o me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and, I will give
_ you rest.” :

N . \ —_—

Séminary Graduation Photograph—p. 4
Rev. G. B. Fletcher Honoured—p. 5
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The Jurvis Street Pulpit -
~ . A'PRICELESS GIFT | P

) ° A Sermon by the Pastor; Dr H. C. Slade N
~ o Preached in J arvis .Jtreet Bap'blst Chuxrch, Toronlto Sunday afbernoon, May 5th,
-\ 1957 and Broadecast over the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation Coasst—to-Coast
\ Dominion Network. _

HE subject upon which we are to address you this -

-jafternoon is “The Priceless Gift of Rest’. I invite
you' to conmdelr with me the text found 'm ltJhe Gospel
according to St. Matthew, Chapter 11:28: e unto

The present state of umversaLrestlessness, caused by

. both: external and internal disturbances, makes this topic

most timely. Travel where you will today, consult with
whom you may,— the. statesman, the business or profes-
sional man, the rich, the poor, the healthy, the sick, even

" . the Queen on the ‘tJhrrone or the President in his ﬂmg‘h

office, the element you will find to be wanting in one and
all, if they have not already found it in Christ; is true
heart regt. Surely it takes but a moment’s reflection to
convincé any one of ‘intelligence that we live in a weary
heavy-laden world. Everywhere we go we meet men and
women with heavy, troubled and broken hearts who daily
sigh for relief. Some one within ithe hearing of my voice
may be asking the question: “Is there anybody to whom
we can look for help?” My texit, dear friend, supplies the
answer. Jesus Christ claims the ability to give the weary

. rest. It is He who spoke and still speaks lthese words:

“Come unto me and I will give you rest.” Millions of
peeple in all ages bear testimony from théir personal ex-
perience that this bext is true.” If some heart-burdened
Seeker were to come 6 Jesus ‘Christ 'boday He would dis-
cover, to his utmost joy and swmsfactlo'n that the Saviour
makes 'good every promige and He does, in reality, give
rest to the  anxious soul. Do not fear that you will be
turned away when you come. “Him that cometh to me,”
said Jesus, “I will in no wise cast out.” .

“Cbme unto mé, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” .

H . ”
~ T came to Jesus as I was, _
Weary, and worn, and sad;
I found in Him a resting place,
JAnd He has msa.dle me glad.

Of all that tis recorded concerning lthe Lord Jesus Ohrmt
respecting His mission to ithe world, this is the sum:
“Come unto me all ye that labour-and are heavy-laden and
I will give you rest.” v

L A GRACIO'US E[NVITATION

The first thing which claims our attention- in these
wondlsv is our Lord's gra,cmus mmta)bmn “Come unito Me.”

I ~The Meanmg of Coming to"Christ

What, may I ask, 1ls meant by ithis phrase? What are
we to understand f ’by “coming unto Christ”? Does it,
appear to you, my hearer, as something shrouded with

- mystery? I quite agree that an explanation is necessary,
because, on ‘account of the awful vagueness, many well-
intended exhortations “to come to Christ” are ultztwly
wasted. The very metaphor used makes the meaning
~perfectly clear and p‘la.m In the days of our Lord it
was 'the custom for disciples to gather around their re-
spective teachers and follow them daily wherever they
went. By this practice they bore publie ‘testimony of their
attachment to these masters and their adherence to the
doctriney they taught. Coming to Christ means to do
exactly lthe same thing in relation to Him. It will be
understood by 4ill, of courge, that our approach to Christ
is spiritual. None could suppose ‘it to be physical for since
He has been, in His bodily presence, received up to
‘heaven that would be an impossibility. “It is the flight

7
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.of ‘the soul to Christ”, : Nor. is it merely, coming to “a . A <
church -bullldung' and sitting under the preaching  of the
goapel ; nor is it attending the Communion Service where @he ®nzpel mItnBﬁﬁ
Heé is remembered by the bread and wine. ~All fhese . .
things, we moog'mze, have their pllace Buit. many do all -} ~ -
of ﬁh'em who never aehually come, or even get any nearer, . ’
th'eréby, to Christ. It is a dﬂ'a,vv‘mg near with' the heart, % tnte&t&nt Ahnutate
“Draw nigh t6 ‘God and He will draw migh unto -you.” | - FOUNDER AND FIRST EDITOR—Dr. T. T. sm.ld. -

*. This oommg rimplies Faith.. “He that believeth.on the - - (Edni‘or 1922". 1955) “

Son hath™ everlasting life.” ‘Again, “Believe on the Lord | °© e
. Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” It presupposes con- - Pubhshed every. Thursday for the propagatlon ‘of the '
viction of sin and a sense ‘of need. Hende, the soul, in the | Evangehcal principles of the Protestant RefoFmation K
exercise of faith;. simply trusts Christ for ‘salvation, and in defence of .the falth once delivered to the Saints. | )
which ‘includes pardon and deliverance from the con-. | $3.00 Per, Yur Posipmd to any address 10¢ Por Single Copy . - ’
demnation of sin, and has confidence that He will not fail. | . CHAIRMAN BOARD o|: DIRECTORS: -~ 2 B
in the undertaking. By a]_ﬂ such comers tthe Lord Jesus o Dr. H. C. Slado. Pasfor. Jams Street Baphs{ Church .
Christ, is acknowledged in all:His offices asthe.only | _ T T
Saviour, Prophet, Priest. and King. You are invited by o ASSOCIATE EDITORS:> .. |- -
the . Lord Himself to thus ¢ome, and in coming you not o - Dr, C.D. Cole o I -
only db'tam m;e'rcy but lbecome a true disciple. =~ .~ - . . Olive L. Clark, PhD. (Tor.) - R

. .- < 'S.S. Lesson and Exchangos o .
_ The P ersons Inwted ’ . -1+ "l am.not ash_amod of-the gospol of Chmi “—Romanl 1:6 | . o
. ‘ R V- L} . — . T
We are nexrt attracted in-our texit to a dlesc'rlpt’mn O‘f . - Addross Correspondencs: . R '

the persons to “whom the invitation is addressed. They " - - THE GOSPEL WITNESS - B : T
are those who labour and are- heavyladen. Doubtless |- 130 Gerrard Si'reei- East, “Toronto 2 -'-_' Cah’ada’ _

- many of thése to whom Jesus was at that time speaking .- ~ “Telsphone WAlnut 1-7415 .~ . - ; .
had drunk 'deep of the cup of sorrow. With full knowledge " . : Roglsferod Cable Address: Jarwitsem, Canada * N B
of their sorrows and perfect acquaintance with their grief ~“—— . —

- His loving heart of compassion went  -out to them -in . L RN

" pender sympathy.~ “He is ever touched with the fee‘lmg ’ H A PRECIOUS PROMISE ST
of our infirmities” With- outstretched arms He Bade - The bléssed Saviour does also ‘give men rest from sun

them conie unto Him for rest. Physically speaking ‘(‘thmst He does it «in grace by dorgiving and blotting ot our
has.only changed His posnblon Heis not changed. “Jesus - pransgressions. He “once suffered for gins fthe just for

Christ the same y'esrtenday, rwday and forever.”. In His - ithe unjust, thét he Jnight bring, us to' God.” “He'.was’. - . ™

1 “diviné. pregsence He is ‘everywhere. He still sees and ad-  delivered for our offences.” While on rﬂhe cross” He cried-

dresses the multitudes. . If ; you: “will receive it He is the with a loud vome, “Tt i finished.”

*.One addressing you now. It.is His message we »aTe'"pm- *  Chriistsinvibes ou, sinner frie nd, 'to conié. Do, you eon- o
;j]]:hn];hﬁg, His mVl'tggﬂgn we Bftoexmﬁm%i :Imd as His fess yourself a rebel? . A prodigal? I have good news for - '.,“ .
+humble servant we ut speak to you in His name. you. Jesus 'Chrigt brought with Him from . ﬂ]eaven the -
_Probably. we ‘Have the ear of - m-aanS' this afternoon in Olive-branch.” He carries in "His hand the certificate of -
" ditferent pants of Cahada who answer to the description forgiveness. “Lelt the wicked forsake his way, and the
“the labouring ‘and | heavy-leiden”. With somé it may be unrighteous man his thoughts: and let.him réturn unto 4
a burden arising from a  disturbing domestic-problem. the Lord, and he will have memy\gpon him; and to our
T‘hflﬁ 9 a ”trry'mg day for\pan'enlbs' Indeed, also for c’h'ﬂ "God, for i the will a,bun:dan'ﬂy pardon.”’ 'Then b@mg ]lls’blfle'd L
- dren! Others are crushed-in heart with ‘the weight of by falith. you lhave peace with God. Tﬂﬂ'dugﬂl life as you- -’
some personal sorrow. The "Psalmist declared 1f ,men *bring daily your burdens to Him you -enjoy, not only :

ith God, but “the peace of God whiich: passeth all
shouldlive. lbeyomd their allotted: time of three score years Ipe‘aice 'w1| ” 7 .
. and ten “yet is their strength labour and sorrow”.- To. un iding.” Oh, how can “we, d ibe this P It .

is- God's rest. It is'a rest. which arms us with fortitude ..
all such-thie Lord emtemds Hig gracious invitation, “Come M -
into Me and I will give you rest. . «Cast thy burden pon agalmslt the trials of -life; it also affords us. cansolaﬂmn .

- with Tespect to tthe future. ~ It gives us the joyful pros-
the Land and He will.sustain thee: He shall never suffer “
the mghiteows to be moved.” Still others, if ithey are hon- Iée;g',? f eternal rest whldh remaineth for the peopbe of
“ est, will trace their uneasiness to sin. To these has

come-an awakening. They-have come bo see the éxceeding In all.my vnshts‘bo the sea-shore and my travelling over

. sinfulness of sin. Has sin bécome to you, instead of a SOome of the great oceans of the world, I have 'never seen

_the sea-quiet or at rest..Neither can the man who has not~
thing of pleasure as it once was, an objedt most odious
and ‘terribly shocking? Have you ‘come to ‘tremble at, the "coinie o Christ be quiet of at reslt i implore you: take
ﬂhougihrt of meeting a. just God? Then sin is the cause of - Christ now and know fthe ranquility, the rest and peace- :
Jour anxrevty, and it has become to you a very great - of-soul He gives to all who by faith come to Him. Will -

 burden. Will you follow Bunyen’s Pilgrim who, with a ~YOU 10t expregg.your coming in "’h@ wordy we shall now

heavy load upon his. back, wenl to the. cross, and as he sing:—

stood before the cross his burden loosed from off his" - . Justas I am—withiout one plea, - .. )
. shoulders and began to tumble and so continued fo do Do But that Thy blood was shed for me,
. until it came to ithe mouth of the sepulchre where it fe’ll ’ And that thou bidd’st me come to 'I‘h@e
—m,amd“ihesawatnomore”" . ; . OLamfboded Ieome'
,: ) . . / .) ) - .
L s \. ’ -
- . - - - K ‘ /
- L4 Y
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THE WEEK-END SERVICES IN ]ARVIS STREET

were recelved . The first openaa.lr servioe of witness took .

MANY ¢hurches in the land are open but for a brief: Place at 6 p.m.in thé Allan Garders. .

ttime, for perhaps two or ithree hours of a Sunday
morning, and are then closed the rest of the week. The
people know nof the blessing which the saints experience

., who can.say, “A day.in Thy courts is better than a -
thousand.” Sunday, May b5th, will long be rememlbered
as @ lh'1g1h and holy: day fin the anhals of Jarvis Street

Church. ' From early morning until late at night there
- were_believers in lthe building, basking in t'he sunlight

. of the presence of God.

