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The Favourite Theory of
Jehovahs Witnesses"

By Dr. T. T. Shields
Text: Luke 16:19-81.

HE System that began as Millennial Dawnism has
‘ changed ilts name from time to time. Because of

its founder and leader, it has somefimes been called
Russellism. Later its devobees called themselves Inter-
national Bible Students. Later still they dropped the
name, or perhaps, more correctly, added another, and
called themselves Jehovah’s Witnesses. .

The pet theory of this sedt lis that there s no future
retribultion. I remember Pastor Russell’s coming lto a
city where I was ministering years ago ‘and plastering
the city with advertisements that he would preach on a
certaiin afiternoon on, “To Hell and Back”. I should like
you, first of all, -before I examline fhe Seripture in ‘this
connection, to ‘consider where that doctrine logically
leads. If it be so that the sing of this world are not to
be punished, that a man may make eanth’s rivers flow
withr blood, that he may oppress the widow and the
orphan, and be guilty of every kind of iniquity, and that
at his death he simply goes ito sleep, his body crumbles,
his soull lapses linto unconsciousness, and ithat at some
future ‘time he will be awakened and extinguished —
annihilated rather, his only punishment being ‘the ex-
tinetiion of being — ithat lthere is no judge upon the
thirone, that there lis no day of reckoning to come, and
thatt fthe worst any man meed fear is to cease 'to exist
(lbo perish, says Russell, is to cease to exiist), there are
multitudes of people without the fear of God before
their eyes who will have their fling in this life.

During the war the International Bible Students were
recognized ‘as 'the enemies of ‘the Allied States. They
were the enemies of ithe Unlited States; they were the
enemies of Britain. And, findeed, their system: iy moth-
ing more than a religious expression of anarchy, and I
shall prove it lto you. Pacifigm, or pacificism as I prefer
tio call it, logically leads fo amardhy. Men dream aboult
arbitration courts and the settlement of disputes by dils-
cussion. Suppose the case of two litigants who argue

thielir dase in @ certain court. Mr. “A” loses his case;
Mr, “B” wins it. But “A’s” lawyer immediately appeals
and ‘the case s 'taken to a still higher court. Tt s tried
Jin fthe next court, and again Mr. “A” loses and “B” wins.
Butt ithe lawyer appeals lthe case, and it is taken 'to a still
higher court. So they go on until lthe last court 'to which
thalt case may be taken lrfies ‘the case; and the judge
glives decision just as was given fin ithe first place. The
man has lost his case in every court right up o ‘the time
of his last appeal. When hie loses there, suppose a sum
of money iy linvolved, wha't does he do? He wpays the
money; he accepts the verdict of ihe court. You say,
“That is how civilized men oughi to settle their dif-
ferences.” But I should like to ask you why “A” pays his
money? Why does he accept ithe verdict of the highest
court whien he refused to accept the decision of the lower
court? Is it because he thinks that the court has superior
judgment? No! It is because behind that final decision -
there lis a physical force to compel him o accept the -
decigion of ‘the court, to pay 'the money linviolved; he
knows lif he dioes not obey ‘that last decision, ithere are
policemlerni, jalils, and penitentiaries. He knows that be-
hind that dedision there fis power o compel obedience.
And there g not a law writlben 'on any staifute book fim
the world that is worth the paper it is written on unless
behiind thalt law there s an adlequ'ate power ftio enforce
its provisions.

Very well then, pacifism means anarchy; it means the

" destrudtion of society ; lit means the destruction of ithe

home. This thing fs tthe enemy of ithe souls of men,
because it I8 the enemy of God, and because it comes from
the nethermost hell.

Pasitior Russell was wont to speak of the souls of men
going 'to hell and back, by which he meant o the grave
and back; and he laboured to tell ws that sheol in ithe
Old Testament, and hades lin the New, mean tthe grave
only. But when he ltried 'to explain away the passages
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that promise future retribution, he came wpon this

passage I havé read, and he gave an linterpretation of it. -

This sect teaches woul-sleeping — that when a man
dliles his soul passes into a state of unconsciousness. Let
- us examine a few Seriptures. When Christ went bo the
Mount of Transfiguration there appeared unto Him
Moses and Elias, talking with Him, epeaking with Him
of ithe decease, of ‘the exodus, which He should accom-
plish ‘at Jerusalem. Moses had been buried as o his body,
but his splinit was still in a state of consciousnesy. Elias
also had gone home 'to glory, Haking his body with him,
but he ‘too appeared in a- gtate of consciousmess. Our
Lord Jesus was Himself a 'type and prophecy of all who
believe; He is described as “the first {frulits of them
thalt sleep”; and when Jesus Chrilst was raised from the
dead, Hé appeared to His disciples; He was recognized

by them, He talked with them and "@hb!we-d hrlnm»se]lf alive-

aftter his passion by many infallible proofs.”

The Apostle Paul claimed 1o speak by special revela-
tion from God, and he spoke of departing ‘“to be with
Chrigt, whiich. is far better.” Can you conceive of a man
whio had lived the active life 'that Paul-had lived, and,
in wspite of all his persecution, had rejoiced in ‘every
minute of iit, Jooking upon ithe sleep of the soul as being
something ‘“far better’” than being in this life? More-

over, it is “to be with Christ” — with Christ, and the -

Lord Jesws Christ is mot sleeping. He was raised from
the dead and ascended lintto heaven; and when John had
‘thialt vigion on Patmos he saw Christ in the glory. And
when Stephen was stoned to death, before he died, when
the radiance of the open heavens fell upon hils coun-
tenance, he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and
the Son of man standing on ‘the wxight hand of God.”
Chmist was nott lin a state of unconsdiousness. He had
gone back to the Father, as He said, “I came forth from
the Father, and am come into the world: agalin, ‘I leave
the world, and go to ‘the Falther.” Those who 'die are said
to be “wilth Chriist”, and it is isal'd' that they are “far
better” off than here. ‘

Agadin we read, “For we know that if our earthly
house of ithiy taberniacle were ‘dissolved, we have a build-
ing of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in ‘the

_heavens.” Paul aliso said ithat to be “absent from the
body” is to be “present with the Lord”.

1 could multiply Scriptures which tteach that the souls

. of tthe departed are in a state of conisciousness, but let
us come ‘to this sixteenth chapter of Luke. I have not
time tto read wall the elaborate and absurd explanaftions of
Rulssell respecting this Scripbure, but let me give you a
little of tit, First, there is a grotesque (infterpreftattion of
whalt he calls the “parable”, which assumes that ortho-
doxy 'veaches thiat because Dives is called a rich man, he
therefore went bo hell, and that it is a bad thing 'to be

. rvich! He says 'thiat ithe ecclesiastics insist upon such
teaching. Of courise he has his favourite ﬁlti-n-g. Here s
wha't he says: ]

“If the possession of such is wufficient reason to
send one to etermal torture, then fully ninety per cent.
of tthe clergymen of our day are in danger of e'temlal
tormientt.

“If ‘borment in flames of fire tis the penalty to be
suffered by man because he possesses such ‘things,
what then could we expect ‘to befall the ultra rich,
such as Mr. Rockefeller and Mr. Henry Ford?””

He tries tto make his readers believe thiat sane inter-
preters of Scripture 'teach fthat hell lis reserved for ‘the
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ridh! There is nothing in 'the story to say so, nor did I
ever hear of anyone’s so (nterpreting that passage. I .,
have heard some people say that money is the root of
all evil — and I have heand others say ‘that they would
e willing ito run ithe risk of having a little more of the .
“root”! The Blible does not say any. such thing. It says,
“The love of money is the root of all evil”; and a man
may ‘have one dollar and hug it to hiy heart, and put the
dollar between himself and God just as easily as a man
may put a million 'dollars hetween: himself and God. It
iy 'the love of it thiat is the root of evil.

Then Mr. Russell goes on to argue that ecclesiastics
say it was the poverty of the beggar tha't opened heaven
to hiim, that minfisters contend such i the teaching of
Seripture. I mever heard any preacher say ‘that. Blessed
be God! a good many people whio are poor arve going to -
heaven. Poverty will shut a man outt from a great many
places on eaith, but it will not shut him out of heaven.
But when you begin to play witth Scripture in that way,
and pult -interpretations.upon it that have been brought
out of one's own imagination, and thus bulild up a man
of straw that no man ever concelived outside of Russell-
ism itself, b is very easy to make a burlesque ‘of the.
whole maltiter. What does Russell say? He says it is a
parable — and when you do not know anything else, talk
about the Jew! Wheh you cannot interpret the plain
statementt of * Scripture, ‘then push it forward*a few
thousand years and use your imaginaltion, and picture
whiait it ‘means! Nobody can contradict you, because no-
body lis likely to live long enough! But he dismisses ithis
whole matter as having no relattion ito the individual soul’s
fulbure, ‘thaft is a parable relating'to the Jew amnd ‘the
Gentrile. .

What are the facts? Examine that parable for a mo-

ment. There is 2 man who was a steward, who was
accused by his lord of wasting his goods; and because
he would not acknowledge his wrong, and get riight wilth
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his lord, he said, “What shall I do? for my lord taketh
away from me the stewardship; ‘I cannot dig; to beg 1
am ashamed. I am resolved what to do.” And he went
to all hiis lord’s debibors and said, “How much owest thou
to my lord?” Ome saiid, “An hundred measures of oil;
and another, “An hundred measures of wheat.” And he
said bo the first, “Sit down quickly, and write fifty —
I will give you fifty per cent. discount.” To the second
he said, ‘‘Take thy bill, and write fourscore — I will give
viou ‘twentty per cent. discount.” Why did he do it? In
order that when hie was putt out of his sbewardship, they,
hiig lord’s debibors, might receive hiim into their houses!
Then lthe Lord Jesus said, “The Lord commended ‘the
unjust stewanrd, because he had done wisely: for ‘the
children of 'thiis world are in their generafion wiser than
- the children of light.”

Thigt is a passage that is frequently misinterpreted,
I believe, though not mistransdlated. Is it ftrue thalt the
chiildren. of thiis world are wiiser than the children of
lghtt? Did not the Lord Jesus say, “I am the light of the
world: he 'that followeth me shall not watk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life”? Did He mot say He
would send the Spirit of trufth fo “guide inito all truth” ?
And do you mean to 'tell me thiaf the net result of all
that God has done for a man 'or a woman is tbo leave him
seven-eightths of a fool at last, so that the children of
light who kmow God are simpletons? And fif you want
wisdomn you must go ito fthe children of the world? Thalt
passage is to be interpreted fronically; it is one of the
most terrible things that Jesus Chmist ever said. And
He followed it with Ithis, “Make ito youriselves frilends of
thie mammon of unvighteousness; that, when ye fail,
they may receive you into everlasting habitbation's — make
your «choice now. If you are going o court the favour of
the wiorld, ithe flesh, and the dewil, then do it; but when
you fail, do not come knocking at My door expedbing to
receive admiission.” .

