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Philip and the Ethiopia'n Eunu.ch 
(Stenographically Reported) 

"And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, l:1aying, Arise, and go toward the 
south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 

"And he arose and went: and, behold, 'a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great 
authority' under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her 
treasure, and had come to J'erusalem for to worship. 

"Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 
"Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

. "And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 
Understandest thou what thou readest? 

"And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip 
that he would come up and sit with him. 

"The' place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the' 
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 

"In his humiliation his judgment was taken away:' and who shall declare his 
generation? for his life is taken from the earth. . _ 

"And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the 
prophet this? of himself, or of some 'other man? 

"Then Philip opened his mouth, and began' at the same scripture, and preached 
unto him Jesus. . 

"And alii they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch 
said, See, here is water; what doth hinder Die to be baptized? 

"And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart; thou mayest. And he 
answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. ' 

"And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the' 
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. / 

,"And when they. were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip, that the eunucli saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing." 

. -Acts 8:26-39. 

I HAVE read to you a very familiar scripture which needs 
very Htde e~sitlon, but a great dea.} Of application. 

It qS one thing to know a thing; it is anotlher matter to do 
it. So I ask you to look at this page from aPQStoiic history 
to see how believers in that day were employed; how the 
gospel was propagated; how converts 'to Jesus Christ were 
made. There had· been a great reviva'l. in S'amaria, and 
Phmp, the dea~on-evangelist, had been, the preadher. When 
the blessing was a't j,ts height the angel of the Lord spoke 
to PhHip, bidding him leave Samaria and go down to a 
desert place. 

I. 
FIRST OF AlJL, WIILL YOU OBSERVE THAT THIS 

IS mE STORY OF A MAN WHO WAS R!ES'PONSIVE 

TO DIVINE DIR:ECTION. If you read the Acts of th~ 
Apostles you Will find that the m~ssionaI'ies, the evangelists 
of that day, whetiher they wrought privately or publicly, 
were not commissione<,i by a 'Committee or a board, but 
were directly sent forth by the Spirit of God to exercise 
their ministry. We read of John the Baptist: "There was 
a man sent ifrom God whose name was John". In the tenth 
of 'Romans you will recal'l the question is as'ked, "How shall 
they preach, except they be set:tt?" The really effective 
worker, whether he bears h'is witness privately or preaches 
to assemblies of people, is always one who has been divinely 
commissioned, who has been sent forth of God Himself. 

The angel o'f the Lord spoke to Phllip and bade him 
qeave one 'P'I-ace 'and go to 'anot!her. And God is just as ready 
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to speak to bdievers to-day as He ever was. It is possible 
for us'to receire direct guidance froin God, a particular, 
personal, commissIon, so that we shall be in no doubt what~ 
ever that it is th«; will of God. that we should go to a -cer
tain place and deliver a particular message. The Spirit of 
God is stiB with us. When our Lord gave His great coin
mission, He said. "AI'! aU,thority is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore" - that is, because· authority 
is with Him, because the Father hath given authority to the 
Son that He should give eternai ~i:fe to as many as the 
Father hath given Him, because He has authority over the 
hearts of all men, He b'ids us go and teach all nations, 
"baptizing them in the name of the Father, and. of the 
Son, 'and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever '1 have commanded"; and joining with 
the commission this promise, "I ~ with you alway (or, 
all the days) even un'to the end of the age." 
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The Spirit of God is still wit!h us, and If we are to be 
useful in the Lord's service we must be directly responsive 
to the Spirit of God, readv to answer when He calls. How 
many of you receive divine communications? To haw many 
of you does God direcdy speak saying "Go here", or "Go 
there", bidding you to bear witness to this' man. or to give 
your testimony in another pla'Ce? How many here do every 
day live in sucl1 relationship to God that the angel of the 
Lord can get a hearing? There are many voices that call. 
Self-interest 'CaBs; self-ease calls; ambition calls; the "world, 
by a thousand. voices, seeks to turn us from the path. of 
duty. How many ·df LIS are 'so abiding in the wrll of God, 
how many of us 'are so attentive to gpiritua1 matters, that 
every day we 'are getting orders from Headquarters? tion. It seemed to be rather an unusu'al procedure to call 

Some eyf you are employed by other people. Some of you a man away from a piece Of service such as Philip was 
may be employers, but even, employers are employees too, rendering in Samaria, where there were multlitudes of peo
because they serve some public interest, and they employ pie, to go' "toward the south into the way that goeth down 
others only because the publtic employs them. There is a from Jerusalem unto Gaza. whictb. is desert"! Very often the 

. sense therefore in which 'aU are employed. and subject ,to word of t~e Lord will come to 'you in a way that will be 
some direction. When you go to your place' of business difficult to understand. "In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
t9-morrow, there wiH be certain duties whiCh are part eyf arid he shall direct thy paths." Do not ask to understand· 
the day's routine' to whicth you win address yourseU; but the ways' of God. When He commands,' qet it be ours to 
t~ere is someone in authority, someone who gives direc- db<:y, because very often, 'We sha;l1 be required to ?o that 
tlons,. and when you report in the mom:ing you report for Wihlci1 I?ay seem, on t;he face of 1t, to be scarcely WIse, and 
duty. How many of us repOrt daily to God for duty? .' fo~ WhIdh we can gIVe no. adequate reason to camally
'. Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up, and His train mmd~d men. But let us hear God's voice; and. hearing, \ 
fIlled the temple. He heard the voices of the seraphim obey It. 
crying, "Holy, holy, holy, is ~e 'Lord of hosts: the whole . I said at the outset. that this chapter needs little exposi-

. earth is full df h,is glory." .The~ had si.x wings; .with twain 'hon but m~chaJpplication. Now take tD;is word -:- is ;~ere 
they covered their faces and WIth twaIn they covered their a boy or gIrl who qmnot understand It? Hear It: And 
~eet, and with twain they did ifly .. Reverently they bowed ~e ~rose and went." That i.s all. Like a messenger-boy ~vho 
mthe presence of ,the Holy One. And then Isaiah said: IS gIven a parcel, and who IS 'commanded to go and delIver 
"Woe is me! for I 'am undone; 'because I am a man of it 'at a certain address, he immediately, without question
~nclean 1ip~, and I dwel1 in the midst of a people of unclean ing, goes about ~is ~uty t~ delive~ that pan;el. I belieye 
hps: for mme eyes have seen ,the King, the Lord of hosts." the greatest blessmg IS lost m the hie of the average ChrIS-. 
He' heard a voice saying, "Whom shall I send and who tian at just this point. There is no man or woman here. 
will go for us'? Then said 'I, Here am I' send m~." He was of .experience in the Christian Hfe, who, looking back over 
ready, res.ponsive to the divine call; wh~n his lips had been his ~wn life, .~ll not testtt:y that he has' lost bl~ssing at:ter 
purged With a coal from off the altar. blessmg by tus tefus'al or hIS neglect to do the sunple thing 

There is work to be done in Toronto: t!here are thou- that he knew G9Clrequired him to do, and his neglect to 
sands eyf people wlho ought to be reached for Christ. There . do it when it ought to have been done. '. . . 
is need of thousands eyf messCIlgers in this city to carry the "!Ne do not need a.co~rse in theology to understand that. 
gospel of the grace of God to those who are without Christ. We do not need any ela'borate eJq>lanation at ali. The 
And He is a~king for those who wi'll go. ·Are we able to moment we .know the wm of God we ought to do it, and 
answ~r, as did P?i~ip, in. ~ffect, "Here am I''?" Now I bid the ~re~ ~f ble~ng tin the ~istian fife consists in prompt 
vou lIsten for HIS ca11. Llsten to see what God the Lord and lffiplIclt obedience. That IS a:ll God asks of us that we 
has to say to you every day and every hour .. Let us be at ills simply do what we ought to do. ' 
comma?~. . 1 • I ~oubt not amC!ng this Company of young peopie this 

Nor IS It necessary that we understand the word of dIrec- mornmg !h~re are many, as I speak to you, who can think 
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of duties unfulfilled, Of tasks neglected, of visits not mad., men of religion nowadays are not ever converted. ~ead ~e 
of testimonies not given, o£ failure to witness. There was Sat\lrday evening papers, and i1f you cannot 'be swted w1th 
no doubt.about h in your mind; just as clearly as the angel _ one of the services advertised t;here you m~st be ve~ ~ard 
said to Philip, "Go", the Spirit of God said to you, "Go" put, very di11ficuQt to please; there are .a!I.~ kmds ~ rehJPons. 
- but you did not go. You disdbeyed. You ~d, ''To- I ~~ in a pap~r ~ast week - and I.thmk I. wiill ,~nte ~ 
morrow, Lord"; or "Next week"; ~'Some other time"; but ed1tonal about It - an answer to thlS question, What 1S 
the Ifact is, the tihing commanded was not done. it to be a Ohrist'ian?" The man who answered it did n<?t 

r£ we reaUy Ibelqeve, we must Obey;· because, in the - get within ten million miles .of the truth. He answered. 1t 
measure in Which we trust God, we shaH believe in the as ·though he had not the shade of 'a shadow of a ghost 
wisdom of and ,in the divine necessity for His command- df'an ,idea o£ what it means to be a Ohristian. There- was 

. ment, and-we shall do as we 'are told. If I were not to not an infinitesimal spark or suggestion of the supernatural 
say another thing this morning, 1jIf' I could sim}>ly tall to in it at all. . 
your memory dut'ies un~one, commands disobeyed, oppor- There are plenty of people who are religious who need 
tunities ummp'roved, -this service would not be in vain. As. the gospel. There are people who are not religious - go 
I speak to you this ~orning I 'am sure there are scorc:s of to them; do not take it for granted that because a man is 
people who are saymg, "Every day last week, I ~sed rel'igious he does not need your ministry. I used to be 
opportun[ties. I can see the cata:logue of my onnss4ons greatly disturbed in the beginning of my ministry when I 
~before me." 1Jf·1 said nothing else, ilf I were to dismiss this ,found I h~d a congregation Of professing Christians, and I 
meeting, ~nd every o?e would say, "I wil~ ~ hOII?-e,;and ha4 a sermon prepared for pet?ple who were not ~ved. 
do the thmg that I dqd not ~o ~~t week, 1 wdl do It, we I would say, to myself, ""What 1S the 1l:Se of preach1D~ to 
should not have come here, 'In vam. But I shall Show you these peoiJle who profess to be converted?" I have smce 
presently that promptitude is of the very essence of true learned that professing Ohristians very Often need it as 
obed~ence. To say, "I have' not'done it, !but -I will do it much as the others. It.does not do any harm to let them 
to-morrow," is to diisob~_; because, when a command is hear it again. 
given, it is given 'for a· spedfJc.puI1pose, tlieI7 is somethi~g Then I want you·to nocice another thing: This man w~ 
C?orl has to do when He requIres us to do 1t at a certaln coming home from church, and was still unconverted. He 
time. . had been up to Jerusalem to worship, and waS on his way 

II. baC'k, but he had not 'found Ohrist. There are thousands of 
PhHip went, "And beliold" - I want you to see THE peqple in this City to-day who will go to church, ~~o ax:e 

SORT OF 'MAN HE 'MET - "a man of. Ethiopia, an in church even as I speak, and when the benedlct10n lS 
eunuch of great authority' under Candace queen of the pronounted they will go' home a;S they went to. church,· 
Ethiopians, who had cha.I'ge Of all her treasure." He was without Ohrist, without any personall knowledge of salva
not an ordinary man; he was not 'a poor man, not· a 'man tion, without any real experience of the mighty power Of 
in an obscure position, but a very important man; and ~ God. And -it is ~or us to minister to religious peopl~, and 
rather expect he was a rich man, a man o£ great authority. to church-goers too, whether ~hey are Roman Cathohcs, or 
In his own country undoubted'ly 'he was approached by Protestants so-cal'led. 
everyone with great deference, because he was the treas- He was returning home from churdh. and reading a 
urer, the ChanceJ.lor of the 'Exchequer, of Candace, Queen passage of the Word o'f God. Sitting in ibis· chariot he read 
of the Ethiopians. 'Philip as sent to speak, not to a little Isaiah the prophet. I suppose, ifirst of 'ail, Philip did not 
street urchin, not to a man down-at-heel, not to a man know What he was doing until he drew near to him, ~ut . 
who 'wants a sandwich, riot to a,man who is under obliga- he saw this great 'Chariot, and the important -man, re.turn~g 
tion to listen lbecause he is at the end of his own resources, from Jerusalem to his queen. Now. listen, do not miss this: 
but to a man Of importance. . - " "The Spirit said unto 'Philqp, Go ne'ar, and join thyself to 

