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The Freedom of the Soul

By Dr. T. T. Shields
“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”—John 8:32.

SET before you this worthy ambition to REJOICE
IN SUCH FREEDOM AS RESULTS FROM A
DEEP AND TRUE CULTURE OF THE SOUL. Even
in physical and mechaniical activities the principle of
such: freedom finds many an illugtration. The truth is,
knowledge attains its ihvig'hlest value when, so to speak,
it becomes incorporated in the man, when it becomes a
part of him, and ‘so completely possesses him and dom-
inates him, as to determine the quality of speech and
action. It is when knowledge is thus rbva;msmu‘ted into
life and action that it becomes wisdom.
Thus the capacity of the mind is enlarged, and its
aptitudes are developed, until the mind absorbs what it
reads and observes as easily -as the Jungs put oxygen into

" the blood. Hence a disciplined mind delivers @ man from

intellectual bondage and sets him free.

‘This principle is conspicuously true in the moral and
religious realm. The Christian religion does not manu-
facture glass or wax flowers and fruit: it grows them.
The true church is not a- noisy factory, but a beautiful,
fragrant and fruitful garden. If you grow dandelions on

" your lawn, your neighbour may invoke ‘the law against

noxious weeds, lest your garden should corrupt his. What
if one ishould say, “Then, I must examine fthe law to
find out what ‘it is”? A better way would be to grow
flowers — agalinst such there ig no law.

[The triumph of Evangelical Christianity is equally in-
evitable: It is a reéligion of the Spirit whose fruit ds
“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance; against such there s no

. law.” And as these divine qualities find expression: and

exemplification in human character, the soul finds per-
fect freedom Yin a life against which there lis no law.
This is what lthe Lord Jesus meant -when He said, “Ye
ghall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

One word of caution, however, let me add: mere sub-
jectivism, when finished, spells anarchy. Self-expression,
without limitation or control, eannot wisely be permitted
in a child. Objective standards must be translated or

transmitted into thé subjective. Thus the alphabet, the
multiplication table, and the seales, must be studied ob-
jectively if they are to become part of the child’'s mental
constitution. The same is true of religion: we cannot
dispense with the objective: the law is our ‘schoolmaster
to bring us o Christ. Modernism, in its wltimate ex-
'presdmn, is always ss'u'bJedtlve authonity redides within
the man’s own consciousness — fin' short, he becomes a
law untto himself, and thus becomes utterly lawless. But
where shall we find the norm, the oaneomve standard?
There can be but One: Christ is alt and in all; truth is
in Him, and ean only be ‘identified as truth in relation
to Him.

Thus sin is ob/;ect'ivellw atoned for, and put away in
Him Who is the’end of ithe law for mrighteousness. The
blood of Christ represents' His perfect life in wolution,
“the just for the unjust to bring us to God.” But the
sin whiich s crucified for us must be crucified in us.
The objective Cross as a ground of faith must become
a subjective experience through the obedience of falith.
Is Christ an example only? No, that would involve a
reversion to Law. Wha't is our hope of ultimate perfec-
tion and glory? Christ in history, on the cross, at 'the
Father’s right hand? That is the objective aspect of the
Christian religion. But we must know Him subjectively:
He must dwell in our hearts by faith. Then the Spirit
of God will become increasingly at home with you, and
His life will find a natural expression in a life divinely
lived; in a pure spiritual joy, even the joy of your Lord;
in a peace based in a moral balance effected by 'Christ’s
atoning death, and a renewed nature harmonized with

.God’s holy law, — in longsuffering, genﬂleness, goodness,

faith, meekness self-control, — elements in that divine
nature for which all things were made, and againgt which
there is no law. In lthat divine liberty the soul reaches
its destiny, and grace reigng through righteousness un'to
eternal life by Jesus-Christ our Lord. Therefore there

. ¢an be no true education, no true and deep cculture of the °

soul, a'p'art from ‘this, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
—From Other Little Ships
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SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET
EV. JOHN KNIGHT, member of the first Graduating
Class of Toronto Baptist Seminary, who has served
the Lord as a missionary in Jamaica.for nearly 30 years,
preached a heart-searching message at the morning serv-
ice on June 9th, on the subject, “The Other Side of the
Sea” (Mark 5:1). Mr. Knight remarked that there have
‘been many changes and improvements since 'the day when
he first went 'to Jamaica, but some things remain un-
changed; sin is the same, the power of God is the same,
the fields are still “white unto harvest”, the labourers are
still few and the way ‘to secure labourers s the same,
“Pray ye 'the Lord of the harvest.”

When Christ crossed over the sea he found a man
possessed of the devil, and the devil is still bugily en-
gaged in our day. He found also that others had taken
an interest in Him, perhaps through fear. As the in-
habitants of that land tried to bind the demon-possessed
man, so do someé preachers in Jamaica proclaim a mes-
sage that merely binds the people without setting them
free. As they sought to 'tame ithe man, so do some preach-
ers with a social Gospel try ‘to help man mafterially. As
Dr. Shields said, “They try to make the prodigal more
comfortable in the far country.”

But when Jesus.Christ came on the scene tthe demons )

recognized Him. This man did not want the Lord, but
the Lord wanted him. What a difference when the Lord
entered his life! He became a new creature. The Gospel

is still “the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth.” In Jamajica there are many broken homes,

much sin and poverty. Many of the people are super-

They need ithe gospel, they need the Word: of

God. 'They need Christ “on ithe other side of the sea”.
This man, when restored, prayed that he might re-

main with Christ, but the Lord sent him back home to be..

a testimony 'there, and he obeyed: Our earnest desire

“should be to know the Lord’s will for us, then do it.

In closing 'this fine message, Mr, Knight directed the
unsaved o Christ, the Lamb of God which taketh- away
the sin of the world. A lady responded to the invitation,
desiring to follow the Lord in baptism.

A large number altte'mdled the splendid Open Air meet-
mg of testimony in Allan Gardens at 6.00 p.m., preced-
ing the evening service. From 7.30 - 8:30 ithe serwvice
was broadcast as usual over station CHWO, Oakvilie,
1250. .

“Regeneration” (John 3:3) was the 'subject of Dr.
Slade’s most impressive sermon in ithe evening. In intro-
,dlucmg this all-important message, he referred briefly

- to the “Bill of Exceptions” which Christ left for our

instruction (Matt. 5:20; 18:3; Luke 138:3; John 3:3, 5).

" The Lord Jesus dealt directly with the great man Nico-

demus, an earnest seeker who had come ‘to Him 'at night,
at a time when he could have a heart-to‘heart tatk with
the Saviour without interruption. To his enquiry about

the Kingdom of ‘God and his relation to it, the Saviour-

had one message, “Ye must be born again.” How is our
Lord speaking? ‘“Nicodemus, I who am the Truth say
unto you, that unless a divine change comes over your
soul, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” The new birth
signifies a great change, a new life which will last for
ever. Helpless and hopeless in ourselves, we must come

- a second time fresh from lthe hands of the Creator.

{What lis it 'to be born again? It is more than reforma-
tion, more than change 'in environment. A clock which
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has stopped will not be better if placed in a new
environment; it needs to be fixed from the inside. The
soul that is born again is restored, broughit from sin into
fellowship wiith God. By the new birth a change is
wrought in the governing principles of our whole lives.
Regeneration is the implantation of the divine nature
into our souls. We have new thoughts about God, about

.Christ, aboutt ourselves; we have a mew heart, a new

Father and a new home.

Christ taughtt the absolute necessity of the new birth,
“Ye must be born again.” He who made man knows what
damage sin has done and He alone can give us a new
nattire. How must we be born again? It is our part to
believe, to receive Christ, and it is God’s part to give us
the new birth. Thus ended another good day in the
house of the Lord.

-

A DISEASE OF THE HEART

Like snow drift when it has leveled the dhunch-yard
mounds, and glistening in the winter sun, lies so pure
and fair and beautiful above the dead, who fester and
rot below, a very plausible profession, wearing the sem-
blance of innocence, may conceal 'from human eyes the
foulest heart-corruption. The grass grows green upon
a mountalin that holds a volcano in lits bowels. Behind the
rosy cheek, and soft lustrous eye of beauty, how often
does ‘there lurk a deadly disease, the deadliest of all!
Even so #in has its seat within. It is a disease of the
heartt, and ‘the worst of all heart complalints. -

The most advanced saint is not altogether free from
the bondage d¢f sin. Sin is the greatest folly, and the
sinner the greatest fool in-the world. Think of a man
purchasing momentary pleasure at the cost of endless
pain. Think of a dying man -living as if he were never
to die. 'Think of a man risking eternity on the uncer-

tain chance of surviving another year.—GUTHRIE,
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Annual Business Meeti-ng of Jarvis St. Church

The 129th Annual Busuness Meeting of Jarvis Street
Baptist Church for the year ending March 31st, 1957,
was held on June 6th with the Pastor, Dr, H, C. Sﬂade
presiding. A spirit of gratitude to the Lord and of
joyful "enthusiasm in His service was reflected in the
various reports presented, and fthe whole service was
marked by happy fellowship. The Lord has been very
good to us. The testimony of Jarvis Street Church

reaches to the ends of the earth. It is the mother church
- of many causes, now flourishing:

The first report, that of the Deacons, was ably writ-
ten and presented by Deacon Robert Shaker. This re-
port was in some respects a summary of all the reports,
since it gave an over-all picture of the work as a whole.
The capable and consecrated Treasurer, Mr. Harold Maw,
presented the fine Financial Statement, which indicated
large receipts for ithe year, amounting %o $141,762.28.
Of thils amount over 50 per cent. was given to Missions,
The Radio ministry now imposes new obligations, but
by the grace of God the meed has thus far been fully
melt,

Rev. G. Adams, Registrar, gave a splendid report of
Toronto Baptist ‘Semlinary and Dr. 0. L. Clark read the
statement concerning THE GOSPEL WITNESS, now in {its
36th year of publication.

Mr. Bruce Inrig, in describing the important work of
the Bible School, paid tribute to the high quality of ithe
serviice being rendered by our worthy and well-beloved
General. Superintendent, Mr. R. E. Kinsinger. During

" the year 63 scholars accepted Christ as Saviour. Sunday

by Sunday 125 teachers fafithfully proclaim the Word of
the Lord. The School gave $2,325 to Missions d!unng
the year.

Other splendid reports followed; Women’s Missionary
Society by Mrs. B. McInnes, Senior Dorcas Society by
Mrs. A. H. Harvey, Junior Doreas by Miss Iona Rush,
Senior Choir by Mrs. B. Breckenreid and Junior Choir
by Miss Joyce Richards. The hiighlight of the Choir
Report was lthe remarkable record established by the
Organist, Mr. Penney, and the Choir Divrecl:or, Mr,
Hutchinson, who have been associated together in the
ministry of music in Jarvis Street Church for 33 years.

