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NOT NOW BUT HEREAFTER

By Dr. T. T. Shields

shalt know hereafter.”—John 13:7.

YHE Great Teacher here lays down a fundamental
principle in all learning: knowledge comes as a
slow growth, not as a sudden flash. The. truth that we
learn in school, even though it be @t the 'feet of the
Master Himself, must have time to take root and spring
up before it can bear fruit. It s one thing 'to hear
words, to memorize them, even to understand them as
‘the disciples jin some limlited way must have understood
the acted parable of our Lord when He ginded Himself
wiith: 'a towel and washed their feet. Peter understood
it welll enough tto repel the suggestion that the Lord Jesus
should ever serve him: “Thou shalt never wash my feet,”
he waid in haste, just as on another occasion he dared
rebuke the Saviiour for telling of His future sufferings.
But neither Peter nor the others grasped the signiificance
of the Lord’s act. Before genuine understanding of the
lesson could come to them, they must see the lesson re-
enacted not in parable but in awful, vet gracious reality
on ‘the Cross; they must be enlightened and empowered
by the Spirit at Pentecost and, dare we say, they must
learn - the further lesson by taking up ‘the eross them-
selves and following Christ. Impetuous Peter, who
savoured mot the things that be of God but those that be
of men when he rejected His Lord’s prophecy of the
cross, was ‘to live long enough 'o learn by personal
experience the lessons of affliction so that he could write
to other persecuted saints: “The God of all grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after ithat ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you” (1 Peter 5:10).

Mhe Lord Jesus once asked His disciples, “Have ye
understood all these things?” (Matt. 13:51). And with
childish pride they answered, “Yea, Lord.” One can sense
the -glow of satisfaction they had in a lesson well learned,
their assurance that they now knew the secrets of wis-
dom and knowledge. And doubtless in a certain fashion
they did know them, for there iy knowledge and knowl-
edge. Their Master had already spoken of ithat head
knowledge of His teaching at which His unbelieving
auditors were halted by their pride and arrogance. In
hearing they heard and did not understand, and in seeing

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Wha.t I do thou knowest not now; but thou

ithey saw and did not perceive. But even dhlsb‘llﬂ'e's come
under the workings of this principle. A pint jar canmot
contain a quart unltil its capacity is enlarged, and this
very ‘enlargement is ithe true end of education, above all,
of the education of tthe Spimit.
we must be born again, thiat is ‘to say our capacity must
be enlarged, our eyes opened, our ears unstopped, our
minds developed. We are on dangerous ground when,
like the learners of old, we feel that we have alréady
arrived; that we know it all. We must always be “going
on”, a:dldlimlg to our faith, virtue; “and o virtue, knowl-
edge; and to knowledge, ttemperance and to temperance,
pafience; and to patience, godliness and to godliness,
bmuﬂhe'vly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity.
For if these things be in you and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (II Peter 1:5f.).
If -we can with truth say ithat we “understand all these
things,” let us thank God with true humility and ‘then
pray for the greater grace ithat may enable us to “do
them”, remembering that the Master said that “If ye

" know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.”

It is 'humbling and perhaps humiliating for a brilliant
pupil who hias ‘exerted himself to the utmost %o be told
that he does not yet know anything. But it is a lesson
of which students stand in need. The pride of achieve-
ment exhibited by little children when they first go to
school is often in inverse proportion o ttheir knowledge.
The less anyone knows, ithe more apt he is to be proud of
it. There is a knowledge whiich puffeth up, but it is not
tirue knowledge, which is tempered and ‘enriched by
faith, hope and c¢harity. The more one advances in the
itruth, the more keenly aware of his own ignorance he

Ibecomes and the more ‘amazed he iy at the vastness of

the fields which e has not- yet trod upon or even seen.

But if we are humbled by the Master’s “not niow”, we
have reason to be encouraged by His ‘“hereafter”. To
the rebuke is attached a -promise, which will not be
spurned by ‘those who are willing to take upon them-
selves the yoke of Him who is meek and Towly in heamnt.
Only those who are 5o conceited as to imagine that they

In order o know God .
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" now know with science absolute, wifl disdain ‘the promise
of fuller knowledge hereafiter. We catch some glimpse
of how this deeper understanding comes as we-think of
the way in which our minds work concerniing the ordin-
ary affairs of life. Take for instance, the knowledge a
child has of its parents’ love. So far as his experience
allows him, he believes that they love him. Buit when, a8

- a grown-up man, now come ito a father's estate to spend
and be spent, for his own children, he begins to know with
a new and ldleeper realization how much his parents really
loved him. Happy is the learner in the school of Christ
who, in taking stock of himself, can mark a growth in
his lmuwﬂ'enge of the Saviour, noting that fruths which
he once believed and knew, have mow taken on a new
power, have come alive as they have been written on the
fleshly tables of his heart.

Our text refers primarily to this present growth in
knowledge while we are still in the flesh, but the prin-
ciple of it also applies to the hereafter which we shall
some 'day enter when time and sense are no more. Thére
we shall no longer know in part, no longer see through a

glass darkly; “buit then face tbo face” (1 Cor. 13:12). If

here below we have tasted and known that ithe Lonrd is
good; if any glimpse has now been revealed lto us of the
great wvistas of knowledge that yet await us ‘there, the
thought of that blessed hereafter, that “face to face”
knowledge, will leave us breathless with expectation:

When this passing world is done,
When has sunk yon glaring sun,
When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o’er life’s finished story,
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,
Not till then, how much I owe.

THE TWO “ALLS”

A minister, upon rﬁlmashlmg his sermon, went hurrying
out of the church to catch the train. Upon arrival at 'the
galte he found he had just three minuttes left. -

A man who had heard him speak rushed up and said,
“I am very anxious about my soul.”

The minister replied, “I have only itwo minutes to
catch my train. It lis the last one tonight. I request you °

to read Isaiah 53:6. Go in at the ﬂu'dt all, and come out
a‘t the last all.”

The man went home, thinking over that strange in-

struction. He got out hhs Bnbl'e and opened to the passage
- referred to.
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have furned

every one to his own way; and tthe Lord &xa'ﬂh laid on

him ‘the 1n1qu1my of us all.”

{The anxious sinner after reading ithe passage said:
“I am ‘included in that first ‘all’ ”; affer reflection he
suddenly recalled that he was included in the last “all”.
He immediately fell upon his knees to accept pardon and
. cleansing, and to thank God for peace and quietness.
—Selected

NAMES OF PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS WANTED .

The new Prospectus of Toronto Baptist Seminary will
be ready shorily. Would ministers.and readers who know
of young men or women who would be interested fin
training for the Lord’s serwice at Toronto Baptist Sem-
inary kindly send us ithe names and addresses? Copies
of the Prospectus will be mailed ‘to ithese prospective .
students.
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JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR .
SUNDAY

9.45 BLble School for every}r-ody, from grandfather
to the baby.
11 .00 Morning Service.
430 Afternoon Class.
6.00 Open-Air Service in Allan Gardens.
6.15 Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel.
7.00 Reguiar evening service.
7.80-8.80 Broadcast CHWO—Oakville (1250)
8.40 Open-Air Service on Church Grounds.

. TUESDAY
8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Blble School,
followed by the teaching of the lesson at 8.45.
THURSDAY '

2.30 Senior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
5.30 . Junior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
8.00 Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade.

FRIDAY
7.00 and 8.15—Junior and-Senior choir -practiees.

SATURDAY .
8.00 Great Weekly Prayer Service in Greenw;y Hall

Jarvis Strest Church

WEEKLY BROADCAST

Sunday 7.30-8.30 P.M.
(1250) CHWO Oakville
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THE SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET
SPITE of the extreme heat there was a splendid

N
I Bible School at 9.45 am. At the 11 o'clock service’

Dr. Slade preached an inspiring and prectical sermon
on fthe subject, “A Memorable Act of Love” (Mark
14:1-8) taking as his text the Master's word of com-
mendation, “She hath done what she could” (Mark 14:8).
The setting for the incident was the home of Simon the
leper. Thus, our Lord by teaching and by example em-
phasized the importance of ministry in the home (Matt.
8:14, 10:12; Luke 5:29, 8:41, 19:5). Dr. Robert Lee
of Memphm Tenn., said: “Visitation s not play, it is
work. It is not a vwas'tAe of time, it is-time invaluably
spm]!t ”

No dloulbrt Mary had mome intimation of ithe Lord’s
death. She came to Jesus with an alabaster box of pre-
cious ointment, and breaking the box, she poured the
ointment upon the head of Jesus in an act of wonship
and love. When Judas called her sacrifice a “waste” the
Lord rose up o vindicate her. He commended her, for
she sought to please Him, not men. We, oo, in Chris-
ttian service will meet with those who make objections,
but we should seek always- to ple'a)se our Saviour, that
we may hear His “Well done.”

It was an exemplary act to gtimulate us, that we may
imitate Mary in devotion by the cultivation of our souls,
by sitting =at the feet of our Saviour and by Qwatmng ‘His
Word. We may also imitate Mary in her service; we
are encouraged to do something for Christ. He would
have us use the talents which He has entrusted to wus.
Let us do whiat we can. Let us worship and praise Him
more and serve Him better. Think of the destiny of
human souls. We know the itruth, let us make it known.
“Jesus saves.”

. |Ome young lady openly confessed her faith in Chmrist
and expressed ithie desire to follow her IJo‘rd in believer’s
baptism.

[The 6 p.m. Open Air Service in Allan vGa'ndenis which is
conducted by Mr. Bruce Inrig had one of the largest
attendances on rvecord, some 200 or more assembling to
hiear the Word of the Lord. Workers had previously given
oult tracts and invitations to those in the park.

The broadcast portion of the evening service consisted
" in Scripture reading (Matt. 8:1-9) by Rev. S. Tulloch,
prayer by Rev. W. P. Bauman, choir selection, hymns and
powerful message by Dr. Stade.

