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Rome - Persecuted or Persecutor?' 
'WE HAVE just received' a bulletin from the Newman 

Press, Catholic 'Publishers, announcing pU!bllcation 
df a 491 page 'boOk ,to be ready August 30, entlirled, '(The 
Red 'Book of the Persecuted Church," by Mbert GaIter,. 
($5.75) . We reprint 'Parts Of the circular's information. 

"Published un(ler the' auspices Of Ithe COmmission 
for the ,Persecuted Church." The wId, fa.'Cts toncern­
ing Communism's methodica1 persecution df the 
Oathdl'ic Church. One might call it 'documented 
diaJbolism'. Time· Magazine has already predicted 
that the boak will be an 'internaJtional best seller'. 
There will be advertising in the major Oatholic media; 
news releases in both Catholic and seoular press." 

In a 'COver Sketch it states !further, "'The History o'f 
the Church 'df 'Slflence in A.lbania, Bulgaria, China, 
Czechoslovakia, Estonia, East Germany, Hungary, 
Ko.rea, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Roumania, Russia, 
Viet Nam, Yugoslavia. The Ifld:l story df the persecu­
tion to 'March, 1957." 

We venture to suggest that there will ndt likely be any 
-mention of Rome's persecution of IProtestants in the Latin 
A'nierican countries of South Amenta and espetially 'in 
Colombia. Rome would !focus Ithe attention Of the world 
to communist controlled iands of Europe 'aDd Asia, while 
she, 'Oarnes on the same work of persecution in cathaIic 
dom~n'aJted republlilcs, and in_our own provinc~ of Quebec. 
The foHowing 'appeared in "Monday Morning", a PreSby­
tertian publi'catiion for ministers. 

"PERSECUTION OF COLOMBIAN PROTES­
T ANTI). Persecution of Protestants has contiinued 
unalba1ted in Oalomibia. The Insp~tor Of .Police of 
Santa Ana, Galtagena, declared following the ouster 

, of President RoJas, that because the,·~untry was un­
der martial law, 'ProteStants could not meet in homes 
for praye·r and hymn singing. One Protestant ,church 
who comp1ained against this prohibition was fined 
ten pesos. ' 

An hali~ Roman IC'atho1[c ptiest of Bocachlca, 
Cartagena, distributed canS of. powdered miik pro­
vided by CARE an~ inCl"lted the recipients, mainly 
chHdren, to stone the house lin which Protestants were 
holding '3. n;ligious service. Considerable damage was 

done. The priest 'and the pOl.lke 'inspector soon after­
wards seale(! the door o'f :the house and prohibited all 
P,rotestan'l: meetings ~because the children of Protes­
tant !farniJiies were attending Sunday School where 
they Were le1arning <ioctrines contrary to ,the Roman 
Catholic religion.' Thus, said the priest, the children 
were being taught to oppose the government. of 
Colombia .. 

On April 6, 1957, the pariish priest Of Rlio Viejo 
Municipality, 'aJCCOOlpanied by the Inspector of Pol~te, 
interrupted a Protestant service in a home in the vii­
lage of La Luz. The Inspector announced that be­
cause the Muni'dipaililty of Rio Viejo lay within a 
Rdman CathOlic Miis*bn Tenitory the priest had 
directed' him to stop the meeting. The priest then 
seized and oon!fiscated three Hilbles, three New TeSta­
ments an(l several hymn books which ,the worshipers 
had with them. Removing framed 'Scripture texts' from 
the walls he broke them in pieces. lHe warned the be­
Iievers not ·to hold !further services. The home owner 
and anothel' leader of the congreg'a:bion were jailed 
'for 24 hours wlithout food. The town of La Luz is out- . 
side Roman Oatholic Mission Territory." 

The World Council Afraid to Face the Persecutor 
-Rome 

And in the midst df these 'fa'Cts the Central Committee 
of the WOl'ld COuncil of Churches, which recently metin 
conference at 'New Haven, Connectitut, is 31frai'd to touch 
Rome. Apparently the WoIild Council is 'anxiious .fo in­
dude in its 'a~ate structure the Roman Catholic Church, 
and thus is afraid to do '3,Ilything that might dflfend. The 
Toronto Daily Star of Wednesday, August 7, 1957, has this 
to say: 

"In a turbulent sesSion 'Of the World, Council of 
Churches, delegates last night threshed thrOugh '3. 

mas~ Of proposed res'olutions - several aiimed at the 
Roman Catholic Church - and tOssed them all 
out .... " 

Rome QU:ick to Reveal W~akness of World Council 
The Catholic press did not hesitate ,to report the World 

Council's rejection of a series of resolutions whi,* were 
d~rected against the ~oman Oathalic Church. From "le 

, Devoir" of August 8, 1957, we tl'ansiate the following: 
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'~BATE ON RELIGIOUS LI,BERTY" 

"THE PROTESTANTS WOULD' LIKE J'ALKS 
WITH THE CATHOLICS". . 

'''New Haven, Conn. (!AP.)-The Pn?testant and 
.orthodox churches have decided .to enter upon an 
impol1tant :investigation on the problems df religious 
l~berty 'and it 'could be that they wiH attempt direct 
talks With catholic authorit!ies ,to :this end. In the course 
df 'a stoImy ses!d.ion Of the World Council Of· Churches, . 
the delegates debated TueSday evening in the midst 
of a series df resolutions, Of whi'ch a. good number 
had 'been directed against ,the Catholic churt:4, and 
rejected them a1l." 

"Instead of decllaring itsellf, the centrall committee 
decided to ;act with dip1omacy." . . 

"'O·ther means can be mU'ch more .e'Mi'elent than 
general statement,' salid Lutheran Bishop HannsLilje 
of Hanover, Germany. "Negotiations, correspondence, 
and persona[ vi~its can of.ten .produce more results!" 

It was reported that .or. Charles Westphall'of the 
Relfor.med Church Of France. opposed ,the' resolution 
aimed at perseoution in catholic dominated countries 
stating that in France which has Ia cathblic majority, 
absolute Jiberty exists and a growing respect for 
Protestants. He had the IimpresSion that a simplar 
situation Was true in. Ilta:ly. 

The discussion' arose out of 'a resolution on the 
situation of IProtestants in Colom~ia. Certain delegates 
desired to add generail 'Critiicism especially directed 
toward catholic practices toward Protestant m!inori-
ties. . 

IBishop Lilje, supported by the Archbishop of Oan­
tel1bury and the episcopaiian bishop'. Angus Dun Of 
Washington. decide'd to rejeot'alll ,the ·resolutions, in­
cluding the one on Colombia. 

He stated that he was 'in Colombia' a few weeks 
previous and tha't the OatholiC suffragan :J)ishops and 
the m~nister of foreign 'alflflalirs Of the new government 
had assured himq that the relationships between 
Catholits and 'Protestants would improve. ("Would 
improve" - there .is no deniaB. of the' existing situa-
tion Of persecution.-Ed.). . 

While Rome cries p~rsecution at the hand of commun­
ism, and the Protestant World Council is afraid to inquire 
into religious liberty in Colombia, Rome continues her per­
secution of evan,gelical Baptists in Quebec. 

The follQwing headline and artiicle appeared' side by side 
with the albove mentioned article in "Le Devoir". . 

"Young People Disperse a Baptist Meeting at 
Coaticook'" 

'''Granby, 7-A Baptist open-ail' meetiing ended in 
an abrupt 'and dramati'C 'fashion a't Coaticddk when 
a group Of young people invaded the pla:ce to malke 
a clean sweep and throw severa:! of the participants 
into a !fountain situated in the centre df a puNic park. 

The FrenchBaJptist 'Church of Coa'ticook coni­
plained to tlhe Provintia1 Authority which is investi­
gating. It seems by all 'appearances that the group of 
young people was well detennined to dean' up every­
thing and that the planning dated bac,k a few days. 

The evange1!istic group was holding its seventh 
open-air meeting iIi Cartlier Park and the municipal 
police had been ·asked to patrol the area, but at that 
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moment on~y one officer was Standing by. As to the. 
Chief Of Police, Mr. Gerard Groleau, he decIared that 
the majority -dE his men were orcoupied at that moment 
extingUishing asmaH 'fire." 

It is almost inored~ble that R~me's Quebec p~ should· 
report side by side.a debate a't the World Coundil on re- . 
I<igious liberty, with special reiference to Rome's persecUting 
forces in Coldmbia, and an 'a:c'couI!t Of Roman perse!cution 
Of Baptists in Queibec. . 

-. 
. Catholic Action Laments Worl~ Council Debates 
It was reported in the Devoir of August 10, ·two days 

la.ter, !that ,the National CathoJ.ic Welfare Conference, or­
gan of' Ameritan bishops, which has as ~ts taSk the co­
ordination of Catholic Action in ,the U.S. announced, 
Th'ursday night, through the intezm.ediary of. -its I~o~­
tion Office ·tlhat even !though the tone df the request to l~k 
into the question of religious Nbert'y in Oath'olic dominated 
countries had. been softened ~t neverthell.ess caused great 
ha.:rm to .the rela1tions between Catholics and Protestants 
around the world. 

We conclude with these questions, "Can two walk together 
except they be agreed? What fellowship hath righteousness 
with uQrighteousness? And wha't cOmmunion hath .light 
with· darkness? And what con'COr'd hath Ohrist With 'Belial? 
Or what part hath he that believeth Witlh an infidel? And 
what agreement hc,tth the temple of God ··with idols?" 

Bible be1ieving peoples must obey the cOmmand, "Where­
fore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, 'and touch not the unclean thlng." . 

We can have no fellowship with Rome's· theology and 
persecu'ting practices nor with $e World Counci1's com­
promise of the truth as &t is in Jesus iChrist. May God give 
us gr8.ceaIid· strength "to conteIid for the faith on'Ce de-
livered ·unto -the salints." . 

-W.P.B. 

! , 
L 
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The United Church of. Canada Sponsors 
"Infidel" ,Nel's F. S. Ferre' 

Th,e Globe and Mail of Saturday, August 24th, reported 
an, 

"EVANGEUI\C CONFERENCE SCHEDULED 
IN WHI1lBY. The 10th Annual Conference on 
Evangelism Of the United Church of Canada Board 
of Information ,and Stewardship will 'be held 'at 
Ontario 'Ladies 'College, WHitby, August 28th 'to 30th. 

''conference leaders wi1l include four 'distinguished 
theologians o'f Canada and the United States. 

"Ne1s F. S. Ferre, prQfessor of phiiosophioal theol­
ogy at Vandel10ilt University School of Religion, 
.Nashville, Tenn., was iborn iin Sweden' and educated 
in thalt country and the United iStates. He obtained 
his Ph.D. at Harvard. Dr. Ferre was devotional 
speaker 'at the United Churcli Council, Hamilton, in 
1952." 

Dr. Ferre's UIibelief has ~een treated at length in the 
Pamphlet, "The Canadian Council of Churches-Whither 
Bound?" by L. K. Tarr. We reprint parts Of !the pamphlet 
to show the unbelief 'and b1asphemous writings of Dr. Ferre. ' 

"The use of the !Bible as the final authority for 
Christian truth is ,ido'latry. Alctua~1y it has become a 
very thick 'and iformidable Umbrella Ito hide the Sun." 
(p. 39, S.U.) 

"We have no way o'f knowing even, that Jesus was 
sinless, but such a claim is irrelevent-to the reality of 
-the inoarnation. SU'eh a proposition: would, for that 
matter, depend mostly on some literal claim in the 
'Bible. Such clalms there are, but the Bible used in this 
external manI).er be'comesa distinct danger to living 
faith." (p. 186, C.U.G.) 

"Sin1essness is a 1Jloodless category, making an 
anaemi'e Saviour." (p. 201, C.U.G.). 

"Jesus never was or became God." (p. 112, S.U.). 
"Jesus was historically :but not eternally unique. 

(p. 114, S.U.). 
"But ~if Jesus takes the' place o'f God, we st'lll have 

Idolatry. He is, the 'mediator, not the eternal God." 
(p. 244, C.U.G.). 

"Jesus as God is a false dfien'Ce both to Jews and to 
,righ!t-thiinldng Gentiles." (p. 114, S.U.). ' 

VI. !HELL IS NOT PIJACE OF ETERNAL 
PUNISHMENT. 

'~Eterna:l hel~ is naturally ou't of the question, both 
as subjustke 'and 'as sublove. No hum-an judge has a 
right to irrflict !infinite 'Punishment !for finitetririls­
gression. The very conception of an eternal hell is 
monstrous and an !insullt -to the con'Cep'tion of last 
things in other religio~, not to mention, the Christian 
doctrine of God's sovereign ~ove ...• That sU'eh a doc­
trine cou'ld 'be 'Conceived, not ,to men'tion believed, 
shows how \fiar from 'any understanding of the love of 
God many people onCe were and, mas, still arel" 
(p.228;C.U.G.). 

"The~ are no :int;errigiMe sinners; God has no 
'permanent pro~lem children. Heaven, to those who 
truly love all, can be heaven only when lit has emptied 
heN. Therefore ,the good of each and of all requires 
that he}} be an instrumen't of justice in the service of 
reclamatory love. AM those who love, and supreme1y 
God, require that.' ,EaCh one in hell :is mso com­
pletely important ,to God, and without the salvation 
"unto this last" God cannot be' sovereign [ove. The 
Good Shepherd insists on finding the hundredth 
sheep. The MERCY of God, says the mble, is 'EVER­
LASTING; and !Jove NEVER fails. What, then, is 
hell ~d how does it Serve God's, purposes?" (p. 229, 
C.U.G.). 

"It cannot Ibe eternal1." (p. 230, C.U.G.). 
VII. TIIERE'IS A PURGATORY! 
"HeM is also to be distinguished from purgatory. 

While tha't term [s not much used by Protestant WTit­
ers, it~neverthd.ess stands for an important truth in 
the rea:1m Of last things." (p. 230, C.U.G.). 

