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rtiHE .hearts of all true Oana:~ will be ~leid this, 
.I. week because Of the ~nce m 0UIl' lDUdst of OlH' 

gracious sovereign, Queen .~lizaJbeth !'I, ·and 'His Royal 
Hi~ness, Prince Phi]i:p, Duke of Ecfi.nburgh. The Queen 
is at presenlf: !in reSidence in 0lH' farr Dominion. In a stately 
and dignified manner the royal couple are carrying out 
their offici'a! duties, and yet With a ch:a.Im and persona! 
friendlliness· wlhich makes the crown the symbdl not on!ly of 
majesty, such as befits a great Commonwealth Of Nations, 
but the symbol also of an affection which strongly binds 
together the members of tlhat O:nnmonwealth. . 

As we behold the ra'diant young queen, the' National 
Anthem becomes more than a ifoImal exptession Of loya;lty 
to the, mere principle of monarchy; !ilf: suddenly takes on 
new and vi1!al meaning as an earnest prayer that the Lord 
may indeed save, guide and uphold tlhe one who !in sim­
plicity and sincerity has dedicated hersel!f to the enormous 
task of ruqing lin His name over vast throngs Qf people of 
varied ~ce, dime and condition. 'rhe times !in ~ch we 
tive are momentous ones, and the Lord Himself must give 
wlisdom and understanding to those who are responsible 
for the a,ffairs of state. . 

Hislnry was made on October 141h, 1957, described as 
'~Golden Thanksgliving Day," when the Queen in person 
opened' tlhe Oanadlian 'Parliament, the fUst time a reigning 
mon'arCh !h'ad performed this func1lion. Henceforth a new 
solemnity wHI doubtless dhara:cterize the whole Parliamen­
tary procedure. As the Governor-General, the Queen's rep­
resentative, signs official documents in her name, it wW DO 
'longer be a formality. The 'august Senate, gathered in sdI­
emn 'COnclave, will ever rememJber that day when tlhe Queen 
;herself sat upon that throne, her consort by her side, ·imd 
both surrounded by the heads of government and the repre­
sentatives Of tlhe people. As Ithe Privy Council. meets lro~ 

God save 9ur gracious Qu~n, 
Long five our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen: 
Send her victorious, 
Happy an~ glorious, 
Long to reJgIl over us; 

God save the Queen. 

ltiime to ·time to 'discuss the 'a!ffaUs of state an~ to shape the 
policy of the Dation, doubtless they will call to mind thaJt 
momentous day, when 1he Queen in person presided at 
tlhe.ir sesSion and a'ddressed them as "my ministers". 

In her ~paclty WI mona.rt:h, Queen Elizabeth II read the 
speech from the 1lhrone, outlining the policy of the new 

. government, as directed by Prime Minister Diefenbaker 
'and his 'associates. The Prime Minister and alIl the elected . 
representatives of the people will realize in a'new way that 
,they, With 1!he Queen, 'are together responsible for just and 
good government, for the i3.'C1mirustration of justice, for the 
maintenance of ISlW 'and order, for the development of the 
resolH'Ces Of this rich land, for iindustriall progress, for the 
'Care Of 'the 'aged, helpless and needy, and for the welfare 
Of all the people. 

As 'for the iQanadfan. people, we shai~ cherish the gmclous 
words with wh:idh she concluded her momentous speech..:, 

'~I wiish to express !to you 'and to th~ people of Canada 
my gratitude and that df my huSband for the wannth of 
the loya!lty and affection with which we have been wel­
com~ here in Canada. 

"As I now add're$S you !here for the !flint time, I will 
call to your minds the words of the earlier Elizabeth 
when more !fhan three centuries ago, she spoke from her 
heart !to the 'Speaker and members of her last Parliament 
and said: "Though God has raised me high, yet tihis I 
'Count the glory Of my crown, that I have reigned with 
y'OUr ~oves." Now here in the New World I say to you 
!Ilh.a.t it is my Wish that in the years before me I may so 
reign lin Canada and be so remembered. 

"On this happy day when we give 'thanks to God for 
all. tlhat He has bestowed on us, 'I ask that He may bless 
and guide you." 

Thy cl10icest gif1S in store 
On her be pleased to pour; 

Long may she reign : 
May she defend our laws, 
And ever give us cause 
To sing with heart and vOO:e, 

God save the Queen. 
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SEPARATION FROM UNBELmF 
Not Union With Itl 

A book containing the 25 adc;lresses delivered at lhe 
World Conference on Chris1lran Fundamen1!als, held lin 
Phlladelphia, Pa., May 25 1:0 June 1, 1919, in its introduc­
tion has the [olaowing paragra.phs : 

"Two outstanding phenomena characterized lhe realm of 
spmtual thought 'at 'the time o'f the Worid Conference on 
OhrlstianFun'damentals, wHich met in 'Phrladelphra <luring 
the iast week Of May, 1919. 

"On 1!h:e one hand, the great Apostasy was spreadling like 
a pIlague throughout Christendom. A Ifamiine was every­
where - 'not a ifiamiine of ore'ad, nora Ithirst !for water, but 
df hearing lhe words Of Jehovah.' Thousands of false teach­
ers, many df 'them occupyiIllg p,igh ecclesiasti'Cal positions, 
were bringing in dlamnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
iliat bought them, and bringing upon themselves swift de· 
struiction. And· many were followling their. pefill.cious ways, 
by reason of wlhom the way of truth·was eviiil spoken Of. 
The Bilblle was wounded ~n the house oIf·. its friends. The 
great .cardina!l docttines of Scripture. were set ·at naught. 
']1he Virgin Birth of ou:r Lord, His sacrificial deatlh arid 
bodi~y resurrection - these 'and ~mlil'3.r truths were reje'cted 
as 'archalic and effete." . . 

In >this book also :is the report of a resolution presented 
by a Committee on Resolu'tlions. The resoiution stated in 
part: , 

"We note with interest the determined endeavour to force 
lhe various evangelica3. 'denomin'ations into a'· federation iin 
which the ''fundamentals oIf the fait!b.' .will play.l[ttle or no 
~nspi'Cuous part. We believe that the 'acromplishment ~ 
such 'a religious corporation, at the 'cost of trutlh' 'WOuld pro­
vide a flashing spectacle df apparent 'church. su'C'Cess to be 
speedi~y succeeded !by the most 'Cdlosllal failure that ·has . 
dhara!dterized Christianity sin'ce the dark days when an 
ecclesiastica1 corporatJion (tlhe Roman Oatlhonc Church) 
controlled the religious thinJ<:ing Of the World. We voice 
our deterrn:i.ned protest, 'and ~ members Of the va'l'ious 
eV'angelicail denominations hereby declare our utter un­
willingness to enter into any sudh !felderaltion movement. In 

, the event of ,itS formal oadoptlion by our respeccive denom-
. in:atiQ,TIs, it is our 'fixed determination to !fJnd !for ourselves 
a new fellowship, one in which the BiI\)le w~1ll be ·authorita­
tlive, the deity of ChJ1ist undisputed and 'the lfiaitih once for· 

. 'ail delivere'cl' tihe baSis of our confession and o'f our con­
d,uct." 

This resolution was signed· by the folloWing sta'lwart 
watchers on the wa:1l of a hallf-'Century ago. . 

W.IH. Griffith-Thomas, D.D. 
Chairman, Resolutions 

Committee 
Wm. B.,Riley, D.D. 
James M. Gray, D.O. 
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A HOLY MAN 
Abraham was a holy mM. Each important transaction 

o'f llife was en'tered on In a pious spirit, and hallowed by 
religious exercises. His tent was a moving temple. His house­
hold was 'a :pNgtim ·church. Wherever he rested, whether 
by the venerable oak Of 'M'amre, or on the onve slopes df 
flebron, or on the 'lofty !forest-crowned ridge of ,Bethel, an 
,aJItar arose; and h[s prayers went up with its smoke to 
heaven. Sucih ·daily, intimate and doving communion did 
this grand sannt ~aintain with heaven, that God calls him 
his "friend" . 'He ~'iveQ on teImS Of 'fel1owsh~p w,ith God, 
such as htd not been seen since the days of Eden. Voices 
a!ddressed him from the s'kijes; 'angels 'PaJid visits to his tent, 
and v.isions Of 'celestial glory lhaUowed his [owily couch and 
mingled with his nightly dreams. His life was one of holy 
devotiona,nd 'Consecrated !l'ighteousness.-GuTH~E. . , 

THE PREACHING ·OF THE CROSS 
No preaching is rea!lily and abidingly popu'larwhich is 

not aflame wrtlh Re'deem!ing Love - Rede~ng Love 'as 
disc'losed in the eternal counsel of the Fatlher, 'and in the 
Atoning Cross df God the' Son, and 'in the indwelbg of 
God the Holy Ghost:. The retrospect and the resolve of 
the Popul>ar Preadler is: 

Redeefi!ing Love has been my theme, 
And shall be IMI I die. 

It is. "'the satiSfa'Ctory Cross" which makes prea:ching really 
poputlar. Man's sa1vation Ilies in the ev'angeliica1 and ethlcag 
implications Of 1lhe Cl'QSS of Chcist.Wlhenever [t is. preaclled 
it commends itself to man's consCience. It may Offend his 
taste. iHe may resent its terrible import. But ultimately the 
Spirit Of Gold wlill cauSe hlm to see that it is the good news 
of God to him. So, soon or late, the preaclllng of the Cross 
becomes truly 'Popu~ar Preaching. 

-'DINSDAEL T. YOUNG 
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mqr. ~trtUnn5 of Ir. m. m. &qitl~5 
The ,Message By Which Men Are Saved 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart,' and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? , 

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized everi one of you in the name 
.of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

"For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off,' 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call."-Acts 2:37-39. ' 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
We rejoice, 0 Lord, in the privilege of coming where' Thou 

art. We have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the 
place where Thine honour dwelI.eth, and we come this mom­
ing sincerely desiring to be numbered among those who are 
enabled by Thy Spirit's grace to worship Thee in spirit and 
in truth. We come to Thee in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
for we have nothing of ourselves to offer. We can plead only 
the merits of His sacrifice. We thank-Thee that Thou dost 
make such as believe to be complete in Him; that we are 
accepted thus in the Beloved. 

Look upon this congregation in its varied needs. We do 
not know how to pray for ourselves, much less do we know 
how to pray for others. We thank Thee for Him Who maketh 
intercession, for the saints according to the will of God, for 
the spiritual help in· our infirmity, making intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered. We pray that 
Thou wilt hear the inarticulate cry of burdened hearts this 
morning. Whatever our peculiar need, though we cannot 
frame it in words, though it is deeper than our own under­
standing, we pray that the Spir,it Himself may intercede in 
our behalf, and on the ground of the infinite merit of Jesus, 
our ascended and glorified Lord, w~ pray that Thou wilt 
supply the need of everyone according to Thy riches in glory. 

We pray this morning for all the interests of Thy kingdom; 
that whenever any man or woman, boy or girl, in this or any 
other land shall witness for Thee, whether privately or pub­
licly, Thou wilt energize their'testimony, and make it effec-
tual by Thine own blessing. " 

Remember graciously those who are sick. We thank Thee 
that Thou art still able, as in the days of Thy flesh, to quicken 
even our bodies. And so we pray that every sl1ffering child 
may be made aware of Thy neamess, of Thy tender grace, 
and where it ,is Thy will, restore them speedily to health 
again. ' 

As we open Thy word this moming grant ~8 the illuminat­
ing grace of Thy Spirit, that we may understand that which 
is 'written. May this service be edifying to Thy people, and 
may it result in the, conversion of many who up till this 
hour have not put their trust in Thee. Through all the exer­
cises to-day, be pleased to glorify Thyself, since we ask it 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. ' 

WE RECOGNIZE in this place that the one buSiness 
Of tlhe Christian church is to be God's !instrument to 

bring those who 'are un:converted to a saving knowledge of 
the truth, as itt 'is in Christ. And then the further mission 
is ours to build them up in their most holy faith. , 

How, then, are people to Ibe s'aved.? That lis always our 
question. And this second ch'apter of Acts, which records, 
the esta:blishment Of a New Testament wu'rC!h, and of the 
!first evangelistic effort of 'the newly commissioned church, 
is full of tea!dh'ing 'in respect to these matters. 

Now, very simply, this morning I want to tllk to you , 
about these verses, about the message by' which the people 
were pricked in their he'art. There are 'a good many serm:­
ons 'Which do not reach the heart at all. There are many 
seqnons under which neither heart nor conscience is smit-

·ten. But these people heard the preacher, and his words 
were 'as 'arrows fastened in the hearts of the king's enemies. 
whereby the people fell under him. They 'felt as 'though 
rometlh'ing had really hit them! ''They were 'Pricked in their 
heart." 

