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Aft~r A Long Night Of . Darkness 
• f~... . 

FOR Protestantism the 
'month of October ~s usu

aUy looked upon 'as Refor
mation month. Admitted1y, 
Luther is tihe most ooloudul 
personage df 'the great Prot
es'tant R~orrilation~ We trace 
some of the !highlights of his 
life ifrom D"Aulbigne's His
tory. Never did ·the church 
possess a more pious monk. 
Never did cloister wimess 
more severe or 'indefati~'ble . 

. 'exertions to purchase .etemal 
hruppiness. 

trate hi'S heart. In the quiet of 
his monklish Nife in the cell, he 
used to consecrate Whole 
hours to the study of the div
ine Word. Verse 17 of.chapter 
1 from tihe 'Prophecy Of Hab
akkuk, ''The just shall live 
by 'faitJh" - struck ·hlim. TMs 
tru1!h burned within ihim. 

We Jind Luther journeying 
to Rome to participate in a 
debate aJbout 'points Of vari
ance in his order. In Rome 
Luther 'climbs Plilate's stair
case, which he was ;toM was 
miraculously brought from 
Jerusalem to Rome 1!hat he 

"I was dndeed a pious 
monk," wrote he to Duke 
George df. Saxony, «and fol
lowed ;the ru~es dE my order 
more stri~y 1!h'an I can ex

. . might obtalin lindulgence from 
LutherPosting his 95' theses on the door of the WIHe.marg Church the 'POPe. Wlhiie he was per-

press .. 1lf ever a monk cmrld obtain Iheaven by his monkish 
works, I should ~erta:inqy have been entitled to it. Of this 
al[ 1!he friars who have known me can testify. If !it had con
tinued much longer, I shoul'd have 'carried my mortifita
t'ions even ,to death, by mea:ns of my waJtchings, prayers, 
readings, and other labors." . 
. Assurance of Salvation the Great Desire of His Soul 

";1 tortured mysel'f "a!lmost to death,"· salid he, "dD order 
to procure peace with God. ifor my 'troubled heart and 
agitated 'C'Onsc'ience, but surrounde'cl wi1h tibick darkness, I 
fou~d. peace nowhere." TroUlMes and terrors led hiIp. to 
study with ifresh zea!l the writJings ~ the prophets and of 
tlhe a:postles. .. 

, . Love Him Who First Loved You 
Vicar General Staupitz gave this advice to the young 

monk: "11£ you desi,re to be 'COnverted, do not be eurious 
aJbout ali these moIltification'S 'and aliI these tortures. Love 
Him who first loved you!" He added: "Kn~that. Christ 
is the !Savi~T even oif ,those who-'a:re great, ~al sinners and 
deservirig df utter condemmlltion." . 

The Just Shall Live By Faith .' 
At Wittenberg !he was C'a:lled upon to ~ecture on the Bible. 

Whtle ,studyin&: Romans ~'e fight of trutih seemed to pene-

fonning 1his meritorious act 
he heam'~ voice of thunder, "The jugt ~~ live by faatih." 
tHe rose, seeing his justificatlon - !he ifled from the scene . 
df 'his ifol~y as he realized the depth of superstition to which 
he ha:d plunged. 

Law or Grace? 
In the ieoture room, "He ~lalined the Scziiptllre$ in 

sudh -a manner," says his iUuS'trious ifriend Melancthon, 
"tihat, in tihe ju'<igment Of aU pious and well-in'fonned men, 
iitWas as iif ~ new mom had risen upon ~e doctiine after, 
a long night of darkness!' There was now a dlifference be,,: 
tween ~'aw 'and grace. Men's remission does not come by' 
works of ment, His 'righteousness does not come through 
ou'l:ward disdiplline. !It was his cont:ern to ~ead men's hearts 
to the Son df IGod who 'freely pai'dons the sinner ·tihrough 
faith. . 

IPO'SSessed with this'iiberating and lilfe-g:i.ving truth, he 
writes to friar George, "what'lis the state of your soul? Is it 
not tired df lits own righteousness? Does it not breathe freely. 
at !'ast, ·and does it not con!flide in the righteOusness Of 
Christ? .... Learn to know Christ 'and Him crucified." To 
'OIlhers la:ter he wrote, "rea:d fhe Word of God with dili
gence. Do not ~ook !for ·salvation in your own stJrength or 
in your good works, but :in the merits of ChriSt. and' in 
God's grare." 

\ 

\ 
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Indulgences and Letters of Pardon ' 
Then 'CaIIle the iniquitous"indulgence, wlith so-Called cer~ 

tnicate df salvation, as sold by, Jothn Tetz~1. Following is 
one df these leuers o'f albsdlution. 

"May our Lord Jesus Ohrist have pity, on thee, N.N., 
and absolve 'thee by the merits Of His most holy passion! 
And I, [n v.iI't:ue of the 'a:posto'lica1 power that 'has been 
confided to me, absolve thee from all ecd~ia:stJicaG. cen
sures, judgments, -and penal11ies which thou mayst have 
incurred; 'moreover, froim aH excesses, sins" and crimes 
that thou mayst have committed~' however great an<i 
enormous they may be, 'and 'from whatsoever cause, were 
'they even reserved for our mOiSt· holy !fatther the pope 
and for the a:postdlic see. I blot out a~l the stains of 
inability 'and all marks oIf infamy that tlhou mayst have 
drawn upon thySellf on this occasion. I remit the pena!l.ties 
tlhat thou mayst 'have drawn upon thysellf ,on th:is occa
Sion. I restore tlhec;! ane"Y' to partlid'pation in the sacra
ments Of the Church. ,'I !incorporate, thee alfresh in the 
communion of saintS; a:ndre-estalbli!fu th~e 'in tJhe puritY 
and 'innocence whidh ,thou ha:dst'M thy baptism. So that 
in the hour of death, tlle gate by Which sinne:r:s enter 
tlhe place cif torments an'd punishment ldhall be closed 
'against thee, and, on the ,contrary, the gate leading to 

, ,the para:dise of joy shall :be open. An'd if thou shoulldst 
not die for long years, thlis grace wln.!l remain unalterable 
untiil thy last hour shan arrive. 

'''In tlhe name o'f the F'a'ther, :80n, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. '-, 

"Friar Joth,Ii Tetze'l, comm'issary, ha$ signed this with 
his own brand.'" '( 

Luth,er, as he stated, being $'a young doctor fresh from the 
forge, ardent and rejoicing in tlhe Word df the Lord," could 
not keep silence'bdfore suoh popish practices. Except people 
repented they would perish; ,salvation was a'matter Of grace 
and not tlhe paying for letters df pardon. , 

Luther Posts 95 Theses, October 31,-1517 
, , 

_ This led Luther to take the pope's pa,l'1: against th.ose im- _. 
pu'dent men "'ho dared to m1ingle h!i.s venerable name with, 
iliei,r SCandalous traffic. He thus posted Uipon ,tJhe door of the 
Wittenberg church his 95 theses against the doctrine'df in
du'lgences. It was 'acusroina:ry practice to encourage debate 
th'at truth migihot be defended. The geIms Of the Reforma
tion were contained in these propoSitions Of Luther. He 
said, "I entered [ntothis controversy without any dei£ljni~e 
plan, without knowledge or 'inclination; I was taken quite 

,unawares, and I ca:l~ - God; 'the searoher Of heaTts,', to 
Witness." . ' .... 

The seed germ of 'Protestantism 'is tJhe study of the Bible. 
8paft1atin asked 'Luth'er, "What is tlhe best methOd Of study
'ing ScriRture?" To which herepllied, "It is very certaJin, 
that we 'Cannot attain 'to the understanding of Scripture 
either by study or by tJhe intellect. Your first duty' is to 
begin by prayer. rEnl!reat the Lord to grant you, Of His 
great mercy, the true understand~ng ¢ His Word. There 
is no other interpreter of the Word of God tha:n tlhe Author 
of this, Word, as, He Himself has saJid: "They sh'aJl be al~ 
taught Of God.' Hope for. nothing from your own l'aJbois, 

" - , from your own understanding: trust, S'Olely in God, and in 
, the mlfiluence o'f ills Spirit. 'BeHeve this on the Wbrd of a 

man who has had e~erience.''' 
\ Luther Assajled by Rome ' 

, The )ndulgence controversy became shl'fted to ~e Pap
acy, and Luther Ibecame ,the 'target: df Rome as a heretic 

'1r4t OSns:ptl _lin,s, 
an:b 
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foi~owing, in 1!he path df Martyr Huss. His writings were 
beat1ing fruit throughout the Empire 'and reached be)'9nd 
, the frontiers shaking the very foundations ~ Rom~. Lut!her 
was 'fin'aUy summoned to appear :before the Doctors 'Of ,the 

'church. 'He contended agaipst the ROm'aq Legate at Augs
Iburg; against the 'chamPions of [earning lin the ha!lls of 
'Lelipzig; -and even against the pope and final~y 'at the Diet 
of Worm'S .. Aleander, tlhe papal nunci'O, enumerates the 
cnmes df 'this Augustine 'monk "He sins against ,the dead~ 
for he den'ies purgatory; he sins against 'heaven, for he says' 
that he would not peFieve even an angel ifn:mt Iheaven; he, 
sins -against the Church, ror he malintains that all Christi.ans 
are priests; he sins 'against ,the sain,ts, Ifor. 'he despises their 
venerab'le writings; he Sins, again&!: oounci~s, !for 'lie desig
nates that df Constance· an 'assembly o.f devi'ls; 'h~ !Pins 
against tlhe world, for he foi1bi<is the punishment df death 
to be inflicted on 'any wIho have not committed a deadiy 
sin." , 

.Oalied beifore the Diet of WoAns he was to stand' for 
Ohrist before the most august asSetmbiy in the wo~d. "'Ibis 
appearance was oIf itself"a,signal vic~ry over. the papacy. 
lbe pope had condemned the man, and yet ~ere Ihe stood 
before a tribunal which, :by this very 'aCt, set itseJf 'above 
the pope." 

Two questiions were put to Luther, w!hether he Was :the, 
author o'f tlhe books whose, titles were enumeralted; and if 
he would retraCt or deifend the doctrine 'he had taught in 
them. From the .AdS of WOImS we have Lutlher's reply: 

1- , 

,·qMost serene emperor! ~il~ustri.ous princes! gra;cious 
Lords!" said Luthe:r:, turning his eyes on 'Charles and on 
'the 'as'Sem'b'ly, ",I appear :before you t!h!is day, in COn- ' 
fomtity wi1h the ord,er given me yesterday, and by God's 
mercies I ' conjure yout' majesty' and ,your august high
nesses to listen graciously to the de'fense df a cause wh!iclh 
I -am assured is just and true. 1If, through ignorance, I 
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should t:ra.mgre'SS the usages 'and proprieties of CbUrtS, '1 
entreat you ,to 'Pardon !me; Ifor I was not brought up in 
the pala'Ce df kings, !but !in 1lhe seclusion of a ~nvent. 

"Yesterday, two questions were pilt tq. me on behalf 
, of his imperiaJI majesty: the'11irst, if I was the author of 
the boo'ks whose titles were enumerated; the' second, if 
I would ·retract or 'deifend tlhe doctrine -I Ih'ad taught m 

.;tIhem. :'fo the !fiirst 'I then made answer, and I persevere 
in that reply., ' 

"As for the second, II have writteri works on many di'f- , 
ferent subjects. There 'a.:re some in w'b.idh I have treated 
df faith 'and good works, in a' manner at once so pure, 
so simple, and. so scri.ptural, that even my' adversaries, 
'far from !f~ding anyth!ing to 'censure in them, allow that -
,these wrorksa.:re uSelful, and worthy of being read by an 
pious men. The papa! bu~1 however violent it may be, 
acknowledges this. If, therefore, I were ,tei retract these. 
what Should.! do? .' .. Wretched map! AmQng'all men, 
I a.!Ione shomd 'abandon truths'that IfIjends and enemies 
'approve, and 'I Should oppose w!hat the whol~ world 
glories in conlfession .. '. _ , 

"Secondly, I hav.:e Written !books against the papacy, 
in ·which I have 'atta:cked those~who, by tlheir false doc
trine, their evlil lives, or tlheir scandalous example, afflict 
the Christian WOrld, and destroy both Ibocly and sout 
The complai'nts df ,all who fear God are 'COnfirmatory of 
this. Is it not evident that the [aws 'and human doctrines 
df the popes entangle, torment, and v~ tlhe consciences 
df !believers, while the crying 'and perpetual extorllions 
of Rome sWallow up the wealth and the riche'S o'f Chris
tendom, and especially Of this'illustIlious naJtion? ... 

"Were ''I ,to retra:ct what I have said on this ,subject, 
wlhat sh01tld 'I do hut lend 'additional strength to this 
tyranny, and open the !floodgates to a torrent of impiety? 
Overflow'J.ng with stilI greater fury than before, we 
sliould see ;these !inso1ent men increase in number, behave 
more tyrannically, 'and dom'ineer more and mQre. And. 
not only would the yoke -,that now weighs upon the 
Christian people be 'rendered heaviier by my retractation, 
but it woU'ld become so to speak, more legitimate, fur 
by this very retra'etation 6:t woUld receive tlhe con£irm~"'·: 

, tion Of your most serene majesty and of all the sta:t~ . 
o'f the holy empire. Gracious Go(l! 'I shoul~ tlhus becoa,ne 
a v!ile cloak to cover and ronceai every kind dE mali~e 
and tyranny! ... 

"Lastly, I have written bOQks· 'against individuals who 
desired to de!fend the RomiSh tyranny and to destroy the 
'fruth.. I fra,nkly 'COnfess that 'I may have 'attacked them 
with more acriJp.ony than is obecom'ing my eccleSiastical 
profession. I do n~t consider myself a saint; but I can
not disavow ,the)e writings, for.lby ~o doing 1 Should sa.!!-c
tlion the impiety dE my 'adversaries, and they would seIZe 
tlhe opportunity df oppressing the people of God w.ith 
still greater cruelty. ,-" 

. "Yet I am but -a mere man, and not God; I shall 
therefore defend myseH as Christ did. 'If I have spoken 
evil bear witness of the evil,' said He (John 18: 23) . 
Ho~ much more 'should -I; who am 'but dust and ashes, 
and who m'aY so easily go 'astray, de~ire every m'!Ul to 
state hIis objections to my doctrine! 

