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"HE GIVETH HIS B~LOVED SLEEP" 
'THE capti'On of 1Jlli-s article 'is a I'Ovely. W'Ont. ' Apart 

, from the gift 'Of salvation, there is BCa'rcely a greater 
,gift...:tihat God Himself can bestow lthan the blessing of 
sleep. Mrs. Browning wrote: . ' 

"Of all the thop.ghts of God that are' , 
Borne.inward into souls afar, 
Along the Psalmist's music deep, 
NoW tell me if that any is, 
For gift or grace, surpassing this -
'He giveth His beloved, sleep'? 

. "What would we give to our beloved? 
The hero's heart to be unmoved, 
The poet's star-tuned harp to sweep, 
The patriot's voice to teach and rouse, 

, The monarch's crown to light the brows? -
. 'He giveth His beloved, sleep'. 

"What do we give to our beloved? 
A little faith all undisproved, 
A little dust to overweep, 
And bitter memories to make 
.The whole earth blasted for our sake: 
'He giveth His beloved,.s~eep'. 

"'Sleep soft, beloved!' we sometimes say, 
, Who have no tune to charm away 
. Sad dreams that through the eyelids creep: 

. But never doleful dream again ' 
Shall break the happy slumber when 
'He giveth ~is beloved; sleep'. 

~'Ay, men may wonder while they scan 
A living, thinking, feeling man 
Confirmed in ~uch a rest to keep; 
But angels 'say, and through the word 
I think their happy smile is ·heard -
'He giveth ~is beloved, sleep'." 

, 

But notwitihstandiing the s'OotJMng loveliness of such 
a word, we doubt if thaJt is really w-hat t!h'at tert means. 
Here' is the context: "Except 1:!he Lord build 4Jhe house, 

. they labou.r 'in vain tb.'at buHd' :it:. except the Lord keep 
the city, the watc'hman waketlh but in vain, ' It is vain 
f'Or y'Ou to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat t'he bread 
of 'sorrows: \for, so he giveth his be10v:ed -sleep". 

WbRt'is the significance 'Of tlhat line? The Psalmist 
s.peaks of attempting to ibuild, a 'h'Ouse, unless' the, Lord 
keep the -city; ·'he 'BaY'S' it 'is va.in to ,rIse up early, and 

I 

sit up late, and: to eat 11he bi'eaJd of t'Oil, "for so, He 
giveth untto His beloved in sleep/" Does it n'Ot mean that 
while we sleep our Lord 'is looking after -ou·r interests',? 
Whiile we 'sleep 1's :it not written: "Behold, 'he that keep
e1Jh Israel 61haH neith~r slumlber nor sleep." 

Why 'sh'Ould we 'spend sleepless, anxIous nights, worry-
,ing ab.out 'Our affairs, when our ,gleepless Lord ,i'~ attend
ing'OO our interests? We 1Jhink 1Jhat is wh'at it ..... means, 
that whoile, His' ,beloved are sleeping, He giveth to His 
hel'Oved in ·sleep. 'I:he Revi'sed Version 'has it: "It:is vain 
for you that y~ rise up early; and, 'so ,late take :rest." We 
ihave known, in the ca'se of 'sicknes's', when the ·patient 
needs constant watching, and 'someone is.rde-Iegated to sit 
up 'and )<:eep 'the p'atient unaer 'Observation, an'Ot1her volun
teers to 'S1hare the night's vigil; bu,t the waJtcher wi'sely 
s'ays, "lifo, n'O; y'Ou go t'O bed, and take your rest, so that· 
you will be ,ready for the du,ty of to-mo,rrow. It were 
useless f'Or !both of us t'O 'lose our rest by watC'hing." 

While oui' Lord .i-s keeping watclJ., and iin tlhe assurance 
that He Who Ieee'peth. us wil'l neitJher ,slumber n'Or sleep, .. 
l~t us take our rest, f'Or 'Of this we' may be 'sure He will 
glve unto His ibeloved in sleep. 

Af'ter aU is not't'h,at law written in natu,re? The seed 
is -cast into tlhe grounq" 'and buried, ,but whli1e it lies there, 
:tJhe LQrd of 'the ~rvest iis giv.ing the increa'se. While 
t'he 'seed sleeps the whole worldi with verdure clad i's a 
testim'Ony to the divine sleeples'sness. 

'''For from of old ~en have not heard, neither p,er
ceived· by the 'ear, neitJherhat'h· the eye seen a 'God be'side 
thee, vy'hiclt worketh .f'Or ru.m 1:!hat 'Waiteth for him." 

Is it. not part of tlle function of 1ai1Jh to enarble us 
to ca:srt an 'Our cares upon' Him; and rest ,in tlhe aSoSur-' 
ance ·tJhat He :ca.re1fu for ''Us? We must 'sleep ~metimes, 
or 's.leep alt<>ge1jher. 'There ii,s' a limit to iflhe enlduranc~ of 
the flesh, and we must learn, f'Or a whHe, 'h'Ow to leave 
our unfirriS'hed· 'tasks t'O· Him Wh'O neither. slumbers. nor 
s'leeps. Then may we say: 

"Come, gentle sleep! attend thy votary's prayer, 
And, 'though death's image,' to my couch repair; 
How sweet, though lifeless, yet with life to lie; 
A~d, without dying, 0 how sweet to die!" 

Thus· the' white 'Snows of Winter (fan, to wra'p the tired 

," ' 
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earth about 'as with ,robes of ermine, 'and natu:r~ ,sleeps; 
but the tireless WOl'ker of the skies works on; and in the 
beauties of the Spr:ing, andi the g'olden'glories of the 
Summer, weare able' :1;0 see something of. what He, tqe 
great Giver of all, has given to the wotld ,in 'sleep. 

: -DR. T. T. SHIELDS ' 

AMONG OURSELVES 
Rev. -G. A. Adams ~nd Mrs. Adams are rejoicing in the 

gift ofa second, son, Rona'ld Thomas, on Monday, April 
8th. 

* * * 
Rev. Joseph McCa:ba of 'the Evangelieal Baptist Mis

sion, which has ,fields in French Africa, Syria, Martin
ique 'and 'New Brunswick, wa's a, welcome v·i-sHJOr on 
T·hursday, A'pril 11th .. In the afternoon he lectured. in 
the Seminary and in the' evening gave an inf'Ormative .. \ ml'SSlonary message. 

* * ~,. * 
The aympat'hy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS family is ex

tended. to Dr. Slade and t1be fami1y in tihe recent passing' 
of 'his'beloved 'aunt, Miss Anna Hunter o.f Pugwash, N'Ova 

, Scotia. Miss Hunter lived an unselfish and devoted life, 
serv'ing -the Lord and others with h~r·'wthole heart. Saintly 
in character, 'Slhe WBIS a Baptistt of theolld 'sc'hool, a ,firm 
and loyal fr:iend of Dr. Shields, and 'sh'e hadi been a sub
scriber of THE GoSPEL WITNESS for many 'yeal's. She 
-rejoiced in our testimony, and is now with her Lord. 
"Blessed are 'tIhe dead which d'ie -in the Lord from -hence
forth: .y ea,saith tthe Spil'it, that they mayrestt from 
their Ia;bours; and their works do follow 'them." 

TH~ SUNDAY 'SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET 

"Be 'sober, be vi.gBant; for your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion walketh about, seeKing whom he may 
,devour: Whom resist -'stedfast in the faitJh" (1 Peter 
5 :8, 9). Thi,s was the text upon whiCh Dr. Slade based 
hi·s message on Sun!day morning, April 14th, in Jarvis 
Street Ohurch. The adve'rsary agaiinst whom Peter 
warns oj's a ,formidable foe, mighlty but not a1riiighty: He 
is crafty and cunning: He is a person, being referred to 
a's such ,in the Bible 'about 1714 ·times. His designs are 
malicious; like a strong energetic Hon he wa:lks' about to 
devour, to SlWallow up, to destroy. S'at~n'came to destroy, 
but Ohrist 'came to 'set us at Hberty. At the cross Satan 
was utterly defeated; Ohrist was the Vietor over the 
evH one, over sin . and over dea'bh. We, too, may' defeat 
him in the power of 1:Jhe Lord, but 'We must be sober, be 
v:igilant, be armed, watch and pray. W'e are to ;resist 
nlim, Sitedfast in the ,f'aith. Are we on'the Lord,'s side? 

.. Are we overcoming Sat!l-D" or do we yield- to temptation.? 
. At the close of ,tJh,is impressive service, two girls re
sponlded to the Gospel invitation, one desiring to be saved, 
the other to be ba,ptized. . 

,in keeping with the "sea'son when we comm~morate in 
a 'specia1 way the Passion and Resu,rrection of our Lord, 
Dr. ,Slade has 'been preaching 'a 'series of sermons on, the 
Dea1Jh of Christ. On Sunday evening he deaIt with an
otiher aspect of tJhii's vital theme, 'speaking of ·'·The Won
dier of the ,Cross" (Duke 23: 3'3) . There wa's a iarge con
gregation ... In thought the preacher and the congrega
tion, by 'tIhe help of the Holy .spirit, 'again vi-sited' Calvary, 
where Ohri-st ,took upon Himself our guilt, becoming a 
ain-<l'ffering for us, the curse of our iniguity-upon Him. . f 
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'The cross of ,Christ revea'J.s. the wonder of human nature. 
M~n's hearts are wicked, deceitful, hating the light. ' At 
the cross 'We see 's,in at flood tilde, men crying out in 
intense 'hatred,- ,iLet him be crucified," whHe the crim
inal Baral?bas i's 'released. The new !b'irth is nece's'~y to 
Change men',s wicked hearts. At the cross, too, the won
der of our Lord',s suffering -is revealed. He died an :ig
nominious death,-'death 'by crucifix:ion, the punishment 
meted out to the lowestt cr:iminals. IButtihe prophecy was 
fuI,filled which said, "He wa's numbered with 1Jhe trans
gressors".' The apex of His suffering was reached }Vhen 
He 'cried 'aIoud, in agony, "My God, my God, why hast 
thou .forsaken me?" When we think of Ohrist's 'suffering 

. on our ·behaolf, let us think of the punishment ,for sin in 
store for ·those who reject Him. , 

F,inalIy, a~ the eros's we'see the 'Wonder of our Lord's 
achievements tihrou.gih. 1Jhe crucif.ixion.. He could say, "It 
is finished." Th~ work of redemption WaJS finished. Al
though with wicked hands' .they, had crucified Olirist, yet 
even through tihem the sovereign God was working out 
His own eternal purpose f9r 1lhe .r:edemption ()ff manki·nd.. 
The rent veil sign,ified that a'ccess in'to Hi,s presence was 
now pos'sib'Ie, and when He' ,rose again, the whole faobric of 
red'emption was woven. The hope of al'l God's· people is 
found In this,gloriouoS truth :' . 

. "Jesus paid':it all, . 
AU to Him I owe. 

, ,Sin -had ,left a: crimson stain, 
He 'Wasihed it white as ,snow." 

Thls great Service closed with a tender inv-i,tation and 
a solemn warning to !those who 'a're stiU' outs,ide Christ. 

larvis Sf ... ee, on 'fhe Air! - Page J6 



April 18, 1957 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVO~TE (3) 3 

tEbe. . J arb is ~trtd~ulpit 
Were 'It Possible to Find the Bod~y of Jesus Still Wrapped 

in Grave Clothes, What Would ,H~p-p'en to the World? 
A Sermon 'by Dr. T. T. Shields 

'PreaC'h~d in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, SUD,day Evening, Dece~her 12th, 1926 
(Stenographically Reported), 

"Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfrllits of them that slept." 
, -1 Cor. 15:20. 

FOR many years it was the hab'it of Ohristian preach
ers to assume 'the resurrection of' J'esus '-Christ, to 

take ~t 'fGr granted that 'lIhat is a truth 80 overwhelm"ingIy 
established .that it is' no lonier a debatable subject; but, 
in thes'e days every' element of ·gospel truth is 'being 
reinvestigated, and every doctrine of the gOl;lpel ds by 
somebody denied. I suppose it would have been thought 
to be 'impos's!ible'tJhat a man' who denies the funldamenta1s 
of the fai.th Sihould occupy 'a Christian ·pulpit - that a 
Ohziistian assembly would suffer th,e teaching 'of a man 
who 'says, "I do not Ibe!lieve in the resurrection "orf the 

, dead." Yet thus ?arry Emerson 'Fosdick speaks, and he 
is approved by multitudes of people cal1ed Ohl"istianlll; 
even within our own ranks there are not waI).ting men 

. who h'ighly commend hiim. One of our own outstanding 
educators ag·ain Mid again has expressed· his admiration 
for Dr. Fosdick's "spirit", a spirit that d{!nies the resur
rection of ,Ch.rIst; and, as I 'shall try to show you, the 
denial of that involves the denia1 of everything. 

