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Wisdom and Her Children 
Dr. T. T. Shields 

'THE difficulty of pleasing everybody is universaJ11y rec
ognized. Many men whose mechan!i'CaB. aibility exceed

ed thdi'l' reasoning powers have spent weary years endeav
ouring to, discover a principle Of perpetual mOi:1on; and 

. nOtwithstanding the universal failure, every generatJion pro
duces a new . group who iflatter themselves that they are 
on the tradk of the missing wheel. It "is nOt surprising, 
therefore, in spite Of the Ifact that no one haS ever sutteeded 
in doing it, that each generatJioo. should .produce men who 
wlFlll stili hope to find 'a way Of pleasing evel')'body. 

Our Lord Himself encountered Ithe _Otdty, and re
marked on h when He said, "Whereunto shaml I liken thls 
generatJion? h is [ike unto clill:dren sitting in the markets, 
and !Calling unto their fellOws, and saying, We have piped 
unto you,.and ye have nQt dbmced; we,have mourned unto 
you, and ye have not lamenlted. For Jbhn came neither 
eating nor drinking, 'and they say, He hath a devlrl. The 
Son Of mtan 'Came eating and drinking, 'and 1hey say, Be
hold a 'mlan glutton'ous, ,and a winemHber, a 1friend oIf pub
lfc'ans 'and sinners. But IWiSdbm is justified Of her cl1iMren." 
By whiich He intended us to :un{lerstand that, Wisdom is 
never jus1lified df her rontemrporarlies; Ibu~ that, when ~er 
ptiinciples 'and precepts have had .a.me to mature, when 
the field she has planted has had cime to bring iforth fruit, 
observers are COImIpelled ,to aldmit th!a,t Wisdom's ways were 
right. 

Uterall1y this saying finds [~ fulifilment in the dHldren 
Of Wise men. Men oif mature years do not always recognize 
how mut'h tqelir judgment is the outgrowth Of experience; 
and when such a 'man advises his young son resperctling the 
proper course to 'take in given circumstlances his son will 
be almost, !CertaJin to ql,leStion the wisdom df h!is father's 
judgment. Nor win 'any 'argument C'Onvin~ him. that his 
l'ather is right. But when twenty years have -passed, arid 
experience has ma1lured his judgment also, he wIi11lbe 1likeiy 
to say 'to himselif again 'and 'again, '·How wise 'my -father 
was!" 

'It fol1~s rhereifore that 'W6.sdom 'mUSt Ibe wil[ling to be 
mliSunderstood Of her contemporaries. Great, men and 
great movements tc'an be rightly appraised. onqy :when they 
are viewed in the perspective Of history. !he man whose 

course is generally approved by his conltemplOl'a.r!i.eS is likely 
. to be 'a man whose work has only a temporary value. There
fore ,the people round 'aibout him approve his conduct, be
cause he has attOmpIished something which ministers to 
the present need. But the man df far vlisibn, who ~'CbI for 
the future, :is 'likely, to .the men of his time, Ito seem to be 
a very runi;mportant IIl'an. ,The 'man who ~ plant a 
Ohris1im:aS tree ftill-grown in the parlor and 'COver it" with 
pretty lights and toys !in 'an hour or so, wiD be hailed by the 
H~t1e ch!ildren as 'a hero. 'But the mlan who plants acorns is 
likely to be voted a dUlI[ and uninterestling fellow. Howbeit, 
long 'alfiter 'the acorn-pl'anter is gone, ,and the flowers of 
many summers have blossomed over hils grave, the forest of 
giant oaks whirch grew from hls planting Wilil prove a source 
Of wealth to those who need great rIlim!ber wlith which to 
buiid ''hearts df oak" such as .proved i~ days gone by the 

, bulW'arks Of a natlion's liberty. 
The fruits, of Wisdom do not always rapidly mature. 

They 'are, in ifact, as a rule, Of rather ~bw growth. The 
man who lllive's and Ilabours ifor the approval Of hill own 
day, and is SO deteI'IIl&ned to win popular favour tmt he 
will do on[y those things to whlch none of his contem
·porarlies win object, but of whirch a!lq wiH approve, will 
spend his lIiIfe growing mushrooms. They may be served 
UIJ> under politlica1"religious, Hterary; or other ausrpice!!, but 
in whatever sphere he exercIses himsellf, the product of his 
labours wIi[[ serve as an adjunct to' some sort dfevening 
dinner wh!ich will be !forgdtten 'OIl the monuw; while, on 
the other hand, those who tralfifit lin WiSdom lin lany sphere 
will find ~e'ir rew'ard only ~n the 'approvaJl df their pos-
terity: . 

This principle is amply mustrated in the page!! of HaIy 
Writ., Faith and Wisdolm 'are insepaJrable, ifor "the fear 
df the Lord is the begiinning oIf wisdom"; and he is su
premely wise who believes and dbeys God. This, A!braham 
d1id; and ·how foolish did his ch~ke appear Ito those whom 
he ~eift behind him when he departed from U r Of the 
Chaldee's.·' Equally ifooliish' to cama'l minds was his course 
when he aJIlowed· I..ot the priviiege Of ohooSing· according 

. to the sight d his eyes. Rut alI the centuries' which have 
fotlowed 'after hlave justified Abmlram's if~ith "and appraised 
it as the hiighest wisdom. 
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A .very stIiiking example of the f()llly that makes choice 
of the visible and ·tempora1, in contrast with the iwlisdom 
which chooses the unseen things' which are eternal is' s~.p~ 
plied 'in the h'i'story elf Esau "who, 'for one ,morsel df meal 
sold his 'birthright". Jacob's wisdOm In yielding that mesS ':' 
of pottage nas been justi~ed a thousandfold. 

Joseph IS 'an ou tstanding exampie Of ,the priricipie. The 
l'iIf~ he.'I[ved, to his short-sighted brothers, was ,unJ"ea!l at).d 

. VISIOnary. "'Behold, Ith~s dreamer cometh," they said. 
D~eamers ~ave 'ill'ways been lightly vaJlued !by the people 

, WIth who,m they i;iv.ed. But wtten the dreams, of Joseph 
,were ~e'ahzed the wIsdom of all hlS dreams was justif1ied. 
Thus we might cite Moses, Joshua, iOa~eb, David 'and all 
the pro.phets. Without exceptiibn they were men who traded 
in Wisdom's wares. ' 

, Poliiltli'Ca:l Mstory would :furn~sh us with innumerable 
, illustrations of this prun'Ciple. Men'l~lke Cromwell Pitt th~ 

Younger, W'ashington, and Lintoln, were a1i m~n whose 
eyes we~e on the I;loint where the long road drops below 
the hOrIzon; 'and, m another sense than iliat intended in 
the epiSitle to ,the Hebrews, they declared p~ain~y 'l!hat they 
sought a country; they dead't wiith principles the !frulit of 
whose ifu11l devel'opment only a seer could see. ' 
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The pre-em~nent example df this principle however 'is 
supplied ,in Him !by Whorse iips these, words ~ere utte;ed 
and' Wh'O was, and is, Himse1[ the Source olf ,all wisdom:' 
He :~aped no temporal gain :from lalll H!is labours. He 
receIved no temporal reward for His healing mliniSitry. His 
uncompromiisiin~ witness to the truth brought Hlim tQ the 
cross 'and to' the grave. Doubtless as 'the night feB upon , 
that day df 'crU'dilfixion there ,were many wh'O salid: "A gathered th~t evening, and had borne gnitdua Itestimony 
liJtde caution, 'a little tact, would have 'Conllerved such to the gra'cious infiluence oIf the weekly lesson taught 
sp1endid_ powers ~or mlany years to com~." What folly to throug,h the years., That m'an that night needed no argu
?u~ 'a kernel of wheat lin the ground inste'ad o!f grinding ment to prove 'the value of Sunday 'School teaching.' He 
It mto Ifl'Our! Ah, bu;t the golden harvest !field w~l1 be' the had seen Wisdbm justified df her chNdren.' . 
justiificatlion oif that-burial. Withoult tthe cross there could The preacher, too, mullt rkeep th!is principle m mind. 
have been no resurrection; without eirher there coU!ld have The Apostle P.au~ said l.t was a'smaJli thing with him to be 
been no opened heavens~. an~ no ~ente'oost, no redemption, judged oIf man's day; drat lis to say, he endeavoured to be 
n'O gOspel. Yes, a multltude whIch n'O man can number independerit of the judgment oIf hls contemipOraries. He 
who 'are the children o!f ,the Wisdom 'and oIf the Gmce tbra~ said, "Judge nothing before the time, until t~e Lord cQme, 
went to ,the 'cross and through the grave to the glory, are who both will bring to light the hld'den th~ngs elf darkness, 
Wisdom's justrificaotliori df the inoomparable saori!fice. and Will make manli!fest the 'counsells elf the hearts." The 

Stephen of'fered a lfine' exa:mp1e df unwisdom. according late Ale~nder Grant, a great'Canadian 'B'aJPtist preacher 
to humanjud~me~t. Yet the sequel ito that testlimony sug- ()If a generation lago, 'as he Ifa:c~ 'a great congregation on 
gests that by hIS fIrst and lrast sennon Stephen exertised a one occasion, remaTked to someone rwlith hlirri on the plat~ 
more !fruitifull,minijstry than 'any other m'an hall done in a form, "ThiS is my chance fur the judgment day." He did 
ministry df a 11!fetime. Saul 0Jf ,Tarsus never forgot.it and not think elf pleasing his hearers, nor df win~g their 
the. viSion df Stephen's !face 'as df an angel must ha~e re-' 'arpplaus~; he thoug?t ra~er ~ t!te day when ~isdom's 
mtame>d With him to the end. chlIldren would attam thdir maJonty, and would' Justify 'a 

The princirple, then, w,e brave 'discussed aWI!i~s t'O every. pre'a:cher's fa/ithMness. 
form o!f Christian service. It finds a pIa!ce espedi'a1ly in the ' There 'are m'Ovements, too, which ~l[us~ thIis age-long 
~inistry elf a SUl1day Schodl teacher. Whait a humdrum halbpt df Wisdom's f~ily. For Some years past lin Ontario 
~Ioce of Wdrk ilt is to teach a Olasls Sunday by Sunday! !How' and',Quebec a group df men an'd wOmen brave earnestly 
httle there lis to show sometimes, !for many years, for the contended fur ''the !faith. once ifor all d~iver~ unto the 
service rendered! Gding hcime from our oiffice late one saints".· Everyone who has done, so has met, wilth abuse 
nlight we picked up a gentleman going ~n 'Our diire'c'tiion.and excommunicati'On. They have been told, that while it 
He was a man of some prominence, we discovered iater, was, perte'Ctrly right to hoM to the lfaJith, they were wrong 
and, was just returning ifirom a reunion 0If the members df in the'ir "spirit" and, "methods". No matter whlat spirit 
his Bit1le daSs, 'a class which he had taught fur !forty years. they manilfested or what methdds they employed, so iong as 
Herematked ith'a.t as Sunday by Sunday he, had endeav- they contended ifor the ,f~th ,they could be only wrong. It 
oured to open to them the Word pr, God it did not appear is use1ess.to argue the qUeStion. There are mul!tlitudes of 
at tl1e time that he was doling very much, bUt that evening church ml1ffiloors whose carnal rmn'ds 'are destitute of 
they had had a gathering df as many as had been members spiritual discernment and in wh:ose iives ,the Wbrd Of God 
oIf the dails biarcrk through the , forty yean, as they cou1d find, has no authority; whose religion is 'a theory remote f~m 
and with consideraible emombn he it'Old us of the miSsionaries cHalIiacter or 'Conduct, and they see no reason why they 
and m[nisters land others in aU wa1:ks o!f li!fe who had should bre'aik ~h the'ir friends on religiOUS g,roundsl There 

I. 
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are others who are n~ withOut Sp'iri'tUall perception, and 
th~ see that thiings are being taught in McMaster 'Uni
verslty, ·and ·furthered ithrough Convention officials which' 
are ndt in hannony ~th ''the /faith onre Ifor 'ali d~livered 
unto the saints". Of course they wlish it were otheI1WUse, 
but 'as it wocld expdse them to some temporal Ibss in 
frnendshlps or !finance~ they are 'content to let things go on 
wIi.'tho~t protest. , 

The sam~ is true df conditions in the' Northern Baptist 
Convention ·in the United ·States; and &n lesser measure 
than in the NOIithe}rn Conventiion, lin th~ Southern Conven
!dion; and is equ'ally true of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain. But what is to be done? Those df us who have ton
tended 'fur the Ifalith m'ay he ,ru;ked, Wh:at bave.you a:ct:om
p'lli'shed by your contention in Ontario and Queb~,' for 
instante? We '~lay nOt be fui1ly justiiJilied in the eyes df'the 
people df our tIme, bult there are some who 'Can see a little 
l»t lin advance of the immediate present. What then? Mod
ernism wil~ have borne !fru~t. It Will prove itse11f in the 
chu;rches df the Ontarno 'and Quelbec Convention, indeed 
it has IaJ.ready proved its deadening poten-cy, Ithough its fuH 
fruiitage yet remains to be reaped. Iif the present rate of 
progress on the downward 'Path continues unchecked ifor 
the next few decades, the 'B3iptist Churches df Ithe Ontario 
and QuebeC Convention wti!ll be very mu~h like the Con
gregation'al-Unit!a.rian Churches. In that day "there sh'a,ll . 
be 'an hand!fuq oif com -m the earth upon the top of the 
mountalins; the fruit theredf shal1 shake like 'Lebanon: arid 
they df the dity'shall Iflouruh like graSs of the earth.'! In 
that day Wis~om wiU"iqe justliified IQif her children, ~d the 
few genuine beillievers. who may ,then be left lin the 'old Con
vention With their. barren minlistries' an'Ct their declining 
memlberships, wIiili say,' "'lit lis ndw evident that those who 
protested 'against th'is blight that has !fallen upon ,the De
nomin'atli~m, saw in advance of their time to what desola
tion the 'Curse of 'Modernism would iead." And in th'at day 
Wisdom will be justified of ,her cltiMren. 

