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The Rebels Surrender to Grace

. . “Lord, what wilt Thou ha've me to do 9”-—-—(Archs 9:6).
Lord, Thou hast won, at length I yield; If Tihnofu hadst bid Thy thunders roll,
" My hearit, by mighty grace compelled And lightnings flash, to blast my soul,

‘Surrenders all to Thee: : I still had stubborn been : 5

Against Thy terrors long I strove, - But mercy has my heart subdued,

Butt who can stand against Thy fove? A bleeding Saviour I have viewed, .
Love conquers even me. . +And now I hate m¥ sin. _

All that a wretch could do, I tried, . Now, Lord, I would be Thiine alone,

Thy patience scorned, Thy: power defied, Comie, ttake possession of Thine \own,
IAnd trampled on Thy laws. —~ For Thou hast set me free.

Scarcely Thy marityrs alt the stake Released from Satan’s hard oomma:md

Could stand more steadfast for Thy sake, See all my powers waiting stand,
Than I in Satan’s cause. - . To be employed by Thee.

. But since Thou hastTlh'y love revealed, My will, conformed to Thine, would move; -
- | And'shown my soul & pardon sealed, On Thee, my hope, desu'e, and love, -

I can resist no more: ’ In fixed attention joim :

Couldst Thou for such a ginner bleed? - . My hands, my eyes, my ears, my tongue,

_Canst Thou for such a rebel plead? Have Satan’s servanits been so long,
I wonder and adore? But now they shall be Thine! R
. . And: can I be the very same . -
. ' ' Wiho lately durst blaspheme. Thy name, ’ )

- And on Thy gospel tread? . :
Surely each one who hears'my case, : .
Wiill praise Thee, and confess T'h'y grace e -
Invincible ‘indeed ! . ’ \-
- . —JOHN NEWTON ! »
: (Anithor of Amazing Grace)
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THE SUNDAY SERVICES‘IN _]ARVIS STREET
HE Saturday’ mg1h!t, prayer meeting with its oppor-
tunities for pmyer praise and testimony proved to
be a time of. rich blesging, a sure indication of the charac-
- ter of the services on the Lord’s Day. .

On Sundlay morning, May 1Zﬂh Dr. Slade spoke most
_helpfully on-ithe theme “The Love of Praise” (John
12:43). The love of praise is. not to be the ruling prin-
ciple .of our conduct. - These rulers foved 'thé praise of

.. -'men more. than the praise of God. .They loved the pranse '
of umvwor‘dh-y men, and they were overawed by the opin- -
_ions of the. Pharisees. Like Pilate, they would turn Christ

“over to the multitude. They would not make an open
. confession of Christ, for they loved the praise of men
- and ‘tthe fear of mam bringeth a- smare” -To love the
praise of -men ‘g to be insincere, to be guul‘ty of gross
-ingratitudlé, to be defiant. The Lord wants first place
in our lives.
to eternal death. The only safe path i& to hold a high

~  estimation .of God’s ophmo'n, to hear Him, to trust and

obey Him!
for that will be SIWEDII’. away in the great day of judgment.
- At ihe close of the service one belieyer responded to

. the invitation, feeling that Ih'e_'hrad ‘een paying too much

H

afttentiion to the ‘opinions of his fellows @nd had been,

" neglecting his opportunities to w1rtness for the Lord Jes'us
Chirist.

-The evening ‘service, broadcast over station CHWO,
Oak'\m']!le (1250), wag a fine service, bringling encourage-
menlt to the believér and also to the seeking soul.” Thé
sermon preached by the Pastor, Dr. H. C. Slade, was en-
titled - “The Lord. Gur Sun and Shield” (Psalm 84:11).
The Psalmist speaks of his attachment to the Lord’s
house. In His sanctuary there are spiritual blessings to
be obtained by His appointed means; the minigtry of the
Word, accompanied by the effectual workmg of the Holy
Spinit. We come to His housé to receive heavenly com-
fort, bo.hear the Word of God- with its message of pardon,
fo'rg'xveness and - eternal life. Many have been converted.
im his place In the text we see: What God Is To Us a'nd
Wiha:t Gol Will Do For Us.

God is our Sun. He is the One who enlighitens dark
minds, just as the natural sun disperses the-gloomy hor-
rors of the night. Man’s understanding- is veiled with
thick darkness, his mental vision is clouded, he does not
-realhze the. exceedmg--s'mflulmess of sin. What a change
is wrought in the soul by the illuminating grace of God!
We perceive 'the en'onmnby of -gin, we discover our danger
-and see ourselves as we are in God"'s gight. Has that ray
of light entered intto your soul? Has it peneltm‘bed your
<. darkness ? That ig the d'emgn of the Gospel, to open the
eyes of the blind and *bo tarn them from darkness to
light.

; The sun is tthat thlldh makes tthe soil prodaudblve So
is- Christ 'the source of all our fruiffulness; without Him
'we are harren. So, too, does the sun bring joy, comfort
and pl‘easanit relief. When the Sun of righteousness
arises in our hearts with healing in His wmgs and He
enters the soul in regenemtlmg grace;- there is Joy, ‘peace
and saftisfaction. -

Our God is a Shield. We 'have need of pwtectlon and.

- .. defence. Qur God will defend us from the spear and sword .
of tthe ‘Adversary, from.the sword of Divine wrath, from
the moral law and from all our ‘spmfbual foes: ‘We Ehave
full protectlon in H1m

Whait “will ’dhe Lord do fm'. 'us" He wul'l guve us grace

‘Lioving thie praise of men can send one on

We are not to glory 'in ithe praise of men,

-, ~
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and glory. The grace of God ig an mwmpa'rable gift; it
is absolut'e'ly' indispensable. ‘It brmgs -His ‘galvation foo
the believing soul. . We need saving, persevering, protect-
ing and seasonable grace, and He has-said, “My grace is
sufficient for thee.” But all of God’s fa.vour does not _
terminate here; God will give “us grace-here and glory
hereafter. Grace is lthe bud, glory is the-bloom; grace is
the dawn of ‘the day, gﬂory i3 the ghining of ltjhe sun in
its strength, He who receives ithe grace of God will also

- receive the glory of- God. The glory 'which our loved re-
" deemed ones are enjoying will some day-be ours: “And m
the meamtlme, “No good thing will he wrﬂhfhold from them *.
that walk uprightly.”

JARVIS STREET CHURFH CALENDAR

SUNDAY
9.45

~

Bible_ School for every‘"ody, from grandfather
to the baby..
Morning Service.
_Afternoon Class.
Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel .
6.00 (Open-Air Service in Allan Gand'enus - T
*7.00 Reguiar- evening serv1ce
7.30-8.30 Broadcast CHWO—Oakvxlle (1250)

TUESDAY . *
.8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Bible School
followed by the teachmg of the lesson at 8.45.
THURSDAY. - . . .
2.830 Senior Dorcas Sewxng Meetm& .
65.30 Junior “Doréas Séwing Meetmg .
- 8.00° Bible Lecture by. Dr.H.C. Slade .
FRIDAY-
7.00 and 8. 15—Jumor and Semor chou' practxces v

SATURDAY *
8.00 Gmt Weekly Pnyer Servu:e in Greenwey Hall

11.00
4.30
6.00
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“What Shall l Render Unto the Lord?"

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields ~ ’
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptwt Ohurch, Toronto, Sunday mommg, March 8tJh 1926

N . . .

YHE-preteding verse says, *‘I sa'nd in my haste, All men
are liars.”
cynicism. There are many people who are troubled with
the habit of thinking about other people’s defects. I used
to have a deacon here who once remarked to me, “I am
never very comfortable with peop]e who are supremely
concerned about, other people’s sins.” None of us are.
It is very easy ‘o look abroad and say, “All ‘men are
liars” — and you will not be very far from the itruth when
you say ‘that. But 'the cure for cynicism is praise; and
the inspiration of pmusle, a consideration of what God
has done for you.

- “What shall I render unto the Lord for all hls‘beneflta
toward me?”’ I shall not preach a sermon in the ordinary
sense this morning. I desire only Ibo stir up your pure
minds by way of remembrance — éspecially to stir up
my own - that we may together remind ourselves of
some of iﬂhe Lord's benefits; and of our wbligafion to
~ render something to the Lord for His benefits. By the

day of the month I stood in this pulpit, for the first time
- in my life, fifteen years ago last Firiday, March 6th, 1910.

I happen to remember it so distinctly because it was

the date of my father’s birthday. There are a few of

you here to-day who reniember that day — not very many, -~

but there are spme. These fifteen years'have been years

The psalmist 'betraye a tendency toward.

(Stenographically Reported) G -
“What shall I render unto-the Lord for all his beneﬁts toward me?”.

—Psalm 116 12,

1 am really saxved,_ for ithe absolute assurance of fit. ’I‘fhéx"e
are so many people who have no assurance; so many
churches lt\o-d'ay are full of people who have no definite

‘religious experience, in whose lives God .is mot in any

sense a real factor. What a Dblessing it is to be saved!
There is a danger of losing the bloom of our Ohimﬂtlan
experlence, of 'pumbmg the “happy day. when Jesus washed”
our sins away ’ oo far in the past. I ask you everyone
this morning lhere on the ground floor, are you saved? —
really, unquestionably, beyond all possibility of doubt,
children of God? “And if children, then heirs; heirs of .
God and Joml'o-!heuns with. Christ.”. If that be true, you
ought 'to be. saying “Ha’llle]quaW" whether you have a
bank account, whether you live in a palace or a hut —

if you are meally saved, that is the greatest benefit that

eaven itself can confer upon you. (“Haillelujah !”-“Praise

" the Lord:!”) And what of the crowd in the gallery? How

“for an up-to-date C'h'rzstw,n experience.

very full of the blessmg of the Lord, and full of trouble, -

t0o. ~Praise God for trouble! -
. Him.\

It br*ung's us closer to

. a -I- . N

But 1 shall not speak of troubles this- morning; but of
the BENEFITS OF THE LORD. What a marvellous
Benefactor He ig! That is what Godis to us — a Bene-
factor. Not a great Judge! We no longer fear Him as

" such; nor even as a great King, although we glory in-

‘His sovereignty — but as a-divine Alponer, as a Bene-
factor of infinite grace Who daiily loadeth us with bene-
. fits. Some of you have come here this morning not deel-

“ing very well, perhaps, in body; ‘it may be there is some- .

one here like a little girl I once knew who said she had
a. pain in her temper (a very bad place to have a pain) ;
for one reason or another, you are feeling not particu-
Tarly disposed towand praise and thanksgiving. I should
_ ke to stir up'your minds, if I can. Bult.lﬂhlere'are many
others whose hearts are full of gratitude and their
'dungues with praise; and I hope that before the servme
is ended we shall all have, as our Hmdiu friend said a
little while ago (I am glad you had him with you again
in my absence),’ “plex}ty hallelujah” in our hearts. .
“What shall T render unto the Lord for all his benefits
toward me?” I ghall make it personal and use the €irst
person singular a few times this morning. And the very
first thing for which I am profoundly thankful .is that

s N
-

many of you are saved? You have the greatest of all
benefits that Heaven can confer; and' we. ought this
morning to be full’ of thanksgiving and praise, first of

all, for that great experience — for having passed from -

death unto life, and for having been made children of
God.