The following Deacons were elected to serve for the
coming year:
Mr. Paul Bauman
Mr. R. E, Kinsinger
Mr. David Markle
Mr. Harold B. Maw :
Mr. Norman Nicol
Mr. Frank Rush
Mr. Robert Shaker

REPORT OF THE DEACONS
By Deacon Robert Shaker

(Report submitted to the members of Jarvis Street
Baptist Church at 'the Annual Business Meeting
on June 6, 1957).

Year after year these Business Meetings of Jarvis
Street Churdh have been held, and lto the honour and

glory of God we have had ample cause ito rejoice again
and again in His abounding goodness to us. This past
year has only added to tthe burden of our indebtedness
to Him, so that we can hea;zmxlny say ‘that in His faith-
fulmess, in His mercy and in His power, “God is Jlust
the same to-day.”

- Lookiing back over the moniths, among ﬁhe mamy causes
for thankfulness a number stand out prominently;

With gratitude we have had confirmed to us afresh
the fact of 'the great gifts which we have from God in
the persons of our Pastor, Dr. Slade, and his associate,
Mr. Samuel Tulloch, who miniister to our souls and lead
us iin the work with such acceptance:

The clear and 'uncompromising manner in which the
Word of ‘God has been proclaimed from ithe pulpit, the
Lord Jesus magnified, sinners invited to come to Him,
and the result in the salvation of many and the edifica-
tion of us all:

‘The whole-hearted loyalty of the church tto the Pastor
and the way in which so many give themselves ‘Yo the
carrying on of the ltesmlmonvy of the Lord in every branch
of the work: .

The manner in which the Lord has led us to break
away from certain associations, leaving us free fo take
on other causes and associates in whom we have had
more confidence, and who have proven to be a greatt
source of blessing to us:

The strong, substantial causes represented lin our for-
eign ‘missionary efforts and the quality of the men we
are helping to support, giving us the confidence that
much shall be accomplished in the name of 'the Lord, and
assuring us that our prayers and our giving shall not
be in vain:

The many. faiithful friends we have here in Canada and
ithroughout the world who continually uphold our hands
in prayer and help us with the financial burden.

Along with these causes of thanksgiving there is a
peculiar aspect 'to. this past year that is a challenge to
us all. Our vision has been enlarged, and the door of
opportunity has been opened before us. The construction
of the large apartment houses ‘in outr neighbourhood has
brought hundreds of people within easy walking distance
of tthe c¢hurch, souls who are far from Christ and who
somehow ought to be reached with itthe Gospel. Thus, the

need for our testimony is more urgent than ever.

Seeing in a greater measure the work on the Jamaica -
field and the meed of the mew responsibility we have
assumed in Manrtinique, we have been made aware that
there, as well as here, there fis a great work for us tto do.

Finally, in the inspiration engendered by the New
Year Motto: “Go FORWARD” so prominently displayed
all over the church, we have been challenged to a fresh
vision of the power of God, and we have received mew
courage bo lay hold of Him in a grea'ter measure that we
mightt indeed “Go fm'ward ”

These factors give us ample cause lbo face thé new year
boldly, knowing tthat the Lord having helped us hitherto,
He will continue to do so, according to His promise.
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RADIO MAIL

Brownsburg, Qu-e'beq

To THE GOSPEL WITNESS :
I think my sulbscxtp‘tlon for THE GOSPEL WITNESS
dhoruld be renewed next monith, so I am sending a money

orider for $5.00; $3.00 fof the paper and $2.00 for the .

radio expenses.
fMay God bless you in your work for HImL
T (An elderly lady, srubscmlber for about 24 years)
* * ) .* »*
S ' ' ‘ Griimsby, Onit.
Dear- Miss Lindsay: ’ .

‘Kindly find enclosed $10, $5-for THE GOSPEL WITNESS
and the balance for the Radio Fund. I certainly look
forward to the radio service at 7.30 on Sunday nights and
pray that many souls will be brought fo know Jesus
‘Christ as itheir own: personal Saviour through this means.

. ) * . * % : ' '

o . Toronto, -Ont.
To Jarvis Street Baptist Chunch':- | :

I have listened to your Broadcast on Sunday evening,
whiich I have enjoyed very much.

Please accept this small donation, and may God bless
you all in your good work.

% *® % *
Richmond Hill, Ont:
Déar Dr. Slade: :

Many thanks for last night’s service. The reception
was good up here; also lhhe music. Your message was a
real blessing to us.

We would like ‘o receive THE GOSPEL WITNESS wuubh
Dr. Shields’ sermon on “The Atom Bomb”; we have
always had falith in his interpretation. of God’s word.

Enclosed is a donation toward the Broadcast.

* * +* *

Dear Dr. Stade: -

Just a word of appreciation of your ‘Sunday evening
broadcast, which we had the joy of listening to while
travelling home on Easter week-end. .

We had reached Oshawa on No. 401 at 7.30 p.m.. and
tuned ‘in to ‘the Oakville station and found the recéption
very clear and continued to enjoy 'ﬂhe broadcast -unlfnll

'8.30 p.m.

Thie faithful prodlama}bron of God’s word is alwa'ys en-

joyable, but this dis parbicularly true when we know
" something of the testimony behind the broadceast.
We.continue ‘to uphold your falithful witness in prayer,
that the Holy Spirit may give you’ fruit ‘througlh con-
tinual sowing of the seed. -~ .
% -% * * . s

- Mounlt Dennis, Ont.
Dear Brother in Ohnldt

I must lelt you know I enjoy the- Radio ng.ram olf
Jarvis Streét Church. I have listened to it each Lord’s
Day evening. I have a radio by my bedside, as I 'am an
invalid; have been so for many years. I am frying ‘to
learn ‘bo walk. Iam an eﬂ'd'e'rly lady, but hiave been saved

gince thirteen years of age. Ephesiang 1:7, 8 are won-
derful verses: “By whom we have. redlemqitlon through
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” T meditated- on
it for a while, but fthe richness of fit, and the mystery
of lit, forgiveness of sins, the tears would fall A:nvd I durd
thank God for the message. .

S ' ’ l'l‘ororﬁo, Ont.

 (God bless you abundantly in your work for Him. May
the saints be blessed and sinners saved. Wonderful salva-
tion, “No condemnation!” o

* %* % . %

Dear Dr. Slade:. West Hamilton, Ont.

We saw the announcement of your evenling church
broadcast in ithe Hamilton Spectator and tuned in 'to
fisten. I was brought up in a Chrighian home and main-
tain one of our own since I got married. I love to hear
the good old gospel hymns and sang along with you, also
enjoyed the message. The reception was very good on

our little manitel radio. We shall listen again as often
a8 we can. One of us usuall'y has. to 1stay home wilth ‘the’

«hildren Sundlay e'venlmlg, ~bu!t we all go out in ‘the
morning. . .
Dear Brethren: Fruitland, Oni.

*So glad to write you re your broadcast last evening.
Good reception and we praise the Lord God for His
servant ‘that can give out the good news as they were
given out last evening.

'We are members. of a Gospel church, but it is many
a day since we have heard ‘“Redemption” glven out 80
truly and so strong.

We are looking ahead for the message on “Repentance”.
So seldom s it mentioned. Yes, we are ttold to believe and
believe, and we will be saved, but we-can believe and be
loslt It iz more than believing historical facts thalt will
save us. We are ﬂhankmg our Heavenly Father that we

‘saw your ad

i JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR
SUNDAY
9.45 Bible School for every *~ody, from grandfather
to the. baby. ) .
11.00 Morning Service,
430 Afternoon Class. :
6.00 (Open-Afr Service in Allan Gardlens
6.15 Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel.
7.00 Regular evening service.
7.30-8.30 Broadcast CHWO—OQakville (1250)-
8.40 [Open-Air Service on Church Grounds.

TUESDAY

8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Blble School,

- followed by the teaching of the lesson at 8.45:
THURSDAY. . -

2.30 Senior Dorcas Sewing Meetmg

5.30 Junior Doreas Sewing Meetmg

8.00 Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade.
FRIDAY -

7.00 and 8.156—Junior and Senior choir practlces
SATURDAY

8.00 Great Weekly Prayer Service in .Greenwuy Hall.

L e s il T N

Jarvis , Street Church

WEEKLY BROADCAST

Sunday 7.30-8.30 P.M.
(1250) CHWO Oakville

e o sor—— _ ga

. o~

S L e e,
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The 'Jarbis Street Pulpit
Is Protestantism Moving Romeward? Do We
" Need a Con_fessional?

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Torolnlbo, Sunday Evening, January 26th, 1930
) (Stenographically Reported)

- “For Christ is not entered into the holy places' made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;
“Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entered into the

holy place every.year with blood of others;

“For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now .
once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of

himself, : .

“And as it is appointed unto men once to dié, but after this the judgment:
“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for
him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”—Hebrews '9:24-28.

Prayer Before the Sermon .

We worship Thee, O Lord our God, as we approach Thy
throne in the name of Jesus Christ. We have sinned against
Thee. We are not worthy to come where Thou art, or to take
Thy name upon our lips; but we thank Thee that Thou hast
manifested Thy. grace to us at the place called Calvary, and
that in the life and. death and resurrection and ascension of
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thou hast declared Thy gracious pur-
poses respecting rebellious men. . . :
" We draw near to Thee this evening through Him Who is
‘our great High Priest, Who appears in Thy presence in our
behalf. We pray that His righteousness and His infinite
merit may be apprehended by us all, and appropriated by
simple faith. Graciously lead us in our thought this evening.
Instruct us concerning the great principles of Thy saving
gospel. May Thy people be established and built up.in their
most holy faith, and may any who are without the assurance
of salvation in Jesus Christ be given that assurance this
evening! .

Visit us every one — the one with a peculiar problem
which seems to defy solution, may he.find its solution in
Jesus Christ; the person who contemplates an anxious time
to-morrow, who' fears some crisis in his history, may he
hear the whisper of the Divine Spirit promising to accom-
pany him to the cross roads, to guide him in the right way.
It may he there are some here this evening bearing a secret
sorrow, for we read-in Thy ‘Word that -gle heart: knoweth
its own bitterness, and that a stranger doth not intermeddle

" with its joy. We pray that Thou wilt speak to every heart
this evening, and whatever the hidden grief or the unhiealed
wound may be, may God Himself visit the troubled one, so
that he.or she may be made to rejoice in Him this evening.
It may be that some here are staggering under a heavy
load, pilgrims they are:having no continuing city like the
rest of us, but they are bowed down.beneath a burden that
they cannot shake off. Bring them, we pray Thee, to the
great Burdenbearer; may those who are heavy laden find
in Jesus Christ the perfect rest which remaineth for the
people of God. It may be that there is a stranger here,
someone who thinks he has HAPPENED to come into this
service. He has never been here before. It may be that he
comes from a far country, from some strange city, and he
too has many problems to solve, difficulties-of the mind as
well as of the heart and conscience. We thank Thee that
in the Divine Life we all may see light. We pray that such
an one may hold converse with another Stranger on the
road; may the hearts of all burn within us as He shall talk
with us this evening! .

