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THE KINSMAN-REDEEMER 
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THE poor of God's people, Israell., who were oIhliged to 
sell :their property, or even themselves as slaves, couid 

be redeemed by a near-rela1!ive who was able and wining 
to 'Pay the price oIf their redempliion. The near-relative who 
thus aoted was known as the "gael", or kinsman-redeemer. 

The facts relating to the 'kinsman-redeemer as found in 
t~e Old Testament 'are a beautiful type of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ lin His Person and Work as our Redeemer. The Old 
Testament reveals three fa'Ots concerning the Person, and 
three. facts concerning the Work o'f 'a kinsman-redeemer. 
We will gather these facts together ~irst, 'and then see how 
they are dlirectlly 'aIpp'lica:ble to ,the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

The Old Testament Kinsman-Redeemer 
Fir9t of 'all, the law of Moses defined that 'in order to 

have the Right to redeem one had to be "nigh Of kin", i.e., 
a near-kinsman, or relative. This ~s p1oalin'ly stated in Leviti
cus 25 :47-49, and iHustrated in the e~erience of Naomi, 
in the Book 'of Ruth. Boaz was "niigh of 'M~" to Naomi,. 
Elimelech's widow, 'and therefore h:ad the ltighit to redeem 
her alienated inheritance. (Ruth 2: 1; 2: 20 margin) . The 
fi,rst qU'aFif.i'cation necessary then, !in order to !be a 'kinsman
redeemer was I<:inship with the one 'for whom he acted'. 

The second quaHfication necessary was' the Ability to 
redeem. One 'could have been "n:igh df kin" 'to a distressed 
brother, but·un·able to pay the pIice df his redemption. 
This too is ,i;l'lustrated in the Book of ltuth where we learn 
that Boaz could not have' redeemed the ~nhel"itan'ce of 
El'imelech had he not been "a mightty man df wea!1th". 
(Ruth 2:1). . 

The third quail,i!ficatJion was - the ·kinsman had. to be 
WiNing to redeem. For one 'COuld possess the Right to re- . 
deem, and have the AbHity, 'and yet not be Wining to 'do So. 
T~is also is oillustralted in the ,Book of Ruth, for when Boaz 
approa:ched. a nearer-kinsman than hlimself to Naom~, 
Elime1e'ch's widow, he agreed at' 'first to redeem the in
heritance. But when Boaz said he woutd have to marry 
Noami's daughter-m..:law, Ruth: the 'MoaJbitess, he no longer 
was WiIlling; (Deuteronomy 25:5,6; Ruth 4:4-6). 

When one could qua!lify as a kinsman-redeemer by pos
sessing !the Right to redeem through blood-re}.amonship, and 
was ~ble an'd Wming to do so,. his Work as a kinsman
redeemer was threefold. (1) He was to redeem the prop
erty, or'buy ba.'dk the inheritance. (ILeviticus 25:25) (2) 
He was to redeem the persons. ('Levi1:1Cus 25 :47-50) (3) He 
was ,to execu'te vengeance on the oppressor and enemy of 
the distressed brother for whom he acte'd. This appears in 
Numbers 35:19-21,and Deuteronomy 19:12, where the 
word "goel", meaning kinsman-redeemer, is translated by 
the phrase "avenger Of blood". 

Our Redeemer - Jesus Christ 
Let us now apply these six great facts revea[ed in the 

Old Te~tamenlt 'to the Lord, Jesus Christ, our great K,iIis
man-Redeemer. First df aU, in. the Gospel of Luke for the 
first me in the New Testament the word "redemption" is 
found; thus setting it forth as !the Gospel 'O'f the' Kinsm'an
Redeemer. (Luke 1:68; 2:38; 24:21). 

Further we have seen that the Redeemer had to be a 
near-kinsman. Therefore if Jehovah Himsellf is to be the 
Redeemer df man He had to become one with man tin 
order to :possess the Righlt to redeem. In other ,words; He 
must 'assume our nature. It is Luke who reoords the won
derl'u1 'announcement to the Vii-glin Mary df the lnrth of 
the Redeemer (Luke 1: 30-35 ) , . thus 'f.u1'fiUing the ancient 
prophecy ,thalt by. woman alone should the promised De
liverer come. (GeneSis 3: 15; I.s'ijah 1: 14) !He also' traces 
his gen.ea:logy iba:ck to A!dam, the £ather o'f the human 
fllJlIiily (Luke 2: 23-38), thus linking Him up with the 
whole. race. In the Epistles Paul declares by the Spirit of 
God that, "it behooved h'im Ito be ma:de 'llike unto his 
brethren," 'and therefore, "he todk not on him the nature 
o'f angels, but ... ~he seed of Abrah'am," and "was found 
in fashion 'as a man." (Hebrews 2: 14, 16, 17; Philippians 
2 : 7, 8). Thus by takoing our very nature, sin excepted 
(Romans 8: 3), ae became "nigh df kin" and 'laid claim 
by His Virgin Birth to !the Riight to redeem aU who would 
believe. 
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His Ability to Save Is Sure 
How Wicked, then, for the modern!ist in Protestantism to 

· deny His Virgin 'Birth, and rob us of a Kinsman-R~deemer, 
and Him o'f His Right and Ability to redeem. How blasph
emous for ,the clergy of Roman~sni to -teach the idolatrous 
doctrine of Mariol'atry, ascribing to the Virgin Mary vir
tues and graces and honor belonging so1ely and only to the 
Lord Jesus Cluiist our Kinsman-Redeemer. 

But it was not enough that a near~ltinsman have the 
Right to redeem, but also had to have the A:bi1ity. Now, 
if our Lord, Jesus Christ were mere man 'as we are, He 
could by no means redeem us. ('Psa:lm 49: 7), But Matthew 
declares thaJt ·the One' born df the Virgin Mary was 
"Emmanuel, whi"ch being interprete'd is, Gorl with us." 
(Matthew 1: 23). If Christ is not in the same' person both 
God and man, he either could not clli.e, or his deatp. could 
not ava!it Thus he· Was Very God, and,Very man, the God
man, our Kinsman-Redeemer, :and being man he had the 

· Righlt to redeem, bu t seeing he was "God manifest in the 
fle~h" he has the Abil,ity or power to redeem. 

Now, as to whether or not He was 'Wming to pay -the 
price of our redemption, and apply its beneifiits to the trust
ing heart 'let the Scriptures 'answer. The declaration, "1 
delight to do Thy will, 0 my God," .spOken by the Psal'In
ist, 'is directly aippllied to Chl'ist 'in Hebrews 10:7-9. Thus 
possessiing the Right by His incarnation, and having the 
Ability because olI His Godhead, 'He ·wil1ingly "onc.e in the 
end of the ages 'appeared to pull: away sin by the sacrifke 
of h~rhself," 'and on -the 'cross, "through the eternal Spirit, 
oIfifered hlmself without spot to God," and in resurrection,·. 
'~by. his ow~ blood entered in once. into Ithe hooly place, 
havrmg obtamed an eterna:l redempnon 'for us .. (Hebrews 
9:26,14,12). 

Christ Saves Those Who Believe on Him 

Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ as the Kinsman-
· Redeemer has the R;ight, and is both A'Me and Willing 
"to save them to the um:errnost that corne unto God by 

· him." (lHebrews 7: 25) And al:} who came can say with 
the AposVle, Peter, '.'Redeemed - not with corruptible 
thin-gs as silver and gold - but with th~ precious blood of 
Chrlislt, as df a lamb without blemish 'and without spot." 
(1 Peter 1: 18,19; 1 Corinthians 6: 19,20). 
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"And' the devil (the oppressor) that deceived them was 
cast into the la!ke of !fire 'and brimstone - and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever 'and ever." (Revelation 
20:10). 

Reader, have you, as a helpless sinner, person-ally ap
pealed to the Lord Jesus Chiist, as your K,insman-Re
deemer? Remember, He says, Him drat 'cometh to me --.: 

. whether virtuous or vicious, mora:l or :Hnmora1, of reputa
tion or no reputacion, 'catholic or protestant, black or wlili-te, 
rich or poor - "1 wlirl1 in no wise 'Cast out." (John 6: 37) . 

Furthermore our Kinsman-Redeemer restores our lost 
inheritanrce, so that what we lost [n Adam we have "much 
more" gained ·in Christ, an inheritance inoor.ruptible, un- _ 
defiled and that 'fadeth not away, reserved in heaven. Pau~ 

. Will you be found 'among !that 'Company, who, "pur-' 
chased with His own. Blood" (iActs 20:28), shall sing 
throughout eternity - "Thou art worthy ... for thou W'3.St 
s'l~n, and hast redeemed us to God 'by -thy Mood out of 
every kindred, and tongue,. ana people, and nation" (Rev
el'liJf,ion 5:9)? 

NEW SURROUNDINGS 
in his epistles p.edares, '~all. things are yours - 'and ye are 
Christ's; and Chrlist is God's." "And If sons, then heirs· 
hcirs of Go'd, and joint-heirs -with Christ . . ." (1 Pere: 
1: 3-5; 1 Corinthians 3: 21-23; Romans 8: 17) "Thus now 
is being proclaimed the acceptable year Of the Lord, the 
day of salvation, through ~he preaching of the Gospel. .. · 
(Lu'ke 4: 18-21; 2 Corinthians 6: 2). '. 

But the day of grace wiiJI not last !forever, and soon our 
Kinsman-Redeemer will rise up to execute vengeance on 
the oppressor and His enem5es, ·and usher in !the day of 
vengeance Of our God. '''For the Lord Jesus shall be re
vea!led from heaven with his mighty 'angels, in lHaming fire 
ta:king vengeance on -them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel df our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the presem:e 
of the Lord and from the glory of his power; when he shall 
come to be glorif~ed in his saints, anti to be admired In all 
them -that believe in that d'aY." (2 ThesS'aJloniians 2: 7-10) 

During the past two ~onths the SenMnary BU'ildring has 
been redecorated externally and internally. Offices, lecture 
rooms, ha!llways, etc., are painted in various pastel shades. 
T1he house'S to th~ north of the Seminary building on Jar
vis Street, during the summer, have been demolished by 
the Department of Parks and replaced by a co'lourfu'l park, 
reple.te with benches. To harmonize with the new sur-
roun-dings Jlhe Seminary has been painted and painted and 
thus ;put 'into £irst rate condition. When fOmler students 
and' freshmen gather on Monday, 'September 23rd, at 2 
p.m. they will find an environment C'OndU'civeto menta-) 
and spiritual alertness. REGISTRAR 

SEMINARY CALENDAR FOR THE YEAR 1957-58 
Registration ........................ Monday, Sep~ber 23, at 2.30 p.m. 
Lectures Begin ________ Tuesday, September 24, at 8.ll0 a.m. 
Convocation ............................................................................ : ......... OctOber 17 
Graduation ........... , ......................................................................................... May 8 
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The Saint's Valleys 
By Andrew Bonar 

BUI:JY AN somewhere says, that the days ate coming matter was simply to took on 'and ''!believe in, the Lord" 
when men shall talk Of Antichrist as a matter -of hlis- ('2 IChron. 20:20); and w they sam Him work salvation 

tory - teHing their chJildren how that mystery of iniquity by ills own ann. They found :the work done t~ their hand; 
i1eavened 'Christendmn,' how it prevailed, how it was de- they gathered immense riches, and returned up the vaHey 
strayed hy the Lord's coming. Even so, tthe days shall come homewartis, ''blessing the Lord". 
when ;the saints sh'a.l~ speak one to another-of their past It is thus wlith the believirig BOut Fearing, it sets itseif 
pilgrimages; and alI shaH have to teli mote or less of what to seek the Lord; and the Lord sends the /tidings of his 
they met with as they journeyed, 'and how the Lord led salvation, calling on tpe wul to cdme 'and see. And lo! it 
them, every one, through - (1) The valley of Trouble, is done! Another, in our -name 'and fur our sake, has gone 
Achor, in their aw~keriing; (2) The valley oIf Berachah, or forth, has:obeyed the law, has borne the burden, has given 
BlesSing, <when they were brought to -peace through the to God what we, by our sins, took away; 'and our part -is 

- work of Christ; ( 3) The vailley of Weeping, or Baca, at simply to "ble'ss the Lord" thanhis is done - !to "bless 
various stages and times; (4)_ The valIey of Eshcol, where the Lord", 'and say "Almen" to it alt! to take lit as our owp, 
!first-fruits, or -earnests of glory, were given them; (5) The gathering the spoill whii<ch another has won for us, and so 
vall'ley df cortiflict with roes, wheri vidtories were won for to ''!bless the Lord," and go homewa:rcl! Happy vaHey! 
God in the v3!lIeyof Rephaim; (6) The valley oIf Shaveh, happy souH 
or ,the King's Daile, where the Lord 'met them, as Melchize- This is the stage of "joy and peace in believing" (Rom. 
dek did Abraham returning ifrom the slaughter of the kings, 15: 13). Not by what we have done or !felt, not: by prayers 
and blessed 'hUn;- (7) The val1ey of Decision, or Jehosha- nor by tears, but iby discovering what the Lord Jesus has 
phat, where at q'ast they saw Antichrist, 'and Satan, arid done, we ;are blessed. The cloud that overhurig' lOur path is 
every 'foe overwhelmed 'and swept away, and began their gone; the sun has 'burst forth. The valley Of lBerachah is 
triumph With their Lord and Kting. the place for Songs; every song 'a -recognitlion- Of the Lord's 

I. ACHOR.-This is the spot where Achan's slin was ex- -
pose'cl and ipunislied before all Israe1 and ~ore the Lord, 
- the sin that had troubled 'Israel and Moses; ,the sin that 
had brough't woeful ifatall troub1e on himself and his house; 
the sin that 'Could !be deah wiith 'aright only by the stroke 
of justJice, - death, -and rthe consuming flame. Now, every 
awakened sinner opens his eyes some morillng to find him
selif an Ar;han! Every awakened soull is taught by the Spirit 
somewhat oIf sin, and- his own sin,and is made to cry 
'Amen' to the judgment o'f ~ -that dooms the sinner to 
deart:h 'and heH (Josh. 7: 26; Hos. 2: '15 ) . _ 

~bl do not _ linger long in the v~lley, though sOme do. 
There are those, indeed, who seem to get their most -mem
oIlaJljle_view Of it after haviing got dear ti£ it; they are made 
!O look 'back and leam its Ilessons. But orthers pass slowly 
through, 'burdened with the sight and sense of sin, and 
gUilt, and wrath. 