"When a person dies; though completely forgiven, 
he may still have untold consequen'ces !for whi'ch he 
must hetp :to 'pay. 'The righteousness of God ,is vindi­
cated, the sinner being ,enalbled and thankful to par­
ticipate in the work Of re'Constru'Ction. Purgatory 
stands !for this truth df reconstruction of consequen'ees 
after death in whatever proper medium God may 
have ,prepared. Hell is for the bad; purgatory for the 
repentant. Hd.~ leads away 'from heaven; purgatory 
is -a nece~sary 'Corridor to heaven. IPurgatory may ~as't 
through many laves 'and existen'Ces a'fter this one, for 
God has mu'Ch time to make a rich product, to foster 

'wonderful ch'ildren." (p. 231, 'C.U.G.). 
"Perhaps purgatory will be m hell." (p. 232, 

C.U.G.). 

Copies Of this free pamphlet are still avai'lable. Would 
there be any in the Whitby area who would undertake to 
distribute this message of warning while the United Church 
elf Canlida sponsors Dr. 'Ferre as one of its specild speakers? 
Send for a supply today. -W. P. B. 
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wqr *,trmnus of Ir. w. w. @>q,itlbs 
The Only 'Way Home 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the'Father, but by me." 
----John 14:6. 

Let us bow for a moment in prayer: 
o Lord our God. we come to Thy HolY Word. to listen to 

its voice this evening. We acknowledge our need of spiritual 
preparation. We remember the record of Thy' Word, which 
tells us that Thou didst 'open the heart of Lydia so that she 
attended unto the things that' were spoken by Paul; and we 
come just now to ask that the heart of, every man and 
woman, boy and girl, .in this assembly may be opened to the 
truth. We read of a day when our Lord Jesus talked with 
His disciples, of which it is said that He iOPened to them 
their understanding, that they might understand the scrip- , 
tures. We pray Thee to open our understandings that we 
may understand that which is written in Thy Word. The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of lQod: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned. We pray therefore 
that our hearts may be opened and our minds illuminated 
by the Holy Spirit; so that we may be able to receive the 
truth in the love of it. Wilt Thou graciously shed light upon ' 
the sacred page. We believe this Book to have been written 
by men who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost; 
we believe in this very chapter' before us the :word of our 
Lord finds its fulfilment, He shall bring all things to your 
remembrance whatsoever 1 said unto you. So we pray that 
this evening th'e Holy Spirit may Himself open the Word 
of God ~ us. ~et it please Thee, 0 Lord, to bring some who 
are at this moment m nature's darkness into the ,marvellous 
light of Thy gospeL May souls dead in trespasses and sins 
be quickened into neWness of life; inay many be' born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God,-which liveth and abideth for ever. So use this service 
to the glory of Thy great name in the salvation of souls and 
the edification of Thine own dear children. We ask it in the 

, name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

THE words which I have read las a text',were uttered by 
our Lord during' the closing hours of His earthly life, 

as the shadows were deepening about Him and ,the cross 
was but a !few houI's distant. He spdke to !His disciples 
abou't going 'alWay, and 'Peter wanted to follow Him at 
once; but the Lord told hlm that he could not 'follow Him 
then, but he shou:ld follow Hlim 1'ater. Then He said, 
"Whither ,I go ye know, 'anlcl the way ye kndw." Thbmas 
saJid unfu Him; "We know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way?" And this weB-worn te~t was 
our Lord's answer to that expresSion of universal, desire, 
What way shadl we go? Whither shaJH we al[ go? What way 
leads home when, the day"\; work is done and the shadows 
df the night come down? How shall we get home? - our 
Lord answered,~'IaJm the way, the ,truth, and the iife: no 
man cdmeth unto the Fathe~, but by me." 

'I. 
Sooner or I'ater every man 'and wOm'iill here will DESIRE 

TO GO TO THE FA 'DHER - not now, we have many 
interests in me now; but some day we shal:1 be separated 
.f.rom these temporal, transient, ,thijngs; we sha:ll be brought 
fa'Ce to :face with the realJJities of life, and we shal~ want 
to go. It is a matter of, common observation that we must 
go somewhere: "The living know that they mU'st die." It 
'is just eighteen years ago to-day by the day of the week, 

and eighteen on Tuesday by the day o'f the month, since I 
stood in this pulpit 'for Ithe first time; and ~n eighteen years 
I have seen a great company depart. It seems to me there 
is 'SC'arcely a pew in thlis church ifrom which someone has 
not gone who '~sed to occupy 'i't regul'al'ly. We must 'a1:l go 
somewhere, even the veriest inlfidel knows thaJt:. If there 
;be 'a m'an here who s'ays, "I have no interest 1n your Bible, 
sir; I have no interest whatever in you,r gospel. I came in 
thJis evening to see hOlw ,absurd you 'Could be in ah'iding by 
the'se ou/tworn theories.", WelI, 'aHow me to tel[ you 'Of one 
thing that ~s not outWorn: the most up-to-date city in the 
world has not aearned .to do without 'cemeteries. Sooner ,or 
la~er you must '~d'1 go someJwhere; no matter what your 
creed is, no matter what your plnlosophy of life may be, 
no mat:ter how antagonistic you may be Ito the go!pel of the 
Lord Jesus Chl'ist, you wil:1 have to go. It will not ,he a 
m'atter of choice with you, it wil1 not 'be a ques1fion of 
whether you can pay the fare; "The pla'Ce :that knoweth us 
nOlw shit)1 'know uS no more 'for ever." Whether we like it 
or not, we shal,l ha.ve to move on. 

When that hour comes, whither are you going, my friend? 
In what directiion is your fiace set? ,What are your desires? 
What sort df 'a 'heaven do you ,want? What sort of future 
do you expect? Just sit down and think of th:at a litltle 
to-night, will you? And when I ,have done, 'and you have 
gone home, before you sleep 'Wi'll you take tlime to reflect 
upon that 'fact .that is aibsolulteily indisputable, drat you will 
have to go, that Y9'U have nQ choice, you will have to bid 
fiarewell to ail1 your 'friends and aU the things of this world, 
and go somewhere. And I 'bid you in the rmme of the 
Lord solemnly to ask yourseFf the question, "What road 
am I traveI:ling? Where am I going? At what goal do I 
expect at last to arrive?" 

If you have your 'choice, :in your saner moments at 
least, you wi:}} recognize and acknowledge' that the life of 
Ithe future, if iit is to minister satiSf~tion to your soul, must 
'consist of something more than mere things. How many 
people there 'are who are simply 11V'ing to get a house to 
Hve in! Simply 'living to get 'food enough to' keep them 
livling! Living that they m'ay get 'Clothes enough to ,keep 
respecmble! Living in things, 'as though 'a man's life con­
sisted in 'the abundance o'f the dungs whichhe possesseth! 
And yet the most dlisconltented people in the wOl'ld are to 
be 'found 'among those who are denied nothing so 'far as 
material wealth is con'cemed.' Uetter houses, better fumi­
ture, better :food, betJter music, better 'Climate - 'lil'1 these 
things Cannot possilhly make heaven' fur anyone o!f us. 

You hiave tired 'df ",thmgs" ,already. iDid you ever see a 
man with a new motor 'CaT? I remember years ago when I 
bought my first bicycie, I spent more time keeping th,. 

, Ithing dean than I did riding it. I reaHy did - !for 'a week 
or two; and ,after that I had no time to 'keep it clean 'at 
aill! And these grown-up men buy 'a 'Car and spend a lot 
of time polishing lit 'as though that were '3:1~ Ithe world to 

I 

{ 
t 
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them. When they have had it a few months they !forget 
whether it 1s black 'Or white 'Or yeillow, 'Or what col'Our it ~s, ' 
unless they have someone else to clean it f'Or them. We 
'are just 'a 1'Ot of Ilittle chiidren playing with. toys,and we 
soon become 'as tiired Of Ithem as the children d'O of the 
things that Santa CIaus brings them; we soon Want new 
things. There is rio heaven 'in "things". , 

Nor is there heaven in places. I see a great many places. 
I have just been 'On a ,seven th'Ousand mNe jaunt. When I 
get It'O a plaJce, some friend brings 'around his oar' and says, 
"Let me sh'Ow y'Outhe city." Illfeel [ike saYing, '~Please leave 
me in my room; I am tired df cities; they 'are all ali'ke." 
'~But I want to sh'Ow' you 'Our new million d'OHar bridge" -
"I do n'Ot 'care a tu'pence 'f'Or )'Pur miU['On d'Ollar bridge.'" 
Whalt is there in p}aces? One gets Itired after a- while df 
V'isitiing places, and wants SIOIIlething m'Ore than that. 
Heaven is future ~Iife. If it is to satisfy us, it must 'be s'Ome­
!thing more than a place. I veiilly believe I shQuld get, 
hear.tiily tired Of 'the streets of gold and the walls 'Of jasper, 
iI£ that were heaven. I can understand how any'One could 
get weary 'O'f the most abundant Iux;uries. N'O, there is '11'0 

satisfadti'On in these things; heaven must ,be sometning more 
than a place. 

And it must be something more than persons. 'WhaCa 
tiresome lot we are! I used to know a dear lady, a member 
of ·this church, 'and 'One of the truest 'friends 'I ever had. 
She has gone to gl'Ory now. This IfIiiend said :t'O me 'Once, 
speaking o'f myself and of my 'predecessor. "Y'Ou are g'Oing 
!for 'a h'Oliday? I.am,gla:d you are going. I shai1.1 be glad to 
see the last of you. I used to teqq Dr. Th'Omas, your pre­
'dece'SS'Or, that I was always glad to haV'C him g'O away, and 
just as glad to see h'im come back again! II wiH tell you, 
:Pastor; if you were living 1n my h'Ouse with me, you w'Ould 
have to get lOUt 'Of my 'sight sometimes. I wou1d get S'O tired 
of you!" I said, "I believe I sh'Ould - 'and I be1ieve 'it 
w'Ouad be mutU'al." 

A doctor told me some years 'ago that he had had a very 
busy winter. He had office help, but s'Ometimes his wife 
woulld 'answer the teleph'One. He had been driven day aI!d 
night; there had 'been 'a great deal 'Of sidkness. As i't got 
tDwtaro spring, he began t'O 'feel. his nerves were a liule 
bit ragged. When he came down to breakfast he d~d not 
feel 'as chee~ful 'as was his wont, 'and his wlife was just as 
bad. So ,he s'aJid, "I went d'Owntown 'One m'Orning and came 
back '3JI: noon 'and said 1t'O my wife, 'I have arranged t'O have 
y'OU g'O to Cali'fornia..' 'What!' 'Yes, I have wired 'and made 
your reservati'On, and here is your ,tiidket 'and reservati'On on 
the train; you a're going to OaHf'Orriia.' ~But what f'Or?' 
'I think you need a 'change.' " 'He said t'O me, "I did n'Ot 
tel1 her Ithast I 'did! But I told a !{dlow1>r~titi'OneJ;' down­
t'Own that 'I was 'arrl!.nging to have my wlife go to' Oali­
fornra 'and he said, 'Would i,t not be fine ~f y'OU c'Ould 
'arrange t'O go wiith her?' 'We'll, I w'Ould be seven-eighths of 
a fool if I did that. Do y'Ou n'Ot know that wha't she needs 
is t'O get awl.l.Y from me?' S'O I sent her off, 'and 'about tW'O 
months Iater when I went t'O bring her home, the w.oman 
wh'O 'CaIlIIe tripping down 'to th~ traiin to meet me was the 
w'Oman I m'arried; we had 'another h'Oneymoon." I do n'Ot 
know a)bout that part df it, but the doct'Or said it was true, 
and we shall have to 'accept hi\; word! '~ut I do kn'Ow ;ilt is 
poSSIble to get tired Of peopie. f'Or the best df us are very 
disappointing. It is 'One 'Of the hard thiings (){ Hfe to d~sc'Over 
how frail human nature is. 

I wonder what .heaven ~uld be 1~lke if you and I had 
to 1ive Ithere together aU the time? W'Ould we get tired 'Of 
each other? Wel~, we should unless we 'are a good deM 
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m'Ore perfect than we 'are now. I love you all, hut I sh'Ould 
n'Ot. like to live with all of y'Ou - 'and II expect lit is mutual! 
Just liVing together day by day we do get ~ired Of each 
other. Yet there lis a reai h'Ome, f'Or, stealing .into 'Our he'artS. 
there c'Omes 'a 10nging 'for things that d'O not fade, 'f'Or places 
thast d'O not tire, and for persons wh'O d'O not wear 'Out. 
And d'O you know, when God said, "It is n'Ot good that the 
man sh'OuM be alone; I wi~l make him 'an help meet for 
him," a'COOrding to the.'teaching 'Of God's W'Ord, that had a 
spiIiitual analogy. Why did God make the world and create 
man in His OWn image and llikeness? iBecause, may I rev­
erently say, it was n'Ot good that He sh'Ould be al'One; He 
made us f'Or Himself because He wanted somebody to I'Ove 
with 'an everlaslting l'Ove - that is why He made us. Sin 
entered, but by His regenerating gra'Ce He brings us ba& 
t'O Ithe conditi'On in which we .were 'fiTSt created. And no 
one in all Ithe unliverse can ever sastis'fy us but God. Himse1f. 

N'Ot very ,.long be!fore she aeft us, when I call.led on dear 
Mrs. LiHie, 'She said, ":Past'Or, I want 'to go home; I want 
,to g'O h'Ome." 11£ we are saved we shall some day want t'O 
go home; and h'Ome will be where God is, "Unto" - not 
heaven --but "unto the Father". Never shall we be at 
rest with Him. 

