' 
where on the Ameri'Call continent. The new 'building, with ariSe and ma:rch out while the chimes in the Sunday schoo'! 

_ the galllery, will seat more ,than 1,300 people, and we re~ tower play, ~·Saviour, Uke a Shepherd Lead Us,". and they 
jdiced to learn that for the op'ening service ,the place was wtill move into the, new ,church audlitorium. lIt wi)l be a 
packed. . . mam.ent Of ~eep ~otJion' mingled with great joy and also 

fBoth 'the 'morning and afternoon sessi~ns df the American . sorrow. This lis a pi~grim congregation. A missionary church 
Coonci Convention were well attended, but at the evening for years, taking it'S stand on the 'great issues of the day, 
'meecing when Judge Rdbert M~rris, C~ef Counsel of tHe thjs, 'Congregation has been kept, increased, 'and gloriously 
Sena,te Internai .... Seeurity Sub .. Committee, spoke, in spite Of blessed 'by the great Head df 1!he Church, ;the Lord Jesus 
the fact it was a rainy night, the auditorium. was almost· Ohrist. 
!filled., We have not ,the spa'Ce in this week's -issue to print A story JS I to'ld lin this subu~ borough of the metro~ 
any df the timely' Reso'lutions which were passed at ~s politan Phiiladelphia-Camden area. There 'are two church 

./ 
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From "The' Seminarian" 

, CHAp~L .. CHIMES 
b1i~ldings e,Qsting here. 'J1he itJirst is at Fern and Mapl~'Aves. 

, in ColIin[Swood 'from whi'Ch ~I;, congregation ":ithdrew in 
- . Maroh of 1938,,' T.he beau:tiifu1 ·Gofh~c structure had been 

erected Jby the copgregation, 'but, When it renounced the 'J1he men who tum,cd 1!liC.world upside down were not 
jurisdiction-of the dt;nonlination because of moderniism and . advocates for O~ristianity lbuJ witnesses to ·facts. The,men 

.' - the ecclesiasticall trial of their pastor which had been held, oIf rtihe Seminary listened 'carefully to the de'liberatelly chosen 
they chose to _obey the commands of Christ as written in .the woros df the ~pcaker, the -Rev. I. D. E. Thomas, pastor of 
Word of God rather than the command~ of the general the Christmas Evans Memoriaq-B<IIptist' Church, Caernar-' 
a;ssembly. In 1934 t4e genera!l assemlbly of '!he Presbyterian' 'von, Wales, , ' - .- . 
Church in 'the U:S.A. had ordered the members of the 'Mr: Thomas sa!id that these, men~who ~perienc~d re-
Independent' Board·.for .. PreSiby~enan Foreign Missions to viv'a~ did not achieve thes~-results by 
re~ign and' to suippoIt the official 'Board of Foreign Missions I. '$I,PECT .NCT,JL'AR ME,})~ODS (~cts 17: 12) . . , 
of thc -denomiI;1ation .. !Dr.'C~l M'C'I.rttire, pa9t:or of the' The Apostles use{} >the usua:l ehannds: the synagogue, the 
Co'll:ingswoodcl1urch, 'was a meIJiber'Of ',that Independent sabbath, and the. 'Sacred S-c~iptu'res. The :qrira:c4'lou'S is not 
Bo_ard and -he r~f~sed to resign. He_, appealed to" the cqm- always a sign of a divine source. -Miracles are supernatura:l, 
mands of the Lord and 'S~d th~t he had to obey Go.d rather- - as in Egypt and in tihe divided kingdom. 
than men. J1le 'SGripttires 'forbid God's -people to sUpPOl't Nor were these r-estiIts due to -
another gospel or propaganda: contrary to the true Gospel. Ill. S'PEOIAL PERSONA'LITlES. 

The second·building- is ·the new property at Haddon Ave. 'In the history of' revival God has dfiten used men'in spite 
and. ,Cuthbert -Blvd. The congregamion left all behind in elf dIelir personalities. The suprem,e exa:mple df this is -Paul 
1938 and counted -<IIbsolutely everythlng loss for Christ's, tihe Apostle, who oiften in his writings refe~ to his bodily 

-_ s¥e. The Piesbyterian Church in the U.S.A. too'k away weakness. 'Mr. Thom'as described Christmas Evans, the 
from 1hem every single penny the congrega1!ion had in any great, Wel~ revivaaist,as a large ,ungainly. man _ With very 
form. The pCop'le went out into a tent, a rented tent. They little in hi'S physica:l 'character traits ~t appealed to -men, 
built-a taJbernacle, and now, 19 'years iater, they ilre moving and yet Go'cl. was pleased to wor.k through. hin'\. Again that 
into a 'beautiful church, the iarge'St Protestant church in powerful_ preaCher Jonathan" Edwards, who was 'so short-

. the State of New Jersey. . sighted that he held tihe manuscript dose -to his eyes whilst 
During these -years the church has maintained and ad- . he ·preached, was mig!h.tily used oif God -in a ~ork of . genu-

vanced its mlissionary program un1:lil. it- gives. half of its lin- . ine reviva!l. ',' _ 
come to. beneW;Iences and missions and it has permitted its 'M'r .. Thomas went on ;toconcIude dtat neither was it 
pas~or great m~erty. in helping to ~dvanc~ ,the whole, separa- due to ' - . . 
tion movement throughout the 'world; , III. SUPERIOR, KNOWL'EIDGE on the part 'df the 
, f Thi'S. is ,the 'Cdhurch wh!cl1 hh~ hhehiped bestahtish -so ,~anthY Apostles.' _. _ _ . _ . 
o the indepen. ent -agenoes w Ie ave een a part U~ e . :peter, James, 'and John, 'were simple fishermen with ifew 

. , separation. It has had "a bi-9ad outlook. It, is a praying a'Cademi,c qualifications. If -academic qualifications cou1d 
church, '3,., tithing church, -one whljCh. delights to hear ~e have done it, then Greece df old would have turned the 
~criptures expound,ed. - ~orld UipSide down.' But ~Socrates, Pl'ato, and -the other ~eaf 

A p';u1: -of the many iIiteres~s' Of the, church. has been the .Greek sa~, had 'come and gqne:.wi't'h ~o_ sudh testimony."\ 
. _ Christian Be"acon -which has gone !forth without interrup-. from men. . . _, . . 

tion 2'l"years. .' . '", . , Now, 'Pau1 with 'tl:ie message thaA: ''this' Jesus ~s Christ" : 
. The' hands- W'hic!h have addressed it and tied~ its bundles , carries aM before him as he 'travels ihl"9ugh tihe provin'ces . 

. , week after week have been loving, vdlunteer hands.. of ,the Roman. Empire. He haS ·a" holy In~olerance, declar-_ .... -
Then there: has 'come the 20th CentufV 'Reformation irig . t'h,<IIt there is no, other name.' H~ never Sltpps to argile ' 

Ho~r_lbi-oadc'a.St, i~Nch goes forth six days ,8, week covering but ever\hera!lds 'the -g!X*i neWs Of -God's sailvati<?D in. Jesus· 
t4is' 'metropolitan 'area q£ ifive ,t?Wion people. It is brqad- Christ. '.. . 

,cast fro~ the ch'll~~_ eve~:.~~rning, 7.4-?, to 8.15 o'clock. .. God is :001' looIcin~ today f~r men Of !p,ecta:cular m~thods . 
. : T~e 'Mtn~~s ~ th}S chu~~ ~s mdeed a gift fro~ the LOI;d, _ or- stri'king personalities but."meJ). who win exal1_ Jesus as 

and Its ,testImony IS commltted ent!irely to HIS holy and. Christ'. ' 
.infallible Word. - ' . -- .. - . 
. 'Ib~ property whiCh ,the ~ongregation l}ow has, ~ncJuding' .' - --:-. ': . '_ ( . ' 
its -taJbernacle, its beautiful Sunday school facilities which . '{J9pies Of The Seminarian,;the'PU:blic<llt,ion of the. students - .,. 
are n~w too sm.aU; 'and itS 'new ~.hurch audj,toriu~ cpsting, . 'of Toronto Bapt!ist Seminary, may 'be Obtained' from THE 
$670,000, 'represen.ts-· aoppI"Qxirp.ate1y one milliop dollars.: - :GOSp'EL WITNESS Office. SulbScriptiori prjce 75 cents. Indi· 
.' God his 'given lit, God ~as ma:de' it poSS!i.b1e,_ and' it stands vi'clual 'copies, 10 cen'tii.·· ' 
here' along the eastern sea:board Of the Un!ited. States in. 

~ witness to-.the Ifact that God will prpv!i.de 'for and will ·keep \ 
. those who 'forsake aU and foHow Him. -' -

. - :.. May ~e_ testirtiony of this place Ibe an fmoouragement and 
'a blessing f:<?' ot4ers, especia:l1ly. wherever the Christian'-
Beacon goes. ,~ .. -

--Christian iJe~con· . ' -. 

THE USE OF AFFLICTIONS . 

- I ~meffilber, some years ago, when.· I iwa,;; at -Shields, 
I went ijO'tQ 'a glass.-house; 'and,- stari~ing very 'lLJ;tentive, I 
saw se~eral masses -of burning gla.ss df various forms. The 
workman' t09k ,a piece Of 'glass· ~d put ~t into one f~t:nac~! 
then he put :jt;into 'a s~nd:' and theri into a thiT<l. I said 

FOR PERSONAL DISmmUTION . to him, "Why d~ you put it through: ~. m:any -fires?" He 
Dr. Slade's me8sage,_, "The_. Priceless G:i/t':,: .apSwere'<i, "Qh',-mr, ~eI~:'~was no.t hot enoug~, .nor the 

preached over the Domhiion Network of the CDC 18 second; 'the!,eifOre we put It I_O'tO 'a third, an'd tIh'at wIl1 make 
no~ printed in a -two-colo~r; 7.page tract. - - . : 'fi ~nspare!lt.:!;:-~~~~eIfi~l.d. " '. 
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T-HE· .PRAYER O.F SOLOMON 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream bi night . • • and made a 
feast to all his servahts."-1 Kings 3:5-15. . 

I N- MANY places in,. Scripture God dedares that He is 
the same: Ithat He does not €hange. We change our 

attitude toward our fello~ if.requendy, as they change their 
attitude toward. us. We have our varied and ever-varying 
moods; and we··are not the same. But the 'Lord is 'from 
everlasting to everlasting ·the Same lin .His character; and 
He deals· with men always on the same prinei'piles. He deals 
wiilll men in t~e Old Testament precisely as lin the New, 
and there is no 'contradiction whatever 'between them. The 
New Testament; is but ·11 fuller revelat'ion Of God,'as I have 
frequently;tried to point out 'to you. The promise of. the 
cleansjng . blood of Christ runs through the wh01e revela
Ilion. And it is on the baSis ·df that - having !found a way 
whereby ·He 'can be just and yet the iusvrf.ier· ()if 'those that 
be'lieve on jesus - that God deals with us at ·aB. So illlat . 
this chrupter f.rom 'Solomon's history has 'iq it principles 
which are just· as appilicaJble to us 'as they were to Solomon 
df old. 

I. 
. Let me remil).d you" first of all, of ·,the great truth 'here 

recorded, that God ·a;ppeared to soineone. That lies at the 
basis of aN divine revelation: the commun'i:cation 'between 
God and man 'is a:}ways initiated !from the God-ward side. 
"The Son of man is 'come to seek and to save that whidh 
was lost." "Ye have riot 'chosen'me, 'but I have chosen you," 
"When thou sa:idst, Seek ye my 'face; my heart sa!id un1lo 
thee, 'llhy face, Lord, ,wm I seek." Therein lie{'the differ· 
ence and the distinct'ion !between the evangelical, the ortho
dox poiIJ.t of view, and that which we caN,. 'for want df. a 
better term, Modernism, or ·illle modern .p,oint o'{ view. 

• To the rationalist, such knowle'dge of God as men possess 
is the result of a hu~an. discovery; to -the bel!iever, on the 
o'ther hand, 'any !knowledge we have df God'is the resuh' 
of a divine seJlf .. :disc1osure. It lis not that we !find God; but 
He ifinds us: not that our reason rea'dhes out a'fter Him, 
and 'apprehends iHiID; but that He 'is rp'leased, by His grace, 
to reveal Hims'ellf to us. 