And then another tlhmg Tam especmllly gratd'u‘l to God

people have a Christian experience of rather ancient date.
But it is a great blessing to know that God is doing some-
thing for us here -and now, every day; that we are our-
welves the subjects of & supernatural Power; that He
'h'ears us, He answers us, He helps us, He inspires us, He
commissions us, He supports us, surrounds us with His -
angels, cares for us, never forgets wus, fills' our cup to
overflowing all the time up to ”uhii-s-verry. date — what is
it? the eighth of March, 1925, That is a benefit, to have
a Christian experience ”dhait will bear date Anno Domini,
March eéighth, hineteen hundred and twenity-five. Ils that
the date of your experience, up to this minute, a real
Saviour Whe Yis here and now with us? That tis a glorious

‘thing, to be-able to give a testimony that we know that ,

is so, fis it not? You are of no use tto any church if you
cannot do that. If a church were to. lose five hundred
members whose experience is dated in the past, not up-
to-date, they would lose nothing at - all, It is the life that
xls lived in fellowdhup with God, and through which the
vemy power of God is lﬂhrdbbmg that will bring things to
pass. -And. fvor 'Hluat benefit, let us be full of praise 'hhxs
morning.

And I wanlt o0 name -another beneﬁl't that came o me

" with: real power and joy in.‘the West. T told the people

out West that’'God, in His great- mercy, had permitted

me 'to be Pastor of a people who believe in prayer, who .

have an experience of God's faithfulness in answering

R W o -

A great many .

-~
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prayer every 'day; and that I knew of one church in whose

" membership there is not a shadow of a shade of a ghost

of a doubt about the supernaturalism of the Chmistian
religion, because we are experiencing it evegy day we
live. Is it not so? (“Amen!” “Hallelujah!”) You do not

. come to prayer meeting to hear Brother Greenway, do-

you? If you did, you would not hear him, because he is
one of the most extraordinarny men I know. If an ordin-

" ary men were put in- charge of prayer meetings like-ours,

they would kill them: they would falk them to death.
But ‘God made Brother Greenway to be a leader of prayer
meetings; he knows how to let othér people do the speak-
ing. Many preachers wonder why they do not have good
prayer meetings — but they can’t give the péople a
chance: they talk allMhe time themselves. And you cer-
tainly do not come o prayer meeting to hear the Pastor
talk. He does his share on Sunday, but he _does not do
much of it in prayer meeting. But here ‘s the secret of
it. What-do you come to prayer meeting for? Mo .praise

and to pray. But Who is tthe attraction? The presence o;t'

_the Holy Spirit. I used to say — I have not said it for

a long time, but I will say it again this morning — we
offer you at: 'ﬁlfuelse meetings the attraction of heaven
itself — the presence of the Lord. And there is nothing
this weary world needs to-day like a testimony to.this
effect, that our God lives, and, that He will answer His
people when they pray

,I said just fiow that I am profoundly ltﬂlankf«ul for the
privilege of ministering to a people whom God has led
by a wonderful way into the depths, and through the
depths, and through the very flames of fire; but in His
own way, leading us to see ‘that God can be depended
upon, that He will hear when His people' cry. And if these
occasional excursions abroad have’ any value at all, it is
because of ithe prayer meetings at home. I, as a min-
ister, have comg increasingly to take this. point of view:
I care little if @ man can preach like an archangel, I have.
not patience to listen ‘to hiiy preaching unless I know lhe
has stood as God’s messenger and has’ put his gospel to’

" the proof, and has seen it work, and has seen God demon-

\

strate the truth. of the gospel iin the salvation of souls.
I cannot listen tto men who go here and there merely talk-
ing, unless they have the testintony of a well-kept garden,
of tlie vineyard of the Lord, in which the tender vines
flourish. We are coming to the day when people will not
be w1lhng to listen to men at all unless they are proving
by their ministry that these things are true. When we
have seen the gospel work in the lives of the people, we

. may exhort others to call upon God for a like blessing.

Then we can say, “Get down before God, and receive- heav-
en’s bleslsunn ; and’ nothing shall be impossible to you.”

That is my testimony wherever I go. I used ito dread
to gio anywhere. I became weary of being introduced as,
“The Pastor of Jarvis Street!” One might almost think

that an ardhangel would count it a.privilege %o be an

usher in “Jarvis Street”. And then when the service was

" over, someone would come forward and say, “I am glad

o see you; you have a wonderful church, have you not?”
I tried to be loyal and I would say, “Yes.” There are
some wonderful things that are not particularly attrac-
tive! Anotther would say, “You have a great many wealthy
men in your church?” I used to feel like saying, “So they

.. say. I'don’t see much of their wealth, bult some members

of ‘my-churdh are reputed 'to be wealthy.” Another would

-vemark, “Jarvig Street has a wonderful choir.” Oh, you

them: they are not offended at all. Most choirs would get
up and walk out if anyone suggested they were other than
first. ‘The fact is, Jarvis Street was famous for almost
everything but. the presence and power of ithe Holy Ghost.

Yet that is what the church ought to be celebrated for,
beling a channel through which the mighty power of God
flows.. And unless a minister has a church like that he

had better stay at home and preach until God sends a |

‘revival. Thait is one of God’s benefits to me: that He has
permitted me to be the Pastor of a church in which God
'ﬂhe\Holy Ghost " works 'miracles of grace - continuousily.
How many of you who are here this morning have been
‘baptized into the fellowship .of this church in the last
three years? (A large number‘mse to their feet). How-

many have come ‘in by lette¥ or experience in that time?

, (Many more rose).- That is-fine, thank you. The church
_oughit ito be the workshop of the Holy Ghost. There is
no higher privilege on earth than to belong to a charch in
whmdh ‘He works. I do riot ask you to be loya] to a.church,
you Jarvis Street members I ask you to .be loyal to
Jesus Christ; and if you are loyal ito Him you cannot be
other than ‘loy*a.l to the church where He is Lord, where
He is given first place.

Then, there is another thing for which I am profoundly

ﬁhankful in my church relationship, and that is, while we, -

have a great many babes (and we hear the mewy laughter
of mewborn souls continually; there is. no other music
in the world like that: that i the music that makes
theaven glad) I am glad we are getting a lot of spiritually
groum up folks. Last Sunday afternoon I was speaking
in the Garrick Theatre, Winnipeg; and I used a simple.
ilustration thiat came. to me at the moment, and I repeat
it here. I-was describing the modern church, my subject
being,” “The War in the Churches.” .Speaking of the kind
of man the modern pastor. was expected to be, I said he
was a kind of high-class nursémaid. The people responded,
but I repeat: ithat is what the pastor of many a modern
church is expected to be, — a high-class nursemaid wheel-
ing a metaphorical perambulator to carrysaround the re-
ligious babes, with a dainty eiderdown comforter, and a
niice little bottle of prepared m‘l]k academically approved,
-and with a collection of a 'la.'rg‘e variety of.rattles with
which tbo-please infant minds. That seems to be ith'e mod-
ern preacher’s business — to dandle the little saints, poor

lititle dimpled things, for fear they will get hurt. Instead °
.of being set free to go out and evangelize, and to lead

an army ‘in an attack against the enemy, ithe pastor of the
modern dhurch finds his time monopolized by these sup-
posed “saints”. - P

I am glad 'to be deliyered from the nnursemandls’ brigade.
I don’t belong to it atall. I am de‘lllgﬁubed tto have the
opportunity of ministering to babes in" Christ, to give

them the milk of ithe Word, and to seek, in every way, to .

build them up in the Ohristian faith; but, my dear
firiends, we need more and more to learn to stand upon
our own feet in relation to these matters. I heard a man

say in Wmm'peg last week what I heard a woman say in

different words twenty years -ago. They were talking
aboult the difficulty of finding food for themselves, of
“finding an heroic ministry and a declaration of the whole
counsel of God; and this man got up and said, “You
know, brethren, I experience all these difficulties like
tihe rest of you ; but I want to give it : as my ‘testimony. that
the g‘realtesit times I have ever had in my life have been
in' my. owh~room with my, Bible, when.I have bowed be-

. - dhoir folk here, you are very humble people' Just. look at fore God- land wsked the Ho'ly Sphrvt ito be my Te-ac'her and

3
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He has taught me more ‘than any pneachler I have ever
had.”

I beg of you: .do.not depend on: your preacher. If your

preacher does not-give you a “thus saith the Lord”, learn
from 'God Himself. Try ithe.spirits; do as the noble
Bereans did who searched the ‘Scriptures fo -see if these
things were so. I would like to -have every member of
this church so instructed, so established, in the Word of
the Lord that all will know their Book so that they will
Jmow where to find something to eat: when they need it;

so thalt if they arie kept away from the house of God ‘they
will get their own meal, and when the Pastor is away
-ﬁhsey will come to the house of God not only to be zfe_d, but
to give blessing to others. That is what this church is for.
Lett us minister to orhhers let it be our highest, holiest,
ambition 'ﬂhwt thiis ¢hurch 'slhall be a marching army, every
man of it 4 man of war fit for the battle. That will be a

" glorious ithing, and nothing can stand against us. Then

it will not matter whether the Pastor is away or not!
But he is not going to ask to be excused; he will not go
away any more than he is absolutely obliged to do.

.But brethren and sisters, I pause here to say this: I
found in the West a. company of men, splendid men who
love the gospel, who are preaching it with all- their
might, and who dare w1111ng to die for the truth of the
gospel. And I found in the Weest, too, some men who
profess the gospel, who are orthodox in their preaching,
buit who, for a mess of pottage, for position, for the fa-
vour of men, failtbo take an uncompromising stand for the
falith. That is strong laniguage; but I fear-it is not too
strong. When you analyze the organization of the Bap-
tist Union of Westéern Canada, you will come to see there
is lititle thope for our Baptist work in Wegbern Canada
until thie constitution of that machine is changed. Tt is an
'hlllenamohy in which the churches cannot register their
opinion at all. How in'the world some of these Western
men have st down under that thing and allowed it to be
imposed upon them, I“do not know. But I have said in
THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS — and I am going to send out
* hundreds of copres to the West —— that the war ison. It
. is the same in other denominations: Anything for peace!
- Anything for pha-ce and position! The substitution of
policy for principle! "Oné dear Baptist brotther out there
had beén down in Toronto talking with a gentleman here.
And this brsther had waid, “You know, Mr.- $6- anndv-So it
is men like you and I who suffer most from the { propa-,
ganda of Dr. Shiélds. We believe ithe* truth, and’ we preach
the truth: and it is men of our sort who suffer through
suchi propaganda'" And this prea;dher got up to say that!
I replied, “That s true, that is perfectly true. I am out

" . to make ‘the man who plays double suffer for his double

.

dealings as he ought to suffer; and to strip the. mask
off men who profess orthodoxy when in orthodox com-
pany, and then turn around and absolutely sell themselves
and their souls ‘to the Devil, it seems tto me, rather_than
lose the favour of a few people.” ! -

“What shall I render unto the Lord for all-his benefits
toward me?”’ You know, I believe this gospel 'is so precious
that it is worth fighiting for. It positively is worth fight-
mg for! Ihada letter from Dr. Riley, and hie said, “Send
‘me an article, send two of them.” So*1 wrote a couple of
articles, one of which I may publisi'in THE GOSPEL WIT-
NESS, on “The Intolerance of Faith”. That is a great

