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Contending for the Faith • J,amaica 

Dr. 'H .. C. Slade welcomes veteran miuionary Rev. J. W. Knight, 
Thursday evening, July 11, 1957, in Greenway Chapel. 

-Baptists were among the first Missionlaries to come to 
J am~ca. They were men of The Book with ,a· pasSion to 
pre!lCh !the good news of Salvation to the oppressed silaves 
of this Island. When ,their eyes were fuUy opened ~o the 
evils of slavery and to the inhuman living conditions of the 
slaves, some ()If them went back 'to -Britain 'and went up an~ 
down that land, and with the blesSing of 'God, they so 
moved the conscience df that ~'and that slavery was a:bol
iShed in 1838. They were a:lso men of vision and 'Ba:pmst 
Churches were early planted in a:lmost every toWn land vil
la:ge throughoU't the IsIland. The 'Lord so, blessed and 
honoured 'the preaching of ills Word. that it is safe to say 
that one in every ten persons composing. the population of 
the ISland in those days, was a member of a Baptist Churc!h. 

Wh1311: is the pioture today? Possibly not one. in eighty 
persons today lis a member of 'a Baptist Church. What is th~ 
~a:use for 'this m'arked change? No doubt there are many 
contributing causes, but we believe the outstanoing 'cause 
has been !the refusal of present d'ay Baptists ,to reCognize 

thrut some in their midst have departed from the faith once 
for 'aU delivered unto the sain'ts. Instead of earnestly con
tending for the faith, unbelievers have been defended, 
shielded and condoned. With but few exceptions Baptists lin 
Jamaica ignore in prac!tice the teaching of Sdip~re on the 
sepa:ration, 'Of be1.ievers from unbdievers. The wr,i,ter. was 
once happy to be in ,fellowship with' the Bapfists of this 
Island 'but when he was convinced that there were Modern
istsamong them 'and ,that othere was no intention of d~ling 
with !them, iiot was a choice of choosing between the Union ' 
and Christ. A Professor of Calab-ar ~'lege /la:id in lelffect 
that Chr.ist believed that Jonah was swalllowed by 'a whale 
because ,the people >of Christ's day and generation be'~ieved, 
it, i~pilying ,that if Christ was, 'livin~ lin this day an4. gen
eratIon he would not have belIeved qt beca:use that" mIracle 
is now ~iddy discredited. Thll:s the one in whom ~w~lJls ail 
the fulness df wisdom and knowledge, was deceIVed dille 
to !His ignorance. The P.mncipa! df ',the same cdllege told 
the writer 'in conversation that he didn't beIlieve that 9hrist ' 
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was punished for our sins. If tha't were true, then Com
munism is correct when it says that Christianity is dope, 
for ·there is really no saving ~l if Christ was. not pun-' 
ished 'for our sins. We are aN deceivers and being deceived 
if he is correct and the Gospel is a hoax. -. 

Later a ·Bapcist Minister' said he accepted many of the 
nndings of the Higher Oritics. Wh~.happened to ~? 
Nothing. It m!atteI'S not that these findmgs are destructIve 
to faith in the 'Bible as the verbally inspired Word of God. 
Those who m:a:ke such. utterances go soot-free, but woe 
unto those who would dare to caU ,the atteilition of Baptists . 
to this apd other errors, for they will be treated as enemies 
and trouble-makers. 

Is ·it surprising that the vision of. s~ch Baptists has. grown 
dim? How could such compronusers 'keep pace With the 
spiritual.need~ (J{ a fast growing popu1ation? What Jama:i:a 
needs is the did-time Gospel that was pre~hed ~ere In 

the early daY' by diose heroes of the faith. Such will !lot 
be widely welcomed today and they may meet persecution 
from thOse from whom it should 'be least expected. What 
does this matter! It should be our joy to be able 'to go wirth 
Him wiithout the camp, bearing His reproach.. 

J. W. KNIGHT 

J~AICA NEWS-LETTER 
Olarkson, 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 
July 17, 1957. 

GR'EETINGS once again from J'amaica in the. precious 
name of our Lord and 'SaViour Jesus Chnst. The 

days and weeks seem to have. wings, ·as they come and gQ. 
so rapidly. Time is quickliy 'hastening to eternity, and iIo it 

. becomes us to heed the Master's injundtion, "Occupy till 
I come." I trust that the fol'lowiiag report wIil~ convey to 
you aE the progress of the work 'thus far in Jamaica this 
summer. 

The regular services in the various churches have . been 
wel'l'attended, and in each servi<;e we have been trolly con
scious of die Lord's presence. Prayer meetings and Bible 

- Studies are held each Monday morning and Wednesday 
evening. The Enquirer's Class is conducted ~ Thursday 
morn:ing at· Clarksonv:iUe. It might be of .linteres't to know 
the reguiar schedule of servi:i<;es for each month: 

The first and third SuntllliyS of the month are spent at 
Cfarksonvilile. The second :Sunday we are ai ,the Mount 
Moriah Church, while the fourth Sunday, services 'are held 
at '"f.weedside. If there IS an e~tra Sunday in die month, it 
is usually spent at the Aenon Town Church. The Sundays 
When we are not at the various churches .the deacons con
duct the services .th~selves, and the different men of the 
church preach. 

The two special mis~ons which 'were mentioned in the 
last 'letter have been conduoted. The week of meetiings at 
Aboukir Wood were .well atJI:ende'd, the small class house 
being over-fiUed each night. It Was evident tha-t the Loi-d 
was speaking· to the hearts of the people, as the Word was 
being preached. Several expressed a reaIl concern. about 
spiritual m'altrters, and the deStiny of their immortal souls. 
At Anderson TOW'n the first ·two meetings were hampered 
bY wet" weather, but before the end (J{ the week the meet
ings were much larger in alttendance. Here the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ also tmumphed over the hearts of 
men. Aq't'hough it was noticeaJbly 1Il0re dlifficu'lt to speak 
than 'at Aboukir Wood, there was a visible response· to the 
message and invitatiOn of the guspel. But let us still clhlm 
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the 'Lord's promise that His Word shalq not re"tum unto 
Him void, but it shall ·accomplish thalt: which He pleases, 
and ~t shall prosper in 'the thing whereto He sends h. The 
Holy Spirit is still able to make the Word sown in the hearts 
of the people f.ruitifui, even in the salivation of souls, all to 
the glory of His Name. 

A Bible SltJudy d'ass for young men was commenced on 
Friday night, June 28th. We are gra.teful to report that 
the interest ~n the meetings seems 'to be increasing weekly. 
Not" oniy is ,there an evident interest lin the meetings, bu't 
also the 'attendance has been increaSing each week. Not a 
few of the young men 'around ClarksonviUe, who are com. 
ing to the meetings, are not yet 'Saved. PJ'ay with us that 
the Lord will open their hearts 'to receive the Word, even 
as -the' heart oIf 'Lydia was opened, that she attended unto 
the things which were spoken Oif· 'Paul. Some of these young 
men were contacted through visitation work, and although 
they come to the Fritlay night meetli.ng, they do not attend 
the Sunday services. Our prayer is th'at they wiill come to 
know Christ as Saviour and 'Lord, ~d that others will} be 
strengthened in their daily Christian l~e. 

It was my privilege, on Ju'ly 2nd, to atftend some meet
ings which were held 'at ~uff Bay on the north-eastern 
coast of Jamaica. The drive to 'Buff Bay was be'a'll'tliful. The 
pa:lrn trees; fields of sugar cane, towering ·h~Us, picturesque 
villages, and the blue· Caribbean as it sparklJ!d in the tropi
~al sun, 'all added to the beauty of Ithe drive. At 10.30 a.m. 
a colliference of several ministers was held. These funda
mental, evangelical Baptist preachers are conce~etl ov~r 
the modernism and spiritual irrliidelity that is ~ prevalent 
to-day. The groundwork fur an ·assodatlion of true Bible
bel~eving churches was 'laid at -this meeting. Under the 
leadership of !the Holy Spirit they are detemlined to. raise 
up a Standard against unbe'l.ielf and error in sp&ri.tual things. 
It was 'a real bl~sing ·to mOOt and have fellowship with 
these men from aliI parts of the 'island. The first afternoon 
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meeting, held at 3.30, Was, a meeting of The Jamaica Oon
sultative Committee of The Inltemational 'O>uncil of Chris
tian Churches. Following this was a meeting of the Joanmica 
Auxiliary of the Trinitarian, BilMe Society. The evening 
evangelistic service waS conducted under the auspices of 
The Jamaica Consultative Committee' of the I.C.C.C. 
Pastor Wh~e of Kingston, brought a powerfu1 message 
from God's Word, to which several responded 'at 'the close 
of the se~ce. It was a full and glorious day'in the fellow
smp of God's faithful servants who are holding forth the 
Word of life on this island. Pray fur theim 'as they seek -to 
uphold 'the hanner of Ohrist, 'and to be faithful to Him 
in an ,'things. 

The -continuecl prayerlul interest of God's ~le every
where on behalf of the work -here wauid be gready ap
preciated. We are looking to -the Lord for His blessing, and 
He win not disappoint Us,,if we fuH,), trust Him. 

, --,MR. EDWIN FRy 

In 0""'" 10 appreciate the deadenlnB el/'" 0/ mod
erniBm in ,he 'a' 'hree deeadel upon ".,. rnluwlUJI"1' field 
0/ lallUllea IDe reprint ,he 1'ol'owinB areid. ",hie" appeared 
in "The Goapel Wihlel." 0 lune 2, 1927. ' 

THE BAPTIST M'ISSION IN JAMAICA' 
By T. I. Stockley 

JAMAICA is a mountainous and, beautiful w'an'd in the 
, heart of the Oaribbean Sea. 'I,t has been the scene of 
memorable events. Its aboriginal inhabitants were Indians, 
but 'these were extermiinated by the Spanish conquerors 
when they !took possession 'Of the ISland. To supply the place 
of the murdered Indians, sons and daughters of the African 
raJCe were introduced 'and made s'laves. In the days of Oliver 
Cromwel'l, ,the Brifish drove out" the Spanliards, but they 
continued to bring men 'and women ifrom Africa and make 
'them slaves in Jamaica. 'Multitudes of !these pOor people 
perished by cruelty, and excessive tdiL Their condition was 
wretched in the extreme. In those days Jamaica was a 
place of 'a!1most !indescribable wickedness. The white people 
were grossly immoral, and utJteriy regardless of religion. 
The Lord's Daly was given up ,to every kind of sinful 
pleasure. Sodom and Gomorrah could scarcely have been 
worse than Jamaica was in those days. 

The first piece of work 'done by the rBaptiits in Jamalica 
was begun as f.ar back as 178'3. George Lisle, an emanci
pated slave, 'and a preacher from America., came to, 
Jamaica; and seeing the miserable condirtlion of ms en
slaved brethren. he todk his stand 'On the race:.oourse at' 
Kingston, anq preached the, gre'3lt libe~ting mes~ df ,the 
Gospel. 'Many' of his race ',received the message· joyfully, and, 
George Lisle formed the f1iI'St Baptist church in Jamaica. 
In the year 1793 he 'opened the fiorst Non-Confonnist 
Chapell in the island. lLis1e was often treated wlith ridicule 
and insuh, besides being thrown into prison 'and laden with 
chains. One of the 'trophies of the Gospel at this !time was 
a brown barber calle'd· Moses !Baker. He was a very vi1e 
sinner before his conversion; but afrter that great change, 
he ~ became a preacher of the Gospe1. He went to 
quite 'a nu~ber of sugar e'Staltes, and preached to the slaves 
there, unltil 'a 'law was passed which iforbade all such work 
on plantatiions. But 'the work of Moses Baker was greatly 
blessed, and some of the converts were fOE;lIled into a church 
at a place calqed Crooked Spring. ' 

For upwaros of thirty years, good men of African birth 
or descent carned on our 'Baptist work in Jamaica,- until 
in response to their conStant appealls to England, mission-

aries were sent out from that country. The first English 
missionary landed in J amaIica. in 1814, and others fo'llowed 
w~th considerable rapidity 'because' the yellow fever cut so 
many of them down after only 'a few months of labour. But 
the work of God went on. The years 1824~5 saw !the arrival 
of Messrs. 'Burchell, PhiHips. and' Wm. Knibb. The great 
liberating, healing message of the Gospel proclaimed by 
these men was the very Balm of Life to ,the crushed and 
bleeding hearts of the !iI-aves, and they welcomed it with 
eager joy. The triumphs of the Cross were wonderful. 
The congregations in some ()if the larger centres of popula
tion were numbered not by hundreds mereiy, but by thou
sands. There was strong opposition and bitter persecution, 
so that the missionaries often sowed in tears, but they 
reaped in joy, 'an'd thei'r harvests were a:bundant. 