The Bible School, with its classes.for all ages, was weli
attended, and it was followed -by the morning hour of
worghip. -Dr. C. D. Cole, Dean Emeritus of Toronto Bap-
tigt Seminary, brought a helpful message on “The Day
-of Salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Now.i i8. Godls time for salva-
ttion, as He brings deliverance from the demerit, the
diomllmon and the defilement of sin. The believer is safe
and sound; safe now’as he rests-under-the blood O‘f Christ,
and gound later in._glorification. - Salvation is- 8 vame,
grg,clorusl and righteous undertaking, for God is'sovereign
in all that He does. All salvation is of God; prescribed
" and planned by God'the Father, provided by Christ the

Son ‘and applied by the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus

Chrigt paid for our redemption when He died on Calvary

While God Jalone must be praised for our\salva't.lon,

dare mot be indifferent to His call. Sinners are urged
to take their place as-helpless sinners, to confess their

s'm, repent and believe the Gospel. The 'pmmwse vof God

is sure: “Him tthat cometh to me I will in no wise cast

out.” Two young ladies responded to the invitation: of
the Gospel.

- 'The .afternoon g*a.ﬂhefnng from 4.30 to 6 o'clock was a

special service, broadcast over the Canadian Broadcasting

Corporation Coasvb-mou(}oast Network. - This was a service

of unusual power, when Jaryis Street had the unique

opportunity. of sending. forth ‘the witness of the Gospel
throughout the length and breadth of Caniada. ‘The-choir
selectlon “Come unto Me,” and tthe great hymns of -the
church,’ ReJo'me, ‘the Lord is King, !l;"he Lord’s ‘my Shep-
herd and Just as I am, were all -greatly enjoyed. Dr.
Slade’s fine sermon on the theme “A Priceless Gift'” was

one appropriate ito the occasion-and suited to the needs
of every: soul mcluded in'the vast Hstening audience.
That sermon is printed in this issue of THE GOSPEL
WITNESS,,

The evening service, also broa:dn:aslt tthis time over the
regular station, CHWO, Oakville (1250) was conducted
by Dr. Slade with Dr. Cole preaching on the solemn theme
“The Day of Judgment” (Adts 17:30, 81; 2 Thess. 1).
Scrlptbure teaches that there is tto-be a dxay of judgment
and this - day ‘is associated with two other events; the
Return of Christ_and the Resurrection of the Dead We
must distinguish between Jrudgmen‘bs for sin in time and

- ~this one judgment which ushers in eternity. Tt must also
be distinguished rflrom other judgments mentioned in
Seripture. This judgment will not affect everybody
alike; the saints will. not comé into condemnation, and
will be bold: in’ thatt great day, since they hold ‘in itheir

- hands a pardon from the King of kings> "Sinners, how-

. ever, will eall for the rocks to hide them from tthe wrath
of God. A man in the audience gignified his desure to
be saved.

- During the evening service four behevers were ibap-
tized, and: at the largely attended Communion service

,-w‘hidh closéd ‘this gredt day in Zion six new members

~ ~ |-

4

. ESTABLISHMENT IN CHRIST

Every man thiat has cultivated frujt knows that no -
tree can bear very rich the first year. The first year
g tree bears, the fruit is of the lowest qua'lrby, the second
year it is a ll.lrl;'ﬁe better; the third year it is still better;
the fourth year it is better yet and it continues to im-
prove every year until the tenth; and then you begin to

- know what is the) best thing 'tJh»at tree can do. Trees
. have to go through 4 maturing process. of ten years’ dura=

tion, before they ¢an bear fruiit of the highest flavours.
So it is with Christians-and.Christian graces. You -
¢annot bear high spiritual fruit until the spirit of Christ -
has dwelt with you, so as tto form the very wood and fibre
of your life. It lis not until you have borne the fruits of
‘Chrigtian life and conduct year after year, that you can
bnng tthem forth fin their highest state of development.
Besides, there;are some things that mo mere flesh .’
touches, just as low degrees of heat -do not affect the -
roots of some plants. Some plants — for instance, the
chick-weed — feél the influence of spring in March. They
shake hands with the frost, and say, “How do you do?”
tto the snow. Oﬂhers do not feel anything till the next
month comes along. 'As 2 sleeper, when called, knows that
something disturbs. him, and begins to turn himself; so
the roots of these p]amts' when Apmll invites them to
come forth, know that something is rousing them, and ~
commence to bestir themselves. It is not until June makes
its appearance that they begin to lift up their heads; and
ithey are not above the ground before tthe middle of June; ;
July and August develop the stalk and branches and buds;-
anid September gives. us ithe flower that would not show
tself till the whole sunimer had passed. )
So it is in resupecft to the fruits of the Spirit. Some come
quick and early, at the first touches of ‘divine grace;
a:ndl some not un‘bll through a-long summer of experience,
the Tays 'of the Sun of righteousness have penetrated the
deepest parts of the soul. Then you can gather the most
beautiful fruits of Christian lﬁ_f_e.—-—BEECHER. ,

' JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR

SUNDAY
"9, 45  Bible_ School for everyrody, from grandfather

1o the baby. "

Mommg Service. -

Afternoon Class. | -

Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel.

6.00 {Open-Air Service in Allan Gardens,

7.00. - Reguiar, evening service. .

7.30-8. 30 Broadcast CHWO——Oakvﬂle (1250) -

TUESDAY .
8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Bible School.
© .- followed by the teachmg of the lesson at 8.45.
THURSDAY
.2.80 Semog‘ Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
5.30 Junior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
8. 00 Bible Lecture by Dr. H.C. Slade
FRIDAY

. 7.00 and 8.15—Junior and Semor choir-practices.
7.00 Xriday Night Round-Up for boys and girls.

SATURDAY .
8.00 Great Weekly Prayer Serv_lce in Greenway Hall. -

" 11.00
. 430
6.00
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GRADUATION BANQUET ‘

l’l"hne Seminary honoured’ its graduating class -Wednes-
day, May 1st, with a splendid banquet. Members of the
Senate and -the student body, together with friends, en-
joyed the® well-codked: ‘turkey supper. The programme
which followed was of an inspiring character. The chair-
man, Rev. R. Reed, set the tone of the gathering as he
expressed his gratitude for,what the Seminary had meant
to him. Among ithe speechles was a report by the Regis-
trar of prospects of new students, including those from
Canada, Australia, U.S.A., Ireland, Scotland, West Africa
and Norway. Then the Dmect;or of Practical Work, Rev.
S» Tulloch, made specific Teference to graduates now
serving in such distantlands as Scutth America, France,

"and Afnica, engaged in pastoral, missionary, teaching and

colportage work. Dr. Clark next brought a soul warm-
ing word reminding us of the-fact that a Seminary is a
seed-plot. After due cultivation at last the Hime comes
for transplanting into ‘the open fields. The analogy was

“most suitable. Rev. George B. Fletcher of Virginia gave

an e)dhoﬁtatlon to the graduates and spoke of his enjoy-
ment of the work. Why! the %ocal paper has named him
“the flying parson”! Dr. Cole in his inimitable way

,added a few more coaches to- his memory train, and Dr. -
. Slade commented on the significance of these graduates

being ithe last to enjoy the lectures of the founder, Dr.

T. T. Shields. It was evident that the gathering was a

result of ‘hearts knit together in Christian love. Even

the practical remarks of ‘Mr. Tyson about the cost of the

meal were not able to mar such fellowship! )
p ) . —REGISTRAR

- . .
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

On Thursday, May 2nd, the 23rd Commencement
Exercises of Toronto Baptist Seminary were held. Dr.
H. C. Slade presided over the mesting, in which Messrs.
Messa Dencha,” Samuel Pourret and Raymomd' Reed re-
ceived ‘the degree of Bachelor of Theology, Mr. Harold
Hill a D1plo vfor the 4 years course, and Miss Margaret
Eddy and ohn Hayes received a Licentiate®in
Theology.- ’Dhe prizes to the total value of $260.00 were
conferred upon deserving students. Mr. Pourret was
Valedictorian for the year and gave what some felt was
one of the best valedictory addresses that the Seminary
has known. Following this, the Seminary conferred upon
Mr. Fletcher the degree of Doctor of Divinity homoris
cousa. The citation made by the Dean Emefitus may be
read elsewhere in this issue. .Dr. Cole surpassed himself
ag he delivered a message waTmng of streamlining in
th‘xls't*lan circles. This may be done by omnﬂtmg ito preach
un'popular,doctr'mes, by ,failing to rebuke in love the

erring, by "avoiding the company of the persecubed'and )
“by "contributing to ithe climate Olf consent.in which sin

flourishes. As ithe graduates 'entered into their life-
ministries and students entered their fields of service
this God-given message- on not being men-pleasers but
pleasers of God came with moticeable 'appnoprlabeness
Mr. Tulloch next assisted fin the commissioning of the
students to their various fields and our President com-

mitted them to the Lord’s grace. The ls'ing"ing of ithe -
“hymn, “Dismiss me not £rom thy service, Lord’

*, followed
by Dr. Fletcher's pronouncem'emt of the 'benedllcﬁlon
bro'ug*h!t this grealt servme to a conclusion.

—REGISTRAR

REV GEORGE B. FLETCHER HONOURED

(61tat10n for Degree of Doctor of Divinity,
N Honoris Causa, bestowed by Toronto Bap-
tist Seminary, May 2nd, 1957).

Rev. George B.jFletcher graduated from the National
Bible Institute of Philadelphia, which was later incor-
porated under the name of the Bible Institute of Phila-
delphla, and in recent years was united with the Phila-
delphia Sdl)odl of the Bible and now known as the Phila-

delphia Bible Institute. Ever since that time Mr. Fletcher -

has exercised ‘a teaching ministry, conducting Bible

classes, even in the years when he was engaged in pas-
toral.duties. He was associated with ithe Bible Institute -

of Pennsylvania for approximately eleven years, from~
1928 to 1940. Six of these years were spent in full-time
service on the faculty of ithe Instxtu'te, acting as Superin-
tendent of Men and Director of Practical Work, in addi-

tion to his teaching. At that time the Institute had be--

tween 700 and 800 students. During the other five years
of teaching he was also Pastor at Newport, N.J. While

,ﬁea:chmg gt the Institute, Mr.. Fletcher prepared two
" ICourses in connection with the Bible Correspondence De-

partment. He taught in the Baptist Bible Seminary,
Johnson City, New York, for a year. Since December,
1956, he has conducted a weekly half-hour broapcast each
Sunday, devoted entirely to Bible Exposition. Since the
fall of 1956 Mr. Fletcher has been a valued member of

. the Faculty of Toronto Baptist Semmary

As a Pastor, Rev: George B. Fletcher has served 'ﬂhe
Lord faithfully throughout the years in such charges as:
PFirst Baptist Church, Otego, N.Y., Firet Baptist Church,
Newport, N.J., and Faith Baptist Church, Philadelphia.
From 1949 o 1955 he was Pastor of the great Liberty
Baptist Church of Hampton, Virginia, and the Lord
blessed his labours there abundantly. Because of his ad-
iherence to the principles of the Word of God, and his
strong protest against Modernism in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, Mr. Fletcher and 90 members of Liberty
Church resigned. The storm whlch arose at that time
is similar ibo that which oceurred in Jarvis Street Church
and in Canada when Dr. Shields vigorously opposed the
‘Modernistic ‘tendencies in ‘the Baptist Convention of On-.
tario and Quebec. In proportxon as Brother Fletcher was
maligned by ‘the enemies of the ‘Gospel for his heroic
stand, we honour him. Mr, TFletcher is at present Pastor
of Berachah Baptist Church 'in Hampton, Virginia,

travelling o' Toronto periodically every second week to °

teach in the Seminary.