The ,Scripture teaChes us' that ·Christ "shewed 'himself 
alive 'after 'his passion :by many 'infalUble .prOOfs"; He 
ac:tually appealed.to the sens~. There are trut'hs whl.ch 
are not apprehended by the senses, ;for "ey.e hath' not 
seen, nor ear hea~d, neither !have entered into the heart 
of- man, the things Which ·God 'hath prepared for them 
that love Mm. But God hath revealle(l ·them unto us by 
his Spirit." There are tthings which are revealed by the 
Spirit whliC'h :cannot be seen ibY,the eye, nor 'heard by the 
ear, nor received thorough any of the organs of Sense. But 
it was a wonderful 'condescension of grace that the In
finite God Who is Him'self a 'Spirit, appeared in human 
form, . manifest in tile flesh, and actuaJl.1y appea1ed to the 
senses. He was seen of them forty days; and Jdhnspeaks 
of that "which we have !heard, wh:ich we have seen wi·th 
our eyes, wMch we have looked upon, and our hands iha,ve 
handied, of ,th'e W'Ol"dJ of life;" This ca'l'!iinal truth of tlie 
Ohri'stilw .reve1ation h-as been brought within the com
prehensIon of the' senses, and the infaIIilb1e proof·s were 
given ~n t'he material realm. . 

No fact of h!istory is ·more abundantly demonstrated 
than the ,fact ·of the resurrection of- J esU's Ohrist from 
tJhe dead. Why should we eIlid·eavour to create difficulties 
where Jesus Himself :hassougM to s'impHfy the matter?
What are the facts? A Uttle child can understanld them. 

'You do not need· <to take a course in phiIosophy to under
stand what the Scri.pture teaclles about the resulTectiQn 

I ~ 

of Christ from 1ihe dead.: lit teacl1es us that no one was 
ever "convinced -by the negative testimony of ·the empty 
grave. The ·disciples saw the empty grave - and, went 
to their own homes. They knew He was oot there, but 
whether He was ri.sen they doi<;l not know. . 

Many knew Him by the sound of His voice. First, .His 
.personality expres~d 'itself in ·the tones ()f His voice: as 
.soon 'as He caned, "Mary," she Mid, "Ra;bboni; wihich is 
to say, M·aster." He appeared a·l!So to-the women·as they 
went to tell His disciples, and they "held hhn by the feet" 
-why do you suppose the evangeHst put in that line? 
BecaU'~ tltese gospeIs were written by divine 'fnspira..tion 
-"and they came and he1d him by tJhe feet"; He 'h·ad a 
real !body. He came into the ·presence of His disciples, 
anld, He s'howed unto them Hi-s handS and H~s side; and 
when they Were affrighted he said, "Handle me; and see; 
'for a 'spirit 'hath not 'flesh and 'bones, as ye ·see me have 
-here, I am, touch l\fe." I wonder if anyone ,responded 
to Hi,s invitation? Was John so close to Him - he who 
leaned on His breast at supper, d'idt he dare to .put out his 
'handand touch Incarnate Deity? Did he remember the 
tJhrill of it when years later 'he sa:id, "That' <which our 
hands havel handiled of the Word of Ufe ... declare we 
unto you"? 

And there was poor Il'homas' - you remember the 
story ---: "Except I shaoJ'l see in his hands the ,print of the 
nails, and· put my f.inger into the print of 1;he nails, and 
thrust my h·and inlto ibis side, I W'1lI not believe.". And 
when 'he met the next time with the disociples, and Jesus 

,Ohristappeared again, JeSus ·said to him - if I may 
·paraphrase His 'Baying - "Thomas, I know what you -said 
during the week. When the oo'8'Ciples said, 'We have 'seen 
the Lord,' you sa'id, 'I don't be1ieve it, and I never wi'H 
lbeHeve it until I can touch Him.' Now here I am, come 
and touch me, come and touch me, reach hither thy 
finger." Bu·t Thomas did not do it ---: he heal"d ,His voiee, 
he saw Him, the evidences of his 'senses ,told him ~t was 
the Lord;. and. he fell on Ihis face and 'said, "My Lord and 
my God.'" 

On another occasion He took a piece of a bl"O'iled fis'h, 
anld 0If an honeycomb, ·and He ate it before them - just 
the same lcind off:i-sh they were eating, jU'st the same 
sort of 'honey which wa's '~weet to their taste, and .that 
th'ey might know lie· was the real Chri-st, He ate 'in their 
presenc~. Je8U8 Christ did actuaJ),y rise from the dead. 
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1. '~{l'r}d's literature i's b~sed' u'pon a ,faUa'Cy, -and you caD-
I wondered Wh.ere I should'begin in a dJis'Cu~ion of thi's;. not teadl anything.in your nigh schoo'ls; or, anywhere else, 

~u'bject this ev~ning; and whenever I am at a loss w'here you, wo~ld ,ha¥e to recilS't nea~ly every book that was 
to beg.in, I always come to ,the Book itself, I said to my- ever wrItten, our poetry; every1:J}ung. 

" self, "How dJid'the Apostle Paul, begin Ms argument?" ,W'hat of ~ur music? What of the world of art? That 
And I found 'that ne !began w~th a strong af'firmation of al'l belongs to the realm of fiction. 
the fact. Tihere it is, "I d'eliyered, . unto youfiI:st of aU, What of history? 'The 'history of. the church,and, the 
that which i al'80 ,reCeived, ,how that Chriost died: for our "history ()f nations 'as affected Iby 'the Church? I will ten 

,sins accordJing to the scriptures; and, that he ~a'S :hul'ied, you what conclusion, you will 'inevitably arrjve at: if 
and that 'he ·rose agai~ the third day'''aooordiing to th~ Ohris-t be not raised, the histOry of the ·last two thou'sand 
scriptures': and that he was seen of CePh'as, 'tihen of ,the years !is the nistory of a worid gone mad, that 'ios what -it 

, twelve: 'after that, he was 'seen· ()f above :ffive hundred, is,. If th'at centrai ,fact of the gas-pel jos not true, then the 
brethren 'at once; of whom .the greater part remai~ ~nto, whole world' has gone mad, and :has been ,mad' for two 
th'is present, !but .some are fallen, a'sleep. After that he 'thou'Sand years - Ii'nd the world, did not know it u'ntil 

, was 'Seen of J'ames; then of all th,e apos:tles. And last some modern "professors arrived, to tell us! I would rather 
of aU he was :seen of me also." Then he goes on to say believe in the sanity of the s'ages of'tihe past than in the 
that there are some people who say that tlhere .is no resur- superior inteUectual'ity of ,tHese modern professors who 
rection of the .dead;.and he ,faces. the aJ.ternative, he prate 80 much 'about thefr $c:hola;rslhip! I'S that not a 
dares to contemoplate what wou'ld 'happen, what the condi- logiocal and inevita:b'le conclusion, that H Chri'st he not 
tion would be, IF JESUS ,CHRIST DID NOT RISE raised, there is not'a page of history that is reiiaole? 
FoROM THE DEAD. 'So I want you to tJhink of th~t for Very weH then, if Christ be' not raised', the Christian· 
a few 'moments wi'tih me th'is,eyen:ing, to (ollow in a'very faith is a faiiv,re, "Your faith is vain." "Oh,. but," said 
simple faslbion the Hne of·lthe Book Ijtf;se~f. S'hailer M,aihews of Chicago,-:"if it could be d'emonstrated 

In the first· pIace, ,the Apostle Paul tells us that the that the·Jesus of"h:istory as we know Him rea:loly had no 
disproof of the :resurrection would invalidate the entire ~i'storic existence, if.it could: be shown that Jesus Christ 
apostolic testimony. Pau1says, "If Christ :be not risen,. .. never really lived" - Shailer: Ma'thews does not 'subscribe 
we are found false witnesses of God : because we have . to that; he does not 'deny the hi-stor.icity ,M the Person 
,testified of God that he raised 'UP Christ: wihom he rai'sed of Jesus, !hut he sa'ys that .jf it cou'ld !be'shown that He 
rrot up, 'if s-o be that the dead rise n91." Paul sai4 that if nev~r ~ea~ly Hv~, to his.min~, conce'ivably, but tmgically, 
Chr.ist did not rise then ,all the apoistles were ;faIse ,wit- Ohr:l'stiamty mIght 'SUl'VIVe Jesus. Let me tell you some-
nesses, and cannot 'be 'believed on anY,su:b'ject at an. . thing: notwithstanding his great ·reputation, the man 

, who wrote that' 'sentenee 'has never seen my Lord Jesus 
, :There. are some who think this 'is' an in'teres-ting sub- Ohri'st. I do not c'are if he is 'a thousand times a Doc
jecrt of speculation. Well, I want to show you 'tihat it 'is 
so serious that it ,stands at the very centre; ,and if it be tor of Hivin'ity, qe is utterly, aibso'lutely, in 'the ~dark . 

when he 'says that Obris'ti:anity might survive Jesus 
not true that Jes'U's is raised from the dead, then we are Christ.' . . 
absolutely without a, revelation from God, at a1'l. "We," Pa:ul was right when he 'said, that if you take the .. risen 
said ~e' apostle, . "are fou'nd false witnes'ses of God." 11ving Oh.ri'St out of the 'gospel you have no gospel lef,t, 
What does that mean? It mean'S this, that there is not "your-faith is vain".' "Oh/' someone say:!!', "we .should 
one single New 'Testameri,t writer who does' not either 'stiU have His teaC'hi}Jg, we 'shou1d lhave H:is mo.ral pre

,explicitly or 'implicitly af;firm ,the tru'th of the resurrec- cepts; and we could bow to them, wherever. they come 
tion: the 'EvangeHsts, Paul lin aU lhiis. epistles, Peter, from; even if, they were never uttered by the lips o;f the' 
James, Jude, Jdl:m in Ms' epistles and the Revellation - Jesus· of the gospel"! We 'should sti'll nave Hi-s teaching! 
ail throug!h. Now Paul :saysdftlis 'in effect, "If you can ,Should we? Shou'ld we? Take the sermon on 'the mount 
show me that Jel'lUs ,Christ did not. rise:fro;m the dead, that "some of th~ moderns 4l1k so muoeh a'bout. They say, 
then ,we, throw up our hands, we are false WItnesses, and, "We do not like the eschaiological teaching of Jesus. 
not 'a 'solitary word that we have ,ever written is worth 'Why talk a'bout tlhe future? We do nat pretend to under
reading." It ,means - what does it mean? It means that IStand'that, :but we a're prepared to take 'the 'sermon on 
if Jesus Ohrii-st d~d not Uterally rise from the' dead" the tJhe mount"! Wen, was it 'not in tne 'sermon on 'tihe mount 

, New Testament :i's' utterly, 8ibsolute)y, untrue, and is a that He said, "Lay.not up for yourseIves .treasures upon 
fahrication. earth, where moth and ru'SIt doth· corrupt, and where 
. WeI1, that would be a ISeriou~ tlhing, beca:use if the New thieves 'break through and ,stoo,1: !but lay 'up ,for your
Testament is untrue, tlien the Old! Testament i,s untrue; !selves trea:su~s in 'heaven, where nei:tl.her moth nor ,ru~t 
i;f Ohrist ~be ,not ,rai'sed, not only a:re the apostles faIse dJoth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
witnesses, but also: the prophets who spoke of 'the com- steal"? Did He not say that "Whosoever heareth these 
ing of Christ; arid, it -means 'that we ih'ave to close .our 'saylngs' of mine, and"doetJh them, I wiH liken !him unto a 
Bi,b1es;. and, throw them a!'ide; and admlit that we aI:e wise man, which buHt his house upon a rOck ... and every 
absolutely in the dark with no voi~ froIl!' h.ea~en, no one tJhat heareth these 'Sayings 'Of mine, and do!)th them 
revelation from.theslcies;· not, -shan be likened 'Unto 'a ";fo,olislh man, 'whieh :built ibis 