'I. 
WHAT SORT OF 'PREACHING DOES THAT? Well, 

first of aU the 'apostles told the story of the Man to Whose 
death they had consented, Who was now risen from the 
dead. I have little doubt that iin :that first great company, 
addressed !by 'the apostle Peter, there were many who had 
!been persorurlly ronnected with the death of Chris~. ·Per­
baps some o!f the soldiers were there. ,Certainly the kindred. 
of the high priest were there, and many who had jOined. in 
t!he cry, '~Crucify Him!"; and if they 'did not 'actual~y par­
ticipate in the !trial and crucifixion of Christ, they were 
cogn~zant of it, and made no 'Protest 'against it. Apd we 
read this morning Of how t!he 'apostle Peter addressed. an-, 
other company lin Jerusalem 'and w'arged them with being 
tlhe betrayers 'and murderers of the Son of God. 

There is 'a saying to, the effect that dead men tell no 
tales. But it must surely have filled these people with terror 
wlhen' they heard that t!he Man Whom they had been i~­
Sltrumental ·in killing, was not dead, 'hut ~ive. Well. we, 
too, particip'ated !in the death of Christ. He "bare our sins 
in 'his own 'body on the tree". We are akiin to those who 
consented to His deat!h; 'and I doubt not there are ,some 

, Qere this morning who, as yet, have never ma!de real pro­
test ag'aiinst the 'death dI Christ. It has been nothing to you 
at 'a:H, eve~ those o!f you who have come to tIh-is Bible school. 
YIOU have read the story :again 'aDd again, boys and girls, 
and men 'and women, 'and 'as yet you h~ve not said in your 
heart, "I wish I ba'd been there to protest aga!inst His death,; 

,He would never have been crucified. wlith my consent." You 
have simply !followed. the crowd. 'It is nothing to you. And 
yet it was your sin and mine which nailed. Him to the cross. 

An'd now the truth is told that the Crucified still iives: 
He is, risen 'a:g'a!in. 'I am not surprised. that this great muqti~ 
tude were !filled. with consternation when they heard that, 
mesSa!ge. A missionary long ago, preadllng to a savage tribe 
in Afl1ica, lin the presence of the chief of the tribe, preached 
the story of the resurrection, that Jesus was risen from the 
dead, and that all men would rise from the dead, either to 
the resurrection o'f me, or to condemnatlon. ,In the midst 
of the story'this savage chief stopped him, and said; "Mis­
sionary, you do not tell me that all the dead wi:H live 
again?" '''Yes,'' said the missionary, "every one who has died 
win some day be'l'aised !from the dead." "But," said the 
,chief, "that cannot be." '''It will be," said the missionary. 
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The 'Chief replied, "It must not be." 'But the misslon~ re­
plied, '''It must be." "Then," said the chief, "It shall not 
be," 'and lifting rus great 'arm !he salid. "'This 'aml has slain 
its hundreds, and qo you tdl me rthat the men I !have~ki1led 
will rise again?" "Yes," replied ·the mission'ary. "and you' 
wiU have tx> f~e them too." . --

What a terrible thing that was, when those people, who 
had participated .in the death df the P!"Op!het df Nazareth, 
learned that He was no longer a he'lpless Victim, nailed to 
'a cross, but that He h~ad rolled iback the doors, had burst 
the bands of death, and was ·alive againl And 'that' js the 
truth Lpreach to you. You are not deailing witth a dead 
Christ, but with 'a [ijving One, not with' my message, but 
with my Master's. . . 

And then the further truth was told that thzs Jesus was 
now exalted to a position of power: He was no longer upon 
earth. but, He was enthroned in heaven. What a terrible 
message ·that was, that the Man Whose blood they had shed, . 
was now in a pasitio!! where He cou~d exercise 'a!ll authority 
m heaven and on earth! If somebody you have wronged. 
when 'he or she was Ina position where they could not help 
themselves, were suddenly exalted to a position where they 
could take vengeance upon you, how full of fear you would 
bel And tha.t is exactly the message Peter preached, that 
Jesus Was eX'aJ.ted to God's right hand. . 
. Then, further, they were told that the One they had 
crucified, was none other than the Messiah, 'lhe Son of God 

"Himself. They thought He was just 'an unimport!ant man, 
a mere. Nazarene, a man from Nazareth, a delluded man, 

. who fancied that he was divinely commissioned. and who 
was ge.tting in the way of the conventional religion Of 1lhe 

, tlime. But now they Ilearn that that Man, Whose blood ,they 
had .spilt, was none o1lher than the Son Of God. I do not 
wonder that they were fmed wli.th atlann when they heard 
that . story. And I think if they had heard nothing more 
than that. they would have been ffiled wlith 'despair; they 
wouM have said, "'There is nothing fur us, but a !fearful 
looking for of judgment, and of fiery Iindigtratiion." But to 
their 'amazement they heard this 'COmpany Of people declar­
ing, !in ·their own tongue, the wonderful works Of God. And 
I suppose they tx>1d Of !His mercy, of'HIjs mi~es of mercy, 
that this was the Jesus Who had opened the" eyes ~ the 
Mind, 'and raised. the dead, and cleansed the ~eper. They 
must have spoken Of His goodness, and HIis mercy, until 
it dawned upon them that 1!heOru'Ci'fqed had ascended to 
the throne. not to take vengeance, but to show mercy, ~'for," 
!mid Peter, '''he hath shed forth this which ye now see and 
hear'. "Now wlhen they heard 'this, they were pricked in 
their heart." . 

n. 
lOan we hear tlhat Simple stx>ry again to-day without being 

moved in heart and conscience? What is 'your attitude tx>-
· ward that tremendous fact, that Jesus died and rose again, 
and ascended ~nto heaven, and that He has sent forth His 
Holy Spirit? We'li, THES'E 'PEOPLE CRtlJID OUT; the 
concern of their hearts :found expression through 'their tips, 
and they said, "What Shall we do?" I !think their cry indi­
cated that· they .!had already clJianged their attlitudes toward 
the whole matter, otherwise, they would have said nothing. 

· They said, '"Is there anything we can do tx> adjust ourse1veiI 
tp this reve;latlion of truth. of 'W'h!ich we were ~orant? If 

· we have cruci!fi.ed the 'Son of God, is there any way Of 
, making it right? l!f we have treated 'as an enemy que Who 

Was our friend, what shall we do?" 
I wonder. my friends, 'among the boys and giris here this 

· morn!ing, 'are 'any of you troub1ed in YOUI' hearts because 

you !are ndt right with God? We1'l, ~f you 'are realiy trou'I:JIe'd, 
you wiH not mind telling somebodyaibout 'it. You know how 
easily you groan i!f you ~ve the tootihache, don't you? You 
know when we have some burden upon our minds, almost 
invariably it is re'f.lected 5.n "our countenances, and by and 
bY.in the presence Of friends at last ~e ~pression escapes 
OUT ~ips. And when the Holy. SpiIiit does reIa~y break the 
hearts df men, Ji.nvarialJly they cry O'ut.1X> somebody, "W!hat 
shall we do?" 'I t!hink their cry indicated that they believed 
already what the apostle said. 

You walk down the 'Street, and sometlime you may see ill 
man on the street corner speaking. You Hsten !for a little 
wihile, 'and you 'are not impressed by what he says; you are 
not concerned aIbout it at an; you do not bother ;tx> remark. 
on it. If. however, he were announcing something that con­
~erned every citizen df Toronto 'and you believed wlhat he 
said,. you wouM very probably say, ·'Wel~. I must know more 
'3lbout thls; if that concerns my 'house I had better be in­
fOImed on this subject." You wouqd 'not pass 00. 

The very falCt that these men said, '~Men and bret!hren, 
what shall we·do?" indicated that they had already yielded 
ci mental assent to the truth whlc:h they had heard. The 
Spirit Of God h'ald carried conviction to their he'arts that 
these . things were true, and so 'they said, "Men and breth-
ren, wlh!at s4al1 we do?" 
. Do you believe the B~ble? How many Of you dhildren here 

this morniing, boys 'and gids r~3il1y believe :that the' Bible· 
is the word Of God? You have· a Bible in your hand. If yoU 
lbe1ieve that this is God's word, holld up your Bibles a min­
ute. Yes; hundTeids Of you believe it. 'And the same is true 
Of you on the g'roun'cl floor. You believe this Bilb1e is the 
word. qf God. . WeU, then, if that lis so. and this Bible has 
a me'SSage partlicullarly to you. dealing witlh your sin; what 
are you gOing to do about it? . 

Further, their cry was an indication of their earnestness. 
I have known 'SOIDe people who were very shy. They were 
~t a!fm.i.d to hear the sound of thaI' own Wice. If you 
were to ask them to say anything in a meeting they would 
almost !faIint;'in 1fact,'I thlink some people wou[d lfaint if 
they had tx> speak out loud - 'a!fraid Of the sound of their 
Own voiice. And yet if these same .peo¢e, let us say some 
young man or sqrne young woman; 1!imid, un'a!CIOlistomed to· 
saying Janytlhlng in public at 'a!ll, were 1n dIiscover the house 
on fire, 'and were 'awakened out of Sleep to !find the place 
f.il1ed with smdke, Ihe or she ·would n'ot exa:ctIy dress him­
sel!f or herself as they wouM ordinarily do fur company. You 
young women, Ii1f you were suddently wakened out df sleep 
by tfire, W'oWld you bother with that compact. anJd all the 
rest Of it, an~ qook into the gl'3SS, oo.d be very pani~lar tx> 
make 'yourself presentaible? .Not at 3101. .Utterly!forgetful df 
}'OUT appearance, or ariyth!ing else. you would rush out into 
the street, .and cry, "Fire! F1ire!" When the Spirit of God 
works conviction in the heaJrlS of men and women. boys and 
glI11s, so. that they know that they are sinners and need 
salvation, it will help them to overoome their tlimidity, so 
thtt ~ey can 'actually ~y to sOmoone, ~~I want to be saved!" 

iJ:U. 
"Men 'aDd brethren, what shal'l we do?" That is what 

they said, ~d .they said it !because they were downright in 
earnest 'about it. And here ~ THE ~POsrrLE'S ANSWER. 
FirSt Of all he said. "Repent." Now, it 1lI one thing tx> admit 
you. were mistakeI.1: ~t is another to turn right about face. 
I asked a boy the other day wlhere a certain street was. I 
had passed lit; it was two or three blocks behind me. But 
1 could not very weB 'turn my ca.ir 1lh.ere. I thanked him and . t 
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drove on. And he lodked at me 'as though to· say, "Well you. Him as a power in your !me. He will come and stand by you. 
'are a pecuiliar m'an; you want to .know the way to ia. cer- He will hold you up in aj,l the temptations and trials of life." 
talin street, and when I tell you it 1$ behind you, you just "For the promise IS" [or the preacher, and for Christian 
go tight on." iHe watched me, and I t'ame to another street workers, to empower :them ~ special service! Is that what 
where there was room to tum and swing around, and then it says? Not at an: "For the promise is unto you, and to 
!his Ii1a!ce "Cleared up, and he said, no nbubt, to himsel!f, "He your c!h'ildren,and to all that are alfar off, even as many 
is repenting 'all right. He.is 'tum.mg back, and going in lhe as the Lord our God shal'l caj~." 'Every soul caNed by the 
right direction." Holy Ghost to repentance 'and !faith is promised the gift 

It is one thing to be inifonmed that you are on 'the wrong of the 'Spirit if He wi,l~ but·obey Christ. Later, the'apostle 
road, 'and to admit it: lit is"another thing to turn rlghfabout said, "We 'are hiS witnesses of these thlings; and seds alsO 
!face, and go ;in the right road. The very fact that those 'Ilhe. Holy GhOst, whom God hath given to them tlhat obey 
people asked the question was proof that they had yield~ him.'~ . 
a mental 'aSSent to what the apostle said, "Now," said Peter, . Do you believe? Have you repen'ted; or 'db you now 
"if you reaJl.ly mean it, repent, !be sorry fur your Sin, turn repent? H so, Will you dbey, and obeying, receive the power. 
albout f3lCe, and instead 'Of cruclfying ICluiist, crown Him; df God in your life? 
instea~ of. ta1ci.ng lhIim ~? the iCI'OS'S, bow at IDs feet, and Let us pray: . 
worship HIm. R~ent.. . 0 Lord.;w:e beseech Thee to give'to us every one a touch 

'And then !he S3Jld 'another thing, Oh, I know we ought of Thy SPlnt. Make us to know that God the Holy Ghost is 
not to say thls 'aJIXiOrding to some people, but there it iis in here.. Grant, we: beseech ~ee, that ~any' may be led thillJ 
the Book 'and we have 'a way df !laying what is [n the !Book. !"omlDg to confession o.f faIth, and to obedience. We ask It 
Th·· hat P t ·d "Repe ,.1 b b pt· d ID the name of Jesus Christ'our Lord, Amen. 

IS lS weer 'Sal! : nt, ian" e a aze every 
one df you in the n'ame of Jesus Christ for 'the remission October 29, 1933 . 

. df sins." He did not say, "Go home and ask YOUT father 
and mother." He did not say, "Go and ask your religious 
teadher" And if you would Ii'ke to 'be ~ptized, of course, we 
should be glad to 'assist you." 'He diid not say thiat 'at aU: he 
~inked baptism with repentance, 'and said it was just as 
necessary that everyone should 'be. baptized 'as that 'every­
one shOuld repent: ·'Every one df you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission o'f 'Sins." What does that me:a.n? 