Now here is the bct that God approaches us. "The 'Lord 
appea:red. to Solomon" .. And !He 'ruppears to the view 'of faitlh. 
stilt ff· we: are 'Ohristlian:g we :are Christians because He 
appeared to us. The philosophy of ~ndividual sallvation is 
here: "God~ .who coinmanded,. the tight to- shine out Of 
darkness, hath sh~n:ed in our hearts, to give the light o'f the 
knowledge of illle -glory o'f God hi the !face Of J~sus Christ." 
We should' never have 'known what God is ~i:ke ijl£ He had 
not given 'Us His portrait; ilf He had nOt sent to us One Who 
is described as ,the "express image of hqs person", . 

'God is al~aysappearing to His peop'le',.!O the v:iew of 
f'aith. That is His 'attitude ,toward us: He desires to dls
dIose Himse'Ff to us; He desires that we shou1d know Him: 
"'This is me 'eternal, .that they mlight know thee th~ oniy 
true God, .and Jesus. Christ, whom illlou hast sent." Tohat is 
!he explanation o'f our 'having;~ 'BNlle. It is the same' prin-

dipile: "God ~ppeared". As though He had, said, "I will 
Write them 'a letter; and because they cannot 'find Me, and 
do riot know My address, .I .willlfind ~them., 'aI}.d tell them ... 
wliere lam." ··I\f ever we get anything from, God at ~, it 
'is because iHe is pleased to appear unto us. Oh, the very 
fa:ct that we have a Bible - a ,Book \for which: we never .... 
'asked; 'a 'Book who$e f~~ness.we never cou!ld ha~ iniagined; 
a revelatio.n, ·the height and depth, and leng!:h, and 'breadt~ 
of whi'Ch exceeds the utmost reaoh of·our reason - is an 
indi'Cation that God comes to us: He "appears". What 'a 

. b'lesmng thiJt is! ' 
That ·'is ~y !first suggestion this evening, that we. should 

think of. God as One Who desires to reveal Himself. I know 
it is said, "Thou, art a God' that hidest thyself:; and' !for 
certain reasons,' ahdat'certain tlmes, '~e does hide lIimself. 
The spouse in the \Song said,' '''My beloved had withdrawn 
himsel!f, and was gorie." And she had never 'found him if 
he had not come seeking her. That ~ His general att!itude 
toward us - One Who desires to unveil Himsel'f to the 
view o'f fa'ith. He wants us to know Him . 

Then He does not seek us' as a Creditor. He IS not One 
Who 'Purslle!!. us, saying, '''·p.ay me that ,thou owest". He_ 
might do that, ifor we owe Hlim m'llcil: a debt that we shail 
never df ourselves 'be able 00 'Pay. And yet tha't is not His 
attitude ,toward His pooplle, He d~.'Pursue us; He gives 
us no rest; He searches us out, seeks us, may 1 say, with all 
di'lligence 'and p~rsistence. but not that He may treat us as 
debtors; for when He appeared to So10mon He said, "Ask 
what ~ shall give .thee". As One Who has reso'\lt'CeS that 
are infinite, and Who desires to commun'icate 'all His wea1th 
to tllose whom He loves, He seeks us 'in order that !He may 
invite us to :ask what 'He shaH give to us. _ 

'Sometimes you read In .the 'Paper that if So-and-So will 
commun!icate ·with 'Sud!. a fUm, he or she·will hear o'f some- . 
thing to his or her 'advai:J.tage. I!f you ,were to see in the 
paper an advert'isement inViting you ·to tommunicate with 
a cel'tain firm of ;lawyers, wlithout 'any explanation, you 

. might say, '''Weill, I am not so sure aJbout tihat. 'If they do 
not 'know my address, I do not know that I" shouM give it 
to them." So, to make s~re that you :wF11 commun!i.ca~e the 
advertisement says you Will hear something, to your advan
tage. That is God's 'Standing advertisement allways, that i! 
poor, ban'krupt men will. communkate with 'heaven they 
will hear df something to their advantage. There is a great 
estate, a vaSt :inheritance, riches ,thatcanno.t !be oa!lculat~. 
awaiting a claimant. The wtho'le Bi'ble ~s ·an advertisement 

. in the "personal" column; God seeking alfter men, and 
saying. «If you willI on~y.coJiimunkate With Me, I wi11 make 
you rich." Is ~t not wonderful! Iif some!body should say to . 
you at the end df the w~ek, "Did you see the paper on 
Monday evening?" '''Why, 'I do. not remember that· I did. 
r -was !busy." "Did you reap the a:dvertis~eI'lts?" "No; I 
do not remember illlat I did. .. '''You cld not see that you 
were 'being ,adverti~d for. ?l. ''No; '1 did not see tha~. '? ''You 
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. did· not see your ·name in the 'Want" column asking you. We ~ to think 'of God ~ One· Who iesires to give to' 
to go to 'a certain place' and get something?" "No';' 'I did His, children His best: One with -whom there is no limitation 
not see that." "Well, it is there." And [t is Saturday, and at al1. . And we are to think·df Him as On~ Who will give 
they have been looking for me 'the whole week, and I have these things for the \asking. We have not because we ask 
missed whatever there IS awaiting me, for a whale week. not. 'I sometlimes th'ink ourspirituail 'st~ture can be fairly 
When you get home !in the evening, you ~d your paper,. 3tturately measured by the quality of oui prayers. You 
ana. you pick it up 'and look at it to see what good news . take your oM1dren down town. You have a litt!le chap df 

, it can bring to you. And yet, very often this Book remains five years, 'and another one df sev~n or eight, 'and another 
clos~; and it is a divine revelatiori saying, "Ask what I one of fifteen or sixteen. And vou say to these boys and 
shall give thee." Wlhy d~ we not read h? Why do we not girls, "I am going to ,take), you "down town, and you ~ 
send in our communioation?: have just What you want." H9W different will their requests 

'My friends, that always ~s the basis df true \ prayer. 
~! . 

EVERY TRUE PRAYER IS ,BASED UPON A DIVINE 
.. I OOMMUNIOATION. 'Prayer is not reaTly' our 8pp~ 

to God - never is. True prayer never begins with us; it 
ailways begins on the oth~r side: it is our response ~. the 
d!ivine invitation: \for !if God were ,to leave us alone we 
never should pray ·at aill; we never -would have known there 
was a God at all if He had not revealed R'imselif ~ us; We 
never would have known what sort of God He is; never 

I wonder did you ever Ilook' at the funny strips in the 
paper? - Now do not ·.pull a long 'face and say,."No; No! 
I never did." - There is somet!hing the matter With you 
if you do not. They are not 'all gOOd, hut some of -them 
are. And do you know, there 'is a lit1!lechap I see ~n the 
paper sometimes, and I rather IIi'ke him. He :is an interest
ing little boy. His name lis Skeezix. And he will serve ,to 
illIustrate my thought to-n'ignt, 'for when Uncle Walt dis
covers that the succession duties are' gOing to amount to 
someth~ng over eight hundred thousand dollars, and that 
the 'three 'hundred thousand dollars 'Cash that he and Aunt 
phyllis were' counting on to' - . well, of course at was lor 
S'keezix, but they wou1d have to. do Something for thein
se'lves in duty to Skeezix, ---.:.. but anyway they a1most had 
that three hundred thousand dollars in their hands, when 
they found the succession ~uties wouM 'be eight hundred 
thousand dollars, and it- wou'ld take, the three· hundred 
thousand dolilars cash, and he would still' ibe !five or Six 
hundred ,thousand' ddllars pehind in what he had to pay. 
to the -Government, he is 'gding home terrilbly depressed: 
and he sees' Skeezix,' and he taikes him up. He is so sorry 
for him!· Poor /boy, he is not goidg .to 'have' this caSh! 'I'here 
are five mmions or so in timber 1'ands 'he is to have some
time! 'But he 'is so sorry for·him. He picks the 11"ittle chap up 
and he say'S, 'qgkeeiix your .'POOr, poor /boy!" But the Iittl~ , 
ch3!p says, '~Nothin's the matter with me, Uncle Walt. ·1 
just got a second-hand 'aU-day su~er from somebody." He 
is heir to millions, but he has just got a second-hand sucker, 
and that is aliI he wants! There area lot oif'Christian! like 
Skeeiix: 'heirs:to a vast estate, 'but they 'have ~ever claimed 

, . 
would have known what He had tq glive, ·or that He' had 
anything to give, if He !had not told us·so. 'And if we -would 
know how to pray, we must ~ljsten to iHim as did. Soiomon, 
as He bids,us ~ ~hat He sha'l1 give us. 

Now returning to that 'advennsement figure, you are 
J.iam:illiar with that m the daily 'Papers, but '.it ,is usually 
something to sel~. There is a bargain, and there is lirkely 
to 'be a rush at the storeiI the prices are pretty' low, and 
espedally i!f certain goods 'are offered at a very low figure 
at a particular hour as a bargain. Then there wilt be a 
ru~! !for the :ceason that we want something 'for a ''Smal,l 
price. But 'I wonder ,w!bat wou1d happep if Henry Ford, or 
somebody else with anY'amount df money, so much money 
that ih~ did not know what to. do with it, were to put a 

~ full page advertisement in the paiper saying, "Come down 
to-morrow" - ~t would not make much difference what 
hour he said - "and just ask me what I shaM give you." 

Once upon 'a time 'I rode in 'a private car, just-set aside 
for my use. I got into Cork one gay, and 'a .unilfon'I.!ed offi
.eer met me, and he salid, "I have just rec¢ived a wire from 
the Director df Railways instructing me to ha~e a specia!l 
car 'Put on a certain train !for your return." And, very defer
entially, he ~d, "Would YOlLmind" just stepping down th'is 
way so that I can filow you the car" - '~arriage" he 
called it. And he took me down, and there 'was a private 
sailon . carriage.. .Apd he asked me how that would do for 
me to ride back to Dublin., I ~ooked- at it, and ·toM h!im 
it wou1d do very we'll; I had no compl~nt to ofife~ at al:J. 
And so when the train was made up, this special car was 
put on ,the end o'f the train, and .'aill the offic!ials were there 
to see that wt! ,were properly sent dff. And II do not mind 
telling you that 'I rather liked !it.. They can do that any 
timel'they like; I show.d not df'fer any objection 'at ali}.. And 
yet tliat lis reaHy, Without exagger~tion; what the Lord is 
doing !for every one of us every day, saying, '~y resources 
are in~mte; r can give you·anything; you are not strait
ened' in me, but oruy ~n yourselves; 'and I 'am waiting to 
give you, and;1 \want to give you. Ask me what shaloJ I 
give you. What wdu1d you Il~e. to have at Diy hands?" 

"Were half the breath 
Oft vainly spent . 

To heaven' in supplicatiion sent, 
..- Our cheerful cry, 

Would oftener be: 
Hear what the !Lord 'has done f6r me." 

"-, 

it:! . 
"Look, how we grov~l here below, 

Fond of these earthly toys, 
While we can neither !fIIy nor go 

To reach immorl:at joys." 

The measure of 'a man spiritually may often 'be' judged by 
the measure of his prayers. Can you wear the same clothes 
yQu wore twenty years ago? ''Oh, yes." That is if you, did 
not wear them out. 1 !have heard o'f grandmother putting 
on her. wedding dress ~to show the grandchildren that 'fash
ions ~ad not changed at all. Can you say the same prayer 
you used twenty years ago? Can you? Are you just making 
the same old.petlitions you made twenty years 'ago? If you 
are, you have nat grown much. We ought to· outgrow our 
babYish prayeJs. "Ask what 1 shald give ,thee." iDo .you not 
see, dear 'friends, th'at our growth in grace may be indi-
cated by the 'breadth o'f our prayers? . 

