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- T‘ “Seeing thmt—that we have a greaf, hzgh pmest Let us the1 efore come
.boldly unto the thr_o'ne of 'gmcc.’.’——-Hébr'e'ws_ 4 :;4,"1_6. : :
“.a . \. - ’ * ’ *
" Where high the heavenly temple stands, ' Our _f-el‘luﬁr;sufferei yet retains
. The house of God not made with hands, A fellow-feeling 6f our pains;
A great High Priest our nature wears, - . And still remembers'in.the skies’
The Guardian of mankind appears. -'His tears, His agonies, and cries. ;
_ ' He'who for men their suretystood, _ , In gvéry pang that rends the heart
. And'poured on earth His precious blood, - The Man of Sorrows had a part;
Putisues in heaven His mighty plan, * _ He sympathizes with our grief, -
The Saviour and the Friend of man. Ang to the sufferer sends relief.
A ’ - - T
' Though now ascended up on high, * With boldness, therefore, at the-throne
He bends on earth a brother’s eye; Let us. make all oursorrows known; '
. s Parbaker of the human name, A_n'd ask the aids of heavenly power
- ' ” He knovw's rt!he flrallrty of our frame, - . "To help usin the evil hour.
. . " — Rseribedto Michael Bruce (1746-1767).
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THE SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET
\SPIRIT of 'intense earnestness chafacterized the

-~

gervices held fin Jarvis Street Church on the Lord’s .
Day, May 19th. In spite of the holiday week-end and the~ .

inclement weather, the services were well attended, and
. theFord was with His people. .
In the morning 'the Pastor, Dr. H. C. Srl'adle brought 4 a

strong “message of F}dhoz*basblon, addressed part"lloula,rlty ,

-. 'to 'the Lord’s people, urging them to labour diligently in
" His service. His sermon was enltitled “Doing God's Work
in God’s Way” and was based upon two-texits; 1 Coririth-

ians 16:9 and Acts 5:42. The first text states the~fact .

of the great opportunity open to the believers, and ithe \»‘

Second states how ithey 'took advantage of that oppor-
tumiity.

in ‘the Church, the preaching, the Bible School and the
radio broadcast: Like the Apostle Paul and ‘the early
. believers, we are to take advantage .of our great oppor-
tunity by faithfully preaching, teaching andewitnessing
for the Lord. There are many adversaries, but we have
‘a Divine commission, and we must go forth in the -name
of the Lord. Our -success will bear somé proportion to
-the effort we put forth. We must enlarge our vision,
that we may see the advam:tages and privileges granted
Yo us in these days.
What was the character of the work of thase Chris-

tians? They preached and taught. There is no substitute .

for preaching and teaching: “Faith cometh by hearing,
- and hearting by the word of God.” We must expound, ex-
plain and Gllustrate the Word of God. What was the sub-
ject -of their teaching and preaching? They preached the
Lord Jesus Chrtist. Where did they minister? What was
the sphere of their labour? They preached and taug‘htt “in
ithe temple, and in every house.” When did they do' ‘this
work? “Daily” and “They ceased not.” Have you re-
tired? Having put your hand to the plough, have you
turned back? Have you left the work? In spite of intense
persecufﬁmn- and_manifold difficulties the Apostle Paul
continued in his labours until he had finished his coursg.

We need a helping hand in this work at Jarvis Sibreét
we need to work together, and we need tbo, work right now,
whiile we have before us thig grea't; oppo'rtum'ty Let us
do God’s work in ‘God"s way, and GO FORWARD with

His: blesslmlg N

- - The evening service, broadecast over CHWO, Oakville

(1250) was one of-great blessing, as.the minds of, all
were directed once again to eteinal isgues.
the subject, “The Important Enquiry of an Anxious Soul”
(Acts 16:31, 82), -Dr. Slade first- vividly described the
sceng fin the dark, hideous, loathsome Philippian prison
" where the two. ministers. of the -Lord, although confined
and uncomfortable, ye‘t were singing pralse's to God. The
_earthquake was sent by 'God for the supreme purpose of
bringing about the salvatlon of the jailer.

i “A grealt door and effectual” is opened unto.us .
in this place -— lin the Seminary, THE GOSPEL WITNESS, .

Speaking on -

. our Lord.

This man,
formerly so hard and cruel, addressed the servants of the.

Lord in a respectful manner, his whole afttitude changed

as a result of deep conviction. He cAme to Paul and Silas
witth trembling, not. through fear of temporal or physical
danger, bitt because of anxiety with regard to his gpiritual
and eternal state. How can I stand before God?
pare fto meet Him? Where shall I spend dbernmty? God

oW pre-

had spoken to him through the earthquake, through the -

ttestimony of*'Parul and" Silas, and the Holy .Splrit -had

" wrought eomndbmn\m hiis. Ihea.nt. The jailer was overcome
. by @ sense of his own unwonﬂhm'ess' and was apprehensive
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about his soul. Do I speak to some who are 'thus con-

- cerned? The Holy Spirit h'as started to work ,with you,

giving you light. T would encourage you ‘to go on; you
are 'in"a good way.

All other questions fade : 1nI insigpificance when com-
pared with this- great enquiry, ¢ ‘What must I do to be
saved?” Business problems, domestic a'mdl political prob-
lems ‘in time will be solved, in a few years they will not
maltiter, but this gquestion of the. soul’s eternal destiny is
of the utmost importance: It is a personal question:
“Whait must I do ‘to be saved?” Where will YOU spend
eternity? It is a humble question; do not'hesitate to
ask for information regarding ithis maftter. Be ready to
submit ‘to instruction, ‘to follow the way of salvation, as

prescribed by the Lord Himself. It is an urgent question: HE

“What must I do Bo be saved NOW?” -

The Apostle Paul brought the jailer right to the- Lord
Jesus: “Believe on: the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be'saved.” We are ‘to entrust our souls to His care, take
Him at His word, believe on Him as our Saviour and as
In Christ we shall find redemption ,a'nd the
forgiyeness of sin.’ We shall be justified before God:
“By him all tthait believe are justified from-all things,
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.”

_— Jarvis . Street Church
WEEKLY BROADCAST  —

7.30-8.30 P.M. -
" (1250) ' CHWO Oakville
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Spmtua‘l Decadence Among ‘the People of God.

> A Lecture by Dr T. T Shlelds
Delnlvered in Jarvis Street Bapthst Ghumh Toronto, Thursday Evenmg, September 2nd, 1937

» . N (Stenographlcally Reported) - . N
Lesson Text: Ezekiel 22: 13-31 ) ' ’

\ .
HAT is mot a parblcu'lauﬂy edleymg dhapibet is it? I
dare say we might vead it without finding any par-
ticular profit in it as applied tosourselves. I am not of

the number who claim to be able to_discern and rgcogmze'

specific signs of the times, or to be able to identify certain

~+ movements as the - spec'lﬁm fulfilment of parblcular

prophecies. .
I have been reading laJte'Iy some o]:d books, not very old

-eflﬂher about fifty years-or so old, having to do with ibhe

Lord’s coming, and representing an attempt on the part
of very conservative, men to estimate the movements of

their times. ‘And I have been more than ever impressed
! with the unwisdom of trying to do it; because you have

only to wait a few years. Pick up a book twenty-five
years old, and you say: “This s all folly to-day.” The
mere passage of time has written “folly” upon every page
of it. At ithe same time, it must be récognized that we
are living in very different {times, ttimes that are charac-
terized by things that we should once have thought were
very terrible. Nations have developed into pirate gangs
who, in defiance "of all national and, international law,
hsve gone forth like g"ang‘-sibens_', shooting everyone in

gighit. - The terrible experiences of -the late War have so -

inspired ‘the peace-loving- nations with fear of a repeti-
tion of fit, 'that they are enduring things to-day that
twenty-five years ago no self-respecting nations on earth
would have tolerated. I am sure that we have in the
Word of God, as I have said to you on more than one
occalsmon, the philosophy of 'hnsmory That .is to say: it is
not merely. @ chronicle of cerftain evenyfs, but a history
written by the pen of inspirdtion from the divine stand-
point explaining why these events take place. And if you
look into these historical portions of Scripture, you will -
find underlying tthem laws operating which-are stitl effec-
tual in the' lives of men and of nafions to-day.

This prophecy relates first of all to Jerusalem, and it

« - is described as a very wicked city. I do not agree with .

those who would ttell us that the New - Testament Church
was a mystery hidden from the Old Testament pmp!hdbs
and that whoever finds any description of the Church in
the Old Testament thereby evidences a lack of knowledge
of the Word of God.

The Bible is one, and it lis a re'vellatlom of our sover-
eign God, and of His relation to men and to nations. And
I believe we have New Testament warrant for seeing in
Jerusalem some type of the New Testament inasmuch as
it s said: “Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the

'culty ‘of the living: ‘God, the heavenly, Jerusalem, and to

an innumerable company of angels, to the general‘
sembly and church of the fmsbbom, whiich are writiten in
heaven.”

\

: I
\ .

I propose to ask you to look wat this chapter as de-
scriptive of a CONDITION OF SPIRITUAL DECAD-
ENCE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF:GOD. Whether it
belonged to that day or to this day, God iy evermore the
same, and Jerusalem is represented here as itself afford-
ing an irresistible attraction to the judgments of God.
Whittier somewhere says that o guilt’s attraction.ever-
"more fthe divine judgments fall, and Jerusalem is ripe for
some kiind: of visitation from the God Whose day of judg-
ment draweth nigh. )

/

It is very unpopular to 'speak in criticism of tthe modern
church. We are {o assume that every person and every
institution bearing the Christian name is worthy of the
name it bears. I do not believe that anyone who views
_ourrent events, and: measures present day institutions by{
smrntual gtandards can honestly say that the professing
Christian church of our day even remotely approximates
‘the New Tegtament ideal. As you look abroad upon the
churches jof "all names — I am not speaking now of other
denominations as distinet from our own. I believe some
of the most flagrant offenders, and many of the devil’s
choicest instruments for ‘the catrying out of his work in
ithe world, are called Baptiste. Some of the most conspicu-
ous Modernists who-have trampled every vdhvme revelation
beneath. their feet, and mock at the precious blood in the .
Word of God, have beén and are still Baptists. I need
not name them. You have not to go to the United States-
to find them: you can f-in-di gome of them here, and plenty.
of tthem in England — to say nothing ef other denomina-
itions. -Ghrurdh'es and linstitwtions ithat bear the Baptist
name are as far removed from the New Testament ideal
“ of the church almost — I was going to say — as Sodom
and Gomornah. 4&11@ the c¢hurch generally, if you speak
of that in a generic sense, including all ‘the denomina-~
ifions,'and all local congregattions — the church generally
ig far, far removed from what the New Testament tteaches
a church of regenerated people ought o be. It s not un-
tike Jerusalem. Jerusalem was ripening for judgment,
and God was.going to wvisit His people. He visits indi-
viduals, and He visits churches. The rod of God has oftef .
been: laid upon God’s people collectively in the on-going
of Hiy provhdenrtla'l purposes of grace.

New Jerusalem is shid tbo be blood-guilty. I believe tthe
" modern ¢hurch is blood-guilty, guilty of the blood of souls.

The vast majority of churches do not find blood. in the

.mecessity for salvation, nor do they ever teach it, or
preach it.. - .

+ ‘Then atyour leisure, if you study this chapter, you W1M
find the particulars of the indictment against Jerusalem

-

-
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are set up, and 'ﬁhere is a wstriking pa:ra.llel between con-'

prod!uet of something that fis unnduls‘pensable to lrfe, and.

ditions of life resulting from a departure from God in 'that ordinary peosple cannot, a'ﬁ:'ord tobuy? -

' ) * thése Gld Testament days, and conditions of life which.

. obtain to-day. Ordinary standdrds of morality are 'get .
aside, and people boast of a new uge, and of a new condlx-

tion of life. ~Even the principles of the decalogue are -

trampled under foot. .Immorality ‘abounds, .and the Lord -
speaks of certain things thedt were dlone in the midst of
. them. “Jerusalem, you permitted 'it; you condoned=it; you ™
.dlid not clear your skirts of these mlqul'tws at all. You
remained a partner in it.” Why, it is a,lmos't unusual to- -
day for any Christian church, or any ehurch bearing the
Christian name, to-exercise duscuilme, or to free itSelf
~ from.c¢omplicity ‘in any imfiquity. : .1 knorw churches all
over, "dhe continent when once 'tJhey get your -name on bhe

'. rofl, you may die and be, in: heaven for several years be-

._fore  they . duscovel it, and they send. out their reports
about thousands of church members.- And it is ‘all non-
sense. ~ They have not a- tenth \of what they represent..
But all these things are permmbed without any probest
- the part of the church.