'But even then the full fruit df Wisdom- will not be seen. 
The Aposrle 'Pau[ said, "Judge nothing before tlie t'ime, 
unt/ill the Lord come, who will bring to qight !the hidden 
things df -darkness, and Will make manifest the cbunsels of 

. the he~rts: then shall every man have praise df God." 
When the w'h~te horse and his Rider 'COmes down the skies 
a[l argument ,aJbout the ~nspiration and authORity of the 
Birble Will be 'at 'an end, for He wiU be the prodf of it. The 
question of the Deity of Christ with H!is virgin birth will 
be forever setrled 'as He take's '1:0 iHIi'mSclif His great power. 
and reignS. There Will be no two opinion's 3!bout the effi
caq elf the 'predious blood, or 'as to whether the Lamb of 
God did really bear our sins 'in His own body on the Tree: 
-the innumerah1e multitude whb have washed their robes 
and made them whi't~ ~n the blood Of the Lamb, and who 
wiJij ,be manifested with their 'Lord in glory, MIl be the 
ultimate 'attestation of the truth that Without shedd!ing of 
blood there 1S no remlission. And when the books are 
opened 'and the other ~, wh'icit is the book of tj!fe, and 
men are judged ;a'Ccord~ng !to !the things Written therein, and 
when the final 'awards 'are made, and in the holly city, new' 
Jerusa.1em, the redeemed of the Lord 'Shalllsee aU terrestrial 
beauty Ifade, and ali -celestial splendours eclipsed by the 
eternally tI'anSlCendent glory of the Lamb" the Wisdom that 
has earneStly contended'for the If'alith once !for aliI: delivered 
to the saints will be justilflied by 'her .chlldren whom the 
Holy Scriptures have made wise unto salva't!ion. ''There
fore judge nothling Ibefore the time, until· the Lord 'COme." 

'--"MYl'IRST MEETING WITH A BEAR 
By H •. S. Nelson 

While working laS 1lmberol'im alt a mine eight. miles up 
Springer Creek on the Ten Mile range of mountains, I was 
suddenly called home. ' • 

Most Of 'the trip 'had to be by lake steamer. Two routes 
1ed from the mine to the 1ake. 'By the Springer Creek road 
I could 'board the boat at 8.30 lin Ithe morning. Or if I 
took the old pack tmJil over the mountain, I oould get to 
Ten M,j'}e wharf, where the steamer cmled at 10.30. I was 
advised to 'take !the second route, as it was the shorter. 

Sdme years be'fure a forest fire had ~i}:led all the timber 
on the northern slope. 'Later a noIith-west hurricane had 
blown a!ll the dead trees down, and they lay with their tops 
up the hiH, and the roOts sllrli on. That day the waist-high 
young growtth was wet, for it 'was' raining, and I was walk
ing on any Of t~e f'aIlen ,trees that lay right. 

I had stepped from the butt of one over to the toP of 
another overturned tree, when I heard a noise I had never 
heard before: "Woof!" I stopped and looked aI"01;lnd, bUlt 
cOuld see no reason for it, .but I had gone only a few steps 
when a second '''WooIf!'' stopped me again. ' 
, There, stlraight 'ahead, 'peering 'alt me through the spread
ing'roots of the 'fallen tree, I saw a l'arge brown bear. Near 
by, to 'my right and left, I saw itlwo 'Cubs 'aJbout the size of 
collie dogs. I /froze sti'ff with Ifright. . 

Mrs. Bruiin groIw1ed orders tQ' her twins. Instantly the 
one on my deft scramlbled over the fallen tree I was on, and 
jdined the one on my.right, and they I'aIl away to the e~. 
For 'a whi~e their m~her watched them, then she 'followed .. 
She had gone approX!im'ately seventy-five yards when she 
stoppec;l and iOdked back at'me. 'I did a rash thing. I put 
the ends of two fingers to my lips, and gave a .shrill wh'istle. 
Instan'tly 'She wheeled and started 'for me on the ·bound. 
Para!lyzed with !fear, I did not move. 

Soon 'Mrs. 'Bruin 'Siowed to a ha1t and turned to look at 
her 'Cubs, but sti1~ keeping a 'SuspiCious eye on me. For some 
time she. heSitated, glancing -at me, and at her disappearing 
tWins. Not unllH they were almost ou;t of sigHt did she ~ake 
up her mind. Then she ambled aJfter them. Unt5l she was 
some distance away I did not dlare to move. Then I, raeed 
down the slope 1:'0 the wagon road, and reached· .the boat 
landing 'at Ten Mile wharf futly 'an hour beifore the steamer 
came. , - . 

I have sin-ce met'iI. number of bears in ,the woOds, but 
none gave me the fright that my first bear did. 

'--The Onward 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
August 25--;-Sunday morning-Rev. C. B. HiCks, P.astor of 

Brownsburg Regular Bapti'st Church, Brownsburg, 
Quebec. 

November 3-17-Mr. James' Armstrong of Northern Ire
lan-d conducts Evangelistiic SerVices. 
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Let No One Become ,Necess~ry to You 
By Dr. A. W. Toier 

EVERY bel'iever has had or wNl sometime have the 
'experience of leaning hard on the example o~ someone 

wiser an'cl more spiritual than h!imsellf and looking, to him 
fur counsel :ll;Ild guidance in the Christian 1Jife. 

, This is good and scriptural and not ,to be condemned. 
Happy lis the newborn babe ~n Christ who can ifmd a pure 
and holy, soul w.ltom he 'can take 'as 'a model and from 
wh~ he '~ learn the ways 01£ the' !kingdom. Such a one 
can, 'a:ct. as 'a mentor to ,saye ,the yo~g Christian from many 
mstakes and' pitfalls into which he otherwise might fall. 

<Mucil, lis said aJbout this in the Scriptures '3.tid many 
examples ,are found 'th~re. Joshua had his 'Moses~ Elisha 
had his, EiJah'and T"Wlothy hls'Paut It speaks well of the 
humlility of the younger men that they were wining to 
~~ ap.d Of ·thei<patience of the older ones .that they were 
willing to tea:ch.' Had Moses, for instance, withdmWn his 
company and relfused to be bothered with the 'Young Joshua 
the ~tory ,Of Israel would have been different, 'as it would 
have been also Ii!f Joshua had been too proud and self-
assured to sit ail: ,the feet of Moses. ' 
, The master-disciple relationship is, normal and whole

some, up to a given point; after that it becomes harmful 
both to th~ master and to the dlisci.p:le. A tiny babe' at the 
breast is a beautiful and na~~ thing to see, but a 'four
year-oId child that has riot been weaned is doing, injury 
to itself physlioailly arid psychologic<ally. Sucil an abnormal:
ity would reIflect on the chii:ld's mtel!mgence and on the com-
petence and wisdom of the mother. , . 

Elisha folltiWec;l Elijah 'till he had [earned !from, him all 
the 'old man couid ,teach him; then God took Ellijah away 
and the young man was on' his own. The finest compli
ment ,to Elijah's 'ability as a spiiitualtea:cher was paid by 
none aess than ,the Lord Himself when He took 'the teacl1er 
to heaven and left the d~sciple' to ~ on w~thout hit.n; 
The old man 01£ God had done his ,work well and the 
younger m~ needed him no mo.re. 

This kind of ,thing ha:s been repealted mnumerable times 
'down the centuries; the teacher makes himself unnecessary 
and passes on and the disdiple staI~.ds upright and begins to 
walk with no one to lean on. This is as it'should be, for 
the teacher cannot staya:Iways. Time carries him away and 

, the 'C'ause of truth must be served by those whom he has 
taught" and inspired while he waJlked among them. Has he 
failed ,to teach iWeJll or has the disciple ifailed to learn, the 
work 01£ God will 'falt~r and halt" and the world be poorer 
as a co.nseq1.J.ence. , ' 

To the one who is 'advanred enoug4 to hear it I ~uld 
say, Never let anyone become necessary, to you. Be meek 
enough ItO learn from the lowly and wise enough to learn 
from the en1ighten~. Be quick to profit by the experi
ences 01£' others and stay alert to the voic,e, 01£ wisdlOm 'from 
whatever direction it may sound. As the bee soars:for nectar 
where the' blO'ssoms are thidkest, so you must 'search lor 
spiritual nectar wh~re iit is'most likely to be !foun~, whlich 
is among those Christians ,who are the most consecrated, 
the most prayeriful and the most experienced. 

Everyma:n has some 'oontribu~ion to nmke to. your life 
if you know hOw to receive it; certain men wffill astonish 
yo~ with their alljil'ity to, 'answer your unexpresSed question 
and tell you whaJt is, in your heart:. But never attaCh your-

se~f, ,to any man as a parasite. Adopt no man as a guru. 
Apart .from the inspired writers' of Holy Scriptures no nran 
is worthy Of such 'confidence. The sweetest ,saint can be' 
mistaken. 

I repe'at, Never let any man become necessary to you. 
Clulist alone is necessary.' Apart !from lHim we are ,tom
pletely wretched; without H1im we cannot llive an'd dare 
not die. Our need of Hlim is real land vital and will outlast 
,time and go on into 'eternity. That deep 'and 'desperate 
need is me~ by Christ so completely th'alt when we have 

'Him we need no one else. We may receive 'help from our 
fellow' Christiflns as they 'from us, but our need for them 
is re1ative 'and :fleeting. Let anyone beCome spiidtually ,hi
dispensable to us 'and we have deserted the RoCk to bu~l'd 
on shifting sand. " 

It requlires deep 'consecration, I admit, 'and romplete 
detachment !from earthly interests to reach Such a place 
df ~n'dependence. And it 'is only after we become 'com
pletely dependent upon God that we can wal!k without 

'leaning on men. 'It takes much J?r'ayer an4 quiet contem-
plation to malintain the nice 'balance that will permit us 
,to receive help 'from our !fel1ow Christi'ans and 'at, the ' same 
tJim~ be sweetly ind~pendent 01£ them. But we should not 
despair; 'it ~s not !beyond the possrbi1lities 01£, grace. Not even 
for such weak Christians as we 'are. 

" -The Ailiance Weekly 

HAVE WE LOST THE FIREI 
WiIQi'am !BOOth heard 'an ~nifidel lecturing and laughing 

at Chris,tiaiJ!ilty. The infidel said, "IT I really believed what 
you people pretend to believe, I would not rest 1e1Iing men 
'and women :aJbout -Jesus." This gripped the GeneraJ. and 
he sai~, ''Thail: 'man is right." The resuit was "The Salva-
tion Anily". ' 

The Christltan Church to-day has ia~ely becOme - , 

'''Fauhi1y ifaU'lJtIle's'S, idily regular, ' 
'Splendidly null." 

/ 

'there is very little madness among us. Look 'at the young 
Church; the Church 'a!flame with fire. In iits presence the 
'dt~zens .of Jerusalem said; "These men are ,drunk.", Has 
anyone ever suggested we were drunk b~cause o'f our Chris
tianity? Uthe things we a:£Ifirm [n, our creeds are ltirue, we 
ought to be on ''£!ire. The trouble is we are not. They are 
still s'aying we are sFIly, but they do not often say we are 
mad; and it is because we' have ,lost ~,weIll what have we 
loslt? As God is my witness, I am not argu~ng 'for painted 
fire. It never bum's. I am not pleading !for 'a 'simulated 
enil:husi'asm, 'and never for excitement, which is like the 
twitching o'f a galvanized corpse. -But ii!f we h~ve lost our 
flame; i we have lost our fire; if we have lost our fury, 
un~er certain circumstances, against ev.i[; it is because we 
have lost our visi:on of God, and 'we nave 10st our sense 
df:the greatneSs o'f our evangel. 

, May'~ restore t~ us the ration-amity Of faith lin fervour~ 
and the passion of enthusiasm that drives us out to do 
the unusual' thing, if necessary, if by means we may' make 
gllad our, Lord and S'aviour. '. 

, , ,-The Irish Baptist 
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VICTORY THROUGH CHRIST 
(Stepographically reported) 

"For ye see you'r calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called:' . 

"But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

"And base things of the world, and things which are despised; hath God chosen,. 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that ,re: 

"That no flesh sho~ld glory in his presence." 1 Cor. 1:26-29. 
. . 

THIS text very simply and plainly sets forth a very im- you were digged?'Do we always remember our infin!i.te debt 
to the measurdess gra:ce of our God? 

'I have observed drat lin their .testlmonies many Chris
-tiansare decidedly Armiriian in their views, or at least 
they speak as though they were. Sometimes they talk about 

portant doctrine df the Word of God. It af.firms that. 
our salvation is to be accounted for' on the ground of POd's 
sovereign choice of His own people. It [s a statement df the' 
olti~fashiioned 'Baptist doctrines, or the old~fashioned doc
trine which -Baptists once believed, Of ele'ction; that if w.e 
are Christians; we 'are what we are because God, in His 
sovereign good pieasure, has deternnined to save lis. And 
thalt is the Pau~[ne philosophy Of salvation always, that 
salvation is Of grace and not of works... Because we are 
mu'Ch concerned in ma.jntaJin'ing a testimony 00 the infaHi
bi1ity df the Bible 'as 'a whole, I am afraid sometimes we 
fail to recognize that there are subtle errors ahroad that 
would tCalCh men that they mn save themselves, and that 
salvation is oIf works, ()r 'at least partly of gra:ce and paI1tly 
df works. 'But Paui everywpere ins[sts upon this great prin
ciple, that if you trace ·the river of water of 1.fe to "its source 
you wliiH find thalt it .proceeded out df the throne of G<>d 
and of the lJamb. We are saved by grace alone. 