Dr. Slade had a timely subjedt, “What is Canada's
Mogt Needed Change? Could a Diefenbaker Government
Effect It?” Various popular opinions are held concerning
the most needed change; economic, ‘financial, material,
social and moral evils cry ouft for reform. But looking
at the Divine side of things, the greatest need of all is
for repentiance (Acts 17:80, 81). There can be no true
justice or true prosperity without repentance. This is
an unpopular subject; it is disturbing to hear about sin
and to have fit exposed. It is also a forbidden doctrine in
many quarters, but if we preachers would be fafthful we
must not hesitate to declare it, though we may receive .
censure. But it is a popular theme in the Word of God.
The Lord Jesus Christ began with this message, the
necessity of repentance and faith (Malit. 8:1-9). . Peter
preached it (Acts 2:37-39), also the Apostle Paul (Acts
20:17-21). 'Those who preach repentance are not preach-
in«g law, but the Gospel of grace. Law pronmounces upon
sin, defines isin, but provides no remed'y Tt condemms the
soul, then stops. Deliverance from sin is mot found at

» Mount Sinai, buf at Calvary. The change every soul needs
is repentance, a work of God’s grace in the human soul
which cannot be effected by human governments or by
fhuman hands. We can never of ourselves turn 'from sin
except by the working of the Spirit of God.

Whalt is the reason for repentance? Simply sin. Sin has
come into the world, all have ginned and are subject to
eternal death. What great havoc sin has wrought in
this world:! 33

What is the meaning of repentance? It3ist'more 'than’
mere sorrow for sin, more than remorse for wrong-
doing. It is a change of mind, a right about face with
regard to one’s attitude to the Lord Jesus Christ. God
calls us to repentance through His Word, by His Spirit
and by His messengers. The Puritans described ithe four
ingredients of repentance as follows: illumination,
humiliation, detestation and transformation.

Why does ‘God call us to repent? Sin hias created and
produced judgment. Without repenitance we are not
ready to meet that judgment. Not one impeniitent per-
son will be in heaven. Would you have tthat change of
mind and heart which will enable you to stand uncon-
demned at that judgment? May the Spirit of God work
upon us that we may see our sin, loathe it and turn fo
Christ who can forgive it.

~ 1At 8.40 p.m. the second Open Air Service, under the
lIeadership of Rev. W. P. Bauman, was held on the church
grounds, adjoining Allan Gardens. This service also
was largely attended. Dr. Slade spoke briefly on 1 Pet.
2:7, “Unito you therefore which believe he lis precious.”
Sinners were exhorted to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ
and find Him precious to their souls.

Thus ended another glorious day of worship and serv-
jee. In these 'days when many churches slacken itheir
efifionts for the Lord, it is a delight 'to see ithe hearty way
in which tthe whole Jarvis Street family are responding
to the heavy summer program of the church.

DEMAND FOR GOOD MEN

In a hot summer’s day some years ago, I was sailing
with a friend in a tiny boat, on a miniature lake, en-
closéd like 'a cup withlin @ circle of steep, bare Scottish
hills. On the shoulder of the brown sun-burnt mountain,
and full in gight, was a well with a crystal stream trick-
ling over its Hp, and making iits way down to the lake.
Around the well’s mouth and along the course of the
mivulet, a belt of green stood out in strong -contrast with
the iron surface of the rocks all around. We soon agreed
as o whalt should be made of lit. There lit was, a legend
clearly printed by ‘the finger of God on the side of these
silent hills, teaching the passer-by how needful a good
man is, and how useful he may be in u desert world.

—SPURGEON

MERCY FOR THE POOR .
Thank God there is mercy for the poor! The great
Dr. Mason preached over a hundred times ‘the same
{[sermon, and the text was, “To ‘the poor ‘the gospel is
preached,” Lazarus went up, while Dives went down; and
there are candidates for fmperial splendor in the back
alleys and by ‘the peat fire of the Ivish shanty. King
Jesus wet up His throne in a manger and made a resur-
rection day for !the poor widow of Nalin, and sprang fthe
gate of heaven wide 'open, so ‘that all the beggars and
ithieves and scoundrels of the rurnuverse may come in #f
they only repent. —ITALMAGE




4 (148)

- * T
THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

' June 20, 1957

The Jarbis Street Pulpit -

A Second Chance for John Mark

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields :
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, ‘October 1st, 1933
(Stenographically Reported) ' -

. .“And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their
ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark.” Acts 12:25,
“Now -when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in
Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.” Acts 13:13.
“And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our
brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how

¢ they do.

“And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark.

“But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from
Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. :

“And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one
from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;

' . “And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto

the grace of God.” Acts 15:36-40.

“Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is pfofitable -

to me for the ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:11.

“Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner saluteth you,.and Marcus, sister’s son to Barna-
bas, (touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him.)

Col. 4:10.

THE verses I have read to you give us the biblical
gtory of a very interesting character named John
Mark.

In any landscape the hills challenge our-attention; and
in history. we are disposed to give our thought chiefly
to 'the more conspicuous characters, to the heroic figures
who have wrought valiantly in their respective spheres,
and we are in danger, perhaps, of passing by many who
have been less conspicuous bult, notwithstanding, on- the
whole, extremely useful. - .

Thiis fis the story of John Mark, who went with Paul
and Barnabas on their first journey together, or at least
he gtarted with them, and went as far as Pamphylia, and
then: for some reason which s not specified, he left them,
and turned back again to Jerusalem. Having completed
the journey and returned, some time afterwards Paul
proposed that they should go again and wisit the places
ithey had established, and see how lthese young converts
were doing, ‘that they mighf minister to lthem in the
things of ‘God, and confirm them in their fajith. Barnabas
. proposed that ithey dhould ask John Mark to accompany
tthem, but Paul would have none of it. He had tried
him once, and Mark had proved unworthy of his trust.

He had begun, but having put his hand to dhe plough .

he had turned back, and Paul was unwilling to give him
a second chance. Paul and Barriabas had a very sharp
contention between them over John Mark. These two
men, so like minded in mamy particulars, were unable
to reach an agreement in their estimate of this young
man’s character. Barnabas, 'the son of consolation, as
_ he was icalled, was unwilling %o yield, and determined to
take John Mark with him in any case, and the Apostle
Paul sacrificed the fellowship and companionship of Bar-
nabas because he refused to be one of the party of three,
if John was to be included. Paul took. withi him Silas,
and so instead of one party of three, there were two
partiies of two each. Then at a later period you find

Paul writing @ letter to Colosse, and in'cl'u'd'i'nlg‘ in his

greetings a special greeting for Mark, or John. Evidently
ttheir difficulties had been healed, and they had -come
together again, and Paul writing to Timothy saliid, “Only
Luke is wiith me. Take Mark, and bring him with ‘thee:
for he is profitable to me for the ministry.”

And so ‘the story of John Mark is lthe story of 'a man
‘who came back, of one who failed, but who repented of
his falilure, retraced his steps, and regained the confi-
dence which in the beginning of his career he had for-
feited. And I propose ithat we look very simply linbo 'this
story to see whatt lessons we may learn therefrom for our
own encouragement, for I am sure that the John Marks
are many, and there s stfill a place for the ministry of
such sons of consolation as Barnabas, who are able to
discern some good lin men with whom heroic spirits like
Paul have absolutely no patience. -

1. :

NOW FIRST OF: ALL, LCOK AT THE EARLY
ADVANTAGES WHICH THIS YOUNG MAN, JOHN,
ENJOYED. It was in the house of his mother that the
prayer meeting was held, when Péter had been cast into
prison, shortly after James the brother of John had been
kifled with the sword by Herod, and it seemed almost
certain that Peter would suffer ithe wsame fate. The
dhurch gathered together for prayer, and ithe place of
assembly was the house of John Mark’s mother; from
which we may gather ithat he came of a godly parentage,

" at least on his mother’s side, and that he enjoyed the

advantage of her early ingtruction and godly example.
It lis a great thing, I remind vou, to be born into a
Christian home. We rejoice that the grace of God
abounds, and riruch more abounds where sin abounds, and
God does .bring men back from the farthest reaches of
the far country: the drunkard, and lthe libertine, and
men who. have plunged deeply into sin may, by God’s
grace, be saved, restored to divine favour, and made use-

ful in His service. But it is surely somebhing to be thank-
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ful for if we have been saved from such excesses of miot,
and have enjoyed the advantages of a Christian home
from our youth up.

There are many boys and girls here this morniing w'ho
come from ‘Christian -homes. And ‘there are many who
come from homes where the name of Christ is scarcely
" ever mentioned, perhaps, and where 'the voice of prayer
in tthe family circle is never heard. But those of you who
have godly parents have a special advantage. You ought
- to become betiter men and women because of your initial

advantage in life. But it is mot always that heroic
cdharacters come from such surroundings.

John began well. He had the advantage of early asso-
ciation with the apostle Peter, and whth the great Apostle
ito lthe Gentiles, and with Barnabas. I remember visit-
ing in a centain place on one oceasion when a lawyer of
the place, a Christian man, came to me, and said, “My
wife and I would like very much if, while you are here,
yvou would accept our hospitality rather tham going.to
a hotel.” He waid, “I am not proposing a favour ito you,
but asking a favour of you, for my wife and I at ‘the
beginning of our family life resolved that we would
lose no opportunity of bringing our children early in
life in touch with the servants of God. And we always
count it a privilege to have a minister of Christ in our
home for our own sakes, 'and especially for the sake
of our <children.” I gladly accepted the linvitation, and
had a very happy time in that godly home.

Now John had 'had that advantage. It was to his
mother’s house Peter came knocking at the dicor when
prayer had been answered. John knew that God answered
prayer. The answer 'had come to his own mother’s house,
and he had come under the influence of Barnabas and
of Saul. Apparently he was a man of good impulses,
and readily volunteered to go with them on their mis-
sionary journey.

’ ‘II.

There are a lot 'of young men who think it would he
a fine ithing to be a minister. There may lbe some of you
students who are inclined ‘to believe that it is rather a
respectable thing to enter ithe ministry, and, incidentally,

- not particularly hard. I think John supposed, in-the
beginming at least, that it woud be an interesting excur-
sion to go with these two men, Paul and Barnabas. AND
THERE ARE MANY LIKE JOHN WHO HAVE -SOCN
TURNED BACK. Some ithink ithat he was unwilling to
climb the mountains ¢f taunts; that he was unwilling 'to
climb the steep hills, or bear the load; much less was he
wiflling to endure stripes for the sake of his Lord. And
‘when the came tto a certain place he parted company even
with Paul and Barnabas. You who are teachers must
not be discouraged if John Mark leaves you. It is mot
a serious reflection upon your ministry 4if some scholars
for a while forsake you. I used to be greatly troubled
when I found it was limpossible to hold everybody who
came. When someone went off somewhere else I used to
feel that 'that involved rather a serious reflection upon
my ministry. I have got over ‘that mow, and I am not
so much troubled when I remember that even so great
a man as Paul, and so gracious a soul as Barnabas in
the beginning in that partnership at least, were unable
to retain John in their fellowship, but he ran away home,
went back to his mother, I suppose.