I hear some people pray !Sometmles, quiet, modest, un
assuming' people, who have very Httle to· say, who pray 
haltingly and stammeringly, 'but in their prayer they quote . 
a promiise, 'and I know they have seen something; 1 know' 
they have seen through that promise into 3: great treasury, . 
and they have 'Said, '~rd give me drat. Nease give me 
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that!" We 'cannot pray worthlly unless we are 'a!lways in 
communication witlh God and listening to'His communica
tions, and His reveIarions df What He wants to do for us. 

Why is it, I wonder~ that aU th!is w~alth is availaJble for 
us, an~ yet H!! requires us ,to ask !Him for it? Why did 'He 
not do for Solomon what He wanted to do instead df say
ing to Solomon, '''Now ask Me what you would 11ke me -to 
d.o 'for you"? Why ,does not God proviidenti'3llly order our 
lives so that we may :be flooded whh these things that He 
deSires to give to 'liS? Why does He wait until we 'ask Him? 
Well, I IIljt'Y not be aIble:to te'll you; 'You may not 'know; but 
we alll 'kpow the fact:' "I wlill yet for this be enquired of 
by the house of Israe1, to do: it 'for them." And we ghal1 
not have these things' unless we ask Ifor them.. Prayer 'is 

for. Just put me anywhere at aM. I am alfralid I have been 
a very poor scho1ar; I do not know a thing, but I want to 
learn, sir. That is what I 'came here for." The Presid¢nt 
reached his hand ~ss his desk and took' the YOUIig 
fdlow by the hand, saYing, "Mr. So-and-So, I want ·to con
gratula~e you. You are ,three 'Years ahead of most of the 
students who come here; it usually takes them about three 
years 'to ,flind out that they do not knOw 'anytbJing, 'and about 
the fourth year we get a chance to teach them somet!hing." 
Yes; and when we come into the presence ,o'f God we, do 
well to take Solomon's position: '''I am but a little chi.ild, 
'and I do not know anything." 11£ some df us could take that 
position we should begin to 'know _ something 01£ the will Of 
God. "Except 'Ye be 'converted, and become as little chil
dren, ye ~~l not' enter into the 'klin'g'dom df heaven." ,the prerequisite to pOwer, and 'to the possession df all 

spiritua:l riches. A prayerless man is !bound, to' bea spiritu-" Solomon was a man who had a big job, and to who~ 
afHy poor man. But everything is ours for the 'asking. life was an opportu7J.ity for great service. His job was so 

I . big, and 'he Ifelt himseilf to be so' little that he was 'humMed 
D. in the very dust, and af.raid' ,to essay the diffioult taSk before 

. Now look lit SOLOMON'S ANSWER: an examiJle o'f a 
worthy response to that diV'~ea'Pproach. And What 'an ex
ample he sets us! He recognized God's 'hand in his yester
days. tHe said, ''''Ilhou hast shewed unto thy servaQ.t Davlid 
my father great mercy. 'I am where I am 'and what I am 
by Thy good gra:ce." It is 'a good thing, dear friends, to 
see God in OUI: yesterda'Ys. Let me warn. you to beware 
d~ tlhat modern craze for undue emphasis upon the pres
ent. Referring 'to the same one on'Ce more, - 'a man who 
had made miH~ons'- When in the witness box in connec-' 
tion with some 'COUlt case certaJin historical events were 
referred to, Mr. Henry Ford said, "W~at -do I care for 
history!" 1])0 you? No man can underStand to-day unless 
he has some knowledge df y*sterday. IPharao\l ~ed his people 
into endless d~lt1ficu1ties because he had no historical per
spective, because he knew not, Joseph. And there are a 
lot df little 'pastors strutting around on their high heeled 
boots, - Did you -know the ladies 'are not t'he only ones 
who we'ar high heeled boots? I have seen 'Preachers with 
them on before now, so high ~hat you thought they -were 

. walking on stilts. So big, and so 'important! "How aston
ishiIlg that anybody shOU'ld ever suppose that 'anything hap
pened before 'I ,'came 'to town"! I think ours ~s the most 
conceited age that ever troubled the world; one wearies of 
r<:adling 'albout it. It is "a good ,thing to do as Solomon dijd:' 
he 'looked back into the past 'and said, "There was some
body before my day who knew something about God: And 
I had never been here if I had not had a godly 'father," -

, Thank God 'if you had - "and ,dle !blessings df a Christian 
nome". 

';; Then be sure yOU! haye the proper attitude whenever God 
speaks .. ISolomoh said, '°1 am but a tittle roMld: I know 
hot how to go out or come in. I 'aID just a babe. I do not 
know anything." I 'heard 01£ a young fellow going to un!i
versity, and being calied into the PreSident's office. The 
President said he woulld liIke to have some understanding 
df where he stood, educationall'Y. "-'Oh," he said, "right at 
the bottom." '''Well, wh"at courses have you taken?" "Oh, 
nothing 'worth m'entioning, sir. I just came he're to get a 
little iearn1ing." "What have you re~d?" '''1 nave not read 
anything." ",But surely yc;>u have read some books? You 
read?" ~'Oh,' yes, yes. I have read something; I have read 
a ~itde, but !it is so litt'le, "and it is df so little .value that I 
do not thin'k it ~s worth mentioning at au' It is' not worth 
my teBing you what I have read." "'Well now what do you 
know?" ','I do I!-~t know 'anything; that is what I came here 

hIim. The boastJful Ibr~art :is never the hero, my dear 
friends, never! It is usually the one ,who feels himself ,to be 
'a tittle dhlld who gets something done. There is not any.; 
tHing we need more than to recogn'ize '$at the dbligations 
of l'ife are so great, and the opportunities o'f service, for 
both God and man, are so immeasurable that we are un
equal to it. Solomon recognized that the 'equipment 'for 
I~i'fe after all was not materia!l, but moral and spiritual. He 
did not ask for riches, position, ,and g'lory. He saic;l, "I am 
here to be a judge of this great people, an:d'I have not any 
wisdom 'a~ allI. Give me an understanding" .:...- literally a 
hearing -' '''heart.' Give me a heart that, willI catch the 
whisper of heaven's 'wisdom, so that: I, shall know bow to . 
judge this so great people." 

You 'and I need to learn that lesson if we are going to 
make a success of lilfe ~n any department Of it. What we 
need above everything e1.se is albility to discern between good 
and evil. Solomon said: "I wapt to know' wh'ich is good, 
and which is evi1, so that I may judge between them." 

{Solomon used his religion to equip himself for the daily 
tasks. Do you pray alOOllt 'Your buSiness? Do you? Do you 

ItaJke Ood. into partnerShip 'in your business? I heard of a 
man who was a mu'ltimi:ll~ionalire" 'and a very influential 
lumber man. 'Someone came to him one day wanting ,to 
sell some vast timber, limits away in some foreign land, -
'tlhousands and thousands of 'acre'S of very valuaJb1e timber 
!land. When he put the proposal before him, th!is great busi
ness man said, "Well, I am very glad to hear your pro
posal, but I have a senior P·artner, to whom all1!hese mat
ters are referred; and I ,wiqll llalke the' matter up with Him. 
I Wiil'! find out what His judgment is, and I will.1et you 
,~now;" "Why," said the other, "You 'Suvpnse me, sir. His 
name, does not appear.in ,the name Of your ifiIm! Is he a 
silent partner? Is He' a large stoc~ho'lder in' the buSiness?" 
"Pra'Clii.'cally, He owns aU 'Ilhe stock, but His Name does not 
appear." His friend said, "I have beal"!i many speak of you, 
sir, but I never thought df your firm as having a partner. , 
I supposed that you, were head df ,the fiIm.""Oh, no; I 
'am a very humble .'member of the firm." ~'I shou'ld like to 
meet the other person, if that were possible, sir, 'when it is 

, convenient." "Why certa[nly, I sha~1 ,be glad to introduce 
you ~ Him any time:" "Is he in town?t', ''Oh, yes, He is' 
right in the Office. Step dl~s way, and I will introduce you' 
to Hlim." He 'led him to a, room dfif his office, and it was 
'a room IfQr p'rayer; and he said, "'1;be Head df th~'S business 
lis yonder. I never undertake any business transaction with-
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_ . out seeking His wisdom. If ~u wi'l1 kneel w~ me I wiH 
in trodu'Ce you to Him." , . -

Oh, ~t is one thing to pray !in prayer meet!ing,' and to 
, praY,on stated occasions, arid under distinctiVely religious 
. 'auspiIces, but I have ,greatly. mistaken the whole purpose 

Of ,the Christi'an re1igion. if it is not designed to help you 
·and, me twenty-four hours of every clay, and seven days 
~ every week, ·and f,jf:ty-two weeks of every year, To .the 
Christian there ought to !be no difference between Sunday 
and Monday, so !far as that is con'cerned. And- if -you are 
'a king on the throne, or whatever your position, you ought 
to recognize 'that you. 'carinot fulfil your Ifunction, and do 
your da!i1y duty,and .live ~ur life'as it ought to be lived, 
unless you have wisdom ifrom;d>ove. So1omon knew it, and 
so he said, '~lease let me have an understandling heart, so 
that in every problem that faces me I shal[ be' able to see 
the ~ine clearly drawn between that whi'Ch 1S gOod, and that 
wlhich is evil, that I may always choosevhe gOOd." Oh, we 
need ,tihat, every one of us ; and it &s our priVilege 'to have at. 

III. 

. And 'then-just 1Ms word-1his was 'mE R'E'WAR!1) OF 
PAITH: "The speech pleased the ILord, that Solomon had 
asked this thlng." I ·wonder do we pray in sutch a way that 
the Lord is pleased wlith our prayers? Did it !!ver occur. to 
you that it is possible, 'by prayer, to p1ease God, to pray· in 
suob a way tpat He is happy to hear. the music of our 
prayers? 'Sometimes I am afraid that we think of Him as 
a gruff sort df Governor, Who, . dr necessi~y, re1uctaritly 
listens t.o IUS when we 'are malking our requests,. 'and is glad 
when we are done With them. But '1!hat is not so. A friend' 

. told me one time that' he had a busy day and had shut 
h!imself up in h~ study, and gave orders. that ndbody was 
to· come to see him 'at all; and if 1!he telephone rang they· 
were to report that !he 'was busy. If 'anybody oaIlled - it did 
not make any difference Who - he had an !important en
gagement, and he.had to prepare 'for it; 'and no one was 
pexmiued to see·him. In Ifact he said, ''Now remember, . 
nothing sho~ df the house on ifi~ mu9t disturb, me, no mat
ter who it ~s.u When he was right lin ·the midst of the work, 
th~ door opened, and in wa!lked his majesty - about 'four 
years old. iHe c'a,me over' to his !father's desk without ·any 
apologyait all. . His -·father said, gruffly,' "What do you '. 

j want?" ''Nusslin'.'' And'!he !began to climb up on to his 
. :father's knee. "What did you 'Come 'here for.?" "Oh, just 

to te'll you that I· 'love you.!!>I '90. not suppose it spcli'led his 
st~dy; and I have not;any doubt at allithat it pleased him. 

as though you did not ,believe 1hem. Nothing will pleaSe: 
anyone like' being trusted; and 'that &.S especially tru~ with 
God, ,because He j.s God. "ASk ,wh·at I ~ give thee.'" 

When you ask :the thing which i'S 'in accord with ·the ~i'Ji1 
of God - .. the understanding !heart - 'YOU 'have .asked fOT 

all other. things·· with it.. i])o I YOll rem~r what 'Christ 
sllid ~n'.theiNew Testament, ','Seek ye first the kingdoui of 
God, and His righteousness; .,'and '3111 these thingiI gpaJ.J. be 
a'dd~d unto 'you",? l1he Lord said, '·Solomon, p~a'Use thou 
hast asked· this 1!hing, and because ,thou hast not asked 
xiiches, ,and honour, and the fife of ~hine enemies, but has 
asked only 'an' understanding heart, I will ·give you what 
yoil !have asked Ifor; 'and over and above it I will g!i~ you 
the things you did not ask..for. YOU sha:II be richer than 
any king Of your time." And 10ng a!fter.ward'S you remem-, '. 
Il;>er how Jesus said 'that even Solomon 5n 'aJ}1 his glory - as . 
though it. were -the standard. Qf magnificence·....:..:.. was not 
'arrayed like one df .t:heSe FiHes. And he said, '~y implication, 
"You can be 'looked aliter just like the 'lilies if you will ·trust 
Him." What 'a privilege. it is" to pray .. "W!hat a friend .we 
have in Jesus." iDid you Sing 'it ,to-night? I,t is one of the . 
oldeSt hYmns, but· what could 'we, sing better! 'Let us ask 
Hlim f(~r w~t we need, and what we·~t to~night: 

"What a frierid we have in jesus, 
A11. our sins and griefs to bear.! 