II. 
WHAT 1'8 THE WAY HOME? "N'O man 'c'Ometh unt'O 

the Father, !but by me." I am g~ad there is 'Only 'One way. 
Th'Ose 'Of you wh'O travel,ab'Out kn'Ow how few people 'there 
are wh'O are ab1e t'O give directi'Ons. Go into·a strange city 
'and ask 'SOmeb'Ody the way .to 'a certain place, and niinety­
nine 'Out 'Of a hundred wil'l assume y'OU were born there, 
and that you 'know every merchant 'On the street, and eV'Cry 
Sotreet ,in ,the 'City, and that y'Ou d'O n'Ot need any directi'On 
atailL Y'Ou 'are told t'O g'O t'O'Mr. Jones' store, and 'tum at 
Mr. 'Sm~th's 'cOrner, and go to 'Mr. Brown's. They assume 
thalt you know, and you d'O n'Ot kn'Ow 'anything. There is 
not 'One man :in a hundred whl:> can direct you 'On the road. 
Occasiona1ly you meet a man wh'O can tell you how to 
g'O. What 'a !blessing it is that the way lis so simple" that 
there is 'Only 'One way h'Ome - 'Onty 'One way! There is n'O 
dispute '3JbouIt it at all, there 1s .'On'ly 'One way. "N'O man 
cometh unt'O the F'ather, but by me." There is n'O other 
way. . . 

A Christ less righteousness will never take you home; 
w'Orks of riighteousriesS which y'OU may do '3lpart 'from Christ, 
'a merit that 1S unreFaJted to Christ, a l~fe of benev'Olence 
that has n'O inspirati'On 'from Him - whatever you do, 
whatever y'OU are,apar.t from Christ, unlesS you kn'Ow Him, 
'you are n'Ot 'On the way h'Ome. 

A. Christless church will never take you home - and 
there are many of them Ito-day; S'Omeb'Ody was tell1ing me 
only, to-d'ay df a church whkh spedalizes in dancing and 
every kind df 'amusement - everyth~ng, I suppose, but 
'Christ. It WiU n'Ot pro 'fit, my !friends, f'Or you t'O say, "I 
'am a ;Baptist." I fear there are some Baptists wh'O are m'Ore 
'Baptist than Chrnstran, and who have n'O Christ. It will 
not save y'OU t'O say, "I ,am a Meth'Odist" - "No man 
'cometh unto the Father, but by me." It is through Christ, 
whatever that may mean, but somehow~t is through Christ 
we get home. No <?ther'church can save you, Roman Cath'O­
lic, AngIrcan, Quaker, ,wHatever -they 'are; un1ess someh'Ow 
you get -to Christ, you are not going t'O get home. Any 
church, 'Or 'alB churches t'Ogether, tWilll ~'Ot save y'Ou. 

A Christless creed will not save you. It is weU en'Ough 
that a man should think nobly, that he sh'Ould 'Cherish 
lofty ambiti'Ons, it lis we'll en'Ough that ~e sh'Ould Hve. m'Or-
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aUy; bUit unless Chmt be in your thought, un~ess what you 
believe of this Hlfe, of yourself, and of God, be that which 
He has told you, Ia Chrilitless ICreed will never take you 
home. I am not telliing you, !for the moment, what it is; 
hut 'I am just remiinding you Of !the exclusiveness of ~e 
. thing. No m'atter what wealth he h~, no matter what learn­
ing he has, no maltter what chara:cter he has, no matter 
what good wotks he may have to his credit, no ~t1;er how 
the world ~y applaud him and appreciate him, no mat­
ter how large 'a place he may occupy in human estimation, 
unless a man be in Christ, he is not going home. No man! 
That means exactly 'What it says, "No man 'COmeth unto the 
Father, 'bult by me." There is only one way home. 

What is the Wlay? "I am the way, the truth, 'and the life." 
What is Christianity? Chris~ianlj,ty is Christ. Weare .going 
to have a great 'Baptist meeting here in June. Representa­
tives are coming from an over the world; all the· Baptists 
of the 'WOrld are to !be represented. The~ is going· to be 
a great meeting. Some mght when an orthodox prea:cher 
from the Soulth lis going to speak, on the same night on­
which he speaks, our 'friend, Professor Marshall, is to de­
liver an 'address; 'a.'Iid qn the same occasion there is to be 
an address by Dr. Shailer Mathews of ChicagO! Is not that 
a pretty dish 10 set before the king! I will give you a 
qwtation 'f.rom Dr. Shailer Ma.'thews. I have given it be­
fore, 'but I repeat it. He spoke in one 'Of his books, "'Ibe 
·Go!lpel Of the Modern Mind", I th!ink it was, of the .poss'i­
bili-ty of 'a'certain schooi 'Of critics proving that Jesus never 
did live, 'and he as'ks the question, Supposing iIt should be 
demonstrated that Jesus Christ never had an historic'exist­
ence, that He never was born !in Bethlehem of Judaea, 
never Fived 'at 'aliI, whaJt then would h3ippen to Christianity? 
This is his".answer, ··~ConceiV'ably, ,but to my mind, tragi­
cally, Christianity might survive Jesus." The man who said 
that does not 'know the Lord Jesus; he never did know 
Him; I.do not care how great 'a S'cholar he is, the man who 
said that :is nolt a !Chn\~an, 'CaIlIlot possibly be a Christian, 
for the reason' that Christianity is not a philosophy,. it is 
not 'a system o'f ethics, it is not 'a gospel of idealism merely: 
Christianity ~s Chri9t, 'a 'Jiving, 'Conquering, ever-living, Per­
son, the God-man. And.He is 'the o/Qy - He is the way. 
Salvation consists in vital union with JesusChrlst. . 

I should like to preach If or 'a week,. but I must not. W!! 
sing, "The way df the 'Cross ~eads Home." Christ said, 
"Wh~lther I go ye 'know, 'and ,the way ye know." - "We 
know. not whither thou goest; an:d how can we know the 
way?" "I am ,the -way; you·follow me." Christ went by way 
of the Cro'SS, and through the grave, and up the shin~ng 

. pathlway to 'the skies, and entered inlf:o heaven itself with 
His own blood. That :is the way, land there is no other -
"The Way df the Cross leads Home." . 

Are you' in that way, the blood-sprin'kled way? Have you 
any other 'COn!fidence, any other ground for h9ping that you 
are saved bult -thaJt Christ died \for you? If you have, it is 
a vain. hope, my ·f.riend. He is the way. 

And He is the truth. l am glad that the truth is identi­
fied. 'I h1ave said oit in .some p1'ares, 'I do not know whether 
I have said 'it here. Perha.ps I have, but i'f so, I will repeat 
ilt. In my earlier years I used to wish that some great 
scholar would give his life' to one task: that he would 
gather tip 'ali the -pf91blems, so-caJHed, df the Old Testament 
and o'f -the N~w, that he would Sl,lrvey all the dif£i:culties, 
a:lI the problems Of J.iife, and thaJt he would gather into one 
volume an answer to every objectlion Of unbelief, so that 
I "Coul}d 'buy it ifor Ia J.i.ttlemoney, ibedause l could not afford 
to buy so many bodks, 'and I had not: time ·to read so many. 

I used to say, ,oIf'I have to read 'alI!1!these books.J will not· 
have time to read. my 'Bible." Will not someone .gather up 
in one volume so that I m'ay have a!ll the truth? And -then 
one 'day I 'found God had anticipated 'alI my problems and 
given it· to me here in the Book, 'and that I did not need 
anytMng else. 'Every question is answered in Jesus Christ, 
every prdblem is solved in Jesus Christ. The more I study 
the Book the more convinced I 'am that the answer 'to every 
question is ~n the 'Book itsellf; 'and if pelOple would read the 
Book and let the ,Book speak~ they wouM have 'less difficulty. 
And the ~eal'and certiifi'CatiO'n df :the Book is the Person of 
O'ur Lord; He is the itnlth. 

Very well .then, do you want to know what sort of man 
you are? Do not go to' Professor Marshall. He wi:}} tell you 
that you'are preltty good, when you :know ybu are not. He 
wiltl tell you that ChIiist "saw in 'aB, the vilest of the Vile, 
potentiial sainthood, an angel in 'fetters, the new man. wait­
ing Ithe opportunity to -throw the old man dff. Beneath the 
ashes df collapsed human nature He knew that there were 
yet sparks Of celestial fire." That lis nolt true - and your 
wife knows it! If you 'Want ,to 'know what manner of man 
you are, then go to. Jesus Christ 'and He will tell you. He 
will tell you that you are sU'ch a bad [ot that there is no 
chance for you 'at all. iHe ·will ,tell you human na'ture dS 
so 'Corrupt that it can never inherit -the ~ingdom of God; 
and there'fore, "Ye must be born 'agalin." That is the -truth. 
Do not ~e your itlime going 'to ask anybody e1se. Jesus 
Christ says that, and that is the truth, .the last word on 
any subject. Thke it and abi'cl.e by it. 

You want 'to know who God <is, 'and what .God is? Do 
. not go to -the modem 'Criti'CS. They will dl"aw you a picture 

of God that is not God at all. The modernist's God reminds 
one Of an indulgent old grandlfather. I say that without 
irreverence. He is not God. What do men want? What do 
,they need? '''Shew us the Father, and ~t sU£fi:ceth us." The 
disciples said to Chrut, "Talke us - ltake us - take us 
through to God somehow. We want to get above the lilies, 
above the beasts of the field, and the birds of the air, be­
yond the stars, and the chamber of !the sun; we want to get 
,to God. Te!ll us where He is, teU us whO' He is." ''He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the F'ather. I am the. truth 'a:bout 
God." That is whaJt Jesus Christ meant, and Jesus Christ 
is "the only God you know, or ever wiU know - "He hath 
c,ieolai'ed him.'~ 

"And ,the Hfe"! He is the truth about ourse1ves, about 
God, about the world '!tbout -us, a!bout the future, a:bou't 
time, a!bout etern1ity; He is -the last word on 'any 'Subject -
but then He is the l~fe. Through the grave He went, and 
He rose again. The old man dies - you saw it in the 
ordinan'ce to-night; 'aDd the new man r.ises. Whence comes 
the quiCkening power? When'ce comes the 'l'egenerating 
grace? When'ce comes that vital .principle? It ,is all in 
Christ. 

The "Amer-roan AssodiaJtion' for -the Advancement of 
"Scien'Ce" met here a whHe ago, and a lot df Httle m~n read 
papers on spontaneous generation, on the origin of 1:iife; 
and they 'Said wiith one yoice that science does not know 
whence life came. They hope ,that it may be 'Chemically 
produced, 'bult as 'frar 'as they could go now they said, "Life 
comes ftom antecedent me; but where ii'fe tame from 
originally we do not know." 'I am. not"a sdientist, but "I Can 
teiJ.l them:. "In him was Hfe; and· the Jilfe was the iight o'f 
men." He was the li'fe, 'and there is no li'fe aipart If.rom God. 
It is not ;in the -poWer "Of human nature to give me. Men 
OM take life, 'but they cannot ,give it. God onJy can gtive 
Hfe. 1 think iit was Drummond who sa:i<l long ago tha't God 

.' 

'1 

( 
{ 
I ., 



I 
~ 
I 

r 

. 
August 29, 1957 . THE GOSPEL WITNESS' and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (lUI) 7 

had reserved a pl,ace ~n the genesis df lii'fe for His own 
directappea,rance. It is 'SIC> in the natural world: it is eqpa1ly 
true in the spivitual: "You hath he quidkened, wh'O were' 
dead in tI'espasses and sins." He is the ;lilfe from the grave. 

. He lis the life in the gl'Ory; by HiS inten:emon we live; and 
because He ,tives /We shall live also. 

Shall we follow Him all 'the way home? Is it not Whittjer 
who somewhere saY5: -

"When on my day 'Of life the night is ifaUing, . 
And, in ·the winds from unsunned spaces ~lown, 

I hear far vtltce'S out of darkness oalHiing -
My feet Ito paths unknown. . 

"Thou wh'O hast made my home of life so pleasant, 
ILeave not its tenant when its ,walls decay; 

o Love Divine, 0 Helper ever present, 
'Be Thou my strength and stay! 

'~e near me when all el'se is from me dt.ifting: 
Earth, Sky, home's pictures. days of shade and 

shine; 
And kindly 'faces Ito my own uplifting 

The nve which answers mine. 

"I have but Thee, my Father! let Thy spiPt 
Be with me 'then to comlforif: and uphold; 

No gate of peavl, no bran'Ch of palm I merit, 
Nor street 'Of sh~ning gold. . 

"Suiflfice it if - my blood and ill u.nrec:Jt~ed, 
And bOth 'forgiven th~ugh Thy aJbol,lIlding grac~ 

I find myself by hands familiar beCkoned 
Unto my 'fitting p'l'arce. 

. ··Some humble door 'among Thy many mansions, 
'Some sheltering shade where sin and striving cease. 

And :flows for ever through heaven's green expanSions 
The river 01£ Thy pea~. 

"There, from the music round albout my steaJiing, 
I falin would learn the new and holy song, 

And find 'at 'last, beneath Thy trees df healing, 
The fife 'fOr /Which I 10ng." . 

It 'is 13J11 in Him; we ,reach it Ithrough Christ allone. 

Let us pray: 
o Lord, if any are walking the broad road,· if any have 

failed to find the wicket ,gate, may the Holy Spirit tum their 
steps toward God. Bless our meditation this evening;' over­
rule its defections; -use it, by Thy gracious Spirit's power, for 
the good of Thy people and for the salvation I of souls. For 
Thy name's sake, Ameli. -

Mal'Ch 4, 1928. 

SEMINARY CALENDAR FOR THE YEAR 1957-58 

Registration ....................... Monday, September 23, at 2.30 p.m. 
Lectures Begin ________ Tuesday, September 24, at S.SO. a.m. 