1 wonder if there are any here like that? I know we
have had a good many people join Jarvis Street Church

because 'they enjoyed it, and they thought it was finter-
esting, and would be. profitable. Bult when, after a while,

. ey found that it involved — voh, certain dﬁfvficuﬂlties,

that it meant they would not be so popular in some ’
directiions as they formerlvy were, 'they have tturned back
again.

A young lady came 'to me on one occasion and said,
“It cosits too much to be a member of Jarvis Street. The
people sneer at me. They say thalt yours is a congregation
of fanatics, and that in our day we must be broader-
minded, 'and ‘more liberal in spirit. I find it impossible
'to endure the strain that is involved in being & member
of Jarvis Street.” Well, I suppose ithere is something in
that. And we need not be surprised if the John Marks'
forsake us. Of eourse, Paul and Barnabas must go on
just the same, and the work of the Lord must not be
allowed to suffer because John Mark resigns. And that
is whalt I wanted to get at: John was expert fin the busi-
ness of writing a resignation. There are people like
that. We have mot many around Jarvis Street because
quite a good whiile ago I 'think it was decided among us
that every resignation would be-immediately accepted,
and that no explanations would be asked for; if John
‘wanted to resign he would have to be permilited tto resign,
and we would go on about our work.

Thelt is wha't happened in this triangular fellowship:

_John returned to Jerusalem. I shall show you that John

came back, but in ithe meantime, think of all that John
missed. As nearly as I can make ouf fit was perhaps five
years before John got back finto harness again. He did
get back, but there was a parenthesis in his Christian
experience of po!ss.lbly five years or thereabout. But
what did he miss in that time? He missed association
with valiant spirvits like the apostle Poul. You cannot keep
company with good men without gaining somethling from
‘them. You cannot hold fellowship with the servants of
God without profiting bhereby.

I am sure 'that there are many people who have come
into the fellowship of this church who, in the beginning,
were not conditioned spirvitually, or in any other way,

to make a very large contribuftion to this church’s life. - '

I do not suppose John was in ithe beginning a very com-
petent workman, and I dare say Paul and Barnabas got
along falivly well without him. They did mot need Johm,
but he needed them very, very much, and for all that
period, however long it was, he missed the advantage of
thelr fellowshlip. It is a great thing to be in the gospel
ministry. It must have been an education to waltk with
Paul, and to hear him preach.

A young fellow came to me at Binghampton ‘and said,
“I lose no opportunity of attending conferences like
these. I like to see how you men of larger experience
get at the ithing.” Well, it must have been a great treat
lto see how Paul got at it, meeting all so1its of opposition,
men of all classes, men of keen ‘intellect, and to study
him to see ‘how he met every obstacle, and triumphed over
it in the name of the Lord.

John Mark, instead of sitting : at the feet of those older
men and learning from them, missed ithose five years of
privilege. What a loss ithat was! Five years, or whatever
the time may be, of service, and therefore of reward!
Life tis short enough, dear friends, at fthe Jongest. We
have not many hours in which to work. Even if we have
good health, and should live as long as Dr. Haldeman,
'w'h'o was recenitly called lhomle at nearly minety years of

, ‘even at that, brief life is here our portion. We have
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not much time in which to work, and certainly we have
"not so much time that we can afford to waste five years
of it doing nothing, or doing little, or doing less than
we might have done.

I wonder are there any here like John Mark, who
have gone back to Jerusalem instead of going on with
the work? Well, if you have, I want to-remind you of ithe
loss you are sustaining. You may not be conscious of it
now, but you will be later, for while we are not saved by
our work, we ‘are to be rewarded for our falithfulness if
we dio the will of God. John not only missed the five years
of service, but in a certain sense wasted the treasure that
he might have laid up in heaven during that period. May
the Lord save us from such folly as that.

II1.

Then we have ithe later chapter dn their history when

‘Paul and Barnabas had weturned to Antioch, and had
proposed ito go forth the second time and Barnabas sug-
gests that John might be invited. Paul says “No”. I
have a little sympathy with Paul. Here was a man who
stopped at mothing in the service of the Lord; he counted
not his life dear unto himself. There was no hill too
steep for him to climb, no burden too heavy for him to
assume, no foe so formidable ‘that he was afraid to join
fissue with him. Paul was ‘cast in a heroic mould. He
dared everything in the name of the Lord, and be had
not any patience with men like John. I am not surprised.
People of Hhat sort meed somebody to be patient wiith
them., .

It may be that some of you are disposed to view re-
ligious delinquents, people who are easily turned aside
from duty, people who need just a little mursing and
coddling, and help—perhaps some of you are disposed
to say, “I cannot be bothered with people like that. I
tried John once.  He was just as strong as I was, just
as able as I was, and the moment we came face to face
with difficulty he ran home to his mother. Let him stay
there; I am not going %o be bothered with him any
Jonger.” I have felt like that in respect to some people
myself. T have said, “Once 'is enough, thank you.” I
frankly say I have known people slince I have been Pastor
of Jarvis Street Church, perhaps some who have gone
out from us. I wish them well, but I should want to be
sure if ever they were to come back o us that they were
coming back for business, I should really want to be
sure of them.

_ Perhaps ithere 'is some Jobhn Mark here who has had
an argument with Paul. I am sorry for you, because I
know you got ithe worst of it. John Mark cannot stand
up to a man like Paul. I expect he felt pretty small when
Paul had told him why he would mot have anything
more to do with him. But are you going o be discouraged
because Paul won’t take you along? Is there mno other
fellowship than that? Blessed be ‘God for Barnabas, son
of concolation. I am not sure that Barnabas was any
less heroic than Paul. He was more paftlient, perhaps.
He may have been somewhat gentler than. Paul, and they
had an argument, and I think Barnabag said, “O let’s
give him another chance! He has good qua‘llwles and he
might make good the second time. Let us glve him a
second chance, and see what we can do for him.” I can
imagine Paul saying, “We can do without him; we don’t
need him.” And I think Barnabas would have salfid,
“Quite so. We had a fairly successful pilgrimage the
last itime, but oh, Paul, he needs us. Let us give him

another chance, He is too 'good a man o waste. Let us
try him out @ second time.” And Paul said, “You may
if 'you like, but I am not going to talke him.”

Have you ever seen Paul and Barnabas disagree about
somebody? They were both good men, were 'they moft?
And are you going to quarrel with Paul or Barnabas,
because Paul and Barnabas cannot reach an agreement
respecting John Mark. I have had a good many people
come tto me and say, “I do not like So-and-So.” And they
want me to dislike them ftoo. I say, “If you cannot geit
'alo_ng with John Mark that is your affair. I am not
going to quarrel with him on your account.” It iis a case
of “Love me, love my dog” you know. If you 'do not
"like my friends, well then I am not going ito have any-
thing to do with you!

PAUL AND BARNABAS HAD A PRETTY SHARP
CQNTEN"TION, and Paul managed o do fairly well
without Barnabas., That was rather an extraordinary
thing ttoo, but he did. I suppose we ought all to learn
Paul’s independence, so 'that if for any reason Barnabas
should break up the partnership, we shall still be able
to carry on. And if you cannot get along with John you
miay be able to find a Silas who will help you. And that
was a great partnership! Did you ever read the 16th
chapter of Acdts? Do you remember lthe earthquake? And
do you remember the songs it midnighit, and how all the
prigoners heard them? It was a duet. Did you ever think
of the Apostle Paul as a member of the choir? Do you
remember that he was a good singer, and thaft he and
Silas sang together at midnight, and ithe prisoners heard
them? Well John, you must not think you are necessary
to Paul. You must not say, “He will find out what he
missed when he did not take me along.” Oh mo, he will
niot miss -any‘ﬂhing:. He will find Silas, and Silas will do
whatt you refused to do. Every Paul will find & Silas if
he has to, in place of John. And Paul and Silas did mar-
vellously well together.

On the other hand, how gracious Barnabas was! I do
not think he spared John. I think when he got John alone
he salid, “John, you deserve everything Paul waid to you,
and a llot more. You played the coward. You had no right
to expect that you would ever be suffered in that com-
pany again. You ought to have known ‘that a man like
“‘Paul would not have patience with your delinquency.”
And then I rather think Barnabas laid down the law to
him, and said, “Now, I am going {o give you a second -
chance, but remember there will be only ithe second. You
will have to make good th'is time.” And he did give him
a second chance.

I wonder if there are any John Marks who need @ little
gtttention? I wonder if you cannot find them out, and
put your arms about ‘them, and gay, “John, there are gifis
in you ithat ought to be used in the Lord’s service. You
ought fo be busily occupied in doing the will of God.
You ought not to allow that little disagreement that you
had with somebody a year or so ago 'to blast your tife, -
and spoil you forever. Cannot you get back again ‘into
harness? Won't you come with me?” “Well, I do not
- know where to begin.” “Come into my class and sbay with
me for a little while, and after a while you may -go out
and teach a class for yourself. Who knows but thalt the
Lord may call you fto preach the gospel?” I think there
are hundreds of John Marks, who can be enligted in ‘the
Lord’s wervice if we had the patience and discernment

and large charity of Barnabas, just to go after lbhem,
and kindly entreat them, and brmg them back again.
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IV.

What a-day that must have been when Timothy said,
“Johm, I ‘have just received a letter from lthe apostle
Paul.” “Oh, 'that is fine! What does he say? “A great
many things, but I just thought I should like o tell you,
because e specially mentions you.” “Paul mentions me!”
“Yes; and tthis letter asks me to go to him and to ‘take
you with me as soon as possible. He says: he has only
Luke with him now.” John may have said, “Well, per-
‘haps I am not the only man who failed. There were some
others who could not follow Paul; he takes some fol-
lowing,” I think John would have said, “It is pretby
hard to keep up with him. But what does he say about
me?” “He gays that I am o take you with me; that you
are profitable to him in the ministry. He wants your
fellowshlip and cooperation, and he looks upon you now as
a fellow workman in ithe service of God.”