"For this reason, most serene emperor, and you, most 
illustrious princes, and all men ,of everr ~egree, I co!l
jure you, 'by the mercy of God, to prove ifrom the WrIt
ings df tlhe prophets 'and apd9t'les- that I have erred. As 
soon 'as I 'am oonwnced of this, 1: will retract every 

error, and be the first to lay hold of my books and throw 
them into the :flire .. 

"What I have just said plainiy shows, I, hope, that I 
have care!fuUy weighed and considered' the dangers to 
which I eJqJOSe myself; but, ifar from being dimlayed, I 
rejoice ,to see tbat the gospe'! lis now, 'as in former times, 
a cause of troub1e- and dissension. This !is the character 
-'this is the destiny of the Word of God. 'I came not to 
send peace (on eartlh), hut a sword,' said Jesus Christ 
('Matt. 10: 34) . J God is wonderfu1 and terrible in His 
counsels; beware lest, by presuming to quencih dissen
sions, you should persecute the holy Word Of God, and 
-draw down lipon yourselves 'a !frightful deluge of imiur
mountable dangers, of present disasteTs, .and eternal 
desolatlion. . . . You shou1d 'fear lest the reign of this 

, young.anctndble prince, 'On whom (under God) w~ build 
sU'cIh lofty expeCtations, not on~y s'hou1d begin, but con
tinue and close under the most gloomy auspices. I might 
quote many e~ples from rthe oracles of God," 'COn
ti'nu~ Luther, speaking with a noble "COurage in the 
presen'Ce df the greatest monarch of tlhe world: "I might 
speak of tlhe Ph'a:raohs, the 'kings Of 'Ba:bylon, and those 
dE IsraelI, whose labors never more effectually contributed 
to their own destruction than when they sought hy coun
sels, to, aU appearance most wise, to strengtlhen their 
dom~nion. God ieni.oveth mount'a!in~, and they know it 
not; whi'Ch oveI'turneth them in !his anger (JOb 9: 5 ) . 

''''If 'I say these th'ing'S, it is not 'because I think that 
such great 'Princes need my poor advice, 'b1;lt because I 
desire to render unto 'Gel'Il1:any :what SI:te has a right to 
eXlpect !from her chiMren. Thus, commending myself to 
your august majesty and ,to your most serene highnesses. 
I humib1y entreat you not t'o suffer the hatred of my 
enemies to 'Pour out upon me'an indignation that I have 
not mented." 

When he ha'd ceased spea'k~ng, the Ch;m'Cellor of Treves, 
trhe orator o'f ·the diet, said ~ndign'antly: "You have not 
answen;4 rhe quemon put to you. You were not summoned 
hitlher to call in question the·deci~ions of councils. You 'are 
required to give a clear and precise 'answer. WiH you, or 
will you not, retra:ct?" Upon this Luther replied without 
heSitation: "Since YOUT most serene majesty and your high 
mightiinesses require from me ,a clear, simple,. and precise, 
answer, I win give you one, and it is 1lhis: I cannot su'hmit 
my1fiaith eitlher to ,the pope or to the councils, because it is 
clear as the day that they have frequently erred and contra-

, dieted each otrher. Unless fherelfore I am 'COnviin'Ced by the 
testimony of Scripture, 'or by tlhe clearest reasoning - uniess 
I am persuaded by means df the passages I have quoted -
and unless they thus render my 'COnscience bound by the 
Word of God, I cannot and I WiNI not retract, for tt ~s 
unsa!fe for a Christian to sp'eak against his consCience." And 
then, looking round on tlhis 'assembly before which he stood, 
and whi'Ch he'!d his me in its hands, he said: "Here I stand,' 
I Can 40 no other; May Gorllhelp me! Amen!" . ,-, 

The -Bible for the People 
, Made a captive by his 'frien'cIs in W'3.I'IJburg Castle he 

continued in h!is la:bo\.!.rs ,w!ith his pen presenting his nation 
with the 'Scriptu.re5 0'[ God.· "Wou~d that this one 'book," 

. exc1a!imed Luther, "were in every 1anguage, ~n every hand, 
!before'tlhe eyes, and 'in the ears and hearts of aU men!"! 
Men could now' hear the voice of God for themselves. 

Prayer for Today , 
. Modernists and tibendapostates speak df -the Reforma-

~ " I 
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tion in such statements ·as this, '''J1he Rdfotm'ation unfor
tunately 'Caused various spli'tS in Western Ohrist~ndbm." 
Is ~t u~rtunate that a man Hke Luther \With the courage 
df his convictions should declare the Word of the Lord to 
HaJbakkuk, "the just shall1ive by his falil\:lh"? Luther, as he. 
read and ~dlied I·the Word df God. Saw the evil abuses of 
h:i:s day and 't'he darkness df the ihour. How can the dhild 
df God tolerate evil., and shut his eyes to a system making 
merchandise oif the souils of men? Let us giive 'God! thanks 
th·at !he ·raised up. such an ona ,as Martin Luther who saw 
the truth that Sallv3ition !is by gx:ace a:Ione and not 'by the 
works of the . law. Let us' pray that God in His mercy will 
raise up other pWpliets in rll!is day ¢ apOs1lacy who· will ,in 
Christ's stead beseech men to be reconciled unto Gpd. 
Breaking away from a system of dead WOI1ks and idolatry 
110 sexVe the true and the living 'God is not unfortunate but 
the path of obedlience and blessing,. entering into the glori
ous liberty df the 'Children df God. "Let us go fuI'th there
fore unto·him Without the camp, bea.ri.ng!his reproach." . 

~v,VV.P~BAUMAN 

EVANGELIST JAME'S ARMSTRONG 

Ev ANOEl,ll'::)T .rAMEJS A:RMSTRONG;-formeI11y. an 
df.ficer 'in the 'Police Force df Northern lrelaiIld, wil.l 

con'cl.uct evangelistic services lin.J arvis Street Baptist Churei?-, 
Tortinto; November 3rd to 17tih. He wiU pre·ach morning 
'and evening on the three Sundays 'and eadh evenling, except 
'Monday, at 8 p.m. A year agO 'Mr. Amls'trOilig ministered 
in the ohurch !for one short week. The Lord 'greatly b1essed 
'lllis Word 'at that ,tllme, 'and 'tlhe memlbers and friends. of 
Jarv;is' ·Street Churcih are 'awaitin'g With keen anticipation 
and much prayer thlis visit ifrom nrqther Arms'l:ron~. He 
ctmles to us tllis second time as a brother, beloved In the 
Lord one whom we have aIlrea'cl.y 'learned to esteem ·Ihlig'hly , . 
in the Lord !for his work's sa!ke. . 

. Mr. AI'II!Strong is an honoured member of AItrIlagh Bap
ti$t Ghuroh, Northern I~Ia!Ild, aiIld is !hiig.hly regarded by 
·the evangellical pastors and people off tlhe Old Land, 'as wen 
as by those in Can'ada and UniJted States who have had .. the 
privilege df profiting by h;is ministry. At the present ll~e 
he is conducting evangdistlic servkes in <Calvary BaptIst 

. 'Ohurch, OttaJWa" the pastor df wMch is Rev. George Ol~ey, 
EVANGELISTIC SERVICES AT a persOna!! !friend df Mr. AI'mst>rong. From the very !f1U'St 

MITCHELL SQUARE service in Ottawa, when a number conlfe·ssed !fa.ith in Chrillt,_ 
The pres~nce of God tihe Holy Spi~~ ~ an ~'l..er constant the lJord has set His seal upon His own Word, as expound

reaJLity du~g the rec~nt evangellisttc mee1lings. ~eld at ed by Mr. AItrIlStrong. 
Mitdhell Square BaptIst Churdh (between Barrie and Evangelist AItrIlstrong preaches tihe Gospel wi~.a d5:ect-
OriUia). Rev. Thomas E. ,&ummers, professor of. Evange- ness and -iforceifuiness which ~eave the unl;·aved WIthout ex
lism. in Toronto Baptist Semlinary, was the evangelISt. E·ach 'oUse before 'God. His servlice !in Ireland as -a police officer 
evenling.his messages were delivered in the power of lIhe brought him ~n 'Contact w1th sinners df every description. 
Holy Spirit, and there can Ibe no doubt drat 1h~ name of From !hiis oWn experiences on the P01ice Force he gives ilius
'our God was higlh1y exalted through ~e preachmg of the ~ra.tions which ihe1p to m.ake cleaT the great principles of 
cross. . tlhe· ·Gospel; the enoItrIlity, the slavery ·and the dire conse-

'The question is very often ~ked, "Wha~ 'Should.our me.th- quences of sin, the ri'ghtelOus jU!ltlice of God 'afl.? Hili par
ods be in the work of evange'hsm?" Seemmgly 'this quesllon doning love .. Those w~o love the Lord 'and TeJo'ice to h~ 
presents no problem to Evangelist Summers; he d~ ~ his the ·Gospel set forth WIth 'clearness and yet tenderness WIll 
work in the New Testament way. ·E'ach afternoon he VlSlted have their faith strengthened by 'tlhe messages of Brother 
:in 'the vi'dinity of 1ihe church 'aiIld SIOUgiht to Ileave ihii'S testi- AoI1mstrong. Those who have not yet trusted Christ wil~ find 
mony in every home he visited. . themse"lves arreste'd by the solemn and unanswerable aippe'aft 

The meetings were fairly well atten'cl.ed. At every meetmg . to have regard to their \immortal souis. '-. 
the rongrega1iion enjoyed spedld singing talent. On two It is a d~fjloult task in 'these days to ;indu'Ce the unsaved 
occasions we weloomed some friends who came aH the way ,to cOme to clturch and lheaT th~ Gos'Pei. The time was when 

. from Jarvis Street Bap1list Church in Toronto to assist in a simpie [nviitation was sufficient. We who know the Lord 
the meetmgs. . must endeaVour to do all 'in our power to make the meet-

What were 'the ·results? We lea,(e them WIth the Lord. ings known as wide'lyas possible, and to b"adk home the 
Ete~ty 'a'lone WiH reveal that wlhicJh bas been. a'CCoffilplish~.. 'Fnvltations Igiven with prayer, if'a:itlh'fui witness and earnest 
~ut this we S'ay ~1ih deep; assurance; the S3.1~It~ were bUl!1t" personal pleas. 'Inv'it3Jtion cards are being printed,· .'and 
up in their most holy !faJith through the mInIstry of the Ilhese should be widely distt.ibuted. Doubtless many wlho 
Lord's. serv'ant: .oroin:a.r.rly do not regularly attend the house df the:Lord 

-J. ·C. MCCOMBE wi'11 come !for tlhese spec'ial servlices. 
F========================~!!!!!I!!!!!!!!!!-=!!!!!!!==!!!!!!II!=-==;t We would urge the readers o'f THE GOSPEL WITNESS Ito 

Oaober is 

"BIBLE SCHOOL MONTH" 

in 
.• l . 

Jarvis. Street ~ptilt Church 

. CoRdueled Tour .·9.50. a.m. 
ira: the Concourte 

lor ""'tor •. anil. /rWI'Uh. 

'Co-operate with us in prayer, that the iLoI'cl.'wi~~ ma:gnify His 
name ,through. the e'i1forts put ifo~th at 11h.lls ~e, that He 
will revive 'and strengthen the saInts, 'and !brmg many U!Il
saved to Himselif. AlB the fn~nds willhin reach of Toronto 
'are urged to be present 'as often as possiWeand to encourage 
others to come, espedially those who 'are outSide Christ. Let 
us :aJlI ta:k.eadvantage df this unique oppOrtunity wlhkJh 
will ~ presen:te~ to us during the-coming weeks. -0. L. C. 

gIW,ilatWn CaJlJ:IA for the evange~istic 
campaign With Mr. James Armstrong have been 

·.printed . and .. are ·now ready for. distribution •.. 

. Send lor your ,iupply today 

\. i 
I 
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w4r· 6:ermnus nf.lr. w. w. ~4ttlbs· 
. ' . 

"Wilt Tho.u B'e Made Whole?" 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"After this there was a feast of the Jews; aod Jesus went up to'Jerusalem. 
"Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the 

Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. . 
"In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting 

for the moving of the water. . 
"For an angel went down at a certain season into the pOOl, and· troubled the water: 

whosoever. then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of 
whatsoever disease he had. . 

"And a certain man. was there, which had an infirmity: thirty and eight years. 
"When Jesus saw him lie, and knew.that he had been now a long time in that case, 

he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? . 
"The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have 1\0 man, when the water is troubled, 

to put me i~to the pool: but while I am coming, J1nother steppeth down before me. 
"Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 
"And immediately the man was made whole, and took up hill bed, and walked: and . 

on the same day was the s"abbath."-John 5:1-9. . 

OUR .Lord's miracle' at thf? marriage feast 'in Gana is 
. descdbed I~US: "This beginning 'df m'irades did Jesus 

in Oana of ·Ga9.ilee, and manifested fortlh his glory"'; and 
at ,the end df ihli'S 'gospel John tells us: "And many other 
signs 'trully 'dlid Jesus lin lhe presence of his disCi'PleS', whIch 
are not written in thiis ·book: But these 'are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus iig the Christ, 'the Son of God; and 
tha!t believing ye might have llife tihrough his n·ame." Hence, 
the re·cord.d£ the m1i'ra!cles df Our Lord.is giver- !here that 
we may 'know who He is'; that knowing,Him, and trust1ing 
Him, w.e might have life thTough His name. So I ask you 
to study the record of one ·of these signs which Jesus d1d, 
th'at we may see how He maniife'Sted His glory, and how 
we may be 'Saved 'through faith in Him. 