Perhaps there are some whose minds are closed against
the truth, who have been trained in' prejudice, so that the
mind is double-barred and locked. Thou Who dost stand at
the door and knock, we pray, by the constraints of Thy grace

through the mysterious working of the Holy Spirit, that
such an one may be enlightened, that God Who cor!nmanded
the light to shine out of darkness may shine in their hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of ‘God.in
the face of Jesus Christ. : '

We praisé Thee for Thy Word. How simple it is! How
profound! Thou hast brought salvation within the reach of
little children, yet there are mysteries therein contained,
into which even the angels desire to look. Oh, speak to us
out of Thy Book this evening! Help us to revel in the luxur-
ies of the revelation of Thy grace, and to rejoice' in Him
Who is ascended and is seated. at the right hand of the
Majesty on high. We come to Thee, O God, in the name .of
Him Whose blood was shed for sinners. We confess our
sins, and plead Thy promise that if~we confess our sins,
Thou art faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In His matchless name,
and with mention of His incomparable righteousness, we
bow in the presence of a holy God, and worship Thee,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.

HE Great Reformation with which Luther’s name iis

inseparably associated wirtually divided what has
been called Christendom ‘into two camps. The Reforma-
tion was a protest against ‘the errors of Rome, errors
both of doctrine and.of practice; and was designed to be
a.return to ‘the simplicity of the gospel. For many years
what has been called Protestantism has assumed a mili-.
tant, offensive, and defensive, attitude toward the prin-
ciples of Roman Catholicism. But there is 4 tendency fin
our day, I venture to affirm, in the direction of Rome,
a return, parbially or completely, to Romish errors and

to Romish practices, — not always confessedly so, not

always accepbing the Roman Catholic name, but in prin-
ciple and practice there is a very large return to Roman
Catholicism. B
Withiin the Anglican Church lin the Old Land there has
been for many 'years in operation what was known as the.
Tractarian Movement. Its devotees were often spoken
of as Puseyites, followers of Dr. Pusey. In later years
it has become known as the Anglo-Catholic Movement.
It expressed itself in an atitempt to revise the Book of
Common Prayer — not in the direction of a more liberal
religion; the tendencies in that revision would have been
almost wholly reactionary, restoring to ithe church, had
it been adopted, practices which have been unlawfyl since
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the -days of Cranmer. The Book was revised, but the
House of Commons refused to pase it. It was sponsored
by nearly all the Bishops, and, in opposition to the deci-
sion of Parliament, ﬂhe Pmyer Book has been used in
many places.

There is an attempt by the Angllo-Oa:ﬂhohc party to
reintroduce, to restore to the Anglican Church the prac-
tices of Rome. As a maitter of fact, large numbers of
the clergy of the Establishment in the Old Land have

received what is called ecumenical ordination, and are,

according to ithe standards of Rome, fin holy orders.
There are in the Amnglican Church ministers who are
virtually priests of Rome. Moreover: there is a very
celebrated preacher in London who ‘is ‘the minister of
what is called a Congregational church, who confessedly
has also received such ordination, and, though. minister
in .a supposedly Congregational church, is himself a
priest of Rome.

Nor are we without those tendencies here in this
country. The High Church party,. within ithe Anglican
Church even here in Canada, has become very largely
Romanized.

But it is not so much of that I speak this evemng as
of the tendencies among so-called free churches in the
same direction. Wherever spiritual life declines, ritual
ism lin some form or another finds ‘its opportunity; and
in the measure in which a church losey its spiritual
vitality, it becomes formal, and very soon attempts some
form of lturgy. Where there ig no life ithere must be
mechanism of some somt if ‘there is to be movement

I..

In England to-day they are busy preparing a free
. church prayer book, — mot the Book of Common Prayer
of 'the Anglican Church, but a prayer book for the use
of the non-Episcopal churches, Congregational, Method-
ist, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches. You say, “That
is rather extraordinary, is it not?” Yes; but we have tthe
same principle here.. Not very far from here services
are held every Sunday — in which the prayers are
printed and ‘the whole form of servite arranged just ‘as
formally as in any liturgical church. It is easy to read
somebody else’s prayer. But wherever you find that
tendency, you may be sure there is a d!irm'inuibion, a de-

cline, of spiritual life.
You see that tendency sometimes even in the fo'rlm of
new buildings. This is a free ‘country, and if anybody
wants to be'an Anglican he 'is at liberty to do so. If you

want to practise ithese things the doors are open, and

you ‘will be welcome. But I never can understand why
Baptists should ape the same thing. I do not know what
they mean when they talk about the “sacred desk”. ‘This
pulpit is just a thing of wood. Anylbod!y who can make
anything ought to be able to make it. - It lis not made

sacred by ‘the fact that it is here on thiis platform. And-

I can never understand why they need in a Baptfist church

a lectern for the reading of the lesson, and a pulpit in -

the corner for the preaching. There is no special objec-
ion to it, I suppose, iif @ man wants that variety, but
even Yin ‘the architecture of our churches a crudiform
principle is observed. How foolish it is! I said to a
certain man. not so very long ago when I saw his church,
“This does not fit you at all. You are mot a bit of an
ecclesiastie, not a bit churchy. It would suit me better
than you — and fit would not suit me very well.” -

iOh, the tragedy that we see enacbed! ‘before our eyes!

Churches of all names are drifting back into & kind of

religious formalism that hae but little relation apparent-

1y, in many places, to heart and conscience, and that is

‘dlevoid of ithat liberty which characterizes the assemblies
of those who meet in the power of the Spirit of God.

Rome was never more aggressive than she is ‘to-day.
Everywhere she fis seeking her converts; in many places
secretly, and in many instances openly and avowedly.
The movement in Rome itself is mot ‘o be ignored as a
sign of the times. The reconcilintion of the Vatican
with the I'talian Court is a matter of tremendous his-
torical significance. That there should be an ambassa-
dor from ‘the Court of St. James at the Vatican is a
matter, I think, to be regretted. But there is a tendency
on ‘the part of the religious world to placate Rome, and
to come into tterms of friendship and even of imftimacy.

The movements I have referred to, such as the Anglo-
Catholic Movement, are of course inspired by Rome. And
tthe whole Modernistic programme, while without direct
Romish ‘inspiration, in fact and in practice is an assistant
of Rome, for the denial of authority fin one direction is
sure to magnify authority in the other.

Then ‘in our own city the Roman Catholics frequently
hold missions for Protestants, and declare openly their
intenttion to convert us to Romanism. Why not? I honour
tthem for their zeal and their aggression. If a man is
a Roman Catholic from conviction, he ought ;surely in all
conscience 'to try to ‘make every man he meets a Roman
Catholic. It is perfectly legitimate. We have no right
to complain of ‘that at all. But for Protestantism 'that
placates Rome and for Protestants who are always
apologizing to Rome and saying, “We do not proselytize
and we do not interfere with anybody’s religion” — if
that is tthe kind of religion: you have, my friends, you
have not very much. For Baptists and others of that
order, personally, I have nothing but contempt. Openly
I declare that I would lead Roman Catholics out of the
errors of Rome every time I have a chance. .

If there are any  Roman Catholics here ‘to-night you
and I may be good friénds. I shiall have nothing offensive
to isay agalingt your religiorn, except-as kindly as I.know
how to tell you that 'it is manifest to all who.look at your
system in the light of the Book 'that yoeu are in gnievous
error, and need to be saved from it. - But we shall do
it kindly, and with a recognition of the fact that there
are many admirable things about Roman Catholictsm.

I wish we had ourselves, among our young people,

more of the revérence which characterizes Roman
Catholics. I have a picture in my mind now. I was
passing & Roman Catholic ¢hurch one day when I saw
a Jittle boy going up the steps on crutches. He had lost
one leg, and was going up the steps slowly one at a
time. When 'he got to the top wtep, though he had two
crutches and was thus using both hands, he steadied
himself @ minute as he put up his hand and took off his
hat before goling into the church. I wish our young
people had more respect for the place of worship, for the
day of God, and 'for the house of God. Roman Catholic
churches are never disgraced, as are some of cur Protes-

- ‘tant places of worship, by theatrical performances; they

are reserved for the worship of God.

I say, it is wise that we should recognize the things
thiat are admirable even in a system -to which generally
we are opposed. I wish some Protestants would emulate
the zeal of Roman Catholics. I wonder how many of
you we could get out to a seven o’clock mervice of a

e e
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Sunday morning, when the mercury %s down to zero?
Could you get up Yin time? When I come to Bible School
. Sunday morning there are just two classes of people on
the street at half past nine of a Sunday morning. When
I 'see people moving I am almost sure that they are going
either to a Roman Catholic church or to Jarvis Street,
because there are no other churches open at that hour
of the morning. At that point, at least, we may be
learning a lesson from them.

But Roman Catholicism is reaflly 'the very antithesis,
the opposite, of Evangelical Christianity. The whole
Roman system consists in a religion of works. A Roman
Catholic is saved by_his own doings, his penances, his
prayers, hiis abstinences, whatever it may be, but it is
works all the way through. The Roman Caltholic system
ig very congenfial to the carnal mind. Anything that
will permit a man %o work out his own walvation in the
externals 'of life, without a ¢hange of heartt -andi a radical
fransformation and reformation of character, is likely to
be palatable. While the sale of lindulgences, whiich filled
the soulls of Luther and other of the Reformers with in-
dignation, may not be general, yet there lis a sense in
which Roman Catholicism is a system of indulgences.
When you have performed your duty by going to Mass
Sunday morning, you have completed your religion very-
‘'much as you complete your toilet, and are free for the
rest of the day. It is suited to 'the carnal mind; it is
a religion essentially of ‘the flesh, a religion of proxy.
If ‘'you embrace that faith you pay somebody to say your
prayers for you, and to do everything for you from your
baptism in unconscious infancy wuntil the time the priest
admintisters the last rites of the ¢hurch. It s a religion
of proxy, somebody else doing it for you.