One thing ~s sure: atl of 1!he'm do ,learn the lesson 
taught 'in Achor, viz. ,that sin lis exceeding sinful, and de
serves the eterna:J. wrath and curse df the Holy One, whether _ 
it be slin in the heart, or sin 'in the H!fe, or sin on the tongue, 
or sin in Ithe !fOnD Of omission, 'or sin ~n the openness qf 
positive transgression; sinaga1nst law, or Sin against love. 
It 'is always 'a gloomy vaHey; the clouds that hide the sun 
are ever over it. 

-1'1. BERAc_HAH;-The Lord deil~ghts, in due Jtiime, to lead 
His own to -3. more pleasant -pta'Ce, where they Ifind favour, 
and peace, ;an'cl joy. He leads them to see the Substitute, 
Jesus, '·made 'a :curse ifQJ" us" (Gal!. 3: 1'3), that the "bless
ing" might cdme upon us. And thus they enlter the vaHey 
of Blessing. 

The blistory o'f Kling Jehosh3iphat furnishes a beautifu1 
type Of the way in which the sinner ibecomes pOssessed of 
all the blessings Of redemption. In the vaHey, ever aiftetwards 
oaililed Berachah, that king led on his army ~ galther -the 
spoil Of foes, and "they were three days in gathering it, 
it was so much" (2 Chron. 20: 25). Their part in the 

gradious acts accomplished \for <them. 

III. BACA.-God'S saved ones go on their way, never 
rorgetting Berachah; but, nevertheless, they have many 
sorrows. They Oft traverse "the vaHey oIf Weeping", lOr 'Ba'Ca 
('Ps. 84: 6) . Oare, trial, ,pain, SIckness, cause <them to weep. 
Friends and foes, corruption and temptation, the church 
and the world, furnish from time to time causes of sadness. 

How then; do they pass through this val1ey? Very much 
by remembering the spoil gathered in Berachah. Their tears 
send them ever back to Hlim who has relIDoved the curse; 
and He turns thei'l" sorrows iinto hOlly blessing. Baca 'be'c'omes 
a weU of ,life to them. '~rd, by these things men live" 
(Isa. 38: 16). An old poet has sung ~ the matter lin these 
strains: 

«Seemed not thy spouse unkind to see thee weep?" 

When one said to a friend whIQ had lost a son, "God 
gave ,you His, own Son, ere He took yours ifrom you," that 
was a well dug in Baca. When -another said to a godly 
widow, who had newly gazed on her husband dead, 'and 
who said, "I have lost ~y husband!" "You forget that you 
had a Husb'and berore you had him," it was a weIll in Baca. 
The "-Man of sorrows" meets 'the weeper here with hlis 
most tender sympathy_ 

'IV. ESHcoL.~TIQ cheer on Isracl1n the desert, the L'Ord 
~aused the spies to -ibe sent ~n:to the Promised 'Land-; and an 
immense ~1uster Of the ,richest graJpes, wlith figs -and pome
granaltes, was brought to them as an earnest 0'£ what they 
were yet to possess (Num. 13:23). This earnest was Ifrom 
the val1ey of Eshcol. 

The Lord "knows our frame." He dlOes not furget to dry 
up' tears, and to brighten hope by special JIQYS arising from 
the glimpses of glory which \He sends. T'he Holy Spirit 
himself is the true "earnest of the iinheritance, until the 
redemption of the pUI'Chased possesSion" ('Eph. 1: 14). The 
Spirit gives Samples of the "joy of the Lord", "the new 
song", "the love of God", "the peilce that passe.th unde.r-
standing"; and, by the tight wh~ch He casts on the pro-
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phetic page" brings near to us the. pearl-gates . df. new 
Jerusalem, the jasper walJIs, the golden streets, 'as wcl-l as 
the "no night there," "the throne Of God and of the Lamb", 
"the river df the water' elf IHe", '''the icingdom, and the 
King", with the mu~jjj,1Jude df the saved - the happy, holy' 
e<>nlpany df the redeemed .. 

Many such earnests do the saints iflind - Eshcol-grapes 
in the desert. It is thus thaJt hope &s nourished anld hope !is 
on!? of the soui's ea:gle~ings. . 

. V. REPHAIM.-All saiints do some work fur .their God, 
and fight sdme battles. It was thus with David when seated 
on the throne; he was led '!foith to repel inVla:ding Philis
tines !in the valley of Rephaim, between JerusaJIem and 
BethJehem. Twice was he caJIled to iliis 'amflict in the 
same .spot (2 Sam. 5: 19-25) ; 'both times he won the we
tory; .but the circumstances were not alike on the two 
occasions. On the one occasion, he 'asked ,the Lord; and 
the Lord sailcl, '''Go up," at once. On the next oci:asion,he 
asked the Lord; 'and the 'Lord said, "Thou shalt not 'go 
up," but instead, he must go round by Ithe m~berry-trees, 
and wait qUietily ·tin he heard "the sound Of a going in the 
top of the mu1Iberry-trees." The impatient warrior-band 
obeyed; and at last the appointed Signail came, anld they 
rushed on and conquered. . 

Memorable 'COnifliets !for the church df God! They teaJch 
us to expect foes just when d seems peace. They teach 
that 8'atan Win try to find us of1f our guard alfter a fonner 
victory. They teach us to move nlOt one step til~ we have 
consu1ted the Lord. They teach us to consult the Lord 
anew, as every occasion comes, and not to trust to old 
direction an'd old answers to prayer. Yes, Rephaim '( the 
"valley of Giants", 'and gigantic men elf old) teaches us 
that, .though. a~ one time the Lord may bid us. at once go 
!forward, He may at another say, '''Sit stin a wh'ile"; be 
patient: be neWther too late nor too soon. . 

"God waits to bl'ess us day by day; 
. But we must trust Him for. the time and way/' 

There is .nothing !for it but a continual ~ean!ing on the Lord 
fO.r gu~dance, while we use His word and examine His . 
providentes. 

VI; SHAVAH, or the KING'S DALE.-It was here that 
(Gen. 24: 7) Abraham was met !by Melchizelclek, who re
freshed hiimand hIis army with bread 'and wine sO season
·ab1y 'and suddenly, after the battle agaiinst the !five kings. 
He whose name means "King of Righteousness", and who 
was 'at the same time "Prince of Pea'ee", thus Imndly thought 
upOn ·fai'l:hf.ull Abraham and his worn-out 'COmpany, on their 
way homeward. See! they sit together o~ yonder grassy . 
plot, Wlatered by Kedron, and shalcled by' the Mount of 
Oliv~ .. Emblem· Of such. scenes as occur stli11 among God's 
Abrahams! - when they meet together, their '~ing in the 
midst, enjoying sweet lfellowship in ordinanCes, or yet more 
special1y when they sit at the Lord's table, 'and re'alize 
there the future days df rest, when the feast df !fat things 
has come. . 

VII. JEHosHAPHAT.-The prophet Joel has sho'Yn us 
.this valJey, "the valley 6f DeciSion," or df ".the judgment 
of Jehovah!" 'Here the sUimmons. goes 'forth: "'Let the 
nations hI! wakened, 'and come up to the valley of Jehosha
phat" (Joel 3:13).· ,qPut -in the sidde"; "there.will I sit 
to judge." 

What a day! Hlis saints shalf !be wiith Him there, wh~n 
H;e comes to judge; 'I,>ut to them Iit.sh~1 be no time elf 'fea!I', 

for "the Lord shall be the hope Of His people; and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord your GOO dwela~ng ~n Zion, my 
holy mounltain" (Joel 3 : 16, 17). . 

Happy, happy they! for it 1S .3, day thaot ends the Sinner's 
rebe)lion; it is ·the day that decides the controversy in 
:favour 6f God. "Multitudes, mwltitudes in the. valley of 
De'C!ision" (Joel 3: 14); and here the prophet repeaJts ~t: 
"The day of the Lord is near ~n the valley of De~ision." 

In prospe'ct of that day, shall a man 're'malin 'uridecided 
stift? Do you hope to escape - peradventure to be over
looked amiid those ''imultitude\i, muatitudes?" No, it can
not be; you shall not evade notice. The eye elf lHim whb 
"ma:de ali things 'for himself" shall !fix uplOn you;' lfor He 
knows. how to glodfy His justJice in you on that day of 
eVil. He wiH require you to come forth; He will insist on 
your rubiding by the choice you made when your unhelief 
said, "Away wiith Christ; away with grate! away with the 
!blood of Christ! away with the obe'dien'Ce Of Chrust! a.way 
with the 'righteousness of Christ!" This ~s the valqey of 
Decision, the valley of "Jehoshaphat", the '~Lord's Judg
ment". . 

Up from tMs valley the saints go in triumphant pro
cession .to the ciW Of the Great King. They have passed 
through an the val1leys at fast - Achor, and Beraehah, and 
Daca, and Eshcol, ·and Rephai'm,' an:d Sh'aveh, 'and now, 
last Of al'l, Jehoshaphat. They h'ave come to their rest in 
the promlised KingdOm. . 

AU the rivers run into the sea, and there they help to 
. swe}IJ the. vast volume df ocean's waters; and even so shall 
all the wanderings of saints end ~n the one blessed home, 

. where :the memories of the past shaJn all contribute Ito the 
never ending variety and !freshness df the ine£faJble bliss. 

-The Reaper. 

on 
-iht Air 

Jarvis 

. aptist
(hurc~ 

Sunday 7~30 - 8.30 p.m. 

CHWO 1250 dial 

. I 
i 

1 



r 

September 5, 1957 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVoCATE (825) 5, , ' 

m~r 6trmnns pf IIr. m. m .• ~ttlb.6 
, / 

"The Fuln'ess of the Blessing of the' Gospel" 
(Stenographically Reported) 

Romans, chapter fifteen. 

I HA VE f.requeIitly -eallIed your attenltiionto the suggestive
n~ df the biogr3lphiC'al passa.ges in the Epistles of Paul. 

They show us how he lived, how he taught, how he plan
ned - 'del~ghVfrully naturaJI, and yet unmistakaJbly super
Il'aturaa. In this :fi'fteenth 'Chapter that is part!icularly notice
able. I wil:l re'ad !from the seventeenth to the twenty-ninth' 
verses: 

"I have thereifore wheredf 'I may glory through 
Jesus Christ lin those :things which pertain to God. 
For I wiU not dare to speak o'f any Of those things 
which Christ hath not wrought, by me, to make tlte 

, Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, through mJghty 
s~gns and wonders, by rthe power Of the SPirit df God; 
so that from Jerusa!lem, and round about unto Illyri
cu~ I have full'y preached the gospeJ. df Christ. Yea, 
so have 'I strived to pre'ach the gospel, not ,where 
Christ was n3JIIled, lest I should buliM upon another 
man's,lfoundation: but 'as ~t is wriltten, To whom he 
was not spdken of, they shall see: and they that have 
not heard sltall understand. For wh~ch cause ailso I 
have been much hindered ifrom coming to you. But 
now having no more place in these parts,and having 
a great desire these many' years ItO 'COme unto you; 
whensoever iJ take my journey into Spain, I wlill rome 
to you: for I trust to see you [n my journey, 'and to 
be brought on .my way th'itherward by you, ~f 'first I 
be somewh'at filled with your 'COmpany. -But now I go 
unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath 
pleased them o'f Macedonra and AchaJia, to make a 
certalin 'COntribution for the poor saints which are at 
JerusaDem. It hath pleased them verily; "an'd thei'r 
debtors they are. For i!f the Gentiles have been made 
paI1l:akers Of their spiritu'a!l 'things, their duty is also 
to miinister unto them in carnal th~gs. When there
fore I have J>erlormed this, and ,have sealed to them 
this 'fruit, I wj;~l 'COme by you, into Spain. And 'I 'a,.m 
sure th:a~, when 'I come unto you, 'I slra11 ~e in the 
fulness of the iJ1I.essing Of the gospel of Ohrist." 

Some years ago when I was going aw'aY for a ~'Cation 
in the srummerl!i:me, ,one df the Deacons of the church, bid
ding me goodbye, e~resSed the hope that I should have a 
pleasant time, 'and If.indm'any interesting occupations. He' 
said, '"To n:te, one Of the pleasures of travelling about 'is 
,to look out the jobs I 'do not want, and to observe how 
many men are occupied in dOing unp'le~sant things. I find 
some ground for thankfulness that 'I am not required to 
do -those thlings." I have felt a Httle like th'at when I have 
gone 'ailong the street and seen men carry.ing out ashes and 
throwling them into a truck; I have said to myself, I!f there 
were no one e1se to do it, I could try th'at jOb, but it is a 
disagreeable task. 