L 
'J1he story d£ Bethesda's pool, wlith lits multJitude of im

potent folk, we have' read, that ~p.e outline of it may be 
~learly in your mind, 'and I 'desire you to LOOK AT TfJAT 

· SCENE UPON WHICH J'ESUS ENTER.E'D when He 
came to Jerusalem at the feast time. There was 'assembled 
a multitude df impotent fdlk; blind, h'allt, withered, wait
ing for 1lhe moving 01£ the water. In 'that picture yOu have 
1lhe ·world :in miniature, ifor that is what thlis . world was 

· wht'n Jesus came to 'it. That 'it is largely unto 'tIh!is day, -
. filled with a multitude of peoplle who are blind, halt, with
ered, waiting ifor 'better thin'gs. Is it not true thalt the world 
is fuli of impotent ifOlI'k, ifu1ll Of people who cannot do the 
things "they want to do? The men an'd women, boys and 
girls, with whom we meet every day, 'are people who have 
no·.'power to accomplish tha't wlhidh they desire. Our Cities 
are throIllged wiilh :people who are being beaten and de
feated at every tUrn. No1lwithstandling all t):tat men say 
albout the pOsSibility of developing person'a!l~ty, 'CU~1livating 
the will, and being. 'the master 0'£ your fate ·and the.·captain 
o'f your soul, the fa'ct remains that no one 01£ us iis either 
rn'Cl}!te"r 'Of his fate or captain of his soul, and whoever wUI 
'ac-knowle'dge the truth wlill acknowledge that '1lhe milil has' 

· been enfeeb'led, and '1lh'at "the strong m'~n armed keepeth 
bois p~ace". '. 
. I' ~eg you young Christian men to remember 'that the 
men with -'whom you con'Sort, whom you touch in your 
pla'ces 'Of busineS's, 'in sclhool, 'Or in college, wherever you 

mingie with ot'hers, are men 'w!ho are being overwhelmed 
by evil powers without 'and within. ·They need under.g!ird
ling; they need help to enaiJ;le them to ma:ke the 'hill, and 
to realize even their: own 'idea9.s, 'low 'as they are. There IS 
not one of us who has ever been able ~o !fulfil completely 
our own resolutions. We 'come within this ~a!tegory: we 
are impotent 1£01'1.<. 

. And how' many 'people there are wlho "are blind! After 
'~l1, we do not 'see with 'Our eyes; one needs sometlhJing more 
~h'an mere physicall vlision. ,Some people are cdIour..tb1ind. 
They cannGt teN. the diif1£erence between yellow 'aDd red. 

· I remember a man passing me some ·fi~ets lin 'the days 
,'when we ~ad different coloured 'fickets on the street car, 
saying, "What colGur are they?" I said, ,'~ you not see?" 

· '~Oh yes, 'I can see the' ticl<ets, but I have Il;0 sense df 00101H' 

'at all; all things are the same colour Ito me. "I '3m colour
blind." He 'Could not tel~ w'hether they ·were red or blue, 

· or what they were. It is othe mind that sees. 'ff that were 
not true t'here Would be fewer marriages! That is really so. 
We 'are none df us as good.JJ.ookiing as some of our partial 

· 'friends think we are. It 'is wh3.t is behind the eyes that 
rea~l}y sees. Some men ate lovers 'Of art, they can see a 
picrure' when other p~le have nG 'Capacity wha'tever for 
its beauty. . 

And that is true dfthe world df sp'iri~ things. Th~re 
are people w'ho are blind; they "cannot see afar off." 'When 
1lhey see our Lord, He '''hath nb ifonn nor comeliness", nor 
any beauty that they shdu~d desire 'Him. !He ;is nGthing more 
to them than 'a "root 'out df a dry ground". They dG not 
unaerstand what we ·are ta1king 'aibout when we try .'to 
~ntroduce Him, when we emp'loy the language of the spouse 
,in the Gantides 'and say, '''Hlis mouth is most sweet: yea, 
'he is altogether IIGvely: This 15 my bdIoved" and dUs is my 
friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem." They S'ay, ~"W!ha.t elct!ra
vagances 'to 'Speak dfa man in su'Ch terms!" There is no. 
eXliravagance in that to the eye'o'! faith. 

·But I 'say there are.peop1e who 'are blind. You have seen 
a 'man who is drunk. Everyone els~ can see where he is 
going. Everyone else can see that the road the man is·taking 
lea:ds to 'a predipice -. bu't he cannot 'See ~t 'at 'all. The same 
is 'true of men -who are addkted to other evil'S, o'f sinners in 
~neral. It is ,~ritten everywhere t'h~t '~lhe wages Of 'sin 
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is death" - but people wi:ll not see it .. They will not believe 
it uncil p'aY-9-ay CO!lles~ They cannot see it; .they are blind. 

What is the use df a: Mind man's looking ~n!to 'a mirror? 
He canI!0t see anythling. And it is ndt until OUT eyes are 
open, and we :look. into the perfect law df Hberty that we. 
di'S'COver what we are like. That is ''the onlye~lanation !hat 
may be Offered fur our foolish human pride .. What have 
you to be proud df? What have 'I to be proud of? We have 
aliI of us ten 1bousand things that- ought to make us 
·ashamed. And. yet we stru't 'around Eke peacocks,and look 
into the mirror, 'and ifl'a'tter ourselves that we are rather 
good-'looking, and· geuting on :fairly welq, Of 'course, a blind 
.man may see that, "If we muM only see OUTSelvesas we are 
. seen by God, if we couoJd only get a viSion of our hearts and 
know how wretchedly undone we are,· how 'Ugly spir-itually, 
how deforrrleld, h9W debased, how marred 'and disfigured. 
by our sins, we Should 'be humbled in the duSt. But it is 
because peop'le 'are blind that they are proud. 

That is '1irue of the young 'man who is here this morning;. 
.who comes from a un~versity. You are very clever, and I 
. congratulate you! I know ~omeone who told the m'all'ager 
of ·a certain manu!facturing ~ncern in the city, '~Mr. So
and-So, if you "were One thousandth part as clever as you 
think you are;'YOu 'WOuld be the cleverest man in Toronto." 
That 'was really 'a severe 'Cri'ticism, was it not? But hoW 
!foolish we are! When we re'ad a few Ibooks, we tlhiQ.k we 
are educated. We forget that long centuries 3go a wise man 

.' said, "Of making' many books tlhere is no end." A.rid with . 
aU the accumul'ated w'Jsdom 'Of the world we know -a:bso
lute1y noth~ng of the world tp.at:is to come. Yet we flatter 
ourselves on our c1evemess, on our supenomty, and it lis all 
because .we 'are blind to the facts of the. case. If our eyes 
were open to behdld Him Who is our Lord, 'ana ourselves 
in contrast wi'th His holiness; We .shQuld say as did Isaiah, 
"Woe is me! Ifor I- 'am undone; becaUSe. I '~ a man of 
unClean lips, and 'I 'dwell in the midst of a peop'le df un-' 
clean . lips : for miine eyes have 'seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts." '" . 
. Joseph Patker once saiid that he went to !hear ·Paderewski . 
play, and 'after !he 'had heard the great artist 'he 'wanted to 
destroy rus ·pi:ano! He s'aid, ·'Whe wants to· hear" anyone 
.after hearing the great master?" And ifon'ly we could see 

.. Jesus Christ in contrast with ou'rselves, we. should know 
what the mble mean'S when it says, "AU pave sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God." 

Blind? Yes; 'and halt. "Lame on both feet I What creatures 
we are! How terribly deformed by our sin! -"and yet com
iJlimentiing ourselves on our' penectlion. I need not stress 
that. "The legs df the lame," 1:'he wise man said, "are not 
eQu'a.i." And we a·re a;}il lame moral'ly; spiritu'ally. We are 
all !halt, 'aDd annot run "the ·raCe that :is set before us, 
rooking unto Jesus". How can 'l!, ,man run such a race when 
he has no legs 'to run wlith, 'and. no eyes With which to aook 
~ Jesus? Only 'as we 'are made new 'Creatures in4 given 
divine alumination can we ever ma'ke''Progre~s in 1lhe race 
of life. 

Blind, halt':"" wiithered! Wel'!,:it is naturalifor old peop'le 
to be somewhat withered. And we are ~Fd; the old man in 
'Us is utterly withered. Withered memory! A man says, "I 
cannot remember as I used 'to." Wi'thered consciences; 
Withered judgments; Withered hearts; withered. wills -. 
stea<lNy, oonstan~y, declining, 9hrlveUing up, ·ready for the 
undertaker. Withered, iU'of us - that is our CQnditlion, 

There are young men. here growing old before their time, 
and young women who are 'conscious tha't IlPfe Ihas lost its 

resIliency, its el~idity. Life i~ dried up 'aDd' withere'd, with 
no th'l"dl)bing energy wlilhin indicative 'of the incoming of 
an eternal life .. H~ terribly we have been marred by' sin!, 
And yet, notwithstanding, we ~re always hoping !for a bet
ter day. Here ,they were, Sitting by the" pool, waliting for the 
moving o'f the water. That is-optimism, is ;it not? 

If you were to say to-day that !he end df war is im
possible.in this present 'diispensatiiol'l,'"and with human nature 
as It is, peop'le wouad say, ''Write that man· down as a back 
number." But what wiH be the end df the end of the n'aval ... 
conferences - tens of thOusands' of dollars spent 'for noth~ 
i.ng? And you are no funher ahea<;l at the end than at the 
beginning. But people 'like to dream Of a golden day when 
swords sh:allbe be'aten into plows, 'aDd spears into pruning 
hooks, ,when men sha:111eam war no more. Ana there will 
be such a day ..:..- but it wiJil ~ot ~e by disarmament con
ferences: it will come by the 'mighty power df God in an
other way. than that. Yet we 'are being told :in the iface of 
SiOCial conditions that give ltJhe l[e to every prophecy, tlha,t 
'we are get!ing better and better every day. There ·is a kind 
of Coueism. that rupplies to something else than the bOdy . 
And perhaps it is not sU'tiprising tha't Christian Science, the 
phillosophy tlhat :is based upon the Ibe~[ef of a 'llie - ifor that 
is the distinctive difference between· Christian Science -=
and Christianity. To be 'a Christian one must, believe the 
truth. ~o be a.Christian Scientlist, he must deny the truth, 
and ~lieve a l:ie - and it is not suIprising perhaps that 
such a 'PhiIosophy df life should be popuiar, because men 
are waiting fur the moVing df the water, and Ilike to be flit
tered, 'and·to !be tx)ld if, they walt just a ~ittle longer the 
'aDgel will mo.ve the waters ·and they win be made .whole. i 

'I heard last week Of 'a 'friend of mine, 'a great preadher, 
who anl1ounced· that he ·would preach .on Ooueism a cer
tain Sunday night, and shew the falsity Of these phi1osoph~es. 
The churoh was crowded, With ~le"Sitting in the aisles. 
Just be'fore beginningJns sermon the pr~t'her said, "I have 
·noticed severa;} Sunday ev~ings here that tlhe atmosphere 
has been rather close and stUffy, an.q lit ~ very dif:fi.cu1t 'to 

. ventilate a building like this' where there are so m'aDY 
peo¢e." Then he took from Ibis desk a bottle, and said, 
"I have a fluid here that win pur!if.y the atmosphere 'and 
make at comfortable for us, and l 'aim gOing to sprinkle .it 
around." He toOk the cork !from the bottle, and put so'me 
of ¢.e· liqui~ in ihiis hand, 'and sprinlded 'it around. Then 
he salid, "A'fter a little wih'ile you will 'fee'! ,the effect of it, 
You will find the atmosphere .lfreshened when it reaches' 
you, and 1 !fu.oul~ i~ike you 1:0: Hft -your hand when you feetl 
it." Present'ly 'People lifted their hands :in d,i'f:ferent quar
ters. By 'and by he gaid, "I t sheuld be reaching the gallery 
by dEs time. Will someone in .the back of the galHery raise 
his 'hand when he feels it." -Presently hanlds went up in 
various par.ts df the gallery, intimating that they were be
commg more ComlfortaJb'le. Then the 'preacher salid; "I 'a:ID 

glad you. 'are aq~. so comfu:rta:ble. 'It was just a bottle. Of 
water, that ;isal'!!" . 

Thus I~eop'le' 'are wanting, dreaming df the impossible~ 
hoping that Sdmehow or 'another there wilI be 'an end Of 
this blindness and haltness, 'th~'S withered life; while the 
years pass, and nO' blessing comes, That· is .a p'icrure of ,the 
world. If your eyes are o~n you will see it everywhere. 
There !is mapy'a Bethesda pool in Toronto. Toronto atself 
is indeed a ~italJjle IBethesda in that I"e9pect. 

Let us 'lodk 'at this par'ticull~r man that is Singled out from 
among the multitude, and let us look 'at IlUm for a few mJn
utes,. This ~an had had an infil'IIlity -thirty and eight years. 

j' , 

i· 
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!He had been iU a very long tim'e, and he ha:d 'hoped against 
hope, ~ike ,the woman who had spent a~l she had on many 
physicians, 'and was nothing 'better, but rather worse. At the 
end df his tlhirty-eight years the. man was as helpiess as he 
had· been when first hew-as 'caorAed .1:0 tlhe porches of 
Bethesda. How many people there are Like that, - men 
Who Ihave re'ached m}ddle life, men who have passed it, 
and ~ose ilife has !been, from beginning to' end, '3. com
plete 'failure! And yet they are hoping that somehow they 
willi get !help. 

.' I wiish those of us wlho are ~ristJians had eyes to see· the 
peOple :about the porches I()f 'Bethesda. I wish we could be- . 
lieve it! I wish we couM realIize how many men tlhere 'are in 

, Toronto Who are l~ke' this ma:n, Who need just-what we 
have, whQ neec;l the ~essage .that'we could bring tlhem, who 
have found nQthing to !help them. They. have turned 8iway 
from relig.ion. You will find the houses in this City occu
pied by ,1JhQusands an'd' 'thousands of· people who never go 
to church, If lOr the reason, as they say, "It'!is Of no use to go 
tochUlI"Ch. I used' to 'go, I used to be offered salvaliion, but 
I do nQt go 'any mlOre. I am hoping tp get help in some 
Qther direction." . \ 

II. 
I 

. . WHAT WAS THl'S AlIJL'EGED SALVATION that 
was dffered? Let us ~ook at the sa1vation for which these 
people were waitin.<g. How ~ntense.Iy human the whdle thing . , . 
IS. 