It is c‘hmged there ﬂhalt Jemsale'm was g,w.Lt'y of dzs
hopest.action. Now I am not a socialist. T.am intensely an,

mdw1d:ualusm But sancfified individualism recogfnuze
sociial ob]'lga,tlon5| And a Chrigtian ‘employer must be
~ just o his employees- and a thn*sﬂ:lan .employee must be .
_conscientious 'in His work, and deal honestly with his

- employer, and give his empl'oyer an honest day’s work
" for the wage he receives. But you - “find tha't all these.

dﬂvvmely revealed standards of life are set aside, and all
‘hnuman obhgaﬂlons are disregarded and violated.

Well that isthe condition fo-day. . And let me tell you .

this: the biggest sinners in that respect in Cdnade are

nearly all church members, men holding office in Chris-—,

tian churches. ‘And they are gieat employers of labour
~having .no conscxence w‘ha'tevel 80 far as their employees
,Aare eoncerned

* On the other hand you 'W‘lll fm'd' gome people w’ho -are
ndt’ employers of Tabour, and: who, as worklmen,_have no

. conscience in itheir work Have you 'not “seen men who;
while the employer’s eye is uvpon rtﬂhem would work, but:

.when thefe was no_one tto see them; _they would purloin
their employerﬂ 'tlme and.waste iti—. doing nothing?- I
have mo, brief for one side or 'the other; but I do - say, ‘when
.these things occur, when lbhe Wordh‘of God is_set.aside;
and ‘the divine standards 1gnbred you ma'y expect to find
in soeial life generally ‘the picture you ‘Have here of
Jerusaleth and the people of that day,

And that is pre't:t.y generally trué to-day, even amo'ng
" people who- are nominal Christians: If you take the

- church to-day, the organization or organizations which .
- individualist, because the Bible sets out the- doctrine of: bear the Christian name, if you could come from andther -
world and view these organizations, you would" never 'rec- .
-oghize 'ﬂh'a:t these organizations weredgupposed to repre--

sent the pictuié in the Word of Go'dI

And there is ithis- parallel .1:0 present day conditions in~ *
. that ‘there was conspiracy. among the prophets to rob the,

people of the Word of God. And they putforith that as the
Word of God which was not the Word of God at all. Now
- wherev

During ‘the Wm I remember being fin a ‘hotel in a Jmpenndlmg You remember-in Lamentations how Jeremiah,

certain city where the Baptliist Convention was being held.
‘And there Wwas a governmental investigation, a Royal
. Commission at work investigating the opera:tuons of cer-
tain packers and their profiteering in connectiion with the

War, — the selling of meat to the army, the price they™ pitchers; the work of the hands of the porbber"' The Lord.
-looks vupon J erusalem and .He, says, “You are not gold & -

" paid the pmducer and the price they-palid, ithe consumer.

. “.Well there was a man there, a Baptist, and a leading Bap-

tist. Bacon, I ‘think, at ithat time was somewhere betwéen

sixty and séverty cents a pound. This man was a big-  gold in you, or silver ¢ither, and I.am going ‘to put you.

prod'uce merchant in Montreal I forget why he cameé to

me, but. T think I had incidentally -alluded to these things “out of you, so that I ‘may get what lu'ttle bit of gold ﬂhere .

exclaimsy: “How tis-the gold become dim! how is the most
fine gold changed! the stones of the sanctuary are poured
out in'the top of every street.. T:hefprecwus' sons-of Zion,
. comparable to fiine’ gold, how are tﬂhey esteemed as earthen

‘any, more: you are , brass, and iron, ‘and fin,” and
"lead, and all these baser- dlements I cannot see any pure

“all intbo the furhace and- melt- you down, and purge this

.publicly. He left his. table and came over-to where I was may be left.” -~ o - .-

.-gitting. And he said, “People talk a lot about this profit-
eering, but after all,—lf things were. adl,]u.lsbed if. means
only that the consumer would get the bacon for half a -

© Sometimes we lift- our lhandSI in horror as we plck up
‘the newspaper - and read of situations the world over,
.And yet if we ook at human life through ithe! medium of

. cent a pound-less, and the producer would-get for his raw God’s Word, is it not exac‘bly' what might have been ex-

. maiterial, for hiis pork, half a cent a poupdvmore. So you

pected? And! God does arttise aft last; and. He does brmg

see it is ot so bad.”. I said, “Which bemg interpréted, His people;and nations to an accounting. T will take sec-
Mr. So-and- -So, meany ithat if-you are.going to steal, do’ ond place to no one in my -loyalty to'the British institu-

not steal too much from-one person.
everyone, and get rich that way.” He sald “Do you meéan
“te-say that these men are robbers?”. I said,. “I do not

Take a little. from tions, and 'to all thet Britain ‘has ‘meant to- the world,
~And yet it 'would-riot be surprising if even we should be. -
overtaken with some kind of Ju'dgmemt So far as 'ﬁhe_"

_know. When _you begin to talk .in terms of millions, and church generally is concerned, I do not know of any place

scores of millions, you are-discussing things-that belong
"to a world 'to which I am a ‘stranger. But I know. this:

when there s a mnecessary commodhlty ithat is makmg
smnébadw, or somebddies, multl-mlll'mnalres‘, and when
.. the honest working man, who, from morning till night,
- ‘pours out the wtmost of his energy- in the produding of

that commodllty, and yet c'avnnot get 'wages.enough to make
it posslx'ble for.him to provide that for his children ‘1ﬁh'en :

* there is someﬂn'xmg wrong. That is all' I have to say.”
Why shoulid one man become a miu'l‘tl mhlhon'allre out” of the

-

" where 'the church has become more apostate than in “Eng-

“land. Not the-free churches, so called. There is no Bible"

Levft no gospel feftt; no salvation proclaimed. That iw lthe
truth, aivd-certainly we should all be agreed-in this, that
llookmg abroad over the world to-day, whether you view
‘the church or ftJhe -state, the' individual' church or the
individual state, - your Chrulrc'hes as a Whoﬂe and . na-
tions as a whole, we who now live, have never seen

"8 darker day, have we? I-am no-pessimist.. Very often
. the “darkest hour ‘is before the dawn. But it-is to this =

. ’ Con R

7 . . ' _- AL - . -

that i§ ‘true, ithere fis Ju(fgmen't of some somt'

-’y
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pmncuple Eam ]ea'dhng you. The Lord waid: “I sought for sm'ful worlld that GOdJ coul-d- save nt for us? Do you ’ohmk
a man amorig theri, that~should make up the hedge, and ..He could? I do not think.so. But let me remind you that
-~ stand in the gapibefore me for the land, that I 'should not - He has foynda Man to stand in tthe gap, and make up the
* ~ Jdestroy it: but I found none.” He wsaid: “It_is a wicked hedlge There is an -all-powerful Intercessor, and -He calls

- rolity. . There is ‘an appalling condition of apostasy among His Church into fellowship with _Himself that together-

the people that are called by My name, -and.there over-

- hanging is the- ¢loud of Juldgmemt just as it .overhung.

. _.Sodom and Gom'orrah ” And ﬁhe Lord said: “I sougﬂut for

-~ . a man among them that should. make. up ‘the ‘hedlge and
~“gtand in the gap before me for the land.” It is ever the

U way:of dllvme mercy to conidition de'ﬁveran-ce upon the
Voo mfberce@smnr of Godl’s people

. .
~ S -

' ) o ':I o .
WHAT ‘CAN YOU AND I. DO IN THE .PRESENT
- EMERGENCY? 1If you were in' London you would: exer-

hope ito set 'things straight ? Why every leader of every
govemmenlt on earth would be inclined to say, My dear

" with' Him we may, stand-in the gap,”with no merit of our

own, no 1~1g'hrteousne=lsyto plead but laying hold of His . -

Jtrengﬂh we may yet move the arm of God. / -

“ Néw may I layi thits upon the hearnt of every one, first

as anduwdua,'lls, ghall we each one responldl to God’s oall
" and more than éver 'bef'ore, stand in the gap, and make
up the hedge for. the people, and ‘be constant in prayer?
Itis not mod!es'ty, when reading of some terrible situa-

tion, let.us say, lin Ohhna or lin Spain, or somewhere e'lus»e,'

one would lay the paper down with a sigh and say, it is
no ‘use for any Jorie as musqg‘n'rfmcanlt as I to pray about

L "* cise .the Englishman’ ’g privilege' and write a” letter to 'that. That is not, modesty: that is unbelief. We are mot
T# . The Times, and ¢ sign it “pro bono publico”. And would yUu'— insignificant be'fole God, if we are members of the body

“of Chriigt, iif indeed: we have been called into that high
and ‘tholy prxvxleg'e, and have access 'to the divine throne,

friend, if you hdve any wisdom ‘that will lead-.us out of *We cam, and we ought 'to, plead with God about these great

this 'bangle, let us:fhave lit. We do not know where to’

turn.” No; we do not know what to do,. bu*t fhere tis One

- place to which God's people: can alwavrs tum - God’s peo-

. " ple-can always ‘become intercedsors. T*hey can always pray
- " You say, “Does God care aboult that?” That is; what- He is
- . looking for. .He said: “I =0|ugﬂh*t for .a 'man among them
that should, ~make up the hedge, and stdnd in the gap
before me. for .t'he land, that.I.'should mot destroy it: but

. I found mone.” I believe He'is geeking to-day. - I -believe
He is seeking for intercessors. I sometimes wonder if we..
‘might not acoomphﬂh our greatest work if wé were Just

" to glive ourselves — T had .almost said = excllus'lvely to

- unitencessory prayer.. I do nlort know what anyone else can
- do. But. God an'srwers the prayer of His  people, and T
- . believe there is% d'eflmte call to some people {0 becdme

\ " ithe Lord’s remembrancers ‘He-does not say, “I sought' ‘dark as it has been “in the world befo‘re our day. Did you.

for a great company of men, "“but, “I soughit for a man”
« — just one. Do you- remember how when God had
. brought His own people out of Egypt, in His anger He
. .. ‘said %o Mosés: “Step aside.I will blot out this 'people
- .and,T will make of thee & ‘great nation.” ““OH, no,” “said
. Mons'es, and he stood in the gap and spFead his hands, and -
) you- remember that s'tra-nnge prayer of- hiig:
- people ‘have sunned a"grealt sin,jand have made lt'hem gods
LR of gold. Yet-now, if thou wilt forgive their sin’ “—; and
* L. if. net, blot' me, I pray lﬁhee, out of thy book wirich thou
z “hagt written. I do.not want-to 'be made a g‘reaJt nation.
Lwidht these pe'op!e tto be saved.” You cannot-hear Moses
. .. say that without thinking back -a_little furb'hefr to the. -
C days of. Abraham, when God came to him “and told: him.
of the wickedness of Sodom, and safid, “I wil go~ down
now, and see whefher they have done altoge‘ﬂher acoord-
ing to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not,
. . I will know.” And while the ahgels' went on’ boward Sodom,
R . Abraham stayed ‘vet before Jehowvah, and he began to
. pray, Ian'd he continued to pray, prayed that theeity might
| : Jbe saved for fifty righteous men, and he came down at
BRI last to'ten. Amnd then you think of the New Testamerit
- parallel, where Paul said, “I .could wish that myself were
‘ aocirsed from Christ.for my brethren, my kinsmen ac-
. cording to the flesh. It is the passion of my life that
} ) they may ‘be saved, and I pray for them above afl else
. that they may be saved.”
Well, there was nobody to slbanld in the gap. Do you

s

think that if you or I were: to stand in the gap for a
. ~ 2 ]
e ' .