Convocation ................................... : ... , ................................................ Octx>ber 17 
First Quarter Examinations ................................. November 12-15 
Christmas Vacation ...... f. ...................... December 21 - January 6 
Second Quarter Examinations ................................. January 14-17 
Third Quarter Examinations ...................................... Mal'Ch 11-14 
Fourth Quarter Examinations··.: ......................... April 29 - May 7 
Graduation ...... : ....................................... : ......................................................... May 8 

"THE HUSBANDMAN WAITETH FOR THE 
PRECIOUS FRUIT OF THE EARTH" 

WlHEN' wat!ohing another work, It may often seem that 
". his work is easy. I~ is not 'dilflilitlih to persuade our­

selves ,that everyon~ else's' wOrk 1S eaQer thta.n our own. 
We alone carry the b3.'Cklbreaki~g burden, and cli~nb' the 
steep'4IiJ1i! For example, what an easy time· the fanner 
has! He' 'bras on[y to w'ii,t for things to grow! And his 
wods is S!!asDnab'le. During parts. df the ye'ar ~e has noth­
ing to do! So' may people, who are not !farmers, foolishly 
suppOse. It is our opinion that there !is scarcely any occu~ 
panon requliri;ng .greater skill, and mOre 'arduous labour 
than that .df 'fanning. Notwithlltandirig, working with the 
soil has il'l attra'etions. We enter into partnership with the 
sun, and the rain, and the dew; that 'is to say, we enter into 
fJa,rtnership wi'th God. 

But whoever iis a partner with God must work, and 'WOrk: 
haTd. S'aid the Lord Jesus, '~My Father worketh hltherto, 
and I w9rk." And so the husbandman cannot 'afford to 
regarQ the wind, the snow, or the rain, bu't must toil ~ease­
le'Ssly, if he is to know anything df the joy Of harvest. 

Farmers will be busy just now gathering ,in the 'fruits of 
th~ir toil. They will not 'WO'rk untion hours, but most of 
them from "sun-up" to "sun-down". And ~ely _ wiH 
they have hrvested. the Ifruhs of ,this year's labour, when 
they miust lbegin again, 'and get ready !for next year. They 
wtiH plough and harrow, 'and fertilize, even in tthe Autumn; . 
anq, 01£ course, they wiHsow :Vheir FaH whea.t. 

'In a recent setmon we SpOke about the 'farmer waiting 
for God's sea!ion of visitation: And so he must. And here 
is an instructiv:e !1etiiptu're: "l8e 'patient !therefore, brethren, 
unto the 'COming of the Lord. Behold, the .husbandman 
waite!tJ"i for the precious fru~t Of the earth, and hath long 
pa1iience for it, until he receive the early an~ iatter rain." 

. We quote it to call '3tttention to the nocessity for Ithe "long 
patien'Ce" which the suiccesSfu1 husbandman must exercise. 
And it is that vlirtue we special1y 'COIIlIIlend Ito ourselves, 
and to OUT readers. "!Let us not weary in weN. doing: fOr 
in due season we shal[ re~, Ijf we 'i1a,jnt not." But the "due 
season" wilI not !be to-mor-row. In the Lord's work lit may 
not be tlms year, or next ye'ar: We do not 'know when it 
will be: we only know that iIf we have '''long patience" we 
shaU u'lnmately re3tp.· We may even have to wait until the 
Lord~ 'coming to receive our reward. Much that we do 
\v.iH seem to be a useless expenditure of 'time, 'and energy; 
but it is not S!O, if it·is d'One in ·the name of the Lord: ''Be 
patlient, therefore, brethren, unto the roming of the Lord." 

-':':DR. T. T. SHIELDS 

SEMIN ARY KITCHEN 
The time of harvest 'and preserving 'is here 'again. In the 

past the Seminary has 'been grat~ul for the many 'friends 
who have preserved food stuffs fur the Studenlts' Kitchen. 
The students run their own 'k~tchen 'and With the giif~ of 
fnen(ls are ab1e to keep food costs at 'a min'imum. A "Cari­
ning-bee" wouM be a wOIithwhlile project for ladies' groups 
in 'country places. We h'ave jars Ifor 'any who would like 
to tiil'l them. Jars m'arked ~H be returned to the owners. 

A GLORIOUS PRIVILEGE' 
It is a 'giorious thing.- 'tp preach ,the unsearcha:ble riches 

of Christ! We do not value it aright till we are deprived 
of it. Then Phillip Henry's saying is felt to he true - that 
he would beg all the week in order to be allowed ,to preach 
on the Sabbath day. 

-ROBERT MURRAY McCHEYNE. 
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Th.e Leading of" the'Spirit', 'the· Secret 
T o:ken of' th'e Sons . of God 

By Charles H. splirgeon 

"As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."-Romans 8:14. 

CH:I'IJDREN are expected to bear' some ilikeness ,to their 
. paren~. Children Of GOd, 100m Of the grandest of 
all parents, regenerated by !he almighty energy of the divin~ 
Spitiit, are sure Ito bear a high degree of ~iikenes'S to their 
'heavenly Father. We 'CIanrrot be' like God in many o'f his 
divine attributes,for they 'are unique and· incommunicable: 
~t is not possible for :us to wield his power, or to· possess 
His infini'te knowledge, neith~r can we be independent and 
self-eX:~stent, or possessors of sovereignty or worshipfuiness. 
Mart can never 'be, so eXipressly the image Of the 'Father as 
Jes~s is,'!f~r he is. :in 'a mysterious sense the on;ly begotten 
Son of GoQ. We can ~I.D[tate God, however, in many of h~s 
attributes; m-ainly those qr -a mota1 an() spiritual kind. We 
must in these qualities be "im'i:tators of God 'as dear chil­
dren," or our heave'nly'Pedigree ICannot be made out. The 
poinlt IIien~ioned ~n the text must never be matter Of ques-. 
ilion; 'for if that 'be doubtful our 'fillial relationship to .God 
is .UPlPIX>ved. We must 'be "led by the SPirit df God". That 
divine '$pirtt who is ever with the F'ather 'and the ~ must 
be evermore ~ilth us ~ that we '~ guided, instructed, im­
pe'11~, quiqkened, actuated, ~nlfluenced ibvhim, or else we 
mu~t not dare to think ourselves the sons 'Of God. . 

The idea of 'a divine !fatherhood extending over an man­
kim!. do~ not appear to have been recogn~zed bv the apostle 
'Paul, in this text, IaIt any rate. Here the !fatherhood is for 
some, not 'for all, a.nd· the, text discriminates between the 
''as m'any as are 'led bv the SpIrtt of .God'? 'and the rest ·of 
mankind who 'are un(ler no such inifluence. In men who 
are devoid df the Holv Ghost- 'there is ano.ther 'Spi,rit, and 
thlat other spirit marks .the~ out as sons Of another illather: 
".they ,are 'df their !father the' devil, for his wol'ks they do." . 
'There have been two seeds from: lthe beginning, the seed 
of the woman an(l the seed of the, seroent, 'and it is bdth 
untrue and immoral to believe that God stands in the same 
relatio!1 to the 'two op~ng' fa~lies.· No, my brethren, 
our F'ather who is in heaven 'is not to be claimed as father 
by th~ unbeliever, 'for to them Jesus 'e~ress1y says, "If'God 
were your Father, ye woutJ:d iove me." 

The te~ rumlishes .us with a very simple but sharp and 
decisive teSt, which we 'shan do well to use upon ourselves. 
It shouM be emploved to try every one Of us. rr'it had said, 
"As many.'as have been baptized are the SOns Of God," we 
might have been content to sit very easily in our places. 
I1f ljot ha:d saJid,' "As many 'as eat 'and drink' at the h01y !feMt 
of Chrislii,an .!fellowshIp a're the 'Children 'df God," we might 
have remembered how short a .time ago we were siMling­
with the saints 'aroun(l the 'Communion t3ible. If 'the doing 

. of certaJin externa1 ao1:'8, or the utterance of 'Cer~ain prayers, 
or the 'avowal df orthoidox 'PI"inciples, or 'wbstiinence from 
the grosser vices had been made ~he roy.a:I' mark and heav­
en1y sea~ o'f the 'children Of God, ';Ve m1ight have taken our 
ease 'aJfter ascertaJiriing that we 'are correct as to these 
things. J1f being un~ted with 'an earnest church, 'and beling 
members .oIf a fiai-tHful 'community, had been divinely or-: 
dained to be an unquestionable certificate of sonship with 

the Lord Most High, we might have rested perfectly saris­
£ied Without putting ourselves ~nito the crudble: but, mnce 
these things 'are not so 'arranged, I trust that none 'of us 
will be ,so unwise as to neglect ,the examination which. the 
Itext suggest,s . .to every prudent mind. Come, my brethren, 
taike nothing fur granted on so weiightya business 'as yOur 
soul's eternal interests, but search !for evidence and see to 
the matter 'as wise house-hollders would do if theiT' whole 
suibstance were 'at stake. Those who are "led by the Spirit . 
df God" are' the sons Of God; those wh:o are not :Ied by the 
Spirit df God are not his sons: therefore search and see 
what spirit is in you, that ye m~y 'know whose children 
ye 'are. 

To help you ~n this ma.tter I puvpose that we should con­
sider, !first, where 'lit is that the SpirIt of God Ie.ads men, 
that we may ~e whether he has 'ever led us there; . 
. I. WHrnHER DOES THE SPIR'IT OF GOD. LEAn 

THE SONS OF'GOD? . . 
'First ofaII, he leads them to repentance.· One of the first 

. 3ICts .pi ,the Holy~rit is to ~;ide the sons Of God to the 
mercy seat with· 'tears lin their eyes. He leads us into the 
abominable chambers df imagery concealed within our 
falllen nature, uniJiastens door :after door and S6ts open before 
.our enllightenedeyes the secret p1aces polluted with idols 
and· loathsome images porbmyed upon Ithe waat He ,poiints 
out, with his hana of light the idol gods, the' ,images of 
je'alousy, the' unclean and ,a:bomiina'ble things within our 
nature, and thus he 'asttmishes us ~nto humility. We could 
not liave ibeIieved Ithatsuch evil things haunted Our souls, 
but his diSCoveries undecelive us and :correct our hoastlftil 
estimates of ourse:lves~ Then, with that same !finger; he 
points to our past life and 'shows us the blots,' the errors, 
the WllfuJ sins, Ithe lrins' Of ignorance, ~he l;IIg'gl"3-vated trans­
gresSions, the dffences 'against 'l:ight 'and kno~ledge, which 
have marred our career from our youth up: li!ld whereas, 
p~viously, we looked upon .the 'Page of our Ii'fe, and thought 
it f~r, when tJ:te Spirit has le'd us into light we see how 
bId our history has been, and, !being 'fi.Hed With shame 
ail~SIOrrow, we cry .out for 'the ear of God, that we may 
there 'Confess our sins, and acknowledge that if he· should 
sm;ite us into hell it wou:Id Ibe no nrore than we deserve. 
Dear friend, did the Holy Spi~it ever lead you to the stoo'l 
df repentance? Did he ever cause you to see how basely 
you 'have 'Ilrealteid your God, and how shamefully you have. 
neglected your Saviour? Did he ever make you bemoan 
yourself for your iniqu1tiies? There is no way to h~ven but 
by Weeping-'cross. iRe who never 'felt .the 'burden Of his sin 
will yet be cru'Shed beneath its enormous weight when, like 
~e tottering cliff, iin judgment's d~'adful hour, it will 
fa:I.I upon h'im 'and grind him Ito powder. No man ever goes 
to the chamber of true repentance til:1 ,the Holy Spirit lea4s 
Him there, but every ~hi:ld of 'God 'knows what it ,is to look 
on him .whom he has :pierced, 'and mourn 'for his sin. Holy 
sorrow !for sin is asindispensa'ble, as faJith in the atoning 
blood, 'and the same Spin' who gives u's peace through the 

{ 
\ 
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great 'sam'ifice al~ ~orks in us a hearty grief \for having 
grieved the Lord. If you have from your youth up never 
felt any speclial mourning for sin, then may God begin the 
gracious work in ,your he'art, forsaivatiion is certainly not 
w~ughi:, in you. , You must have repentance, for repentaQce 
is 'a!'I?soluitely necessary to the divline li'fe. "Except ye repent 

, y,e shalI ,all Jilkewise pen\h." The prodigal must 'Cry, "Father, 
'I have sinned;" the pub'lican must smite on his br.e'~t and 
pray, ·'God be merci'fui to me a sinner." As ,wC:11 destroy 
one of the valve'S oIf the heart and yet hope If:'o J.li.ve as take 
3JW'ay repentan'Ce, whith is the inseparalble Hfe..:companion 
(Jf !faJili:h. A d~-eyed 'faith ijs no 'faith 'at ,all. When a man 
haS his ,face towards J C'Sus his ba'Ck is necessarily turned 
on his sins: As wel~ loo'k for spring lin the garden without 
the snowdrop as 'look for grace in the heart without peni-
tence. That faith which is not accompaniied Iby repentance 
is a spurious faiith, and ndt the ifaith of God's elect; for 
no man ever trusts Christ til'l he feels he needs a Saviour, 
and he 'Cannot have 'feit, that he needs' 'a Saviour unless he 
has heen wearied with the burden of his sin. The Holy 
Ghost ieads men Erst to repentan'Ce. ' 