1L

Wiith that as a background, lét me bring you ‘the very
simplest sort of exposition of evangelical principles, for
we need to be on our guard, those of us who are Chris-
tians, if we would bring men to Christ and save them
from darkmess and superstition. We need always to be
careful 'to distinguish between these things which are so
radically opposed: to each other. -

In Evangelical Christianity there is but ONE AU-
THORITY. The question of authority is one of vast
importance in every realm of thought, and in every walk
of life. If you go to a store, or to a factory, into any
insbitution or organization; your first question always is,
. Who is in authority? If I am %o receive the service of
this organfization or wof this ‘institution, who is em-
powered, who is authorized, to command it for me? Who
is the captain of the ship? Who s the conductor of the
train, ithe master of the house? Under what governmentt
does this organization or this ‘institution function?
Where shall I find headquariters? We must ask that all
the time..

That is especially true in religion. Where is the seat
of authority? Who speaks the final word? Who is the
supreme arbitrator? Is /it reason? Does the authority re-
side within myself? Is my “religious consciousness”, to
use the phrase of the Modernist, to direct me in my
religious beliefs and in my religious practices? Am I a
law unto myself? Is bhe authority subjective? Am I really
‘the captain of my ship, the master of my soul? Am I to
set up my opinions ag-alln'st all others and say, “Reason
is 'the master”? There is not much 'savfety to be derived
from that quarter, because your redson and mine are

likely to be vastly different from each other, and tocome
into conflict; and I do not see how in the religious realm
we are ito escape the necessity of some authority oultside
of ourselves.

Evangelical -Christianity finds that authority in the - —

person of Incarnate Deity Who died for our sins accord-
ing to the Scripture, Who was buried, Who rose again
the ‘third day according to the Secriptures, and Who is

‘now seated on the right hand of the Majesty on high Who

“gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

“which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in

all.” We know no authority save the authority of Jesus
Christ, and that authority is communicated to ws through -
an infaliible Bible inspired by the Holy Ghost.

We cannot recognize, for example, an authoritative
ministry. What is the minister in the evangelical sense?
I remember being in a home some years ago ‘where one
‘member of the family was a clergyman. He was a young
fellow who had just graduated from oolflege, and the
Bishop’s hands had been laid upon him in ordination.
But to his mother and the rest of the family he was in
‘holy orders, and by this principle of apostolic succession,
isome authority hrad been strangely communicated to him
by apostolic hands; and religiously, entirely apart from
his relationship in the home, because he was in holy
orders he had an authority that was -dlx'ffferenit from that
of other people.

I cannot find anything in tthe New Testament to justify
that conception of the ministry. I believe @ minister is
the overseer of the flock,.but any authority that he has
must be found in the fact of his personal relationship to
Jesus Christ. If he is a good man, if he i a man of
God, if he iis @ man who is full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost, if, as a blood-washed sinner, he has dedicated
himself wholly to the service of God, then in the measure -
in which he exceeds and excels his fellows, will his
example have 'the authority that attaches to inherent
goodness. * But because he is a minister, because he
holds office in the ¢hurch, apart from his character,
gives him mno authority at all. Such authority ‘as is his
is the authority of a superior — if it be superior —
Chriistian experience; the authority of a larger — if it
be a larger — knowledge of God’s Word; ‘an authority -
of a fuller — if it be a fuller — consecration to God;
but the office he tholds per se gives him no special au-
thority apart from his personal relationship to Christ.

Certainly the church has no authority. What are we
but a company of regenerated men and women, washed
fin the blood of ‘Ohrist, coming together for the observ-
ance 'of the ordinances of God’s house, for mutual edifi-
cation, and for the propagation of the gospel to those
who have never known Christ? But the authority of the
c¢hurch, as of the miinister and of the individual Chris-
tian, consists 'in its spiritual stature. If it be a church
separated from the world, and separated unto God, an
organization that is instinet with the very life of the
Spiriit of God, and that has power through ithe Spirit
10 effect transformaltion of heart, regeneration of life —

- the church- will then have an authority which naturally

and inevitably inheres with any company of people whose
spiritual life and spiritual stature outclass and transcend
thalt of those about them; but merely because we call
ourselves a church we must not expectt Mhat anybody will
bow ‘to our authority.

The tidea 'of a ¢hurch’s keeping the -'conudlen'ces of men,
and telling a man what to believe and what not o believe,
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what tbo do and what not to do, is alien to ithe teaching
of tthe New Testament. Ewangelical Chrisbianity -is
based upon this principle, “So then every one of us shall
glive account of himself ibo ‘God.” We are responsible to
one Authority,. We must receive inspiration, illumfina-
tion, instrudtion, authority, directly from Headquarters;
and only as we live in’ vital union with God Himself -shall
we have any authority at all. Oh, the folly of men who
think that by opening the doors of ithe church to every
form of worldliness, by accommodating the life of the

church and of the professing Christian %o the world-

- about, by mixing with the world — the folly, I say, of

supposing ithe church or the miniigter or the individual

believer can ever exercise authority in another’s life by
that means! It is impossible.

Look @at any little wmmunlllty, dlovwm in the oﬂflce or
in the shop, when a religious discussion arises, in the
last analysis, tto whom do the people listen? What man
in ‘the shop s the man of authority in religion? The man
who is likest in his character and daily life to Jesus
Christ iis the man, in spite of all else, to whom the other
men look as a religious leader. Only Il‘Jhrus can we, any
of us, exercise authority.

Evangelical Christianity, I repeam reoognhzes but one
authority, the sovereignty of Jesus Chrigt in the indi-
viidual life and in the life of the churdh and its ministry.
We cannot accept the decree of the Pope or of the
church: we must go to Headqguarters for our orders.

III.

'Then we have but ONE .SACRIFICE. It is ‘in the
text: “Omnce in the end of the world hath he appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of hiimself.” The very
essence of Evangelical Christianity fis that in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ complete albonement was
made for the sins of the world once and for all. Nothing
can ever be added to the value of that infinite sacrifice.
If you could live to .be as 'old as Methuselah, and ex-
emplify in your character the graces of all the wsaints
that ever lived, you could not add an infinitesimal frac-
tion of merit to the sacrifice made when Incarnate Deity
laid down His life, when tthe blood which was an lin-
dissoluble life in solution flowed from the heart of God
for the salvation of the world. Are you mot glad it is
- done? Are you not glad it 'is fmuslhedl? You ean add noth-
mg toit. The debt is paid, — T .

“Jesus palid it all,
Alll to him I.owe;
‘Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it whiite-as snow.”

+ I read recently of some of the martyrs who sealed ‘their
testimony with their blood, and I observed in case after
case they were brought to the stake because they refused
to accept the Romlish doctrine of tthe Eucharist, because
they denied the real presence, because lthey refused to
believe that the Mass was a sacrifice, because ithey in-
sisted that the debt was paid by the -blood of Christ. . I
read in The British Weekly only last night where some
preacher in London quoted a Roman Caftholic priest as
saying, “We make ‘the altar the centre of interest in the
church, whille you Protestants make the pulpit the centre
of dinterest.” Is tthat trué? We deny that what Roman
Catholicism calls an altar is an altar at all. We deny
that the Mass is a sacrifice. - We deny fthat the Lord’s
Supper is a sacrament of any kind. It fis a simple me-

r

. morial 'feé-s‘t, designed 'to keep in perpebual remembrance
ithe fact 'that the - sacrifice has been offered and- is

completed.

Afnvd what is the pulpit? If nth'e pullpit is what it ought

to be it is 'the place where the sacrifice of Christ lis
always magnified, where men are directed o the blood
of the Lord Jesuws Christ ws.the only possible way of
salvation. Hence the pulpit, if it be what it ought to
be, lis ithe altar and 'the centre of interest because it fis
engaged for ever with the proclamation of the fact that
“once in the end of the world Christ appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himiself.”

The principle of salvation by grace, which is the
fundamenttal principle of Evangelical Christianity, abso-
lutely nullifies the whole sacramentarian system. If we
are saved by .grace, and by grace alone, if lthe debt is
fully paid, and there remaineth mo more sacrifice for
sin, what becomes of the doctrine of penances? I can-
not atone for my wsins; I cannot work out any kind of

merit before God. The moment, by faith, I see ‘the:
‘great Sacrifiice, ithe whole system of penances is gone!

Thus salvation by baptism, by ithe Mass, by any sacri-

mentarian communication of life — that whole thing is

automatically dissolved and abolished the moment we see
that salvation s by grace alone. Is it not a blessing that
it is! .

Let me come back a moment ere I lead you to my con-

“cluding thought, to say that if you and I are thus saved,

and saved for ever, if the debt is paid, and there remain-
eth nothing for us ‘to do, shall it be said that those who
‘work ffor their salvation are more zealous than ithose who
lalbour to express their love to their Saviour? I'f we are
not saved by works but by grace, good works ought to
flow from thalt great fountain. Our faith should manifest
litgelf in works. We have one Authority, one Sacrifice —
and no other. Do you believe that? (“Hallelujah!”
“Praiise the Lord!”)

Is there an unconverted man here ‘to-night? Is there
a Roman Catholic friend here? Have you believed that
absence from ithe Mass, neglect of religious ordhnances
may become to you a mortal sin? Do you say to me,
“I dio not know whether I am saved, sir. I do the best
I can. I go ‘to c¢hurch. I obey ‘the rules of my church.

I receive instruction of what I must do to inherit eternal

life, and I am always doing it, and I inftend to keep on
doing it. And I hope that by and by when my end shall
come I may receive a comfortable passage into the life
everfasing. But I cannot say 'hatt I am saved, sir, I do
not see how lit iy possible for anybody to know that.”

IV. )
I preached to you a year or so ago on a ‘text which I

“was half-minded to use to-night, but i#f I quote the texit

to you ‘it will be enough: “Every. priest standeth daily
ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins.” That is representative
of all the religions of the earth of all time but one. Let
me quote it again: “Every priest standeth” — not sit-
ting down. There were no seats in ‘the temple, because

‘the priest’s work was never done. There was no provi-

sion for wsitting in the temple or in the tabernacle —
“BEvery priest standeth daily ministering and offering
oftentimes the isame sacriflices, whiich can mnever take
away ‘sine.” That is the round of religious’ duty, the
treadmill of human endeavour, trying — 'try'm\g — {ry-
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ing — trying. — always trying, but never triumphing.
Always working, but with the work never done. .

I quote it again lin contrast with: the last clause:
“Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering
oftenttiimes the same sacrifices, which can never take
away dins: but this man, after he had offered one sacri-
fice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of
God.” Did you get it? “This man when he had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down.” His work was
done, and He ascended into the presence of the Father.