Would you rather have a word of commendation like
that ‘than any university degree in the world — a word
of approval from a man like Paul! And what a day that
must have been for John when at last he stood beside

" the Apostle, and felt that HE HAD REGAINED HIS -

CONFIDENCE, that he had proved worthy of his fel-
lowship, and that now he was a true yokefellow -in the
service of the Lord! One can almost imagine as Paul
wag nearing ‘the end of his letter tto the Colossians, his
‘saying, “John, I am wriling %o the Church at Colosse.
Have you anything to say?” And Johm would say, “Oh,
give them my loving greetings, and tell them that I
salute them 'in the Lord.” I wonder did he stand by ‘to
see that word written? — the great Apostle at last
writing down 'his name, and sending his salutations to
" a distant dhurch as one who was worthy to be heard from.
That is a very simple suggestion, is it not, but oh, the
blessing of it! What 'if the Lord should be impaitient
wiith us! How often we have all turned back! How often
we 'have deserved dismissal from His service! There is
. not one of us who has not deserved it. And yet, our Lord
" ig the Lord of. the second chance. He has always tried
us over and over again, and given us more grace, and
an 'opportunity to redeem the past.
- Are 'there any of you who have not begun with Him
vet, any of you who have not received Him ‘as Saviour?

1 bid you come to Him. All your sins were laid upon Him;

you have but to trust Him, and you ghall be saved.

Let-us pray:

We pray Thee, O Lord, to bless this simple meditation this
morning. Give us all grace that we may be patient with each
other, that we may be forgiving toward each other. If any
should at any time offend us, help us to forgive them, even
as the Lord has forgiven us. If there be a John Mark here
this morning, one who has failed signally in Thy service,
who has turned aside from the path of duty, bring such an
one back again into fellowship with Thyself. Restore him
or her to the position they have vacated, and make them
profitable at last unto the ministry. We ask it in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

POWER

To the hills we lifit our vision,

From whence must come all power,
And we pray to God the Father,

To send like a genitle shower,
The spirit of light, of truth and might,

'To brighten our hearts and show us the way,
From the realms of night

To unending day.

—CHAS. BENJ. MANLY

RADIO MAIL
Hamilton, Ont.
Dear Sir: .

‘Greeting! We heard the -broadcast Sunday evening
and it was good and clear. But the message was just
wonderful. It brings back memories of long ago when
dear Dr. Shields used to broadcast over CFRB. Many a
pleasant hour hiave we spent in the dear old church.

You see we ‘are more or less shut in. We are 80 and
85 years of age. But praise God, we are only shut in,
butt not shut outt, because He rose again. But better still,
He is coming back agalin.

We will continue to pray for you and the great work
to which He hias called you. Do not forget, “Great is
His faithfulness”. )

. . Yours in a risen Christt.
* * * *
. Hamilton, Ont.
Dear Christian Friends:

T was one who listened 'in on your broadecast Sunday,
June, 2 p.m. I appreciated the service. I am a Chris-
tian believer 79 years of age, saved as a boy 14 years
old. I live alone, but Jesus is everything to me. .

T read the Scripture with you, Eph. 1. What riches!
The reception was good and ‘the wservice joyously re-
ceived. I thank God for the joy and comfort received.

Please forward to my address THE GOSPEL WITNESS
wiith tthe sermon preached by Dr. Shields on The Bomb.
“The earth is the Lord's and tthe fulness thereof,” and
He will tiake care of that whiich He created.

* - % * *
Sunderland, Onit.
Dear Brother Slade:

I did so apprecidte the broadcast on Sunday night. It
was as clear as a bell and your voice was 'go distinct, but
best of all was the subjeet, “What must I do lto be
saved?” I hope there were many responded ‘to the in-
vitbaition.

I could picture the c¢hurch as it used to be some years
ago when my wife and I always went 'there. You know
we have grown a lot older now and depend on the radio
to hear ‘God’s word in speech and song, except for our
Bible and family wonship whiich we could not do without.
He grows dearer as the days go by . . .

~Just keep up the good work and we will continue to
pray for yvou and the work in Jarvis ‘Street, as well s in
so many places where the need is so great.
* * * *
‘Hamilton, Ont.
Dear Dr. Slade: .

I listened wilth interest and profit to the broadcast of
your 'service on Sunday evenling. The reception was clear
from the Oakville statlion, to which I frequently listen,
as ‘the programs seem uniformly good.

* * ¥# i‘-'
. Bloomfield, Ont.
Dear Miss Lindsay : ’

We are so pleased that the evening services ‘are being
broadcast. While we are not able to hear that station, I
am sure there will be a large listening audience in the
Oakville area. Tt is nice 4o have 'the reporit of the services
in THE GOSPEL WITNESS ‘and tto learn of the Lord’s bless-
ing on the ministry in souls saved and the church family
built up spiritually. . . Use this money for the Radio
Fund. -
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SPIRITUAL DEPRESSION

(Its Causes and Cure)
By Dr. Martyn Lloyd-]Jones
(Report of Sermon preached on Sunday, 17th January, 1954, in Westminster Chapel, London)

. II. THE TRUE FOUNDATION
Romans 3:28 .
WANT to consider this statement with you (and in-
ideed the entire statement of which it s but a part,

to which it is in a sense, a kind of .conclusion) in the
light of the fundamenital text which we began to consider

last time. In other words, we return to a consideration

of whalt we described as the con'dhlﬁwn Ik'nlo'wnn as spivitual

depression.

‘There can be no doublt at all but that this is a very
commp1 complaint, indeed the more one thinks about it
and-ithe more one speaks about it, ‘the more one discovers
how common it is. This ‘s ‘the condition in which num-
bers of people find themselves who are members of Chris-

tian Churches but who mever seem o be enj joying ‘the

Christian salvation for varicus reasons. As the Psalmist
puts it, “they are cast down, they are disquiieted.” They
are troubled, and ‘they are anxious and perplexed, fthere
is an absence of repose and of joy and of a spirit of
exultation in their lives and théir witness. And we are
considering- this because, as I suggested last time, 'there
are at any rate two great reasons for ocur doing so. The
first. is that it is very sad that anybody should remain
in thiat condition. But still more serious and important,
such people are very poor representatives of the Chris-
itian faith. And as we face the modern world with afl its
trouble and turmoil and all its difficulties and sadness,
surely nothiing is more important than that we who claim
the Niame of Ohriist and ito be ‘Christian, should be repre-
senting it in such a way before others as-to give them
the «impregsion that here is the solufion, here is the
answer. In a world where evenylthing has gone so sadly
astray, we should be standing out as men and women
apart, who are characterised by a ‘fundamental joy and
centainity in wpite of conditions, lin spite of adversity.
‘Now that, I think you will agree, is the picture which
is :given of God’s people everywhere in tthe Seriptures,

) whéﬂher it s the Gld Testament or the New. Those men

of (God stood out in that way, and, whatever the circum-
s'bances and. conditions, they seemed to possess a wecret

‘which enabled them o live triumphanitly and to be more

than. conquerors. It therefore be’hwes us to examine this

- condition very closely.

Now last time we looked at this position in general
and we considered some of its malin causes. Wi ended by
saying thaltt the essence of the treatment according to

- the Psalmist is that we must really face ourselves. I
put it in @ phrase by saying that we must talk to.our-

selves instead of allowing ourselves to talk to us. We
must_take ourselves iin hand, we must address ourselves

. s the Psalmist addressed himself and his soul, and ask

. the question — “Why art thou cast down? why art thou

disquiieted wilthiin me? You [have no wight to be like this.
Wihy are you depressed and cast down?’ He talks to
himself and faces himself and argues with himself and
brings himself back o ‘the position of falith. He exhorts

say:

himself 'bo have faith in God, and then he s 'in a. condition
tto pray to God.

1.

I want to take up this method which is advocated by
the Psalmist. The wital principle is that we really must
face ourselves and examine ourselves, and if we belong
to tthis type that never seems tto. know fthe joy of wsalva-
tion and the joy of the Lord, we must discover the cause.
The causes are many, and it seems to me that the essence
of wisdom in his maltiter is o deal with these causes one
by one and take them in detalil. Nothing must be taken
for granted. Indeed I could easily establish that point —
ithat the main cause of trouble in this matter is THAT
FATAL TENDENCY 'T'Q TAKE THINGS FOR GRANT-
ED. More and more I flind this to be the case as I am
privileged to halk to others about thiese matiters. There are
o miany people who never seem ‘to arrive at fthe true
Christian position because ithey are mot clear fin their’
‘minds ;about certalin primary matters, certain fundamen-
tal things ithait should be dealt with at the beginning.
‘They are in trouble because they never really face these
things; “‘they assume them, they have taken them for
granted, and have s:uppoﬂ'edl that they have been alright
about these things.

Al ithe risk ‘of being rmilslundxe'rslwodl at ﬁhli's point, let -
us put it like ‘this: This particular trouble with which -
we are 'dealing 'this morning tends, I find, ‘to be common
amongst those who have been brought up in e religious -
manner. The particular thing with which we are now
dealing iz one which affects ‘those who have been brought
up in Christian homes and families ‘and who have always
been ttaken 'bo a place of worship. There are many such
people who .seem to go right through thelir lives in 'the
way- descriibed by the poet as “bound in shallows and in
miseries”. They never seem o get out of it. There they
are in the realm of the :Church, and very intérested in
Chirigtian things; and yet when you compare them with
the description given of tthe mew man fn Christ in the
New Testament you isee ‘at once that ithere is a great -
difference. Indeed ‘thiey themselves see that, and this is
perhaps the miain cause of ‘their depression and their un-
‘happiness. They see other Christians rejoicing and ithey
“Well, I cannot. say that I am like {that. That per-
son has got somethling that I have not go't.” And they
would give the whole world if they could but get thait
something which the other person has. They take up
Chriistian biographies and read lthe lives of various sa'ints
who have adorned the life of the Christian :Church, and
they admit at once that they are not like that. They
thave never been like ‘that. 'They see that ithere is clearly
something whidh those people obviously enjoyed which
they have never hiad.

You will agree that there are large numbers of peop'le
in this very situation that I have deseribed. The Chris-
tian life seems ito ifhem 'to be a constanit problem, and

they are always asking certain questions. They ask:
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“Wihy camwt I get there? Why canmot I be like ﬂh.ajt?”
They read various books which are meant to give in-
struction about the Christian way of life, they attend
meetings and conferences, they are always seeking this
something which they do mot get. And ‘they are cast
down, their souls are cast down and disquieted within
them,

Now the important point, I say, as we face such people,
is ito be quite certain that they are clear in their minds

about the most primary and fundamental principles of

the Christian faith. What I mean by that is just this,
thatt many and many a time I have found in talking to
such people that their real trouble is that 'they have
never undersbtood tlhie/ way of salvation. I do mot go so
fiar as to say that 'ﬂhey are not Ohlx‘asﬂnan bult T am ‘sug-
gegting that they are what I would call miserable Chris-
tians, simply because they have never really understood
the way of salvation. And because of that all their beliefs
and efforts have been more or less useless. They have
often concentrated on the question of sanetification, but
it dioes mott help them because they have not been clear
aboult justification. Having assumed that they were clear
about lthe beginning they have assumed that all they
have 'to do is to continue along the road.