It is ,interestling, on the other hand, to look for the jobs 
we shoufd ,l~ke to do. Th'at iis why 'We Window-shop - to 
see what we should 'like to have 11£ we had the money. I 

never do it in Toronto, but occa.siona!lly when away from 
home, 'and I have to wait !fora tralin, I. enjoy looking into 
the windows 'and seeing things I wou~d, lOuy if I could. 
In imaginlatlion ~ feel m)'ileFf rich! Irt is interesting to read 
of other -rands and climes, 'and ~n imagination travel thereto 
and explore their !beauties. It is stlil1 better, when travelHng, 
to see some df the things !that you have read about, see 
some of the moruntain .. pealks to whkh you cannot attain. ' 

The 'Bible is a vel)' practi'C'a!l book, as we h'ave dften 
observed; yet it is a very challenging book. Its standards are 
sometimes dazzling, their a:ltitu'des defy us. We see what 
we ought to 'be, and what we might be - and then feel 
how f'ar short ,we 'COIIle of the possibilliaes o'f the Christian 
life. Out Duiflferin S,treet way, there 'is 'a flying-school, and 
whenever I pass it 'I drive slowl'y. I t}~ke to see them "take 
oilf", getang away up ,into the douds. I think, every devo
tional service such, as this ought to be a ~,kind df 'flying-
school - ' 

"Look, how we grovel here,bel'OW, 
Fond df these earthly toys; 

Our souls can neither fly nor go, 
To reach eternad joys." 

How e'aTthlboum;i we 'are! But "they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up w'.i.th 
wings as e'agleS; they sha!ll run, and not be weary; and they 
shaU wai1.'k, and not faant." 

Bitogmphlic'a.1 literature isaltways linteresting 'and instruc
tive, when, one !is pernmtted to keep ..;:ompany With ,some 
great soU'I, arid to feel something of the possibilities Of life. 
When Slir Wilfred Grenfell as a young medical student in 
London, hea:rd Mr. Moody preach, he said that he was 
resolved to make his rel[gion re'al or "chuck it" - 'an Eng
lliish phrase. 'I heard 'Sir Willfred t~lll something of his mis
sionary work, and oIf the hazards df that lilfe Of privation 
in L'abrador. As I shook hands 'With him afterward I said, 
''You m:ake me !feel 'as though I want to get 'away SOme
where 'an'd see nobody for a year or so," It makes one feel 
ashamed when he sees what some men have done. I ~ways 
have 'that feeling when re'adling Of the eJCPloits and achieve
ments of the Apostle PauL 

lIn dosing thlis 'Profound epistle, the 'greatest piece' of fogtic 
ever wri.tten, he drops down to rather commonpla'Ce ob
servatlions in some respects, te'l1~ng the ChriSitians 'at Ron:te 
that he has for a long time desired to see them, and that 
he hopes to do so in a short tiime. He has a 'little money 
that he is fa!king to the saints at Jerusalem, expressive of 
the aIflfect'ion 'and fellOwship oIf saints more fQrtunately'cir
'oumstance'd than they; 'and lin due time he hopes to go to 
Spalin. Then he 'adds this tremenqous statement, "And I 
'a,.m sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in ~e 
fulness Of the blesSing of the gospel oIf Christ." " 

'How many Of us dare say that? 'If there is anyone that 
can now m'a!ke that Scripture their own, I am h'alf inclined 
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to invlite ·you to stand. Would you dare Ito write to any
one and say, "I .hope to see you soon. 'and when I 'Come, 
I am sure that I shall rome in the !fulness of the blesSing of 
the gospel of Christ"? To wHat spintuail stature must a 
man 'attain before he dare to use such language 'as that! 
B~t i!f we may not say it, we 'CaD at least 'aspire toward it. 
If we. have not scaled that mountain-pea:k, we 'CaD at least 
'look 'at it, and see how far up we can climb. ShaH we do 
that? 

Very simply: a 'PossesSion to be desired, a benefit to be 
conveyed, 'and 'an assuran'Ce to be coveted, and, if I have 
time and the courage, I wliJol dare to speak of 'an ideal that 
may be attained. 

'I. 
What does Paul mean by the 'Yulness of the blessing 

of #Ie gospel. Of IChrist"? What a tremendous senten'Ce that 
is! We know something df the gospel 'as a revelation of 
truth. We know sometHing Of it as a message representing 
the divine puI'pOse and wliJIl for us. The doctrines of the 
gospel 'are not unimportant; we ought all to know what 
the g'OSpe'1 is; we 'Ought to !be scIiiptural1y informed, thor
oughly instructed. It is 'important that w~ know what we' 
believe, and why we believe it. So I might 'Outline to you 
th'at system df truth whi'Ch we 'Call the go9p~, but I 'asS~me 
you are famil~i:lr with it - the person of Christ and His 
work, His atonement !for us, the necessity of the new birth, 
and so on. We :may 'know the gospel 'alfter that fashion. I 
have known 'a great many 'Peop'le who were thoroughly in
stru'Cted respecting the 'letter 'Of the guspel, wh'Oapparently 
knew very .little Of the "blesSing" df the gospel. But ever
more "the 'letter kio1,leth, but the spirit giveth Ii!fe." We may 
be sound theologica!l.ly, ped'ectfy'orthodox, and yet as dead. 
as the book from whiCh we have learned Our ol'thodoxy, 
having no life at 'all. 

Paul did not say -te these ~eman Christians, '''When I 
come to you, I shal'l 'COIlle thoroughly competent to teH 
you what the gospel is." He did not say, '"I shaH rome'weU 
able to expound its great 'Principles, and to msoourse upori 
its mysteries." N'O! No! AU that was &nvolved, but there 
was something vastly more than th'at. He speaks of. the 
"!blessing" of the gospel. It would be very interesting if 
some of us sh'Ould receive a communication contalining a 
copy of someone's wiU, informing us that we had fadlen 
heir to a 'considerable fortune. That wouold be to us a 
gospel, gOOd news. 'But ,if we had nothing more th'an the 
envelope and: parchment, we' 'Could read it over until we 
were blind and it would benefit us nothing. You say, "That 
is aH right. It tells me df what is m!ine .. But I iliin'k I will 
get in tou~h with the executors, and find out where to get 
it. The will says there is a house for me - I want to 'live 
in 'it. The will 'Says there i.s money 'for me -J shou1d like to 
have it. The w1ll says there is old silver and beautiiful po~
tery ~ I should llike to have them. The will says there is 
a great estate where I may roam at liberty - I. want to 
discover it." 

It IS well to have the w~ll, !but !it is better to have the 
'~blesSing" of it. I t is one thling to read lin .th~ Bible the 
wll1 of our' great Bene'factor:. it is 'another matter to have 
the blessing' of it, to be enriched by it. That .:is what Paul 
was talking ·albout. The gospel had, to him, long sin'Ce 
'Ceased to Ibe a m:ere ahstraction, a mere phii~osophy df 
-things. It was A BUNDLE OF BL'FJSS'ING. IRe said, "I 
have it." -

I t would !be possible to spend our tiime on 'an inventory 
of the '''blessings'' of the gospel, and !break th1s great phrase 
up into its 'Constiituents ~nd ~y, "What is involved ,in the 

blessing?" We shOU!ld speak aJbout the fOl'giveness of sin; 
the pardon of al1 'Our transgressions; of our standing ~n 
Christ. justification in Rim, His robe of righteousness about 
us; the priceless jewel of 'Peace - '~Being justified by faJith, . 
we have peace with God." We shou!ld speak too of the joy 
o!f the Lord, the 'assurance of OUr present standing before 
God, an'd of all our hope for the !future. We might 'easily 
spend the time at .our disposal, I say, speaking of the ele
ments o'f this blessing of which, I trust, we have all had ~t 
least a taste: "0 taste 'and see ,that the Lord is good!' 
Taste ~l! I trust we have all :tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

nut.it Was nat of the gospel in' abstraction, nor yet of the 
mere blessting of the gospel as 'a rea:lity of Ohristian experi
ence - that is not what Paul speaks of; but of the "{ulness" 
'of ·the blessing o'f the gospel Of Christ. I apprehend that he 
meant by that, that such blessing as he enjoyed had come to 
him in the superlative degree. He was a map. of faith - not 
'little faii:th,' not ju'St like one waIking on ,thin ice, afraid of 
brea:king through, but wa1king with :fiirm and steadfast step, 
as though he knew there was a sOlid Ifoundation beneath 
his !feet. We read of one who was ''full of 'faith". 

Have·you ever been ene, let us say, of a party of t~ or 
three, where some absent person was under discussion, and 
sorile word mare or iess derogatory of the absent one was 
spoken? Someone. salid, "That is reaUy so, is it?" "Yes." 
An'Other said, "Well, I scarcely ibe'Pieve that. I did not think 
that of 'him." Bul a thlird stands erectly an'd says, "I do 
not believe ~t. It simply is not true." "Haw de you 'know?" 
"I know the ·m:an." "And what do you know of him?" "1 

.know h:im intimately; I trust him absolutely; he is m
capaible of the. thing you suggest." One had no faith at. aU 
lin respect to tHat absent one; the second had 'a litJtle faJith; 
but the third.was "full" Of 'faith, Ifaith in the superlative 
degree. . 

'PaUl enjoyeq the ".fulness of the blesSing of the gospel 
of Christ." He was ful}} df faith. When 'a thing ~ full of 
'One element, there is no room in.it !for an'Other. I heard 
df a father ·reproving his 'boy fer the poor report he had 
brought ftom school. The boy said he was sorry, but he 
had done the very best he could. ·'1 am sorry, too," said 
his father, 'and apparently diiSmisse'd the subject. Presently 
he 'asked the son te go with him out 'into the garden, where 
he ·had some dearing to do. He set the boy at work filling 
a basket with stncks 'and shavings. When it was !fuU, the 
father said, '~Pack it down, and put ~n mere." When the 
I'ad had done so, he repeated the :instruction. He fiUed 'and 
stamped, 'fiI!Ied and Sltarn'ped, until the top of it was rounded 
up. ·'Now," salid the !father, '.'1 want you to ca·rry those 

. apples down ceJ;]ar; put tht."ITJ in the !basket." "But I can
net: the lOasket 'isa!lready JuII:" '~I tell you to 'filllthat bas
ket wlith the 'apples." "I cannot.' ~t is fuB ·df chips and 
shavings." "And that is wqy your he'a:d would not hold 
anything your teacher tried to-teach you. It was full of 
something else." . 

When a man lis fuH of faith, there is not much room for 
doubt and un'Certalinty. This man was full of all Christian 
gra'Cesand virtues. !He enjoyed them to the :full. I suppose 
he was 'full df peace - not just 'a supeIf.idiaJI peace, but 
that peace -that has depth t'o it. They say that no matter 
how rough ,the oce'an is on the sud'ace, in its depths' it is 
unmoved; aU the storms are superficial. J suppose that is 
true df the :thoroughly ~nstructed Christian: any dis
turbances there are are on the surlace Of things. 'I suppose 
th'at is what" 'Paul" meant when he salid, "'Sorrowiful, yet 

.. allway. rejoicing." Just 'a Iiittle ripple on the surface o'f 
things, but dawn ~n the depths, full df iblessintg, 'full Of 
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1 

I 

j 



September 5, 1957 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (3?7) 7 

peace, and ifun of joy. We need tlIat. T do. There are some 
people who are natura!lly cheerfU'l; they can wh~s1!le all the 
day long - and when they are not whistling, they -sing. 
There are some other people who are disposed to walk in 
the shade, natura:llya little gloomy. We need gra:ce, not 
only to have j'oy, but to be joyful. So we might go on and 
enumerate all the qualhies oIf a trolly Christian cilara!Cter, 
and I suppose in PauiJ's e~rience these were more ful1y 
developed than in other cases. !He had ·the "fu'lness" of the 
gospel. 

Of ~urse 'it meant that he had a larger conception of the 
scope and sweep of the gospel. The gospel, to hi~, was 
something 'far bigger than it was to some others. Fun of 
blesSing. How shaH I 'put it? It is refreshing, is it not, to 
meet a man or woman m'annestly in exuberant hea!lth? As 
I was turnling the comer of a street one day this week, I 
saw a man - not 'an old man - wi,th a W'aJlking stick, that 
he carvied not 'for ornament, but 'for use. 'I had to slow 
ply car as this oomparatively young roan almost shufned 
across the street. I S'a!id to myselif,. Poor ifellow, I wonder 
what is wrong with him? 'But one sees other men with 
fiIm step, whose eyes are 'a:lmost like a ~lame oIf !fire. The 
glow df health is upon Itheir cheeks; there M; a sprilghtliness 
and spring about 'all their actions; 'aDd one exeiIaims, What 
a heal:thy man he is! Such an one lis !full of life, full of 
health - not lliving 'at 'a poor dying rate, not an anaemic, 
haFf-starved roul, but a man elf brawn and muscle, well
developed, if.it for the day's task. Is there anything in li'fe 
that is ml()re inspiring than to see a human personality just 
l-itera"lly ting~ing with heaJlth, ready for anything? 