That is Evangelical Chrigtianity. Finigshed! For ever!
Noothing more to be done! One Authority, one Sacrifice,
and, blessed be God, ONE PRIEST, for “there 'is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the man Churiist
Jesus.” He entered into heaven itiself with his own blood
— what for? “There to appear in the presence of God
for us.” He is my Representative. In my behalf He has
presented His own blood before the mercy-seat for the
cancellation of my indebtedness, and He is there in my
behalf pleading His perfect righteousness and the merit
of His sacrifice as the reason why God should accept my
prayers. .What need have I of any human priest? My
dear friends, we do not need another priest. Jesus Christ

. ig our High Priest. He will hear our confessions. He only

has authority o remit sin, o absolve you of your in-
iquities. He has delegated that authortity to no one else.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and 'to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

I went into the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Montreal
some years ago, as I have gone into many other Roman
Catholic ¢hurches in Paris and in London, but I recall
particularly that ocecasion finn Montreal about four o’clock,
I believe it was, lin the afternoon. I saw men and women
and little children going to ithe confessional, and a priest
icoming, in some cases just throwing on his robe, and
going into the confessional that he might listen to some
man or woman, boy or girl, bare his or her hearit to him.
I said, “Ch, the tragedy of it! How I wish they knew
that without all these human ‘intermediaries ‘they may go
directly to the Lord Jesus Christ, the one High Priest,
ttell Him the story of their sin, and receive His gracious
words, ‘Thy sins which are many are ‘all forgiven.’”

Have you any doubt about it, my dear friends? Do
you feel comfortable? If there is a Roman Catholic friend
there to-night, when 'the priest has preseribed certain pen-
ances and laid down certain duties, or by your confession
at last has spoken ithe word of absolution, and you have
gone out saying, “My wlins are forgiven”, are you always
comfortable? What if he had mo authority to do it?
What if you were to 'go downtown where you owe a bill
and pay your money and get a receipt, only to discover
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that the receipt was a forgery? What 'if, afiber all, ithe
debt is not paid and cancelled? Had you better not make
sure that the person who says, “I absolve thee,” has
divine authority to ispeak those words of absolution? I
venture in the -name of the Lord to declare that mo man
living 'at any time did ever have authority to forgive sim.
Only the Son of man ever had power on earth tto forgive
wins, and He still has that power on earth and in heaven.
May we not come tthis evening, away from: ithe church,
away Trom all ceremony and from all works of right-

. eousness that we may do, saying, as we sang just now, —

“Not the labour of my hands
1Can fulfil Thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal-no respite know,
Could my ‘tears for ever flow,
Allfor sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.”

I wish everybody here to-night would claim absolution,
if you have not claimed dt. I wish I could be sure ithalt
every man and woman, every boy and girl in this house
would presently leave this building lifting their hearts
to God, saying, ‘“How wonderful that between me and
God ‘there remains mo shadow! The blood has removed
it all, and ‘God smiles upon me in the face of His Son. I
am saved. I am a child of God, and an heir of glory.”
Would not ithat be wonderful? Shall we come 'to the con-
fessional now? Will you enter the confessional now?
You need no priest with his confessional robes, you need
no little cubicle tinto which you ean whisper an account
of your sins ifto a human ear; but you may bow where

. you are and in your heart say, “God be merdiful to me a

sinner.” He will hear you, and will blot out all your sins,
and you shall be saved with an everlasting salvaiiion.
When He has spoken ithe word of absolution, mo church,
no priest, no minister, no human authority, not your own
heart, not even your own conscience, can condemn. He
‘takes charge of your case, and will plead it before the
throne; and no one who ever trusted in Him ever had.
cause to be ashamed.
Let us all come to Him:

We bless Thee, O Lord, for our great Intercessor. It is
written in Thy Word, If any man sin, we have an Advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world. We who are Thine would come
again like little children. If there be any stain upon our
souls, if any sin unconfessed, we desire to bare our hearts to
'Thee, Thou great High Priest, and pray, Cleanse thou me
from secret faults. Keep back also Thy servant from pre-
sumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me. Purge
us with hyssop and we shall be clean, wash us and we shall
be whiter than snow. Let our hearts praise Thee, O Lord,
for this redemption, for this word of assurance from the
Head of the church. We thank Thee for absolution, for for-
giveness of sins.

If there be one who came in here to-night without a knowl-
edge of sins forgiven, not knowing that there is one High
Priest Who does not need to be paid for His intercession,
but Who makes intercession for us, we pray that that one
may pray the publican’s prayer. Hear the cry going up from
some heart this evening, God be merciful to me a sinner.
Then speak Thy word of forgiveness and of cleansing. May
the Spirit of God witness with their spirits that they have
been born of God, that they are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God. If there be any to-night who thus yield
themselves to Thee, give them grace and courage to con-
fess Thee before the world, and ever to witness to the power
of Thy redeeming grace. We ask it in the name of our
ireat High Priest, our only Mediator, the Man Christ-Jesus,

men.
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Jamalca News-Letter

By Edwin Fry

IS with gvra'hlt:udle and praise to the Lord that I con-

vey ito the Jarvis Street Church members and the
entire GOSPEL WITNESS family the following report
of the work thus far in Jamaica.

I left Toronto at 9.15 a.m., Monday, May 13th, by bus.
The journey to Florida was pleasant and uneventful.
The bus travelled by way of Detroit, passing through the
states of Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and Florida.
The bus proceeded by way of Miami Beach to Mfiami,
arriving at 10:15 a.m., Wednesday. I had a brief stay
in Miami until Thursday morning. 'The plane left Miami
at 9.00 a.m. Thursday, May 16th, and was scheduled to
arrive at Kingston, Jamaica, at 12.55 noon. It was my
first airplane flight and I enjoyed it immensely. The
plane made stopovers at Camaguey, Cuba and at Montego
Bay, Jamaica. On arrival at Kingston, I was met by
Rev. John Knight, hiis wife ‘and two of their daughiters,
Mary and Betty. Together we went to visit Raymond
Knight, who attends school lin Kingston. Leaving Kings-
ton late in ‘the afternoon, we made ithe three and one half
hour drive tto Clarksonville.

Friday, May 17th, was spent in the town of Mander-
ville. On the return trip to Clarksonville we stopped at
the ‘town of Devon, where we attended a farewell mis-
sionary 'tea which was being given for Rev. Leonard
‘Dunn, who is returning to Canada. I met Rev. Jim
Green at the gathering, who s a’ graduate of Toronto
Baptist Seminary.. We had a time of rich fellowship
together as those who have obtained like precious faith.

The notable feature of ‘Saturday was the prayer meet- )

ing with the Knight famlily at the same hour as the
Jarvis Street prayer service ig held each week.

Sunday, May 19th, my first Lord’s day in Jamaica.
was spent at the Clarksonvﬂlle Baptist Church. Although
the attendance was down somewhat, due to the rainy
weather, it was my privilege tto preach the unsearchable
viches of Christ ‘at both he morning and evenling serv-
ices,” It was a joy to meet the saints of God here and
_ have fellowship with them.

Monday motr nung, a prayer service was |hel'dl at 6.30.
Although few in number, the Lord’s presence was a
real'lrty, according to His promuse to those who ga!tlhexed
in prayer.

Tuesdav morning, Mr. Knight amd I went out on
viditation work. In several homes we had a time of
prayer and Bible reading. We also had the opportunity
to 'speak to not a few that we met in the street concerning
the salvation of their precious never-dying wsouls. The
fol'owing morning, more visitation work was done in the
Aenon Town area.. We also visited the church buiilding
at Anderson Town, which is not yet completed. Tn the
evening, Mr. and Mrs. Knight and I had a prayer meet-
' ing and Bible Study together.

Before breakfast on Thursday, May 23rd Mr. Knight

performed his 1,041st wedding. Also before breakfast
an Enquirers’ Class for young converts was held. In the
evening, we 'travelled to the Mt. Moriah church for a
prayer service and Bible Study. = The attendance was
encouraging, about 65 being pre'se'ntt m'ar;'y of whom had
walked about two mii'es to the service. T spoke to them

on God’s Plan for Revival, based on II Chronicles 7:14.
Saturday afternoon, Mr. Knight and I drove to Tweed-

* by faith as -the only and all-sufficient Saviour.

~

side to tiold services. for the week-end. A business meet-
ing was conducted at 4.00 p.m., Saturday, by Mr. Knight.
Later in the evening a prayer service was held in one
of the homes in Tweedside. Incidentally, the Tweedside
church is the one that was slightly damaged in the recent
earthquake. 'The work of reparation will commence

‘shortly. The Bible School was held at 9.30 and tthe morn-

ing service at 11.00, at which I preached. The Lord’s

Supper was observed at ‘the close of ‘the morning service.’

The Enqulrer"s' Class was held at 3.30 Sunday afternoon
with mine young people present.
duct an open-air meeting fin Tweedlsx'dle in the evening,
but ‘this was not feasible due 'to heavy rain which fell
most of the afternoon and ‘evening. The evening service
at 7.00 was not well attended, only a few being present.
Reminding ourselves of the promise that where two or
three are gathered, we can have the assurance of the
Lord’s presence, we carried on. Adfter preaching the
sermon, I closed the meeting without giving any definite
invitation to publicly confess faith in Christ. At the
close .of the service, Mr. Knight and I endeavoured bo
speak to some of ‘the people. In spite of the small at-
tendance, God the Holy Ghost 'had evidently been dealing

with ait least some of them. One young man, nineteen
vears of age, the grandson of one of the deacons, ex-

pressed a sincere desire to be saved. Before he left, he
had knelt with me in prayer and asked the Lord in mercy
to save him. His sister was also under conviction of sin,
but she did not confess Christ as Saviour and Lord.
Pray for ‘her that as 'the Holy Spirit continues to deal
with her, she will be broughit tto wee the Lord Jesus Christ
Another
lady, who had-been a backslider, renewed her vows before
the. Lord and earnestly asked us to pray “for her that she
miight henceforth walk in dloser fellowship with our risen,

glorified Lord. This was the first. outward evidence of-

tthe Lord’s blessing since I arrived in Jamaijca. Truly

ithis fis the answer to 'the prayers of God’s people every-
where, and our hearts are indeed grateful to Him. To .

the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and’ majesby,
domintion ‘and power, hoth now and ever

IA prayer service at Tweedside was thekd: Mondlay morn~

.ing at 6.30, after which a business meeting took place.
then visited the school at Tweedside, .

Mr. Knight and I
where we met 'the teachers and principal. After we had
taken pictures of.ithe children outside the ‘school, ithe
children returned to their classes. Mr. Knight and I both
spoke briefly to the children in Grades two and six, pre-
senting hriefly the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

'Cn the 29th, we had to go to the town of Christiana
for a small repair job to'Mr. Knight’s car. While return-
ing, we visited 'the Percy Junior Hospital at Spaldings.
where we were able ito speak 'to several about the things
of the Lord. That evening we had a prayer meeting and
Bible Study with the Knight family, at which I spoke
briefly on Geneslis 32:24-30. The following morning, the
Enquirer's Class was again held in the Clarksonville
c¢hurch.