He ithen went on ito itell the Pharisees that He was
talking ‘to thiem. They were, indeed; ithe Jehowvah’'s Wijlt-
nesses, and 'the Modernishs, and the erroists of that
day, who were making the Wond of God of nione effect by
thieiir traditions, ¢hanging the Word of God, telling a
man that if he handed over his property ‘to the temple,
saying, “Iit iw Corban,” — like other men, feigning bank-
ruptey, handing over everything tio their wives, and then
pleading ithat they have nothing — they would be firee
‘Christ said o the Pharisees, “But ye say, If a man shall
say ito hils father or mother, It is Corban, That ‘s to say,
-a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;
hie shiall be free. And ye sufifer hiim no :more o do cught
for hiis father or his mother: making the word of God
of none effect through your tradition.” And here He
says, “No servant-can serve two masters: for either he
‘will hate the one, and love ithe other; or.else he will hold
to tthe one, and despise ithe other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.” “When he had tthus spoken-the Pharisees
who were present, heand wll these things; and they

. derided him.” :

Well, Chriist was preaching, and ‘the Pharisees derided
Him: and He said, “You are ithe very people I have been
speaking about. Ye are they which justify yourselves
before men : but God knoweth your hearts. You lower the
standards; you ‘tell men that they will not have to pay;
you promise them twenty per cent. and fifty per cent.
dilscount on my 'bills; and you justify yourselves before
men. But God knoweth your hearts; for ithat which is

highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight
of God. The law and the prophets were umtil John:
since thalt ‘time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
‘man presseth into it. And it is easier for heaven and
earith o pass than one tittle of the law to fail.” ‘Then
our Lord referred 'to 'the marriage relaltion and to the
question of divorce and said that that was a violation of
the divine Jaw, and said, “It is easier for heaven and
eartth 'to pass, thian one tittle of the law ito fail.”

Chirist then drew tive veil and gave us a pidture of life
beyond ‘the grave. When you read about the wich man
and Lazarus, you mugt-join it with the first part of the
dhapter; it is all part of the same discourse. The story
of the rich man and Lazarus was an illustration of the
awful truths Jesus Christ had been propounding.

1.

Observe, then: THEY BOTH DIED, rich and poor —
they both didd. “It is appointed unto man once tbo die.”
No money can bribe the-death-angel; no skill of science
can forever keep him from your 'door. You may discuss
social conditions, and promise better living conditions
hiere ; bult ‘he one thing thalt is comling to everyone of us,
dich and poor, old and young, wise and ignorant, all
naltions, all people, all colours, lis this: like the rich man
and the poor man who both died, unless the Lord shall
come before, every man and woman, every boy and girl
here itonight will sometime reach the end 'of.life’s jour-
ney and will die. If you doubt 'it, go around ‘these streets
tomorrrow ‘and. see fthe hearses as they pass; go yonder
to the cemetery and remember the earth is hollow ito our
tread because of the graves of ithe bodies of men and
women who have been laid away. Do not charge me with
being a pessimist; I am simply stating all men must die.
“The living know that they shall die.” And the question
is, Whiat lies beyond fthe grave? The worst enemy of your
soul and miine is the man who will deceive us with respect
to thait maltter.

. I1.

Now.we must ask, WHO KNOWS ABOUT IT? ‘Tell me
that, WHC KNOWS WHAT LIES BEYOND THE
GRAVE? Did Pastor Russell know? Did “Judge” Ruth-
erford know? Do ali or any of the International Bible
Studentis or Jehovah’s Witnesses, so-called, of themselves
and out of ‘their own experience, know what lies beyond?
Not one of them. Do all ‘the philosophers, all the pro-
fessors, all the men of learning, of ithis day and all other
days? If you could galther together 'the combined wisdom
of all the ages, and gather up all the accrued wisdom of
all time, you gtill would know nothing of the life beyond
the grave. There lis only One Who knows anything of
conditions that obtain beyond '‘the grave, and that One
is Jesus Christ. He knows, and I would rather have His
word lthian 'a hundred ithousand million Pastor Russells.
Christ’'s unsupportted word s the final authority. in re-
spect ‘o this maltiter. And He saiid thalt' beyond the grave
they both continued in o state of consciousness: Lazarus
was in Abraham’s bosom — and he was Lazarus; and
Diivies 'wias in hell, in a place of torment, and he wias able
to thiink ; he was able ito remember ; he was able to speak;
and able to pray that Lazarus yonder in heaven might be
sent to him. '

. There is no “soul-sleeping” there. And remember, this
is mot a post-resurrection scene, because this man gbill
had five brethren on the earth. It has o do with what
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‘men describe as “the ‘intermediabe state”, the state of
departted spirits. Both of hem were conscious — sepa-
rated, but both consdious. Abraham said that their depa-
ration beyond lthe grave wais fimal. He said that there is
not another wchance: “Between us and you lthere is a
great gulf fixed, and nobody can bridge it, not even from
tthe heavenward side” — as though the Lord Himself, by
means of redemption, had exhausted all the resources of
grace, and ithat even from the heavenward side there was
no bridge that could span that gulf. -

That fig 'the teaching of Scripture. I defy you with. the
Word of God open and Russell's books closed, t find mie
one solitary passage bo support ithe idea that :a man who
deliberately rejects Christ here will have a chance here-

after. Our Lord Jesus ds the sole authority, and He'

declares fthat beyond the grave there is no changing of

that state.

’ II1. . )

- And, furthermore, He ways that THE STATE OF
THESE TWO BEYOND THE GRAVE HAS SOME RE-

LATION TO WHAT THEY WERE ON THIS SIDE

OF THE GRAVE. One man lived for the world and the

things of ithe worlld, for time and sense, and had what is
called his “good ‘tlhmgs” The other man had little of
ithiis world’s goods, but his heart was in ‘the heavenlies,
and hiis affections were centred upon fthings above; -and
when these two died, the future revealed what they really
were at heart. One man was fitted for heaven, and the
othher fitted for hell — whiatever that may be. We shall
consider that in a moment.

Now, then, this man requested that Lazarus be sent
to dip his finger in water and cool his tongue, fior he was
tormented in ithe flame. Someome says, “But that is
only figurative language.” What if it is? For the sake
_of argument, for the moment, let us assume that it is

figurative language — what ithen? If teaches that the
statte of ithe impenitent beyond the grave is a gtate of
conscious suffering, does fit not? The man suffered, and
he was conscious 1of fit, and longed for relief from it.
- And Abraham said, “God hias done all thalt is necessary to
do; He cannot do any more.” “Well then,” salid this man,
“4f Liazarus cannot come to me, wend him to my five
brethren.” Thalt is a prdbrllem-. Let us be friank. Are we
to suppose thait 'there is compassion in hell? Here is-a
man who says, “I have heard high heaven’s verdict that

I am flost, that there fis no hope for me; but will you .

semld Lazarus tto my five brethren, that he may itestify
unto them, lest they also come tintbo thils place of torment.”
I cannot, help wondering why he was afraid of it, I ven-
bure ‘this opinion. This parable is directed against false
teaching; it fis diredbed againgt unfaithful sbewards; it

is @ warning agalinst those who offer God’s debtors a’

diseount on their bills; it is @ waming fo every preacher,
and to éveryone who afitempts to open ‘the Word of God
o men. And I believe tthat if there lis one place in ‘hell
" hiotter than another, it will be reserved for false ‘teachers
whio have helped o bring men down to destrudtion.
Abraham waid a remarkable ithing. He salid, ‘“They have
Moses and ithe prophets; let them hear them.” The rich
" man answered, “But if you would give them something
in addition to Moses and ‘the prophets! Send them a man
raised from the dead, and ‘they will believe.” Abraham
answered, “If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded ‘though one rose from 'the
dead.” I have never known & man yet who refused to

believe Genesis, who 'did not, ultimately, refuse o be-
lieve Jesus Chrigt. ‘This man who rejects the Old Testa-
menit, at last, inevitably, rejects the New; the man who
miakies Tight of tthe law, refuses to accept the authority
of the gospel; the man who will not listen to Moses, will
not listen o Chrigt — though He goes tto him from the
dead. : : )

[If this story teaches anything at all, it teaches the
adequacy of divine revelation. Abraham did not say, -
“They have Moses and the prophets — and Mrs. Eddy’s
Science and Health”! He did not say, “They have Moses
and 'the prophets — and fthe Book of Mormon”! He did
not say, ‘“They have Moses and 'the prophets and the
interpretation of the church”! He waid, in effect, “They
hiave tthe Word of God, and by that Word they will be
judged.” 'That ‘is the teaching of God's Word. By what -
gort of ingenulity can any man take that story out of its
connedtion and explain it away by saying lit hay nothing
tto 'do wilth your personal relation to God but fis a question
of relationn between Jew and Gentile? The teaching of
Jehovab’s Wiltnesses is 2 modern version of the lie told
in Eden: “Ye shall not surely die.” .

Iv.

I must say this before I close: So FAR FROM THE
DOCTRINE OF FUTURE RETRIBUTION BEING UN-
REASONABLE, IT IS THE MOST REASONABLE
THING IN THE WORLD. I do not suppose if some.
fout murder should be commitited in Toronlto tonight, if
someone were cut down in cold blood, that the murderer’s
gympathizers would get many signatures if they went
around. pleading for clemency for the murderer. You aill
admiit that wrong-doing oughlt ‘to be punished, and you
cannot find anywhere — lin the home, in the state, in
ithe timternaltional sphere, anywhere — a condifion where
men Tive wholesomely, honestly, uprighitly, withoult law.
Tt iis true that when the grace of God comes into a man’s
hieart, and he is made a new creature in Churlist, and his -
debts are paid by the sacrifice of Hhe cross, and he
gtands, mot in hiis own merit, but in the merit of Christ
— thatt man hiags 'the law of God wntitten, not objectively
on tables of stone, but written on the fleshly tablets of -
his hieart ; and he is made to 'do from impulse what others
do from compulsion. But show me the place anywhere
where men are free from 'the compulsion of law, and
women are safe and children cared for.

“But,” you say, “eternal punishment”’? Well, sin ls
dbternal, ds it not? A friend told me he was watking
through the Sick Children’s Hospital one day, and he

" gaw 'a man sitting with bowed head a4t the bedside of a

little child. The litile lad’s eyes were bandaged, and the
father was sitting there dumb with grief. As my friend
passed he said to the nurise, “Whiat is wrong wilth ’dha‘t
boy?” “He is going blind; he will mever see again.”

“Butt whalt is the cause of it?” he asked. The nurse re-
plied, “Hiy father's sin.” And my friend said to me,
“I saw a man in hell.” Oh, it is the beginning of hell. But
1 should like you o remember that one ewvil thoughit,
issuing in one ‘evil actiion, may. go through countless gen-
erations, unitil that one ‘individual shall have polluted the
bloodstream of uncounted thousands and brought some
kind of hell on earth. And if lthere were not a just God
to ‘call ‘thalt man to account, then we were at the mercy
of an aimighty devil. There ought to be a hell; there
must be a hell. The Bible says there i a hell. God “halth
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appointed a day, in ithe which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance untio all men, in that
he thath ralised him firom the dead.”