I remember walkiing with a !friend 'SOIlle years ago, and 
as we went aiong !the sidewalk, a team of horses were pull
ing a great dray 'a:cross- the Sidewalk, entering a oJ'ane. They 
were two magnificent c~eatures~ gray', I rather think they 
were Clydesdales; with floWing mane, and harness nicely 
polished, arched nec'ks. They had 'a tremendous Iload be
hind them. As they Ibowed their heads and put Ithe strength 
of their great shoullders agaiinst that 'lbad, 'and pulled it 
triumphantly across the dhstruction, the godly Ifriend who 

. was with me ,paused, as was his wont, 'and touching me, he 
said, '"Look! How good our God is to ogIive ull sU'Ch nO'ble and 
able servants 'as these." T\:I.ose 'animals were So fun of life 
and of power they 'challenged one's 'admiration, and made 
him ifeel, 1 wish I were like that, that I 'couM dl() anything. 
1 fancy Paul Was 'like that, so glorious a Christian, mani
£esl:'ly ''full'' of the biessing-olf the gospel of Ohrist. 

II. 
And there were BENEFI1.1S TO BE CONVEYED. The 

gospel, Paul conceived, was not for himself 'alone; he had 
something· tha t he would fain limp~rt to others; for said 
he, '"I am sure that, when I 'Come unto you, I shaH come 
in the fu;lness of the blessing oIf Ithe gospel of Christ." In 
effect, "I 'am going to bring all my wealth with me when 
I come." \He was going 'for that special purpose, ifl()r he had 
desired that he m~ght have some fruit among them also. 
The g'ospe1 was not given !for our own enrichment only. 
I t 'is a message :to. be de1iivered. We Often see the postman 
on h~s round with h~s bag oIf 1etters. He is not carrying a 
bagfuI of orn'aments, he is not proud df the fa'Ct that. he 
has been entrusted wit'h 'a bag df literary treasures which 
are Ito be analyzed and admired: he has 'a message to 
deliver, and it is hi.s buSiness to deliver it. He is- someone's 
ddiverer. . 

Tha:t is what the Christian iis. We -have the message in 
its !fulness, and Pau'l says, "I 'am 'keen to deJiiver it. I want 

to get out oh my rounds; I have a long time desired It~ 
to come to you, these many ye3!S." Can you maiintain a 
spiritual 'amibj,1Jjl()n with the possih~lity of gratiification for a 
number of years together? We have some worthy impulses, 
but our goodness is ~ike a morning cll()ud ·that vanishes 
'3IW'ay. But here was a man who 'had 'Cherished a secret desire 
tha.t had grown into 'a delfinite putPose, saying, "I wiU go 
to ,them sl()me time." Year a!fter y~'ar he nursed that idea 
in his he~rt, untJil at I-ast he said, "I am comIing soon now; 
I have wanted to come lfor many years, and I have not . 
c.hanged my. purpose; I have m,y aim, and I will pursue it." 

So ought :it to be with us. That is what our gospel is -
certainly something to be enjoyed ourselves, but something 
tp be c'ommun~'Cated to others as we11. TI() Paul, it was 
a seed to be. planted - and that is the gospel. The seed is 
the Word, 'and the Wl()rd ,is seed; and we are to !find some 
p~ace to pI-ant :iIt. This husbandman saJid, in ,the opening 
of the epistle - to repe~t 'a quotation I made 'a moment 
ago - "I pUI1p'OSed to come unto you . . . that I might 
have some fruit among you also, even 'as 'aml()ng other 
Gent~les -- I have so much of the good seed that 'I have 
not yet been able to find ground enough in which to 
pl'ant it. I have had my eye on Rome; I think :it 'WOuld 
make a good !bed for the garden df the Lord. I am going tu 
visit you, ·and have Some fruit to the pra~se 'and glory of 
God aml()ng you also." . . 

T.hat 'is why we 'are pUll: in trust wlit'h the gospel. We are 
seedsmen. Next time you pass 'a. seedsman's window, stop 
and lOOk at it. Did you ever see 'anyone window-shopping· 
at'a seedsnran's windbw? NlOt very dften. Who wants tu 
look at dry seeds and bu}bs? They do not look attra!Ccive. 
Jif ithat is all we are, just 'a seedsman's window, we are not 
veryattra'Ctive either. You had better get out and do some 
planting, lfor when we plant it, 'and lit brings ifor:t'h 'fruit to 
tJ:te glbry oif God, we adorn Itlhe ·gospel of God our Saviour 
in aoJl things. Then we wi;Ji make the gospel a·ttracuve. 

The gospcl. is a trust to be invested. What is a h'an,k for? 
Just to receive money, 'and .put it in 'a V'ault, and lock ~ up 
tight to IaSsure no one's stea'ling it? Is that how !banks oper
ate? No! 'I read somewhere that the art of banking is 
gettmg filch IOn other people's money. 11£ banks are to e~st 
they must invest the ml()ney entrusted to them. What would 
you do if you had 'a few dollars to spare? Would you put 
it in a glass oase so you could 'look at it every day and say, 
"How rich I am! I have money - there it is"? Would you 
nO't rather say, "1: do not need it 'at the present time so 
I will put it to work." In the parable of the taaents, 'our 
Lord set forth that prindple: "Thou oughtest therefore to 
have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my 
coming I shoU'ld have received mine own With usury." He 
~a~d, "I expect some Interest on what I give you. I make 
you my agent; go. and invest it, so that when I come I 
sha!ll have not'only the orig:ina!l depoSit, hut 'an increase 
beside." We o~ght to be mul~iplying the gospel 'by the in
vestment of our spiritual gifts, by putting out the gospel 
deposit that it may earn" something for our Lord's glory_ 

We are aN social creatures, even if we are not sociable, 
for "no. man Iliveth unto himsel~r'. There 'are a great many 
things in l~fe that one cannot enjoy alone. Have you not 
noticed, when. people are together, they keep exclaiming, 
"Loo'k!"; or, "Did you hear that?" Other people saw or 
heard iit as well as you - why did you call. attention to 
it? For the simple reason that you cannot enjoy things 
unless someone shares i.t with you. That is natural. So is it 
with the gospel. 
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'The meail unshared is food unblessed 
. Thou hoaTd'st ,in valin what ~ove should spend." 

We must be 'at. work,. sharing the blessing with other people. 
I t means that we have to communicate life to others. 

We 'are to be the medium 01£ such communication: "I am 
CQrne that they migli~ have tlilfe, and that they might have 
it more 'abundantly." Ina certaiin sense, life is given to 
give away. That 5s our business, n~ to live unto ourselves, 
b.ut to cal'ry enl'ichment to aU about us. 

'III. 
All that has been more ~r less comnIonpla:ce, out here 

is the wondrous thing. Here is a man \Yho said this extra
ordinary thing: "I am sure that, when I come unto you, 
I sh'al~ come lin the fulness df the blessing df the gospel 
of Christ." Would you Hke to be aJble to say that? How 

. desIraJble thus to be spiritU'aHy dch! What do you want a 
great deal df money for? Do you say you do not ? There 
is not one here who has not dreamed of;it a hundred times. 
Wh'at would you do With it? J!f you are a Christian, I 
will venture to say you have indu1ged the deligh1lful fancy 
- I' have scores of. time - of being in a positiion fo meet 
the needs df needy people. It 1S hard to st'and helpless ijn 
the face of human need. How hummated those disciples 
were when the father of that poor b'oy said to the Master 
as He c'ame down from the mount, 'IILord, have mercy on 
my spn: for ,he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for O£ttimes 
he Ifalleth into the /fire, 'and dft !into the water. And I 
brought him to thy disciples, 'and they could not ~ure hIi,in"! 
They had not the "'fU!lness oif the blessing"; they were help
less lin the presence df.that great need. I say, they must have 
felt. a' deep sense of humfliation, as you 'and I have done 
so often when we have Iddked upOn some distressing tase 
and said, Oh th'at I had power to bring blessing into this 
human iife. In your 'fancy, even as you ,have d'reamed of 
the possession of maternaJl things, there have come up be" 
fore your mind a processlitm of needy friends, and you have 
said :to yourself, Wou~d I not love .to go to them 'and say, 
All your 'troubles are over; you have. 'a rich relative. Who 
of us would not Hke to be in t,hat position?. 

It seems· to me that SUCH AN ASSURANCE WOULD 
BE BLESSEDLY COIMPIEDLING. If . you and oJ were 
.sure, 'absolutely sure, 'that we had the power 'to c~uni
'cate ."the /fuIness of the blessing df the gospel of Christ" 
to someone eise, do you suppose anyone would have· tb 
exhort 'lIS to go V'is5ting? We would get up in the middle 
oif the night to go. We w'ou~d 'go anywhere 'jIf we were sure 

. that our visit ~ld not be lin vain. 
Why is it we 'do not go? Why)s it we faia to do so many 

things? Simply bec'ause we are'prolfound-Iy conscious of our 
.ow~ poverty "and impotentce. If I should say to you, "Will 
you go to sel! So-arid~So?" You right say, "I t would do 
no good." "Paul, how wouM you . like to go to Rbme?" 

, "Oh, oJ have wanted to go ifor 'a -long ti,me." "wm you 
go?". "Certa~nly "1 wli11l at the first opportuni,ty." "Would it 
do any good?" "Certainly. When I 'go, :it wiH be in 'the 
fulness ·of the blessing oIf the gospel of Christ. It is bound· 

·to do good." If we had that conlfident assurance, how it 
would compel us in, a hundred directions! H'ow beautiful 
Would be our feet upon the mountain, preaching good 
tidiings,and pUlbl~shing pea:ce, 'and sayling untb Zion, Thy 
God reigzteth! ,It{ only we were thus sure! 

·Hmv profoundly comifortingit wou~d be to our own 
sou;ls to live in the t'onsciousness' of that possession, with 
sU'ch a power ·at our command! It is a high ideal, is it not?' 

If -Our tea'Chers in the School had that, when we got ou'r 
reports 'on vislita'tion, they wou~d all be one hundred per 
cent. There WoU!ld /be no excuses If or work undone. 'If you 
were. sure you could convey blessing, you wo~ld make time, 
you would do,lit somehbw, n()thing would stop you if you 
were sure th<l!t you would never go;in ~in. 

IV. 
It is AN In'EAL THAT IS NfTA!INABLE. 'Paul 

reaChed :it. He was sure. 'J1herdfore, So'meh~ or another" 
it is possible for aJI!1 Oof us tb be sure. Will you . think 0'£ 
that m'atter? 'It is possible for every teacher and every 
prea:cher and every private w~tness ifor Christ, to be abso
luteiy'Certann that he wil~ never speak whoRy in vain. We 
may not always see the result immediately, but we ·may go 
about our work, lirke the man who drops the seed into the 
soil, 'and ·covers it up and goes home, cbn'fidenlt that it will 
bring :f'Orth fruit. You 'In~ght say to ·the sower, "What. have 
you done to-day? I see no green fields." "No; but ~ am 
sure that when· God's time of vlisitanbn comes, when the 
seasons roll around; thaJt the seed 'I planted wrJoI g-row and 
bear fruit. I have not wasted 'a minute of my mme to-d'ay. 
I 'am sure." I say, that ideaJI is withlin our reach; we may 
be sure. , 

We may be sure on the ground thaf,i:t is: scripturally 
assured to us. "He that ~th !forth and ,weepeth, b~ing 
precibus seed, shaH doubvless 'COme again with rejoicing, 
hringJng hlis sheaves with him." it will not be in vain. But 
we must sow ~n ifai,th. Not all that we do will spring up 
like Jonah's goui'd. Not -always shaJtl we see immediate. 
resuhs -,- but we m'ay Ibesure Ithat when we go, we go 
"in the fu:lness of the blessing of the gospel df Christ." 

And as it is S'CripturaJly assured to us, it may be experi
mentally· demonstrated. 'What the gospel has done fur you, 
itc~ do tfor others - 'and what iUs doling fOT you, h will 
do 'for others. The question for us 'aJ.ways is, Are we liViing 
now in. a present experience 'df the albounding grace of the 
Lord Jesus? Do we know something, for ourselves, of -the 
'~fulness of the blessing of the goS'pel df 'Ghrist"? They have 
in ,the United States and in England, and here, lit/tle re
freshment booths ·t~at they 'C'aTI '~Siratck bars", or, '·Snack 
countel'S." They do not undertake to give yOu a reM meal, 
but just a "sna:ck", just somethling to go on. That may not 
be so bad provided you have .. a 'goo'd so1id meal behind you, 
and in prospect; but :1£ you live on "snaCks", you w~ll be 
·some sort of 'a. snag alfter··a while. There WiJtl ·not be much 
df you. 

A good many reHgious institutions in 'our day are just 
"snack cOUnters". Let us not be s'atisf;ied with that. Let us 
he amibitious to possess the "fUllness of the blessling df the 
'gospel of ChTist". Let us pray That we may have grace -
and I would be lin 1ine with Scripture in this - to "covet 
earnestly the best gifts". Let us ask God so to .fiB us with 
His :{u:Jness that we may be·!ful~ of faiTh, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Then we sh'all be fun of the '~blessing of the gospel 
df Christ" ; and of that fu;Jness we shaltl be able to 'Com
muni'eate to others, 

May the ILord give us this holy ambition, for His name's 
salke. Amen. 
October 28, 1937. 

To Je&us then your trouble bring, 
Nor murmur at YOUT lot; 

WhHe you are poor, and he ~s King, 
You shaH not he forgot. 

-WILLIAM COWPER 

I 
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"LET US GO ON" 
A Sermon by Rev. John Wilmot, D.D. 

Of Highgate Road Baptist Church. London. England. 

(Stenographically Reported) . , 
"Therefore leaving the princjples of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto per

fection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God, 

"Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment."-Hebrews 6:1-2. 