. truth, the intolerance of faith. When you believe the

gospel, and know that it is the gospel, and know that there
is no other gospel than that gospel, you cannot tolerate

\ *
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that thing which is contmary to it.. That which pmfesses- .

belief yet tolerates that which fis opposed bo 1't is. not
belief in the gospel at all.
II. . o

“WHAT SHALL WE RENDER?” There is only one
thing you can render, only one safe |ﬂhmlg you: can- do,
my dear brother, in these days, and that is to get Sust
a8 close to Jesus Christ as you possibly can. That ds the
only safe place. I meta man in the West whom I used to
know ttwenty years ago. Wi used to walk to the house.of
God together, and took s'wee't counse] together. We never

‘met but we taltked about the things of Ged. To-day he

does not believe that God has spoken at all. Two or three

years ago when I met him on the tirain and quoted Scrip- .
ture to him, he sneered; and I sdid, “I suppose you do not

believe in revealed re]ug‘lofn‘r’" He replied, “If you mean

extra-mundane revelation, I do not.” He believes that

.:lﬂh-e only revelation of 'God is in natire, and that the
measure of your understanding is’the measure of your

own discovery. I met him again this last week, and as I

-shook hands with him he sneeringly said, “Well, I sup-

pose you came out here to straighten ithings up, did you?”
And I said, ‘“No mortal ¢an straighten up whatt you have
spent twenty years to destroy. I canmot do that, nor
anybody else. But there is One Who can.” And as I

walked away. I said to myself, “Liet him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall.” “Blessed art thou,
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it
untto thee; but my Father which is in heaven.”

And if :it be so that, like lititle dhllldmen, we are able to
take God’s Book and believe it, it 'is not. because we are
beltter than others, but because He ‘has, in His mercy,

revealed it.to us; if- we have not turned our backs upon -

thie Cross, it is not because it was not in us to do -it, but
because He loved us with a love 'ﬂhaxt would not let us go;
and if it be so ithat we have had answers to prayer, it is
because He called us to prayer, and the Spinit within
made intercession with groanings that cannot be uttered.
In other wonrds, there is not a thing that we have, that
comes to us, individually or qulllee‘bively, that has not ¢ome
from His abounding grace: it is because of His benefits

toward us — not because of oul merits, but of His bene-

fits. And the great questtion I am asking myself is, “What
shall I render unbo the Lord for all his benefits toward
me?” Why did He not let me go? Why did He not let me
run the course of folly as so many have done? I do not
know why, except that He must have had some great
purpose. And I feel ‘this mornrmg that I want o ‘give
myself to Him afresh.

I never did feel tthe importance of our work as I do this
morning. If the fires were to burn down upon our altar,
many people all over this Continent would suffer. -You
people who are mot Jarvis Street members, don’t be of-
fended ; but I have found ithis — I have found '1t in the
United. States, I have found it in Western Canada, I have
found it among people who have never seen Jarvis “Street
= that people are saying, “Sometimes we had begun to
wonder whether the days of conversion were past; whelth-
er the days of prayer meetings, ithe days of spmltual
power and blessing, could ever come again. We saw none
of it. Theh we heard of Jarvis Street, and we heard that
God thad visited His people yonder; and we have been
praising the Lord and praying for like blessing.” That

‘would sound like boasting, that would sound egetistical,

if T had noft Bried to make it clear this morning. But i

-~ '
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' -that be so in our midst, it is not because we are any

* better than other churches, but- only, because it has

pleased God, for some reason, known only to Himself, to -

choose this place asa place o d'emonst:ra'te whiat He can
‘do for those who putt their trust in Him. ~Now if that is
so, we ought o lie very. low at His feet; we ought to be
very much afraid lest something should come thait would
diminish or lessen the tide of power and ‘blessing. And
shall we renew our vows? We are nearing the end of our

.church year. Shall, we make these remaining - three ‘Sun- -
diays, by our renewed consecratiion and the wmplete sur-

_ Tender of our spirits.to God, the most blessed Sundays we
" have ever known? Shall we surrender all to Him? ~

I am not going to talk aboult our material things. A
brother said a very kind and frank thing to me the other
“I Iﬂh'imk,'Paﬂbor, you ought 1o talk ‘to the people_ a,

joys of the thns'tlam life comes from giving. And,” he

san'd: “T believe you oug*hlt tbo talk to the people a ll’r,‘t',leO

"more about the joy of giving.” It iga joy to give; it is-a
joy to give presents, o ithose whom we love. It is a.joy
_to court. It s not a dlulby, it is a privilege, Coming to

prayer meeting is not a duty; it is a privilege. Shall we

not anew take our stand on ithe side of Christ and begin

-réndering to ithe Lord for all His benefits? — not paying
for them, byt trying ‘to say, “Thank you”; by our offer-.

ings and our gifts endeavouring to show wha't' God has

“done for us. Then God will“bless us.

Afd now o you who .are not Christians: You have had

" .a great many benefu'ts, too. You are here in health and

strlengﬁh, and dive in this land of privileges; and you

. have heard ithe gospel again and again. You are almost

decidedto be a Christian. - I wonder how many this morn-

ing lel yield 'ﬂh'efmslelves wiholly to ﬂhe Lord -as we sing,

“Alas! and did my Sfawlouvr bleed ?
'And did my Sovereign die?. - }
Woilld He devote that sacred head ..

" Forsuch a worm as I?”
N e

" STUDENT LEADS REVIVA-L IN BAGDAD"

Lay Missionary Preaches Message of Salvation
: . Many Mosiems Among Converts '

AGDAD Iraq—For the first trime in hllsbory an evan-
gelical revival has come to the ch*lef city of this
closed Moslem land. " Nearly 100 persons, many of them
Moslems, have publically confessed Christ as -Saviour
here as a result of the" fervent preaching of Maurice

- Hanna, a foreign student from ﬂhe Unll'bed Stabes of

America.

No new. Christian missionaries are being admltbed by
the Iraqi government, although a few who have been here
for many years are being allowed to stay on'temporarily.
The official policy of the Moslem-controlled government-

is to hinder and restrict ﬁhe entrance or spread( of Chris-
‘tianity in Iraq. .

But Hanna gamed admittance on the grourmds that He

-.was nof a mussmnary buit a -bona fzde foreign s'tudenlt en-
rolled. at the American Umvemshty in ‘Beirut, Lebanon.- .

_ Government, officials know that to restrict his activities

would cause an international’ 1ntc;dlent involving the
hundreds of Iraqi students now 'in America. So they
have allowed Hanna to. have unbridled freédom to speak
whatever or wherever ‘he pleases here in Bagdad -
- His first meeting was "held in a large hall connected

s, - . \

N

. Supper wdl be serv,ed

to the pnvate ‘home of one of 'Hh»e fe'w Ohristian families
_in this cjity. The atmosphere was tense as Arabs, Assyr- -

. jans and- Armenfians crowded'in fo see Wha:t the foreigner
had to say." ,

- -With grea:t power an-d ébnvucblon, Han'na dtmve home o
them:the reality of the presence of Jesus Christ in his
“life.* On 'ﬂhe ‘spot, @ keen young Mosleém school teacher

'decuded fo¥ Christ, -and at the rigk of ‘his -lifé took a -

_,pru'b'hc stand< for the Saviour, Encouraged by this evi- .
dlen'ce of “the surpernvaltura‘l ‘work of the Holy Spirit, a
number of others also oonfessed Christ, mosﬂ'. of them
being Assymans-

There are three small dmnches« in Bagdad, the Arabic,
Asgyrian and the Armenian. Al are lifeless, discouraged -
and worldly. But when lﬂhey saw ithat the hand of God

-

-was evidently upon Hanna’s ministry, the Assyrian church ¢

invited him to hold a week of meetings for fthem.. The
attendance grew each night and by ithe -end of the week
the building was packed out. People of all ages and all
walks of life. went forward at Hanna’s invitation to take
.their stand for- Christ. - One was an ex-general of the
Syrian Army.. Even the mterprete'r, who was the main
elder of the ch'urc'h broke ‘down 'in tears and confessed
that he did -not know the. Land"Allbogerﬂher there were
movre than 50 decisions for Christ at the Assyrian-church.

The following week Hanna spoke at a meeting for the

young people’of the Arabic church and 16 more decisions
for Christ were recorded. -

IAll of the-new converts were enrolled immediatbely m s

‘follow-up classes at which they were required to use note-
books and Bibles. The following niight an elder of the _
-church arose 'in the service to rebuke Hanna for preaching
that men are sinners-in need of a Saviour. - He was an
" extreme liberal who was hostile toward evangelism. How-

* ever, Hanna eontintied to preach fanﬂhﬁu!lly night by nighit

- unitil people began to break down in tears and open ttheir
hearts to Christ. During the last meeting a total of 26
crowded to the front of ithe church to publically take their
stand for Christ. The followm-g night Hanna held a final
two-hour period of instruction for the ma.ny converts and
the c¢hurch was filled with people carm'ymg notebooks and
Bibles. Then he returned to his classes in Beirut leaving

- in his wake a company of new-born babes ‘in Christ. Thus,”

- Bagdad had experienced the first breath of revwal in thns

or any cenbury .

—Fro'm The International Student, org'an of The Inter-
na!tlomal ,Student, Inc.,” the Mission with which Mr.
‘Calvin Ohao is assocmted -

| Mav 20 RALLY

BETHANY . BAPTlST CHURCH
HARRISTON -

2. 30pm—-—Rev.R J. Reed B.Th.
730pm—Dr H.C. S|ade )

COME AND ENJOY THIS SPIRITUAL,
o FEAST. :

.
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THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST LR
' " By Rev. James A. Stewart, '

“For this was the pmpose of Chnst's dying and coming to life, to be Lord both of

dead and of living.”—Romans 14:9 Weymouth.

“Heaven’s Official Announcement:

“Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made Him; FERN
thls Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”—Acts 2:36 J.N.D. . o

“Therefore let the whole house of Israel know beyond all doubt that God has made

- : "L - :

.o - ,SHI’F.T,I'NG THE.EMPH'ASI.S_-‘ .