I

“Oh,” this '

- 'He is, o

matters, the affairs of mations, and of the world. And

Yo as wWe pray mld,wudlulally,wslhall we resolve that though -

that be true of a very Jarge part of the professing church

hall we resolve_before God that it shall not be true
of us? We will not el'ong to that company, but we will
\separate ourselves from these things, and shut eurselves

. up to God, and stand-in the gap, and make up the hedge o
before Him -for the people? I see nothing 'in the Scrip- - -

ture 't:h-a“h would dlls'suad'e or discourage us from éxpecting

. that ‘God -will vbreak forth and make bare His arm, and .
visit His people ‘\and bring once: ag'am a great reluglous- .
revival. -He ha§ done it again and 'ag‘am in th'e darkest -

hour I

- I salid just now Hha't peﬂhaps this is -ﬂhe dlarrkes't 'hom

within our memory~ But dark as'it is, I doubt if ‘it is as

ever read Fox’s: “Book of Martyrs”? ‘Are you at all

ﬁa'xmlllla'r with ‘the history of Eutope pllOI’ o the Middle =
Ages, and the hmsrtory of England,’ too? We lh:ave nothing ~
" to be proud of. . There were times when the devil himself - -

wds rampant, and when it was.as much as a man’s life
was worth, openly to say, “T believe in Jesus Christ as
y S«avuour » There were times when it seerned almost as
though the Light had gone out. Then came Wycliffe.

Then- by and by came Martin Luther, then Calvin,, then -

the Puritans, then Wesley, and Whitfield, then lthe great
missionary movemenlt tthen Moody, and Spurgeon, and

all the rest of 'tJhem in a grea't evangelical revival.-And:
upon that has followed, as in +ime past, d great awaken- .

ing.” Then-a gradual subsidence, and a going back into

.the darkness.' : In cenfbury after century God fas-broken )
in upon His people .And there-is no reason why He should

not do so0 again in-this twentieth centm'u I have-the pro-
foumdle'st conviction -that ‘He will, and ‘that we may live
bo see it. But He will have ‘to find a man somewhere, a

church . somew'here,_w‘hom He ¢am trust, who will give
themselves up wholly to God, with-a holy ministry of
intercession, to stand in the gap; and make up the hedge
before Him for the peo'ple Shall we then, this little group
who are here this evening, resolve ithat for ourselves we

will heed God’s call, we will each stand ‘in fthe gap, and '

make up the hedge that He may have mercy upon His
people? And if so, dear frignds, what a blessing will come
to us!"What a blessing it §8 to be privileged to be where
have the door open into His presence! You re-

+

E



-

, 6 (86)

_

74
/

. ‘ture as the Lord shall prosper.

‘THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE. -~

May 23, 1957

member how it ‘is said of Job’ that-the Lord itumed-iﬂ:he '

captivity of J ob when he prayed for his friends.

- I do not believe fthere is anything that bnngs greater
blessing ito the believer than to be privileged o bear 8
‘burden for someone elge’s sake, and to cast ithat burden ™
at His feet, and bear*a song away: May He thus bring us
m‘r;o that larger blessing, for His name’s saake Amen.

Let us pray:.

. O Lord, we thank Thee that there are no dark days to
Thee, for God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. We
thank Thee that there are no difficulties - to Thee, for Thy
.power is infinite, as is Thy wisdom, and we pray tliat Thon
wilt by Thine abounding grace, pour upon us, Thy people, the
Spirit of grace and of suppllcatlon Teach us to pray. Give
us a passion for prayer. May it be our supreme delight to
be found at the mercy seat, privately and publicly, to_ be
instant in Season and out of season, praying vnthout ceasmg
Hear us for Thy name’s sake, A en. S .

. RADIO MAIL / :
An'nlda'le, Halifax, N.S.
Dea:r Dr. Slade:

I just thought I had ‘to git Tight down agnd write to you
to tell youu how muéh we enjoyed your message on the
“Chuich of the An"’ program. -Tt was indeed a very clear,
appealing and convmc'mg Gospel message. ‘T ibrust that
many listening 'in: would be brought to know the Saviour,
and others strengthened fin faith and alssuredl of the
Ish'mplll-cllty of the Gospel . . -

* * * *
. i , =T Tommto.
Dear Dr Slandle ~ -

We had the pleasure and pr1v1lege of hea,mnlg the J aMS‘

Street Baptist Church broadcast on Easter Sunday eve-
ning at Stoney Creek. The broadeast was very distinct,
the singing of the choir and congregation was excellent
and the preaching 6f the Gospel simply superb: .

. We had further opportunity of hearing -your broadcast
on Sunday, April 28th, in Toronto. The Teception was all
that could be expected, -and _we greatly eIfJoyed the ex-
position of the Word. T do “greatly ‘rejoice in this won-
derful ministry of e ‘Gospel.
in tthig , great missionary and evarngelistic' effort. I sin-
_cerely frust that you will be enabled by the grace of God
to continue your broadeast indefinitely. - N

- Please accept the proverbial widow's mite for your
Radio Fund. We shalt endeavour to send more in the fu-

- * * - *." - -.
Mondbon, N.B.
Dewr\ DI‘ Slla:de . : .
- Just 'a note to tell you the “Ghurch of the Air” broad-
cast came in well here.to-day and I enjoyed it véry much.
I remember meeting you when you were-here with the
late Dr. Shields on one occasion. . )

[

* * % *

Wm'nupeg, Man:

Dea,z D, Slade and Jarvis Street Clhurdh Friends:
\

'he’lpful radio message just at this moment ‘coming ,over .
tthe radio! It s sumply gmnd and commg sc plamlry and
d'ls'tm'c.tly

A}

I wish you every success.

Jugt a2 note of thanks and gratitude for your grand and .

N BOOK REVIEW -

CHRIST’S KINGDOM AND .COMING W'ifﬂh/an Analysis .

of Dispensationalism, by Jesse Wilson Hodges. 'Wm.

B. <Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michii-

gan 1957, xii and 247 pages. $3 00.

This work tis ithe “result of thinty years of e!dtensuve
and intensive study” of the subject of Christ’s Kingdom

and Comung, particularly An relation to modern: dispensa- -

_tionalism; The subject fis handled in six vparbs Theorfies
of Kingdom Interpretation, The Kingdom in" Covenant
and Prophecy, ‘The Kingdom in the New Testament, The
Gospel of \.'the Kingdom, The Church and the Kingdom,
and The ngdom im Congummation. Thus ‘the author
traces the meaning of ithe hmgdtom in both Old and- New
Testaments. Clea,r distiinetiion is mamltalﬁ'ed 'between

Premillennialism *and Dispensationalism, and between »

- /BEarly or Historical® Premillenniglism and the purely
—'-spe_(_nﬂ-a*hiye' theories of modern dispensationalism with
which: the historical} Premillenniialism ~was never joined.

The volume ‘-s -uncompromisingly true to ﬂle Word of
+ God and the author shows 'that the theories”of dhspensa—
tionalism — the new system of Bible interpretation — is -

challenging orthodoxy. He makes clear that those who

“seek to limit the kingdom to a temporal governmenit on_

this earth, to one small segment of humanity (the Jews),
or to ‘one lu'ttle country - (Palestiine) ;. or who think-of the
kingdom lin tterms of one brief period of time (whether
before the first coming of Christ or after iy second om-
ing) - reveal three fatal errors fin their thinking. First,

, they err in holding hat the natuiral dedcendants of Abra-

ham take precedence over. spiritual (believing) Israel,
that lis, - Christians.

political kingdom :over which David and Solomon once
.presided. And thirdly, they are in gross error in hdldmg

that the kingdom which Jesus came %o establish was ~
earthly and polli!ﬁica'l in any /'semsve, or tthatt it ever wi'll- be.

such.” ~

The pook has an extensive Bibliography, an Index of .

Subjects and Persons, and an Index of Sorlpmure In
adldlgtlon it is well documented, alk quota'tmns and refer-
.ences ‘are given atthe bolttom of the page on which they
.are found. It refutes as fallacy Dispensational Premillen-
nialism and presents the *Amillennial interpretation in
eschatology as the message of ithe Bible. The volume
mxgih't well be used as a text on Kingdom Truth in Semin-
aries, Bible Schools, ‘and Bible Classes. It is a must for
the preacher and«the careful Bible student who wants
to know wihatt vsa’lth tthe Scripture on lthis subject.
© ‘—DR. GEORGE B. FLETCHER

: Secondly, 'ﬂhey err in holding ‘Uhalt)_
the kingdom -which Christ came to establish was thé

_~ —
\ . '
“Will you help us to give wider éirculation to
_this issue of. THE GOSPEL WITNESS? Send
for copies to disltrt'bute athongst your- friends

and others.

Specnal price for this issue:

N . AN
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Turnmg Back in 'rhexDay of Ba'rtle

By Charles H. Spurgeon

4

Sermon dehveredl at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, 1866

" “The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day

of battle.”—Psalm 78:9.

DO NOT think that it has ever been clearly ascentazine& men ‘bhey should have kept their vface to the foe and their -

to what particular historical event Asaph here refers,

* but I do not find that any of ithe commentators mention -

a very obscure passage ‘in ithe First Book of Chronicles,
which I venture lto suggest may give us ithe explanation.
In thve First Book of Chronicl8s, the seventh chapter and
the twentieth: verse, you read: — “And the sons of

Ephraim; Shuthelati, and Bered his son, and Tahalth- his’

son, and Eladah his<son, and Tahath his son, and Zabad
hiis son, and Shuthélah his son, and Ezer, and Elead, whom
the men of Gath that were born ‘in that land elew, because
they came down to-take away their catble. And Ephraim
their father mourned many days, and his brethren came
to comfort him.” This event appears to have occurred
. while ithe children of Israel were still in Egypt. . It has

bHeen supposed by some that these sons of Eﬂhralm ‘made
. a raid upon the promised land, and attacKed the men of

Gath. Believing the land to be theirs by promise they-

wenit |¢;o take it before they had divine authority so to c}lo
They 'made God’s decrees the rule of ftheir life instead ‘o

God’s rrevealed will, and’ 50 they soon fell into trouble, —
as those people always do’ who make that mistake, — and
their fa:tlher Ephraim m0|u‘rned over, them many 'days.

But it appears to have’ ‘been rather an attack made. upon -

them by some. men of Gath. The people seem somé of
them tto‘have ‘been of Egyptian origin, and they probably
made an attack upon the cattle of the men of Ephraim.
These young men defended their cattle for a time, but
at last — if this be the event which this Psalm refers, to
“ — jt-would appear, they turned their backs and so fell
slain. That may or may not_be. Still there are other
passages in history whicdh might serve to ilustrate the
dext. You are aware that Joshua was of the tribe of
Ephraim, amfdsprobab‘ly on account of this, the ark of
God was first placed at Shilodh. On the occasion when

Hophni and Phinea were slain, ﬁhe children of Israel,-

we are told,=fled. It appears to have-been the peculiar
duty of the men of Ephraim, in whose tribe Shiloh was,
o guard the ark. It may be possible that they were set
around the ark as a body-guard to fit, but fled at the

approach of the Philistines, or fell slain together with”

Hophni and Phineas on that terrible and disastrous day.

If this s ‘the event alluded to you will find the history -

of it in the fourth chapter of the First Book of Samuel.
Perhaps, however, reference is made to the wihole his-
tory of the tribe of Ephraim, that though they were well
armed and were dexterous nien lin the use of the bow,
yet on many occasions they turned their backs in the day
of battle. Whethér any of these explanations interpret
the hiistorical reference or not, the subject in itself will
furnish us with 2 theme for meditation. -

’ - L
We wnll fl'I'S't consider for a lu'ﬂble while WHAT THESE
MEN DID.
They turned their backs. Wmen lthe time for flgfhltlng
came they dug‘ht to have shown lﬂhelr fnonts D1ke bold

~

N -

breast against the adversary, but they -disghonourably
turned their backs and fled. This, I am sorry to say, is
, not an unusual thing amongst professlmg Chrigtians. They
burn back; they turn back in the day of battle. Some do
this at the first appearance of difficulty. “There is &
lion in the way,” salith the slothful man, “I shall be slain
in tthe streets.” They hear that there is some trouble
involved in Christian service, or that some persecution
may be met with in the pursuit_of truth, and straight-
_way they look bevfore ithey leap, as the world hath it, and
“turn “back from ithe way which t&ley supposed o be that.
of safety. Timorous and Mistrust come runniing down
the hill erying, “The lions! the liops!” and thus may a
pnl grim turn back towards the City of Destruction.

. Others are somewhat braver. They bear the first
brunt. When tthe skirmighers begin these are as bold as
any ; they can return blow for blow, and you hear them
“boast, as they buckle on their armour,” at such a rate,
‘ that you would suppose, if we did not know that boasters
are seldom' good at fighting, that they.must ‘certainly be
victorious. During the first thrust they stand like
martyrs and behave like heroes, but very soon, when the
armour gets a lititle ; balttered, and the fine plume on their

helmet a little stained, they turn back it the day of battle.