Prayer by Dr. Shields counsel of God 'on the subject. They will cite texts which, 
We come to' Thee, 0 Lord our God, as to the great Store- if read apart from .their context, appear to pl'ace the re

house, in Whom are hid all the treasures which we so urgently sPbn~ilbrIity for 'uheir final salvation upOn themselves. And 
need. We thank Thee for Him Who is the Door thereto, for there are -passages df 'Scripture which, taken out df -their 
the One Whose name is our password, to Whom Thou hast 
pledged Thy word in everlasting covenant, and for Whose context, might seem to te'a:ch the reverse 'of Ithat which. 
sake Thou art able to have mercy even upon sinners. We with theiT 'context, they are obviously intended to tea'Ch. 
thank Thee that if we have Jesus Christ we have everything, So there 'are peop'le who say they believe 'they may be saved 
and we are rich for time and for eternity. Draw near to us d ' d I' , 
this morning, we pray Thee, and fill our hearts with joy, to- ay, 'an 'ost to-morrow. 
and our lives with practical thanksgiving because of all that The saJva1fion whiCh is in Chrnst Jesus is eternal. When 
Thou hast done for us in Christ Jesus the Lord. once God, has begun the good work we may be 'Certain 
W~ thank Thee for that godliness which is profitable to that He wi11 perfect h. The 'Comiforting assurance ~ salva

the life that now is. We thank Thee for all the joys of the tion may be received from separalte p'assages df'Scripture; 
Christian life, for all the delightful experiences that are bU,t it ~s most dleaTly perceived ifrom the whole New Testaours because, by, Thy grace, we have been brought into fel-
lowship. with Thyself; for the earnest of our inheritance m~nt do'otrine of the salvation wrought for us by the life 
which is ours until the ,time of the redemption of the pur- and death 0'£ 'our Dord Jesus Christ. Here, however, is a 
chased possession. . passage of S'Cripture which, ~f it be not rightly understood, 

We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for that which Tho~ hast given m'ay o'cca~ion doubt respecting the believer's final destiny. 
us while as yet we have not come of age, nor are entitled ·to 
our full inheritance in Christ. Help us that we may take . I h:ave notked that this pa<;sage is by some d~sm'issed 
full advantage of all the riches of Christ, the spiritual bless- from '3Jpplication to Christian people in general because 
ings wherewith Thou hast blessed us in heavenly places in it is written in an epistle addressed to the Hebrews; and 
Christ. .. dd d 

We thank Thee for this p.rospect of which we have read, they, being Gentiles, conSider that It IS not a resse to 
this morning, of iI. day of ultimate victory, of spiritual com- them! But I 'would rem1in'd you that th~s epistle would 
pletion, when we shall be like unto our glorious Lord. Help never have been wri'ttenat all were not these lHebrews' also 
us this morning by Thy grace that we may not be unmindful Ohristians. It ·was not written to them because they were 
of that which is reserved for us in heaven who are kept by df the Hebrew' ra'Ce; but because they had embraced the 
the power of God through faith 'unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. . Ohristian (aith. And it has -appl,i'Cation to aH who are 

'Bless us in our 'meditation upon Thy word this morning. Christians, whether 'they be' r'aoi'aHy Hebrew or Genti!le. 
Speak to us through Thy servant, we pray Thee, as he The epistle takes 'into aC'count, necessarily, -the religious 
declares to us the unsearchable riches of Christ. Look this customs of the people to whom 1:t was written, and the con
morning upon .every member of this congregation, men and ditions which obtained among them. It is pecul~ar in its 
-Women, boys and girls. Make us all to be partakers of the . 
grace of .life, sharers in the victory of Jesus Christ. Save character, and 'cannot be 'compared with any other epistle 
such as are unsaved, and sanct~y those who are Thy children, in the New Testament. 
and glorify Thyself in us all, for Jesul;l Christ's sake, Amen. Have you heard :the simp'le coupilet respecting the Testa-

THE content of this 'cha,pter 1S somewhat depres,sing, but 
;it 'C'ondudes wii,th the certaiinty o'f hope in Christ. 

There is a saying in England - I suppo~e you use it 
oveT here as we1il-th'at "fuols and ibairns shou~d not see 
things hal'f done". We need to ta'ke lnto rev-iew the whole 
Of the 'chapter in order to see cleaI1ly the whole truth. A 
half ·truth is s'Ometimes a. olie. You wiU be 'fami,lliar with 
the term Oalvinistic as desc~~p:tiive of the manner in which 
some Christian'S hold the truth. They believe in the sover
eignty of divine grace; that ilf onte :they are in Christ they 
are in Ohri~t ;forever; that it is God Who has begun the 
good work in them, and He wi'll perlforn:t ;it untD:l the day 
'of Jesus Christ. Your Pastor is one df those ("Amen!"); 
and I 'am another! I trust you aN are such who profess 
faith in the S'aViour. ' 

There are, however, professing Christian people who' 
t~ke ano'ther viiew. The reason why some speak df thei,: 
salvation as dependent in measure upon themselves :is pos
sibly because they do not -take into 'account the whole 

ments-
"The old is by the new reveaJled~ 
The new is in the 'old concealed"? 

The reason then' whv we do ,not have such a book as 
LeV-incus in the New Testament 1S that we have the epistle 
to the Hebrews. The "shadOWs" of Leviticus are revealled 
,in Hebrews; and :the realities of Hebrews 'are 'COncealed in 
Leviticus. Hebrews, expl'ains those things ordalined of God 
and observed by Israel during the d~spensation 'df the types, 
whi'ch were 'Pictures of 'the S'alvatlion a'Ccompl:ished by 
Christ Jesus. And so this epistle is intended 'to show us, 
by comparison and 'contrast, that the Reality has come! 
And yet we 'cou{d not 'possibly apprehend the Iulness there 
is in Jesus 'Christ our Saviour' but ifor the ministry Of these 
types and sHadows. I question 'if any believe.r 'COuId have 
perceived ~n the one offering of the 'Lord Jesus upon the 
tree the fuHilment and fulness of Divine ·requirement, but 
ifor the revelation in the Old ·Test3Jffient of many S'acrifi'Ces 
as types of His one perfect Sa'Crifice. Cou1ld we ever have 
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, . 
understood without the Old Testament, that the one sacri
fice Of Christ ifulHHe~ the sin offering, the trespass offer
'ing, the 'burnt o'fifetiing, ,the meal dffeving, ·the peace oiffer-, 
ing, and 'm'any lesser sacrifices? The Old Testament sup
plies 'the 'figures df the true; 'and the New Testament points 
out the realities; because in Christ the shadows have passed 
away, and ,the true light now shineth. 

L'aslt Sunday morning I suggested to you that in this 
epistle the key to :its revelation of Jesus Chvist is given 
in 'those words O'CCurring in both the first 'and ~ast 'chapters 
which spea!k Of iRis ,immutalbil~ty; there is no change in 
Him or lin His 'achievemehts. 'But of those who profess 
al'legian'ce to Christ the 'reverse lis the case""':' there is 'change 
,in us. We need not to be told that: we are reminded of 
it in a thousand drfferent ways. And so, it wou~d seem, 
the key ~ords in respe'ct to' Christian people, are given in 
the exhortations - "Let ,us go on", ,and on the other hand, 
Let us not be drawing back. '~Let us go on u'I,lto maturity'.', 
that "is ,the word here; and a;t the end df chapter ten we 
read: "Now the just shaH 'llive by faith: lbut if any man 
dora'w back, my soul shall' have no pleasure ~n h1im." And 
blessed are :they who with aSsurance can say, '''We are not 
df them who draw Iba'C'k unto perditiion: but of them that 
'believe to the saving of the soul." 

The ApOstle in this :chapter referS, not so much to back
sliders; 'as to those who lbecome apostates. The opening 
ha!~f of the 'CliaJpter describes apostasy; ,the disavowal or 
crbandonment of ,the, positionprevious'ly held; and ,.the lat-

, ter ha'lf of the chapter speaks df our assU'rance - if faith 
in Ghrist lis genuline, if we 'are itru'ly founded on Him; if 
the root of the In'atte'r is in us. And we 'can give proof of 
the root of the matter being :in us by our going 011, by 
growing up into Christ in at}.} things. T() 'a Ohristian him
sdf the ey.idence df 'the reaIity of hlis profession, df his 
possession of spiritual life, is tha!t he makes progress. If 
there be no growth where is the evidence that he has living 
root? (vs. 7-8). That is the piinciple of this chapter. The 
Scripture sometimes ,places It-he responsibility for eviidencf! 
upon ~s. We 'are to m'alke our ca:H~ng and elec1iion sU're, 
that is, evident. The Lord Jesus and iRis apostles sp,,:ke in 
this manner: "He that saith, I 'know Him, and keepeth not 
His commandments, is 'a: liar and the 'truth is not in him." 
"If ye know these dJiings, blessed are ye ;if ye do them." 

I. 
We are admon'ished, then, to leave certain principles in 

order to obey this precept: "Let us go on." What are these 
principles which we are bidden to leave? 'Sometimes we 
get a 'Clea-rer understanding df our version' by a paraphrase, 
or another transl'afion. It would be :in 'accOrd with the 
meaning'df this open:ing sentence to substitute the words
"Startling 'ou't Ifrom, ~nd leav,ing behiind, ithe word of the 
heginning df Christ, let us go on u~'to ma-tu~ty." As ap
pli'c.alble to Helbrews the word first of all might have refer
ence to the Old Testament :typica,l revdlation of the LoTn 
Jesus. as though, tha!t were ,the word df the beginning of 
Christ conveyed to Israel in those t}'lpes and pictures and 
shadows. The shadows were ,to be left for :the ,substan'c.e 'in 
Christ. 'But -passing to New Testament dorotrine :in gen
era'!, the explanation is given in six prindiples here enum
erated. The, principles df the beginning - "the !first prin
ci-piles 'Of the orades df :God" (v. 12) - are 'laid down here 
m th'a!t there may 'be no mistak'ing what theya're. We have 
them 'in three 'coU!plets. They 'constitute the foundation. 
namely: "Repentan'ce Ifrom dead wor~, and fahh to)Varn 
God"; ",the doctrine of baptJsins, and, df laying on of 

hands"; the "resu,rrectlon df the dead, and eternal judg
ment". They are foundation prlindipleS essential to the 
beginning ohhe Christian life. 

T-he first two, Repentance and Faith, represent the li.n
ward and individual aspect df the taSe. They pertain to 
the sinner's heart and conscience. They are !first p~ciples 
which 'an evangdIist must prea'ch. They are solemn sub
jects whioh the apostle Paul ,tQlldthe Ephesians he had 
preached 'aJmong them to whith their conversi'On must be 
att~ibU!ted ('Acts XX: 21 ) . He declared all the 'COunsel of 
God, but he mentions these two essenti'als especially be
cause they 'concern :the question of our sin and guilt, of 
which we need to repent, and of s'a.'lvation in Christ Jesus 
which tis r~ceived through Ifaith. 

Secondly you have the 'Ordinance of baptism, coupled 
with the laying on df hands. You do not require to be 
reminded qn th!is place that ba¢i.sm is ~njoined to be db
s_erved at the beginning of the Christian life. There are 
'two ordinances given by the 'Lord Jesus to His Church. 
One is baptism, :to be received by eoch professed lbe1iever 
U!pon his believing. It is the foundation 'Ordinance. The sec
ond is that df the Lord's 'Supper, a 'Church ord!inance, for 
the observance df the whole company of God's people band- , 
ed together in Christian fellowship,' a memorial !feast to 
be !kept until the Lord shalB 'Come again. The laying on of 
hands, here associated With .baptism, might 'be taken to 
represent the method by wh!ich the batptized believer, the 
newly converted person, was a.postdlically received into the 
fellowship o'f, the Christian Church. So that these two prin
ciples indicate the outward and 'COvporate aspect in <laying 
the foundation. 

In the third pl'ace 'there are named, "resurrect:ion" and 
"eternal judgment". They respect the !future, for the 
gospel is de~igned rightly to relate the beIiewng sinner 
to the future. Here then is the forward and eternal aspect. 
The 'Christian life at its inception has regard to future des
tiny. Therefore, these principles df the beginning, indi
viidual, covporate, eternal, being settled, "let: us go on unto 
maturity". 

Having !>tarted out ,from these principles we 'are to 1eave 
them, in the sense of not i'aying agaJin the foundation -
'but not, o'f cou'rse, to a'bandon ,them. Our 'ohurch has a 
stone pulpit, rather ornate in 'appearance, a good piece of 
sculpture; but it has no stairway into the 'audlitorium. It 
is entered by a door at the side. Belfore I 'Came ,away I 
looked over a sketch prepared by an architect, of staiirways 
proposed 'for the two sides df the :pu'lpit. The draughtsman 
remarked that he had shown no foundation, and the builder 
'Would require to 'a,llow for some'brick or stone work under 
the floor. This was n'ot shown 'On the plan, but was under
~tood as being 'albsolutely ne'cessary to the scheme. You can
not build a superstmcttIre save upon a Ifoundation, but you 
do not finish ,v.ith the foundation: you begin with:it. The 
'foundation lis Ifor the sake df the superstru'Cture. Th'at, T 
th~dk, is a 'very simple iHustration df what the Apostle had 
,in mind when he wrote ,those words. We <leaye the founda
'fii6n, not by alb'andoning iot, 'as though it were obso1ete; but 
by bui'iding upon it. " , 

So it should not be necessary to be repeatedly lay'ing down 
foundations for people who are 'aJlready profeS\'led Chris
tians. You plant a seed in the ground. It germinates. It 
for'ms root. Then the stem 'COmes up. T'he seed and the 
root are for the sa'ke of the stem and the fruit. -But you, are 
not 'Content with the 'root; your dbjective ,is fruit; yet you 
cou1ld not have the fruit without the toot. And that, to 
change the ~fFgure, is the meaning here. Some thlings belong 
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to the beginning, but they suppose, !lIld are for :the sake of 
the !intended 'course and end. Thus the Apostle writes: 
"Leave these things Of which you have already been per
suaded, which relate to .the beginn~ng df your faith, and 
go on unto maturity"; that [s, until you have ,rea:ched the 
complete and '~he intended end; until the spiritual building 
is 'finished; until the fruiit 'appears; untjll the ba.J:le h~s 
grown to fuB manhood. 