Before emancipation came, the poor slave was driven to 
-labour by the whip; was branded like a sheep; and -cor
rup'too by the 'liicentlibusness of his master. They were ~lq 
subject to punishment by stocks, thumb-screw; i'rOIl-col1ar, 
the yoke, the block 'and tackle. and the whip. In the year 
1831 a hamtless pl'an was shaped by one who thought he 
had a right to be free; but others carried it to extremes, 
and the uprising of the S'l-aves brought martia;} faw, and 
with martiall 'law, terr.ible vengeance. But the missionaries, ' 
especiaUy the Baptist missiona:rlies, were blamed for i,t all; 
and they Wocl-9 'have been dbne to death if God had Hot 
intervened and saved them. This period of Baptist history 
in Jamaica ~ most it!hriHing, but :it is impossible to tell the 
story lin detalil. This should be mentioned, however, that an 
infll!lIlous society was fonned, calQed the "Church Colonial 
Union". This "Union" was ,funned with the detenn1nation 
to destroy our chapels, 'and to drive the Baptist mission
aries especia!llly, clean off the island. The 'agenlts of this 
"Union" were helped by the riiff-'I'aff of the 'larger towns. 
and -thus helped, they destroyed the fiine chape'ls a:t S'alters ' 
Hlill" Falmouth, Stewart Town, Montego ,Bay, Brown's 
Town, Savanna-i'a-near, St. Ann's Bay, Ocho Rios and 
Lucea. In 'the last named place, the rector rih his own 
h'ands helped the destruction of our chapel. /But the hand 
of God was upon these persecutors, 'and many of them 
very SdOn died in some viollent or terrible way. 

At last emancipation came, and with emancipation won
derful blessing in our churches. Knilbb 'and Burchel'l in 
England were able to secure £25,700 for Ithe rebuild~ng of 
our churches ~n Jamaica. 'and when they returned, -the joy 
and gratitude of the Baptist people knew no bounds. The 
congregations were immense. Thomas Burchell at Montego 
Bay had a Sunday morning prayer meeting art 6 o'clock 
with 2,000 people present,,'and some of them ,wa:lked seven
teen miles to be there. In :the year 1842, through the in
fluence of Wm. Knibb, the churches were led to rake a 
momentous step; they took up the posiJ:ion of self-ruppoITI:. 
The step was brave, hut unwise; for onQy two years after
wards, Kni'bb had to go t~ England Ito lbeg some he'lp from 
the churches there, 'and a number of the English mission
aries had to return 'to England because the people of 
Jamaica were so poor ,that they could not support them. 
That struggle ,for se'lf-support has contlinued through the 
years, and is as great to-day as it ever was. 

How dQes the work stand to-day? We have some 210 
churches wirth 'a memberShip of 32,000, 'and 47 mission
aries, about forty 'of whom are coIloured and 'black, <and the 
others are white. A few df theSe missionaries have one or 
two large churches. but moSt of them have four, five, six,' 
seven, and one even eight churdhes 'to care .for. AllthO'l1gh 
they 'love the Gospel Message, and preach it, they are qulite . 

I 
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unable to shepherd such }a.rge groups of people separated 
so ,widely 'as they are, -by mountains, deep v·alIleys, 'and many 
streams. The writer has travelled through every parish lin 
the island, and' visited nearly every one of the 210 chuTChes; 
he knows, therefore, some of the .greaJt difficuh!ies of ·such 
wide-spread fields·of 1:abou~. And when the missionary is 
able to visit e:ach 'of his churches about on~e 'a month, and 
the members need to have very rea:land strong Chrii'Stian 
experience to prevent chu'rdh decline. The wt1ter returns 
from S'OIIle df his long journeys amongst ,the churches wi~h 
an 'aching heart when he sees sl? many churches which 
might be; 'and ought to be' strong, simply dying for the 
want of spiritU'al food, and a shepherd's care. However, 
there are 'in these churches men and women of fine Chl"is- . 
tiian character whose Hves have been' transform~d by the 

. Holy''Spirit~ who are 'a const;mt joy 'to their m1iSsiionaries, 
and who 'are eSteemed and trus'ted by ,alll 'Who know them. 

After exel"Cisi~g a year's spedall ministry amongsit these 
beloved people, in 1921-2 the writer Was constrained to 
accept the position of Superintendent of the New Forward 
Movement, inaugurated for the fotlow'ing purpose's: (a) 
first and foremost, the spirituail uplift 'and en~a'rgement of 
the churches; '(b) Ito bring some sore'ly needed financial 
help to the missionaries ; (c) to re""'arrange the Iargecir
cuits of churches, so that no missionary shalll have more 
than three cl:t-urches t-o shepherd; (d) to secure a consider
able increase oif missionaries" both white 'and coloured ; 
(e) to .send some help 'to !the 'aged and infirm missIonaries; 
(f) and last, and very urgent, to launch ~)Ult ,into untouched 
d1istxiicts. 

Now to carry out this imperative task, an annuail :income 
of at 'least $10,000 is required. The extreme poverty of so 
many of our IBaptist people makes it 'impossible for them 
to raise this sum. They can do a 'l'ittle, 'and .they are en
couraged to do aN that they can; but they must be very 
I-argely helped, if the present work 1S to be S'aved from 
death. Out oIf their extremely deep poverlty many oJf the 
people gladly bring their little glif.ts for the sUPPOl"t of the 
work, hut they cannot posSibly do anything at all adequate 
to the needs. 

An appeall, therefore, is being made Ito the Fundamenta1. 
chuTChes of America to rome generously' to Jamaica's help. 
The need is imperative if God's work amongst the Baptists 
there is to be saved from decay, and put on anything like 
a satiSifac'tOry. footing. It Iii! opitia!1Jle to see <things as they 
are to-day. And what is dpne [n ,the way of 'help, must be 
done quickly, because Roma~ Catholics, 'and R\lssellites and 
others, -like ravenous wolves are endeavouring 'to rend and 
devour -any of our members whom they can reach. The 
great need is Ithat Jamaica ~hould be placed on the lM·is- . 
sionary 'Budget of· the Ohurches, and a regular, assured 
grant be made to th~ needy, and worlthy field. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
August lS-Dr. C. J. 'Loney, . Pastor o:f Stanley ·Avenue 

Baptist Church, Hamilton. 
A~gust 25~unday morning--,.lRev. G. B. Hi'Cks, 'Pastor of 

-Brownsburg Regular 'Baptist Church, Brownsbul"g, 
Quebec. . . . 

. Sept~ber 29-'Rev. I. D. E. Thomas, Pastoroif Christmas 
Evans Memorial BaJpIrist Church, Oaernarvon, Wales. 
Mr, and Mrs. Thomas wilq have .with them Mrs. Fr~
ces Jones, harpist and soloist ... 

November 3-17-Mr. James Armstrong of Northern Ire-
land ronducts Evangelistic Services. . 

THE RADIO BROADCAST 

WE CONTINUE ito receive encouraging .reports· from 
; people who listen 'to our Sunday eveniing serv'ices by 
radio. Probably Ithe majority from 'whom we receive let!ters· 
are shut-ins. Among these is a large number of very aged.' 
peopie, some being over ninety. Some live in distr-icts where 
no Sunday evening service is he'l.d. We are especia1iy happy 
to learn that the services have been a blessing to many' 
who are hard of heating. Not a few have ·told us, cither by. 
leliter or tellephone, that up untJil we began to broadcast 
they had not 'heard a sermon for years. Since God has 
been pleased to make the human voice a medium through 
which His divinely-given message is conveyed to others, 
we can humbly thank Him for ia voice which can, aocord
ing to 'the testimony of many, pene'trate the ear drums of 
the deaf. Only a few days ago 'a man, who is himself an 
invaJi'id, callied to say hiis mother-in-law, ninety-one years of 
age, who has considerable difficuhy "in hearing, hears every 
word of the sermons moist d'istJinctiy. 

We were deeply touched by the report oIf a i.ady wl)o 
telephoned immediately following one of our' recent broad
casts. She was ao'tuailly 'weeping; but the Itears she was 
shedding were not tears df sorrow, but of joy. She s'aid, in 
effect, "Ahhough my husband never he-ars a wol"d of the 
ser.mon, he 'continues to accompany me to OUr own church 

. every 'Sunday. Being un'able to attend our own church to
night, I tuned in 'to the J arvIis 'St'reet service. AS !the service 
began to come in I obServed my husband beoorping sud
denly interested. In·a few moments to my utter am·azement 
he exclaimed, '1 can hear plainly every word th~t is 'being 
spoken' .. We were so happy that both of us 'broke into . tears.'" 
She 'a:dded, "No ~e but those who have been deprived. of 
good hearing can realqy appreciate what ·the service to- . 
n~ght has meant to us." '. . 

We feel 'Sure GOSFEL WITNESS readers will be happy to 
hear of this good news. Jarvils Street has many missionary 
interests including Toron'to Baptist Seminary, and THE 
GOSPEL'WITNESS; but one of the biggest tl)[ngs the. church 
is uI).dertaiking.is the broadcasting df 'the gospe'l. to 'the many 
thou'sands whb live in 'an 'area often described 'as the most 
thickly PQpul'ated in Ontal"io. 

RADIO FUND 
Summer ltime ~s usually the most diffi'Cu~t seaSon Cif the 

year to finance any missionary project, because so many 
people are a~ay from home. We 'are ~~treme!y th~n.kful 
to the many fl'lends who help make iliis I'ad~o mlIl:l.stry 
possible. '~e 'are mak,ing spedal contribu?ons to the 
radio fund week by wee'k. A few 'have undeIWrltten ,the fulH 
cost of an entire bro~cast. It may be tha't many others, 
who read these line~, could ·3..'!Sis't by sending lin a regu1ar 
donation each week, or each moIllth, as may be convenient. 
Either sma11 or ~arge gifts wiH be -appreciated. 

In v!lew oIf the tremendous opporrunli.ty of extending the 
gospel testimony by air to literally thousands of homes, as 
well ·as hundreds travelling in car~, we ask oU'r readers to 
pray earnestly that God may ~se each broadcast to bring 
many predo~s souls to Himse'l.f. -H.C.S. 

SEMINARY KITCHEN 
Just 'a reminder to !the lady' readers that 'any fruit pre

served sent 1"9 the Seminary would be moo. ·appreciate9. 
Thi's keeps food costs down to a minimum in the stUdents' 
communa'l . kitchen. AliI jars and containers, if marked 
clearly, can, upon request, be returned. Some Jlars are m 
our possession for 'any Who ~'ld deSire to.!1ii.ol1 them. 
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WIJt 6trmnUB of IIr. W. W.&IJttlbs 
. Perseverance and Vica·rious Suffering 

(Stenographically Reported) . . 
"If we continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 

the hope of the gospel, which ye have. heard, and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven; whereof I Pa)]!" am made a minister; 

"Who now rejoice in my sUfferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of 
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church." 

LAST 'Sunday evening we had bef'Ore us verses twenty
" one 'and twenty-twO' 'Of the' first chapter of Colossians: 
"And Y'OU, that were somet~me alienated and enemies in 
YDur mind by wicked works, yet n'Ow hath ..he reconci~ed 
in the 'b'Ody of his flesh thr'Ough de3!th, to presenlt y'OU hOlly 
a.nd.unbIameable·and unreprove'able iin his.sight." . . 
. I want to 'ask y'Out~ ~odk at the twenty-third and t:wenty
fouvth verses f'Or a little while this evening. We are said 

. to'. be rec'Onciled in -the body of Christ's ,f1lesh through death, 
in 'Order .that we may be presen~ted holy, and unlJ:>llameable, 
and unreproveable, in His Sight. And then y'OU have this 
extraDrdinary W'Ord, "If we continue in the faith grounded 
and sebtled, and be nDt m'Oved '~way from the hope 'Of ~he 
gospel." . 