What would 'tha:t mean? Let us view ·the thing hlis- hOli'Be upon the'sand." With what authority He speaks! 
torically for a, "moment. What of the world's literatu~e? -'- "Ver.ily, :ver;ily, I 'say unto you." .And Iater on,in His 
Go intO the lihraries' of Toronto, or of, aI).y city, or ail ministry He 'talks of Hi,s ,'resurrection, of His having 
cities in· tJhe 'world: and you can s-carcely· f'ind a bOok . come from tt!he Father, andi going back to the Father; and 
'whiC'h does not s-om;where or another postulate tt!he resur- He said, "DestrQY 'tihis' temple, and in three days I wil'l 
rection of Ohrist. The very dates' of youI' letters 'recog- .raise -itt ull." And they· say He diid. not know what He was 
D!ize His comdng - but if .christ 'be not raised; then the talking 'about! He thought He was going tlo·ris-e f,rom the 

. \ 



April 18, 1957 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVotAT~ 

dead; 'but He did .not rise! He"said He was going back 'to and- ye ·are yet lin your sins." P.aul is not talking about the 
the Father., hurt He did, not know anytjh;ing more about immortality of ,the ''SOul, h~ d·s not talking 8!bout 1Jhe per
that life beyond the grave ·t!han I d~! In respect to the ~sistence of ·personality after deat!h, not that: he qS ta'lking 
grea·t matters ·abOut which we need a reve1'ation above a'bout tp.e physical resurrection, and a1'l t!hese great prin
S1U other things, He was utterly mis'taken, and !has proved ciples of the spi'r.itual realm he makes to depeiid upon 
to be a false teac'her, .'because He said He wou1d rise again 'tld·s physical !fact. . 
from the dead; for if the dead rise' not, and He is not. There is a ·tremendous responsib'Hity resting upon us 
ra·i·sed, then He·tOO is a fa}se witness as much as the when.:t!he Lord has broug'ht the. secrets of·1fu.e spiritual'. 
apos'tles! ,Then don't talk to me a'bou,t 'anyt!h\ng He said: wi1fuin the"realm of the p'hySica1, 'and says, "In that realm 
there is no wo,Ni' oif the Lord Jesus that is rel~a'ble at all I 'have given you many :infallible proofs, and by ht. I 
'if Hehe not raised from the dead! . will jud!ge you in 'ifue judgment day." You wHl not !be able 

"Oh, but ~e :ha;ve His .example, the exam·ple of His to 'Say, my dear friends, that you never studied th~1ogy, 
blameless life," ·the modernists 'say. What did He 8cOOm- that Y'OU never went ,here or there: it has been ibrought 
pUsn? It 1ed Him to the cross, He died a martyr to His within the' comprehension .of every one of us, :if we will (" 
f8!i'tih. He was miserably . mistaken ! He said He would heed, ,oy 1Jhe Spirit of God. "Ye are yet ·in your sins." -
d~ and He md not r.ise, and He set before the :world And if that 'be 'so - did you ever notice 'ifuis, that men 
merely the example of.·a man w'ho was pas·sionately de- don't grow out' ()f 'their evil tendencies? A man who has 
voted to'a false 'id'eal, and who peri-Shed in Hi's attempt at a bad' temper, for instance: it grows upon h'im unless 
i:ts re~Iization! . He i~' no example ;for me, "if the dead . grace intervenes, un1ess some divine power . enters hqs 

· riae not," 'and He did not rise.. Hfe, and the ~'an who has :been quick tempered and ir-
- '''But then we 'have the record of His 'healing" - and ritable as 'a young man, is almost impossihle to 1ive with 

I don't helieve a word of :it. If you tell me that the when he becomes an old man. All his weaknesses are 
record of t!he supernatural 'resurrection of Jesus Ohrist accentuated 'as' 'he g.rows o!der, in 1Jhe nature of the ca·se. 
fs not true, 'thai-is the one g·reat miItacle ·t!hat makes be- WeH now, jU'st t'hink of persona1ity perSliSting after 
lief in a'll other m'iracles possi~ble. If I believe in the' death - whether :there be 'a resurrection of t!he body or 
resur.rection of Ohrist, I can Dc:Hieve' in anything; and if . not for the llloment. - in the ·spirit world when all tJhese 
I don't ~believe lin the resurrection, of course I 'cannot dispositiobs are carried forward into 'tihe other realm, 
-believe anything He says. No! ·the record of His ihealing and a man dies :in 'his 'sins. What a hopeless -pro'spect 
is of no value fr9~ 'beginn:ing to end; He is a false wit- before 'Us! "If Ohrist !be not 'raIsed . . . ye 'are yet in 
nes's; He didJ not.come from God: 'and He 'cannot teU me your ·sins" - and all th'is ta'lk about the' "!fountain fmed 
anything ,about 'GOd. . I 00 not know anything about God; ~ith blood" i·s nonsense, there 'is noth~ng in it, no1fu.ing in 
no~e of 'Us ca·nknow any·thing about 'God, the night is it at, all; this' promise of forg:iveness at the merey-seat, 
da·l'k, there is not a 'star in the sky - "your faith is there is no truth in it, no mereY-'seat; - "ye are 'yet 'in' 
vain:" vour ·sins." Is :that not a message of despair? Oan you 

'And then P.aul takes us a step furth'er and ·says, "That .~onceive of ·anything more hopeless than that? 
means if your faith is valin, :that there i·s no deliverance And ·then- ano'Vher 't!h~ng: Paul 'says, ·"1 w.HI. te'll you 
from Bin, ye are yet in your s·ins." And 'have you more 'than that, if Ohri'st be not r8lised '. . . they alBo 
noticed thi's, ·thai tlle ,fa'Ct of sin i·s not· made in this which are fallen asleep in ChriBt are perilJked." They 
argument to depend· up()n the resurrecti-on? Whether 'pillowed their heads upon HilS -promis~, but behind the 
Christ be raised! or not raised', :gin remains. Who will dis- promise there was no 'power; :tJhey went out into the other "-
pute it? What is that thing - ah, What is that thing that 'life believing -they were saved, and that some day there 

· defiles and corrupts, that destroys everything that il' _ wou!d he 'a re-union with their loved ones; but ~t says, 
Ibeautiful 'in life? .1 do not ask you to study ·tlieology: r "If· Christ ,be not 'rai'8ed ... then ·t!hey also whic'h are 
ask you -to survey. the whole. fie'ld of 'human exper:ience,. fallen asleep' in Chri'st are peri'shed." How often I have 
and explain to me 'ifue evil of 'the wol'lld for rou cannot stood' 'at the graveside, and on 'suc'h occa:sions 'tihere is a 
deny it, it is here. If you doubt it, go and 'talk to any passage I nearly'a'lways read': "I would not have you 
mothe~ about iher children, and ask 'her i.f S'he has any to be ignorant, 'brethren, conCerning them wlhic'h are 
anxiety about ·their future. Look out on, the world, and ·as'leep, -that ye sorrow not, even as ot!hers which have no 
the ·one thing 'that stands out a's predom.inant in human :hope. For i!f we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
Ii,Ie 'is' that moral 'evi'l, thatsometh1ing that is' at war even '80 ·them also whiicth sleep. in Jesus w'iIl God bring 
with humankind; and is antagonisiic '00 'the Ihig'hest ~nter- with 'him. For ifihis we ·say unto Y'OU by the 'Word of the ' 
es'ts of men, even in. this life, to say nothing of the Hfe. Lord th'at we which 'are alive and remain unto the com
that is to come. No one has ever found a remedy for ,it.ing ~f the Lor-d· shalII not 'prevent them wlhic'h are asleep. 
T·here are 'p'hysical di-seases for 'Whic'h medical- science For ·t!he Lord' himse1f shall deS'Cend from Iheaven wit!h a 
'Cannot 'help us: When the doctor whispe~s. that:terrible shout, wi,t!h the voice of the ·are'han-gel, and- with· the trump 

_ word, "caI!cer", 't'hen ;the 'sh'adiO'Y faUs; everybody knows of God: and 'fihe dead in Christ '8lhan rise f.irst;: 1ihen we 
'that death is in fun ·cry aftez: 'hini .. But db, 'there' 'is w/h'ich are alive and remain ·shall be 'Caught up toge1iher 
tha't at::her 'thing that lis worse :tJhan cancer, ialat.ls worsewi!!h them in t1ie olouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 

· than t~berculosis, it is worse ,tihan all th~ .. phrs.iCal,ms- and' so sh8jll we ever be wit!ht'he·Lord. Wher~ore com
tha:t thmg that destroys the p.eace OIl the mdjVlduai, ·and fort oneariofiher wi;th !!hese words." Where did you get 
of ·t!he home, and rUins the 'happiness of fami.llies: destroys' it, Paul? - where did you get ;it? Who dreamed this 
'society! and 1Jhe state, and p~duces war, untIl dea·fjh holds ·diream? P·au:I said, in ef;fect, "It lis no drea·m - This we .... 
hi.gb ca·rni·val. 'say unto you !by ~he word of the Lord." But they are not' 

Wlbere did :it ,cQme from? What 'shall we do with .it? true, my friend's; if Chri's-t be not 'raised, there lis no use 
WheI:e shall poor broken humanity find a deliverer? "If 'reading !!ha~ at 'the graVeSide ~ny more, it ·isa faIse Ihope, 
Christ he not raised," Pau'l said, ".remember, 'sIn i·s Ihere; ,not'hin,~.'beyQnd!'no ·re-union: 
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AndJ then once more: "We are of all menmo'st miser
able:" Is t1):ere ahythingin the wor:ld that dii'sappoints 
you like ,dise9vering that you have misplaced your trust? 
I don"t thlink ther:e i's any greater test of a man's faith, 
any greater tria:l of a man's fa:ith, than when he I"epo&es 
ibi's ,faith in some o~e whom he believes trustworthy, and 
finds that 1Jhat trU'st is betrayed. . TIh'at .d's 'a ihea:rl-obreak
-ing experience' -'but ,to h'ave tru-sted Ohr~st, to have be
lieved that He d'ied for me, and 1fu.at He rose again, and 
that He is praying for me, and that He Is comi'ng aga,in 
to reCeive'me,'and then to learn that it is not true,Jl!:a-t 
,the obope of the wodd 'is a lie -'- tJ1.mt 'is hell! There "is no 
misery g~ater than that. 

But if Christ ,be 'raised, What 1Jhen? "I cease not to 'give 
thank'll for you, 'making mention of you 'in my prayers," 
said P·aU'1 to the Ephesi'anoS, "that, the God· of our Lord 
Je&us Chri's't, the 'F'ather of glory, -may give' unto you the 
spir:it of wi-sdom and revelation in the knowledge of him" 
.,.......1Jhe 'spirit that discerns,·,the spi.rit that penetrates, :the 
'spirit that sees ,the heart of the truth 'in 1Jhe ·personal 
knoWledge of Hiin - ''the eyes. of your under:standing 
'being enlightenoo; that ye may know what is -the hope O'f 
his calling, and what the riches of, the g10ry of his 
inlher:itance 'in the 'saJints" - and what else? Oh, hear 
me; nay, hear the Wor:d of,~he Lord -. '''and, what ·is 
the exceeding g,reatness of "his POWer to U'sward who 
believe"'~ ther:e 'is the power. house. Wh'ati-s the measure 