DURING the past thirty.years we, have noticed. a
gradual, subtle shift in the emphasis of the “Gospel

of the glory of Christ”, which amounts to-a complete

pervension of dthe blessedj evangel. ' The emphasiy in our

modern day evangelism has shifted from that of the lord-

ship of Christ to an easy “believism’. - This shifting of
~ the emphasis has led to an adulterated Gospel and changed -
ﬂhe message and the minigtry of the Church. )
- Both movements and men have so often given the im-

. pression that the acceptance of the Lordship of Christ is
a-second experience of grace, or a sort of optional adden-
dum to the Christian life. Peter declared_in this apos-
tolic message, “Him hath God rexalted with his righit hand
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Aects 5:81). Christian
workers today have réversed this Seriptural order and set
“forth Christ as Saviour. first beforé His office as Prince.
This teaching is mothing less than a complete sell-out fo

- cihal'lengedl

the world, Modernism and' Satan. So great has been the .

perversion- that many congrejations are astounded when
they hear the true Gospel of the lordship of Christ. They
believe that we are preaching a new gospel. We know
of a certain faithful evangelist who is preaching the same
old Gospel which was taught him 4$n his denominational
seminary twenty-five years ago. Today that same evan-
gelist, with his message, is rejected by the evangelical
dhurches of that denomination. And for what reason?
" They accuse him of preaching a new _gospel which is but
the old Gospel of the Lordship of Christ.
v Satanhas employedl every se'dvuctwe and decepltlve force
at 'htis command to cause God’s messengers to by-pass, or
omit altogether, the lord»smp of the Redeemer. The reas-’
ons for this change of emphasis are not difficultto unden-
stan'd May we mention some:,_

F1rdt b“ney want o preach a popular gospel of easy “be-
. levism” in order to attract the world to God’s message.
" They set forth the joy of belonging to Christ, while de-
liberately omitting the dark background of man’s total
depmmty -The finference is thus: “'I\ha:t whiich our fath-
ers taught ig old,fashmned They had & narrow view_of
ithe Gospel. "It isn’t necessary o give up the pleasure of
the world and 8in. Just believe and be saved.”
‘Second, many honest aid sincere Christian workers are-
so anxious to rescue lost men and women from eternal
_ damnaltion that they seek ito meet the sinner half way.
“Yes, it is true,” they say, “that Christds King of kings
and Lord of lords, but don’t let tthat upset you. You need
‘not receive Christ as Lord mow; just receive Him as
Saviour and all will be well.” How many, times have we
been severely pained when some eager evangelist or per-
‘sonal worker has cried out, “Do you believe that? Then

Pl

‘Him both Lord and Christ — t'hls -Jesus whoin you crucified.” (Weymouth) -

‘you are nsaved'" Sucrh a parody of fbrultlh mulstt not _g0 un-
A sinner can “believe that” and go to heli.
A sinner can believe John 3: 16 and other Gospel palssages

‘and still go to hell. ’

Third, in our feverish haste to multiply results by mass
production, we lower the standard of the Gospel proclama-
tion. 'This is a great day of rehgwus madchinery, and the
machinery must show huge; immediate results-for its
. propaganda and organization. As never before the Chris-
ttian press iy panting after sensational news of great re-
-sults from our evangelistic €hdeavours. Unlike our Mas- -
ter ‘many workers fail to warn their audiences to count
the cost (Duke 14:25-33). A preacher’s success is judged
today ma'm'ly by the size of the crowds he draws. In -
John, chapter six, the Saviour preached His crowd away !
“Many thierefore . ... when they had heard . . . said, This
is an hard saying ; who cahn hear it? From 'thalt time many °
... . went' back, and walkedl no more wwh 'hum" (John
6: 60 66).

Fourth, as a sop to Modernism we fhlave compromxsed
There 'is a definite’ diabolical master-plan ito wed evan-
gelical Christianity ‘to Liberalism. In order to do this-
ithere must be a _g-round of union, and: so the doctrine of
the lordship of Christ is thrown overboard.- These Mod-
ernists deny. the. fundamentals of ithe Christian faith.
Like the Communist in the use of ‘the word democracy
these deniers of the Faith have comed-~e'vangel'1cal phrasesa
* They have now their own evan'gelhrs'ts conducting their .
own evangelistic.campaigns. They will unite. with Funda-
mentalists in union campaigns with popula/r evangelists,
but we soon discover that “Their rock is not as our Rock”
(Deut. 32:81). It soon becomes evident that what they
believe concerning the inspiration of the Scriptures, and
the death of Christ, and the contents of the blessed Gos-
_pel, is not ithe same as our evangelical Faith.

On every hand we are told by evangelicals in this God-

. dishorouring compromise that we must be charitable and .

not judgethe belief of others. “After all, dodtrine s not
- so important: the ‘salvation of souls is the all-important
aim.” Oné evil leads to another. W!hen you d«eny the lord-
shup of Christ .in this compromise, “then other evils are
allowed in. For example, we know of an outstanding
evangelist who declared that although he personally be-
lieved_in the virgin birth of Christ, it was not an essen-.,
tial ‘belief o gdlvation. Others are taking part in evan-
“gelistic efforts with evangelicals who do not believe in
the first five books of Moses as the inspired Word of.
God. Others do -not believe in the atoning, penal death
of Christ. ~
The obvious effect of this uniholy wedllock is the lower-
ing of the standard of the -experience of regeneration.
Amnother well- lknown evangelist heatedly insisted that
. some of the sexiest Hollywood film 'stars were born-again
Christians. Whatt blasphemy! How the angels must weep!
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The conclxuszon to this situation i8 quite logzca,l If we
can eompmmmﬂe with these Phiilistiries for a month or six

. weeks in an evangelistic effort, and it is«well plea@mg to

God, then surely we can continue to compromise ‘with
them for a life-time. Why not be charitable and invite

them #o become principals of our seminaries and Bible -

schools, serve on our foreign mission boards, and preach

. at our Keswick and holiness conventions?

The desperate need of the hour is for another Charles
Haddon Spurgeon to sound the alarm, and raise the ban-
ner of God, and fight the foes of the Gospel. The Samsons
do not like it revealed that it was Spurgeon’s bafttle with
the religious Philistines that broke his héart and sent
him to an early grave. It was the failure of evangelicgl
leaders to stand with him in stemming the awful tide of
false doctrine in evangelical circles thalt caused himto
pass through great comflucts with Satan which few have
experienced. - )
‘ . : .

THE TRUE MOTIVE* )

The grand désign of the blessed Gospel is the glorifying
of God.and the exalting of His beloved Som. When Wil-
liam C. Burns was leaving Scotland for China, a man
said to him, “I suppose you are going to convert the
Chiinese.” “No,” Mr. Burns replied, *I am going .to

China to glorify God.” Yes, thiy is ﬁhe g'rand design of

all Gospel preaching.

We ‘invite ithe reader o carefully ponder over the fol-
lowing words of A. W. Pink, on their knees before God.
They are startling, but trie. “If the evangelist fails to
make. the glory of God his paramount and constant aim,
he is “certain to go wrong, and all his efforts will be
more or less a beating of the air. When he makes an end
of any motive tto be less ithan. that, he is sure to fall into
errdr, for he no longer gives God His proper place. Once
we fix -on ends of our own we are reddy to adopt means
of our own. It was at this w?ery point that evangelism

fanled‘ two or three generations ago, and from that point’

it has further .and further departed. Evangelism made
the winning of souls its goal, its summum bonum, and
everything else was made %o serve and pay itribute to the
same. 'Though the glory of God was not actually denied,
yet it was lost sight of, crowded out, made secondary.
“To say_ néthing Ihle're about ‘those cheap-jack evange-
lists who aim no higher than the rushing of people into
making a formal profession of faith in order that the
membership of the chirches may, be swelled, let us con-

sider those who are inspired by a genuine compassion and "
- deep concern for the perishing, who earnesily jong and

zealously endeavour to deliver souls from the wrath to
come ; unless ithey be much on ‘their guard-they boo will
inevitably err. Unless tthey. steadily view conversion from
the way God does — lthe way in which He -is to be glori-

- fied — they, will quickly begin to compromise in the

means which ithey employ. Bent on a,tta,ining a desited
‘object, the energy of the flesh has been givenw free rein;
and supposing that the object was right, e'vangelzsts have

concluded that nothmg could be wrong which contributed .

unto the securing of that end; and since itheir.-efforts
Jappear to be eminently successful, only too many churches
silently have acquiesced, telling themselves ‘that fthe end
justifies thie meams. Instead of examiniing the plans pro-
posed and ithe methods.adopted in ithe light of Secripture,

they tacitly aeceptt them on.the ground of expediency.:

The evangelist is esteemed, not for-the soundness of his

_.meslsage, but for the vxmfbl-e results he ueoures He is

» . .

valued, not aocondlmg to Qnow far hiis preaching honours
God but according to how many souls are supposedly con-
vérted under him. - !

“Once a man makes the conversion of sinners his prim-
ary design and all-consuming end, he is exceedingly apt
to adopt a wrong course. Instead of striving to' preach
ithe Truth in all its purity he will ibong it down: in order
-to make it more palabable fo the uniegenerate. Impelled
by a single force moving.ifi one fixed direction, his object
is to make conversion easy, and therefore, favourite -
passages are dwelt upon incessantly, while others are
ignored or pared away. . , o .

“In mwemtxeﬂhmwry evangelism there has been a woe- .
ful ignoring of the solemn truth of the botal depravity of
man. Theres "hcas been 4 comple‘te underrating of the
desperate case ahd condition of the sinner. Very few
indeed have faced ithe unpalatable fact that every man
is mhoro'ugmly corrupt by nature, that be is completely
unaware of hiy own wretchedness, that he is blind, and
helpless, and dead in trespasses and sins. Because such is
'his case; because his heart is filled with enmity against
God, lit-follows that, no man can be saved without the spe-"
cial and immediate intervention of God.. Aeccording to
our: view here, so it will be elsewhere; o qualify and
modify the truth of man’s total depravity will inevitably
lead to the diluting of collateral truith. The teaching of
Holy Wit on thiis point is unmistakable. Man’s plight is
such that his salvation is impossible unless God puts
forth His wmighty power. No stirring of the emotions

_ by aneeddtes, no regaling of ‘the sénses by rmlwsllc no ‘ora-

tory of the preacher, no pex‘suanswe appeals, are of the.
slugﬂxtedt avail.”

Of course, ithe Word of de ig, not bownd nor Is the
Spirit necessarily circumseribed by tthe limitatien of the
message or 'the messenger. Indeed, such a ministry has
often been blessed to the salvation of souls. “God, in His
sovereign grace, will hear the prayers. of His believing
people and bless His Word. . The light of the Gospel may
shine into a darkened soul through a single sen'tence or
through a single veise. We have known the case of a
modernistic preacher in fthe south of Scotland who greatly
opposed evangelistic meetings, but who was the means
of the conversion of one.of his members through the read-
ing of the Scripture lesson from thé pulpit!

Neither is it suggested for a moment that every aspect
of ‘Gospel ffrutth can be _incorporated into one single
sermon. ‘Such would be well nigh an impossibility. But
it is essential that we do not omit the proclamation of the

vgovereignty of the risen Lord, w'hncﬂl is the domlinating
principle forming the background of every ‘rue, evan-
gelistiic appeal. - ,
- i
THE TRUE EMPHASIS

Wlhat then is the True Emphagis in - rﬂhe Message of
the Evangel? The very: appeltla'tlon@ of the Gospel clearly
convey its message; viz., the 'lord!sﬂmp of Christ. Here
are some of them:.

“THE GOSPEL OF GOD . 'coneemmng his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord . Declared (designated) to be,
ithe Son of ‘God wiith power ...by lbhe xPesmrrect:lon
from thg dead ” (Rom. 1:1-4).

“THE - GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF CHRIST."
(11 Cor. 4:4.R.V.).

“THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST »
(II ’I‘hessx 1:8).