He leads them a,'t the same time, whale ,they think little of 
themselves, to think much of Jesus. Were you ever led to 
the cross, beloved? Oid you ever stand there,.,and feel the 
burden faill from off your shou:lders, 'and roll away into 
th~, Redeemer's sepulchre? When Dr. Neale, the eminent 
Ri1:u'aJist, ·took John Bunyan's "Pilgrim's Progress", and 
Romanized it, he represented the pllgrim as coming to 
a ceI1tai.n 'Qath, into which he was p1unged and washed, and. ' 
then his burden was washed away. H~ explains this' to be 
the bath df baJPth'Sm, though I have never yet seen in ,any 
R~tualistic church a ba,ptistry large enough to wash a pil- , 
grim !in. However, a'Ctording Ito this doctored edition of the 
allegory, Christian was ~she'd in the laver Of baptism,and 
'all his sins were thus removed. That is the High Church 
mode of getting rid of sin: John Bunyan's way, and th6 
true way, is to lose it at the croSs. Now, mark what hap­
pened. According to Dr. Neale's '!PilgfHll'S P,l'OgTCss," ,that 
burden grew 'again on ,the pillgrim's back; 'and I do not 
wonder th'at ~t did, for a hurden which !ba,ptism can remove 
is sure to come again: but the burden which is lost at the' 
cross never 'appe'ars again !for ever. ,There is no effectU'al 
cleansing for slin except by faith in Ithat matchless atone­
ment dffere'd once 'for al'l on Calvary's bloody 'tree, and as 
many 'as 'are led Illy the Spirit df God are the sons of God. 
The Spirit df God never -led a man to. thin'k little df Christ, 
and much Of priests. The Spirit o'f God never led a man 
to Ithlink little 'Of the atoning blood 'and Of simple faith in 
it, and much ,of outward IfoIms -and ceremonies. The Spirit 
Of God. sinks the man and 4ilf.ts up the Saviour, ~owers flesh 
'and !blood into the grave; 'and gives to man new life in 
the nSen Lord, who also hath 'ascended up on high. "He 
shaH glorify me," said Christ df the Com'forter; and that 
indeed is the Coniiforter's oUke.' 
, Now, my dear friends, has the Spitlit ever made the Lord 

Jesus glorious in ,your eyes,? Brethren and sisters, this ,is the 
one 'point above all others. 'If the' Holy Ghost has never 
maldeChrist precious to you, you 'knOW nothing 'about him. 
If he has not lifted Jesus up and sunk your own coq1fidences, 
,~f he has not made you feel that Ch~ist is all you want, and 
'th;at 'more Ithan all in him you find, then he has never 
wrought 'a divine 'change in your heart. Repentance and 
faiith must stand gazing upon, the bleeding S'aviour, or else 
hope ,1Wl"!J:I never join them 'and !bring ,peace 'as his C'om­
pani(;m. 

When the 'Spirit has glorified Jesus he ieads us to 'know 

other truths. The Holy Ghost leads the sons of God irito 
'al1 truth. Others go astray ·after this falsehood or that, but, 
the sheep of God will not hear the voice Of strange leaders, 
:their ears are dosed to their flatteries: '''a stranger will they 
nQt follow, for they knQw not' the voIice of strangers." 
Beloved, no !lie i1s df the ·truth, and' no man who receives 
a 'lie has been 1ed by the 'Spirit df God into it, let him say 
wh1at he may. On the other hand, truth 'is like a closed 
chainber to the unregenerate man; he may read .the ta,ble 
df con~ents of the preciQUS storehQuse, but into that seoret 
room he cannot enter: there' ,is one that 'h'ath the key 'Of 
David, whq Openeth and no man shultteth; 'and the key 
with whlich' he openeth is the power of the Holy Gost. 
When he opens up a 'doctrine to a man, the m'an leams 
-it 'arlight,, but he never can 'knOw it else. You may go to 
college, and sit 'at :the feet Of the most learned Gamaliel 
of the day, !but you 'can never Iknow the truth in the heart 
unl~ the HQiy Ghost shall ,teach you. We never know a 
,truth in the power of it ItiH it is burned ~nto our sou1, as 
with a hot iron, by an experience o'f its power, or engraven 
'as upon brass by the mystic revc:l'ation of the 'Spirit. Orrly 
the Spirit Of God can ~nterweave the truth with the heart, 
'and ma!ke it part and parcel of ourselves, so that it is in 
us and we' are in it, Have you thus been led into the 
tmth? If 'so, give God the glory, 'fQr Ithus the 'Spirit of God 

, certifies your 'a:doption. 
The chiJd.ren of God 'are led not only !into knowledge, but 

into love. They are brought to feel the warmth of love as 
wel~ 'as to see the light of Itruth. The :Spiri-t Of God causes 
every true..lborn son of God to 'burn with iove to the rest 
of the ifami·ly. He who. ~s a stranger to Christian love is a 
stranger to 'diViine grace. 'Brethren, we have our dispu1tes, 
for we dlwe'l:l where it must needs be that o'f.fences come; 
but we would be slow to take oItlfence and slower still -to 
give it, for we are 'One in Christ Jesus, ,and our heart's are 
knit :together by his 'Spin,t. I t~e it that no hQnest man 
ought to hold his tongue con'Cerning any df the errors 'of 
the day, it is a mean way of 'Cultivating ease for yourself, 
and ga.in~ng a 'popularity n'Ot worth the having; we must 
speak ·the ·trulth whether we aMend or "please, but this is to 
be done in love and because df love. God save us from that 
suggestion 'df Sa·tan which advises us to speak on~y those ' 
sOft things whlich please men's ears, \for he who gives way 
,to this persuaSion is a traitor to trultb 'and to the sou1s of 
men. The true man df God must spea!k agadnst every evil 
and 'false way; but there beats in his heart 'a strong affec­
tion to every ch~ld of Gad, whaJtever his errors and his 
fau'lts may 'be. The 'knife df the surgeon is merdfully cruel 
to the cancer, not out of i:ll wiH to. his patient, but out of 
an, honest deSire to bene'f.it him; such 'a!f1fedtionate faiithful­
ness we have need to cuhiV'a'te. iLove to the saints iis the 
token of the saints, There is an inner church of God's own 
elect, within every Qne o'f the Christian denomiinations, and 
this 'church is made up of men spiritually enllightened, who 
know the marrow and mystery of the gospel, 'and when­
ever ,they meet, however diversilfied may .be their views, 
they recognize one 'another by a sor.t of sacred ifreemasonry, 
the one Spirilt which quickens ,them 'all a:Jioke 'leaps within 
them as it 'recognizes the one ljlfe lin the bosoms of 'others. 
Despite their mental divergences, eeclesiastiicai 'assodiatrons, 
and doctrina!l dilfferences, spiritual men no sooner hear the 
pasllWord, 'and C'a-tch the mystic sign, than they cry, '(Give 
me thy hand, my brother, \for my heart is even 'as thy hear,t. 
The 'Spirit of God has led me 'and he has ~ed thee, and ~n 
our way we tread step by step together; therefore let u's 
have fellowship wilth each other." The outsiders o'f the 
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camp, the mlixed muhitude that -Come up out of 'Egypt with 
ou~ 'Israel, ifall hoth into fighting and !lusting; but the 
children. df the living God, ,who make 'the centrai b6dy­
guard of the 'ark df the Lord, are 'One in heart with each 
other, and must be so. "We know that we have passed 
from death 'l,lnto ;li!fe, because we 10ve the brethren." 

The 'Holy 'Spi~it leads us ~nto .intense love for the souls 
of sinners. I!f any man shaill say, '~IIj; is no business 'O'f mine 
whether men 'are lost or s'aved," the Spirit o'f GOd never 
led h!im into 'Such inhumanity. 'Bowels of iron. have never 
feh the touch df the Spirit" df Love. . IT ever 'a preacher's 
spirit and ltea'Ching ilegit1mately lead you to th~ conclusion 
that you may vliew the damnation of your fellow men with 
comp'lacenty or indiflference,' you may be sure that the . 
Spirit o'f God never led him or you in thaot direction. The 
devi:l has more to do wlth some men's pitaess !theology than 
they imagine. Chtiist's eyes !wept over the sil1ner's d'O'OIIl, 
may the Lord save us 'from thinking of it in any other 
spirit. He who does not love hi'S fellow man who~ he has 
seen, how can he love God whom he has n'Ot seen? D'Oes 
God look with comp1acency upon :the ruin of our race? 
Did he ndt love men so weB that he gave his only beg'Otten 
Son Ifor them? And wilil he have his 'Own children (:01d, 
stoi'Ca:l, and !incl!ii11ferent to the 'l'Oss of human souls? Beloved, 
if we dwell with Cain and 'cry, "AlIll I my brother's keep­
er?" the Spirit of God never led us theJe; he leads us info 
tenderness, sympathy, compassion,. and tearfu;l effort, if by 
tmy means we may save some. 

Further, the Spirit 01£ God 1eads :the sons o'f God mto 
holiness. I shall not attempt to de!fine what holiness is. 
That is 'best seen in the Iives o'f hoIy men. Can it be seen 
rin your lives? Beloved, if you are 'dE a fierce, unforgiving. 
spirit, the Holy Ghost never le'd you there: ilf you aTe proud 
and hectoring, :the Holy Ghost never led you there; ;if you 
are covetous, and lustful after wOJildly gain, the Holy Ghost 
never ,led you there; if you are 'false in your statements, and 
unjust in your actions the Holy qhost never led you. there. 
]1f I hear of a prolfessor 01£ religion lin the bali-room or the 
theatre I 'know that the Holv Ghost never !led him there; 
i!f I firid a child df God mij~ing with the ungod~y, using 
their speech, 'and doing their a:crlions, I aJffi persuaded the. 
Holy Ghost never 'led him there. Bult if I s~e a man living 
as Christ 'Would have lived, :Iovingand' tender, fearless, 
'brave, honest, 'in a:t:l things mindling to keep -a good con­
science before God 'and men, I hope that the spirit 'Of God 
has 'led him; 'i!f I see that man devout ~efore his God, and 
ful~ 'Of 'integrity before his ifeilow men, 'then I hope 'and 
believe that the 'Spirit of God is his leader and influences 
his chara'cter. "The fruit of the Spirit is -love, joy, pea'Ce, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 1Jleeikness, tem­
pl:!ran'Ce: 'against su'ch there is no l'aow. And they 'that are 
Christ's have crucified the 'flesh w"j;th theatffections and 
lusts." I do not owlish to spea'k sharp;ly, but I feel that. I 
must speak pla:in1y, a~d I fee'l bound to say 'tha,t there ·is 
'far too mHch hypocrisy among prdf~ing Christian people. 
M·any wear the name of Christian,and have nothing else 
tha.t is Christian about· them. It is sor·rowfu'l that it shou'ld 
be so, 'hult so oit i's; false pro'fessors have lowered the stand­
'a.rd of Christi'an chara'cter, and made the chur'ch so iike 
the world that it ~s hard to say where 'On~, begins. and the 
other ends. We exerCise 'church discipliner as best we can .• 
but for :all that there is a seed df mlischief which does not 
deve'lop inll'O open and overt sin, which we 'Cannot remove 
by diS'cipline, for we are !forBidden to root up ,the tares lest 
we root up the wheat with them. IMen 'and brethren, we 
must be holy! It is of no use our talk:ingabol,lt being ortho-

dox lin Ibe'lie'f: we muSt be orthodox in life, and, if we are 
n'Ot, the sounde's~ creed wiH only increase ~lH' damnation. 
I hear men 'hoast that they are N'Onoonlform!ists to the badk­
!bone, as if that' were the essentia!l ma1!ter: 'better far be 
Christ1>anS to the heart. 'What is the use of ecclesiastical 
Non-con'formity il£ the heart is stili conformed 'to the ~orid? 
Another man wal gl'Ory that he is a Confonnist, but what 
is the good Of that un1ess he is 'COnformed to the ,image of 
Christ? Holiness is !the malin 'consideration, and if we are 
not led into lit by the 'Spirit df llioHneS'S neither are we the 
sons df God. . 

Furthermore, the Holy Ghost ~eads those who are the 
'chi'ldien of God into vital godliness - the myStic essen'Ce 
of spiritual life .. For instance, the iHoly Ghost leads the 
sain,ts to prayer, which is the vital breath of their so:uls. 
·Whenever they get ''true access to the mercy-seat it is by' his 
power. The Holy Spiriflea:ds them to search the word, and 
opens their understandings to ,receive it; he leads them into 
meditation, 'and the che~ing Of the 'Cud o'f 'truth; he leads 
them int'O Ifcllowship w'~th him'Self an'cl with the' Son Of God. 
He llifts them right away from wotld:ly cares into heavenly 
contemplations; he:leads them 'away Ito the heavenlypla'Ces, 
where -Ghrist sitteth at the right hand of. God, 'and. where 
his' saints reign wirth him. 'Be'loved, have you ever felrt these 
!}ead~ngs ? I aJffi talking 'Of them, bult do you understand 
them? Are these things matters of constant experience with 
yOll.? It is easy to 'S'ay, "Yes, I know what you mean." Have 
you 'felt them? Are these every-day ithlngs with you? for, 
as tl'\e Lord liveth, if you have not been. led into prayer, 
'and lin-to commi.m;ion with God, the Spirit df God is not in 
you, and you are none df his. . 

The Spirit of God, moreover, leads the sons df God into 
usefulness, some ,in one path, and some in 'anOther, while 
a few are conducted into very eminent service, 'and mto 
se'lrf-'Conse'Cration df the highest order. We bleS'S God for 
missionaries who have been ~ed of the Spirit Of God among 
thewi'ldest tribes to pre'a'eh Jesus. ChIUst. We th!lnk God 
Ifor the holy women, who, at home, have been led into the 
darkest part df this City to 'I'abour amongst the most fa:llen 
and depraved, to lift up Christ beifore them that he might 
'Hft Ithem up tp h!imselif. Blessed 'are those men and women 
who are led by the Spirit Of Goc;l! into labours more 
~~bundant, for the more abundant shaH be their joy. Me­
thinks I ought to remind you all that if you are -doing 
nothing ·for. Jesus ,the -Spit1it of God has never ~ed you inlto 
this id'leness. If you eat the fat and drink the sweet in the 
house.o'f God, but never do a· hand's turn !for the house­
hold, the Spirit df God cannot have taught you this a'bom­
'inru'ble . sloth. There jig a something !for every one of us 
to do, a talent committed to the charge: of every believer, 
'and if we have the Spirit of God dWe'lling in us he will 
tel'l us what Ithe Lord his appdi.n~ed us to perform, he will 
strengthen us for the doing df it, and set his seal and bless­
ing upon iiot when it is done. Those dead branches o'f the 
\;.jne 'Whioch yield no clusters for the Lord, dither by patjence 
in suffering or activity in working, h'ave no evidence Ithat 
they are '01£ the hou'sehold df ifaith. Those who take' no 
part 'in 'labours 'for Jesus ~.an hardily hope ,that they mIl 
ultimately be partak~rs in his glory with him. .' 