We must remember that G'Od often c'OndesCends !to the 
meagreness, the litrleness, of 'Our 'Ow'll understamFing. And 

. He addresses us, some~imes, from the human point 'Of view, 
just as when He takes t'O Himself certain human qualities 
in Drder that we may understand Him: "Like as a farber 
piltieth his children;sothe"Lord pitieth them that 'fear him". 
We are exhDrted to' give diligence to make 'Our cal~ing and 
electi'On sure. And yet we knoW that the gifts and ca:ll~ng 
Df God are withDut repentance. God never. changes His 
mind; 'and ~hen He gives eterna!lHfe He never.wirbdra-ws 
it. We shan never perish, neither shaUany m'an pluck us 
DUt of 'His hand. And you remember th'Ose grea:t passages 
in the epiStle to' the H~brews where ,the aposcle spea)ks 0:£ 
peopIle's falling away, trampling under foot the 'So'n of 'ODd, 
c'Ou~ting the blood 'Of the CDvenant Wherewith they 'are 
sanctiified as an unholy thing, crucifying Christ afresh, and 
put!ting Him to' an Dpen shame. And yet He says, "But .we 
are persuaded better things of you, and things that accom
pany salvati'On, though we thqs speak" 

NDW we are exhorted to make sure, again and 'again, 
in one way or an'Other, th-art: we are 'Saved. In respect to 
this matter there must be n'O dDubt. We must re-exam~ne 
the fDundation. 'H the foundat'ions are. there they wi'll not 
. suffer by re-examinati'On. And if we discover 1tQ:~t we . are 
resting upon a false hope, then it wi'l'l give us opportuni-ty 
to make sure work ,Df it, -and come to Christ, so t11''!-t there 
shaH be no doubt whatever. 

Now it is 'a fact .that many profess who d'O ndt possess; 
and many begin wh'O dO' not continue. We have many 
evidenc~ of those wh'O rec~ived the w'Ord with JDY, -and 
whO' 'are ready to sh'Out, ''lHalle'lujah! Praise the Lord!" 
but wh'Ose e~perience is'a very superficial Dne. And when 
by and by 'persecuti'On arises because 'Of the word,' they are 
oMended. Those who receive the word, as the seed falling 
among thDrns, and in slt~ny places, are numerous enough, 
and, perha.ps, in part, 'expla~n the fac.t. For example, I 

-Col. 1 :23, 24. 

have in my mind the .sta.tistics of the Southern Convention. 
I read an article referring to 'it some tiime ago in which 
they said the churches lost, annually, thirty percent. of ad1 
whO' came 'in: that of every Dne hundred 'who joined the 
church thirty-fave. drifted -away, and not more than smty 

. percent. of those wh'O professed conversiDn did really con-

. tinue in the wDrk. I imppose that is !true everywhere . 
,TherefDre, ~et us bear in mind that the proof 'Of the gen
uineness of 'our salvation 1S that we continue. "If ye con
tinue -in my word, ,then are ye my disciples indeed:" And 
lif' we 'are really the L'Ord's, bey'Ond all' questiDn we shall 
c'Ontinue; f'Or havling obtained !the hellp df God we shall . 
continue not on'ly ,.mto this day, but unlto the days that are 
to come. . 

I. 
It 'is of that continu~ng I wish to speak to y'Ou. "CON

TINUE IN THE FAITH" - n'Ot merely conltinue 'in the 
pr'Ofession Df it - in the experience 'Of ,all the riches Df 
div-ine grace which that faith brings to us. And they con
tinue an the faith who become grounded and settled. 
~~e -the figure, first of al'l, oif a plant - 'a tree thaJt is 

rooted - because that figure is used In the next chapter. 
Weare rooted and 'bulitt up in Christ. He is the Soiil in 
which these heavenly plants grow. It 1s Dnly 'as we are 
rooted in ChriSt that we sh'all be a1ble to cDntinue in the 
faith. We shall not c'OntJinue in the faith by cherishing mere 

. abstract notions 'Df !the g'Ospcl. We sha!l~ cDntinue as that 
faith becOmes Ito us n'Ot merely an intellectua!l theory, buit 
a rea:lity: something that rel3Jtes itself t'O life every day we 
l'ive. And fa!ith 'a:fter all, while i'1: :is the gift of God, in its 
fulnessand maJturity is not 'a sudden 'acquiSition, it 'is nDt 
suddenly acquired: it is a steady land gradual growth. 

Faith may be increased. They prayed, "Lord, increase 
Dur f-aith". And if we have real faith in God our faith 
ought to be growling so that 'i't WNq become - 'if I may say' 
so ~ easier fDr us to betieve, and mDre diifficwlt fDr us to 
dDubt. And th!a:t will become true as we are grounded in 
Chris'!: . 

I recall -at the moment, 'a stanza. {rom In Memoriam, 
where Tennyson describes 'an O'ld yew tree in the cemetery. 
And apostrophising it, he says: 

, "Old yew, which graspest at the stones 
Which name the under-'lying dead, 
Thy fibres net the dreamless head; 

Thy roots are wrapped about the bones." 

The rooIts Df the trees strike deeply into the sDul, -and the 
fibrous growth wrapping itself about ,rbe st'Ones, Dr about 
the skulls that -are beneaith, the 'tree become'S grouJ;l.ded as 
idays ho'l'd of that which is beneath the surface. 
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Now we are to strike our roots 'inlto Christ so .that we 
sha~q be grounded in !Him. What are ·the roots? In what 
does !}ife consist for us? Well, take the affections, fur in
stance. How largely our af.fections deterrmine what we are! 
And ourai6f"ections are to be centred in Christ, rooted in 
Him. We are jlM to "l'ay hOild of Him and love Him the 
more. It is with the heart man bef,ieveth"unto righteous
ness. And as our hearts are yielded more and more fully 
to Christ, and He becomes more tand more precious to us, 
we find ourselves "fOoted in Him, laying hold of Him. 

Then there is the intellect with aN 'its facuqties, the powers 
of perception, of reason'ing. Did you ever sit down, and 
say to your'Selif, quietly, Why 'am I ·a Cluiistian? What 
ground have I for believing I am 'a Christian? You ask a 
question like that, and what comes up before you? There 
is the Person of Christ, ,the Incarnation, the infinite stoop 
of God in ,the person 01£ His Son, !His life of obed'ience, 
His death in our behalf, His resurrection, and His 'aSCen
sion. And as we !let our mind'S dwe'l1 upon Idtese great 'veri
ties of ithe Christl-an fa'ith, Christ become's more and more 

. real, and flaith becomes more and ~ore' reasonable. As I 
have often said to you, faith 'is not reason iin its infancy, 
but reason grown to be a man. It is reason IIUIblimed to 
the highest exercise after all, layi~g hoM of the 'things af 
God, 'and be1ieving becau'Se God says it. . 

There is room fur the exerdise of all the faculties·of the 
mind, - Ilaying'hold O'f Christ, and deriving our sustenance 
from Him, just as ,the roots go down 'in the sub-soil, and 
by and by wrap themselves about S'OIIlle great rOCk beneall:h. 
50 we 'are to let aU that is in us go out a:fiter Christ, so 
that we are grounded in H~m. And memory wiil'l come to 
your aid, with. other f1a-cu'hies, and you will find that 'it is 
ever the divine method that when God blesses us in one 
emergency, He leaves twelve baskeurliul over and above to 
serve us for another day. How fuH the Bible is of thalt 
principle! Because! That is a logician's word' - when it is 
not used by a woman, so they say. They say, That is 'a 
woman's reason. I do not believe that. But becaulle! - it 
points to a cause, to 'a reasOn fur this thing - "because' 
thou hast been my help, itherefore in the shadow df thy 
wings wiH I rejoice." "I love the Lord, lbecause he hath 
heard my voice and my supplications. Because he hath 
indined his ear unto me, therefore will I calI upon him as 
long as I liive.', "I have conSidered the days of old, the 
years O'f ancient times." "And I said, This is my infirmity: 
but I wil'l rezpember the years of the right hand of the 
mO'St High." Memory is .a great Storehouse. And as we 
recal~ what. God has done for us, we shall find it e'aSier, 
and easier, to trust Him ;apd we shalH become grounded in 
Him, grounded and settled. 

There are some people who are l'ike ~ bit of sage b~ 
in the desert, or some other desert plant whiCh is carried 
about by every wind that blows. I t rolls along untill the 
wind ceases, and then it stops and sends down its roots and, 
superfici'alIy, draws some nourishment from the soil, and 
stays there until 'the next wind comes 'along, and away it 
goes somewhere else. There are 'a lot of peoplle like that, 
just living on the surface of th[ngs. There are some trees 
thht cannot be transpllanted: they 'are too b'ig. I saw two 
trees in 5talll.ley 'Park in IBritish Columbia; one was prone 
upon the earth, 'and ,another had sen/t its roots down on 
either side of ~t, and had grown over It. And they' told me 
that experts said that that big cedar now lying dead, repre
sented 'a growth of ,three thouSand years. And thalt tree 
growiing about it represented another three thousand yeal'!l. 
And they said; "In 'tho~e ·two trees you have the growth of· 

six thousand years." I did not SlDp 'to COilllt the rings; I do 
not knOW' whether their 'ystem was acrurate, but certainly 
Itl was a tremendous tree. At Exhi'l)i.tion Park' there' is a 
flag pole. I do not know how high it is, but it is a !tremen
dous height. And 'do you know that.grew - it was not 
manu!factured - it actually grew in God's forest some
w~ere years and years ago; ii.t stood right in the !fame place 
g~oun~ed and settled. I't was nolt carned about by every 
wmd that blew. 

Now that is wh'at we need to-day, Olujstians who are 
grounded and settled, and who cannot be transp'llanted from' 
place to pIll3Ce. I have known some people who have come 
to us here, and stayed fora little wh~~e and then they have 
gone off 50niewhere else, and by and by we hear of them 
afifiliating with Ohristiian Science. And when they have . had 
a little of that they try New Thought - whatever that is. 
And when they have discovered Ithat that ill unsatisfactory 
they try S'OlIlething else - qriiven about by. every wind of 
dOiC1:rin~, by the sleighlt of men, and cunning craitiness, 
whereby they 'l~e Tn wait 'to deceive, -afwaysta1cing up 
with some new thing . 

What you and ~ need, dear friends, is to lay hoM of the 
truth in Christ,-the great doctrines of the gospel, :in- such 
a way that to us there can be no dispute a:boUJt their truth. 
We are grounded and settled. So far as I am concerned, 
I do not need tOO he 1XJld what the atonement is. "Why," 
you say, "you do. ndt mean to 'say you understand it?" 
"No, I do not understand Itt. I shlaJl understand it when 
I get to the gIlory. But I do know this, I know it is the 
heart Of tl}.e gt>spel; I know it is related to my saivation; 
I am 'Saved by the blood. And 'in than: truth I confess my- , 
self grounded and settled. And there is not any wind that 
blows that can ever move me away. There 'are 'SOme things, 
dear friends, that 'are 'true,and God has reve~ed to us the 
truth in Christ, and we are to .'aJOCept them as being true;' 
as being finai, as being the last wo~. Therefore, grounded ' 
and settled ~n these things, we shaM ·be a:ble to continue 
in the faith, and grow tip inifi> Christ in all things. . 