2 J
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It ‘is striking to _notice that the lordship of Christ is
never divorced from His saviourhood. Wherever He is
prese\nted o us in the pages of the New Testament as

our preciouss Saviour, He is also memblonled' as " God's

anointed One.
“GOD my, SAVIOUR.” (Luuke 1:47).
“A PRINCE and a SAVIOUR.” (Acts 5:31).
“GOD our SAVIQUR.” (Tit, 1:8). .
“The LORD J ESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR " (Tit.
1:4).
“'I‘ne SAVIO'UR,_ the LORD J ESUS CHRIST "
(PIh!Ll 3:20).

The angelic declaration sums up the person of our Re---
deemer: “A SAVIOUR, which is CHRIST THE LORD”
(Luke 2:11).

Inthe New Testament the word Sawviour occurs twenty-
four times, eight of which refero God the Father as our
Saviour. The word Lord occurs five hundred and twenty-
two times; Lord Jesus thirty times;-and the Lord Jesus
‘Christ eighty-one times. In tthe book of The Acts our
precious Redeemer is called Saviour only twice — “Him
hath God exalted .. . to be a Prince and a Saviour” (Acts
5:31); and, “Of 'ﬂhms man'’s seed hath God according ito
hiis promise raised unto Israel a Saviour” (Acts 13:23).
On the other hand it is' amazing to notice that the title,
“Lord” fis mentioned ninety-two times; “Lord Jesus”
thirteen times; and the “Lord Jesuy Chriist” six times;
m the same book \

-rouglhout the Acts of the Apostles we find tha~t
Jesus is presented as the risen, glorified Christ at the
Father’s right hand. “This Jesus hath God raised up,
whereof we are all witnesses. Therefore being by the '
‘rightt hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth
rﬂhls, which ye mow see and hear. For David is not
ascended 'into the heaveng; but he saith himself, The
Lord salid unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until
I make thy- foes rtihy- vfootsﬁool Therefore let all the house
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord .and Christ”
(Acts 2:32-86). Nowhere do .we have such an insight~
into the contenits of the Gospel message as in the apos-
tolic sermons in this book. Here we see ithe titles of our
blessed Redemer used wiith the Spirit’s guidance and dis-
cretion. Here is the Gospel clear and plain. As we study
carefully, sentence by sentence, we discover that they
preached Jesus Christ as Lord. “For whait we preach is
not ourselves, but JESUS CHRIST AS LORD, with our-
selves as your servants for Jesus’ sake” (II Cor. 4:5,
R.V.). The Revised Version is more oorrecft “We preac*h

. Jesus Christ as Lord.”

We note that the emphasis is not so much on ﬂhe death
of Christ .as on His resurrection; not so ‘much on His
saviourhood as on His lordship. The Apostles’ mescage
was a three-fold message i The resurrection, the ascension,
and consequently; the lordshiip of Christ. Although it is
true that Christ said, “Therefore .doth my Father love
me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.
No man ‘takethit from me, but.I lay it down of myself.
I have power to lay it down, and I have powér to take it
again”! nevertheless, the early evangelists stressed that
it was God the F'athe1 Who raised His beloved Son f'rom
the tonib.

“Whoin God hath raised up” (Acts 2:24),
-“This Jesus hath God raised up” (Acts 2:82),
L]

" is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).

“Whom God hath raised from the dead” (Acts 3.:15).
, “God . . . 1ha-ving ra'i-s‘eld up his Son Jesus’” (Acts

3:26)."

“Jesus Christ of Nazareth .
the dead” (Acts 4:10).

“*The God of our Fafhers ramsed: up Jesus”

5:80).

“Him God raised ~u'p the third day” (Acts 10:40).

“'God . raised him from the dead’ (Aects 17:31).

w1hom God raised from

( Acts

<

Roman's dhapter ten andf verse nine is a Gospel classic -

for the ynsaved. “Because, if you' confess with your lips.
thait Jesus is Lord and believe in- your ‘heant that God

- raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (R.V.).

We see in this verse that two things are essential for
galvation — confession with the mouth and belief in the
heart. 'The heart is the symbol of 'the inner life, while
the mouth iy the symbol of the outer life. “Out of .the
abundance of the ‘heart the mouth speaketh” (Matt.
12:84). There must be a heart belief in the resurrection

_of the Lord Jesus. To believe that God raised Him from

the dead dis to believe in the finality. and ‘&fficacy of His
atoning sacrifice. To believe in the resurrection of Christ
iy bo believe that the precious blood of the Lamb silenced
the lthund'emngs of Mount Simai. To ' believe that God
raised His Son from the deéad is to believe that Christ
met the righteous claims of a holy God against the re-
pentant sinner. God \:sitamped His divine approval upon
the sacrifictal work of His Son in that He raised Him
from the dead: on the third day. This is the glorious news
of the Gospel of the risén Redeemer!.

Guilty, vile and helpless we; ~
Spotless Lamb of God was He;

“Full abonement!” can-it be?
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!

Lifted up was He to die,

“It is finished,” was His cry:
! - Now in Heaven exalted high,

Hallelujah ! What a Saviour!

The death of Christ was the payment for our sins, and
the resurrection was the receipt. “Wiho was delivered for
our offences, ands was raised again for our justification”
(Rom. 4:25).

There must be a wnfes‘non of Jesus as Lord of the life.
Although this includes' a public confession of our faith

in Christ as Redeemer, it is plainly evident from the New -

Testament that it also involves the atknowledgement of

. the entire life to live under the lordship of Christ. That

sthis confession is not a mere lip service is clearly evident
from the words of the Saviour, “Not every one that saith
unto ‘'me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that.doeth the will of my Father which
Paul warns the Corinthian
believers, “No man ¢an say that Jesus 'is the Lord, but by
the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 12:38). Only by the miracle of
regeneration and a transformed life is a man able to oall
Jesus the Lord. .

We next discover in the apostolic evangel the preaching
of an ascended Lord to the Father’s right hand in power
and glory

“Therefore Being by the.right hand of God exalted”

(Acts 2:33).

“The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob,
the God of our fathers, hath g'l'omﬁed' his Son Jesus"

(Acts 3:13).

-

-
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“’I'h-ls is the stone whldh was set at nought: of you
‘builders, which became the' lhea'd ovf lﬂhe corner” (Acts
4:11).

.“Behold, I see ithe ‘heavens -opened, and the Son 'of
" Man standing on the right hand of God” (Act-g 7:56).

The triumphant entry of our glorious Redeemer into the
scourtts of Heaven is tersely expiessed by the Holy Ghost
- in the words, “Received. up_ into, glory” "(1.Tim. 3:16).
~The Seripture affords the clearest .proof of the triumph-
.ant manner in which the Lord of Jife and glory went up
on high. In Psalm 68 there is a blessed descmptlon of the
_ glorious convoy of angels whiich attended Him ,on His
royal progress up to Heaven’s gates. For even-as when

‘He will appear the second time without sin unto salvation,

_He will be “revealed from heaven with his mighty angels”,
s (II Thess. 1:7, and Matt. 16:27), so

at His triumphant ascension. “The, dh'amdbs of God are
twenty ‘thousand, even thousands of angels® the Lord is
among them, as7in Sinai, in the holy place. Thou hast
_ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou
hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also,
that the Lord God ml'gfhlt dnwe]sl among 'ﬂhefm" (Ps. 68:

17-18).

Nor are we left without sorlpvtural mdnma'tlons even of
the blessed Lord’s reception in the courts of glory. When
He reached the gates of Heaven the celestial courtts wére,
as it were, moved at His approach, for then was accom-
plished that memorable transitién recorded in Psalm 24
as thus represented to our faith. It was as if the attend-

ant angels that formed His glorious convoy shoutedaloud -

‘befére Him as the heralds of His approach, “Lift up your

heads, O ye gaites; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;"

sand the King'of glory shall come in” (Psa. 24:7). But
from within is made "the vinquiry, “Who is this King of
glory?” The answer is given from without by tthe attend-
ants of His train of triumph, “The, Lord strong and
mightty, the Lord mighty in battle” Then comes forth-
the universal chorus from withoult and from- within, “Lift
up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlast-
ing dioors; and the King of glory shall come in: Who is
this King of glory? The Lord of 'hosbs he ig the Krmg of
glory" (Psa. 24:9,10). - o .

o

In andﬁhe'r\scnpbure -the Lord s represenlted in H'm'

glorious dscension as “the’ co-nquermg Clhms't‘ dragging at
His chaiiot wheels the infernal hosts of hell and openly

showing them to all the holy angelgs as vanquished pris-

oners. “And you who were dead in jrespasses <and the
uncircumeision of your ﬁlesh God made alive togetiher
. with him, having forgiven us all our: vtres'pasuses, having
cancelléd the bond which slbood’ag*amlslt us with fits iegaul
‘demands ; this he set ‘aside, nailing it to the cross. "He

. disarmed the principalities and powers and made a_public
example of ithem, triumphing over therm in H'1m" (Col.
2 13-15, RV) ’

' “Look, ye galints, ltlhe sight is glormus.
See the ‘Man of-Sorrows’ now:

‘ 3

. From the fight return victorious,. - - . -

\‘ " Every knee to Him-ghall bow. - !
. CrownrHim, crown Him! -
Crowns become the Victor's brow.

"Crown the Saviour! Ang'els crown Him! ~ '
Rich the trophies Jesus brings; =

_In the seat of. power enthrone Him, - -

- s . .

"algo did thousands .
upon thousands of m'ini!st,eri'ng angels aibtend upon Him |

While 'ﬂile vault of Heaven rln,g\s, N
Crown Him! crown, Him! ! :
men the Savuou'r ng of kings.”

What a glorious 'tmulﬂh is rﬁhat of rﬂhe ascension of our

-blessed Lord. It was Peter’s explanation of the phenom-
enon of Pen'becost (Acts 2:33):. Why date 'ﬂhere so few
hymns on the ‘ascension of Ohmst? ' .

Since His ascension st offwml, title is,. “The Lord -

Jedus Chiist.” ‘God hath made ithat same Jesus; “whiom
yé llxav‘cmc'lfled both Lord and Christ” (Acts '2:86).

This “is~the official royal proclamaition from Heaven.
“Him hath God exalted - . .. to be a_Prince and a Saviour”

(Acts 5:81). The na;me Jesus oceurs six hundred and .
eight-times before the a:scefmmon and only sixty-two times
arﬂberwamds It. is "used thirty times in the Acts alone,
which is about half the number, to prove ‘that- Jesus of
Nazareth is now the Enthroned One and Conqueror The
name Jesus, by itself, is mentioned in tthe Epistles thirty-_
.two times, and like ﬁhe references in the Aets is used
with deep s'xg'mﬁcamce ‘to_prove the lordship of C'hns)t
Two paSsages will suffice to illustrate this fact: .

“Wherefore God: also hath highly exallted him, and given .

him a name which lis above every name: That at the name
of Jesus-every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in eanth, and things.under the earth: And thait
every tongue 'slhouﬂd confess that JESUS CHRIST 1S
LORD, to the glory of God the Fafher” (Phil. 2:9-11);
and, “W‘hosae'ver 'belle-ve'ﬂh rtJhat Jesus'is the Christ is bom
of God” (1 John 5:1)."

occurs some eightty-one times afterwards. There ‘s a
tendency rbodva.y to declare the Saviour’s death on ‘the-
Cross for sinners and that alone! While the essential
basis of the true Gospel appeal must ever bé “Christ
crucified”, it must never léave the hearers with a cruci-
fied Christ. A The plain fact is that Christ on the Cross
can save nobody. The atoniing sacrifice of Calvary and_the

shedding of His precious blood fis the foundation of our .

salvation. But itis a RISEN LORD and that alone which

- aves. The New Testament Gospel message includes, by
‘presupposition; that C-aIVary opened up @ way whereby
a holy God could -justify a hell-deserving sinner. “Being '
Jus(ﬁlf'led freely by his ;grace through ithe rediemptnon thatt
is in Christ Jesus” (Rom 3:24). .