". Does it mean that ba.ptism washes away our sins? Not titer-
311y. You remember Pau'l was told to 'arise 'and be baptized 
and wa!h away bis sins: not that baptism washes a.way 
sins; not a't 'a!lt What is baptism? It is a symbolica:l repre­
senta1li.on {Jf the de:a.1lh 'and burnal and resurrection of Christ. 
And !if I !bellieve that my sins were laid upon C!J,rist, and 
that"when 'He died !He atoned for them; that He went into 
the grave, oaS One 'Who !Ira:ddied for sins, and then He arose 
from the grave, !because the sentence had been executed, 
and the perui~ty paiid - ~f I believe that,. then I 'am to !be 
ba.ptized as He 'W'aS buried; Iburif!!d with IChrist ''by baptism 
into death: ·that liike as Ohrist was 'ra~sed up from the dea:d 
by 'the glory df the Father, even so we 'a~sb shoul~ walk in 
newness of fife." 

And then by bel!kving on Christ, and by proving our rove 
to Him by OUT o'bedience, doing 'as He tells us, when we do 
that, our sins are remitted. I do n(;t !believe that a man does 
reaiiy bellieve in Christ if his ifalith 'does ndt ~ssue in obedi­
en'Ce. It is Of no use to say, "'I believe in Christ," if you do 
not obey Him. Obed:ien'Ce 'is 1lhe other side df 'faith, the 
Jl!ltural 'fruit {Jf 'faith; land if we rea)ly believe, 'tIhen we 
ought to obey. Peter said, "Repent, an'd be baptlized every 
one df you hi the name Of Jesus Christ: for lhe ·remission 'df 
sins, 'and ye shall receive the gift m the Holy Ghost." 

I believe that the fruits df much evangelism 'are !ost be­
cause the whole cOunsel df Gbcl is not deda:red. Jesus Christ 
died, and ~s ascended Iin·to the glory; He lis not here. in bodil.y 
pr~nce to wall'k with us, bu't He saJid: '"It 1S ~edient!for 
you that I go away: !for if I go not away, the Comforter 
'WIll not come unto you; but i!f I Id~, I Will send him 
unto you." That word translated ·"Comforter" means One 
Wh'O stands by. '~I will send .Sdmeone Who will take my 
'place, and Who wil}} stanld by you 31ft the time." . 

-A~d nOW 'Peter says, "He has' rome; He has shed forth 
this. The Holy Spirit has 'COIIle, and !if you waH repent and 
obey 'Christ, the Holy Spirit will be yours. You w!ill receive 

"IS NOT ,MY WORD LI~E AS A FIRE?" 
Some years ago a man visited 'a little town [n Mexico and 

spent just 'one day there. During that day he told his host -
oJf a Book he was carrying. When he ~eft the· home, the 
visitor left the famii!Iy a copy of the Bih1e !he had been 
e~p'l:ain:ing to them. The"lfather of 'the ifami.lly began to read 
it and as he read, he !believed. When he rea:d that a man 
shouM not become drunk, he Ibelieved it" and liquor went 
out Of hlis home. He saw a man ouglht to iove his wife; an~ 
his treatment df his wife changed. He began to read the 
book to !her, 'and she, too, believed. 

Soon some 01£ 'the neighbours began to ask him 'why he 
would not go out to their drunken parties any mOJ;e,' and 
he told them he had ·a Book that told him m a different 
way to ~;ive, ·and he invited them to come ito .listen ashe 
read lit. Soon ,they began to have regular meet.ings 'and he 
would sit down and read from the Bible, and the groUp 
wouild llisten and study Go4~$ Word. . . :. , 

The man's two groWn-up sons were believers [n tlhe BOOlt 
and they began to study ;it during the week.. When the 
neighbours gathered together the two men wOuM ~X¢~ 
what they had studied. ..' 
. After this time of preparation 'a misSionary 'visited the 
pIoace. He found the people very interested, and instructed 
them further in the Word, but after a few weeks he ha:d 
to leave them. Some wIhIiie- ~ater, 'having heard that there 
was an evangelical family !in the town, 'another missionary' 
and 'a group of Christian students went to stay there for a 
month, hoping to encourage these lonely witness~s. and 
hellp them preach 1he Gospel to their neighbours. 

To 'their aIDlUement they found that 'a sm'a!ll chuTch had 
been iformed; and that Itlhe IChristians had erected a Chu~h 
buiMing for themselves, the two sons being the pastors. 

it was 'a deIiglht to the missionary to see what vltctories 
had 'been won because one man believed the Book that had 
been given him. 

-Scripture Gift Mission 

Oh, tthat men. were half as careful lin Odd's service to 
serve 'Him 'as wisely as His enemies are to attaclt H~ king­
dom craiftilY. !Sinners have their w,its about them, and yet 
smnts are duU. 
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GRACE vs. lAW - A Televised Address 

. Why the First Day - N'ot the Seventh? 
By G. Beallchamp Vick 

THE seve~th day as 'a Sa'Jjbath, or day of rest, begins in 
the second chapter of Genesis a!fter God had created 

, the universe. The Bible tells us that the Lord God rested 
'from aU the work which He p,ad created and made, 'and 
He sanctified, or set apart, the seventh day because on it 
He had finished 1he work o'f the 'lint creation. 

Now then for another 2,500' \ years thereafter, not one' 
word is said in the Word of God concermng the S'abbath. 
The S'abba1h then is spoken of again in the 16th chapter 
of the Book of Exodus. Then it was incorporated in the 
Law, and God there, vested the Sabbath as' a sign between 
God and Israel. 'It was to be a perpetual reminder to Israel 
of their separation to Him. 

I want to emphasize that it is: 

A Sign to Israel 
'In the 31st' cl1apter of Exodus, verses 12 and 13, 16 and 

17: "And the Lord spa:ke unto Moses saying" Speak thou 
also unto the CHILDREN OF 'ISRAEL, saying. verily my 
SaJbbath ye !ihall keep; 'for it is a ~ign between me and you 
throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am 
the 'Lord that doth sanctify you.", Now down in verses 16 
and 17 - '·Wherefore the OHIUDREN OF ISRAEL shall 

, keep the Sa:bbath,' to dbserve the Sabbath throUghout their 
generations, for a perpetuaq covenant. It ~s 'a sign between 
Me and the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL forever; for iIi six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh 
day He rested; and was refreshed." , 

It was 'a day of comp:lete rest for man and beast. It was 
a humane provision for the needs of men. Don't you re­
member the Lord Jesus'said that ''The Sabbath was made 
for man and not man for the ,Sa:bbath"? (Mark 2:27). 

Now the New Testament first day of the week perpetu­
ates the principle that one'seventh of our time belongs to 
God. ' 

In all other respects the seventh-day Sabbath is in abso­
lute contrast with the first day Of the we~k. The seventh­
day Sa:bba1h COInIJlemorates the finished work of the first 
creation. The first day,' Sun~ay, commemorates the fin­
,ished work of redemption because on Sunday, the first day 
o'f the week, the Lord Jesus Christ came forth from the 
grave. 

The ~eventh day was set apart for man's rest. The first 
day <is set apart for m'an's service to God. 'It is not a Chris­
tian Sa!Hba:th; [t is nqt a New Testament Sabbath; it is an 
entirely new and different tbing. The seventh day was a 
day, olf Law; the first day is a day of Grac~. If you are 
iooking for salvation by keep'ing the La.w then it is no 
Wonder that' you dbserve the seven'l!h day; Ibut if you are 
depending upon the grace 0'£ God - His undeserved 'favor 
- then you need to observe the first day of the week, 
whldh 'commemorate~ the ,finished work of redemption" 
namely'the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. ' 

Now, my friends, after Jesus Christ tame forth upon the 
first d:ayof the week in triumph over the powers of dark­
ness and of hell and of the grave, thereafter the Sabbath 
is mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles only in connection 
with'the Jews except in one case where some Gentiles also 

heard Paul 'as he went to the synagogue of the Jews to preach 
to them on, the Jew's 'Sabbath. Now in ,the rest of the New 
T,estament, the Salbbath is mentioned after 'the Acts of the 
Apostles onqyrtwic~: Co:lossians-2:16-17, and Hebrews 4:4. 
If you w'ill tum with me ,to Colossians 2:16 and 17 -
"LET NO MAN rJ'HEREFORE, JUDGE YOU IN 
MEAT, OR IN RBSiPECT OF A HOLY DAY, OR OF 
THE ,NEW 'MOON, OR O;F THE SABBATH DAYS 
WHIOH 'ARE A SHADOW OF THINGS TO COME 
(just a picture of things to 'come, a type) BUT THE BODY 
IS OF CHRIST." Therefore my friends, we see in these 
passages, in Colossians the second chapter and also in 
Hebrews 4, that the seventh-day Sabbath is explained to 
be - to the Christian, to the believer in Christ - not a 
day to be, dbserved but a ,type or a picture or a shadow 
of .. the present rest' into which the believer enters when he 
"ceases from his own works" 'and trusts ,!implicitly in nothing 
but the 'finished 'atoning work df the Lord Jesus Christ. , ' 

Now, what does the Sabbath me'im to me 'as a' believer 
in Christ? Not a day to be observed, n,ot a day in which I 
S'hould cease fI:Om 'all activities. Why, if you 'are going to 
observe 'the Old Testament Sabbath, then you will not even 
trave1. more than seven-eighths of 'a mile' on the Sabbath 
day. If you are depending for your S'~va:tiori upon keeping 
the Law or upon your observance of the Sabbath, then why 
don't' you stay in your own home, or dose by, all of the 
Sa:Hb'ath,day 'according to Exodus 16: 28: ''See, for that t4e 
Lord hath given you the :Saibbath, therefore He giveth you 
on ~e sixth day the bread olf two days; a:bide ye every man 
in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh 
day." I'f you hope to gain 'favor or merit with God by your 
i'awobservance, then listen to what God says in Galatians 
5: 4 "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of 
you -are justified by the 'law: ye are lfaUen from grace." 

Now, my friends, may I say parenthetically that ,the ex­
pression "Fallen from Grace'! is not, as usU'alIy supposed, 
a loss, Of saivation through,lbreaking rtlhe law; to the con­
trary, the Holy Spirit through Paul here warns the Gala­
tians from trying to keep the Law as a basis for their hope 
df SalIvation. ' ' 

Law or Grace, 
Romans 7:6: "But now we are del,ivered from ,the law, 

that being dead wherein we were held: that we should serve 
in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness Of the letter." 

Romans 8: 2 and 3: "For the iaw of the Spirit of life 
in Ohrist Jesus hath made me :free from the iaw of sin and 
death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the 'fIe~, Goel sending his own Son in the like­
ness of sinful 'flesh, 'and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh." 

Algain, to you who are depend~ng upon your Sabbath 
observance or 'keeping' the Law, God, says in Galatia.ns 
3: 10-13, "Far as many ,'<1$ are of ,the works of the law are 
under the curse: for lit is written, cuned is every one th'at 
continueth not in an things whi'dh ~ written in the book 
of the law to do 1Jl:tem. But that no man is justified by. the 
law in the sight df God. 'It is evident: for, the just'shaU live' 
by !faith. And the Jaw is not olf 'faith: but, the man that 
,doeth, them shaiq live in them, Ghrist hath redeemed us 
'from the, cur!!e Of the law, b~ing made a c:qrse !for us: (or 
it is written~ 'CUrsed is every one that hangeth on a tree." 
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Ga:latians 3: 19: "'Wherefore then serveth the law? It 
was added because of transgressions till the seed (Christ) 
shou'ld come to whom the promise was made." 

Galatians 3 :'24 and 25: "Wherefore the law was our 
sdhoolmaste~ to Ibr.ing us unto Christ" that we might be 
justified by if'aith. But 'after that 'faith is come, we are no 
longer under a schoolmaster." 

Galatians 4: 4 and 5: "IBu t when the fulness Of the time 
~as come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the Ilaw, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that.we might receive the ad()ption Of sons." . 

. There, my friends, we see tn.'at the Law demands right­
eousness. It did not give .me. It 'cursed the sinner but could 
not save !him. It effectua!l'ly closed the mouths Of boasters 
by convictling them df sin and transgression, showing them 
to be guilty before God. Thus the Law Was designed to 
teach man his 'a:bsolute p.eed of Christ, thereifore, the sacri­
fices under the Law constantly pointed [orwaid to Him that 
was to come: having come He voluntarily dffered Himself 
as'our sin.;bearer upon the Cross that we might be justified 
by faith in Him. Now, the believer qS no more under Law 
but under Gra:ce. 

The Law demands righteousness Of man - Gra:ce pro­
vides righteousness for man: 

The Law tells us what man must do for God - Grace 
tells what Christ haS done for man. 

The Law revealls sin - Grace covers. it. 
The Law condemns the sinner - Grace forgives him .. 
The Law blesses the good - Grace saves the bad. 
The Law demands that blesSings be earned - Grace is 

a free gift. 
The L'aw manifests what is in man, sin - Grace mani-

fests what ii'S in God, love. . 
The Law revea'ls. God's justice - Grace revea1s His 

mercy. 
The Law brings deat!h to the guihy - Grace gives lIfe to 

the dead. 
The Lord Jesus was in the tomlb on the seventh day, the 

SaiJ:Jbath. He arose from t!he dead on th.e first day o'f the 
week. He appeared to Hi'S disciples twice thereafter on t;he 
first day df the week. The Holy Sp'irit came upon the 
disciples on the !first day df vhe week. The disciples came 
together to remember d:te Lord with the breaking Of bread 
on the first day df the week (Acts 20:7). Thus 1lhe Lord's 
Day is the Christian;s Day (Rev. 1: 10). 