Thus ·have 'I, in a plain manner, w!ithoutdiiving !too deep 
into the matter, given you an answer to 'the question, 
"Whither does the Spirit of God lea:dthe sons Of .God?" 

II. I shall now answer 'another questiOn with St~H. greater 
brevity - HOW nOE'S THE SPIRIT 'LEAD THE S9NS 
OF GOD? 
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The reply would be thls: the Spirit of God operates upon 
our spirits mysteriously. We cannot explain his mode of 
QPeratiion, eXcept ,that we shaH probaJbly be right if we con­
chide Ithat he operates UipOn OUi" spirits somewhat in the 
same way which our spirils operate upon other men's spirits, 
only after 'a ndbier sort. Now, how do I influence ,the spirit 
df my friend? I do ~t usually by 1mparting.to him something 
'Whi~ 'I know, which I hope wil1 have power over his mind 
'by sugge'sting motives to him, and so intf.luencing hisa:cts. 
I ~not operate upon my neJighbour's mind mechaniicaHy; 
no tool 'Call -touch the heart, no h'and 'can sblape .the mind. 
We 'act upon matter thy machinery, but UIpOn mind by ·argu­
ment, iby reason, 'by 'instruct'i.on, and so we endeavour to 
ifash[on men as we desire. One great inst7:ument' which the 
Holy Ghost uses upon the mind is the word of God. The 
word, as we have it printed in the Bible, is the great instru­
ment in the hand of the S¢rit !for. leadiing the children 
of God in the right way. If you .want to know what you 
ought to dlO, say as the old Scotchman used to say to his 
Wife, '''Reach down yon mble." That is It~e map of the way, 
the heavenly pilgrim's knapsack guide; and if you are [ed 
by .the word oIf God the Spirit 'df God is with the word, and 
works through it, 'and yooare 'led by the Spirit of God, 
Quote 'chapter and verse for 'an 'acti'On, and, unless you have 
wrested the passage, you may rest assured you have acted 
rightly. Be sure tllat such and such a tbiing is a command 
of GOd written in the book, 'inspired by the Holy Gh'O'st; 
and you do not 'need a V'Olce 'df thunder from heaven or 
an ·angelic whisper, you have a more sure word of proph­
ecy, unto which you wlili do well Tf you take heed as unto 
a'lighlt that shinethin a dark place. 

The Spirit of God also speaks through his ministers. The 
word preached is 'often blest, 'as well as the word written, 
but this 'can 'On~y, be the case 'When the word preached is 
in conformity with the word wtlitlten. At t~mes God's min­
;isters seem to give the written word its own voice, so that 
it sounds forth as if just spdken by the seer who 'Origin'allly 
received iIt. As they sp~k it drops into the eaT Iike honey 
from the comib, it ~e"3lps forth like water from the well-head; 
'and at such times goes ~nto the hea,rt fresh and warm, with 
even a greater' energy than when we read it aionein our 
chamber. How 'dften do we feel when we read 'a truth in 
albook (even though that book ~s GOd's word) our sluggish 
'Con~t>ion prevents irs having such power over us 'as it has 
when a man of God who has experienced it, 'and tasted it, 
and hand[ed it, speaks of it as the o~pouring of his own 
soul. May God grant that the ministry wMch you usually 
'atten'd miay be -to you the voice of God. May it be guid­
ance to your feet, com!fort Ito your heart, invig6mtion to 
YOUT faith, and rcJfreshment to your soul, and whi1e you are 
sitting [n the house, of prayer may you feel, ''That word 
is for me: I came here not knowing what to do, but I have 
,received directi'On; I was faint 'and weary, bult I have 
obtained 'Consolatlion and strength, The voice 'df .the paStor 
has been 'as the orade of God to my soul, and now I go 
my way 'COmfOrted 'as Hannah did when the Lord's serVant 
had spoken pe'aiCe to her soull." 

Upon ·ap.other point I woul'd speak Wl"1th great caution, 
and would have you think of it with m'Ore 'caution still, . 
for lit ~s a matter wh'ich has been sadiy 'aJbused 'and turned 
to 'fanati'Cai purposes. The :Spirit dfGod doe's, 'I believe, 
directly, even apart from the word, speak in the hearts o.f 
·the saints. There' are . !inward monitions which are to be 
devout!ly obeyed, gu[d'ances mysterious and secret, which 

. must be implicitly fol1owed. It is ~'9t 'a subject f'Or common 
Italk, but is meant ifor the ear df the intell!igent be~iever 

who w~tl not misunderstand us. There win come to you 
'sometimes, you know not why,certain inward che'Cks, such 
'as Paul received when he essayed to go into MySia, ibut ,the 
Spiriit suffered. him not. There is a certain act which you 
might do or might nolt do, but an Hnpulse 'COmeS upon you 
whli'Ch seems to say, "Not that, or not now." Do not violate 
that inward ·restraint. 'IQuench not the Spirit." Ait 'another 
,time ·a prQPer thing, a fit thing, wit! have been iforgotten 
by you for a tiime, but it comes upon you strongly that it 
is to be done at once, and for some reason you cannot 
*ake off the impressi'On. Do no vioience to that 'impulse, 
It is not to every man that !the Holy Ghost speaks in such 

. a way; but he has his favoured ones; 'and these must jeal­
'Ously guard the privilege, fur perhaps if they are deaf 
when he speaks he may never sp~~k to them any more in 
that way. I!f we render reverent dbedience Ito cIivline moni­
clons they wHl ibec'Ome far m'Ore common with us. ''"Why,'' 
says one, "you run into Qua'kerism." I cannot help that. 
If this is Quakerism I am so far a Qu'aker: names d'O n'Ot 
concern me one way or another, y~ each one 'know 
whether your personail experience gi~s ~nifhmation to 
what I have advanct:d or otherwise, anq there let the ques­
tion end; for, mark you, I advance this w[th caution, and 
do not set up such moni1!ions as indispensable signs of a' 
son of God. There is 'a story !told ("and IIiany such ll'OlIle 
o'f us could tel'! aimost as striking) o'fa 'certain ifriend wh'O 
one night was :influenced to take' his horse f~ ;the stable, 
and ride some six or seven miles to a certain house where 
live'd 'a person whom he had never seen. He a:rnved at 
dead of night; 'knocked at the door, and was answered by 
the master of the house, who seemed to be in great con­
fusion of mind, The midn:ight visitqr said, "Friend, I have 
been sent to thee, I know not why, but surely the Lord 
has some reason for having sent me to !thee. Is there any­
thing peculiar albout thy circumstances?" The man, struck 
with amazement, asked him to come upstairs, 'and there 
showed him a halter tied to a beam. He was put1!ing the 
rope about his neck to (:ommit suidde; when a knddk 
sounded at the door, he resolved that he W'Ould go down 
and answer the caB, and then return ·and de~y himself; 
but the friend whom God had sent tallked to him, brought 
Ilim to 'a co'Oler mind, and helped him in the pecuniary 
diflficulty which embarrassed h'im, 'and the man lived ,to be 
an honourable Christian man, I solemnly declare ,that 
monitions equaUy powerful have guided me, and their re­
sults have been remarkable to me 'at any rate. F'Or the most 
part ·these 'are secrets between God and my own soul, 
neither 'am I eager to break 'the sea:l and te1l them to others. . 
There a're too many swine about for us to 'be very. lavish 
with our pearls, IT we were obedient to such impulses, if . 
we did not save suiddes we might save sou~s, and ·might· 
often be 1n the hands oif God as,ange'ls. sent from heaven: 
but we 'are like Ithe horse .and the mule, which have no 
understand1ing, whose mouth must be held in with bit and 
bridle; we are not tender enough to be sensitive to the 
divine influence when it 'comes, and so the L'Ord does not 
please Ito speak to .many df us in this way so frequently as 
we 'could 'deSire. Still, h is true thitt "as many as 'are led 
by the Spirit of 'God," however he may lead them, "they 
a re the sons of God." 

'Let me here remark that being "led by the Spirit of God" 
is a remarkable expression, I:t d'Oes not say, "As many as 
are d~iven 'by the Spirit 'df God." No, the devil is a driver, 
and when he enters either into men or into hogs he drives 
them ifudously. Remember hoW the whole herd ran vlO­
'lent1y down a steep pI-ace into the sea. Whenever you. see 
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a 'man ifanati'cal and' wild, whatever spirit is in Him it 
is not the Spirit 'df Christ. The Spirit of Christ is forcible, 
i-twol'keth m1ghtily, but ~t is a quiet 'Spirit; ilt is not an 
eagle, ibut 'a dove. 'He comes as 'a rushing wind,and fills 
the house where the disciples are Sitting, 'but at the same 
time he 'Comes nolt ·as a whirlwind from the wi1derness to 
smite the four corners of· the hahita'tion, or it would he­
rome 'a ru:in. He 'Comes as 'a if.lame of fire sitting upon each 
oif the favoured ones, but iit 'iii not 'a fl'ame 'o'f fire that burns 
the house 'and deSl:,roys Jerusalem. 'No, the Spirit of God 
is gentle; he does not drive, but ,lead. "As ~y as are 
led'iby the 'Spirit of God, they 'are the sons of God." The 
Spirit treats uS honourably in thus wori<.ing; he does not 
deal with us 'as with dumb, driven ca1Jtle, or souHess waves 
Of the .sea; he treats us 'as inteHigent beings, made for 
thought and reflection. He qeads us ·as a man gu1deth his 
child, or as one 1eadeth hIS 'fellow, and weare honoured 
by subject'in'g our minds 'and wi:Hs to so divine a Spirit. 
Never i~ 'the wiII truly !free until the !Holy Ghost sweetly 
suh'dues it to wiUing dbedience .. 

ThU's the 'Spirit o'f 'God works, though we cannot explain 
the method, for that is 'a thing to'<> wonderful :for us, and 
sooner may we ,know the path df .an eagle 1n the air, or 
the way of a serpenlt UipOn a rO'Ck. As we cannot wa1.!k in 
search of the springs df the sea, so is this also hidden from 
aJI1:ivi.ng. We have said somewhat upon the subject, and, 
as .far as we 'can, have answered the question,. ''How does. 
theSpil'it of God lead the d]lildren o'f God?" but we are of 
y~terday, and know nothing, and, the~fore,con!fessing 
our ignorance, we pass on. 

III. The last question is, WHEN DOES THE SPIRIT 
LEAl{) THE SONS OF GOD? Ah, 'brethren, that ques­
tion needs an~ious answering. 

The Spi-vit of God would always 'lead. the sons of God, 
but, 'alas, there are ·tlimes when even chi~dren of God will 
not be led. They are wi:llful and headstrong, and stal't aside. 
The he'althy 'condition Of 'a 'chNd of Gdd ,is to be alw'ays led 
:by the Spirit of God. Mark this - led by th¢ Spirit every 
day.; not on Sundays only, nor a:lone ·at periods set '!ipart 
for prayer, but during every m'inute o'f every hour of every 
day. We ought to be led !by the Spirit in 1!ittle things as 
we'll as in /!feat matters, ifor, obserVe, !jIf we were 'led by 'the 
-Spirit 'aU our Jives iIi 'aliI other matters, yet, ·if only one 
'a:ct'ion a:part from the Spirit were suffered to run to its fu1I 
r~suq.ts, tt 'W'Ould ruin us. The mercy 'is that the Lord re~ 
storeth our souls; but there is never a single hour when a 
Christ/ian oan 'a!fford to wander 'from the way o'f the S'Pirit. 
If you have a guide along 'an 'intrrcate pathway, and you 
aJ:low him to 'conduct you 'for halif 'an h'Our, and then say, 
"Now, I shall dire'Ct mvse1f for the next Ifoive minutes," in 
that sh()rf space you wiN lose the !benefit of havi'ng a .guide 
ataH. It 'is de'ar tha~a pilot who on1y occasionally directs 
~he ship is very 'little better 'than none. J!f you are traversing 
an ,unknown and ditffirc:ult .'Pathway it would render 'aU 
directions useless if you were to Slay, "They told me to 
turn to the .right 'alt this 'COrner, but I mean to try the 
left." That one turning willI affect the whole of your after 
journey. I'f 'We err, -and are reaUv sons 01{ God, 011r divil!e 
:le'ader wiH make us retrace our steps with bitter tears, and 
fecI whalt -an 'evil an(J bitter th!ing it is to have chosen our 
own delusions. Ilf 'We use our dlivine 'leader wisely we lIhaU 
aJ.ways follow him. Child df God, the Svirit must lead you 
in .everything. "Well, 'but," say you, «will he?" Ah, "WHI 
'he?" Yes, to your astonishment. "Yhen you 'are in di:f1fi­
cu!lties, consult the Holy Spirlit in the Word. Hear what 

GOd speaks in the inspired volume~an!ci 'if no light comes 
from thence kneel down and pray. When you see a s-ign­
post :in a country road,and it tells you which way to go, 
you are glad to ifollow its 'direcnons; !but 'if in your per­
plexities you see no sign-post, what are you to do? Pray. 
Cast yourself uipon :the divline guidance, and you shal1 make 
no mistake; :for even if you haJppen to pli.ck the roughest 
road it will be the right one !if you have selected it with 
holy caution, and in the 'fear o'f God. !Beloved, the Lord 
will never let. a vessel be dashed upon the roc'ks whose 
tiller has been given into his hands. Give up the helm to 
God, 'and your barque· wi'll thread the narrow windoing 
channel df. Hfe, avoid every sandtjank 'and sunken rock, and 
arrive safeLy at the fair havens oif eternal hliss. . 