Take another figure: our sIalv3lliion consists in a personal 
relaltionship to Jesus Christ. We are as plants which the 

. ~elaveniy Fa:ther hath planted. But we are far more than 
that. I heard someone say once, "You are to yield to 
God just as this gl'ass yields itself to my hand." WeH I 
was very young, and I, perhaps, did not see things quiite 
as -I ~.ee them now. But I said to mysel!f when I heard tlTalt 

. brother speak, "The trouble ill, I am not a piece of in
animate glas'S: I am not a thing, 'I am a pe·rson! I have 
a mind to think with, and a heart· to !feel, and a Wi1'l to 
deterrmine what I sh'all do. I am something more than a 
oup - whether 'lIJ[\, 'axe or '13. hammer - .I am something 
more than Ian instrument that isperf~tly passive in the 
hand of the user." And is ;it so that the re1igion. of Chris't . 
wOuIld have me suppress my wil~, and not exercise.it?And 
cease to ,think, or fOI1bid my heart tOO 'let :iIts 'alflfectlions go out 
i. legitimate directions? I do not believe Chrillt came to 
make us less than men and women? No; He deals with us 
in another -fashion than that. We 'are to be yielded tOO Him 
just as 'comple'tely as 'a sword !is yielded to the warrior's 
hand. And. yet we are more iIlhan tha't. We are to be rooted 
in Christ, 'SO that 'like a plant ,we shall draw all our 
sustenance from Him; a:l~, our expeot!ation will be from 
H"1IIl; ail our amhitionll will be cc'ntred in Him·; all our 
affections wi:Jl gO out after Him; our will will be energized 
hy His Spirit, and d~rected by ·an enHgh.,tened inteHigence. 
Al~ that'we are, as a plant. 

Bu,t we are rnolethan that: we are IHYing persons. And 
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do you 'know it is possible for one personl~ty to become 
grounded and settled in another personality. Take the' 
figure under which ,the relationship of the believer. to Chri~ 
is set forth in the Scriptures, the bride and the bndegroom, 
the husband and the wife. How 'long is that union to abide? 
What says our marriage service? "Until death shall you 
part." Grounded, settled, not moved away, but Just 
grounded and settled. So we are to be grounded and settled 
in Christ. 

I do not wan't another Saviour, do you? I, cannot think 
of any other Saviour. I cannot even imagine any other way 
of sWvation. I am nOt interested ~n anyone who comes to 
te'll me he has found another way. So far as I am concerned 
that 1s forever sett!led; I 'aID married to Jesus Christ in' an 
eternal covenant that IS more binding than the marriage 
covenant, for the simple reason that "I am persuaded that 
nei,ther death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powets, nor things present, nor 'things to come, nor height, 
nor depth nor any other creature, shaH be a:ble to separate 
us from the olove of God, whiCh is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'" 
Why, i't lasts forever. And as we are grounded 'and settled: in 
Chti!lt after that ,fashion, we shall be 'able to trust Htm. 
We have to trust Him - there -is not 'anybody else to trust. 
We havf> to 'live with Him - there is nobody else to live 
with. We have :t~ get ready for heaven - there is ,not any 
other pilace to go. , 

What a b1esSed thing it is to find some people who 'are 
sta:!jle !ltead!fast unmoveable! I 'am not enamoured df these 
brilli;nt people'that get so wonderfuUy religious occasion
ally, ~d go up like a rocket, and go down like the pro
verb'ial stick - and knock someone else senseless when ,they 
come down. And they are out of sorts wiJth a1t1 the world 
aifter aU -the fire has burnt out. God's work was never done 
by people of that sort. God's work is done by people who 
continue in the faith, because they 'are grounded and 
settled,and you cannot move them away from the hope 
of the gospel. Ah, yes, the hope of the gospel! What a sub
jedt in 'itself! That would 'last us fur the 'neJOC thousand 
years, 'and then so many more thousands, as many as you 
Hke, after that. The hope of -the gospel! Have you an~ hOJ?«! 
in any other direction for this life? Is there anythmg m 
this life ,that can attract you !that :js no~ 'included in the hope 
of the gospel? ,b there anything in the qife to come that 
is not provided 'in the hope of the gospel? A~ you not 
glad that you have such a revellation of God's love !to us 
in 'Christ that you 'know He has provided aliI things that 
pertain to life and godliness fur this life, and everything 
necessary to 'Our eternal umon with Christ !in this present 
life, and everlasting felicity in the Hfe that 'is to come. 

Now I said the other day he~ that I co~ess myself a 
conservative if it be so that a conservative is one who halS , . . 
a good thing he wants to 'keep. I cannot. unaglOe ... ~y 
im:provement upon the hope of the gospel. It. satnsfles 

, every longing of my heart, every demand of my 'inltelqect, 
every 'aspiration for time and for ete,mity. If .ye "be not 
moved away from the hope ~ the gospel, which ye .ha~ 
heard, and whiCh was preached to every creature which 15 

under heaven; whereof I 'Pau'l am made a. minister." Oh, 
what a privilege that is! 

Somebody came to me the other day, and said, "I have 
. a j'Ob." I said, "'I am gIlad. What is it?" "I am going !to sell 
something, 'and I thought I would l~ke to have your opinion 
of ,the thing I 'am going to try to ,selt" I exam'inf:(i ;~; and 
I said, "I am sure it wm do n'Obody any harm, and it will 
probably do them good if you can persuade them ·to take, 
it." But oh, I ,did not tell him, but I sadd in my own 

heart, "I don't particularly \\;ant your job." But Paul says, 
"I am made a minister of the gospel, ~d I 'am ca:lled of 
God to minlis1er to men a hope, as we have itt in one of 
our 'hymns, "A hope for eternity, hlessed and true." ."That 
is my business," said he, "to get peop1e to hope m !the 
gospeL" 

II. 
And here is a great ·word. I wonder if we can unden;tand 

it? "Who nOw REJOrCE IN MY SUFFERINGS FOR 
YOU." I have never 'been a!ble to unden;tand why minis
'ters shWld expect a partlicuIarly e'asy 'tjrne, or why Chris
tians of any sort should expect to escape their share of 
tribulation. And here the apostle speaks of suffering for 
these ColOS'Sian Christians, and for the body of Christ, as 
though it were a necessary part of 'a minister's experience 
to have his share of suififerings, which were to be endured 
vi-cariously, endured for somebody else. Now I wonder, did 
you ever ask yourself the question sometiimes, "Why Should 
I?" - I confeSs I have when I have had day after day, 
day aJf.ter day, week 'a!fter week, engaged with some maJtters, 
and I have sat down in a momen't ,of weariness and said, 
"Why should I? I t is none of my business. It does not 
a.f.fect me; somebody e'lse's trouble, somebody else's diffi
culty, somebody else's' problem. Why shouM they come to 
me? Why should they suppose thart: my shoulders can bear 
anything and everything? I get ndthing oult of it." That is 
what I have said sometimes, "Nothing but trouble; alll kinds 
of difficulty." Wel'l 'that ~s what 'a minister 'is for: he 1S 
there to be everybody's pack mule. Of course he must not 
carry that !too far; he mU'It not be too much li:ke a mule. 

You can find many illustraoons 'of that principle. Where' 
does Ia mother's trouble ctlme from, most of it? From the 
chiidreri who bring her the greatest joy. Whiile they are 
her greatest treasures, they 'arc 'her greatest troUlbles -too. 
She is always suffering for them. She is always sharing their 
aifflictions, bearing 'their burdens, hearing their tale of 
SOlTOW. ,She cannot 'be a 'true mother unless She does. 1 
do n'Ot care what sort of home it is. Children WiH 'he sick, 
and there will be trouble, and :they will get a splinter in 
their hands; and they will ,falq down and get Ibmises a'll 
over'. And 'they will have th.eir Htt:le quarrels in school, and 
their Il~M!le troubles. And -there is just one person to whom, 
instinctively, they go with all their troubles! Mother never 
gets tired of hearing them. 

You teach a 'Sunday SChool dalSs. 'Now mark you, if 
you reatly become a minister 'in the sense of a servant, dis
pensing the things of God to 'that group of men or women, 
if you really do that, if you ·real'ly get inlto their lives, ,and 
give them something, it wm n~ be long before you will 
find the momeIllt they get into troulJle they wiH come to 
you. Of course, if yUu do not do 'anything for them, 'they 
will not ask you tb do anything 'more. But the'moment you 
real1y begin to,minister to them they wiU give you a chance 
to minister' some more. And Ithey wiU flock around you 
every orne they get -into trouble - I hope you may not 
get tiired of it. Oh, you may be weary sometimes, but it 
iii a high compl'iment. There are some people to whom 
no one ever 'goes. There 'are some people to whom no one 
would ever 'go in diflficullty, because the man ~ives to him
self, and cares for no one else. 

But this Aposfle carried, the load of aE ·the _churches, 
and 'he speaks of the sufferings which he bore for them. 
Can you do :it;? Can you? Is that yOUi' conception of 
Christian service? just to get under -the ~oad; and when YOll 

imagine you have all you can possibly carry, then to J-ravc 
it doubled; 'and when you think 'that that will nearly crush 
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}'0\1, then to double it again, and pile lit 'OJl, Ol)e 'thing after 
~other un~il you' wonder when the end wiN come? Well 
Paul·says, "I rejoice !in it," "'I rejdice in my sufferings' !for 
you." Is that not a wondeJifcl thing? 1 cannot say. that I 
rejoice in haVing ,troubles of my own, bult if somebody else 
can bring·their trouble to us, and we can help 'them out ()If 
them, do you not think there is some ground for rejoicing 
the~e? And perhaps the very things that, we oorp.plain of 
oug~t Ix> 'Supply us 'With our chief cause of rejoicing. And 
when we are bowed down beneath some crush1ng weight, 
we oughJt ,to be. able to say, "Thank God for strength to 
toil up ·the hill, and . carry the 'load, and get real joy out 
of it." . 

I believe that dl'alt .iis the ~ecret of joy lin the' Christian 
life, becoming so related 'to other people that we 'become 
necessary ,t~ !them, by God's grace, and we begin to feel 
that God has put us into the world fur 'SOtne red purpose 
aJiter aU. ' 

But here is a won~erful thing: to "IiU up". WhaJt about 
tliese sulffecings? To "fill up that which i'S behind of 'the 
affliction'S of Christ in my flesh fur his 'body's sake, which 
is the church." Surely iit can nolt .mean, of course, that in' 
any sense we suffer the just !for t!he unjust as did our Lord! 
It cannot mean that our 'su:f.fering .could, by any means, 
impart merit 'to 'anyone else! Not tha:t. But yOu remember 
i!t is said of our Lord that !He 'WaS compassed with infirmi
ties; He was surrounded' by those 'who were ~nfinn. An9, 
furthermore, "He 'took not on mm the nature of 'angels; 
but hE:l took on him the seed df Abra!ha!1l"; He shut himself 
up Ix> 'a!II the 11mbtions of th.i'S mortaJl flesh, differing from 
us in tms, that He was ~inIeSs. Bult He suffered; He was 
weary; He was hungry; IJ;e groaned; He sighed. In 'llH their 
a!llfliotions He was afflicted. And I thlnk what Paul meant 
was this: he just" got a gliimpse of t!his truth' that God ip 
His mel'cy had called him Ito be .a minister of the gospel; 
and in some sma:.ll measure 'to .do fur other .people. what 
the 'Lord Himself wals doing: to !bear dther people's bur
dens; to share' other people's ~s; and he said, "I re
joice in the high priv:i~ege of heing a succourer of many." 

. Oh, how selfishly we >live, most of us. You have heai-d., 
have you not, of' the Iitrle boy who had a broken toy? His 
father waS Sitting in 'an easy chair reading. The little boy 
came wilth tears streaming down his face, W!l'"1th his broken 
,toy, and show~ it to his father. His father said, '~,o n9t 
bot!her me just now. 'I:am hl.~sy. Gb fo YOUT mother. And 
the ~litt1e /fellow went away, 'and he said, "I took it to daddy, 
~d 'he waS busy, and he would holt I-isten to .me." His 
molther said, "You must not interrupt daddy when he is 
busy" -:- some men 'are busy reading the newspapers, not 
so f;,usy oafter ,all, but his wife had Ix> she'liter her !bu'Sy hus
band, as they often do, even 1X;> the dllild~. And she. said, 
"You must not bother daddy .when he IS busy; :he IS too 
busy to bdther ~ut l}ittle things. like Ithalt." He said, "I 
knOw, but he might have sa;id 'Oh!' anyhow." Of course 
he might: WiH you let me say this, I have, had scores of 
people 'Say to, me, "·MaY I come to see .. you?" I say, "Yes; 
I do not know that it will do you ·any good. I do not know 
whether I can help you or nolt. Bult if you thin'k you wo.uld 
li'ke. to 'Come; by 'all means come." And they 'have poured 
out their tale {jf woe: told me 'all their troubles. And I 
have had to say, "Wel'l, I 3m sorry, I do not see that -there 
is' anything I can do. I Wish I couM." "Well it hlas dope 
me gt>OO..to tell you ·anyhow. Thank you for letltIing me tell 
you. I know you would help me i/f you couM." . 