Some professors bear the fight & little longer. They are

not to be laughed out of their religion; ‘they cah stand
-the jeers and jests of their oldi compantions. When they
. find that they have got the cut direct fin the society which

once loved them so much ithey can put up with that, and
ﬁhey are very riuch complimented by themselves on hav-
'ing done it. “Cowards,” say they, “are those who flee;
‘but we shall never do this.” Bult by and by the skirmish-
ers have done itheir work, and it comes o0 a hand-to-hand
flgﬂhlt the struggle begins to be somewhat more arduous,
and now shall we see what metal they are made of. The
enemy gets lh'olld of them, and . - .

. “That desperate hug their soul might feel
« Through bars of brass and triple steek”

Then ithey find that rI;h'ey are being hugged in the wrong
place ; they are touched in a.tender part, and so mhey also
turn back in the day of battle! -

And, alas! s;p,d asdt is bo say '1_4‘. — fiirmly as we beheve
thalt every child of God is safe, yet is it true that many
who profess to be so, aftter having”fought so long that
you would suppose the-néxt thing would be for them to
rest upon their laurels and receive their. crown, just-at
the very last they fall and turn back! We have seen grey-
headed apostates ag well as juvenile ones. There have
been those who seemed ito wear well for a time, but at
last one crushing blow came which they could not bear,
and they gave way before.it! Oh, brethren, it is_only
those who persevere .to the end that will be saved, and-

only.those who have a true-faith in Jesus Christ have a
sure evidence of their election of God; these be they who

-~

~
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shall’be clothed with white raiment, and -shall sit down ':

upon His throne for ever. But, how many:_w'ho bade fa'xr
to do this, after all tutn back!

.~ I may: ‘be d'esorvblng — T hope I~am not P — some acbual

casehere, Some of you may say as you bu'rn ‘b‘hle 'ﬂhoug*hlt

10Ver. in your m:mdss —_ ‘ .

“My-feet had: almost gone,
My steps had welt nigh slllpped ”

-

" That young man over yondler was so much- jeered at the-

other day by those ‘with w'hom 'he works, that he felt it .

. o~ e ' - LI :
And then, when these peop‘le Aurned, their bécks,

* Canaan was not won. So, it i is with you. Tlhe Lord’s king-
)dlom is not yet fully: emtendejd and just wlhlen you ought
.to’ be, pushing far .and wide the conquests ‘of- the cross,
“and vbe letiting this great \dl'ty of ours knorw tthat the King
relgnleﬂh mighity ‘to_save, ¥ou turn back in ‘the day of
“-baltle. There are some Christians here who are doing
- nothing. 1 slhou]d not say 'this, perhaps, if I were

_m my own heart say. it of - my own ‘members; the mest of
them are domg, I'believe, as m'udh as leth in them, or if

. ¥ was very unkind, and he did think something about-re;™ %‘hdt T hope tthey very soon’ will be.” But I am persru'ajdjed

-~

Y

ey

I shall never win the victory!”

nouncing’ his relqglon altégethér. And my other brothef :
- yonder, who hds had so ‘many.losses, has-lately had- such: -

_a tlime as he never had before, and he tthinks nobody élse”
ever had, and -he cries, “God hag forsaken mé.”. He can- -

" not just now say, “T'hougfh he slay meé yet will T trust.in

“him;” but~he ‘thinks, “Surely I had beiter turn to. the |
world’: I had ‘better’leave my religtion : 'anvdl g’lv'e it up, fm'
Iam encompasused about witth such a terrible conflict "th‘a't s
'\bre’ohren, these are
often the trials that'-God sends, and it is by these thaj .
he-separates the chaff from the- whest, -and lets us see
. who are ttrue soldiers, and who are only rthe lacqueys who>

; : wear regimentals, but. have not e soldiet’s heart puls-

" there fin tie vam, wfhere the corpses are piled on’ "heaps,*- they didvit. They always had vﬂhem- faces bo.- 'the front -
when fthere’ was any tfeaeltln.g to.be done: T‘hey turned .
back; w‘h'en‘r’ O holidays. when the bannérs. ‘waved Jhagih. D
<anid 'tlhe silver trumpets -so'unlded" No; ﬂhey ‘were_in the'
front then! Exeter Haill! May meetm'g's" How many peo- -
ple are’in the front there and then? Wheii thers*is-some- .

7

Az

"'ing ‘beneath the scarlet. God giant us grace to be forund

at last men that:turned not back in the day of battle.
-IE T 'bake the Ih.1sf,t,ory of the ‘¢hildren of Eyhralm, I

dhould say that thiey + turned ftheir baclns and -failed to . .
defend ‘the ‘ark. There" are some w‘ho, wheén tthey are de- ;

* fending the ‘truth, shun controversy. Tihey are of such -
—a loving dispositionthey chll it *— :"

a-timid « d'mposllitlon 7
. thait as soon as ever the vwar-'tmm'pet sounds 'they find it -

~to be their _duty ‘%o attend to the baggage in. the rear. ;
They are. v'ery’bvave men indeed in that- particulsr quar- -

ter of the conﬁlwt w'here it does. no¢ happen to rage; but.

and_ w!he're the baltJtle-'axes drip with .gore, ﬂhey never will

i2-be found because’ 'Hhey thave not~the cou"rage to fuglh't ahd
. o ‘conquer for Jesus.

 As far as they are concerned the
ark orf God may be taken 'by ‘the Philistiries, 'becau@e ﬂhey

: 'hum t'hexr backs. - '-

Thege Eyhva*lmﬂte-s' ougihrl; too, as Joshua had set 'ﬁhem
‘the e'x-ampfle, to have conqueréd Canaan and to have driv-

en out the Canaanites still left. Ah! my’ brrdﬂhren, there
- are. some-of you -whose -sins still hve, because you have..

‘turned your backiyupor them, but not_in the righit sense,
for you ﬂxla:ve turned -your backs againgt oomten'dung wntih

-'sin. . There-is that bad temper of yours — you 1 have. givén
. up trying to.curb fit iow. You say, “Wéll, you know many

of God’s dh'l'lldlren heve bad ;tempers,” Whereas you. know

" that this is very wicked talking. You ought %o dldy that
* Agag. You have no busmless; tto ‘tolerate -a. bad temper. -

" You mirstt never have any peace with that spitéful temper, -
.or that ‘has'by temper of yours; you.must down: wmﬁh it
. or &lse’it will dlown with you,“and if you do not overcome .

- it it will ove~rcome you: Rest'assured that you are guilty,

~

. and that you turn your back.if you do ngt fight with it.
" So too with that worldliness of yours anid that want of -
a pmyerfull spirit. If you ‘say, “Well, I will be content .
to be as I am ;.1 will not t¥y after a high state; of pPietys’”

~ you turn your backs, my brethren You ought to slay &ll,”

_ thege Oanla-an'l'bes,,afmd you'. must in Christ’s name do it,
“and pot snpare/ .20 much as one of them; butt sdy, “tthey
compass me about, like bees; yea, tthey compags me about,-
but in the name of the Lord will 1 destroy them.” : _

at. there are many other ‘Christisns Whlo ate hot doing

-gervice. They come i here, genhaps, on a T&hrursday night,
and.gét a little bit, amd 't'hey go elgewhire-on ‘other™ eve-

ningsof the week anid pick 1ip sweet morsels- ‘and crumbs.

- They ‘like feedlmg very well, but lt)lne'y “do’'not Jike work 8o

* much. There is a cenbam litite company ‘thaft: come here”
‘on week:day e'venungs, into -whose -ears: I ;should like o

whisper, and’ ask thémrwhat, they; are doivg-for" Christ.
-They are spiritual ,Yagrapts who -go from one_place 'bo
another; but have n¢ settled home where they work for the

,Ma»slter, and they are of very little credit-to anybody. We'

-all of us ‘have = sphere of laBour, and though I ani
See alIbf you, ‘as many as. |1f1ke to come, yet I pray

-my U'
glad to

* you do have your own place for your owh work, and do -
" hot be like the dhlﬂdren of E'phtmxm who “turned ‘back in

 thie* dJay of battle. - H ) — . g _

H‘avmg 'thus observed what these i inen_of Ephnalm did,
* we come ‘to llook a)t the 'mopponbune tlme WHEN THEY
DID IT.

-mattered much ‘had they. done it in a day of feasting.
-They could always be spared ‘then, but that;was not when

thiing sweelt to feed upon ithey do not _think «of .turning

back. But these peeple furned back on rather a different-
They

oceasioh ; they ‘burned back’ jn the day of battle.
turned back, it seenrs then, just, ‘when_they -were tto be

" tried.. Ah! how much there is we ‘do thalt. will- not stand -

thial! How much lthere is of godl’mess ‘which is useful for

: anyﬁhmg excepting-that which it is meant for! It is “all -
_in vain for me o say, if I have] bought a water-proof Goat,

1lhu:t it is_good for every'ﬂh*mg except keeping the water
‘oult Why Hthen it fig. good, for nothing, and-so there are

"some. Chiristians who- have got 4 religion that is good- for” .
- every.day except the day when it has to be testdd, and
,then it is good for nothing. An anchor may: be very pretty

" on shore, and it may be very showy ias an ornament when
it ies on the 'slhups deck or-hangs from ithe -side, -but
‘whiatt lis the good-of it if it will- not hiold when. the wind
blows and the vessel needs o be held fast? So, alas!
theere is much of lre'lllglon ‘and of g'odllmess' g0 called, that
is mo good when ‘it cories 'to the day of trial. 'The soldidr

is ttruly provéd to be a. s'dldher wlhen the war-'tnumpet :

They rtmrrneti bmck ‘and -thejr diomg S0 wauld not have .

~- preachmg on. ~S!undwy, for I' thank God that I could not - -

‘whiat :they should 'dé, but ate dhnnk!mg from practical - -~ -

P e " e

sounds and ithe reglmemt -must go up to the eannon’s.

mouth. Then shall you know, when: ithe bajyonets begin .

to cross, who has the true soldier’s blood in' him; but”

ah! hlmy many turn back_ 'wihe'n it really cormes lto be t'he ’

- N 4 .
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- conflict, for then the day of trial tis ttoo much for them!
T'hey turned back at the only time when they were of
any gort of use.- A man_who has to-fight is not-of any
panblcu'lar use. to his country, that I know of, except
/ when there -is fighting to be-done. Like a man in-any
other trade, there is a Beason when he is wanted. Now,
if lthe Oh'rwtnan woldier never fights, 'of what good is he
at all? That is.a very remavkcabile passage lin-one of the

. prophets;: “Where the Lord 'oompares his people-to.a’ vm'e,
anid :then he says of ‘ﬂhem, inh words of whiich I will give
the sehse, “If the vife -bears - fruit it is very valuab]e

i >

unless ‘God gives- you presemng grace to sband fast to

the end, do you not see that you are turning back to —
"what? To perdztwn You do not tturn back’ merély to. the .
worlds That is whayt it looks like, perhaps, to you, but
you really durn back to hell. If, after having once put
your hand to the plough, you Took back, you are unworthy
of the.kingdom; but what are you worthy of? Why, those

““reserved seats” in hell! Did you ever think of lﬂhth?
'. There are such, and let me quote a passige which proves

- lit. We are ‘to‘ldi fin one pluwe of darkness “reserved”. for
some who were “wandering stars, for whom i¢ reséerved

but, if it'bears no fruit, then it s good for no’ﬂhrmg at:- the blackness of-darkness for ever!” When you turn back
. all.”” An oak without fruit is valuable for- its tiniber, and you turn’ back ‘to those reserved places wherelthe dark-

. them. _ Smaller rplalmt‘s may be used for some médicinal "God save you from ever turning b'ack in the day of battle!
purposes, but the vineif it bear mo fruit, is- absoluttely - This, then, js when they did 1't — 'ﬂhey turned ba;ck in
good for nothing. “Will a man even make a-peg 'of it, * 'the day of lb‘attle . : . i

> - whereon"to hang a vessel?” saith the prophet. No; it is ] " 111 e T . -

.+ = of no service whatever. Sois it with the (}*'hrhrsvtnanI If he

even tthorns are useful, ‘for you may make a hedge -of ~nes$ is ‘more black and, the "pain’ more .terrible. Ch!vmay .

