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trate his heart. In the quiet of

After A Long _N'igh"r Of Daﬁlrkn,e’ss‘

‘month of October lis usu-
ally looked upon as Refor-
- mation month. Admittedly,
Luther is the most colourful
personage of the great Prot-
estant Reformation. We trace
some of the highlights of his
life from DAubigne’s His-
tory. Never did the church
possess a more pious monk.
Never did cloister witness §8
more severe or indefatigable |
+ 'exertions to purchase etemal
happiness,

“l -was indeed a pious
monk,” wrote he to Duke
George of .Saxony, “and fol-
lowed ithe rules of my order
more strictly than I can ex-
press. If ever a monk could obtain heaven by his monkish
works, I should certainly have been entitled to it. Of this
all the friars who have kriown me can testify. If it had con-
tinued much longer, I should have carried my mortifica-
tions even to death, by means of my watchings, prayers,
readings, and other labors.”

- Assurance of Salvation the Great Desire of His Soul

“I tortured myself almost to death,” salid he, “in order
to_procure peace with God for my ‘troubled heart and
agitated conscience, but surrounded with thick darkness, I
found. peace nowhere.” Troubles and terrors led him to
study ‘with fresh zeal the wnﬂmgs of the prophets and of
the apostlas

. Love Him Who First Loved You

Vicar General Staupitz gave this ddvice to the young
monk: “If you desire to be converted, do not be curious
about all these mortifications and all these tortures. Love
Him who first loved you!” He added: “Know that Christ
is the Saviour even of those who—are great, real smnem and
desérving of utter condemnation.”

The Just Shall Live By Faith )
At Wittenberg he was called upon to lecture on the Bible.
While studying Romans the light of truth seemed to pene-

Luther “posting his 95 theses on the door of the Wlﬂenberg- Church

his monkish life in the cell, he
used to consecrate whole
hours to the study of the div-
ine Word. Verse 17 of chapter
1 from the prophecy of Hab-
akkuk, ‘“The just shall live
by faith” — struck him. This
truth burned within him.,

We find Luther journeying
to Rome to participate in 2
debate about ‘points of vari-
ance in his order. In Rome
Luther climbs Pilate’s stair-
case, which he was told was
miraculously brought from
Jerusalem to Rome that he
might obtalin indulgence from
the pope. While he was per-
forming this meritorious act
he heard ‘a voice of thunder, “The just shall live by faith.”
He rose, seeing his justification — he fled from the scene
of his folly as he realized the depth of superstition to which
he had plunged.

Law or Grace?

In the ‘leoture room, “He explained the Scriptures in
such a manner,” says his illustrious friend Melancthon,
“that, in the judgment of all pious and well-informed men,
it was as #f a new morn had risen upon the docttine after
a long night of darkness.” There was now a difference be-
tween law and grace Men’s remission does not come by’
works of merit, His righteousness does not come thmugh
outward dlsmpllme It was this concern to lead men’s hearts
;o the Son of ‘God who freely pardons the sinner through

aith.

Possessed with this’ liberating and life-giving fruth, he
writes to friar George, “what is the state of your soul? Is it
not tired of its own righteousness? Does it not breathe freely.
at last, and does it not confide in the righteousness of
Christ? . . .. Learn to know Christ and Him crucified.” To
others later he wrote, “read the Word of God with dili-
gence. Do not look for salvation in your own strength or
in your good works, but in the merits of Christ and’ in
God’s grace .
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Indulg;ances and Letters of Pardon

Then came the iniquitous indulgence, with so-called cer-

tificate of salvation, as sold by John Tetzel. Following is

" one of these letters of absolution. -

’ “May our Lord Jesus Christ have pity,on thee, N.N.,
and absolve thee by the merits of His most holy fpasswn'

 And I, lin virtue of the apostolical power that has been
con.flded to me, absolve thee from all ecclesiastical cen-

sures, Judgments -and penalties which thou mayst have -

mcurred moreover, from all excesses, sins,- and crimes
that thou mayst have committedy however great and
enormous they may be, and from whitsoever cause, were
they even reserved for our most- holy father the pope
and for the apostolic see. I blot out all the stains of
inability and all marks of infamy that thou mayst have
drawn upon thyself on this occasion. I remit the penalties
that thou mayst have drawn upon thyself on this occa-
gion. I restore thee anew to participation in the sacra-
ments of the Church. T incorporate- thee afresh in the
communion of saints, and re-establish thee in the purity
and innocence which thou hadst at thy ba:ptlsm So that
in the hour of death, the gate by which sinners enter
the place of torments and punishment shall be closed
against thee, and, on the contrary, the gate leading to

" the paradise of joy shall be open. And if thou shouldst
not die for long years, this grace will remain unalterable
until thy last hour shall arrive.

. “In the name o‘f the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

“Friar John Tetzel, commlssary, has signed this with

his own hand.”

Luther, as he stated, being *a young doctor fresh from the
forge, ardent and rejoicing in the Word of the Lord,” could
not keep silence before such popish prac‘tlces Except people
repented they would perish; salvation was a matter of grace
and not the paying for letters of pardon.

Luther Posts 95 Theses, October 31, -1517

This led Luther to take the 'pope’s part against those im- _
pudent men who dared to miingle his venerable name with
their scandalous traffic. He thus posted upon the door of the
Wittenberg church his 95 theses against the doctrine’ of in-
dulgences. It was ‘a custoinary practice to encourage debate
that truth might be defended. The germs of the Reforma-
tion were contained in these propositions of Luther. He
said, “I entered finto this controversy without any de’flinige
plan, without knowledge or inclination; I was taken quite

. unawares, and I call-God, the searcher of hearts,- to
witness.”

The seed germ of ‘Protéstantism is ‘the study of the Bxlbl
Spalatin asked Luther, “What is the best method of study-
ing Scripture?” To which he replied, “It is very certain,
that we cannot attain to the understanding of Scnrpture
either by study or by the intellect. Your first duty is to
begin by prayer. Entreat the Lord to grant you, of His
great mercy, the true understanding of His Word. There
is no other interpreter of the Word of God than the Author
of this- Word, as He Himself has safid: “They shall be all

taught of God. Hope for nothing from your own lanoxs,
‘-, from your own understanding: trust solely in God, and in
" . the linfluence of His Spirit. - Believe this on the word of a
man who has had experience.” - _ :
' Luther Assailed by Rome -

. The Indulgence controversy became shifted to the Pap-
acy, and Luﬂher became the target of Rome as a heretic
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fol'lowmg in the path of Martyr Huss. His writings were
bearing fruit throughout the Empire and reached beyond
“the frontiers shaking the very foundations of Rome. Luther
was finally summoned to appear before the Doctors of the
‘church. He contended against the Roman Legate at Augs-
burg; against the champjons of learning in the halls of
Lelipzig; and even against the pope and finally at the Diet
of Worms. Aleander, the papal nuncio, enumerates the
crimes of this Augustine monk. “He sins against the dead,
. for he denies purgatory; he sins against heaven, for he says
that he would not believe even an angel from heaven; he.
sins against the Church, for he malintains that all Chnstxans
are priests; he sins against the saints, for he desplises their
venerable writings; he sins. against wunclls, for he desig-
nates that of Constance an ‘assembly of devils; he sins
against the world, for he forbids the punishment of death
to be inflicted on ‘any who have not comxmtted a deadly

sin.”

.Called before the Diet of Worms he was to stand for
Christ before the most august assembly in the world. “This
appearance was of itselfa-signal victory over the papacy.
The pope had condemned the man, and yet there he stood
before a tnbunal which, by this very act, set itself above

he pope.”
Two questions were put to 'Lu-ther, Whether he was the.
author of the books whose. titles were enumerated; and if

he would retract or defend the doctrine he had taught in
them. From the Acts of Worms we have Luther’s reply:

“Most serene emperor! .illustiious princes! gracious
Lords!” said Luther, turning his eyes on ‘Charles and on
the assembly, “I appear before you this day, in con-
formity with the order given me yesterday, and by God’s
mercies 1-conjure your majesty and -your august high-
nesses to listen graciously to the defense of a cause which
1 am assured is just and true. If, through ignorance, I
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should transgress the usages and proprieties of counts, I
entreat you to pardon me; for I was not brought up in
the palace of kings, but in the seclusion of a convent.

“Yesterday, two questions were put to me on behalf

- of his imperial majesty: the first, if I was the author of
the books whose titles were enumerated; the second, if

I would retract or ‘defend the doctrine I had taught in

.them. To the first T then made answer, and I persevere
in that reply. - : '

“As for the second, I have writteri works on many dif-

ferent subjects. ‘There are some in which I have treated
of faith and good works, in a manner at once so pure,
so simple, and.so scriptural, that even my adversaries,

far from finding anything to censure in them, allow that -

these works are useful, and worthy of being read by all
pious men. The papal bull however violent it may be,
acknowledges this. If, therefore, I were to retract these,
what should I do? .. . Wretched man! Among ‘all men,
I alone should abandon truths that friends and enemies
approve, and T should oppose what the whole world
glories in conffession . . . : .
“Secondly, I have written books against the papacy,
in which I have ‘attacked those“who, by their false doc-
trine, their evil lives, or their scandalous example, afflict
the \Christian world, and destroy both body and soul.
The complaints of all who fear God are confirmatory of
this. Is it not evident that 'the laws and human doctrines
- of the popes entangle, torment, and vex the consciences
of believers, while the crying and perpetual extortions
of Rome swallow up the wealth and the riches of Chris-
tendom, and especially of this illustrious nation? . .

“Were I to retract what I have said on this subject,

error, and be the first to lay hold of my books and throw
them into the fire..

“What I have just said plainly shows, I hope, that I -
have carefully weighed and considered the dangers to
which T expose myself; but, far from being dismayed, I
rejoice to see that the gospel fis now, as in former times,
a cause of trouble and dissension. This is the character
—this is the destiny of the Word of God. ‘I came not to
send peace (on earth), but a sword,’ said Jesus Chuist
(Matt. 10:34)., God is wonderful and terrible in His
counsels; beware lest, by presuming to quench dissen-
sions, you should persecute the holy Word of God, and
draw down upon yourselves ‘a frightful deluge of insur-
mountable dangers, of present disasters, and éternal
desolation. . . . You should fear lest the reign of this

. young .and noble prince, on whom (under God) we build

such lofty expectations, not only should begin, but con-
tinue and close under the most gloomy auspices. I might
quote many examples from the oracles of God,” con-
tinued Luther, speaking with a noble courage in the
presence of the greatest monarch of the world: “I might
speak of the Pharaohs, the kings of Babylon, and those
of Israel, whose labors never more effectually contributed
to their own destruction than when they sought by coun-
sels, to, all appearance most wise, to strengthen their
dominion. God removeth mountalins, and they know it
not; which overturneth them in his anger (Job 9:5).
“If T say these things, it is not because I think that
such great princes need my poor advice, but because I
desire to rerider unto ‘Germany what she has a right to
expect from her children. Thus, commernding myself to
your august majesty and to your most serene highnesses,

I humbly entreat you not to suffer the hatred of my
enemies to pour out upon me an indignation that I have
not merited.”