II~ of it - "accor:ding to the workiing of hi-s migihty poWer 
But I wiU not 'lea've you ·wl:1!h ~at ,passage. I wiSh I (according to the knowledge of/the grasp of His might), 

could give you two wor:ds - I wi-Slh I could read just two Whi,ch he wrought in Christ, 'When he rais,ed him. from 
words to you and make you hear them as my heart hears ,the dead" - can you see it? Wlhat power do we need? 
them: When Paul has gone over that melancholy pros'- P.aul said this 'is' availab'le, the power that 'i's' measured 
peet, 'suddenly, as swift as lightning, he turns away f.rom by the energ·y· of ·the grasp ()1f Hi-s might when He raised 
that dark picture '~ and U!sten to 'the' argument. The J esU's Ohr:ist from ,the dea'd. ',What did He do wifu Him? 
great woro in the other passage ,is "if" - if - 'if - if - Did He just roli the stone away and leave Him on earth,? 
ii - if 'Christ 'be not rai'8'ed! If the dead rise not!' If! 0Ih no! - "and set h'im at 'Msown right hand in the 
But from that "if" he 'turns triumphantly ·to cry, "But heavenly places" - where is ,that? I do 'not 'know except: 
- but - 'but +- BU'l.' NOW is Christ risen from the 1!h'is- "far a:bove aU principality,and power, and 'might, 
dead, and become the firstfrU'its of them that slept." Ah; and dominion" - ,is that a'll? No! - "and every name 
my brethren, the hope of the world 'i,s no lie, it i's ·glo'ri- :tha:t' i's named, not only in this 'Wodd, but a}&O in th'at 
ousoIy true: ·CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE D:EAD which is to 'COm~" - and oh; hear it - "and lhatJh'put all 
("Hallelujah!"). Then 'if tJhat be '&0, He died for me, things tinder his feet, and gave hlim to be the head' over
because that· is what He ,said on the other 'Side ()1f the all ,things to the church, which 'is hi,s body, the f'U'lness of 
grave: He said, "The Son of man cllme not to :be min- him that fi1'leth all in all.'" 
i'stered unto, but to miriister, and' to 'give his 1ife a 'Seeing that He i's ,dilen, then aU the power that was 
r-ansom ~or many"; He declared that all the prophecies manifested in the: resurrection of Christ is to us ward 
were to find their fulfilment in Him; He said\ "I am who believe, there ·.is hoope -that I wiU 'not only triumph 
going .. to .the cros's~and" - in veiled speech He 'said it, over all evil ,tendencies, but over "principaHty, and power, 
t know, - "I ,am going to' die for you" - and I ,am in- an'd might, 'and dominion, and every name that is named" 
terested in what He said. It is a tremendous programme, _ even the naIJIe ()rf Fosdick and a few of the rest of 
it is a 'startling, a &taggering statement. And then sud- them _ "every name that is named." Blessed ibe God!' 
denly the sun .. goes into eclipse, and a great darkness we have got a risen Saviour, and there He is at the right 
covers the face ot the earth - but in three days He rises .hand of God interceding for us. . 
again,and He 'says' to His discip'les, "Did' I 'not tell you . 
so? 0 fools, and slow ()rf he'art to believe all that the And -if that is 'so, He is camin,g back again. How many 
prophets have spoken." Then He says, "Thus it .is w.rit- 'of. you 'believe that 'some . day tJhe Lord Jesus is really 
ten, . and fuus it 'behoved. Ghrist to suffer, and to rise coming back again, put U'p your hands. (The entire con~ 
from .the dead the fu'ird day." And when I see Him in gregation responded). What would 'it be if He 'did not 
His resurrection glory, and know tnat fie is "declared come? But do you know His second coming depends upon 
to be the Son of God with power, accord.i-ng to the spirit His resurrection? 'Seeing He is raised, He is the first
of holiness, by the resurrection from 'the dead," it gives fruits 'of them that 'sleep; but iby and by the harvest wi'll 

. authority W' every word He uttered; and I wHI put the come when. He <will return,' 'and the dead in Christ 'Sha~l 
Woro - the unsupported Word -' of my Lord J esU'S rise first. 
Christ before all the s,C'holars in. the worlg, becaq,se He is May I dare to ask tMs How many have loved ones -
the Lord from heaven, and I don't 'care if ten million how many here to-night have some 'loved ones who have 
scholars deny~t, I"wil'l say to the!?" "Let God be true, :but ,fallen as'leep in Jesus, will you put up your hands? Oh 
every man a har, , .for He .. went m~o the grave, and m~o yes! I am glad we are going to see them again, ~nd I am 
the glory, and ·He 'IS my r:lsen SaVIour, and I know HI'S glad we sha'Jl know them again. You heard of the de'ar 

, bl?od ,availed .for the cleansing of my sins. I know it by old, mini'ster to whom his wife said once, "My dear, do 
HI'S resurrectIon. you think we shall know each other in heaven?", "Well;" 

S~meone eame to see me -tJhis afternoon, a dear young he said; "don't I know you:'pretty well now?" "Yes," she 
.girl who wa's &eeking' after a ful'ler life in Chri-st, and Ba'id'meekly.· "I think you do." "Well, i ought to! Ali.'d 
she said, "Y.ou know, Mr. Sh'ields, I am so wayward" yet do you, think I wHI be 'aily bigger foo'l there than· I am 

here ?" I -love the Lord, and I want to ~ His whoUy. She wa's 
a 'fine Y9ung high school girl - by wayward, she meant 
that even her mind 'Was not always upon Christ; she 
wanted to be more fu'lly 'COnsecrated to Him~ 'and. she 
said, "Where can I get help? I ,believe 'that He blotied 
out my ,sin:" You cannot.. get help i,f Ohrist be not ,raised! 

I love. to remember' - and I am sure it was written 
fora purpose - that while there was something differ
entabout his resurrection body, ~le it was a glorified 
body, yet it was a body of flesh and :bones-whethe~ fli:!s;li. 
and blood I do not know; hut ;flesh and bones. . Mary did 
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not know Him until He caUed 'her by name; but the 
moment He 'S'aid, "Mary," sl}e remembered His voice. I 
tJhink I will tell you a story Profe's'sor Kierstead toli! me 
one day ( I count it one of the' 'grea'test privi'leges of my 
life to have known that mighty man of God.). He g'aid 
that about two Dr three o'dock one morning his telep'hone 
rang. When he went to 'the telephone the operator said, 
"Vancouver Is cal:Jing you" - :that is a ·,long way, is .jot 
not? - and so /he ·listened, and someOne said, "Are you 
'ready?" And he said, "Yes." "WeU, 'Vancouver will speak 
to you." He' said that acroS's the three thousand miles of 
'space 'he heaI'd 'a voice say;ing, "Is that you, F'a1her?" and 
'he talked to hi·s d·augh'ter. He 'said, "It was a strange, 
sensa·tion, for the yeaI'S of her married life al1 pa8'Sed 
away, ·and s'he was just'a -little girl'sItting on 'her father's 
knee. I, remembered how she used to ta'lk to me, and how 
I talked to i1.er; and across ·three thous'and miles &f 'sepa
ra:tion that voice armihilated time and' distance '8;8 I heard 
her again can me, 'F,ather'." And he said, "Do you know, 
I think it will be something Uke tJh'at in 1Jhe resu.rrection, 
when we meet our .Joved ones who have gone before and 
they ca·il us by name and. we 'answer, we will.fo'rget every
tilling that 'has come between, we s'halJ-:be back 'in the days 
wlhen we 'loved, anld best of all we shall be re~united and 
one in Christ." 

I give thi·s as my testimony: it is worth more to me 
than ten 'thousand worlds to know that Jesus died for me 
a sinner, and that He was buried, and that He rose a.gain; 
it is my only 'hope that He intercedes for me to-night, 
for I know my prayeI's wou'ld never reach :the ears of God 
if tJhey did not go by tlhe way of His infinite merit; and 
it, is 'the joy ~f my Hfe to contemplate the day when He 
shaH come down the sky. I tell you tMs truth of the 
gospel 'j·s worth something: it 'is wortJh living for, it.Is· 

- worth fighting for'. - if figillt we must - and, it i's worth 
dying for; for, it j·s the only thing that is worth anything 
at a'll. ' -

1 gather it aJ.l up in this, 'as I bring to you ,in His name, 
the living Saviour. Once I went to hear a great preacher 
when'I was' a young man. I understood' He was a great 
preadher, a \'Vonderful preacller, and 'so I p.repared for 
some great deliverance. I d.id not know how great he was 
then; but the ·fact 'that I 'have never Ibeen able to forget 
it, has S'howed me, that' He was a great preacher. And 
He ta'I-ked as 't'hough i1.e were talking to a lot of 'boys and 
girIs ·tJh'at ni·ght. He spoke f.rom -this text, "The grace of 
God I1hat bringeth 'salvationhath appeared to all men." 
He said, "So~etimes you Jear preachers say, there is only 
one way to heaven - but I am going to tell you of several 
ways to heaven to-night." And I wondereO what 'he was 
going to say. "Now," he said, ','the first way to heaven 
is the innocent way, the way of inn'ocence! 'I never did 
any 'harm,' says someone" - and in about ten or fifteen 
minutes he made everyone feel that that rQad led no
where, for there W~'S not ~ny one ()of us who could truth
fully 's'ay he had never done any wrong. "Well,", he said, 
"we cannot get 'through -that road, let us try another one. 
Another way is the legal way, the way of seU-rig'hteous
iles's! 'I pay ,my debts; I never defraud ,anyone', you 
hear some people say." He talked about that for a while, 
and .. in a few minutes /he made everyone feel that they 
ought to go to j·aH! that' 'if ·the way to get to heaven was 
tJhe legal way, 'there ~as 110 way throug.h. "Well," he said,' 
"it'does ilot','seem a's though we can get t'hrough that way, 
let us try ariother." And he said, ."Another way is' the 
'do~t'he-best-you-can' way.' A great many people 'say, 'I 

./ 

r 

do the 'best I can.' We'll," Ihe 'said, "you might get to 
heaven tib-at way" - bu·t he had not been sPE18king five 
minutes longer bdore everyon,e knew th'aJt they were not 
doing the best they could, he.showed -us 'a hundred· par
ticulars in which everyone couId do better; and he said, 
"Well, that 'seems to be a cul-,de~ac, there is, no way 
through there. Oh, but there :is 'another way I know, 
'and it is the way of grace." Then he showed us how that 
road' -led right through to ·tJh,e .-Celesotia1 Oity, and in. the 
simplest language possible he preaclled the gospel of the 
blood: ·the crucifixion., the resurrection, the ~SIC6D's'ion, 
.the interceS'Sion of ·the High Priest, and 1!he glori-ou's com-
ing again .. 

'And: then he said, as if 'he were talking to someone in 
a '!i·tjJe parlour, "I think I WiH teJ.1 you a story," and !he 
told tlhis s·tory. He ·said., "There was a father who had 
three boys, and 'he called. tJhem to him one d'ay and gave 
them each a IUsc'ious 'peach; They thanked him, and ran 
away. In a few days 'he caHedl ·them back again and sa:id 
to the first, 'John, what did you do wi'tJh 'l1hat 'pea'ch ·that 
I gave to you?' "What'diio I do with .it! Why, Dad, what. 
dlid you thiiI'k I would do with it? What was it for? I 
ate it, of course.' 'That is all ri'ght,' I1he 4'at!her replied; 
and he 'called the neX't boy, "George, what'd·id you do with 
that pea-ch I gave you?' 'Well,' he said, 'I ·a·te 'it; and it 
'was so good, I wi's'hed I hadi a basket of them, S'O I took 
'the ·s'tone and planted' it in the' garden, anld I am going 
to 'haove a tree 'some day.' His father commended' him 
for 'tJh'at; and calle9 1!he third boy and said, 'What d.id you 
do with your peach?' 'I wouId rather not tell you, Dad.' 
'Oh, come now, I should like to know.' 'WeH, you know 
little Jimmy So-and-So' - and' he named a 'little 'cripple 
:boy 'wno was 'bedridden, always in bed - 'I knew he had 
not many friends, so I went down to 'see h·im., I sat by 
his bed'sideand talked with him a little wi1.i1e, and I took 
out my peach and I said, 'Jimmy,' I brought you this, I 
want you to 'have it.' 'Why,' 'he said, 'that is good of 
you, but is ·that all you have?' I said, 'Yes.' 'WEill,' he s·aid, 
'I 'don't want to take the only one you have, ,-Dharlie.' 
'But it is ,for you, I want you to have it.' 'No, if you 
i1.ad O't!hers l' might take one, but 'if it is the only one you 
'have, I would not take that.' 'I argued with him, and he 
would not take it.' His father said., 'What did you do?' 
'Oh, I just chang.ed the subject and ta'lked about 'some 

. other things, then said, good-by to J'immy, and I put the 
peach 'On fJhe -chair at his bed'side, and I le4't it with him.~ 
"So," saht tJh'e great preacher, "I 'Ca.'nrrot tell you why. God 
so loved the world as to give Hi-s only begotten Son, hut 
I know He did it. I /have. ,brought Him to you, and in 
His name I leave Him with you.:' . 