Buit Jehovah’s Witnesses tell us thiat Chuiist dlxed a
fleshly deaith, as a fleshly beling, physically ; that He wals
not a epirit being; and that by His physical death He
miade atonement for sin — by fthe death of a man only.
No bigger lie was ever ‘tbld since the devil firgt wenft into
the business. I tell you Jesus Chriigt is not man only: He
is God. And, being God, He is infinite in every quality
of His being. He is Infinity Incarnate, God manifest in
the flesh. “God was in Chriist reconciling the world unito.
hiimself.” Upon Him was laid the iniquity of us all; and
when He died He endured the torment of hell. Infinitely
He sufifered, “the just for ithe unjust thiat he miightt bring
us o God,” moit as a man — a man could not have done i,
butt as the God-man.

Imagine a man’s being convicted in a military court
and sentenced o forty-nine lashes. Imagine a thousand
men similarly convidted and similarly senttenced. Forty-
niine thousand lashesy! And ithen imagine one man’s step-
ping oult and saying, *“I will receive and endure the pun-
ishment due the thousand.” You would say, ‘‘Thatf would
" ibe impossible.” Gf course it would. He would die ere half
thie penalty was paid. 'The Lord Jesus sweat great drops
of blood; His soul was “exceeding sorrowful, even unto
dealth” ; He suffered mot in the body only. Many men
have su’ﬁfe‘re'd more physically than Jesus Christ did.
Many a martyr in the flames sufifered more physical tor-
ture than did Jesus Christ. But tthe soul of God was fin
Him; it was defitiy that suffered; it was Eternity that
groaned; it was the blood of ithe Maker of heaven and
earith thalt oozed through His pores; it was tthe very life
of God that flowed from His side when He bowed His
head and gave up the ghost — it was thée wealth of the
whole universe in solution with whiich He paid your debt.
His soul was made an offering for din. And the man who
rejedts thalt, who turns his back upon whalt ‘God has done
to save ‘the sinner, s condemmned already -— mot for
Adam’s sin, but because he believes not on the name of
the only begotiten Son of God, who “made hils soul an
offering for sin,” and “poured out his soul unto death”

‘Suppose I am wrong, and you ‘trust in ‘Chwist in re-
sponse o my appeal, and beyond ‘the grave you find
thhere iis no hell —
for you, woulld it mot? Suppose 'this wedt is wrong, and lifs
testiimony is a lie, and you believe whiat man has said
instead of what God has salid, and, like the mich man,
wake up in hell — whatt tthen? Ais I would be fivee firom
tthe blood of all men, I call you tto ‘the falith of Chirfist: and
as you 'and I shall answer before ithat great judgment
seat, I warn you thatt ithis false system is a delusion from
the pit; ‘it is contrary to Scripture; lit is not the truth;
it iz a lie. The bruth s ‘that you must belteve in Chriist
in orider to be saved. .

Wil you Hrust Him? Will you believe Him? Will you
puit your frust in him? God’s Wiord for it if you do, is,
‘“you shiall never perish, but have everlasting life.” Is
there anyone who will say, “I will trust Him; I will put
my dependence in Christ; and I will presume upon His
mercy no longer?” I beg of you, in His name, to trust

Chiiist. :

(The foregoing article is Chapber IV of Russellism or
Rutherfordism. See page 16).

whatt then? It would be all to the good

A MACEDONIAN CALL FROM PORTUGAL

We give God thanks for the open doors of opportunity
for missionary work which have graciously come to us.
We rejoice in the ministry of the printed page of our
late founder and editor Dr. T. T. Shields, which is still
beariing precious fruit in different parts of the world.
The following éxcerpt from a letter received this week
firom Hhe “Nudieo de Distribuicao de Literatura Crista”,
Porbugal, brings before us ‘the urgent need for Gospel
literature, 'and the earnest desire to see the ministry of
the ttracdt, “The God of all Comfort”, a sermon preached
in Jarvis Street Church, extended ‘to reach the eight and
a hallf milfion ‘in Portugal. This may even mean an en-
france 'into #he approximately 80 millions of Portugese
speaking peoples of he world. Brazil alone has an ap-
proximate populatiion of 65 millions.

“THE GOSPEL WITNESS,
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronito,
Camnada.

Dear Brothers in Jesus:

Gredtings in His Name! _

As we have seen your good tract named THE
GOD OF ALL COMFORT and have dppreciated fit,
please let us know if you are interested in helping
us with itheir edition in Portugese language since
we have no funds for this editfion.

We have here great needs of firacts for firee dis-
tribubion in all parts of Portugal and so we would
be very enjcoumged fif you could give us your good

- agsigtance in this way, as we ithink thiis tract is
good for our country.”

Would mh!ere be one or several among our GOSPEL
WITNESS family who would like o assume this mission-
ary project? Perhaps ‘God would burden some individual,
or Sunday School clags, or missionary group or church
to meet tthis crying need by sending us the necessary
funds 'to underwrite this project. May we hear firom
vou ‘fhiis 'week? i

The above mentioned pamphlet — “The God of all

' Comfort,” by Dr. T. T. Shields, may be obfained frrom

the office of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. The price is b cents

per copy.
. —REv. W. P. BAUMAN

The Gospel Witness Family

has the happy privilege of studymg similar por-
tions of the Bible together, and praying for com-
mon objectives together. BUT WE MUST
INCREASE.

Send us NAMES - NAMES - NAMES

When you have finished reading this copy of
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, pass it on to some-
one else. If you can use additional copies we

should be glad to supply them.
truth.

Spread the
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THE SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET

N RECENT Sunday evenings Dr..Slade has been
expounding some of the fundamenital dodtrines of
the faith; sudh as, The Fall of Man, Repentance, Re-
generation and the Assurance of Salvation, Last Sum-
day evening, June 80th, he preached with .great undtion
on the subject, “Salvation By Grace Alone”, taking @s
hils text the words, “To 'the praise of the glory of his
. grace, wherein he hatth made us accepted in' the beloved”
(Eph. 1:6). The ‘idea of grace is prominent in the Epistle
to the Ephesians, which tells of the richmiess, the fulness
and the abundance of God’s grace. The Apostle Paul
frequently wrote about this topic (for example, 1 Cor.
15:10; Eph. 8:8), and the Bible is one big volume on
Grace. The. Gospel of grace s the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and a curse rests upon all who would preach
anoither Gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). In God’s sight it is much
more_ serfous for a man lto pervert ithe Gospel than to
flatly deny dt. If. we preach 0h|mnslt we must preach the

Gospel of grace.

Grace 'is glorious fin fits- quality. The term “Grace”
defies definfition. It has been described as “the unmerited
favour of God to man”. All illustrations and phrases
which the human mind and ttongue can employ to define
grace are Ju!sit mere samples of this great quality. We
are saved by grace (Eph. 2:8-10). If we are ‘to be saved
by good worlss, none can be saved; if we are to be saved
by grace, none need be lost. Grace is everything for
nothing — pardon, heaven, Chriist — all for firee. The
freedom 'of grace is glorious; we are saved ‘freely by
His grace.  There is no other way o be saved but by
grace alone, by accepting it freely. The ommipotence of

_ girace is also glorious. As God’s grace works in our hearts
there is no resisting ‘it. Whal s it that grace cannoft dio?
Grace changes 'the sinful nature, bringing about. a frans-
formation. Grace can make the worst sinner a new
creation. Regardless of man’s condition, grace is the
answer ibo his meed. Because of the grace of God we can
say 'to sinners, “There is no case beyond repair.”

Grace lis glorious in its object — walvation. “The grace
of God that bringeth walvation hith appeared” (Tit.
2:11). “This s a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptation hat Chriist Jesus came finto the world to
gave sinners” (1'Tim. 1:15). In Ephesians 1 we see how
comrpnéhe'nlsiwe thie term “salvation” really is:. it takes
in lection, pvredle'sﬁmaﬂmn adoption, redemption, forgive-
ness and acceptance in God's sight. Every one is guilty
before God. If we stand in our wsins, there will be a

verdict of condemmaltion, but if we 'smamldl in Christ, the
verdict will be an acquitibal.

“Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness -
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midist flaming worlds, in these arrayed,”
With joy ghall I lift up my head.”

This great message was broadcast over a wide terri
tory from station CHWO — Oakville (1250). It is a
source of joy and satisfaction thus to be able to preach
Chriigt to @ vast audience. The Gospel wenit forth power-
© fully also in the two Open Allr Services, one at 6 p.m.

.and ‘the other at 8.40 p.m., diredted especially to the
people 'in Alllan Gardens 'and in ‘the homes of tthis idistrict.
All the services were well attended, and fthe word in
testimony, prayer; music and message is bound to bless
many heartls.

‘Alt the morning service, also, Dr. Slade preached a fine :

. pearance, customs and importance.

message with blessing ‘to all who afftended. The subject
‘was “God, No Respecter of Persons” and 'the text, “God is
no respecter of persons: Bult in every naltion he ithat
feareth him, and worketh wightteousness, is accepted of
him. The word which God sent unfo the children of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lond of
all:)” Acts 10:34—36._ Thils is one of history’s great
events, God opening more ifully the door of salvaltion to
the Gen!tllles who are to be partakers of ithe: promises of
the Gospel through’ Jesus Christ. Jesis salid, “Other
sheep I have which are not of thiils fold: ‘them also-I
must bring, and they shall hear my volice; and ithere shall
be one fold and one shepherd” (John 10:16). God had
always fintended 'that the middle wall of panrtittion should
be broken down. John wrote, “After this I beheld, and
To a great multitude which no man could number, of all
nations and Kindreds, and peopte, and tongues sbood be-
fore 'the tthrone and before the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9). Chap-
ter Ten of Adts s a dramaltic chapter, along with Gen-
esiz 1 (the creation of man) and Matthew 1 (the appear-
ance of the Son of God, Immanuel, God with us), dramatic
in ‘the sense of being forceful and lively. This chapter
explaiing clearly the meaning of all.

God ‘is no respedter of personis, but all men need to be
saved. Even Cornelius was unsaved, a man who was .de-
voult, sincere, religious, generous, impressed wilth ithe
majesty of God and a.man of prayer. We are not saved
thirough good works and good charadter, but by grace.
‘Cornelius must itrust in the Lord Jesus Chuiist.

Notice God's method of bringing salvaltion o \’dhlLs man.
Peiter, the messenger, wag prepared, made ready, his pre-
judices broken down ithiat he might ttake the Gospel ‘to
ithils Genitile. Cornelius, on his'part, was also prepared

" and sent for Peter, who wenlt o him with fthe Gospel,

prieachling that whosoever believeth in Christ shall receive
remission of sins. The Holy Spirit came upon Cornelius
and ‘Hhose gathered in his house. Cornelius was saved
and was baptized. We are ito preach that same message,
lookiimg ‘to God for power Wil you trust Him? Wil you

‘confess Him?