When he had ceased speaking, the Chancellor of Treves,
the orator of the diet, said indignantly: “You have not
answered the question put to you. You were not summoned
hither to call in question the decisions of councils. You ‘are
required to give a clear and precise answer. Will you, or
will you not, retract?” Upon this Luther replied without
hesitation: “Since your most serene majesty and your high
mightinesses require from me a clear, simple, and precise
answer, 1 will give you one, and it is this: I cannot submit
my faith either to the pope or to the councils, because it is
clear as the day that they have frequently erred and contra-

* dicted each other. Unless therefore I am convinced by the
testimony of Scripture,-or by the clearest reasoning — unless
I am persuaded by means of the passages I have quoted —
and wunless they thus render my conscience bound by the
Word of God, I cannot and I will not retract, for it is
unsafe for a Christian to speak against his conscience.” And
then, looking round on this assembly before which he stood,
and which held his life in its hands, he said: “Here I stand,
T can do no other; May God help me! Amen!” - -

The Bible for the People

" Made a captive by his friends in Wartburg Castle he
continued in his labours with his pen presenting his nation
with the Scriptures of God. “Would that this one book,”
- exclaimed Luther, “were in every language, in every hand,
before the eyes, and in the ears and hearts of all men!”/

Men could now hear the voice of God for themselves.

Prayer for Today - .

"Modernists :and liberal apostates speak of the Reforma-

. what should T do but lend additional strength to this
tyranny, and open thé floodgates to a torrent of impiety?
Overflowing with still greater fury than before, we
should see these linsolent men increase in number, behave
more tyrannically, and domineer more and mere. And.
not only would the yoke -that now weighs upon the
Christian people be rendered heavier by my retractation,
but it would become, so to speak, more legitimate, for
by this very retractation fit would receive the confirma-

- tion of your most serene majesty and of all the states
of the holy empire. Gracious ‘God! T should thus become
a vile cloak to cover and conceal every kind of malice
and tyranny! ... '

“Lastly, I have written books 'against individuals who
desired to defend the Romish tyranny and to destroy the
faith. . I frankly confess that T may have attacked them
with more acrimony than is bécoming my ecclesiastical
profession. I do not consider myself a saint; but I can-
not 'disavow these writings, for-by so doing T should sanc-
tion the impiety of my adversaries, and they would seize
the opportunity of oppressing the people of God with
still greater cruelty. ’ ) o

““Yet I am but a mere man, and not God; I shall
therefore defend myself as Christ did. ‘If I have spoken
evil, bear witness of the evil; said He (John 18:23).
How much more should I, who am but dust and ashes,
and who may so easily go astray, desire every man to
state hiis objections to my doctrine!

“For this reason, most serene emperor, and you, most
illustrious princes, and all men -of every degree, I con-
jure you, by the mercy of God, to prove from the writ-
ings of the prophets and apostles- that I have erred. As
soon ‘as I am convinced of this, T will retract every
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tion in such statements as this, “The Reformation unfor-
tunately caused various splits in Western Christendom.”
Is it unfortunate that a man like Luther with the courage
of his convictions should declare the Word of the Lord to
"Habakkuk, “the just shall live by his fafith”? Luther, as he
read and studied ‘the Word of ‘God saw the evil abuses of
his day and the darkness of the hour. How can the child
of God tolerate evil, and shut his eyes to a system making
merchandise of the souls of men? Let us give God thanks
that he raised up such an one as Martin Luther who saw
the truth that galvation is by grace alone and not by the
works of the 'law. Let us pray that God in His mercy will
raise up other prophets in this day of apostacy who will in
Christ’s stead beseech men to be reconciled unto God.
Breaking away from a system of dead works and idolatry
to serve the true and the living ‘God: is not unfortunate but
the path of obedience and blessing,. entering into the glori-
ous liberty of the children of God. “Let us go forth there-
fore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.” -
—Rev: W. P. BAumAN

EVANGELISTIC SERVICES AT
MITCHELL SQUARE

The presence of God the Holy Spirit was an ever constant
reality during the recent evangelistic meetings held at
Mitchell Square Baptist Church (between Barrie and
Orillia). Rev. Thomas E. Summers, professor of Evange-
lism in Toronto Baptist Seminary, was the evangelist. Each
evening his messages were 'delivered in the power of the
Holy Spirit, and there can be no doubt that the name of

-our God was highly exalted through the preaching of the

CrOss.

The question is very often asked “What should our meth-
ods be in the work of evangeﬂlsm"’” Seemingly this question
presents no problem to Evangelist Summers; he does his
work in the New Testament way. Each afternoon he visited
in the vidinity of the church and sought to leave his testi-
mony in every home he visited.

The meetings were fairly well attended. At every meeting
the congregation enjoyed special singing talent. On two
occasions we welcomed some friends who came all the way

“from Jarvis Street Baptist Church in Toronto to assist in

the meetings.
What were the results? We leave them with the Lord,

- Eterniity alone will reveal that which has been accomplished.

But this we say with deep, assurance; the saints were built ’
up in their most 'holy fahth ‘through the ministry of the“

Lord’s. servant.
—]J.‘C. McCoMBE

October is
“BIBLE SCHOOL MONTH”
e e

. N ] .
Jarvis Street Baptist Church

" Conducted Tour at 9.50 a.m. .
in:the Concourse

.:f'o'r visitors .and. friends.

EVANGELIST JAMES ARMSTRONG

EVANGEL'I’ST JAMES ARMSTRONG; formerly an

officer in_the 'Police Force of Northern Ireland, will
conduct evangelistic services lin Jarvis Street Baptist Chm'ch
Toronto; November 3rd to 17th. He will preach morning
and evening on the three Sundays and each evenling, except
Monday, at 8 pm. A year ago Mr. Armstrong ministered
in the church for one short week. The Lord greatly blessed
His Word at that time, and the members and friends of
Jarvis Street Church are awaiting with keen anticipation
and much prayer this visit from Brother Armstrong. He
vomes to us this second time as a brother, beloved in the
Lord, one whom we have already learned to esteem-highly
in the Lord ffor his work’s sake.

. Mr. Armstrong is an honoured member of Armagh Bap-
tist Church, Northern Ireland, and 1s highly regarded by

‘the evangelical pastors and rpebp‘le ofthe Old Land, as well

as by those in Canada and United States who have had the

- privilege of profiting by his ministry. At the present time

he §s conducting evangelistic services in Calvary Baptist

- 'Church, Ottawa, the pastor of which is Rev. George Olley,

a 'persona.l friend of Mr. Armstrong. From the very first
service in Ottawa, when a number confessed falith in Christ,
the Lord has set His seal upon His own Word, as expound-
ed by Mr. Armstrong.

Evangelist Armstrong preaches the Gospel with a du'ect-
ness and forcefulness which leave the unsaved without ex-
ouse before God. His service in Ireland as a police officer
brought him fin contact with sinners of every description.
From hiis own experiences on the Police Force he gives illus-
trations which help to make clear the great principles of
the Gospel; the énormity, the slavery and the dire conse-
quences of sin, the righteous justice of God and His par-
doning love. Those who love the Lord and rejoice to hear
the Gospel set forth with clearness and yet tenderness will
have their faith strengthened by ‘the messages of Brother
Armstrong. Those who have not yet trusted Christ will find
themselves arrested by the solemn and unanswera‘ble alppe'al
to have regard to their immortal souls.

It is a difficult task in these days to induce the unsaved
to come to church and hear the Gospel. The time was when
a simple invitation was sufficient. We who know the Lord
must endeavour to do all in our power to make the meet-
ings known as widely as possible, and to back home the
invitations given with prayer, faithful witness and earnest
personal pleas. Invitation cards are being printed, and
these should be widely distributed. Doubtless many who

. ordinarily do not regularly attend the house of the Lord

will come for these special services.

We would urge the readers of Tue GospEL WITNESS to
co-operate with us in prayer, that the Lord will magnify His
name through the efforts put forth at this time, that He
will revive and strengthen the saints, and bring many un-
saved to Himself. All the ‘friends within reach of Toronto
are urged to be present ‘as often as possible and to encourage
others to come, espedially those who are outside Christ, Let
us all take advantage of this unique opportunity which
will be presented to us during the coming weeks. —O. L. C.

T
Invitation Cards
campaign with Mr. James Armstrong have been
‘printed ‘and. are now ready for distribution. -
- Send for your supply today

for the evangelistic
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The éprmn',nz of

“WiI__’r Thou Be

Br. 0. T. Shields
Made Whole?"

(Stenographically Reported)

“After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

“Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the
Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. . .

“In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting

for the moving of the water.

“For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water:
whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of

" whatsoever disease he had.

“And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.
“When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case,
he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? T S
“The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled,
- to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.
“Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. :

“And immediately

the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and -

on the same day was the sabbath.,”—John §5:1-9,

UR Lord’s miracle at the marriage feast in Cana is

_described :thus: “This beginning ‘of miracles did Jesus
in ‘Cana of -Gallilee, and manifested forth his glory’™; and
at the end of hiis gospel John tells us: “And many other
signs truly 'did Jesus in ‘the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this-book: But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his name.” Hence,
the record of the miiracles of our Lord is given here that
we may know who He is; that knowing Him, and trusting
Him, we might have life through His name. So I ask you
to study the record of one.of these signs which Jesus did,
that we may see how He manifested His glory, and how
we may be saved through faith in Him. '

h ) L . . ' .

The story of Bethesda’s pool, with lits multitude of im-
potent folk, we have read, that the outline of it may be
clearly in your mind, 'and I 'desire you to LOOK AT THAT

- SCENE UPON WHICH JESUS ENTERED when He

came to Jerusalem at the feast time. There was assembled
a multitude of impotent folk, blind, halt, withered, wait-
ing for the movinig of the water. In that picture you have
the world in miniature, for that is what this-world was

- when Jesus came to it. That it is largely unto this day, —

filled with a multitude of people who are blind, halt, with-

ered, waiting for better things. Is it not true that the world
is full of impotent folk, full of people who cannot do the

things ‘they want to do? The men and women, boys and’

girls, with whom we meet every day, are people who have

- no power to accomplish that which they desire. Our cities

are thronged with people who are béing beaten and de-
feated at every turn. Notwithstanding all that men say
about the possibility of developing personality, cultivating
the will, and being.the master of your fate and the captain
of your soul, the fact remains that no one of us iis either
master 'of his fate or captain of his soul, and whoever will

acknowledge the truth mill acknowledge that the will has:
“been enfeebled, and ‘that “the strong man armed keepeth

his palace”.