. when· they "starte'd out·tt> serve the Lord". They taJlik about 
gliving their hearts Ito the Lord. They ta~k about the man 
through whose minlistry they were saved. Sometimes they 
magnify 'a iodly mother, or a godly !father, ora Sunday 
Schoo1 te'acher, 'or a pastor, 'and that 'is well enough in its 
place. They are 'aiccustt>moo to say, "I was converted under 
So-and-So". and one might suppQ'Se there was some human 
elerpent in their l>alvation. But when they get down before 
Gold ~n prayer I notice they aU bej>me OaMnists, and i!f 
they did. start OUit to serve. the Lord. they thank the Lord 
that they did; 'and if someone was used in their 'Conversion, 
as very probably there was 'SOme human ffnstrumentality. 
they give God praise :for someone's faithful. testimony. In
stinotively the true believer knows that the life that is 
within him comes from God, 'as' God's sovereign gi·1it, 'and 
that he did 'ahsdlutely noth!ing toward it; th'at salvation is 
df grace from beginnling to end:-

A 'certain preacher calaeti on me once, not so very long 
ago, and we discussed these gre'at matters together, and' he 
said, ,qI thinlk I pre'ach salv'atlion by grace. i think I do, 
but I never use the word 'grace'." ,Poor man! That is the 
biggest word in any 1angu'age. That is the immeasura:ble 
w'Ord,; ~t is 'a word wnich is synonymous with God Himself. 
It is as deep as hell; i·t is 'as h~gh 'as the throne of God;· it 

. is as broad as the measure from the east 'to the west. It is 
!inlfinite. In fact, it represents aH the qualities Of Deity in 
harmonious 'action benevoleIl't'ly directed towatd the salva
t'ion Of sinfu1 men. And we 'are' told that we are saved 
because we 'are chosen, and that God's 'chdice is \invariably 
contrary to that which human wisdom wou~d have devised, 
or which human pride would have designed. I am not 

. going to 'attempt to expound the doctrine this morning, 
ibUJt I want to make use of it ror our 'arlmon~tion; Ifor i:>ur 
encouragement, and-for our further instruction ... 

.. I. 
For our 'admonition, then, 'let us rdlect for a 'few mo

ments i:>n this gre'a~ principle, that,SALVNrION IS THE 
RESULT OF ,.THE 'SOVER'E'IGN OHOICE OF GOD: 
"Ye see your caning, brethren." We 'are called, we are 
calle'd effectU'a!lly, We 'are what we a·re as' Christians, if 
we are Christians at aU, because the grace of God has 
asbounded toward u's. Let me' make 'appl-i-cation of that. 
You who are saved, I have no new thing to gay to you this 
morning. I want to throw you lba'Ck upon your own experi
ence, that we may consider together how and why we are 
saved. Are you ;a Christian? Have you forgotten the rock 
whence you were hewn, and the hole of the pit whence 

"While every heart and every -tongue 
Join to a!dmiire the feast, 

We ea'Ch exclaim with th'an'kifu1 'sOng 
Lord, why was I a guest? 

'~Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 
And enter while there's room, 

When thousands make a wretched choice, 
And rather sta'lVe than tome? . 

"'Twas the same love that spread the feast, 
That sweetly forced us in; 

Else we h!ld stil'l relfused to taste, 
And perished in our sin." . 

If we are ChriStians, we are Christians because God has 
. made us so. And you orthddox brethren; you '!friends . that 
p1ume yourselves perhaps upon your orthodoxy. "Why," 
you say, "we believe the ·Bible." no you? .If you do, why 
do you believe [t? Who m'ade' you diifferent from someone 
else, I should Ii'~e to ~now? fof it be so that the 'Word of 
God sti1l speaks to you 'as the Word Of God, "if it be so that 
you are stilI 'alble to rest upon Hi~ promises, H it be so 
that you can sta'ke the interests o'f your soul for 1li:me and 
,for eternity 'Upon the Word df God, who taught you' thus? 
"Whom say ye that 'I' am?" "Thou art Itbe Cluiist, the Son 
df the living God." 'IBlessed aTt thou, 'Simon B-arjona: for 
flesh ·anti blood hath not reve'aled iit unto thee, but my 
Father wh~ch is in heaven." Orthodox people ought to be 
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the ,h~blest people on ~arth· before God. And -in these. :mutual congratulation. What a 100t Of big men they are! 
days when mu,ltimidesare. turning th~ir 'baJek u~n Christ, ,H;o~ big,we alll~ 'are! ~ow. wonderfulI we 'an are! "HaviQg 

. and upon the W:ord of HIS grace, i!f It be so that you have men s persons In adnllratlon because dfadvantage" is a 
light to see that your s~lva~?n'ls ~n Christ and in Christ . :chara'Cte~~ic df the day. Where 'are the humble discipl~. 
'alone, see that you praISe Hun daaly and hourly that He I should like to know? Where are the men 'and women 
has· held you in the sovereign, grip of His grace, and kept, who were l.ost, bankrupt,. sinners, and who had a:bsolutely 
you as a humble believer trusting in the· blood of the nothing :to bring be'fore God un'l God saved them? Where ' 
Lord Jesus Christ. are they? Not in the greaIt "as·semlbl[es 3ipparently. We do 

Another thing, my brethren. there are some people who not. talk 'as ouI' Roman Oatholic friends do· about the 
love that aspect of this 'preciQus truth, and they say. "I "prmces. Of, the church", we do not 'ca:ll them printes, but 
del~ght to beJ[eve that my s'a1vation is lin God, that fie is we~act as though they were despots, 'as though their words 
the Mpha and' Omega, the 'Beginning 'and the End, thaJ1: ",:e~ l'aw, and 'as though it were the. chief business. df re
is all o'f grace." Yes, but what 'are we ca1.lled ifor? We are hgIous 'aSSem!bl~es to bring II'aure1s and heap' them upon the 
sovereignly 'Chosen that we may" be God's instrum.ents in· so~led leaders. tYf the day. Do we go ~roin a place of 
the execution of His sovereigr . purpose, we are ca1led not 'assembly saying, "What a great Saviour we have! What 
merely to escape the 'consequence of sin, thaJt we may be a great God we have! How marve'llously God works in. the' 
saved from helll, we 'are not called merely that we may be lives of H[s people!" Where you live, where 'you wQrk, do 
saved to heaven, but we are cailled in ~er. that we may people: say, "Ah, in spite of what some modem pulp'itl! say, 
he the instruments of the divine pUl'pose in bringing to I kn~w 'that Christianity .is· a rea!l thing, I kn~ that thf; 
pass His rounselsof grace it;l the world. graICe. Of Gad_tim transform a man and m'il'ke him a'bso-

A dead orthodoxy lis worse than Modernism, an unfruit- lutely·a.new C(l'earure in ChI1ist." .. '. 
ful orthodoxy is d1shonouring to God. For men to say, "1 , .' A man S'aiij to me onte ~ he carne 'fol'Ward in a meet- , 
believe the Bible," iiI[ it /:las no e'~fett upon their lives; for mg~hen. I went to help a pastor in som,e speciall services, 
men to say, '~I believe lin the 'Lordship df Jesus Christ, I 'a, good many ye'ars ago .. Thiis man was concerned,' and I 
have no other Master"; 'and stiU, to live in idleness, is· to werit down. to speaJk with hiim, and he Said, "Let me tell 
drag the most precious doctrine Of the W()rd in the mire, you my story first. 'I guess you do not: understand 'my case. 
and to rob our sovereign 'S'aviour of His glory. We'are called I 'am a .bad man. I have formed the ha:bit of profanity, 
for sIOmethi~g, and II 'wm tell YQU what we are called for. ~d it has beCo'me almost impossible for me to speak 

It 'is the purpose of God to make !foolish the wisdom of WIthout 'ra'king the name Of God in vam." And he said, 
this world. It is the purpose df Gold to raJke "the foolish "I know I am a bad man, but a wee'k or so 'before you 
things df the· world to confound the wise", and "we'ak came here my Wife went to church, and she heart! the 
things 'of the world to confound the things that are mighty", pastor preach, 'and she came home saying that she had 
and the '"base things of the world, and things whlich are heard a great sermon, it was a wonderfu'l sermon." This 
despised hath God chosen, yea, 'and thiings which are not, man, this pre'a.'Cher, was 'a very ordanary man, a very obscure 

, .to bring to nought things that are: that no flesh should man; he never appeared on the Convention pl'arform or 
glory in his presence." And God has saved every man and anythlng Hke that, yet th'is poor man said, '~My .wife Said 
woman here this morning, who is· saved, for a spedIlic pur- that it was wonderful, and she was ta1king a;bout !it all day. 
pose. ·'We ·are his ~rkmanship, created in Christ Jesus Next day flirst thing in the morning she spo'ke 'a:bout the 
unto good works, which, God hath before ordained that we wonderful message, she ·had hartlly been able to sleep., and 
shoiJ..Jd walk m them." And just 'as surely as the head of when she awoke 'it was still upon her m'ind. I went to work 
some great manulfactuIiing 'concern employing thousands of and came~ horne at noon, 'and I found 'my wife a new 
hands has a system by which . every m'an. !is given his tas'k, woman. Yes, sir, she was. I know, for 'I iJiive with her! 
and every man is eXipected !to ifullfj,l the full duty o'f every 'She was an 'absdlutely new woman. What I want to know 
hour :il?- every day, so in the 'Plan '3;Ild· pUTpose of God. is this, Can the Saviour Who made a new woman of my 
we 'are all lincluded, ~f weare Christians, and it is His wife make a new man of me? 'for unless iHe can it is no 
sovereign pur.pose to use us to do something to get His use, no use :patchling me up. I am all to pieCe's, I am ruined; 
work done, 'and to bving glory to Himse'lf.. and unless you have ·'a gospel that can promise me .a new 
, NoW I wonder what we are dding? I' wonder 'in what nature,· new 'lIJII ,the way through, it is of no use." Don't you 
measure we are being usep 'oif God? There are some people see, how God's sovereign choiice df that worn'an, God's use 

, here who are not dHiicials in churches, you are not -a paStor, .o'f that preacher, 'led that poor sinner to ltum his eye heaven- . 
. you are nOlt a deacon, you are not 'a Sunday school teacher, ward? He S:aiid, "'I need something which no one but God 
you are a 'Church me'mber, you are a professed f'Ollower of oa.n do for me. Did He die :for a poor lost smner like me?" 
the Lord Jesus Christ - what 'are you doing? What are Is that what we 'are preaching? Is that the effect o'f our 
we doing as pastors? That is the question. Oh, my brethren, 'witness? ~ Is' that wha't S'a:lvation by grace means to us, that 
while we stand for the faith df Christ, ~et us pray day and wherever we go, wherever we witness, wherever we preach, 
night thaJt we may be God's iinstruments so that .the truth' people say, "What 'a great God has been revealed to us in 
we preach may be' justifif;d in the 'fruits df our m!inlistry. Jesus C.hrist the Lord!" Th'at 'is why He chose you. 
Let us prove to 'a demonstratiion that our God still lives,. Wen now, let meen'C'ourage you a Httle bit. I wonder if 
'and that He can 'Use, and wiH use, the people who are you need ~t?'I wonder if you 'aJlways live on the hilltop? 
surrendered 'to H!is w~lt That is why we 'are saved, that is I.wonder is. it 'a!Jways summer, golden, bright, 'and glad, 
why we are chosen. ~ , where you ,reside? Or db you 'Sdmetimes have a cloudy 'and 

And albove all: we are chosen that we may reflect the dirk day? Are you sometimes wrapped about w'ith the mist 
divine glory. I 'confe'Ss I 'feel out df place in -a good many 'and the murk until you cannot see the stars at night. nor 
religious assem!bliie'S to-day. I 'am wearied Often !by these the sun -in Ithe day? "Why 'art thou cast down, 0 my soul? 
iforrn'al and prdfessiona:1 ~ntroduttions. Many df our. re- and why art thou' disqUiieted in me?" Here is the remedy: 
ligious assembJies 'are apparently held for the purpose oif cqHope thou in God: for I shaH yet praise hIIll for the help 
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. . 
df h~s countenance." I 'cannot help you this morn lng, but 
GoO can. I cannot encourage you this' morning, but God 
can. WiH you hear His word? 

II .. 
WHAT 'J1HEN AR'E SOME 'OF 'J1HE IMPLICA

-tIONS OF THIS GREAT OOCTRINE OF THE 
TEXT? 
. ~eU, ,f~rst of all; divine grace never looks for worthiness 
l~l ztS subJects. Somebody here this morning may say, "Wei!!, 
IIlr, I 'am afraid I am not worthy." It may be there is SOQle
one here who has never been 'bapllized. You say, "I trust, 
yes I reaHy trust, but I d~ ,~ot think I am good enough 
,to be baptIzed. I have not Jomed the church vet because I 
do not think I 'am good enough to joi.n· th~ 'church." It 
may be ,there is Some despairing sinner back there who says, 
"Wel,l, sir, 'I 'am not without religious interest. No one knows 
better than I how weak I 'am, but I am 'afraid I am not 
g~ enough. I am 'alf~d it will be u:;eless for me to begin, 
'ror I am not :worthy of·the gI'a'Ce 'Of God." MY'friends, the 
grace .of God ,is nQt for the worthy, 'but for the unworthy. 
~hat IS the m~~'c o'fgrace. 'Man's sin is the very ifoil wh,ich 
dIsplays the dlVlJDe glory. It i's agaiIlSt that background God 
works. 'Someone here Slays, "I hear, sir, that' ~t requires a 
good deal Of instru'CtJion to 'be a Christi'an." iI read in the 
paper last n~ght tha.t !Dr. Glover Of Cambridge said that 
the trouble with the American miniistry is that it is so ignor
ant~ 'and that Can'adiians had some little' advantages in the 
UDIlte'cl States, ,for they are better educated! Of course he 

, is in Canada when he says that!' But the Itrouble with'the 
minlistry on this side of the sea is that we are ali such an 
,ignorant lot that we don't know, we reaHy don't k~ow -
a lot of .'things! 'I 'cut out something rIast night, I am going 
to read It to you: " 

'.'Fundamentalism as represented 'by Rev. Dr. T. T. 
Sh~elds,.of Toronto, was denounced to-day by G. H. 
Dnver, a de1egate to the 'Baptist Convention from 
Portsmouth, Eng. 