II .. 

Now to "go' on" supposes that a' beginning has been 
made. ff not there c'an be no advance. It may be thaJt 
not aU of us have 'made 'the be~ning. It is a solemn pre
requishe to the ifullf~lling oIf thois exhortation that we begin -
'by 'being :founded upon Christ. The beginnmg is made by 
lthe communication to you of the gospel message, and the 
embracing by Ifaith Of 'its first princ!iples. When you have 
thus _ embra'Ced them once 'and 'for 'all, cleave to them as 
you 'Would a foundation to rest upon. Paul said to the 
Corinthians: "I have Ilaid the foundation, and another 
'bui!l.delIh ,thereon". Everywhere this apost1e~evangelli.st went, 
to every company Of unconverted hearers, by preaching the 
elements of the gospel he ,wouM 'be laying the foundaJ1:ion 
Of Christian falith and lilfe and confession, and of Christian 
Chur'Ches, iby preaching, and reprea:ching those 'dld truths. 
But having ,so done, he right!ly e~pected to Observe in those 
who liad been founded upon Christ, 'and who had confessed 
!Him in !baptism, and reception Into Christian fellowship, 
an advancement unto maturity. And if that were not the 
case, doubtless he would 'as re'asona:bly question whether 
there were any 'reality in thcirprofession. ' 

'In the vestry just before this service began, your Pastor 
remarked to me that the b1istory Of a ohurch is 'a history 
of decline and advance. You do not albidingIy have your 
'fnrirlUJ. seasons, !although it is aJlways true of the genuine 
beHever that his 'lealf does ntlit wi,ther: Only in the heavt:nly 
city does the tree bear twelve manner df fruits every month. 
Yet, my !friends, &f we are united to IChrist, and so have the 
Sphiii o:f iUife, ilf we have the ea,rne~ Of 1ili.at inheritance, 
;is it not to be expected that we should grow, that we should 
advance - and in some degree 'be fru'id'ul Christians, and 
so go on unto maturity? . 

'Somewhere iI have read that 'M,r. Spurgeon watch~ng his 
son, when he was a lad" learning to ride a bicycle, made 
thiis remark, "11£ my son does not go on, he 'win 'come off." 
Did you ever prove that? 'Mr. Spurgeon app1ies the iHustra
ilion to Ithe Christian me. IT we do not go on we w&ll draw 
back, there is no standing stilrl. 

'In our road in London 'I noticed one day that the con
crete pavement was cra:cked,' and brealking Without appar
ent cause. Then I noticed tha.t the root of a sm;all tree in 
the 'garden behind the fence had penetrated -1:lnder the waH, 
under the path, and gently, but surely, by the,li:fe-for'Ce that 
was in 'it, had rbroken the pavement, and lifted it up. So 
is the spiritual life. It will surely overcome dbsta'Cles, and 
manifest its growing strength unto maturity_ 

HI. 
The Bible is a 'lX,ok whose words are full of meaning, 

I:f our Bibles gave the full tran'slation and Ithe furll content 
of the inspired words df the o~iginal ~Iiiptures, we would 
be carrying :mu'Ch larger volumes, as big as a pulpit 'Bible! 
Ta:ke this 'iitrle expression: "Let us go 'on". It 'contains sev
eral suggestions, and three df :them I desire to mention. 

First: It means, just what it says - Go on'. 'But does 
not the Apostle, in writing thus, have :in view the danger 

oIf our stopping? How many :there are who having pro
fessed Christ seem 'to think that that [s all, 'and the end! 
But when we have received the Lord Jesus, and are 
founded upon Him, we have only begun, and there is a 
journey we must pursue. We are 'pilgrims, not settllers, and . 
we have to go on. By stopping there we are in danger. 
!Have you' noticed how the apo'Stle Paul, 'thanking God for 
what he ha:d heaTd of the Chrisman life begun, immedi
ately indicated some thought of danger, in 'hiis assurance 
of ceaseless prayer for advance? Take the epistl!,! to the 
Colossians for examp1e. How glad was ,the spirit of the 
Apostle when he received the news of the conversion of 
those people: "For this cause," he writes, "we also, since 
the -day 'we heard of it (i.e., of their conversion) do not cease 
to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be ,filled with 
the 'knowledge of His will inaJl1 wisdom 'and sp'iritual under
standing; that ye might walk worthy of the 'Lord unto all . 
,pleasing, being fruitful, in every good work, and lincreasing 
in the knowledge df God." He reallize'd'~h~ peril, of this 
new position and how necessary ,it was for the saints, hav
:jng-begun, to go on; and so he prays to that end. We do 
not usually slacken df.f albruptl'y: ,decline is generally a 
graduall process. You remember the first Psalm, of the 
'blessed man: "nlessed ~s the, man that wa'Jketh not in the 
counsel df the ungodly nor standeth in the way <if sin
ners, nor sitteth 'in the sea:t of the scornfuL" There is 
represented a progression in evil. The reverse would be 
true df the ungodly man, who does so "walk" and "stand", 
and at last is !found sitting in the very seat of the scornful. 
We 'go on step by step to the glory land, or we go back 
little by litt!le. Oh how needlful it is that we exhort one 
another tontinuaMy to. go on, to (ollow on to know the 
Lord; -to 'take up our cross daily and 'foHow Him; 'to go on 
in the labour df the Lord, not wearyling in we11doing, lest 
we should lose heart, and not, to be content with the 
elementary truths wrth which we are a,llready acquainted, 
precious as they are td us, bu t seeking ever to understand 
nhe deep things of God, the depths Of the riches Of the 
wisdom and 'knowledge of God. "Su'pply in your falith", 
says Peter, other gra'Ces - which he enumerates - 'so being 
neither barren nor unifruidurl, and putting your salvation 
beyond al1 doubt! 

Secondly, -the word bears the sense of pressing on. That 
term wou'ld ind~cate another danger - that Of di'!iCOura:ge
ment. We shan have 'troubles, and trials, and dlf:ficu1ries, 

. and obstacles in our path all the way along. I believe Bun
yan's analogy of the Christian ,pilgrimage is true -to Bible 
teaching, and to experience. I t may not represent the path 
of discipleship proposed from many purlpi.ts to-day. We are 
not always enjoying a rpiicnic; the-way to heaven is not by 

-choruses and 'Clapping! Albeit there are rich compensrations. 
But we have to '-'press on". Have' you not found it so? 
'One of our hymns has it - "'Twas tribu'lation ages since, 
'tis :tribulation 'S~ill"_ To "go" is simp'l'e; but to "press" is 
strenuous. I believe that" ,tribu1lation lis especial,1y pertinen1 
to the Christian dispensation.M!any teach that the t~ibula
tion ,pas nothing whatever to do with Christian people; 'but 
it has; and lis desi:gned to test our fa.ith. "He that endureth 
unto the end shall be saved." Thus we prove that we have 
received the gra:ce of Christ. Weare not saved because we 
endure, but our ,enduring ~s the evidence that we are saved. 
We are to strive to en.ter in at the "stralit gate". We are to 
strive against sin. We have not yet resIsted unto blood in 
~o doing. What i's the'meaniing o'f'Such words ~f the Christian 
,l,jlfe is not a pressing on? 

I heard a Baptist minister, spea:king of ,the Victorious 
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Ufe, say, "God. Win never help a mim. who struggles 
against sin". I pr'ofound1y disagreed with that· statement, 
and I immediately produced this passage: "Ye have not yet 
resisted unto blood, striving against sin". Yes; we strive, 
and we struggle in the assurante that we shaJll Win. In' 0~J. 
lesson this morn~ng (!Phil. HI.) towaord the end of hlR 
Chri'stian journey, the A'postle said that he had n<;>t !then 
attained, he had' not yet !fully grasped that 'for whlth the 
Lord Jesus Chri'st had apprehended h~m. W.e should a:IwaYR 
be pressing on "towa'rd the mark for the prize of the high 
caloling of God in Christ Jesus". !In some of oui hymn 
'bodks words 'are changed. The hymn: "Art thou weary, 
art thou languid", has an a:iteration in lit - I do not ~now 
whether it is so in the book you use or not; but In a· 
number Of. books the 3!lteration has been ma:de pre
sumably because the compilerS considered that struggling 
and striving were not appropriate. to the Christian q~fe. 
So, in place of the words: "Finding. fOillowing, keeping, 

. struggling," they have it: "Finding, following, keeping, 
trusting". But in finding we trust; and in following we 
trust; and in keeping, we trust; and in ~ruggling, we trust.· 
I t is trusting aH -the way through. . 

"Finding, fOlrlowing, keeping, struggling, 
Is He sure.to bless? 

Saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs 
Answer-'Yes!' " 

"Y,iellnot to tempta·mon, !for yielding is sin, 
Each victo,ry will· help you some ot;her to win; . 
Fight manfully onward, dark passllons subdue, 
LOdkever to Jesus, He will carry you through." 

That is.good theology; that is :true ,to 'Scripture. We haVe 
to reSist the dev~l; we have to 'flee youthful'lusts; we have 
to strive against sin; but all the 'time He wiU carry us 
through. 

There are two sides to this question, my 'friends; and we 
shall manHest a genuine woIlk o'f God in our sowls if we 
are found gding' on, and pressing on, while truslfuHy de
pending aH the time upon Christ our SaViour, ·Who by His 
Spirit will tarry us through! 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN· JARVIS STREET 

SUNDAY, September !'st, was a day of rejoicing in Jar
vis 'Street. We were. happy to we'ltoine back the Pastor, 

Dr. 'H. C. 'Sllade, along with many visitors and former mem
bers and students of Toronto. <Baptist Seminary from 'nea,r 
and far.· 

Dr. Slade's morning subject Was "The Symbolic Teach
ing df the Lord's Supper." We have summarized in the'Vwo 
ordinances, believer's baptism, and the 'Lord's Supper, the 

. heart of the gospel. At the threshold Of the Christian life, 
after conversion, the believer is identiified with Christ by . 
bBiptism. Christ died in their room and 'stead. His resurrec-

Thirdly: 'Th.e word will' carry th.is meaning: "Let U.I tion·is theiT resurrection. God was in Christ reconciling the 
be borne on." Here .is· suggested the dan:ger Of our sup- world unto Himself. In the Lord's Supper th'e believer owns 
posing that God leaves us 'a/lone, and so we have included . the ifact th'at Ohrist died, His blood was shed, H~s·body .was 
in 'the 'word the thought of His 'Carrying us along. A child given on .the Cross. Ufe !is r!'!'Ceived in Christ and sustained 
may go on! We heard an lilIustration a week ago given b'y Him. If men were to rob us'df our -Bible, in the oflwo 
by Dr. Shljelds, Of a litt1e girl who wished -to -go roone, and ordinantes. the' gospel would be preseIVed. Christ die? ~or 
who would not t3!keher mo'ther's hand, and who c~nse- our sins. !His blood was shed for many -for the relIllSSlon 
quentIy stumbled! As beginning the Christian life .then, of sins. . 
we go on, we are but children; and as: we grew up, and In 'coming ItO the Lord's tab1e we are ,to exeroise three fac-
be<;ome con'fronted with the many spi~itU'a1 and moral uhies; memory,' faith and hope. The Lord's Supper is a' 
obstacles to our going, 'and the sin that surrounds us, and memoriail service. We are to look black and 'see that Jesus 
the IfierCe hostlility 'df the Evil One who ma'kes us his special Chriist effected 'in the 'Cross of Calvary oomplete, full a'tone
target, :then we find that our going must be a real pressinp: ment for our soulls. There is noth!hlg to be added. Jesus 
on. But lest we should think we arc our own saviours and paid it all, /for in shedding His blood He paid the debt com
the accomplishers' df our own salvation du~ing pjIJ'grimage, pletelv. This ordina,nee is a perpetual pledge of God's 
the word ,is, th'at we are carI'ied along. It is of God from pard~n. We are to remember Somebody: ''lbtis do in re
beginning to end! Our commenci.ngand our going, are membrance of !ME." Christ must fill :the horizon and dom
accounted for by the·work of the Spir~t·of 'God, and so a'lso iriate our tIloughts. In what 'Connection are we to remember 

. are our pressing and striving. For ·this is the 'secret: We Christ? In His vlirgin birth? Tn His ministry of healing? As 
are borne ·along. You know how the Scriptures -came to be ·King? As Christ dying on the cross, suffering,. bleeding, 
wn.tten. They were written by the' insyJirBl'tion of the HOlly bearing our shame. 
Ghost. "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by. We are to exercise Faith which discerns the'meanirig of 
the !Holy Ghost.", that is, as they were borne alonglJy the the body and blood. In the Lord's Swpper there is a great 
HOllv Ghost. And th'at is the word we have here. In :the' proclamation: "Ye do show, ye do prdCJlaim ·the Lord's 
a'C~un-t Of Paul's sh~pwreck given in' The Atts. of the death, till He come." There is one. way of salvation and 
Apds1!les, we are told how the time came when they releasep that is ~n God's dear Son for, "Nelither is there salvBltion in 
the ship of 'cargo and "let her drive" - that is to say, they any' other· for th~re is none otl).er name under heaven given 
'COmmitted her to the wind, and the wind carried her along. amOng m~n whereby we must be saved." '·'Look untQ me 

'so is the Chriistian life, my friends. We go on, we press and be ye s'aved aU the ends I():f the earth, for I am God . 
on only because we are borne along by the Spirit of God, and beside Me there is none else." . 
Who began the work, and as we pursue the pilgrim path, In 'the exercJise df Hope we look forward: "Tin He come." 
and press onward, is still performing and wiiU perfect Hill God has never-failed to keep an appointment. "I will come 
work until the day of the Lord Jesus. again and receive you unto myself." "I will not drink hen~e-

I have a great 11kiI1g sometimes for children's hymns. • ~orth of :this /f~t of the vin~,. u.nti1 tha~, day ,when I dnnk 
We sang 'One rfast night in the prayer meetling aqout 1ittle It new With you lin my Fathers klQ.gdom. 
children redeemed who wlHI be displayed as His J. ewels . There is no substitulte fur the Lord's Supper. Are· you re-

, , hS iI"Thid· when :the Lord SlhaU come. And this is another hymn we deemed arid come Iiotto t e upper. . s 0 In remem-
sing when 'in Sunday School: brance of Me." Let us examqne ourselves, 'not eating and 

~ • 
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drinking unworthilly. 'This spea1<s not. of being worthy, for 
, who is worthy? but of not trea:ting lightly these sacred 
,things. 