be not thorough: and true he is no good at all; you can .
make noit,hmg of him whatever; bie is, to use Christ's

. expresshve words, “Neither fit for the land' nor even for
ﬁhe dunghil], and men cast: him out.” Who would' enlist a
sollduer that knéw he: would turn bdck? and who_amongst
us would like to be iin his regiment? Take off Hiis colours,
play “The, Rog-ue-s March”, and turn him out of.the bar-
racks! And this is what will come to some professors who
turn back in the dlay of ba'btle' Their regimentals Will “be
~ torn .off, and they 'will be excéluded from the chiirch of
. God because they turned back in the day of trial’ and at
the time when they were needed. -

'They, turned . thelir back's, too, like fooll«s n the da,y when
victory was.to be won. The soldier Wanits to distinguish
- himself; he wants to rise out of. the ranks; ‘he wants to-
be promoted _He hardly expects an oppol‘bumlty of doing
+ this in time of peace; but the offiicer rises when .in time
of war he leads asuccessful charge. And so it is with the’
Chlrlsltlan .soldier. I make -no advance while I am not
ﬁlg@hng I ¢annot wm if T am not'wammg My only
opportbumlty for. conquermg is when I am flg'hlhmg If 1.
run away.when there is-a chance of winning lthe crown,
" tthen I am like the ghip ‘that"does miot come out of harbour
v 'when’ 'ﬂhere\llls a fair wind, or like the man who déey nott
avail himself of high tide to get his .vessel over “the bar -
at 'the har!bou'r “mouth. I cannot iwin Without flgihtt,mg,
and therefore I thank ‘God when the trial ~comes, and
s count it a joy when I fall into manifold Ptenmta'blons, be-
'\ cauge now I may ddd to'my faith one virtue after another,
13111 _my Chrtistian’ character is all- com'p‘lete To throw
"away Ahe time of conflict is to throw away thé crown.
Ohr simple heart! Oh sﬂll'y heart! to b& afraid of suffer-
ing for JGS‘U.'S' You are, in fact, afraid of rdlgnmg with
" Him, for you must do the one if. you would do ithe other
You, young‘“wom‘an -who :are so alarmed at-aslittle lwug1h-
_ing,” recollect Jyou' canrn'ot go to -heaven- w1thout being
laughed at sbméhumes in the circle in which you move; or
" the family in which you tive. He lthat will live a-godly

this is the way to. 'heaven, why do you turn from it? Be
not ‘like these children of Ephraim- wlhvo ﬁurned ’back
. wihen there wasa crown to be Wwon.

Tihey turned: 'bwck once rmore, when turning ‘back.in-

- volved the most- dzsastrous defeut. .The ark of God was
taken. “Ichabod,” 'the -enemy cried, for the glory was
departed from Isiael, because the children of Ephraim -
-turned lba:ck m -ﬂhe dlay of battle.. And so, dear friends,

+ - life"in Christ Jesus must suffer persecution. Since, tthen, -

B'ult now let us notice, WHO THEY WERE THAT
TURNED BACK. : :
Théy were “children™ of Epﬂhralm - and ‘t.hey ‘are.. de-
scribed as “being armed Jand' @wyhng ~“bows”; 'or lbovv's
throwing forth sharp arrows. They were men of a noble
pa,renmge They were tthe children of Ephraim. Joshua
was of'that line, and 'he was the greatest of conq-}xerpns,
who led the people intto the’ promised land. And you pro-
fessors, you proféss to be deéscended from our Joshua, —
Jesus-thie Conqueror, and will you turn back? Are you_
-followers of the Saviour who gave His back 'to the smitens, *

_ and His cheeks 'to 'them that plucked off the hajir, and are
vou afraid or ashamed of anyﬂh*mgt" He:gave His &ace .

to be spat upon, a-nd will you hide your faces ‘at the men-

tion of His ‘maime, becausé fools choose 'to laugh™at you? . -

Followers of Joshua, and yet afnal'dn‘? Followers of Jesus, ~
and, yét: blush? God grant that we may never blush, ex- -
.cept ‘when we #hlink that we ever blushed at the thought: .
of His Son! Oh! thou dear, despised, and persecuted One, .
I see Thee on Thy, way amijdst the scofférs. One plucks’
Thy beazrd <another pulls ’Dhy haiir; a " whird casts .his
accursed spllttle imto Thy face; another besdtis Thee; an-

- other cries, “Let Him. be- cru-clfled » They mock 'I\hee..

with all forms of  mockery. ’Daunt and jeer they heap upon .
Thée. ' They fill Thy nouth wrﬁh vinegar, and give Thee
gall to drink. They pierce Thy 'hvamdls and Thy feet, and -
yet Thou goest on along Thy way.of kindness and of
mercy! And-T = what have 1 ever suffered compared -
with thee? °And these Thy people-—- wiha't thave any
- of these endured, or what can they endure,. ¢compared with -

"alll Tlhy griefs? Thy martyrs follow "Thee. .Up from their .

fiery stakes they mount to *ﬂhe*lr 'ﬂhrones : Confessors. fol-
16w Thee; from.- dlungeons 'anld' from vacks their testimony

'soundls And, shall we, upon whom the ends of the earth, -

are come, in these softter and gentler times, shall we turn
back, and.say -we know not-ithe Man? O God, forbid! but
do Thou keep. us faithful unto Thee, that we the- -sons .of-
Ephraim, may not furn back in the day of battle. )
Then, again they wetre a med,\a*nd had proper weapons,
weapons - which they knew. how to use, and good weapons
for that period of warfare. And as Christians, what
weapons have we? Here is this “Sword- of the Spn'lt -

- whiich is"the Word of God.” Here is & quiver, filled with - -

. a

innumerable arrows, and God has put ‘into our hands the
bow “of prayer,' by wlhhch wé may thoot them; drawing-
" ¢halt bow by, the arm of faith against our imnumerable- .
foes.: What weapons of holy warfare'do you want better
than ﬂho%e which 'ﬂhhs\sacred armoury supplies? Read the"
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- ’ N
[

/

10 (90) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE. . May 23, 1957

\ - .
last chap'ter of the Epistle to ithe Ephesians, anld' see (how
the apostle, with a triumphant glorying, takes you

~through. God’s armoury, and bids you loek at the various
pieces of armour, and the various weapons that are pro-
vided for you. If you lose the battle, it is not for want
of being armed, and if -you desert fmm ithe ranlos it is
‘not for the want of bows. )
. But what-is more. Another translation seems to show
thatthese Ephraimites were very skilful_in the use of the
bow, and yet they turned back. Oh! may God grant that
none of US'\who have preached to others, and prea'dhed'
others” with vfluency and zeal may ever have our own
weapons turned against.us. I may make a confession here

and now. I have read some of my own wuftterances a-r‘md'\_

have trembled as I have.read them, and afterwards I
have wept over them, not wanting to alter them,~not re-
- grefiing them, but fearing and trembling lest I should
have my own words used in ]und|gnm'e'n't against me “at the -
lagt great -day, for ‘there ¢amibe mo more dlreaJd'fufl thing
than for a man_to have known and taughit the Word-to
others, and then ito- hear the Master say, — just listen ite
it, — “Thou \w1cke‘d servant! Out of thine own mouth

us three reasons. You will find them in the verses follow-
ing the text. “’I“hey kept not the covenant of God ahd

refused to walk in his law, and forgat his’works, and his
wonders that hre had showed them.” . . .
" “They kept not the covenafnt.” ‘Oh! ﬁh'at great coven-

ant, “ordered in all things and sure,” when you can fall
back upon that how it strengthens\you! When you can
read 'in ‘it eternal 'thoughts of divine love to you, and can
hear Jesus say, “I give unto my sheep_eternal life, and

)
N

. [ 4
they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck ‘them out
of my hand.” How. it encourages you to go forward! You
cannot «be killed, you are invulnerable, you Ih'ave been
dipped in ‘the covenant stream that makes you\ invulner-
able from head to foot. Why, then, should you,fear to
face 'the foe? If you forget that covenant you will soon
turn back, and so prove that you are fhot tin it; but the
remembrance of it gives strength to God’s people to perse-
vere, since they feel that God’s purpose is that they shall

‘persevere, and_so win ‘the victory. [The covenant, how-

ever, not onlvy gecures safety, bult it also pro'wdes all sort
of blessings. If a~Christian always had hi§ eje on the
covenant -storehouse he could mever desert his God-for
the world. Will a man leave a treasury that is full of
gold to go to a beggar's cottage for money? Will a man

+ turn from the flowing stream that comes cool and -fresh
“from Lebanon’s melting snowvto go ‘and drink of some

filthy stagnant pool? No, not 'he -and when.a man knows
the treasures of grace Ithat are lin' Christ Jesuss, anrd re-
members that it pleased the Father that in Him should

- all fulness dwell, and that He halth made Hima covenant
for the people,\wﬂl such a man tumm back? Asgsuredly not,

we should Jack one means of comfort in our own dark-
ness.. Some of you have had very wonderful manifesta-
ﬁioﬁts of the Lord’s kindness, and if you forget all these

I should not wonder if Jou should prove to be a mere pro-
fessor-aind turn your back for.God’s true people are like
that Mary, whom all generations call “blessed”, they
treasure these things in their hearts.- We ought to istir

up our remembrances of God’s loving-kindness, for if we _

" do not it will soon be a powerful reason for our turning

¢

-

will I condemn thee!” O God! Condemn me out of any- but every promise of the covenant will enable thim ‘to face P T
body’s mouth rather than out of -my-own. It will' be a his foes and prevent his turning back in the day of battle.
"dreadful thing to have known how %o use the bow, and Perhaps, however, the covenant which we forget is the
vet not to wih the victory oneself; ito have been a sort. of covenant we feel we ‘made -with Christ in the day w}/1en
drill-sergeant to God’s people, showingthem how to use We said, “My beloved is miine, and I am His”, when’we
-the weapons, and then not to have foughut the bafttle one- give -urselves up in a ‘full surrender, body, soul, and
self! This will be a terrible thing! Some of you know Spirit, to God. Oh! let us mever, forget that covénant!
" how to use fhis Bible. You are acquainted with it, you Supposing we should lose our ch'aracter for Christ’s sake?
Jhave: 'stu'd'led- its doctrines, you know the pmmts of d'1vm-' lid we not give Ohrist our character fto begin with? You '
; ity Jarni | :ﬁheo]vogy, you are well read up in lﬂhe teadhllngjs are of no use it the ministry, my dear bmﬁher lf you
of God’s Word; you know how to use the bow. And some are not quite willing to be called a fool, to be called a
of, you pray very. sweet]y at prayer-méeting. Ah! be- - thief, or even ito be called a devil! You will never be suc-
loved, what I said about myself may well apply to you. cessful if you ate afraid of being. pelted. The true min- s
Some of you are Sunday-school teachers and others tract ister often finds his pul|p1lt td be a place but little prefer- \
distributors, and yeu all know how tto use the bow. I hope able to a pillory, and he is content to stand there, feelmg
I'can say to you who sit here ‘that I haye, like Saul, taught - that all the abuse and blasphemy which may come upon”
you to use the bow. We have sought to 'teach.\ylou young him are only the means by whiich tthe world: ne'cogmzes and R
" men’to use God’s’Word both in prayer and in other exer- proves ity recoghnition of a God-sent man. Gh! o rest dpon AN
cises of . your holy faith; but, beloved, if you turn back, . the covenant which is made in grace, and to hold fast the "
the art which_you have 'Iearned ‘shall'rise up.in judgment covenant -which ‘Christ has compeulhe'd us to .make .with ~ :
against you to condemn you! If as professors taught the him rezolved that evén should He ltake all away, our joy, :
use of God’s Word you.are xparc‘hedn out to fight, but have our comforf; and out ease, we wiill 'sblll slbaln'cf to it, and
not courage enough for the conflict, and tiurn: your backs - still keepr the covenant. -
and- slink into inglorious ease or ‘into vairf-glorious self- Another reason why they turned back was that “they ‘
righteousness, -or “into false glorious pleasure, oh! how,  refused to walk in-His law.” When we get a proud heart - " .
terrible must be. your ruin at the last! May you not be we very soon get beaten, for with the face of a lion, but !
like the children of Ephraim, who, though skilled : ih the the heart of a deer, such an one is afraid of the world. i
use of the bow, yet turned back in the day of battle! If Iam willing to do what God tells me, as He ttells me, ‘
This, then, is W'hO they were. . . . . . when He tells be, afid because He tells me; I shall not turn |
‘. o ' back-in the day of battle. '
o . Iv. N . Tfhey also seem to have turned back because they had ‘
_And adk ye now — WHY DID THEY DO IT? bdd memories. “They forgat his works, and 'the wonders
Wihy gid they, indeed? We might well have been~at a that he had showed them.” My dear friends, we the mem-
loss to tell, for they were armed and carried bows. W‘h-at bers of 'this church lhave seen many of God’s wonders, i
then was the redson? The Word of God tells us and gives and have rejoiced in 'ﬂhem, and if we were to forget these ~N
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back in the day of battle. Oh! have we not fougﬂl.'t in dlays

. gone by, and shall we now be afraid? Have we not slain
old Giant Grim? Did we mnot flgiht/ with dragons and
-with lions? Have we ‘not gone through the Valley of the
Shadow' of Death? Have. we not had a conflict with
Apollyon himself foot to foot, and shall Giant Despair or
his wife, Mrs,_Diffidence make us afraid? -No, in the
name of God we will use the good old sword, the true -
Jerusalem blade that we. wielded aforetime, and we shall
yet again be more than conquerors through Him that
Let Tus, then, not forget God's' works in ithe
days of yore, lest we Tail to trust Him in the days vt:hat
are fto come. This was why they t"umed back.