It is a very interesting theological point as o whether -

such people are Christians or not. For myself I would
say they are. The clagsical example is of course John
Wesley. I would not like ito say that John Wesley was
not a Chnistian until 1738 ; but I am cetitain of this, that
John Wesley had not understood the way of salvation.as
'usﬂllﬁwa.'ﬁmnl by faith only until 1738. He, in a sense, had

subscribed 'to the full teaching of the Bible. Yes, but he:

had not understood it, he had not apprehended it. I
‘have no doibt 'if you had asked him questions he would
have given -the correct answers even about the death of
our Lord; and yet in practice he was mnot clear dbout
justifieation by faith. You will recall that it was. only
as the result of his meeting with the Moravian brethren,
and ‘in particular the conversation he had with one called
Peter Bohler between London and Oxford that he was
truly put right om this question of justification by ifaith.
There was 'a man who had been trying to find happiness

in this Christian life by doing things, preaching to ‘the

prisoners 'in Oxford, giving up his fellowship of ‘his
College, and crossing ‘the Atlantic with all fits hazards
in those days ito preach to pagans in Georgia. He was
trying to find happiness by living life in a given way.
The whole trouble really with John Wesley was that he
‘had never understood and grasped lthe doctrine of justi-
ficattion by faith. He never understood this verse we are
considering: ‘“Therefore we conclude ithat 'a man is
justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” It ap-
pears to be almost ridiculous that a man like that who
‘had been brought up iin ‘an unusually godly home and who

had spent all his life and time in Chrigtian work, should

be wrong about a first and fundamental polint and should
thave gone wrong at ithe very beginning. But so it was.

I am suggesting thalt this is the case with large num-
bers of people wstill. They have assumed that ithey are
right about the first things, but they mever have been
Tighit at the beginning. That ds why I start with this.
-It is mo use going on to deal with ithe superstructure. if
the foundation is not right. No, no, we must make abso-
lutely cerbain thalt the foundation is right before we pro-
ceed any further. We ltherefore start with ithis great

doctrine. It is just here, I way, that the devil causes
confusion. It wuits him well that such people should be
concerned aboult sanctification and holiness and various
other things, bult they can never be right umtil they are
right here. That is why I 'am dleal‘mg with it now..

"This is, of course, an old troulble This is the- master-
piece of Satan in a sense. He will even encourage us to
fbe righteous as long ay he has us confused at this point.
That he is doing o at ‘the present ‘time fis clear from the
fact that the average person in the cdhurch seems fto
regard men as (Chrigtian simply -because they do good
works, and lthough they may be entirely wrong about this
preliminary truth. It is an old trouble, and it was of
course ‘the essential trouble with the Jews. That was the
thing our Lord kept on saying to the Pharisees, and it
certalinly was the ma-j'or argument which ‘the Apositle
Paul had with the Jews. 'They had gone entirely wrong
with regard to this question of the Law. That was the
essence of “their ttrouble; and the main problem was to
show tthem ithe vightt view of the Law. The Jews said thalt
‘the Law was made by God in order that man might save
himse'f by keeping it. They said that all one had to do
was to keep the Law, and that if you kept the Law you
would justify yourself, and that if you led your life

" according ‘o the Law that God would accept wou and

you would be well pleasing in His sight. And they believed
that they could ido. that. That was because they mever
understood the Law. They pult ‘their own finterpretation
on it and made of it something lthat was well within their
reach. And so they thought all was well. That is the
picture of the Pharisees given in the ‘Gospels and every-
where ‘in “the New Testamenlt. It was the whole essential
trouble with 'the Jews,

It s still the essence of the problem with large num-
bers. We have to realize that there are many different
wdlys in which this can show itself, or, tto put it in another
way, there are certain things about which we must be
perfectly clear before we can really hope to have peace
and'to enjoy the Christian life.

IThis preliminary point is one which we can well put
by a general exposition of the teaching of 'this ‘thiird
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. You realize that
the first four chapters of this great and mighty Epistle
are really devoted to this one theme. The one thing Paul
was anxious bo make clear was this message about- the
rightteousness of God which is by faith in Jesus Christ.
He had wlready said in chapter 1:16, 17: “I am not
ashamed of 'the Gospel of Christ for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone 'that believeth, to the Jew
first and also to ithe Greek. For therein is the righteous-
nielss of God revealed from faith to faith, as it is written,
Thie just shall live by faith.” Yes, but Hhe (uestion was,
why did not everybody believe that? Why was this not
accepted almost automatically by all and sundry as the
greatest good news that had ever come into the world?
The answer was, simply, that they did not believe it
because they did not see ithe need of it. They had the
wrong view of righteousness. Now ihis mg&nteousnes's
meant, rightness with God. That lis the thing. There is
no happiness finally, there is no peace, there is no joy
emcept we be right with God. Now ithat is agreed by all,
ithat is wassented to by 'the miserable Christian as well
as 'the ftrue Christian. Yes, but the whole difference be-
tween the itrue. Christian and the miserable Christian is
that the latter has gone wrong 'in his ideas as 'to how this
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rightness with 'God is to be obtained. That was the
trouble with the Jews also. They said, as I have reminded
you, 'that you obtbain this rightness by conforming to ithe
Law and keeping it. In other words, their whole view
of ‘the Law was entirely wrong. The perventedj it, with
the result that the very thing which God had g‘wen them
to further His way of salvation had become in their
‘hands bhe main onbstacle to salvation.

. II1. .
Whalt does it mean? Let me put tit like this. There are
CERTAIN SIMPLE PRINCIPLES aboutt which we must
be quite clear before we can ever hope to enjoy this

Christian salvation. The first is CONVICTION OF SIN.

We must be absolutely clear about our sinfulness. I raise
here an imaginary objection. (The Apostle Paul as he
writes the letter imagﬁnes'peop'l'e putting up questions
and difficulties. It is a good way of teaching.) I imag-
ine someone @ayung at once: “Are you going-to preach

'bo us about sin, are you going to preach about conviction:
of 8in? And yet you =ay your object is to make us happy. -

If you are going to preach to us about conwviction of in,
surely ‘that is going to make us still more unhappy. Are
you deliberately going ‘to make us miserable and wretch-
ed?”’ To which the simple reply is this. Yes! That is,
as I understand tit, the teaching- of the great Apostle in
these chapters. It may sound paradoxical — the term
does not matter — but as certain as we are alive thait
is the rule, without any exception. You must be made
miserable before you can know ‘true Christian joy. I
would put lit again by saying thalt the real trouble with
the miserable Chrigtian is that he has never been truly
miade miserable because of conviction of sin' He has by-

passed lthe essential preliminary to joy, he has been

assuming something that he has no wight o assume.
Let me put it again in a Scripbural statement. You
remember that ancient man Simeon standing with the
Infant Lord Jesus Christ in hiis arms. He said a very
profound thing when he said: “‘Thiy Child is set for tthe
fiall and for the rising again of many in Israel”. That
s it — there 'is no rising agalin until there has been a
preliminary fall. This is an absolute rule, and yet I
think you will agree with mé that this is the ihing that
is being so sadly forgotten by so many today, and as-
sumed by so many. If I may put it like this, children
'have been brought 'to birth before ‘they have been truly
born, and the result is that you get all these problems and
difficulties arising afterwards. But the Scripture has its
- order, and its order must be observed if we are really
tto derive the benefits of this Christian salvation. Let me

put it like this. The only thing ultimaltely whiich is going,

to drive @ mian to Christ and make him rely upon Christ
alone, is a true conviction of sin. We go wrong because
we are not truly convicted of our sin. That is why I
say ‘that this is in particular the problem of all those
who have been brought up in a religious or Christian
manner. Their chief trouble often is their wrong tidea
of sin. I remember such a person putting this wvery
dramaltically to me on one occasion in this way. She was
a member in a Church where a number of people had
been converted right from the world and from wvarious
kinds of evil living, drunkenness and things like that. I
remember this person who had been brought up in a very
religious home, and had always attended a place of wor-
ship and been busily and actively engaged in lthe life of
the Church, saying to me: “You know, I almost wish

that I had not been brought up fin the way I have been
brought up, and that I had been living their kind of life
in order that I might have itheir marvellous experience.”
What did she mean? What she was really saying was that
she had never seen herself as a sinner. Why not? There
are many reasons. That kind of person ithinks of sin
only in terms of actions, in terms of sins. Not only that
but in ‘terms of certdin particular ‘actions - only.
So ttheir tendency fis 'to say and to argue that
because fthey have not been gulilty of these particu-
lar lﬂhlmgs that they are mot really sinnerg at all. Indeed
sometimes they put it quite plainty, and say: “I have
never really thought of myself as a sinner: but of course
that is not surprising as my life halq been sheltered from
the beginning. I have mever had occasion to do these
tthings, and ‘it is not surprising therefore that I have
never felt myself to be a sinner”. . Now there we see
the very essence of thiis fallacy. They have thought of
it all in terms of actions, particular acbions, and of other
people and their experiences and so on. And so 'they
have never had a real conviction of sin and because of
that they have never finally and truly -seen thelir utber
‘absolulte need of the Lord Jesus Chrisgt. They have heard
it preached that Christ has died for our sins and they say
that they believe that; but they have never really seen
and known its utter absolute necessity.- The whole
trouble with such people is that they have never had a

true conviction of sin.

Well then how can such people be convicted of sin?
That is Paul’s subject in ithis third chapter of the Epistle
ito the Romans. He has been dealing with it really in the
entire second: chapter also. This is his way of doing ift,.
this- is his great_ithesis: “There is none righteous, no
not ohe, all have sinned dand come short of lthe ‘glory of

'God”. Who are these “all”? He keeps on telling us, Jews

as well as Gentiles. He keeps on dealing with the false
argument. The Jews of course said ithat the Gentiles
were cerfainly sinners, outside the pale, sinners against
God. “But wait a minute,” says Paul, ‘in effect you
are equally sinnmers.” The reason why the Jews hiated
Christ and crucified Him, the whole explanation of “‘the
offence of the Cross”, the reason why Paul was treated
as he was by his fellow countrnymen who hated the Chris-
tian faith, was that ithe Christian faith said that the
Jew was as much a slinner as the Gentile. It asserts that
the person who has lived a righteous, nay godly, life is
as much 3 sinner as the most flagrant sinner amongst
the Gentiles. “All have sinned’”’, Jews and Gentiles are
equally condemned before God.