The question - when are ,the sons of God led by the 
Sp~nit? is to be 'answered thus, - when they are as they 
shouad be, they 'are 'adways· distincrly led by 'Him; and 
though, owing to sin in them, they are not aiways obedijent 
to the same degree, yet the power which usua:lly influences 
their 'lives is the Spirilt. Of God. 

Now. I close, using the text thus. First as a test. Am 1 
a chi1d 'of ·God? If so, I am 'led ,by the 'Spirit. Am "I led 'by 
the ISpirit? I 'am afraid some df you never think of that 
matter. iBy whom are you led? Hundreds of religious people 
are 'led hy their minister or by a IChn"Snan !friend, and so 
{lar s6 good for them;, but their ·reIigion owiH be a failure 
unless they 'are led by the Spirilt. Let me put the question 
ag3!in that you njay not shirk it, - Are you led by -the 
SlJirit? If you are, you are ,-a x:h!i'ld ()f God, and i'f not, you 
are none of His. 

That gives me 'a second use of the text," n'amely, the use 
of consolation. J!f you are 'a child of God you w.ill be led by 
the Spirilt. Now, 'are you in d()ubt to-night? Are you em­
barrassed? Are you 1n diff.iculties? Then the sons of God 
are led by the Spirit, 'and you wil:l be ~ed. Perhaps you are 
~oo'kiing'a oJong way ahead, 'and you 'are alfniid of d~fficulties 
in your old age; or at· the death 'df a ·relanve. Now, God 
has not given us eyes to pry "into the fl!ture, and :what is 
Ithe use of our 'Peering where we 'cannot see? Leave i.t all 
to your heaven1y F'ather; and you wial be unerringly led 
by the Holy Ghost.· When you come to the place where 
you thought tliere would be a diif1ficuol:ty, very Ilikely -there 
will be none. "Who shaH ·roll away the stone 'from the door 
df the sepulchre?" said the holy women, bUll: when .they 
came to the sepulchre, 10, the stone was 'foiled away 
already. Go on as a 'child df 'God, walking by faith, with 
the 'fulll 'assurance that the path of falith, ilf not -an easy one, 
wioIl always be a' salfe one; 'and alq wiU be well, and you 
'WiJ:! be le~ lin a right way Ito a 'City'of haJbitations .. 

The las~ word df all is, the text is an assurance. I'f you 
are "Ied by the 'Spirit o'f God then you are most 'certainly a: 
sort df God. Can you say to-riight, "I do yield myself up 
to the Lord's will. I am not perfect, I wish I were; I am 
burdened will:h 'a thousand inlfirnn.!ities, but yet if the Lord 
win tea'ch me I 'am w.ining to learn, if he wliH have patience 
with me I wi1,1 strive to 'follow him. Oh, what woul'd I 
give to be perfectly holy! I 'long to be 'Pure' 'With~n. I wish 
above aN things else lin. this world that I may never grieve 
my God,' 'but wal'k with him in the light 'as he is in the 
light,. and have feI\owship with h~m, while the blood of 
Jesus Christ his 'Son cleanses me from sin"? My brother, be 
well assured that none ever :Ionged l~ke that but a chiId of 
God. Flesh and blood hath revealed this unto thee. No soul, 
except an heir' df heaven, ever ha:d su'Ch wlshings, and 
aspirings, and groanlings al11ter holiness, and such sorrowings 
over failures an'd mistakes. The text does not say, ''He who 
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runs in the Spirit is a sOn of God," but he that is led by 
the Spirit of God. Now, we may stumble whilst we are 
being ,led; 'a man may go very slowly while he is being led;. 
he may go 'on crutches wh!rle he is being'led; he may crawl 
on hlis hands and knees while he is being led: 'but none 
oif Ithese 'albsolutely prevent 'his being truly 1ed. With 'all 
your weaknesses ·and infirmities, the point ,is - Are you 
led 'by ~he Spirit of Gmi'? II you are, 'aH your infirmities 
and failures 'are !forgiven you for Christ's name's sake, 'and 
your being ,led is the mark of your being 'born from above. 
Go home and rejoice in your sonship, a,nd pray God if YOll 
have been weak to maJke you strong, if you have been lame' 
to hea[ you, and, .if you have crept along on your hands 'and 
knees, to help you to wa,!ik uprightly; but, a!f1ter all, bless hID! 
that hiS Spitlit d'Oes 'lead you .. If you ·can. only walk, ask 
him to make yeu run; and H. you can run, ask him te make 
you mount on wings as eagles. Do net be satisfied with any­
tHing shert df the highest attainments; and, at the same 
t'ime, ~f you have not reached them, do not despair. Re­
member that in mest families there 'are halbes as' weB as 
men 'and wemen: the l'ittle chHd ,in 'leng dothes oarried in 
the amlS, and laid en the breast, is just as dear te the 
parent as the sen whe in the fulness df his manhood 
marches 'by his fa:ther's side, and takes his share in the 
hattle df tife. You 'are sons of God 'il[ you are -led by the 
Spirit, however sma'!:} your stature and feeble your grace. 
The 'age, strength; or edu'calt'ien of the man are not essen­
t:ia:l to .his sonship, 'but the trueness of his birth 'j~ the. alll­
importJant matter. Set: ye te' it thalt ye are· led by the Spirit, 
'Or your parentage is not from a:bove. 

J;f yeu have been condemned by this sermen, then By 
away te Jesus, 'and penitently and tfU'srfully rest in him. 
May 'the Spirit df God 'lead you te do that. 'and you are 
then a child of G'Od. May He bless you now. Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD IN 
JARViS STREET 

THIS past week it was the jey of the Jarvis Street fami'ly 
to welcome three fermer graduates of Teronto Baptist 

Seminary. The Thursday evening ,mole Lecture was given 
by Rev. D. Macgregor, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontarie. In the exposition df Psallm 116 
we were brought into the pra'CtrcaJI every day e~per.ience 
of the psalm'ist. "I love the Lord,' ibecau,se he hath heard 
my veice and my ~upp}.joca~i'Ons." 'It was a time spent in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

Rev. B. R. Oatley-WiHis, Pastor df iBethany Baptist 
Church, Harriston, Ontatlie, -brought a stiroing werd from 
1 Oorinthians 6: 19-20 to the Adult oB~ble Class. The be­
l!iever is not his own. He has been purchased by the blood 
df the Lerd Jesus Christ and his duty is to glorify Gdd. 
We are te 'let our ~,ight se shine before men that they.may 
see our good wotks, - not to g!Iori.'!fy ourselves - but rthat 
they might glorify 'Our Father which is in heaven. 

-Sunday morning Rev. G. -B. Hicks, pastqr df the Regular 
Baptist Churches at iBrownsburg, and the Gere ~n, Quebec, 
brought the message. Mr. Hitks took 'as his Itext Luke's nar­
r:ative of the healing of 'Bl~nd !Bartimaeus. J ems living qn 
the shadow .00f the cross had con'Cern for 'One in need even 
as He had shown toward the wom'an 'Of Samaria. While on 
the 'cross men re\"i'led Him 'and spat upon !Him but in His 
ageny He ciied, "Father, forgive them', for they knew not 
what they do." Ohrist [n His dying hour gave eternal hope 
to th.~ repentant th[e'f, "Tdday th~ shalt be with me in, 
'paradise.", Here Cht.ist shows mercy Ito Blind Bartim'aeus. 

What 'an a!f1filiotien, Mind-ness! Perhaps Bartimaeus had 
'Once seen hut now missed beho1rling the beautiful. ,But 
whi'le iJ:>lind, God had gran·ted hearing. Bartimaeus heard, 
"And hearing the multitudes pass by, he asked what ,it 
meanlt. And they told him, drat Jesus of Nazareth passeth 
by." You may have doubts, do not ~et ,them prevent yeu 
from coming to Jesus .. Jesus in~ites you to teme 'and reason 
with Him. Even ~n YOl;lr skepticism 'and unbelief cry, "Jesus, 
Son 'Of David, have mercy on me." Some rebuked 'Barti­
maeus 'hut he cried -the more. There may be those who 
weuld 'keep us from corning to 'the 'Savi:our, 'but call, "for 
whesoever shall caU upen the name o'f the Lord shall be 
saved." 

Jesus has passed by. None can say, "He never passed my 
'way."'God in gr-ace has prov:ided many ways, pasters, teach­
ers, godly methers 'and 'fathers, the Bible in which we might 
Ihear thaot Jesus has pa~sed by even as He left heaven's 
glery and 'Came down to die, the Just 'for the unjust that 
He might btiing us to Ged. Missional'ies must Ia:bour te 
redu'ce unknown . 'languages to writing Ibut Gad hath spoken 
'in a language 'known te 'aB in n'ature. "The hea.vens dedlare 
the glory of God; 'and the firmamen't showeth his handy-. 
WOl'k." God hath witnessed threugh his oreation and man 
is witheut excuse. Jesus purpose-ly passed by rthat the blind 
might exercise 'faith and receive sight and salvation. 

The naltural thing for the sou'! made new is to walk 
along with Jesus. Bar-timaeus feHowed Christ and glorified 
~. How say some, I foHow Jesus, ·and do not His works? 
De we f'OI'low Christ? He that Iloveth the werld is none of 
His. "M y s~eep hear my veice 'and they foHew me." , 

Had BaJ;t~maeus missed mercy as Jesus had passed -by 
before, and lest many \ precious days or years? How many 
times has Jesus passed by and you have not called? For 
Bartimaeus ilt may have been his last oppol'tunity 'for it was 
the,l'ast time Jesus passed by Jericho. What ~f he had net 
called? '~Behold, I stand at the door and knock." Jesus is 
waiting te be gracious. Cheer up Christian, you may be 
impaired but 'Count the privHeges which are yours and see 
whalt blessings Jesus has for you. 

ls there a sinner awaiting 
-Mercy and pardon to-day? 

Wel'come the news that we bVing him: 
'Jesus is passing this way!' 

Oom!ing in l'Ove and in mercy, 
Pardon and peace to lbestow, 

Coming to save the poor sinner 
From his heart - anguish and woe. 

One of the ·gti.rls df the Sunday 'School responded to the 
invitation. 

A helpfull message entitled '''E'tern'al Hentage" from Psalm 
119: 111, "Thy ltestimenies have I taken as an heritage for 
ever: .fer they are the rejeicing 'Of my heart," was brought 
by Rev. '8. A. Tulloch and broadcast over CHWO Oa:kvil'!e, 
dia!l1250. ALmost every verse df the one hundred and nine­
teenth Psalm speaks df God's Word. He refers te Chr-ist's 
commandments, judgments, l'aw precepts, statu'tes, testi­
monies. 

The Psalmist possessed the solemn conviction that Scrip­
ture was the very W'ord of God, not the words of mortall 
man. It was Paul's .oon\"ibtion for, "A It Scripture is given 
'by inspiration of God, and is. prot:itable 'for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for.instruction in righteousness: that 
the man !,'f God may 'be per'fect, thoroughly furnished unto 
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all good works." Peter declares: ''Hoiy men 'Of God spake 
as they were moved by .the Holy Spirit." In God's Word 
the psalmist rejoiced. 

The psalmist had chosen and 'attepted God's Word as 
his inheritance. How 1s God's Word a heritage? It portrays 
the Lord Jes\lS Christ. It reveals to man his sin and its 
consequenCes Of d&th .. It unifolds Ithe truth of God's right­
eousness and holiness 'and hatred of sin. It uplifts God's 
well-beloved Son ·as the '&inner's only Saviour. Gold gave 
His· Son who came Ifrom heaven's glory to this sin cursed 
earth to be temp~d in 'al1 points 'as we are yet without sin. 
God's Word 'is a map leading man from 'the City of destruc­
·tion to the etema1 city whose \ ma!k.er and builder is God. 
Jesus is the way. John the Bapcist said, "'Behold, the lamb 
of God." Paul wrote, "There is one God' and one mediator 
between Odd and men the man 'Christ Jesus." Jesus paid 
it all, aM Ito Him lowe. . 

In this heritage we have the assurance of salvation.' God 
never intended his 'children to be tossed by every wind in 
the stmms of doubt and !fear but to be at rest in the assur-· 
ance of sins Iforgiven. There is no un'Certainty in God's 
Word, Christ has removed Sin 'from us: cast them into the 
sea of his forget!fu~ness. "There lis ,therefore now no con-
demmtion to them which are in Christ Jesus." . .' 

Where can we go in time of sorrow? Our heritage brings 
words of comfort from the God of a:11 'Comfort. Loved ones 
who have trusted the S'aviour go to be ~ith Christ which 
is far better. Jesus rom'forted the Sisters of Lazarus with 
the words, "~I 'am the resurrection and the life, he that 
believeth in me .th~ugh he were dead yet shall he lIive, and 
whosoever lliveth 'and be1.ieveth in me shall never die." 

God's Word is 'a heritage because it marks out the be­
Heyer's path. '''Thy 'Yord is a ;ramp unlto my feet 'and a 
light unto my path." The Lord would keep his 'children 
from the vanity 'Of, woI1dly ,pleasures, the deceit!fulness of 
riches, the snare of the fowller, evi~ 'Companions, the un­
eqU'al yoke, and the path oif compromise. Tragedy comes 
to many a i~fe be'Cause the lamp is left behind. . , 

The eternal heritage gives strength in the fa'Ce Of trials. 
The Word of God comes as a source of s~ngthand bless­
ing. The Word of the Lord came to JoshU'a: "I will be 
with thee." !David's closing words to Solofuon, "Be strong 
and of good 'courage, ap.d do it ... ifot the Lord .God 
wiU be with thee; he will ·ngt 'fail thee nor forsake thee, 
untN thou hast finished a!l.~ the work for the service of the 
house df the Lord." The Lord hath 'C'alled you to a task? 
God win not fail 'tiil1 you have 'finished. 