"The poor have the gospel preacihed to them~' very often, this charlot." The angel of the Lord said, "Go toward the 
because it is much easier to preach to a poor man than to . south unto the way that goetlh down 'from Jerusalem unto 
approach some other sort of man. Down in the place Gaza, whkh is desert." Supposing 'Philip ha~ said, "Lord, 
where you work, for example, there is a man who works wiJ:I you please explain why I shou'ld go? W1Q'! you ple~se 
beside you, or a man who works under you, to whom you e~plain to me what advantage there could be. l,~ ~y ~ng 
have borne your wiitness. Did you ever go to the head of . and "wasting my sweetness on ~e .desert air , m. gomg 
the establishment, to the'-man who is right at the very top, where there is no one at aU?" 
'whoever he may be, and bear your witness to hUn? It.may ld h . d 
be easy to hold up a man m a Ford tar and say, "Hold If PhiHp had spent time like that he w?U ave mlsse 
on there, I want to speak to you". But why. do you not his opportunity. He travelled, mark th~s, under - sealed 
hold up. a Rdlls Royce 'as it is going down the 'street. and orders. The angel said. "You go, and when the t~e ,c;omes. 
sa-y, "Stop a' minute, 1 have a message !for you"? It is one you witI know exacdy w'h:at !o do, and ~e~ to do 1t. And 

til ~1... as the ·_1.._-!:ot c"u .. ne a'long 1t may be It drd not occur to thing to go to a little cottage, but quite ano er Lllmg to U1Cl.h ...... 

go to the man who t!hinks he is very-important. I believe if Philip that here was his' opport!l~ity. ~u~ the Spirit. of the 
we are. at· God's command He wil~ send us to all sorts of Lord said, "Here you are, Phll'l'p, thiS 15 your team,' get 
men, to the ..lowest and to the highest, to those of low posi- aboard. Join yourself to thqS chariot." And he did as he 
cion, and to those of exalted· posicion. Your ·duty is to be" was told. 
on the lookout, and if ·the· Lord 'sends you to .some man CJf 
whom you are a bit afraid, remember that you are your 
Master's setVant, and you are divinely commissioned. Do 

III. 

not let anyone make you afraid. 
Then this .man' was a religioUs man. 'ntere are many 

people who are religious, but wh~ are not Christians. 'Many 

Of course, it is the old ptinciple with whioch you.are 
familiar, 'and again I say, it does not need expoundmg, 
'but it does need application. GOD NEVER SENDS US 
AWJlli.FARE AT OUR OWN CHARGES. He never 
sends you' to a man without an i~1ied promise that. He 
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will 'gO with you 'and prepare that man's heart -for your not ex;pounding, -I am applyIng, 'and I want you to do th~ 
testimony. Ph'ilip might ·have said, '·Wel'l, I do. not know same thing. . 
how to begin a conv.ersation; I do not 'know how to break _ "And Phili~p ran thither to'hlim, anj:! heard him read the. 
in upon this man's meditation. I do not know how to .get prophet 'Esaias." When you !find 'a man reading t!he mble 
behind his prejudices to begin a conversation respecting this it Ol:lght to be easy to talk to him. Do not be aifraid to look 
. subject." But the man was already waiting for him! at . your 'Bible' in a pulblic place, do not be afraid to' carry 

I was speaking on this matter once when I was Pastor the mble with you. I have sometimes thought our Salva
of Ade1aJide Street Ohurch, London, at a simple afternoon Ilion Army friends have a great adVantage over us by wea'r
meeting Where a nU'll,lber df women had gathered for !ing the uniform. Of course, it is a disadvantage some times. 
prayer. I said, '''God has H1s plans, and i!f you go out and' I am not suggesting that you carry 'albout a Bible, that it 
do as you are told He will 'lead you here 'and there. If you may be seen, or embroider texts albout your gannents, that 

• obey Him you will always find that behind that door there you go about in any canting way, not that. But let us not 
. is someone wanting to receive you, you will find the way be ashamed of the gospel. . 

has 'been prepared for you, jjf you follow His direction." . . Here was a man who was rea~ing the Scriptu·re, bout who 
There were two women who had come 'in a litUe late, and' did not understand what he read. May I say to you thai: 
as I said that they looked at each other and smiled. When there are many people who read the Scriptures, who do 
I had finished one woman got up and said, "Pastor, may not understand them until the Spi.rit of God touches them, 
I speak?" I said, '~Certainly." "Weill," She said, "I just and the Spirit of God very often uses someone iike Philip 
waI:1t to gi~e a testimony. This afternoon Mrs. So-and-So to lead them into the. truth .. The RusseUites can quote 
and I .{.vent out visiting. We had planned it ·yesterday, and Sicriptu·re by the yard. Christian 'Scientists actually tel1 one 
we 'met at a certain hour and started out together to call that their philosophy is based. upon .the Word of God. 
on two or three people whose names and addresse~ we had. Almost every heresy that curses tlhe church to-day will claim 
As we were going down. a certain street we were passing scriptural warrant for itself. There 'are many people who 
a one-storey house, a sort Of bungalow, 'and I felt imp~ssed read the ScriptuTes who do not understand, and only the 
that 'I ought to go 1nto that house; II turned to Mrs. So- Spirit Of God can ma:ke you understand them. 
and-So and s'aid, 'Let us go in here.' She said, 'But who "Understandest thou what thou readest? How can I, 
lives there?' I said, 'I have no idea, 'but I think we ought eX'Cept some man should guide me? And he desired Phil'ip 
t9 go into tlhis house.' So lfue said, 'AU right, let us go'. that he would come up and sit with him." And the place 

"We rang the door-bell, and presently the door opened. of the. Scripture. wlhich he read was the fifty-third chapter 
A w.oman stood there - 'and we' did not know "what to say. of Isaaah. 'Is '~at not wonderfui? 'Is there a Scripture in 
We did not know how to begin, and for want of something the Old Testament that has more of Christ ~n it; tthan the 
else to say I said, 'We have come !from tlhe Adelaide Street fIfty-third chapter of 'Isaiah? "It is packed full of Christ 
Baptist Church.' 'Oh,' she salid, 'Come in, The Lord must from the first verse to the last. And that was the scripture 
have sent you.' We went in and.found that the woman had tlhat this man had before him. 
been at 'Churdh the Sunday night before, and that 'she had . It may not ··always the 'that you will fhid someone waiting 
not dosed her eyes in sleep .gunday night, Mondav night,.or for you wi\!h an open BIble when you go, but if not with 
Tuesday night _ and this was Wednesday after'noon. She an open Bible, you will find an open mind, and an o.pen 
had not been aJb1e to sleep. She did not not know what to heart, and you will have no d!ifficu1ty in preacliing Jesus. 
do; she did not :know anyone in the dhurch. She wanted to 
be saved, but She did not -know how; and so in sheer des
peration she fell on her knees and .said, 'Oh, Lord, send 

- . someone from that church right alWay.''' She was ready 
for her visitors, they Had a glorious tlime, and she received 
Christ. A little wlhi1e after I baptized her, 'and since I have 
been pastor of this church I heard .of her home-going :to 
be with Christ, after a long iBness, leaving a glorious testi
mony'beh~nd her. 

Those women had no reason, except '''the goings of God" 
UPOIJ. tlheir own Spirit, as Bunyan would s'ay, for going into
that house. But I cite that incident out d£ my own experi
en'Ce to show how God does in this day exactly 'as He did 
in that day wlhen 'He said to Phitip, ""Go lJ.ear, and join 
tlb.yscl£ to this chanC?tY If we respond, there is no li~it 
to the blessing we will have. ' 

IV. 
I shou-ld like to emph~ize this one thiIllg,that PHILI;P 

WAS NOT ALLOWFID TO S'FJNID A PROXY. Go thy-. 
sel!f! He might have said, "I'am gIl'ad that man 'is interested, 
and 'I will go home to Samaria- and see if Peter and John 
will not pay him a visit"! There are some people who are 
always ready to !find someone e1se somethling to do inste'ad 
of doing it themselves. We must obey promptly, on the· 
minute. "Join thyself"! You have S()me specilll qua!ification 
for that particular task or God would not have g~ven: ~t 
to you. Now go and do.as you are ~ld. Again I S'~y I am 

V. 
Philip '~an at the. same scripture and PREACHED 

UNTO IHIiM JESUS." I want you young people to learn 
to be ready at any time. I want you so to fiB your minds 
with Scripture that, no matter what emergency you may 
meet, ·you will be 'able to begin "at that same scripture" 
and preach Jesus. There is not a S'cripture in the Old .or 
New Testaments that does not 'lead to Christ. 

I remember going witlh Dr. Dixon once, 'years ago, to a 
Ch~cago Bible Conlfe~nce.· I got in from tlhe train, and 
sat at the back of the bui.lding. He called me up and said 
"Just sit down beside me." I said, "I have not to spea:k at 
t!his meeting, have I?" He replied, '~I have no idea When' 
you are to speak, but be ready to spe-:rk at any time." He 
said, "I used to work with M~y, and he would say ·to 
me, '~ixon, have it 'a!lways on tap!'" Be ready any minute; 

. no matter where you are called on, or when you· are called 
on, ·see that you can speak. 

I hope you students wiH leaTIl: so to store your minds with 
Sct.ipture that you wiU always be able to speak. Of course 
it is well if you have time tho.rougihly to prepare yourself 
for public addresses, but surely we ought to !be able at any 
time to·speak 'aibout Christ, to tell people how ~!be saved. 
He ''began at the same scripture, 'and preached untp him 
Jesus.". . 
; Incidentally; when you find the New Testament quoting 
a :passage f:-om the Old Testament. and interpreting it, 
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accept that interpretation .as finall. I do not care what ali 
the critlics say about the fif.ty-third cilapter of Isaiah as 
being a description of the suffering servant, and all the rest 
of it. It would not 'disturo me for a moment if all the 
critics on earth were to say the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah 
did not refer to Ghrist. 'I should say, "You are all 'wrong, 
every one df you. You know nothing, because the New 
Testaplent says it foretells the suffering. of our Lord - and 
the New Testament is never wroIl!g." The Word of .God 'is 
never wrong. Philip, under the inspiration Of the Spirit of 
God, and later Lu:ke in writing thy im;piration, said the fifty
third chapter o'f Isaiah was a picture of Chnst; and it is 
a good text if we want one to -preadh the gospel from. 
You young people, take·that.principle, and no matter what 
anyone says, when once the "Bible has s·poken, let that be 
the final word in alll subjects. 

"And he began .... and preached unto him Jesus. And 
as '1!hey went on their way" - I know what 'Philip said 
about Jesus Christ. Of course he told the eunuch He was 
born in Beth1ehem; he told him of His miraculous life, of 
His sacrif,idlil death, Of His resurrection and ascension, he 
told him of the com~ng o'f the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, that 
Jesus. Christ ,is at the right hand of God, making inter
cession for us. He must have tOld him 'alil' that, that this 
prophecy 'from the Old Testament was fulifitled in Christ, 
and. that He was wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities, and so on. 