This great-hearted 'apostle so related himself in.sympathy 
to' the whole 'body of God"s e'lect, that he sa;id, "If 'I cap 

s~ffer. anyth~ng for you; if I can carry 'an ounce of' YOUT 

load,·if I <;:an do ·anything:in the world to make me easier, 
if I can be in any measure like my 'M'aster, and go about 
doing good; I wiN rejOice :in thalt; I wiH be thankful /for. 
that opportun!ity, for His Body's sake, which is the Church." 

Thlis is 'a great chapter, and perhaps h m'ay shed a new 
light for some Oif you, upon some experience through which 
you' are -jus~ now passing, and you say, "Why should ,this 
come upon me? What have r done 'Ix> merit t'his? Why 
should I he troull:Jled in this way?". Oh, remember it may 
be Ith3.it God has put that high honour upon you; tha't He 
has said, in a way ,t!hat you do not 'underStand, "Just you 
go and stand by SOimeibody, and I will share his load with 
you ; and II wil1 help both of ~, and you wm both be 
richer for the experience:" "Tribulation ~rketh pati~nce; 
and patience, experience; 'and experience, hope: ~d' hope 
malketh nOt ashamed; betause the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unlto 
us." 
Novem'ber 6, 1930. 

We rejoice that daiqy requests have come from near 
and far requesting capies of Dr. T. T. 'Sb!idldil' booklet en
titled '''RUSSELlJIS'M OR RU'fHERFORDI'SIM". Only 
yesterday ·a requCS't reached us from Sas'ka'tchewan in re
sponse to our church advertisement in t'he Globe and Mail. 
(iF-or details Oif this booklet, see page 16.) , 

* * * * 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS helps Sunday School work in 

West Virginia. 
The foilowin~ letter tells the story: 

"I secured 'a copy of your paper date April 25, 1957, 
at a Sovereign Grace Conference at Ashland, Ken
tucky. The article by Dr. T. T. ShiieIds on The Struc
ture and Operation -of a ReaJl 'B~ble School, wail very 

. good. After conferring wit!h my Pas'tor, he, reading 
the artide, agreed it was vel"}" good, we decic;led to 
inqu~ if you wou'ld have extra copies that we might 
give to our .teachers and workeiI'S. 

"Along with this, please .include a one year sub· 
scriptlion to THE GOSPEL WITNESS AND PROTESTANT 
ADVOCATE.'" . 

Are there other Bible 'Schools who couid use the above 
a'rticle? 'Copies may be obtained from THE GoSPEL WIT-
NESS office. . . 

IN PRINT 

A. D II 111ft ell '0 I C'III'O i.ft i ... 
By C. H. Spurpon 

A brief. readutile ~ Scriptural oudble 
of the ba~c truths of. tbe faith. 

20 Pap 
Printed on fir" f'I'tIIk booi ,.,... 
Price - 10 c:enti or 12 for $1.00 

0nIeI' from: 
TBB GO,SPBL. WITNIlSS 

110 Gerrard St. E. • Toronto 2. Oa&. 

'. 
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July 25, 1957 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 

Dear Prospective Student: 

Dr. H. C. Slade. President 

337 JARVIS' STREET 

TORONTO 2. CANADA 

The courses outlined in this Prospectus are distinctly 
designed to produce Gospel ministers and Christian workers, who will' 

. be sound, scholarly, 'and spiritual. At the very inception of 
Toronto Baptist Seminary in 1927 the'Founder and first President, 
Dr. T. T. Shields, set forth what he called "an educational ideal 
for the Baptist ministry". Into this educationai ideal, which is 
reprinted 'on page 4, Dr. Shields incorporated what we maintain 
to be the New Testament standard for the ministry, and present-day 
educational requirements. It is with this worthy ideal in view that 
the whole curriculum of Toronto Baptist Seminary has been planned. 
We believe the field of service is wide open for Christian leaders 
who possess the abo~e essential qualities;" and the need for such, 
in churches and mission fields throughout the world, is extremely 
urgent. 

Toronto Baptist Seminary has no interest whatever in mere 
"cumberers of the ground". During the past thirty years of our 
history as a training centre for theological students, some hundreds 
have passed through the Seminary halls of learning. Most of these 

. have gone forth to give a good account of themselves as diligent 
workmen, and faithful servants of Jesus Christ. It was, however, 
while attending Toronto Baptist Seminary they began to learn the 
seorets of ministerial st~ength, and ministerial success. 

With an enlarged, efficient, and experienced Faculty, the 
facilities and courses 'of Toronto Baptist Seminary are offered to 
any young man or young woman who may qualify. 

This Prospectus is sent out with the hope that we may hear' 
from a number w.ho. with serious purpose. 'founded on a definite oall, 
are contemplating some form of full-time Christian service. 

Yours sincer-ely. 

(Taken from page three o.f the new 1957·1958 Prospectus, .fee back page) 

(255) 9 
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THE SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET 

:IN SPITE of the heat of a summer's dar., -the Word of 
, God was taught to a goodly number -In the Sunday 
,School. It is a constant inspiration to see the gall!!ry fiUed 
with the ch1ildren and teachers df the Bible School giving 
,attendance to the pre'dching df'God's Word. 
: Dr. Slade's mo~ning' subjedt . was entitled; "Look ~d 
Live", taken from !!he familiar verse, "And as ·Moses iifted 
up the serpent In the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
;man be 'lifted up: that whosoever b~lieveth' in hini should 
not perish, but have everIasting life." Reference was made 
to Christ as ·the teacher, for never man spake [.ike thlis man; 
'as the Exemplar, but that does not save. It was Christ on 
:Oa:l.vary, wounded .for our transgressions, bruised for our 

. iniquities. Numbers chapter 35 speaks of, the Cities of 
:reifugewhere safety was guaranteed, ~here the avenger 
·cou'ld not enter the gates. Christ is· our Refuge from the 
'curse of the 'law, for other refuge have we none. But here 
in this text only, we have Christ Himself speaking of the 
brazen serpent as a type of HimseJ.f, giving it the pre
emiinence of other types. 
, In ,this type· we 'see Grace. A stifif-necked people had ' 
mur-mured and brought judgment upon themselves in the 
'form of fiery serpent~. They were suffering unto death, and 
:Moses interceded - God in mer-cy provided 'the cure, for 
where sin abounds there does Grace much moreaJbound. 
. The Lord preaches on iif 'as He tal'ks to Nicodemus. Even 
so mast the Son of man be lifted up. What aid the Lord 
see in the fiery serpents? He saw sin, the worst foe that 
ever bit man. Israel had a contempt for God's way, they 
IOaithed the bread, even though God gave them angel's food. 
The Chr'istian I:ife is likened to a way, and how.many have 
:rebe'J.Ied against God's way! Why? Is the way too 'long? 
iIs heaven too far removed, beyond our reach? Is it- because 
of the enemies? Israel had to 'face the Amalaki,tes, the 
"PhrIistines. For such a warfare i,t ij~ difficullt to lbe a good 
'soldier and endure Hardness. It is wearisome to keep on 
standing, Is the way ltoo narrow? We are living in a day of 
broad-mindedne'ss, but God's Word says, narrow lis the way 
,whiCh leadeth unto Hfe. ' 

When God's people left God's way, and went on their 
own way, they met serpents. 'Sin does its terrible work, 
Jor you cann'Ot foillow the <;'OUrse of thlis world without hav
ing to do wi'th the awful serpent of sin and Its venom, 
:which brings malignant pain and suffering. The w~y of the 
:transgres~or is hard, ifor whatsoever 'a man soweth, that 
,shall he a.\so reap. "Look not upon the wine when it is red, 
~vhen it giveth its colour in the cup, when it moveth itself 
aright. At l\1e 'last it biteth lik,e a serpent, and stingeth like 
:an adder." 
: Israel saw rhat the bites were fatal. Sin takes i,ts toll. 
;To-d"ay milJ.ions ·are dying. We need to have a look at the 
'world's r.ondirlion through sin. In order that God might 
;show to Eze'kie1 the declining state of Israel He gave him 
:the vision of the val'ley of dry hones, !ltatin~, ''Th~ .is the 
'who'le house of IsraeL" N~ one ' .... as left to bury the dead. 
)n thi'S world the serpent brings its wages of death, for the 
:soU'1 that sinneth ·it mus't die. Do we reallize the seriousness 
·of sin, the awfll1 consequences of inijquhy? Men are lost 
wi'fuout Christ. Do we be'lieve i,t? Moses 'saw it. People were 
dying on every hand because df the serpent's bite. 

What did Christ see in the pole? There was an ant'idote 
,effedtiive for the healing of the people. Nothing could he 
:c1evised to abate the force of the 'creatures, They were help-

le~~. The hem't of the go~pel i~ thi~: Do fOU see Me com· 

ing from heaven, dying for the sins of, the world as the 
Lamb of God? What a blessed GOspel! As Israel was· in
'debled ,t'O God for the erection of the serpent of brass, the 
Lord instituted the Supper, in rememlbrance of His deaJth, 
when He was lifted up. On the cross was the on'ly Remedy, 
when C'hrist gave His 'life a ransom for many. 

Look! ,was the. simple mean's 'Of aure. 'Look and 1.ive! No 
matter how desperate your c'OnditiiOn, or h'OW f-ar distant 
you might be. "I wilq look unto the Lord, my hope is !in 
him." He says in Isaiah, "Look unto me, 'and be ye saved, 
a:I.·1 the ends of the earth; for 'I ·am God, and beSide me 
there is none else." 

This is it!he text which,was used of God to bring C. H. 
Spurgeon to live. Is there one who will look? 

Do you see that you need pa:rd'On? Do You say that 'Sin 
is so powerful that you cannot overcome? For that. reason; 
look Don't look anywhere else ''{er there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved." 

At 6 'O'clock while some gathered for prayer lin Greenway 
Chapel, others were giving testimony in the open-air serv-
ice in ~Uan Gardens. Our prayer is that Ithese hundreds in 
the park, who are seeking refuge from the heat, may find 
rest and 'refuge in the Lord Jesus Christ. Each Sunday we 
rejoice in those who accept fhe ~nvlita!tion . to 'hear the gos
pell a.'t the regular evening service at seven o'clock 

A timely ~essage 'On "The Second Com'in~ of Christ -
Fact or Fiction", 2 Peter 3:10, 14, and TItus 2:13, was 
brought by Dr. Sl-ade, and broadcast over CHWO, Oa!kviUe, 
(dial 1250). We are living in a momentous era ,in "the 
last days". Pentecost was the 'beginning of "the last days" 
in fulf1ilment of the prophet Joel, ActS 2: 16. Some may say, 
"These are long last days.". When will .the end be? That day 
and hour knoweth no man, hut 'at the end of the i'ast days 
Christ wi'i'l come. Are you ready f'Or that hour? The world 
is the scene where God is operating. Has die world lest 
sight of Him? He has not I'Ost sight df the world, Jesus· 
Christ has pres'ideCI at all !the movemen~ of history. At the 
flood ·God wa.tched the decline. !He sent the flood, and 
with one family began anew. God interposed in the call 
to Abraham to keep His name in remembrance. 'At 'Sinai 
the voice of the' Eternal One was heard by !!he multitudes. 
God is the Governor of the 'W'Orld. This world is His. The 
earth is the Lord's, and the ftl'1ness thereof. AN must one 
day give an account to God. 

In the new economy a miracu'ious 'age was ,ushered in 
by 'the :supernatural virgin bir!Jt. of Jesus Christ. The corn
ing of the Holy Spirit was another dem'Onstra.tion thaJt God 
wOU'ld not leave tis 'Orphans. Has God left the governing 
of the world? He must reign. "The kingdoms of thi's world 
are become 'the kiingdoms of our Lord, and df his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever." 