Friday morning, the 31st, an oaﬁflcers meeting was
held at Clarksonville. It was decided at this meeting to
thold @ week of meetings at Aboukin Wood, 'the second

. We had planned to ccon- -
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week of June. Some of the deacons will be helping me
with the preaching at these services. There will also be
a week of meetings the second week of July in Anderson
Town, which I will take myself. We would appreciate the
earnest prayers of God's people on behalf of both these
special efforts. After the business meeting, a members’
meeting was held, at which Mr. Knight spoke. from a
porbion of the 25th Psalm. .

On Sunday, June 2, Mr. K!mghlt preauched at tthe Clark-
sonville church fin itlhe morning, after which the Lord’s
Supper was observed. I ‘took lthe moiniing 'service in

Aenon Town, which is about two miles from ‘Clarkson- -

ville. In the evening, both Mr. Knight and I were at

Clarksonville, with Mr. Knight conducting the service
while I brought the message from ‘God’s Word. Mr.
Knight left this mornhng by plane for a few weeks’ stay
in Canada.

We have seen already the showers of blessing from
the Lord, but it is our earnest prayer that He will make
Himself known iin an even greater way, that indeed the
people mighit realize that He is God and beside Him
there lis none else. The prayers of God’s people would -
be appreciated and would mean much with respect to
the two speoial missions which are before us. Pray
without ceasing, ‘and we are assured that the Lord will
bless.

Rewards in the Kingdom

By Rev. Gerald B. Griffiths, B.A., B.D.
(A Sunday morning Sermon preached at Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh)

“So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.”—Matthew 20:16.

HE story ‘'is aboutt a wage dispute. A farmer who has
a large grape harvest 'to gather in is faced with the
threat of -an imminent break in 'the weather. The hot
Sorocco wind warns him that tthe heavy rains cannot be
far away, and once the rainy season begins it will be
goodbye to his grapes. So there is mothing for it but
to engage all the supplementary labour he can while l!he
wealther lasts.

Six o’clock next morning finds him in the market p‘lace
(the equivalent of our Labour Exchange) in search of
men. The employable men ‘there believe in fixing the
price before work begins, and perhaps after some spirited
bargaining, the farmer agrees to pay them at the rate of
1 denarius a day. A denarius, or a penny as our Au-
tthorised Version has it, would probably be worth about

" 17 cents — a very reasonable wage for hose days. But
- the farmer is that desperate for labour ‘that he returns

at three‘hourly ‘intervals 'to the market place, at 9 am.,
midday, and 8 o'clock in the afternoon; and because every
minute counts for a farmer who has a harvest to gather
in agalinst breaking wealther he ilis back at the Exchange
again at 5 o'clock. It should, however,- be noted ‘that
these later gangs of men were employed on a different

“basis from 'the first batch. No wage was fixed: every-

thing was left o the farmer’s sense of fair play.
Now the difference in 'the terms on which these dif-

ferent sets of men were employed is important to the .

message of the parable. So let us underline the terms.
The first batch came on agreed terms, fixed before the
first bunch of grapes was cut. “And when he had
agreed with the labourers for'a penny a day, he sent ithem
inbo this vineyard.” But the last men were content to
leave their remuneration entirely to the farmer. “Go ye
also into t'he vmeyard and whatsoever is rmg‘hlt that shall
ye receive.”

Well, at 6 o'clock t‘he hooter blew and in came ‘the men
to be paid. The balliff was instructed to pay.the 5
o’clock men first. Imagine their astoniishment when the
bailiff put a whole denarius in their hand. The news ran
down ithe queue -— a denarius an hour! The 6 a.m. men
at ithe back of the queue quickly did some mental arith-
metic and found that they were due for twelve denarii
(about $2.04 in our money). Imagine, then, their dis-

"gust when ithe bailiff put the same pay in their hand as
the last men, one denarius. Some of 'them protested on

the spot and demanded to see the farmer at once. Can
you see them flinging their pay down 'in front of the
farmer in a rage and protesting that this was hardly
cricket? Of course it was not that they minded any man
beling better paid than themselves but it was the “prin-
ciple of the tthing”! They had worked twelve long hours
in the savage heat of the blistering Sorocco and ‘these
other men ivad just done an odd hour's work ‘in ithe cool
of the day!

But the farmer hay his answer ready. They had ac-
cepted employment on strict business terms. The bargain
thad been struck before work commenced that morning,
one denarius a day, and ‘he had kept his part’ of the
bargain. He had paid strict wages 'to those who required
strlidt terms. Bult if he wished to go the second mile
with men who asked no terms but left tthe question of
remuneration entirely with himself, that was surely his
own prerogative. Was he not free to do what he liked
with: hiis own money? When he had honourably met their
demand ifor justice 4t -was covetousness on their part to
carp at ‘his private generosity. “Is it not lawful for me -
to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil be-
cause I am good?”’ An “evil eye” is a .Hebrew expression
for covetousness and ‘“good” here means generous.

It seems a falir inference to draw from the story that
the farmer paid these men according to the spirit in
which they worked. Of course no employer could afford
to pput the principle of this parable intto literal operation
to-day. Any employer who paid his willing horses twelve
tlrmes as much as the hireling would soon be out of busi-
ness. But this story is, after all, only a parable. And our
Lord did not tell it primarily to lay down hard and fast -
rules as to ‘how much men should be paid on earth but
to teach us how God distributes His rewards in heaven.

THE ISSUE OF REWARDS
The subject of this parable is rewards in the Kingdom
of Heaven. The clue to the understanding of the story
iz 'to be found in Maitthew 19:27. “Then answered Peter
and said unto Him, Behold, we have forsaken all and
followed Thee. What shall we have therefore?”’ The rich
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young ruler had come to Jesus seeking the secret of
eternal life. The Lord had commanded him to sell all
that he had and follow Him, but the rich young ruler
went away sorrowful, unable to face the challenge of
poverty for Christ’s sake. Peter is quick to mark the
contrast. What ‘that rich young ruler had failed to do,
he and this fellow disciples had already done. t

Behold, we have forsaken all and followed Thee.
{What shall we have therefore?
Our Lord replies that their reward iis certain.

Verily I say unto you ‘that ye which have followed
me, lin 'the regeneraition when ithe Son of man shall
sit in the throne of His glory, ve also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
And everyone that haith forsaken houses, or breth-
ren, or wsister, or father, or mother, or wife, or
«¢hildren, or lands, for my name’s wake, shall receive
an hundredfold and shall inherit everlasting life.

Next follows His warning agalinst human pres'u=m-pbiom.§

But many that are first shall be last; and the last
shall be firgt.

God, says -Jesus, often reverses our human’ assessments

when He apportions to each servant his reward. This
. +truth is then illustrated further in our parable, and the
Lord condludes by summing up His teaching upon the
Chriistian’s final rewards fn these words of our text.
“So the last shall be first, and 't.he first last: for many
be called but few chosgen.”

iThere are four things that I would ask you to note in
our Lord’s teaching upon rewards.:

I. ITS CATEGORIES

There will certainly be different categories of heavenly
‘rewards. Some will be first and gome will be last.

Tthis truth is repea'ted on several occasions iin the New
Testament. Instance the parable of ‘the talents, where
ultimately one servant has 11 italents, another 4 and
another none; or ithe parable of 'the pounds; or the
Apositle Paul’s solemn reminder lin the third chapter of
1 Corinthians. Our Christian elbeward:dhlp, Paul declares,
is to be tried before the judgment seat of Christ. The
ifire of divine holiness is to search the innermost quality
-of our life’s work. The service of some will shine as
gold, silver and precious stone shiines through fire, but
ithe service of others will be declared worthless as bulky
" wood, hay and stubble is reduced to ashes by tthe flame.
Some, alas, will be saved only as men fleeing from a
burning house, bringing nothing with them. Their “work
shall be burned”, they shall “suffer loss”, and be saved
only “as by fire”. And the Apostle Peter, by contrast
‘(2 Peter 1:11), speaks of those who have an abundant
entrance into the Kingdom.

But our text goes further than to declare ﬂhe fact of
varying categories c¢f reward:

Cur human assessmen'ts may well be reversed when God
speaks His last word. “So the last shall be first, and
. the first last.” Where men put ‘a ;person at the top of the
tree, God may put him at the bottom; and the man whom
we write off as a nonentity, God may elevate to the
place of supreme honour. The solemn warning of our
text bears out the teaching. of Isaiah. “For my thoughts
are not <your thoughts, neither are your way my ways,

hheld in honour of a king’s son.

it proclaims that these .
categories are often a reversal of human expectations..

salid lthe Lord, for as ‘the heavens are higher ithan the
eatth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughits than your thoughits.”

II. ITS CRITERION

But why thiis ‘divine reversal of our buman appraisals?
On what basis doeg God apportion His rewards? The lat-
ter part of our text explains: “for many be called, but
few chosen.”

The word “chosen” has little ctmlnwblon here wihth: the
mystenies of eledtion and predsesﬂmaﬂlon, ts meaning is
better conveyed by our word “choice’”. A flood of light
is cast upon it by Matthew 22:14, “For many are called
bult few chosen.” The picture there is of a wedding feast
It s a dismal story of
refusals with fnsult. Finally, you recall, the finvitation
{8 exibended to all in the lh!i'gihways and by-ways, but when
these second guests assemble in the banqueting hall, one
i found. to have pushed his way in on his own terms —
he has no wedding garment. He has come in his own

‘clothes, which was more than a mere breach of etiquette;

it was an insult hurled at the king’s son. Amnd as the
king’s eye roams happily over his guests, he spies ‘the
rebel, walks immediately up to hiim, fixes him with his
astonished gaze and demands an explanation. The rebel
is dumb with gufilt, whereupon ithe king orders him to be
put oult into the might. Then comes this explanation for
his ejecbion: “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Which means: Many receive the royal invitation but few
accept in the right spirit. Many hear the Gospel but few
truly heed lit. So that ‘“choice” lg Ithe better word here.
The choice guests in ithe feast were those who had come
on the king’s terms; it was their ready obedience and
humility which proclaimed their true response. And it
must have been because of tthe spirit in which these later’
workers entered 'their master’s viineyard that they were

'so handsomely rewarded. °

This, then, is the principle on which eternal rewards
are dispensed: the quality of our response to Christ.
It is not so much what we do that ultimately matters,
but how; not so much what we. profess, but why. It is
our afttitude and motive fin His Vineyard that proclaims
our true rank before Him.

The divine assessment iis often dlfferen't from the
human. There is both challenge and comfm‘t in this
leallzatlon ;

III. ITS CHALLENGE .

There iy a disquieting challenge in the re'm'mdler 'Uha.t
the first .on earth may be the last in heaven.