What Does the Sabbath Mean? 
What does the S'a1bbath mean to me? The Sabbath means 

rest. Therefore Ohrist is my rest. In other words, when I 
trust in Ohrist then I "cease from my own labors". I rest 

. in Christ, having renounced 'aU dependence upon my own 
works, upon my own lalbors, upon my own merit, upon 
anything wlhidl I can do !for myse'lf. I rest solely in the 
finished 'and 'Complete 'and perfect work Of atonement 
which Was wrought. in my behal( on the Cross Of Ca,lvary 
by the Lord' J e'Sus Christ. I rest in. Him .. Christ is my 
Saibbatlh. ChriSlt is my rest. Thereifore, 

"""="'!.iJI
: 

.-.:.~:: .'--

"Not'the labors Of , my hands , 
Can fu'lf.iH Thy Law's demands. 
Could my tears forever flow, 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
These for sin couid I).ot atone, 
Thou must save and Thou alone." 

-lJaptist Bible Tr.ibune 

1lo.mJl. in J:llR. rrbwlJ. ••. 
POR.TUGUESE EAST AFRICA­

Protestant Services Suppressed 
The Christian Recorder published the ifo~lowing qetter 

in its issue of May 10th, 1957:-
Sir,-Your report on some utterances df the Rom'all 

Oathol!ic B~op of ,Berlin made very mteresting reading. 
Apparently the Roman Church can brt)aden hs outlook 
when ina predomlinantly IProtestant country. One wishes, 
however, that' Dr. Dopfner's IdfW 'Sentiments toward the' 
Protestants were shared !by 'tlhe Rom'an' Oatholic clergy in 
predominantly Roman coun'tries. 

For instance, at the beginning Of this year, 1lhe R.oman 
Oatholic pr.iest df Magude ('a d~strict in Mozambique) en­
tered 'severa'! Protestant Native mission churches while serv­
aces were being held. He interrupted the preadhers, threla.t~ 
ening them with a cllaTge Of disturbing the peace 'and inti­
mat.ing 1h'~t worshippers would be ~n!nicted . with corpora!! 
punishment if 'they' continued to !hold their serv5.ces. Police 
protectlion hiad to be sought 'and in this case was Qbtaiined. 
, However, the Pol'Otestant peop'le in the ZaV'ala district 
(:another region of Portuguese East AifIiica) were not so 
.fortunate. There, only four weeks ago, the priest prevailed 
upon the cllielf of police to have al<l 'Protestant meetings 
proh!it)tted. On'ly the private family devotion'S of not ttlore 
than If.ive persons are tolerated. AIIII reliig.ious gatherings 
ot'her than Roman Calthdllic !Church services are disallowed 
'and "disolbedi~n'1:" members Of the community wiH be de­
ported to the island of Mozambique (a penahettlement). 
The Native chiefs and indunas are responsible !for the en­
forcement Of this decree 'and "if they fail lin their duty," 
i1Jhey shaalbe dejXJSOO 'and 'imprli'Soned. Most encoul"aging, is 
it not? 
, 'I t would be appredia'ted if these lfiacts could be brought 
to the notice Of our 'South Alfrican public, 'and since you 
have been so courteous a:s to puMish the good words df 
Bi'Shop Pop!ner ~n your Protestant 'Paper, we could now 
ask the Southern Gross if they wouijd pubHsh my report. . 

-Trying to be Impartial 
* * * 

SWEDEN - Romanist Infiltration 
Sweden is the most Protestant' country in ,the world in 

teImS Of numerical statistics. Roman Catholics are 'a tiny 
minoIiity. This no douibt atcounts for Sweden's politica!l and 
sociai stablility. But 'as in 1lhe United Kingdom, 'SO now in 
Sweden, Rome 'is· attempting to improve her. fortunes by 
:immigranon. In a report by Gosta Berglund, spedial cor­
respondent for th~ Protestanlt mag321ine These Times, we 
note the fuillowing: - . 

"At present," he writes, "there are between 6,000 and 
7,000 Swedish Oatholks in the coiIntry, but th~ mem!ber­
ship of 'the Swedish Catholic Churdh is 'aibout 20,000. This 
sounds strange but is eas~ly explained. Between 12,000 'and 
15,000 re'fugees or 'imported workers from Oatholk coun­
tries have come to, 'Sweden during t!he past 10 years. This 
inva!!ion of Iforeign workerS &s stiU going on, and 'as 'a result 
the Catholic parishes 'are con<t!inu'a!lqy growing. In some lJ.arge 
in4ustrial 'centres this invasion is qulite noticeable ... 
, "In quite a few p'laces 1lhere 'are so many Iforeign Oatho­
lics that ~t has been necessary tp import priests and pastors 
from their resped1live lands . . . The Swedish diocese has 
55 priests in addition to the hishop and his auxiliary bishop. 
Only six Of ihese priests are 'Swedes; the rest df them have 
come from 14 different nations. 'Half are secular prie.'1ts. 
wihereas the other ha!l'f belong to some order ... " 
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And the Best Is Yet to Be! 
By Rev. Gerald B. G:riffiths, B.A., B.D •. 

(.4 Stmdt.&y ~ing Sermon preached in Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh) 

Text: ROm!ans 5:1-l'L 

"BUT God rommende1h !His ~ove toward us, lin tha.t, 
While we were yet Sinners; ChrlSt ~ied for us." These 

are precious Wolds !for the ~eemed. We have read them 
again 'ana ~gain: 'We have heard ifhem repeated 1X> our com­
fort at the Lord's Table: we have listened to selmons upon 
them: we have uSed 'lJhem ourselves, perhraps ~n the open 
ad'!", perhaps in our 'PrnvaJte IOOnversations -With tihose upon 
whom we wou~d urge God's offer df !free salV'ation. There 
must be few words in S'cri'Pture more dherished than th~e. 

But pel'IIrlt me to put the questiion: Have you IOOnsidered 
the words in their Scriptural setting? A jewel is a jewel 
anywh~re, but it iii; 'always seen at its most resplendent when 
set in lits proper mount. We will gaze then on thlis predous 
gem dE evangelkal truth in iits !first apostolic mount, in this 
passage from Romans. 

Chlet ac!CU'm.tely entitles this wbdle 'Passage (5: 1-11) as 
"The certaint'Y of final salvation for believers." That is the 
Apostle's theme in these verses. 

U'P til1 this pdint Paul has procl~ed the doom Of man 
and hlis deliveran'Ce by faith in 1:!he Cross Of Ohrist, "who 
was delivered for our dffences, and was I'ai!ed ta:gain for our 
justllfication." 'lIm 'Closing words in the 4th cha'Pter are -in 
line with our hymn 

nere is 'Plentiful redemption 
In the blood that bas been Shed; 

There is joy for 811 the members 
In the sorrows of the !head. 

-Paul nOW proCeeds in our present cha11ter to illustrate some 
df the :fruits Of this "plentlilfu'l re'clemption". ''Therefore be­
ing justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: by whom 'also we have aCICe'SS by faith 
in1X> 'this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in Ihope of the 
glory Of God." Thlis' is our status: 'We have peace wiifh God 
through the Cross Of Ohrist; we hav~ at'Cess in1X> His grace, 
H!is free pardon, His bountiful kindrie'Sll. And the best i~ 
'Yet to be! The redeemeld not on~y enjoy '8. present df great 
peaCe and plenty - they h'8.ve the triumPhant hope Of glory 
in the future. We aW'!liit the day of our -final redemption 
when God shall uSher us in1X> His own eternal glory. _ 

But this rejoking "in IhOpe Of the ,glory Of Go'd" - is it 
1X> be -truSted? May it not be wishifu~ thinking on our part? 
How can any man be sure '01£ heaven 'and etern,al salvation? 
What right has 'Paul to say that there is "no more con­
demnation to them who are ~n Ohrl'St Jesus"? Oan the Cross 
give man's guiiity conscience ~astingpea'Ce? Is this hope Of 
the glory of God -1X> be rel'ied upon, or is it only a fond 
delusion th'8.'t w5.U mock the Christian pilgrim at the laSt 
as a mirage mocks a thirsty traveller in the burning desert? 
Iii it noll: a_bit presumptuous Of uil1X> Sing 

I am a stranger here, 
aeaven is my home. 

How can I tpOssi1:Jly be sure that heaven is m'Y home? ' 
This is the question 'Paul answers in ,th&s' p~age. He 

sh~ ~at the Chii'Stian's hope dE the glory of God rests 
on a sure foundation: 

I.-'Our Present Victories 
Pau1 calls attention lin the next verse (5: 3) to our present 

eJi!perience as aiflfording 'CO¢idence in our eternal glory. 
"And not oniy ~ bu't 'We glory in trI'ibulations also." Christ 
dwelling in us m'ahs us triumph over every il[ and· evil that 
bdfhlls us. Not, Of course, that tribu~a1ion is '8. pleasant ex­
perience. 'It is !far !from pleas'ant to be rdbbed Of one's health 
or wealth or !friends. But unPleasant as !it may be, the 
Christian finds that because Christ sustains him in these 
hard experiences they are :not without 'their compen'S'a1lions. 

,Such anguish and Iloss 'have a salutary effect upon his 
character; they produce the quality of pa!l1ience, of endur­
ance: the !frost and snow make !}is soill strong and hardy; 
1Jhey foster his sellf .. :discipline, they make him a conquering 
spirit. -Paul gues on: "KnoWing that tribu~ation worketh 
patience and patience e~rience." "'E~rience" here_­
means tested experience; our modem transia!1X>rs have ren­
dered it 'as "tested strength", "cha.mcter", "mature charac­
ter"., There [s something relfreshlng about the zeal of a 
young conveIit, but there is something even more beautiful 
~'t the tested experience Of a mel~ow saint, Of a veteran 
who haS fought all Ih:is batt!les 'and weathered all his smrms 
arid 'COme to the sunset with ;a serene· unshakable faith in 
lis Rede~er. "Your tfum'atCe experience iis but an oppor­
tunity to demonstrate that pure gold will n(JI: burn." This is 
what the -tried disciple has 'alrea:dy discovered in the fires 
of adversity: :there is'nothing combustible in his faith! A -
tested !faith l~ke this !is worth more than all the rice an 
China. And 'tlhis tested faith, ~ul 'COntinues. produces -the 
halbit of hope - "hope which maketh not ashamed", hope 
wh'idh,1X>_ quote I?r. Moffat, wil~ "never disappoint us". 

You see his argument, then. A Oh'l"ist'ian's present pro­
vides an argument for his future. It lis unthinkable that­
ClW~ shouM Walk with us 'aH the day long of 1Jhiig- troublous 
life, granting us sufficient gra'Ce for every anndy'an'Ce and 
angumh, en'aJbtling us to triumph over 'trials and troubles, 1X> 
grow through endurance 1X> 'Spiritual maturity - and then 
forsake uS at nightfall. God rould never deceive and mock 
us q:jke that! No, ' 

His love lin times past foIibids me 1X> think 
lHe'llllleave me at last in trouble 1X> sink. 

To- express Paul's -confidence in the familiar language Of 
t1he twenty-third PsaJlm: ~If Christ's' "goodness ana mercy 
have ifoUowed me 'al'l the days Of my life," then I may be 
sure t1hat '~I s~Il 'd'Wel~ an 1fhe 'house Of the Lord for ever~" 

This, then, is ~ur first 'assurance -01£ rrfe 'eternal, thls is our 
first solid ground !for rejoicing lin hope of the glory Of God: 
Chriilt in us here is the pledge df gilory hereafter. _ 

'Paul nOw produces a lfurtlher ~n for the be1iever's con-_ 
fidente in eternai sa~v'a1lion. Tu~ with me, please, 1X> verse 
5: ~'And 'hope maketh not 'ashameQ because the love Of God -
is shed abroad [n our hearts by the Holy Spiriit wlhich is 
given unto us." We know th'at we can regf; our faith 'in 
Christ Ifor tJime and eternity because o'f the nature of the 
love Of God. 

[' 
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11.-The Love of GOd Proved in-the Cross 
"But Godcommendeth his love ,toward us, in that, while 

-we were yet sinners,Christ- died ·fQr us." The word "com­
mendet!h" means to put 'two things together in Qrder to 
prove something to be t'rue. So that it is correct to render 
the words 'as, "But Gold proves His love to us by the Ifact 
'tIIrat while we were yet sinners Christ died ror us." It is 
important to notice that.this is the only place where the 
Apostle !Claims that the lQve of God is proved. There are 
certainly hints of God's lQve elsewhere, but the hints never 
add up to positive proof. 

The cross nOl: only procliims the qove of Christ; it establishes 
fiinally and:beyond.'aJil doubt ·the love df God ~r the worl~. 
John 3: 16 is our te~ here. : "For God so loved the world 
that He ·gave His only !begotten Son that wihO'SlOever be­
lieveth in Rim shouM not perish but. have everlastling me." 