Wh'3It a privilege to carry -. 
.' . Everything Ito God ~n prayer! 

Oh, wlhat peace -we dften forfeit, . 
, Oh, what need1e$s pain we bear -:-:

. A~( because we do not carry . 
. 'Everything to 'God in prayerl~'· 

Juiy 31, 1930. , 

. on .' . 
. ·1ht·Alr 

-Jarvi$ 
The thing, that Solomon asked pleased the Lor..d. I 1Jhink 

He 10ves ·to hear . our devotlions, .. even when we !have no 
requests to make, and we just 'Come to tell Him that we . 
iove Him, and !have no special petition ,to present for His . 
ifU'lIfIi1'rnent.· But !lothing pleases the /Lord like taking Him 
at His word. Without !faith :it is imipOS~'lbie to plea'Se God, 
or to please anyone else 'for that matter. You can go up to 

Street ) 
8aptisr 
Ot,urt~ 

a man and say to him, !'Mr. So--and-So, I have heard a fot 
about you. I have been toM that you are a very handsome 
man, a!1d I really bel~eve YOU. ·are. 'I !have !been' told that 
you are very skilful' in 'a very partiC'u~ar art, or undertaking 
Of' some sort. 'I have seen what you have done, and 1 
marvel at your sMB." And you multiply complijments; pi1e 
it on as thick as you like. "'Arid I have been told in addi
tion to thait, that nobody.can be1ieve a 'Word you 'Say; and 
I think tlhat is. about right .too." You have not pleased him 
With aU your compliments. You have done anything 'but 
please him. You cannot please anyone /by telling ,that person 
that you do not lbeiJieve him or her -..:.. arcting toward them 

Sund.~y .7.30 ~ 8.jQ p-.m. 
, . . 
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Trophies- Of Grace In ,Martinique 
• • • I • 

I HOPE you' !have re
I::eived new's' from 

the Martin[que field 
by our brother Tyson.' 
Certainly, his ministry 
i~ the preax:hing of the 
Word of God was a 
blessing, and he 
preached the Go~l 
with a deep cO'nvifotion, 
in.a dear and 'excel-

, lent French. (French d 

is taught in' TO'rontO' 
Baptist Seminary~Ed.) 

The wO'rk in the 
prison cO'ntinue~, well, 
with the grace O'f GDd', 
but nDt withO'ut ,some 
anxiety, as Paul said: 
"until Christ be fO'rmed 
in them." Several men' 
are nDW free, and they 
have need of the grace 
Of God to' resist all the 
temptations dE tJhe Evil 
one. FO'r several 0'£ 
them~Jt is a daay fight, 

I was happy, on Sun
day 'evenings, when 
our brother took my 
place and preached the 
Gospei messrage. He 
was always appreciat
ed, a'lso in the little 

Baptismal candidates - Fort-de-France 

Ibu t God is powerfu1 to' 
keep them faithful. We 
must pray much 'for 
these conveIits in the 
prisO'n, bttause they 
have a very yO'ung -~ 
faith and thedifficull-

Chrlisrian groups in the villages, Vautlin and 'Basse PO'inite. 
We say our t!hanlks to the Jar;vis Street Church and the 

. Seminary for the help df O'ur hrofuer during 1!he summer 
time, and we hope that rtihe 'Martinique ex;periences wN[ be 
a blessing IfO'r 'brother Tyson, in his knoWledge oIf the mis
siO'n's work, its pains, dli1Eficulties and a'lso ,5.ts jO'y in the 
Lord. 

Qne O'f th~ last Sundays of the presence of 'Mr. Tyson, 
we had twelve baptismS in the gu[if of Forrt-de-France. It 

. was a litt!le group df our cO'nverts!from the last year, severa:l 
young C.hristians have stilI, diffiowlries in their families, who 
are GaJrhO'1,il::. Bilt aU our· members are Ifervent in ifaitJh and 
'in witnessing. You know, to win just one soU'llfor Christ is 
a great victO'ry in a cO'untry where tJhe dergy dO' not cease 
warning t?e Catholks nO't to listen to' the Evangelicals. 

ties are numerous. The 
most dangerous yf 'the prisoners, whO' has been transfO'rmed 
fO'liowing hrs 'conversion is now !free. ~e O'btained the par
don df the President of France for his good conduct, and 
now rejO'ic~s in_the "glorious 'l'iberty of the chlil~ren O'f 
God." , _ 

Excuse, please, my EngVish! 'During t!he summer· Brother 
Tyson helped me ,to wrrte Engliish, now you are dbliged to 
read my Franco-English. Once'again, I express to you our 
gratitude for the interest and fur the help in our mission
ary work. 'May the Lord render to the dear Church-family 
in abundant blessings what YDU 'are dO'ing !for us! Afftt
tiiO'nate greetings to, you, dear Pastor Slade, to' Mrs. Slade 
and the dear church. ' 

YqurS verycordiaIIy, 
E. ITTY 

Another Eye-Witness Account 
"NO'W dO'n't fO'rget, Monsieur Teezon, to'morrow morn:ing' 

at 7.30." It was my 'last -Sunday in Martinique, and I had 
been [odking .forward toseeingt!he baptism of these dozen 
children·df God. The bus was to' leave the centre oIf Fort
de-France at the above, early hO'ur, and the ba'Ptismal meet
ing Was to begin half an hO'ur later at quite 'a secluded spot 
a few kilO'metres 'frdm. ,the to'wn .. The comparative seclusiO'n 
wal! \::'ons'idered desirable as on the ocCasion of a previous 
bapt1zing there had lbeen much mO'ckery from onlookers, 
whO' thus did much to spoi'l the spiritual atmosphere dE the 
gathering. Actually, the fact tHat i.t had been held on 
Assump1!ion Day - when they take a statue of Mary Qn 
a sightseeing tour in honO'ur O''f her supPosed 'bodily '<lSCen-' 
SiDn intO' heaven - had much to dO' wffth it. 

The great moment has arrived 'as each oandidate 'for 
bapt'ism wades O'ut to' where Mr. Itty and the deacon are 
to immerse them. A bystander says, ""So thlis· is baptism, is 
it?" ''Yes,'' I tel~ him, "are yO'u'a GathO'lic?""Qu:i." "Well 
di'd I yO'U know that the Oa1ihO'Iic Church practised baiptism 
that way 'fQr centuries?" He could nO't deny it, and he 
appears to' see that mere waiter cannO't regenerate a baby 
who does nO't 'know what is gOing Qn. . 

Back at the hal,l 'alfter the reguiarservice the members 
idDng with t!he newly baptized go to' the front t~ ,stand 
around 'the table fO'r 'the second church orOinance. The 
RO'manists 'can have their mass and the other six sacra
ments: here \vere people who knew what 'baptism rea'11y 
WilS; who knew what they were dding when they took not 
O'nly the bread but the wine; whO' had I::oruessed their sin 
to GO'd direct; who knew more a'bout marriage than the 
Roman dhurdh there with their almost neglected sacrament 
Df [t; and whO' will have nO' need ,df extreme unotJion and 

. nO' fear O'f _pick-podket purgatory, Not long before, a!l'l of _ 
these new meimberS had given their testimony in publ'ic, and 
apart from two O'r three whO' had been brought up in fam
ilies that had been evange1kal !for sdme time, aH' df them 

_had been deIivered from the Holy Church. At least one 
mentioned visions or dreams ,whrch had lIed her to Ohrisf:.- , 
tlhlis seems to -/be 'a cO'mmon feature o'{ Martiniquan testi
mDnlies. 'But wnaJtever the details of the tes(unony, one 
,t!hing ",vas certain: theycO'u'ld now worship in spirit anld in ..... 
truth. 

The power of the Gospel has made itself !felt at the 
'MaisO'n Centrale - the tDwn prison. Of the severa'l con
versions, the mQst outstanding is thaJt O'f the brot'her who 
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recenVly' o'btained the pardon df the ,Presipent of France. 
\He was really notorious, and had spent -!fourteen years' in 
prison, interspersed With periods of freedom apd crime. 
Once he was chained to appear in 'C,oU:l1~; but ,as French ~aw 
does not aliow 'a person to be tried with chains, they were 
taken, off. He immediate;ly attacked the one standing next
to him, and everybody fled. In prison he ,was to'ld nQf to 
dishonour the CathoIi'C 'chapei by his entering ,it. Everybody 
le!f.t him. Bu~ once when 'Mr. Itrt:y was preaching there, he 
surrendered to Ohnst;and now his gentleness and trust in 
tlhe Lord are 'a striking testimony to the power4 the grace 
of God: ' , 

'''Has she seen· the Virgin?' th'at is the question that 
thousands of Martiniquans are asking themseh'es." So re-
ported the Communist paper Fort-de-France. (The mayor 
was once a Commun;ist, 'but when_ he went to France he' 
became disillusioned, and on his ,return he carried the 
whole town wi,th him). So 'in the ~nterests, of public in
fOI1mation '''JuSitice'' sent some reporters to Morne-Pitault 
to see the 'now well 'known Antoinette. They, found> that she 
wa's a young girl1like other young girls, 20, gay, ful:l of life, 
and -sure of herself. 'She was never part:licularly austere and 
religious. She liked 'l,iife, dandng, and "les flirts". She was 
not the bac'kward counrtrywoman. To the questiions of the 
hundreds of people who had 'come from the four _corners 
o'f the Island ,to see her, thi's ex-employee of the Olymp'ia 
cinema would answer SOIIl:ctime's a:m~aIQ1y, sometimes dry'ly. 
According- to the story she gave t6 the reporters of "Jus-

'. ' 

cice", she was dOing th~ w~hing on ·the 24th df,August, at . 
about 10 a.m. when !!he Virgin appeared to her. FolloWing 
this she began 'to do a pena:ce Of 45 decades of the rosary 
eVery day; and the white gavb she 'was' wearing was' im· 
posed by the Virgin because, she wou~d not become a nun, 
beling too fond of lIife in t!hiS world. For many days .the 
Virgin had appeared to her at Ifive in the morning' and six 
,in the eveting. She was known as the goddaughter Of a 
well 'known "seandere" of DucoS, and she had more or less 
helped her in her very particu1aT .'profession ---: the black 
art: (This exerts a tremendous infiluente in Martinique). 
The paper '~ks, "Doers she count on entering this career 

'when her godmother will no longer be there?, ... Does ,She 
rea~ly be1ieve she ha's seen the Virgin 'or is she playing in 
order to mra:;ke pulbllircity for tIle f.uture? ... Would she be ..... 
rtihe victim dfmystic troubles whose treatment would depend J ' 
on med.icine?" .A!pparently, dilflferent stories were going 
,around, not necessarily authen·1iic. Acc,ording to one I was 
told, Antoinette told the bishop and priests wihoquestioried 
her that the Virgin had told' her not to attend mass any 
more; so theY,'angri'ly left her to herself. Why were they not 

,angry with the Virgin? , 
An unusual eveht, but one sees something of the at

,mosphere in which the popu1ation lives; and it is against 
t~is background Of sorcery, sU!perst:lition, and corrupt religion 
that the Gospel is being preached ~d showing its effec
tiveness. WiH you 'help with your prayers? 

P. TYSON 

Fro·m 'French News Releases 
~' 

OTT A!W A (c'cc) _ The rDiefenbaiker Government has no 
more, ,intent!ion of appointing an Ambassador 'from Canada 
to ,the Vatican than had the 'Saint-Laurent. That is t,he 
reply made, the 30th of October, in the Com~ons, by the 
prime min1ister to a question ·asked by M'r. Wilfrid Lacroix, 
lrber:al member for Quebec-·Montmorency. 