It“ust not- be overlooked that when Jesus is received
as Lord, He must be received as a crucified Lord. The
One Who tis now éxalted “in the midst of the. throne” is
leprwented as a_‘Lamb as it had been slain” (Rev. 5:6):
It is not as lﬂhougﬂn He: was Christ only in His sufferings
for us, and ‘s now .Lord since His ekaltation. No, He was
“the Lord of glory" when He was crucified! and it is as
. the “Lamb that iwas slain” that He now .receives the -

worshlip of the redeemed in Heaven (1 Cor. 2:9, and Rev.-

5:11,712). So then it is as the crucified Lord that He

musit reign in our hearts now. To. receive the crucified.

One as, our Lord means to be despised and rejected with

Him. We must bear the stigma and the reproach of the

Cross of Christ. The acceptance of Christ as Lord means
- also the crucifixzion of the old life of-selfishness and sin.
“They that are Christ’s-have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts” (Gal. 5: 24). If the crucified One is

. Lord of our lives, the hand that rules will be a nail-

plerced hand. He ay ‘Uhe Caprbam of dur.Salvation, wul'l

" .May16, 1957
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It is striking to notice that ithe title of “The Lord Jesus
Christ” never appears before the ascension, and that it -
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L. leadwus ina path of crucifixion and shame. That is what
it means t5 accept Christ as Lord.

~
— -

V.
.o TRUE REPENTANCE

There are MANY who w\am\t to be.saved from the con-
" msequences of their gin, who do not want to be saved from
the love of it: Many went to be delivered from sin’s curse
and sin’s wages, who do not want to bow their neck to the
, yoke of Chiist. There are many who are attracted by the
Géspel messages and see tthe way of \sal:valtlnon, who are
- oftill possessing a craving for this ‘present Bvil age. How
great the need for care, lest by an inadequate presenta-
- tion of tthe truth-of the Gospet we deceive these souls into
~ a false ‘profession! There iis a grave danger that many
people will make a mistake of substituting emotional re-
ligious orisis for' a born-again experience. To preach
Christ as Saviour without preaching Christ as Lord makes
a mockery of ithe Gospel and the entire Chrigtian life.
There must be true repentance. “If any man love the
" world, tthe llove of the Father is not in him” (1 John.
_2:15). -
To those who want tto réceive Christ-as Saviour in order
b to have a passport to Heaven, but desire o remain in
their sins and in the world, we must be faithful and de-
clare like Peter, ‘““Thou hast neither part nor lot in this
matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.
Repent” theerefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God,
' if perhaps ithe thought of thine heart may be forgiven
' ’ thee. For I perceive that thou -art in the gall of bitter-
ness, and'in the bond of imiquity” (Acts 8:21-23).

Mr. Spurgeon warns his students: “If the professed
convert distinetly and ‘deliberately declares that he knows
the Lord’s will but does not mean to attend to it, you

. are not to pamper his presumption, but it is your duty to
assure him that'he is not saved. Do you imagine that the
Gospel is magnified or God glorified by going to_ithe
worldlings and ‘telling them that they may be saved at
this moment by: simply accepting Christ ag their Saviour,
while they are wedded to their idols and their hearts are

_istill in love with sin? If I do so, I itell them a-lie, pérvert
the Gospel, insult Christ, and turn the grace of God into
lasciviousness.”

The Son of God does not save rebels. There must be
trie sutbmllssmn (repentance) before there can be salva-
tion. What a parody of the Gospel when many are told to
“trust Jesus to take them 'to Heaven when they die,” who
neveﬁbhgless are llhvmg in the practice of sin and rebellion
againgt His. laws.

Mr. George Goodman has left on record an fillustration
of the truth of the utter hollowness or utter impossibility
of claiming to rest on ‘“‘the finished *work of Christ”,
while refusing to.live under the lordship of‘ Christ: “A

, ) king has pa.rtt of his kingdom in rebellion, and in order to

 show his grace; causes mercy to be proclaimed to the
rebels on ‘their yielding to him and seeking reconciliation
on _the ground of tthe proclamation. He threatens de-
gtruetion to those who continue to defy his authority.

‘One of tthe rebels is warned of his danger, but he replies,

‘T am !in no danger;-I am resting on the proclamation; I

am sure the king is faithful. He will.never break his

promise or withdraw his proclaimed merey.’” - .

* ‘But you are still in rebellion. You are oon)bin-uing in
the course he condemns, and are indifferent to His com-
mands, and the mercy is ¢ffered ito. those who yield.’ ”

~

-~

-
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“ ‘True, but the mercy is free; there are no conditions,
and -to make conditions would be to make it no more of
grace,’ is the reply.”

“Wha’r_, should we say to such reasonling? Alas, is it not
in effect what some of us say who, while refusing Christ
as Lord, profess to trust in Him and His work for salva-
tion?” ,

Walter Marshall vwmte some three hundredu years ago,
“Why doth a man seek a pardon if he intends to go on.in
rebellion and stand out in defiance of his prince? They
seek a pardon in a mocking:way and inltend not to return
unto obedience . . . to take a part of His salvation and
leave out the -rest-? But Christ is not divided. . . . Tlhey
would be saved by Christ and yet be.out of Christ in.a’
fleshly state, whereas God doth f'ree jnone from con-
-demnation, but those who are IN Chri

“There is forglveness wiith: thee, 'ﬂhat thou mayest be
feared” (Psa. 130:4). Many of God's children forget,
when dealing with the unsaved, that the grace of God
does not give deliverance to the sinner 'from the penalty

' of his sins and then give him liberty to live a life of sin.

Paul tells us that the pardoning grace of God teaches us
to Yive a life. of holiness: “Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worrkdly Just, - we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people zealous of good works.
Thege 'things-speak, and exhort, and rebuke-with all au-
thority. Lelt no m'an despise thee” (Tit.-2:11-15). )
The teadh)mg ig clear in tihe. Epl'Stl’eS thalt if a person’
has passed from death unto life he is now under the sway
of _the lordship of Christ. “For the lovevof Christ con-

‘straineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for

all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they
which live ghould not henceforth live unto “bh'emselves, but
unto Him which died for them, and rose ag~am . There-
fore if any man be in Chryist, he is a new crealture old
rﬂhﬂngs are p_ass'edl away; behold, all things. are become
new” (II Cor. 5:15-17). The young convert is now
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT, -

Paul’s conversion is the pa,tte'm conversion of the New
Testament. His first words in his new life in Christ
were, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” Yes, -the
first word of a new-born soul is Lord. The Lord takes
control of the heart that accepts Him as Saviour and
makes known His will. The believer knows His voice and
rejoices to obey. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me” (John 10:27).

- Liet me_finish with an incident ‘in ‘my evangelistic ex-
perience. When I was preaching in the open air in Scot-
land, I invited the listening ;zrowdi to come forward and
accept the Gospel of John tin ‘my hand if they were inter-
ested or anxious to be saved. Immediately a young, girl
of fourteen years of iage came forward and received a
copy. “Why do you want tto be saved?”’ I asked. “Why do
you want to accept Christ as your Saviour?” The answer
came clear as crystal, “Please sir, I :do not want to live
a life of sin”’ John D. Wheeler, my colleague: (an aged,
experienced worker, having laboured with Dr. Torrey and .
Gypsy Smith) said that this was the finest answer ever
given to this all-tmportant question.

Oh, my fellow Christian workers, let us cease prodlmm-

ung a perverted Gospel, and preach the evangel of COM- ’

s
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.PLETE SALVATION Jesus Chrisit Lord- “The grace cf

our Lord Jesus Chrisit be with you all. Amen.”

(Copies of the booklet, “Ecumenical Evangelism”, the mes- -
sage by Mr.\ Stewart printed in THE GOSPEL WITNESS of
March 21, 1957, may be obtained from the author, Rev. James
A. Stewart, 357 Brevard Rd., Asheville, N.C., U.S.A. Price:

- 15 cents, $10 per 100). .

OUR GOAL: DECISIONS OR DISCIPLES"
By Rev. Mérle Fuller
Dlrector, nghland Lake Bible Conference
0 IOBEY is better than wacrifice. Purity is better than

possessions. Quality is better 'than qn/xantnty Man
judges by size and counts numerically. Our. God takes a

boy’s lunch and by His almighty power feeds 5,000. He .

takes the jawbone of-an ass and slays a thousand men.

He takes a rod, a mere stick, and it becomes the weapon”

of power tto the nation of Israel. They cross the Red Sea
with it and witness miracles -by its use. -

In America. today there ‘is a generation of young peo-
ple who have never witnessed nor felt the mighty power-
of the ungrieved Holy Spirit. Knowledge of -the Tnune
God is their saddest lack.

Out of this soulish, fleshly generation have comé -t'hou-

L oy : .
-sands of zealous young men and women with religious

fervor ' and often sincere convictidns. They have gone
out to reap the harvest with carnal weapons, feeling the
kingdom would be ushered in by numbers. Youth lead-
ers have -had;/'crow-dls as their goal — a mass production.
1 They have neither brought God to man nor man to God.
Men' ‘may be more e‘xpresswe and ‘more relugmws today,
but.certainly not more holy.™

. The sinner’s reconciliation to GOd‘ means a tdtal and
complete surrender, as a subject to his king or a servant
to his master. It’s the human will broken at the altar
of God. It 'is complete devotion and worship from the

helpless creatures, wicked and undone, in full submission
to ithe Person of God the Father, God t'he Son. and. God
the Holy Spirit. . -

T‘h:e Dbrominence ‘in the teaching of our Lord of dlscmle-
shiip is detected immediately. Jesus did not teach that we
would have -comfort and easy. living, but denial. He
taught His d'lls'c1ples ‘that by bearing His name they would

_have a curse and be repulsive to the world. Their worship

in spirit and truth would be obnoxious to a soulish, car-
nal mind. The natural man would not love this spiritual
devotion. J esus said, “I came not to qend peace, but a
sword.” :

If we try to grab the mas,se's 'w-iﬁh easy handouts we
will reap a generation that will crucify Christ and ‘put
Him to open shame. Their last estate will be worse than
the first, :

I am amazed when I read the seventy major points in
the doctrinal statements of Charles Finney. The de-
mands on sinners in hie day for surrender and faith would
be hard for some of our seventy-year-old saints to take
today. Most preachers would be forced out of their pul-
pits if-they started to resurrect these truths and New
Testament demands. Our, undisturbed, overfed, over-
weight, gadget-controlled age would never yield to such
demands. Nevertheless, truth never diminishes.

God does not need Hollywood crowds or signs and won- .