Mr. Fletcher has devoted much time and ﬂhoug*hlt to g‘h
mintistry of the Gospel through the printed page, and;'his
gifit for writing is freely acknowledged. For 16 years he
has been writing a brief exposition on the International
Sunday School Lessons. for the Union Gospel Press in
their booklet, The Sunday School Superintendent. He has
written several .tracts entitled: The Kinsman-Redeemer
in the Light of the Virgin Birth; Will a Secret Rapture
Precede the Second Coming of Christ? end Ged's New
World Order. He has also written pamphlets, booklets
and articles which have been published.

As Instructor of Theology, Homiletics and Bible Intro-
duction, Mr. Fletcher’s ministry in Toronlbo Baptist Sem-
inary has been a benediction to all wuth whom he has

‘been associated. Kindly 'in disposition, firm in his con-

vigtions, emphasizing by example and precept the im-
portance of living the Gospel as well as believing and

¢
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preachrlng ]'t he lhas end&eared ‘hlmsself 'to ﬁhe sbud'enlbs'
- faculty, trustees and the whole Jarvis Street family. He
is a teacher to the manner born, poss;es'smg ‘gifts of fin-
- . -gight and wisdom, with facility i in expressing his thoughts
clearly, vividly and concisely. As a Christian gentleman
. and loyal fiiend of many years’ standing,'he was highly,
¢, - regarded by Dr. Shields, and they had happy fellowshlp
- together in the things of ithe Lord.. .

"~ : Because of these conspicuous g'lﬂbs as Pasbor, Teacher,
. l Leader, Writer, Witness and Friend, Toronto Baptist™
Semmary desires to confer rupon Rev! George B. Fletcher

tlie degree of Doctor of- Divinity,” Honoris Causa.

‘ VALEDICTORY ADDRESS
By Samuel - Pourret, B.Th.
Dehvered at the Sprin® Convocation, Toronto Baptist
- Seminary," May 2, 1957 -
Mr. Pres'lde'n't, Members of t'he Senate, Members of the
Student Body, Christian Fmends ‘
We-are gathered in this beautiful a'udl}totrmm with: one
.end in view — that of glorifying lthe God of our salva-
" ‘tion: “Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be

unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the ~

Lamb” tthat has redeemed us unto God by His blood!

' As members of the graduating class, we shall remember
this day as one of the greatest in our Christian experi-
‘ence. This is the day when we cannot help thinking of
Ahe years that have swiftly'gone by. We, as fourth year
‘students, members of the graduation class, are ‘the last
pr1v11eged ones that have heard Dr. Shields’ voice in the
halls-of the Seminary which he loved so much: it was in

. October 1958 that the great prophet and teacher from
God lectured to us for the last time. We cherish his mem-
ory, and praise “the Lond for his remarkable ministry..

‘This is the day of pa,rtmgs We can say with the hymn
writer: “When we asundeér part, it ‘gives us inward pain.”
It will be ‘indeed painful to leave you, members of tbhel

! Faou]Jty and fellow-students that will go on here. It.is
like leaving a church to which one has become. vitally
attached — a church that is not exactly baptistie, with

* its hierarchy of teachers and the implicit obeduence we

~ .. owe them! "But.a true body in many respects: we Have

sung, we have prayed, we have worshipped, we have
laboured together; together, we have wepit and' we have
reJoxced
e . i “Blest be the tie rﬁha’t binds .
" . Our hearts in Christian love;
Thé fellowship of kmdredl minds
Is like to that above.” -

In the same way we shali part from the fellowshlp I)f

we have learned to love you in the Lord. "We have aéso-
‘ciated ourselves with your trials -of recent’ years. ‘We
hdve shared your sorrow of heart when your great pastor
went home beyond the skies, two years ago! *We shall
never forget ‘the great services of  this church on the
.~ Lord’s Day, the impressive communion services, the en-
* riching Thursday night lectures, the uplifting Sgturday
night prayer-meetings. The zeal, consecration and kind- -
ness:of your present pastor will be a comstanlt example and

- .inspiration to us. N
» This is a day of tha,nksg'zm'ng We are truly humbled
. as-we count the many 'blessmgs whwh in God's provu-

’

-

-bringing good tndmgs of "good things!

Jarvis Street Baptist-Church. W shall all miss you; for -

T " - - - 5
., K

dence, Ihave- been s’hawe'redl upon us: -We would ndt fail

o thank-all those who have. contributed to the support-

of 'this institution: those who. have kept our Sremmary
pantry full those who have sent ‘in financial ‘help, those
,rwho ‘have prayed. We would; also thank God for the . cop-

secrated professors He has ohosen as instruments to im- -

part to'us a deeper knowledge of His Word., We thank
them for what they pwtnently‘ taught ; and we thank‘them
for what 'Uhey have beéen — “I‘1vmg epistles known and

read” of all of us. To you"all then, goes our deepest'_

most genuine, g'raﬁwu'de - ;,.
This is @ day of great ea:pecta,uons A 'Uh'nll'mg ﬁu‘bure

" lies before us: a future made up of tears and laughter,

trials and’ mctxmes ,May. our feet be instrumental in
May our lips be
truly touched with the glowing coal from the altar! May
our ‘eyes be looking up unto Jesus, the “Author and fin-
isher of our-faith”! May our whole.lives iell for Him,
yea — and this is my ardent desire for every one of us
as’'we go forward in this land: or'in the regions beyond —
may our. llves be living mlcama;'bloms of His pl‘loeless
Word!l . .

~ |

PRIZES AWARDED MAY, 1957

DR. T. T. SHIELDS MEMORIAL PRIZES
Best student in Fourth Year: e
-SAMUEL POURRET ) ~ -9L8
Best student in Third Year: .- _
MARGARET EDDY - ' 864

A E JENNINGS MEMORITAL. PRIZES )

‘Best student in Second Year: ; —
- PETER. TYSON - ’ + . 904

‘Best student in First Year: . o , t
. EDWIN: FRY . 88.7

-

MARTHA HOLLISTER MEMORIAL lfRIZE
Profxc’xetncy in Church History :

© Mr. Samuel Pourret by reversion to.<,
. RAYMOND REED C\ 89.5
9 .
ELIZABETH ELLEN\LINDSAY MEMORIAL PRIZES
Proficiency i in English: - _*
Tyson by. reversion to Fry to Reed to Eddy:to .
ROGER GREEN : . 79.5

Proficiency in Greek: - -
Reed by reversion to Eddy to Tywn to Fry to
Green to MESSA DENCHA" N - 897 -

Proflc‘xency in Hebrew: !
Tyson by revemu'on tho Green to-J OHN HAY'ES 84

Proflelency in Llfe of Oh'rlslt Sat
Tyson by reversion to Fry to Green to .
" Ross FERGUSON - - 818

THE MID-WEEK SABBATH S

" "Let us mrtemupt the flow of . the week and Tear up

another- Sabbath in the middie of_it. And, as those who.
swim mighty streams do gtop,: panlﬂmg, to rest upon some
midway rock ere they plunge again into the tide, so let
.us rest 'haere, lifted up above the tumult of “éarthly care;
and gain strength, before we go down into the dark ford'
for the farther shore — the Salb"bamh -—BEECHER -

Per cent. -
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Qﬂhe Elarhts étmt 3Bulp1t

Great Dawd ‘and

T ‘ i A Serinon by Dr. T T. Shlelds

H|s Greater Son s

v

Preached in Jarvis Street Bapblst Church I‘oronto, “Thursday Evemng. August 28th, 1930

and captains of hundreds over them:

_(Stenographically Reported) oo~

“And-David. numbered the people that were with h1m, and set captams of thousands~

s - “And David sent forth- a third part-of the people under the hand of Joab, and a :
third part under the hand. of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s. brother, and a-third

part under the hahd of Ittai the Gittite.
gurely go forth with you myself also.

“But the people answered, Thou shalt not go forth for if we flee away, they will

And. the kmg said unto the people, I will

~

not care for us; neither if half -of us die, will they care for us: but now thou art worth
R ten thousand of us: therefore now ‘it is.better that thou succour us out of the- city. ..

. “And the king said unto them, What seemeth you-best I will do.
: ,stood by the gate side, and all the people came out by hundreds and-by’ thousands.”

HERE afe few mofe instructive histories recor'dt_ed in
the Word of God than that of David the son of Jesse.

-His life at so mahy points parallels and ilkistrates that

of our Lord. So generally is that true that many of the
Messianic  Psalms, -which ultlma'tely relate to our Lord,
and which must find “their full .complement — ‘their com-
plete” fulfilment — ﬂhmug’h Christ, have their historic
basis in the life and experiences of David. And beyond

. doubt, just-as the things which happened to Israel in their

wilderness journeyings were providentially ordéred, and
'h'appened tothem for types, and are written for our learn-
ing upon.whiom the ends of the age have come, so the life
of David was providentially ordered that his experiences

might-form the basis of those scriptures which deseribe -

the ultimate triumph of our Lord Jesus Christ. You will

-remember ‘how frequently in the New Testament the
. .name of David and the Lotd: Jesus are brought together.
-He is indeed described as, “The Son of David,” “and the

root and the offspnng of David, anId the bright and

- mornmg star'”; -

One Very mterestmg parallel you will find in ‘that por-

.~tion of David’s history whith relates to Absalom’s re-

bellion, when, temporarily, there seemed to be a com-
plete reversal of ‘the order of ﬁhmggd
been so_popilar that whatsoever he did pleased all the

people, was dégpised and: rejected of his own people, and’
This chapter
“relates. to that'period when man after man. of his trusted
" coungellors: had_turned traitor, so that.even Ahithophel
. had” g'xven hig supenior. wisdom to the -ad,vanbagﬂe of the
.enemy, D-avnd left his city -and went out again into the
. wilderness.
., went =—-his tears: prophetic of the gréater 'tears of ‘great

drlven from his own city again into exile.

Going up the Mount of Olives he wept as he

David’s Greater Son, where in ‘the same place He should
say, “Weep not for me, but weep for- yourselves, and
for your. children.” ’

This chapter tells of how Dav1dl summoned those who

were with him to battle. He numbefed 'the people that -
* were with him. For a while Absalom had. it all his own .
way. It seeméd-as though there were no possibility of

turning ‘the tide. Hour after hour tidings were brought
to the king of some new defection, of some. new betrayal

by some 'tnuste(}- friend. But at last David numbered the

1.

and he who has

And the king .
- rd

.—II, Samiael 18 1-4,

people ‘tha't were with him. He was at Mahanaim — very
significantly, the place of two hos'ts It was to this place,

. long before, Jacob came when he sald “Wrﬂh my staff I

passed over this Jordan; and now I "am become two
bands.” At this place David had been ministered to by
Barzillai, and Shobi, and a number of others, including
"Ziva = who even in that dark ‘day -turned traitor, not
so much ito the king as to his own immediate master. A

mixed company ministered to David in that dark day.
But when thus he had been ministered to of the susten-

ance of those loyal hearts — with one or two that were'

dnsloyal thrown in — and_had béen given “honey, and
butter, and.sheep, and cheese of 'kine”, he gathered the
people together and numbered them, and organized them

. with .captains of hundreds, and captains of thousands.