VI. 
And the Ethiopian said, "See, here is water; WHAT 

DOrn HIN1DFJR. ME TO BE BAPTIZED?" I wonder 
how he knew anything a:bout it? I wonder how he knew 
anything aIbout ibaptism? I do. not believe :it is possrble for 
any man faithfully to prea!ch Jesus Christ without. telling 
everybody to whom he preaches that ·it is everybody's duty, 
without 'any exception, When he believes on Christ, to be 
baptized,. I care not for the Methodist Church, the United 
Churdh, the Episcopalian Church, the Roman Catholic 
Church. That :is not the point. 'But one cannot preach 
Jesus Christ in His fulness as Saviour and Lord, His death, 
His burial, His resurrection, His absolute 'lordslhip, without 
telling eVery ma:n that it is his duty to ta'ke God's word at 
its falCe va:lue, and do as he is toid. Be baptized! I make 
noa:pology for !it 'at ·a~l. It is in the Book, and that is what 
Phi~ip did. 
. And the man . said, "Is it necessary to salvation?" No!_ 
He did not say that at all. He said, "Is. there any hindrance? 
Is there any reason why I should n~tavail myself of this 
privilege? Is there. any reason why I should not be buried 
with Christ, and raised again to walk in newness of fife ?" 
That is the way in which to approach it. Is there anything 
to hinder? iI am ready. 

Philip saJid, "Only your own heart..f:itness can hinder you. 
If you believe with aU your hea:rt you may." The eunuch 
said, "I bel~eve that Jesus Christ of Whom you have t_old 
me just now, Who lived in Bethlehem, 'and wrought among 
the People, Who died at the place called Calvary, Who 
rose again, and went to heayen - I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son Of God, and that the Old Testament was 
fu1mQed in Him." "AU right," said ~hi'lip, "you may be 
baptized." "Wen,. let us have it now." "Oh, a week 4ater; 
a month later; we will think 'it over"! "No, now!" "And 
he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went 
down both into the water, both Philip 'and the eunuch; 
and he baptized him. And when' they were come up out 
of the water,. the Spirit of 1jhe Lord caught away Philip." 

Evidently the Spirit of tl,le 'Lord 'approved of what Ph!ilip 
. had done:. He was sti:ll there. He approved of what the 
eunuch had done: He was stin there. "And the Spirit 01 
the Lord caught away 'PhiHp, that the eunuch saw him 
no more: and he went on his way rejoicing." I shoU'ld think 
he would, when he had heard albout Jesus, 'and yielded his 
heart and ~ife in o'bedience to Him. lot 'is no wonder he 
went on his way rejoicing! 

That is tthe way to preach the gospel: t~ke that chapter 
and do as you are told, and the blessing ~f the Lord 'will 
be upon you .. 

Let us pray: 
We thank Thee, Lord, f~r the simplicity of Thy Word; it 

is so simple that even a child can understa~d it. Help us all 
to be like Philip, obedient to Thy Spirit, and to the direction 
of Thine angels. Help those who hear our testimony to be 
like this Ethiopian, and receive it with a ready heart, and 
gladly and' joyously to obey Thy commandments. Bless us 
for Thy name's sake, Amen. . 

January 12, 1930. 

THE WEEK-END SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET 

During the week-end of September 26th to 30th it was 
our privilege to enjoy the unique ministry of Rev. Isaac 
D. E. Thomas, pastor of Ohristmas Evans Memoriaq Bap
tist Ohurch, Caernarvon, W'ales, and Mrs. Frances Mon
Jom~s, harpist and sweet singer from Wa:1.es. Mrs. Mon
Jones has 'won the premier award at the famous Royal 
National Eisteddfod of Wales four times. Mr. Thomas 
visited .this country in 1954wheri on tour to mark the 
semi-centenary df the Welsh Revival of 1904. As on that 
occasion, his messages were mar-ked by sincerity and a 
spiritual fervour as he alb'ly expounded 1Jhe Word of God. 
depending solely upon the Holy SpirJit to drive the mes
sage home to hearts. Mrs. Mon-Jones contributed much 
to the. services by her skilfu1 playing upon the harp of 
heaven'ly sound and by her ·tender singing of the songs of 
praise unto the Lord. it was a joy to welcome Mrs. 
Thomas also. 

A iarge company were present on Thursday evening to 
hear the inspiring message by Mr. Thomas, based on 1 
Kings 18:44, "Behold there ariseth 'a 'little oloud out of 
the' sea, like a man's hand." It is the duty of tlhe prophet 
of the Lord to observe 'the douds on the horizon ln his own 
day and to interpret the meaning of ~he same. There is a 
cloud 'in the dffing .in this world· to-day. It represents one 
of three things. I t may be the cloud df Ruination for the 
World. Fear is on every side. Our God, however, sits as 
King at the flood. AU power is in His hand, and He alone 
wil~ determline When and how this earth shall be destroyed. 
That c'loud may hera.Id Revival for the Ohurch. Revivals 
come suddenly, unexpected'ly, as in England in the 18th 
centllry 'and in Wales in 1904. AgaJin, it may be a sign 
of the Return of the King. The Lord Jesus Ghrist will 
come again "in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory." How do we react to that truth? Some are aIraid 
of it, some scorn it, some treat ·it with indi'fference, lethargy 
and apathy. As when our Lord came the first time, in 
religious circles there is much activity, much m'achinery -
committees, World Council and the like. The leaders cry, 
''The Kingdom of God is a:t hand," but they are not _ex
pecting Him. There IS noth'ing in this world to-day that 
makes sense., if Christ does not return. Truth will not aqways 
be on the scalflfoldand wrong on the throne. When He 
comes, wrong will be on the scaffold and truth will be on 
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t!he t!hrone. The cloud. as we see may _ be the glimpse of 
His advent feet. ' 

On Friday moming 'Mr. ThOmas addressed the Chapel 
seryice at Toron_to -Baptist Seminary, giving an inspiring 'and 
!!hought-proy-ok!ing study <;,f the methods employed by the 
apostles when they -"turned the world upside down" (Acts 
17: 6) . This was foUowed bya lecture on "Welsh Re-
vivaJls", and the hearts of aU were thrilled. : 

Th:e Sunday. services were marked by a holy enlhusiasm 
and Joyiful ·pralse. In the morning hOUT, the Bible School 
srcholars present, even the smaller ones who occupied the 
gallery, listened with keen attention to the lovely tones of 
the harp, 'as played Iby Mrs. ''Mon-Jones, and aiso to, her 
fin.e singiI!g an~ simple test.imony, given eSpeC~ally with the 
chIldren m mmd. She qmte won the hearts 01£ the boys 
and girls: _ - _ 

In his mess'age 'COncerning the generation Of Jesus Christ 
(IMatt. 1: 1) Mr. Thomas described four of t!he names of 
our SaVoiour, names which give adornment to that register. 
He was. the Son of David, the King, great David's greater 
Son, bemg descended from David on His mother's side and 
also on Joseph's side. IRe had every d-aim to the throne 
qf.His people; 'indeed, a more legitimate-claim than He1"Qd, 
who was not even a Jew. He was a King in nature 'and 
He d~splayed Kingly powers over disease- death- and dem
ons. He was 'also the Son of Abraham thus:a fuB member 
Of the Hehrew race. Again, He was th~ Son of Adam being 
true Man. The first heresy df the church arose through 
denial of the truth 'COncerning our Lord's true human 
nature and true Divine nature. ,-

But chiefly, Jesus Christ was the SOn of God. This was 
His -proper title. Simon Peter s'aid, "Thou art the Christ, 
tl?e Son of the living God" (Matt. 16: 16). This is the core 
and the essence of faS.th. Christ was truly God and truly 
Man. He hungered as a -·man, yet as God fed the multi
tudes. He pa~d tribute, ·yet as Creator, the whole world 
belonged to Him. As man, 'he wept at 'the grave of Lazarus 
and yet, 'as God, He will dry a1l tears. His enemies said 
that He had a devil, but He had power to cast out devils. 
He wa~ 'led as a sheep to the slaughter, and yet, He is the 
good Shepherd. 'Let us bow oown before H~m and c6nifess 
Him, as our Saviour and Lord. ,He alone C'an give eternal 
Hfe. 'We cannot be saved by" good works, or by depending 
upon anyon~, such as the Virgin 'Mary, for satvation. Christ 

, Himself is the only way to ~..' , 
The Sunday evening service was 'a poweIful one. In

spi~ by _th~ !fine music rend~~d by 'Mrs. Mon-Jones by 
har-p' 'an~ VOIce, 'the congregatIon sang t4e great hymns ,of 
praIse WIth great delight. Techni-ca1 difficu:lties interfered 
with the Ibroadcast'ing Of this service' over station CHWO 
OakviUe (1250), but this condition should be remedied 
sq that the service may be broadcast as usual- next Sunday 
evening, 7.30-8.30. J ' 

Rev. Isaac Thomas preached a fine sennoh on the New 
Birth,' taking as 'his text, "Therefore if anv man be in 
Christ, be is 'a new creation:' (2 Cor. 5: 17). The same 
problem faces us' from age to age, the-problem Of human 
nature. . Can human nat,ure be ch-anged? The prisons are 
fuU; we are farced ~th juveIii1le, adolescent and 'adult de
linquency. The judge and the warden:of the jai1 say. that 
human nature may be cUl'bed; the psychiatrist that' it CllIll 

'be improved. Can the low!'!St become the best? In the 
Book of Acts, in the time, of the early c'hurch an,d the 
apostles, we have the record o~ changed .Jives, changed from 
vi'le to holy, from cruel to kmd, from drunken to sober, 

'from lost to saved. A'C'COrding to the Bible man' must ·be 
changed. M-an is !by nature a sinner: "All hav~ sinned." 
What md our human natqre do with the best Person this 
world 'has ever seen? 'Men jeered 'at Him taunted Him 
crowned Him with thorns, 'spat upon His f~e, nailed H~ 
to the cros~ 'and crucified Him. If we art? aH ,right as we 
are, wlhy dId God send His Son? It was because human 
nature must be changed. How can it be changed? "If any 
man be in- Christ, 'he is a new 'creanon." He is a new person 
~ltoget!her. There must :be spiritua!l identification with 
Ohrist, we must be' "in Christ". .-

\Yhat d~ this,mean in tenns of daIly life? It means a 
changed mmd. We then have rt!he mind of Christ we are 
tr~ormed by' the renewing of our 'mind. We re~n from 
a different premise. Here is the test: Are you able to accept 
-t~e ~ths of God 'as revealed in the ']~~ble. Ocl.y by a re
b.Irth. c~ we. unde.rstand 1hese truths. The intelligentsia 
fmd.It ImJ>Os.s~e, S'lnce they cannot believe ~n original sin, . 
the ,.mcarnation, the atonement, or the second. advent of 
Chr'Ist. These t!h!ngs are never revealed to the intellect' but 
to the believing, heart. The God Of this world has bli~ded 
the 'hearts ~ m~n. On!Jy when the mind is changed can',man 
understand these verities. . 

. A new creature in Christ has a changed h~drt; he feels 
~iffc:rentlr. Chris~ catl~d two discip'les; Matthew the phb
bean, traI'tOr to hlS -country, petform!ing the service of an' 
oppressor, and Simon 1lhe Zealot, a patriot. At one time 
these two -could have murdered one another, but in C'hrist 
they ,came to love one another. ,Ghrist can melt the hard-
ened heart. ' ' 

The new creature in Christ wiI1 have a thanged -~ill. 
He acts .differently, he maKes new decisions. He is con
troHed and !fashioned according to the will of Christ and 
of God. How is the will changed? 'In Ohris~. This is a 
fac~.; there .is n? -argument, no discussion. It has h~ppened 
agaIn and agli!ln. The toudb Of our Saviour has 'still its 
angent power, and His ann is not' shortened that it cannot 
save to-day, as of old. Will you come to Christ? He ,will 
malke yo'! _ a new _ creature, so that you, will never be -the 
same agaIn. " 

()n Monday ~vening, Rev:. I. ,Thomas and Mrs. Mon
Jones co~ducted a service of music, enjoyed Iby a large 
congreg-d.1lon. ~t hymns. of the nations were beautifuUy 
sung 'and played on the harp by Mrs. Mon-Jones, while -.. he 
interesting -and' ins,trucrive comIp-ents were niade by Mr. 
Thomas: The gro!l'P singing ~ the many Welsh' people in 
the 'audIence, praIsmg God WIth such sweet tones as are 
peculiar to '-the 'Welsh,' added much -to the service. The 
~ho'le ~s~b1y entered most heartily into the congrega
tIonal smgmg. The Lord was honoured in t'he music and 

. in the message df ,the Gospel, prodaJimed so clearly through
out the eve'ning. -In all, this was a mos~ uplifting experience 
for alii wlho were preseilt. ' . 
, At this fina'l -l?ervice conducted by our Welsh friends 
Dr. ,Sl'a!de, the eSteemed Pastor Of Jarvis Street Church 
expressed to 'our visitors the 'lihanks Of the -chuTch member~ 
and friendS for rt!he gracious ministry exercised in our midst 

. ,t'hese last few days. Our prayers will' accompany 'Mr, '~d 
~rs. Thqmas and Mrs. ~on-Jones as, they' journey" to 
~hstant 'parts. ' ' 

,". '." -O.:J.,.C. 