"No, I am riot the Driver who wrote the book 
chaJlleng'.ing the attitude of Dr. 'Sh'ields," he said, in 
reply to 'a question. "That Driver lives in the United 
'States, and 'I come from England. Bv mv opinions on 
the subject coincide -With those Of my 'namesake. 

."1 think Or. Shields is living in the'past.'His doc
trmes are those df the hard did' Jewish school, 'and 
not df Jesus ChTist." , . 

Now I 'am an Engllishman, and 'thrat 'comes from the ~and 
of inteNligence, 'according to il)r. Glover. And this 'dear man 
says, 'Wo, I am not the Driver who wrote the book chal
lengiing the attlitude olf Dr. Shie1ds. He lives in the United 
States." Poor man, 'Canon'S. R. Driver was a professor at 
~xf0:d, but this m!ln did not know it! That is superior 
mtelhgence - he 'di'~ not know it! 'Somebody says, "I am 
so poor, I am so unmstru'cted, I am a!fralid I should not 
'be 'df any use to the Lord if I were to come." - "God hath 
chosen the foolish ,th~ngs df the world." Wel1, I rather 
enjoy rbeing told that I am ignorant and foolish, esp~ci'ally 
by those who do not know anything aJbout it! 'It is a peculiar 
chraraoteristic 0'£ our Modernist friends that they are the 
people, 'a,nd wisdom will 'die with them! Very Iwe'll, we accept 
the 'Charge, and. we are not going to be greatly disturbed 
aibout it, arid if Dr. Driver and some of the rest of them 
tell us we are ignorant and foolish, we ,tell them to their 
faces we are not disturbed by thada'ct, for God hath chosen 
the foolish J 'a~d there i'Sa 'chance fur u.s, We are ignorant 

Fun:damentalists who have no more sense than to believe 
,the -Bible is the word of "God, and there 'is a great chance 
that God may do something with us. ' 

You unS'aved man hack Ithere, you say, "I have never 
been to a theolog.ical insti tuman. I do not know much :abaut 
these fine distin'Ctions that you theologians talk about, but 
I know one thing: I know I am a poor sinne~" .'-- that is 
all yOU" need to kno.w. If you 'can be like HaJPPy Jack of 

'whom Spurgeon used ,to tell, who said he was,
"Just a poor sinner an'd nothIng 'at an," 

then you may be 'alble to say, 
. "But Jesus ChJ:'illt is my al'l in aB." 
Another thing: there are people who are weak We 'can

not do very much, we 'are just a weak lot. "You have no 
wealthy people among you," someone S'ays. Wet:l, we admit 
that;'we acknowledge that the 'chaorge ,is just. We have no 
might against this great army. "For we wrestle :p'Ot against . 
flesh and blood, but 'against prin6pa!lities, against powers, 
against the ru1ers of the. darkness of this world, agaJinst 
spiritual wickedness in high places." Why; :j,f aliI 'the Baptist 
World Alli'ance - thank God it ~ not; there is' only a 
sprinkling of 'Modernism in it, but if they wer~ aU Mqdern
iists, 'and if, instead df seven thousand, there were seventy 
thousan:d; 'arid i1f, 'instead df being poor ·people as many of 
them are, they had in their keeping the wisdom and the 
weaIth of the wor1d, we wourld defy the whole aggregation 
dn the name df the Lord, if they take up a stand against 
Him .. '!How dare'you, weak as you are?" How? Our sover
eign God is pleased to ta'ke ,the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty - and they are con
founded enough already - and 'the base things of the 
wor1~L Base things! 

Most of us want to appear well. We do not Hke to be 
'Classi!fied wirth the' scum arid the olf&OOuring of 'all things. 
I 'read last night that in England the Congregationa:Jists' 
were the aristocracy 'of non-con!fortnity ! Yes, we 'all li'ke to 
be aristocrats. Well,. you 'are welcome to it if. you wan~ it, 
but ~f you 'are base nobody pays any attention to you, none 
at aN. What then? 

The ,Lord .wi!:} use the base things, and the ,things which 
'are despised. Despised! Have you been despised? Do' you 
know what Iit.js to ~ose your repu1tallion? It may be you never 
ha'd any to ,lose. But if you 'had, and you have lost it, you 
are to be 'cong'I'atulaJted. When 'a preacher has a reputation 
it is 'a terrible handica.p, he is kt:pt busy looking after it 'a'll 
the time! 

"Things. which are despised!" can you stand it? 
And that is not 'all. "Things which are not!" You can

not be much less than that, can you? A ntlthi?g! A no
body! As my friend Dr. Dixon would have said, a 'cipher 
with ,the rim ruliJbed off. ~ere nothingness! What then? 
WeB, that is just the SOlt of people the Lord has chosen to 
do something. 

It is a good thing to be dead, is 'it not? And, my friends. 
if you are genU!ine Christians, you 'are alJ dead, crucified 
with Christ: "'Except a corn o'f wheat fall into the ground 
and die, itabideth 'alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit." So if we are not dead, we'o~ght to be; and 
the sooner we are 'crucified the better it wiN be. But if 
you 'are foolish and wea'k 'and base 'an:d despised, and are 
not, if there is so little df you that your wife .hardly knows 
whether she is a widow or not, if you are nobody, then 
God 'wiN have a chance to do something with you. 

And that is the need df this hour, my dear friends, that 
we shoU'ld get .down before Godl anc;lle~ Him \.!$e us for His 
glory. 
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Then there is another thing. It 'is a great 'comfort to spiritual inslJin'ct was !in'the liver? Did I say that it was 
knQw that our salvation. our begin~ing and contirtuance in in the lights?" That is schQlarship! That Ifrom raman sent 
the Christian life depends not upor. our own will, but upon to tea'Ch men the W'Ord of God! iButthere is n'O Modem
the will of God. What does it say? - "Which were born; ism in our OntariQ 'and Quebee Conventii'On, nOlI: a bit!'1 
not df 1lJ1~, nor of ,the wIll df the 'f:lesh, nor of the will of 'will tell you aJbout that later. 
nian, !but of God." The will that m'3!kes us Christians is But, my friends, I do be1iieve that GOd ill 'On the march, 
God's wIi!ll not ours. You cannot make up your 'Own w.ill~ 'and I !believe that just at this present hQur He IS caUiing 

, your own mind. A dear brother, a friend of mine - I 'Out and choosing the foolish thJngs,' the weaJk Ithings, the' 
admired him great1y in many ways - got off terribly re-' base things, ,the things that are despisec;l, the .things that are 
speeting ;the grea:t doctrines 'Of grace, but he was a ,yery nOlI: - what for? Because He wiH nOit perIDit flesh to glory 
popmrar pre'alCher. He preached tQ enQrmooS congregatlOns, i.r;l His presence. Now you can glQry as much as you Hke, 
and 'One Sunday morning he announced for his subject: but you will nQt have th~ presence ,df God 'while you do 
"A Sure Recipe fQr the -DevelQpment oIf the Will." He was it, that is aJIl. There is a brother 'from the South, I have 
going to tell his congregation that a man could do anything heard him say it 'a:gaa.n and again "Our g-r-e-a-t Denomina
iif he made up his mind to it. But when the evening servke ti'On".' Oh my, h'Ow great ill: is! ''Our g-r-e-a-t DenQmina
'Came, he had !been summQned to appea,r before his Maker, tiQn".,And then the brethren think, What great people we 
'and someone e1se had to take the service. No, my fnends. are! But yQU do not get the presence and power Of God ~n 
there'is 'a world Q'f truth lin what the litrle S'Cotch boy sald ,that way, my friends. "No flesh shal1 glQry in !His presence." 
when he was 'a:sked what he had done tQward his o:wn And in the measure .in which the flesh gl'Ories. in' that 
salvation. He said, "I 'kicked' ~H 'I c'Ould, and God did the measure the Spirtit ,df God is withdrawn from us, and Go~ 
rest." And th'at is true. Is lit not the willI of 'Our GOd that wi)l!btJng us'to bankruptcy t'o bring us barc'k in humiliation 
put us in the way <if salvati'On? ,. at His feet. ., 
, And ma.tk you this, it is the will iJfQod, sovereignl,), oper~ 'i wlish I could say 'a wQrd tQ some pastor this morni~g 

ating if', us,. that will keep us going. I, bel~eve i.n the old- whQ says, "Well, sir, I am a pastQr of ,a little church, and 
fashloned dm;:trine of the perseverance of the samts, and I I have nOlI: very much to encourage me. N'O 'One ever nQtJices 
believe in it because I believe in this dOiCtrine that behind me, my n'allle is never in the denominational paper, I,am 
it 'an is the wFIl ~£God. AhraHam never 'wQuld have, got never put on any programme, I am just 'an obscure pastor, 
to Canaan if God had not Ibrought him there. "He went doing the best I can. And someti'lp.es I {eel it is d'readfuUy 
out, not 'knowing 'wnither he went." That is the human hard. Oh, I wish you WQuld take ~his text, and, nurse it 
aspect; The 'divine ill th!is: He went fot1thto go into the a li1Jt1e, and tum 'it over and over 'and Qver'in your mind, 
land Q'f Cana'an; 'and into the land Of Canaan he came. and ask God to use ~, 'and ,get to the pl'ace :where He rean 
He ~odge'd down into'the l'and 'Of Egypt. he zig~zagged a use you, uncil yQU 'can put away all the standards of the 
good deal, but he ,arrived in Oan'aan 'at last because God world, 'and 'be w~l1~ng to be anything or nothing !fQr Him. 
determined that was where he should go. And by the He wa:nts to be glorified. 'He is elbowed oult of His 'Church 
operation Q'f ''His 'WIiH, and the proVidential ordering of t~day. We hear df the greatness Oif ,everybody but of the 

'events, Albraham at l'aSt 'came to the place divinely ap- greatness of God." .On'ce I h'ad a complfment. I was cQming 
poinfed. brae1 never would have rea:ched Oana'an 'in later ailong Gerrard 'Street one Sunday mght a few years ago, 
vea.rs if GQd had not so 'Ordered it. They wanted to go back and there was a 'dear brother who was a pro'fessor df theology 
into Egypt, but at last the redeemed nation 'Crossed the Jor- in M'dM'aster Un~versilty, a great and glQrious man he was, 
dan a:nd entered into their inheritance in the Promised and 'is. He 1S rlliving in re1!irement now in' NQva'Scotia, and 
Land. 'I have no confidence ~n myse}.f certainly, and no , :if any 'O'f yQU are from NQva 'Scotia you tWill !know him when 
'Confidence ~n 'any 'One oIf you. Why. yQU 'WOUJrd never keep I.mention his name, ,Dr. Keiirstead, the richest schQlar, I 
on if the Lord were not sovereignly determined to make you think, we have ever had in McMaster. !He was coming 
keep 01'). He does it in His own way, but what !He does is 'alQng, and as I walked 'behind I recognized him, putting 
~Qne for ever: "! know thM whatsoever God doeth, it shal1!1ly hand 'On hIis shQuider I Sa:id, "Well, doctOr, glad to see.' 
be for ever." An~ when God choOses 'a man 'Or ~ w?man ~e, you tQ-night. GIad you 'are gding tQ be With us." And he 
'chooses them WIth 'f~1 k??Wledge . Q'f all ,~heIr diIfficultIes said. "Oh, I thought, I WQuld 'come dQwn and heaT a 
and ~eak.nesses 'and m'albtl'l!y and m~a.pa~ty, and yet He Htllle Ibit 'about the divine side oIf thiings. Y'OU don't hear 
says, I WIll ma!ke a s'Qn o'f hllm, and bring hIm to ,the throne very much ,albout that nowadays, 'and I was hungry; I 
at ~'ast." •• thought I WQqld come down and hear a litvle hit about the 

Oh, i'f you. are weaik and poor thIS mQrnmg, and yQU say, divine side df things." Oh, my brethren, see tQ it that when
'~ow 'Cal'} I reach ,the end 'O'f th~, ro~d~" r remmd y~u ever yQU preach, you let people hear .'about the divine side 
that that IS 'al1 settled. I1f you are a Chmtlan, the Lord ~~U of tHings; magnI'fy 'the Word df the 'Lord, magniify the 
see Ito it that you endure unto the end. What a precl~US Loid of the WQrd. Give 'aJll glory tQ God, and He will use 
tru'th this is that sMVlation is ali Q'f God! the 'Weak~t 'and humlblest Of His instruments to bring His 

And then, "That no flesh sh?uld glory in his presence." pUl'poses Of grace to pass. 
There is ra good deal. of glorymg df the flesh nowadays. ' 
I 'am goling to tell yQU tQmC?rrow nlight, 'Or as many of you 
as 'CQme, something :about 'a certain prdfeSSlor .whom I chal-
1enged, a few years 'ago. He d[d not lbeTieve in the mQra~ 
ba:n'kruptcy of the race. !He believed th1at beneath the ashes 
o'f our fal'len human nature there was an 'angel s1eeping 
who needed ~nly 1'0 be wakened; 'and when 'I quoted 'in an 
artidle I wrote this text, "FQr I 'know that in me (thalt is, 
in my flesh), dweUeth no good thing"! this learned pro
fesst»'. thii'S'very superior. man, said, '~id I say,that the 