BIBLE LESSON (Cont’d from p. 13)

Thus, when the external and internal opposition should be
overthrown, it might truly be said that the Lord lad de-
stroyed all their enemles (marginal reading for “cities” in
verse 14). Judgment in full would be meted out to those
nations “which hearkened not”.(v. 15, Revised Versions; Psa.
9:17; Prov. 1:24-27; Isa. 26:21; Mic. 7:17). ,

For Younger Scholars

Talk about this prophecy concerning the coming of the
Saviour to Bethlehem, and show how it was fulfilled (Matt.
2:1-11). Young people would be interested in hearing facts
about ancient and modern Bethlehem, its position, .size, ap-
Discuss reasons- why-
this small town- was chosen by God to be the birth-place of
Chrlst the Lord, rather than the sacred city of Jerusalem.

Daily Bible Readings

July 9—The King’s Virgin Birth ..................... Isa. 7:10-16
July 9—The King’s Names ..........cccccocoverncinccnnnn. Isa. 9:1.7
July 10—The King’s Righteousness ..................... Isa, 11:1-9
July 11-—The King’s Power ...........ccooovciiniiincieicnaennn. Isa. 2
. July 12—The King’s Conquests ....................... 1 Cor. 15:24.28
July 18—The King’s Coronation ...........coccoeceeiin, sa. 2

14——The King’s Supremacy
. Suggested Hymns
O come, o come, Emmanuel'
Oh, worship the King!
Lo' He comes with clouds descending
With harps and with vials. I
Rejoice, the Lord is King!
Come, Thou almighty King!

July
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~ Che Sermons of
- "Thy Name s

Br. 3. T. Shields

As Ointment Poured Forth”

(Stenographically Reported)

“Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured

N forth.”—The Song of Solomon 1:8.

We thank Thee, O Lord, that we have not to go into heaven
to bring Thee down from above, nor into the depths to bring
Thee again from the grave; for the word is nigh us, even in
our hearts and in our mouths, even the word of faith: that
if we confess with our mouths the Lord' Jesus, and believe in
our hearts that God hath raised Him from the dead, we shall
be saved. "We thank Thee that so many of us have been led
by divine grace thus to believe, and thus to confess; and have
now the assurance that we have passed from death unto life;
and are brought into the family of God. Therefore would we
draw near to Thee as the children of God, praying as Thou
hast taught us to pray: calling Thee our Father. We bless
Thee, O Lord, that all barriers have been removed between
the believing soul and Thee, and that whereas we were once
strangers and foreigners, we are now fellow citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God. Help us that we may
appropriate that portion of our inheritance which is included
in the earnest of the inheritance which Thou hast given. us
until the redemption of the purchased possession.. We are
rich in Christ Jesus; we are blessed with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Him.

We pray that every child of Thine here may be enabled by
faith to appropriate that portion, that measure, of grace

_ which his need of this hour requires.

Command Thy blessing upon all Thy people everywhere,

upon all who proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ at -

home and abroad. Be mindful of those who suffer, those
who lie in hospitals, and on beds of pain at home. Graciously
minister to all such, we beseech Thee. Bless us in our medi-
tations. Open our hearts to the reception of Thy truth, and
our understandings that we may know something of that
“which Thou hast prepared for us. So do Thou glorify Thy-
self in this service, for Thy name’s sake, Amen.

HE text will be found in the book of the Canticles,

The Song of Songs which is Solomon’s, chapter one,

verse 'three: “Because of the savour of thy good oint-
ments thy name is as ointment poured forth.” )

It may be doubted whelther ever in the world's history
there was greater need for the power of a healing name
than to-day. In some respedis world conditions are al-
miost as tryiing as during the dreadful days of the world
war.' Distress of nations is everywhere apparent. And
whether you wview fife in ilbs smallest unit, and consider
tive life of the individual, or look upon lit in iits varied
- relationships; it is <till e same: we need a Name 'that
'has healing virtue in it. And there is a Name whiich has
a balm for every wsickness, an oinbment for every wound.

This text can refer to but one Person, o the One whom
God has given a Name “ihat; is above every name”.. And
under whatever name you ihink of Him, this text is true,
becausge of 'the savour of Hig wood winiments : His mame
" “is as ointment poured forth”. “His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighity God, fthe ever-
Tagting Falther, ithe Prince of Peace.” Whether by one of
these names, or by one of many ofhers, yiou hiink of Him,
His Name has healing in 'it. And T wanit 'this morning
to speak of 'the healing virtue of he Name of ithe Lord
Jesus. . :

You remember when Mury Droughit her alabaster box
of ointment, veny precious, and hroke it, and poured it

. over fthe head -of the Master, the house was filled whith

the odor of Uhe oindment. There lis a sweel savour about
the name of Jesus. 1Tow olllen we sing in {hiis place:

“How sweetl the Name of Jesus sounds
In a bheliever’s ear:
It woollves his yorrows, ‘heals his wounds,
And drives away 'hiis feanr”!

L

Now, fiivst of all, 4he Name of our Lord Jesus “is as
ointmenit poured forth” hecause there is iin it that which
everybody needs: THI HIEALING GRACE OF FOR-
GIVENESS. Whut lernible wounds sin makes! What
fearful lacerabions of the spiril fhey suffer who have
hecome iitls vicbims! How terribly forn 'is the life in which
sin has dominion! And every one of us needs the heal-
ing grace of this maidhless Name. Tt is impossible that
anyone should five unito thimsell.
our comfort in respect to lhose who have left us. How
incomplete life 'is with many! How segmentbary! Some-
body who 'had become a part of life has gone; and the
man or the woman is lefi alone, or the children without
their parenits. And fin spilie of all our efiforits, if efforts
‘we make, to forget, thal woynd is with uws still. One can-
not help wondening whad, thas ibecome. of one who was the
major pavt of life. Where is he? Where is she? What
hope thave we, or can we thave, ifor those who have left
us? )

During years comparalively wrecent the ‘highways of
time ‘have been ‘thronged with those whom war, and
pestilence, and famine, ‘have been hurrying into the life
beyond. Amnd what can we say of anyone who has gone?
Whiat hope have we for anyone, as we view the record
of ltheir lives? Bven when toucdhed by a kindly charity,
even when viewed in ithe perspedtive of ithe years, there-
is no life that is flawless — ithat s absolutely without
gtain. And how necessary it i that we should view
those who have lefit us through ‘the medium of ‘the Name
of Jesus! What a joy it is to know of many that they
died with ‘that Name wpon their Mps, or at least in their
heants ; and ithelir trust simply veposed inr Him !

“My hope is built on nothling less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”

And when thus we view the vamntished life, through the
medium of the grace that is in the Name of Jesus, we
know 'that there was ‘forgiveness there, and we can say
tthey have gone ito be witth Christ *whiich is ‘far beltter”.
Shall I surprise you §f I say that ithe Name of Jesus
iis our only hope for ithose who have been called from
us, 'even though they made no profession of faith in
Chniist? When one has died, and you did not know wheth-
er such an 'one were a Chrisftiian or not, — they left no
testimony, they had nothing ito say of ‘thelir hope in

And we need it for .
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Chrilst. We only know thatt ‘the record of ‘theiir life was

sinful as s ours, and we have nothing to comfort us at .

all in respect to their future — ean we find any comfort

in the Name of Jesus in such a case as that? Why, my

friends, it is the only comfort we can ‘find.

I remember an instance during :the war of a certain

minigter, a very godly man, who had several sons, and
tthey were all in the army. Al but one of ithem were
Christians. The one had made no profession, had given
no findication whatever of personal fintterest in Christ.
It was the constant concern of hils father and mother
that ithat boy in the face of death, hourly, should be
saved. He wals fthe one cause of itheir anxiety. One day
they got a lefiter firom him: from “Somewhere in Franice”
and in that létter he said that the artillery company of
which he was a member, were crossing a certain wiver
when the enemy got the range, and a walin of steel fell
* ithick and ‘fast about ithem: men were being killed on
every side; and it seemed impossible that anyone could
come through that hail of death: And he said that while
. momentarily expecting to be killed himself, all' that his
faither had taughit him of the gospel came back o him;
and there in but a fraction of fime he saw Christ, and
the tooked o Him as his Saviour, and was saved. Con-
trary lbo hils expectalion he came through ithat terrible
'ordeal ; and at the very first moment he had opportunity,
he wrote a letter to his father and his mother, belling
them ithalt they need hiave no further anxiety: that he was
saved through the blood of Christ; and that §f he should
never come home 'they could be sure of meeting him
beyond. -

Supposting he had not lived through that ordeal — sup-
posing he had mever had opportunity of writing that
Tetter, they would never have known whiether he had
really looked to Christ or not. But he had.

Brother Brownlee ‘fold me a story of someone who had

- been wisiting at the 'China Inland Mission, who ‘told of
a place fin the north of England where in the cenftre of
the little town there was a public drinking fountamin
whiich had been erected s & monument of ‘the grace of
God. On the fountain there was this inseription :

“ "T'wixt the saddle and thie ground
Merey I soughtt ; merey 1 found.”

It was the story of the squire of the neighbourhood, a
man of wealth .and position, bult a godless man who did

noit trust Chriist. He was out humiting one day, and hils
horige ithrew him. And between ithe time he left the
saddle and struck the ground he looked to Christ and
was saved. They picked him up unconscious, and ook
him o the hospiltal.
sciiousness for some time. But when at last he recovered
and came back to consclousness again his first words

© wiere, “Thank God I am saved!” And laber, to commem-

orate - what God had done for him, he eredted this
fountain in ihe public square, and put !hhs testimony
upon lit:
“ "Twixt the saddle and the ground,
Mercy I sough't; mercy I 'found.”

Whialt other name can give you a hope like that? I got
an anoniymous letiter once from Belfast. I have often
wished fthe writer had given me her mame — evidently
a woman. The letiber 'said, “I have a friend who has
.recently been sadly bereaved. She had a boy who was

g*rea}bly beloved ; and he had a lingering ilness. Hn@ last

He contiinued in a stabte of uncon-,

days were 'spent in one of the hospitals in Belfast. He
‘wals a very reticent boy — one who was very difficult
to tialk with. Apparenitly he had no religious interest at
wll. His molther did not know what to do, or .how to
point him tbo Chrigt. And so she wals getbing from some
frifend lin Toronlto a copy of our paper, and she was in
‘the habit of taking it to the hospital, and sitting at her
son’s bedsiide she read it aloud in the hope ‘that he would
hear. He made no response; but she did tthat over and
over again. One day when he was in special pain, and
gregltly troubled, as he ‘turned over in his bed and moan-

ed because of his pain, he salid, “Oh well, mother, I think
I am just one of ithe other little ships 'that Jesus is
is takiing care of.” He never isaliid more; and in a little
whille he passed away. This friend said that terribly
bereaved moither was holding on o that confession of
his: ‘the very fact ‘that he had menftioned ithe name of
Jesus, and fthalt he said that he thought Jesus was taking
care -of him, was to 'thalt bereaved mother as “cintment
poured forth”.