Phe devil sometimes seems to have his own way, but when
the Lord of hosts goes forth to battle, when He girds His
sword upon His thigh, as the Most Mighty, we may be
sure that-victory will result.

fOn this occasion David divided the great 'host into
three armiés, and he- appointed Joab as captain of one,
and Abishai, Joab’s brother, was general of another army,
and Ittai the Gittite was gemeral of the third. You re-
member who Ittai was: he was not an Israelite. He came
from the city to which Goliath belonged; he had been an
alien, but he had been won to David’s side; he was a new
recruit, andll ad commanded six hundred men in David’s
time of extrermty Now, when others. left him, this stal-
want Gittite stood by the king’s gide, and was appointed
‘as one of the army leaders. Amnd when thus he had or-
ganized his- -army, David =aid, “I will surely go forth
with you myself also.” But the people said, “Oh, no, thou
‘shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they will not care
for us; neither if half of us die, will they care for us:

“but now-thou art worth ten thousand of us: therefore-you
-gtay at home, and succour us out of the city.” .

What a suggestive word that is of the battles we must
fight, and .of the way in which we must fight them! I
want you to look at thls text from two or three angles this
evemng

I

First: as AN INSPIRING EXAMPLE to us. Here
‘were a company of people’ who were willing to bear the
. - { .
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. brunt of the bé.'btle. They were not 'lookiﬁg for an éa:s'y

place; they were not seeking a sector of the great battle
line where there would be few hazards: they were quite
ready to take the front line trenches, and to bear the full
force of the ,enemy’s blows. There  was not a coward
among them: heart and hand were joined together in

defence of the cause of itheir rightful lord and king. You.

will remember the Apostle Paul admonished Timothy to
endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Chris-
tians ought to ‘expect to have a hard-time. We have no
.right o expeet that life for ms will be easy. We live
amid aliens; we must spend our lives in an enemy’s coun-
try. We are away. from home, fighting on a foreign soil
where everything is against us, and we ought to’ expect
that we shall have to endure great hardships, great priva-
tions; through much tribulation are we to enter into the
kingdom ‘of ‘heaven: “The kingdom of heaven suffereth
vielence, and thé& violent ttake <t by foree.” The modern
church has been cursed by a soft gospel which is no. gos-
pel at 4ll. Standards have been lowered, and people/have
been given to understand that all the fighting is over;

. and ‘that the Christian course now is nothing more than a

grand march, with gold braid, and flying banners, and
sounding trumpets, and the enemy-far away. | The fact

is that those who stand with -great David’s Greater Son .

today are at Mahanaim where two hosts, meet. We are'at

" the parting of the ways: we are at the place where we

‘must wrestle not against ﬂes'h and blood, but against g

pr\mclpahltles and powers”. In our individual lives,
whether in c¢hurdh, or at business, or whe'rever we go, we
must fight even while we pray.

I was struck with something I réad in the paper yester-
day — a most ex'braordmary thing: a man was bitten
with a rattlesnake in an aeroplane four or_five thousand
feet above the ground, above the clouds. "A_ rattlesnake
had stowed itself away, and it followedr him even -into
the heavens.

~ A woman came 'to me once and saM, “How is ‘it, Pastor,

that I am never so much distressed in my mind as when
_Itry to pray? — when I bow before God it often™~seems
as if all the devils-in the pit were let loose upon me”
“Well,” I said, “they are let loose upon -you just because
you do pray. The devil will pursue you even. up to the
Mercy Seat.” Indeed, when you. wafit upon God, and
“mount up with wings as eagles” you will find that . old

" sgerpent has stbowed itself av{ray in the ‘tonneau, or what-

ever you call it, where the air man operates his contréls.
He is fighting all along ithe way — there is no getting
away from it.

Every true Christian is elfﬂher flg'lmtmg, or compromls-.

ing, or surrendering — and when you compromise you do
surrender. You might just as well wave the white flag
at ence ‘as wave a pocket handkerchief with-a -coloured
iborder on it, and say that is the Union Jack. You-know
that is the way some people do — they don’t altogether

surrender; they just go a little way! We need to be like-

tthose men who gathered to the standard of David, and

went out to do battle for him. Do mot think ‘it is over.

We had to do some fighting in this ¢hurch a few years
ago: we did not like it; we were hoping to get to the
end of it. There are a lot of people who say, “Oh, let
"us have peace! We do want peace!” Itis a bad 'ﬁhmg for
Christian, people to have peace continually. The Lord
never promlsed we should-have it. He said, “In the world
ye shall have tribulation.” He told us we should have
it; He never promised us anything else than that; and

we shall have it fo the enfaj of l1:he chapter if we are true
to0. Him. -

Sometimes I am afrald for this church” I remember a
passage in the book of -J udges to this effect: “These are

the nations which the Lord left, to prove Israel by them,
~even as many of Israel as had not known all the wars”

of Canaan’y — so many lords of the Philistines, and the
Hivites, afid the Hittites, and the rest of them. The Tvord

'ehberately left them 'in order that the rising genera'txons
s'hould have to do a"share of the fighting, 'ﬂhat He mlglhlt
prove them.

I' remember a time when J used to turn ﬂhe pages of
church history with a :fee']mg akin to jealousy: I said
to myself, “I was born into this world too late. Those were
heroic’ days. It meant sornething o be a Christian in
those days: it cost something to “follow the Lord in the
brave days of old.” Ah, but we live in dsays when the
same heroic spirit, the same holy boldness.is necessary,
if we would make any progress in the divine life. There

is no place for ‘the craven héart in the army of the Lord-

of hosts. Our David 1s still despised and rejected of

men; He is the Lord’s. anomted the kingdoms o this -
world shall some day become ﬂhe kmgdoms of our Lord-"

and of His Christ.
Just now- Ahithophel and Absalom seem to be'in the

ascendancy. But the Lord is 'lookmg', as David looked, for
men who will accept, great hazards; s who will endure great

hardness; who are willing to press the ba'ﬁtle to the gate
at great cost because He is their Lotd.

Another characteristic of ‘those people was that they -

had a very humble estimate of themselves: they said,
“We dont amount o very much. Why, if we were to flee
away they would not care. We are not very important.
And if half of us were to die they would not care. We
are of very little importance.” There is no danger, my
dear friends, of any of us ever-becoming too small: there
is grave danger of our becommg' too big. And if our own
estimates of ourselves were to form the target at which

the enemy was to aim, he would not need to be much of '

a marksman to hit us, for we are so big, someétimes, in
our own estimation. Oh, if is a good thihg to see how
the Lord can dispense with people. I love to-go through

- the pages of the Old Testament, and see the Lord putting

His children 'to bed, and then going on with His work. It
is mosit rezfreJhmg, and it is most humbling. You come
upon a page of higtory when some great figure fills your
horizon. For a while it is Abraham, and there is no one
but Abraham. And then Abraham just passes away, and
the record goes on. His place is taken by Isaac and in
turn by Jacob, and Jacob, the man of the heavenly vision,
the man with the twelve sons of whom came the twelve
tribes of Israel, he, too, passes away; and Joseph. And
then we come upon that great character, Moses: and one
wonders how ever God will do without Moses! Well you
see, He made Moses, and He can make somebody'else just

as big as Moses, and bigger if He wanted him. And how- 3

wonderfully these .chapters begin! Have you learnéd to
link theése books together, and to observe the unity of
scripture, and to see how the same Author is writing
all the way through? — ‘that you have in Genesis the
view point of One” W‘ho is the Contemporary not only of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but of the Creator Himself:

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the
éarth”; and the word of an: eyewitness — but, -the same

Spirit is writing. And then when you have got through -

with tthe Pentateuch about which men are fo talk so much
) - N .
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in days to come, and God has-fsu-mmomedl Moses t@ the
*hill top, and, like a mother putting a tired child to sleep,
He has just put him to bed, and taken his spirit home so\
that “no man, knoweth of his -sepulchre even unto this
day.” And now when we come to the book of Joshua,
of course we are going to have an elaborate photograph
of this great man who had such great difficulties in
carrying things on after Moses was gone! Are we! It
says — and do not miss tthose little words; do not jump
over them in your study of the Bible, listen: “Now after
the death of Moses the servant of the Lovd it came to

» pass, thaJt the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun
Moses’ minister sdying, Moses my servant is dead, but
I am still living.” And that is how it goes on, all thé way
through tite Book, And those men were wonderfully wise;
they had real sense, and showed it by the fact that ﬁhe'y

. ‘had properly appraised their own littleness.

Oh, what a privilege to beallowed to serve in the army
of the Lord! What a wonder that He should make use of
such pigmies ag we are! Do not walk on high heeled boots
— or with them. I do not know how some people do it
anyhow. It ig ot often I moftice such things, but I
saw someone to-day, a lady coming out ‘of a house and

. I really thought she ought to have crutches,.or a stxck
of some sort; and I “wondered what in the world was the
matter until I saw she was trying to walk on stilts that
were called shoes. Oh, there are a lot of people who try
to do that, 'réllig'iou!sly’; -they are always on tiptoe;: they
are so important, with their heads in the clouds; and they .
think-God cannot do without them. My brethren “If half
of us ‘die, will they care for us?” We are prefty small
people, quite unimportant and the Lord could do splendid-
ly without us.

{Then we need to cultlva,te that grace of humility. I
heard a story-some years ago of Mr. Moody He had a
number of English friends at 'a conference in Chicago.
They were staying in the dormitory of the Méody Insti-
tute, as it then was — not a_very large place, not’ as
large as it is now — and late at night, after they had '
all gone to bed, Mr. Moodfy walked about to see that -
everyone was comvforta'b'le He found they were all in
their rooms, and outside 8f every bedroom there was. a
pair of shoes. (You know, that is how they.do in Eng-
land: they just put ‘their shoes outside so that they will
be- cleaned for the morning. I heard a inister say that
the first time he was entertained in Canada he put his"
shoes outside his bedroom door, and he said, “They were
there in the morning, nobody had taken them away.”)
Mr. Moody had been to England, and he knew what their
custom was, He looked about to see how he could get
the shoes clea.ned Everyone was in bed, but he found one
'sttudjenlt who was a little late. “Oh,” he said, “Mr. So-and-
So, look Tere att all these shoes that ought to be cleaned.
Our English friends do not know our ways of doing things
here; and we must not disappoint them. T would like to
get these, shoes cleaned.” The student said, “Mr. Moody,
I came here ttg study for the ministry, not to black shoes!”
“All right,” Mr. Moody said, “Do not trouble, Mr. So-and-.
So.” And so when the important student had gone away
to bed — Mr. Moody had travelled much, and knew how .
to 'do it"— he went to. one of ‘the class rooms and got a
piece of chalk and he gathered up the shoes, and put the
niumber of the room on the bottom of them. Then he
went somewhere, and found some brushes and blacking,
and polished them as perhaps they had never been pol-
ished'before, and returned them alt to their places. A man

telling me of this after said, “If he had ever cleaned my
shoes, and I had found. it out, I should have had a glass .
case made, and kept those shoes in that case for the rest
of my life. I never would have worn them.” But that
‘was indicative of the character of the man.

Oh, when we walk before God, He is 'so great that we
become miothing at all; and anything we can do in His
service confers upon us an honour, if it be.but to give
a cup of cold water in the name of & disciple. Do not let
us-suppose we are of great ‘importance: let us form a
very low estimate of ourselves; and when you have found
the lowest possible es-timate, then you will be g'u'i'lty of
the grossest exaggeration, - less than nothing is van-

- ity, unless the power of God, and the grace of God s!hould :
‘rest upon us.