.S'hall we how in' praye'r: 
, , 

We thank Thee, Lord, for Thy unspeakable gift, the gift 
of Thine infinite love to poor lost sinners.' 0 help us to re
ceive Jesus Christ to-night-· 

"We cannot do without Thee, 
Thou Saviour of the lost, 

Whose precious 'blood redeemed us . 
At such tremendolls cost. 

Come to us now, -
"Break'down every idol, 

Cast out eyery foe - " 
Now wash us, and we shall be 

- Whiter than snow." 

Let this be a ti~e when many shall turn to the Lord.' We ~sk 
it for Jesus' sake, Amen. . 
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AFTER THIRTY-FIVE 'YEARS. THE HABIT OF DILATORINESS 

THIS issue_of 'THE GOSP~L WITNESS "is the 'fi.~M. nu.m- . IT SE~M;S natural fo~mo-slt people to poSitpone.the doing 
ber of Volume,36 WhIch mean's that for thIrty-fIve of a duty as )ong as they may do It respectably. 

yeaTS THE 'GOSPEL WI~NESS'has beEm;regularly an,d week- . 'This'i'B especially 'true where the duty i's an unpleasant
ly .preplU'ed, .pub1is'he4 .and d'i'sil'ibut-eu 1Jhroughout To·r-: one: The ha'J?it of d'i'latoriIl;ess . Is eas,ny. acquired, and. 
onto, Ontario, Canada, U:,g,A.; Briti'Sih Isles, Australia rapIdly develQped, and 'all but ImpossIble to. cure .. 
and New Zealand, Europe, Af.ri=ca, Asia and:tJhe "Is~ands - We rememiber years ago ~ Deacon Who 'had a slligM 

·of :1ihe Sea. Week by week 'it ha's gone.for=tih in- :the in- lisp, and, 'spea-king of tlle ilard:iness of certai'n people, 
tere~s of evangelical tru·th, 'a messenger of light and 'he said, "Once we 'had a service w!hieh wa's held on the 
liibertY."in the midlst of :the d:arkness of unbe1.ief, sin and last day of the year, and 1fue Ia'Slt 'h'Ou'r of the day, and 
ignorance. . . '" .some people were late even then." 

TMs weekly visitor 'began iIi a humble, way 8:8' a mes- W e 'ha~e known some preachers WIh'O were' a'lways late. 
senger from Ja-rvi-s Street Churoh, designed to convey 'There are 'SOme people who .never arrive at church short 
to 1lhe a'ged, inf.irm,. afflicted and Occasiona'l "'Shut-in" of'five or !ten minutes iate." Of course 1:Jhe plain, simple 
·sometihiing 'Of 1Jhe blessing whicl1 was accompanying the 
preacPting of the Word within the walls of the sanctuary. reason is,. they do. not start in time. . 
Grad.ual1y 'tih~ sphere' of influence widened unltil now it There i's' a great difference b~een legi'timate caution, 
'ha's ,fol,lnd 'its· waY. t'O most" parts of 1Jhe 'World. and 'dliiatol'iness. It is always -well1Jhat we ah'OuM ponder 

"Countles's' numbers nave been ,saved through .1fu.e Gos- the path. 'Of our ,feet; :tJhat We 'sh'Ould nolt·act without due 
pel a's'set f'Orth in- 'these printed pages. ,Countless olthers consideration.· But the· ha!bit 'Of ,pOs!tponement·cannat"b.e 
have been instructed: ·in the faith 'and led 'into deeper ex- 'justified :by caHing -it caution .. Even the most dilatory 
perience of God's gra~e. THE GOSPEL .WITNES!1 has als'O pers'On manages t'O :ge!t to the railway 'stati'On in time to . 
acted, a'S 'a trumpet,' 'Callin.g ,to many young men and !take 'the train. He arri'Ves 11!1so at ifue pla:ce of employ
women, impressing upon 'them the obHgati'On to devote ment at 1:Jhe time apP'Ointed; 1fu.e reason, ''Of course, being 
t'hek aU to 1fu.e Master a's He slbou~di lead" train for the 'that the train win not wait; and unless the' clock i,s 
mini!l'try or ,full-time, :service ·and, then go f'O,rtn in His '-punched, on: 'time 1Jhere will be a reduction ·in the pay; 
name. Since Toront'O Baptist Seminary was foq,nded: by ~ WhIch is to say, 'that even the inoSit dHa;tory .may be 
Hr. Shields in J'anuary, 192'7, "tMs per=iodical !hl!-s heen punctual when 'he must he. . 
its chief recruiting agent. . This habit· intrudes into thereIig.i'Ous Ufe. There are 

TMs pa'Per has ,been 'Of inspiration to preachers, teach- people wlho were c'Onverled yea:rs ago. '!'hey--are "going 
er=s and Christian workers al1 over the world, 'supplying to" be baptized. They ar=e "going to" j'O'in 1Jhe church. 
'tihem often w:ith germ 'I1hougthts (rom ,wh'icl1 they can But it ha's. become second nature w.i:fu them to postpone . 
diev~lop mes'sages to Passon t'O· others, 'strengthening everything that may be postponed. . 
many 'Of them as they 'la!bour in dh~tant parts far removed 
from the 'Opportunity of Ohr=isili'an fell'Ows1hip,and, en
coura'ging t'hem to 'hold foa'st 1Jh'e' word of ,truth. THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS 'pas. enlightened, 1p.any as to. t'he hidden 
dangers of ;M'Odernism and M'Odern Cults, 'and iit 'ba's 
exposed the per=ils ·'Of RQman CathdHc aggressi'On. 

ThIs periodical 'has been the medlium Orf communi'Cat
ing to the 'people the needs of 1lhe ma·ny milSsionary causes 
w'hich fr~m time to time h'ave been sponsored by Jarv·is 
S'tree!t ,Chur.Ch. La'rge anrounts .'Of money have been for
warded to individuals, gr'Oups, churches 'Or missi'Onary 
.socleties because THE GOSPEL WITNESS ha's made the need 
k'nown·.and soJ.i'Ci'ted 'help. 

Wi"tih gratitude we ·acknowledge t'he great goodness of 
our ·God in laying upon ifue heart of the 'late Dr. T. T .• 
Shie'Idis, its Founder 'and, First Editor, 'the b'urdren 'Of dis~ 
'seminating t!he trutlh by means 'Of the "prinitJed pa'ge, in 
sUSitairiing -him physically, mentaHy aI,ld' 'spir.itually to 
contiilue ltJhi-s ministry .. pers'Onal!ly for about 32 years, and 
f'Or t'Ouchingthe 'hear.ts 'Orf GQd"s people to enab1e 1Jhe 
paper 'to :be published regula'r=ly fO'r t'his long' peri()d: of. 
35 years. 'THE GOSPEL WITNESS 'commenced' a's a '8m·all. 
mod·est 'little paper of 8 pages, 'about 811z in'Ches by 5% 
inches. To-day it carries 16 large pages 'Of material, 
written 'andselecte'dl with a view to prQm'Oting 'the in
terests o.f the kingdom of 'Our LOrd and Savi'Our. 
. 'The President, Board of nirectors and E,ditoriaI Staff 
earnestly solicit your hearty co-'Operation in maintaining 
the lbig1t 's'tandard and ad'V'ancing the userf.uln'e8s 'Of this 
prin'ted missiona·ry. Plea'se pray f'Or us, give 'as you can 
toward the. cost of publication, '8'pea'k well of us an1d do 
your ipart in d:is'trihuti-ng coPies Where the message wi11 . 
do·good. • 

/ 

Sucli 'action, religi'Ously, means' positive di's'Obedience. 
·God is from everlastin'g t'O evedasting, GQd. Infin1te 
time is at His command;~~lUt He created 1Jh'is WQr=ld to 

. be an 'Orderly world" and therefore He 'made 'great Hghts, 
the one to :rule by day, aIidlifue other by DligM. 'Thus He 
ga'Ve us tilJle stan~rd'8. They wel'e to Ibe for· sign's, and. 
('Or'seasons,/and f'Or days 'and years. Thus' we' are 'abl~ 
to n'Umber'Our day.s, and to r,~em the time. 

In tlhe 'rea:lm of nature G'Od 'is always·on time. So ,regu
lar a-nd precise "is t'he 'Clock 'Of 1:Jhe universe tha't astrono
-mers 'say ht tlbey can predict an eclip~, the m'Ovements 
. of 1:Jhe ·pl'anets, 'a hundred! years -in 'advance, and make 
'their pred,ictions true to. a second. . ,. 

,It 'is of tthe very essen.ce 'Of Providence that even'ts 
Slh'Ould be prQperly. timed. All 1Jh'ings' work toget!h.er for' 
.good 'Onily 'as ,they are properly ti-med. 'In grace 'Ours 
i-s a punctual God,. It wa's "when tlbe' fulness of the time 
was come, God 'sent' .forth- ,his Son": Our Lord fulfHled 
proPhecy to the "letter, even in respect to 'lJhe time and 
manner 'Of Hi·s d~1:Jh. 

The ha:b'it of dHatoriness ·is very expensive: 

"Old. Time, lin whose.banks we deposit our nQtes, 
. Is a miser wh'O 'always wants guineas f6r groats; 

He keeps alllh:is cU'stomers still in arrears 
By 'lend'ip'g. ·fjhem minutes and charging them years." 

. . 
How much we all lose when we squander time! What 

'Opportunities we misS .for· want 'Of ,immediate. action! 
How muiifu life would 'be 's;impHfied and enriched ,if we 
could 'all 'learn the value 'of ifu·e little word NOW! 

. ---lDR. T. 'T. SHIELDS 
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fhe Abso·lute ·.Justic·e arid Absolute Truth 
o.f S~verei\gn' Grace 

David Otis Fuller; D.D.·, 
Pastor, Wealthy Street Baptist Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

(It is acknowledged with gratitude that many of the thoughts herein contained are 
taken from the writings of the "Last of the Puritans" C. H .. Spurgeon.) 

I BELIE-V-E one of the greatest and most powerful 
hymns 'tJhat has ever been wr:itten is t!he one entitled, 

"Wonderful Grace Of Jesus." When·it ':is sung by a group 
of ·born again, b100di bought children of God there "is noth
ing :tlhat tbriUs me quite so mudh. Everyone of the three 
:verses' and the chorus 'have just about 'tJhe whole Gospel in 
them .. 1 wouldtn't 'know whiclJ. to rChoose for the best. T·ake 
the second verse for insU!.nce;"Wonderful grace of Jesus, 
ReaciJJing to a'll. 'the ,lost . . . By 'it I have been pardoned, 
,Saved to the'uttermost .. :Ohains have'been torn asunder, 
Giving. -me )iherty, For the wonderful grace of Jesu·s 
reaChes me ... Wonderful the matdhless grace of Jesus, 
De~r t'h'an the mlig:hty rolling sea, Higher tw' the 
mountain, sparkHng Hke a fountain, Ali ,sufficient grace 
for even -me . . . Broader ·!;than' 1ihe Scope of my trans
gressions, ·Greater far 1Jhan an my 'sin and· shame, Oh 
magnify the precious' Name of Jesus, Praise His Name." 
The doctrine of sovereign Grace a<s so clearly taught in 
Scriptu.re is one of :tlhe most comforting, most gl'Orious 
truths the mortal m;ind of man. can ever Wink upon. De
spite ,the distortions and wi1ful perversions 'Of '!;th.is trans
cendent truth it 'stiU shines tJhroU'gih the nig.nt as 'a beacon 
.!ro~ the Lig'h$oU'se of God's' Word pOinting guilty, per-
lsih'lng sinnel'S to tJhe Lamb of God. . 

Sometime 'ago I was readiing a bi'Og,raphy of John Kn'Ox 
!;the great reformer who 'Sihook Scotland by .the grace of 
God and- whose epitaph on. his :grave read's, "He never 

..feared -the face of man". In this biography the author 
q'Uotes John Calvin on the question of pred.estinati-on 'Or 
election which is ang1Jher name for. sovereign ·grace. He 
said "Predestination is a labyrinth from which the mind 
of man can never extricate itself." And ,!;this - from the 
greatest exponent of the doCtrine of 'sovereign grace the 
worJ.il has ever kn'Own. 