" I'beg you young Christian men to remember 'that the

* men with whom you consort, whom you touch in your

places of business, in school, or in college, wherever you

mingle with others, are men who are being overwhelmed
by evil powers without and within. ‘They need undergird-
ling; they need help to enable them to make the hill, and
to realize even their own ideals, low as they are. There is
not one of us.who has ever been able to fulfil completely
our own resolutions. We come within this category: we
are impotent folk.

- And how many people there aré who -are blind! After
all, we do not 'see with our eyes; one needs something more
than mere physical vision. Some people are colour-blind.
They cannot tell the difference between yellow and red.
"I remember a man passing me some tickets in 'the days
,when we had different coloured #ickets on the street car,
saying, “What colour are they?” I said, ““Can you not see?”
" “Oh yes, T can see thé tickets, but I have no sense of colour
at all; all things are the same colour to me. I am. colour-
blind.” He could not tell whether they were red or blue,
-or what they were. It is the mind that sees. Tf that were
not true there would be fewer marriages! That is really so.
We are none of us as good-looking as some of our partial
friends think we are. It is what is behind the eyes that
really sees. Some men are lovers of art, they can see a
picture when other people have no capacity whatever for
its beauty. :

And that is true of the world of spiritual things. There
are people who are blind; they “cannot see afar off.” When
they see our Lord, He “hath no form nor comeliness”, nor
any beauty that they shoulld desire Him. [He is nothing more
to them than a “root out of a dry ground”. They do not
understand what we are talking about when we try ito
introduce Him, when we employ the language of the spouse
in the Canticles and say, “Hlis mouth is most sweet: yea,
he is altogether lovely: This i my beloved, and this is my
friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.” They say, “What extra-
vagances to speak of a man in such terms!” There is no
extravagance in that to the eye'of faith.

But I say there are.people who are blind. You have seen
a ‘man who #s drunk. Everyone else can see where he is
going. Everyone else can see that the road the man is-taking
leads to ‘a precipice — but he cannot see it at all. The same
is true of men who are addicted to other evils, of sinners in
general, It is written everywhere that “the wages of “sin
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is death” — but people will not see it. They will not believe
it until pay-day comes. They cannot see it; they are blind.

What is the use of a blind man’s looking finto a mirror?
He cannot see anything. And it is not until our eyes are

open, and we look. into the perfect law of liberty that we.

- discover what we are like. That is'the only explanation that
may be offered for our foolish human pride. What have
you to be proud of? What have T to be proud of? We have
all of us ten thousand things that ought to make us
ashamed. And yet we strut around like peacocks, and look
into the mirror, and flatter ourselves that we are rather
good-looking, and- getting on fairly well. Of course, a blind

_man may see that. If we could only see ourselves as we are
seen by God, if we could only get a vision of our hearts and
know how wretchedly undone we are, how ugly spiritually,
how deformed, how debased, how marred and disfigured
by our sins, we should be humbled in the dust. But it is
because people are blind that they are proud.

That is true of the young man who is here this morning;

.who comes from a university. You are very clever, and I
"congratulate you! I know someone who told the manager
of a certain manufacturing concern in the city, “Mr. So-
and-So, if you were one thousandth part as clever as you
think you are, 'you would be the dleverest man in Toronto.”
That was really = severe criticism, was it not? But how
foolish we are! When we read a few books, we think we
are educated. 'We forget that long centuries ago a wise man

said, “Of making many books there is no end.” And with -

all the accumulated wisdom of the world we know abso-
lutely nothing of the world that is to come. Yet we flatter
ourselves on our cleverness, on our superiority, and it is all
because we are blind to the facts of the.case. If our eyes
were open to behold Him Who is our Lord, and ourselves
in contrast with His holiness, we should say as did Isaiah,
“Woe is me! for I am undone; bécause I am a man of
unclean lips, and T dwell in the midst of a people of un-
clean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts.” ‘ -

. Joseph Parker once said that he went to hear Paderewski

play, and after he had heard the great artist he 'wanted to’

destroy his piano! He said, “Who wants to ‘hear anyone
after hearing the great master?”’ And if -only we could see
Jesus Christ in contrast with ourselves, we should know
what the Bible means when it says, “All have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.” .

Blind? Yes; and halt. Lame on both feet! What creatures
we are! How terribly deformed by our sin! — and yet com-
- plimenting ourselves on our perfection. I need not stress
that. “The legs of the lame,” the wise man said, “are not
equal.” And we are all lame morally, spiritually. We are
all halt, and cannot run “the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus”. How can a man run such a race when
he has no legs to run whth, and, no eyes with which to look
to Jesus? Only as we are made new creatures and given
divine illumination can we ever make progress in the race
of life.

Blind, halt — withered! Well, it is natural for old people
to be somewhat withered. And we are old; the old man in
us is utterly withered. Withered memory! A man says, “I
cannot remember @s I used to.” Withered consciences;

withered judgments; withered hearts; withered wills — .

steadily, constantly, declining, shrivelling up, ready for the

undertaker. Withered, all-of us — that is our condition.
There are young men here growing old before their time,

and young women who are conscious ‘that life has lost its

. resiliency, its elasticity. Life is dried up and withered, with

no throbbing energy within indicative of the incoming of

an éternal life.. How terribly we have been marred by sin!-

And yet, notwithstanding, we are always hoping for a bet-
ter day. Here they were, sitting by the-pool, waliting for the
moving of the water. That is-optimism, is it not?

If you were to say to-day that the end of war is im-
possible in this present dispensation, and with human nature
as it is, people would say, ‘“Write that man- down as a back
number.” But what will be the end of the end of the naval
conferences — tens of thousands of dollars spent for noth-
ing? And you are no further ahead at the end than at the
beginning. But people like to dream of a golden day when
swords shall be beaten into plows, and spears into pruning
hooks, when men shall learn war no more. And there will
be such a day — but it will not come by disarthament con-
ferences: it will come by the mighty power of God in an-
other way. than that. Yet we are being told in the face of
social conditions that give the lie to every prophecy, that
we are getting better and better every day. There is a kind
of Coueism. that applies to something else than the body.
And perhaps it is not surprising that Christian Science, the
philosophy that is based upon the belief of a lie — for that
is the distinctive difference between- Christian Science —
and Christianity. To be a Christian one must believe the
truth. To be a.Christian ‘Scientist, he nust deny the tiuth,
and believe a lie — and it is not surprising perhaps that
such a philosophy of life should be popular, because men
are waiting for the moving of the water, and like to be flat-
tered, 'and to be told if they wait just a little longer the

7

angel will move the waters and they will be made whole. .

T heard last week of a fiiend of mine, a great preacher,
who announced: that he -would preach on Coueism a cer-
tain Sunday night, and show the falsity of these philosophies.
The church was crowded, with peopleditting in the aisles.
Just before beginning his sermon the preacher said, “I have
noticed several Sunday evenings here that the atmosphere
has been rather close and stuffy, and it is very difficult to

-ventilate a building like this- where there are so many

people.” Then he took from his desk a bottle, and said,
“I have a fluid here that will purify the atmosphere and
make it comfortable for us, 4nd I am going to sprinkle it

around.” He took the cork from the bottle, and put some .

of the liquid in his hand, and sprinkled it around. Then
he said. “After a little while you will feel the effect of it.

You will find the atmosphere freshened when it reaches’

you, and T should like you to 1ift your hand when you feel
it.” Presently people lifted their hands in different quar-
ters. By and by he said, “It should be reaching the galiery
by this time. Will someone in the back of the galllery raise
his hand when he feels it.” Presently hands went up in
various parts of the gallery, intimating that they were be-
coming more comffortablé. Then the ipreacher said, “I am
glad you are all so comfortable. It was just a bottle . of
water, that is all!” ) )

Thus people are waiting, dreaming of the impossible,
hoping that somehow or another there will be an end of
this blindness and haltness, this withered life; while the
years pass, and no blessing comes: That-is 'a picture of the
world. If your eyes are open you will see it everywhere.
There is many a Bethesda pool in Toronto. Toronto itself
is indeed a veritable Bethesda in that respect. o

Let us look at this particular man that is singled out from
among the multitude, and let us look at him for a few min-
utes.. This man had had an infimnity thirty and eight years.




October 24, 1957

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(439) 7

He had been ill a very long time, and he had hoped against
hope, like 'the woman who had spent all she had on many
physicians, and was nothing better, but rather worse. At the
end of his thirty-eight years the man was as helpless as he

. had. been when first he was carried .to the porches of

Bethesda. ‘How many people there are like that, — men
who have reached middle life, men who have passed it,
and whose life has been, from beginning to’ end, a com-
plete failure! And yet they are hoping that somehow they

will get help.

* I wish those of us who are Christians had eyes to see-the

people about the porches of Bethesda. I wish we could be--
. lieve it! I wish we could realize how many men there are in

Toronto who are like this man, who need just what we
have, who need the message that'we could bring them, who
have found noﬁhmo' to help them. They.have turned away
from religion. You will find the houses in this city occu-
pied by thousands and thousands of- people who never go
to church, for the reason, as they say, “It s of no use to go

to church, I used: to 80, I used to be offered salvation, but

I do not go any more. I am hoping to get help in some
other direction.”
IL.

*WHAT WAS THIS ALLEGED SALVATION that

‘was offered? Let us look at the salvation for which these

people were waiting. How intensely humian the whole thing
is! '

First of all, it was limited to a certain time. It was only
at a certain season the ‘angel was supposed to trouble the
pool, and it was of no use to step linto the water§ at any

_ other time. It was for only a limited period that'it had any

healing virtue, and unless one was fortunate enough to be
there in the right season, at the right time, there was no
healing whatever. How different from the gospel! How
different from the story of our Saviour, Who is “the same,
yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” Who is just as well able
to save in April as fin June, and in June as in December;
Who is always the same, and Who never loses His power!

The salvation for which ‘this man was waiting was re-

- stricted to those who were able to get ahead of someone

€lse: whoever would step in first after the troubling-of the
water would be healed. There are many people I know
who ought to be healed if that is so, for they have an un-
canny faculty of getting there first! They are always first.
They see to it that they step in before everybody else. You
driive a car for a little while, and you will find there are
many people of that sort on the road. They want to get
in first, That is the rule of life with them; and those who
“get in on the ground floor”. as they say, are likely to make
money. But it is a poor job for those who come in after-
wards. You have to get there first to get any advantage.
That is the order of society. The things ‘are for those
who come first. The “plums” are for those who arrive
first; there is nothing for those who come after. That is the
rule of life.