—
~

It is d.epr'aved, ‘hopeless,

d'ers fo prove Himself. The critical need today is fm’
young preachers who will find God and obey Him, not
use Him o get somewhere. 'Oh, may our prayer daily be
to know ‘God, to love Him,. to surrender to Him and to -
obey Him. Then as we go out to. serve, we'll go as men_
dead at the cross. We'll offer our bodies as living sacriz
fices and bear the reproach. The instlts of wicked flesh
will not grieve our pride, ego or pampered feelings. All
of this will be reckoned dead. -We will go as John the -
Baptist and preach truth. We may lose-dur hedds but we
shall-hear His “well done’

I am convinced that much of our modern-day preaching

.and evangelical activity is presenting a false Jesus.

Preachers have gushed aid carried on glorified religious .
vaudevilles; they have been jokers instead of pray-ers.
They. have appealed to ithe flesh, and the grieved Holy
Spirit could not glorify the Christ of ‘God’s Word. Young
people have céme tto altars grinning, unbroken, with unbent-
wills. Holy Ghost repentance has been almost unkn=own
Godly sorrow for sin has been ruled out and. easy, intel-
lectual believism -has been substituted. Our 'h,eno-worshlp-.
ping generation “has come to stand in front of a Jesus
who has been sold down t‘he mver with a program of slush
and g’\u'slh that must make our -forefaﬂhe'rs toss in their
graves.

I read that when Moses saw God, he fell on his knees,
When Nehemiah caught. a glimpse of the knowledge of
God, he wept Isaiah cried with soul devotion; “Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord.” Paul went blind on the Damascus
road when he saw the Lord Jesus. John fainted as dead
when he saw H1m while on Patmos. .

When our Lord. Jesus Christ is plesenlted in truth He
may not appeal to the thousands, but purity, holiness and
soul devotion.-may be restored. We may not have.so many
professions, but we’ll have possessions. We may not have
deczswns but we will have disciples.

’ —The Allionce Weekly

, ' “WHY WEEPEST THOU?"
The first words that ever Chnist spake afiter’ His resur-
rection to '‘them He appeared to, were, ‘“Woman, why weep-

. est thou?” It is a good question afiter Christ’s resurrec-

tion. What cause of weeping remains now that Christ is -

risen? Our sins are forgiven, because He, our Head and -

Surety, tath suffered death for us; and if Christ be
risen again, why weep we? If we ’be broken-hearted,
‘humbiled sinners,. that have interest in His death and
resurrection, we 'have no caluse to grieve.

—RICHARD SIBBES

e

’:' Will you help us to give wider circulation to
this issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS? Send
for copies to di§tfibu-te-amongst your friends

and others. i

-

Spet’fial price for this issue: ,
. 15 copies ... $1.00

30 ‘copies .......... L. $2.00
75 copies ... s $5.00 -

Please let-us h'ea_r.* from you at once.

-




v . e

. -

-

- -

May 16, 1957

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE .

(7 13,

~

— r -~

The Sacred Heart of Jesus

] o | By Dr. H. A. Hezlett, M.B,, India

PICTURE often found in Roman Catholic hom’es

depicts our Lord with a heart showing at the cen-
tre of his-chest. The heart is shown glow1ng with light
and from its:summit issues a cross enveloped in flames,
and ity circumference. is encircled with a ¢rown of thorns
fromy’ which drops of blood are falling. At the botéem of
ythe picture are usualy prmlted these words “I will bless
the houses in which the 1mage of my heart shall be ex-
posed and honoured.” This is a picture of ° The Sacred
Heart of Jesus”. What is this? Did Jesus speak these
words? Are they true? Certainly they are not taken from
the Bible. Then where did they come from and what is
their meamng‘?

The Cult of “The Sacred Heart”—How 1t Began

In the 17th ¢entury a French Roman Catholic nun sald
she had.a visioh of: Christ in which He showed her His
~ heart -bu-rnling with love for mankind. He also told her,
she said, that she was to start a “feast” of the Sacred
Heart to be observed every year. She believed this and
-obeyed.this vision and her efforts met with some success.
In this she was greatly ‘helped by the Jesuit Fabhel
Colombiére.

However, there drose strong opposmtlon ito this new cult
even within the Roman Catholic Church. The bishop of
Pistoria pointed out in a Pastoral Letter in reference to
this new movement that the “spirit of religion was far

removed from fetishism” and he warned his people

. against “eardiolatry”. These objections naturally
bmug'bt forth explanatory replies from those who be-
lieved in the Cult and these : seemed to satisfy most people
in the Roman C'h»urch because -devdtion to the Sacred
-Heart of Jesus soon spread rapidly. through the W'hnole of
that Church. . -

In 1856, nearly 200 years afitter.the nun Margaret Mary

- Alacoque, had told of her experience, her efforts were

. consummated when Pope Pius IX made the Feast offi-

cial and introduced it into the general calendar of the
Roman Church. The Cult got a further impetus in 1920
when the nun was canonised and she became Saint Mar-
garet Mary.

“The Sacred Heart” — - What It Means

The worship of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is meant to
. make plain Christ’s sympathy and love for us and give
an opportunity to the devotee to show his gratefulness
for this. Al Christians of course believe ‘in the lovey of
Jesus and how He poured out His life to show this, Did
He not accept the forim of a servant, live in Palestine, suf-
-fer, die and rise again and thus become our Saviour?
When we read the New Testament and ponder its mean-
ing His love for us is made as plain as can be. Why then
have the Roman Catholics made such a prominent display
of this, to, Protestants, obv"iuug truth? -

“The Sacred Heart” — Why It Was. Boosted by the
Roman Church
Dr. John Mackay of Princeton (Presbyterian World,
1955, page 150), shows that in the post-Reformation era
the Roman Church “frowned upon all direct relations with
Christ apart from the Sacrament and hierarchical con-
~

- .- -

trol. The Risen Christ was removed farther and farther
away from direct contact with human life . . . Christ was
regarded more and more as living aloof from the life of
mankind.”. He became thought of, not as “our advocate
wiith the Father” (1 John-2:1), but as someone stern who
was unapproachable without another mediator. It was .
this idea that encouraged the need for a tender Mary who.
wou!ld! plead with Jesus on our behalf. In other words

“the current conception became this: Jesus Christ, having
completed His redemptive work upon the Cmss, 'bowed
Himself out of hlnsabory ”

“In the course of time,” -oonrtln-u-es Dr.-Mack-ay, a
potént reaction topk place. When Christ began to be
regarded as standing aloof from the realities of life and
unconcerned about them an intolerable situation was
created. Men and women in the Roman tradition cried
out ‘for a view of :Christ which would bring Him closer
to their human needs. The image of the Sacred Heart

was therefore created in the 17th cen'tury to suggest
Christ’s essentidl and abiding tenderness.” In spite of
this, however, their longing has not been satisfied.because
the Cult of Mariolatry goes on m-crea:sung and developing
to rheet this hunger.

“The Sacred Heart” — What Is Wrong With It? .

The worship of The Sacred Heart is altogether differ-
ent from a simple love and gratitude to Christ. Also
there are several erroneous bhlm@s about the form the
Cult takes.

(1) It is wrong-to single out for worship the actual
fleshly organ that pumps the blood round the body. True
we speak of the heart as the seat of love but this is only .
symbolic fanguage. In the Bible we find, besides- the
heart; other organs considered to be the seat of feeling.

"

"The reins, i.e., Kidneys (in.Psalms 7:9; 16:7; 26:2, ete.),

and the bowels (Genesis 42:30; II Corinthians 6:12;
” Philemon 7:12, ete.), are examples of this. Although the
words “kidneys”-and “bowels” appear in the Authorized
and Revised versions ag literal transkations of the or 1gmal

. into Eng‘lxslh yet, in modern translations, these very
words-are usually translated as ‘heart’, "affecbions', ‘love’,
etc. But on the analogy of the Sacred Heart there is
«as much ground for a Cult of ithe Sacred Kidneys or the -
Sacred Bowels! How irreverent and repugnant!

(2) Surely it is the ‘whole character of Christ that
shows. Hig Jove — His hands that touched and healed and
that were pierced by nails, His feet which carried Him
many miles across the paths of Palestine and which too "
were bruised by the hammer and nails, His tongue which
spoke ithe very words of God,.His lap on which children
loved to sit, His eyes that laughed and wept . . .

(8) Mhere is no hint in Scripture that mlgfht suggest
the basis, for this Cult. It fis peculiar to the modern
Roman Church. Even if we admit that the nun honestly
believed she had the vigion she announced to the world,
we congider it is a crude idea unworthy of our.Lord and
we cannot think that He would choose to reveal Himself
in this way for it takes away from the New Testament .
picture of Him rather than adds to it. Further, we con-
sider that it was an abuse of authority by the Roman i

v



14 (78) -

. THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT. ADVOCATE

‘Church to cultivate this myth, emphasize it "and build
it into what ‘it is to-day. It lacks any substance of truth.
It is false to single out one organ of Christ's body for
special -devotion. His wlhole lbodw and being expressed
God’s love. -

(4) To quote Dr. Mackay again — “In the New Testa- -
ment ‘we see that Christ is humanity’s representative wko
perpetually intercedes before God for His brethren .
and He is everlastingly accessible to the ery of human
need:” We require no person between the individual soul
and Christ our Saviour. He is indéed our constant Com-
panion. Did He not say, “Lo, I am with you always
even to the end”? Do the words found in Hebrews (4:14,
16) ‘not make it as plain as possible: ‘“Hawving then a
great high priest, who hath passed through the-heavens,
Jesus the Son of ‘God, let us hold fast our confession.
For we have ‘not a high priest that cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but one ‘that hath been
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto the throne
of grace, that we may re'celve merey, and may find grace:
to help us in time of n

To worship our Dor*d.’-s fleshy heart ‘is mot honouring
to Him. * To display a-picture of it, is it not aesthetically
revolting — and surely especially to Chrigtidns? Not only
is exhibiting 'such a picture dishonouring to Christ but
it propagates the lie printed under the pictures, which
indeed becomes a subtle. threat, “I ‘will bless the houses
in which the uma.ge of my 'hear't shall be expased and
honoured.””

. ) —The Christian Imshmaxn

]o/z, ‘l/owzqm. HReaders
THE GENTLEMAN OF THE ROAD

“[ first heard this story in Scotland, the birthplace .of

most stories which deal with human reluctance to part

with money!? The Rev. James Kirkwood, the chairman

of my meeting in fthe Paisley Town Hall, was abourt to

anmounce the offering when he paused and said, “Let me .

first tell you a story.”.It was easy for all present to see
the scene he descritbed.