- In 'proPo,ttion ,as' a man grows' ~n grace he~1 feel his 
dependence upon God. God will be -more wOnderful and 
self wilI be more distrusted and detested. 

1 

I 

1 
I 

, ~ 
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Violence at Little ··Rock 
rJ"'HE sohool ·issue at .Little Rock, Arkansas, is part of t'he 
.!. larger problem of integration of whites and non-whites, 
which appears in Africa as weill· as in America. That it is 
highly complex none can deny. It may involve economic, 
social and mora:! values. The entry of negroes into a dis
triot often· has led ·to a decline ~n property value and sug
gest'll to some the danger Of slum conditions. Alleged lower 
morality and a poorer cultural !heritage encourage trepicla
ti.OD albout a resulting decline in these standards affecting 
all. Freer association among young people may Jead to an 
increase tn the number of mixed marriages, With conse
quent embarrassment to future generations. Integration is 
be~t with Countless difficulties, but pedI3ipS these are not 
as insoluble as is suggested .. 

As the whole issue is 'integrally associated witih human 
sin 'and depraviity we may expect in the Holy Scriptures 
principles of guidance, which can influence not only theory 
but conduct. 

I. 
. 'The Bible clearly teaches the Adamic 'Headship of the 

human 'face. The negroes are not a lower 'form Of animaJ 
life . .on a radio 'broadcast from Central High Schooi, Little 
Roc'k .• tlhis 'week a ma!le stUdent contemptuously dismissed 
the idea that negro .students should expect to be. treated as 
human beings. One feelstlhat slavery, ~hlch, by the way, 
is a reproa:chon the whites rather than ~ on the colourec;l, 
has ~ngrained the idea into many mindS that rhe negro 
is an advanced brute. ,But the Apostle Paul can make the 
quotation, "For we are alsO his Offspring" (Acts 17 :28), 
app1y to the unconverted df Athens as well as unto the 
converted Jews. The modernistic 'COncept Of the Father
hood df God and the Brotherhood of man is only a distor
tion of the truth. In the realm df nature, as opposed to 
that" Qf Grace, it reIOOJins a fact. Negro as well as white in 
this tHmited sense is an offspring of God. A despising of 

, Pulblicans 'and Samaritans ever incurs the wrath of Christ, 
and so must contempt for the "nigger". 

1'1. 
l1he Bible clearly teaches rhe worth of the individual 

S(l;·l. Calvary !is the yardstick by which it is measured. The 
words of the c!hildren'S'chorus come floating back: -

. Jesus loves the little cbilldren, ' 
. AU the children of ·the world, 
Red and yellow~ black and white, 

They are precious.in His sight; 
Jesus loves the little .children of the world. 

Surely an extension may legitimately 'he made to include 
parents. So the soul df "Black tHam" is as precious as that 
Of !!he "W4ite Trash" th3lt would, 'if unchecked, iynch him. 
What a glorious' diViine comment on the worth of a negro's 
!IO~d is tihe recaU of Phil\ip :from the multitudes of whites 
in Samaria for personal evangelism to one emasculated 
Ethiopian. 

HI: 
The· Bible· dearly· teaches that spirit is more important 

than' body, hence .Chnst can a.'I'Sert: '~It 'is promtalble for 
tfhee that one df thy members should perish, and not that 
thy ,whole body should be cast unto hen" (lM'att. 5: 30) .. 
To discriminate against a man because' df stature or pig-

ments of the skin is nqt only .cruelly unjust but violently 
opposed to Scripture. Dare anyone ·then assert that t!he 
souls of these coloured brethren are in any way inferior ·to 
others? Coloured believers sha\;l come from the east, and 
from the west, 'and from the north, and from the south, 
and shall! sit down in the kingdom of God, whlle many of' 
Aryan extraction shal'l be banlished into outer darkness. 

IV. 
, Tnen in Christ "there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female." 
(Gal. 3: 28) Peter had to !be ~ithstood for sinnil1g against 
Christ's brethren in no longer' associating with Genti1es, 
after 'Certalin came from James. That which would divide 
tihe Household of Faith must be shar.ply condemned. Is 
ihe body of Christ to be sihattered by the cries: C<I am of 
Shem", "I am of Ham", "I 'am of Japheth"? This being 
the case, may one not wonder why in the Baptist country 
of the Southern States church integration did not precede 
sChool integration? . 

The danger in Arkansas is not just a threat to iocall order, 
not just a ,threat to the union df !!he States of America, not 
just a weakening of Western defence. It 'Could also add fuel 
to the fires of nationa;l:ism which 'a!lready are making many 

. countries too. warm for Westerners. rrhe opposition to inte
grationthen is not only unscriptura:l, it ~ futile in a world 
predominantly coloured and it is highly dangerous. 

G. ADAMS 

EVAN.GELISTIC CAMPAIGN AT CENTRAL, 
A week of Evangetistic Meetings will be he1d at Central 

Baptist Church, OssiIllgton at HaJl'am, Toronto, from Octo
ber 6th 'to 11th. Rev .. Bert Acheson, a former member of 
.Central, wiN be conducting the meetings. At each service 
tihere will be special musi~ and singing, graciously provided, 
by some of the talented members of Jarvis Street Baptist 
Ohurch. The pastor, Rev. G. Adams, reports that these 
meetings wiH follow a week of chiMren's meetings con
ducted thy Mr. Roger Green, a student 'at Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, 

OCTOBER IS "BIBLE SCHOOL MONTH" 
Octulber is -Bible School'Montih in Jarvis Street Baptist 

Ohurch. Every effort is being made to enlarge and promote 
!!he Bi'ble School during this month. Any visitors to Tor
onto over the Thanksgiving !ho'liday would be welcome to 
attend Bible School. There will be a conducted tour 
tihrough the Bible Sch001 for those mterested ea'Ch Sunday 
morning at 10 minutes to 10, meeting in tlhe Concourse. 
Readers of THE GoSPEL WITNESS in the Toronto area are 
urged to visit our Bilble 'School during "Bible School 
Month". Inifants are cared for by' a very competent nursery 
staff, while there are Bible School da.~ses for all others. 
Bible 'School :begins 'at 9.45 a.m., following which the entire 
Sc.'~ool.attends·the'morning service at 11.00. 

COMING NEXT WE'EK 
An important' article by Oheste~ ·E. Tulga, D.O., entitled 

"The .Fundamentalism of Yesterday, the Evimge1ica'lism of 
To-Day and the FundamentaHsm of To-Morrow." 
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The Bible Doctrine: o'f Sin 
By Dr. C. D. Cole 

Dean Emeritus of Toronto Baptist Seniinary 

I.' THE NATURE OF SIN 

SIN. is a patent' fact -' its reality does not need to be 
argued. Sin [s a fact Of experience, of observation, and 

of revelation. Sin is sometning 'I feel in my own heart; it is 
something I see in others, even in my best friends and ioved 
ones; 'and it is something revealed in t!h.e mble. 'J1he po}irCe
man pursues it, the physician prescribes for it, the ~aw 
discovers ~t, conscience condemns it, God contrdls and pun
ishes it, 'and yet nobody 'likes to own it. But as a matter of 
fact, sin ~s aH that anyone owns; he is a steward of every
thing else he ~ay possess. Obvious as sin is, there is a prone
ness to treat it like some folks treat their relatives; it is 
ignored and even denied. 

'SIN may 'be defined, but it cap.not be e~plained. To 
explain sin ,is to explain it 'away. How sin got started in 
the universe is a prOfound mystery. It had no place in the 
original crea~on, whicl1 God pronounced gooc;l. -Sin is a 

,.paraSite, an interloper, an outlawceH in the moral system, 
and a terrible monstrosity. 'Sin made its appearance on 
earth 'in 'a garden of delights, after it pad defiqed ,the heav
ens;, 'and turned this fair earth into a wilderness of woe. 
In the original creation we read' only df h~~ven and earth, 
:but later we are told .of everlasting fire, preDared for the 
devil and his angels. • 

siN lis' a cheat, ~,deceiver, and a destroyer. It promises 
pleasure ap.d pays dff in pain; it promises life and pays off 
in death;' 'It promises profit and pays off in poverty - th~ 
loss 'of alI good. !Every sin 1S committed for profit, and no 
one wouid sin if he :did not think it would profit .in some 
form or other. There is profit in sin, but it is short-lived. 
Moses took the long look 'and made the wise choice; he 
chose t~ su41fera'ff.liction with_.the people of God, rather 
than enJoy the pleasures of sin for a season, he esteemed 
the reproach of Cht.ist greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt. He made his choice in view df the day of judgment. 

';SIN is d~gerous beyond expres~ion and description. 
Sin is viola'llion of vile moral 'law of God, and violated law 
cries out for just retribution.' Sin is aga;inst God, the Judge 
of a:II t'he earth, 'and must be accounted for before God. 
Ct.ime is against human society. Human society may and 
does punish crime, but only God can punish sin. Human 
society m'ay faJiI t? "punish the 'criminal, but God will not 
fatl to punish the sinner who is without a Saviour. AI1 crime 
against men is also s:in against God, but alI sin against God 
is not crime against men. Human society punishes men 
for what they do; God punishes men for what rhey are 
and in proportion to what they do. Every sinner wHI either 
be punished' 'in his own person or 'in the person of a Sure'ty 
and Substitute, even the 'Lord Jesus Christ, the Surety of 
the better tovenant. The only posSJ."ib1e way !for any sinner 
to .be brought into the favor Of, God as the Lawgiver was 
for Christ the Just to suffer for t!he unjust'(1 Peter 3:18). 

, I; 
,False Definitions of Sin 

1. Modernism: "Sin is good in t!h.e mak,ing." John Fiske 
(1842-1901) ,says that origin'aI sin is' neither more nor less 

tihan the brute inheritance Which 'every man carries with 
Him, and the process of evolution is an advance towards 
true sa'lvation. According to·th'is view' the human race is 
on the way'to salvation; there is no hope for the individual; 
the ra:ce will be saved wh~n the' process of evolution has 
made it perfect. It is 'like the process of improving the 
razor-back hog by ibreeding. According to tMs view there 
is no individual respons~bi'lity, and therefore no individual 
salvation. 'Poor hope Ifor, vile individual who cries oui:, What 
must I do to be saved? Cold war everywhere, 'and shooting 
'Wars in var.ious places, with terrib'le consequen'Ces to human 
happil'l:essand safety, give the lie to the evolutionary pro
cess of salvation. 

2. Christian.Science: '''Sin is a mere figment of a per
verted imagin'ation - 'an imaginary creation o'f abnormal 
minds." In other words, sin doeS not actua:lly exist; it is not 
a reaJity. Some people just imagine they sin, and this im
agination is 'a disease of the mind. The man Who is con
victed of sin is unbalanced,and the man who mourns over 
sin 'and seeks. forgiveness from, God is tenlibly insane. Such 
nonsense is refuted by science, and Scripture, and common 
sense. Whe.n the 'prodiga!l came to himself he said, "I have 
sinned." The insane man is the one who denies the fact 
df sin. "If we say that we have no~ sinned, ,we make Him 
a liar, 'and His word is not 'in us" (1 Jno. 1: 10). 