- This man was unable to get there first, so he was not
healed at all. This salvation was of no value to people who.

were absolutely impotent, and who were friendless. The pool
did not come to them: they had to go-to the ‘pool: and
there was no healing for any man who could not either by
his own energy or by someone else’s, get there first. If he

wias late there was no help for him at alt.

Is that not common to our everyday experience? There
is help for those who help thémselves, or. whom other peo-
ple help. There is a proverb to the effect that God helps

those who help themselves. If that is so, a great many

3

people ought to -be constantly hél-péd. But some of us can-

not help ourselves = and what then? °
II1.

Let me say that to you young men who are not Christians
if there are any of you here: THE QUESTION THAT
JESUS ASKS of you is, “Wilt thou be made whole? I
want to make of you the man God planned, a man made
in His own image and likeness. I want to make of you a
young man who will have no-defects at alll, who will be_able
to see, who will not be halt, who will not be withered, but
who will be perfectly balanced in all the departments of
his being, with a clear mind illuminated by the Holy Ghost,
with a pure heart, a cleanséd conscience, an enfranchised
will, a quickened spiritual nature, a man possessed by God
Himself, with God looking out of the window, a real man,
like God. I want to make that-of you. Wilt thou be made
whole?” That is what our Lord comes to do. -

Do not believe the devil’s lie that He comes to deprive

us of something that is of value. The idea that a man who -

accepts 'Christ ‘as his Saviour by so doing stultifies his in-
tellect, dwarfs hiis manhood, and becones something less
than the man who denies everything that is in the Book,
is not true. You can never be whole but by the operation
of the Holy Ghost. And that is what Jesus Christ wants
to do for every one of us.
" There are people here who know that, they are not whole.
We know our defects, our deficiencies; and we know that
we need to be filled out, that our characters need to be
balanced and made synunetr-i'c’a'l, that we need the touch
of God, that we need a recreation if we are to be what we
‘want to be. That is what Christ Jesus comes" to do for you.
IV.

And WHAT IS TO BE YOUR ANSWER? The problem

always is that our Lord Jesus speaks a new language; the

gospel is a new language which people do not understand.

The gospel s a message of ‘Christ, and, being 2 message of
Christ, it comes from the land of the Infinite, where there
are no limitations, where the storehouses are full, where
the Author of it can be giving — and giving — and giving
— and giving through all time, and . through all eternity,
and yet a hundred million years from now be as rich as He

is to-day. You cannot understand that, nor,can I. When'

the prodigal came home he brought-with him the idiom
of the speech of the far country, because when he was in
the far country they did not give anything away; when he
began to be in want, no man gave unto him. He had to
pay for evervthing he got in the far country, and when he
got home he expected to have to pay for everythiing. Thus
he salid, “Make me as one of thy hired servants.” He could
not understand the prindiple of grace. That is the diffi-
culty always in dealing with unconverted men. You say,
“Wilt thou be made whole?” and they bring to the inter-
pretation of that proposal the experience of human limita-
tions everywhere. The man says, “I would be a Christian,

only I could not hold out. I should like to have my sins”

forgiven, but T am afraid of to-morrow in the office.” He
finterprets the proposals of grace in the light of his own

experience of rmpoverls‘hment and he says, “What is the -

use?’

That is what this man did. “Wilt thou be ma'de whole?”
He said, “Yes, that is what I am here for; but T have no
man, when the pool is troubled, to put me into the pool.
I have no one to help me, and while I drag my poor im-

.potent fimbs after me, while T am yet a-coming, another

steps down before me, and I am too late. T have always
been too late. T have tried again and again and agalin, and
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_ sometimes I have almost given up, because the healing
which is in the pool that I hear about, is for those who can
help themselves, or who can be helped by others. It is not
for me, because T cannot get from the porch to the pool.”

Ah, is that not like our objections to the gospel? Some
one says, “It is all right for you, a preacher, to talk about
what the Lord can do, but you do not know anything about
my circumstances. You do mot know anything -about my
predispositions or my tendencies toward sin.” You bring up
a hundred objections. which, being interpreted, means, “I
have no man when the water is troubled to put me into
the pool.” Our Lord Jesus said, in effect, “You do not need
to go into the pool. That alleged healing is for those who
can help themselves, and who can put themselves into the
pool. I have come to those who cannot help themselves,
to meet you just where you are, lin all the depths of your
impotence. Rise, take up your bed, and walk.” L

‘Why did the man respond? He did not know even who
Jesus Christ was. He could not give an answer when they
asked him who made him whole. “Why did you walk with
your bed on the sabbath?”’ He replied in effect, “I never
thought about that fine question. All T know is' that there
was 2 Man. Who made me whole, and He Who' made me

. whole said, “Take up thy bed and walk,” and I supposed if
He had power to enable me to walk, it would be perfectly
legitimate for me to do as He told me — and so I did.”

“Well, who is He?” “I do not know, I do not-even know .

His name.” He did not know anything about our Lord, and
yet he did exactly what He told him. ' :
+*There is something about the personality of Jesus Christ
that defies all definition. I heard of a poor woman who
- came to her minister and deacons to explain that she
. wanted to join the church. The minister asked her rhany
questions, but she could not answer them. Some of the
-deacons asked her questions: when she was converted, how
she was converted, how she knew she had been -converted;
and so on. They put her through a thorough intellectual
drill onthe subject, but alll her answers were unsatisfactory.

The minister as kindly ‘as he could saiid, “Well, 'sister, we -

are glad you desire to serve the Lord, but we think you had
better wait a little while before you join the. church, until
you understand these things more perfectly, so that you will
be able to answer lintelligently.” She stood a moment in
silence, then the tears rolled down her face and she said,
“Well, if I cannot speak for Jesus, I could die for Him any-
how.” “Oh,” they said — they had heard the voice of faith
— “You had better come into the church.”

Ah, there are some things which one can spiritually feel
which he cannot express, and when Jesus Christ said to that
man, “Take up thy bed and walk,” there was power in His'
Word, and immediately he took up hiis bed and walked:

You do not need to know very much to be a Christian,

but after you become a Christian you may go on learning
for ever. When you have been a Christian a million years
you will realize that you do not know very much because
“there will be so much still to learn. But you do not need’
to know Very much to be a Christian. How many doctrin-
aires I have seen at work in enquiry-rooms who were worse
than useless, because they did not know how to discern the
movement of the Spirit! They wanted to shut people up
‘to a syllogism, to an intellectual proposition; and because
the man or woman, boy or girl, could not give in so many
words 'a correct answer, they said; “We are afraid he is
not saved.” ’ .

A Sunday School teacher came to me some years ago, in_

my second pastorate, and said, “I have a little girl in my
class who has received Jesus as her Saviour, and she wants
to be baptized. I wish you would have a talk with her.”
I said, “All right. Send her to me.” She came to see me, and
I talked with her as simply as I knew how, and I really be-
lieved she was trusting the Saviour. I went to see her
mother, and her mother said, “I do not feel competent to
judge of such profound matters, Mr. Shields, and 1 want

my father to have a talk with Eva. After he has had a talk
-with her then I shall know whether she really understands.

I am arranging for her grandfather to see her; he lis going

- to examine her, and then we will let you know.” Well, her

grandfather professed to know a great deal about the Book

" — and T think he did know a great deal.about the letter

of iit. He put the little girl in' a chair before him and cross-
questioned her, then he told me the result. “Why,” he said,
*the child has not the root of the matter in her at all.”
“Are you sure?’ ‘“Oh yes, I feel confident she has not.”
“How did you find it out?” “Why,” he salid, “I said to her,
the Scripture says.{He that hath the Son hath life; and he
that hath not the 'Son-of God hath not life’. Now, my dear,
have you got the Son? She told me she 'did not know. I
am affraid she has not the Son.”

If he had asked the little girl, “Have you asked the Lord -

Jesus to forgive your sins? Do you believe that He- has for-
given you? Do you believe He died for you? Are you trust-
ing Him to ‘wash your sins away in His precious blood?’
If he had had any sympathy with the little girl he would
have found out that she was trusting Christ, for T would
rather have received that little girl into the church than
her grandfather any day.

Here was a man who was very ignorant. He did not even
know who Jesus Christ was. He heard His word, and the
word from His lips said, “Take up thy bed and walk” —
and he obeyed that word. How much of the Bible must you
know in order to be saved? Some man says, “I believe it
‘rom ‘cover to cover.” I hope you do. I do, with all my
theart. But there is so much in it. T do not know afll that

is in it, although I have read it through many times, it is .

such a big book. But what if I say to a boy or girl, or man
or woman, in order to be saved you must know your Bible?
Do you know Johm three, sixteen? Do you know that our
Lord said, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life”? Tf- you do not know
another thing about the Bible, if 'you know that one verse,

and believe it with all your heart, you may be saved. You "

will know the rest of it by and by. You do not need to
know much in the beginning. All you need is to take the
same dimple word from the lips of Jesus Who is the Lord of
all, and stake the interests of your soul for time and for
eternity upon it, and do what He says. By and by-He will
meet you and He will tell you who He is, and will lead you
on, and on, and on, away up into the mountains of glory
— and you will still go on learning about Him. But all you
need to know is that you are impotent, and that He says
He will make you whole. Trust Him, and He will do exactly
what He has promised to do.

Let us pray:

O Lord, we thank Thee for the promises of Thy Word.
This morning we would fain take some simple promise, just
some one word of Thine, and rest .upon it. May the Holy
Spirit enable us, every one, to do that just now, for Thy

name's sake, Amen.

April 6, 1930.

'
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They Looked Toward Sodom - -

LOT had accomlpanhed his uncle Abraham ‘on the journey
from Ur of the Chaldees when the Lord had called
Abraham, commanding him to leave his own land for a _
country which would be-shown to him. They both grew
rich, having many cattle, flocks and herds, the measure
of wealth ambong this pastoral people. When strife arose
between the herdsmen, Abraham proposed that they sepa-
rate, generously giving Lot his choice of location. Selfish
Lot, unmindful of the great debt he owed to Abraham,

. “lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that

it was well watered everywhere — even as the garden of
the Lord” (Gen. 13:10). Lot looked toward "Sodom with
a gaze of longing which indicated worldly ambition, self-
interest, greed and love.of ease. This land was fertxle, it
would yleld lits fruit without much toil, and it resembled
the Garden of Eden in iits beauty. Moreover, there before
him lay Sodom, a well-built dity with fits teeming multi-

- tudes and ‘the opportunity for luxurious pleasure. Lot look-

ed toward Sodom, he chosé it, journeyed in that direction
and finally settled therein. His ambition was attained, but
better far for him had he turned his eyes away from the
well-watered plain! We must watch the direction of our
gaze and choose carefully that upon which we will- fasten

our thought, lest we reach our goal and discover that we .

have all the while been focussing our attention upon the

:City of Destruction. We must watch well the building of
_our dream, for it will master us.