11he liberal member had mentioned the pub1lication of a 
de'c'Iaration 'by fue Irish Amlbassador, 'Mr. Thomas J.' Kier
nan, made at ,vhe Newman IC-lub df Ottawa, on the subject 

. Of dip1omatic-representarion df different countries to the 
Va1Jican. Among the 'free nations of the world, Oanad'a is 
one o'f the few rare 'countries wHich has no diplomatire repre
senrtation at the Vatican: The large majority of the toun
tries abstaining belong to the communistic /bloc. The exact 

- reply of Mr. rDiefi:mbaker to MT. Lacroix 'is this, ."1 did 
not read the news. Whcn I have read it, I wi~l be ina 
position .to give 'to the parliamentary representa,tive the 
same kind of answer which the Iformer prime minister, Mr. 
Sain't-Lau'rent, was in the habit of giving to 'simifa·r' 
questions;" 

ViATJ!OAN OITY (ccc.) Orr the holy day df Christ the 
King, His Holiness Pius XII ina!lgurated the new trans-
mission centre d£ Radio Vatican, situated a't Santa M'ati'a 
di Galleria, ,20 mi'les from Rome. The c~remony took place 
the 27th of Octdber. 

This new" station, more ~weiful than the one ~n exist
ence since 1931 and equipped WIth the most modern tech
n'fcai developments, w'm permit tht,: voice' of the Vatican 
to be heard vhroughout the world. ' , 

, . 

Xni.rjJdA (II ~1mnJ,JJAI .{ 

'MO~R'EAL ('COC.) The Montreail area has more than 
21,000 Knights, of COlumbus. That is what Judge T. A. 
Fon'ta'ine revealed in the course of the Annual Congress of 
districts No. 32 and 48 October 15th. ' 

In the ;annual report appearing in "Cdlom:bia", the 
month:ly magazline df the Knights Of Columbus, printed in-
English we find tlhe following:- ' 

I. 

"t\mong the' many amievements Of which the 
Kn'ights olf Columbus may boast, none 'is·more worthy 
01£ 'Commendation tha,n the, Cathdlic AdvertiSing Pro
gram, whiqh is now in its te,nrth year. The fact that 
during the past twe'lve months the number of inquiries 
recelived as a 'result of our advertisements increased 
more than 340,000, to a Jota1 of 2,650,730, and that. 
the enrol1lments for instruction in the Catholic refigion 
during the same period }ncreasoo more than 35,000, 
to a total'df 266,149, is conv~ncing proOf of 1Jhe 'wide-' 
spread interest in the :truths conterning our holy 
religion 'and' ~he splendid cont~"bution our Order is 
making toward satisfying this need.'.' 

JlUJm India 
KOTIlAYAN, 'INDIA (cdc)'. The 28th Catholic, W~-' 

men's Co~lege, bui1t e~ecia11y because Of the generosity of 
American CathoIi'c,s since 1955 wa'S /b1essed recently by His 

, Exc. Mgr, Thomas Tharayil, bishop of Kottayan. ' 

r:' •• 

'Ibis College is arf.firliated .'With the University Of Kerola., . 

oW. P. BAUMAN 
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The Bi·ble Doctrine of Sin 
By C. D. Cole 

Dean Emeritus' of TO'r.!"'to Baptist Seminary , 

VI. THE PUNISHM,ENT OF SIN 
~ , 

No CRI(MINA'L will enjoy 3:. ie'Oture on the 1lime, place, have written, '''For unto us 'a ch!i!ld is born, unto us a son 
. 'and nature of the puniShment ,robe meted out to him is given: and the government sha'll be upon his shoulder: 

by the state, and..J1o lost person wiill enjoy a sennon on and his naine shalll be Galled 'Wonderful,)CounseUor, The 
/ the 'Punishment !he will receive for his violation Of the laiW mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 'Prince of p,eace." 

of God. Wlhen "Pastor" R.ussel'! w~ speaking ,to 'a :large Moreover, a sermon on this solemn theme may, under God, 
crowd, ;in deniall oIf eterna~ !p'Unishment, a ·tho~ughly put !fear into Ithe hearts of sinners and cause them· to cry 
worldly man promised him a Hbera'l donation, because he out, 'What must I do to be s'aved? "~Because there is wrath, 
said :i,t made him so Comifortaible to feel th'3J1: there is no beware 'lest he ,ta:ke thee alWay with !lris stro'ke; then a great 
he~l. And when Robert Ingersol[ was once rai'ling against ransom cannot deliver,thee" (Job 36: 18). "I,t is appointed 
this solemn truth, a drunkard staggered to his !feet and unto men once to die, but after this tiQ,e judgment" (Heb. 
sl!.'id, ".Ma!ke lit mighty strong, !Bob" for a lot. 0'£ us fellows 9: 27) . And "EX'Cept ye repent ye shall 'ali :llikewise perish" 
are depend~ng on you." And every lost man vainly hopes (Luke 13:'3). 
there is no sU'ch thing and place as h~l'l. ·1. . ' 

There is widespread d~nia[ of the truth we are .now con. :fHE NATURE OF MIAN 
sidering.· I expect more literature !is being circulated today 'Man is. a compound being of body, soul, and spirit (1 
against this t·ruth than any other. truth Of the Bible. It has Thess. 5: 23). We can also thlnk Of man ·as a dual being, 
been stigmatized ·as unreasonable, erue'l, and God·dishC?n- 'when we wish to diltiferentiate between that which !is IDa
oring, . and ,those who preach it. !have been ca!l1ed narrow teriail and ,that which is immateria!l.: Our Lord divided man 
-bigots, Pharisaic dogmatists, 'and heart!less theologians. You 'into two 'consdituent elements', when He achnoni~ed us not 
can hardly name a modern sect that does not either deny to feaJr theIri which 1d1~ th'e :body, but are nbt a:ble to krIl 
outright, or else eviScerate thlis Bible doctrine. Besides sU'ch the soul, but to fear Him ·who is aJb'le to destroy both soul 
groups as Christian Scientists (?), Jehovah Witnesses (?), and body in gehenna (Matt. 10:·.28). . . 
Seventh Day Adventists, and Modernists Of all stripes, the~ Theologians have 10ng differed as to whether man lis a 

, are many individuals 'in evange~icail. chUrChes who bold[y twofOld or a tripartite being. Bilt their differences on this 
and brazenly deny this truth, while many others so'ft.pedal matter 'are not serious and do not involve 'any vlital truth. 
it. We acknOwll~ge tlhat no truth Sh~ld be rejected be- A. H. oS'trong iputs "the matter like this: "Man's nature is 
cause he~etics rna , '~old ~t, but wt~~ such a~ iinpo'S!ngarray not· a three-storied 'hoU'se, but a two-storied house, willh 
of ;them IS on on ~lde of 'a question, ,there IS cerwmy need windows in the upper story looking in two directions _ 
for serious relfle'ctlOn, and. we are dhaUenged to '''Prove aU toward ear.th and toward heaven. The lower story is the 
things; hold fast ,that whiCh is good." .. ' 'physica!l. part of us - the body. But man's upper story !has 

Those Of us who 'Preach the truth of eternal punishment two 'aspects; there is an out;loqk towards things below, .and 
need to be warned against preaching it in a cruel and harsh· a skylight through wHioh we 'can see ,the stars." Hovey says 
·and blatant,manner. We must have no vengelfui spirit, for that the sool Is spirit, modified by union with the body. 
vengeance is the sole prerogatlive of God. It w·as Robert ·F. W. Grant makes this distinction between Soul and spirit: 
McCiheyne 'Who saId that die preache'r ought never to ~'k "The 'soul' ~s in Scripture 'the seat Of the. passions, emotions, 
df everlasting punishment, without tears. In a !Pastors' Con- sensibility,as ithe 'spirit' 0'£ the mental and moral adjust. 
iferente on a Monday mornIng, the 'Pastors 'were telling of ment. The spirit in man is that whi'ch knows ,the ,things of 
their ser-mons on th~ previous Lord's Day, ·when a young man (1 Cor. 2: 11). But he learristhem, gathering the 
pastor arose and said, ''II gave them hell yesterday." An materia:ls of judgment ,through ·the sou~ - ,t'he senses; -and 
older brother arose and asked, "lOid you do it with com-as the body be'gin'S'to develop before even 'the soul, so does 
passion?'" We should never preach on !hel1as though we the 'Soul before the sp'ir.it. -'Spirit in man aepends thus, 
wanted anyone to go there. reaUy upon . the sou~; 'and iit is striki~g ·that just when absent 

'We are to preadh upon this solemn theme, first of al,l, !from the body, this real distin'Ction begins to manifest it
becau'Se it i'S a pa.r.t Of the, once-delivered faith. Whatevet self. The soul 5Ulvive'S, indi:!ed, the strO'k~ of death; but is 
God has revealed is to be our stu'cly and procIamation. now c.;al~eId what he never was before, a 'spirit'" (Luke 
Besides, a discussion of this trutl'i w'i~d arouse -the grao.tude ·24:37-39; Acts 23:8, 9; Heb. 12:23; 1 Peter 3: 19). 
df the redeemed for their glorious 'Salvation. They will see 11he soul being the 'Principal part "of the man, the worp 
th3J1: they have been saved from somethlingas well as to 'is oiften eIDp!oyed 'for 'the wh01e man. 'In Gen. 2: 7 we read 
sOmething. Donald F. Acklland says tlhat we need to recover that God brea'thed into Adam's nostrils the. breath of. life 
the capacity to wonder. We are a~.'l'iproneto take our (Helb. "lives") :and he became' a !living sou1; that is, a 
salvation too much for granted, as !if ·lit were 'a smalll bless- 'living person. In Ex. 1: 5 we a..re told that seven~y souls 
ing, or something' deserved. We 'ought to be :amazed when -caine out oIf the ioin'S of Jarob, meaning seventy persons. 
we sing ".Amazing Grate". "Ye· ouglht to be swept Off our In 1 'Peter 3 :20 we learn that eight souis; that .is, eight 
feet in wondennent at t!he very thought of God giving up persons were saved by water. The word "so~l" is even used 
His only begotten Spn ,in death to keep us out of hell. df a dead person. In Numbers 6':6 the Israelite was warned 
Isaiah must hav~ been fiUed with wonder when he wrote, not·to approa'ch a dead body. 'In -t!he original the word for 
'~Be!hold, 'a' virgin sha'l~_oonceive, and bear 'a'son, and shal~ '~dy" is nephesh (soul), 'and -the olause, }If literally ren
ca~l his name Immanuel." And .wit!h amazement he must dere'd, wOU'ld be, "And he 'Shall not appro~h a dead soul", 

/ 
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thru1; is, a dead person. The ·wpm nephesh. (s01.1'I) is trans-· 
lated "'body" eight ,times in our En·gllish iBible, but 'this must 
not be. t~ken. to mean that soul fUld body. a·re the same. 
Our. Lord'dearly distinguished 'between soul and body in 
M-aJtt. 10.:28. . 

In the New Testament the immaterial o~ inv'is1ble part 
of man is spoken of ,as the rea'l person;lin distinollion from 
the. bod'y, as tlhe house' in {:..,hich· 'h~ Fives. 2 Cor., 5: (: 
" ... we know that if our eartlli.ly house of this tabernaC'le 
were dissolve'cl, ... for in 'this we groan ... " The pronoun 
"we" so often occurring in .this passage stands 'for the soul 
or splirit, which dwells for a while 'in the mortrul bedy, and 
then moves out to go 'to b.e with Christ. THis --Certainly 
te3!ches conscious existen'ceifor the Christians after ·death. 

The'Scriptures also· teach 'the conscious existence of 'bhe 
lost rufter de3ith. The rich m'an was in 'Consci01:ls torment 
3!1iter death, and Lazarus was in· conscious .comfort. 