God in mercy heard and' answered the prayers of His 
people. In answer to the invitallion three came for salva
vion, one for 'baptism, and three for church membership. 
Praise God! 

It ~as :the joy of our open-air group to preach the un
searchable riches df OhIiist to a good crowd in AHan Gar
dens before the evening service. 

For the evening service, hroadcast over radio station 
OHWO, Dr. 'Sla:de's subject was, "The WorM's Sin Bearer". 
John the Ha:ptist 'Was the divinely appointed HatiOinger of ' 
Jesus Christ, !the Messiah. He made it pMn th'a:t he was 
not the Christ, but -a voice crying iii. the wilderness; Prepare 
ye the way Of ,the Lord. John was a su'CCes!ful man, preach
ing in the wilderness, pronoun'Cing judgment against sin, 
'pointiing men to ChIlist. John recognized Jesus as the 
Messiah, God''S Lamb, as the -baptizer of :the Holy Ghost. 

"Behold, the Lamb of God- whlioh beareth away the sin 
of the world." ChJiis-t was the L'amb, symbol df inno<:en'ce, 
holy, harmless, undefiiIed, separate from sinners. Christ 
answers to the type. If ~he L'ord 'il'ad sinned, He could not 
have died for the sin of others. Behold, ,the only One quao)j
fied to be the world's Redeemer. We also see in the 'dlar
acter of the Lamb p~rfl::ct patience. bowing to the Father's 
will. On the cross he cried, "Father, forgive them." He 
was as,a 'Lamb led to·the slaughter. Moses and Elijah, Ihee'k 
servants of the Lord, became irritated; but Chtiist never. 

Allusion is made ,to the Old Testament Sacri£ices. "Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us." We see the superiority 
dE the Lord's sacrifice. 'In the Old Testament days man 
provided his own sa'Criifice, but now God says that He will 
provide the Lamb. "For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son." "In the !fUllness of time God 
sent forth His 'Son." Don't look 'for a sacrifi'Ce of your own; 
God has provided it. Here is the glad tidings: Jesus Christ, 
by one offering' hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanotiif1ied. It is fin'ished, Jesus palid your debt. 

Jesus Christ the Lamib removes sin. Sin, the heaviest 
th~ng in the universe. that -drives 'S'OIIle to des-pair and 
suicide, 'Can 'be removed. 'Sin weighed 'heavily upon Christ 
in Gethsemane, and on the cross He cried, "My God, my 
God, why hast thou Iforsa:ken me?" Listen - Christ beareth 
sin away, as the 'Scapegoat. Where are your sins? Has Christ 
removed them, "as far as the east is from the west"? The 
blood Of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from -all sin. Look with 
clle eye ·of faith, behold, the Lamb Of God. Hear God 
speaMng through the ages, "Look unto me 'and be ye saved 
altl the ends Of the earth for I am God and beSide me there 
is none else." 

At the 'Communion Service, six were received into the 
membership Of the church. The Pastor announced that 
start:ing September 9th there would be a week of prayer 
as a spiritual preparation for the Faa'l work. (See details on 
back page). We were indeed blessed as once again we 
a!cknowledged th,e Lord's abundant mercies and our de~ 
pendence upon Him !for blessings ~n ,the days to come. 

-W.P.B. 

"You can. have a little Christi'an Science in your Chris
tlianity just :as little as you can have 'a Iittle water in your 
fire; and a Iittle Christianity in your Christian Sdien'Ce just 
as Htt!le as you can have 'a -little fire in your water. The' 
things are mutu'a11y exolusive." 

--lOR. B. ,B. W ARFIE~D. 

...... 

":'" 
- --.-..---. 

HOLIDAY ADV£NTURE 
Colin 'Brown, better known among his friends 'as 'Lanky' 

because he usualily towered a full head aibove boys o'f his 
own age, shrank down into the 'corner s~at Of the crowded 

. railway carriage and 'glowered. "To think that I've been 
let in Ifor t:h:is, ugh!" 

The innocent cause of his 'annoyance was a merry party 
of Young people bound for a week's holiday at Newsea, on 
the South-East coast. It 'wasn't actuad'ly the five happy 
gil,ls on the seat opposite, nor the four 'boys that made up 
Col'in's seat, nor ,the six crammed oarriages further dbwn 
the tra!iri that made him seethe, but the ifact that he was 
one df such a party. Oh, to be honest, his Kid sister (so 
named because it 'was her mis'for:tune to he two years his 
junior) was also one of the party. But then, girls didn't 
seem 'to mind where they were going so long as the 'going' 
meant new clol!hes and more po'cket-money. "It's 'all right 
for her, Janet can have 'all she wants, hut not me - thank
'you!" Colin's gloomy thoughts ran on, then' a remark of his 
sister's c'aused him more annoyance, 

'''Yes, I'm twelve," Janet's clear young voice piped, "'and 
Colin, or 'Lanky' as we can hlim, is fourteen." 

"Just like a girl to let 'a feHow down," Ooloin fumed, 
"must she teU the whole 'Carriage all ... " 

"Say - are you just fourteen?" 'a merry voice chortled. 
"Thought you wouild have been sixteen. I'm fourteen, but 
look at me!" The speaker stood to his 'feet, swaying Slightly 
in' the ,moving train, and . Colin saw a short, p1ump, jolly
fa'ceid boy grinning 'down at him. "¥ou, "L~ntky', oh", he 
Sighed blissfully as if he wished he 'Could deserve such a 
name. '''And I-I·m ... " (he was going to say Bob Cum
mings) but .the whole carriage chorused: "Shorty!" 

'Bob sank to his seat and groaned ruefu1'ly, '·Shorty -
you see?" he appeailed to Colin. "That's what people call 
a fellow w:ith such superb physique as mine!" 

The young folk roared with laughter, 
'·Shouldn't eat so much!" 
"Stretch vourself!" 
"Get up in a morning!" 
Shorty 'Clapped his hands over his ears as one witty re

mal'k after another rang out. 
"Lariky!" Shorty seemed obliviious of Colin's unfriendly 

f!1anner. "You and '1 must pal ·up. I need a littile of your' 
height, and you.' .. Ahem! ... " His eyes travelled. over 
the slliTn figure 'in the corner seat. "You need a '}jule of my, 
breadth!" 

Roars of laughter greeted this sally, ,and by the time 
Newsea Was ·reached Lanky Illnd 'Shorty were fast becoming 
friends. (Well, at ole'ast Shorty was, but Lanky was on his 
guard; he dtidn,'t want to be trapped into anything.) This 
week was not of his choosing, 'but was the on1y solution hiis 
parents lCOultd !find to III diffi'cul't Situation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown were invited to 'attend a business 
conference in 'Paris, but 'what could they do with the chiil-
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dren? The dlildren's Aunt Betty had said: "Why not let 
them go to Newsea with our young people?" 'Our young 
people' being the members Of a 'Church of which Aunt Betty 
was an ardent worlker. There was much hangiiing and 
jangling, the 'hangling' being on the parents' part, which 
concerned fees, etc.; the 'jangliing' being chifffiy on 'Colin's 
part; it waS 'a!I'l're1igion' -and Colin shied 'at that. Never 
having gone :to churoh or. 'Sunday Schoo1 (his parents_ pre
ferred jaunting in the car on Sunlclays) the idea of spend
~ng a whole we~k in such company was aJbhorrent. '''How 
willI I know what ,to say to pi-chaps like that?'" 'So the 
jangling had jangled until his 'father h!aviing found from 

, his 'hangIin"g' that 'it was going to be qU~'te a,cheap holiday, 
ended the 'argument by 'booking the chIldren ~n. Janet was 
soon won over ('a school pal of hers was going),; Mr. 'and 
,MTS. Brown were gl'ad a problem had been so su'Ccess'fuUy 
solved. Aunt Betty -was jubilant, !for 'her kind heart ached 
over -the irreliigious way the 'chi'ldren were brought up; and 
Colin? - wetl, he juSt fumed but had to submiit. . 
, "Well," Lanky 'mused, while wai~ing for the Itea ... bel~ on 
the Sunday aifternoon, "aJfter the '~irst few shocks it hasn't 
been soliad." The house was 1arge and comfortaJble; m,ea!ls 
were excelient, 'and 'Shorty wasn't- the only one wqo cleaned 
ms ,plate with regu,lar 'consistency. Lan'ky ha'd found him

,self sharing -a room with dj'ght other boys (mostly a:bout his 
own age) and 'One 'adu!It wh'O wasalffectionate1y caH,ed 
UntIe Jock, 'a gi'ant o!f 'a man with a shddk df red hair. 
Shorty's bed was ne~t to his own, and Lanky had sat on 
his bed that 'first Saturday evening ex'am!ining his wallet and 
stretching every precious shiIq:ing in his rind's eye to a 
mlile's 'length; !for the f.irst few hours ha:d shown him tha~ 
Newse'a was 'a grand place. His predccupati'On was sud
denly distur'hed by an uncanny s'iIen'Ce which descended 'on 
the 'room. He 'looked ,up to find almost every boy quietly 
kneel1ing by his own bedside wijjh 'a iffible 'liMd open before 
him. His startled 'gaze met the amused glan'Ce df the on1y 
other boy who was not 'kneeling. !He winked, rolled his eyes 
heavenwards, then made a motion wiith hlis h'ands as if 
pl'aying 'a ha'rp. lB!Jt ,Colin did not 1augh; he'did not even 
think the boy ifunny; in if1a:CJt the 9ight df those sIix kneeling' 
boys in their quiet 'a!bSoI1ption and evident sinterity made 
him feel cheap, mean; worst o!f,alll - shut out. Yes, that 
Was it. He 'h'ad ~mehow felt lit -a!H -along. He 'could go so 
far 'with them but inevita'lJly SOmething was said or done 
whi'Ch gave him 'a fee1iing of being sout off from something 
they had. 'Something'; or wall lit 'Some One'? lJanky shook 
his head trying to puzzle 'it out. 

There had 'heen grand fun - games, rambles, everything 
a young person 'Could want --:- and yet every girl and a'll 
the boys but himseilf and !the one Wiho had sneered that !£j,rst 
nlight ('and who -w'as a weedy sort oIf chap anyway), had 
see'IIled to enjoy every momeDlt o!f, the morning t~lks given 
by Dnde .Toc'k, and the even'ing prayers 'and cl10rus singing 
as welt Yes, even Janet sang -away lustlHy, and had man
aged -to buy or borrow a Bible from somewhere, for she had 
iit ,with her ,th'aJt morn;ing at the serviice. "Queer," Uanky 
mused, "perhaps religion is s'Oimething Eke meaSles, anlcl you 
either get it or you don't. 'Perhaps J'anet's got it and !'ill 
m1iss it." But the thOught,of 'missing It' brought the sa:me 
shut out, empty f~eling, he had Ifelt thaJt first night. "ThInk 
I'd better listen very hard during the service 'tonight and 
see if I can figure h all out." 

"Uanky ~d rchap, if th'at tea..Jbelll doesn't ring son, I'll 
die!" :Shorty slapped 'l.lanlkyon the 'back with a iforce th:at ' 
denied any possibility df h'is bcing in such a dire state df 
hea!lth; then, 'as 'if to save h:is precious young me, the beN 

db1igingIy 'clanged', -and there w'asa 'hurrying ,'aIld a 
scurrying' towards the dining-room. 
, Later that sa:me evening, 'as Lanky stood, towering above 
Shbrly, he decided Ito 'fol1ow up his resolu'llion ,to 'listen 
hard' by singing lustily too; but it was an unhappy buSi
ness bec'ause he dlid not know jjhe hy'mn and his rather dis
cordant warblings caused mu'ch amusement ,to 1lwo small. 
hoys on, the 'front seat. Seeing their mother's !frantic efforts 
to stop -thcir giggles, Lanky subsided immedliately and lis
tened to the tuneful. singiIl!g df his friend'S. He kept his res
olution right up :to the 'Commencement df /the sermon, then, 
without re'a!llizing it, his mind went wandernng dfif until the 

. dosing hymn brought him up with a hump. "Missed it 
again," he ifretted, 'annoyed wlith 'himself, "thalt's just me. 
I'll miss everything - even heaven, I guess! 'Even heaven!' 
Whatever made me think that? !Phew! whatever is wrong 
wlith me?" and Lanky joined his paIs as they walked down 
the sea ifront determined Ito put heaven an!=i religion ifar 
from his thoughts for the time,being. 