Then -you will observe ’ohJart these men were prepared
to lay -down their lives: they countéd not their lives dear
unto themselves. There are not many of you here who

remember Victor Frald‘.ley There were three brothers,

Victor, lel and Herbert, all converted here. Victor and
WHIl were the younger of the two, and they entered the ’

army at the time of the war. They had a- talk one night

about the-things of God, as they often did, and then bade
each other good bye. 'I‘hey were in different battalions,
but both battalions went forward to the front line. And
that night Will was killed, and Victor was badly wounded
— in the left leg, I think it was. They had to amputate
it: they took off part of the leg. I saw him in Londong‘
I got him. to come up ko6 See me during the war and, with
a company of others, we had supper together in a Lon-
don restaurant. Victor used two crutches. By this time
he had haid, I think, about half a dozen amputations. They
tried to save as much as they. could of the leg, 80 they
amputated below the.knee, then above ‘the knee,--then
right up ito the thigh; and he had suffered terribly. As
we salt there that night he told me about his last talk with

“his brother Will, and he said it was all about the Lord:

“That is all we talked about, and I know dear Will went
home to be with Christ.” I said, “And how have you got
.along, Vietor?” “Why, Pastor,” he said, “I would not

-thave missed it for anything!” I™said, “You really mean

that — handicapped for life!” “I know; I know all-about

-that, but-you know I did not join the army lightly; and

when I joined ithe army I expected to die, I did literally
offer myself, lay down my life, for my country. And
you see I have got back one leg, and two arms, and toler-
able health — far more than I had a mght to expect for

"when a man becomes a soldier even his life is not his.

own.” Oh, it was a splendid standard, and I have reason )
fo believe that he was just applying really to his patri-
otic “service the pr'mclples which actuated him in his
Christian life. I remember we got him a little car. When
I ‘was in England another time I saw him propelling
"himself in this wheeled chair that. we 'had got for him
here. He was a noble soul.

What I want to make clear to you ‘is this: that no less
than that s the standard of the New Testament for every
- Christian. You remember how they came to the Apostle
Pau), and said, “Now do not ‘go to Jerusalem, for if you
do: you will never come back alive.” He replied that he
did not know to what he was going, except that the Spirit
witnessed thay bonds : and afflictions awaited him, but he
gaid, “None of these things move me, neither count I

my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course -

with joy, and the ministry, which 1 have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of ﬁhe grace of God.”

/

~
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O‘h I 'hear ‘people italking of perfection. I am amazed
at tthe ignorance they display. How far far short-are we
.of ithe standards of this Book! I remember ‘that in the
Rugsian-Japanese 'war one explanation of t'he*mv'mcﬂbilrty
of the Japanese troops was this: that they were taught
that to die was a-sure passpont to glory.: they wanted to
die; ﬁhey did not count life to be worth savmg You get
~a company of men, every one of whom is ready to die,
and" will stop at 'nobhmg, why 'such an army ‘is not only.
invulnerable, buft invincible: you cannot stand before
them. And you cannot stand before a company of Chris-
tian people who have counted- not their lives dear unto
themselves.  If we. were willing to .surrender hfe 1'bse1f,,
how much could we do? “Oh,” somebody says, “we have
outgrown the Old Testament.” Have we? Few of us ever
" come ‘within leagues’ distance of its exalted standards of
‘what dlvme service means — a few paltry pennies, and
we- think we have ‘made a sherifice. A tenth! That j s
marvellous; Is it? Not éne tenth only, but ten tenths ~
“all that we have — our Lord demands “Y-e are not your
own; for ye-are bought with a prlce therefore glorify
G-od in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

I heard of someone in a Baptist church speaking to
this effect, after someone had delivered~an ‘a;d'drress at a

-.. womeh’s meeting: one of the ladies got up ‘and said, “I

am sure, ladies, after this—inspiring address to “Which
Wwe have just listened, many of us will be quite ready to
.surrender our bridge parties” anld» seveml *other things

meefing, which was ‘menrtloned in a Baptist paper — The .

Canadian Baptist. The- address was based on the text in’
Luke, about Jesus g'rowmg in wisdom and stature, and
-80 on. ‘And among other things, he told about how Jesus
discovered Himself; and after ‘a while He - discovered
God. No! He did not discover God — He declared Him!
“No man hath seen God-at any time; the only begotten
" Son, which is_in the bosom of thé Father, he hath de-

clared him.” "I will have nothing to do'with any man -

who seeks to minimize the Lord Jesus Christ. Y You can-
not exalt Him-too much’; you cannot exaggerate when. you

seek to magnify Him. And when you have done the ut- .
most, ‘the half has not been told: He 1s worth ten thou- ~

safid of us. ' o
II. .
Just look a momenlt at -this - INTERESTING COM-

PARISON: when David and his people are going forth -

to rﬂhe“battle, tthe company come ito him for enumeration,
passihg him by the gate, and he longs to go forth with
them, but they declare that HE IS WORTH TEN THOU-
SAND. OF THEM.Soheis.

His honour ‘had been dragged in bhe mire.; Sh.xmel had
‘cubsed him 3s he passed by. He had® been. called a son
of “Belial”.. And’ “those men felt that noﬂhung' was more
important than that their Lord’shoulld be vmdmarted and
His-honour’ upheld. You:and I, dear friends, are some-
times rather troubled about. our reputations. There are
a lot of ministers very much troubled about their reputa--

‘of-the sort until somebody ¢lse arose and said, “Some of ~ tions. They do not believe. in fighting, in contending for

us would- like our speaker this afternoon to understand - the faith: they believe in being peaceable with every-
that we have no rbrxdlge parties to surrender we left that body; until semebody suggests that the dear man got
-+ behind us long ago.” only seventy-five on a certain subject in his course, .
“Neither if half of us die, will they care for us.”.-Listen: where he_got seventy-six and .a half. And the moment

"Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, -striving against -anyone reflects upon his scholastic honour, even if it be

in.,” Having a hard time, are you?.You have not shed -

an'y blood for it, have you? It has not yet const us much to
be Christians. -
'"They were exemplary in anoﬂher ‘manner., t'hat they had
o worthy estzmate of theiir master. They sald “Thou art
worth ten 'ﬂhousand of us.” And in the measure in which .
.they -exalted -him, they humbled themselves : magmfymg
“him, they .minimized tthemselves. We can always find
somebody about our own size: we can find someone, if.

- we look, just a little bit smaller at, every point. We can

always find some- justification for little aots, and llttle
service, and meagre giving, and grudging sacrifice: we’
can always find somebody who is doing less than we are

— we stand upon our tiptoes, and rather congra'bulate
But oh, when we look at Hlm, .

ourselves on what we are.
where are we tthen ? “Thou art worth ten thousand of-us”

“When I consider thy heavéns, the work of thy fmgers.
the moon and the gtars, which thou hast omdamedl what .
is man, that thou art mindful-of him? and 'the son of man,
that thou visitest him?”.Read that eighth Psalm It is
a good lesson in humility.: “Thou hast made. him a little

+ lower than the angels, and hast ¢rowned him with glory .

and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion ‘over

" all the works of thy hands.; thou hast put all things under ~

his feet.”" The New Testament tells. us, “We see not yet
all things put ‘under him. But we soe Jesus,. who was -
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering. of
death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by.the
grace of God should taste déath for every- man.” He is
worth ten ‘thousand of us. Have nothing to do with
anybody who minimizes Christ. A brother sent me some .
extracts from an address delivered at a young people’s

but one point, his fists are doubled, and he says, “I
will ﬁnot stand that.” No; he is guite complacent, quite
acquiescent when multitudes drag the honour of his Lord
n the. dust; but for ‘his own honour he 'is supremely
solicitous. Do not be over-sensitive, do not trouble about
what dnyone says. It .will not make much difference in
the long run what sort of name you have.We can afford

“to lose out reputations, “becaule we have not very. much .
to lose any‘ho'w It does not make much difference what -

. people say about us; but He ig worth ten thousand of us:

do nof let anyqne: speak ill of Him. Insist that His Name -

" shall be 'lmonaured ho matter what people may say about
you. It is verxtably true that for the on~gormg of His
righteous purposes the honour of His name is 'imdllslpens-
able — yours is not: Let it go. If you .are right, God

~ will vindicate you in.due t1me and if you are wrong,

. the less you say about it the better for JFou. He is worbh-
ten thousand of us. = -

‘And -as a_iwarrior, how vtrue that was!’ Oh what ex-

pemences~Dav1d lhad had. This was he who matched “him-

'self and his prowess against’ Gohath 'ﬂhe championh of

"Gatli; this 'was- he who ‘had returned victor from a hun-
dred fleldls of battle that had been -victoriously fought.
He was a warrior worthy of any foeman’s steel. ‘And
Uhey sand SWhy, We caririot fight; we are nobodies com-
pared with David, If we die t'halt does not mean that the
cause is lost. But if the king slhould' die, then evenybhmg
'is 1ost.” What a warrior he is! What " expenenoes he-

- had! Really, are wé not sometimes amazed at our own
unbeTuef It is said that Jesus marvelled at the unbelief

of .men. No wonder! And we ought to.marvel at our_ éwn

. Istupxd'lty someblmes, ﬂha.t we s‘hould ever, for a moment
- - 'h hd .. -. LI

~
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. suppose that we are so 1mportant and our hves 80 com-

plicated, and our problems so difficult, our- foesso nu-
merous, that our glorious Captam cannot take care of
.us. He is worth ten thousand of us: “He itaketh up the
igles as a:very little lthmg ”" It would be a pretty smaill
island that would be no bigger “Hhan you, do you not

. ﬂhmk'n’ Why, He can look after us.

" Oh, if 1 had time I would speak of his power when all
Ilsrrael were trémbling, and with. bated breath were telling
each other about-the great chatmpion, and how he had
said, “Send me a man to fight with me.” And this-man,
David, accepted—the challenge, and single-handed he put
all the hosts of Philistia to zf‘hgh't go that, there was a
g'reaJt rout. So is it with our Lord Jesus.

’ III.

But I want tt; say this before I let you go, for after.
all it is the most important part, and let me offer this
suggestion to you students, and Bible teachers; whenever
you are looking irifo the Old Testament for.an illustration
of New Testament, truths, look ‘diligently for that which
you may use as a compa‘x‘lson, which will jllustrate the
truths of the gospel, and you will find many parallels, as

- I have tried to show you this evening; but you will never
find an exact parellel; you will never oomple'te your story
without 'hfavmg o0 proceed from comparison fo conirast,
because there will always be a point at which all analogies
. will break down, and you say, “I have not my fillustration
yet ” You sang ‘dlm's hymn to-mght

“Join all rﬂhe glorious names
Of wisdom, lov€, and power,
That mortals ever knew, s
‘That angels ever bore: ' ’
All are‘too mean to speak His worth ™~
Too mean 'to set my Saviour forﬁh !