. Not a Parable 
'I.do not Cil'll ·the story of Lazarus and the ri'ch man a 

· paraJble. Our Lord did not say, "Hear another parable,"· 
lleither does the Holy Sp'irit say that He was speaking :in 
parable. The rich man and Lazarus ,were actua1 characters, 
WhOse .history in rhis worM ana beyond is sdlenmly traced 
for o)lr learning and warning. Moreover, names 'are intro
duced, a thing willhout· pre'Ceden't "in our Lord's parables. 
What is said of the two men in th~s 'lij!fe is 'quite 1n keeping 
with 'actua1 occurrence; tihere'fore, what is said of them in 
death and af.terward must also be true· ... to facts. We grant 
that ,the physical torment is .symbolical, 'but lit ·is ,a symlbdlism 
of soul torment. Is the symb01ism terdble? Then the truth 
intended t.o be taught is also terrible.' .. 

./-
. .' The Martyr Stephen . 

,When 'Stephen ,was martyred, h~s 'body felllin death under 
a ihail dr..stones, but he said to Christ, '''Lord Jesus, receive 
my 'S!pi~it." Phy~ica!l dea,th is ,the separation df the soul or 
spirit 'from the 'body.-James say~ that the body without the 
spiri,t is dead (Jas. 2: 26). . . 

Paul's Experience .. 

Hevers are 1;!ot ,righteous personallly; that is, by their own 
obedience; o!1hey are righteOU,~ representatively 'and impur 
tative1y by' the obedience of Christ, their Surety. 

The deat'h. ot'hreatened aga5nst; and 'Passed. unto -all men 
. was -not corporeal death merely. PhySicall deaJth is a'mere 

in'cident and is not universal.' There have been two notable 
excepcion~ (;Enooh and Elijah), and there wj:ll Ibe many 
more. When-'the LOrd returns, uWe.srral[ not all sieep, but 
we shaH al'l be changed; ... for the trumpet shall sound, 'and 
the dead shalll be . raised incorruptible, and we shalll be 
'changed" (1' Cor. 15: 5'1, 52). Furt'h.ennore, physical de'ath 

.. did not O'C'Our until some 930 years aliter the sin was 
'Comm[tted; whereall, God said, "·in. the day thou e'altest 
theredf thou shah surely die." . 

l1he dealth ~hidh passed to all men was ·.the death of man 
·con~idered as a mora!l ·and ,~ounttaJble being. THis death 
is the loss df Divin'!;! ifavouT 'and exposure to Divine wraJth. 
Sin ~epara:tes from God arid brings His condemnation. Man 
broke with¥God when ihe tried' 10 seiZe the reins of govern
ment and do 'as he pleased.' The sinner, even when aJl~ve 
physical'Iy, is a!'ienated !from the lilfe Of God ('E)ph. 4: 18; 
Col. 1:21). , . ' . . 

Life and Death 
. The ·words "life" . and "dearh:' 'are ·antonYms~_.and it is 

axiomatic 1'hat a man cannot be hoth dead and alive ·in 
the s'~e sense 'at the same .time. But one may be dead in 
one sense and allive in another sense at the same time. This 
is obvious from Ithe .saying·of our Lord ': "Let the dead 
bUry their dead." He must !have meant 'for those who are 
dead moratly to bu·ry the .phyS'icaJI. dead. 

Life and dea·th are not synonyms of exiisten'Ce and non
existence, but rather oIf 'COnditions df existence. Death never 
means 'non-existence or die 'c~SS'aJtion of. being. 'In the moraf 
sense, life is a condition of existence, and death is th.e op
posite cond[tion df existence. To' hav.e li1fe as a motal beIng 
is to exist under. the Ifavour of God and to be' free ~rom 
,:ondemnation. ro Ibe dead as a morall being is to.. exist 
without Hi'S 'favour ,and to be exposed to His wrath. This 
wiH become more apparent as we/conti~'Ue. . 

. Paul had some wondevful e~tiences' on ,a:c'Count of 
wh!ich he was gliven a thorn in the !filesh to keep him humble. . 
,?nc~ he was caught up into paradise wihere he heard ".un-· 
speakable woros which it is not 'lawf.ullfor 'a man to utter" 
(2 Cor. 12: 4). lHe says tha't he did not know whethe'r he 
was in 't'h.e body or out of the body; only God knew. This 
certa,inly teaches rh:a:t !l disembddied spirit can conscious1y 

HI. 
THE FIRST AND SECOND DEATH 

M~n as a 'Physical and aIk> as ·a moral being, is subject 
to two kinds df death; namely, physical and mora;}. There is 
only one' death df the body lfor man. '''It :is 'appointed unto 
me.n once, to die, 'hut" aifiter th'is t!he judgment" (Reb. '9';. 27): 
Notice the accuracy of Scripture. 'It ,is not "ilian", ~the gen
eri(>, but "men" ·as individ\.!als .. Physicall death 1'5 not ap
pointed· for "man", the whole race, but Ifor "men". Ex
cei}:16ons nave a1ready been pp~nted.ou~ . 

· exist and be iinteUigendy 'aotive. P.a;uI did not thlinlk, as 
some do ,today, that a disembodied spirit is·' a 'self-'Contra
diction. 

. . ' II .. 

. '" THE WAGES OF SIN 
"The ~ages of sin is death." God said to Adam concern· 

iI?--g the forbidden Ifruit, "In rhe day tJhaJt tihou eatest t'heredf 
thou sha'lt surely die" (Gen. 2.: 17). Thlis threatened penalty 
O'f death was not 'pronounced upon Adam as a pvivaJte 'Per
son merelly, but as a public -and represental'ive person. Jt 
was a race 'Penalty. "Where'fore" 'as 'by one man sin entered 

· into the world,' and dea;th by sin; and so deaJth passed upon 
a'll men, Ifor that 'a!ll hav~ sinned" (Rom. 5: 12). The first 
sin was a race sin and' the penal'ty thereof must have been 
'a ra'Ce penahy. The whole human mce was in Adam, tlhe 
first man, both semimrlly and legallly, and his 'act was con· 
side"red 'as ,t:heil' act; not personaHy ·but representative'ly. 
Every man 'by nature. is gu~lty 'With Adam's guiilIt, ju'S't as 
every believer is righteous with Christ's righteousness. Be-

I 

'Man, considered 'as a moral.being, may experience tWo 
deaths, ·'Ca:lled -the first and liecond. All the saved will'l h-ave 
e~periell{:ed but one death; "all who are not saved. will ex-' 
perience two deathS. "He "that overCom~tlh shall not be 
hmt of t'he' se'cond" death" (Rev. 2: 11) . Nobody has 
escaped the first dea;t:~, for tha.t" death passed upon a:l'l men. 

The 'first death is dearly defined in the. Scriptures: . it 
is ,to·be "dead in law," or judidia1 death. lit is to be· dead 
iin !tresp,asses ·and sins. 'I t is ~e3Jth in the sense df gu~lt and 
depravity. It is the d~th 01£ condemnacion. The antith~sis 
01£ jud~cia!l death.is "justificalion of "~ife" (Rom. 5: 18). "He 
,t!hat heareth my worcl. and believeth on !Him th'aIt sent me,. 
hath everlasting .Fife, ·and.shrull not come into condemnatiQn; 
hut ~s 'Passed from' .death unto 1ife" (Jno. 5: 24). 'Everlast- . 
ing . life is' equivalent ito jtistiilica.tion, as opposed to ''Con
demnation. As a mora:J. b~ing, the ibeHever is justified by 
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God, and wrll never. again be. condemned. He has passed. 
out !from under the sentence df condem.na1.1ion - the curSe 
oIf God's q,a.w - 'and. ex!ists ,under "the fuvor of God. iL~e 

. and death :in the judicia1 sense 'are 'generaJIly ovevlooked by 
- ~ommentators. '.. . 

The bel1iever is ,told to reckon himsellf as dead tQ si~ and 
alive to God -through Christ (Rom. 6: 11). This means that 
the ~eliever is dead to the guilt of'sin - no lopger exposed 
to the wrath of.God -.:.. and is ~~ve or justi!£!ied before God 
by virtue o'f the ~'mPUteid rig'htepusness of Quist. We also 
have ,this aspect of 'life and de'ath ijn,l Jno. 5: 12: "He that 
hath the Son. hath life'; and he .tqat hath not the Son of 
God hath not l~fe." And again, .''He :that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life·: and he ·that believeth not the 
Son shall not see·I[lfe; hut the wrath of GOd abideth 'on 
'h!im" (J no. 3: 36.). The sword 01 'Divine ~ustii'Ce hangs over 
the head '01£ 'the unbeliever; the benedictions o'f. the heav- . 
enly F,ather are pronounced 'upon the believer in Christ. .... . 

"I:he Second Death 
The second death...is punishment in the lake of !fire, -for 

both soul and, body. 'Physic'al death 'is not everlasting, for 
"there shaiJ.I be a resurrection df -the dead, both of the just 
and unjust" (Acts 24: 15). Dea.th (dead' bodies) and 
hades. ('lost souls) are to Ibe cast linto the 1ak~ 01£ !f:ire (Rev. 
20 :.14). And this is the se'cond death. We w'i1'1 not here 
and now give prodf that. ,tihe second death is eternal. This 
wiN be done 'in/a later 'ar-ticle (D.V.) .lHowev~r, it does not 
seem reasonable ·that the !fire will bum 'up the wicked, in 
the sense of putting them out of e1ci.stence. If this were true, 
the only-dilflferen'ce between the martyred sa~nts and 'the' 
wicked would be ~n time 'and plaiCe df su1ffering. T~e mar-

. tyrs (many of them) were burned .to·death, and if theiT 
toI'rilentors 'are only to be bll'rned up and' put 'oult 01£ ex'iSt
ence, then their sailvation was not the precious thing . they 
sUipposed it 1'0 be. A man who be'lieved in conditiona:l im
mOIltaHty once contended with ~e writer,. »hat there is no 
'Scripture which teaches that the wlitked win suffer .~n he1'l 
-longer than five minutes. Cheap salvatio~! Sweet morsel to 
the wicked! if'that were true~ . ; 

(To be continued) 

-, ... The Cart Before The' :Hors,e .? 
.l OCORDING to the director of United Church of Can .. 
ft ada' Nationa!l Evangelistic Mission as ~eported in The 
Toronto Star; "Ohurches should pla'ce more expphasis on 
att'acking col'lecrive sin." "Mu'Ch sin 'is' committed under 
sO'cia1 pressure ,and the 'churC'h should [ight the socia'l pres
sure rather than aiming its eiflforts at the individual." 

'.'The di?-urt:h mus't aim at converting governments, ~ham
bers of commerce and trade. unions, a~d to ~o ~his 'spirituall 
power must speak to secular.power.''' 

The sociail gospel. wouM take ·th~ resppnslib!il'ity of sin 
away frdm -the ~ndividual an~ put the :responsilbility of sin 
to socicd pressure. Utha't be true one should !figlht the so~i'al. 
pressure;!But where does God's Word put the r~PQnsibiJity 
for sin? Wil'! society give· ~n actfbunt for· my sin? iJ)0~ not 
the social gospel give' .a, cloak df fiJlse ~nnoCen'Ce and re
sponsi!hi'lity - upon' tjhe sinner !by saying, 'aifter al[ -you :were 
made to ·siri und!!T 'pressu~e, and you, are not fuBy re-. 
sponsible? . :. .-'. . 
'. According to Scrip~ure is Qot Sill 3J~ve. alI lit personall 
responsi:\)i!l'ity?, Is not society mape up of' in~i~dua:l sin
ners? !Sure1y,':'~ere [s not a just nl'ru,:t upon earth, that doet!h 

· good, and sinnetJi not" (.Ecc~ 7:'20)'" :"Whereifore, as by one 
man sin entered into .the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passe~ upOn 'l;I.lI men, for tttat .aU nll;ve sinned" (Rom. 
3: 1'2). How 'COU'ld sodety 'be any.thing else wheli'it if!' made 

· up'df unrege'rieiatc!!? Do we deslire to better sOO¢ty? "then, 
is not .'the TOo(of th~ problem:th~ .'COnversion Of sinners who 
make up' that society? Sotciety . ''Can never Or ·Will. never 
changea. mal;i's slin'f.ul nature.· No matter how ·good the 
inlfhience m'a,y be; 3ipart :from the Grate 'of Goa man re
mains a sinner. Sinfu;l ams 'and dispositions- of men are 
explained in a com.i:pt, depraved nature. God. and God 
alone 'is abl'e to 'save to the uttelmost a'll them.- that rome 
unto God by Jesus Christ. . 