And s it not so ‘with s, dear friends, as believers, no
miatiber how long you have been Christians, no matter
what experiences you may have behind you, the one
ground of your.hope is that there fis forgiveness with
Hiim; tthalt the blood of Jesus Chriist, God's son, “cleanseth
us from all sin.” Oh, may that commonplace never become
commonplace — the fact of Torgiveness! What a wonder-
ful thing that He has blotited out all my sins! May we
never lose ithe freshness of it, the bloom of it! I have
thought of some ‘men, men of distinction, whose great-

_ ness to me always consisted chiefly in this, that they

never got away from ibhat first experience of divine’
grace. Nio maitter ‘how far they wenl, ithe forgiving grace
of ‘God" was real to them. A brother said a beautiful.
ithing fin the prayer meeting. Let me pass fit on o you.
He safid something to this effect, “I suppose there would
be no division of opinion among us on lthis poinit, that
of all the disciples of ‘Christ, none atiained to a higher
spitittual sbature than 'the Apostle Paul. And notwith-
standing his” greatness, he spoke of himself as ‘the least
of all the aposiles’. Amd'ithen a little while later he de-
seribed himiself as ‘the least of all saints’. And not long
before he reached ithe end, he safid, “This fis a fafthful
saying, and worthy of all a*ccep‘talbl'on that Chriist Jesus
came linbo ‘the world to save sinners; of whom I am
chief’.” Was ‘thatt not fine? “The least of lthe apostles”!

" “The least of all.saints”! But as he got nearer to the

glory he said, “The most wonderful 'thing of alt is. ﬂhlalt .
He s’ho'uﬂld have saved the chiief of all sinners.” .

)Yolu will never outgrow that. Did I tell you I read
years ago of a Presbyterian minister lin New York City
—1T forget his name — who preached a sermon on ‘the
‘oceasion of his jubilee — he had been fifty years pastor
of one church,- and for twenby-five years of that time
‘his son had been his assigtant. The old man, in review-
ing the half cenbury of minfistry looking over ‘his con-
gregation and seeing the children, and 'the grandchildren,
and perhaps the great grandchildren of his original par-
ishioners, '‘thinking of all the joys and sorrows they had
had together, he said, “I will nolt be very long with you
now; and whether the Lord calls me home suddenly or
not I cannot say. But if He should permit me to linger
for a little while just to say ‘Goodbye’ to you before 1
pass, and you should come to my bedside to comfort your
0ld pastor, please do not ‘tell me that I have ever done
anything! You need not remind me of how I have tried
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ibo miinister to you. Just come and tell me this one thing :
Say, ‘Pastor we remind you of the trutth you preached
-dluvrliml_g all ithe years, that Jesus died for you @ sinner’.”
That is what we need: tha't is our only comfort. His
Name, because of 'the wavour of His good ointments s
like “ointment poured ﬂorﬂh", and it fills all 'Yhe house
with its fragrance.

Are you mot glad you are w Christian? If you have
not a penny in your pocket, or a dollar in the bdank, or
a firfend in ‘this world, if you have a. Friend in ‘the glory,
and = passport to the skies, then you ought lto be able
to say, “Hallelujah!”- His name “lis a9 ointment poured
forth”.

1I.

Then there s another element in the human life, of
whiich 'we all urgently stand in need. What other Name
is representative to us of SYMPATHY: of ithat which
wraps itself about our wounded heants, and brings us
comfort when we meed it most? Science has lbried o
give us substitulbes for ‘the Name of Jesus.. Sometimes
you go ‘info a store, and ask for a certain remedy. The
storekeeper may ibell yvou sometimes, “No, I have not that
iin sbock, but I have something just as good.” And you
thave been offered a great many things that are said to
be “just as good”’ as the Name of Jesus. Science has

done ‘its best 'to provide us with such a substitute. They -

‘tell us that God ‘is the Great First Cause! That sounds
learned, does it not! They call Him Force! or Energy!
They call Him Law! Sometimes they call Him Nature!
And then phillosophy has ‘taken hold of ithe evidence of
science, and has sought to formulabe something that will
be a substitute for the Name of Jesus; and on that basis
ithey have told us that this Force, this Law, thig First
Grealt ‘Cause, ithis indefinable Energy is The Great Un-
known, and the Unknowable! But that does not help us.
“You cannot dry a mam’s, tearls with that. Science or
philosophy: have - produced no handkerchief adeguabe to
wipe mian's tears away. But give me ithe Name of Jesus,
and there is mot any experience lthrough which: I can
pass tthat He does not know all about — whether it iis on
lthe height of the miounitains, or in the depths of ithe
darkest walley, or wutt on !ﬂhle storm-swept sea — He
un'derstands.

He was not often where people were menry—makmg
Two or ‘tlhiree ‘times, perhaps, '‘they called Him %o a feast.
Once they invited Him fo a wedding! But wherever
there was palin, and sorrow, and poverty, and.hunger,
and itears, ‘and death, Jesus came. Why, He spent His
life on earth among the sorrowing sons of men. And
He carried our human nature -with- Him into the glory:
He did mot leave His body here, but He wenlt home 'in the
body in which He had been crucified, with the marks of
the mails about Him. And there He lis, as a High Priest
who fis ltoudhed with lthe feelings of our infirmities, Who
was ‘in alt points “tempted like as we amre, yet wiithoutt
S'l'rl ”

: “We may not climb the heavenly steeps
To bring lhe Lord Chirist down ;

In valin we search the Towest deeps,
For Him no depths can drown.

“But warm, sweeit, '.tenldier, even yet
‘A presentt help is He;
And faith has still its Olivet,
Amnd love its Galilee.

7/

“eartth hias become

e healling of His seamless dress
- I's by our beds of palin; -
Welbowch Him in life's throng and press,
And we are whole again.”

Many a ltime in our meetings for prayer, when we have
sung our hymns of praise tto the glorious Name of Jesus,
I have seen ithe shadiow pass ‘from ‘he countenances of ‘the
weary; 1 have seen sometimes tears of gladness glisten-
ing in their eyes, until by and by ‘they coulld scarcely
restrain {themselves. because the Great Sympathiser had
come. The Unknown! The Unknowable, indeed! No!
The Bulilder of the worlds has become the Carpenter.
The Ancientt of Dayw is tthe Babe of Bethlehem! The Lord
has become a Minister of ,grace! The Judge of all the
— lelt me whisper it to you — He has
become my Saviour. “The high and lofty One that in-
habiteth eternity” hals dome o Tive right hiere! With him
who lis iof a humble and conitrite spirit does He conde-
scend o 'dwell. ‘There is no one like Jesus. “Because of
the savour of thy good ointmentts thy name is as ointment
poured forth.”

I wonder is there anyone here this morning who is
down a bit? Anybody in the 'dumps! Do you -kmow wihat
ithat is? Anybody who has fthe doldrums! That is a good
word. You do not need to go to the dictionary to find
out what that means: your own heant will define it for
you. I wonder lis there anyone hard up! “What did
you say!” Do you know anything aboutt hard ltimes? Do
you wantt ‘Someone to help you out? I was talking with
someone 'the other day about the many 'definitions of
the pessimist and the optimist; and I 'old them whai
somebody told me when I was crogsing the sea once.
He 'salid, “An optimist lis @ man who ‘does not care what
happens as long as it does mot happen tho him. And a
pessimist is 2 man who has lived altogether too long with
an optimist.” Ratther a good antithesis, I think! Although
it ‘is 'a word I meldom wuse, and never without apology
because it is so threadbare, so well worn; it lis more ‘in
neeed of a vacalion than you are — I refer to ithat word
optimism. The Spirit of Jesus was fthe most optinristic,
the most hopeful Spirit that the world has ever known.
Amd if you would be of good cheer, and you would dispel
all the clouds, and all the gloom, come to Him. He was
born fin a dark day. How significant: ‘“Now when
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod ‘the king”! What a terrible day in which ‘o be
born! when a sword was unsheathed against Him, and.
they woughtt the young child’s life. He came into the
world unwanted; when uniselfighniess was unappreciated;
when righteousness was despised ; when truth was hated;
when “men loved darknesy rather ithan light, “because
their deeds were evil.” He came linfio a world unprepared
o show Him any hospitality. And yet He lived a beauti-
ful life; pursued a straight course; mever compromised
with evil; and they rewarded the ‘bestiimony of His abso-
Tuttely blameless record by nailing Him to a cross of
wood. And when the sky wals darkened, when lthere was
not a sun mor ‘a star fin the sky, when tthe blackest night
the worlld has ever known seftled down upon ihis earth,
with perfect composure He dismissed His Spirit, and
said, “Fafther, into thy hands I commend my spirit”; and

' He bowed His head and gave up tthe ghost. T'hve'renevver
-wiais a word of sadness; never a word of gloom; never a

word ‘that would take ‘.ﬂh-e smile from aniyone’s face had
ever escaped His lips. And though all the world was
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against Him, and all His disciples forsook Him, and
even for 'our sakes He was forsaken of His God, He still
uttered a gospel of good cheer. As Mrs. Browning ‘'says
of 'that dreadful crv, when He said, “Why hast thou
forsaken me?”: : ’ :
“It wentt up single, edholess,

Amid His lost crealtion,

Thalt of the lost no soul

Shoulld use those words of desolabion.”

“Be of good cheer,” said He, “I have overcome tthe world.”
Oh, whalt a Saviiour He is!
Bult ‘to-day will pass; and we must face to-morrow,

the great ‘to-morrow, all the to-morrows, and 'the to-mor--

row aftter the day when someone 'shall hear the earih
falling upon 'the casket 'that hlides us from lhe view of
our friends. After that—what? Can you tell me of any-
body lthat can speak a word of good dheer coming home
from a funeral? Who- knows anything about it? This s
the Name — dhis is the only Name — that has ointment,
for the broken heart-of the mourner; for it is the only
name lthat speaks about resurrection and re-union. But
this Jesus, once upon earth, lis now in the glory, and
some day Heis coming agalin!
~ An old minister was once asked by his wife, “My dear,
do you ‘think we chall know each other in heaven?” He
was rather a gruff sort, with a kindly 'heavt, and he
said, ‘“Well, do you ithink I will be a bigger fool in heaven

than I have been on earth?”’ She wsaid, “No, I .do not
suppose you wihll be,” — maybe she ‘thought that he
could not be, I 'do not know. He wsaid, “I have known
you pretty well here, have I not?”’ “Yes.” “Well, I have
not any doubt we shall know each other yonder.”

That tis my message : .

“Take the name of Jesus with yiou,
IChiitd of sorrow and of woe;
It will joy and comfort give you —
Take it, then, wher’er you go.”
Let us pray: )
O Lord, seal, we beseech Thee, by the blessing of Thy Spirit .
the testimony of Thy word this morning. May those of- us
who come to Thy table,'come with gladness of heart. May the

Name of Jesus be just a little sweeter to us than it has ever
been before, for Thy Name’s sake, Amen.