Yo'u will alway»s need your pomlt of conbras-t as well as
comparison to s’h»ow how Jesus transcends all others; how

" what He does surpasses what anybody else can possibly

do. ~

Well now, what is THE CONTRAST-? This:
first place they were afraid to have David go to the battle
lest he should ‘be mortally wounded. They said, “Your
life is of such value that we cannet afford to have you

\ exposed to the darts of the enemy. Some arrow may find

its way ito the kmg s heart; then what should we do. Nol,

No! the king s wérth. too much to put him in the fore-
front of the battle.” Ah, but my friends. we have a Cap-
tain of whom ‘that cannot be said, for you will remember
He said, “I am he,that liveth, and was dead” — or became
dead — “and behold, I am alive for- ever&nore ” Nobody
can kill Him; they cannot drive the nails. through His
hands again — they are free to 'help me now — they can
never drive another spear to His heart again, for He is
ascended into the heavens, anud is seated -on the right
thand of the Majesty on high. We have a King Who will
be with us for ever; we have a Priest whose ministry-
will never end: “This man, because he continueth ever,
hath -an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able
also %o 'save them. to ’r.he utterimost” — not ‘from ‘the
uttermost,’ though that s true, but “to the uttermost
thalt come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” After a lititle while we shall be
separated. .These pews, some of them, -will be empty;
" the pulpit. will be empty, and -another generation will sit
here some day; and they will talk about the people who
. . . o X . A

in the

" nations .

~

used to be here, and about the preacher who used to
preach, and every'bhmg will be changed. But there. will
be the same King in the glory; the same. Priest before
the throne; He never dhang'w And we need not be afraid
that He will be wounded in the battle, for He is the same:
‘yegterday, -day, and for ever.

And then will'you note this: they said to him, “Succo'wr.
us out of the"czty ” What did they mean by that? “Go
back lthere in fthe city and we shall remember that you
are there, and by the inspiration of your example, and
by such directiorn ‘as you may tissue from the. crty, we
will fight the battle while you will be out of harm’s way.”

What was it we heard a while ago, that Jesus ever liveth -
-—do you remémber it at the Hamilton Convention, until

it- was revised, a great confession of faith — ithat He
died, and that He ever liveth to be ﬂhe inspiration of His
followers, and loud applause greeted that statement.
“Succour us out of the city.” No, that.is not what the
Bible says, “He ever liveth to make intercession for us.’

He does really succour us out of the ¢ity for the reason

that in that He was tempted, He 'is able to succour them .

that are tempted, the Bible: says. .

And then observe, David did not go forth iwith them
to the battle: he stayed in the city. He said, “All right,
whiat seemeth best to you I will do.” And so he did-not
go forth to the battle. We must never talk like that to
our Lord; it is not what seemeth best to us, but’ what

. seemeth best. to Him, is to determine the course of the -

people. And mark you well,. “No, man goeth awarfare
at his own charges ” And when our great Captain says,.
“T will surely g'o forth with you mysel'f also,” He will
do it, and nobody {shall send Him back into the city. - .
. I loveto. read that story of Joshua’s going roundabout
the walls of Jericho, but especially the chaptet that pre-
cedes it. It was ithe night before the barttle the mghlt)
before the great campaign was to begin. And Joshua had-
a vision, and he saw a man there, a great Warrlor and
he waid.to himself, “I think on whatever side that man

fights, there will be victory, whoever He is.” And, trem- .

blingly, he asked, “Art thou for usg, or for our adver-’
saries?” Al burdens were lifted when the answer came,
“As captain of the host of the Lord am I .now come.”
And Joshua said, “I shall play second to-morrow; I will
walk round the city with the rest of thems others may
not “see, but I shall see Him, for He is going forth with
us to the battle.” =

My brethren, whatever 'flgl‘lt you have, you have not to
fight it alone. Whatever temptation you must meet, you

need not meet it alone; whatever burden-you carr}( you
need not carry it glone; whatever sorrow you suffer, you
need not suffer it alone. He will surely go with us Him-
&elf also, for said He, “Go ve therefore, and teach all
. and,.lo” — not ‘T will be with you’ but —
“I am wwh you all the days, even unto the end of the
age.” And this is one of them. And He is with us_fiow.

And then, my £riends, in another, a deeper, and an in-
flmtely greater sense than it was true of David, our Lord
is worth, actually, ten thousand of us, because He'is with
u8. In ancient days there was an army depressed by- the
overwhelming superiority of the enemy, and they had
numbered the people just as they did in David’s day, and
‘holding a council of war, the officers said, “We are hope-

lessly outclassed; they have so many thousands, and wé ’

have but so many thousands.” But their victorious gen-
eral, who had never-lost a battle, was silent for a while,

and when they had painted-. the prospect in the darkest '
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colour, he rose and.said, “True soldxers but how many

do you count ‘me for?” “Oh,” they sald “that is another
story.” ..

Are you having- a hard itime down in the shop, down
in the store? Poor Jarvis St. peopl I am so sorry for
you! They give you ‘such a terrible time sometimes, do
whey not? You almost lose your reputation for sanity by
coming ‘here. - Having a hard time? How many do you
count Christ for? Is He not with you? “Well' but you
know, -1 am outclassed down there; I am outnumbered.
’I‘here are not any Baptists where I am, I am the only
one.” How many do you count.Christ for? He is worth ten
thousand of you. In His strength you can overcome all

- your foes. Hallelujah! What a Saviour! B

“The Son of God goes forith to war,
1A kingly crown to gain;
\ 'His blood-red banner streams afar,

Who fTollows in His train? |

Who best can drink his cup of woe,
Triumphant over pain: 3

Who patient bears his cross below, |
.He follows in Histrain.

- “The ma'ntyr,vfi'rSTt, whose eagle eye
- Could pierce beyond the grave;
Who saw his Master 'in ‘the sky, .
. And called on Him to save: =~
Like Him, with pardon on his tongue,
In midst of mortal pain}, ’ -
He prayed for them that did the wrong:
Who follows in His train?

~ “A glorious band, the chosen few,
. . On whom the Spirit came:
e Twelve valient saints, their hope they knew,
- And moclged ‘the cross and flame.
They met the tyrant’s brandished steel,
The lion’s gory mane; -
They bowed their necks 1Jhe death, to feel:
'k Who follows in t‘helr train?-

“A noble army — men and boys,
The matron and the maid —
Around the Saviour’s throne rejoice,
In robes of light arrayed.
) They climbed the steep ascent of heaven
N . Through peril, toil, and pain:
‘O God, to us may grace be- guven
~ Tofollow in their train.”

MAY 20 RALLY

BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH

. HARRISTON.
2.30 p.m.—Rev. R. J. Reed; B.‘Th.]
7.30 p.m.—Dr. H. C. Slade '
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Supper will be served.

COME AND ENJOY THIS SPIRITUAL
FEAST .

\

For. Younger Readers
"A LESSON IN HYPOCRISY N

Woe unto you, scribes and Phamsees, hypocrites!—for
ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward but are within full of dead men’s
bones, and of all uncleanness (Matt, 23:27). . A rn'lsmon-
ary who is the headmaster of a high school for boys,at
Dehra Dun, India, found that two pupils had cheated by
copying rﬁhelr essays from a ‘book. Next morning at pray-
ers, he said to-his assmnbled’ clasees, “I am going 'to show
you a hypocrite.” Then he héld up a small beam from the
roof of the house. It was about.three inches square and
six feet long. Three sides were ‘perfect, nicely: tarred.
But when he. turned. it over the fourth side, which. had
been holding up the roof, was seen. Tt was hollow. ‘The

" whiite ants, such terrible pests in India, had tummeled

their way through until all the inside was eaten. T‘hey
had left just the outside surface so that the beam -still
looked strong and-smooth. After holding up the hollow
beam, the missionary said, “I have mot only found an ‘it’
hypocrilﬁe (beam) in*this school, but also, two ‘he’ hypo-
«crites.” He picked up 'the two essays, read a paragraph
from eadh and then the same paragraph from the book
from w'hueh they had been copied. “Bakht Bahadur and
Kunj Bihari Lall, come up here and face the «class,” the
teacher ordered. . Not a sound' was heard as the gualﬂ:y
boys obeyed. Tlhen the printipal took thé beam and bang-
ed it over the desk. It brolge very easily because it was
so thin and weak. Giving aipiece to each -of the boys, b

told them to -carry their “'hypocmlbe” with them fto eae’h
of their classes. It was to be laid on the desk as a
reminder. The two ant-eaten sbicks must have taught
their lesson well, for-in that school ithere is not a- boy
who does not kiow . what, “hypocrite” means, and who
wouldn’t hate to have one of these telltale sticks laid upon
his desk as a sign that he had been a cheat.. v

—The Sunday School Times

THE MEANNESS OF THE SABBATH BREAKERS,
How unutterly méan is the behaviour of the Sabbath
breaker. It is as though a man had a large estate, and
he said to his 'employees: “Now, I will give you to-day
for yourselves — you need not toil a particle;” and then,

at ithe -close of the day, the employer should find out

that ‘ﬂhey had been stealing out of the corn-crib, niot con-

tent with the rest_he had given them. Just so those do -

who, when God tells them to rest, and gives them an
opportunity ito_rest, employ the hours for their own en-
joyment, neglecting, or entirely overlooking the fact
that God all the time on the Sabbath day is just as busy
for therd as He is on any other day. Their corn is grow-

" ing just as rapidly on Sabbath as on Monday, Tuesday,
~ Wednesday, Thursday, Friday or Saturday. Their bonds

and mortgages are bringing just as much interest. Al-
though God 'hlas glven them a day of rest, He has not
taken His hand frém their worldly interests.—TALMAGE.

HILLS OF LIGHT AND JOY é
Through ithe week we go down into 'the valleys of care
and shadow. Cur Sabbaths should be hills of light and joy
in God’s presence; and, as time rolls by, we ghall go on
from mounitain top to mountain’ fbop, till at last we catch
tthe glory of the gaite, and enter in, to_go no more out
" forever. -

»
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INSTRUCTIONS IN SOUL- WINNING

‘By Charkl:s H. Spurgeon _
_ (Parts II, IIT) ) : -

s

“And] he saith unto them, Follow Me, and I w111 ‘make you flsfhers of men. »__Matthew 4:19.

IL

BUT secondly, and briefly, ﬁhere is ISOME’I‘I—IING FOR .

THE LORD TO,DGC. When His dear servan'ts are
followmg Him, He says, “I will make you fighers of
-men”’; and be it never forgotten rt;hajt. it is He that makes
, us follow Him; so that, if the -follawmg of Him be the
step to being made a fisher of men, yet this He gives us.
'Tis all of His Spirit. I have talked about catching His
spirit, and abiding in Him, and.obeying Him, and heark-
ening to Him, and copying Him; but none of these things
are we capable- of apait from His working them all in us.
“From Me is thy fruit.found,” is a text which we must
not for a moment forget. So, then, if we do-follow Him;
it is He that makes us follow Him; and so He makes us
fishers of men. _

But, further, if we follow Christ, He w'111 make us fish-
ers of men by all our experience. I am sure that the man
who is really consecrated to bless others will be helped
in this by all that he feels, especially by his afflictions.
‘I often feel very grateful to God that I have undergone
fearful depression of spirits. I know the borders of de-
spair, and ‘the horrible brink of that guif of darkness into
which my feet have almost gone; but hundreds 'of times
I have been able to give a helpful grip to brethren and

sisters who have come .into that same- condition, which-

grip 1 could never have given if I had not known their
deep despondency. So I believe that the darkest and most
dreadful experience of a c¢hild of God_ will help him to be
a fisher of men if he will but follow Christ. Keep close
to your Lord, and.He will make every step a blessing to
you. If God in providence should make you rich,-He will
fit you to speak t6 those ignorant and wicked rich who
-80 much abound in this city, and so often are the cause

- of 'its worst sin. And if the Lord is pleased to let you be
poor, you can go down and talk to those wicked and ig-

norant poor people who so often are the cause of sin in
this city, and so greatly need the gospel. The winds of
providence will waft you ‘where you can fish for men.
The wheels of providence are "full of eyes, and alll those
eyes will look this way to help us-to be winners,of souls.
You will often be surprised to find how God has been.in
a house that you visit: before you get there, His hand
has been at work in its chambers. When you wish to
speak to some particular individual, God’s providence has
been -dealing with: that individual to make him ready for
just that word which you could say, but which nobody else
but you could say. Oh, be you following Christ, and you
will find that He will, by every: experience through which

- _Yyou are passing, make you fishers of men!