The Lord’saw the wickedness of 'Sodom 'that it was very

great; its Cup of iniquity was full, and judgment must fall.
But in that city was a man who trusted God, and although"

prospering amid the wickedness of Sodom, he could not
quite forget the godly instruction received through his
uncle Abraham. Also, the prayers of faithful Abraham were
being exercised on his behalf. The Scriptures tell us that
God condemned those cities with an overthrow, but “de-
livered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the
wicked.” Keeplmg faith with Abraham the Lord had made
provision to deliver Lot. Two ange'ls were sent as mes-
sengers of mercy to smatch Lot and”his family from the

. doomed city: “And the men arose from thence and looked

toward Sodom” (Gen. 18:16). Theirs was a look of heav-
enly compassion. Their gaze of love and pity took them to

the very city, evil as it was. They were the messengers of .

@ just and merciful God, and they must enter that loath-
some place if ﬁhey would execute their mission of mercy.
The Scriptures'give us a true, yet sad picture of the sin-
ners of Sodom and their wicked thoughts toward even the
holy angels of God. How the souls of these pure angels
would shrink from contact with the sin and shame of that
city! Yet they did not turn back, but rescued Lot, even
although he tarried and must be compelled by their en-
treaties to leave. How like the infinite stoop. of our Saviour,
who looked with.'mercy toward us, even when we were
dwelling in the tents of wickedness! He who knew no sin
came down to this evil world and sojourned among us
that He might deliver us from the doom ‘awaiting us and
take us to a safé haven. While on earth He looked with
compassion upon the multitudes, viewing them as sheep
without a shepherd.” So would He have us look upon the
world of men, steeped in sin, that He might send us to

- them with the message of release from their wretchedness

and from the fearful punishment awaiting those who turn

from H'ls overtures of mercy, preferring to remain in the

"City of Destruction. We imust try to snatch ‘them in ‘pity

_from sin and the grave.

As Lot and his famiily were. guided away fmm the city,
his wife looked back toward Sodom (Gen. 19:26), and for
her disobedience became ‘2 pillar of salt. Hers was the look
of sinful desire. The artificial gayety and sinful luxury-of
the city had entered finto her very soul, and like a person
fascinated by the glittering eye of a 'deadl-y serpent, she
could not withdraw her gaze. So steeped. had she become
in the evil life of the city of Sodom; she was mastered by
“the lust of the eye”. Similarly, many of the children of
Israel turned back in their hearts toward Egypt. Like Job
we must make a covenant with our eyes, lest, looking too
long upon that which is contrary to the will of God, we find
that it has become part of us. Like the Psalmiist we shall
say: “I wmill set no wicked -thing 'be‘fore mine eyes” (Psa.
101:3).

But what of Abraham, the friend of God, the father of
the faithful? After hearing the message of the heavenly
visitors and watching the two angels depart for Sodom, he
“stood yet before the Lord” in earnest supplication, and
then returned unto his own place. Early the next morning
he arose and went again to that trysting place where he
had stood before the Lord. It was evidently on a height
overlooking the plain and a place from which Sodom and
Gomorrah were visible. Then “he looked toward Sodom”
(Gen.. 19:28). His was a look of faith, of trust, of assur- .
ance: As on other occasions 'Abraham believed God and
early in the morning resorted to the place from which he
could see the fulfilment of the sure word of Jehovah.
Would ten righteous men be found and the city be saved,
or would the ity be destroyed and the righteous ones be
saved? In the distance he probably saw six figures silhouet-
ted against the sky, one lagging behind the others. Yes, -
Lot, his wife and two daughters were being escorted from
the 'place of peril by two angels. One person ‘turned back
and immediately became motionless. Two others dis-
appeared, and then Lot with his daughters could be seen
hastening toward the small city of Zoar on the side of the
mountain. Suddenly fire and brimstone descended from
heaven, and the flames shot up from the two dities, as the
whole pla.m was, destroyed. Once again Jehovah had dis-
played His faithfulness; the word which had gone forth
from His lips was surely perfomned

'We shall always be safe if we keep our ‘eyes upon the
Lord: Let us continually look to Him, that He may pre-
serve us from all evil.

—O.- L. C.

— s

Monthly

FRENCH LANGUAGE
SERVICE

Sunday, Oectober 27th, 3 p-m.
in Greenway Chapel -




o s

10 (442)

.THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

October 24, 1957

b

- The Bible Doctrine of Sin’
. _ " ByDr. C.D.Cole _ :
* Dean Emeritus of Toronto Baptist Seminary

' IV.  DEPRAVITY — TOTAL, UNIVE‘RSAL,
. INHERENT ' '

EPRAVITY is a word that describes the state or dis-
position of a man, considered as a moral being. A
moral being is one who -is accountable to God for hiis dis-
position, thoughts, speech, and conduct. Dépravity is the
moral corruption of human nature; the state of sinfulness
natural to the unregenerate. .
Depravity is the opposité to what is required by the law
of God. And the sum of the divine faw 'is love to God and
to our-neighbour (Matt. 22:37-39). Paul says that love
is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 13:8-10). Depravity,
then, -must consist of the lack of the love required by God,
and the setting up of some other object or objects in the
human afffections. And all the objects set up in competition
with God may be reduced to one, and that is self. Self-love
is the very root of depravity, the substitute lin our affections
for love to God. Self-will, self-admiration, and self-right-
eousness are .various manifestations of a depraved nature.
Depravity is that state of nature that causes man to put
self in the place of God, and to seek hiis own gratification,
honour, and interests as the ultimate end of all his actions.
Every moral being ought to live and act for the highest
good, and the highest good is the glory of God. Depravity
is that corruption of nature that leads men to act for self-
~ glory. The-very essence of sin is selfishness. Take -the first
and last letters off the word “sin” and you have left the
letter “I”. Take the word “self”, and spell it backwards,
adding the letter. “h” and you have the word “flesh”. And

the Bible uses the word flesh to denote the corrupt nature_

of man. "Inthe Bible the word flesh has more than one
connotation. It is sometimes used to denote all animal life,
as when we read that “the life of the flesh is in the blood”
(Lev. 17:11), and “All flesh is not the same flesh: but

there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts,.

another of fishes, and another of birds” (1 Cor. 15:39).
The word flesh is also. used of the human body, as when

Paul writes the Philippians that it is more needful for them

that he abide in the flesh. But more often, the word flesh
denotes the corrupt nature of man. Christ taught that the
flesh profiteth-nothing, and Paul confessed that fin his flesh
there was nothing good. o _

When Paul describes men under a variety of wicked
_ characters, the first link in the chain fis: “lovers of their
own selves” (2 Tim. 3:2). This love of self is the fountain
from which all evil thoughts and actions flow; it is the
womb out of which all sinful expedients are born; it is the
incubator in whiich all evil inventions are hatched. .

Depravity is total, reaching to all the faculties of the soul;
.it is universal, taking in all men born'of woman; and it is
inherent, resulting from original sin, and transmitted by
.+ natural generation or physical birth. )

1. -
: Total Depravity

Total depravity means that the natural man is depraved
or corrupted in all the faculties of his being. It is not a
question of degree but of extent. It does not mean that
every man is as bad as he can become, or that he is as
wicked as the devil. It does not mean that all men are

equal in the degree or amount of sin. But it does mean that -
every part of the soul is affected by sin. Drop a grain of
arsenic linto ' glass of water, and all the water is affected
— every drop of the water is poisoned. Put in another grain
of arsenic and the poison is intensified, but not extended.

, No more of the water is polisoned, but all of the water is

more poisonous. So man, born with a-depraved nature,
may, in his downward career, become ‘more depraved.

Total depravity means that man, as the result of original
sin, is morally or spiritually dead. And dead is an adjective

that ‘does not admit of comparison. There are no degrees of ~ -

death, but there are degrees in death. To illustrate: here is
a physical corpse. The-man has been dead one hour; he
is totally dead. Here is another corpse. This man has been
dead one week. He is no more dead than the man who has

been dead one hour; but the corpse is in worse’ condition. - o
. Now, the Bible presents the natural man under the figure

of a moral or spiritual .corpse.-Here is a’ young girl of six-
teen summers, beautiful, vivacious, and ‘charming. She
knows nothing of the life of the brothel. But' this girl, unless
born from above and a believer in Christ, lis morally or
spiritually dead. 'She is lacking in love to God. And her
depravity is manifested in pride of apparel, pride of beauty,
- disobedience to parents, lack of interest in the word of God,
etc. Here is another moral corpse. She is a woman of the
brothel; her virtue is gone and she is abandoned to a life
of sin and shame. She drinks, and smokes, and swears, and
lies, and steals, and breaks up homes. She is no more dead
_than the girl of sixteen, but she is in a far worse condition,
niow and forever, unless saved by the grace of God.

There are three general views with reference to human
depravity. (1) Men’ by nature are not depraved in any
degree, or to any extent. This was the teaching of Pelagius,
a British monk, who taught that every human soul is im-
mediately created by God as innocent,-and holy, and as
able to obey God, as Adam was at his creation. (2) Men-
are partially depraved — corrupt in part and holy in part.
This theory has many advocates, who contend that the will

~of man is free in the sense that it is able to choose ‘Christ

as Lord and Saviour. The writer recalls an illustration from
Dr. Shields which runs somethiing like this: ina certain con-
ference, a preacher, with a name for orthodoxy, preached
a sermon on total depravity, emphasizing the truth that the
sinner is totally depraved. When he-had finished, a preacher
of keen ‘intellect and of liberal views, asked him if there is
anything in the sinner that can respond favorably and sav--
ingly to the preaching of the gospel. The other man said,
“Yes, there is.” “Is that'something, good or.bad?” con- '
tinued the liberal: And the so-called orthodox brother had
to 'answer that it must be good. “Then,” said the other,
“man is not totally depraved, as you have just preached.”
And this same inconsistency appears in much of the preach
ing. of our day. ‘
(3) Thé Bible consistently teaches that the sinner is totally
depraved; that there is nothing in him that can respond
savingly to the gospel appeal, and that a new birth .is neces-
sary for favorable response to the gospel. The carnal mind
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is.enmity against God (Rom. 8:7); the heart is deceitful .

above all things and desperately wicked (Jer. 17:9; Matt.
15:19) ; and the will is also in bondage to sin-(Jno. 6:44;
Jno. 5:40; Phil. 2:13; Jno. 1:13). Men choose what they
do because of the state of thefir minds and hearts — and
these control the will. - ’

Universal Depravity

Universal depravity means that all men are depraved.
Every man, apart from the new birth, is lacking in that
which the law of God requires. He does niot love God,
neither. does he .love his neighbour as the creature of God.
It is onlly the born again ones who love God (1 Jno. 4:7);
who understand the things of God (1 Cor. 2:14; Jno. 3:3;
2 Cor. 4:4, 6) ; who believe on the Lord Jesus IChrist (1
Jno. 5:1) ; or who practice righteousness .(1 Jno. 2:29).