August 3, 1930.

DATES TO REMEMBER
July 4—Dr. H. C. Slade speaks on the subject, “What Do
Jehovah’s Wiltnesses Believe?”
July 11—Rev. John Knight of Jamaica tells of his mis-
gionary work in that land.
October .6-20—Mr. James Armstrong of Noﬂb‘hern Ire-
land conducts Evangelistic Services.
Pray for all these special gatherings and attend,
=~ if possible.
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The Mlssmnary Arm of the I.C. C C.

( International Counczl of Christian Ch,urchec)

The Associated Missions
By Rev. R. L. Ryerse

RGANIZED in 1952 wilth seven miission agencies in
charter membership, 'The Associated Missions has
grown 'to a membershiip of twenlty mission agencies and
adds ‘to the Hst eleven others which it represents in ar
associate capa:dl‘by Aldop!ted as the missionary arm’ of
the I.C.C.C. in 1952 in Eldlmlburg*h Scotland, 4t serves fin
close association with both the American Council of
Christian Churdhes and the International Council of
Chriistiian Churnches, although conducting its work and
minlistry under ithe 'direction of s own  officers and
executive commitiee elected and supported by ibs mem-
ber mission agencies. Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft of Phila-
delphlia s the. president of The Associated Missions. The
Rev. Robert L. Ryerse began his work with The Asso-
cigted Missions in September, 1952, as Administrative
Secretary and has continued to serve lim that capacity.
The Associated Missions ofifice was flirst opened ‘in
Washiingibon, biutt ‘iis now localted in Ol'eveland Ohio, where
the work of the Associdtion continues 'in \its multiplied
and responsible outreach around ‘the world in these days
of wpostasy.
The sphere of ibs opet'aﬁlon and. activities includes the
following :

—Serves as the accrediting agency w1th the various
governmenlts for its member mission agencies.

—Matintainis 'direct connection and confact with over
60 embassies and legations at Washington, D.C., on
behalf of lits members and others; can assist in prob-
lems involving passports, visas, enbry permits and
ofher matters in re'lalthon to .missionaries ‘an'd thieir
" boards. o

—Supports and defends before appropriate govern-
ment agencies ‘the principle of religious liberty as
it applies o mission work around the world.

—Dijggeminaltes vital missionary information in rela-
‘tion o world-wide apostasy.

—Opposes- the monopolidtic policies of the National

- Council, and the World Council lin relation 't)o mis-
sions on either a local or world level. -

—Represenitls its member agencies in special problems
lin relation to our own and foreign governmenis.
—Upholds the separatist position of fits own member
agencies and “thers in 'thelir work .on the mission

fields.

—Works consgtantly 'to help keep migsion doors open on
the foreign mission fields 'on behalf of itis own and
otther sound missien boards.

—Protests - the efforts of Romamiism to expel sound
Protestant missions from wcertain foreign mission
fields and exposes tthe areas in which Romanism
continues ils persecution of sound Protestant
churches and believers.

—Provides a sound and sensible medlum through
whiich separated miissions may 'find representation
in those areas where lthe “Ecumenical WOC” move-

ment has already established agencies to represent
fitt.

The AJsssocna:beld Migsions of the I.C.C.C. occupies a
straltegic 'and vital position in relation to present world
miissionary conditiions and is ready 'to serve all who take
their stand in separation from apostasy in these days

when compromise and expe'dllenoy 'seem ‘to be the accepted
method of meeting tthe major pmlb'lems in e great miis-
gion fields of the woirlid. . -

Inquiiries concerning membership in T'hle Associated
Migsions should be addressed to the Rev. R. L. Ryerse,
1120 Chester Ave., Room 221, Cleveland 14, Ohio.

SOME PROJECTS OF THE IL.C.C.C.

Bible Balloons
In 1952 1.C.C.C. leaders had a growing burden to help
those countless oppressed souls under the tyramny of
communism. This Christ-like attitude was expressed in
refugee reflief and “Bible Balloons.”
Jesus said: “Go ye into all the world.” That tincludes
Russia, and: the other Red satellite lands. It is impossible

to send missionaries behind the Iron (Curtain, so fthe
.a:llternalﬂwe was to BALLOON the Word ovf God to- the

oppressed.

The BEdinburgh I.C.C.C. Conference in 1952 approved
the project and Dr. Billy James Hargis, Tulsa,Cklahoma,
was appointed chairman. Today, friends of the I.C.C.C.
rejoice 'in the accomplishments of the Bible Balloon
Project. Each year since 1953, balloons carrying por-
tiions of the Bible have heen released. 50,000 portions in
’53 .. . 100,000 lin '54 . .. 250,000 in ’55". . . 200,000 in
’56. These balloons were launched in the spirit of prayer.
with the promlise of God, “MY WORD WILL NOT
RETURN UNTO ME VOID,” providing the fincentive
and inspiration.

Results? As far as their ability to make the twip is
concerned, scientific tests haye verified that a typical
balloon can travel over 3,000 miles before coming ‘down.
Launiched on the very border of ithe Iron Curtalin during
the days when the prevailing winds are ideal, the balloons
cannot help bult reach the desired tervitory. But far bet-
tter than ‘thiat — refugees who have escaped into freedom.
thave tesbified to the accuracy of the Bible Balloon drops
and of the tremendous spiritual revival the words of our
Lord have brought in some sections behind fhe Iron
Curthaiin.

This unselfish project of the I1.C.C.C. has made count-
Jess fniends for its cause around the world.
throughout tthe free world have featured stories concern-
ing the balloon drops. Dr. Hargis has been interviewed
over major radio and ‘television networks of America.

And what of the future? Plans are in the making for
more firequent and greater balloon launchings. Our prayer
is, “Mayv God bless His Word ito heartts of many enislaved
people.” —By Dr. Billy James Hargis, Chalirman

* * * *

Newspapers,

’
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rRecent Release of Bible Balloons
Evangelist Billy James Hargis of Tulsa, Oklahoma, hus
just returned from a six weeks’ “world tour for Christ”,
during which ftite e sent 25,000 balloons from: the Iron
Cunttain border wof -Czechoslovakia, Taden with 125,000

portions of ithe Bible lintto communist counitries. Also, he

was 'the guest of Generalissimo and Madam Chiang Kai-
Shek on Formosa and of President Syngman Rhee in
Seoul, Korea. Dr. Hargis publishes-the Christian Cru-
wade magazine and has a weekly and daily broadcast over
an international independent metwork of wadio stations
from New York to Califormia. Hamgis anmounced ‘thalt

he will give a report of his trip over his dafily and weekly

‘biroadcast the next three weeks. “I wenlt on ithis trip as
an ambassador without portfolio,” said Hargis, “repre-
senfiing officially no one except my own organization,
without foreign afid diollars 'to give ‘to anyone, but with
a growing obsession that such a ‘trip was essential . . .
I wentt, actually, as an Ambassador for Christ.”

[Hargis salid that his impressions, gained from inter-
viiews wilth ‘world religious business and government lead-
ers in Europe, the Middle East and Far East, left hlim

.witth definiite feelings on the four subjedts ¢f foreign aid,

the erisis in Formosa, military aid to Korea, and the need
for reviival of morality in tthe ‘“free world”. “As a result
of fthiis trip,” Hangis continued, “and based on the teach-
ings of Jesus which say simply, ‘You cannot serve God
and Mammon,” I am convinced, and I hope ‘o convince
milllions of my fellow Americans ‘that the United Staltes
must congistently follow 'ﬂhe policy of no help for
enemies.”
" [Hargis said he felt the cniticism of Am-emca-n morals
by miissfonaries and leaders of foreigm countries reflected

the lirend of tthe times in the United States today. “T -

have come 'to this conclusion, after mhaking ithis Jlong
tirip,” said Hargis, “and that fis that we need a revival
of morals, because as individuals and as a nation, we have
logt our consdience . .
struggle with communism and ‘tyranny unless we pay the
priice as individuals. We cannot expect God fto answer
our prayer and save America firom defeat, unless we are
living 'the life of Chriist. We dannot .expect the natjons
of ithe ‘world o foltow our example unless we are setting
an example in ‘Chiristian living and in prayer.”

The Bible Balloon projedt of which Dr. Hargis is
Chalirman, thas senit over one million poritions of ‘the Bible
imbo Iron Curtain countries since 1953, in cdooperation
with the Intermational Council of Chrigtian Churches.

. Holland Flood Relief ‘

February, 1953, brought ‘the worst flood disaster to
The Netherlands tthat dhat lititle country had known since
1421. As soon -as word came from: the I.C.C.C.'s Amslter-
dam woffice of 'the suffering caused by the storm, the
pregident of the International Council sent out an appeal
- to all of fts churches and ito Christian people everywhere
to help send relief to our brethren there.

Letiters were mailed, radio announcements maide, tele-
grams sent. Volunteers brought paint brushes fo paint
posters. Booths were set up on the main corners of
cities bo collect money for the Netherlands Flood Relief.
Groups of young people ‘took cartion containers anid stood
at'the entrances of shipyards, banks and business build-
ings o appeal for funds/ The Lord wouched the hearts
of mamy people to give to those who had lost so much in
the bitiber watters and cold of 'this grealt disaster.

. We will be defeated in this

Due to tthese efiforits and ithe generous giving of Ameri-
dan Christians, the 1.C.C.C. was able to send over $17,000
to its Amgterdam office where an 1.C.C.C. committee had
been wet up tto disburse the funds Yo Christians lin need,
and to help rebuild thelr churches. -

Doctrmal Statement of the 1.C.C.C.

‘Among other equally Biblical ‘truths, we | believe and
maintain the following :

(a) The plenary Divine inspiration of the Scriptures in
. the original languages, their consequent inérrancy’
and infallibility and, as the Word of God, the su-
preme and final duthority in faith and life;

The Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit ;
The ‘essenitfial, absolute, eternal Deity, and tthe real
and proper, but sinless, humanity of our Liord Jesus
Christ ;

Hiis birtth of ithe virgin Mary ;
Hiis sulbdﬂi’bmﬂmn!awy expiatory dea‘ﬂh .dn that He
gave His life“a ransom for many”;

His resurrection from among.the dead fin 'the same
{body iin which He was crucifiéd and the vecond com-
ing of this same Jesus in power and great glony;
The total depravity of man ‘through the Fall;
Salvation, the effedt of regeneration by the Spirit
and the Word, not by works but by grace, tthrough
falith ; :
(i) The everl;a!s'bmg bliss of the. saved, and the everla-stt-
ing suffering of the lost;

The real spiritual unity in Ohrvist of all redleem;ed
by His precious blood ;

"The necessiby of maintaining, a:ocondlmg to the Word
of God, the pumi‘by of the -Ohtu-ndh fin doctiine and
life ;

And, still believing 'the Apostles’ ‘Oreed lto be a staite-
_ment of Seriptural truth, we ‘therefore ‘mcolrpm-a‘be
it in these articles of fiafith.