Funther than that, if you will follow Him, He will-make
you fishers of men by distinct monitions in your heart.
There are many monitions from ‘Ged’s Spirit which dre
not moticed by Christians when they are in a callous con-
-dition;-but when -the heart is right with God, and living
in communion with God, we feel a sacred sensitiveness,
so that we do not need the Lord to ehout, but His faintest
whxsper is heard. Nay, He need not even whisper. He

will guide us with His eye Ch, how many mulish Chris-
tians there are, who must be 'held' in with bit and bridle,
and receive a cut of the whip evéry now and t!hen' But
the Christian who follows his Lord shall be ltendlerly gﬁu‘ld-

-ed. I do not say that the Spirit of God will say to you,

“Go near, and Jom thyself to this chariot,” or that you
will hear-a word "in your ear; ‘but yet in your soul, as
distinétly as the Spmt said to Philip, “Go near, and - -Jjoin
thyself to this chariot,” you shall hear the Lord’s will. As
soon as you See an individual /%Hhe ﬂﬁonug‘hlt shall cross
your mind, “Go and speak to that person.” Every oppor-
tunity of -usefulness shall be a call to yod. If you are
ready, the door shall open before you, and you s'hall hear
a voice behind you saying, “This is the way; walk ye in
it.” If you have the grace to run in the right way, you
shall never be long withoult an intimation as to what the
right way is. .That right way shall lead you to river or

sea, where you ican cast your net,-and be a fisher of men. .

Then, too, I-beliéve that the Lord meant by ‘this that
He would give His followérs the Holy Ghost. They were
to follow: Him, and,then, w‘hen they had seen Him ascend
into the holy place of the Most ‘High, they were to tarry
at Jerusalem for a little while and the Spirit would
come upon them, gmdl clothe them with a mysterious
power. This Word was spoken to Peter and Andrew;
and you know how it was fulfilled to \P'e“ber What a host
of fish he brought to land the first time he cast the net
in the power of the Holy ‘Ghost! “Follow Me, and I will
make you zflshe'rsu of men.’

Bre'hhren ‘we have no conception of w‘hat God couid do°

by this company of Ibehe'vers gathered in the Tabernacle
to-night. If now we .were to be filled with the Holy
Ghost, there are enough of us to evangelize London. There
atre enough here to be tthe means of the salvation of the
world. God saveth not by many nor by few. Let'us seek
to be made a benediction to our fellow-creatures; and if
we ‘seek it, let us hear this directing voice, “Follow Me,
and I will make you fishers of men.” You men and women
that sit before me, you,are by the shore of a great sea of
human©life swarming” with the souls of men. You live
in the midst of millions; but if you will follow Jesus, and
be faithful to Him,.and true to Him, and do what He bids
you, He will make you fishers of men. Do not say, “Who
shall save this city ?”” The weakest shall be-strong enough.
Gideon's barley cake shall smife the tent, and make it lie
along the ground. Samson, with the jawbone, taken up
from the earth where it was lying bleaching in the sun,
shall smite the Philistines. Fear not, neither be dismayed.
Let your responsibilities drive you closer to your Master.
Let horror of prevailing 'sin make you look into His dear
face who long ago wept over Jerusalem, and now weeps
over London. Clasp Him, and never let go your hold. By
the strong and mighty impulses of the .divine life within
you,, quickened and brought to maturity by the Spirit of
God, learn this lesson from your Lord’s own mouth:

“Follow Me, and T will make you fishers of men.” You
are not fit for it, but He will make you fit. You cannot

\
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do it "of yourselves, but He will make you do it. You do
not know how to spread nets-and draw ‘shoals of fish to

" shore, but He will teach you. Only follow Him, - and He
will make you fishers 6f men.

I wish that I could somehow say this as with a voice ~

of thunder, that the whole Church of God might hear
it. I wish I could write it in stars: aﬂhwar't the sky, .
“Jesus saith, Follow . Me, and I will-make you fishers of
men.” If you forget the precept, the promise shall never
be yours. If you follow some other track, or imitate
some. other’ Ieadler you shall fish in vain. God grant us

to believe fully that Jesus can do great things in us, and’

sthen do ‘great things by us for the good of our fellows'

’ . I :

The last" pomt you might work out in. full for your-
selves in-your private meditations with much profit. We
have here A EIGURE FULL OF. INSTRUCTION. I will
give you but two or three ﬂhoug‘hits which you can use.

“T will make you fishers of men.” You have been flslhera )
~ - of fish:

if y\éu follow Me, I will make : you ‘fishers of men.
A fxrs'her is a person who is very dependent’ and needs

to be trustful. He cannot see the fish. One who fishes in

the sea must go and _cast in the net, a8 it were, at a
perad'veriture ‘Fishing is an act of faith.” I have often
seen, in the Mediterranean, men go with their boats, and
enclose acres of sea with vast nets; and yet, when they
have drawn the net to shore, they have not*had as much _
result.as-I could put in my hand., A few wretched s:iilvery
nothings have made up the great take: 'Yet they have

gone again, and cast the great net. several times a day,

hopefully expeebm'g something to come of it. Nobody
is so dependent upon God as the minister of God. Oh, this

\ fishing from the Tabernacle pulpit! What a work of-

famﬂh' I cannot tell that a soul’ will be bmug‘h't to God by
it." T cannot judge. whether my sermoh will be suitable
to the persons who ‘are here, except that I do believe that
God will, guide me in the casting of the net.
.Him to work salvation, and I depend upon H1m for ‘it.
I love this complete dependence, and if I could ‘be offered
a certain ‘amount -of preaching power, which should be
enﬁlrely at my own disposal, and lby which I could- save
smnlens, I would beg the Lord not to let- me have it, for

"Lt is far more delightful to be entirely-dependent upon
Him at all times. It is good to be a fool when Christ is ..

made unto you wisdom. It is a blessed thing to be weak

* if Christ becomes more fully your strength.,Go to work,

you who would be fishers of men, and yet feel your. in-
sufficiency. You that have mo’ strength, attempf. this
divine work. Your Master’s’ strength will be seen when
your own has all ‘gone, A fisherman is a dependent per-
son, he must look up for success every time he puts the

- net down; but still he is a ttustful person and therefore

Ihe casts in the net Joyfully torr -

A fisherman who gets his living-by it is a diligent and
perse'vermg man. The fishers are up at dawn. At day-
“break our fishermen off -the Doggerubank are fishing,
" and t‘hey continue fishing itill late in the afternoon. As
long as hands can work, men will fish. -May the Lord
Jesus ‘make us hard-workmg, persevering, unwearied
fishers of men!- “In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest not
. whether shall prosper, either this or that.” .

The fisherman in ‘his own -craft is intelligent and
watchful It looks very easy, I dare say, to be a figher-
man, but you would find that it was no. c}uld’e play if

t

" do any work for Christ except when we fee] up to the oo

.the .world said to you, “I am a  fisherman, but I have

you were to take a real part in it There is an art in it,
dfrom the mending of the net right on to ithe pulling it
to shore. How diligent thé fisherman fis to prevent the’
_figh 'leapmg out of the net! I heard a great noise one
"night in the sea, as if some huge drum were being beaten
by a giant; and I looked out; and I saw that the fishermen _
of Mentone “were beating the water to drive the fish into
the net, or to keep tthem from leaping out when .they had
. once ‘encompassed them with it. Ah, yes! and you and
I will often have to be*watching the corners of the gos-
pel net lest sinners who aLre almost caught should make
their .escape. They are very crafty, these fish, and they
use this craftiness in end!eavourlng to avoid.salvation.
We shall have to be always at our business, and to exer- .
cise all our wits, and more than our own wits, if we are
to be successful fishers of men. -,

The fisherman is a very laborious person. It is not at-_
all an easy calling. He 'dnes not sit in an ‘armchair and - -
catch fish. He -has to, go out in rough weathers. If he o
that regardeth the cloudls\ will not sow, I am sure that ‘
he that regardeth the clouds will never figh. If we never

Y

mark, we shall not do-much. If we feel that we will not °
. pray because we cannot pray, we shall never pray; and 1f - o
we say, “I will not preach to-day because I do not feél
thatt I could preach,” we shall hever preach any preaching
that is worth the preaching. - We must be always at it, .
until we wear ourselves out, throwing-our whole soul into - 4
" the work in all weathers, for Christ’s sake. ) )
The fisherman is o daring man. He tempts the boister- S
ous sea. A little brine in his face does not hurt him; he . :
has been wet through a thousand times, it is not'hing to .
him. He never expected, when he became’a deep-sea fish- B
erman, that he was going to sleep in #the lap of ease. So T
the true minister of Christ, Who fishes for souls, w111
nevér mind a little risk. He will be bound to do 6r say "= -
many a thing that is-very unpopular and some- Christian

I expect- people may even judge his utterances to be too severe. He - 4

must do and say that which, is for the good of souls. It- - ’ |
is not his to entertain.a quesltlon as to what others will

think of his doctrine, or of him; but in the name of the
Almighty God he must feel, “If the sea roar and the ful- 7.
ness thereof, sbill at my Master’s command I will let down .
the net.” - =,
Now, in the last place, the man whom Christ makes a -
fisher of men is succeés,ful “But,” says one, “I have al- . "
ways heard that Christ’s mmwte'rs' are to'be faithful, but- i
that they cannot be sure of bemg successful.” Yes, 'T have g y
heard that,saying, and one way I know it.is true, but o
another way I have my doubts about it. He that is faith- o
ful is, . in God’s way and.in Godl’s judgment, successful, .~ '
more or léss. -For instance, ,lhere lis a brother who says |
thatche -is faithful. Of course, I must believe him, yet I T i
never heard of a sinner being saved undér him. Indeed,

I should think that lthe safest place for a person to be i in_ . j
- if he did not want to be saved would be under this Ig'enltle- :
man’s ministry, because he does not preadh any’dhmg thit
is likely to arouse, impress, or convince anybody. This
brother is “faithful”, so he says. Well, if any person in

P

never caught anything,” you would wonder how he could

be called a fisherman, A farmer who never grew-any
wheat, or any other crop — is he a farmer? When Jesus . .
_ Christ says, “Follow Me, and' I will make you fishers of =~ -
men," He mieans that you shall really catch men, that you

really shall save some; for 'h'g that never did get any fish
v, ' —_— ) ' \
/
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i is not a fisherman. He ithat never saved a sinner after holy or separated from sin unto God by the Father- (1 Cor.
years of work is not a minister of Christ. If the.result 1:2; 1 Thess. 5:23), as preserved ‘or kept holy in Christ who

is theif life (John 17:11-15; 1 Pet. 1:5), and as called into

y .- - ofhig life-work is nil, he made a mistake when he under- g onhiy, and service. by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 1:7). The.