3: The Popular View regards sin,as only crime against 
society., Sinners are young men sowing Wi1d oats, prostitute 
women, murderers, and gangsters. Some sixty' or more' years 
ago the Japanese resented the preaching df Paul Kanamori. 
They compiained that he tatlked to them as if he were an 
dHicial talk'ing to convi'Cts. They confounded 'sin with vice; 
they 'could not distinguish Ibetween sin and crime. 'Every 
person is a sinner, but all are not vicious or criminals. 
There are many virtuous women, but no sin;Jess .women. 
There 'are many law-'albiding men, but no sinless men. 
There are manybeautiiful ba~ies, but no baby without a 
sinful nature (Ps. 51':5; 58':3; Eph. 2:1-3) .. 

H. 
Some True Definitions,of Sin 

1. Westminster Confession:' '~Sin is any qack of conform
ity to, or transgression of the 'law of God." This is a good 
definition 'and includes 'both sins of commission and of 
omission. The moral iaw of God - the eternal standard 
df right and wrong - is summed up in supreme love to 
God and to our neighbour as ourse'lves. 

2. A. H. Strong: "Sin is, any lack of conformity to the 
law of God, whether in act, disposition, or state.'" This is 
a better definition, since it recognizes sin as a condition of 
human nature. S'in resides in the heart,; it is a quality of 
being. . 

3. The Apostle .John: "Sin is the ,transgression of the 
law" '(1 Jno: 3:41»; or, more Hteratlly, "Sin is lawlessness". 
There can Ibe no sin where there is no law. If there is no 

.Lawgiver to Whom we must give account, then there can 
be nO'sin, for sin is 1awlessness. 

.1 

! , 
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Missing the ,/Mark . 
There is 'a ·Bible word which 'means, "to miss the mark", 

and it is translated ''sin'' some 200 times' in our Bible. Man 
has missed the mark - he has missed the purpose o'f his 
being. Man was crea!ted to reflect the glory of his Creator, 
but he has missed 'tlhis aim and 'has become short of the 
-glory of God. Man is like a clock that !fails to tell the time 
of day; he is ~ike a car that won't run; he is Hke coal that 
won't burn. Man is a failure in· the greatest and grandest 
enterprise - he has failed to glorify God. 

Man Is Off~Centre 
There is another word used to describe sin which -means 

"to turn aside 'from the straight path". This 'conception of 
sin is ~preSsed in Psa~m 78:'57, where God complains lhat 
.Israel has turned 'aside like 'a deceiffu1lbow. And again in 
Isaiah. we are told that aU li:ke sheep have gone astray, and 
turned every one to his own ·way., 'Man is o'f:f-centre. Instead· 
of revolving around God, and makqng God's ,will his chief 
delight, man 'has become a wandering star in tlhe moral 
fil~mamen~t. 

Competition with God 
Sin may be defined as· competition with God for sover

eignty - competlition in the rea:lm of authority. This view 
of sin ,is seen ,in tlhe story of the first sin, as recorded in 

, Genesis three. The word "sin" does not ottur in the ac
count;' but the fa:ct of sin does, and the nature o'f sin is 
also clearly revealed. Satan told Eve that ~f they woU'ld 
eat of the fOlhidden fruit, their eyes Would be opened, and 
they would become as God, knowing good and evil. And 
when the deed was done, God sald, '~BeJhold, 1!he man is 
become as one of us, to know good and evil" (Gen. ,3: 2~a), 

Now, in what sense did man become 'like God by sin 
ning? Obviously, it was J;lot in respect to 'Character, for ill 
sinning he lost the good chara:cter with which he was 
created. Nor 'can it mean that man acquired the Divine 
attributes such as power, hol'.iness, and wisdom. In sinning 
man lost tbe power to live, and died; he lost his original 
holiness and became filthy or depraved; and he lost' the 
wi.sdom of his original creation and became. a fool. Sin 
brought death, depravity, and delusion. Sin is consummate 
folly. 

The only possible sense 'in wthi'dh man became like God 
was in spirit 'and a:im - not in real~ty. -Adam and Eve 
asserted their. independence of God; they -wouM make their 
own laws 'and do as they pleased. They rebelled against His 
will for dieir 'lives; they rejected His e~pressed will for what 
t?ey could have. They wou:ld determine (know for them
selves) what is good and ewl - what is right 'and wrong. 
They would no longer be 'hound by God's word about what 
they could do. They would be a 'law unto themselves and 
do 'as they pleased. They wou'ld do tlhat which was right 
in their own eyes. Thus they entered .into competition with 
God Ifor I!Overeignty. In spirit 'and aim they made th~mselves 
God. They would m'ake their own wiU supreme. 

Every sin is competition with God in 'the ,realm of au
tho·rity. If I have tlhe right to detel'lIline what is right and 
wrong, then I 'am God - I am supreme· in the matter of 
authority . .sin is, therefore, a dec1aration- of independence 
before God, and this means war, !for God ·has said, "I am 
God, and there is none else" (Isa; 46: 9). And again, "Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me" (Ex: 20: 3). Great 
Britain could do little aIbout it when the American Col
onies deClared their independence - 9he ~ost the war. But 
there ,is mu'C!h God can do witlh His rebellious c'reatures. 

The sitfIier is waging a hopeless war against his Creator. 
God is "a jea10us God and wiill tolerate no riva'ls or com
petitors. God is the one and only person in 3111 the universe 
who has the right and the aibility to do as He pleases. He 
is the only one who has the right to 'act for His own glory. 
All that God does, whether 'in mercy or in jusbice, is to the 
praise o'f His glory. Salvation is pr.imarily to the praise of 
His'g~ory (Epb.: 1:1-14). 

III. 
The Reality of Sin 

Is sin real? Ask Adam and hear him bemoan his qoss of 
Eden. Is sin real? Ask Cain and hear him cry, "'My,pun
ishment is gre'ater than I can 'bear." Is sin real? Ask Abel. 
He cannot speak, but h~s blooo cries to God for vengeance 
against his murder:er. Is sin rea'!? Ask Dav!id and hear him 
say, "I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever ' 
before me." Is sin real? Ask the ridh man in hell and 
listen as he says, "I 'am tormented in jjhis flain~." Is !lin 
real? Ask Plharadh and hear him say, "I have sinn!!d," 
when he discovered a dea:d boy in every home and a dead 
animal in every stalble throughout aU the 'land of' Egypt, 
Goshen eJOCepted because of the Mood of the passover lamb. 
Is sin rea:!? Ask Peter and hear his confession: "Depart 
from me for I am a sinful man." Is sin real? Ask Christian 
parents and hear them as they pray for their god1ess 
children. Is sin real? A~k the Son of God and hear ,Him 
as He cries out under its terrible 'load, "'My God, my God, 
why hast Thou 'forsaken me?" Is sin real? Ask the m:ar
tyrs, and let them tell you the price they paid !for resisting 
S1n unto blood. 

The ho'lier a man is the more he rea'Fizes what sin is. 
The acts of sin 'are fewer on the part Of those who grieve 
over the state Ohin. A. J. Gordon, 1!he great Baptist preach
er of 'Boston, was a godly man, and yet just befo~e he died" 
he asked to be left alone. He was overheard confessing his 
sins so extravagantly th'at it was thought he was in delirium. 
Luther. was wont to cry out, "Oh, my Sins, my sins!" Jona-. 
than Edwards was sand to be the holiest man of his day, 
and yet his diary contains such abhorrence of himself as 
would ,riJ.'ake one thin'k he was the most wicked of all. ' 

The Potentiality of Sin 
Sin as an act of transgression is on'ly 'a small part of sin. 

Nine-tenths of the, mass of an iceberg is below th!! surface, 
so that only a smaN part of the tota'! is seen. And there is 
far more sin in every man than ever appears on the sudace 
in 'actua'l transgression. The potentiial evil is about the 
same ,in every man; the 'BIble says there is no difference, 
for aN have sinned. I!f we ,have not sinned outwardly as 
much as others, it is due to the restraining grace of God, 
and not to anytlhi~g good in our nature. When our Lord 
said !!hat out Of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, 'fornkations, the'fts, false witness, 'and blasph
emies, He was not describing any particular heart but :the 
heart of every man .. When Paul sa'id that the carn'aI mind' 
was enmity 'igainst God, He was speaking of the mind of 
humanity. 

Salvation Through a Co-Operant 
The- sinner is God's competitor; ·the S'aV'iouris God's 

co-operant. The :fiirst Adam competed wil1h GOd for sov
ereignty 'and ruined all of us; the -last Adam, Jesus Ohrist, 
c~-operated witlh God for our salvation. The first Adam 
said, "I will"; the last Adam said, "Not my wm, but Thy 
wiN be done." The 'first Adam despised the will of God; 
the last Adam sa!id, "I deligiht to do Thy win, 0 God." 
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. And God's will lIed Him along the rough road of suffering 
through gloomy Gethsemane to bloody Calvary, where He 
cried, "It is finished." AU men are victims of the terrible 
tragedy of Eden; all believers are vlictors through tlhe 
tragedy of Oa~v'ary .. And may writer and reader bow in . 
adoring wonder! 

GREETINGS FROM A SEMINARY GRADUATE 
IN THE FR.ENCH ARMY 

Eleve Grade Pourret, lere Section-Groupe B 
CI Cambe~ta, SP-87-227 
Afrique du Nord, September 22nd, 1957. 

Dear Dr. Stade, 
Just a 'few words to tell you that my mind Often goes 

across the ocean to the great churdh of which you are 
pastor. Again, I want to tell you what a blessing it has been 
for me to .spend so many years among the Jarvis street 
Church people. 'I have been, and still am, a debtor to every 
one. Throughout t!he mpnths and years spent in the Sem
inary rooms, I have come to' realize a Httle what a great 
God we have, what a rich Book He has writ~en fol," us, 
and What'a misera!ble sinner I <\lD. As I shaH surely never 
forget the happy and fruitlful days of ,my Seminary train
ing, please convey my hearty thanks to the trustees of the 
institution so dear to their hearts. 

I have not had any holidays since I 'landed on ·the French 
soil; far from it! Of course, it was a great joy for me to be 
with my ownl!-gain, to renew contacts with my church and 
its pastors. I 'found quite a few changes, especia:lly among 
the young people. TtJ,e little ones 'I used to teac!h in Sunday 
School are now born again and baptized. The services are 
very well"attended - thirty-five new members having been 
adm~tted into·the church fe'llowship during the past years. 
New families have come from A!}geria and Tunisia, having 
had to leave 1!hese countries on account o'f the insecurity 
rhere, and have joined the churdh. . 

Part of the month of August I spent in one ~'f our Swiss 
chuTChes left without a pastor. At the beginning of Sep
tember I had the privjlege to meet Mr: Buhler and his 
faithful a'lsistant, Etienne Huser, at Muiihou~, and attend 
the first meeting of our biennial Conference of French
speaking Baptist churches. Unfortunately I had to leave 
the same night for Oran,. A'igeria, where I am now stationed 
as a soldier Of the French army. I,t is quite possible that I 
may spend the entire two years over here - which is not 

·a very encouraging thought. However, I am convinced that 
the truth of Romanll 8: 28 stJiH applies to my ·case. His will 
be done! 

I have not found yet any Ohristi'an fellowship around ·the 
camp, built in 1945 by the Americans for "temporary" use. 
As weare not allowed to go out until' t!he beginning of 
November, I cann~t attend any of '!he evange1ical churches 
in. the city. Only God and his Word are my true friends. 
The 'army is the p'lace ·'par excel'lence". at least the French 
army, where one realizes that this world .is no friend to 
God. Sel£ishness, hypocrisy, and sin in its vilest aspect, are 
its distinctive marks. What a God we ihave, who has showh 
His love· towards us and in His grace drawn us from such 
~re! .' '. 

It now remains for me, dear Dr. SIa.!1e, to send you my 
very best 'Christian wishes to you, your family, and your 
church. Pllease ccmvey my Chrisllian iove to the members 
Of the Fa'Culty and to the s·tudents. 