(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)

()

(g)
(h)

()
(k)

JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR
For the week commencmg July 1st

SUNDAY JULY 7

9.45 Bible Sdhool for evenyibody, frrom gran'dfa'the'l

to the baby. :
11.00 Morning Service.

4.30 Afternoon Class.

6.00 Open-Ajir Service in Allan Gardens.

6.15 Prayer Service in Greenway Ohlapel.

7.00 Regular evening service.

7.30-8.30 Broadeast CHWO -— Oakville (1250).

© 8.40 Monthly Communion Service.

TUESDAY, JULY 2 )
8.00 Departmental Oonfelences of the Bible School,’
followed by the ‘teaching of the lesson at 8.45.
THURSDAY, JULY 4
8.00 Bible Ledture by Dr. H. C. Slade.
Choir Practice following the lecture.
' SATURDAY, JULY 6

3. 00 Church and School Plcmc, followed by service
’ of witness at Exhibition Grounds.
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ANNE REMEMBERS TO BE KIND

- The Sunday School contest 'in the village church at
Andover was mearly over: in three weeks' itime prizes-
would be awanded to those who had been present and on
time the most Sundays, had studied thelir tesson, carried
their Bible and had brought the most new scholars to ithe
School. Ellen Gray and Anne Hodgson were talking about
it one fine summer Sunday morning as ‘they walked
along ithe quiet streef, and then made itheir way along
the palth ‘through the shady park. They were great
friends and companions in schiool, at play and in ‘the
Sunday School.

“Eilen,” said Anme, “you and I must be careful and
wabch thalt we do not make a slip, for up to ‘to-day we
hlave equal marks, and our two names are aft ‘the top of
the list.” '

“Yes,” her-friend replied, “it wasn’t a bif hard to go
to Sunday School each Sunday, and we always leave home
in good time. And wasn’t it fun to see ithose children
who Five down by the harbour come and listen to the
Bible stories? Poor children, they just did mot know
amything about Jesus unftil we asked them to come wilth
us. - But I wich ithat rich Mr. Jones would let his Grace

" and Charles come. They really want 'to come, butt ithey
say he just laughed at them at first, then when 'they
wtill coaxed him for permission, he stamped his foot an

said ‘No’_in such a way that they dare noft ask him

agalin. But whiat is that strange sound? Listen!” ~

“It sounds as though someone were whiimpering,” said
Anne. “Is it a lititle dog, or is it a child?”

“Let’s go and find out. Whoever it is cannot be far
away.” ) , )

Very soon the girls found a litithe boy of 'two, sitbing
on ithe ground with hiis head bemt down, sobbing breath-
lessly. His fline white ghirt was covered with dirt, as
were his ibrown trousers. One knee was bleeding. He
had evidenitly fallen on ‘the cinder path. Gen'tly ithey lifted
him wup. '

“I want my muver! Where lis my daddy ?”’ he sobbed

“Alt righit, dear. We'll take: you ‘bo mother,” said Anne,
as whe gathered him in her arms. “Ellen, 'do you see who
this boy is? I am sure he fis the Jones baby. We must
take him home at once.” :

F“Bult, - Anne,” replied her firiend, “we would be late
for Sunday Sdhool, and lose our marks and everything,
The others will get alvead of us.”

“I can’t help it,” said Anme. ‘“Marks are not every-
“ithing. You had better go on, buf I must itake ithe haby
home. Tell the teacher I'll gef there as soon as I can.”
And she started back in the direction from which she and
Ellen had come, .the child lying quietly in her arms.

Just as she arrived at tthe gate of 'the Jones Mansion,
a framftic nurse came running idown the pathway, fol-

lowed by an excited gentleman. When they saw the two
at the gate, they rushed up to them. The nurse quickly
itook ithe child and thurried him into 'the house, while
Mr. Jones sitopped, panting, facing Anne, who felt sud-
denly shy and speechless. : '

“My dear girl, who are you? Where did you find my
Daviid? He must have slipped ouit of ihe garden when no
one was watching., We have been searching the house and
the grounds, never dreaming the would toddle away like
that. What iis your name, dear? What c¢an I 'do o reward
y'()'u?" ,

By tthis time Anne had found her voice. “Ellen and 1
were on our way to Sunday School — Oh, I am Anne
Hodgson and Ellen Gray is my friend. We heard a ery
and found your little boy. I guess he had a tumble on
the path, but he will be all right, sir.”

“And you came back o bring him home? And you
carried him all ithe way from ithe park? He is a chubby
voungster. Where did you learn to be kind like that?”

“Please, sir, I could not do anything else but bring
him home. I guess it is because I love Jesus ithat I love
all the little boys and glirls, and I want them all ko go
‘to Supday Schiool, too, and learn about Jesus.”

A strange look came over ‘the face of Mr. Jones, and
Anne suddenly remembered what she had heard aboui
Mr. Jones and hiis refusal to et his children .come ‘to
Sunday. School. Bult he smiled and said, “My children
woulld like to go to Sunday School, and indeed, I would
like to go mywself and take them. I used ito teach in
Sunday School some years ago, but when I began ‘to
make money, I thought ‘that I dould 'do wilthout the
Lord. But when my David could not be found this
morning, I began to pray that ithe Liord woulld bring him
back safely to me, and He did. I am sorry for my past
neglect, and I have been too stern with ‘the children.
But Anne, next Sunday you may walbch for us at Sunday
School. Now run along, I should not ‘have kept you so
long.”

“Oh, that is all vight, sir.
coming next Sunday.”

Amnne ran tto the ¢hurch as fast as she could, and as
she entered the class-room her teacher was reading these
wordis firom 'the Bible: “Woe unto you, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and cummin,
and have omitbted the weighttier maltibers of the law,
judgment, mercy and falith : these oughit ye o ‘have done,

I am so glad you are all
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and not tto Teave ithe other undone” (Maftt. 23:23). Then °

she added: “Girls, we must be falithiful and do our duthy
always. We ought to come ‘to ‘dhurch and Sunday School,
gbudy the Bible and bring others tto Sunday School, but
we must never forget ‘that ‘the Lord Jesus wanbs our
hearts more ithan He wan'ts our 'service. He would have us
love Hiim with all our hearts and love others. We must
never forget to be kind and menrciful, even as was our
Saviour.” As ishe listened, Anne was so. glad that she hiad
stopped o take liitle David home, even ‘though she

shought lthat by so doing she would lose some marks.

The Lord had filled hér heart with such jomy.
But although Anne did lose some marks for being late,

. she ‘gaiined many more ‘for being ithe one to bring Mr.

Jones and his family ‘to Sunday School. -When ithe great
prize-giving day arrived, Anne was fthe very Hfirst to be
called 'to the platform, and she received also a special
gift at that time from the new Assistant, Mr. Jones.
—0.L.C.
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“THOU, O CﬁRIST, ART ALL I WANT”
By Rev. Arthur Hedley

“And in Him ye are full.”—(Col. 2:10. R.V.)

N THE ghore at Miletus; the Apostle Paul solemmly
Y warned the Ephesian elders, that false teachers
would ‘artise in thelir midst, ‘“speaking perverse things, to
draw away disdiples aftter them.”- He earnestly en-
treated them o keep a diligent watch, and to remem-
ber his unceasing warning against these enemies within
the church (Acts 20:30-831). Such a situation arose
among ‘the believers in Colosse, and Paul’s epistle to them
dealls largely with the erroneous doctrines, propagated by
false ‘teachers, They 'denied the umnique greatness of
Christ, Who is the living likeness of the invigible God,
and refused to accept Him as man’s only Saviour and
as 'the ‘“one mediator between God and men” (1 Tim.
2:5). These errorists were ambitious to intellectualize
faith, to turn the revelation of grace into a philosophy,
to fimstitute a vigid asceticism, a diligent observance of
the Jewish year, months, and weekly holy days. They
endangered.ithe faith of believers by asserting that Chirist
was not God manliifest in ‘the flesh; that more than faith
in His atoning sacrifice was needed if they would be
saved. They struck a blow at Christ’s Deity, His Sov-
. ereignty, and His Saviourhood. There was a lack in Him;
they would fill up with their philosophy, their ritual, their
worship of angels, what was wanting in Christ.

The Apostle met this grave danger by emphasizing the
greatness and the glory of the Son of God. He declares
His pre-eminence as Creator of all beings, vigible and
invisible, including the angels. It is by His power that
all things exist (Col. 1:15-17). There is a completeness
in Chifigt, in His work of reconciliation, which leaves
nothing wanting. He is all-sufficient and alone — sufifi-
cient. In Christ dwells all the fulness of God, all the

" Diviine alttributes and graces, and all who are in Chuigt
can become partakers of the Divine fulness. Al that is
essential for the redemption, the nourishment and growith
of ithe believer, and for His access into God’s presence
is met by Christ and by Him alone. The Greek word
wihiich 'is tranglated “complete” in the Authorized Version
always carries with it, in ancient usage, the fidea of ful-
ness, sufficiency, completeness. It was employed to sig-
nify a vessel full to the point of overflowing; a debt that
had been fully discharged ; a ship that had its complement
of sailors. So in Chriist ‘here is a fulness which fills
completely every meed of the believer. - Thus the Revised
Version reads, “In Him ye are made full.” .

This thoughtt is full of encouragement and inspiration.
Seeing that all the fulness of God dwells in Christ; that
in Him are to be found inexhaustible resources which
fully meet our every meed, we have no cause to turn to

priests, to philosophers, to any human system for help.

Yea the more we realize the greatness of our inheritance
in Christ, the more clearly ‘do we see how fotally inade-

quaite are all cultural, philosophical, political and social .

gospels ‘to meet the deep and desperate need of the human
heart. Multitudes who tried everything to find fulness
of Tife and satisfadtion but found it not, can now say

with sinceritty — “Thou O Chirist art all I want, more
" than all in Thee I find.” Frances Willard in writing of
her fafther’s Jast hours tells us, that once when a “dear
frijend sat beside him, while his chieeks bore the hectic
flush, he gaid, “If Christ sat here, as you do, by my side,

and said to me, ‘My dear brother what can I do for you
in any way that I have not already done?’ I should say,
‘Nothing, beloved Lord’.”

In Christ there is found fulness of redemptwn. In His
atoning sacrifice for sin the believer finds a complete
forgiveness, a full assurance of salvation. Nothing is
wantiing in Christ’s death for our salvation. It is a fin-
ished work (John.20:30) an«d-.e'nftu'rely- meets God’s elaim
against the sinnér. . When we rest in Christ’s redemptive
work on our behalf we lose our own sin-stained robe, and
stand clothed lin ithatt spotless “righteousness which is of
God by faith” (Phil.'3:9). We meed no priiest to make
us fit ‘for heaven; no help from the wurplus good works
of the saints, which the Romanists call “The Treasure of

ithe Church”, to make good our deficiency of goodness.