(ii) Again it lis dear that in the Cross Gold gave His best 
for our redemption. He didn't put 'a new 9tar in the !finna­
ment to guide QU!" stumblling feet; He didn't drop a scroll 
from heaven to te"adh us the way Of truth; He was nQt 
content to send ~ 'a prophet m a philosopher Oor a planner. 
"Having yet therefore Oone son, IhIis weII belIQv~, he sent him 
'also." God does not love His Son less Ithan we ~ove our sons. 
On the contrary. How must a God of perfect ~ove have 
'Cherished His 0Wtl; weI~-loved SOon. Yet He su!ffered Him 
to be 'crudfied un'der Pontius Pilate. ''Thou did'st not spare 
11hine only Son but gav'st HIim Ifor a world undone." When 
'God gave Hi~ Son to be obedient unto death, even the 
de'a!th df the Cross, what mOore CiCnrl.d He give our rate? 
There He yielded His very dearest and best. 

. In nature. for linst'ance. When we recall the beauty 001£ 
God's creatiQn, the reg1l'larity o!f the se'aSOns, the constancy 
of the harvests, and 'a!1~ that Ifills OUr hearts WJ.'Ilh. song at this 
Springtime, :the Singing df :the birds _'and the RQwers 'appear­
mg Oon the earth - aU this proclaims that God is lQve. We 
oan easily agree with. the poet that a man is near God's 
'heart lin a garden. "God is love" wOui}d be an apt text to 
put up in Princes Street Gardens this lQvely Spring morn­
ing. Bu~ what text 'WOuld you. choose fQr the jungle [n 
Malaya? What df the tiger 'and, the viper, the beasts pf prey Ciii) Anij aU thlis God did when men were at their worst. 
and the poisonOous plants? For the plam lfucts Of iife tompel That is the thrust of tih'is piece df argumentatiQn in verses 
us to admit that the poet ih'as reason to cQmpilainthat nature 6-7 of thiis chapter. Look at wha!t we were when God made 
is not always as 'Pleasant 'as a flower garden; nature can tJhis amazing sacrifice 'fQr us. "For when we were yet with­
'also. be '''red in ttooth 'and claw wiith ravin." Nature may out strength, in due time ChI"ist died fur the ungodly . .. 
present a 70-30, or an 80-20, Qr even a 90-10 argument for 'while we were yet sinners, 'Ohrust died. fOor ~." When we 
God'~ l~ve, but 'an irrefutable 'and indubitable proof of the were yet without strength, mQrally diseased, when we were 
love df God nature cannOot provide. wor~e than this, ungodly, 'arrogant 'rebels - Oour moral mal-

'Providence again may d£ten 'declare how good is the God 'ady 'caiUing forth nothing but disgust, our ungudHness merit­
we 'adQre. We trunk o!f alq that :is glad ·and Iblessed in our ing nothing but wI"ath, then Christ died for us:! Paul :m:akes 
earthly life, df aove 'anij friends, 01£ marriage, chlldren and 'l!~ see the sheer generosity d£ this 'as'tounid!ing act Of d[vine 
!home. But what df the bllind and the de'a!f, the crippled and grace by contrasting !the sacrufices- of men with Chtist's. 
insane? P.rovidence may provide us With many tokens of a Granted, men are 'Oapab~e of sacrifice, even. Of dying fQr 
Heaveniy Father's care, but we !Cannot Oovetilodk the Ifact that 'another. "Greater love hath no man tll'an this that a man 
Providence. too, wears 'a "frowning face" at tiimes. When lay down his life for' his Ifriends." Pauq If!"eely concedes the 
we confront the viclims df disease and tempest, df Ifire and point, !but he reminds u's that they a:re friends !for whom we 
war, faith dOoes not always rome easy tOo us. In the lface bf die. ",For scarcely 'fQr a righteous man would one die" -
the 'aJW'iul enigma 0'£ human mffet1ing the hlghest 'faath that a righteous man, 'a stdctly just man, who gives ('and ex~ . 
Qur ''!feeble sense" can sometimes command i'S _ "Odd acts) his pound df ifIeS'h, may' be all right to ·dQ business 
mQves in a rrtysterious way His wonders to perform." . With, but you would never dream Oof giving your Ihead away 

Look where-we wliIq 'fa!" irrefutable proof of God''S 1Qve we to Ihim! "Yet pera'dventure for a good 1fl/lln some would 
shalJ. fiird nQ iJ!iglht 'that is without shade or ~dow until we even dare to die" - 'a good man, a 'lova:bly good man, a 
stand beneath the Cross. "Yet the prodi of God's 'am'azing man With ch'armas weB 'as principle, a m'an who storms 
love !is this: that it was whi~e we were yet !linners Christ your hearts 'and caJp'tu'res your admiration and affection, yes, 
died for us." some m!ight Ilay dQwntheir lives' for him. :But Christ did not 

('i) The Cross 'Was 'a revelation of God's love !fOor man's die 'for 'attractive personalities! "Christ died for the ungodly 
salvation. True, ~t tWas Christ that Idied, but it lis not any ... wIhlle we were ,yet -'Sinners ... " When Gold d!iid this 
less true that "God was in ChrM, reconciI[ng the wQrld 'astonismng thing 'for us in the Cross Of Christ we were a:t 
unto Himsel'f." The Father suffered when tlhe 'Son suffered. Qur worst! " 
This !is an e.t1ieoce which some Of you parents wiltl read- That ~s the Gospel of the ,Cross. "Gra!ce 'aJbounding tOo the 
Ny appreci'ate. Wlho su!f.fered most in the recent war, the Chief of sinners." Th-is lis ,the Go9pel we preach in the West 
son at the front or his mQther 'at !home? The sensi1live loving End Of Edinlburgh, at the R'OIdk 'MissiQP lin the Grassmatket, 
father who Hved allover again h~s own perNs of the 19-14-18 and in the 'ce11ls of S'aughton 'Prison. We Ihave n~ other Cos­
war suffered, too - iin 'and with his boy. 'I 'am propounding pel. "This is 'a ifaithlful saYing, . . . 'and worthy df aU 
very sound Chz:istian doctrine ~en I declare ~a~ the 'acceptation, that 'Christ Jesus ~& linto the world to save 
F'ather suffered ~n the 'OroS'S oIf m.s SOon. The Bl!ble very 'Sinners of whom I 'am ·dh'ief." F,ind the Chief of sinners and 
signilfoioanllly talks df. the blood Qf God. '''The- Churdh of . you m~St oiffer him sa1vation 'C'om",lete ful~ iand for noth­
~ w~idh IRe purchased wli!b His Iblood." NOot the bl~'d ing. Dr. A:lexan'der Whyte ~tonlished 'lhis audience in a 
()f Chnst, but, of God. StaT~1Dg? Yes, !but it serves to un- - drunken slulI). by in'fonning t!hem that he had ifQunid out 1lhe 
press upon us the truth Qf thIS tc::xt: the ~eart of God.broke name of theo~ggest sinner in Ed~nburgh, 'a,n'd he !had come 
~d bled on the Cros~. Thou~ ~he Father 10ved HIS Son 'to 'teII them. Bending ifoI"W'a'l'd, 'he 'COnli,nued ~n 'a whisper 
WIth a perfect love, WI~ 'an &nf1DI!e ~ove, He lo~ed men so _ "His name lis Alexander Whyte." WeB, we do not know 
mudh that He gave ~1S SOon to dIe for us. It IS no exag- whQ ~s the bIggest ~inper in Edinbu'I"g!h - God alQne read-
gerat'ion to quote WeSley's hymn: eth It'hehe'art: but whpever he i'S we are commIissioned by 

Amazing love! How can it be ;the .Prince of Glory to dedlare to Ihim that· from the Cross 
That Thou, my God, shouM'st die lor me. graJCe 1s flQwing, full an'cl free. Christ enijured t'he pain~ 
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of death and heU !for His enemies. Even .though the penii­
tent thief 'On thelQross ha!d ;lived 'aU !hl.s Hfe in violen~e 'and 
wce, yet Chr.ist could' declare I1X> him: ""To,-day thou Sh~t 
be wlith me in pararlise." 

He did n~t die for His friends - He died fer His black­
est and bhterest enemies. ". . . when we' were enemies we 
were rec'Onciled tc God by Ithe death of His Sen.... . 

Now 'all this provides an 'UnShaka;1:jJ.e ground !fer ~>ur 
assurance of eternal1 salvation. Hear the Apostle's argument. . 
IT God has done 'all this for 'Us when we were His enemies, 
what wi}} He d'O !fer us now tJhat we are His friends and His' 
chlldren? Can He dc 'less? "Muc!h more '!!hen, being now 
justified by His blood, we sha!1'1 be 'Saved from,wrath t~rough 
him. For if, when we were enem1ies, we were reoon'Clled to 

, God by the death of I:Iis Son, much mere b~g reoon~led, 
we shall be saved by His q,ife" (9-10). IT Christ cam~ rotc 
the world to S'ave sinners, He must surely save us bel[evers 
- we whe 'are at peace with ~ ~rough the blO?? !if 
atonement who have become iHIS c!h'JIldren by 't!he ~p1nt of 
adoption', ~ho have laid'dcwn our arms of rebellion an? 
surrendered te HIim as His 'aHies 'and fmends. You see, if 
we 'are commissioned te preach the assurance 'Of e'te~mrl Hfe 
1:0 every rebel whe will believe, we 'are surely entItled te 
preach this same assurance to ourselves w'hc '3!re now 
sol!diers 'in the King's army 'and !frie?ds of the K,!ng Ih~sel!. 
If Christ 'Opens ,the gates 'Of ParadIse tc the ?ymg thlef, IS 
it possible that He would lfuut 't!he gates agamst John, the 
discliple wlhom Jesus l'Oved?' 

111.-The Lcve 'Of God Impa~ted by the Spirit 

But there is n'Othing antinomian 'Or academic about this 
assll;rance df ctem-al glory. Paull links it w'ith a·vivid '~d 
v~ta!l experience df the Spirit. The atoning death 'Of Chnst 
is jOined wiith tJhe Christian's ~ife in the Spirit. 

Paul reminds us th'at the IIlife df the ,risen Oh'Ast has b,<en 
imparted to us! "Much more being reccnciled, we ShaH be 
saved by His life" (5,: 10). lli,s lli!fe is the life df!tlh~ living, 
risen and exalted Christ in us. We cannot per1ish ~f the 
Spirit 'Of Christ dwells :in us. As !Pau!l declares in Ephesians 
1: 13-14 when we believed we were "sealed with that Hely 
Spirit of promi'Se, which ,is tJhe earnest df ol,l~ Jnheritance 

. unt'i!l the redempilicn of 1!he purchased possesslien unto the 
praise of His ,!!'lory." Since we have His qife in us 'and that 
IHe is etemcrl~ how can we pel'ilili.? The fact .tlhalt by the 
Spirit we already particip'ate ;in the eteI"?~lliife ?f our Lord 
Jesu'S means th'a.t we shall indeed partICIpate lin· the glory . 
df God. ' . 

The Aposde haS already made this point plain in verse 5. 
He reminds us there tJhalt "the love oJf God is shed abroad 
in cur hearts by the Holy 'Spil'it ~ylh1ch is given unte us." 
Th~s iis a teHing pic:rure: the love df G<*l has been poured 
fertlh from the heart of God inte 'Ours! . And thiis, declares 
Pauq . is ·an 'act of 'permanent signifrcance. The first thiiH 
'df ~nversion may g6:ve way, 'alas, I1X> moods ~ spir~tU'al dry­
ness 'and depression, but even these 'Cannot InV'ahdate the 
fcoct that there has been an injeoti'Ondf divine l'Ove ~n'to cur 
hearts. wh~dh no 'p'aS~il1'g mood ~ remeve. That is the 
'fcrce df 1!he Gree'k perfect. tense which is tran'S'I'aJted '''is shed 
31broad" here. A Greek perlect tense describes a past a'Ct 
wi'th permanent results. Fer instance! "the man is dea~" 
describes a 'Past ,act, 'a mcment wh~n .. hfe came to an end m 
his b'Ody, 'and tlhe resu!l!t of that eX1plrmg ·act 1'S that th.e body 
'is in the Iasting state df death. Sc tb.'e love df God IS shed 
abroad in 'Our he'al'ts by the Holy SpiiI'it in 'ccnverSien,when 
the risen Ii'fe Of· Christ was imparted to us, with the per-

manent resu[t Itlrat 1b'i:s leve wiH never be withdrawn from 
us. This is t!he stupendous event that has taken place in 
every ~e that has been committed to Ghrist: God has taken 
up permanent residence In 'Our believing h~! May I 
remind you 'Of 'Our Lord's own prom!ise oif this in John 14: 
23: "If a m~ love me, h~ will keep my words and my 
Father will ~eve him 'and We will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him." 