Yours in His happy service, 
SAMUEL POURRET (Signed) 

POPE AND PAGAN 
Now I saw in my dream, that at the end of this vaHey 

lay blood, bones. ashes, 'and mingled bodies of men even 
Of pi'lgrim~ that had gone '!his way formerly; and' while -
I was musmg what should ibe the reason, I espied a .little 
before. me a ~ave, Where two giants, Pope and Pagan, 
dwelt In old tIme; by whose power and tyranny the 'men 
whose bones, b1ood, 'aShes, etc., lay there, werecrueU; 
put -to death. But by this place Christian went without 
much danger, whereat I somewhat wondered' but I have 
lea~nt :since, that Pagan has been dead many a day; and 
as for the o1!her, though he be' yet alive, he is, by reason 
of age, and also of the manv shrewd brushes 1!h'at he met 
~i.th in ,his younger days, grown so crazy and stiff in his 
Jomts, that he can now do Htrle more than sit in his cave's 
m~uth, grinning at pilgrims 'as they go by, and I>iring h'is 

. naIls because he cannot come at them. 
So I saw that Christian went on his way' yet at the 

sight of the did man that sat in the mouth ~f the cave 
he c~uld not tell what to think, especially because he spak~ 
to hIm, thoug~ he could not go after him, saying, You will 
never mend fin more of you be burned. But he held h:is 
peace, 'and set 'a good fac~ on't and so went by, and catdhed 
no hurt. Then sang ChnstJian: 

o world of wonders ('I can '~ay no less). 
That I shou1d be preserved in that distress 
That I have met with here! 0 blessed be 
Th'at hand that from it hath delivered me! 
Dangers in darkness, devils, he'll, and sin 
Did compass me, while I this vale was n:. 
Yea, snares, and pits, and traps, and nets'did lie 
My path about, that 'WOI1lh.'less, silly I 
Might have beep. catched, entangled, and cast 

down: 
But since I l,ive. let Jesus ~ear the crown. 

-PILGRIM'S iPROGRESS. 

"YE SAY, AND 00 NOT" 
These word& are from an old inscription in the Cathedra'l 

'(if Innsbruc'k: . -- . 

"Ye call me Maker and obey Me not, 
Ye can Me Light and see Me not, 
Ye caB Me Way and take Me not 
Ye call Me wise and follow Me n~t 
Ye callI Me fair and love Me not ' 
Ye call Me rich and ask Me not,' 
Ye cal'i 'Me eternal and seek Me not 
Ye call Me Gracious and trust Me ~ot . 
Ye caH ~e noble and serve Me not, ' 
Ye call Me mighty. and honour Me not, 
b I CONDEMN YOU, BLAME ME NOT." 

-Charlotte Chapel Record 

ENGAGEMENTS OF REV. I. D. E. THOMAS 
October 13-

Morning-Oakridge Regu'lar Bapti~t Churoh, 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Afte~oon-Oamlb~an Hail; Vancouver, B.C. 
Evenmg~Ruth Morton Baptist Church, 

Vancouver, B.C. 
Octdber 14-· . 

Metropolitan TaJbe~ade, Vancouver, B.C. 
October 16-
Ma~le Baptist Church, Vancouver, B.C. 
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.. When Prayer Answer~d . 
By Charles H. Spurgeori 

Text: "And I say unto yoq., Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, aJid ye shall find; 
knock, and it shl\ll be opened .unto you."-Luke 11:9. . 

To SEEiK aid in ·time of' d[stress from a supernatural 
Ibeing is an instinct of human nature. 'We say not that 

. human nature unrenewed eVer offers truly spiritual prayer, 
or ever exerCises sawng 'faith in·the living God;"lbut still, 
like 'a child crying lin the dark, with painful longing for 
he1p from s~ewlhere or other, 'it scarcely knows wihere, 
t!he SOUIl. in deep sorrow almost invariably cries to some 
'supernatural being for succour. 

None have been more ready to pray in time of trouble 
tlhan those who have ridicuqed prayer in their prosperity; 
and probably no prayers have been more true to the feel

. ings' of the hour than those' which atheists have offered 
under 1!he pressure of the fear 0'£ death .. 

In one of His articles in a maga.7!ine, . Addison describes 
a man, who, on board ship, loudiy 'boasted Of his atheism. 
A brisk gale springing up, he feB upon his knees"an~ 

Confessed to the Chaplain 
tlhat he had been. an atheist. The common seamen who had 
never heard the word before; thought it ihad been some 
strange fiSh, but were more sur.prised wihen they saw it 
was a man, and learned out of his own mouth '~that he 
never believed till that day that there was a God." One of 
the old tars wlhispered to the iboatswalin, that it would be 
a good deed to heave him overboard, but this was a cruel 
suggestion, for the poor creature was already in misery 
enough - his atheism had evaporated, and he in morta!l 
terror cried to God for mercy. 

We find a powerful reason for' expecting prayer to be 
effectua'l in ehe fact that it is 'an institution of God. In God's 
Word we are over and over again commanded to pray. 
God's 'institutions, are not folly. Can I believe' that the 
infinitely wise God h~'1 brdai~ed for me an exercise which 
is ineffectual; and is ' 

No More Than Child's Playl 
It has been objected to prayer 'that it is not possitble tlhat 

it Should be answered, 'because the laws of Nature are 
unalteraJble, and they. must and' wilq go on \vhether men 
pray or not. Not a drop. df water wiU change its position 
in a single wave, or ~ partide df infectious maJtter be turned 
r rom its course, though ·al'l !!he saints in the universe should 
plead against tempest and plague. Now, ·concern~ng that 
matter, we are in no hurry 'to make answer; our adversaries 
have more to prove than we have, ·aQd among the rest 
they have to prove a negative. To us it does not seem 
neediful to prove that the laws df nature are disturbed. 

God Can Work Miracles 
and He may work them yet again, as He has done in days 
of yore, but it tis no part df the Christian faith that God 
must needs work miracles in order to answer.·the prayers 
of His servants, . . 

When a man in order to fulfil a promise has' to disarrange 
aU his affairs; 'and, So to speak, to' st~ all his machinery, 
it proves that he is but a man, and that his wisdom and 
power 'are limited; but He is God 'indeed who, without re
versing t~e engine, or removing a single cog from a wheel, 
fu')fils the desires of His people as !!hey come up'before Him. 

The iLord is so omnipotent' that He 'can work results tanta
mount to miracles without in the slightest degree suspend
ing anyone of His 'laws. He d~d, as it were, in the olden 
times, stop t!he macllinery of the universe'to answer'prayer 
but now, with equally Godlike glory, He orders events ~ 
as to answer beIieving prayers, and yet He 

Suspends No Natural Law . 
But this is far from being our only or our main' rom

Tort; that lies in the fact that we hear tlhe voice Of One 
who is competent to speak upon :the matter and iRe says: 
'<1 ' . · say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you." Whether 
the laws of nature 'are. reveriible or irreversible "Ask, and 
it shal'l be given you; /ieek, and ye 'shall find.'" Now, who 
is He that speaketh ,thus? It is He that .made all things, 
without whQm was not anytlhing made that· was made.· 
Oannot He spea:k to this point? 0 Thou Etemal Word 
Thou who wast in the 'beginning with God, balancing th~ 
clouds and fastening the foundations Of. the earth, Thou 
knowest what t!he laws and the unalterable constitutions of 
nature may be, and ~f Thou sayest: "Ask 'and it shall be 
given you," then assuredly it win be so,' be the 'laws of 
nature what they may. 

Besides, our Lord is by us adored as' the Sustainer of all 
th~ngs; l!l1d seeing that !!he laws of nature are only operative 
th;oug.h His power, and are. sustained in their motion by 
HIS mllght, He must be cogmzant of the motion of all the 
ft?l'ces in the world; and if,He says: "Ask, and it ShaH be 
gIVen you," He d~. not speak iin ignorance, but knows 
what He affirrils. We may be assured that there are no 
forces which can prevent' the fulfilment Of the Lord's own 
word.' . 
· But ailather objection has been raised, that prayer can 

certainly produce rio resuh, because the decrees of God 
have settled everyehing, and those decrees are ~mmutaJble. 
Now we have no desire to deny the assel'tion that the de
crees of God' have settled aU events. It is our full belief 
that God has 'foreknown and predestinated everything that 
happeneth in heaven above or in the earth beneath, and 
that the foreknown station <if'a reed by the river is as fixed 
as the station of a king,. and "the chaff from the hand 
<if the. winnower is steered as !!he stars in their courses.'" 
Predestination, embraceth tlhe great 'and the Jittle, and 
reacheth unto a11 things; the question is, 

lYllerefore Pray? . 
Might it not as logically be asked wherefore breatlhe, eat, 

move, or do anything? We have 'an answer which satisfies 
us - namely, that ou'r prayers are in the predestination, 
and that God :has 'as' much ordained His people's prayers 
as ariything else, and when we pray 'We 'are producing links 
in the chalin' of ordained' facts. Destiny' decrees that I 
'should pray - I pray; destiny decrees that -I' shall be 
answered, and the answer comes to me .. 
· . But we' 'have 'a better answer than alI' this. Our Lord 

Jesus comeS forward, 'and He says to us this morning: "My 
dear chr14~n, the decrees of God need not trouMe you, 
there is nothing in them inconsistent with your prayers be-
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ing heard. 'I say unto you, Ask, and it shall he given you.' " 
Now, who is He that says this? 'WIhy, it is He that has been 
with the Father 'from the beginning - "the same was in 
tthe !beginning wivh God" - and He ,knows what the pur
poses of the F'ather are and what the 'heart of God is, for 
He has told us in another place: "t~e Fariler Himself loveth 
you." 

Now sin-ce He knows the decrees df the Father, and the 
heart,of the Father, He 'can tell us with the ahsolute cer
tainty of an eye-witness that rilere is nothing in dle eternal . 
purposes in conflict with this truth, that he that asketh 
receiveth, and He that see'keth findeth. He has read the 
decrees from beginning to ~nd; hath He not taken the book, 
and 100sed the seven seals thereof, and declared the ordiri~ 
ances df heaven? He .tells y~u there is nothing there in
consistent with your bended knee and streaming eye, and 
with the Father's opening the windows of heav~n to shower 
upon you ·the blessings whi'Ch you seek 0 ye that believe 
in Him,. your. dou'btsare scattered, ye know that He heareth 
prayer~' 

But·sometimes vbere arises in our mind a thlird difficulty, 
which isa~sociated with our own judgment of ourselves, 
and our estimate of God. We feel that God is very great, 
and we tremble iii., ,the presence of His majesty; we feel 
that we are very little,. and that, in addition, we are also 
vile; and 'it doeS not seem a thing !incredible that such 
gujllty nothings ShOllld have power to move the arm which 
moveS the world. I wonder not ~f th'at fear should often 
hamper us in ·prayer. But Jesus answers it ~ rn.eetly; He 
says :"1 say. unto you, Ask, and it &hall be given you." Who 
is it that says: "I say unto you?" 'Why, 'it is He who knows 
botth. the greatness of God and the ~eakness df man. 

He Is God ,I 

and out df His exce'llent Majesty He says: "I say unto you, 
Ask, and it shall be given you." !But He is also man l'ike our
!\eives, and He says: '~Dread not your littleness, for I, bone 

. o'f your ,bone and flesh of your flesh, assure you that God 
heareth man's· prayer." . The words come to us with. the 
han~ony of blended notes; the God, the m'an, !both ,speak 
to us: "pread not My majesty; your prayer is heard. Fear 
not your own weakness; I as a. Man have been heard of 
God." 

And yet, again, if the dread· ot sin should haunt us, and 
our own sorrow shou'ld <;Iepress us, I would re~nd you that 
Jesus Christ, when He says: "I say unto you," gives us the 
authority, not only of His person, but of His experience. 
Jesus was wont to pray. Never any prayed as He did. 
Nights were spent in prayer !by Him, and whole days in 
earnest intercession; 'and He s'ays to us: "I say unto you, 
Ask, 'and it shall be given you." I think 'I see Him 'Coming 
fresh from the he'ather of the hilqs, among w'hk'h 

He Had Knelt All Night 
to pray, and He says: "My disciples, ask, and it shall be 

. given you', for I have prayed, and it has been given unto 
Me." I vhink. I hear Him say 'it, with His iface' all bloody 
red and His garments as if He· had trodden the winevat, 
as He rises from .Gethsemane, with His soul exceeding sor
rowful even uhto death. He was .heard in that He feaTed, 
and therefore He 'Saith to us: "I say unto you, Knock, and 
it shall be opened unto.you." . 