Peter rightly concludes that because he has 'faced the
demand the rich young ruler shirked, his reward will be
great, but Peter needs the salutary warning that the dis-
tributiion of eternal rewards is mot lin his hands. Christ’s
appraisements may differ vastly from Peter’s. It does
not follow that missionaries, office-bearers, teachers and
others who are constantly in ‘the public eye will stand

“first at the last. For it ‘is motive and attitude ithalt

ultimately matter. Disraeli failed lamentably in his first
speech in the House of Commons and the story goes that
he vowed that he  would make tthe House listen to him.
And by dint of hard work and reading and self-discipline
ihe |beca.mle one of the foremost speakers of the House
so ithat a speech by Disraeli could be an event. What
made him so? The resolve to be effective, and in that
resolve personal ambition was not absent. Now is it not

1
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possible that it is this same kind of human ambjition thal

“'makes us effective preachers, teachers, and leaders? Be-

hind our accomplishmenits may be little more than the
will to get to the top, to be effective, to gain ascendency
over men’s minds and hearts. -Let us constantly examine

ourselves in the light of 1 Corinthians, 13. If our serv- -

ice i not done outt of love for Christ and compassion for
memn, it is all as wood, hay and stubble. It may impress
men but it carries no welight in heaven. ‘“Though I speak
with: the tongues of men and of angels and have not love,

I am become as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.”

IV. ITS COMFORT .

But lthe sword which hurits ‘also heals, and there is
strong, werious comfort fn ithis parable. The greatest
prizes of heaven are often to the poorest and weakest
of ithe ¢hurch on earth. The last can become ffiirst.

This i3 true of the grace of giving. The poorest mem-
bér may be the most generous subscriber. One day Jesus
stood at 'the treasury box lin the ttemple. He watched the
prosperous Pharisees- casting in their gold and silver
coins, and then a timid old lady who hurried nervously
up ito the box ito slip in two mites. But heaven, said Jesus,

registered these two mites, which make a farthing, as-

the handsomest g'-i=ﬁt of the day. Why? Qur Lord explains.
“For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she
of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her
living.” Thiere was the mark of sacrifice upon those two
mites, and it is only the sign of the cross that makes
any gift precious. We may judge men’s giving by what
tﬂhey give, but God looks upon what is lefit after the
giving.

Look again at our service. Our pride may somebimes
betray us into speaking of large places and small places

.in the Church, but the truth lis that every place is large

where the Lord reigns. It is not numbers whiich make any
sphere great, but the manifest presence of Christ.
[This parable applies equally to what we call our home
ties. Several of our missionaries are ‘home on special
furiough, at present, to nurse their ageing parents. But
need they feel frustrated or hindered? If this is God's
will for them in this immediate present, then the gentle
ministry of a daughiter’s love in daily patience and cheer
ig as precious to our Lord as any sermon preached from
a platform. Some women underestimate the ministry of
the home. As they sufvey their daily round and common
task they are tempted to say with: Judas, “To what pur-
pose lis this waste?” But no woman’s gifts are wasted
whose loving ‘influence makes & ‘Chrigtian home. Is there
any ministry more sacred lthan ‘that of carefully training

" children in true Christian character and conduct? It is

by no means mecessary to conduct a round of public
meetings 'to_bring honour to His name. And we must
beware lest our preoccupabion with religious meetings
does no't become an escape from the Ohmsblan duty of
home and loved ones.

This reflection obtains, too, in the ndhral-lenge of suffer-
ing. What our Father longs for most iis surely the confi-
dence of our hearts. OCur Sovereign Creator may well
dispense with the labour of our hands, but His Fatherly
heart must have our love. John Milton’s First reaction 'to
the shock cf hiis blindness may have been one of rebellion.

Butt he came to see that
. God doth not need
. Eijther man’s work or H1s own gifts: who best
Bear His mild yoke, ithey serve Him best; His state
Is kmglvy, thousands ait His bidding speed

And post o’er land and ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait.

Our finest opportunities come sometimes through our
moments of deepest angulish. This was the case wilh
that gifted preacher Stephen. His foes hounded and.
pounded him to death. But no angry word escaped' this
lips; mo cloud of resentment darkened his ‘face — it shone
like the face of an angel. And at least one persecutor
never forgot that prayer and that face. Is it coincidence
that Saul of Tarsus was converted soon after Stephen’s
martyrdom? Yes, the Lord needs preachers everywhere,
not least in ‘the sick room and hospital ward. Suffering
iborne with serene forbitude and 'faith does honour to the
‘Gospel. Last Wednesday evenling, one of our young men
on leave from the ‘Services was asked to speak for five
minutes on “Can Christ keep fin tthe Forces?”’ The world
also wants ito know if He keeps in a hospital ward and
in long, weary illness. The quiet, genitle faith of a
'Christian who loves God through pain and tears is pre-
cious in heaven and does mot go unnotiiced on earth.
‘So the last shall be first, the first last: for many
be callled, but few chosen.

A text like this compels us all to ‘think seriously upon
what constitutes true holiness. And it will not be out
of place for us ito quotbe, in closing, the answer given in
lthe first Psalm. ‘““And he shall be like a tree planted by
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit.in his

" 8eason.” Christian - greatness consists in glorifying God

in the very place we find ourselves, in bringing forth
that. fruiit of Christian charadter, which is required by
each 'season of life. For a child it may mean one thing,

for his parents another, and for his grandparents yet

another. In health it will mean the willingness to live
long laborious days in His mame, in long dllness the
willingness to rest in the Lord and wualit patiently for
Him. Sometimes Christ is to be exalted by our wspeech, -
sometimes by our silence. There are times when we

‘must preach Christ from a pulpit and platform; there

are equally times when He is to be proclaimed at the
bedside.” Our gifts and lots differ, and what matters
supremely s that we shall all bring forth the Spirit’s
fruit in our season.

What the Lord requires of us then, fis not brilliance,
but faithfulness. ' We never read that He said, “Well done
thou good and brilliant servanit.” What He did say was
“Welk done thou good and faithful servant.” Christ covelts.
not our verbal confessions, but our daily obedience to
His heavenly vision, not our form of godliness, but the
‘deep, pure love of our ransomed hearts. It istby our love
for Christ, our faithfulness o His will and our com-
passion for men, that we are to be measured at the last.

And what reward shall we ask of Him? Thomas
Aquinas records that it seemed do him that Christ-once
appeared to him whilst in prayer. The -Voice salid,
“Thomas, ‘thou hast written much and well of me, what
reward shal I give thee?” To which the saint replied:
“Nifthil nisi 'te, Domine.” “Nothing but Thyself, Lord!”
Can we ask anything greater? Is He not in Himself our
own exceeling great reward?

Thou, O Christ, ant all I want,
More than all in Thee I find. ,

We can covet no greater rewand than to know His Pres-
ence and His Smifle on earth, and at last to bear His name
upon our foreheads and’ join those holy servamts who
serve Him conitinually. —Charlotte Chapel Record .
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The Heart-Cry of the Bridal Soul

Musings in the Song of Solomon
By Robert Lee, Manchester :
“Make haste, my Beloved”—Song of Solomon 8:14.

HE similarity between the ending of the book of
The Revelation and of the Song of Solomon has beén

© commented upon. Both are rather abrupt, as if to be

continued; and both ending in confessed longing for the
Beloved One. Well, of course, both are “to be continued”
—the Song of Solomon in the experience of all Believers,
and the Revelation is an eternity of bliss.

She longs for the day of His appearing, for that day
when He shall be marvelled at lin all them that believe;
therefore in unison with the Eternal Spirit, slhle makes
intercession according to the will of God.

But why, if now united and at one, she should thus
speak as if He were absent? We know, however much
His gracious presence may be manifested and enjoyed,
we fong to see Him face to face. No longer, as mow,
through a glass darkly. Listen to Samuel Rutherford,

at times wso logical and calculating, as fin some of his

works, but overwhelmed in love to his Lord and Master,
as revealed in his letters: “Oh, how long is it to the
dawning 'of the marriage-day? O, sweet Jesus, take wide
steps! O, my Lord, come over the mountains at one
stride! O, my Blessed, flee as a roe or young hart upon
the mountains of separation! O time, rum, run, and
hasten the marriage-day, for love 'is tormented with
de‘lwye'” Of a very truth he had d'mn'k deeply at the
springing well of the Canticles.

Mediitating upon chapter 8, verses 8 to 14, we find that
those who lean upon the Beloved have five great con-
cerns; . .

(1) A concern over immature relatives (8:8). “We”,
not merely “I” — so she now consults her Beloved, speak-
ing for both of them. 'There is now a community of in-
terests. His concerns are now her’s, and her interests
are His. “A little sister.” It.is very beautiful to see
how this young Bride is so much concerned about her
family ties. She is not forgetful of others. Nor should
she be. The Bride, having found peace herself, and having
entered into a relationship of unspeakable joy and happi-
ness, begins to fthink of others. It certalinly is the duty
of Believers to become so interested. For, afiter all, is
that not sharing His concerns! Besides, the young in
years should have a specl'a!l place in the care and linterces-
sion of the Church.

“What shall we do?” There is something to be done,
as well as something to be said on.her behalf. It is not
encugh ithat we should pray for those without Christ,
or those who have been found of Christ yet are immature.
Something should be done of @ definlite ¢haracter to win
them for Christ, or lead them into the dleeper thiings.

With regard to our 1mma}t'ure smslters or brothers in
the Faith, can it be said of us “She” or “He” hath done
what “she” or ‘“he” could? Are we leaving any stone
untturned to hasten spiritual maturity? We should pray
for them, give our ‘testimony to them, lend deeper or
victorious life literature, and seek to persuade them 'to
attend conventions. .

‘The Bridegroom, in verse 9 declares that the very
best will be done for her — “Tf she be a wall, we will
build upon her a palace (R.V., “turret”; R.V. margin,
‘%a'ﬂtlvements”) of silver.” The Lord's people are often
referred to @8 a building. It may be that what is meant
by & wall is that, in the East, a woman without a hus- -
band, is like a defenceless city without a wall, or with .
a wall without towers of defence, or like a gate or ‘door

- without bar or lock. '

Examine what is suggested here to end immaturity—

(a) A wall of separation. Thalt is a great need. In fact
the fiirst imperative necessity. Positionally, we are con-
secrated, sanctified, separated; these become so actu-
ally ahd experimentally, when we begin to live the separ-
ated life, that is, a separation from all questionable
things, and also a separation not only “from” these, but
also “unto” Him, to find in Him our all and in all.

(b) To-become straight and upright as a “wall”. Thait
is, upright in posture and behaviour. No double or
underhand dealings.

_ “Upright” is one of the Old Testament names for
the followers of the Lord.