First df all, it was limited toa certain tlime. It Was only 
1I:t 'a certain season the 'angel was supposed to trouble the 
pool, and it was df no use 1:0 step linto the waters at any 

. otlher time. It was,'ror on'!y a limited.per.iod b.t'it had any 
heaHng virtue, and, unless lOne was fortunate enough to be 
tlhere in the right. season, at the right time, there was no 
healing whatever. How diifferent from the gospel! How 
dilJ1ferent from the story '(JIf our Saviour~ Who is , .. the S'ame, 
yesterday, ~o-day, and for ever," Who is lust as wen 'ahle 
to save in Apri~ as lin June, 'and in June as in !December; 
Who :is a:lways the same, and Who'never IQses His power! 

l1he sa:iV'aticm for whidJ. ·,tlhis man was .wadtingwas re
stricted to those who were ,aII:;le to get 'ahead of som~one 
else: whoever would step ,in first 'after the 'troubllill'g ·of the 
water would 'he healed. There are many people I know 
who ought to he !heaied if tha!t is so; for tliey have an un
canny faculty of getting there' first! They 'are .always first. 
They see to it that ihey step in befQre everybody else. You 
drive 'a 'oar 'for.a little w!hiie, and you w.i'li ifJnd there are 
ma:ny people df that sort IOn the. road. They want to get 
in first. That is 'the rule of 'life with them; and those who 
''get in on the ground flloor".as they say, 'are likely to make 
money. But it iis 'a poor j~b for those wlhQ come in alfter
wirds. You have to get there 'first Ito get any advantage. 
That is the order df society. The good things 'are 'fQr those 
who rome first. The "plu'InS" are ifor those who arnve 
f.irst; there ,is nothing for (lhose who come after. That is the 
mle of life. 

This m'an was unalble 'to get there first, so he was nQt 
!heaied at all. This salvation was of nQ va1ue tQpeIOp'le who. 
were 'absdluteIy impotent, 'and whQ were 'friendless. The Pool 
did not come to them: they had to go-to the. 'pool: and 
there was no ihea!ling !for any man w!hQ could not ather by 
hJis own energy or by someone else's, get there fint. If he 
·was 'tate tihere 'was no help for him at all. 

Is that not commQn to our everyday eJqlerience? There 
is help for those who b.dp themselves, or. whom other peo
'ple help. l1here is 'a:-prov~rb to ~e effect that God helps 
'lihose who help .'1:he~selves. If that is so, 'a great ll!aI1y 

people ought to·be constanl'ly helped. But some of us can
not !help ourselves:.... and what then? ' 

HI. 
Let me say that to you young men whQ are not Christians 

;if there are any of you here: THE QUESTION THAT 
JESUS ASKS of you is, "Wljllt thoU be made' whole? t 
W'aIlt 1:0 make Of you the man' God. planned, 'a ma:n made 
in His own 'image and likeness. 'I want to iJiake of you a 
young man who \o\~ilIl have no· defects at 'allij, wlho will be.8ible 
to see, who 'will not be haIt, who ~i'l 1)Qt 'be withered, but 
who will be perfe'ctly balanced in all tlhe depamnents df 
his bein:g, with a clear mip.d illuminated !by the Holy Ghost, 
with a pure heart, a cleansed. conscience, an enfranchised 
willll,a quickene'd spiritual nature, a man possessed !by God 
lHimse'l!f, with God iookling out of the wind~, a rea;! man, 
)ike God. I want to make tlhat-o'f you. Wilt thou be made 
whQle?" That is wIh'at Our Lord comes to do. 

100 not .believe the devil's He that He co~ to deprive 
us df something ·that.is of value. The idea that a man who· 
accepts Chrlist 'as 'his Saviour by so doing stultifies his in
tellect, dwarfs h~s manhood, 'and becomes something less 
than tlhe man who denies everything that is in the Book, 
is n~t true. You can never !be Whole but !by thf? operation 
df the Hdly Ghost. And 'that is wlhat Jesus Ohrist wants 
to dlO 'fQr every one df us. 
. There are 'people here who know that. they are not whole. 
We know our defects, our deficiencies; 'and we know that 
we need to .be 'filled out, that our characters need to 'he 
ha!lance'd anc;l made symmetr,rcil!l, tlhat we need. the touch 
of God, that we need a recreation i!f we are to !be wihat we 
want to be. That 'is 'Alh'at Ohrist Jesus comes-to do for you . 

IV. 
And WHAT IS TO BE V.OUR ANSWER? The problem 

always :is lihat our Lord Jesus spea!ks a new language; the 
gospe'! lis a new Ianglfage which people do not understand .. 
The gospel lis a message of Christ. 'and, being 'a message of 
Christ, it comes from the land df the Inlfin!ite, where there 
are no limitations, where the storehouses are full, where 
tlhe AutJhor of it can :be giving - and g!iV'in'g - and giving 
- 'and giving through alII time, and. through alI eternity, 
'and yet 'a hundred mi'lIHon years from now be as rlich as He 
is to-day. You cannot understand lihat, nor,can I. .When· 
the prodigall came home he brought'with him the idiom 
df the speech 0'£ the far country, because when he was in 
tlhe . far coun try lihey ~id not 'give anything -away; w!hen he 
began to ibe ·in want, no man gave unto him. He had to 
pay for everything .he got in '1ihe far country, 'and when he 
'q'ot home he ex'peeted to have to 'P~y fQr everythling. Thus 
he sand, '''Make me 'as one of thy hired serv:ants." He could 
not understand the prinCiple df grace. 'That is .t!he diiffi
culty always in dea~ing with unconverted men. You say, 
"Wilt 'thou 'he made Whole?" and tlhey bring to the inter
preta:tion of that p"iUposal the experience of hum'an. limita
tions everyWhere. The man says,'·r would be a Christian, 
only I could not hold out. I shoulld 'Ji'ke to have my sins -
fl()rgiven. but I am afraid df to-morrow in the office." He 
linterprets the proposals of 'gra,ce .in the light df his own 
eJqlerience df -'i~npoverislh.ment, and he says, '''What is the . 
use?'.' . 

That is w!hat !!his man did. "Wi1t thou be made whole?" 
He !laid, "Yes, that is ,what I am here for; !but I have no 
man, When the 'Poo'lis '~rou!bled, to put me :into the pooL 
I have no one to help me,and wHile I drag my poor Un-

. 'POtent 'liim'bs after me, while I am yet a-coming, another 
;teps down b-elfore me, and .J. am too late. I have at ways 
been too late. fhave tried 'again 'and again and again, and 
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sometimes I have a!1most given up, because the ~eaJl.ing my second pastorate, and said, '''I have a ilitde giid in ~y 
which is in ltJhe pool that I heaT about, is for those who can class who has received Jesus as her Saviiour, and she wants 
help themselves, or who can be helped by 9thers. It is not to be baptized. I wish you Wou~d have a taJIk with her." 
for me, because :1 'cannot get from '!!he porch to the pool." I said, "All right. Send her to me." She came to see me, and 

Ah, is that not ~ike our dbjections to ,the gospel? S~e I ta:Iked with her as simply 'as I knew how, and I really 'be
one says, "It'is a!11 right !for yop., a prea:c!her, to 'ta.ik about qieved sIh~ was trusting ,the SaviiouT. I went to see her 
what the 'Lord can do, but you do not know anythling a/bout mother, 'and her mother said, "I do not feel competent to 
my circumstances. Y9U do not know anythlng ,'about my judge df such prq'found matters, Mr. Shields, and 'I want 
predisposlitions or my tendencies toward sin." You bij.ng up my f~ther to have 'a talk with BV:a. A'fter he haS had a talk 
'a hundred oibjections.wihicih, being inter.prete~, means" "'1 .With her ·then I shall know whether she really understands. 
have no man when the water is troubled to put me into I 'am arranging for her grandfather .to see her·; !he lis going 
the pooL" Out: Lord Jesus said, in effect, ·'You do not need . to examine her, and then w~. will iet you know." We'll, her 
to go into the pool. That:'a!1leged healing u; !for those who . grandfiather .prdfesse~ ~o kno~ a great deal a!bout the Book 
Can help themsclves, :and whQ can put theJIise!lves into the . - ,.and 'I clunk h«: du:1i ~n~ a gre~t deal. a:~t :the letter 
pool. I have.?JIllle to those who ~not .help themselves, o'f 'It .. He put the little gll"l ,m' :a draJI" be'fo~, him '~d ~
to ·rp.eet you Just where you are, lin all the depths 'df your~uesti0n.ed her, then he told ~e the result. ,~hy, he sao.~l 
impotence. Rise, take up your bed, ·and walk." . 1lhe chiid has not ,the root o'f the m~tter !J.n her at al1." 

'Wh. d'·d h ' . dil H d··d ~- " h "Are you sure?" ~'Oh yes, I ~eel 'COnfident she haS not .. 
y 1 t e man respon. e I not :&now even w 0 ''H d·d Ifii d ,. ';'" "Wh. "h aJid '''I ··d t h 

Jesus Christ was. He muM not give an answer whl';n they ow .1 you n,!it out.. 'j', e s , ~a:J.. 0 er, 
asked him who made him wihO'le. "Why did you walk with the SCripture says. '!He that hath the So~ ~ath hfe,' .and he 
yoiu" bed on the saJbbath?" He replied in effect, "I never .tJha:t hath not ,the ~on·oIf God hath not Me .. Now, my d,ear, 
thought aoou,t that !fine question. All 1 know is, th3Jt there have yo.u got 'the Son? She ~~1d me she dId not know. I 
Was a Man. Who made me whole 'andlHe Who' made me am aifrrud she has not th~ Son. . , , 

. whole said, "Take up thy bed ;:md walk,' ,and I supposed if 'Df he ih'adasked the ~itt1e girl, "Have you asked the Lord 
He ha!d power to enable me to wa!lk, it wouM be perlectly Jesus to forgive your sins? Do you believe that He· has for
legitimate for me to do 'as He tdld me - and so I dlid." given you? 'Do you believe He died for you? Are you trust
"Well, who is He?" "I do not know, I do not'even know. ing Him to wash your sins 'away in Hlis precious blood?~' 
His name." He did not know 'anything ·about our Lord, and If he ·had had any sympathy with the little girl he. would 
.yet he d:id .exactly what He toM him. " have found out that. she was trusting OhIiist, for '1 would 

" TIlere is something about the persona!nty of Jesus Chl'ist l'ather have received that little. girl into the chuI'Ch than 
,that. defies al~ de'finlition. I heard Of a . poor woman who 'her grandfather any day. 
'Came to her min~ster and deacons to explain that she Here .was a man who was 'very ignorant. He did not" even 
want«;d to 'join the dhurclh. 'J1he minister asked her many know who Jesus Christ was: He heard His word, and the 
quesnons, but she could not answer 1Jqem. Some of the word from His '1Iips said, ''Take up thy bed and: walk" -
·deacons asked her questions: when ~he was converted, how and he obered that word. Haw much of tJhe Bl.i:ble must you 
,she was converted, how·she knew she ha:d 'been·converted; know in order to be. saved? Somem'an says, "I believe it 
ap.d so on. They put her through a thorough \intellectual :rom "Cover to cover." I hope you do. I do, With· ami my 
drill,on·'the subject, but aH her 'answers' were unsa:tiSfactory. !heart. But there is'so much it;J. lit. 'I do not know ,ami that 
The minister as 'k!indly 'as he cou~d saiid, <'Well, 'sister, we . is in it, although I have read it through many times, it is. 
are glad you desire to serve the Lord, but we 'think you had such a big book But what if I say to 'a boy or girl, or map 
better wait a IH~le whi~e before you join ·the, church, untii or woman, in order to be saved you must know your Bible? 
you understand 1hese things more perfectly, so ,that you will Do you ,know John three, sixteen? Do you know til).'at"Olir 
be able to answer linteIligentily." IShe stood a moment in Lord saiid, "God so loved the world, that !he gave ~is on'ly 
s~lence, then the tears rolled down her fa:ce 'and she saffd, begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
'Well,. if 'l cannot speak for J es~s, I 'COuM die !for Him any- perish, but !have everlasting life"? If· you do not know 
how." "Oh," they said - tlhey!had heard the vdi"ce of faith "another thin'g 'about the iBible, if'you know that one verse, 
- "You had better come into the church." 'and' believe it with aU your heart, you may be' saved. You' 

Ah, there :are some things wihic:h one ca:n spiritually !feei wiU know the rest of it byan'd by. 'You do not need to 
whioh he cannot express, and when Jesus Christ said to that know mudh in the beginning. AU you need qS to take the 
man, "Take up tlhy bed 'and w::aIlk," there was power in His \ same !iiruple word ifrom the l~ps 01£ Jesus WIho Is the Lord df 
Word~ and immediately he took up IhIis bed and \Y'aIlked; 'a!ll, and stake the interests df your soul \for time and for 

'You do not need to know very 'much to be a Christian, eternity upon lit, and do what He says. 'By arid by-He wiH 
b~t after you become -a Christian you may go on learning mee~ you and He· will tell WU who Ife is, and wi'll ~e.a:d you 
for ever. When ·you have been'a Chris1lian a million years on, 'and on, and, on, away up into the mountain'S Of glory 
you wHlreal:ize :th'at you do not know very much because - and y~ wi!l~ stil~ go on ~earn~ng about Him. 'But all you 
'~ere win be so much stilil to ~~. But you do not need' need to know is that you are ~mpotent, and that He says 
to know (rery much to be 'a Ohriistian. How many doctrin- He wltl malke vou whole. Trust Him, and He wil~ do exoa:ctIy 
aires.I have seen at work 'in enquliry-rooms who were worse what He has promised to do. .. 
than useless, because they did not 1m~ how to disc~rn the Let us pray: 
movement of the Spirit! They ~n:tedto slhut people up 0 Lord, we thank Thee for the promises of Thy Word. 
't?a syUogism, to an intel'l~ctua!l proposition; and because This morning we would, fain take some .simple promise, fust 
1he man or woman, boy or girl, could not give in 1\0 many some one word of Thine, and rest .upon it •. May the Holy 
words' a oorrect 'anSIWer, th.ey said, "We are afraJd he is Spirit enable us, every_ one, to do that Just now, for Thy 
not saved." . name's sake, Am .... 