The boys stopped at their favourite haunt, the end of the 
haJibour walk ,whjlch jutted out into the sea. Huge waves 
dashed th~ir spray high over their heads, and !boomed as 
if in an'ger that their progress shoreWards was stopped by 
the harlx>ur wail. 

Lanky leaned on the iron railing, letting the spray lash 
his face 'as he gazed down into -the bOi'ling depths of turbu
len:t green water. 

"Wouldn't Have much df -a 'Chance if you !feB in that," 
Shorty yelled above the boom~ng df the breakers. 

"Don't inte,nd jjo!" Lanky grinned back at mm. 
"Me neither." Shorty shook the spray off his ifa'Ce, 'and 

, turning h'is baC'k, leaned on the 'iron rail. 'So'me said lit was 
'ShoI1ty's weight; others said it wa:s 'Criminal neglect on ,the 
part Of Newsea Council, but su'fficient 'to say there was 
a loud c-reek, the bar on which Shorty was lean~ng swung 
out from -its sO'cket, and 'Shor,fy, clu~-g wildly at the 
a-wful nothingness of mid--a!ir, !felt hwselif lfal.Jing iba:ckwards. 

Lanky streaked ifoI1Ward, grabbed 'One oif his -pa.'l's Ih'ands 
and wlith the other held grimly to the iron support from 
which the bar had bI'olken. Shorty's awiful backward plunge 
was stopped with 'a jerk that almost pulled his arm from 
its s()'cket. For a split second he ;looked up into Lanky's 
face; it was white 'as death, but grim and resOlute as with 
a supreme e1ffort he gave one great heave ian'd Shorty felt 
his feet floundering on the wet sHpperysurfa'Ce Of Ithe wait 
Others, darted foI"W!ard; other hands joined Ilanky's, and 
within a few seconds 'Shorty 'lay gasping on the 'Wet 
con'Crete. ' 

Later th'atevening Shorty heat'd the :fulll story of his 
re~cue. He was tucked up 'in bed wli~ hot bottlles to coun
teract the shdck, and surrounded by bottles of mineral 
walters, suppIi,ed by the waIm-hearted codk. "Enough to 
'd'rown 'a fdlow" as one thirsty vis.itor S'aIid enviously, but 
was qu~ckly siilenced by a look Ifrom Uncle Jock, which 
reminded the'm ai!l how nea'I'1y their popu~ar young friend 
Had sulfifered that fate. L'anky was aHowe'cl to stay after 
the others had gone, and Shorty's thanks to his pal were 
cut short by a quick, "No pal, don':t thank me!" 

Shor.ty 'looked his sUI1prnse, then sensing, something deeper 
:in Lanky's words he as'ked, "Tohen whom must I thank?" 

Lan'ky's reply was just one word: "God." , , 
'Silenc~' foIl'owe'd as e'a:ch boy thought his ~n thoughlts, 

then Lanky spoke: "Yes, ;j,t w'as God. Oh, I can't under
stand it aU yet. I was 90 desperate; I had on[y one hand 
and 'it seemed ~mpossrble that 'I could hold you, 90 I just 
said, 'Oh God! 'Pilease, God!' that was -ani, yet it happened! 

j 
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I did ho'id on, help came, and there you were - sa!fe. Not 
much I did I'll 'admit, but it seemed that God held me as 
I held·you." L'!Ulky paused while hlis pal listened joyously. 
" ... And Shorty - God dOesn't seem ·to have let me go." 
The boy touched his chest as he said quietly : "I 'feei it 
here - that's all." 

Shorty stuck out a WaIm hand, Lanky grasped -lit, and 
the hoys shook hands. sealing 'as it were a pact. '·We'tl teH 
UntIe Jock when he comes -in. He~ll hdp YOti 'a bit. He did 
me. You 'and me were me'ant to be pals. My thorne is near 
yburs, so we shall see a lot Of e'ach other when we get home. 
We'H both be rea:I Christians, in everything together, and 
well ... " Shorty's merry laugh Tang out. "I reckon that's 
the ~long' 'and 'short' of it. eh!" , 

Lanky Ieant Iba:c:k in his chair and !iighed 1b1issfu:lly: "To 
think thaJt I hate'd the' thought of comling here. My! J 
'would not Have missed this week !for anything!" 

-The Child in the Midst 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 Third Quarter Lesson 11 September 15, 1957 

OLIVE L. OLARK, Ph.D.(~or.) 

COMPROMISE PRQPOSED AND REJECTED 
Lesson Text: ;Ezra 4:1-16. 
Golden Text: "Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 

Jesus shall suffer persecution."-2 Timothy 8:12. 

I., Compromise Rejected: verses 1-8. 
Sooner or later every sinner will find out by experience 

that the way of the transgressor is hard (Prov. 18:15), and 
that it is an evil thing and bitter to forsake the living God, 
(Jer. 8:19). The children of Israel could not return at once 
to the full favour of God and the spiritual prosperity which 
they had lightly esteemed before the days of their captivity. 
Their leaders had instituted again the prescribed forms of 
sacrifice and worship, and had commenced to rebuild the 
temple (Ezra 8), thus endeavouring to bring order out of 
chaos and desolation, but their progress toward settled re
ligious life with God was beset with difficulty and opposi
tion. It is easy to depart from God; the fleeing prophet usu
ally finds a ship at hand to carry him away from the .post 
.of duty (Jon. 1:8). To return to the. Lord is, a different mat
ter (Jon. 2:1-17). The one who would draw near to Him 
will find the road beset with mountains of difficulty and 
valleys of distress. . 

The faithful remnant; consisting mostly of members of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin (Neh. 11:8, 4), were not the 
only inhabitants of the land. When the Assyrians deported 
members of ,the ten tribes of Israel after the capture of 
Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom, they imported 
people of alien races to colonize the land (verses 9, 10; 2 
Kings 17:24). These intermarried with the few Israelites 
remaining in the land, producing a mixed race to be known 
as the Samaritans. It was this mixed multitude who caused 
trouble to the true children of Israel (Exod. 12:87, 88; Numb. 
11:4; Neh. 18:8). The natural seed always persecutes the 
spiritual seed (Gal. 4:29), and in the church it is those pro
fessing to be Christians but remaining unsaved who hinder 
its progress. 

These Samaritans 'requested permission to join the Jews 
in tlieir building project. Presumably they implied ·that all 
would worShip God together when the sacred edifice should 
be completed. But the Jewish leaders perceived that such a 
union would by no means bring unity (2 Cor. 6:14-16), and 
would be far fro~ desirable (2 Chron. 18:1; ·19:2; 20:85-87). 
Although the Samaritans claimed that they worshipped 
Jehovah, they worshipped Him in their own way, mingling 
their idolatrous practices and magical rites with an outward 
conformity to some of the. ceremonies prescnbed by the law 
of Moses (2 Kings 17:24-41). . 

This subtle· offer of assistance seems in reality an attempt 
to weaken the children of Israel by polluting the purity of 
their worship and thns severing their connectIon with 

Jehovah, so that the Samaritans could control the people and 
the land. 

Many a child of God has lost out by listening to such com
promising offers on the part of nominal or worldly-minded 
Christians. In our day the same danger faces evangelical 
churches and the evangelical denominations. The'modern cry 
is "Let us all get together. Why be so narrow?" 

We should be as narrow as the Word of God (Matt. 7:18, 
14). Zerubbabel and Joshua. were walking in obedience to the 
command of God when they rejected such a plea (Neh. 2:20). 
Separation from all that is contrary'to the Lord's_ Word is 
demanded, not conformity to the standards of men (Gen. 
49:26; 1 Chr.on. 28:18; 2 Chron. 25:10, 11; 2 Cor. 6:17-7:1). 
The sane procedure, if dis.ease germs are about, is to keep 
as far away from them as possible. He.is a foolis~ man who 
sees what close contact he can make with evil without being 
contaminated (1 Cor. 15:38). Co-operation may seem like 
a magical password to big things, but it may be the be
ginning of a downfall (Exod. 28:2). 
II. Opposition Encountered: verses 4-16. 

The Samaritans acted like the proverbial dog in the man
ger. They said in effect: "You will not allow us to join you 
in building?, Then you shall not build." They tried in every 
way to molest the workmen and to hinder the work. It costs 
to make a stand for the Lord, to let the thorny crown be 
placed on the brow, to take up the cross and follow the 
Saviour (A,cts 14:2.2). 

The Samaritans could not alter the decree of Cyrus giving 
the Jews permission to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1:1-8), but 
they hired lawyers to frustrate the efforts of the Jews to 
carry it out. Legal accusations were sent to each succeeding 
Persian ruler, so that the progress of building was very slow. 
Our worst enemies are not those on the outside, but those 
who are with us, but not of us (Psa. 41:9; 55:12, 18; John 
18:18, 19; 1 John 2:19). . 

Finally, a formal communication to the king of Persia was 
sent by three officers, presumably deputy governors of the 
provinces of the Persian Empire west of the Euphrates River, 
signed by representatives of the various alien races living in 
the land (verses 7-10). They accused the Jews of unlawful 
ambition, citing evidence of past rebellion to cast reflection 
upon'their present character and future intentions. The build
up seemed plausible, but it was false. The Jews had neither 
the power nor the disposition to revolt. Past rebellions had 
taken place under far different circumstances (2 Kings 18:7; 
24:1, 20). Moreover, the suggestion that great Persia might 
lose control of this small province was ridiculous, and would 
have been interpreted as a slur upon their power, had the 
authorities not been blinded by the flattery of the Jews' 
enemies. 

To add to His own- glory, the Lord. sometimes allows evil to 
enjoy temporary success; the wicked may prosper for a time 
and bring his evil devices to pass (Psa. 85:80; 87:7, 85). The_ 
opposition cooled the zeal of some of the Jews (Hagg. 1:2-11), 
and finally caused the work to be abandoned for about 15 
years, (verses 28, 24). The Lord, .however, inspired His 
prophets to bring new courage to leaders and people, so that 
the work, although materially hindered, was at length com
pleted (Ezra 5:1; 6:14, 15). 

The Jews were justified in refusing to sanction united 
worship and spiritual effort with the idolatrous Samaritans, 
but they failed to give an effective witness to their neigh
bours. The Lord desired that His people be a peculiar people 
to Himself, but at the same time proclaim Him among the 
nations (Lev. 20:24, 26; Deut. 14:2; 26:18, 19; John 4:28, 24; 
Ezek. 86:28). There is a world. of difference between sepa
ration and isolation; we are to hate the. sin, but love the sin
ner (Rom. 5:8; Heb. 7:26). We who remain in the world, 
while not of the world, are to testify to the world (John 17: 
15, 16; Matt. 5:14-16). The Jews isolated themselves in 
pride, whereas the Samaritans built a rival temple at Mount 
Gerizim (John 4:20), and a strong antipathy arose between 
the two peoples (John 4:9). 

Daily Bible Readings 
Sept. 9-Compromise ·Suggested by Pharaoh, .. ,Exod. 8:25-82 
Sept. 100Compromise Rejected by Moses . 

Exod. 10:8-11, 24-27 
Sept. ll-Separation Enjoined upon Israel ..... , Lev. 20:22-26 
Sept. 12-Separation Enjoined upon Christians 

2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 
Sept. 18-Separation the Condition of Blessing .. Deut. 7:1-13 
Sept. 14-Temporary Success for the Enemy ...... Ezra 4:17-24 
Sept. 15-:-Strong Measures against the Enemy ........... , Ezra &; 
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Week of Prayer 
Jarvis Street Baptist Church invites the Gospel Witness famiiy to join them in a 
week of prayer begin'ning Monday, September 9th, as a spiritual preparation for 
the fall work. Suggested topics for each evening of the week are as follows: 

MONDAY - MISSIONARY INTERESTS - French Bible Mission - Jamaica - Mar- . 
tinique - Student Summer Fields - Interna.tlonal Council of Christian 
Churches, etc. 

TUESDAY - SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK - Teaching of the Word - Visitation 

WEDNESDA Y - THE GOSPEL WITNESS AND PROSTESTAHT ADVOCATE 
In its world-wide minisfry 

. THURSDAY - TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 
I 

FRIDAY - EVANGELISTIC PROGRAM - Special mission c~mducted by Mr. James 
Armstrong of Ireland, November 3-17, open-air meetings, etc. . 

-
·SATURDAY - RADIO MI~ISTRY OVER CHWO, OAKVILLE. 

WA-NTED' 

PRAYER H.ELPERS 
"Pray ')Ie therefore the Lord of the Harvest, 
that He will send forth ~abourers into His 
Harvest." . 

We invite YOl:J to. ioin us in definite earnest, prayer 
that God may send men and women of His choice to 
train in Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

. The New Prospectus is ready' for free distribution. 

Addres. all enquiries #0: 

The Registrar, 
Toronto· Baptist Seminary, 
337 Jarvis St., Toronto, Canad"a 
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