III. 
I must pass by what I was going to say about SQme other 

things, 'but 'I will, say this one' thing: THI'S, SHOULD, 
TEAiCH US NOT TO ESTEEM REUIGIOUS VALUES 
-BY WORDDLY''ST,ANDAROS. !Do, not esteem religi'Ous' 
values by worldly standards, !for yQU WIll not rtlind the fool
ish, 'the weaik, the base, the despised, the things that are 
not~ reported [n your year book; they are nQt there. That 
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kind 'of ibodkkeepling is 'left to the 'angels; they take account 
of the things which men despise: Do not look for big things. 
God is not always on the side Of big things. 'I remind you 
that He did use 'MOses, and "Moses was learned in all 
the wisdom' of the Egypti'ans, and was mighty in words and 
in deeds", hut "not many wise after the flesh, not many 
m1ighty, not many noble are caHed". MOses was wise, and 
he was mightY. He was mighty in word and in deed, but 
he did not know it. That as..a wonderful thing, he did not 
know it. And when the Lord told him to go to Pharaoh, he 
said, "0. my Lord, I 'am not eloquent." He was not put 
fOIWaJ'das. the orator, much less as the oralOle. No, no! he 
was wise; but he was one df the few wise that God had 
been pleased to use. The Apostlle Pauf was 'a wise man. So 
VaSlt was his erudition that the enemy sand, "Much learning 
doth make 'thee mad." 'But he did not know it, and when 
he wrote to ~he Ephesians' he put in a wort:! th'at they might 
understand hiis knOWledge in the mysteries of God. He said, 
"I would nOit have you ,thin'k that I learned it· at the feet 
df Oam'a:liel. I would not have you swppose I got it by any . 
standards of worldly wisdom; I got it from heaven. and if 
I have 'any ,wisdom worth havling at aU, I got it not. frOm 
below but 'from 'above," 'and it was because he thought he 
was not meet ·to be called an 'a'postle that God ma:de use 
df Paul. There are a few ser.aphk Isaiahs who saw !into 
the seventh heaven, but he never would have been used 
If he had nqt been 'aJbile to say, "I saw the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, high ·and 1iifted up, and his train fiHed the 
temple." And it w~ tthen he said, "Woe is me! for I, am 
undone; because I 'am it m'an 'o'f uncle'an Hps: 'fur mine 
eyes 'have seen the King, the Lord Of hOsts." And whenever 
in Scripture you find God uSing a :man who is naturally 
w~se, or naturally mighty, or naturaHy ndble, He uses him 
on~y 'alfter 'He has disciplined hiim by His grate unliil he 
ceases. to depend on his' wisdom, or might, or nobility, and 
goes down as nothing before God - then God can use him. 

Dr. Stockley told me he heard 'S'Pu'l'geon preach a great 
sermon once on thiis text, "I caI1ed Abraham 13ll0ne." Alone! 
- 'God wI.ilI can us ·alone. One maQ, olothed with dliVine 
might, can shake the world even to~day jIf you and I are 
wining to let God use us. 

Dook at Gideon. That is :the 'kind of man God uses. He 
was altogether contemptih~e once, threshing wheat. You re
member what he was threshing wheat 'for? To hide it from 
the Midianites. Gideon was l'me some of these Fund'a
~entaJl:i.sts, who -are Fundamenl!a:Ilists when #tere are no 
Modernists 'albout, Agre'at many men are Fundamentalists 
at 'home when the ha:I)ehij-ah -corner is fiUed with old
fashioned saint:& who bel~evethe 'Boo'k. They are wonder
ful Fundamentalists until they come up to the Convention, 
and'when they get there all their Fundamentalism perishes 
somehow, and they vote with the crowd, I think Gideon 
~as a m'an .Jike that, threshing wheat to h~de it from the 
Miidi'anlites. And when -the angel Of the 'Lord came and said 
'to n~, "The ·Lord is with thee, thou mighty man. of 
valour", Gideon 'loo'ked around to see who the .angel was 
tal'king 'llJboUit! It never entered his mind thaJt the angel 
was talking about him: "Why, 'coward that 'I am, I never 
thought that I could fight. 'I was just threshing tthat bit of 
whea.t so the 'M:iclli·anites·cou'ld not get it, and I was going 
to hide it away, so they could not ta!ke :i-t." What the Lord 
did with Gideon, and 'Shamgar ,with the ox goad, and 
David with -the sling and srone, Peter and John! These 
were the men God ~"Sed, Let us get back to the standards I 

Of the Bible 'and measure ourselves 'as God measures us. 
"T'he weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 

through God to the pulling down -of strong' holds." And 
whe~ you go out to 'Preach, -try 1.'0 rem~ber that, will you? 
Do not go 'after the big fisp - only don't negleCt the big 
fish either. Some Of them are sharks and ought to be 
'caught! But I mean, be content to get the ~ittle 'felIQws, go 
l;Iif,ter ,thOse who ,are footish, and weak, and despised, and 
base, the nobodies. God. only knows what they can do by 
H~s power. It is a sad thing when the church .of Christ is 
not, busy saving the. poor, the illiterate, the despised. Go 
everywhere preaching the Word, 

"-But," you say, "we have got Ito have some ~port~t 
people lin ,the chll'rd~ to run the church"! They will run 
the church' 'for you if _ you once get them in. no doubt 
about that! And it is a good deal eaSier to get important 
people into the church than to get them out, a great de'at. 
As a matter o'f ifact, nobody is important in the church. Our 

. taSk is '-to be 'So' Yielded to the wiiU ~f God that God t'an 
send us anywhere, !He can do anything with us, He can 
get His work done; like an. 'axe in the woodsman's hand, 
''Thou 'art my battle axe and weapons df W31r'~: like 'a sword 
in the hand Of the soldier, whoHy yielded. And then the 
Lord will work through us. 'I quote dften Moody's saying, 
that "we are 'a pretty. bad 'lot", and we 'are. we 'are 'a pretty 
poor'lot, 'and a pre'tty wea:k lot, an aggregation, in God's 
sight, Of nobodies. But i!f we look to Him, and trust Him, 
and hear H~s word, 'and 'allow His 'Spirit .to ~e'ad us, what 
then? Paul 'Prayed that "the God. of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father Of glory, In'ay give unto you the spiTit of wisdom 
and revelation in ,the knowiledge of him: th'at the eyes of 
your undcrstandJing being enlightened; that ye' may know 
what the Ii.i"ches df the glory df his inheritance in the saints, 
and what is 'the exceedting greatness tOf his power to us··ward· 
who beliieve, 'a'C'COrding to the working of his mighty power, 
which he wrought ~n Christ, when he ·raised him from the 
dead, and set him 'at hlis own right hand. 'in the heavenfy 
pla:ces, far above 'all prin"cip3!1ity, 'and power, and IDig~t, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not onIy In 

this world but also in th3!t which ~s 1.'0 come: and hath 
put 'a;li thi~gs under his feet, ·and- gave him to be the he'ad 
over all ,things to the -church, which 'is his body, the fulness 
of hlim that fiolileth 'all ~n al1." Let us approprila:te the grace 
and :power Of our God, and . go out to do mighty exploits 
in His name. 

Let us pray: 
We thank Thee, 0 Lord. for the promises of Thy Word. 

We· thank Thee·that Thou art with us to-day. And.now we 
pray that if th~re is any unconverted man or woman here 
this morning,' he or. she, while thus we are bowed in thy 
presence, may be constrained to yield to Thee. Help such an 
one to pray, "God be merciful to me a sinner." If there i. a 
backslider here, bring him back home again. If any' have 
been trusting to their own might, tum their faees toward 
Jesus Christ. Sen~ us aU away this morning iuspired by 
This Spirit to say, "What a mighty Saviour we have! What 
a glorious salvation! What a gospel of grace! Oh, we adore 
Thee; we render to ".ee the homage ·of our hearts; we wor
ship Thee, TI,ou Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
June 24, '1928. 

The manna only ifa!lIs where the cloudy pilIar . !broods ; 
but it i's certain 'to be found on the 'Sands, which a !few 
hours 'ago were glistening in ·the Iflashdng 'light of the heav
enly 'fire. and are now shadowed :by 'the ifIleecy 'Canopy of 
oJooud, IIf we are 'preclisely where our heavenqy Father 
would have us 1.'0 .'be, we 'are 'petlfectly sure that He will 
provide !food 'and raiment, and' everyth'ing beside. When 
He sends His servants to Cheri'th, He 'Will make "even the 
ravens to bring them food. . -F. B. MEYER . 
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Keeping Faith' with' the' Faith. of Our Fathers 
Report 'of .an address given 'by Pastor ·K. A. MacNaughtan, President of the 
Bible Union of Victona, at the Public I.C.C.C. Rally in Swanston St. C1!-urch of. 
Christ, Melbourne, on Friday,'May JI, 1957. -

W· HEiN Frederick Wi~Iiam FaJb~r.wrote the ·hrm.n"Fait~ 
. of Our Fathers, ,he was wntmg a hymn that was 

destined to become better known and much better loved 
tha:n 'the author himself. There is 'SOIIlething in the thought 
df"the faith oIf our fatherS that chaUenges our hearts with a 
very ·real sense of 10ya1ty to that Ifait~. Of course there [s 
a danger there: A m'an may walk 1~. the way of errol 
Simply because of a misplaced sen'se of loya1ty. There are 

~ men who have been held to 'a false faith simply because it 
has been the 'fiaith of theIr fa'thers. But we are not speak
ing. albout' a ·fia!l.se :faJith. I!f I refer' to the "Faith of our 
Fathers," I am relferring to Ithat faiith which we an recog
nize as the true faith"- the Christian Ifaith, the evangellical 
faith, the !faith, ,the Author 'and Originator of which was 
our Lord Jesus Christ lHijn'sellf. lit "is . the faith df many of 
those who were our fathers, even according to human 
f1eshtly relationships. Or we may th'in'k of those who -a:e 
our Ifathers simply in the sense that they preceded us 'In 
the Christian life. Our fathers formed the' links. in :the 
chain which unite us with the New TestJament Church, and 

" with our iLord Jesus Christ. It !is that faith of which 'we 
are thinking: ":the "faith df our .fathers." Y"e must keep 
falith wlith that true, evangelioal, New Testament, B:ibJe, 
Christian lfiaith. This is a day when the '(ailth is being as
sau:Itcd, and the attacks upon that true Christiian faith are 
of a more subtle n'ature todlay than ever belfore In the h~s
tory of the Church. 

It must have been a happy day for the Church when 
those who 'were the worst opponents 'and enem!ies of Chris
tianity were men who were prepared, at least in honesty, 
to stand forth 'and say, "We are unbelievers; !We don't be- . 
lieve this 'fiaith and we intend to destroy it if we can." 
But we havec~e ·to 'a day when the more subtle 'attack is 
being made on the :faith df our fathers - 'an attack CIOn
ducted by those -who, in some cases, occupy places of great
est promin«:nce, greatest influence, 'and greatest.. i~·por
tan'ce ins1ide the professing churches. Because thiis 'IS so, 
y~u and· J are the more. espedaFly clI3il'lenged to keep faith 
with the faith 'Of our f'athers .. 

. -What Is Faith? 
. The word '~faith" is used 'in 'at least three different senses 
in the New 'Festament: It 15 used in :the sense of believing; 
for example, when Jesus said to· the woman, "Oh, woman, 
great' ~s thy faith," or when the 'apostle Paul says,. in his 
letter·to the Romans, "Faith cometh !by hear.ing, and hear
. ing by the Word 'oIf God." That is th~ most ~sU'al sense in 
which the word is used, both in the Scripture and "by our
selves. There 'is at least one verse in the New Testament in 
which, aippai-ently, the word is used in the sense of faith
fulness or' fide1iity. In Pau'l's letter to Ti,tus he refers to 
those who were showing 'all1 good ",FideDitf'; the Greek 
word is ,the 'word for "faith" - showing aJl good "faJith". 
But then it is u'sed 'again in the sense in which we are using. 
it" tonight - in the sense of "the Fa~th". 

'. There. are qu~te 'a number of verses in 'the New Testa
·ment ,in which this word "f'a~th" is used in the sense cjf the 

faith; the 'true, Christian evangelka:! !faith, '~the faith of our 
fathers." For example; I read th~s in :the 'book -Of Acts,,"A 
great company 'Of the priest's" - the Jewish prieSts. --: "were 
obedient to 'die 'faith.''' It says again,' "Elymas the sorcerer 
withstood them, seeking ,to tum 'away the deputy from '!the . 
faith.' " We 'are told that Paul preached '''the faith" which 
once he ·destroyed. And then a:gaiin, df cou~se, thalt word in 
Jude, with which I trust all oIf us are faimi:li'ar, "Earnestly 
contend for the faith, which was once for 'aB delivered unto 
the saints." Now that is the .sense in which we are u'sing 
"the word tonight. 