An elderly woman ‘in France told me she was impoverish-
ing herself, by paying dearly for Masses to be offered
on her husband’s behalf, to complete his salvation as he
passed through Purgatory. The New Testament assures
us agaiin and again that our salvation is a completed
thing, for “by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them tthiat are sandbified” (Heb. 10:14). Christ by His
death offers a ifull, a perfect salvaltion, and when we trust .
whilly in His atoning blood we experience complete for-
giveness and fulness of joy and peace. All other gospels
leave ithe heart empty and weary, full of disillusionment,
disappotintment, unrest and fear. They all ldave some-
thing wanting, there is an aching volid they cannot fill.
Nomnie butt Chinist can give fulness of pandon, of peace and
of joy, “in Him ye are made full.”

In Christ 'there also resides fulness of power. Before
His Ascension He salid, “All power is given unto Me in
heaven and ‘in earth” (Maftit. 28:18). Al ithe power we
need to conquer self and sin is to be found in Christ. He
sits at the Father’s right hand, as a living Ommiipotent
Saviour. One Who s “able to save ithem to the uttermost
(Greek, completely) that come unto God by Him” (Heb.
7:25). 'There are such resources of power in Christ that
nome need live 'a defeated. life. Through Him we may
gain a dedisive victory, we can be “more than conquer-
ors through” Him that Toved us” (Romans 8:37).-If we
will dafily abide in Him in Whom all fulness dwells, His
power, ithe power of 'the Holy Spirit, will possess ws and
will empower us to tread our enemies beneath our feet.
Many can testify ‘to the fact thalt through faith in Chriist
they were able ‘once and flor all, to break with some evil
habit which had held ‘them fast for many years. Because
He 'is the risen ‘“Son of God wilth -power” (Romans 1:4);
He ‘can break every fetter and wet us free. A Chinese
Colporteur was met by a native schiool teacher who asked
him if he was- selling ‘“the Gospel of Jesus.” “Yes,” he
replied, “But we have our Confucits — whait is the good
of Jesus?” The Colporteur replied, “Confucius was a
teadher who taught the people to 'do good, bult Jesus is
our Saviour Who saves us firom gin.”? “If,” said the beach-
er, “Jesus can save me from smoking opium, ‘then I shall
believe Him.” The Colporteur led him ‘into the . truth
as it lis in Christ Jesus, and lthat slave to opium-found
in Him isuch fulness of power that he was able to smash
his smoking ingtruments, and 'to bear witnegs tio Christ’s
superiority over Confucius. _

We can also find in Christ such a fulness of grace as
will meét our every need during life’s pilgrimage. We
are called upon lto endure many trials as we journey
heavenwards. Those near and dear ito us are taken from
us, 'we-may be sorely ‘tried by those who are hostile to
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the Gospel, or meet wiith wome -great disappointment, some
grave disability. Life thas its own peculiar trials for every
believer. Buit those who live in close communion with
Christ receive firom Him “grace to help in time of need”
(Hebrews 4:6). “Of His fulness have we all received
and grace for gwace” (John 1:16). Through ‘the all-
sufificient grace of Christ, Paul declared he could even
“take pleasure 'in weakness, in injuries, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’'s sake for when 1
am weak then am I strong” (2 Cor. 12:10). When we
renounce all ‘thought of self-sufificiency amd realize our
ulbter impotency apart from Chyist, then as we put our-
selves in connection with Christ the fulness of His grace
flows inito our lives, and we can then say “I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil.
4:18).

There are 1»me1dhau|sb1'b1'e resources of love, grace, power
and wisdom to be found in Christ, and ithere is no need
He canmot fully meet. All the fulness of God in Ohrist
Jesuss is available for us. The measure in which we ghall
experience ithe Divine fulness will depend on our sense
of meed and the measure of our daith in Christ to meet
our need. Paul asked a stupendous tthing for his converts,
the prayed ithat they might be “filled with all the fulness
of God” (Ephes. 3:19). Let that be our prayer also and
begin at once 'to draw more fully upon the resources
whtich are to be found in Chirist.

—The Christian Irishman

Hihle Schunl Lesson Dutline

July 14, 1957

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

Vol. 21 Third Quarter Lesson 2

BIRTH AND CONQUESTS OF THE KING
Lesson Text: Micah b.

Golden Text: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou

be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shli\zall h; come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel.”
~—Micah b:2.

I. The Coming of the King: verses 1-3.

The prophet Micah saw visions of judgment; judgment
against the whole house of Israel (chapters 1, 2), and judg-
ment against the princes, prophets and people of Israel and
Judah (chap. 8). He saw, in the first place, the impending
judgment of the captivities which would result from the sin

of the people in rejecting the word of the Lord as given,

through His chosen prophets (2 Chron. 36:14-17; Matt. 23:29-
37). In the distance Micah saw also the greater calamities
which the captivities foreshadowed; the destruction of
Jerusalem and the world-wide dlspersmn which would follow
their rejection of Christ, the Divine Prophet, Priest and King
(Matt. 27:26; Acts 5:28; 7:561-53).

The prophet Micah saw visions, not_only of judgment, but
also of hope and victory (chapp, 4, 5). He looked past the
captivities, persecutions, destructions and exiles to the time
when deliverance would come (chap. 4; Isa. 2:1-5). This
deliverance would come through Christ, their Savi‘our, Re-
deemer and King (Chap. 5).

Ere this deliverance should be accomplished, the Israelites
would experience heavy calamities. It would be necessary
for them to gather their forces together to resist the attacks
of the enemy. The greatest of insults, smiting upon the
cheek, would be inflicted upon their leaders by the foe (1
Kings 22:24; Lam. 3:30), Just as the Israelites themselves
would be g'uilty of insulting in a similar way their Messiah
and Saviour, Who was also to be their Judge (Matt. 26:27;

© 27:30; Acts 10:42; 17:31).

The town of Bethlehem (“The House of Bread”) was called
Bethlehem Ephratah or Bethlehem Judah (Gen. 48:7; Psa.

~

.raise it to highest fame.

° 182:6), to- distinguish it from Bethlehem in Zebulun. In it-

self Bethlehem was an insignificant place in size and ‘popula-
tion (2 Chron. 11:6), little among the tribes of Judah, but
the momentous event to take place within its borders would
Christ the Saviour, the King not
only of Israel but also of the whole world, would be born in
Bethlehem (Matt. 2:6; Lk. 2:11; John 7:42; 18:33-37). He
would come forth unto God, in fulfilment of the Father's.
eternal purpose (Psa. 2:7; 40:7, 8; John 4:34; Gal. 4:4).
Although born in humility and obscurity, the holy Babe of
Bethlehem was in reality the everlasting Son of God, Who
had existed from all eternity (Psa. 90: 2 Prov. 8:23; John
1:1; Heb. 1:1-5).

In consequence of His design for the pun:t'lcatlon and

. salvation of mankind, God would seemingly give up Hls

people Israel, that they should be subdued by their enemies
and be dlsc1p11ned But' this abandonment would be neither
complete, nor final (Hos. 3:4; Rom. 11:1-p, 25); the virgin
mother would bring forth her’ child, accordmg to the proph-
ets of old (Gen. 3:15; Isa. 7:14), and this event would mean

"the deliverance and restoration of Israel.

Some interpret the travail and birth here mentioned as
referring, not to the first coming of our Lord, but to His
second coming in power and glory, when Chnst would come-
forth as the Deliverer of His people (Isa. 66:7-11; Lk. 21:24;
Rom. 11:26, Rev. 12:1-6).

II. The Conquests of the King: verses 4-15.

The Kinigdom of our Lord and Saviour will stand; it will
endure for ever (Psa. 146:10; Dan. 2:44; 7:14, 27; Lk. 1: 32,
33). He shall feed or rule Hls flock hke a shepherd (Isa
40:11; Mie. 7:14), receiving His strength and authority from
God the Father (Psa. 110:1, 2; Zech. 9:10; John 5:22, 27),
and performing every part of His ministry to the glory of

_ the Father’s name (John 17:1-6).

This King, Who would at the same time be Man, is de-
scribed as “The Peace” of His people (Eph. 2:14); He is the
Author of peace and victory (Isa. 26:12-14; John 14:27; 16:
83). Assyria was destined to be Israel’s greatest foe, the
power which would overthrow her (2 Kings 17:6), but the
prophet in a vision beholds this enemy, typical of all ad-
versarles, subdued by the coming King (Lk. 1: 66-79). The
seven shepherds and eight principal men (Hebrew word

.means “anointed” or “humble” men) may well represent such

leaders as the lowly apostles, anointed by the Holy Spirit to
be servants of the Lord and the instruments by .whom His
work would be accomplished (Acts 1:8).

As the coming King would be the source of both peace and
victory, so would His faithful subjects represent peace and
victory in the world. In a spiritual sense, the true remnant
of grace provides quiet refreshment from the Lord to the
thirsty and famine-stricken people of the world (Deut. 32:2;
Psa. 110:3; Isa. 32:1, 2: 65:10, 11). Their eyes are not upon
men, but upon God (Psa. 146:83-b; Isa. 2:22; Jer. 17:5, 7);
and however dark the outward circumstances may be, they
wait in faith and hope for the Lord to show His hand (Psa.
62:1, 5; 42:11; 130:6, Mic. 7:7). They also go forth to con-
quer the world treadmg down all their foes. The Christian
is the light of the world, and also its victor through Christ
(Rom. 8:37, 1 John 4:4; 5: 4)

There are those who think that the reference in these
verses (7, 8) is to the position of the Jews in Gentile lands
in the times of the Messiah; that instead of being a by-word
among the nations, the prophet foresees them becommg a
blessing (Jer. 24:9; Zech. 8:18), and instead of captives be-
coming conquerors (Isa. 26:11).

Lest any should think that. these conquests were to be
made by human strength and ingenuity, the prophet quotes
the word of the Lord, whereby He promlses that He Himself
will vanquish all the 'adversaries of His people, that He will
repel all the attacks and utterly subdue the foe (vv. 10, 11;
Psa. 2:1-9; Isa. 83:22; 35:4; 1 Cor. 15:24-28).

Moreover, there were enemies within that needed to be
put down, grave sins which were destroying the nation. The
Redeemer by His grace would purify the land and the peopls,
putting away from their midst witcheraft (Isa. 47:9, 11-14).
and idolatry (Jer. 17:1, 2), two of the sins of the_ people,
symbolic of sin in general The groves, sacred to the wor-
ship of foreign deities, would be cut down (Isa. 27:9), sig-
nifying that the Lord alone would be worshipped in that
day (Isa. 2:6-11; 2 Cor. 1:6).

(Continued on page 6)



K

16 (192) : THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE July 4, 1957

Ndw Known as “,.l,ehﬁvali'i Witnesses™

“Be no more children tossed fo and fro, and carried abouf
with every wind of docfrine."—!phesians 4:14.

. “The plain truth of the matter is that the “new” books are
just rephrases of Russell's and Rutherford’s works and contain

no originality other than up-to-date information on world con-

ditions and new approaches to old material.” ’

’ —Martin and Klann.
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