A Sunday School teacher 'came to'me some years ago, in. Apl~it 6, 1930. 
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They Looked Toward Sodom-
LOT had ·accompamed· his uncle Abraham tm t'he journey from His overtures of mercy, preiferring to remain.in t!'te. 

from Dr of the Chaldees when the Lord had caliled 'City o'f Destruction. We must 'try to snatch them 'in 'Plty 
A!braham, commanding Mm'to leave his oWn land for a _. from sin an~ the grave. 
country whit'll wouM !be· shown to him. They Ibotlh grew As 'Lot and !hlis IfamJilly were. ·guided ·away~rom the dty, 
ricil, having many 'Catt!le, Iflocks and herds, the .. measure his wife looked 1b3.'dk toward Sodom (Gen. 19: 26), ·and !for 
of wealth among this pastoral people. When strife arose he;"disobed~ence !became 'a piiI-ar df salt. Hers was the look 
bellween the herdsmen, .A!brah'am propOsed that they sepa- o'f sin'fid desire. The arti'ficia:l gayety and sinful luxury "of 
rate, generously giving Lot his 'Chrdice o'f location; !Selfish the 'City had eIitered ~nto her very soul, and IlJike a person 
Lot, unmindful of the great delht Ihe myed to Abraham, fascinated by 'Ilhe glittering e'ye o'f .a deadly serpent, she 
"lifted up his eyes, 'and !bdhetd all the pIlam oif Jorda,n, that 'could not 'WiitJhdraw her gaze. So steeped. Ihad sh.e become 
it was weU watered everyWhere - even as the gartlen df in the evil ~ife of the city df Sodom; she was mastered by 
the 'Lord" (Ge? 13: 1~) .. ~t looked toward ·'8~.om With "the lust of the eye". '~br1y, many 9'£ the clill~ren oif 
'a gaze of Ilongmg whIch ~ndIca:ted w.0ddly ambi.tion~ se'l~- Israel turned iba!ck in their hearts toward Egypt. L~e Job 
interest, greed and ~ove· of ease. Thlis land was fertile; It we must make a covenan't with OUi" eyes, ~est, iodking too 
would yield ~ts fniit .w~!hout mucl1 toil, 'arid 'it resembled long upon that wh'ich ~s 'Contrary t? 1Ihe wiH of G.o'd, we find 
the Garden of Eden 'in ,~ts beauty; Moreover, there before that it has become :part of us. Like the Psaffm!ist we sIh'a!H 
I:Hm ~ay Sodom, a well.Jbuijt clity With [ts teeming multi- say: "I wIill set no wicked .thing before miine'eyes" (Psa . 

. tudes 'and 'the opportun'ity !f?r.lu~urious p!e.asure. ~t l~k- 101 :3). 
ed ~ 'Sodom, he ~ose I!, Jour~~ed m ItJhat ~duection Bu't what of Abraham, -tile !friend of God, the !father of 
at:ld 'f'lI~a!lIy setd~d therem. !HIS amDItJion was attamed, but the Ifaithful? Alfter hearing the message Of the heaverrly 
~tter !far for ~ had !he turned h&s eyes ~war. from the visitors and watching the two 'angels depwt for Sodom, he 
weU .. watered plam.! We must watch tlh~ dlrecfion df our "stood yet !before the Lord" :in earnest supplication, ~d 
gaze and 'Choose C'arefuUy that upon WhIc'h. we wliIl- fasten then returned unto his own place. E'ady ·the ne~t morning 
ou~ thought, lest we reach our. goa,land d1S'~ver that we. he arose and went agam to that -1:rys1ling place where. he 
h'~ve 'all the wh~e ·been focussmg our attention ~P~I?- -tih~ had. 'stood !before the Lord. 1.'1 was 'evidently on a heIght 

,CIty o'f i])estruction. We :must watdh weill the bUlMmg of overl00'kIing the piain 'and a place from ~ich Sodom and 
. our dream,. for it wlili master~.. '. Gomor~ah were viisilble. Then "he looked toward Sodom" 

The .Lor~:l'saw·,~~.e ~ickedness of 'Sod?ID.that it was very (G~n .. 19 :28). His was '~ l~k of fa:ith, of. tru'St, o'f assur-
. \ great; Its leup of Imqm.ty Was fun, 'and Judgment must fall an'Ce, As on other occasIOns Albrah~ belIeved God and 

But in 'tlhat city was· a man who trusted God, 'and ahhougih - e'arIy in the 'morning resorted to -the place from which he 
prospering 'wd the wickedness Of Sodom, 'he could not could- see the fuillf:i:lment df the sure word of Jeh~vah. 
quite iforget the godly inst~C'tion rc;ceived through his Would ten righteous men be found 'and 'tI.te dty be saved, 
uncle Abraham. A1so, the prayer's df faJIth!iul A!bralh'am were or would the city be destroyed and the ngh'teous ones be 
:being exercised on hi.!: behalf.· The 'Scriptures tell us 1.1h:at saved? In the d'i'stance he 'prdbalbly saw six !figures silhouet-
0>d cot;tdemned those ci~ies wlith. an overthrow~ but '~de- ted against 'the sky, one l'agging Ibehlind .the others. Yes, 
lIvered Just Lot, vexed WIth 'Ilhe ifiithy conversa.fion o'f the Lot his wliife and two daughters We're !h~ng esooI'ted 'from, 
wicked." Keepl~ng: 'faitlh with Abraham,. the Lord had ~ade the 'place df perrI by .1!wo angells. One person turned b~k 
proviis'ion to del'iver Lot. Tw~ ange~s .were sen~ as mes- and immediately became motionless. Two others dlis, 
sengers of: metey to snatch Lot 'and hIS 'fanll'ly Jrom 1Ihe 'appeared, 'and then Lot with his -daughters COIl'l? be seen 
doome'~cI'ty: '~And the men 'arose If~ thence an'<:l, looked hastening itoward 'tIhe 'S~aI1 city o~- Zoar on the SIde d! the 
toward Sodom" (Gen. 18: 16). TheIrs was a look Of ~e'a.v- moun't'aJin. Suddenly fIre ·and brimstone descended from 
enly 'CompasSion. Their gaze df ~ove and pity 'took them to heaven 'and the IflaJmes shot up from the two dties, as tJhe 
th~ very city, ev~:l 'as it ~as. They were the messenger's of. whole plain w.as, destroyed. Once a~ Jehovah ha~ dis
a Just and merc~full God, and 1Jh:ey m~st 'e!lt~r that loath- played Hi's fa'ithlfullness; t'he word WhIdh had gone forth 
some pl~e i'f tlh:~y would execute llheIr :r;russIon o'f mer~y. 'from His llips was surely performed. . 
The Scriptures' glVe us .. a tr.ue, yet sad pIC'ture df 'the SIn- 'We shan 'always !be 'Safe !i{ we keep our eyes upon the 
ner's of S~dom 'and theIr w,Idked thougihts toward even t'he Lord: Let us conmnualiy look to iHim, that' He may pre
~dly. ange~s of God, Ho~ 't~e souls .o'f these pure angels serve us from all evit 
,would shnnk from contact WIth the sm and shame of that 
City! Yet they ~id not .turn back, . !but 'rescuep Lot,. even 
althougl;t he tamed and must !be compdled by theIr en-
treaties to leave. How [iKe :tIb.e inlfinite stoop. of our Saviiour, 
who lao'ked witlh.mercy toward us, even when we were 
dwelling [n the tents oIf wic'kedness! He who- knew no Sin 
came . down 'to this evi'l ~rld and sojourned among u's 
t'hat He might deliver us from the doom' wwaiting us and 
take us to a safe' haven. Whille on earth He loO'ked w.i'th 
compassdon upon 'the multi-tudes, vi~ing them as sheep 
without 'a shephetd.·So would He have us loo'k upon the 
world df men, steeped in sin, 'tIh'at He might send -us to 
tlhem ·With the mess'age o'f re'leaSe 'from. 'their wretchedness 
ana !&om the fearful 'Pun'ishment awaiting ,those who turn 
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The Bible 'Doctrine· of Sin 
By Dr. C. D. Cole 

Dean Emeritus of Toronto Baptist Semin.ary 

IV.· DEPRAVITY --IOTAL, UNIVERSAL, 
INHERENT ' 

D'FJP~~Y;ITY is a word't~t describes_ the st.ate,.or dis- equal in dte degree or amount of sin. But.it does mean that 
posItIon of 'a man, consIdered as 'a mor'al bemg. A every' pallt Of 'dte soui is affected by Mn. 'Drop a grain df 

moral !being is one wlho .is accountable to God !for ¥s 00- arsenic linto 'a; glass of water, and alii. tlhe water is ·aft'ected 
position, thoughts, speech, and conduct. Depravity is dte - every drop of the water· is poisoned. 'Put in anotlher grain 
moral corruptlion 'Of !human natu,re; the state of sinfulness df arsenic 'and the poison is intensified, '!>ut' not extended. 
nawral· to the 1!nregenerate. No more df the water is pdisoned, but aI'l Of the water ,is 

Depravity is tlhe opposite to what is required ~y the law more poisonous, So man, b<:>m with a·depraved nature, 
of God. And ·the sum df the diV'ine 'law 'is love to God and may, in his downW'aro ~er, become·~o~ depraved. , 
to our-neighbour (Matt. 22:37-39). 'Paul l!ays:that love Totall depravity means that man, as the reSuh of originoa1 
is dte ifulfilling Of 1'he 'law (ROIlIl. 13 :8-10). iJ)epraVity, ~in, ,is moraUy or spi~itually dead. And dead ~s an adj~tiye 
then, -must consist Of the 'lack of the 10v~ required'by God, that does ~ot a'clmit df comparison. There are no degrees of 
,and the settiing up df some other dbject or objects in:tJhe deatlh, but tlhereare degrees in death. To illustrate: here is 
human ·alffections. And aU the Objects set 'Up in OOmpetition 'a pl,lys'icaI covpse. The/man has been dead one h()ur; he 
with God may be ~uced to one, and that is self· Self-love !is totally dead, Here is anot!her corpse. This'IIi!an!has been 
is the very root df depravity, ,t!he substitute lin our a!f!fections dead one week. He is no more ,dead than the man who has 
for love to God. Se~f-wil1,· sellf-'admiration, 'and se1lf-right- been dead one hour; but the covpse lis :in worse' Condition .. 
eousness are ,various manifestations Ofa depraved nature., N()w, the Bible presents the nittura~ man under the figure 

pepravity 'is that state df nature that causes man to put of a moral or spiritu'a!l.corpse. ·,Here is 'l!-' young givl of six
sel!f in tlhe ¢ace 'Of God, and to seek h~s own gratification, teen summers, beautiilful, vivacious, and ·dmmting. She 
honou'l',.and interests 'as the ulltimate end o!f aN his actiions. knows nothing df 1Ihe loire of tlhe brothel. But' t~s girl, unless 
Every moral being ought to live and act for the highest born from 'above and a belliever in Christ, lis morally or 
good, and the Ih~ghest good 'is the glory c;f God. Depravity spiritually dead. 'She is laoking in love to God. And her' 
is that corruption of natu're ·dt:at leads men to act !for self- depravity is maniJfested in pride of a'P}1arel, pride of beauty, 
glory. The 'very essen?! df sin is sellfishness. Ta'ke· tlhe' first 'disobedience tG parents, qalCk of intere'St lin tlhe ·word df God, 
and last tetters dff the word "sin" 'and you have left the etc, Here ,is anotlher morai corpse. She is 'a woman of the 
letter '''I''. Ta,ke the word "sel1r', anq spellJ. it ibackwards, brothel; her vJi,rwe 'is 'gone 'and she is 'aibandoned to a 'Ilife 
adding the 'le~ter, "lb." arid ,you have the ~ord c~esh". And oIf sin and shame. She d'rin'ks, ·and smokes, an~ Swears, and 
the Bilble uses the word flesh 'to denote the corrupt nature. lies, 'and steals, and breaks up homes. She is no more dead 
of man .. In ,the 'Bible the ,word flesh 'has more tlb.'an one . than the gi~ df'sixteen, hut she is.in a !far worse condition, 
connota;t!ion. It;is sometimes used to denote aN animal life, now 'and forever, un~ess saved by the grace of God. 
as when we read ,tlh'at "the me of the flesh is in the blood" There 'are tlh'l'ee geneml vieWs wi1!h reference to human 
.(Lev. 17: 11), 'and "Alq flesh is not the same flesh: but, depravity. (1) Men' by nature 'are not depraved in any 
there is one kind of flesh of men, anotlher flesh df beasts" degree, or to any extent. This was the 'teachip,g of Pe1agtius, 
anotlher of f~shes, and another df 'birds" ('1 Cor. 15: 39), a Brliti!fu monk, who taught llhat every human soul is im
The Word flesh is 'alIso, used of the Ihuman body, as when mediately created by, God as innocent, .'and holy, and ,as 
Paul writes the Phili'Ppians that it lis 'ID!)re neediful for them 3ible to obey God, as Adam was at his creation .. (2) Men' 
that he 'abide in the flesh. iB?t more ~t~n, the word flesh are partrally depraved _ corrupt in part and holy in part. 
denote~ the corrupt nature of man, Ohnst taught that the This· theory has manyadvocates who contend that the wili 
f1e!fu prdfitetlh-.nothing, and Pa~'lconifessed ,t!h'ait lin his 'fle!fu -'of ~an is free iii. the sense that it 1S aib'le to dlOose ·Christ 
there was nothing good., " . " as Lord and 'SaV'iour. The writer reca.ils 'an illustraitlion !from 

When Paul ~~scr~e~ ~en unde~. a. ~~~ety of wIcke~ D.r. Shields which runs 'somethling tlike tlhis: in 'a cert!ain con-
, characters,,, the 'f~rst lmk m th~. cham ~s. ~overs df th~Ir 'ference, a preaciher, with 'a ntame 'for ortlhodoxy, preaohed 
9~n selv~s (2 TIm: 3: 2). ThIS ~ove, o~ self, IS tlhe ~o,:!:p.tam a seI1lllon 'On tota'l depravity, emphasizing the truth that the 
from whIch a~i .eV'I'1 tho~'rhts 'and .actIons Flow; I~ l~ 1lhe sinner ,is totally depraved. When he· had nniShed, a prea.cJb.er 
~mb out. df 'W~I'dh aU' s.m[ul ex;pe'(hents a're bo~; It IS ~e df keen 'intellect 'and df liberal vlie~, ~ed him if there is 
tn'cubator.m ~hijch.'a\l eVIl .mventlons 'are Ihatc?ed. '. anydting' in the sinner that can respond favorably and sav-' 
. pepr?-vi ty lIS ~~~l, re.ach ~nl og to a'lLth~ dlfaf'Cultles of theds'?tu~, ingly to the preaohing df 'the. gospel. The 'Other, m'an said, 

, !t IS umversa, ~~mg In 'ai, .~e~ '~m woman; '~n I IS "yes, there 'is." "Is that' something, good 'Or .bad?" con- . 
. mherent, ~'lt:1ng from ?n~~tl Stn, and transJT1ltted ,by tinued the Hberai: And the so-oalled orthodox brothe~ had 

, natural generatIon 'Or phYSIcal bIrth. to 'answer tlhat it must /be good. "Then," said the other, 
-II. "man ~ not totatl'ly depraved, 'as you have ju~t preached." 