TIhls 1lhen is why the ihumbqest believers may triumph new 
in the certa!in h'Ope 'Of the gl'Ory of God. First: the triumph 
has a:l:ready begun even in our present ttiibu[atien. His grace. 
is sufficient te turn OUr heartlbreaks inte holiness. Christ in 
us 'to SUCCOU'l" and strengthen us here is cur hope 'Of glery 
herea!fter. 'Second: the ijove whiclh. God oIffers us at the 

. Cross ,is ifor rebe,s - every prod~gal may be assured df a 
welcome inte tJhe Father's' hcuse iif he but begin the home­
ward j'Ourney. There is none 'Of us so vile that he cannot 
qualify f'Or the grace whlich God. proffers at the Cross' fer 
His bitterest foes? lIt 'is, as Jehn Bunyan ~rote, "Gra~e 
aJOOunding tc the ,chief df s'inne'r'S." ~d w~en we ~mbrace 
the grace df God ~n cur Lord Jesus Ohrnst, eternal icve 
pours cut of the heart -of God into curs never to be with­

. drawn. Tliis is why Pau~ proclaims se exultantly that our 
hope ·'is not a disa.ppointment." . 

But this 'is' 'a 'SOlemn theme we 'have this mornmg and I 
must uvge upon yeu alIi lits serieus 'and practical ch~lenge. 
Has Ihis great transa:ction taken place ~n your 'heart? Have. 
you tro'ly taken Christ 'as your Savcieur? There ,is ·nething 
in thispas'Slage to tell us that we may rejcice ~n hope oif the 
glory of God because we have been bapt'ized ''Or attend 
church. No, you, the sinp,el' must 'Come te tJhe Cross to 
'embi1a!ce the pard'On of Christ's blood, the enemy must lCe'ase 
hlis rebelli'On and pledge himself tlhe friend Of Clwist, ou.r 
hearts must 'receive His liife and Hi'S ~ove. iHave you sought 
and received tlhe gift o!f Christ's liife? It is that Life in us 
which alene can save u'S from -wmth. . 

But the eternall1leve 'Of God must not 'Only be received -
it must be manifested· to others. Shame 'On us 1if our :}eye is 
mean and nrggardly, ·cold and calculated when God has 
showered such generous leve upen us. "We knoW 'that we 
have passed from deaJt'h unte life because we love the breth­
ren." nc we love 'the brethren? Gdd !ferbid that we'sheuld 
deceive oursclves at this pradica1 'level. If the, love of Ged 
is poured intc ou'r hearts it must flow e~t to dthe'rS. If it is 
net Imowing 'Out we cannot be ·sure 1!hat It has been peured 
in. • ' 

The nature oif redeeming f'Ove must aqso 'alffect ~ur wit- . 
ness. It banishes despair fur ever! The Gospel df grace 
aibounding tc 'the clhief 'Of s'inners lfetbids US to give up aI\Y 
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man as !hopeless. The message o'f the Cross lis for the helpless 
and hopeless. We mQst S'tand loyally at the Cro'SS then and 
continue to proclaim it, whatever the voices which counsel· 
retreat 'and despair. 

His for. ever, only His, 
'Who 'lhe Lord and me.shall part? 

A'h, with what 'a rest Of bliss 
Chri9f: can fill the loving heart! , 

Heaven 'and e'a.rth may ifade and flee, 
First·bom 'l~glht in gloom decline: 

But whille God and I sba!ll be 
I 'am Hiis, and He !is mine. 

(427) 11 

But having said aB, I urge -you not to -leave !this morning 
witlhout embracing the first, plaJ.n message Of this Scripture: 
the certa!inty Of !fina'l sa!lvation fur beiIievers. Let us rest in 

. this 'Certainty. Days df darkness may come over us: let noth­
ing rdb us of our joy 'and peace !in beIieving! To~'ay may 
have it's shadows, but redeeming love bids us e~pect 'a. bright 
to-morrow. Let us then rejoice in OUT hope of the glory 
Of God. 

~hy? "But God commendeth His love towartl us, in that. 
while we.were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Hallelujah! 

. -Charlotte Chapel Record 

Christ • the Midst of Doubt 
By Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 

President, Bob Jones University.· GTeenville, S.C. 

Radio Message in "Livmg Faith" Series of American Council of Christian Churches 

SURELY the day fuat Christ arose ifrom the dead Iiliouqd slhould not the. risen Son· df God come in the Hkeness df 
have been'a day of rejdicing and, df triumph for the ~ own wonderluillbody, visen from the dead, to ~d in 

Lord's disCiples, ibut we find them, instead Of being in the the mlidst of the dou'b~fu'} d~ciples? They drew 'ba'Ck a!frnid. 
streets. shouting shouts of victory, locked up in an upper He said, '~I'm no sihost. A ghost hath not flesh and 
room"the doors being .shut. Strange; in this day when the bones." He did not say blood - 'the blood had 131[ been shed 
sunlight of God's power was beamling, when the empty for man's redemption on the 'Cross. "A ghost.hath not flesh 
tomlb tescifie'd of the power df "!!he Son of God, the disdiples and bone as you see me have." 
full of fear and 'fulll of doubt and !full of uncertainty shoU'ld Say, don't blame Thomas !f~r being a doubter.· He was no 
have qocked themselves away! more df a douibterthan aU 'the rest. Thomas Was ·not present 

You see, the trouMe is 1lhey had ndt grasped the truth on this occasion ·and when t'b:ey told Thomas that they had 
df resurrection. He 'had told them many times He. would seen the Lord, Thomas said, "I want the same prodf you 
rise -again but they had dot heeded, Ithey had not n'Stened, have - Unless I can touch the wound prinlts -and !feell the 
for their minds had not been O'CCupie'd with the th'OUgiht of marks of the nails in' His hands I won't 'believe." And the 
-suffering, of death, and oif-crucif:ixion. They had looked. Lord came again to 'give Thomas the same eviiden'Ce of 
entirely ·fO'l' the glory of the Kingdom and so they were un- Tesurrection l~hat He 'had given to the others: He S'aid .to 
prepared. lHeamng from the women that the tt»nb was Thomas, "B1essed are they that have not seen, yet believe. 
empty land the angel had given ·them the message that Nevertheless, put o:ut thy finger and touch, 'and dlrust in 
Jesus Christ was rtsen even 'as He said. they sti:lll were un- thy hanq and see the wound ·in my side." 
able to comprehend the truth. They were afraid they would ,My friend, when the Lord Jesu'S Christ came into that 
be blamed with having 'Stolen the 'llddy, and, hoping they room that day -aU the doubts and 'ali the 'fears went .3JW3.y. 
w~ld be overlooked and !forgotten 01£ theiT enemies in tlhe No man ·can hold doubt In one !hand and tou'Ch with the 
city, they went ba'C'k to the upper room, dosed the bUnds other the risen Son of God. Now, I have never met an 
and latched the bolts 'and shut the door. And sudden[y, we honest doubter. I've ·met many men who claim to be honest 
are told, "The doors being shut Jesus stood in the midst," doubters, but the t'fUlth is they ~ere simply dishonest sin­
the Visen Savliour. 'I 'am glad Ilocked doors can't keep Him ners. There iis no suth thing as an .honest doubter. 

ouivhen Joseph wen't to jail, God went to jai1 with His Now the Bible says we "are saved by grace t'hrough faJith, 
serv'~ My friend, ibolted doors cannot exclude the S·aviour and tha.t not of yourselves, it ~s the gift of God, not of 
of the world. If God''S cl:J.ild is in prison for tlhe sake df·the works lest any man liliouId boa9f:." But God wiH give to any 
Gospel, the ~ will be there, too.. . man Who wants to be 'Saved fue faith necessary to beiieve 

The onlly door He cannot force is. the door Of the human on Jesus Christ 1£ that man is willing to forsake his sin. 
heart, the bdlted door df the human w:ill Which is shut Giv'.ing up Sin never saved ·anytbody -'Christ saves. Butno 
against Him. He 9t'ands outside ana knoCks with nalrI-p!iel"Ce'd man w:i1l ever lnow the joy Of sa1vaJtion who is not willing 
hand and says, "If any man will open the door I wiiH tome to give up his sin. If you say, "I would Hke to have the 
in ·and sup with him and he witlh me." But man has to dmw 'faith necessary to believe on 'Christ i I'd like to be able to 
the will baock to open the (loar of the heart and let the Lord 'believe and 'have Ilife i but I just honestly can't"; if you are 

. ta:lKing to an e~perienced preacher who knows the Word 
Je~~ine ;h~ midst .df these 'frighte~ed and fearful and of God and who knows men's h~arts, he'll know the trouble 
doubtful disciples stood the. !Son of God. And they drew I~.s t!here :i.s ·a sin you are ~O't ~lling to gi~e up. MY,.friend, 
Iback ·and s·a;iod'- ·"1 t ;is a ghost." ·Isn't h ~trange. th'at men Il~ you 'Wln pu~il up the Sl~, the doubt wlill ~me Wlth the 
~hould take refuge from the supernatural ~n the super- Sin. ,:!,he .d?Ubts, ·a!lways cl~ng. to ~he roots Of sm. Any man 
stitious? This is· the ~econd time they otlhouglhlt He was a - who lis ~llImgto.lJ)ull up hiS sm wtlll find a'll the doubts come 
spirit. The niglht He came walking· on the Water to the a~ong wlth 'the sm. .. 
bdaf w'h~re they tossed in the mid'St of the storm, they saw When th.e ~~ Jesus stands 1n. the mrd9t ::md men. 'Come· 
Him then land Said, "He's a ghdSt." . to 'know film. om t~e ·power of H1S reSlln-ectiion ':lnd In the 

Why shou4d not the God who made ·an ocean use waves wonder df Hls divme grace, all the doubts. v:umh 'and all 
as cobb1estones to pave a pathway for lHiniself? And why the fears are gone. --ChnstUln Beacon 
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The Bible Doctrine of-Sin 
.\ 

~y pro C. D. Cole 
Dean Emeritus of Toronto Baptist Seminary 

III. THE U~PARDONABLE SIN . 

. "Wherefore· I say unto you, All manner of sin and Jesus Christ. These are sins .<if the deepest dye, but ~y 
blasphemy shall be forgiven· unto men; but the blasph. wIho have been guilty of 'thet;n have repented. and !found 
emy against the Holy Ghost shall ·not be forgiven unto . forgiveness. I1f rejecting Jesus Christ 'as Saviour 'alld Lord 
men. 

"And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of is the unpardonablle sin, then weJ.l nigh everytbody would 
man, it shall be forgiven: ·but whosoever speaketh have committed it. Certainly, the man who.·rejects-Christ 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, unllil his time runs out wili be unfprgiven - ·an' hls sins are 
neither in this world, Reither in the world to come" unpardroned - but tis .does ndt mean 'tlrat he committed 
(Matt. 12:31, 32). the unpardonailJle iiin. Our 'Saviour ·ma:de· it deal" that it 

"Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven·unto is ndt 'any sin against Himsellf, but a partlilCular sin against 
the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith .soever they 
shall blaspheme:. . the Holy Spirit. . 

"But he thai shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost . 3. It \is riot any sin ·against the decalogue or ten com-
- hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal mandments. There !is no sin 'COvered bv the ten command-

da!:'Bnation; h ··d ·h I •• " ( k ments for Which there is Ilk> provision of paroon. Christ die'd 
eeause t ey sal ,He hat an une ean spmt Mar to 'redeem Sinners from the curse Of the ~a 'therelfore 'there 

.3:28-30). .. w, 
"And whosoever shall speak ·a word against the Son • must be fOrgIveness If~ every part Of the curse. 

of man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto· him that 4. It is not any sin against God the Father. "All manner 
blas~he~eth again~t the Holy Ghost, it shall not be of 'Sin 'and bl-a:sphemy sha1'1lbe !forgiven unto m~n; but lhe· 
forgIven (Luke 12.10). . bl'asphemy 'against the Holy Ghost shatl not be forgiven 

THE wr~ter belie~e~ that the a:bove S-criptures ~re all that 
. 'Can Wlth 'Cert'a:mty be 'apphed to the ques1iion of the' 
unpardonable sin. He does not bell:ieve tthat Reb. 6.:4-8 and 
10 :··26-3 fhave anythlng to 'say on the· sulbjoct. They (10 
'i~deed sound a solemn warning against apostasy, but they 
give no he'lp ,in defining the unpardonalble sin. As to 1 
Jdh~ 5: 16 we· 'are not sO sure. Dr. Broadus thoug.ht thiat it 
a:lluiles to Ithe unpardonali)le sin. Be tlhat ·as 1t may,it throws 
no 'Iight on what tlie unpardonab~e sin is. 

. The qu~tion df -the unpatdon'albie 'sin is ~ much aJbused 
and sadly m;isunderStciod. subject. 'It has, we fe'ar, been 
used to frighten the unregenerate !into ·the chuTcil, thereby 
making them twofold more Ithe children df wrath. Wrong. 
views df the matter h'ave dthten. men to despair and, in 
some :instances, into insanity. 