‘Of Daviid’s day it was written: ‘““There is none. that doeth
good, no, not one” (Ps. 14:3). And Paul quotes this verse
and applies it to the people. of his day (Rom. 3:10). The
only man free from the corruption of nature since the first

Adam sinned and fell was the Lord Jesus Christ, the only,

begotten Son of God, Whose birth was not after the law
of matural generation. - ' ’

What we have been writing does not make the preach-
ing of the gospel a hopeless task. Even though the sinner

is dead, the Spirit of God can quicken him 'into life {Eph.

2:8-10) ; even though he is in darkness, the same Spirit can
shine iin his heart. to give light to know Christ (2.Cor. 4:6) ;
even though he cannot come to Christ, the Spirit can draw
him to the Saviour (Jno. 6:44) ; and even though he is not

willing to come to Christ, he may become willing in the day |,

of God’s power (Jno. 6:37); and even if the sinner is in-
different to his state and standing before a thrice holy and
sin avenging God, the Holy Spirit can convict him,and
cause him to cry out, “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts
16:30). ' :

Let us keep in mind that we are commissioned by a

_ mighty God, Who has assured us that His word shall not

return unto Him: void, but that it shall accomplish that
which He pleases, and prosper in the thing ‘whereto He
sends it (Tsa. 55:11).
III.
. Inherent Depravity

Depravity of nature 'is transmitted to all men by natural
generation. Like begets like; that which is born of the flesh
is %esh, and the carnal or fleshly mind is enmity against

The early appearance of sin in the child is proof that
depravity of nature is inherited. The very first, acts that
discover reason in the child have sin in-them. Watch the

child when reason begins to dawn, and it will express itself-

by doing harm to others, by lying, by pnide of apparel, or
by natural inclination to revenge. Have not most fathers
and mothers quieted the baby by beating that which had
hurt or offended it? The child at the very dawn of reason
manifests a spirit of revenge. .

In Andrew Fuller’s diary, under date of January 8, 1785,
are these words: “Much afffected today lin hearing 'my little
girl say, ‘How soon Sabbath day comes again!’ Felt grieved
to see the native aversion of the carnal heart to God so
early discovering itself.”

Inherent depravity is seén in the fact that the child wil

* sin without being taught to sin.” “A child left to himself

puts his mother to shame” (Prov. 29:15). Only leave ‘the
child fo act naturally and it will do shameful things. What

mother is not cognizant of this fact? We must be taught
to do that which is not natural to us. - Take one who has
never been taught to swim and throw him into deep water
and he will drown. But take a horse or some other beast .
and plunge it into the stream, and it will swim because

‘nature has_taught it. Man sins naturally, but he has to be-

taught to do good. -

Inherent depravity is directly affirmed in many Scrip-
tures. “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did
my mother conceive me” (Ps. 51:5). David iis not casting
reflection upon his mother’s virtue; he is confessing to a
sinful nature received in birth. “The wicked ‘are estranged
from the womb: they go astray as soon as-they be born,
speaking lies” (Ps. 58:3). And again, in Eph. 2:3 we read
that we “were by nature the children of wrath, even as
others.” And in Rom. 9:8 we.are told that the children of
the flesh are not the children of God; ‘and if not children
of God, they aré the children of disobedience, children of
wrath ; yea, children of the devil. .

The Scriptures which teach the necessity of the mnew
birth prove that depravity is total, universal, and inherent.
Regeneration is not of parts but of persons; the whole
psychic being is born 'again. And every man needs the new
birth, for excépt 2 man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God. And if depravity were not hereditary,
the new birth would not be necessary; training and educa-
tion would bring .one into the kingdom of God. If there:
were but a spark of linherent goodness, that spark could be
fanned into a flame, and 2 new creation would not
essential to salvation. . .

- INustration

To conclude, the following supposed case will ilustrate -

and clarify the- truth we have been expounding. A ship’s
crew mutiny, put their officers in chains, and take com-
mand of the ship. They sail to a distant port, dispose of
the cargo, and divide the proceeds. But while they are on
the tvoyage they find it necessary, for self-preservation, to
establish some kind of laws to govern them. To these laws
they adhere punctually, act with faimess toward each other,
and agree to 'an impartial distribution of their plunder.
But before they reach port, one of the crew is seized with
regret. He insists that they are engaged in a wicked
scheme, and urges that they release their officers, implore
their forgiveness, and resume their duties under their com-

"mand.. But the others plead their justice, honour, and re-

spect for one another. They remind him that they are
keeping the laws they had agreed upon. But he tells them
there is no virtue in this; that all thefir equity, while exer--
cised in pursuit of a scheme which violates the great law.
of justice, is itself a species of iniquity. He shows them
that they are running the ship for their own selfish interest
and glory, arid not in the interest «of the owner. He urges
them to repent of their wicked design. He pleads with
them to release their officers, beg for mercy, and return
to their duties as faithful sailors. .

This parable is not-difficult to apply to the truth fin hand.
As sailors on the ship of life, the human race mutinied in
the very beginning and every one born on the ship has
joined 1in the rebellion. While there has been a semblance
of law and order and some. respect for one another, every

sman, apart from the grace of God, has lived for. self rather
. than for God, the Creator and.Owner of all. The need of

every. one is to repent and return to God, surrendering to
Him and hoping for mercy through the blood of His Son.
And may we preach, expecting the Holy Spirit to bring
this about in the case of many. God be praised, He is able!

" (448) 11
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‘We Need To EIevate Our Slgh’rs

By Dr. A. W. Tozer

HERE are few things as frustrating as to work without
-knowing what we are trying to accomplish; that is, to
be lost in the means and ignorant of the end.

" Examples of this are ‘found in “parts” factories where
men spend years making small articles that have no s’1g-
nificance in themselves and can have satisfying meaning
only when related to hundreds of other and dissimilar arti-
cles and to the completed object of which each one is a
small part.

Since the human mind is designed to deal with ends and
wholes, this enforced preoccupation with parts and means
is rpar‘tlcularly dxsconcertm-g The urge to plan and to create
according ito plan is strong in us, and we feel fenced in and
deféated when we are compelled to spend our days in tofl
that attains no visible objective. Tt lis this rather than the
work itself that makes so many jobs dull and boresome.

I have wondered whether the flat tedium found in most
‘churches cannot be explained at least in part as the psy-
chological consequence of numbers of persons meeting to-
- gether at stated times without quite knowing why they
have met. Most people simply do not like to go to church
-and will not go if they can escape the ordeal decently; and
millions can and do.

It would be too easy to dismiss this dislike for church as
only another symptom of original sin and love of ‘moral
darkness, but I believe that explanation is too pat to be
wholly true. It doesn’t explain enough. Some persons, for
instan'ce, find church intolerable because there is no objec-
tive toward whiich pastor and people are moving, aside

possibly from the limited one of trying to enlist eight more,

women and ten more men to chaperon the annual youth
cook-out or reaching the bullding fund quota for the month.
And believe me, that can get mighty wearisome after a
while, so wearisome indeed that a]er‘t, forward-looking per-
sons often forsake the churches in droves and leave -the
spnhtless, the dull and those =ffflicted with permanent in-
souciance to carry on, if a 'phra“se so active dare be used
_"to describe what they do. -

To Paul there was nothing dull ér tiresome in the re-

. ligion of 'Christ. God had a plan which was being carried

forward to completion, and Paul and “all the faithful in

Christ Jesus” were part of that plan. Itincluded predestina-

tion, redemption, adoption and the obtaining of an eternal

inheritance in the heavenly rplace‘s God’s purpose has now
been openly revealed (Eph. 3:10, 11).

‘Tt was the knowledge that they weré part of an eternal
plan that imparted unquenchable enthusiasm to the early
Christians. They burned with holy zeal for ‘Christ and felt
that they were part of -an army which the Lord was lead-
ing to ultimate conquest over all the powers of darkness.
That was enough o fill them with perpetual enthusiasm.

It is one of the anomalies of religion in our day that the
.orthodox churches appear to have lost itheir crusading spirit
(obviously for want of-a crusade), and the enthusiasm, they
once had and lost has gone over to a‘false religion and an
-evil political system. I refer of course to Russellism and
- Communism.

Commu{usm is an ev1l but it drives on toward world
'dommatnon for the very reason.that its devotees 'are con-

vinced that it is destined to dominate. It fis this conviction
that makes '‘Communists all biit invincible. Any act one of
them may perform for the cause carries an emotional war-
head: it is the fixed belief that his act is part of a high
plan that more than justifies it.

Russellism (now traveling under the alias of Jehovah’s
Witnesses) is also motivated by a clear purpose. Its follow-
ers talk with starry-eyed fervor about the “Kingdom™ and,
however far they may have strayed from the truth, they are -
nevertheless convinced that they are sons of a new world
order soon to_emerge. To them this new order is completely
real and in their enthusiasm they care little how many
persons they offend or how many enemies they make. In the
light of thefir glorious future nothing else matters. So they
believe and their belief, thougih false, furnishes all the drive
they need. g

The evangelical Christian need make no apology for-his
beliefs. They are in direct lineal descent from those of the
apostles. He can check the tenets of his total creed against
the life-giving, transforming beliefs of church fathers both

\ East and West, reformers, mystics, missionaries, saints and

evangelists, and they will heck out one by one. Then let
him check them all with the Holy S'erlptures and 'agam they

_will prove to be sound.

What then is the trouble? Why the inertia, the torpor
that lies over the church? '
The answer lis that we are too comfortable, too rich, too

‘contented. We hold the faith of our fathers, but it does

not hold us. We are suffering from judicial blindness-visited
upon us because of our sins. To us has been ‘committed the
most precious of all treasures, but we are not committed to
it. We insist upon making our’ religion a form of amuse-
ment and will have fun whether or not. We are afflicted
with religious myopia and see only things near at hand.

God has set eternity in our hearts and we have chosen
time finstead. He is trying to interest us in a glorious to- -
morrow and we are settling for an inglorious today. We
are bogged down in local interests and have lost sight of
eternal purposes. We improvise and muddle along, hoping
for heaven 4t Jast but showing no eagerness to get there,
correct in doctrine but weary of prayer and ‘bored with

" God.