' ook it. Go thou with the fire of God in thy hand, and’ three Persons of the Godhead are engaged in the salvation of
fling it among the stubble, and the stubble will burn. the belieyer (1 Pet. 1:2). : -

Be thou sure of that. - ‘Go thou and scatter the good seed; . As a devited servant of the Lord .(Jas. 1:1), .Jude was

it may not all fall-in fruitful places, but-some of it will. ?gﬁqipah;ga?glplg?mg ho writing of an Epistle concern-
- : . ) % ing our gre vation e co! in .
Be thou sure of that. Do but shine, and some eye or other . 0\ " eS 0 Which is profane or unholy (Acts 10:14, 15),

will be lightened thereby. THou must, thou shalt succeed. put with the' connotation that salvation is a matter of com-

: .-'But remember this is the Lord’s, word, “Follow Me, and rsno_n_ gntgregtdfc%-v lfn' Chx_-istga;xﬁ (Tit.- 3:4).'teBut( 2th§ 1:Hoiy,
I will make you fishers of men.” Keep close to Jesus, and- »2pirit ol God, Who inspired the sacred writers (2 Pet. 1:
) ey e gra . . 19-21), and also the.sacred writings (2 Tim. 3:16), directed his

d.° as Jesus dhd""’_’ in His .spl-nt, a“",i' H.e will make you attention to the necessity of warning the believers that they
fighers of men., , . . . . . should “earnestly contend for the faith which was once
Perhaps I speak to an attentive hearer who is.not con- delivered to the saints” (Phil. 1:27; 1 Tim. 1:18; 6:12; 2 .-

" —

verted at all. Friend, -1 have ‘the same thing to say to Tim. 1:13; 4:7). . , _
you. You also may follow Christ, and then He can use  jI. The Apostasy: verses 4-16. - o .
you, even-you. I do not know but that He has brought - Wh j e o . . .

. AN X , o - y was Jude directed to turn- aside from his original
you ‘4o this place that Jyou may be SB«_VG'@, and that 'in af_:ter intention? A new danger threatened the church, and the
years He miay make you speak for His name and glory. believers must” bestir themselves to action. Apostasy was
Remember how He called Saul of 'Tarsus, and made him ?ei%ming_-ihtcl;%asiﬂgly 1rt:revfastlent, ‘and they m&ust defen&i ::lllle'

. ey . Aol ers make th aith against the assaults of impious men and not stand.idly

‘ﬂh'-e apos!‘,le of 'ﬁh,(? Cfemtlles. Recla'imeli' poadli{er!sﬁl %lfls: by while-they were being robbed of the sacred Gospel which -
- best game-keepei's; and saved sinners make the a had been ec6mmitted to their trust. Cerfain men were stealth-
preachers. Oh, that you would. run away from your old ily worming theireway into places of leadership, ungodly men,
mastér to-night, without giving him & minute’s notice; apostate men, men who wilfully rejected and actively opposed

: 2ot ian he. wri 1. st the truth of God, and whose misdeeds had been the subject of
{gr;éfm):ogﬁe hlx_m .?}’I".y mtdlce, he. v:lg"g‘;lgayws'lé“g?stﬁn ‘prophetic v_varnir;g's (verse 19; Matt. 24:11; Acts 20:30; 2 Cor.
. 8, . 84y, €re 18 & poor - y * MY 11:13; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Pet. 2:1). These false teachers twisted

Lord, T bear the fetters still upon my wrists, Wilt Thou the Gospel to make it appear as‘though the grace of God
d set me free, and 'make me Thine own?” Remember, it is allowed men to cortinue unchecked in their own wicked ways
written, “Him tHat cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast (Rom. 6,=1;té,P;t5 2:16; 2 Petl-t21;19; 3:16])s’s a:hgying tléat ifka

e B (it 3 o middle  man is justified by grace apart from works, then good works
out.” Ne'ver “’.“"?‘W"'Y s']{ave came bo Oh'n"s't in the middle are of no ‘account. They overlooked the fact that we are .
of the night without His taking him in! and He never -gayed “unto good works” (Eph. 2:10). They also denied that
gave one up to-his old master.  If Jesus makes you free, Jehovah was God alone (verse 25; 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:15, 16) and
you shall be free indeed. Flee away to Jesus, then, on that Jesus Christ was the Lord Jehovah (1 John 4:1-3; 5:1;
a sudden. May His good Spirit help you, and He wiil by- 3 John 7, 9).

by

nd-by- ma ou a wi A to His praise! Go . God’s people could judge of the wickedness of these apos- .
-and Y make y .a winner of others to His praise! God tate teachers and the punishment awaiting them by recalling
q !
~ bless you! Amen.. I the fate of such leaders in the past.. The Israelites who

. ; —_ defied God were overthrown in the wilderness (Numb, 14:
o Co ) 29, 37; 26:64, 65). The- fallen angels who transgressed the

. : : - ] commandment of God-had been doomed to destruction (2 Pet.
B‘hlﬂ Schnnl LESS““ llt B 2:4). ,Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding evil cities,
! 4 . v T centres of unspeakable iniquity were visited with -fire and

- ‘became examples of the eternal judgment awaiting those
Volume 21 ° Second Quarter =~ Lesson 7  May 19, 1957- who scorn the law of God (Gen. 19:24: 3 Pet. 2:6). =

; ~ . ‘- : The- leaders of Jude’s day were characterized as filthy
. OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) ) * dreamers, men full of evil imaginings (Gen. 6:5; Jer. 38:25-

R \ -7 28); as those who defile the flesh or corrupt the nature of
THE ACTS OF THE AEOSTATES . men (2 Pet. 2:12); as those who despise dominion or scorn
Lesson Text: Jude 1-16. - the. control and rule of God over their-hearts (2 Pet. 2:10;
Golden Text: “It was needful for me to write unto you, and 3:3); and as those who speak evil of dignities, who do not
exhort you that ye should earnestly contefid for the faith shun to treat with insolence those whom God has placed in
which was once delivered unto the saints”—Jude 8. - high positions. They would not follow the example of -
- . . . . Michael the archangel (Dan. 10:13), who did not presume to
Introduction: R rail even against the Devil himself, probably at the time when
. .. _'This brief Epistlé was written by Jude or Judas, the brother the Adversary was attempting to snatch from him the body
-of the James who wrote the Epistle of James, and who was of Moses, as- the archangel was bearing it aloft to heaven
a pillar in the church.at Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13; Jas. - (Deut. 84:6). These impious men are insolent in their speech
%:lli;x If 1ft be tiue;das( énalnsgl tlhgi;lk,Jﬂ:iat thmlg amles vir’a.s El.e and corrupt in their behaviour. .
rother of our Lo al. 1:19), Jude would also be His . . , . . . .
brother in the flesh. The time and place of writing are - bLﬂ.‘e Ca“i' }hﬁ';le 3‘3?515?"1&“%3“11‘ lil'.lli ur}behlif and dl(sl'
> uncertain, but probably 67 or 68 A.D. is the approximate date; obedience a(fte 'oth 8:12); fe. : a}?t’: ey .WaN “i) g;;e &
As in Second. Peter, which resembles Jude in raterial and - g??'zspll,“i ™ o r‘l’:ies'l‘{’ :hmt% (:;mnqss ( (‘im(‘l oty the
- purpose, the Christian is admonished to be steadfast in the 73-2 Pe H )d’ ’if; ;)els-(l)r:s Sllgg ej{“sfh anb ) y tae
time of apostasy. . - _ ) servants of God (Numb. 16:1-3, ). As they boldly join
the Christians in the love feast preceding the communion

1i £ Jude: ) service, although unworthy-to have a4 part in. that holy fel-

ut me;y ;h: Address: verses 1-8 ’ lowshil;, (1 Cor. 11:29), they are like harpies, unclean birds

i II. The Apostasy: verses4-16. which swoop down upon tables where food is spread, defil-
II. The Admonition: verses 17-25. . . gt . ) ,

-~ Exposition: : _ These iniquitous leaders are false shepherds, greedily feed-

. . . ’ .- " ing themselves instead of ministering to the hungry flock
L., The Address: verses 1-3. .. - (Ezek. 84:8, 18). They resemble clouds which promise rdin
The General Epistle of Jude is plainly addressed to Chris- in the time of drought, but disappointingly give'out no mois-
.tians, described in Scriptural language as sanctified, made ture, clouds that drift about at the\mercy 'of prevailing winds.
Ny
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: L1ke trees whose fruit withers before maturing, they afford . Suggested Hymns -
no nourishment or refreshment to anyoné. The trees also - The Son of God goes forthto war.
. wither and are uprooted, as being a curse to the very ground. . " Firmly stand for God.
- Again,’ these false teachers are likened to the waves of _ . Stand up, stand up for Jesus. .
the sea, tossing about ‘in foaming anger, bringing death and - There’s a royal banner. ~
destruction. Instead of being like stars to reflect the glory Only an armour-bearer.
of their Maker, as they move in their proper orbits, these men - Almost persuaded. .
are hlll(e stairs which wanderdfromdthelrdorg:red paa.t‘;ihs(,l hulrl- . " = . ;e
ing themselves into space, doomed to darkness and desola- ) “ _ .
tion for ever (Rev. 8:10, 11; 14:10, 11; 20:10; 21:8). . - 'TWAS A SHEEP - NOT A LAMB
The judgment reserved,for such apostates was prophesied * *Twas a sheep, not @ lamb, that went astray

by Enoch‘ (Gen. 5:18, 24), who foretold the commg of the

Lord in glory with Hls saints to bring condemnation upon In the parable that Jesus told;

all such ungodly men (1 Thess. 3:13; 2 Thess, 1:7-10).. They ~ 1 Wasa grown-up sheep that Wand'el’ed away ©

will -receive just punishment for all their wicked actions and From the ninety and niite in the f01d
words. They murmur and complain against-God, defying Him And out-on the hilltop, and out in the coﬂd
and insolently refusing to order their ways after His com- Mwas a sheep that ithe Cood Shepherd soughtt ;.
mandments. Casting aside all thought of coming. judgment, A d back 4o the flock and back to the fold
they speak in.a proud, boastful manner and curry favour with T © Llock a. €
the so-called great men of the world (Jas. 2:1), and they - "T'was a sheep that the Good Shepherd brought. ,
trample upon all pnnclples of truth and justice. - - - Now, why should the sheep be so carefully fed,-
- Daily Bible Readings ' g And ca;f" 'f‘:: Sven Wg‘ﬁ’ ~
May 13—Ezekiel Warns Against False TeachersE " 34' 119 e?’l';g;ewﬂﬁ:ajd lﬂge ﬂie;ﬂl)s atsa-’airo wrong' :
zek. 34:1-19
May 14—Paul Warns ‘Against False Teachers .......... 2 Tim. 3 - —Th%i?nﬂbs Wg}ll .fo.lldw.ghe sheep, yqu know,
May 15—Peter Warns Against False Teachers ... 2 Peter 2 I th'lziever ey wander, “illl'el ev§r-'{:hey £o.
May 16—John Warns Against False Teachers ......./.. 2 John f T E ﬂhlee]'fg g'obswrong', it will not be long
‘May 17—Punishment Visited Upon Disobedient IIs’ra.ello'6 6.7 ' So st;ﬂl v:1 tﬂhlghe :ﬂf:eaﬁs&?tné :s they; v plead,
S8, - - i earnestl
May 18—Pumshment Visited Upon Rebellious Korah For the sake of the lambs 'to‘d@;yl ,
Numb. 16:1-8, 81-85 If the lambs are lost, what a terrible cost
May 19—The Doom of Apostate Leaders ................... Rev. 20 , The sheep will have-to-pay. —Selected -
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