Ay, 'and I think I hear Him speak thus "from the Cross, 
with His face;;'bright with the :first beam of sunl'ight af.ter 
He had bor~e our sins in His own body on the tree, and 
had su'ffered .,a·.J.. our griefs, to the last pang. He: had cried: 

"My Qod, My 'God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" and 
now, having received an answer, He cries in triumph: "It is 
fiinished," and, in so doing, bids us also "ask, 'and it shall be 
given us." Jesus has proved 

The Power of Prayer 
"Oh, but," sai'th one, "He has not proved wlhat it is to 

pray in trouble like mine." How grossly thou errest. The 
Saviour's trouble was 'Worse llhan thine. There are' no depths 
so deep that He has not dived to the bottom of rilem. Ohrist 
has prayed out of the ,lowest dungeon and out oif ·the most 
horri!ble pit. ','Ay, but He has not cried under the burden 
0'£' sin." How canst '~ou speak so thoughtlessly! Was ever 
such a bu·rden Of sin borne !by any man as was laid on Him? 
True, the sins were not His own, but they were sins, and 
sins with all their 'crushing wdgfh't in 1jhem too; yet was He 
'heard, and He was helped unto the end. Christ gives thee, 
in His own experience, the d~vinest' proof that the asking 
sha~l be !followed by the receiving. 

Rememiber, too, that if Jesus our Lord could speak so 
positively here, 

There Is Yet Greater Reason 
for believing Him now, for He·has gone within'the veil, He 
sits at the ·right hand of God, even the Father, 'and the 
vorce does not come to us from the man of poverty, wear-. 
ing a gannent without seam, but from the enthroned priest 
with the golden gird'le aJbout His loins, for .it is He who 
now salith, from the right hand of God: "I say unto you, 
Ask, and it shaU be given you." Do you not :believe in His 
name? How then can a prayer that is sincerely offered in 
vb'at name !fall to· the ground?' When you present your 
petillion in Jesu's. name, a part of His authority clothes 
your prayers. If your prayer !be rejected, Ghrist is dis
honoured; you cannot believe that. You have trusted Hjm, 
then believe that prayer offered. through Him must and 
shall win the day. May the Holy 'Spirit impress it upon us 
all. Amen. 

-The Christian Herald 

MAN'S MORAL BANKRUPTCY 

Sin, l,i'ke a venomous disease, 
. Infec·ts our vita!l blood; 
The only baIrn is sov'reign grace, 

And the physician God. 

Our beauty and our strength are fled, 
And we draw near to death; 

,But Chl"ist ~e Lord recalls the dead, 
With His 'almighty breaVh. 

M'adness, by nature, reigns within, 
The passions iburn and rage; 

'Til God's own Son, with S'kill divine, 
The inward fire assuage . 

'We lick the dust, we grasp rile wind, 
And solid good despise; 

Such is the foNy of the mind, 
""f;il Jesus make us wise. 

We give'our souls the wounds they feel, 
. We drink the pois'nous gall, 
And rush with fury down to heH-

But Heaven prevents the fall. 
. -ISAAC WATTS. 
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The Sovereignty. of. Truth 
By Dr. A. W. Tozer 

2. Truth Is Not Hard to Find 

I T IS born. in every man to want to dramatize h.iis HIe and 
to cast hlofflsel'f as the star of the pedormance. 

Once let a man become persuaded that he is a hero in 
quest of the holy grail of truth .and he becomes a victim 
of a pretty and pleasant delusion that inflates his ego and 
blinds him to the very truth he -claims to seek. And if he 
is later forced to adm~t rhat he has not found it he absolves 
himself from all guilt, for has he not searched? Has he not 
hunted through the years for the precious treasure? Where 
is the stone he has "eft un turned ? Where has he not drilled 
or digged 'among the phi'losophies and religions of· the 
world? Why then has he not found? 

To him there can be only one'answer: The;: Spirit and 
Wisdom of the universe 'has let him down. The great Over
soul has withheld the secret from him. So he tells h~mse1f 
and in wounded dignity wa:lks stiffly into the sunset con
vinced that he has been deeply wronged in his effort to 
discover life's summum bonum. His' is a tragedy worthy of 
Ae!IChylus and he himself grand in failure and noble in 
defeat. 

Disillusioning people is 'a thankless task and quite plainly 
does not come under the category of making friends and 
thinking positiveiy. Nevertheless it must be done if we are 
to rescue Ilost men from the 'consequences of their delusions. 
So 1et me say boldly that it [s not the difficuhy of discov
ering truth !but the unwillingness to obey &t that makes it 
so rare among men. 

Our Lord said., "iI am i:he Truth," and again He said, 
"The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost." Truth therefore is not hard to find for the very 
reason th'at it is seeking us. Truth is not a thing for which 
we must search, but a Person to whom we must hearken. 

This is taught or taken for:granted in the record of God's 
deailii.ngs with men throughout the Sacred Scriptures. After 
the sin in Eden it was not Adam who cried "0 God, where 
art Thou?" but 'God who ~ried "Where art thou?" as He 
sought for Adam among the trees of the Garden. Abraham 
heard God spealk and responded, but it was God who was 
the aggressor. God appeared unto Jacob before Jacob came 
to appear befort; God. And in the burning bush God re
vealed Himself to Moses. 

Again 'and -again did God take the initiative. He sought 
.for Gideon and found him on the threshing floor of 
Ophrah .. He showed Himself to Isaiah when there is no 
evidence ~at Isaiah ~as seeking Him. Before Jeremiah 
was born God 'laid His hand upon him, 'and He opened 
heaven to let the discouraged priest Ezekiel see a vision 
and 'hear a voice. Amos said he was not a prophet neither 
a prophet's son, but the 'Lord "took" him as he followed. 
the flock. Again God was the"aggressor. 

In the New Testament things are not otherw'ise. True, 
multitudes came to Christ for physica:l he'lp, but only 
rarely did one seek Him out to learn 1he truth; and even 
that rare one usually turned away when the truth was told 
him. The whole picture in the Gospels ,is one of a seeking 
Saviour, not one of seeking men. The truth was hunting 
for those who would receive it, and relatively few did. 
"Many are called, but few are chosen." .. 

The truth in the Person of the Logos, the Word, is 
seeking to illuminate the minds df men. "That was. the 
true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world." For this reason, when we -conceive ourselves to be 
honest see'kers who cannot .find the 'light we are in a stat!! 
o'f dangerous self-deception. It :is a grave situation. Unless 
heip ·comes'q.uick1y the darkness may close upon us per
manently. "If therefore the l~ght tlhat is iri thee be dark- . 
ness, how great is that darkness." 

Behind aH our ifailure to 'find light is an unconfessed and 
possibly an unconscious love df darkness. "This is the con
demnation, that light is ~ome into the world, 'and' men 
loved darkness rather than 'l~ght, because their deeds \vere 
evil. for everyone that doeth evil hateth the. light, ne'ither 
cometh to the light, lest h.is deeds shou'ldlbe reproved. But 
he that doeth truth cometh to the .J.ight, that his 'deeds may 
be made manifest,. rhat they are wroug'ht in God" (John 
3: 19-21). 

We should 'always remember that we are accountable 
not only for tihe· light we have but also for the light we 
might have if we were witling to obey it. Truth is sovereign 
and will not allow iitse'lf to be trifled with. And it is easy 
to find for it is trying to find- us. Obedience is the big 
problem: and unwililingness to. obey is the cause Of con
tinued darkness. 

-The A.lliance Weekly 

TRUE UNITY 
One hears much; it is true, -about Christian union and 

trarmony and co-operation. But the union that is meant 
is ciften a union with the world against the Lord, or at 
best a forced union of machinery and tyrannical commit
tees. How different 'is the true unity df the Spirit in the 
bond of peace!-J. GRESHAM MACHEN. 

.4.ttmtion: 

. PROSP~CTIYE MINISTERS, MISSIONARlES 
PLAN TO ATTEND 

Toronto Baptist. Seminary 
..I Commenee your Training NOW Ia • BAPTIST 
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forth men and women weD prepared in heart 
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Pounder: DR. T. T. SHIELDS 
President: DR. H. C~ SLADE 
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Degrees in Theology No Tuition Fee 
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For Inf_a,IOll, write: 

The a..tnr. Tonato Hap'''' SaliDar1 
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THE ASSURING 'CHlUST 

By Dr. Robert T. Ketcham 

National Representative of the General Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches 

Addre.. BroadCtlBt on. the Cout to Co".t "Faith in 
Action" Program "J the IVational. B~CtlBting 

Comptmy in Co-operation. with the AmerietPI 
Council oj Chri.tian Churche. 

THE 'WO~ld !is 1ful~ o!f fear. As 'I tra~e1 acro:ss this oon~
ent I find aJm~t every person With whom I "COlIle m 

contaot; more or aess actuated by fear.· In PuUm'an 'trains, 
buses. hotells, lobbies, tinling c'ars, barber shOps, and in !fact 
wherever one comes ~n contact with men, this terrible sense 
o!f :fea'l' .,perv'ades the whole atmosphere. Men are afraid 

. o!f what's 'OOIIling t9lID0rrow. The tragedy Of this . terrible , 
or.gy Of 'fear is th3lt it has .swallowed up 'a lot of Christians, 
and they too are lEeadull df what to-morrow wlill bring 
forth. It is to such ,that 'I address myself ltoday. 

In Revelatiion 1: 17, 18 we hear the risen S'avtiow: say, 
"Fear not; I 'am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, 
and, was dead; and, behold. 'I am alive 'for evermore, 
Amen; an~ have the keys df helG 'and df death .. " In John 
6: 20 we hear the Saviour's assuring IWOTds' IX> His sto~
tossed disdples on the Sea of GalljlJee; "It is I; be not 
afraid." ." . 

If we are Christians, we not Qnly belong to Christ, bUlt, 
acooooing to the S'mptures, God' views us 'as 'aCtually being 
in Christ. When Christ dlied, I died; when Christ arose, 
I 'arose; when !He ascended, I ascended; where Christ goes, 
I go. I!f this is not true, then whaJt do. the Scriptures mean 
when in Rom'ans 6 they deidarethat I was crudlfie'd with 
Christ; 'and in Ephesi~s 2:6 where they decllare that I was 
raised and seated together with 'Christ; 'and again in 
Co1os9ians 3: 4 where they declare that when Christ. ~p- , 
pears, I wlill appear with Him? 

Why should our hearts be filGed With fear? Christ is not 
on~y the first, bUit 'He is the oJast. He was not onlly before 
all things. but tHe wiU be here when all things which we 
now kn9w wi~'l have passed away. If we ~ in Christ, then 
we will survive the ordeai Of existence. Vance H~vner says, 

. '''He was here belfore there was, 'any Ifear, and He will be 
. here when all feaT is passed 'ruwa,y." Let us ~ember that 

He saw everythling before there was anything. ' 
Iif we ~ould stari~ a~ Hlis side IX>day and seewh'at He 

,sees, how baseless wouM be our !fears and how excuseless 
our tears. 'We cannot see 'as He sees, or see what He sees. 
OU'l' vision Of. the ifuture does not extend beyond our fates' 
so far as.certainty is con'Cerned. We live in the mixed and 
muddled present. We loOk 'at the taJpestry Of oUr "life with 
tits beautiiful pattern df variegated colors ·and there is a par-
1!i'Cu~'ar spot which is ~ven ~n .deep crimson. '.'It was there 
that we suffered so terribly. We rea'ch out and tear that 
crimson spot out of the whole be'au1liiful fabric and say this 
is life; i.t's hard; 'it's cruel. But wait, my Ifriend; put that 
crimson pieCe ,batk into the' tapestry and stand off ~d 
view lit in its rela1!ion to· the b1ues, ,puipiles. and gol~swhich 
surround lit and you wliU discover that it requlired just thaJt 
mmson spot in your iife to· t:ompletethe beauit};"and the 
pattern. Without:iJt the whole patte~. would h'av~been 
flat. . .e,." ',' 

So Often we tear 'a page out of the Iboo~ of our"liife, that 
page that was written in scarlet iet~ers df .aWfuiJ. agony; and 
we say, "This is li!fe." No, my frienlds, pUt. the' page b~ 

in the book 'and read the whoie book; begin with ba!by
hood, and read on, through "ch,iIdhood, youth, young man" 
hood "and wOmanhood, 'and then down on through, the 
'Suns~t days df old age, and you wIill discover that the book 
wou~M have been terribly duH without lit; were it not for 
such pages, our lives wouild be rather dra:b. Our trouble is· 
that we forget aU the blues 'arid the gt)lds afready woven 
into the paJttern and the pages of pleasure already written 
into the book, and· neither Can we see what the lEuture is 
IX> produce, 'and we get terribiy alftaid o'f the p~sent. Wen, 
reJ;Ilember, dear Ifriend, th'at you are in the One who sees 
iiJt a1,1, and, seeing it IX> the end, turns IX> you and whispers, 
"FEAR NOT." 