Total Depravity And this same inconsistency a'PPeM'S in x:p.udh df t!h:e preadh-
Total depravity means that the riatuml man is depraved ing.,of 'OUT day. 

or corrupted in, aliI tlhe faculties Of his being. It is not a ('3) 'Phe Biibie consistently teaches tlhat ,the siriner ~ totally 
question df degr~e 'but df extent. It does not mean th~t depr:;tved; that there is nothling:in him that can respond 
every man is as bad as he C'an become, or that he is 'as savingIy to the 'gospel appe~l~ 'and that a new birth ,1S neces
\v!ickcd as the devil. I t does not mean that all men are sary for favorable response to the gospel. The carnal mind 
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is.enmity 'against God (Rom. 8:7); ·the heart lis deceit'fuq . 
-'a!bove all things 'and desperately wiCoked (Jer. 17:9; Matt. 
15: 19); and-the will is'a'1so ip bondage to sin . (Jno. 6:44; 
Jno. 5:40; PML 2:13; Jno. 1.:13). Men dhoose wl,lat they 
do because Of the state Of their minds 'and hearts - and 
these control the' will. 

. ' II. 
Universal Depravity 

U niversaJI depI1avity 'Dieans' that all men are depraved. 
Every man,apart !from the new birth, is lacking in that 
which the law Of God requiires. He doe's riot love God. 
neither. does he .love 'his neighbour as ·the creature Of God. 
I t is onlly the born 'a.ga:in ones who love God .( 1 J no. 4: 7) ; 
wlho understand t'he things df God (1 ICor, 2: 14; Jno. 3: 3 ; 
2 Cor. 4:4, 6); Who believe on the Lord Jesus Ohrist (1 
Jno. 5: 1) ; or who prru;:tice' righteousness .(1 Jno. 2 :29). 

Of. Davlid's day ~t was ·written: ''There is none. that doeth 
good. no, not one" (.Ps. 14: 3). And Pau~ quotes ·this verse 
and 'applies it to the people. of his day (Rom. 3: 10). The 
only man 'free from {he rorruption df nature since lhe first 
Adam sinned and 'feN w~ the Lord Jesus Christ, theon1y. 
begotten Son Of 'God, Whose birtlh was not after the law 
Of natural generation. .. 

What we 'have been writing does not make the preach
ing Of the gospel a hopeless task. Even though the sinner 
is dead, the 'Spirit of Gddca.n quicken b!im'into Hfe (Eph. 
2 : 8-10) ; even thbugh he is in diarkness, the' same Spirit can 
shine.lin his heart to give lighno know Christ (2. Cor. 4: 6) ; 
even though he cannot come to 'Christ, ·the -Spirit can draw 
him to the SaV'iO\;lr (J no. 6: 44) ; and even ,t'hough he 'is not 
willing to come to Christ, !he may become wiHing in the day 
of God's power (Jno. 6:37); and even3f the sinner is hi
di!fferent to his state and' standing before 'a thrice holy and 
sin avenging God. the !Holy. Spirit canconvli!Ct him. 'and 
cause him to cry out, "What must I do to be saved?" (Acts 
16:30): . . \ . . 

Let us keep in mind' that w~ are commissioned by a 
mighty God, Wlho . has assured us 'that H1is word shall not 
return unto Him: void, but .that it shaH accomplish -that 
wh'ich He '~le'ases, 'and pl'09perin the thing 'whereto He 
sends it (lIsa. 55: 11) . 

HI. 
Inherent Dq,rayity 

pepravity df nlll;ture 'is transmitted to 'all men by natura I 
generation. !Like !begets 'l'ike; that ·wlhich is born of Ilhe flesh 
is flesh, and ¢,e carnal or Ifleshly mind ,is enmity agaiinst 
God. . . , 

The early ·appearance Of sin in ·the -child :is proof tiha I 
depravity df nature is ·inlherited. The very fj'rst, acts that 
diiscover reason -in the child have sin in ·th·em. Watdh the 
child when . reason begins ·to dawn, and it \VIi'll eX'press itself, 
by doing harm to others, by lying,' by pl1ide of aWard, 01' 

by natur'a!l inclination to revenge. Have not most fa"tlh.ers 
and mothers quieted the halby by 'Deating !!hat whidh had 
hurt or dffended it? The child 'at the very dawn Of reason 
manifests a spirit Of revenge. . 

'In Andrew Fuller's diary, under date df .January 8, 1785, 
a~ "tlh.ese, words: "'Much 'alffelCted today lin Ihearing 'my ~htIe 
gu1 say; How's«?<>n Sabbath day !Comes 'again!' Felt grieved 
to see the n'ative 'aversion o'f the camai heart to God so 
early d[scoveri~ itself.".' . 
Inh~nt depravity is see'll in the fact that the child wiJf 

sin withoUt bein~ ,taught ·to sin: "A chi'ld left to hrtmsei-f 
puts his mother to shame" (IProV. 29: 15). Only leilVe 'the:; 
chij~d ,fo act naturally and it will do ShamefulI t!hings. What 

mother is not cogniizant Of this 'fact? We must be taught 
to do that whiclh 'is not nat!-lral 'to us .. Take one -who has 
never been ·t'aught to swim and throw 'him into deep . water 
and he Win drown. But talkea !horse or some other' beast 
and plunge it ~nto the stream, and it Will swim belCause 

:nature has.taught it. Man sins naturaUy. but he has to be' 
taught 'to do good. . . 

Inherent depravity is 'direcdy a!f1firmed !in many Scrip
tures. '''Behold, 'I ;was shape~ :in iniquity; and in sin did 
my mother roncelve me" CPs. 51: 5 ). David lis not casting 
refIect!ion upon Ihis mother's virtue; he is conlfessing tQ a 
Sinlful nature received in birt'h. "The wicked 'are estranged 
from the wom!b: tlhey go astray 'as soon 'as' -they be born, 
speaking lies" (,Ps. 58: 3). And again, in ~ph. 2: 3 we read 
that we "were by nature the chi~dren ¢ ·wra·rh, .even as 
others." And in Rom. 9:-8 we. are told that 'the cmldren of 
tlhe 'fleSh are not the children of God; 'and if not children 
Of God. they are the dhildrenl of disdbedience, children Of 
w'rat'h; yea, chilIdren of tlhe dew!. . 

The Scriptures which teach the necessity Of the, 'new 
birth prove thatdepr'avlity is total, universal, and inherent. 
Regeneration is not of parts but Of persons; the whole 
psychic being is born ·agaJin. And every man need's ,the new 
birth, 'for' exc~pt a man Jbe iborhagain, he cannot see the 
kingdom 01£. God. And if depraviity were not hered!itary, 
the new birt~ would not be necess'a-ry; training 'and educa-

, tion wouM bring .one into tihe 'kingdom of God. If there 
were but a spark Of linherent goodness, tha!t spark could be 
fanned into la !flame, and a new cre'a:tion would not he 
essent'i'a:l to SalIvation. 

Illustration 
To conclude. the foHowing supposed case will illustrate 

and darify the' truth we have been eXlpOunding. A ship's 
'crew mutiny, put theiT oiflficers in chains, and -take com
mand of the ship. They sailI to a distant port, dispose of 
the c~rgo, and div!ide the proceeds. But wlhile they 'are on 
,th~ voy~ge t!hey ''find it necessary, 'for self-preservation. to 
est'a:bIish some 'kind of 'laws to 'govern them. To t'hese taws 
th~y ad!here punctually, act with 'faJimess toward each other, 
and 'agree to 'an ~mpaTtia'l distribution of their pIlunder. 
But before they reach port, one df the crew is seized with 
regret. 'He insists tbat they are engaged ,in a Wicked 
sGhenne, and urges that they release their officers, !implore 
their forgiveness, and 'resume ,their dut!ies under !!heir com-

. mand., But the others piead their justice, honour, and re
spect for one another. They re·mind him that ,they 'are 
keeping the laws they- had 'agreed upon. But he teNs them 
there 'is no vittuein ,th6s; !!hat all their equity. while exer-
d!led lin punu'it of a sdheme which v~dl'ates ,the great law. 
of just!ice, ,is itself a species df iniquity. He shows them 
.that they are running the Ship for their own selfish .interest 
and ·glory, and not in ,th~ interest lof the dwner. He urges 
them to repent df their wicked design. He pleads with 
them to release tfhe"ir dflfiicers, beg for mercy, 'and return 
to their duties as faithful saillors. 

This parable is not-diifflicult to apply to the truth ~n hand. 
As ~a.iIors on the ship de 'life. the Ihu~an race mutinied in 
't/he very beginning and every one born on the ship 'has 
joined -in the rebellion. While tlhel'e has been a se'mblance 
df law and order and ·some. respC'Ct for one another, every 
!man, apart from the grace, df God, has live'd fbr. seilf rather 
than f-or God, the Cre'a!tor and.Owner of 'all. The need df 
every one.is to repent and return to God, surrendering to 
Him and hoping 'for mercy througth the 'blood of His Son. 
And may we preach, expecting the Holy Spit5t to' bring 
this about in the case of many. Go(} be praised, He is ahle! 
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,We : N~ed To "Elevate Our 'Si,gbts" 
By Dr. A. W. Tozer 

'/ 

THERE are !few things",ag frustralting as to wor'k without vin-ced that ,it is destin'ed to domlinate. It is thiis conviction 
-knowing what we 'are. trying to a'C'C'O'Inpl:iSh,; that ~s, to that makes ICommunists an !but invincible. Any act one of 

be ,lost' in the means and' ignorant oif the end. them may perfomn 'for 'the, 'Caqse ca,rries an emotional 'W'alr-
, Examples df this 'are 'found ,in ",parts" factornes wh,ere hea,d: it is the fixed bel:ief tlhat his 'act iis part 'of a hif!)h 

omen spend ye3!rs making sma1~ 'articles that have no slig- plan that more thanjus:tJi11ies h. 
nilfidall'Ce in ,themselves and can h'ave satisfYdng meaning - Russellisrn (now traveling under 'Ilhe' altias oIf Jehovah's 
only when rel'ated 'to hundreds of other 'and d~ssiimil'ar arti- Witnesses) is 'also m'otivated by 'a clear pUIpdse. Its follow
des a~'d to the completed object df Wb.kh each one is a ers Ita!lk wi:th starry-eyed !fervor taibout the "Kingdom" 'and, 
sm'aH part: ' however Ifar they may have strayed from the trutih, they are 

Since the Ihuman mind is de~igned to deal with ends and nevertheless cQnuinced t~lIIt they 'are sons of 'a new world 
wholes, this en'forced preoccupation witlh parts and means order soon to, emerge. To them this new order is completely 
is par.ticularly disconcerting. The urge to pllan and to create real 'and in their entlhusiasm' they care 1i1!tle how' many _ 
according ito plan is strong [n us,.'aild we feeI fenced in and persons they offend or how im'any enemies they m'a!ke. In the 
defe'~ted when 'we, are compeliled 'to spend our days in to'N light o,f thelir glOI1ious future nothing else matters. So they 
that 'attaIns no viSible 'Objective. It !is this ra!ther than the believe 'and theh' belief, thouf!)h fa!lse, fUTIlishes 'all the drive 
work itself it'hat makes so 'many j,,?bs duUand boresome. they need. ,:' 

I hiave wondered whether i!he lfIat tedium found in most ' The evangelical ChriStian need make no '31pology for' his 
,'clhurc,hes camiot be e~plained at least 3n part 'as the psy- beliefs. They 'are in direct Iineal descent !from those Of the 

. ,. apostles. He can dheck ,the tenets o'f his totan creed 'against 
chologltal consequence of numlbers oIf persons meetlmg to- th rif ..I' " t' st . Ibef eifs o'f h reh fathe both 
gether 'at stated times wiit,hout quite knowing why they, Eo e / e;t~gt' ~ omllng ''''''t~ .,~. u, ,'es 5'3.·,:s ,and 
have met. Most 'People ~imply do not like to go to church \ as, ~nl"'''''' esd,.JI.. orm~lrsl" hm,wklCS'tmJ I~anon'e" T1hen le't 

, d '11 'f h .JI.., d n d .n'. 'd ey.ange I\>,S, an mey WI' C ec ou one ouy . 
a~ ".WI not go J t ey can escape me or eal ecenny, an him clheck them aU w.i,th the Holv 'Scriptures and 'again they 
md~lons can and do. '1'1 to b so d - . , WI 'I prove 'e un. 

It would be too ea~y to dism:i~s this dis1-i'ke !for churdh as What then is the troulble? Why 'tIhe inertia, the torpor 
only 'another 'Symptom of original sin and love of 'm'oral that liies over tlhe church? ' 
darkness, 'but I 'believe that exjJl'anation is too pat to be The answer ~s that we 'are 'too comfortable, too rnch, too 
wholly true. It 'doesn't e~p1ain enough. Some persons, 'for 'contented. We hold the 'faith of our if-aithers, Ibut it does 
instance, find churdh :intoler3lble because there is no, dbjec- not hold us. We are su'ffe~ing'from judiciall Mindnesniisited 
tive towa'rd ,whlich pastor and people 'are moving, aside 'upon us because of our sins. To us hlaS been :comm:itted the 
poss~b1y from tlhe limited one df 'trying 'to ~nlHst eight more, most precious oIf all tre3!Sures, 'but we 'are not committed to 
w'Omen and ,ten more men to 'Chaperon the 'annual youth it. We insist upon miling our' reliigli'on a ifoml Of iamuse
cook-out or reaching the bu~lding ifund quota for the month. ment 'and w'~11 have fun whether or not. We are al£lfili'Cted 
Arid believe me, that can 'get m'iglhty wearisome after a w'i,tIh religious myopia and see' only things near at hand. 
while, so wearisome :in'dee'd that alert, iforward-look'ing per- God' has set eternity ;in our hearts 'and we have chosen 
sons often forsake the churches ~n droves and leave ,the time ~nstead. He ,is' tryling to in,terest ,us in a glorious Ito
spirlitless, the duH 'and tlhose 'aJfiflicted wit~ pemlanent in- morrow and we 'are settling for 'an inglorious today. We 
sou'dance to carryon. if 'a phrase so 'active dare be used 3!re bogged down ,in locall :interests and have lost sight of 

'to describe what they do. ' , eterna!l purposes. We improvise and muddle along, hoping 
To IPaul tlhere was nothing dulll or t1re'Some iin the re- for hea,:en 'alt ~~t Ibu~ showing no e3!gerness '1:9 get th,:re, 

, Hgion o'f Christ. God had a plan which was Ibe'ing carried correct In 'Cloctnne but we~ry of prayer 'and bored With 
fO~3!fd to compiletion, and 'Paul an'd ''Iallt the ifalitMu;1 in ' God. 
Christ Jesus" were part of that 'pian. It iinclu'ded predestlina- '-The Alliance Weekly 
tion, redemption, 'adoption 'an<~ the obtaining of 'an eternal 
,inheritance in the heavenly places. God's purpose has now 
been openly revealed (Eph. ,3: iO, 11». 