Hear Him again: "God 'has ,appointed a day in the which 
he will judge the world in righteoU'sness", 

The great event t'O look for is the second coming of 
Christ. God's people qook beyond the boundS df this HIlt'le 
tiime, with ·expectancy and desire. Many unbeIievers think 
of an historic Jesus, one who oJived, diee, and went away, 
bu!!: do not beJ:ieve that He is coming back. H~s coming is 
a certainty: "This same Jesus, which is Taken up from you 
into heaven, shalll so come in Hke ~ner as ye have 'seen 
him go 'into heaven (Act's 1: 11). Christ H~self prom
ised to come bacik again in John, cha:pter fourteen. His 
parables and teachings are fuB of His return, The p}an 

of redemption demands Christ'~ coming 'agaIn. Th'e first 
. ' 
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time He wore a crown of thorns. the second time He is 
t9. wear a crown ·of glary. We 'know ndt!\he hour, but·we· 
do know this. His coming' will be: vIi~ble, "Every eye shaU 
see him"; audibie, "Tl.te 'trumpet s~anl ~nd", "for~he 
Lord himself shal'l descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the 'archang~l, and wi.th the trump of God" j 
sudden, une~pected'ly, "'as a thief in·the·night". .. 

If He should come to-night are You prepared for the 
evenit? Will you prepare and receive Christ as Saviour? 
Trust 'in His finished work. May God -lead many Ito trust 
Him. 

One of the largest crowds ever seen at gur open air serv
iceS in AUan Gardens drew near Ito the church grounds to 
sing the ~ hymns, hear wo~ o! testimony 'and specill!i 
music. Dr. Slade brought a soul-stirring message from LU'ke 
chapter 15, "The 'Prodigal Son". . 

Itt was good to have been once again in the presence of 
the !Lord in 'the midst -of His people, to :proclaim the glori-
ou'S gospel of the grace of God. . 

-W.P.B. 

CENTRAL BAPTIST TORONTO 
The -little church at the' comer of Ossington and Hallam 

is getting' exJtra blessing from two sources at ,the time of 
writing. '.. . . 

The Vacation Bible School IS reaching albout a hundred 
clliUdren of the district, many of whom are new Canadians. 
The school this year is being run in three group'S: 'age 3-5, 
6-8 9-15. The pre-school group, which is a new under
taking for us is especia!llly encouraging with some of the 
mothers coming daily with their children. It is promiSing 
the greatest number of prOSpeots for our Bible School. The 
programme ,includes a 'Bible Story, handwor)\., play, rest and 
refreshments. In the senior groups lessons have been from 
the Gospels, and Acts .. Handicralft projects 'have included 
asbestos modelling, Scripture plaques. pictures made with 
bark from trees, finger-painting, paper sculpt\lre, etc. T\\'O 

part Singing is 'a:lso proving very attractive. Points for extra 
reading have encouraged ~me Ito re~d. the ":hdle ~ the 
book of Act'i. 'Stress has agam ,been la'ld on. SCripture: mem
orization. Some ·decisions for Christ have been registered. 
Apart from' the ~lued musicall asSistance 'of 'Miss Marion 
Vei't the schooi is being run on loca:l talent. 

The other blessing is coming from open aiir services i~ 
WiIl'lowva!le Park Bloor 'arChristie, every Sunday from 8. b 
to 9.15. p.m. C~ds 'Of up to two hundred diligently l,istcn. 
to the exhortations given. Tracts 'in ·~wo dozen d~fferent 
languages 'are given out each week Whtle our band IS sma:I.1 
the Lord has been pleased to bless our.efforts. 

We praise the Lord for these sources of encouragement. 
. -G. ADAMS 

SEMINARY C~LEND~R FOR. THE YEAR 1957-58 

Registratio~ ..................... Monday, September 23, at 2.30 p.m. 
Lectures Begin _____ ..: __ Tuesday, September 24, at 8.g0· a.m. 
Convocation ...... : .................................................................. :......... October 17 
First Quarter' Examinations ............. : ............. November 12-15 
Christmas Vacation.. .... ... ...... December 21 ~ January 6 
'Second Quarter 'Examinations ............................. January 14-17 
Third Quarter Examina~ons ..................... : .............. March 11-14 
Fourth Quarter Examinations ......................... April 29 - May 7 
Graduation ............... : .................................................................. , ................... May 8 

NEW LIFE 
"Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, 

it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit."-John 12:24. 
"Oh, how I would'ltke to be a beautiful flowl;!r li:ke you!" 

said a little seed named Pea-wee to a sweet-pea bloSl!Om 
one day. "I would like to be as pretty as you are, and 
have a sweet perfume. Perhaps, then, if I were like you, 
the gardener woulld choose me to send 'to lthe room of the 
princess. They say she loves f'lowers. She 1S very si<:k, you 
know, and cannot run a:bout·l'ike the other children. ,They. 
say that ne;u-Iy all her life she has had to 'lie on her back. 
I wish I could help to make her happy." . 

"Perhaps you wiIi," replied ehe flower. "lot wiU soon be 
time :for you to ru~ away down f.r:om this high .pl~ce;-<l:nd 

· flind a littlle hote in the gro~nd. The wann e'arit!h will ~ver 
· you aN up, and you will go :to sleep in the dark until the 
spring comes, and then you wi'll wa:ken 'again and become 
a beautiful filower." . . 

"But" sa'id little Pea-wee, "must I go down into the 
dark b~nd 'and go ',to s.Jeep for a long tim.e 'al! by. myself? 
I don't want to do ,that! I would ra:ther Just grow to be 

'a '~lower without goirig in:~o :the ground and.f(llling asleep." 
"Oh," replied the flower, "rou cannot do that! I had 

to go into the ground 'and ~Ieep for many a day and many 
a. night. Once, when ,the wind was 'blowing very hard, I 
heard a. voice say: 'Are ,'ou aH ready, litt!le seed?' and I 
saJid. 'Yes, I am 'ready.' Then I began to fall down, until 
T cMne right to the ground. Nea.r by I saw a ho'le juSt 'Ia·rge 
enouah for me, and into it I slipped, and' it was not very 
long "'until I was covered over with the eart!h and the 
leaves and the snow. Then I went 'Sound asleep, put one 
pay I 'again heard a voice callil}g me, and i,t said. 'Wake 
up!. wake up! litVle ~eedj spring 'i~. here! spring is here!' 
And I rubbed mv eve~ Very h'ard and s'tarted to -grow. Soon. 
I felt the warm ~n'~hine ;:;'nd the soft rain. around me, and 
I grew quicker and stronger un'bi'l I pushed righlt out. of 
the ground into the sumihine. It was Ilovcl}' ,to be awa,ke 
and ~ out again. I grew vel)' quickly after ,that, and now 
vou see I am 'a <filower. I should think Itha:t 'a I'ilttle Pea
~ee l'ike you would be wi'lling to go into the ground 'and 
take the long sleep." 

Then . little Pea-wee cried, :'Why, yes, I Ithink, after al<l, 
J wou'ld I:i'ke to go. H the heavenly Father too'k care of y?u. 

· He wil'! ,ta:ke care -of me." So rhe next time 1f!he· wind blew 
hard, instead' of holding ontiight, little Pea-wee a'llowed 
hersel:f to be blown down 'to the ground. She 'found a dear 
l~tt1e hdle Ito fit her 'and' was soon in it and fa~t asleep. 
After the w'inter had gone by; and the warm' ti~e had 
come again, o;he grew up into 'a beautiful pink sweet~pea. 
'And would \'Oll believe it. one day the gardener came'by 
wifu his hands f\l'll ~ blosS'On1s for the sick princess, and 
when he saw litde 'Pea-wee, so pink and Straiight and beauri
fuL he said. "Ah! I must have this little flower, she is the 
"cr)' color that the princeS'S I~ves best.". '. '. 

.: '. -A Begmners' Course In B,ble Study. 
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'Oiff-i'culties and Advantage's' of an 
Evangelical Ministry 

By Alexander J'inet. (translated from 'he French) 

AFTER haring esta:blish~d -the exce'llency df the min
istry, it might appear idle tfo adjust the balance of 

the advantages 'and: disadvanlt'ages which it can offer, as a 
prof~ssion or as ·a pomtion, to those who consecrate them
selves to n. 'But, ,a,qthough ,this exce'l~ency involves' the whole 
question in the view of him who recognizes 'and feels it, 
and althaugh, in the viiew of one who does not ifeel it, the 
quest!ion of the advantages and inconveniences of a posi
tion which he ought never to embrace, has not even an 
interest of cuxliosity - yet I do ndt think I am .c~Hed upon 
·toplace myself in so ·alb.solute a point of view, ·and 'to 
reason 'as if the second quesliion possesSed an interest en-
tirely independent of the first. . 

Let us begin' With the difficulties, the pains,. and the 
dangers dhhe ministry. . . 

The ministry is very different according as it i"s regarded 
at a distance or near at hand; and it i~ important for us 
to view lit dose'ly. (It is not possible to have a true knowl-. 
edge of its.duties when it is regarded 'at 'a diistance; lilt is, 
howeve.r, necessary to gain 'a general acquainttance with 
them:) "WhiCh of you, intending to build a' tower, sitteth 
not down I{.irst, 'and counteth the cos't, whether he have 
sufficient 'to finish it?" (Luke 14: 28-30). Doubtless· it is 
necessary ~ be .a Christian at any cost whatever, and from 
this very necesSity we may conclude that the cost is no.t 
too great for anyone; 'but the character of pastor dpes not 
replace that of Christlian, 'hut is added on to it; itt forms 
an addition, and ·iJt -is thls additiOn that must be computed. 
(We ought to see 'if the cost is ,too great for us;' 'thus we 
sha:ll avoid painful and discourag!ing surprises . 

. (There are two ways of making this exam·ination. In the 
first place we may exam"ine a:l'l the extreme poSitions, the 
extraordinary ~ituations, ithe 'most perilous cases. If there 
IS an}"thing that is tragic in the "fife of the Christi!an, it exists. 
much more ih the Fife of the pastor, who' is the :pattern
Christian. In the second place, we may examine ordinary 
cases. The dlifference does not lie in the nature of these 

. cases, but in their frequency. 
('Extraordinary ca'Ses are so called, because, through the 

gOodness of Gold they ire rare; but it cannot be superfluous 
to ~e'ak of them. There are times when "those who build 
the wall ... work with one hand, and with Ithe other hand 
hold"a weaPon," (Neh. 4: 17). Perhaps this is the case now. 
Besides, it 'is not that which strikes the eye that makes ·t!imes 
ordinary or e~ra:ordinary; in rea:!ity, ,a,ql rimes are' more qr 
less what we ourselves make them. AU times may be 
sublime, . just 'as we ma:ke the most· extraorqinary times 
prosaic. The ministry is extraordinary at aU times. There 
is 'a heroic way of conceiyling of it,and that is the only true 
way. The min!istry is 'an office of devOtedness, 'and in order 

. that we may not .take one ,thing for 'another, we must ele
vate our ·idea of the ministry to its highest perfection, and 
view:it in .its most arduous moments. For ourselves we are 
perpetually descending be10w our 'true position; what, then,. 
can he more fani1" than to seek ·our ideal of ithe mlinistry in 
some middle pdint, instead df seeking it 'at the very summit. 
In order, therefore, that we may not: rem:a!in on too low a 
level, we must choose for our. idea:! the most exceptional 

cases, 'and ·ask ourselves· whether we shou1d' b~ ready !'O 
accept the ministry of missionaries laJrnOng savage na,tions 
- the ministry of the ma:rtyrs. We must, at the· oUltllet, 
place lbefore us what is almost ~i"ble, otherWise we do 
not: attain to an adequate idea of the ministry. In whatever 
poSiltion 'it may be exercised, ,the ministry retains its iden
tity; nothing ca~ make it change - neither times of d!i!ffi
cuhy nor times of tranquiiHty. 'For a time God may allow 
·us to enjoy a quiet posit,ion; but the ,ministry implies the 
most perilous situaitlons -:-. it &s always 'a Complete sacrif.ice 
of body an'cl spirit in the service of the church. We .'shouid, 
·therefore, place before our minds the grea,test diifficulties, 
not onl'Y that we may.bring an extraordinary spirit to ordin
ary occasions, but because that which appears to. us im
poslftb'le is not so in reality. 