The same is true today and if we are concerned about
a conviction of sin, the first thing we hawve to do s stop
thinking about particular sins. How difficult we all find
this. We have all got these prejudices. We confine sin
to certain things only, and because we are not lmqli]ltry of
these we think that we are not sinners. But that is not
the way to know conviiction of sin. It was not fin that way

that John Wesley. came to see himself as a sinner. You

remember what broughtt him lto 'a éonviction of sin? Well

. it was this. It was chiefly that he observed the way lin

which those Moravian Brethren behaved during a storm
in mid-Atlanftiic. John Wesley was terrified by the storm
and afraid to die; the Moravians were not.. They seemed
o be as ‘happ'y in the hurricane 'and ‘in ‘the midst of the
storm as they were when the sun wag shining. John Wes-
ley realized that he wag afralid of death, he somehow d|1d
not seem fto know G'od as these people knew God.
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other words he began to feel his need, and that i
always the beginning of & conviction of sin. .

Let me putt it like this then. The way to be convicted
of ®in is not to compare yourself with other people; it
is to come face to face with the Law of God. Well what
is God’s Law? Thou shalt not kill, ithou shalt not $teal?
“I have never done ‘that, therefore I am not a sinner.”
Bult, my friend, thiat §s not the Law of God in its en-
tirety. Would you like tto know what the Law of God is?
Here it is—"“Thou shalt love lthe Lord Thy God with all
thy heart and all thy soul and all thy mind and all thy
strength — thalt is tthe first — and the second fis like
unto it — ‘thou shalt love ithy meighbour as you love
yourself.” Forget all about drunkards and people like
that, and all the people you read about in the press at
the present. time. Here is tthe test for you and me: Are
you loving God with all your being? If you are not, you
are a sinner. That is the test. “All have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.” That ig it. God has miade us
and He has made us for Himself. He made man for His
own glory and He inttended man to live enttirely for Him.
Man was to be His representative, and was fto dwell in
communion with Him. He was to be the lord of the uni-
verse, he wals to glorify God. Well there lit 48 once more:
“The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him
for ever”, and if you are not doing s0 you are a sinner
of ithe deepest dye.

Or let me put it like this. I find this is a very valuable
way of approaching the subject. God knows I am preach-
ing my owm experience to you for I was brought up in
a religious manner. 1 am also préaching my experience
as one who.has frequently to help people who have been
brought up in the same way. Man is meant to know God.
So the question is: Do you know God? I am nolt asking
if you believe in God, or if you believe certain things
about Him. To be a Christian is to have eternal life as
our Lord says in John 17:3: “This is life eternal ‘to
know Thee the only true God and Jesus Christ whom
Thou hath gent.” So ‘the test we apply to ourselves is
that. Not, “Have I done this or that.” My ‘test is a posi-
tive one: “Do I know God? Is Jesus Christ real to me?”
I am not asking whether you know !things about Him
but do I know God, am I enjoying God, iz God the centre
of my life, the soul of my being, the source of my great-
est joy? He is meant to be. He made man in such a way
that that was to be the position, that man might dwell
in communlion with God and ehjoy God and walk with
God. You and I are meant to be like that, and if we
are not like that, it is sin. That ‘is the essence of sin.
We have no right not to be like that. That is sin of the
deepest and the worst type. The essence of sin, in other
words, is 'that we do not tive enbirely ko the glory of God.
Of course by committing particular sins we aggravate
our guilt before God, but you can be innocentt of all these
thingls and yet be guilty of this terrible thing, of being
satisfied with your life, having pride in your achieve-
menits and looking down on others and feeling that you
are better ithan others. There is nothing worse than that
because you ‘are saying to yourself that you are some-
fhow nearer to God ithan they are, and yet the whole ‘time
you ‘are mot. If ithat is your attitude, you are like the
Pharisee in ‘the Temple who thanked God he was not like
the other man. That Pharisee had never seen the need of
forgiveness. There i® no more iterrible sin' than that.
I know of nothing worse than the person who says: “You
know I have mnever really felt that I am a sinner.” That

is 'the helight of sin because it means that you have never
realized the truth about God and tthe truth about your-
self. Read the argument of tthe Apostle Paul and you
will find ‘that hiis logic is mot only inevitable, but also
unanswerable. “There is none Tighteous, no mot one.”
“We know that what things soever the law wsaith, it saith

bo them who are under 'the faw; that every mouth may

be stopped and all the world may become guiilty before
'God.” If you have never realized your guilt or guilbiness
before God you will never-have joy in Christ, It is im-
possible. “Not the righteous, sinners Jesus came to save.”
“They ithalt are whole have no need of a physician, but
they Yhat are sick.” ) .

There tis the first thing — conwviction of sin. If you .
have not a conviction of sin, and if you do mot realize
that you are unworthy before God, and that you are'
uftberly -condemned and a complete falilure before God,
pay attention to nothing else. Stay there until you have
it, because you will never find joy, you will never get rid
of this depression until you are right aboult that. Convic-
fion 'of sfin is an essential preliminary fto a true experience
of salvation. ) '

'[That brings me to the second thing. The second thing
tthe true Christian realizes is God’s way of salvation in
‘Christ. Thiis is the great good news. “This s the thing
I am preaching,” says Paul to ‘the Romans, “this right-
eousness that is of God, that is in Jesus Christ, His
righteousnesy”. Whatt lis he talking about? Let me put it
simply and directly. It can be pu't in the form of a
question if you like. What is your view of Christ? Why

" did He come into the world? What has God done in

Christ? Is He merely a teacher, an example and so0 on?
I shall not waste your time by showing fthe utter futility
of all thalt, No, this is something positive, this righteous-
ness of God in Jesus Christ. Salvation is all in Christ,
and unless you feel yourself shut up ‘to Chriist with
everything else having failed, you are not a Chnistian,
and it is not surprising that you are not happy. “The
rightteousness of God in Jesus Christ.” It means this.
God <ent Him into the world in order ithat He might
honour ‘the Liaw 'and so men might be forgiven. Here is
One who gave perfect obediende to God. Here is one, God
in the flesh, who has taken ‘human nature unto Himself
and as man He has rendered perfect homage to God,
perfect alllegiance, perfect obedience. God’s law He keeps
fully and absolutely without a failure. But not only that.
Paul adds other things 'in this classical statement of the
doctrine of the Atonemerit; “Whom God hath set forth
o be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to dedlare
His righteousness, for the remission of sins that are past,
thirough the forbearance of God: %o declare alt this time
His righteousness, that He might be just and the justi-
fier of him whiich believeth in Jesus”. Which means
ithis. Before man c¢an be reconciled to God, before man
can know God, this sin of his must be removed. God has
salid that He will punish sin, and ‘that tthe puntishment of
sin is death and banishment from the face of God. This
has to be dealt with. And what has happened? Well, says
Paul, God has set Him forth as a propitiation. That is the
means 'that God has employed. His being 'the propitiation
fior ‘our wins means that God has made Him responsible
for our sins. They have been placed upon Him and God
has- dealt with them and punished them tthere, and there-
fore because He has punished the sin in Christ, in His
body wupon the Cross, He c¢an justly forgive us. You
see ‘this is high doctrine. It is a daring 'thing for the
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Apostle to say, but it has to be salid and I lepelat it. God;
because He is righteous and Holy and Eternal, could not
forgive ihe ciin of man without punishing it. He said He
would punich it, so He must punish it, and, blessed be
His Name, He has punished it. He lis just, therefore, and
tthe justifier ¢f them that believe in Jesus. The sin has
been punished, so God, Who is just and righteous, can
forgive wsin.

Now lthen how does it work? It works like this. God
tlakes this righteousness of Christ, this perfect right-
eousness face to face with ithe Law which He honoured
in every respect. He 'has kept ‘it and gliven obedience ito
it, He has borne its penalty. The Law is fully satisfied.

God's way of salvation, says Paul, is this. He gives to us .

thie righteousness of Chrict, If we have seen our need and

go ito 'God and confers lit, God will give us His own Son’s

righteousness. He imputes Christ’s mighteousness to us
who believe in Him, and regards us as righteous and
declares 'and pronounces ‘us to be mighteous in Him.
That is the way of salvation, the Chifigtian way of salva-
tion, the way of salvation by justification by faith. So
that it comes 'to this. That I see and I believe, that I ook
to nothing and no one except to ‘the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ilike Paul’s way of putting ‘it. He asks: “Where is boaslt-
ing then? It s excluded. By what law? of works? Nay,
but by the law of £faith”. You foolish Jews, says Paul,
you are boasting ‘about the fact that you have 'been
circumeised, you have the oracles of God and ithat you are
God’s people. You must cease to do that. You must not
rest upon 'the fact that you have this tradition and you
" are children of your forefathers. No, no, you have to rest
exclusively upon tthe Lord Jesus Christ and His perfect
work. There iiis no borsting, The Jew s not superior to the
Gentile iin this respect. “All have sinned and come short

of the glory of 'God.” We look 'to Chnisit and to ‘Christ °

alone, and not to ourse'ves in any respéct whatsoever.
II1.

To make it quite practical as I close let me say that
there fis 'a very simple WAY OF TESTING YOURSELF
to know whether you believe that. We betray ourselves
by what we say. The Lord Himsef said we should be
justified by our words, and how 'true it is. T have often
hiad to deal with this point with people, and I have ex-
plained this way -of justification by faith and told ‘them
how-it s all in Christ, and that God puts His righteous-
ness upon us. I have explained it ‘all to them, and then T
have waid: “Well now are you quite hapny aboult lit, do
you believe that?” And they say, “Yes.” Then T say:
“Well then you ‘are mow ready 'to say 'that vou are a
Christian.” And 'they hesitate. And I know thev have
not got it. And ithen I say: “What is the matiter. why are
you hesitating?” And thev say: “I do not féel thet T am
good enough.” At once T krow (thiat in a sense T tave
been vasting my breath. They are still thinking lin terms
of them=elves: their idea still is that they have to make
‘themselves good enourh to be a Chriisttian, good enough
ito be accepted with Christ. They ‘have to do dt! “T am
not good enough.” It sounds very modest. but it is the
lie of the dewil, it is a denial of the faith. You ithink 'that
you are being humble. But you will never be good enough ;
nobody ‘has ever been good enough. The essence of the

Chirlistian salvation is to gay that He s good e:n'ougjh and',

thalt T am in Him! -
As long ag you go on It,h'mkm-g about yourself and say-
ng: “Ah yes, I would like ito, but I am not good enough;

I am a sinner, a grealt sinner,” you are denying God and
you will never be happy. You will continue ‘to be cast
down and disquieted in your soul. You will think you
are better at times and then you will find that you are
not as good as you thoughtt you were. You read 'the lives
of the saints and you realize that you are nowhere. So
you keep on asking: “What can I do? I still feel that I
am not good enough.” Forget younself, forget all about
yourseif. Of course you are not good enough, you will
never be good enough. The Christian way of salvation
tells you ithis, that it does not matter what you have
been, it does not matter whatt you have done. How can I
put ‘this plainly? I try to say it from the pulpit every
Sunday ‘because I think it i the ithing thalt is robbing
most people of tthe joy of the Lord. It does not matter if
you have almost entered info the depths of hell, if you
are guity of murder as well as every other vile sin, it
does not matter from the standpoint of being justified
with God. You are mo worse than the most respectable
self-righteous person iin the world. Do you believe that?