I am fu'lly ·persuaded theJ;e. i·s but one reason for the 
many ,di'stortions and grotesque perversions of'tJhis tru:fJh, 
·and that i~ the pride of man. MflIl are so 'infernaUy . 
·proud :tJhat they must concoct all kinds of crazy theories 
in attempts to expIaoin to ,their ·sati·sf.action this mystery' 
whiCh i·s taught so plairi.Jy in Scrip,ture and which God 
never meant for us to .fully understand but, iike aH other 
,Scripture, to !believe with our hearts. Again I.quote "It 
is easier to understanld the B'j,ble by believing it, than to 
believe ,!;the n'ible "by trying to underat'and it." I am a ' 
Calvinist, a Scriptur~l 'CalvinJst. ' I 'su'bscribe wh'Ole 
'hea.rttedily to every 'One Orf tJhe five doctrines ordinarily 
termed "TULIP", each of the letters of that word stand
ing for one of the doctrines·of CalviIlli'sm. 

I 'believe, -in tota-l depravity; anyone with any sense' 
ought:to eve~ apart from Scripture. One gHmpse of man 
in his godlessness and the d~ptJhs to wMch he has' sunk 
in ,sin ought to convince 'any ;f~lir' minlded, sane thinker. 

. I beJieve in Undeserved mercy; every bit of mercy that 
. God ha's ever ~~own to the 'rebel 'sons of -men from Adam 

down to'this hour is all undeserved 'and .shown through 
. 'sheer grace. I believe in a 'Limited atonement. Qle'atly 
"in Scripture is otihe a:tonement of Jesus Ghris't limited, • 
. Hmited to "Whosoever". -

I 'believe 'in Irresistible grace; tJh·gt God's grace work
ing in and ·througha deprav~d -human 'heart is irresi,stible. 
I refer 'Of 'Course to special grace'; common grace can be 
and is ,resisted daily, but 'special grace, never. I believe 

, in 1fue Perseverance of the saints. Once God, has saved 
a 'sinner He will keep 1Jha't ,sinner and at last bring him 
·to glory. I prefer to think of lit as the perseverance of 
the Saviour. He does the keeping and the holding; you 
and I would' have "been in hell long !before now if He 
,haoo't. . 

iWhether in your ,min'd 9r not the foregoing 'statements 
whieh 1 nave made concerning -my own .faith as a Cal
vinist, meet wi·!;th your s·tandard's I d'O not 'know. One thing 
I do know - I beJoieve with 'all my heart in Scriptural 
-caoJvinism. I 'ha'Ve been -.;called an Arminia-n hy man.y, 
'and 'in fact there is hardly a name I recall that 'I haven't 
been called 'by somebody here in 'Grand Rapid1s! I almost 
wislb I had.. a diollar for every name people -have ca'll~d 
me; I couId. easily retire by thi,s time! 

OUI'-' subject we nave ,chosen is ":The Absolute Ju-sti'ce 
and 1Jhe ,Absolute TrutJh of Sovereign Grace." There is 
such a thing as both you know, despite devHi'sh ·tactics 
of cheap politici;ans ·and .internationa'l gangsters on the 
one hand' to do away' with 'aU justice, and, the dialectics of 
!;the Barthians OD< 'the' o·1Jher 'toa'holish ,tru·1Jh in any form. 
Absolute justice and a:bsolute tl"uoth are both fO'lJ,nd set 
forth in this blessed Book and one diay When He Wh'O is 
the TRUTH 'slhalI 's'it in majesty to judge the world, nay 
-the universe in ri·ghteou.sne$s, men will learn then that 
truth indeed is ahsolute and so i·s justice. 

Let's .firBit of·airtlhink for a moment on the justice of 
electi'on. I saY'a moment advised'ly. We have 'On'ly a brief 
time .. t9 d.iscuss this deepest aoo profo'Undes't of aH sub
jects. I do not .. pretend to be a 'uheologioan hilt I do know 
a little of what the Bilble teaches. We w.il'l not,use Hodge 
or Sti"qng or Wa1"/ield or Machen 'Or VanTil or Kuypm', 
fine "as -these men have proved' 'to be in estah'lishing the 
tru1Jh of Scripture. I would remind you 'they are alI fal-' 
Uble, everyone of them. Turn wiIl you from ·faHi:ble men 
to 'the 'Infallible Book, God"s Word. I shall defend this 
great fact tha't God has cMsen men to Himself and that 
the .scriptures clearly teach it. , 

Let'·s look at it th·is way a moment. There are tho'se -
and doubtless 'some of them are -l'i'stening'- Who plainly 
·state tlhat IF 'God has chosen some men to eternal Hie 
tha't He has .been unjust. I turn ·aroundand as:k y'OU to 
prove that; the burden of proof rests wi,llh you, remem
ber. Y'OU nave sta.ted something that you believe to be a
·fact - prove 'it! I would naiVe you remember that not 
one 'single 'soul whOm God -ha's ever 'chosen from all 
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Eternity has ever merit~d .this matclI'le'ss grace ~ho-wn only reason Why you can· be Idst i's because you would 
them. 'l~ there one man in tihe Whole world - ·apart from continue in sin and would not;;~ry to he saved; from it. 
a rank infidelic modernist - Who would 'have the im- You have rejected ,Christ, you' have put' Him far from 
pertinence to 'say 'that he merits anythjng of his Maker? you, and left to yourselves, you wiH not receive Him . 

. 'God- is in debt to no man,' and '~t ,the. last great day· "Well/' but somebody says-and it·could easily pe YOU 
every ·man ,shall 'have 'as muCh love, 'as much pity, anda:s now listening for there are 'SO many of :tihese birds 
much 'good-nes's as he deserves. Even the lost in hel'l (speckled) in Grand' Rapids - "I cannot come ,to' God." 
slhall have all they deserve; .ay,and woe worth the day Your helples'snes's to come lies in the fact that you h'ave 
for them when t'hey. sihall have t'he wratih of God which no wHI to 'COme. Our Lord Jesus Christ testifies to that 
will he the summit of their desezVings. IF Gdd, gives to In. 5:39, "Ye WILL NOT come 'to Me 1Jhat ye mig'ht have 
every man 'as much as 'he merits, is HE therefore to be life." If you were but once wil'ling you. would lack no 
accused 'of' injustice because He gives to some infinitely. power. You cannot coine beca,use you . 'are so wedded to 
more l!han they merit? Where is t'he injustice of a man your lusts, so fond of your sin, 'TIl'at -is why you cannot 

• doing as 'he wills with his own? Has 'he not a right to give rome. That very inability of yours is your crime, your 
what 'he plea'ses?'If God is 'in debt to any, then would guHt. You could come if your .Jove to evil and self were 

_ there 'b~ injustice. But God- i,s 'indebted to none; if God broken. The ina:bHity l-ies not ion your phY'sical.nature but 
i's indebted- to you listening, step fortlh sir if you dare in your depraved moral naoture. 
and present your-case for all to 'hear! Oh, if you were wiUing to be saved - ,fu'at',s :tJhe whole' 

What God chaUenged Job ~it'h, tJhat man Who eschewed point. You are not wiIling now and you win never be 
evH and those waY's were. perfect before God, I would willing till Grace makes you wining'. But Who is to blame, 

~Challenge every la'st listening sinner with, th.is morning. because you are not wiHing to be saved? None but your
Hear i,t! Job 38: 1: "Then the Lord- answered Job out of self; you have the whole blame. If you refuse eternal Hfe; 
the Whir.lwind and said, Who is 'tibi-s·tbat darkeneth coun- if you wi11 not look to 'Qhrist", if you wHl not trust in· 
sel by words without knowled'ge? Gird up now thy 1o'ins Him, remember - your own Will damns you forever.in 
like a man; for I wiN demand of tihee and answer thou . hell. Wa's there ever a man who had' a sincere wiH to be 
Me." And when God; ;finiShed with J'Oball Job could. say ·saved. in God's way who was denied 'salv'ation? No, 'no, 
he ·s'llIid. in these words Job '42 : 5-6, "I have heard of Thee a th'Ousand times NO! ..., 
'by 'tibe hearing of the ear'; ,but now mine eye 'seetlh T·he. Let'·s a'skanoiiher qu~stion; ask you as y'OU listen; 
Wherefore I ·abhor mysel,f and repent in . dust and as'hes." You say it 'is unjust that 'some should be'lo&t while others 
And ,that is wlhat every 'Iasot one of us 'tibis morning noW are saved. Who makes those to be 'Iost thlllt are Iost? 
listening wiJ.! say when we come fa'ce to' face .with the Did God. cause you to sin? Has the Spi.rit of. Goii ever 
terrible majesty and 'hoHness of this eternal God mani- -persuaded ,you to do a wrong tihing? Answer me. Has the 
feslted 's'6 finally 'and complete'ly in His SOn Jesus ·Christ. Word of God ever bo).ster.e'd, you up in your own self-

In the w'Or:ds of another, "0 man, God' ha'st not wronged rig'~teousnes's? No, God 'ba's never exercised 'any' influence 
thee; thou 'ha,st 'not been injured .. Bring up thy claim.s and. upon you to make you go -the 'wrong way. Th~ whole 
G;od will fulfHl them to the 'Ia'st jot. If you are righteous tendency of His Word tMs hles'sed Bo'Ok, the whole ten. 
and c'an claim sometihing of your Maker, stand up and dency of the prea'C'hing <>f the Gospe'l, is to persuade you 
plead your virtues and He wiIl answer thee." But if you to turn f.rom.sin unto rig'1:J,teousness, from your wicked 

. but knew it, your righteousnes's is 'but a 'lie and your ways to God. . ' 
best performance .but fHthy ra·g·s. That is accord'ing to I'sayagain, God is just. IF -_you reject the SaviQur 
the Book and where else can you turn to find !higher, proclaimed- to you, if you refuse to trust Him, id' you will 
greate,r, more final authority? Hear ·it from the prophet's not co~ to Him anld, be saved, if you are lost, God is 
inspired writings lsa. 64: 6, ."But we 'are ALL a's 'an un- ,supremely just in your heing 19st; but if He Chooses to 
clean thing·, and aJ.l our righteousnesses are as .filthy exert ·'the superQatural influence of His Holy Spirit upon 
rags; 'and we all do fade asa 'leaf, and 'Our iniquities like . some of you, He is surely just (n giving the mercy which 
the wind have taken us away." no man can claim and so just th'a:t throu.g·h eternal ages 

But I defendi -the justice. the ahsolute" justice of elec- 'tibere 's'hall never be found a flaw in His acts, hut the 
., itJion on yet another ground. To which of you 'has God thrice-holy God, shaH be hymned by the redeemed, and 

ever refused His mercy and love, when you 'have 'sought ;by Cherubim and 'seraphim, and even the lost in heH s'hall 
His fa'ce?Come on, now give an :honest answer! Has He be· compeIIed to utter 'an involuntary· note of ·praise to 
not f.reely proclaimed the 'Gospel to you an, every last lost that dread song "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty." 
son of Adam',s race listening to this broadcast? Does not But now notice ;for a mom~nt, the truth of Election. I 
God'·s Holy Word bid. you come to Jesus? and does not may ,be possibly ta'lking to some Godly souls who cannot 
He solemnly declare, "Whosoever win, let him come?,' receive this doctrine. And here may L stop and'repeait 
Are you not every Lord,'s day' invited to come and put ·'~.mething; I am confide~t tha-t there. will :be just as 
your trust ·in Ghrist, from 'this pulpit .and- many otherR In/lny Armi.nians in 'heaven as there wiH be Calvinists, for' 
in this city? Yes you are and you know you are. I{ you YQu.and I will never h~ in heaven because we were Armin-· 
wiIl not ,do it, but destroy your 'ownsouIs - who is to i'ans or Calvinists but simp'ly and' only hecause. we trl,lsted. 
blll-me? If you put your trust in Ohri'styou' sha'H be saved: ' ALONE in Jesus Christ to save our souls. 
God will not run back from His promise,' Prove Him, try' 'But now my friend, you s~y you don't believe in ~Iec
Him. T·he moment you renounce sin, and trust in Ohrist, tion? . And you'. are 1'eady ~ven to. come -to this platform 
that moment you may know yourself to be one of His to argue wit'll me about it. All rigiht.come. a'long and I will 
chosen ones; but if you' wiH wicked,ly put from you the allow you to argue with yourself and ,be-fore five minutes 
Gos'pel which j,s pl'.eached unto' you' - a!J many, many have passed, you wHI, Qut of your own ~outh; pro.ve my 
of you have done up un'ti'l this moment - and if you wiU pOint. Come, my friend, you' d'On~t-beUeve that God ;can 
ndt be saved" tihen on your own head 'be your :blood,! The justly'give to 'sOm~ men. more grace ·than to others? Very 
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well. Let',s kneel d'Own here together an,d pray. You pray 
4Iirst. You no SOOJl~r .begin to PMY than you say, ".0 
Lo~di be pleased in Thy infinite mercy, to senld Thy Holy 
'Spirit to save sinne~s in 1Jh'is congregation and be pleased 
to bles's my relatives according to llfue flesh." 