—The Alliance Weekly

An -appreciafecj ‘word from
radio station CHWO

“ . . the Sunday Service from Jarvm
_Street has become one of our most listened to
features and we are very proud to be associated.
wnh you )

'CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THIS GOSPEL
'BROADCAST.

-~

~
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| .The.-We\ek-Eh'd In'.!_a;r\;is Street Church -

()'CTOBER is “Bible School Month” in Jarvis Street
Church, and the attendance is now steadily increas-
ing, most of the regular scholars having recovered from
“the prevalent *flu and colds, and new scholars being added
to the roll. The two_busses owned by the School brought
in a total of 90 scholars, the highest number they have
transported to date. Two new' districts have been can-
vassed lately, and earnest efforts are being put forth by the
faithiful band of officers and teachers. -

The Saturday Night Prayer Meeting was well attended,
and the ISpirit of prayer and supplication rested upon the
people with special power, a sure indication that Sunday
would be a good day, and indeed, so it was. -

Dr. H. C. Slade preached with great unction at both
services. In the morning his topic was “The Christian’s
Strength” (Eph. 6:10). ‘We need to remind ourselves that
we ‘are engaged in a warfare, in a continuous conflict. The
Christian is 'a warrior, and Christ is the Captain of our
salvation. For those enlisting under His banner there will
be hardships, so we must be good soldiers of jesus 'Christ.
In our warfare we must seek to please’ Him who hath
chosen us to be soldiers: we are not "to -become entangled
with the ‘affairs of this life. We -must be devoted to ‘Christ,
as a soldjer is devoted to king and country.

We are commanded to be strong in the Lord. In our-
selves we can do nothing; we have no strength of our own.
As we look into the Word of God, we shall see our weak-
ness and realize our own insufficiency. We say ‘with Paul,
“Who iis sufficient for these things?” Let us lift up our eyes
beyond ourselves. and look to the Liord; our strength is in
Him. The Revised Version of this text reads: ‘“Be continu-

ally getting empoweéred in the Lord.” All power i in Him, -

We come to this conclusion, that if anything is accom-
plished, any souls are saved or any blessing tis evident, it is
the Lord who has been working.

Why are we to be strong in the Lord? Because our.ad-
versary, the Devil, goes about seeking whom he may devour,
and we need to stand against his wiles. Satan does not
interfere when men are interested only in earthly things,
but when you begin to pursue spiritual things, Satan’s head-
quarters will send out an alarm, and the artillery of hell
wiill be opened up. Satan will inspire one to oppose Chris-
tians, another to prevent the salvation of sinnérs and an-
other to destroy souls. Do not be surprised if you meet with
strong opposition if you determine to live for Jesus Christ
and walk the narrow way. :

See the nature of this formidable foe. Our wrestling is

against “spiritual wickedness in high places”, against “a
host of wicked spirits operating lin high places.” Some angels
left. their first estate and fell, but they did not lose their
power; they are constantly operating in their designated
spheres, in high places such as places of culture, education
and religion, in Seminaries 'and places of government. The
papal system of Rome fis the Devil’s masterpiece in deluding
the minds of the people, keeping them fin darkness. Satan
leads precious souls captive at hiis will.

We must put on the whole armour of God, that we
“may be able to stand in the evil day.” The evil day is the
certain time that Satan sets aside for his most vicious at-
tacks. Have you experienced his evil day? Satan came
even to Chrlist and tempted Him. In such an hour we are
to put on the whole armour of God.” There is One above

"we have redemption and pardon. No.

Satan who can curb and limit his operations. The weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual. The battle is
great and the enemy strong, but trusting in the One who is
stronger than he, we may overcome. Be strong in Him!

The evening sermon, broadcast as msual over CHWO,
Oakville (1250), was a powerful and soul-stinfing message
on the theme “Unsearchable Riches” (Eph. 3:8).

The messenger, the Apostle Paul, although his praise was
known throughout all the churches, styled -hlimself “less
than the least of all saints.” The one spoken of as “the
greatest man of all the great men the great God ever made”
called himself “the chief of sinners” and “unworthy to be
called an apostle.” This spirit of humility is the true mark
of the Christian. God has no place for human pride: He
“resisteth the proud” and “the proud he knoweth afar off”;
We may well come and sit at the feet of the Lord Jesus
IChrist and learn of Him, for He is meek and lowly of heart.

There was 'a cause which produced and kept this deep
humility. Paul never forgot the deeds he had committed
against Christ; his part in the stoning of Stephen and the
persecution of the Christians. ‘God forgave him, but could
he ever forgive himself? Some things we are to forget, but
never the pit from which we have been digged and the rock
from which we have been hewn. Thiis-will keep us humble.
Paul could not get ‘away from the fact that God had saved
him, and any blessing in his ministry was due to the grace
of God. )

The message of the Gospel is designated as “the unsearch- -
able riches of Christ.” This is our constant theme. We have
nothiing to give the people in heathen lands and they have
nothing to give us: we all need Jesus Christ. . The preach-
ing of Christ is the true mark of the God-sent messenger,
and this is the message; “the unsearchable riches of Christ.” _

Notice the character of these riches. They are undiscover-
able; they cannot be fully explored in earth by men or in -
heaven by angels, represented in Scripture as looking, look-
ing, desiring to see the full meaning of the Gospel. Who
can measure the value of the blood of Christ? Who can
estimate the rightéousness given to us in Christ, that per-
fect robe of His righteousness provided for those who
trust in Him? We can display these riches, however, that
people may hear about them. They ‘are possessed by none
except the Lord Jesus Christ; He has all the treasures of
grace and all fulness dwells in [Him. Think of the riches
of His character. Because of His spotless, guiltless charac-
ter He was able to atone for our sins. Think upon the
riches of His love, shown when He took our place and
died for us, although we were ungodly, unjust ‘and enemies.

These. riches are in the Gospel. How can we preach on
the unsearchable riches of Christ? We do mot know all
about these fiches, but we do know something about them.
They are given in the Word, contained in the everlasting
Gospel. In the Gospel this legacy of. the riches of Christ
iis broken ‘down, as it were, for us, even the excéeding riches
of His grace..In Christ we are accepted in the Beloved,
ilt can transcend
the efficacy of the precious blood. Think of the riches of
His power. The Gospel is God’s instrumert for the res-
toration of the human soul that was formerly a bondslave
of the Evil One. These riches are accessible. Every one -
of us poor, bankrupt sinners can be made wealthy in Christ:
“though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
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that ye through hiis poverty might be rich.” Infinite riches
we have in Christ. Why cling to our own poverty? Why
work for the riches of this world, when in the riches of
Christ we have that which satisfies our eternal soul? Do
not try to éstablish your own righteousness, but accept the
eternal inheritance offered to you. Receive it through the
-Gospel Come to Christ and He wull give you rest, pardon,

peace-and all things. —O.LC.

CONNIE’S CONFESSION
NO SIR, T never thought Mom knew how hér pearl neck-
lace got broken! Of course, you know, she never wore
it any more, not since she gave her heart to the iLoord Jesus.
Now I'm not sure what that has to do with weafing neck-
laces, but Mom’s been awful sweet and smlley since, so it
must be all right.

Now, if that nedcklace had been mine, I don’t think T'd
have let it lie in its little velvet box with the shiny satin
lining for 'months, and not even look at it! I don’t know
what Uncle Syd’s going to say when he finds out Mom’s
not wearing that expensive necklace he gave her. You know
Uncle Syd tis Mom’s rich uncle from England. Well, as I
was saying, #f it had been mine, T wouldn’t have just let
‘it lie in the box all the time. |

And so that was the reason, when Janie and I were play-
ing that day, that I borrowed it for a little while. You see,
I was to be the very rich lady coming to visit her. I had

* Mom’s old high-heeled shoes on, and a pretty lace curtain
over my shoulders for a scarf, and T just had to have some-
thing to make me look rich, didn’t T? Of course, 1 thought
Mom wouldn’t care since she never wore it any more. So
I just left Janie’s place, and ran home to get' it — T mean
borrow- it. i '

You should have seen Janie’s eyes pop open when she
saw whdt I pulled out of my ppocket! I tell you, T really
felt like a rich lady when T put that beautiful necklace
around my neck. Then, I put on Janie’s mother’s market hat
too, and 1 came down the hall and knocked on the ‘play-
room door.

“Why, Mrs. Jones, I'm simply thrilled! Do come in, my
dear. It’s been years since T've seen you.” (You know when
we play, we try to talk like real elegant people.): -

Well, I admired her baby — that was tlhie doll she got
for Christmas last year. Then I told her all about how rich
T was, and about my pearl necklace — and I pretended I
had just dozens of them.

Just then Janie’s mother came in the playroom, and said,
- “I’d like to meéet a rich lady who owns dozens of lpe’arl

necklaces.”

Janie’s Mom is wonderful She’s my Sunday School
teacher, in fact; and she knows 2 lot about ‘the Bible. Why,
there’s. hardly ever a questmn that she can’t answer!

Well, before I' went home that alfternoon, Janie said,
“May 1 wear your beads for a little while, Connie?”

“I guess you can,” 1 said slowly, “but be very careful.”

\

-—
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She promised.

The doorbell rang d0wnsmrs, and I heam'd my Mom’s
voice. ‘Say, I made a dive for that necklace-to get it from -
Janie, and I guess I pulled too hard fin the wrong place.
Before I knew what was happening, those expensive pearls
went scattering all over the playroom floor! We just
couldn’t believe our eyes. -

Janie said we better pick.them up quick, and wrap them
in my hankie. We searched and. searched until we picked
up all we could see. Just then, Janie’s mother called up,

- “Connlie, your mother’s here, and she wants you to go now.’

If there was anyone I didn’t want to see that moment,
it was Mom! But what could I do? We went home, and
all the while I had my hand in my pocket, where ‘the broken
beads were tied up in my hankie. I tell you, I didn’t feel
very good mmde but I tried to chatter along and act
natural. . o
. Before I crawfled in bed that night I trfied to thread '
them, but T couldn’t find a needle small enough, so at
last I gave it up. I slipped over on tip-toe to Mom’s room
and put it back iin the little velvet box, hoping she wouldn’t
find out who did-it. I had-an awful time to get to sleep
that night for some reason.

For days and days I couldn’t get it out of my mind. Often
I saw Mom look at me kind of sad — but I-wasn’t real
sure if it Was the way she looked, or the way I felt hnmde,
that made it sad. . '

Tt just seemed everywhere 'T went, someone would remmd
me of my “secret sin’” — at least that s what our preacher
was preaching about last Sunday, and he pointed right
down to me. I felt so uncomfortable! So I started leafing
through the hymn book so T wouldn’t hear any more.