A Necessary Distinction 
We must distlllguish Ibellw~en an unpardoned sin, 'and the 

unpardonable sin. There 'are many unpardoned sins, but 
only one unpardonable sin: All the sins df the If,ina!Ily !im­
penitent 'and unlbe'lieving willI be unparooned, but there is 
'One sin f'Or which there is no pardon. Murder may be an 
unpardoned sin, lbut it is not unpardonable. Any and every 
sin ;jg 'a damning sin If not repented of. Our Lord dearly 
dis'dinguished !between ,the one sin diat "hath never iforglj.ve­
ness", and aU otha sins that ~aIl be 'forgiven on the tterm's 
of repentance and Ifaitlh. 

I. 
Wh3t the p"npardonable Sin Is Not 

1. It is not any sin against men. Many 'are 'tlhe sins men 
commit !against one 'another, sudh as murder, theft, false 
whness, nJ-alice and envy. Butt none of these !is the sin that 
will not be forgiven. Many have been .gu~lty 9f tlhese 'Sins 
and through repen"ta"nce 'and fi3ftth have been forg~ven. 

. 2. It is not any' sin 'against jesus Ch~. Many are the 
sins against the Son of Man, sU"ch as denial of His deity and 
virgm ibirtJh, denial of iHis Il>loo'd ·atonerAent, ignoring His 
~laims of. Lordship; "in Short,. rejecting H!im 'as the Lord 

unto men." . 
5. It is nO,t every, sin against~ the Holy Spirit. There are 

slins oommitte4 directly and. specilficaJlly against the Holy 
Spliriit. ·'He is grieved, i'esiisted; q~encheld,. and ignored. Be­
lievers may and do grieve, quen'Ch, 'and :ignore the Spirit. 
Unbelievers reSist the Spirit in the 'Objective ministry of His 

. woRi. They reSist Him Iby rejecting ·the calli of the gospel 
'and by opposing land persecuting the pre'acheI'S Of His word. 
I:.he Holy SPirit is t!he Author df the Bible. Let the reader 
be sure to tum Ito Acts 7:51, 52, the otdy passage in the 
New Tes1!a.ment where there is 'any mention of resisting the 
Sp"i'rit. To the Jews who stoned hiim to death Stephen wd, 
"Ye do always reSist the iHoly Ghost: as your fathers did, 
SIO do yeo Whkh Of the prophets lhave not YOUT fathers 
persecuted?" In rejecting ·the preaching Of Stephen, the 
Jews were behavdng as their Ifathers had towards the proph­
ets, and 'Stephen 'Called this reSisting the Holy Spirit. Un­
Ibelievers resist the oullwaro ministry of 1!he Spirit iin ·the· 
preadhing df the word untH their reSi.st'ance 'is·overcome by 
the subjecilive work 'Of the 'Spirit dn the ·efifoctual call}, Dr. 
Broadus says that resisting the Spit-it and blasphemy against 
the Spirit "·'are quite different things.'~ 

u. 
What ~e Unpardonable Sin Is 

1. I:t is e~re'ssly said to be blasphemy aga!inst the Holy 
Spirit. To b'laspheme is to speak injuriousJyagainst some­
body. B'l'asphemy is an ~nsulting or Slanderous remark about 
some one. Every blasphemy is n'Ot unpardonaJble; it is .oniy 

. the lblaspheimY against the Holy ~pirit. The Jews at Antioch 
. rspakeagaiinst· Paul 'and his doctrine, "contradicting and 
i}}laspbeming" (AlCts 13: 45 ). 'Paul, before his. conversion, 
-compelled the 'Saints to blaspheme (!Acts 26: 11) . Paul tells 
the Jews that they causeidl the name df God 10 be 
Ibhl.sphemed among the ~ntJile'S (Rom. 2: 24), and 'Paul 
himselif was formerly a blasphelmer (1 T,im. 1: 13). But 
none of these 'Cases was blasphemy agaln'St :the Hdly Spirit. 

2. The 'Scriptures with which we began this a:rtide give 
'US 'a clear aI}d unm$takable instance df blasphemy against 

. ~ , 
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the Holy Spirit, and therefore an ~ample Of the unrpardon- . 
'able Sin. The Pharisees 1)lasphmned agtalinllt the Spirit when 
they" salid, "He hath an unclean spirit" ~Mk. 3: 30): 
,Matthew teUs us that they "attrilbuted the miralCurous work 
Of the Spirit in Christ to IBe~lzebub, the prince -of demons. 
.of course they blasphemed 'OUr Lord, too, in sa}'ing 'that He 
had i3ll undean spirit, but that was 'nOt what made· their 
sin unpa:nion'aJble. They reoogn!ize!d the Holy Spimt in the 
m:il"aldle, and slandered Him by calling Hlim an undean 
spirit. And in 'cl~ing this they were guilty df an eternal sin. 

Conditions Under Which the Spirit Is Blasphemed 
1. There must be an unmistakable work of the Spirit. 

iDr. Broadus tlhought die sin was committed in connection 
with pui1)l[c mimdl~, and thereifore not oominlitted in our 
day. He says, in oommenting on Matt. 12:31, 32: "There 
is here no 'aBuSion to the peculiar gracious dffiice and" 'WOrk 
of the Spirit in calling, renewing, and sanctifying 'the soul; 
!it is the Spirit df Gold as giving power to work miraoles~" 

'2. There must be knowledge that it is it!he work Of the 
Spirit. Paul ba:d blasphemed Jesus Of Nazareth, and yet 
dbtain~d forgiveness, because !he "did it ignorantly in un­
belief" (1 TIm. 1: 13). Paul ci!d not b.ve that JesUS 
sp'O'ke 'and wrought xmmcles by the Spirit of God. iHe was 
ignorant df the Spirit worlding in Jesus, sincerely believing 
Jesus to !be an impoSter and 'fl'08Sessed of an eVlii} spirit. But 
the Phaiisees knew better; they knew tlhe mirncJIes !had been 
per£ornned by the power df the Holy spirit, i3lld blasphemed 
against Hini by C!ailipg Him Beelzelbub, an unclean spirit. 
It was not a case of mistaken identity 'W1i:th them 'as it was 
with Saul df Tarsus, Thoinas Goodwyn, one of the Puritans, 
says that two things 'are necessary in tIomm:itting the un­
pardonable sin: "Ught in- 'the mlind and I !malice in the 
~ea:rt." Anxiety or fear of !having !been" guilty df ~asphemy 
aga!i~ tlhe Holy ISpiItt is in itself 'evidence !hat one is not 
guilty -of:it. Those w'hoare alfraicl they Ibave oommitted 
the sin may be assured they have not. 

III. 
Why Is Blasphemy Againslt the Holy Spirit 

Unpardonable? 
,I t is not because the sin· is too great for the lMood of 

Christ to latone !for. This wouM limit the intrinsic value 
d£ His blood. We beiieve the tlea.tlh of Cp,rist [s sufficient 

. for the salvation df every aciCbuntaJble being, including tlhe 
deVil and Ibis angells, had it been designed for ,them. 

2. It is not because the' sin is t()i() great for the graCe df 
God to ove~. Where sliJ! abounds, gmce much more 
'aJbountls. This iii obvious when we ooniider some Of the cases 
God has pardoned. Take, for example, the case of Manas­
seh, the wiCked $On Of the godly Hezek:ioah, whose wicke'cl 
career is refCIOrded in 2 ehron. 33:2-7,9, 10. Surely, iII any 
lIlIan could sin 'away 1he day Of g'l'aICe, 'M-an'~h lhad done 
so. Surely, if the enormiity Of dffences makes, them unpar­
.donable, those oonmiittoo!by this man must have been such. 
Surcly, 'if there 'are crimes from which the mercy of God 
'Cannot save one, h must have been :those Of which 1h!is 
Satan-oonltrolQed k!ing waS gtillty. Surely, if there is a sinner 
beyontl the power of the iHoly Spirit, it 'W'aS th$ Wretclt :who 
provoked God so grievously. And yet, the bappy sequell is 
the story df his convers-ion. :Conmtler 'aiSQ the case of ,Saul of 
'J1arsus, denominated ,"the chief of !!!Iinners", who by the 
'grace Of God became the greatest exponent d£ the faith he 
once opposed. Truqy, "Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound." , 

3. The uIl!pardonalbleness o'f sin must be 'attributed to the 
sovereign w~lll of God. An'cl He 'bas sovereignly (I do not say 
ar}).itraiily) deternnined that" there is one' Sin He will not 
forgave. He could, if it pleased Him to do So. We' beI~eve 
with" Job that "What His soul d~gireth, even that He 
doeth." There is one fcind df siin !for wlhich there is no pro­
visdon of pardon. Therefore, there is one kind Of sin for 
w'blich Christ made no "'atonement. There lis one sin of 
which 'tIhe Holy Spirit wNl not convict, 'and 'from which He 
wilq not 'COnvert., There 'is one Sin God will not pardon. The 
Bi;1)le calqs lit 1Jlasphemy again9t the Holy Spirit, and we 
d'are not t'aU it by any other name. 

The Holy Spirit lis :thus highly honored lin the divine 
economy. His personality 'and deity may, be denied by men 
and He may be contemptuously referred to in· the neuter 
gender as "it", but He is in truth a person df hiigh esteem 
in the Godhead. 

''To God tlhe Spirit's Name 
Immortlail worship give, 
Whose new-creating power 
Makes the dead sinner 1iive: 
His work completes the great deSign, 
And Ifills the soul with j~y divine." 

A LESSON IN SPELLING 
By Dr. C. Robert Huntress 

Say, Children, have you a pendl anti paper? Good, now 
write down the letters L-I-V":E. 'Do you see what Ithey speH? 
Yes, that's right, they "spelll ''lJ.ive''. When God creat~ man 
He !breathed into Mm 'the Sp4iit Of ili'fe so tlhat he m'ight . 
LIVE. Today, when we give OUr hearts 'to Jesus Ohrist we 
receive His Spirit and eternal life. W~thout His Spirit we 
merely 'exist. The Lord Wi3llts us to receive His Spirit an'cl 
to !follow Him so that we may lJIV'E; but some refuse and 
do not 'follow God's way. Thereifo:re, they go baJCkwards to 
God's way. 

Let's see wh'at-happt:ns when we go lba'C~ards. A'lT3llge 
those same four "letters backward\! on your paper. WeB, what 
do you know! They spell EVIL. 180,_ an eva person is one 
who goes the opposite way from God's way. 

There 'is another iklind 'Of person. He ifeels he is not wlicked 
'and neither :is he s'aiint1y. He is soI1l: of neutral. He has a 
ilitl!le good in him 'and 'a ~ittle ban, but he Ifeels he is 'a n:ice 
sort of fellow. Well, now, let's see. As he lis 'sort o'f a mixture, 
"we wal mix up the same four letters an'cl see what they tell 
us. Oh, ah, here they are - VILE .. We know a vile person 
does not please God 'aDd is ndt saved. ' " 

A . person who has !been sayed 'and Ib,as received God's 
spirit, land h'aS wa'lked lin ~'s way can tru1y say he has 
LIVED. But one who has spent his' l'iife goiing -iJ;mckward~ to 
God's .way has been 'a DEVIL, or 'adversary to God's way. 

Which way shal[ we arflange those four 1etters !for you? 
"':""Th, Congregational Beacon 
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Thanksgiving .S.unday in ·Jarvis Street 
~E 'serv'ices lin Jarvis Street Church on Th'anksgiving 
. . Day, October 13th, were marked by powerful preach~ 
mg df the Word Of God 'and the .inevita:ble consequences -
the blessing, comfort and conviction Of 'the Holy Spirit. The 
hearts Of all were blessed. 

On Sunday morning Dr. Slade gave a searching m:essage 
on tlhe vital theme, "The Test Of S'alvatlion": "Ii( any man 
have not the Spirit oIf Ohrist, he :is none Of his" (R.om. 8: 9) . 
This ;te)ct is a signal, summoning us to a test, a I;piritua~ 
examination, tlhai: we may 'know whether or not we belong 
to Christ. 'To be wtithout Christ is futal, so Ielo not evade the 
test. What is tl).e test? !Have we the Spiint Of Christ? If 
we have the spiIiit ;Of Christ, we .are 'Savoo; if not, we are 
lost. Who is tlhe Spirit df Olrist? He :is aIlso referred 'to as 
the Spirit of God. In our benedidtion we recognize tlhe 
Father, the Son and· the HOlly 'Spirit. The rperson'a1ity of 
·the Holy Sphut is aclmowledged,. and IRis peity is 'recog­
,~. Why was this t1itle, ''Spirit Of Christ", used? The 
Holy Spirit had ~uch to do in the ministry of Christ in His . 
mission to earth (Luke 1:35; 3:22; 4:18; Heb. 9:14). 
The Holly Spirit came at Pentecost 'and indwells the heart 
Of every Ohm'tian. We 'are tlhe templC:l'S ;Of the Holy Ghost, 
'and He :is . also working ,in. the hea:rt Of anyone who has a 
!ongling Ito be saved. '. 