(e) Firmness and steadfastness, as a wall resting on
a good foundaltion, able to withstand the stomny wind and
”cempesvt

(d) Turret of silver—(R.V.). Entdlow her with a rich
and ample dowry, and explain t6 her the riches that are
ours already in Christ Jesus. Further, Silver fin the Old
Testament represents the Atonement, therefore it is sug-
gested here that immaturity will end when a fuller and
more comp'lete knowledge and conception of the Alone-
ment is realized, and when we realize that He not only
died for us, but also that we died in' Him

(e) “If she be a door.” A door sugg*esbs two things

. — first admission — access to ‘the Holy and Most Holy

place, now the birthright of every true follower of the
Lord. Then it suggests an open door of opportunity.
For when we are right with: our IJOPd service becomes a
real delight.

(2) A concern over her Belo'ved's interests (8:11).
She now turns to practical affairs of life, thalt she may
learn to be in every detalil a faithful steward. She malkes
her Beloved’s interests her own. Do we? He had a
vineyard let out to tenants, called here “Keepers”, for
whiich everyone had to pay a very good rent, proving it
to be an excellent vineyard. True affection for the Lord
will always keep and defend His interests.

(8) A concern regarding her own stewardship (8:
12). The spouse also has‘a vineyard (verse 12) and, on
her part, out of her own full affection, and on her own'"
initiative she dedicates to the Bridegroom an equal

_amount to the rental he received from His tenants. Her

affections are equal to His claims. If He claims a thou-
sand pieces of silver from His vineyard, He shall' not
have one less from her's. Yet she does not rob_Peter to
pay Paul, for not only does Solomon receive his share,
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but also ‘those that keep the fruit thereof’’. Here we see
fove equal to responsibility. She gladly consecra‘tes to
Him herself and her all.

(4) A concern regarding her beloved’s voice (8:13).
He is now dwelling in the gardens, not the wilderness.
Her companions ‘“‘hearken for Thy voice” (R.V.). But
she was more to Him than her companions, so she pleaded
“Cause me to hear it.” He 1is speaking to others, oh,

speak tto me!

(5) A concern regarding His visible presence (8:14).
Here we Have the counterpart to “and ‘the Spirit and the
Bride say, Come”. It is the Millennial prospect as longed
for by the Bride of the Lamb. Our hearts should be pre-
pared 'to bid Him haste! To His “Behold I come quickly”
we respond, “Even so come, Lord Jesus.”

—The Evangelical Christian (1947).

Bible School Lesson Outline

June 23, 1957

Second Quarter  Lesson 12

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
Lesson Text: Revelation 19:11-21.

Golden Text: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white

horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and

. True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make
war.”—Revelation 19:11.

The characters of every man of Adam’s race, save One,
display certain inconsistencies and contradictions. Not so
the perfect nature of Christ, the Son of God, whose virtues
were blended in one harmonious whole. He was at once the
gentle Lamb of God and the strong Lion of Judah (Rev.
5:5,76), the God of love ahd the God of justice. He fulfilled
the' prophecies which said that the Messiah would come as
the suffering Servant of Jehovah, who would not strive or
cry (Isa. 42:1-3; Matt. 12:18-20), and also those which fore-
told His coming as the glorious, mighty ng, the Lord of
hosts (Isa. 9:6,7). -

This two-fold aspect of the Person of Christ extends to
His ministry also. As the Lamb of God He died for those
who would become His friends (John 1:29; Rev. 7:10), but
as the Lion of the tribe of Judah He would one day bring
vengeance upon all His foes (Hos. 13:7). Those who refuse

 willingly to meet Him as their Saviour must be prepared to

face Him as their Judge (Acts 17:31).

This principle of unity in diversity -finds apt illustration
in the two symbolic pictures of Christ as seen in this chap-
ter (verses 1-9 and 11-21). The Lamb who died to save
His people from theu' sins will one day come again. - There
will be a joyful reunion of the Bridegroom and His Bride,
the Church, and the consummation of their everlasting union
is here described as the marriage feast of the Lamb, the
scene depicting one of everlasting bliss and unendmg fel-
lowship (verses 1-9; Luke 14:15; Rev. 8:20; 21:2, 8). But
to His enemies He comes as the powerful Conqueror, treading
down all. opposition and banishing them from His presence
for ever (Rev. 21:27).

Again, when He came uponearth, Christ once rode into
Jerusalem upon a lowly ass, the beast .of burden and humil-
ity (Matt. 21:1-11), but in this vision John beheld the
Saviour as mounted upon a white charger, fit bearer for the
acknowledged majestic Ruler (Rev. 6:2). The plaudits of
a fickle crowd have given place to the praises of a faithful
multitude of tried followers.

Tt would be a profitable study to recall the insulting mock

homage paid to the Son of God when sinners in derision °

crowned, Him (Matt. 27:27-31). Instead of the rude rabble
and insolent soldiers, the Saviour is now attended by His
loving, pure and faithful saints. The tattered red flag
flung upon His bleeding shoulders has disappeared, and He
wears the crimson robe of royalty. A crown of thorns
thrust painfully into the tender brow is transformed into

many diadems (Rev. 12:8; 138:8). The slender reed in His
right hand is replaced by a sceptre of iron (Rev. 2:27).

As in the former vision (Rev. 1:14), the eyes of Christ
seemed to glow as fire, signifying His dazzling purity, and
also His searching gaze, which is one of full knowledge
(Psa. 11:4; Isa. 11:2). There is a suggestion, also, of His
righteous wrath against sin (Isa. 66:15, .16).

As in Isaiah’s vision of the One coming from Bozrah
(Isa. 638:2, 8), the glorious Son of God iS represented as
wearing garments that have been dipped in blood. This
reminds us of the fact that the Kingly Christ is also the
Saviour who died for us (1 John 1:7). Possibly, however,
in this vision the crimson garments are to be understood as
beinig stained by the blood of our Saviour’s foes, whom He
has overcome.

Once more the Lord is ealled the Word of God (John 1:1,
14). As such He is the expression of the Father’s thought
feeling and will, just as the word of a man is the outward
manifestation of his inner personsality. Since names repre-
sent the particular. personality of -the individual, the new
name to be given to the Christ (Rev. 2:17; 8:12) is prob-
ably to be taken as indicative of His new mission: He comes
now in the capacity of Judge and Warrior, accompanied by
a vast throng of followers who are clad in robes of perfect
righteousness (verse 8; Rev. 14:4; 17:14). ~

The word of power and authonty which comes from His
lips is His only weapon, but it is a powerful weapon, able
to consume His foes (verse 21; Psa. 2:9; Mal. 4:6 Isa. 11:4;
2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 1:16). He comes as the representatlve
of His Father, treading for Him the winepress of wrath.
[saiah foresaw the Saviour treading the winepress alone,
enduring the wrath of God which was due to sinners (Isa.
63:3). But the sight which John saw is probably meant to
convey the thought that Christ is now treading the wine-
press to administer the wrath of God to others as punish-
ment because the guilty sinners have rebelled against Him
(Isa. 30:27-30; 2 Thess. 2:6-9; Rev. 14:19, 20).

All authority is now in the Saviour’s hands (John 5:27); )
He is the King of those who reign and the Lord of those
who rule (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; 19:16).

A holy angel stands in a conspicuous place to herald the
victory of the omnipotent Saviour. For a body to lie un-
buried, and thus to be consumed by vultures, was considered
the essence of shame (Jer. 8:2; 16:6; 20:6; 22:19). Hence,
the angel’s symbolic summoning of the fowls of the -air to
the scene of conflict conveys the notion of most inglorious
defeat (Ezek. 39:17-21). Great ones have now been over-
thrown, hence the flesh to be consumed is described as the
flesh of kings, captains and mighty leaders.

The Lord’s great antagonist, who is depicted as a beast
(Rev. 11:7), has now been overthrown. He, along with the
false prophet, the deceiver (Rev. 16:13, 14), is pictured as
being cast alive into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10, 14, 15).

The Lord whom we adore is.a God of justice as well as
mercy, so that men must be warned against presuming upon
His patience (Rom. 2:4). Let them behold His severity
(Rom. 11:22) and fear to bring upon themselves the wrath
of the One of whom it is said, “Our God is a consuming fire”
(Isa. 64:1, 2; Heb. 12:29).

Daily Bible Readings
June 17—The Second Coming of Christ ............... Acts 1:1-11
June 18—The Challenge of the Second Coming..1 John 8:1-12
June 19—The Time of the Second Coming ...... Matt. 25:1-18

June 20—The Olivet Discourse ...............cecooev.n. Matt. 24:1-24

June 21—The Triumph of the Second Coming ............ Psa. 2

June 22-—The Punishment of Unbelievers .. Matt 25: 31-46

June 23—The Rapture of the Saints ........... '1 Thess. 4:18-18
WANTED

GOSPEL WITNESS subscribers in every city
and town of Canada. Think!" Have you out-of-
town friends who need this ministry? Act now.
Send us their names.
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~Jarvis Sireet Sunday Evening Broadcast

Over .CHWO_ (dial 1250)
7.30 to 8.30

Smce Aprll 2ist JARVlS STREET has been broadcashng a portion of the Sunday

evemng services ‘ from 7.30 to 8.30 each Sunday over Station CHWO (1250).

CHWO is a new Radio Station located .in Oakville, covering the most thickly
populated area in Ontario. It has been heard on occasions in Quebec, Boston, New
York, and as far away as Texas. Of course such a wide coverage is by no means guar-
anteed; but when exceptional atmospheric conditions obtain, as in the case of all radio
stations, it may be heard many miles beyond its usual range. Through this medium we

shall doubtless have the opportunity of ministering God's Word every Sunday evening .

to vast multitudes of unconverted people. There are also many of the Lord's saints who
through particular circumstances are deprived on Sunday evening of gospel privileges.

. We think especially of the shut-ins, the aged, and the sick, as well as those who must -

remain at home, or in hospitals, to attend the sick.

" In view of the few radio broadcas'l's to be heard on Sunday evening, we ¢onsider
this a rare oppor’tumiy

REQUEST FO‘R LETTERS _
We should be greatly obliged if GOSPEL WITNESS readers who hear our broadcasts would

.send us a letter. Naturally, we are deeply concerned to know whether or not the service is being

heard distinctly in the various districts.

Some may desire to help us extend the radio ministry by inviting their neighbours, who do not
attend any evangelical church, to listen in. Invitation cards with an attractive picture of Jarvis Street
Baptist Church on one side, will be sent upon request to any who care to use them.

RADIO FUND

The radio ministry is distinctly a missionary undertaking, and entirely a venture of faith. Our
one and only object is to make known on a wider scale salvation through the blood of Christ. Our read-
ers will readily recognize that in order to maintain this vitally needed testimony much money will be
required. We therefore ask those who have some money for the propagation of the gospel, to send

us gifts. For the convenience .of any who care to contribute, special envelopes have been prepared for -

this purpose.

' Addreis all correspondence to:

JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2, Canada.

/