Lo_>» : A

Anvd now the_last enfuiry is —: WHAT WAS THE
RESULT OF THEIR TURNING BACK? :

-One result,of their turning back was, ,that their fa,thm
mouined over them. We are told, in the passage I quoted
first, that “Ephraim their father mourned for them
many days.” What a lamentation it brings 3nmo the Chris--
tian church when o profes'sor falls! There is one heart
nancy — the heart of him

who thought he was the spirithal father of the person so

. falling. 'There are no griefs connlected with our work

like the grief of “mourning over ' fallen professors, espe-
cially if these happen to be ministers, men who are armed
4nd carry bows, for ‘when they turn back, well accoutred
and well skilled in war, ‘it is heart-breaking work indeed!

- I do not exaggerate, but I know T only speak the sober

truth, when I say that if I could stbmit to any_ form of -

‘corporeal ‘torture that I have ever heard of, T wou'lld be
willing, o bear it sooner than ‘submit to the torture I
have-sometimes felt over members of this church, or what
is worse, over young men educated in our College, or what
is worse still, over ministers who have been for some.time
sefitled over-their flocks. If at any time you desire tto. be
malicious bowards the man whom you look upon as your
spiritual father; if you would send an arrow through his
very liver and smite him with a dagger in the core of
his heart, you have nothing to do but to turn ‘back iin the
dJay of battle and.you have done it. It were bétter thait
* you had never been born than that you-should - -go back
to the world. It were better that you sliould be taken
out of this house a corpse ithan that you should live to
disgrace .the ~p10fe'ss10n whick you thave espoused, espe--
cially: ‘those of you who stand in a prominent place. O
God keep us who witness before thie multitude, keep us
by Thlme eternal_power, keep us as the apple of Thine

“Eye, hide us.beneath the shadow of. Thy wings, or else

we who are chief and fore'moust though armed and carry-
ing bows, shall yet turn back ‘in the day of battle-

Annbher result, which you perhaps will think more im-
portant fal wag “gh'a\t owing to _their lbul*mng back the
enemy remamed Owing to many Christians noﬂ; doing
what they ought to do in the dlary of rbat:tl'e, Rmnanlsm is
still in this land, anld Imfllde'lll-ty is rife. If in the days of
Elizabeth and Cna'nmer men had acted up to 'the light
they then had, we.should not be as we now are, a semi-
Popish naiion. Had Luither himself been faithful to gome
of the light to which he shut his eyes, he might have
inaugurated a more perfect Reformation than that for
which we are still devoutly grateful to God and for which
we always cherish his memory. There was a want of
thoroughness even tin that day. And at the present mo--
ment, if some of our brethren were but faithful to ftheir

~

. of Christ’s heritage! The earth is the Lord's,
“ kingdoms thereof, the world and they that diwe'll therein;

own convictions, 'they would not be bolstering up an
alliance of the State with a depraved Church ; they would~
not dare to perform -some ceremeniey w‘hudh are atro-
ciously- bad, and many of us, if we acted according to our
inward monitor, would not do many 'things which we are
now doing. Oh! may God glive us grace o smite the foe!
What has sin to do in this world? Christ has bought the
world with His blood, and oh! for grace to clear sin out
and the

and if we were but faithful ‘to God we should not turn

* back in the day of babﬂle, and Rome and all our foes would
be’ slaiin.

Then, agam it we did not turn our backs, the country
would: be conquered for Christ. 1 do not’ like the way in
which- some brethren say, that if we were more faithful

vhailf of London Would be saved. Ixsay that I believe God’s
purpose. is achieved, but still we .are bound 'to speak of
our sins auccordlmg tto their 'tendmme's, and the tendency
.of . our. want of confidence in God, and our _not boldly .
persevering, is t6-destroy souls. Paul talked onée of de-
stroyling wilth 'meat him for whom Christ died, that being

the tendency ‘to destroy such souls if they could be dei

gtroyed. So humanI'y speaking, the darkness of the world
at present is owing to the unfaithfulness of the church,
and if ﬁhe hurch had been as true to Christ as she was

in e First cenltury, long ere tHis there would nét have
been a v1lﬂag% without the gospel, nor a single empire in
the world in-which tthe truth had not been proclaimed. It

(91) 11 -

is our 'turning back in the day of battle that leaves- -

Canaan unlconqueredl for our Lord.

Bﬁ‘t worse than this, the ark itself was actually taken.
My dear friends, those of you who are armed and carry
bows, men of learning, men who understanld' the Serip- .
itures, I do pray you, do not turn back just rlow, for just

now seems to be a time when the ark of God will be taken.

It can never really be so, but still we must mind 'that it

be not the tendency of our, actions. We are in great danger .

from what some people -will. not believe, but what is most
ceﬂtainlvy a fact, and that is the marvellous increase of
Popery in thiis land. There are certain brethren who are -
always harping _upon this one string, till we have grown
sick of the theme, but without at all enldonsmg their
alarm, I believe thére is quite enough for the most quiet
and confident spirit to be alarmed at. The thing hds
become monstrous, and there i§ need to awaken-the
anxious care and the earnest efforts of God’s church. You
need not be long wiithout evidence of tthis? Every nerve
is being strained by Rome to win England to itself, and,_
-on ‘the .other hand, while we have less neology, and le-ss
of all sorts of 'scepticisi throughout the whole country,
I am afraid that we have more of it than we used to

haye inside the-church itself. There are many doctrines -

that are now matters jof question which I never heard
qlueslﬂloned: ten years ago. 1 am mot altogether sorry for

this, but rather glad, because -there are some doctrines -

whiich are ndt preached now, but which will be preached

more in future in consequence of doubty being thrown

upon them. But it is @ very ominous sign of the times,

that most of those truths which we have been accustomed

to accept as being Iﬂhe received and orthodox fajth of
Christendom are now being questioned, and ques#bwned
too by men who are not to be despised, men who from
ithefir evident.earnestness, from their deep knowledge, and
from itheir close attention to the matter, deserve a hear-
ing ‘in tthe forum of common sense, even if they do mot-

/
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dleserve it from 'splm'buah men. We must all of us Iht:)ld
fast the truth now. If there is:a man who has got a

“We'll ” you say, “you know I do not make any profevsslon
" of religion” that lis to say, you do not make any pretence’. '

truth, let him draw 'hlS‘ bow and shoot his ‘arrows now, . of serving and loving the God wiho mvade y'ou, who . gave

-and not turn back in the day .of ‘battle. Now _for your

you. life, and has kept dnd “presérved yo'u in it; you do

“arrows! Now for your arrows! The more our foes shall .not make any profession of being washed in the precious

* congpire against Chrigt, the more.do you.make war
- againgt them. Gﬂve tivem, dguble Tor their double; reward
them as they rewand -you. Spare no arrows sagainst Baby- .
" lon. “Happy ss’halul ‘he be that taketh rﬂhy little ones and:
. dasheth them againgt the stones.” Happy shall he be who
slays the little orrors, who. kills the -minor ‘falsehoods,
- who does battle agdinst Popery im every slhape and form,™

. blood of Christ; you do not make a profession of being

on the road o hell Well, may, God save you from. 'bhalt\
excuse, anki' may He give you grace to lookit in Pﬂhe face
and say, “Well, I do not dare even to hope that I am saved,
I know I am not.” Then, my brother, if you are not 'sa'vedi
vou are logt. . 1 would hke to. stop "whil€ you-turn that
thouglhlt over, 1anvd1 when you. have done so I would say,.

and. against mtﬂ1d»e'l1'ty in all ‘its phases!* If we do. not” . “The Son of Man is come to' seek and to save, ‘ﬂha!t w'hlidh

come to the front now, the ark of G-od a8 far as we are

<. con*cernedl, will be taken! -

‘And when, worst of- all; we_shall hem the Phdzstmes

sh,outmg while God’s church is weeping!; The Philistines-

are good hands at shouting...They shout father loudly .
about nothifig, but rw'hen they get a little they bark loudly
enlovuglh then, If they sée. but .one- Christian turn back
what rejoicing there is!. They ring ithe bells and make

" great mirth over.th¢ fall of the very-least among us, but .

_ if those of us who are armed and carry bows should turn
- back in the day of battle, oh “Tell- it not in Ga:tm publish
it mot in the “streets.of Askelon lesit Jdhe daughiters of
~. Philistia rejoice; lest the sofis of ‘the uncnrcum'dlsed tri-

" uiph!* God grant that we may never, m-ake- mirth f01

" hell. If Satan must have’ mernmemlt may 'he find: +it any-
where rather than in us. " Oh! may we stt;and ait last and
havmg done all, may. we sﬂl'll stand. -

was lost.” -

May God’s eternal mency seek and save you, arn'd if 11; .

be His will, may He.find you, and lead you to put your
trust in’ Jegus Chutist, and’ resting upon Him, and looking -
to His cross, you shall not, as ‘the dhuldlren of Eplhraulm
dhd '*tum back in the day of_ ba'tble »

HARRISTON RALLY . o

Representtatwes from over ‘twelve’ churches- congre-
g'a.'ted at Harriston on Monday ‘the-20th of May, for in-..
spiring servxces . Chairs’ had to be placed in ithe. alisles -
for both® servmes " The tone of the testimoniés and the N
fervour of the singing,' under ‘the capable leadlershwp of
Rev. A. Acheson, indicated thatiall were having an. extra
good! itime -Special music anldl smg‘mg by Mrs. F. Bauman,-
-Mrs. ‘W.” Bohlender and a young,” peoples’ cholir from
J-a,rv‘ls Street con'drue’ced moét e'ffeetlwl'y by Mr. R, Bau-

To. ooncllulde, brethren. > If we do- hot shand faxst You~ “"man, proved most econdulcive to worslhllp Rev. C Rogers

: Imow what ‘will come of it. Supposing the c’hurc‘h s of °

which we are members do not stand fast, what will come
,-of you and what of me? W'ha.'t became of Shiloh? What
" became of Ep‘hjralm? Ingtead of the ark being any lon'gel
in the custody of Ephraim’it was taken dway from Slhulo'h
and God transferred the custody of it to.Judah, and it

rested upon Mount Zion uhder.the government of ng.