. Differences " ,J 

. I think we' have to conie to the conoh.lsion that there -
may be dilfferences df .even· considerable ,importance among 
those w4o, nevertheles!i, surely must be numbered 'as be
longing to the true 'faJith. Is there 'a Bible illu5Wation df that 
point? It is di:fficul,t to -find one, because in ·~ew Testa
ment times, so far as w~ can gather, the things which have 
separat~d :true and .earnest ·believers in ,the Lord JesUlj 
Christ in subsequent centuvies did no~ then ~st, CIOnse
quently, there was 'an obviou's unity wh!i:ch mci.sted among 
New Testament Christians, but which has been lost Ito 
some extent in the passing df the centuries. 'But this may 
serve: When Paul was -in prison in Rome, he wroJe to the 
Phi:l-ippiaris, and mentioned lthe fact that there were pedple 
in. the city df Rome who were an'tagonistiic towards h~m. 
They conceived the idea that the best way in which they 
could add 'aif!fliction to Patrl wa'S by their preachlng a Christ 
of envy an!1 df strilfe. I don\ pre:cisely know what they were 
doing, bec'a'use he doesn't explain lit, but he says thlat out 
of an entirely unchristiian. and ·wrong motlive these people 
were preaching Christ, thinking to' add affliction to his 
bonds. Now I suppose they must have been Christians if 
they were preaching Christ; hut.there "Was ·a big differen~e 
between their at:titude 'and the 'spir'it and 'attiitude of Paul. 
Yet, if we acknowledge !that they were Cliristians, however 
unChristlike their spirit and their attitude were, I suppose 
we must 'conclude ,that they were 'in ,the faith, 'as much- 'a'l 

was the 'apostle Paul. There was lthis distinction, this dlivi
si~n, "between Paul 'and these 'people who were preaching 
Christ df strife 'and df envy, thinking to add affliotion to· 
his bonds - yet they were in the !faith. 

Now, if we can use that as an iJilu5trafion, isn't it "true 
that today the diflferences that we have inherited from past 
centuries do se'parate -thO!\e who, neverthe'less, sure1y must 
belong to '·the faith~'? . 

S~ ~t may be that therea:re some of us who, in reference 
t·o the matter df church government, believe in ·the Epis
copa,l form, Othe'rs here bdieve in -the PreSbyterian fOI1m, 
again others believe ·in the Congregational fOIm of church 
government. There are di·£ferences. !between us; yet surely 
it is true that, if we do love ,the 'Lord Jesus Christ with 
sincere 'and earnest hearts, and our fuith is centred upon 
Him 'and upon His precious oblood alone for our salvaltion, 
we '~re yet "in -the ·faith". There is such a thing as "the 
faith", and we stiU'may belong to that !faith, though certain 
diisti~c.tions exist an:t0ng us. Bu1t here is my pOint: .it is 
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possiible for men to depart from the ifaith. It ,is posStble for 
men to step out of that area in which there exists the true, 
the evangelica1 Christian faith. 

Departure from the J:aith 
. I am thin!kling about the development of modernism to

day. ,this subtle danger which exists, this most fe:aI1ful aIJC?S
tasy which has reared its head in ou~ day. Whatever diif
ferences may exist between ,those who still are one iin Christ 
Jesus, the distinttion between the evangelical faith and 'the 
moderniSm thalt characterizes our day. lis the difiference be
tween heaven 'and hell: 

We noticed the foot -that in Rome ,there were certain 
people ~ho were preaching 'Chrlist df envy, thinking to 'add 
a!fifliccion to Paul's bonds. How diid the apostle Paul readt 
to ,that? He deplored their unChris1llike spirit; there's' no 
doubt 'aibout that. 'But ithen Paul said, "Anyhow, they 'are 
preaching Christ - 'itt is 'Christ that they are preaching, 
and ,therein," he said, "I do rejoice, yea, and I Win rejOice." 

Whatever dilfferenceS -there may be between, true Chris
'tian people, we, rejoice in the fact that Cht.ist is being 
preached by us: We rejoice, yea, 'and will rejoice. But now 
notice' Paul's dif.ferent 'aM!irude when he wrote ms [~tter to 
the 'Ga!lati'ans. He wrote to some people who had recdived 
into their midSt men who, 'Paul said, were ,preaching an
other gospel, which was no gospel at all.' They preached 
Salvation iby the Works'df the L3IW, instead Of by the Grace 
df God and FaJilth in the 'Lord Jesus Christ.' And you re
member what Pawl saJid? Did he say, "Well, dfcourse, I 
don't 'a:gree with them. You 'see, I ptela:ch Salvation by F'aath 
'through the Grace o'f God, 'and they preach salvation by 

., worl<s, ibut of course, we mustn't show any d~vision or du-' 
ference before ,the heathen., It would be Itoo !b'ad ~f I.were 
to 'fall out with these people; and consequently, because 

I we mus-t present something in ithe narure Of a united fro~,t 
in the desperalte days in which we New Testament Chrls
dans tive, 1''11 s'ar 'nothing aJbout these men. I'!m sorry that 
theya:re not preaching the s'ame klind Of gospel as ~hat 
whiCh I preach, 'hut still we'11 have. to preserve ~ umt~d 
fronlt"? Do you read that in your 'Blble? It 'doesn t occur 
in mine. The {a:d o'f the matter ;is that these men were no 
longer preaching the true Gospel df Jesus Christ, they were 
not then in the 'faith, and the "aposit1le 'Paul said, "Let them 
be anathema." 

Evidences of Apostasy 
'Something like dr3lt situatnon exists tod~y; 'at least. ~at 

is an !Hlustra1ii.on df it. I have as my authOrity the Chrzstzan 
C~ntury, which has made itself, at least in some senses, the' 
unoftlidal mouthpiece df the Nation'3l1 Council of Churches 
in ,the UnitedSlta:tes, -and, too, of the World Coundl of 
Churches. The Christian Centwy said, in eiffect, th'at the 

. di1fferen'ce between Fun'damentaltsm 'and Modernism is 
so gre3lt that they are not ,two -aspe'otS df the one re1ligion -
one 'called' Fundamentallism and the other called Mod-
etniism. , 

They 'are two separate and distinct 'religions. Yes, one is 
the Ifaith of our fathers: the other is a most frightful 
31posrasy from thart: faith, Even though Christian terms' may 
be used, they are robbed of their Christian sense 'and Chris
tian connotaJ1:ion. 

Here, Ito iHustrate the pdint, is wha't has 'been written 
by 'a man who isa Protestant missionary in India. Dealing 
wlith the pamble Of the ten virgins, he wrote: 

"'Th!is paraJble,' says Peake, 'is· not one 'df the best.' I 
3JIl'l gla:d Of this notable piece of understatement from such 
a diStinguished authority, for there' hovers. in my untutored 

, ,mind 'a feeling 'thiat something has gone' wrong here. I find 
it dif!ficu~t to believe that the tale Of the -ten virgins, w&th 

. ,the momllattached, as we have iJt in 'Matthew's GOspel, Was 
" told by Jesus like thalt. Did He 'tell the story? ....:.. and as 

a story it !is one of the moSt memorable of them aill - with 
quite a di!f1ferenlt purpose in His mind that Matthew has 
missed?" 

(I wonder wha:t sort of an outlook, by the way, men have 
concerning ,the Bible, H they imagine that inSpiration by 
the Holy Spirit means so Iillrle that 'the taJpOstle Matthew 
"could listen to 'a ,story told by Jesus and m~ss the point.) 

"The 'commentator's, to be sure" exhort us not to s~n 
the parabQllic teachings too far by loo'king for meanings in 
every detail: The djlf1ficulty h~re is not in the detail, but 
in the un'attradtliveness of the characters we are ~nvited ,to 
appl'aud. Did Jesus teU the story on some other occasion 
and with some other'lesson in view? . 

"Ought it not 'to be ml1ed 'the parable of the surly bride
groom?' or 'the parable of :the stingy bridesmaids'? Who, 
in his heart, admires the five wise virgins - those patterns 
of mean-spiriited efficien'cy? As for- the bridegroom!. who 
caused all the trouble by being late 'for his dwn wedd~ng 
supper 'and ,then shut the door 'in the face of the other lfive 
virgins bec:ause Ithey came ;late, must he not mn!k as the 
most boorish 'Skeleton that ever !figured at a feast? 

(How would you like ,to 'sit down and, write those words 
concerning Jesus Christ? - and callI Him "the most boor
ish skeleton that ever figured at a feast"? Don't tell us 
that ModernJism ,ils juSt 'another aspect of Christianity! Don't, 
say that men who are modernists 'are st1i1'I'in the faJith, 'and 
that we must look upon them wi,th brotheIily aflfection and 
~gard. We have a sense' of Ilov:e for Jesus Christ and Of 
loyal'ty to Him.) , " 

"Aren't our sympathies all with the foolish ones," he con
tinues, '''unless of course we ourselyes 'are people who ~n
variably proviide 'against every,poss,ible contingency; who, 
though the 'barometer is set fine and the sun ~s ,shining out 
of blue sky must take a waterproof 'and an umbrella and 
g-oloshes'to the picnic. One pictures the scene ,at midnight 
- the 'crisi~ df the story - five l'amps, trimmed and bright, 
ready for the d~'1latory bridegroom, 'and five that CQu'ld by 
no means be 'coaxed even to a glimmer. We hear the cries 
of glirlish distress - 'Oh, brother, the oil's finished. Gosh, 
what are we to do? I sa.y, giye u's s'Ome oult df you~ bottles 
- just enough to 'keep us going ,till we get to the house!' 
'Not on your life! 'We didn't bring enough 'for everybody!' 
'Oh, 'come on, be.'decent, just give us 'a wee drop!' 'No, we 
can't give you, any. Go and buy some from the oil man!' 
'Oh, you mean things!' 

"This is the poinlt 'at which the foolish bridesmaids show
ed their mettle. They took the unl).elpful and prdbably sar
castic advice of thelir efficient sisters and went off to knock 
'up the or! man in the midd1e df tli€ night, and ask .for a 
few 'annas' worth o'f 'oil they needed. Their fathers would 
pay for it lin the morning, I suppdse. The oill merchant was 
in ~the same fix 'as the man to whom his neighbour came at 
midnigIi.t to borrow three loaves, but ,the girl.s were un
bearaJbly impOrt:un'ate, And 'it :appears thait they got tHeir 
o~1. With lamps retrimmed and blazing away, they hur-ried 
on to the wedding feast, fearfully hoping that there was 
stiN some tucker le'ft. " 

"The sequel is allmost too palinful to repeat. The door 
was shut, and the poor lassies \vho, for aU their lateness had 
stil\1 the ,r.ight to be treated as honoured guests, were left 
lamenting in the 'cold night a~r with Ithe'bridegrOOm's insults 
ringing in their ears." 
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.. (And.:1 ask you to remem!ber ag~in: that the point of the a city haIl 'and defend in debate ,the onceaocepted infaUi-
pa~aible is thaJt Jesus Christ ~s_,the··Bridegroom.)· . billi:tyof the ChristD.'an mble.". . . 

I()£ wurse I know - I know, my de¥ commentaitors "THis is badked up Iby the firidings Of Dr. Lang ~d Ithe 
-that each pamble was told with a single ;lesson 'in view; . late Dr. Temple d£ the Select .Investiiga-tion Committee, 
in ,thijs case yoti think, with Matthew, the lesson tjf pre- when they !found the tradli,tion - not the fact, be it ndted 
paredness. Have it your own way, !but while you 'are enjoy- - Of the inerrancy' Of the ·Bible, commonly held in the 
ing the baked meaJI:s. with 'the bridal party - '~nd I wish Church until' the beginning of the 19th century, cannoit be 
you joy 'of that bridegroom '- let me t~i~ y<?u there will be maintained in the 'light of the knowledge 'alt· our disposa:l. 

. just onc heretic on the wrong, side.o£ the door wiith the . 'Such is !the gist· of the find!i.~gs 'of the committee df ~eadmg 
fo~)'ish viJ:gins, 'Who are the real heroines of the story. He churchmen 'after 1~ years' resea'lth. They cannot accept 
wiill taike -them all safely home to their mothers, 'and send the Vlirgin !birth of Jesus; they cannot accepta!ll the words 
to them a box of chocOlates tomorrow." as 'accredlited to Jesus; they cannot 'a:ccetp,tthe general resur-

Thomas. BaJine, Robe'rt Ingersool, Volney, Voltaire, and rection; they reject the resus~taltiion df the body; they C3:ll
all the other men who lin their day were ouitspoken oppon- not 'accept the Bilble as inerrant. The so-called Christian 
ents -0£ the .Christian religion, 'and cared little a:boUJt the ci,viliz.ation d£ today is graduailly Iforsaking the 'rei'igion 'in . 

. blasphemy which ,they uttered against God 'and His Christ, which it has lived !for neady 15 'Centuries (!i.e., the Faiith df . 
were never half so 'childish, let 'aJlone ;b!a'sphemous, as !this our F,aJthers). ChI1istianit¥, or what remains of it, is fast 
man, who yet is 'a Protestant missionary to the heathen dying. What is now left of the old theology &n the cirCles 
people in India! Is it 'any' wonder, under those circum- of the educated 'and the ·inteHigent? Th~ Christian religion 
stances, that the following 'is the 'kind of situaJtion which has lis dissolving before oUr eyes." . -' 
developed in ,that country: . Can you bl'arne 'a -Buddhist for coming to a conclusion 
. THis statement ~s . made by the Rev. Eugene A. Erny, li:ke that? - when 'apparently all !that he know:; df alleged 
M.A., of t.he Orienltal Missionary 'Society. This is from Christian-ity is the teaching ·d£ the Modern!ist who is doing 
India, tOo; I 1in'k the two because here you have oause and his utmost to undermine those things which are 'aibsolute:ly 
effect: essenti'al'to the ifa~ith of our fathers. 