That is another good way of testing yourself. Do you
believe thiat from the standpoint of salvation and justi-
fication with God that all our customary distindtions are
abolished at a stroke and that what determines whether
we afre sinners or not lis not what we have done, but our
relationship to God. I say, therefore, that this is the
test, ithat you acknowledge readily and say clearly that
you look to Christ and to ‘Christ alone and to nothing
and no-one else, tthait you stop looking at particular sins
and particular people. Look at notJh'mg and nobody but
look entirely to Christ and say :—

“My hope is built on nothling less
Than Jesu’s Blood and mighteousness,
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesu’s Name.

On Christt the solid Rock I stand,
Al other ground is sinking sand.”

You must so believe tthat as to be able 'to go further and
say with holy boldness:—

“The terrors of law and of God
With me-can have nothing to 'do,
My Saviour’s obedience and blood,
Hide all my transgressions from view.”

Would  you like to be vid of this epivitual depression?
The first thing you have ‘to do is this, say farewell now
once and for ever to your paist. Realize that it has been
covered and blotted out in Christ. Never look back at
your slins again. Say: “It is finished, it is covered by
ithe Blood of ‘Christ.” That is your first step. Take that
and finish with yourself and all this tallkk-about goodness, -
and look to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is only then that
true happiness and joy are possible ‘for you. What you
need is mot ‘to make resolutions ito live a better life, to
start fasting and sweating and praying. No! you just
beglin to say: —

“I rest my falith on Him alone

Who died for my transgressions to atone.”

‘Take that first step and you will find that immediately

you will begin to experience a joy and a release that you
‘have never known in your life before. ‘“Therefore we .

conclude that a man is justified by faith whithout the

deeds of ‘the Law.” Blessed be the Name of God for

such a wondrous salvation for desperate sinners.
—The Westminster Record




»

June 20, 1957

./;

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(157) 13

THE ASPECTS OF GRACE

By Dr. C. D. Cole
Dean Emeritus of Toronto Baptist Seminary

The Reign of Grace

HAT as gin hath réigned unto dlealth, even so nmght

grace reign through righiteousness unito eternal life
by Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 5:21). Pauf personi-
fies SIN and GRACE and speaks of them as royal fig-
‘ures -— two queens on their thrones. He then shows
whhalt each glives to her subjects. Sin has death in her
painted hand, while grace has eternal life in her white
and charming hand.

1. Grace is more powerful than sin. Here 'is the sin-
ner’s ionly hope, althiough until quickened by the Spirit
of grace, he does not know it. No man can rescue him-
self from the tyranny of sin. Sim lis too much for any
man. Men are taken captive by ithe devil (2 Tim. 2:26).
Men may reform,- but they cannot regeneralte themselves.
They may give up their crimes and their vices, but they
cannot give up their sins. “Can the Ethiopian change

. his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do
good, thalt are accustomed to do evil” (Jer. 13:23).

2. iGrace reigns lawfully. The reign of grace is a right-
eous reign. Grace is not agalinist tthe law. Grace dioes mot
seek to destroy justice; that would be to divide God
against Himself. Grace honours the law by giving the
Lond Jesus Christ, who satisfied the law by becoming our
Surety, and bearing the guill of our sins in His own
body on the tree. God dealt with His Son in justice ‘that
He might deal with sinners in grace.

3. Grace reigns by Jesus Christ our Lord. Christ is not
the source but the medium of grace. ‘Grace has its source
.in 'thie heart of God, and operates according to the sover-
eign will of God. The word ‘“‘reign” suggests a king or
a queen on a throne. And a throne speaks of power, and
resources. ‘The power of grace is the power of God.
This makes lit fitting to speak of irresistible grace.
Surely we can speak of an irresistible God! The resources
of grace are 'to be found .in God. The blood of ‘God’s Son
is the capital stock of grace. When His blood loses its
value, then -grace has become bankrupt and the believer
will be lost. But ithis shall never be!

“Thou dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
‘Till all the ransomed dh'u'rcfh of God
Be 'saved)lbo sin no more.’

4. Grace reigns in every phase and step of salvation.
“ "Mwas grace that brought me safe hus far, and grace
will lead me home.” Salvation is a comprehensive term,
including within its scope all the aspects and stages of
deliverance from sin. Every aspect and every stage of
salvation s of grace, and this precludes human merit
at any and every point. ‘Salvation from beginning to
end is of grace.

(1) Grace reigns in foreknowledge. The first thing
God ever did for His people was to foreknow them. In
His foreknowledge He wet His affections upon them. He
foreknew them, wilth 'the intention ‘of blessing them. He
loved ‘them with an everlasting love, and ithis love was
a gracious love, and in mo wise was it merited.

(2) Grace reigns in election. Election is of grace (Rom.

‘6, gives answer:

ttion of the Gospel.

11:5). Election was not on the ground of foreseen merit

in sinners, but of gracious love in God. In 2 Thessalon-

ians, second chapter, Paul speaks of ‘them that perish
because they received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved; and then exclaims with reference to ithe
saints: “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God
for you, brethren beloved of the, Lord, because God hath
from ‘the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sandtification of the Spirit- and bdlief of the truith”
(2 Thess. 2:13). We have two thiings lin this text: first,
why men are saved; and second, 'how they are saved.
They are said tto be saved because God chose them unto
malvation. And they are waved by being sanctified by
the Spirit and by believing the truth — the truth of the
‘Goupel. This is what made them differ from ‘“them that
perish: because they received not ‘the love of ‘the truth.”
Had it not been for the choice of God and the sanctifica-
tlion of the Spinit, the Thessalonians would also have
rejedted e truth. Therefore, God is to be thanked for
their salvation. Now, why did ‘God choose them? Was
the ground of ‘God’s choice foreseen faith, or some other
good in them; or was it graee in Himself? Romans 11:5,
“Even iso then at 'this présent ‘time
there is a remmant according to the election of grace.
And if by grace, then lit is no more of works.”

“ "Dis not that I :did choose Thee,
For, Lord, thait could not be; N
This heart would still refuse Thee,
‘But Thou hast dhosen me.”

(3) Grace reigns in predestination.. To predestinate is
to determine destiny beforehand. Predestination is mever
said o be unto damnaition, but unto salvation. God causes
nobody to be dammned; sin is 'the thing that dammns men.
But God is the cause of salvation. The foreknown are
salid Ho be predestinated to be conformed o the image
of God’s Son (Rom. 8:29). Why were people predestined
to such glory? Was 'it because «of their foreseen faith or
goodness? In Ephesians 1:5, 6 we have ithe answer:
“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of chliildren
to Himecelf, according to the good pleasure of His will,
To the praise of the glory of His grace.”

(4) Grace reigns in our calling. “Moreover whom He
dlid predestinate, them He also called” (Rom. 8:80). The
word “called” is never in the New 'Testament applied to
those who are the recipients of a mere external invita-
It always wsignifies an inward and
effectual call — a call that brings to Christ and salva-
tion. Amd this call is of grace according to 2 Thimothy
1:9: “Who hath saved us and called us with a holy
calling, mot according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in
Chri-it Jesus before the world began.” And in Galatians
1:15 Paul says that God called him by His grace.

“’Twas sovereign mercy called me,
And taught my opening mind; |
Tthe world had else enthralled me,
to heavenly glories blind.”

(5) Grace reigns in justification. Justification may be
defined as the judicial act of God in which He declares
the believer to be no longer under condemnation, but to
have a standing of righteousness before Him. Justifica-
tion and condemnation are antonyms. The justified .
person 'is free from the guilt of sin. In this blessing a
matter of merit or of grace? Romans 3:24 says: “Being
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justified freely (without eny cause in me, C.D.C.) by
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus.” i

(6) Grace reigns in conversion. In conversion a change
is wrought in the sinner. There is a change from darkness

to light, from death to life, and from the power of Satan -

unto 'God. There is a change of opinfon so thalt he be-
lieves what he once rejected; a change of affection so
that he loves whiat he once hated. What explains such a
change? Does ithe sinmer convert himself? Does darkness
create light? Does 'death beget life? Does filth produce
purity:?
~himgelf. If God converts the sihner, does He 'do it as
a matter of obligation or of grace? Paul glives grace
credit for his conversion. After speaking of himself as
& persecutor of the salinits, he says, “But by the grace of
God I am what I am.”
“O to grace how great a debtor -
Daily I'm constrained 'to-be!”

(7) Grace reigns in glorification. “Whom He justified
them He  also glorified.” Glorification is the complete
deliverance .from every aspect and vestige of sin. It is

_ the crowning work of wdiemptmn by which we will be-

come personally glorious and in glorious surroundings.
It ttakes in the body as well as the soul. Our salvation
is not complete ais long as these bodies of ours remain in
the grave or, if living, continue mortal. Let time wmite
wrinkles upon ‘the brow; let sorrow’s scalding tears wet
the cheeks; Tet sickness and pain twigt and torbure 'this
body into a shapeless mass; and let death turn it into
a veritable dust-heap; still grace shall win for us and
fashion it into a glorious body like unto that of our dear
Lord. “Wherefore, glird up the loins of your mind, and
be sober, and hope to ‘the end for the grace that is o be
brought unto you at the dppearing (second coming) of
-Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18). “Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be
like ‘Him; for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).