The prophets df old who brought the Wor:d of the Lord 
-·to a. ~inf.ul and relbelHous generati~nsa!id, ''Turn ye now 
from your evi'l w~ys, 'and ifrom yc;nir' ed dolings." "'Tum ye 

· unto. me, saith the.Lord 'of p.osts, and I Will turn unto you, 
saith the Lom of hosts." . .. , . 

J,,' .'. 

,. 

All ·the problems Of men and society are solved on tihe 
individua!l p~ain. Man's rela'tionship to Jesus Christ deter
mines his. 'destiny and the destiny df society. It is, "right
eousness which ;exalteth a nation and sin is ~ reproach to 
any ·pe0p'le." "Seek ye first the kingdom o'f God and his 
righ'teousness and aU . these things shall be added unto you." 

God does not save en masse. l1here isjoy 'in the presence 
of tihe 'angells of God over one sinner t~t,repenteth. "God 
so loved t~e world that he gave His.oil'1y begotten 'Son that 
whosoever be'lieveth in him shoul({ not peri~h but have 
everlasting liife." A converted 'government, 'Chamber of cem
merce~ or trade union does ~ot ma·ke the sinner-op.e wh'it 
better. The sinner must cry to·God rfor meTcy and gra:ce, 
fo~ neither is It'here sa1vation in any other !for there is none 
oth~r name undeT heaven giveJ;l among ir'u:;n whereby we 
must be s~ved. "As I Hve, saith the Lord, every kn,~e shall 
bow ·to me, and ~very' tongue s'hal'! 'confesS to God. SO then . 
. every .one of us shal;l. give aC'count df hiimself to God", 
(Rom. 14: 11-1'2). "He: that 'believeth on t'he Son hath 

.everlasting ~i~e: 'and he . that .!belie~eth not the Son shlitll 

.not see Hfe; 'but the wrath 01£ God albideth on him" (John 
'3:36). . . . 

Let us follow ·the examp'le set .before us by the Saviou! 
who·went out, "to seek and' to sa~e that which was 10st." . 
Cqrist did nqt fight· the Roman system of raxation which 
ma'cle extoI'rioners out of the tax coHectors,Qut He ca!lled 

_. i~diviidual !publ'iCans ·and· . chose 'as' one of His aPQsrl~s 
. Matthew, Who became his !biographer and Zacchaeus who 
'betame one Of his Chief con~el'tS. He that winneth souls is 
wise, not he !!hat fights the so'c~::rl press1;lre. . . . • " . . w.. P. B~UMAN 

WOULD YOU DO THE SAM~? 
Dear. Sirs: ,.. . 
I was. introdUced to your paper THE' GOSPEL WiTNESS 

AND· PROTESTANT: ADVOCATE -by a Ghristian frien~. I enjoy 
it very much. I h.!ave enclosed a 'cheque fur $3.00 in rlie' 
hope you ~i'l'l 'Put llle on your !)ll'bS'cription list. ' . . 

Yours in,. iH'im,' -
('Signed) ..................................................... . 

'. 
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, . A MIGHTY FORTRESS 

"A. story, Grandma Rause, please, 'a story," begged John 
and Nancy, one late Sunday evening.' . 

"Well, just one ibefore church time," salid Grandma. 
"Tell us one a!bout the oM country," requested John. 
"0Ih, no, telll us om~ aJbout your. ·pioneering days," pleaded' 

Nancy. 
"WeB,. we11, I guess 1'1'1 have to teN you one aJbout both,~' . 

said. Grandma. "Which df you remembers the---last hymn 
we sang !in Sunday s9100'I. this morning?" 

"'A mighty fortress is our.God,' " sang Nancy.' . 
. "la, das ist·es," said 'Grandma,' breaking into her mother 
tongue, as she usually did when ,agitated. . . 
. Nancy and John 'sat wide-eyed. They knew a good' story 

was coming when Grandmother began to talk in GeIman; 
"When I was a. child," continued Grandma, ·~I used to 

walls ~yery 'Sunday with my. mother and fatlher and my 
brother John -,'" . 

"Was I named 'for him?" ~lrked John. 
. "Yes," said "Grandma. "And so was your father. Well, 

one of the songs we sa~g n;lost was the one we sang this 
morning.''' . 

'~B:ut you didn't say !it that way, d~d you?" asked Nan'Cy. 
"No, no, :we sang 'Eine teste Burg ist unser Gott,''' sang 

Grandma. ''!How it aU comes back. T.he Iilile clhurch with 
pointed spire, ,mother 'and I 'in our starche9 white caps, and 
father and John in their 'qatk sulits bruShed so clean and 
neat. It seems to me I can see Brother. John yet with his 
great blue eyes, 'and his golden hair !brushed back ifrom his 
falir face," ·and Grandma wlipeda tear ifrOm her cheek. 

"!But to go on w.i~ our story. We used to sing our hymn 
with a!J!!our :hearts, but it took a time o'f great trial to make 
me realize the deep meaning of its words. .' 
•. "1 grew up in the dId country, 'and when I ~as eighteen 
I met a fine young man-"." 

"And ihis name was Jac~Rause," said John. . 
"And he was our .grandfather," said Nancy. 
"Yes," smiled "Grandma. "Now there wa'S Iitltle in the, 

. o1d country for u~. We had 'a l[ttle 'mom~y and hearing of 
the wondedul United States where land couild be bought 
cheaJpiy, we 1eft the dId home, our. friends and' dear ones, . 
and icame over here. Ah, tlhat was.a sad parting." Again 
Grandmother Mpedawiay a tear. ··~ranlclpa and I stood at 

. the rai'ling o'f the great ship, and tears blinded our eyes so 
that we could scarcely see' our fathers and mothers and 
John - John who had grown .s6 taU and stralight." . 

. "And dicJ you never see them again?" asked Nancy. 
"I nev~r saw father and mother again, but it will not 

the long now unltil I shall meet them in the better iand. 
John came Qut !here after they passed on." 

·"1 remember him," said John. '''He used to. hold me_on 
filis knee and give me peppeImint candy." 

"Well, we came to New York," continued Grandm.'a, "and 
there we ·took 'a train right,ihere to South Bend. Grand!father 

... found a man who rouId speak. GeIman and he helped us 
locate oUIf: here on this very faIm. We were eight miles from 
South Bend and five m1i1es from our nearest neighbour. 
Our first home ·was a sod house, not very beautiful, and 
hard to keep dean, but warm and comfortable in winter 
and cooi in ~ummer. We !had to carry water from Muddy 
Springs. You see we had lio wiodmHls in those days. Your 

I 

Unde.Ja~ob .~·as born' the lfirSt year, and then tWo years 
after that your own. dear !fat.her. 

"By that time we were doing pretty well ... We !had bUilt 
a barn, and kept nearly one hundred head of beef catJtIle . 
Youi' grandfan:her 'Pldwed nearly all o'f our' prairie land. 
We decided to sel1 haM of our beef cattle and !buy some' land 
adjoinijng us - that which we·ca~.Il the "south eighty' ~ow. 

"One morning early in i])ecember, you~ grandfather said, 
'Mary, that caltcle !buyer "from Chicago is' in ~outlh Bend. 
DQ Y9U suppose you could get ';uong with the !feedmg to
nijght;if'I were 'to go into town to see him? I might be able 
to get a good price ~now, "and I 'wou[dn't have to feed 
tihem the rest of ·the winter.. I might be able to get back 
this evenling bUIt it looks iikesnow, and if it storms I couid 
not make it. ~. \ 

c' 'Why yes, Jacob, go ahea:d, you can't ,afford to miss an: . 
, opportunity like that.' 

'~So I pa~ked a Ilun'Chand about n!ioe o'clock Grandfather 
kissed the baJbies and me goodbye, and started 'out on MoHy,. 
our bay horse. . 

''',Albout noon ~t !began to snow, and 'I knew ,then that 
Jacdb would not be ba.c~ .tha~ riIglit and possibly not the 
n~ day, for !in 'those days the roads ·~ere not kept clear . 
in winter as they are now, 'and when 'the drilfts ·were six and 
seven feet :deep it was impossible to travel. . 

"Just before dark I heard a knOe'k an: the door. and upon 
opening it I saw our neighbour, Mr. Karen. 

"'Is Jacob at home?' he asked. 
" 'No, he isn't,' I replied. . 
" 'When will he return?' h~ qtiestioned. 
"I told him 'and'I notliced the look of concern on his face . 

. " 'Why, what is wrong?' I as'ked. f. 

,,, 'Mrs. Rame,' said he, 'I,dori't w'ant'~to f.nghten·yo~ un
duly, but a trapper pa'Ssed our ¢a:ce tihis. morning and 
brought word that "Ohief White Feather has broken aw~y 
from -the resel'V'amon, and is headed thls way .. He lis bent. on 
niisc;:hief, you may be 'very sure of that. J wish Jacdb were 
here. I would stay with ~, ~ut my own family need. me, 
too. .you had better bundle up the baJbies and come over 

. to OUT place.'. .' . / . . 
,,·qI can't do that, 'Mr. Karen,' I replied. 'The stock must 

be !fed, and cared ifor. Th!iJ!':may be just a fahe alarm, as 
some other repOI'~ have been'. I believe I'll just stay here, 
and ·trust in the Lord for pro~ection" -

" ~W el'l, .I must hurry on then;' ihe said, and with a word 
df good cheer he went on his way. 

,qI Wa!S frightened, but I wenlt to tlhe barn and did the 
chores. 
"Wh~n I f1in~shed I ,went in and gave the' boys their 

supper, heard their prayers, and put them to !bed. '1 Washed 
th~ d1shes ·and was silltingand reading my ~vening Psalm, 
when hearing a slight noise I lOOked up' and beheld the 
horri.ble painted 'face df an Indian at the window. A1most 
immediately the door was shoved open, and iIi stalked five 
Indians. My heart seemed to stop b!!atling as l saw that 
they, were ~n full war dress. One whOm I knew to.be White 
Feather, ~QY. his war bonnet, grunted 'Bread.' 

"Weill, my hands' trembled so that I 'couM scarcely cut 
the !bread, !but somehow I did and 'filled five ibowls o'f milk. 
They gulped the food down" in qua.ptlities, and ·when their 
hunger was satisfied, )!h~y b~gan to go from one thing to 
another ·around the room. They picked up the trinkets ·that 
they wanted -, a bright pin-cushlion, a pair of scissors, a 
red ta!Ssel· cap, and whan: not. I stood sIDlentIy against ·the 

,walI alfraid to show- a sign -of !fear, prayi'~g all ·the ~hiIe. 

- I • 
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Then'suddenly the chief stopped beside y~r father's cradle~ 
He saJid something to the others, and fingered !his knife 
,significantly, I dosed my eyes, and scaI'Celyconscious of 
what I was dding I began to sing, 'A mighty Ifortress is our 
God.' 

"I sang ~,t dear through, and when 'I had ifinished I 
opened !my eyes to Ifind the Indians gone. I breaotlhed a 
prayer of fervent thanksgiving. 

"When your grandfa1!her returned, I told him about it 
-how II seemed to be 'led ,by the Spirit to Sling our dear,' 
famili'ar hymn, - " 
'_ "A.few weeks later, -two 1t!'ooPers stopped at 'our house for 

,dinner. They were just coming :from 1he reServation to 
which they had taken lbadk White Feather and h!is 'braves. ' 

" 'Do, you knoW,' said one, "White Feat:!heT to1d us 'a 
'strange tale? He ,ta!lked of a woman wlith a spirit voice wlho 
frightened ,them away from some !farm downaroun'd here.' 

"And that is why that hymn is so precious to me," said 
Grandma. 