If anyone is without the Holly Spirit, he is without Christ. 
The necessity Of having the 1H0ly !Spirit in the life arises 

. frrom our carnal natures. Lefit to ourselves we would not 
seek after God~ but wmdd waJllk "according to !the coune of 
tlhis world". Some mlight be inclined to depend for 'their 
salvatlion upon their kind disposit1ions, otlhers upon their 
rel~gion' or ordinances, but if we !have not tlhe HOlly Spirit 
in our helaI'ts, the One who imparts the Divine nature to 
us in the new birth, we are none of ills. 
. There are certain diist1inguiShing marks df' the Holy 

Spirit in OUT Hve'S; such 'as, f~th in the' Lord JesUs Ohrist, 
faii'th !in ffis !fin~helcl work, a spirit Of prayer, a spirit Of 
courage, a spirit Of holiness witlh -a hatred !for Sin and an 
all-ronsummg love for .souk But'I muSt warn you. If 
tlhese marks are not present, '~I'f any man have nat tlhe 
Spirit Of Christ" - "he ~s none of his." -, . 

"The Certainty o'f Salvation" (Eph. 1: 12-14) was the 
tittlirigtheme chosen by Dr. 'Slade for' the evening selmon. 
Wha:t Ohristian. could refrain from dfifering h«:lartl:-'feIlt praise 
to God for 'the glory of the S'3!lV'a'tion procured for us by 
the Lord Jesus Christ 'and attested by the Holly Spirit? 
There are many things Of wlhlich we cannot be Certain; !for 
ex;unple, 1ihe seCond oomling: Of Christ. But when it comes 
to 't!he matter Of the salvation Of our 'SOuls, rwecan be ~­
qutely sure. The Apostle PaUll 'COuld say with 'assumnrce "I 
know" (~om. 8:28; 2 Tim. 1:12). Are you certain that 
you are saved fur tlime ISlld !for eternity? . 

We can know that we are saved !by the testimony df the 
Word Of God. The text speaks oif the relationship sustained 
between the Word of God and our salvation: "In whom ye 
.al~ trusted., after that ye heard the word PI tru1ih, the 
gospel Of your 'SalvaJUon." Salvation lis a transaction that 
rests· on' the definlite word df the iliving God Himself, not 
on emotlionail feeling or subjective experience. If I ~ in 
debt, one thing a10ne will satisfy me ja statement !from 
my creditor that tlhe debt has been paid. The assurance Of 
our salvation rests on an 'authoritative document !from God 
ffimsel'f. The Judge Of ~l the earth, who has 'COnderime<l us 

for our sins, teJi1s us tbatthe debt h'aS been rpaid and we 
are !free from Condemnation (John 5:24; Rom. 8:1). The 
word df the Gospel brings 'Us 'thls definite statement of fact, 
that all is well with tlhe soul that has trusted in Ghrist. The 
Word of God is "the word Of truth"; the God who cannot 
tie has promise~ us etemlrlillie. This is a personal salvation; 
"your saivation". We have nothing else tihat is really our 
own. When the Lord says, ,qIt is finished, . 'and the debt is 
paid," we 'have everlasting righteou'SIless 'and I#IJa.Ild as justi-
fied souls before Hdm. ". 

Consider also faith in relation to God's salvation: ''in 
wlhom ye also trusted" -.in wh()m also after that ye be­
lieved.'.' The 'Ephesians ha:d heard the messa:ge and con­
cluded that this wa:s a message 'from heaven, God's word. 
They took God 'at His Word. God has spoken, and we are 
to believe it, to accept lit. Faith [s the only way 'we receive 
things from the hand Of God: "without faith it is im­
possible to 'Please Ibim." Faith is the distinguishing mark 
Oif God's children. Faith lis the same in all ages. Abraham 
believed God, so did' the early Ohristi:a:ns and every 
ChIiistian. . 

The certalinty df our salvation '1'~ts also on th;e' relation­
ship of the Holy Spirit to God's salvation. Tpe Ephesian 
Chris11ians "were se;a:led with the Holy Spirit of promise". 

. What Ia: l'wge 'place the !Holy 'Spirit;· the third member of 
tlheGodhead,-has.in the salV1a!tio~.df OUT souls! He is the 
Divine Agent who 'has led ev~ry one Of 'Us. He produced in 
us the desire to be saved. !He 'then brings to 'US the very life 
Of G:id. He dwdls within us and ma:l<es us temples of the 
Holy ISPir1.i:., How do we know that we 'are saved? We have 
been se'aled by the Holy Spit-it unto the day of T'edemption·. 
The Holy 'S'pirit seals us, as though God wou~d say, "I own" 
this 'SOui; I have set it apart 'as my own; I gu'arantee that 
,j t is mine 'and shaH never be lost." . 

Our destinamon is 'gU'aTanteed; we are sealed '''unto 'the 
day df redemption". The good work begun in us will be 
~pleted. The Holy Spirit 1~' 'the earnest df our !inheri­
tance. In tlhlis life we have a foretaste, 'a legaJl pledge that 
a~l is welL But the best is yet in store. 

Let 'Us ·reycl., not merely in the :fact of our salvation, but . 
also in its certainty. Nothmg can separate us from the love 
of God in 'Christ Jesus our ILord (Rom. 8: 31-39) ! . 

.-O.L:C: 

THE'O'OCTRINE OF ELECTION 
By 'DR. C. O. COLE 

Dean of Toronto 'Baptist Se~inary 

A first class, 24-page booklet on this basic 
. Scriptural truth. The best we have read . 0" the subject of election. Order one for 

yourself and some for Christians and 
students. 

Ten cents each: twelve for e doUer. 

Order from: 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
God's wrath (Amos 4:1i; Jude 23). The. JeWish people, whom 

.' Joshua represented, had likewise been snatched from death. 
Every .sinner saved by :the blood of Christ may be described 
ina similar manner (1 Thess.1:9, 10) .. 

Volume 21 Fourth Quarter Lesson 4 October 27, 1957 The angel of the Lord commanded. the attendants to remove 
from Joshua the soiled garments of his. own self-righteous-

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) ness. So, too, must sinners be stripped of confidence in their . 
own merits ere they can be saved (Tit. 3:5). Only the blood 

THE VISION CONCERNING JOSHUA . of Christ can cleanse us ~rom all unrighteousness (1 John 
Lesson Text: ZechariaH 3. 1:7). To Joshua himself the angel of the Lord proclaimed 

the message of pardon (Psa: 51:9; Isa. 6:5-7; 43:26; 44:22, 
Golden Text: "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 2~) and gave him the promise that he would be clothed in 

whose sin is covered."-Psalm 32:1. . new raiment, signifying that he wO\1ld be clothed With the 
Introduction: righteousness of Christ (Isa. 61:3, 10; Ezek. 36:26; Luke 

Zechariah and Haggai were perhaps companions in pro- 15:22; Rev. 19:7): In such garments Joshua would be accept-
able and would stand unashamed before the Lord. The Jews 

phetic ministry (Ezra 5:1; 6:14; Hagg. 1:1; Zeeh. 1:1); as a whole needed such a change of clothing (Zech. 13:1), 
together they may have laboured to bring Divine inspira- and so does every sinner. The JDitre placed upon his head 
tion to the discouraged children of the restoration, and to- with its engraving, "Holiness to the Lord", completed the 
gether they may have seen the fruits of their efforts, when clothing of the priest. 
the Jews in obedience to God once more resumed the build- When cleansed, pardoned and fitly clothed, the High Priest 
ing of the'house of the Lord. was reaay to serve t~e' Lord acceptably. The solemn charge 

But, while the prophets most probably ministered together, addressed to Joshua would seem to be intended for the whole 
01' at least worked toward the same object, they weJ"G' called people as well. Obedience to the laws of God would bring 
separately, according to the Divine plan whereby each indi- h th "1 d h f h' 1 th 
vidu.al has his own function (Isa. 51:2., Gal. .1:15-17), and t em e pnVl ege an onour 0 avmg a p ace among ose 

who served God. yet, his sphere of. activity is chosen in reference to others, 
that there might be fellowship, mutual assistance anil II. The Sixth Vision: Jehovah the Branch Revealed: 
strength in service (M~k 6:7; 11:1; Luke 10:1; 1 Cor. 12: verses 9-14. 
4-12,28-30;. Eph. 4:1-16). . . .The .restoration and blessing of Israel would seem aston-

The prophecy of Zechariah may be analyzed as follows: ishing, but much more miraculous would be the manifestation 
I. Visions Based Largely on the Present: chapp. 1-8. of the glory, of Christ, the 'Servant of Jehovah (lila. 42:1; 

II. VisionsReferringLargelytotheFuture:ehapp.9-14. 49:3), spoken of as the Branch (Isa. 4:·2;.11:1; Jer.23:5; 
Ezek. 17:22-24; Zech. 6:12). The reference in the term: 

I. The Fifth Vision: Joshua the Priest Cleansed: verses 1-7. "Branch" is to the humanity of Christ, who was born of the 
The previous chapters of' Zechariah describe the content seed of David, according to the flesh (Matt. 1:1; Luke 1:68, 

and significance of four of the ten visions which comprise 69; 2:11). 
the first section of the Book: (1) The man riding among the Christ is also described as. a Stone, the precious, elect 
myrtle trees (1:7-17); (2) The four horns (1:18,19); (3) The Corner-Stone (Psa. 118:22; Isa. 8:14, 15; 28:16; Acts 4:11; 
f9\1r carpenters (1:20,21); (4) The man with the measuring 1 Pet. 2:4-8). The seven eyes are symbolic of the perfect 
line (2:1-13). wisdom w~ch oui" Lord alone possesses (2 Chron. 16:9; Zech. 

The Lord gave to Zechariah a fifth vision wherein he saw 4:10; Rev. 5:6). Upon that stone would be engraved the 
Joshua the High Priest, the religious leader of the returning names of His chosen people. (EJ!:od. 28:11, 21; Isa. 49:16; 
captives, standing, perhaps serving at the altar. As High 2 Tim. 2:19; Rev. 2:17), now crowned with glory, whereas. 
Priest, he was \ the Jews' representative before God, the one formerly they had been covered with iniquity. 
who bore the responsibility of maintaining fellowship be- The Jews had been isolationists; they had disregarded the 
tween the people. and their God. Surely the sacred leader who . world-wide aspect of the promises of God. But, blessed by' 
"bore the iniquity of the holy things" would himself be a the Lord, they would regard their fellow-men as neighboun. 
spotless, righteous man (Exod. 28:38; Isa. 52:11; Rom. 2:21- LOve would also reign in their own ranks. This same prin-
23) I But not so. Zechariah saw ~ vision of Joshua, not as' ciple applies to all the people of the Lord who have been 
he appeared before men in dazzling splendour, but as he "chosen, cleansed, clothed and crowned" by the grace of 
really. was in heart before God. Instead of a holy priest God. Love one to another will be the badge of our new birth 
adorned with. the white robes of glory and beauty (Exod. 28: and our new relationship to ·God and to other born-again 
2), Zechariah saw an unholy priest, clothed with filthy gar- believers (John 13:35; 1 John 1:7; 4:21). . 
ments (lsa. 64:6). If the priest were deficient in righteous- Daily Bible Readings 
ness, which the white garments represented (Rev. 3:4; 7:14; Oct: 21-The Holy Garments ............................... : Exod.28:1-14 
19:8), so were the Jews as a whole (Rom. 10:1-3), and also Oct. 2~The Soiled Garments ........................................ Isa. 64-
every individual (Rom. 3:10-23). . Oct. 23-The Blood-Sprinkled Garments ................ Isa. 63:1-9 

J9shua is represented as standing before the angel of the . Oct. 24-The Best Robe .......................................... Luke 15:1-24 
Lord .. His attitude indicates a re!!diness to serve the angel' Oct. 26-The Cleansed Garments .............................. Rev. 1:1-8 
of the Lord (Dan. 8:16; Luke 1:19), who is none other than Oct. 26-The White Robes ................................................ Rev. 7 
the pre-incarnate Christ (Gen. 48:16; Exod. 3:2-6; 23:20, 21;. Oct. 27-The Fine Linen Robes .............................. Rev. 19:1-16 
Hos. 12 :3-6». . But the priest was hindered in his ministry Suggested Hymns . 
by Satan, who stood at his right hand to resist him, to be his What, though the accuser roar! 
adversary (Job 1:6; 2:1; Psa. 109:6; 1 Pet. 5:8). Satan ever Arise, my soul, arise! 
opposes the work of God, and it was he who had inspired the With harps and with vials. 
adversaries of the Jews to provoke God's people and hinder What can wash away my stain? 
the work of rebuilding the temple. He would also point the Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness. 
finger, as it were, at Joshua's soiled 'garments, accusing him Who, who are·these? 
of his sin (Rev. 12:10). . 

Whereas Satan stood at the right hand of Joshua as an 
adversary to resist him, the angel of the Lord stood beside 
him as an. advocate to plead his cause (v. 5; Heb. 7:25). Our 
Advocate, the Lord Jesus Christ, is ready 'at all times to 
answer our accuser by pleading His own merits .(1 John 2:1). 
The angel of the Lord, Himself Christ the Lord, addressed 
Satan directly, calling upon Jehovah to rebuke him (Jude 9), 
since Jehovah had chosen Jerusalem to be a glory (2 Chron. 
6:6; Zech. 1:17; 2:12), and would not permit His plans for 
the restoration of the city" and temple to be counteracted. 

Joshua is described as a brand plucked out of the fire, a 
.figure representing the sovereign grace of God in deliver­
ing from judgment one who deserved to perish in the fire of 

, . 
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