David. So, mark you, whene'ver a “church -becomes un-
fmlthful and turns backlin the day of battle, God ‘takes
away. fvomx.l“b thé keeplmg of His ark and “entrusts it to
- others.
He, “whio 1s better than thou,” arid"So He takes the- -gword

. ‘ahd gives it to David, and thus perhaps may He.do with " j

- us. There are.many cdhurches that were once flourishing

* but now.are dieser‘ted -faltogether. So_ it may be with us

. 1ndl1vud-ually, and with rbhle/dhnunrches
are faithful to God. -

Now, -I 'have said noth'mg to 'ﬂhe um:onvertetdl

drift seemed to be tto speak to profess'm\g believers. Some

-at\ 'Parge unless we

* ‘of you say you never went to 'this’ war, and therefore you,

will not turn back; you never made 4 profess'lon Ah! dear

‘.. - friends, it will be a very poor ¢xcuse at thé last great day
to say, “I never made-a profession.’’ ” Did you ever hear .
. of a thief being broug'h't -up_at the Mansmn House before -

the Lord Mayor w1ho safid, ‘wihen 'he was accused of being

a.thief, “Why, my Lord, I am not a véry honest man; I

never professed ‘to to.be: I never profegsed that I would net

pick people’s pockets; I never professed that I would mot’

steal a waiteh if T had the c¢hance; I was regularly known

as a thief; I never professed o be -anything else, 'ﬂhere-_

fore you cannot blame. me. % If 2 man -should make such

a defence' as that, I should think it very likely that the '

Lord Mayor would give him an extra six months, and T

ﬂhlmk it would serve him very-well right. You smile at .

ﬁhls but the very sJame argumenrt .may be arpplled) to you.

« for ‘over: <hight guests.

“I have 'lw.yolce'dI apon a nelgih'borur of thine,” saith .-

My'

" humoroudly, attested that it had not been too difficult fbo

swallow the ham and pie, sepaJra'bed: of course by- neces-
sary trimmings. Neighbouring barns were also offered
Thiis what “with -all of this-and
b’he gtirring: messages on Jusmﬁlca'hon as 4 means to
peace, and suggestive comments on Peter's: address, at.
Pentecost by Rev. R. Reed.and, Dr.. H..-C. Slade respec: -
tively, ithe day was a great isuceess. 'I‘h'e heal'bhy presence
of Rev. B! Oatl-ev-Wlll'l-s, the prasttor madle no small ‘con-
tribution %o this. ,

Someone ‘commented, tﬂh'a't we s)hould 'have at least two
of these gatherihgs a year. -The uplift to thoge who aré *

in ‘small .straggling wmks,‘\the impressions made upon " -

the young people who attend, and the larger wvision ob-..
tamed all may Justlfy ﬂh'ls- view, Ilet the pastors get busy !
——G A ADAMS

|
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. “The. Gospel - Witness * Family .
" has the happy pnwlege of studylng similar por-
- tions of the. Bible together, and _praying for com-

_ mon ob]ectxves together._ BUT WE MUST ' W
' INCREASE BN N

. SendusNAMEs-NAMEs-NAMEs N
When you: have finished reading this copy of
. THE GOSPEL WITNESS, pass it on to some-
- one else. If you can.use additional copies we .

should -be glad to supply rthem. Spread the
' .truth
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The DISCIplII"Ie of Dlscernmenf e
. * By Dr. V. Raymond Edman - - ' \

“Understandmg what the will of the Lord m" (Eph 5: 17).

O SEE life deeply, as rwmtEh opened eyes,” is the poet'
pmfomyil and piercing prayer. None of us is-free

- from life’s emergéncies and- exigencies; but we should

face them with spiritual insight and uplift. In order. to

' view ! them with steady eye and untroubled heart we must,

know whether their source is in the miind of the Almighty
or in the machinations of Abaddon, the destroying spirit
of duarkness Do _our circumstances constitute the cross
we are to bear dahlry (Luke 9:23), or a curse from tthe
enemy. of man’s soul (Luke 13:16); a buffet from an
allowed thorn ‘in’ the flesh (II Cor. 12 7), .or a thrust
from a fiery dar‘t of the wicked one (Eph. 6:16); a -
means for searching out our hearts (Rom. 8:27), or a
srﬂt:m'g of us by Satan (Luke 22:31); a trial of our faith’
(1 Pet. 1:7), or a temporary triumph of ﬂhe father of
lies (Matt. 13:19; John 8:44) ¥

" Do our trotibled feelings mean the convxctmm of God’s
gracious ‘Spirit because. of our sin (Ps.*32:4), or tlie con-
‘demmnation of the umplag:ab’le‘aecuser of God’s people (Rev.

.-12;10, 1 Tim. 3:6)? Is the closed “door in our pathway

caused by the Holy- Spirit (Acts 16:6, 7), or ig it a hin-
drance of Satan .(1 Thess. 2:18; "Rom. 15:22)? Is the °

_apparently open door the «plan of 'ﬂhe Lord-(1 Cor. 16:9,

“Is tha't all?” “Yes; and- now what?” “Now, » emd the
‘rugged Reformer, “write beneath’ them all, ‘The blood of
Jesus Clhmst cleanseth from all sin. ” T'he condemnation -
of Satan points -constantly to.the sin; the convflcblon of
‘the Spirit, while not overloonkmg 1ihse staing of tthe sin,
points constantly to the Saviour frof gin, * ’Drannsgressxon )
depresses, confession releases (Ps. 82:1-5).°

Satan points at self, physical need, social posu'tlon self-
preservation (Matt: 4:8, 8; 16:28) ; tthe Spmmt pomrbs to
the pathway of self-demal and selﬁess service (Matt.
16:24-36). The pressure of Apollyon is upon what we
want, what we deserve, what is our right, what we can
do; the ‘patience of the Unseen Presence points to what-_
we can do for others and what we can do ‘without. Self—
pity inakes us sulky; self-denial makes us strong in the
.Saviour. ¢ Self-preservation makes us sensitive to im- -
“agined. slights; complete surrender to the will of God
makes us sweet under all circumstances. . "

The enemy emphiasizes the past, with its mistakes amd
hearttaches; the Comforter exalts the prresetnlt help of
our Lord (Psa 46:1). The devil delights in taunting
us with our weaknesses, and the Lord reminds us of the
wealth of Hiwriches in grace. Condemnation concerns it---

Rev. 8:8), or of a.lymg -spirit (1 Kings 22:6, 22) ? Is our * self with our failures; conviction shows us 'the . faith-
help indeed from angels, sent as ministering splnts (Heb. * fulness of God.- The ‘tempter teases us with immediate

* 1:14), or from the false angel of light, who would lead g‘a;‘ms at any cost; the Trustworthy-Oné tells us of eternal

us into darkness (2 Cor. 11:14)? Are we to go onward, gain, and reminds us of Pasgion and Patience in Bunyan’s
strong in the Lord (Eph. 6:10), or to beware of the snare House of the Interpreter.” The father of lies magnifies-
of the fowler (Ps, 91:3; 2 Tim, 2:26)? Arewe ‘to'resign 'our problems, by showing their hopeléssness, impossi-
ourselves ffo “what appears to be -God’'s will, or'to resist = bility, and pain; ithe God of all grace reminds us of ‘the
what i dn reality the design of the devil (both thoughts Ppromises, whereby we can hope against hope; for “tribu-

e Wy R il

»your faith and wurage (1 Pet. 1:6, 7; 4:12, 18).

are eon'bamed' 'm*fbhe same verse, James 4:7) ?

. In some way we must be disciplined “to discern both
good and evil” (Heb. 5:14), and such discernment should
be- a result of spiritust maturity (Heb. 5:11-14; Eph.
4:14-16; 6:10-18; Phil. 3: 15»19) We -are to compare

. sp‘mltzual things wwh spiritual, in order that our discern-

ment be spiritual (1 Cor. 2:12- -16). There is a specific

- gift for “dwcernhng of splrwt;s” (1 Cor. 12:10), and alto-

gether too little alhten'ﬁwn is paid to that heavenlvy helvp,
to our conls't'ernaltlonx and confusion. There is then the .

dusmp’lhne of d;l,scemmenlt to differentiate between ‘the ,
. Spirit-of Truth and that of error, the will of God and the

working of Satan, the ihormon of faith and the halucina-
tion of fanaticism, the ~pmm1se " of the Triune God and the
presumptlon of ﬁhe temp‘ter

Truth and' . eqror, Jight and darkness, conviction and

. conrd-emna\hlon, crosy and curse are set in contradistiniotion~
. the one tto the rdﬂher, in the Word of God; and there are

criteria that wndbmbulbe this discipline of discernment.
Try these ttouchstones “in the fiery ‘trials that> now test

‘Beelzebub berates us for ‘the blunders we have made;
the genitle Holy Spirit speaks of the précious Blood that
washes whiter than snow (Isa..1:18; 1 John 1 :9). The

_ accuser reminded *Martin Luther of his many trans-
. .grassions, and tabulated them. “Is that'all?” asked Luther.
. '/‘No there are more!” sneered ‘Satan, who adtded more.

lation: workeﬂh rpa'ﬁlen'ce and patience, experience; and
expenence hope; and “hope maketh not asthaamed” (Rom:.
5:3-6).” Thus we know that pain can mean. gain.

"The false angel of light "would have us walk by eight
and earthly wisdom (“the counsel of ‘the ungodly”, Ps.:
1:1), ‘the Lord of life, who sees the end from 'the begin-.
ning, would have us walk by faith (2 Cor..5: 7), anvd
thereby please our Heavenly .Father (Heb. 11: 6).

enemy woild have us see.the hosts of evil agwxnst us-. :

rather than the hillsides covered with ministering spirits
(2 Kings 6:16-17).:, He would keep us dwelling upon the
injuries from others, untlil we become fheffective in serv-
ice, rather than forgetting the vﬂhnngs that are behind and -
pressing forward (Pﬂlll'l 8:13, "14) in the spirit of Him
who said, “Father, forgive them.’? The Vanquished would
have us feel the nails and the thorns; the Vac'tor woulld ;
have us see the triumph of Calvary’s tree.

The discipline of discernment requires that we-fdl-low
the tenets of divine revelatlon, lest-wpe fall before the
“wrath of the lt.empter We are-to meet his'subtlety, %el-

- fiishness and sophistry in ithe sane way as did the Captain .

of our. salvation, with ‘the unequivocal gtatement, “It is
written” (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10). We also are lto live.by the
Word of God, are not tto tempt the Lord our God, and are
to worship Him only. We dre to believe that as we com-
mit our way.unto. the Lord and trust also in ‘Him, He
bnngs to pass His will (Ps. 87:5). .We are to trust that

. Heis ubl&e to fill . us with. rt!he lmowledlge of His. whll (Col

TN




BV

14 (94)

T'HE’GOSPrfL WITNESS and PROTESTANT A-’D‘vocAm .

. May 23,1957

/~ . N
1:9), and to protect us from ways of 'b'he deslbroyer
“When the enemy shall come m like & flood, the Spirit
of the Lord ghall lift up a. s!tanlda.vd against him” (Isa.
59:19). Ag we submit ourselves without resérvation’ unto
God, and resist the dévil, the latter wm'll ~flee fiom us
(Jas. 447).
By the Word, by the Spirit, by faith, by subumss'mn to -
tthe divine will, and by resistance to any appeal to self
= and| sin we discern between the way of God and ‘bhe path-
* of the destroyer. :

- Jor Youngon ﬂeadma,
N \‘ THE CHINESE COAT
By Faith Yingling Knoop

/ N

’

Judie sat.up in bed and rubbed et eyes. How light her
room was! She looked out of the window. Snow! Snow
covered ithe porch roof and Grandfather’s fields and

_chicken house, garden and barn. But it couldn’t be!
. Yesterday was like summer. And Judje had only her new
red sillc dress to wear to Sunday school today, with no
\ coat.
7 Judie bounded out of bed, shivering as her bare feet
touched the cold floor. “Grandma! Grandpa!” she called.
' “What shall I do? It was so warm yesterday, I didn’t even -
bring a coat from home I can't"go.to Sunday school.”

'Grandma came -up the Stairs, smiling. ““The wea;ﬂher

did éhange over night,” she said, “from summer to winter.
Grandpa ‘is down cellar starting the furnace fire. But baJd
~ 'weather never keeps us home from church. We'll fidd

' some'ﬁhlmg to keep you warm. Now let me see—" < »

Grandma disappeared 'into a closet. She came out with
a beautiful silk Chinese robe. It was” just Judie’s size.
“Here’s something warm to put on w‘hlle you eat break-
fagt,” she said. “Uncle Will sent it from Chiina when he
had a mission there. I kept it for you till you’d grown
into it. This is what little Chinese girls wear in cold
! ~weather.” - - ;

Vs

arms into the flowing sleeves and pulled the coat about
her. It was padded with something soft and warm. Its

. stand~up collar hugged her neck. And it fell to her ankles.