This heritage is eternal. "Thy testimonies have I taken 
as 'an inheritance for e·ver." "!Heaven 'and earth may pass 
away, but my word shall not pass away." ''Thy 'Word, OlJ, 
Lord, is forever settled in heaven." No one C311 ta:ke ,this 
herita:ge from you, it canp.ot dwindle away. 

lJastly, ." .... they are the rejoicing 'Of my heart." This 
was not a herita:ge whith the psalmlist neglected 'for his 
very sou;} reve11ecl :in it. He would not 'part With it 'at anY 
price. He had come to know the author intimately, as the 
Creator, the One who forgives.sin. 'Let us rejoice 'and take 
the Word of God as our eternal heritage. " 

In spite 'df the rain of the night before good crowds 
'gathered in the park at the two Open-Air services. Brother 
Hicks enjoyed'lthe ~iberty of ,the Spirit as he spoke on the 
text "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth." One broken heart arne foxward seekling prayer for 
deliverance from the bondage of $in. 

W.P.B. 

. DO BEE CAREFULI 

By Grace V. Watkins 

This is the story oif Jim ~d me, and a ·honeybee. 'But 
mostly it is Aunt Mamie's story. 

One afternoon 'as Jim and I were driving arlong a 'COuntry 
road, a bee zoomed into the car, setVled on the steering 
whee1 'a couple of ~nches Ifrom Jhn"s ha:n!d, 'and buzzed 
threateningly. What (l[d Jim do? In seconds he was fight­
ing with the bee, dete'I'mineO either to exterminate. it or 
shoo it out o'f the dar. . 

As a result, the car careened a'eross the road, ¢unged 
over the bank, 'a:nd landed upSide down in the ditch. By 
the !kindness ofProviden'Ce, Jim a:n'd I escaped without 
peI'lIl~ent injury. He came out·O£ !it wlith a broken arm, 
and I had nothing. mbre than scratches and bruises. The 
car was a wre'Ck!, 

WhUe I was having my medi'Cal examinatlion, I thought 
Cjf Aunt Mamie ·a:nd her entc'dunter with a bee. Aunt Mamie 

. was not lbrilliant or' beautifu'l. Ndb'ody outside of Plum 
Creek ever heard of her deeCls. But Aunt 'Mamie had the 
wisdO'In oif the heart, and a certain 'C3!m Of sIou1 built up 
from tfimes with the Good 'Book,. and 'COmmunion with her 
Maker. And Aunt Mamie knew bees. . 

I TeID.embered an afternoon lin mychildhOOld when Aunt 
Mamie 'and I were driving !along in her ~ld 'Car that was 
as unstylish 'and weather-bea,ten 'as Aunt ,Mamie. And I 
remembered !the bee that buzzed into the 'Car and settled 
on the steering wheel. . 

"Quick, Aunt 'Mamie," I h'ad said .. ,'Do something!" 
"Nonsense!" she had ·anSwered. "Just 1et" the bee be." 

Then she ca!lmly pulled the old ~ar to a stop at ·the side 
of the road and began pointing out ·to me 'the little crea­
ture's brown-and..:amber coat, his fuzzy legs, His beautifuHy 
fOI'lIled body, We [istened to his 'Sdft!ly modulated buzzing 
-wondedul to a child of. ten. And Aunt Mamie told me 
aJboult !the intelligenc~ of bees, their ctimm.unity life, their' 
honey making 'and other things I '1Wi never heard More. 
Presenitly ·the !bee c~'Wled out the Window df the car, and 
went his way. . 

Alfterward, when I 'Was older, I 'as'ked Aunt 'Ma'mie her 
secret, how she was 'allways able to meet life admly. I will 
never forget her answer. 

'''It's my pause, pdise,. power ifommla,'" she 'toM me, 
smiiling !the SriI.:ae of accumulated wisdom. "You know what 
a llittle brook does when it meets a big boui"der? It doesn't 
fight or struggle - it just quietly piles up water until there's 
power emnigh so th.e ~ oan just flow around the 
bOulder and continue on its way." . 

Aunt Mamie 'Chucldeld, then ~Odked solemn. '''Sometimes 
it takes a while for 'the power to build up, and th'at means' 
waiting. -But the power a1ways comes. I do 't'he same thing 
the bJ"O'O'k does. Pause isn't rea:lly inactivity, you know; it's 
a chance 'to ·build up power." • 

Pau.se, poise, power! How dften I have thanked Aunt \ 
Mamie for giving me the wondexfcl'secret! 

-Good Impressions, The Livingstone Press. 

AMONG OURSELVES 
Oongratulatlions to 'Mr. (Class df 1954) and Mrs. Ken­

neth Kimbiy in the birth of a <:laughter - 'Laum Jane -
August 15th, 1957. . 

I 
') 
, 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 Third Quarter Lesson 10 September 8, 1957 

OLIVE L. OIJARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE TEMPLE FOUNDATIONS LAID 
Lesson Text: Ezra 3. 
Golden Text: "0 give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: 

for his merer endureth for ever."-Psalm 136:1. 

I. The Feast of Tabernacles: verses 1-7. . 
During the year following the decree of Cyrus in 5.36 B.C., 

which gave the Jewish exiles .-permission to return to the 
ll.omeland, about 50,000 took advantage of his kindness, and 
in accordance with the purpose of God took up their abode in 
their beloved land' (Ezra 2). For a few months they were 
busy making homes among the ruins, but from the first their 
thoughts were centred upon the erection of a temple wherein 
they might worship God according to His commandments. 
The chief men gave liberally toward the purchasing of 
materials (Ezra 2:68, 69). 

As the seventh month of: the sacred year approached, the 
time appointed for the Feast of Tabernacles, the Jews de­
termined to keep the memorial feast (Lev. 23:33-43; Neh. 
8:14, 17), in spite Qf the fact that the temple had not yet 
been built. The festival would be held on the 15th day of 

. the month, but before participating in that holy ordinance, 
the people·must be prepared in heart (2 Chron. 19:3; 27:6; 
Ezra 7:10). Accordingly, on the first day of the month they 
all gathered in Jerusalem for a holy convocation (verse 6). 
The Feast of Tabernacles looked 'backward to Itheir redemp­
tion from Egypt and forward to their restoration (Lev. 
23:42, 43; Zech. 14:16-19; Rev. 21:3). This particular cele­
bration of the feast was thus full of significance: the people 
had once again 'been delivered from bondage, and they were 
once again assembling in their own land. 

The leaders of the returning exiles took the first step in 
restoring the. ceremonies of their worship. Joshua, the high 
priest, was the grandson of Seraiab, the high priest who 
had been put to death by Nebuchp.dnezzar of Babylon (2 
Kings 25:18-21), and the son of Jozadak or Josedech, who 
had been carrieu captive into Babylon and had died in exile 
(1 Chron. 6:14, 15). Zerubbabel, the civil leader, the natural 
son of Pedaiab (1 Chron. 3:17-19), was the adop.ted son of 
Shealtiel (Hagg. 1:1, 12; 2:23) and was in reality the heir. 
to the throne of Persia, being called by them Prince Shesh­
azzar' (Ezra 1:8; 5:14-16).-
. The first essential element in the worship of the Lord was 

the erection of the altar of sacrifice (Gen. 35:5, 6; Deut. 
12:5-8). This is the first step toward God in ·the individual 
life as well. Let us give God the first place in our hearts, 
homes, community and nation (Exod. 20:3-5). The leaders 
realized the necessity of restoring the altar as a means of 
keeping the Israelites true to the Lord when they were 
living in the midst of idolatry (verse 3; Deut. 26:16-19) •. We, 
too, live in a generation of idolaters: all about us are those 
who worship self, pleasure; force or gold, rather than God 
(2 Tim. 3:1-7). 

The altar was reared upon the old foundations, still in their 
original position. Let us return to the reality of our first 
love (Psa. 51:12; Jer •. 6:16; Rev. 2:4, 5; 3:3). The burnt­
offerings were sacrificed in order that the sins of the }»ast 
might be atoned for (Numb. 29:12-39), and as' a token of the 
consecration of the people tQ God. These sacrifices were also 
pledges of their obedience to the laws of God. Again, they 
must bring their burnt-offerings if they would call upon the 
Lord for His blessing upon their undertaking - the rebuild­
ing of the templ~ (Psa. 127:1; 1 Cor. 3:11). 

The daily offerings, the continual burnt-ofiering (hod. 
29:38) and all the' appointed feasts (Numb. 29:39) would 
henceforth be maintained. All of' these ceremonies were 
preliminary to the erection of the temple, for which prepara­
tions in the way of men and materials were already being 
made (verse 7: Ezra 2:68, 69). . 

U. The Foundations of the Temple: verses 8-18. 
"Order is heaven's first law," and order in the church of. 

God is a token that His Spirit bas control (1 Cor. 14:40). 

It is according to the purpose of God that each Christian, 
each member of His body, should perform his own function 
in co-ordination and in co-operation with his brethren (1 Cor. 
12:4-30). The Levites from twenty years old and upwards 
were to be the overseers in the work of building the temple 
(1 Chron. 23:24). The Jeshua mentioned in verse 9 is not 
the Jeshua or Joshua the high priest (verses 2, 8), but 
Jeshua the Levite (EZra 2:40). 

When the builders laid the foundations of the temple, the 
children of Israel celebrated the occasion with great rejoic­
ing, just as present-day Christians do when the corner-stone 
of a church is set in place. The priests in their new robes 
(Ezra 2:69) with trumpets in their hands (Numb. 10:8; 1 
Chron. 15:24) and the .Levites with cymbals (1 Chron.15:16) 
led in the service of praise. There is a difference between 
Levites and' priests. The Levites, the descendants of Levi, 
son of Jacob, helped in the tabernacle and later in the temple 
in a minor capacity (1 Chron. 6:48), but only those Levites 
who were of the family of Aaron could act as priests (Numb. 
3:10, 17, 19, 27-32). Those Levites who were of the family 
of Asaph were traditionally in charge of the service of 
pratse, according to the command of King David (1 Chron. 
6:31-39; Neh. 7:44). The name of Asaph himself, David's 
celebrated musician and seer, is prefixed to 12 Psalms (Psa. 
50, 73-83). 

The Hebrew choirs were divided into two sections, as they 
frequently sang antiphonally; that is, one choir would sing 
a refrain, then the other choir would answer. The Psalm 
used in the service of dedication (verse 11; Psa. 136) is one 
of the Psalms written to be sung in this manner. The phrase 
"sang together by course" may refer to the antiphonal sing­
ing, or it may refer to the fact that the members of the 
choirs, like the priests, were organized to serve· in turn 
(1 Chron. 25:8-31). 

The peoJ;l.Ie took part in His glorious service of praise, as 
well as prIests, Levites and choirs. Such united and sincere 
praise to the Lord is most acceptable to Him, and is a means 
of grace and Qf victory (Josh. 6:16, 20; Psa. 92:1-4;. Neh. 
8:10; Heb. 13:15). 

Sadness was mingled with their gladness; wails of sorrow 
accompanied the shouts of joy. It is ever so in life. When 
the Feast of Tabernacles was first celebrated, the people 
brought branebes of palm trees in one hand and willows in 
the other (Lev. 23:40); the palm which speaks of triumph 
(John 12:12, 1"3) and the willow which signifies sorrow 
(P.sa. 137:1-4). Those who had known the size, glory and 
beauty of Solomon's temple wept when they contrasted it 
with the present small, partly-built structure, rising in the 
midst of utter desolation (1 Kings 7:9, 10; Hagg. 2:13). The 
people were few compared with the great throngs of former 
days. Moreover, they missed the sacred ark and the Shekinah 
glory, visible tokens of" the presence 'of God (1 Sam. 4:21; 
2 Chron. 5:14; 7:2). And yet, in one important particular· 
the temple of the restoration far surpassed the temple made 
by·Solomon. It would be graced by the personal presence and 
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ (Hagg. 2:9). The Saviour 
Himself, God in the flesh, would walk within its sacred 
precincts and teach in its courts. 

For Younger Scholars: 
'Teach the children the meaning and the value of the serv­

ices of the church. Show them that it is the Father's will 
that all who can should gather in His house on His day to 
worship and praise Him and to hear His Word read and 
explained. Point out the fact that Christ is the only founda­
tion for true living (1 Cor. 3:11). 

Daily Bible Readings 
Sept. 2--The First Feast of Tabernacles ........ Lev. 23:83-43 
Sept. 3-Another Feast of Tabernacles .......... Zech. 14:16-21 
Sept. 4-The Great Feast of Tabernacles .... John 7:1-14,37-89 
Sept. 5--The Foundations of the First Temple .... 2 Chron. 3 
Sept. 6-The Glory of the First Temple ................ 2 Chron. 5 
Sept. 7-,-The Psalm of Praise .................................... Psalm 136 
Sept. 8-The One Foundation ........................................ 1 Cor. 8 

Suggested Hymns 
I love Thy kingdom, Lord. 
o day of rest and gladness. 
Pleasant are Thy courts above. 
The Church's one foundation. 
We'love the place, 0 God. 
Sweet is the work. 
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·WANTE.D 
'PRAYER HELPER·S 

"Pray ')'e therefore the Lord oj. the Harvest, 
that He will send forth labOUTeTS into His 
Harvest." 

We .invite YOU to ioin us' in definite" earnest prayer 
that God may send men and women of His choice to 
train in· Toro~to Baptist Seminary. " 

The New Prospectus is ready for free -distribution. 

Address all enqui,ies 10: 
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