-Light and Life Evangel i~ 'The Evangelical Christian 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 Fourth Quarter Lesson 7 November 17. 1957 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

,.' NEHEMIAH'S PRAYER' OF INTERCESSION 
Lesson Te_xt: Nehemiah/I. ' 
Golden Text: "Call upon me in the daY,of trouble:,I will de
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify me."-Psalm 50:15. 
Introduction:' -

The events recorded in the Book of Nehemiah followed 
,tho!le mentioned in Ezra by about 10 years. The name 
UN ehemiah" occurs among the names of the leaders who re
turned to Palestine under Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:2; 7:7), but 
this is probably another man of the same name. A third man 
of that name assisted in building the walls (Neh. 3:16). ' 

Nehemiah, 'th~ 4istorian and ,Jewish patriot, came to Jeru-
salem about 502 B.C. By a decree of the Persian Empire he 

, assumed the title of Governor or Tirshatha (Persian word for 
"governor": Neh. 8:9; 10:1) or Pehah (Hebrew word for 
"governor" used in the Hebrew of Neh. 5:14, l~; 12:26). This 
office he held for apout 20 years. As an administrator he was 
honourable ,and unselfish (Neh.'5:14-19). After a brief visit 
to the province of Babylon, which was under the domination 
of the Persians, he returned to Palestine" only to find that 
the Jews had departed gnevously from the ways of the Lord 
(Neh; 13:6). Courageo,usly he carried out necessary reforms. 
The book was written by Nehemiah himself with the aid of 
official records. ' The-book may be divided into two parts: 

I. Repairing the City's Walls-chapp. 1-8. , 
II. Repairing the People's ,Morals-chapp. 9-13. 

I. The Reason for the'Prayer: verses 1-3. ' 
In the 'Providence of_ God Nehemiah had eVidently not re .. 

turned to hisna~ive land with the other groups of Jews under, 
Zerubbabel and under Ezra, but had remained in Babylon. 

, Wise and capable, he held the honoured position of cup-bearer 
in the court of ArtaxerXes the King ,(Neb. 1:11; 2:1). In 
December of the 20th year of, the reign of Artaxerxes, as 
Nehemiah waited upon the king in his winter residence at. 
Susa (Est. 1:2; Dan. 8:2), a brother or perhaps a relative' 
visited him (Neh. 7:2). From this man, Hanani, and certain 
Jews who accompanied him, Nehemiah learned of the desolate 
and ruined condition of Jerusalem, and of the affliction of 
the exiles who had returned. Ezra's commission had extended 
only to the 'repair- of the temple and private buildings, but 

, the walls and gates still lay in ruins, as when they had been 
besieged and destroyed by the Babylonians, (2 Chron. 36:19; 
Neh.2:13). " 

\ 

Nehemiah to deep mourning (Ezra 9:1-4). Although sepa
rated from them by' place and station, he unselfishly and 
lovingly took their burden upon himself (Gen. 42:1, 2, 25). 
Does this not remind us of our Saviour? Although occupying 
the throne of glory in the presence Qf His-Father, the thought 
of the world's need gave Him no rest, as it were, but com
pelled by love, He came to earth to deliver those who were 
groaning under the curse and ruin of sin (Exod. 3:7-10; Rom. 
5:6-8; Phil. 2:5~8; Heb. 2:14-16). And ,when He was on earth, 
He WaS ever moved with compassion when He saw the m,ulti
tudes bowed down with grief and woe (Matt. 9:36; 14:14; 
20:34; 15:32). ' ' 
II. The'Substance of the Prayer: verses 4-11. 
, Nehemiah found no comfort but in fasting and praying for 
his people. He withdrew from the social pleasures of the 
court'that he might spend the time in intercession. True 
prayer' arises from a sense of need. The need is first kno~, 
then felt, and then presented to' our heavenly Father (Matt. 
6:8, 32). ' 

Study the prayer of-Nehemiah as a 'pattern prayer. It com
mences with ascnption of praise to God, Who is the all
powerful One and the covenant-keeping Father (Deut. 7:9, 
21; 2 Chron. 6:14, 15; Dan. 9:4). He is faithful to His word 
and merciful to those who are in need and will come to Him 
with hearts full of love and obedience (Exod. 20:5, 6). 

The prayer of Nehemiah was earnest and prolonged; he 
besought the Lord day and night on behalf of His people 
(Acts 20:31). He pr~yed without ceasing; even as he faith
fully performed his regular duties, his heart was uplifted to . 
God (Gen. 32:26; Luke 18:1-8; Rom. 12:,12; 1 Thess. 5:17)., 
, Nehemiah wa,s willing to take upon himself not merely the 
burden' of his people's need, but also the load of their_ sin. 
Personally he had not departed from the Lord, but ,he con
fessed the nation's sins, as though they were his own (Exod. 
32:30-32; Neh. 9:5-15; 10:1; Dan. 9:3-7). Our Saviour, holy 
and undefiled, stooped to take upon Himself the sin of the I 

whole world (Isa. 53:4-6; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:22-24; 1 John 
2:2). ' ,,' 
, Nehemiah urged the very words. of God's own promises to 
His people as,the basis of his prayer (Lev. 26:39-42; Deut. 
4:29-31; 30:2-4; 2 Chron. 6:36-39). The Lord delights to 
have us plead before Him the promises as we say, "Do as 
thou hast said" (2 Sam. 7:25). ,We need no other plea, for 
our Lord will ever be true to that which has gone forth-from 
His lips. . , ' 

Moreover, the governor reminded the Father that these 
were His own peop'le, the peopl~ whom He had redtlemed from ' 
Egypt (Psa.-106: 7-11; 107:1-8) and' had protected through
out the generations (Deut. 4:3,3-40; 8:1-7). Therefore, it was 
with confidence that Nehemiah held them up before the Lord. 
Our Saviour, who has already 'shown His, love for 'sinful and 
needy men by dying on ,their behalf, will liste:n to us as we 
plead their desperate plight. He is Himself the grlllat In,ter
cessor (John 17; Rom. 8:26, 34; Heb. 7:25;' I' John 2:1, 2). 

The motive in prayer must be pure. Nehemiah declared 
that he and his companions did not desire their own 'glory, 
but sought rather, the honour of the name of the Lord (Matt. 
26:39 ... JQhn 12:28). T~ey were not ambitious to spread 
abroaa the fame of' thelr own names, but they feared the 
name of the Lord (Psa. 25:14; 61:5). 

Petition is but one element of prayer. Prayer consi,sts of 
adoration, thanksgiving, confession and humiliation. After 
prepJl.ring his own heart by this communion with the Lord, 
Nehemiah gave voice to one brief, sijnple request: "Prosper 
... thy servant,this day., and grant him mercy in the sight 
of this man." True prayer is not elaborate" but' direct, force
ful and definite (Luke 11:9, 10; Jas. 1:5, 6). It may consist 
of one word, or a few words, or perhaps it may be merely 
I} sigh or a groan (Matt. 8:25; 9:27; Luke 18:13). 
, Nehemiah not only prayed in a general way for the dis
tressed Jews of Jerusalem, but. he also addressed a particular 
petition' on their behalf. lie prayed that the Lord would 
pro,Sper ,him on that certain day and on that particular occa
sion. God heard and answered Nehemiah's prayer (Neh. 
2:8), 

Daily Bible Readings 
Nov. ll-Prayer and Godly Concern' """""""" Gen. 18:22-33 
Nov. 12-Prayer and our Only Source of Help ...... Psalm 40 

, Nov. '13-Prayer and Confession of Sin .................... Psalm 51 
Nov. 14-Prayer and the Promises of God .. 1 Kings 8:22-53, 
Nov. 15~Prayer and Perseverance .' .... , .................. Luke.18:1-8 

Now Nehemiah himself was living in ease and luxury at the 
palace. The position of cup-bearer was bestowed only upon 
highly-favoured, trusted individuals', since, his duties gave 
him frequent and close access to the personal _presence of 
the monarch. But the news of his people's sad pllght stirred 

Nov; ,lG-Prayer and True Revival ........................ , ...... , Psa. 85 
J Nov~ 17-Prayer and Its Answer ............ , .............. , Dan. 9::J.-23 , . 

I 
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From THE REFORMATION REVIEW 

-::published by'the International Council of Christian Churches in the NetherlGnds. 

,IT IS ~th great 'Pieasure that we announce' the ~cent'pulbHcation qf. ~M~ voiume. of .senn~ns ~y one' 
_ .I of the world's greatest preachers'. ff ever there was a serv·ant df OhrISt ~f whdm It mlgh.t be wd that 

·.he "being dead yet speaketh" it was 'lih.e,!late min'ister of Ja.rvi'S Street Church in Toronto. The 'publish
er's preface states that '.'Dr. Shield'S' s~ccessor, !Dr. !Fl. C. SIade, and the Deacons of 'the Churi:h, !felt t!haJt ( 
the writiings and le:ctures of .this man df Gqd.should be put if!:~ b.00k !fOlm. As a;resul~ Of this decision, 
and in answer to ,the demand's of Christians; the 'Dr. T. T. Sh~el'ds Memoria:! IJibrary" has been planned. 
The present book is ·the first of a sel'ies which has a unifonn binding". For ·not leSs than forty-five years 

. Dr. SHields was a preacher i~Toronto, being known. as ""Jlhe Oanadian Spurgeon" .. !FIe iJ:luilt up his SeImOnS 
in' a.braliant style, apd emplOyed striking metaphors .. How many have been strengthened ~ their spiritual' 
warfare by his wlitings.and addresses! His paper, 'THE GOSPE~ WiTNESS, was read by thousands, and his 
sermons printed' therein brought ~onsolation to large .numbers. He was both honoured and ifeared because 
Of the st:rong stand he' tookagain~t Romanism' and ;M odernism, bUJt li.e ever ded his hearers to the waters of 
life.· '. '. .. . . 

/ 

,It ~a'S a ha,ppy thought ,to commence this series with a triumphant 'I:ltterance on the Sove~ty,Of 
God. As .the apostle P·au1.saJyS, '''He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." In 'SO doing the publishers 
lhave· aiso paid a tribute'. to the author; for h~is writings repeatedly remind us of'the great ~rlptural truth: 
"'By grace are ye saved through faith, 'and that not df yoursclves; it' 'is the gift oIf God; not of works, test 
any man shoulld Iboast." Nothing in man's,virtues nor in his good work 'Can save ih!imj oniy.the sovereignty 
of 'God t!iuln'Phlng over him 'and in ~ can accOIn'(JIi'Sh this .. The 'dhapter on 'rota!. Depravity and ·the 
'beauti!ful serlmons on 1ih.e Atonement clearly set ItIhis !forth. "Sovereignty," as he' aptly says, '''tis not ~ 
attdbute of Deity, hut a Divine 'Prerogative. 'God doeth according' to His will ~n the arinies of 'h~aven and 
among the inha:bitan'ts of the eartli;· none oan stay IHis hand or say unto Him,'W!hat doest Th«?U?'" For 
Dr. Shie1ds the !first que'Stion was not whe1:her'truth was.flattering to man, but whether iit was rQoted in 
'tJhe Word of God. and the experience of life. 'iHis exaltation 'df the righteousness and grace of God are as 
~'apples oif gold in pictures oif silver'-'. . To . !fullfil the chieif Shepherd's 'Command ··'Feed my 'lambs' •.• feed 
my sheep" was hlis con'St:ant ·aim. ~'any!in Holland who never met·Dr. Shields peI"S9n~ly ~ave 'been deeply 
impressed Iby his writings, ,w'hkh ,have brought ,the light of eternal happiness into their l~ves. 

. . . .. ... ~ 

.. On page 13 t!he preamer quotes the stan~a: -. .'. 

Thou sweet beloved will of God, 
My an'Chor grOund, my fortress hilq, 
My. 'Spi~it's si~ent fair -abode, .', 
.In ;thee I hide me and am still. . J . 

. r~ese lqnes' are typica!l dr .or. Shield's' attitud,e. He 'Const3.n1!ly emphasiz~s that m~~ must learn. t~ 
-' surrender his own wil:l· to that of God."- In heartily.commending thiS book we sh3:~ 'i'>l' the. wish of !iIf:s 

publishers who send ifo~h "this !first yolum.e- with .~e prayer·that it may be use'd oif.:~e Lord ~n !the edifica-
. tiondf '!believers and cont:rilimte to ·th~ir understanding oIf the precious truths of tlte Word.". . ... . . ,. .... '. . ~ : . .' 
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