Red roses were embroidered all over the front and back.
\ “It's wonderful!” Judie whispered. -

- Spending week ends with Grandma and G‘randpa on

their farm was always fun for Judie.~She liked Sunday
L morning breakfasts of sausage and eggs, pancakes and

milk, and even, sometimes, apple pié. She liked riding to.
- Sunday school and church over the country roads. She-
liked going inito ithe Sunday school class of boys and girls
her age. And, yes, she liked wearing her best clothes
and havmg the girls say, “You always have such pretty
clothes.”

Tvovday, Judie had the new dress ibo wear. But now—
no one could wearas thin red dress out in the §now, with
no coat, no sweater, no anything, over it. -

After breakfast Grandma, Grandpa, and Judie tried to
. think of a warm wrap for Judié. “I'll put on my skirt and

blouse that I wore in the car coming here yesterday,”
Judie said, witth a gulp. “But the blouse is as thin as my
dress. Grazdma, I just can’t go out.”

.Grandma broughtt a suit coalt of i Hers to try on. Judie.
It hung almost to 'vha little girls feet An-d» the sleeves

“Och!” Judie jumped up and .dowrn S&xe slipped her \

fl'appe'dl down ove1 her hands'to her k-nee's Judue burst -

into tears, and Grandma shook her head. “No, that won’t
duo ? she said. ‘“And there isn’t ancther lititle girl for miles
to* borrow from, It's time for ‘us to Start right now. I
wonder,” and her eyes fell uipon the Chinese coat 1y1ng_
on Judie’s bed."
© “0Oh, no, Grandma, no!” Judie ecried. “I—I couLdm"t go .

linbo Sunldvay school 'in hh'at Why, people would laugh at -

me 'l,

“Jesus once said, “Take no 'wlowyhlt for y!our 'bodw,
what ye shall put on,” ” lGrandum:—), answered softhy :

So it ‘was that Judie, wearing the Ch'ln'ese coat over !her
blue skirt and white blouse, itiptoed into Sunday school

behind Grandma. She hoped that no one would see her .-

until she had slipped -off the coat. But the church was
cold. Everybody was asked to keep on their wraps until
the furnace had a good start. With a very red faice, Judie
slid into the last seait in the Sunday school room. Then.
somebody looked 'around at her, and stared™in surprise.
Pretty soon everybody seemed to be staring at her.
Suddenty something happened o Judie. She felt alniost

as if she were a little Chinese girl, herself, with people
v staring at her. She stood up. She marched ito the front

of lthe room. She began to speak. “I was boo proud of my
clothes,” she walide “I always wanted to dress up for
Sunday séhool. Today I couldn’t. This is the coat of a little
Chinese girl who went to my uncle’s mission, long ago..
She outgrew this codit and gave ‘it ho my uncle for some-
one in America. Then, in a war, most of the missions in
China were closed. My Uncle Will is in Japan now, teach-
ing little Japanese children. Some time he hopes he can
g0 back to China. A lot of Chinese people still are Chris-
tians.”

Judie sat down. The children -clapped. “Thank you,”
said the teacher, “Iit |happenst ithat our missionary lesson
today jis about China. We are’so glad to
to tell us about iit, and show us how '1‘1‘ﬂt1'e Chinese chil-
dren dresg!” !

On the way home‘from church,_J udle was very-happy.

‘She smoothed the-Chinese ¢oat. “I’'m glad it snovged to-

day,” she Itold Grandlma and Grandpa.
—The Su’nday School szes

JUST LIKE A LITTLE SIN
By John McNeill °

A ship was wretked on the Irish coast. The captain
had been carefvul and ithe weather had not been 80 severe
as tbo explain the wide distance the ship had swerved from
her course. So much interest was attached to the disas-
ter that a diver was sent down lto investigate.

Among other portions of the vessel that were. exained .
was the compass. Inside the compass box was detected
a-bit of steel, which, appealﬂedu o be the small point of a
pocket knife bladé. It was revealed that the day before
the wreck, a sailoi thad been sent to clean the compass.
He thad used his pocket knife in the process and had un-
conscmusnly,,vhroken off the 'potm't of it and lefit it in the

box
T1he blrt of knife blade - exented its influence on the com-

pass, deflecting the needle from._ifs proper bent and. Sfpall- )

ing it as an index of the ship’s direction.

‘That piece of knife blade wrecked the. vessel. In *Uhe
same way, one trifling sin, as small as -a broken knife
point, s able to rob the conscience. of peace and happiness.

~ -—Gospel Truths

. »

to have Judie here; .
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'OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D; (Tor.)

LETTERS TO THREE CHURCHES
Lesson Text: Revelation 8:1-22. ",

Golden Text: “Behold, I stand at/the door and knock; if any
'man hear my voice, and 'open the door, I w111 come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”—Rev. 3: 20

I. The Letter to'Sardis: verses 1 6. . .

As the Book of Revelation was addressed primarily to Seven
of the churches of Asia (Rev. 1:4), the particular messages,
as directed by the Holy Spirit to the churches in turn, are full

of significance. There is no r¥éason to question the fact that -

the seven churches actually existed at that time, and that
the conditions mentioned are historical. But, inasmuch as
human nature remains the same from age to age, the virtues,
faults and failings of the Apostolic churches can be found

in the churches of the present day The appllcatlon, then,

of the messages is very wide.
The local church, as a unit in the body of Christ, can never
rise higher than the believers composing its -fellowshlp The

’ messages, even when addressed to the colleéctive body, must

be obeyed by the individual Christian (verses 6, 13, 22). We

" shall find in the letters much’ 1nstruct10n in the matter of

the practiecal walk of the behever.

The Apostle John conveyed ‘each designated message to
the messenger or representative, probably the pastor, of that
particular church (verses 1,7, 14). The pastors were held

‘responsible to God, to a certdin extent, for. those committed,

to their charge (Acts 20:28; 1 Thess. 5:12; Heb, 13:7, 17),

-and the Lord dealt with the people through these ’nessengers

Sardis was the capital of Lydla, the kingdom of the famous
wealthy  King Créesus. The glorified Son of Man, as Head
of the church at -Sardis, addressed them as One having all
knowledge, symbolized by the seven Spirits of .God (Isa.
11:2, 3; Rev. 1:4, 16), and as the One holding in His right
hand the seven stars, or messengers of the churches (Rev.
1:16, 20). In His wisdom He could discern the true state of
the church and yet in love He would guard His own servant,
called to represent Him in a difficult situation.

The church, at Sardis had had a glorious past, but it was
not living up to its name. It had jfallen far-below its former
. standard. One cannot live on the lessmgs of the past (Phil.
3:12-14), and an empty profession is useless. The, members
were warned to remember their earlier, state of joy and
fellowship in the Lord (Psa. 42:4; 51:12; Jer. 3: 32; Rev. 2:5),
to repent (Rev. 2: 16; 3:19) and. to return to God (Jer 3:12).
As in every church, the faithful_remnant remamed true fo
the Lord (Rev. 11: 13)

II. The Letter to Philadelphia: verses 7-13.

The ‘city of Philadelphia (“Brotherly Love”), nained after
the.founder, Attalus Philadelphus, was also situated in Lydia,
about 28 miles from Sardis. As in the case of the church at
Smyrna (Rev. 2:8-11), the Lord had no word of censure for
this church. Since much of the message is cast in Old Testa-
ment "language, it is probable tRat there were many saved
Jews in the membership.

The Lord speaks to the saints in Philadelphia as their Mas-\

tér who is holy (Psa. 89;18; 145:17; Rev. 4:8; 6:10) and true
(John 14:6; 1 John b: 20) "As the Holy One of Israel He is

able to discern those who are genuiné. members of the Chris- -

tian. community, the born-again ones (Rom. 2:7; 2 Tim. 3:19)
and those who belong to Satan (John 8:44; 1 John 5:19; Rev.
2:9). As the True and Faithful Wltness' (verse 14; Rev.

21:5), He commends the believers for theu- patience in cling-

ing to His promises.

*The key signifies authority and rightful possession (Matt.
16:19; John 5:21; Rev. 1:19). iey of David may have
reference, in the first place, to stewards of the household of
David who guarded his treasures. The Lord Jesus Christ was
the faithful steward of the House of David, the One to whom
as King the authority was finally surrendered (Isa. 22:22;
Rev. 5:5). Our Saviour had.authority to execute His-own
.plans for His churches, to open the door, of opportunity in

°

.May 80—The Church, an Evangelistic Centre ..

one direction (Acts 8:26-39; 16:10; 1 Cor. 16:9), while He
ﬂ;osﬁed the door in another dlrectlon (John 11: 10 12:14; Acts
7

* Sweet and precious is the promlse of -deliverance in the
hour of trial to the churches ‘and individuals who keep the .
word of God as it counsels patient endurance (1 Thess. 1:3;
Jas. 5:7, 8; 1 Pet. 4:7; Rev. 1:19; 14:12). Sometimes it is
the Lord’s ‘will to deliver us from entering into temptation,™
and sometimes He delivers us from harm as we are called
upon to enter into trial (Dan. 4:20-30; 6:13-23; 2 Tim.
4:16-18; 2 Pet. 2:9). The Christians at Phlladelphla were
evidently going to pass through a period of unprecedented
trial, and to fail would mean a loss of reward (1 Cor. 9: 25;
2 Tim. 2: 5; Rev. 2:10). The: broad, general terms used in -
connection with -this promise cause many to believe that the
persecution of the believers at- Philadelphia was 4 foregleam
of future days of universal tribulation (Matt. 24:21, 22).
Those who are victorious through Christ will be given a new
position, pillars in the new temple (Jer. 1:18; Gal. 2:9; Rev.
21:3), also a new city (Rev. 21:2) and a new name (Rev.
2:17; 14:1; 22:4).

III. The Letter to Laodicea: verses 14-22.

. The city of Laodicea, noted for its wealth, trade and com-
merce, was situated in Phrygia, ‘not far from Colosse (Col.
2:1; 4:16). It was destroyed by an earthquake in 62 A.D.,
but was soon -rlebuilt by its own wealthy citizens.

In contrast to the letter to Philadelphia, which “contains no
word of rebuke, the letter to the church of Laodicea contains
no word of praise. = v

The Lord speaks ‘to the Laodiceans as the Amen, whose
every word and action is perfect, the fulfilment of the desire
of man, whose prayers end thus: “Amen, so let it be” (Isa.
65:16; 2 Cor. 1:18-20); as the Faithful and True Witness °
(John 8:14; Rev. 19:8, 11), and as the First- Begotterd from
the dead, whose resurrection . marked the beginning of the
ilegn)r creation (1’ Cor. 15:20-22; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:5, 6; Rev.

The Lord of the Church reproves the Laodiceans for their
wickedness. Although the church was wealthy and contented,
boasting of its fancied high position, yet the Lord spumed
it for its pride (1 Tim. 6:17), indifference and lukewarmness.
Tn His sight it was poor, blind, wretched and helpless. This
utter disregard for spiritual danger was not only disgusting,
but it was also fatal. The torpor. and numbness of one ex-
posed to extreme cold is ah mdlcatlon that he will soon sleep
the sleep of death.

Even although the church is in such a deplorable state, as
here. described, the Lord graciously and(patlently makes His
appeal to the individuals (Luke 12:85,'36; 14:28, 24). He
stands, He pleads, He knocks at the door of the heart Whoso-
ever listens to the voice of God, obeys and opens the door of
his heart to the Saviour will’ become a child of God, destined
to_enjoy fellowship with Him for ever (John 1: 12 3:16;

"5:24; Rev. 22:17).

- Daily Bible Readings
May 27—The 0ld Testament Church............... ... Acts 7:37-b63
May 28-—The New Testament Church “Matt. 16:13-28
May 29—The Unity of the Church ........................ ‘Eph. 4:1-6
Acts 2:22-42 !
‘Acts 11-19-30
Acts 16:1-5
Acts 20:17-38

May 31—The Church a Teaching Centre ........
June 1—The Church, a Centre of Discipline
June 2—The Church a Guardian

Suggested, Hymns
The church’s one Foundation.
Sweet is the work.
. We love thé place, O God. ~
* Jesus bids us shine.

‘““Whosoever heareth!” shout, shout/the sound.
THE CHRISTIAN’S LIFE_ A PARADOX
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency 'of the power may be of God, and not of us.
“Wie are troubled on every side, yet not dulslbresse‘d, we

are perplexed, but not in de's'palr .
; \II Corlmﬂhllans 4:7, 8.

/

Oh for a closer walk with God. L -

~
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