'It was tihe knowledge that ,they were' part of an eternal 
p'l'an. th'at iITIparted unquenchable enthusiasm to the early 
Ohristian's, They hurned with ho'ly zeal 'for Christ and felt 
flhat they were part of can 'army wb!i-ch the Lord was iead-
:in~ to ulltim:ate 'conquest over 'aliI 'the powers of ,darkness. 
Tha:t was enough Ito 'Bm them with perpetual enthusias,m. 

I t is one of the anomaIies of reli~ion 'in our day that tlhe 
,orthodox churches appear to have Ilost itiheir crus'ading spirit 
(obviously for w'ant of"a cruS'a:de) , and the enthusi!asmlthey 
once had 'and lost has gone over to a -'fallse rel~glion and an 
,evil pO'litica1 system. I ,refer df 'Course to Russcllism and 
Communism. " 
, _ Comm~ism -is an ev~l, but it' drives on toward world 
-dom:inat:ion ifor the very -re'ason ,tlh'a1t: its devotees 'are con-

Anappreciafed' word '.from , 
, \ 

,radio 'station CHWO 
". • ',' • the Sunday Service from Jarvi8 

Street has become one of our most listened to 
featu,res and we are very Pl"9ud to be a880c~ated, 
with you." 

'CONTINUE TO PRAy FOR THIS GOSPEL 
, BROADCAST. 
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The. Week-End In' Jarvis Street Chur·ch-· 
O· CTOBER is "Bible S'Chool Montlh" in Jarvis Street 

Church, and thl;: attendance is now steadily increas
. ing, most oIf tlhe regular scholars having recovered from 
-rhe preV'aJlent 'flu and colds, and new scholars being added 
to :the ro1t The two. busses owned hy the Sdhooll brought 
in a <tot.d oIf 90 schollars, the highest number they have 
transported 'to tlate. Two new' districts have been can
vassed lately, and ea:mest dflforts are being put forth by the 
fiaithlful band o'f o'f1ficers 'and teachers .. 

The Saturday Night Prayer Meeting 'Was well attended, 
'and the Spirit of prayer and supplication rested upon the 
people with speciail power, a sure indication that Sunday 
would 'be a good day, 'antl ~ndeed, so it was. 

Dr. H. C. lS~ade preadhed Willh great unction at both 
services. In the morn~ng hiis topic was ''The OJ..ristian's 
Strength" (Eph~ 6: 10). We need to remind o.urselves that 
we .'are engaged [n 'a warfare, in a continuous conlfliot. The 
Christian is 'a warrior, 'and Christ is 1lhe Captain of our 
salvation. For those en!listing under His banner there wiJ.'J1 
be hardships, so we must he good so1d1iers of jesus Ohrist. 
In oUr warfare 'We must seek to Please' Him who !hath 
chosen us to be SO'ldiers: 'W~ -are not'to ·become entangled 
with the 'a!fifairs Of this lilfe. We ·must be devoted to Christ, 
as a soIdiier is devoted to ki~g and country. 

We 'are ~ommandea to be sllrong in the Lord. In our
selves we can do nothing; we have no 'Strength o'f our own. 
As we look into the Word oIf G()(f, 'we shal[ see our weak
nesS and realize our own insuiff,iciency. We saywiith 'Paul, 
"Who lis sulfifiicient Ifor these things?" Let us lilft up our eyes 
beyond ourse"lves. 'and loo'k to the Lord; our strength is in 
!Him. 1 The Revised Version of tHis t~t rearls: "Be continu
a:11y gettling empowered in the'Lord." AU power is in mm. 
We come to this concluSion, that :if anything is a'CCOIll

pllished, any soqls are 5a.ve'd or any blessmg lis evlident, It is 
the Lord who his 1;leen 1W0rking .. 

Why are we to be strong in ,the Lord? 'Because our -ad
versary, the Devil, goes 'aJboul sc::eking 'WhlQlm he may deVOUT, 
and we need to stand 'against 'h!.is .'Wi,J.es. Sat'an does not 
interfere wlhen men are interested only in e'alfth[y things, 
but when you !begin to pursue spiritual tlhings, 'Satan's head
quarters will send out an alarm, and the 'a.rt!illery· df hell 
wl.i!l~ be opened Uip. Satan wiN1 inspire one to oppose Chris
ti:ans, another to prevent the sa!l.V'ation df sinners 'and an
other to destroy 'SOuls. Do not !be sutprise'd 1'f you meet with 
strong opp'dSitiion ilf you determine to live for Jesus Christ 
and walk the narrow lW'ay. 

See the n'atute of this Ifozmidalble ifoe. Our wrestling is ' 
against "spiritual wlickedness ~n high pla:ces", agalinst "a 
host of w',icked spirits operating lin high !places." Some angels 
left. ~eir first estate and !fell,. but they did not lose tlhcir 
power; they are constantly operating in their designated 
spheres, in high pl~es such as places of cuiture, education 
and religion, in Seminaries 'and places of government. The 
papal system oIf Rome lis the Devi['s masterpielCe in delu'd~ng 
the min'ds oIf the people, keeping them !in darkness. Satan 
lead's precious souls ~ve at ihlis will. ' 

We must put on the whole armour of God, that we 
"may be 'albie to staiid in the evil day." The evil day is the 
certain time that Satan sets aSide .for !his most vicious at
tacks. Have you eJqlerienced 'hisevlil day? Satan came 
even to Chorist and tempted Hilm. 'In such an hour we 'are 
to put on the who'le armOUT' o~ 9?d. -There :is Onl;: albove 

, . 

'Satan who can cuIib and 1im!it h!is operations. 1lhe weapons 
oIf our 'Warfare are not carnail, but spirituail. The battle is 
great antl the enemy strong, 'but trusting in 'the One who is 
stronger than he, we may' overcome. Be strong in Him! 

The eveniing sermon, broadcast as usual over CHWO, 
Oakviloie (1250), ,was a powerful and soul-stirmng message 
on the theme "U nsearchaJble RiChes" ('Eph. 3 : 8) . 

l1he messenger, the Apostle 'Pau'l, al~l()ugh his praise was 
knOwn throughput all die churohes, styled -hiimselif "less 
than the 1east of 'a.iJ.II saints." The one spoken of as "the 
greatest man of alld the great men the gre'at God ever made" 
called himself"'the ch!ielf oif Sinners" 'and "uIllWorthy to. !be 
cailled an :aipOstle." This spirit oIf 'h~lity is the true mark 
df the Christian. God ~as no place for human pi,ide: He 
"resisteth the proud" and '''the proud he knoweth 'alfar off"; 
We may well come 'and Sit a:t the feet of the Lord Jesus 
Ohrist and learn o'f Him, for He i'S meekan'd lowly oif heart. 

There was 'a cause which produ'Ced and kept tlhlis deep 
hum:iMty. Paui never forgot tlhe deeds he had commlitted 
against Christ; his part in the st~ning of Stephen and the 
persecq.tion of the Chriistians. GOd forgave him, but could 
he ever forgive himselif? ISome thlngs we are to Iforget, but 
never the pit from 'Whidh 'We have been digged and the rook 
!from which we have been hewn. Th[s·wiU 'keep us humble. 
'Paul could not get 'away !frt:Jlm the Ifact that God ha:d saved 
biim, and 'any blesSing in his ministry was due to the grace 
of God. . 

The message of the Gospel is designated as "'the) unsearch
albleri'ohes of Christ." This is our constant theme. We have 
nothling to give the !people in heathen lands 'and tlhey have 
nothing to give us: we all need Jesus Christ .. The preach-

. ing oif.Chmt is the true ma!rk of tlhe God-sent messenger, 
and ~is is the message; "tl},e unse'ardhalble riches of Ghrist." , 

Notiice the chara.cter of these riches. They 'are undiscover
able; they cannot be fuHy explored in earth Iby men or in . 
heaven by ange'ls, represented in Scripture 'as qooking, look
ing, desiring to see the fulq meaning' of the Gospel. Who 
can measure the value oIf the blootl oIf Ohrist? Who can 
estimate the righteousness giiven to us in Ohrist, th,~t per
!feet robe of Hill r-ighteousness 'provided fo~ those who 
trust in Him? We, can diisplay these riches, h~ever, tha! 
people may he3il" ~ut them. They 'are possessed Iby none 
except Ilhe Lord JeSus Christ; He has 'ali the treasures of 
grace 'and aJII fulness dweH~ in IHiim. Think oif the rlcihes 
of Hlis character. IBecause oIf His spotless, guiltless charac
ter He was 'aJbile 'to atone Ifor OUT sin'S. Think upon the 
riches Of His 1ove, shown when He took 'OUr place and 
died for us, ailthough 'We 'Were ungodly, unjust 'and enemies. 

1:1hese. riches 'are in the Gospel. How can we preach: on 
the unsea.rdha:ble ridhes oIf Christ? We do not know aU 
aJbout these Rohes, but we do know sometJh!ing about them. 
Tohey are given in the Word, 'Contained in .the everl'asting 
Gospel. ~n the Gospel this II~gacy of. ~e riches o'f Cht.ist 
lis broken :dolwn, as it 'Were, for us, even the exceeding nches 
elf His grace .. In Christ we 'are ,a'Ccepted in the Beloved; 

. we have redemption 'and pardon. No. guilt can transCend 
the efficacy of the precious 1b100d. Thlink of itJhe riclhes 01 
His power. 'J1he Gospel is God's instrument !for the Ije5-

torart:ion 6f the human soul that was' fOImerly a bonds lave 
·oIf the Evil One. These nches are accessi'hle. EverY. one' 
of us poor, bankru'pt si!lners ~ be made wealthy iin Christ: 
"though he .~as ,rich, yet !for your sakes he became poor, 
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tha,t ye 'through his poverty might be rich." Inlfinite rimes. 
we have in Christ. Why;dling to ow:' own poverty? Why 
Work !for the riches df this world, when in the riches of 
Ohrist we !have that which saJtiSfies our etem'a!l. sou!l? Do 
not try to eStabliSh your own nghteoUsI).ess, but accept 1he 
etema). inheritance oiffered to you. Receive ~t t'hrough the 
.Gaspe). Come to Christ and He wIill 'give you rest, pardon. 
peace-and an tibings. -O.L.C. 

CONN~E'S CONFESSION 

No S'IR, I never thought Mom knew how her pearl neck
. lace got !broken! Of course, yap. ~now, she never wore 

it 'any more, not since s'he gave her heart to the Lord Jesus. 
Now I'm not sure What clrat has to do with wearing neck
la:ce'S, but 'Mom's been awful !Meet and smi'ley since, so it 
must be aU. right. / '. . 

Nbw, ~'f tfh'at netdldtace had been mine, I don't tHin'k 'I'd 
have let 'it me :in its little ve'lvet box with the shlny satin 
lining for months, and not ~ven. ~OO'k 'at it! I don't know 
wIh'at Unde Syd's going to say when !he finds out Mom's 
not we'arin:g that expensive nockll'ace he gave'her. You know 
Uncle Syd lis Mom's rich uncle ·'from England. Wen, as-I 
was saying, ~if it had been mine, 'I wouldn't have just iet 

'it i'ie in the box a!ll tfhe time. 
And so '1lha:t was tfhe reason, when Jan'ie 'and I were pIlay

in'g that 'day, that I borrowed lit 'for a l~ttle while. You see, 
I was to be the very rich lady roming to vigit 'her. I h!a~ 
Mom's 01d high-heeled shoes on, and 'a pretty lace curtain 
over my Shou~ders for a scarlf,. and 'I just '}:Iad to have Some
thing 'to make me 'look nch, didn't 'l? Of rourse, I thought 
Mom wouldn't c'a:re since she never wore ~t any more. So 
I just Ileft J'anie's place, 'and ran hQme to get' it - 1 mean 
borrow it. _. . 

Youslhould have_ seen Janie's eyes pop open when she 
sa:w what I puUed out of my tpooket! I te~l you, '1 re'a!l~y 
felt like a rich lady when 1 put that beautiful neckla:ce 
ar'OUnd my neck. Tl!en, I 'Put on Janlie's m~er's m:arket ha:t 
too, and '1 .came down -tfhe hall and 'knocked on the play-
room door.' -

"Why, Mrs. Jones, I'm slimp'ly thrilled! iJ)o rome in, my 
dea'r. lIt's been years since 'I've seen you." (You know When 
we 'play, we try to tal'k ijike rea! e1egant people.): 

WeB, I admired her ba:by - tltat 'Was tlie doll she got 
for Christmas last ye'ar. Then I told !her all 'a'bout how riclh 
i was, and about my pearl neCklace :- and I pretended I 
had just dozens ~ them. 

Just then Janie's mother came lin 1lhe playroOm, and said, 
"I'd like to meet 'a rid!. Ia.'dy who owns 'dozens df pearl 
nedda:ces." . " 

Janie's Mom is wonqetfu!J. She's my Sunday SchOOl 
teaclher, in Ifact; and She knows a lot about 'the !Bible. Wihy, 
there's. hardly ever a question that she can't answer! . 

Wen, belfore I' went !home .that ,aiftemoon, Jame said, 
"'May I wear your beads' for a Ilitt1e whlle, Connie?" 