Iif we 'CouM see what lH;e sees 'and If we couM see our
'selves arriving with Him and in Him at the destination of 
eternity, then our fe'ars wou1d be alJ'ayed; No, we cannot 
see ,wh'at He sees. But, I'li tell· you what we C'an do. We 
'Can hear what He says; 'in spite Of ali the tragedy and 
sulffer,ing which His omnipotent eye detects as coming into 
our liilfe in the days ahead. He sees With th'at same omni
scient eye our sa'fe arrival in eternity. So, C'an we not trust' 
Him, even though we cannot see Him? 

Iif IQr some means you 'Coulld be made ahsoluteiy certain 
that you were goling to amve safely and without harm 'at 

. a 'CeI1t.un destjn'ation, would not that assurance and guaran
tee in iitse'llf 'be sulflficient to 'allay any 'fe'ars whlch mlight be 

, OC'casione'd by a bit of rough going en route. Well, fearfu1 
he'art, the One who not only sees the end from the begin
ning but w'ho also maps out the course and does the driving 
wh~spers in ')'OUr ear today, "I am the. !first 'and the iast,. ,I 
was de'a:d, I 'am alive, I know aU the way. I know the end 
of the way and 'I'm saying to you . today. 'FEAR NOT.''' 

To ,the feartul sinner He says, '~Be not aifraid, I am thy 
Saviour." To the one who !is 'aifI'aid Of losing his way, tHe 
says, "Fear not, I am the way." To the one who !is afraid 
oIf fai:l~ng, JIe says, ·'Fear not, 'I am thy strength." To Jthe 
one who is afraid Of death, He says, '.'Be not 'afraid, I am 
the reSurrection and the liife." To the one who is aifraid ~ 
hell, He says" '~Be not aifraid, I 'am he that hath the keys 
of hell." ' 

It'is this Saviour who is waiting today IX> come into your 
. life and say, "Fear not, peace be unIX> YOu; my'peace I 

leave with you.~' 
-Christian Beacon 

THE ·DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 
By DR: c. ,D. COLE 

Dean of T_nto "pfld SemInary 

A first class, 24-page bQoklet on this basic 
Scriptural' truth. The best we' have read 
on the subiect of election. Order one for 
yourself ancf some for 'Christians and 
students. 

, Ten cents each: twelve for 'a doHer 

Order from: 

THE· GOSPEL WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Street Eait, Toronto 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 Fourth Quarter Lesson 2 Oetober 13, 1957 

qLIVEL. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) . 

THE MESSAGE OF REBUKE AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
Lesson Text: Haggai 1. 
Golden Text: "Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in 

the Lord's message unto the people, saying, I am with you, 
saith the Lord."-Haggai 1:18. 

lntroduction: 
The Book of· Haggai seems to be far removed from the 

Book of Ezra, so far as its position in the Bible is concerned, 
but yet it refers to the same era ·and the same events. 

The work of rebuilding the temple, commenced under fa
vourable auspices, had been effectually hindered through the 
opposition of the Jews' powerful foes •. When a new monarch, 
Darius, came to the throne of Persia, the Jews might have 
obtained permission immediately to proceed with the build
ing, had they so desired, but they had become careless and 
indifferent. They spent their time building splendid homes 
for themselves, with no regard or interest in the house of 
God. In love the Lord chastened them, and when signs of 
repentance appeared, He sent His prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah to rouse them from their selfishness (Ezra 5:1: 
6:14). Haggai preceded Zechariah by about two months 
(Hagg. 1:1: Zech. 1:1). 

The prophecy of Haggai consists of four discourses: (1) 
chapter 1; (2) Chapter 2:1-9: (8) Chapter 2:10-19: (4) Chap. 
ter 2 :20-28. 

I. The Occasion: verses 1, 2. 
The name "Haggai" means "My Feast" and may have been 

given to him in anticipation of the joy which would be ex
perienced by ~e liberated exiles. He had probably co~e to 
Jerusalem with the first party of retu~ing captives under· 
Joshua and Zerubbabel. 

At the opportune moment the word of the Lord came to the 
Jews by the mouth of Haggai. Our Saviour never leaves 
Hjmselfwithout a witness, and He loved His people too much 
to allow them to drift away entirely from His plan and 
p.urpose for them. In times of darkness God speaks to His 
own believing people through His chosen instruments (Exod. 
6:1-8; 2 Kings 19:1-7). . 

God's message was sent primarily to the leaders, that they 
in tum might pass it on to the people. Joshua the High 
Priest was the religious leader and Zerubbabel the Prince 
was the civil leader (Ezra 8:2). The prophets must them
selves be. in fellowship with the Lord, then receive His mes
sage and faithfully proclaim it to those placed in their 
charge (Ezra 7:10; Ezek. 33:7; Mark 3:14, 15). 

The people excused themselves for their failnre to com
mence rebuilding the temple by saying that the opportune 
time had not· yet arrived. It is possible that they applied the 
prophecy of 70 years to the temple, as well as to the cap. 
tivity, alleging that it was then only the 68th year (Jer. 
25:11, 1~;. 29:10). It may be, however, that they were using 
the well-worn excuse that the time was not propitious. The 
Lord's work is frequently set aside on the ground that the. 
circumstances do not seem to be favourable, or·. that the 
weather is too hot or too cold (2 Tim. 4:2). The spirit of 
indifference and neglect is difficult to combat (Amos 8:1; 
Zech. 1:15; Luke 21:34; Rey. 8:15, 16). 

IL The Oration: verses 8-11. 
This was a time for activity; it was no time for selfish 

leisure. It was a time to build the house of the Lord; it was 
no time to build mansions for their own enjoyment (1 .Tim. 
6:17-19; Jas. 5:1-5). A characteristic of this age is that 
men are lovers of pleasure rather ~ lovers of God (2 Tim. 
8:4) . 
. The Lord through His prophet counselled the JeWs to COD

sider their ways, to ponder the path of their feet (Psa. 119: 
59; Prov. 4:26). This is the first step in repentance (Luke 
15:17). While going their own way they had been very ac
tive, 'but they bad accomplished nothing (De~t. 28:88: Isa. 

5:10; Amos 5:11: Mic. &:15: Zeph. 1:18). They had spent 
labour and money without profit, as though putting money 

·into a ·bag with holes in it (lsa. 55:2; Zech. 8:10); .Nor did 
they find satisfaction, for peace and joy come only to those 
who do the will of God. They must get busy and build the 
temple, as the Lord had commanded (Rom. 13:11-14;. Eph. 
5:14). Thus would they bring glory to the name of the Lord 
(Neh. 2:17, 18; Hagg.2:9). 

The hand of the Lord had been upon them in 'chastening 
because of their disobedience (Lev •. 26:18-20; Psa. 107:17). 
They did not take to heart. that all was waste where the 
glorious temple should have been standing, but they had been 
content that their own homes were intact. Therefore God 
had withheld the· rain and the dew, that His· ~ple might 
remember Him (Rev. 2:5; 8:2, 8: 8:19). Natiorial calamities 
should teach us the folly of forgetting God, to whom we 
owe all that we are and have. 

III. The Obedience: verses 12-15. 
The Jews recognized the words spoken by Haggai their 

prophet as the ~tterance of the voice·~f God (Mark 1: 2, 8). 
It would be well if people would realize· that the messages 
brought by true. servants of the LofCl from His Word set 
forth the messages of the Lord Himself (Acts 10:83; 1 Thess. 
2:13). When we receive God's message through His mes-
senger, we disobey at our peril (Heb. 2:1-4: 12:25).· . 

Zerubbabel and Joshua set an example of. obedience and 
were followed by the faithful remnant (1 Cor. 11:1). Bless
ing comes to all who obey the w:ord of the Lord promptly 
and fully (Psa. 81:18-16). 

The people feared God; that is, they revered, honoured and 
loved Him. . As they hearkened to the. word of God, they 
realized their sin, repented and t:urned ~ the Lord (Isa. 
55:7). Then and then only did they receIve the gracious 

. assurance· of the Lord's presence in their midst (Zeph. 8~17; 
Hagg. 2:4). -
. Repentance in this case involved conviction of the sins of 
lethargy idleness and selfishness, also a hatred of these sins, 
a dete~ination to bestir· themselves, and an active partici
pation in the work assigned. God by" His Spirit through the 
messages of the prophets stirred up the leaders, and they ·in 
turn spurred the people on to new endeavours. In these days 
of laxity, let not our hands be weary or our hearts faint, but 
let us arise and build for the honour of the name of the Lord. 

• Daily· Bible Readings _ 
Oct. 7-Rebuke for Indolence ............. .......... ............... Amos 8 
Oct. 8--Rebuke for· Indifference ........................ Rev •. 8:14-21 
Oct. 9-Rebuke for Selfishness ........................ Deut. 8:10-2q 
Oct. 100Rebuke for Disobedience ... : ............................ Paa. 81 
Oct ll-Encouragement through the Voice of God .... Isa. 48 
Oct: 12-Encouragement through His Presence .. Isa.41:8-14 
Oct. IS-Encouragement through His Spirit . ........... Zech. 4 

Suggested Hymns 
.How firm· a foundation. 
To the work. 
Break Thou the bread of life. 
Go, labour on. 
Work for the night is coming. 
Rise.up, Q men of God. 

Do not only Ibena over the Scriptures; ~race them, 
and keep them upon your minds. Not to know the Scrip
tu·res is the ~use o'f an evils. 

( --ST. CHRYSOSTOM. 

Janis Sinai Chon:h 
WEEKLY BROADCAST 

Sunday 7.30-8.30 P.M .. 

(1150) CHWO Oakville. 
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WANTED 

PRAYER HELPE'RS 
"Pray· 'Ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest, 
that He will. send forth labourers into His 
Harvest." 

W~ invite YOU to ioin us in· definite earnest prayer 
that God may send men and women of His choice to 
train in T o~onto Baptist Seminary. 
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By DR. T. T. SHIE~DS 
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. Christian faith. Each address is Scriptural and simply presented. Read with profit to yoar 
soul what the Bible says about such· truths as the Atonement, Justification, Sanctification, the 
Second Coming of Christ and other equally important subjects . 

• 208 INTEREST ·PACKED PAGES. 

• RICH MAROON BINDING WITH GOLD 
IMPRINT. 

• FIRST BOOK IN THE DR. T. T. SHIELDS' 
MEMORIAL LlBR4RY. 

• COST-ONL Y $2.501 

Thil i. an ideal lIill lor y'0ur "Qlor, a Ituden' Dr ~her·/elrou,..CIariaIiaRiI 
.ORDER NO~ ~ ______________ ~ __ ~ ____________________________________________________ _ 
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$2.50 for each copy ordered. , 

----------------------------------------~-----------------------~-------------------Name 

Address 

------------.-----------------------------------------------------------------------City . 