- Then in ‘Sunday School, our lesson was about the man
that hid the talent, and how he wrapped«it in'a napkin
(Luke 19:20). T couldn’t help thinking about the broken
necklace that I wrapped in my hankie. I don’t remember
what the man did with the talent, because I was wondering
what Mom would do to me when she found out.

At school, when we were playing London Bridge, and I
was caught, they asked me which I’d like best: a beautiful
pearl nec‘kllace, or a wristwatch. Well, I took the wrist-

" watch, ’cause I don’t like pearl ne'cklaces, no matter how

bea:uti‘ful they are any more,

But what the preacher said about secret sins and point-
ing to me, bothered me the most. .I didn’t know that was
what it was!

Then last night lin, famﬂy worship, Dad read lfrom Prov-
etbs. The twenty-eighth chapter, T think it was. One verse
jumped right out at me, and -hit me. “He that covereth
his sins shall not prosper: lbut whoso confesseth and for-
saketh them shall have mercy.” -

Well, that did it. When we got down to-pray, I got all
choked up, and a couple of sobs slipped out. ‘ I sure wanted
to confess and have mercy, more than anything else in the
world.

1 told Mother all about it. And do you know what she
said?

Yes, Connie, Mother ‘knew all about it, but I've been
waiting for you to tell me .

“You knew?” I '

. “Why, dear, Janie's mother was cleaning the playroom,
and she found four pearls under the chest. Then, too, I
knew whose hankie the broken -string ‘was wrapped in.
You weren’t very happy either, Conme with ﬁhat on your
conscience, were you?”

“I sure wasn’t,” I.confessed.
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So we got down on our knees agalin, and I told the Lord
* I was sorry that I hadn’t told Mother right away, and to
please forgive me. Then Mother prayed the nicest prayer.
She thanked the Lord for answering her prayer and con-
victing me, and asked the Lord to keep my conscience ten-
der, and help me to walkin the light of His Word!

I tell you what, I felt as fight as air when we got up.
I promised Mom that after this; I'd .come right out with
the truth, and not try to hide anything again.

Do you know what Mom said? “And herein do I exercise
myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward Men” (Acts 24:16). —Gospel Banner.

'Bible Schaool Lesson Qutline

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE VISION CONCERNING THE CANDLESTICK
Lesson Text: Zechariah 4.

" Yolume 21

Golden Text: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
ariah 4:6.

saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech

Zechariah, the prophet of the Lord, was divinely prepared
by a series of visions for the difficult mission which he had
been called upon to fulfil; namely, to inspire leaders and
people to rebuild the temile. God never sends us to warfare
at our own charges: the heavenly Commander arranges that
His soldiers and messengers are fully equipped for carrying
out His commands' (2 Tim. 2:1). - .

As a prelude to this new divine vision, the angel or mes-
senger of the Lord awakened the prophet, as_ it were, out of
- his sleep. Revival must precede revelation: only when we
are quickened by the Holy Spirit can we receive knowledge
of spiritual truths (Psa. 119:37, 107, 108; Eph. 5:14). The
Lord Himself must open our eyes to behold wondrous things
out of His law (Psa. 119:18).

. The seven-branched candlestick or lampstand resembled in
material and general dppearance the golden candlestick of
the tabernacle (Exod. 86:31-40; Lev. 24:1-4). It consisted of
a pedestal with an upright shaft and three arms or branches
on each side. Each of the seven arms was evidently sur-
mounted by-a bowl for the oil and burning wick. In the
candlestick which Zechariah saw -the decorations were not
so elaborate, and there was just one large bowl covering all
the branches, the fountain of supply of oil for the lamp. On
either side of the candlestick was an olive tree, which supplied
the golden oil through the golden pipes for the light.

Zechariah was first shown his own ignorance; he realized
that of himself he could not understand the significance of
the vision. Only those' who humbly acknowledge their help-
lessness will receive a knowledge of divine truth (Psa. 111:10;
Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor. 1:19, 27; 2:8). -

‘The candlestick of the tabernacle had been situated on the
south side of the holy place, thus shedding light upon the
table of shewbread, which was on the north side. The shew-
bread or “bread of the face” represented Christ, the Bread

sent down from heaven to make possible reconciliation and .

fellowship, and to provide Sustenance (John 6:33; 10:10; 2
Cor. 5:18, 19; 1 John 1:8).

Light is symbolic of testimony (Matt. 5:14), and God had
ordained that the Jews should give testimony to the nations
concerning Him. In this vision the candlestick, which was
one of the main articles of furniture in the tabernacle, stood
for the temple which was being rebuilt. The temple was to
be the habitation of God, the .place where His honour dwelt
(Psa. 26:8), and would be a constant testimony to the living
God for all the people who beheld it. Similarly, the church
of God collectively (Eph. 2:18-22; Rev. 1:12, 18; 2:1, 5), and
each Christian individually (Matt. 5:16, 16; Phil. 2:15) should
witness to the presence and power of the Lord.

How could this renewed temple, the church and the Chris-
tian maintain a consistent testimony before the world? How
could they keep the light burning? The lampstand could hold
the light aloft, but the light must be supplied by the One

who walks among the lampstands; God the Holy Spirit must
provide the light (John 8:12; Eph. 5:8). .

At the time of the vision the children of Israel were ex-
periencing intense opposition in their efforts to rebuild -the
temple (Ezra 4:28, 24). Zechariah was to inform Zerubbabel,
the leader, that these difficulties would be overcome, not by
means of great armies or by the power of human persuasion
and influence (Dan. 2:34; Hagg. 2:21-28), but by the  Holy
Spirit of God (Hagg. 2:5).

Mountains stand .for hardships, difficulties and opposition
which may beset our path (v. 7; Jer. 51:25; Matt. 21:21, 22).
The angel of the Lord addresses the metaphorical mountain
facing Zerubbabel as {who,” indicating that the opposition it
repregented was personal (Ezra 4:1, 5; Zech. 3:1). It was also.
great. But that opposition would be completely overcome by
Zerubbabel; the mountain would become a plain along which
he might easily travel (Isa. 40:4; 49:11). Furthermore, the
prince of Israel would have the 1;{l)rivileg'e of placing the head- -
stone or topmost stone upon the temple to the accompani-
ment of shoutings of joy (Psa. 118:22-24; Ezra 6:13-22). All

men would be compelled to acknowledge that it was by grace

alone that the temple stood complete.

Although the primary application of the vision to Zerub-
babel and the temple of the restoration is clearly indicated -
in the context, surely it speaks also of the Christ whom
Zerubbabel, as the royal prince of Judah prefigured. Our
Saviour would overcome all opposition (Luke 8:5), and woild
Himself be the Headstone of the corner (Matt. 21:42; Acts
4:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:4, 6), as well as the living Temple,
the Dwelling-place of God (John 1:14; 2:20, 21). en, too,
by the grace of God the church, His temple, will be finally
completed (Eph. 2:1-10; 4:13-16) and will be presented to
the Father amid great rejoicing (Eph. 5:26-27). .
" It is not always the case that one shall sow and another
shall reap (John 4:86-38). Sometimes even on earth, and
certainly always in heaven, the one who sows in sorrow shall
himself reap in joy (Psa. 126:6). Zerubbabel, the one who
had commenced the work of rebuilding the temple, and had
carried on that labour amidst loss, sorrow, opposition and
disappointment, would be given the privilege of completing
the task (Bzra 3:10, 11). Our great Leader will bring to
fulfilment the work which He has begun in our souls (Psa.
57:2; 138:8; Phil. 1:6). .

The final success of the work would silence all eritics; they
would know that the Lord had undertaken for the one whom-:
He had sent. So will the ultimate triumph of the Christian
leader prove to his opponents that God is on the side of

-those who trust Him and do His bidding (1 Kings 18:36;

Psa. 40:14, 15; 109:22-27). To the outward eye the work
may seem small, weak and insignificant, and men may despise
his feeble efforts, but the plummet in ‘his hand as a sign of
his activity would be reinforced by the mighty workings .of
the seven-fold Spirit of God (Isa. 11:2; 1 Cor. 2:1-5; Rev.
4:5), who sees and knows all that is taking place (Zech. 8:9).
Seeming human weakness and apparent failure would issue
in marvellous success through the strength of the Lord (Hos.
1:7; Heb. 11:34). s .

The living olive branches which stood on either side of the
candlestick, ensuring a continuous supply of oil for the light, .
represent “the two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of
all the earth.” Primarily these were Zerubbabel and Joshua,
who stood ready to serve the Lord, and then possibly all true
witnesses who are channels of His grace (Rev. 11:8, .4).
Christ our Saviour as King and Priest stands before God.
It is He who ‘would supply the children of Israel with the oil
of the Holy Spirit to enable them to maintain their testimony .
before the world (Isa. 63:11; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:4). He
will also give His Holy Spirit in ’ll)lerennial flow to His
chl)lrch and to His faithful servants in this age (John 7:37-
39). g
Thus was Zerubbabel encouraged in the midst of all the dis-
heartening difficulties which besét him in the work of God.
So, too, may we all receive new strength and inspiration for

our
Daily Bible Readings

Oct. 28—The Golden Candlestick .......... eveen Exod. 87:17-24
Oct. 20—Christ among the Candlesticks Rev. 2:1.7
Oct. 80—The Headstone of the Corner T............. 1 Pet, 2:1-10
Oct. 81—Victory through Weakness ... Cor.
Nov. 1—The Power of the Spirit ............cccccoencece.

Nov. 2—The Earthly Temple Completed
Nov. 3—The Spiritual Temple Completed

{
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) YOU ought to own a copy of
THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE
by T.T. Shields | .

.BECAUSE you will find in the chapter on the Sovereignty of God,
assurance of God’s overruling, -in spite of the seeming triumph of vain men
of our day.

BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on ‘the Person of Christ and

the meaning of His death, a clear Biblical position outlined, enabling you to

. fortify your soul against the radio and press of our day, Wthh give out so
" much wrong teaching about these matters. :

BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on the.work of the Holy
Spirit and sanctification (subjects on which many are led astray) sane, satis-
factory teaching for the heart and “mind:

BECAUSE you will find great peace and consolation in the chapters on
the eternal security of the believer, where proof after proof, as to thé scriptural-
ness of this teaching, is piled up. "/

These, plus many other thmgs, are to be found within the covers of thls
beautifully bound volume with its clear easy-to-read type. ’

GIVE YOURSELF A TREAT ORDER A COPY NOW'!

Your Onder Joday !

THE GOSPEL WITNESS

130 -Gerrard Street East
Toronto 2, Ontario

Dear Sirs:
Please find enclosed the sum of ... FOr e " copies of
"The Doctrines of Grace" at the price.of $2.50 per copy

Name

Address

City or Town — .. Province or State .....