Stop! Stop! You are asking' God to do something which 
according to your theory is not right .. Y'Ou are asking Rim 
to give them more grace than .they· h'ave got; you are 
asking Him to 00 someth·ing 8pecial. You are pleading 
with God aren't .you? that He would give grace ·to your 
relatives and .fl'iends and to .this congregation? How do 
you make th'at l~iglht in your 'tJheory? If it would be un
just in God to give more gra-ce to one man 1Jhan to an
ofuer, !how very Un3U8t of yo.u to ask Him to do 'it! If it 
i's rill left toman's free wiU, 'Why do you beg the Lord to 
interfere? You cry - and rightly '80- "Lol'd draw them, 
Lordi break their hearts, renew their 'spirits," I pray the 
same way constantly but how can YOU do it my friend 
il[ yO\! th'ink it unr:ig1J..teoU's in tl).e ~rd to enidow. this 
people witJh more grace than He does the rest of the 
human {'ace? "Oh," but you say, "I feel that :it is right, 
and I wiH ask Him." Very well; 1ilien, if it "Is r~ght in 
you to ask, -it must be righlt in Him to give; it must he 
riglht ,in God tOO give mercy ito men, and to some men suc'h 
mercy that they may be constrained to 'be s·aved. 

·1 am sure any born agaJin Ohristian in thi,s .room or 
Hstening in radio -land w'hether he or slhe be Calvinist or 
Arminian would' gladly ()peri their hymn book and, 8ing 
heartily together "Oh how I tlove Jesus . : . because He 
first loved me." There it 'is - that'oS Ca:Ivinism pure 'and 
simple. You 'have let 'it out aga'in. You love Jesus because 
He fi~st lov~dt you. WeH, how is it you come to love Him 
while others are' left not loving ·Him?· Is that to your 
honor 'Or to Hi8 honor? you 'say_ "I't is :to ·the 'Praise of 
grace; let grace have ··fue pra:ise." Yes, :and y'Ou and I 
agree perfectly. . 

What I have always contended for, that Grand Ra'pid's 
. needs so desperately, is a fel'Vent evangeli8tic Crilvini8m, 

We have 'a lot -'barrf;lls of ,it - 'Of a C'Old, 'i'cebox, frig,id 
Calvini'sm that repels people, ,fjha,t -is not Scriptu.ral. When 
Scri'ptura.l ·Catlvinism gets 'hold of your HEART it will 
cause your !hea.rt 'and your whole life· to glow anld grow and 
flame .in white hot evangeHsm. God. grant ttJhat -ttll'i·s may 
come soon '00 thi's city. Tha:t's my earnest pra1/er and ·the 
prayer of many otners listening I lmow.· . 

Some years· ago 'such -a m!inIster, 'One who was a strong 
Calvinist and yet fervent in wiI)IJJing sou'l·s, was preaching 
to a' Iarge. oongz:egation of Me·thodi8t8 who were aU 
Arminians. And tMs minister was prea'ching the gospel 
in power 'and ·there we·re "Am ens" and "HaHeluj-a'hs" fr'Om 
the 'audience frequerltly. At la:st a part Of his tex't led him 

, to speak on tpe ·doctrine. of election. He wa:sn't going 
.to·dod'ge it.just -because he was in a gr'Oup M Arminia.ns. 
E·veryone iri his audience drew a deep breath. 'The min
i-ste.r. 's8:id, "Now my friends you 'believe tMs glorious 
doctrine, I know y'OU do." They 'aB seemed. -to Sl:!-y, "No, 
we don't." "B!lt. 'you do," went on tJhe mini,Slter, "and I 
will make you 'S'ing Halleluj-ll'h over it, too." . . 

So the minister pq.'t it this way, "Is there nQ differefJ,ce 
:between you and 'Other men?" "Oh yes,. yes; glory 'be t'O 
God." "There is a difference between what you were and 
wha,t y'Ou are now?" "Oh yes, ah yes!" There is sitting by 
y'Our 'Slide a man .who h'as been to t'he 'same 'Chu~ch as' you 
'have, heard the same G'Ospel, ·he 'is unconverted and you 
are converted. Who has made the difference, yourself or 
God?" liThe LOrd, glory, hallelujah, the Lord." Yes, and 

th~t is tJhe doctrine of election; that is all I contend f'Or," 
the m'inister 'a·aid. . 

. And so say I to you. II[ there be a difference, the Lortd 
made the difference. That is, enougli for me. I d'On'-t care 
ab'Out the 'wol'ds 'Or the phraseology, 'Or the form of creed. 

. I d'On't want you to 'su:bscribe to 'my c.reed but I do want 
you ito 'sulbscri'be to a creed that gives God tJh'e gl'Ory of 
His salvation. Every '~int 'in . heaven sing's, "Grace has 
done it." And I wouldh'ave every, 'saint on earth ·sing the 
same song, "Unto Him who loved and wasihed us from 
'Our sins in Hi!s !b'lood, -to Him be the glory forever and 
ever." The ·prayers, the praises, tJhe experience of those. 
w'ho do not 'bel-ieve .this d'Octrine' prove the d'Octrine better 
than anything_I can 'say. ~ay God, !help you Hstener, i·f He 
has not d'One so' a:lrea.dy, to ,believe and pro:cIaim this 
glor-ious truth unto y'Our Whole 'heart! 
(Copies of this pamphlet may be secured by writing the' 
Book Table, Wealthy St. Baptist· Church, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. No charge for as many as you' can prayerfully 
u,se. We do need funds and would appreciate any contribu
tion to pay for the 'printing for as' wide a distribution as 
possible.) 

DATES TO REMEMIBER 
April 21-

Easter Sunday special serv·ices. Appropriate ~es
sages an,d musk Evening service to -be broadca:st: 
7.30 - '8,30 over CHWO, 'Oakville: wave len'gth-
1'250, 

May 2-
Toront'O Baptist Semiriary Graduation Exereises 
with Dr. C. D. Cole as speaker. 

May 5-4.30-5 p.m. 
Jarvis Street Church with Dr. Slade, choir and con
gregation in coast to coast -broadcast in the Church 
'Of the Air series D'Ominion network. 

November ~-
Mr. James A{'mstrong, Irish evangelist, will c'On
duct evangelistic ·services in Jarvi,S Street Church 
for tw'O weeks. 

JARVIS STREET CHU~CH CALENDAR 
SUNDAY 

9.45 Bible School fo,r everybody. from grandfather 
to the baby. 

11.00 Morning Service. 
4.30 Afternoon Class. 
6.00 Prayer Service' in Greenway Chapel. 
7.00 . RegUlar evening service. 

TUESDAY 
8.00 Departmental Conferences 'Of the Bible Sch'Ool, 

followed by the teaching of the le!'lson at 8.4fi 

THURSDAY 
. 2~30 Senior DorcalJ Sewing Meeting, 
5.30 JUnio,r Dorcas Sewing Meeting, 
8.00 Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. SIB:d·e. 

FRIDAY 
7.00 and 8.15--=-Junior and Senior choir practices. 
7.00 Friday Night Round-Up.for boys and ~irls. 

SATURDAY • 
8.00 Great Weekly Prayer Service in Greenway Hall. 
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KEPT 
"Kept by the ·power of God- th,rough faith unto salwti'On." 

/,. . --'1 ·Peter 1 :5. 
By Dr. John- Wilmot 0 

. -
THE".l!ord :ha~ -charg~d· Himself with responsibility for 

"' HIS peoples securIty, even as He is the Author of 
their oS'alvati'On. Initial salvation is variously represented 
in Scrip"ture·: 'here it is a· begetting (verse 3") .. Sinners 
become ~hildren of God. in 'the on'ly. way po·sosiible; they are 
heg>otten. Thus their title to- the ,heavenly inheritance is 
the mos't 'vaHd·: they 'are born unto it, ,for involved in 
thi·s relations!hip. e-ffected '~accordin'g to Hi-s· abundant 
mercy" and "1iliroug'h t'he resurrection of Jesus Christ" 
is- h'eirs'hip; t'he :inher-itance i's our birthright and it i~ . 
"l'eserved i-n heaven", changeles's, spotless, ,ti~eless. No 
element. of .d'eteriora,tion within -canaccompli"li'h its decay 
- it-is '.'inconupti-bl-e"; no evils 'Of environment can con
tami'nate i't - it is "undefiled"; consequently- it endureth 

. fo~ver - "'ilt fudieth not away". , 
In human 'affairs the security of tlhe inheritance does 

not necessarily c·arry with it ·the ·security of the heir. 
Calamity, death, may ensue ere the time to ,pos·sess arrives 

. tholigh the title Ito possession be estabJ:ished. The estate 
may in eveIT wa:y be most eX'CeI1ent: :it :is so here; :but 
~at 'i-s 'there ~o ·ensure ifualt fue l'ighltlfuI 'heirs s;haU SijC

ceed. to· it? Here i's an inspired· assumnce written to 
encourage, us to. "hold fast" the confidence of the ~ope 
steadfast unto the end". •. 

"For 1/0U who a1'fJ kept." Salvation was obtained by ·j:he 
~o.l'd· Jesus Ohrim; by Him-al'One and ex-cI'U'sively; there 
IS no o"ther saving name (Acts 4:12). It is of gra-ce 

. -t'hrou·gh faith CEp'h. 2 :8). But gl'a-ce produces graces. 
and f.ait'h· >brings for1'h 'her fruits. And; the ev·identi-a-I 
!:anguage of Scripture conrdiitions 'salvation ·a-cciml.ing~y, 
as, .f'Or ,example,' rby our enduranrce (Matt. 10 :22), our 
continuan-ce (-Col 1:23), our holding fa'sit (1. Cor. 15:2). 
There are ''1Jhings which accompany 'sa~valtion" and prove 
genuine our claim too irt (Heb. 6: 9). 'The ri.ghtoous, .ft- is 
said in this ·epistle, are '.'sa'Ved wi'1ili difficu1ty· because of 
the ~o.rces of evi-l ranged aga:insot them· (4 : 18) . 

What 'provi-s1ioll; is made for 'all this? The answer is. 
.tlbey endure and 'Continue and hold: fas't 'and grow and 
bear fruit, Wh'O are "kept". The ·epiSltle views fait'h tried 
j'n .fire, the saints -buffetted by ,the world, ,suffering on 
the behalf ()f Christ. ~nd the fruit of the -Spirit becomes 
the more apparent by re.ason of ,the barren environment. 
The word itselfso-ppos'es a's'sau'lt and· peril. I't is a mHi
tary "term: "kept", that is, as in ·a ·garrison rtown besieged· 
by ·tJhe enemy. The inh:eritan-ce :is in heaven, reserved; 
but the heirs are,on earth in a nost-iIe·'s-ituation; bui they 
are guard.ed, ,by God's power. . 