(The ·history of the church is made up of a succession 
of periods of trouble and of peace, and these periods are 
unforeseen. The most 'Profound disturbances are not aI
ways announced by unmista!keabile presages, and certainly 
not by distant warnings: in the evening the heaven is calm, 
on the morrow the storm breaks out, and there is nOthing 
'to enable us to foresee the 'approach of stormy times. I,t 
is as in the days of Noe: "They were eating 'and drin'k:ing, 
.marrying an'd giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and ·knew not until the flood came, 
and took them ail'l away," (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26, 
27). Our 'agti has great faith in institultions and their 
effica:cy, and, dOubtleSS,. they have great influence; never
rheleS\!, the claws of the wihld animal soon grow agalin; and, 
in the midst of civilization, human nature 'aIIways retains 
its savage. state; it has on1y heen 'l:amed by soc'i~y. There 
are pas'sions which orily soJeep in the 'heal't: of man, and, in 
spite of the security which is provided by social institu
tions, we can never be secure against thart: hatred of men 
to ,the gospell, which is always alive in their hearts, and 
which only more violently displays itself as Ohristianity 
advances. We mu!>t, then, regard. revolut!iOnsand persecu
tions as probable, even :as we regard natural :plagues as 
probable. EspeciaUy wiU storms break over Christianity; 
it must, more than 'anything else, d'raw upon 'itself haltred 
and love; its normal condi~tion is neither a!hsdlute9.y one of 
troublle nor 'absolutely One of peace. In truth. it does not 
want pe~e - God grants it peace in order that it may be 
tempered anew. But a too long calm -might be fat:a!l to it-
it must have troubleS and tempests. . 

(Everyone, therefore, hefore he enters Ithe ministry, 
ought to 'bring these critical epochs viiv.idly hefore his mind, 
and to 'ask hi~self, What shall I do? It wiU, .perhalps, be 
necessary .that i~ a plague or a time of war,· I should give 
'my me for -my flIock, even 'as Jesus Christ gave his life 'for 
us. And shall 'I be prepared to do 'SO? In oU'r times there 
is no persecutiion, except that sometimes we are ridiculed. 
These Times may cltange: we may be persecuted - that is, 
threatened in our property, our fumjlJies, our persons. Such 
a situ:ation is 'as nomiaiJ as 'any other; it is not more 
na,tural;fo go with regularity and ltranquiLity to church, and 
to go through its services peacefuUy, th'an to go to the 
sta!ke; to be persecuted through wife 'and children; to en-. 
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counter the wrath of :the great of the earth, 'and perish corresponds to the inner man, to the conscierice, which· it 
under ,the strokes of thelir fury; ~ be eded, or to exercise mu'lrt reach by piercing through the 'Superficiai crust of 
a -lalborious ministry an extreme poverty. We miight even habit· and prejudice which intercepts the light of 1!ruth.· 
say .tmt peaJee' is the exception. A1Il crises; moreover, are .The inner man, from its obsoure hiid1ing-place stretches out 
not of an exter.ior .!Character; !there are times as difficult its hand to the gospeil; there is a secret intelligence !between 
as times of persecution -:times of heresy or elTOr, when the '~wo. 'But what obstacles have to be surmO'linted! how 
the greater number of ,thO'Se 'associated with us In the min- difficult is it to reunilte the divided ,threads! 
istry do not preach the gospel. These 'are tiimes in which (S't. Gregory, expounding the 'idea of ,the diversity of 
we must struggle for tru'th, 'and· ~rink from no sacrifices. feellings and 'Characters, remarks that truth :is one, but that 
.Even now do we see error and heresy raising .their heads; is sOmetimes mil'k and sometime's meat, according as it is 
we have to com!blllt those who enervate the gospell - and supted to dilf·ferent individua.!ls. Now' it IS necessary that we 
we ought, consequentlly, to expeot calumny and hatred should give to every one the nourish1menlt best suhed to him. 
from many quarters. . Certain truths repel some, and attract others; de'9troy some, 
- (In our country, and in our day; the ministry may be and, 'Save others: we mu'st, therefore, giive the same truths 

exercised in a position 'that is suhstanti-ally independent; under dlifferent fOIms to different in~ividuals. The pas
but is it certain diat this wiilH last, 'and that we shall not torall government is the government of individualities; civil 
one day, be :cal'led upon to exercise our ministry in poverty.? l'aw does not trouble itself with differences of character). 
Tl1e time during which, the pastor is a su:f.fragan has already Thus ·the first characteristic excdlence Oif the ministry 
eilements of difficulty; but, .a:l though it is evil in one sense, constitutes also. its first di;f~iculty. 
it has, nevertheless,its blesslings; the calliing is purified by ~. The great labour of a ministerial life. 
these . trials. . The poor,. the sick, sc'hools, good offices of charity,. inter-

. (We mum not fear to present before our m:inds these vention to promote.peace, official correspondence, sermons, 
more gloomy views 'Of the ministry. We must .tell ourselves catechising. The multitude and onerous narure of dut.ies 

. that this career of heroism is one of hardship. All pastors do nO't authorize . neglect df .the serinon, whlich is the only 
ought to be heroes, for Christianity is already heroi9IIl in mode 'Presented to us of reaching some people; or cate
the 'laity; the Chrisman lis an undeve'loped hero, a hero in chising, whioh, in a sense, gives us the guidance of each 
spil'it. The dg'ht possessed by 'Protestant ministers O'f hav- generation 'as it makes.iIls appea:rance in the world. But this 
ing famii}'ie's does not at all change their' positiot:l; it only enumeration doe's not express aH, because even where aU 
renders their. devotedness the more d'ilffioult. The priem these details are not realized, the ministry must gaiin .in 
is ·aJIone. Last'ly, the Protesfant m!iniister is not exempted profundity wh8lt it 'loses "in extent. The smallest pari~h 
from any sacrifice; he must give nis life.if that be required ought to become, by .the zeal of him whO' ministers to it, as 
of him; and every sacrifice will be so mUlCh lthe more onerous ·as the largest; this work has no limi.t, no point 
painful, that his family will share 'in the suffering which 'i,t where m'ateria1s fail,. arid occasions of tisefulness must be 
may ooca~ion. To d~"Ote himself iIs his business. And why sought at 'a di'S'tance, When they 'are wantiing neaxer at hand. 
should devotedness be more. painful to him than it is to a . He 'is nO't a true irriita!tor O'f the first of ministers who is 
physidan. for example, concerning whom no one inquires not "eaten up" by the zeal of God's house. To ·give an idea 
whether he 'is a married man?) of the extent of pastoral bhour, we may say, that all the 
. Let us now iook at the evange'l'ica!l ministry lin ordin~ry exterision which, in 'any other profession, the most exa:lted 
times, no 'longer in times of conflict or of persecudion.· OU.r enthus~asm or Ithe mO'St unbounded ambition cou!ld suggest 
observaJtions will, without exrc'luding 'any Situation, apPly to to the man WhO' exe.rcises it, is only the exact measure of 
rhe greater number of cases, to the most ordinary porsition ,that wmch the pastor should include lin the simple idea of 
-as that of the country pastor. his office. 

The ininisfuy, according'to Gregory Na2iianzen, is "a tem- 3. Uniformity of the labor required. (There are 'Iabours 
pest for the soul". Chrysostom . says, "A bishop IS mote whlich 'are more uniform, .but where the 'kind of labour com
agitated by cares and sto'rms Itha,n the sea is by winds and . peruates for the uniformity. The ill efifects O'f unifonnilty 
tempests." Consider: are more especially man~fest in delicate things and matteI'S 

1. The difficulty of governing, by purely moral means, of sentiment; they ·are far 'l~ 'Serious m other professions 
a multitude of minds and spirits very variously constituted. in which there ~is 'less 'to lose, in wbi~hthere is a less dcllicate 

"I:here 'are in this multitude, many component clements edge to !be blunted. Du'ties which rest 'Upon 'Sentiment be
which dO' riot harmonize well with one another. The min- come in 'time insupportaib'le, unless the Spirit of GOd re-

. iSter's work is ·to govern this ~tate, and obt'alin not omy an vives the soul continuaUy. If anywhere 'un'ifo'rmiity 'is to be 
exterior but .an iinteriO'r obedience. He must subdue not dreaded, Ij,t &s in the work of the ministry. How can you 
only the acts but a:lso the thO'ughts (if the members, and fail to be terrified, when a so1emn duty presents itselif, and 
·reduce them to unity; 'and a11 this by persuasion, for "the your heart: feels perfectly chilled, when .all around you is 
weapons of our warfare are not 'Carn1d" (2 Cor. 10:4). In great, and a,qt within your soul is little? Before a scene of 
one sense political government 'is more easy Ithan thlis; it death, for instance, habit may have left the heart wId and' 
h'as mate'rial force's; "j,t has pulblic op'inion - fO'r the gov- unimpressed. Of th'is there is immense danger, ·.and if .there 
ernment lis,. more or l(!ss, the expressiO'n (jf the mind of . were no remedy, it would be better for us to renounce the 
sOciety. It can do no more than society, in hs best ele-' minlistry. Bu't there is one. 
ment's, detemnines; it follows. the march of public opinion. . Thi'S unifmm lalbour is without.the prospects 'and chances 
The pastor has to conduCt men where they have no des'ire of other profeSsions; (there is no prospect of ·ascending to 
to folqoW him; he has to in'duoe them to receive ideas whidl a higher degree in t~e sociai hierarchy. We must say to our
they never thought of, and which they' are disinclined to selves - I wil'l do the same during the whole of my life 
accept, and regard as fooIiishness; and here we see the t're- without ever forsaklng it, without ever lootang fO'r a Wider 
mendous difficulty of the pa~tora:l -government. The gospel prospedt in the horizon of my earthly existence) . 
is, human - belongs unquestionalbly Ito 'true humanity; it 4. Labour ill appreciated. The 'l'3!bour of the pastor is 
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ill 'appreciated by most people, at ieast in respect of its 
weight and intensity. The peasantry, especia[lly, regard as 
an idler the·man who does not iabour With· his hands; they 
do not understand how !truly the oJalbour of the spirit is' 
la!bour. And ,though -the la!bour of the mind may find some 
to appreciate it, yet the 'labour of the heart - prayer, 
spiritual concern for ~e flock - who wi'bl regard this?' 
The pastor must submit to be 'lilttle understood. 

5. Many 'sad and painful duties. The principa!l occasions 
when the serVices of rel~gion ·and the m'iniistry are required 
are" in times of suffering. What sad' di'sroveries are made 
in this circumnavigation of human misery! (The gospel is 
a moral dispensary. There is a gospel, because there are 
mall:adiestobehealed.Th.e minister visits the sJ»ltitU'aHy, 
sick, but he also viSoiit!s those whose diseases a:re bodily, or 
who .suffer from any kind of sadness. Often sickness and 
death are the only pOrters which give him admission into 
a house. Wha!t a' mournifu'l entrance! One would sooner 
witne'ss the mlise~ies of the body - the seen'es of dissolUTIon 
whiich are present every day to the physician - than the 
miseries of the soul. The sighlt of moral eVil, and especia}l}y 
the . analysis of it, pollutes and corrupts the soulI of anyone 
who has received the 'terrible gift of 'knowing man without 
knowing God. The true m'rnister douhtless does know God, 
but the 'fiery darts of the wicked one sometimes find a Haw 
in hils breastplate. A man may become misanthropic, and 
see the fire of charity elC1:inguished within him.) 

Lastly, lthe. minister has to endure pains of the heart as 
li.tt1e comprehended by most men,as ·the work of the pastor 
is· . 'little appreciated. (Thus if he has found a heart hard, 
but hypocritical, which has eluded a11 the effort's of his 
benevolent 'activity - if a sou'l has not been saved because 
of circumstances which he oughlt to have foreseen - no 
One. will underSotand that he Sou'ffers from it. . And, yet the. 
greatest compens'atlion we canrecelive for our sorrows, is 
to be understood by those around us.) 

6. The sacrifice of many, even innocent pleasures. (He 
must often renounce many things which are innocent in 
themselves, but 'which m~ght offend those who are weak 
in :faith. The measure of this interdiction varies, but' it' 
nevertheless exist's.) 