"A short time ago," this gentIemanwrites, r'a Christian When Dr. Mdntire and representat!ives df the Inter-
stud!,!nt 'attending one of our Christ!i'an colleges in North nlatlional Council of Christian Churches were here in 
India, 'Came to the wr'iter, greatly perplex\'!d. 'She had been Australia, 'a matter o£ 18 months or so ago, they came 'aCross 
~I! IBilbie 'cla~s~s in this 'college for ·the past if)wo years, hav.ing this In ,the Golden Link, the off,jda!l organ of !the State En
come from a home where the Bi1ble :is believed qn as the deavour Union in West Austra1ia - January-February, 
inspired Word of. God, and Jesus is accepted as the Son '1956. The aJI'ltide ~s entitled, "A Cheat's Way Out," .by 
df God and ,the only S'aviour o:f thc' world. She wa~ greatly Liond Me'aI'S, B.A., 'Dip.Ed., 'and· the following is an 
perturbed by the teaching she was getting. Her teac;hers exitra<ct: 
were oontinU'allly ma:k~ng statements which were· undeIIDin- "Try' to do ,the right ,thing all the time. When you £-aliI, 
ing her faith, :Ieaving her confused.'and ba!f'fled. She then and you 'wil:l, temper your ,anguish and guilt by ·the kn'owl
ltd out seveml sheets of paper on which she had care- edge that our Lord lost His temper, 'and, lin Gethsemane, 
ifully listed stJa:tements made by her prdfessorS, 'and.on doubted whether God's way wa~ rea'lly woIith whille. Ask 
which she 'wanted my opinion .. SU'ch statements as these :forgiveness :ror your human :failings without 'torturing your
were listed: 'On'iy the 'first sentence in the first chapter of se'llf; 'and then have 'another go." 
Genesis is impOIitant. The rest is 'aH 'a!l'legory.' 'It does not What Shall We Do? 
matter which reJoigion you '3!ccept. They are all gQod.' 'If 
the Christian religion doe\; not satii!iy you, select another.'·" 

('I >ask your permission to remii.nd you, 'Mends, that tllis 
was 'teaching given lin 'an a:Ileged Chrisdan coHege in India.) 

. " 'Jesus never performed 'a mira~le.' 'All of His seeming 
miracles 'can !be 'a:ccounted for on n'a1t:ura!1 grounds.' 'He 
was not born of a virgin, nor 'did He rise from the dead.' 
'His death is not :important; but it is His life that is im
portant.' She would have continued to read on for some 
time, but I 'Stopped her,' questioned her, l;lnd was sa~isfied· 
from her ans'Wers that /these were 'actual statements made 
in her classes. lif this is' 'What ils being taught in our Chtiis
dan colleges. to our Christi'an youth, ·is ~t any 'Wonder so 
few are offering ,themse1ves Ifor Chnstian serVice upon their 
graduation? Why should they - if the Bible 'is not the in,. 
spired Word o'f God? Why should they - if Christ is only 
human 'and being pr-esented 'as only a partial Christ, robbed 
of the deity :and 'POwer to save?" 

. And I want to give you another quotation. There is the 
'cause, 'a'nd there is a Bit of the elffe·ct. 'Here is a consider
aJJjly larger 'Piece of the effedt o'f the helliish 'thing that we 
'caH Modernism, and it is abroad in our m[dst today. There 
is a 'book written by a trained 'Buddhist. HIs book ·is 'cal,led 

. "The Revolt in the Temple,"and in the 'COurse'of it, this 
Buddhist says, "Today there is not 'a prominen1t minister 
of 'any Christii'an Church that would dare -take 'a stand in 

What shou:ld be the attitude df those who long for the. 
Faith of our Falthers ~ who long to see 'a revivaJ. of true 
religion -in our day - who Iong that the subtle forces of 
evil may be thrust back and Jesus Christ glorified by the 
procl.amation of ,the Gospel throughout the world - who 
long to see the 'old, alII 1mpOIitant doctrines of the Chrlis
Han Faith accepted by men and !fimily believed in? 

Well, I think we have come to a day where we ~ust 
undertake one df two things: The Intematiional Council 
of Christian Chux<che's has d£tentiimesbeen accused of be
ing a divisive ovgan1izaltion; among the very many tllings 
that have been S'aid against ,those who :are associated with' 
the I.C.C.C. :is ·this: That they try to persuade people 'in 
the churches to become divisive in their outlook - ;to spfit· 
'churches, to diVide poople -and they love to see' the 
ruinatlion o£ causes by leading people· to fall out with ea:ch 
. other and divide .. Th~s is not so. The I.C.C.C. has said 
times withoult numiber that the first thing which a true, 
evangellica:l believer should do, ,when he discovers Modern
ism - or even that whkh begins to savour of 'Modernism 
- in the 'church, the assembly, or the denominat;on with 
which he is associated, is to get rid of the modernist.' . 

If all evangelLic:aI" helievers were to ao't upon . that .one 
'S~mple principle, which ils 'a 'BibTical principle, and which 
lis emphasized by the 'I:C.C.C., there might be a .lot Of 

, \ 
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ministers out df a position, but there would be 'a lot of pure 
churches. The trouble is that there are so many eV'an
ge'loi'Cals who are satisEied ndt to contend; not to say very 
much. They 'love the Lord; they l;'ay they do. They believe 
His Word; I suppose that they do. They would not deny. 
the dootrine of the veziba:l !inspiratlion of God's Word and 
its consequeR't 'infaHibility. They wou'!d shudder if you lim
'agined that they did not believe 'in such essential truths as 
t;he Vlirgin Birth of Jesus and His hlood Atonement, His 
b'odiHy Resur:re:cnon, and 'sO on. But -they don,'t li'ke dif
ferences; they don't Iike.qU'arrels. ~ heam of one preacher 
of whom it was l;aid, so eulogisdcally, "He knows how ·to 
contend Withoult being 'contentious." A fine Iot of contend
ing he was doing, contentiously or other:wise! But that is' 
the :f.irst thing; Get ,t,id df it'iif you can get rid of it. 

And the I.e.C.C. s'ays th'is - bult not on its own author
ity. I,t just directs our 'aUenltion to those 'pal;sages in the 

Bible 'where GOV· says' this: .If, 'aJiter you have tried, you 
can't ge't pid df this thing, then you yourselI must set up a 
pure witness for Jesus Christ, and i'f you 'can't get rid of 
th!is satanic,th:ing, then you must step out and leave it be.
hind, 'for there must be a pure Chur~h through which !the 
H01y Spirit of God 'can move. . , 

Is there 'any other organization which is 'Challenging the 
religious world today in regard to ,these essenti'al things 
besid~ the I.C.C.C.? I don't 'know of it. Bult here is one 
organization which has dared to stand out (a.nd some o'f.us, 
thank God, have been iinv'olved in its 'contending for the 
falith), dared to stand out )belfore the world of religion -
dared Ito cha:Ilenge people who 'Profess to be truc;:, evan'· 
gelrcal believers. wm ·you a:ccept that challenge ? Will you, 
by the grace of God, SO resolve. that you, ~oo, wiH 'keep faith 
with the F'aith o'f our Fathers?· 

-Evangelical A~tiol~ 

Narrow Is the Way 
"S-crait, is the gate 'and narrow is the way, which 

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 
~Matthew 7: 14. 

O·N. THE grounds of the Huron County Museum at 
'Goderich, Ontal'io, stands 'an anc'ient log cabin, 

labeHed "Home, Sweet Home 1875." The smal'! gate of 
the enclosure stands bpen, givling 'access to a narrOw ,plank 
wal'k le'ading to the. humble door of the neat callin. On 
the gate· is. a plain plaque, upon whii'ch these words are 
inscribed: '~rf ye canna wa:llk yon narrow paJ1:h, stay out." 

Our Lord spoke of the narrow way which leads unto ·life 
eternal. So n'arr'O'w is that heavenly road that ,two may not. 
tre'ad it together. Single lfile is the ru1e. Each man must 
for himself believingly set If ai-ward, humbly entering 
through .the smaU wj;c'ket gate, opened Ifor him by the Lord. 
of lii!fe, and he mU5t walk steadfastly along the narrow track. 
H;is dearest Iftiiend may not a:ccompany him; alone he must 
enter 'by the door, for the porter wlin dea!1 with but one 

. person· at a time. The p'assports will he examined one by 
. one. 

Nor can 'a man 'carry with him any of his choice ,worldly 
possessions. As in the narrow postern 'at the side df the city 
gates of ancient Jerusalem, there ;is room only for the 
traveHer. not !for his camel and the load, unijess the camel· 
stoop, stirrender his burden 'and enter on hiis knees. The 
"eye df the needle" is very diiflfi'cult to enter.' Thus it ,is that 
our Lord cautioned the worldly-minded, saying, "T,t is easier 
for a camel ,to go through the eye df a need1e, than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdQIIl \jf God." The love of 
money and the miserly hankering after the things O'f this 
world prevent many a would~be traveHer from starting the 
journey toward the Cele'stial Oity. . 

The one who woulld walk that naPfOW way must be con
tent to bear the reproaches of his 'fellows. The majority of 
men are traversing the broad and easy rO'ad which leads 
at laSt to the City of Destruction. Gaily they trip 'along the 
pleasant path, either pitying or despising the thoughtful 
m~an who turns aside 'from their mirth 'and with purpose Of 
heart deliberately chooses ,the, diifflicult n'arrow path. He 
knows that he is on the safe roa;d, 'and [ts seemingly un
inviting 'aspect does not deter him, !for his eyes a:re on the 

"falir city at the !far end df the journey. The jeers of the 
worldly-wise cannot move him. 

The limit's of the nar:rOw way 'are dearly defined, so that 
the dbedicnt pilgrim may ~al~ safely and joYfully. The 
Master'& iins'tructions. are set out 'in the rules of the road, 
and whereas others may w'dsh· to f~ing aside all restrictions 
and disregard 'aU the laws; set forth in' the Manu'a!l. for the 
guidance of the way-farer, the wise pHgrim knows that the 
judgment's of the Lord are more to be desired than· fine 
gold. "Moreover, by them 'is thy servant warned: and in, 
keeping of ,them there ,is· great reward." Other travellers 
may thin'k that the torue Christian's path is c~l'Cumscribed 
and C'onifinling, bU't he -is content to 'walk the narrow path 
of 'separation, 'know.ing "that' it ls'the only way which leads 
to safety, security and 3!bunda,nt life. The c'are'iess traveller 
who knows not the way he takes 'and stiU scorns all direc
tions, may come to a sudden end. The hidden pitfa:lls on 
the broad highway 'are many, and 'as in hlis blindness he 
damours for what he c'aHs peI'S'Ona1 li'berty to walk his 
own way, he is just announcing to the world his folly. 
. Humbly 'and ·NustifU'lly as I!l little ch~ld must we clasp 

the hand df our Saviour, who alone knows the way to 'life 
eternal, and is Himself the Way, the Truth and the Ufe. 
Without question, without reserve, obedient'ly must we 
wal'k with Him. Under such saIe 'PrOtectiion, we shalI travel 
unhaPmed in spite oif diffi'culty, danger and ·delay. Then 
at :J'a:st in Hiis goodness and mercy He' will hring us safely 
to that land that is fairer than day. -D.L.C. 

PREPARATION FOR A LONG JOURNEY 
What 'if a man going to San Franci!iOO shoufd make 

preparations for his journey 'from BfOIOIklyn to Hoboken, 
'and no further. Would you not cal'l hlim a· fool? But here 
is a man a!bout starting on 'an ev~tl'astiing journey, and yet 
he postpones his prepa'ration until ,the very last m'Oment of 
time. The distance from here to the grave is smaller when 
compared with eternity, than the di'stance from here to 
Hobo'ken is smalll compared with the thousands of mi'les . 
between here and. San FranCisco. Here is a man who thin'ks 
on1y df the three or four years Of human Jilfe, and regards 
not the miUlions o'f 'furlongs stretchlng out i.nto the infinite. 

, . -Selected. 
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SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET 

THE Lord's people iin Jarvis Street on Sunday, August 
18th, enjoyed the ministry Of guest prea'Cher nr. C. J. 

· Loney, pastor 0'£ Sfunley Avenue Haptist Church in Hamil-
· ton. At the morniing serVice Dr. Loney spoke on the sub
ject, "The Lilfe That 'Is Worth Uving" from the te~t in 
Hebrews 12: 13, "And make straight paths !for your feet, 
lest that which is Ilame be turned out of ,the way; but let 
dt rather be heaied." The !following is a resume oIf his heart 
se~ching message. . . 

There never Was a day when positive, purposefulI, holy 
liVing Was more' essential than ilt is today. When one meets 
Jesus Christ, he or she knows it. Wheri Andrew found Jesus 

. ·Christ, he knew 'it 'and others knew it.' Peter knew it ... 
"We have found the ,Messiah:" The lame .mail at the gate 
0'£ the temple when he was healed was leaping and praising 
God. When S'aui of Tarsus ,was conveI1ted his question was 
tms, "What wiIt thou have me to do?'~ . r 

.What lis life to you? Some would ·answer, money, wealth; 
others, power; others, position; whi'le sti:ll others, pleasu~e. 
Solomon had 'aU of these and Wisdom too but found no 
.saJt!isfa:ctiion. His conclusion was, "I have seen 'all the works 
that 'are done under the sun; and, behold, 'all is vanity and 
veX'ation df spirit." 

'Is YOUT life worth living? Life apart from Jesus Christ 
does ndt saUy. Solomon a!fter long years o'f expeI'ience 
in many things plea:ds ·with youth, "Rememlbef now thy 
creaJtor in the days 0'£ thy youth." God. has a pllan for every 
believer. He has a opuI'pOse :for your lJilfe 'and mine. Sdlomon 
tried every thling "under the sun" !hut ·he .came to rea"iize 
that a living union with the Creator was necessary. In 
the past our great mep and nobie women were men and 
women of 'conviction and principle. When King George 
III was faced With the CalthoHc question he ·replied, "I 
can g~ve up my crown, my honour, and' my pOSition but I 
cannot break my oath." Oh that we might !be true to the 

· Lord Jesus Christ. Today we need men and women 'who 
wiH 'fa:ce If1ire and sword and, i!f necessary, like Daniel, face 
the lions too. . 

Li'fe worth living is a posi!1live life. We want enthusiasm, 
zeal and courage. The only way men can know we are 
a:live is by QiV:ing. Th~ only way men 'can Iknow that we 
belong to Jesus Chr1ist ~s for'us to iive for Jesus Christ. 