'''1 'guess you can," I salid slowly, "but 'be very ~l." 

She promise'd: 
The doorbeU rang downsw'l'8,and I hen my Mom's 

voice. Say, I :niade ;a div~ 'for that necld'ace-'l:o get it from -
Janie, 'and I guess I puUe'd too h'ard iin the wrong pIlace. 
Before I knew what 'W'aS happening, tfhose expensive pearls 
went scattering 3111 over 'the playroom ifloor! We just 
oouidn't believe our eyes. . .~ 

Janie lmiid we betlter pick.them oqp quick, and IWl'ap them 
in my hankie. We sea:rclJ.ed and. 'Se'ardhed until we picked 
up aJII we 'COuld .see. Just then, Jan~e's mother called up, 

. "ConnIie, your mother's here, and she w'antts you to go now." 
If tlhere was anyone I didn't 'Want to see that moment, 

it Was Mom! But what' oould I do? We went home, and 
aU the wh~le I ba'd ,my !hand in my poc'ket, Where' the broken 
beads were tied up in my hankie. I tell you, I didn't feel 
very good inSide, .but ,I tried to chatter :along and act 
natural. 
, Before I c.ra~ed in 'ped 1ha:t night I' med to thread 
them, but 'I oou1dn't Ifind 'a needle srrurll enough, so at 
last I gave it up. ,I slipped over on liip-toe to Mom's room 
an'd put it back lin 'tlhe little ve'lvet box, hoping she wouldn't 
find OUit who did .it. I had -an awlfu1 time to get to sleep 
that nl:gh't Ifor sOme reason. \ 

For days and days I oouidn'j get lit out of my mind. Often 
I saw Mom ~ook at m~ kiI),d of saH - but l--wasn't rea:! 
sure ~!f it 'Was the way she loo'ked, or the way I 'felt !inside, 
t!h:at ma:de it sad. ' . . . • 

It just seeni.~ everywhere 'I went, someone would remind 
me df my "secret sin~' - at ~e'ast that"s what our preacher 
was pre'adringalbout last Sunday, and he pointed right 
down to me. 'I 'felt so uncomlfol'ta:'ble! 'So I started [eafiing 
throU'gh the hymn book so I wouldn'.t hear 'any mQre. 
'Then in Sunday School, our lesson was about the man 

that hld the talent, and how 'he wmpped<it in' a napkin 
(Luke 19 :20)'. 'I couldn't help. thlnking about the broken 
necklace that 'I wra:pped iin my .hankie. I don't remember 
what t!he m'an did with the tallent, because I was wondering 
what Mom wouid do to me 'When she Ifound out. 

At dOdl, when we were 'P1ayiing London Bridge, and I 
was ca:ught, tfhey asked me which I'd like best: a beautiful 
pearl ne'eM'ace, or 'a wri'Stlwatch. Well, I tOOk the wrist

. watdh, 'cause I don'~ l~ke 'pearl necklaces, no matter ?ow 
beantrful 1lhey 'are any more. _ 

:But wIli.at the 'Preacher saId about secret sins and point
ing to me, bothered; me ,the most. _ I didn't know that was 
wlhat it was! . , 

Then last night ~n. 'familyworSb.:iop, Da'd read ifrom Prov
eiibs. The 'bwenty-e1ghtlh chapter, 'I think it was. One verse 
jumped right Out 'at me, 'and -hiit ,me. "He tha:t covereth 
his sins '!fu.all not pI'<)sper: but whoso comesseth and for-
sta:keth t!hem shal'l have mercy.;' . , 

W e'l~, that did !it. When we got down to 'pray, 1 gOt all 
dhoked up; and -a couple oif ~bs Slipped out. ' I sure wanted 
to 'ct:m!fess and 'have mercy,1Jl,ore than anything else in the 
worid. 

I told Mother ali 'about it. And! do you know what she 
said? , 

"Yes, Connie, Mother knew all a:bout it, -'but I've been 
~ting for you to teU me.". ' . ' 

"You knew?" I gasped. - , 
"Why, dear, Janiie's mother was 'Cleaning the playroom, 

and she !found four peaJils under the clhest. Then, too, I 
knew whO'Se harrlcie tfhe !broken· string 'was' wrapped in. 
You weren't very hruppy eitfher, Connie, with that on your 
cOnscience, were you?" , 

"I sure wasn't," lcon!fessed. 
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So we got down on OIl!' knees ,aga!in, and I told the Lord 
I was sorry that I hadn':t told Mother right 'away, and to 
please iforgive me. 'J1hen lMotlluir prayed the nicest prayer. 
She t.hanked tlhe ,Lord !for 'answering her prayer anti con
victing me, and asked the ILord to keep ~'y conscience ten
der, ap.d hdlp me to waik,in the light of iH~ WO,rd: 

I tell you what, I 'fellt as :tiight as air when w«:. g<rt up. 
I prom!ised Mom that after 1Ihis; I'd ·rome right ,out with 
1Jhe truth, and not try to hide 3I1lything again. 

Do}'OU: 'know what -Mom said? "And !herein dQ I exercise 
myself, 'to have 'a1ways a conscience void of offence t'ow'aI'd 
God;and toward Men" (Acts 24: 16). -Gospel Banner. 

Bible Schoul ,Lesson'Outline 
, Volume 21 Fourth Quarter Lesson 5 November 3, 1957 

OLIVE L. OLAiRK,' Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE VISION CONCERNING THE CANDLESTICK 
Lesson Text: Zechariah 4. 
Golden Text: "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,

saith the Lord of hosts."-Zechariah, 4:6. 
Zechariah, the prophet of the Lord, was divinelY p'repared 

by a series of visions for the difficult mission which he had 
been called up-on to fulfil; namely, to inspire leaders and 
people to rebuIld the temple. God nevel' sends us to warfare 
at our own charges: the heavenly Commander arranges that 
His soldiers and messengers are fully equipped for carrying 
out His comm~ds' (2 Tim. 2:1). ' . 

As a prelude to this new divine vision, the' angel or mes
senger of the Lord awakened the prophet, as it were, out of 

- his sleep. Revival must precede revelation:' only when we 
are quickened by the Holy Spirit can we receive knowledge 
of spiritual truths (Psa. 119:37, 107, 108; Eph. 5:14). The 
Lord Himself must open our eyes to behold wondrous things 
out of Jlis law (Psa. 119:18). 

r The seven-branched candlestick or lamps~d resembled in 
material and general appearance the golden candlestick of 
the tabemacl~ (Exod. 35:31-40; Lev. 24:1-4). It consisted of 
a pedestal with an upright shaft and ·three arms or branches 
on each side. Each of the seven arms was evidently sur
mounted by' a bowl for the oil and burning wick. In the 
candlestick whicli Zechariah saw ·the decorations were not 
so elaborate, and there was jUst one large bowl covering all 
the branches, the fountain of supply of oil for the lamp. On 
either side of the candlestick was an olive tree, which supplied 
the golden oil thtough the golden pipes for the light. _ 

Zechariah was first shown his own ignorance; he realized 
that of himself he could not understand the significance of 
the vision. Only those' who humbly acknowledge their help
lessness will receive a knQwledge of divine truth (Psa. 111: 10; 
Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor. 1:19,27; 2;8). 

·The candlestick of the tabernacle had been situated on the 
south side of the holy place, thus shedding Ught upon the 
table of shewbread, which was on the north side. The shew
bread or ''bread of the face" represented Christ, the Bread 
sent down from heaven to make possible reconciliation and . 
fellowship, and to p.rovide sustenance (John 6:88; 10:10; 2 
Cor. 5:18, 19; 1 John 1:3). 

Light is symbolic of testimony (Matt. 5:14), and God had 
ordained that the Jews should give testimony to the nations 
concerning Him. In this Vision the candlestick,' 'Which was 
one of the main articles of furniture in the tabernacle, stood 
for the temple which was being rebuilt. The temple was to 
be the habitation of God, the. place where His honour dwelt 
(Psa. 26:8), and would be a constant testimony to the living 
God for all the peop-le who beheld it. Similarly, the church 
>f God colleCtively (Eph. 2:19-22; ReV. 1:12, 18; 2:1, 5), and 
each Christian individually, (Matt. 5:15, 16; Phil. 2:15) should 
witness to the prese:g.ce and pow.er of the Lord. 

How could this renewed temple,' the church and the Chris
tian maintain a consistent testImony before the world T How 
could they keep the light burning? The lampstand could hold 
the light alo~t, but the light m~t be supplied by the One 

, . 

, , 

who walks &lJ!.ong the lampstands; God the Holy Spirit must 
provide the light (John 8:12; Eph. 5:8). 

At the time of .the vision the children of Israel were ex
periencing intense opposition in their ef~orts to rebuild ·the 
temple (Ezra 4:23, 24). Zechariah was to inform Zerubbabel, 
the leader, that these difficulties would be overcome,' not by 
means of great armies or by: the power of human persuasion 
and influence (Dan. 2:34; Hagg. 2:21-28), but by the' Holy 
Spirit of God (lJagg. 2:5). 

Mountains stand .for hardships, difficulties and ,opposition 
which may beset our path (v. 7; Jer. 51:25; Matt. 21:21,- 22). 
The angel of .the Lord addresses the metaphorical mountain 
facing 'Zerubbabel as :'who," indicatilig that the opposition it 
represented was personal (Ezra 4:1, 5; Zech. 3:1). It was also. 
great.' But that opposition would be completely overcome by 
Zerubbabel; the mountain would become a plain along which 
he might easily travel (lsa. 40:4; 49:11). Furthermore, the 
prince of Israel would have the privilege Of placing the head
stone or topmost stone upon the temple to the accompani
lJ!.ent of ~hop.tin.gs of joy (Psa. 118:22-24; Ezra 6:13-22). All 
.men would lie compelled to acknowledge that it was by grace 
alone that the temple stood complete. 
Al~ough the primary application of the vision to Zerub

babel and the temple of the restoration is clearly indicated . 
in the context, surely it speaks also of the Christ whom 
Zerubbabel, as the royal prince of Judah prefigured. Our 
Saviour would overcome all opposition (Luke 8:5), and would 
Himself be the Headstone of the comer (Matt. 21":42; Acts 
4:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:4, 6), as well as the living_ Temple, 
the Dwelling-place of God (John 1:14; 2:20, 21). Then, too, 
by the grace of God the church, His temple, will be finally 
completed (Eph. 2:1-10; 4:13-16) an~ will be presented to 
the Father amid great rejoicing (Eph.5:25-27). . 
. It is not always the case that one shall sow and another 

shall reap (John 4:36-38). Sometimes even on earth, and 
certainly always in heaven, the -one who sows in sorrow shall 
himself reap in joy (Psa. 126:6). Zerubbabel, the one who 
had commenced' the work of rebuilding the temple, and had 
carrieil on that labour amidst loss, sorrow, opposition and 
disappointment, would be given the privilege of completing 
the task" (Ezra 3:10, 11). Our great Leader will bring to 
fulfilment the work which He has. begun in our souls (Paa. 
67:2; 138:8; Phil. 1:6). ' 

The final success of the work would silence all critics; they 
would know that the Lord had undertaken for tbe one whom' 
He had sent. So will the ultimate triumph of the Christian 
leader prove to his opponents that God is on the side' of 

. those who trust Him and do His bidding (1 Kings 18:86; 
Psa. 40:14, 16; 109:22-27). To the outward eye the ~ork 
may seem small, weak and insignificant, and men may despise 
his feeble efforts, but the plummet in 'his hand as a sign of 
his activity would be reinforced by the mighty workings. of 
the seven-fold Spirit of God (Isa. 11:~; 1 Cor. 2:1-5; Rev. 
4:6), who sees and knows all that is taking place (Zech. 8:9). 
Seemi;ng human weakness and apparent failure would issue 
in marvellous success through the strength of the Lord (Hos. 
1:7; Beb. 11:34). ~ . 

The liVing olive branches which stood on either side of ' the 
candlestick, ensuring a continuous supply of oil for the light, 
represent "the two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of 
all the earth." Primarily these were Zerubbabel and Joshua, 
who stood ready to serve the Lord, and then possibly all true 
witnesses who are channels of· His grace (Rev. 11:8, .4). 
Christ our Saviour as King and Priest stands before God. 
It is He who 'would supply the children of Israel with the oil 
of the Holy Spirit to enable them to maintain'their testimony . 
before the world (lsa. 63:11; Joel 2:28-82; Acts 2:4). He 
will also give His Holy Spirit in ~nnial flow to His 
church and to His faithful servants in this age (John '1:37-
39). '. 

Thus was Zerubbabel encouraged in the midst of all the dis
heartening difficulties which beset hiin in the work of God. 
So, too, may we all receive new strength and inspiration for 
our tasks. . 
. Dally Bible-Readings 
Oct. 28-The Golden CandlesticJ[ .......... : ......... hod. 87:1'1-14 
Oct. 29-Christ among the Candlesticks ................ Rev. 2:1-7 
Oct. 30-The Headstone of the Come,. :::: ............ 1 Pet. ~:1-10 
Oct. 81-'-:'Victory through Weakness ............................ 1 Cor. 1 
Nov. I-The Power of the Spirit .. , ............................. 1 Cor. Z 
Nov.2-The Earthly Temple Completed .................... Ezra 8 
Nov. 8-The Spiritual.Temple Completed ...................... Eph. '2 
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WHY 
YOU o.ught to own Q c.opy of 

THE 'DOCTRINES 'OF GRACE 
by T. ·T .. Shields 

,BECAUSE you will find in the chapter on the Sovereignty of .. God, 
assurance of God's overmling,·in spite of the seeming triumph of vain men 
of our day. . 

I 

BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on 'the Person of Christ and 
the meaning of His death, a clear 'Biblical position ou.t1~ed, enabling you to 

. fortify your soul against the radio and press of our day, which give out so 
. much wrong teaching about these matters. . 

BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on the .. work of the Holy 
Spirit and sanctification (subjects o~ which many are led astray) sane, satis
factory teaching for the heart and ""'mind; 

BECAUSE you will find great peace and consolation in the chapters on 
the eternal secUrity of the believer, where prpof after proof, as to the scriPtural
ness of this teaching, is piled up. . I 

These, plus many other things, are to be found within the cov~rs of this 
beautifully bound volume with its clear easy-to-read type. 
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