Provisions of Grace
iGrace, like ithe Good Samantitan, not only meets the

present emergency, but provides for future and eternal
blessings. Let the trembling sinner be told ‘that there
are ample provisions of grace lin the Lord Jesus Christ.
Every one who feels ithe plague of his own heart may
come lto Jesus Christ for healing. He gives all a gracious
invitation and assures a hearty welcome. Hear His
words: “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out.” Though vile as Manasseh, filthy as Magdalene,
guilty as the cross-thief, He will nolt turn away.ithe poor
in spirit. He turns no real beggar from His gate, though
full of sores and vermin. His heart is lined with sweel
compassion, and His hamds ave filled with the richest
gifts. He has supplies for all needs: legs for a Jame beg-
gar, eyes for a blind one, cordials for a faint one, garm-
ents for a naked one, a fountain for a filthy one — Yes,
and a rope for a sham beggar who asks for mercy and
. taltks of merit, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners; of whom I am chief” (1 Timothy 1:15).

“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word;

What more can He say than to you He hath said —

To you who for refuge o Jesus have fled?”

Then, and not till then, can ‘the sinner convert

,

< God’s Grace Is Manifold

There is sustaining grace for seasons of sorrow, tri-
umphing grace for times of temptation, persevering grace
for days of discouragement. There s teaching grace, liv-
ing grace and dying grace. But time and paper would
fail me to tell- of the gin of frustrating grace by teach-
ing salvation by works, and of abusing grace — turning
the grace of God into Tasciviousness — by pleading grace
as 4 license to sin. Grace has delivered every believer

“tfrom ithe guiilt of sin, from the love of sin, and will yet

deliver from 'the .very presence of sim. Until the dear

- Lord returns to complete His work of grace, every hbe-

liever will experience with Paul the inward workings of
sin, and confess with him, that “what I hate, that I do”
(Rom. 7:15).

“Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days;
It lays in hieaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves tthe prajise.” _
'—From Definitions of Doctrines. This book may be

procured at the office of THE GOSPEL WITNESS.
Price: $1.50.

For Younger Readers

PRAYER SAVES FAMILY FROM FLAMES
By William Rutledge _ .

During the holiday week at the end of last year a
terrifying fire swept the luxurious Malibou region of
southern California. High and shifting winds, plus the
canyons and mountainous terrain on which stood many
costly homes, made the inferno almost impossible to com-
bat. Thousands of fire-fighters, including professional
experts and whole units from the U.S. Navy and Army
stationed in the wvicinity, were able to defeat the flames
—but only. after a week of battling, day and night, and
at a cost of nearly one hundred million dollars.

One of the remarkable stories which came out of this

" sensational and baffling fire was also a story of a Te-

markable answer to prayer. It concerned a man ‘and his
wiife and their two children. '

They suddenly found ‘their mountainside home sur-
rounded with blazing walls of flames. There was no
escape and no way tthat rescue teams could reach ithem.
The father simply told his frantic family that there was
nothing ‘they could do but to pray, and hope that the
greatest Power would intervene o spare them in this -
holocaust. .

The father, speaking for his family, gently prayed.

To the amazement of all, including observers in fthe
helicopters overhead, the flames miraculously parted and
swept around the entire home and fthe family. Not one
of themi was so much as singed. The flames roared on

"and around them in a way 'that cannot be understood or

explained except inv 'terms of true and positive faith.

Men study all the laws and effects of every phase of
life, but Where has ever been — and always will be —
that which cannot be explained, that which cannot be
pinned down o ‘iron-clad rules. By every natural law of
forest fires, this family and their hmne s!h'ouldj have
burned to cinders.

He on His throne heard this desperate prayer, and the
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raging flames were obedient to Him, the Ruler of all
things.

-No matter how skilled and expert and lauded any of us
may become lin any phase or pursuit of life we cannot
ignore or fail to reckon with God who governs the uni-
verse. He can turn every expectation into failure, every
© wisdom into foolishness, and every despair into thrilling
triumph.

—Moody Monthly

Bihle School Lesson Outline

Volume 21 Second Quarter Lesson 18 June 30, 1957

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH
Lesson Text: Revelation 21:1-7.

Golden Text: “And he tha.t sat upon .the throne said, Behold,
I make all things new.”—Revelation 21:5.

I. The Vision: verses 1-4.

The visions which the Lord gave to His servant John
included some features pertaining to the past, some to the
present and some to the future (Rev. 1:19). In these last
visions the Lord vouchsafed to John glimpses of the eternal
abode of the saints.

John saw a new heaven and a new earth, both of which
were of surpassing beauty and glory. The first heaven and
the first earth, when created by the hand of God, were per-
fect (Gen. 1: 31), but because of the sin of the mhabltants,
the whole earth became involved in the curse (Gen. 3:17, 18;
Rom, 8:20-22). There would come a day of judgment, where-
in the first heaven and earth would be dissolved and purged
with fire (Heb. 12:26, 27; 2 Pet. 3:10-12), preparatory to
the new heaven and new earth, when the universe would be
redeemed (Rom. 8:19). The heaven which would be de-
stroyed is of course not the eternal abode of the saints, but
rather the atmosphere above the earth., The new heaven and
the new earth may be the first ones restored and renewed,
or they may be entirely new.

The sea in Scriptural imagery is the symbol of turmoil and
unrest (Psa. 46:3; Isa, 48:22; 57:20), of separation (Lam.
2:13), of Judgment and destruction (Gen. 6:17; T:11; Rev.
20:13). In that land of quiet peace, there will be no more
sea, in the sense that these disturbing  elements will no
longer trouble men or nations.

The New Jerusalem which John saw was a spiritual city
of heavenly origin (Isa. 52:1; Rev. 22:9), contrasted in its
character and source with earthly Jerusalem, symbolic of
bondage and fleshly aims (Gal. 4:25, 26; Heb. 11:10; 12:22;
13:14; Rev. 1:17, 18). The inhabitants of New Jerusalem
are those who are true members of the body of Christ, His
bride, His church (1 Cor. 8:9, 16; 12:18; Eph. 1:22, 283;
5:25-27; Col. 2:7; Rev. 8:12). How glorious shall the samts
appear,’ with all faults and blemishes removed, and adorned
with the white robes of the righteousness of Christ, their
Lord and heavenly Bridegroom, with whom they are umted
for evermore (verse 9; Rev. 19:7; 22:17)! .The heavenly city
is now completed, each living stone being in its proper place
(Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet. 2:5; Rev. 21:14).

In figure and symbol, but especially in the tabernacle in
the wilderness, the presence of God was made manifest to
the ancient Hebrews (Exod. 25:22; 29:45, 46; 40:84, 85; Lev.

20:26; 26:11, 12). But in the Eternal City the Lord Himself -

shall dwell forever among His people, now redeemed from
all sin and iniquity (Zech. 2:10; 2 Cor. 6:16; Rev. 7:15).

What a comforting thought to know that in the Celestial
City there will be no sin (verses 8, 27; Isa. 85:8; Joel 3:17),
and that none of the fruits of sin will be present — tears,
sorrow, suffering, pain or death (Isa. 25: 8- 85:10; 651:11;
Matt. 11:28; 1 Cor. 15:26; 2 Tim. 1:10; Rev. T 17; ’ 20: 14)!
All such woes belong to the first earth with its bondage
.of corruption.

II. The Voice: verses 5-7.

The triumphant Saviour, the One sitting upon the throne
of power and glory (Rev. 4:2, 8), informed John that it was
He who had made all things new. All things were in reality
new, as prefigured by the new creation in the heart of
every redeemed soul (2 Cor. 5:17).

The Apostle John was commanded to write the vision, to
record it, for it had been given to him by One who was
called True and Faithful (Rev. 3:7, 14; 19:11; 22:6), the
Beginning and the Ending, the Source and Purpose of all
things (Col. 1:16; Heb. 2:10; Rev. 1:8). Moreover, the
promise was as sure and certain as though these things had
already taken place. )

To encourage any who might despair of reaching such a
holy and blessed abode, the Apostle John was exhorted to
repeat the gracious invitation of the Gospel, that the Lord
was ready’ to satisfy with the waters_of eternal life those
who expressed spiritual thirst. (Isa. 55:1; John 4:10; 7:87;
Rev. 22:17). Salvation would be given to ’them freely, with®
out money and without price.

The promise of the Gospel was repeated for the benefit
of the saints of God also. Those who would be victorious in
the conflict against the world, the flesh and Satan would
inherit the blessings described in the sacred vision (Rev.
2:7). As sons of God by the new birth they would have a
right to the heavenly inheritance (Rom. 8:16, 17). God
would manifest Himself as their Father, and they would be
manifested before all as His sons (Jer. 81:33; 2 Cor. 6:18).
What a glorious inheritance awaits those who by faith re-
ceive Christ as their Saviour and Lord (1 Pet. 1:8, 4)! Let

"us press on toward the prize of. our high- calhng in Christ

Jesus (Phil. 3:12-14)!

Daily Bible Readings

June 24—Heaven, the Dwelling Place of God
Deut. 6:89; Isa. 6

June 25—Angels Expelled from Heaven .... 2 Pet. 2; Jude B-7
June 26-—Heaven, Denied to the Unsaved ........ Rev. 20:1-16
June 27—Heaven, Promised to Believers

John 17:20-26; 1 Cor. 5:1-10
June 28--Heaven, Prepared by Christ for Believers

. John 14:1-24

June 29—Heaven, a Rest for the Christian ............ Hebrews 4
June 80—Heaven, a Place of Untold Blessing. Rev. 21:8-22:5

Suggested Hymna

-Jerusalem the golden.

‘Who, who are these?

For ever with the Lord.
Jerusalem, my happy home.
There’s a land of fadeless day.
Jesus the water of life has given.

THE WORTH OF MAN

If the value of ‘anything is to be estimated by its price,
to what an immeasurable height of worth does it exalt

man that God gave His Son to redeem him! — redeem-
ing him not with don'lupvﬁllb[le things such as silver and
gold, but with: the precious blood of -Christ; as of a lamb
without spot or blemish. So far from cherlishing low
views of man, I believe that a gem of inestimable value
lies concealed beneath the beggar’s rags. A soul is there
of divinelike faculties and of priceless worth: and a
body also, which, though the seat of appetites that man
shares with brutes, and of passions, perhaps, such as
burn in ‘the breast of friends, may become more sacred
than any fane built by human hands — a temple of the
Holy '‘Ghost. There is a worth in man mo meanness of
circumstances, no degradation of character can altogether
conceal. He is a jewel, though buried in a heap of cor-
ruption; the vilest outcast, possessing powers and affec-
tions ithat need only to be sanctified to ally him with
angels, and make publicans and harlots fit for Heaven.

—GUTHRIE
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