- The old tramp, the~debonair genftleman of lhhe highway,,
hadn paused before a rather imposing homestead. His hand
* meditatively stroked his unshaven chin, where the bristles
‘presented a. bold array His dhlapld»a-ted hat sat jauntily
upon his untidy hual.lr,;andI ofer his shoulder hung the'
treasure of his kmgdmn wnrapped in a bulging cloth. His
odd sbhoa\hadl otie thing in common — the toe-caps were
non-existent. Yet the strange wayfarer was completely.
happy. He had left all the cares which harass the ordin-
ary householder. He had neither_rates nor rent to pay,
and income-tax forms never worried him. During the win-
ter nights a haysback supplied warmith ; during the stuffy
summer- nights the gentle breezes of ﬂhle hillside kept him
cool. —The_ mountain streams supplied refreshment, the
birds supplied musi¢; and when he sat beneath a hedge
bo eat his frugal meal, his prepossessing content re—
sembled ithat of a sabisfied financier dining in a fashion-
able hotel on the Riviera. The wstick, which he had cut
from a tree, was his ever-faithful companion. When he
did battle with dogs it was his sword; when he felt a
little ft)ured it became the. staff on which he rested; when—

he’ svw«agg'ewed through his country empire, it was the
scepltre with which he ruled lhlxs domalin. . W'hlart he-lacked

in finance was supplied in freedom; what he missed in__
fellowghip was negligible: he adsored his own company.
Now he stodd on the edge of his kingdom’; the garden
gate was a quomtlel post, beyond which lay the territory
of an alien woman. She mightbe co-operative; she might
be an enemy. o ) '

- The decision was made He would risk an invasion.
His knock on the door was ahswered by a very-haughty,
aristooratic lady, who looked .over her lorgnette and
listened o his pitiable tale of woe. His eyes had lost their

gajiety ;-they seemed tearful, hopeless, and miserablé. He -
was hungry, penniless,.and friendless. Would the kl-nd :

lady take pity on a poor old tramp and |hel'p him get a”
meal and a bed for the night? He had mo't eater for many
thours. The nights were very cdld, buit he knew where

to obtain a bed if only he could pay for it: The kind lady

would understand. The recibal ended:: it was word-perfect.

But the lady had piercing eyes, and a protmiding- chin,
‘Her nose was thin and pointéd; she resembled a setter.
Derision touched ithe corners of her mouth., He was a
lar, an unmitigated, dyed-in-the-wool liar; a scrounger,
a parasite.
_goddess, who womsﬂmppe'd at her own : shrine.” She would
“teach him ithe meaning of virtue. She produced a six-
penny piece and condescendingly gave it to the thought-

ful beggar. As he inclined his héad and listened, she .

pompously added, “I 'do not believe a single word you
uttered. You are a lazy, good-for-nothing scoundrel, and
you do not deserve to be helped.” I am giving you six-
pence to teach you that there are still good people in the
world. It pleases me to give you that money even although
you ‘do not deserve it. Do you understand? I¢ pleases me
to give it to you. I like ito show people the better way,
and I hope you will learn from“iny example.” She might
have been a rigid, unrelenting school-mistress lecturing
a wayward scholar. Her wagging finger descended to her
side; she was perfectly upright; proud, dignified, regal.

The tramp lovingly fingered the coin; and as a bewibch-
ing smile Hlumined his face, he enquired, *‘Lady, it
pleases you to give me this sixpence?” “Yes,” she veplied,

“it pleases me.” The wayfarer’s eyes were alight with
musd}mef when he exclaimed merrily, “Lady, make it five
bob and give y'oursellff a reall treat.” - '

My delightdful éhalrman paused and ‘then said to the
audience, “People, if you wish to be réally happy, give
yourselves a real treat, and make it five bob. ‘The Lord
loveth a cheerful glver and ‘It is more blessed to give

than to recelve‘-
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Yet she was proud. She was a self-made -
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< - THE GLORIFIED SON OF MAN
Lesson Text: Revelatlon 1:12-20. :

; Golden Text: “I am he _that liveth, and was. dead; nnd behold,

1

_them to exact limits.

I am alive for.evermore, Amen, and have the keys of hell
and-of death.”—Rev. 1:18..

Introduction:

v

The Revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, this sacred un-

veiling of the Christ — His Person, Nature and Ministry —
was committed unto the Apostle John, that he might in turn
through the. Holy Spirit commit the record unto men (Rev.
1: 1; 2). _The book was wntten ‘during the period When John
was detained in exile on the Island of-Patmos, & small island
off the -coast of the Aegean Sea (Rev. 1: 9), or shortly after-
ward,- probably toyvard the close of the relgn of the Roman
Emperor Domitian, about 95 or 96-A.D. -

‘The .Book of Revelation was -addressed pnmanly to the
seven churches (Rev. 1:10, 11), but thé truth is applicable

to churches and to- md1v1duals of all ages. The message is

one’of comfort, instruction, réproof and wammg' -
Outline:
i I The Revelation of Christ: chap. 1.
- II. The Message of Christ: chapp. 2, 8.
III. The Visions: chapp. 4-21. i
. IV. The Messeng'er chap. 22.

Exposition:

I. The Son of Man His Appearance verses 12-18.
. The Lord Jesus| Christ. is the subject of the Book of Revela-

tlon, even as He is the theme of all Scripture. It is fitting,

then, that the first vision seen by .the A ostlée John, when

Jimprisoned for the faith, should be a vision of the Son of

Man in. all (His resurrection ‘glory as ‘the Living One, death

‘being vanqulshed for ever-

Inasmuch_as heavenly truths cannot be clearly and accur-
ately expressed in the language of earth, symbolic terms are
used, terms which suggest certain 1deas, while not confining
It is well to notice that most of the
symbols employed -are used elsewhere m Seripture, -or are

‘here explained,

The first vision of Christ is mtroductory to gthe “letters to

" the seven’ churches, which were composed of saved men and

women: hence, it is as “the glorified Son of Man that our:

Saviour appears to John the Apostle (Da,n 7:18, 14; Eph.
1:20-23). :

A great voice, clear as.a trumpet spoke to the Apostle

(Isa.58:1; Rev.4: 1). This was doubtless the voice of ‘God
the Father, testifying concerning His Son (Matt. 8:17; John
12:28; -2 Pet. 1:1T; 18). As the Lord’s servant listened to the
heavenly message and turned to-see whence it came, he saw
the dazzling vision.

- The Apostle John saw seven golden candlesticks or rather
lampstands, symbolizing the seven churches (verse 20); not

one lampstand with seven branches, such as represented the.

Jewish nation (Exdd. 26:37; 87:23; Zech 4:2), but seven dis-

tinet lampstands, suggestmg the- 1nd1v1due.hty of the chiarches,.

each being.responsible to God alone.” The function of a lamp-

stand is to-hold forth the light, and the churches "were to-

hold forth the Word of -God as the word of life to men (Phil
2:6), giving a clear, shining and unmlstakable w1tness for

~ Him (Matt. 5:14-16; John 5:35).

The Son'of Man-was seen to be in the midst of the seven
lampstands (Rev, 2:1), for the Lord Jesus. Chnst is the Head
of the 'church (Eph 1; 22, 28; 4:16; 5:28) and is ever abiding
with His. beliéving. chlldren when they _gather together in
His name ‘(Matt. 18:20).- ‘He holds the -central ,position of

authority over His ‘churches. Hé supplies the oil 'of the Holy'

Spirit- for; the light, and ‘He watches to see whether or not

- the light burns brightly, trimming the lamp-where necessary,
* .or in stern discipline removing the lampstand from its place,

as bemg no, longer/a faithful witness for Him (Rev. 2: 5)

- The sacfed garments, as worn by the Son of Man in the
vision, are s:gmflcant The long' robes suggest the dignity

\ . Look, ye saints! the sight is gloriousi

-

and authority of His high office as Prophet, Priest and King,
These flowing robes were caught togéther with a girdle, used
by the ancients when preparing for activity, and hence, speak-
ing to us of the Son of Man as actively and energetically
engaged for the welfare.of His own (Isa. 11:5; 1 Pet. 1: 18;
Rev. 15:6). The higher girding and also the gold are signs
of majesty and royalty. Although ministering in humility, -
yet Christ the Lord is King (Matt. 21:6; John 13:3-5).

Thewhitehess of the locks suggests the purity and the
brightnéss of the glory of our Saviour (Dan. 7:9), and pos-
sibly, also, the wisdom associated ‘with experience and age,
when used to describe a mortal man. Christ is the Ancient
of days, the Eternal One (Dan. 7:18, 22) His eyes were as
a fiery flame, indicative of His omniscience (Dan. 10;6), and
of the energy and power of His command (2 Chron 16:9).
It is with the eye that a great leader conquers those ‘sub-
ordinates who might rebel. For example, naturalists say that
\to keep ‘one’s” eye.fastened upon a snake or wild animal will
help to keep it under control.

The feet of Christ shone like burnished brass, bright .and
gleaming, as though.just snatched from the furnace (Ezek. .
1:7; Rev. 2:18), hence, beautiful (Isa. 52:7), but also fitted-.
for Justlcg and. judgment (Ezek. 40:3; Rev. 2:18). His voice
was melodious ‘and powerful, "like the flood waters of a

Niagara (Ezek. 1:24; 43:2; Dan- 10:16).

The messengers, or the pastors, probably, of the seven
churches were seen as being held in the hand of the Son of
Man (Rev. 2:1; 8:1). They are as stars, shining with re-
° flécted glory, and keeping to their appointed paths (Dan.
12:3). . The Lord brings them forth to shine for"Him, when
and how He pleases. Secure in His grasp, no enemy can
*snatch the servants of the Lord from His protecting care
(Psa. 105:15; Zech. 2:8). He who attempts to injure them
will be injuring the Lord Himself- The words of the Saviour

& are strong, living and powerful, as a sword with its double

edge, the one to comfort His own and the other to slay His
enemies. (Isa. 11:4; 49:2; Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12; Rev. 2:12,
"16). His whole face shone with the unclouded brilliance of
the sun, for our Saviour is the Sun of righteousness (Psa.
84:11; Mal. 4:2; Rev. 2:28)-

The Apostle John, overwhelmed by the vision of the Son
of Man in all His majestic glory, humbled himself before the
Lord (Ezek.” 1:28), but was strengthened by the very One

.» Who had subdued him. Revelations of God will show us our
own weakness, but also the mighty power of the Lord (Isa.
6:5-7). Christ is all in all; the first and the last. How en-
couraging to know that By His own death Christ abolished
death and vanquished Satan and the grave (Rev 8:7)! He
lives, that we, too, may live for ever.

IL. “The Son of Man: His Command: verses 19, 20.

The Saviour Who had given this: vision of His glory and
His. grace- now commands the Apostle to write the record of
‘what he has already seen. When the time comes he is also ',
to record the visions to be given to him in the future It may
* be, however, that the Lord here indicates that the vision con-
cerns the past, the present and the future.

The Book of Revelation, then, was Divinely inspired, as were
all the books of the sacred Scnptures (2 Tim,. 8:16; 2 Pet.

1:19-21)-
Daily Bible Readmgs .

May 20—A ‘Revelation to Isaiah .......cccoooooooorrooovvooo... ... Isa, 6
May 21—A Revelation to Jeremiah .....0.............. Jér, 1:1-16
May 22—A Revelation to Ezekiel -~ Ezek. 1:16-28
May 23—The Ancient-of Days .. Dan. 7:9-14
-‘May 24—A Revelation to Daniel Dan. 10:5-21
May 26—The Record of John. .............. Rev. 1:1-11

May 26—A Revelatlon of Christ the K g ........ Rev. 19:11-16"

. Sngges_ted Hymns
— _ Our Lord is now rejected. -

- Halil t6 the Lord’s Anointed-
O worship the King.
All hail the power of Jesus’ name. -
" Fairest Lord. Jesus. ‘

GRACE
Grace us not at tlhe creatures’ beck. Before God w1ll
sfhow mercy He must first s(how Hus Sovereignity.

.
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