7. Talent lost and rusting in obscurity - (It cannot be 
that every man of talent shou'ld Ibe placed where 'he will 
be appreciated. It. is hot 'a grat'ification of self-10ve which 
is here in question, but the exercise of an activity. This is 
a sacri!fice, but it is One that must be made. And after all, 
there is a va'St amount of buried taden't in the wodd. We 
are not responsibie for'. GOd's 'arrangement's, . and we must 

. accept them without repining.) ~ 

8. Isolation painful to one who has known the charms 
of. social life and of intercourse with kindred minds. 

9 . .A species of fear and distrust which the pastor in~ 
spires. (To many men he iis the representative of !the gloomy 
side of human existence). The min'ister seems to wear the 

, mourning of life. His own me is grave,and gravity always 
borders on sadness. (This ban'ishes him To a 'kind of soli
tude, which augments that solitude...which he must otf neces
sity create for hiimse'l.f, in order to act 'in a ,manner becom
ing his posiltion.) 

10. The double danger of pleasing and of displeasing the 
world. If the Pastor'pleases it, he ~ attracted by th'is success, 
and' wishes to 'assure himself df it for the future; it is hard 
for hlim to find hlmsclf desertedaJfter he has been "!feted; 
apart from aU self-love, it ;is painful to renounce !the friendly 
sympathy of our feliows, 'and to be no longer at peace :with 

, , 

a1~ men. If he displeases it he is embittered or irritated, 
and does all he can·to d!isplea!Jie it sti11 more. (It is possible 
to 'a:buse the idea thalt the truth dffends - ,to wish to add 
to thls unpopularity of the truth before the heart !is con
quered and won by it. The miniister c;mght to conciHate the 
affection of the members df hi's flock; and if he is un
popular, he oughlt. to examine his cOnduct, in. order to see 
if ,this unpopUlarity does not arise from himseH. However 
this may 'be, the danger exlists - our path is '~ong the edge 
of a double abyss.) " . 

(Concluded in next wee1r:'s issue) 

CHRIST THE BEGINNING AND THE END. 
A sermon that has no Christ &n lit isa dead faHure. The' 

minister who devotes hiS pulpit to everyil!lling Qut' Christ, 
is 'an impostor. Whatever great theme we may discuss" 
Christ must be the 'beginning and !the end. 'From His han~ 
we get our commisSoion at first, and to that same hand 
we at la'St surrender it. 

Though a coillege may give you a ~ploma, ana the 
presbytery lay.their hands on your head, if Christ send you 
not forth, you are on a fool's errand; and though the schools 
rejeclt you as incompetent, if the Lord God teliis you to 
preach, you have a right to go, and there is at least one 
puipit in the world where your right to piuclaim It!be mes-
sage is acknowledged. , 

A sermon devoted:to ·metaphySics ·is a stack 'of dry com
stai'ks after the corn has been ii-pped oult with the husking 
peg. A sermon given 'Up Ito sentimentall 'and flowery speech 
is as a nosegay flung' to 'a drowning sailor. A sermon de-' . 
voted to moral essay !is a basket of chips to help on the 
great burning. What the world needs now is to be told 
in· the most forthfight way of Jesus ChriSt, who lIaves men 
from etetnaJl damnation. 

Scores of ministers, yielding to !the demands of the age for 
elegant rheto-ric; and soft Sopeech, ·and flattering 'apostrophe, 
have surrendered their pullpi,ts to the devil, "horse, foot, 
and dragoon." 

• -R. DE'Wrrr TALMAGE 

How strange is the course that a Christian must steer. 
How perplexed is the path he must tread. ' 
The hope of his happiness rises from fear. 
And his life he receives froIn the dead. 

His fairest pretensions must wholJily be waived. 
And his best resolutions be crossed; -
Nor can he expect. to be perfectly saved, 
Ti'H he finds himself utterly lost .. 

When 'all this is done, and his heart is assured, 
Of the total remission of sins,. . . 
When ~is pardon is signed 'and his peace, ~s procured, 
From that moment his confliot begins. 

-J. 'HART, 1712. 

Jarvis Streal Chum 
WEEKLY BROADCAST 

SuncIaJ 7.30- 1.30 P.M. 
'(1210) CHWQ 0aIcYI11e 
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Bihlt~ School Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 Third Quarter LessOR 5 August 4, 195:1 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THB PROPHETS VISION 
Lesson Text: Habakkuk 2:1-4, 12-20. 
Golden Text: "For the earth shalfbe filled with the knowledge 

of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 
-Hab.2:14. . 

Introduction: 
Little is known of the personal history of the prophet 

Habakkuk, nOl' of the time of liia prophecy, except that he 
speaks of the approacbing invasion by the Cbaldeans or 

. Babylonians, who came to power during the pertod 625:-589 
B.C. Altogether tbere were three· such invasions in the 
reigns of Jehoiakim, Jeboiac:l).in and Zedekiah (2 Kings 
24:1, 7, 10-15; 25:1-6), and apparently Habakkuk refers to 
all three. He probably propbesied toward the close of 
Manasseb's reign (2 Kings 21:10-18). 

Tbere is a resemblance between the message of Nahum and 
that of Habakkuk. Both were perplexed by the problem of 
the seeming freedoni from punisbment enjoyed by the wicked, 
whereas the righteous were suffering. To both propbets tbe 
Lord revealed the fact that His boliness would ultimately be 
vindicated in the punishment of the evil-doers (Nah. 1; 2, 8: 
Hab .. 1:5-7, 12). 

The Propbecy of HabBkkuk may be analyzed as follows: 

I. The Holiness of God and the Prophet's Burden 
(chap. 1). , 

. II. The Holiness of God and tbe Prophet's Vision 
(chap. 2). . 

III. The Holiness of God and the Prophet's Prayer 
(chap. 3). . 

A profitable study might be made of the duties and min
istry of the propbet of God as expounded in this book: 
(1) His burden-the sins of the time (1:1). 
(2) His resource-to call upon God (1:2). 
(8) His privilege-to hear the word of the Lord (1:5). 
(4) His duty-to watcb and wait for the revelation of God 

(2:1). . 
(5) His command-to write the vision, to cOJamunicate the 

sacred truth in a clear Dianner to others (2:2-4). 
(6) His activity - prayer to God on behalf of himself and 

the people (8:1, 2). . 
(7) His attitude - praise to God' (8:3-16). 
(8) His assurance - confidence in God at all times, under 

all circumstances (3:17-19). 

I. God's :q:oliness and the Patience of the Just: verses 1-4. 
The prophet, burdened because of sin prevailinJr in the 

land, was told that the Lord would raise up the Cbafdeans or 
Babylonians as a rod to punish the inhabitants' of Judah 
(Hab. 1:5-11: Isa. 10:5). But these men, although used as 
instruments in God's hand, would themselves offend by· their 
pride and self-sufficiency (lsa. 80:31) •. This situation cre
ated a new problem: how could the Lord in His holiness 
allow the wicked Babylonians to punish the Israelites, who 
were more righteous than they (verses 12-17)! 
. In his per.plexity Habakkuk prayed earnestly to the Lord 

and watched for a revelation of. His holiness. He determined 
to stand upon the watchtower, as it' were, and "station him
self upon his fortress" (lsa. 21:8-12), waiting to see what 
the Lord would say to him (1 Sam. 8:10; Psa. 85:8: Mic. 
7:7), and what he should reply, as they reasoned the matter 
out together (Isa. 1:18: Jer. 12:1). The marginal reading 
in verse 2 is, "what I shall answer in my arguing" (Job 
~8:5-7; 31:35~87). 

God answers prayer in His own time and manner. Habak
kuk received a~ answer which abundantly. satisfied. his zeal 
for the holiness of God. Moreover, the vision vouchsafed to 
the prophet was to be recorded, written plainly, that those' 
\,!ho read it might understand, and might hasten to communl-

cate it to others (lsa; 8:1; 80:1; 2 Cor. 8:12). Tlie Lord does 
not disclose His truth to satisfy curiosity, but to enhance His. 
own glory. 

The promised vision would relate to the future and be ful
filled in God's appointed time (Jer. 27.:6-8:. Dan. 8:26: 10:1, 
14). It would, however, be sure and certain (Psa. 102:13; 
Heb: 10:36, 37), and would in the end be a full disclosure of 
the truth. The problem of the prosperity of the wicked would· 
be solved. Therefore, let the prophet be patient in his' wait
ing (Psa. 27:14: 130:5, 6; Mic. 7:7).' . 

. The key to the moral problem which troubled Habakkuk' 
would be found in the justice of the Lord. The Babylonians,' 
permitted to gain power against Judah, would become proud 
in their prosperity (Job 40:11, 12: Dan. 4:30, 37: 5:20). 
Pride is a characteristic of the natural man, of the carnal sin-: 
ful nature, and the wicked or unjust shall be condemned. The 
just man, on the other hand, is charaCterized by humility, by 
dependence upon God. Sucb a man will find acceptance with· 
God, and he shall not die, but live. ..We are'. saved by grace 
through faith, and the just have faith, while the unjust have 
nqt. Although tbe .primary reference in this. passage is to· 
the two classes, the unrighteous Babylonians and the faith-' 
ful Israelites, the principle ·holds in our day. The unbelieving,: 
.unjust man shall perish, but the believi~, justified man shall' 
receive life everlasting (John 3:16; 36). The righteous can: 
afford to wait patiently for the. Lord to intervene' on their 
behalf. (Mic. 7:16-18). .. . 

II. God's Holiness an~ the Punishment of the Unjust: 
verses· 12-20. . ' 

The Lord, speaking through' His. 'prophet, pronounces five' 
woes against the Babylonians, whose destiny is but· a fore-·. 
gleam of the vengeance of God to be visited upon all the 
wicked. . .." 

Woe is pronounced against the ~asping, plundering, thiev
ing ories (verses 5-8); upon the covetous and violent· (verses 
9-11); upon the ambitious who founli their power upon blood 
and destruction (verses 12-14); upon the· cruel and insolent 
(verses 15-17), and upon the idolatrous (verSes 18-20). 

The Babylonian Jl!.onarchs increased' their kingdom· .by un
lawful means; by invasion and murder. The state, city or: 
church, founded in such a manner, is not built by God. Woe'; 
is pronounced upon all who seek to satisfy their own selfish· . 
ambitions at the expense of others (2 Pet. 2 :3), for their; 
labour is in vain (Gen. 4:11-17; Psa.·127:1; Mic: 3':10: Nah.; 
3:1). They put forth effort to ·erect a structure which will' 
be consumed in the flames, and tire themselves to build that·, 
which shall soon fall in ruin. . Only' that which is built for.: 
the Lord will endure, for He will at last overcome:'all eVil, and:: 
His glory shall cover the earth (Psa. 22:27: 72:19': 98:1-8; 
Isa. 11:9; Rev. 11:15: 15:4). 

The Babylonians deliberately gave, as it. were, a cup of·: 
wine in which poison was mingled, that ·they might gloat: 
over the degradation of their victims. The Lord' w.ould give· 
to them the cup of His wrath, that they might drink and, 
perish. The violence which they practised upon other lands . 
and peoples would rebound in retribution against themselves •. , 

. The designs we plan against others may work our .. own ruin 
(Psa. 7:15, 16; Prov. 26:27; 28:10). . ' 

Idolatry is vain, for an idol is but a helpless piece of wood, ,. 
stone or metal. Idolatry is also sinful, for it involves' giving' 
,adoration to another than· the eternal, almighty God. He' 
inhabits eternity, and the whole earth is His temple (Psa.· 
11:4). Let all the . inhabitants of the earth stand in awe' 
before Him, and worship Him in adoring wonder, love and. 
praise. . 

Daily Bible Readings 
July 29-A Vision of Holiness ............... : ............................ Isa. 6 
July 30-A Vision of Righteousness ........ : ..................... Isa. 11' 
July 81-A Vision of Justice ............................................. Jer. 12 
Aug. I-A Vision of Service ................................ Acts 9:10-18 
Aug. 2-A Vision of Glory ................................. Ezek. 1:15-28 
Aug. 3--A Vision of Retribution ......................... Ezek.7:1-19 
Aug. 4-A Vision of Wrath against Idolaters .. Ezek. 9:1~-18 

Suggested Hymns 
When the heart made pure. 
I am Thine, 0 LordI 
When we walk with the Lord. 
The sands of time are sinking. 
Free from the law. . 
Depth Of mercyl can there beT 
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