Li'fe worth l~v!ing is a progressive Hife. Are you 'growing 
in gmce? Are yoU going on with the Lord, living for Jesus 
Christ, ,giving H~m first plla!Ce in your Hife? . 

In conclullion liife is a vicarious life. We 'can go on on1y 
'in the strength Of the Lord. We 'Can look Ito H"11II1. Young 
People, boys and girl's, what aJbout your li'fe? . 

One girl.responded to the invitation for baptism. 
At the evening se'rvice whiicl1 was broadC'a$t over CHWO 

OaJkvnle Dr. Loney gave public testimony and ~than'ksgiving 
for the testimony df Jarvis Street Chureh under the leader
ship 'oif ,the late pastor Dr: T. T. Shlietds 'and prayed that 
a double pormon 'oif the :r..ord's blesSing may be upon the 
pre'Sen't pastor, Dr. H.C. Slade. 

Dr. ILoney invited the congregation and the radio audi- . 
ence to Calvary. Patriarchs. prophets,' apoStles, sages and 
martyrs came 'from Palestine. The ho};iest man of all lived 
in Palestine. The· Book,. GQd-breathed with 36 different 
writers, has buIt one message, the unique, wondedul Word 
of the 'Lord, also originated ~n PaJlestiine. Heaven and earth 
met ~n ·Pa!lestiine. Here God created man in His own image. 
Here the mighty law of God was given. Here God be'CaIIle 

incarnate, the atoning blOOd was shed, the resurrec
cion power was maniifested. Here !the 'Son of God suffered 
an:d died, won the vi'ctory Of ·ail ag~. De'ath was conquered 
and ·the gmve vanquished. IQclvary may be calIed a lowly 
,.hili but it towers a!bove all ~e mounta:ins. 

. Sin is m'a.ID:fested at Cailyary. Here was God's X-ray 
room, God's !finding out place. The deceit'fulness of· ·the 
humari heazlt, the. Wickedness, cruelty and sin!fulness of Sin . 

. were here revea!led. At Calvary, we see sin 'as it really is. 
As sin nailed the Son of God ,to the··cross, Sin' would n:aii 
all 'Who would !foll<?w Christ to some 'Cross or other. Calvary 
· rs qnly for .gmlty peOple. Are you prepared' to .go there as 
a J?-eedy sinner? ' .. 

Guilt waS dealt With' all: OaJIvary. On the middle .cross, in 
the midst IOf sinners,' was the Christ of God, ,ofor he was 
numbered With the transgressors". Why was He thus num
bered? He took your pla'Ce. 

Oailvary is the place where love is revea1ed. Love was 
never so completely unveNed, or so !fuHy revea!J.ed. As the 
stars shine out more brightly on a dark night so shone the 
Bright 'and Morning Star against !the dark ,ba:ckground of 
Oa1vary. "Father forgive them 'for they know not what 
they do." There were never wOrds so mefl.Ilingfu~1 and so 
revealing. For "God so loved the world, th'~t he gave his 
only begotten &m, that whOsoever Ibel~eveth in' hIim shouid 
not perish, but have everl'aSting llffe." 

"CoUld we with ink the ocean fiU, 
. And were· the skies of parchment made; 

Were every sta!lk on earth a quill, 
. And ev'ry man a scribe by trade; 

To write the qove oIf God above 
Would drain !the deeM dry; 

Nor ct>w.d the scroll 'COntain the whole, 
Tho~ stretched \from sky to sky." 

Oalvary is aiso a p}a:ce Of heartbreak A wayward son 
or daughter has Ibroken ·a mother's heart. Jacob's heart was 
broken when they brought ba:dk. the colourfUlI CIOat. David 
knew a brolken heart as he wept Ifor Absalom. Christ died 
of a !broken heart over your sin and mine. Sm 'is not to be 
· tI'ifled with. God only has the cure and lit can be found 
oniy at the foot of the Cross. . 

Calvary is the pla'Ce Of tranSfer. "Who bare om Sins in 
his own Ibody on the tree." Christ takes the sinners' sin and 
guilt, as the scapegoat or the Lamb, !for '~ehold the Lamlb 
df God !that taketh alWay the lin ~ the world." . 

Cailvary is ·the place of salvation. The peniten't thief 
found salvation at the crOiss. There 'is only lOne p1a:ce in aliI 
the world where you Can be saved - one place where sins 
'are washed away - onepla:~ where the one remedy:mar 
be found and that lis Calvary. 

Have· you come to Christ for l!Ia!lvation at the !fdOt of the 
cross? Yes, I know what some Will S'ay. "I'll ·take my chan'Ce 
with the thief." But let me tell you thiis. The thief i}ooked . 
to !the Lord Jesus .Christ 'at his !first opportunity, and for 
the thief the first opportunity was the last. For some of you 
listen!i.ng to my voice tonight this may prove to be your last 
opportunity.' . 

In concluSi.o~.· Cailvary is the pla:ce of Victory. Jesus 
Christ has aIbolished death 'and h'as brought ~iife and im
mprtaiity ·fo light through the' gospel. His victory is ours 
through simple ifaith. Amen. . 

Again we do' rejoi'ce in !the faithfcl~ess of .the Lor4'. 
· people who are not !forsakling the 'assembling Of themselves 
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together. The excellent attendance at -the Thursday night 
. Bible ~ecture and the 'Saturday nlght prayer meeting is a 
-sq:urce !for thanksgiving 'and praise. As the Word has again
frutlUlrlly been proclaimed in -the' Bib1e ~ool, open-air, 
preachinK .$eMces and by radio may GOd be pleased to 

. bless it for His own glory. . -W.P.B. 

Bible School Lesson' DullinH 
Volume 21 Third Quarter Le~son 9 September 1, 1957 

CXLIVB: 1.. ~,·Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE DECREE OF CYRUS 
Lesson Text: Ezra 1. 
Golden Text: "For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy 

years' be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and 
perform my good word toward you, in .causing you to 
return to this place."--Jer. 29:,10. 

Introduction: 
For several weeks we have been studying the messages of 

prophets who prophesied, either before the period of the cap-
- . tivity of Israel, which commenced in 721 B.C., or before the ' 

captivity of Judah in 586 B.C. Ezekiel and Daniel were 
prophets of the exile. Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the 
leaders of the_ captives as they returned to rebuild Jerusalem 
about 536 B.C. The history of these events is recorded by 
Ezra and Nehemiah. For that reason we are studying Ezra 
first so as to understand the historical background, then 
Haggai and Zechariah, afterwards' Nehemiah, who tells of 
later events, and finally Malachi, the last 9f the Old Test&-
ment books. '. . 

The Book of Ezra follows 2 Chronicles in order (Compare 
2 CbrOn. 36:22;-23 with Ezra 1,2). The events described in his 
history cover about 80 years, from the de.s:ree of Cyrus:in 536 
B.C. to· the settlement of the returning captives. about 456 

. B.C. Assyria, by whom Israel had been subjugated, and 
Babylon, to whom Judah was. enslaved, had both lost power, 
being defeated by the Medes and Persians. .' The Persian 
Empire, founded by Cyrus the Great and strengthened by 
Darius, reached its greatest extent in the reign of Anaxerxes 
or Ahasuerus (Ezra 4':5, 6; Esth. 1:1). 

Ezra' himself, a faithful priest and leader of the Jewish 
people, appears to have enjoyed high favour at the Persian 
court. He was a ready scribe, a man of education and piety 
(Ezra 7:1-10) •. From Artaxerxes, the' king of Persia, he 
received letters, money and supplies which enabled him to 
lead a large party of Jews back to their homeland about 
457 B.C. (Ezra 7:11).' He carried out many necessary· re
forms. Ezra narrates also the history of the retum"of the 
first party of exiles under Zerubbabel and Joshua. 

The Book of Ezra may be divided into three sections: 
I. The First Return of Exiles (Chapp. I-G). 

II. The Second Return of Exiles (Chapp. 7, 8). 
III. The Reforms of Ezra (Chapp. 9, 10). 

I. The Decree Expounded: verses 1-4. 
Daniel, the prophet of the Lord, had influence in the Persian 

court, as he had had with Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon 
(Dan. 1:17-21). To him"God revealed His Divine purpose to 
free His people from the yoke of their captors, as well as the 
time of their liberation (Jer. 25:9-14; 27:22; 29:10; Dan. 
9:1, 2). Daniel would also know that God had foretold 
through Isaiah, some two hundred years previously, that the 
name of the monarch destined to deliver the Israelites would 
b.e Cyrus (Isa. 44:28; 45:1, 18). It is probable that Daniel, 
'knowing that the time for the fulfilment of God's purpose 
was drawing near, had communicated ·these matters to Cyrus 
(Dan. 1:21; 6:28; 10,1). 

The great lesson of this chapter is that God carries out His 
sovereign designs (Acts 15:18; Rom. 8:28). The Israelites, 
disciplined and enslaved because of their disobedience to God, 
had fulfilled their time of exile, and God in mercy was about 
to restore them to their own land, as He had promised (Jer. 
33:10-14). But only a minority returned, and there was no 
general national repentance. Thus, with the exception of a 

. brief period, they remained a subject people until the year 

1948. Every word of the Lord will ultimately be fulfiJ,led in 
His own time and manner. (Matt.-o:18). _ 

God is sovereign in the instruments through whom His will 
is to be accomplishe(l (1 Sam. 26:19;' 1 Kings 11:14, 23). The 
hea,then king, Cyrus, whether or not he was influenced by 
Daniel .or had political designs of his own iJi connection with' 
the Jews, was used by God to fulfil His own purpose: it was 
God· who stirred him up to write the decree (Isa. 44:28; 25:1). 

The wording of the .decree is definite, decisive and exact 
(Ezra 6:1-12; 7:11-26). Cyrus was ready also to implement 
his permissive legislation.' . 
II. The Decree Executed: verses 5-11. 

In spite of the fact that King Cyrus had given permission 
for all Jewish exiles to go back to their homeland,. only about 
50,000 availed themselves of the privilege (Ezra 2:64, 65). 
It is sad to think that the majority apparently preferred to' 
remain in the heat~en land with its wild pleasures, its idolatry 
and its sin. Many had been called, but only a few chosen 
(Matt. 20:16). The invitations of the Lord may be spumed 
by many, but blessed are they who listen to His voice 
(Rev. S:20).. . 

It is noteworthy that many of those returning were leaders, 
priests and Levites, for they' set an example for the people, 
and they were ready to guide t~e affairs of the restored 
community (Ezra 2:68-70). Zerubbabel, whose Persian name 
was "Sheshbazzar" (v. 8), had been born in exile, but was 
reeognized as the prince of Judah (v. 11; Ezra 8:8; 5:16). 

Cyrus counted out the treasures which had been taken by 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon when Jerusalem was captured 
(2 Chron. 36:7; Dan. 1:. 1, 2) and handed them over to 
Zerubbabel (Ezra 5:14; 6:5; Jer. 27:19-22). This incident 
illustrates the grace of God, which causes those whose hearts 
have been. touched, to yield their all to the Saviour (Lk. 19:8). 
For Younger Classes: . 

The events of this chapter may be told effectively in your 
own words. Impress upon .the scholars' the fact that the 
Lord has a plan for every life and for every nation, and 
that He will carry out His purposes. Illustrate by reference 

. to the' Israelites in· bondage to' Egypt and their liberation 
accomplished by God thJ,'ough His servant Moses (Exod. 1:15). 
. Daily . Bible Readil!gs 
Aug~ 26-The King's Decree Foretold ........ 2 Cbron.86:14-23 
Aug. 27-The King's Name Foretold ................ Isa. 44:21-28 
Aug. 2S-The King's Power Foretold .................... Isa. 45:~-8 
Aug. 29-The People's Return Foretold ............ ;Jer.27:19-22 
Aug. SO-The People's Liberation Foretold ........ Jer.25:8-14 
Aug. 31-The Lord's Visitation Foretold ........ :. Jer. 29:1~14 
Sept. I-The Prophet's Prayer for Judah .......... Dan. 9:1-19 

Suggested Hymns 
o God of Bethel. . 
I am not skilled to underStand. 
Begone; unbelief. . . 
'Twas Jesus my Saviour. 
Come, ye that love the Lord. 
Encamped along the hills of.light. 

REMEMBER THE SEMINARY IN YOUR WILL 

We suggest that our friends should remember 
Toronto Baptist Seminary in their :tVills. The proper 
form for this is: "I give, devise. and bequeath 
the sum of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canada,' 
associated with Jarvis St. Baptist Church." We 
are laying foundations for the future, and we are 
determined to make it as impossible as it is within 
human po~er to do, that not one dollar given to 
Toronto Baptist Seminary shall be used for anythIng. 
but the propagation of the gospel. No ~mount 
would'. be to(, large, and certainly no amount would 
be too small. We earnestly solicit the gifts of those 
who believe in ministerial and missionary education. 
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Help us make this. G·.ospel, 

mis~i.onary· _broadca~t 

known. Cards announcing 

the broadciast have· been 

printed fo.r free d·istr~bu~ 

tion. Send for your s~pp·ly. 

. ill~nAir 
Jarvis 

. aptist
(hurc~· 

Rem.ember the Radio Fund. Sunday 7.30 - 8.30 p.m .. 
, CHWO - 1250 dial 

WANTED .,. . .. 

PRAYER HELPERS 
"Pray ')Ie therefore tlJ-e Lord of the Harvest, 
that He will send forth labourers into His 

. Harvest." 

We invite· YOU to ioin us in definite earnest prayer 
that God may send men and women of His choice to 
train in . Toronto . Baptist Seminary. . 

The New Prospectus is ready for -free distribution. 

Address all enquiries to: I 

.. The Reg·istrar, 
Toronto Baptist Se~inary, 
337 Jarvis St., Toronto, Canada 