The epistle warns us ·agai"nst .our several f'Oes, foes 
W'hi'ch. ·s'houldi they ·f.inally ·conquer, m.u·st deprive us 'Of 
,the in!heritance. "Your 'adversary, the devil, ·g·oetib.'3Ibout 
like'~ l'oa:ing '1i()n" (5:8). By 'his 'Subtlety, strategy, 
s'trength, he wouFd overcome- the saints .for ibefore 'their 
emancipation they were his -captives, Ih.i~ servan'ts. E-ver:f 
"Soul ,begotten 'Of God is 'translated 'Out of the authority 
of d-arknes's. Can we wonder 't;lhat we henrceforward be
come the chief and ·s'pecial objects of attack? God would, 
therefore, !have us beware of our foe who 'i's 'heve· de
scribed in his 'true character a'nd inil;ent. We must not 
undieres'tima-te hi's power from Whom we have been so 
merei.fuHy delivered, for that de;livel'an-ce necessitated 
"a~undant mercy" (3-); n~r may we reg~td him with 

levity as "though we may presume now that we are no 
longer in his power, for, even' Michael the archangel could 
but refer 'the 'devil' to the Lord for :rebuke ~Jude 9). 
Notwithlrtand'ing.,~ we have no'.-cause'to fear for we are 
"kept". . ' I 

The Evi'l.One has tw'O accomplices wit!hin and with'Out 
the, "fles'h and the worldi .. He has i~telligence witibin th~ 
ci'taciel, 'so·, to ~peak, .;l quisling within! Theref~re ,it· is . 
written, "Abstain from flesih-ly 1usts wbich war against· 
It'hesoul" - the enemy with,in. Again, "·tibe time· past of 
our/ li.Ie may "Suffi'Ce to have wroug!b.t the wHl· of the 
Gentiles" - the w~rld, with'Out . (4 : 3) . The fle8h and. the 
'world also ·are descri'bed. ;in their if,rue colours.. Satan 
wou·ld deceive us a~d: allure us from -Christ <by sin"s p1eas- _ 
ures and "fashi'Ons and fpllies, ·so that we should lose our . 
pilgrim cltaracter, 'so that we shou1di become "ShON
sigh!ted, and not ·see afar off and forget that we were 
purged from our old sins" (2 Peter 1 :9). Therefore must 
we keep oursel-ves unspotted (rom the wodd if we would 
g~in possession of the sPotless inheritance. And t'hat i'8 
impososible ex-cept we ·are· ~'k~pt"; hen-ce this !blessed 
assuran'Ce. But how ave we ~'kept"?1 

"By the power of God thlrough faith". Our inherent. ' 
weakn~s, and· evi1 env:i-ronmenil;, ,and the strengt·h of the 
enemy, demand a power superior to. tMs triple combina
·ti()n, ifue w'Orld, ,the flesh 'aIitl the (levi-! ·anrd such is the. 
''Power of God. The 'pQwer by whic11- v/e were quickened 
is the power whic'h keeps: !'By" may Wj:ll1 :be "wit'hin", 
signifying ,thesIYhere in· which we are· kept. That is to 
say, 'sinners, when begotten ·:of th:e Spir"it and believing, 
·are broug'ht wiil;hin the sphere of the ef·f-ective and pro
Itective operation of 'the ·very p'ower of God. Who ·can 
estimate jJhe ·miglht of that power wMch raises ·the dead-

. ·so ·that . the soul, on be1ieving the goSpei, is given a 
spiritual resurrection. 'a. qU'ickening into the life of God 
a translation into the kin:gdomof His diear .son 'W'hich' 
,except a man be born_from ·abQve~ he -can neifuer'see. no;' 
enter? (Col. 1 :'13; JO'hn 3:3"5). Into· tlhe rea"lm ·.of the. 
'Opel'ation 0'[ 'suclt power -believers are :introduced, and 
t'h. us it ·is 'tibey p.re kept. .. , 

Further, this is the power whiC'h .raised up Christ .from 
·Vhe dead ·(3) wh-ireb Pau'l. de~cri'bes ·as the "mig.htY. power 
which God wrouirht in ·Ohris:t when He raised Him fr()m:
the dead" with its obJective '':to usward· who -believe'; 
(-Ep'h. 1: 19. 20). His enemies ,had, sa·id, "TMs is the, 
Heir. come, . let us kiU Him and the inheritance shall be 
ours". So they -killed the .Lord Jesus. And !f!he j'Oint
heirs wo:u-ld ·haye peri'so'hed w"i'th iBm. The· fortunes of 
,their h1!il's presumptive ave ·bound 'up with those of the 
Heir apparent. But tIh:at was their 'hour, the world's, and 
the 'power of d-arknes's. soon to be superseded· -and van-' 
qui-shed by God's 'hour and t'he ·power which ,raised Ohris.t 
again. What power is greater ·than death? All is im
potent in its -presence. Death is 'th.e i·s·sue of. ·t'he trinity 
of evil against whiCh we are kept. For sin wi'thin. the 
flesh, brings forth death (Jas. 1 :115). The 'sorrow and' 
pleasure o.f the world worketh death ('2 Cor. 7 :10; 1 Tim. 
5 : 6 ), ·and. Sa ta'n h·e}d· au!tihor..i.ty over deatJh, that king of 
,terrors (Heb. 2 :;14)·. But God.'s people are kept by a 
powe:r which has d-emonstrated :its superiority over the 

. utmost that ··the combinati·on hf their foes can ·accompli-s-h .. 
No power -can overcome Him Who is HimselJf the Over

comer ·of "death, and within His power believers a·re kept. 
Yes, believers, for God· combines 1Jhe operati()n of 'tib·is 
power on His part with :1fue exercise 'Of fai't'h.· on ours. 
H is ":t;Ihroug'h ·faith"; .faith· which is the in~strumental 

, . 
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means o.f our 'salvation and of ou·r 'Security. What com
fort "jos 'in tMs word. The strcm.gest sa'i'nt does not keep 

. !h.imself; 'God's power keeps !him ofJhrough fai't!h as, its 
. inSitrument in.operati'on. -So. aIso "t!he feeblest,sa'int :shall 

win the ,day though death and; hell obstru"ct the way". 
A c'hild, it is said, was Observed ·to continue long' in ' 
prayer, for s'he !had heard ando 'SIung,the words, "Satan 
trembles when !he sees the weakest saint upon ~'is knees", 
and desired to make the Devil tremble a long time! 
To what end are we kept? _ 

"Unto sai.'Vaticm read.y to be revealed in the la.st time." 
The preposition is r.elated both to. purpose and t.ime. 
God will .keep His people un'to their saivation's complete
nes·s. Then aU d'anger wiU he paSt. But 1!here is more 
than immunity from da.nger 'i'll 't!his word.; iot correspqndos 
to the 'hope and: inheritance (3 'and· 4) and iI!, ready await
ing ofJhe ti'me of ounvei'ling. Whends that time? It -is said 
to be "t'he mst time". Not tiU ·then will -the salvation be 
revealed. The Jasi:·that is,. the most extr.eme or remote, 
tJhalt which concludes ,the dumtion of th'is present evil 
world. God, 't:hen, will keep His ·peo·ple unto the very 
cansummation, of w!hi=c!h the Saviou'r spoke When He, ·the 
ri'sen . One. cli'arged His apostles. with the evangelization 
of all nations. Right through 1!he predetermined. course 
of the ChurCh militant, ·through·Satan's "Short time", 
1!hrough the final insurrection tot!he extreme point, until 
the glorious' and victo.rious unveHing of tlhe Sav.iour from 
'hea:ven for Whom we look (Ph-ioJ. 3 :20). "The last time" 

will see the l-ast sinner 'saved, the last enemy destroyed, 
and· all "the sainlts kept· inviola:te from the .fi.rst to the 
lout. Y-ea, When surrounded by ·the "map.tifold trial-s" 
(1 :6) or passing through' "the fiery trial" t'herein par
taking of Ohl"i'81t's sufferings, even then s!hail,t!hey be 
kept, "t'ha.t when His glory 'S'haH "be revealed: they may 
be glad a'lso with exceeding joy" (4 :-12-13'), 

Let not .Christ's people 'sing ,rapturous stmgs about. 
His 'coming, and vo"f'l in 'consecration hymns til suffer, 
live and die for their Lord crucifi.ed, wheri tlhe Jtines~ are 
d\allen unto them in pleas'ant places, and- yet faiJ in true 
witness to Him inth'e perilous times of apoSlba·sy. Let us 
he wi11ing ·tosuffer reproa'Ch for Hi'S name, not decei-ving . 
ourselves" by ·any erroneou'S persuasion that escape may 
ibe ~ad from the' severest testoing, !but find-ing incentive 
unto 'patient-enduran'Ce in othe prospect that 'salvation 
shaH ,be 'revealed in the last time when ".grace s!hall be 
hrought unto \.liS alt the revelation of J·esU's Christ" (13). 
Let- us not forget the gracious, ·a'nd-suff.icient a:ssurance 
t'hat unto that 'time, unto the uttermost, and there.rore 
through the '8everes't trIal-times, t!he' Church ·shaH he 
gU'arded in His almighty power, a ·power. superior to .the 
'Combination of tlhe pl"incipalities and. powers of the great' 
ad:versa.ry, and ,she ·shall prove how 'graIIiddy God' can keep. 
Let us t!hen ¥ stron.gi~ vhe faitlh of -Chri·st Who tri
umphed over 'every foe of His. and ours,-and thTougih His 
guard:ians'hip until ·t!he very f.i'llal. moment, weshaIl tri-
umPh too. .... 

A . New Book By DR. 1.,1. SHIELDS 

THE .DOCTRINES OF GR'ACE 
This -volume .·contains seventeen addr~SIle8 on . the fundamental teachings of the 

Christian faith.' Each· addreu is Scriptuial and simply.prese!lted. Read with profit to your 
soul whai tlie Bible says about such· truths as the- Aton'ernent, Justification, Sanctification, the 
Second Com~g of Christ and other equally important subjects . 

• 208 INTEREST ·PACKED- PAGES. , 
• RICH MA'ROON BINDING WITH GOLD 

IMPRINT. 

• FIRST BOOK IN THE DR. T. T. SHIELDS' 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 

• COST-;-ONL,! $2.501 

Thi. u an idf!fll ChrU'~ gil' lor your p"ator, a IItrulerd or o,her lellow-ClWi.daml 
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'" "BE PREPARED" 

. "No time for that," repHedi Don. "We've got to get the 
pilot out." 

Botlh Scouifs raced towards the wreck .. Desperately, 
their ·faces covered with hastily dampened handkerc'hiel.f·s, 
·they worked to release the trapped, unconscious pHoto 
.somehow, - they could never quite r'emember how, they 
succeeded in lifting him from the ... cockpit, and removing· 
'him to a 'safe 'ldiisJtance from the ·inferno: There tibey laid . 
'him on the ground, and .get· about making him a's com
fortahle as they cou1d. 

"·Good th,ing we brought that. first aid kit, Jack," 
shouted Don. . 

"I'm scared .... this chap's bleeding Ito dea.tJh." 
By A. Norman McMillian He took a deep breath. "We've got to apply a tour

"First Aid is O.K.," said Jack, flinging his well-filled niquet. Give me your neckerchief, and pass me that 
haversaek over his s'h'Oulder, "but i!tseems to me we get stick over there .. Fast, man, fastl" . : 
lectures on -it ali the time." . They worked nervously over the tourniquet, and were 

"Yes, I know," a'greed Don, "but 'it's Hottle us'e unleSls relieved when the flow of blood ceased. Suddenly tlie 
you learn it pretty tho_roughly." air was rent by the we'ird scream 'Of a;·'8Iiren. Jaek and 

"Look at the Secon_d Troop·~" 'argued Jaek. '~They've Don glanced at the .g·ate at the far end of the fie1d. The 
got 'a -brass band and· everytJh'ing. They don't spend, all ambulance from the ,Camp was· ibe~ing towM'Clls them. : 
their time tying reef knots and bandag·ing broken legs. "Thank goodness, they've come/' muttered J'~k, ~'Be-
I ·as·ked Scouter why we couldn't 'have a l)and.'~ lieve me, I wa'~ scared:" . 

"And wha:t :didi 'he say?" queried 'his. compan·ion. . "Me, too!" said his companion, in a subdued' voice. 
"Said bands don't make for the besJt ,Scouting. Scouts "Boy, what I could Ido with more kn'Owledge in firSlt aid." 

s'hould, keep to the ·ov"tdoors .... Jumpin' catf,i'sh, we spend The Medical off.iocer approached them,' arter 'attending· 
m08't of our time indoors studying musty old first aid." 

. D'On picked up a stout 'stic~ and began whiitUing the to the injured pilot. "Boys, you've done a dandy job . 
end with 'hi,s IScout kni'fe. "Scou1ter· wants the· Troop to on this chap. He ·owes his l'i.fe to you. There's n'O dowbt 

. a1bout that!" 
win the F:ipst Aid Shieid at the Spring Rally .... ·tJh'at's 'T'h'e Scouts exclaimed in Chorus: "WiU 'he be all right, 

. Why 'he's cramming fkBlt ·aid, juBlt now. We get tots of sir?" . . 
~~!~oo;e~uting in the' 'S'Prin.g, Summer and FaH, n'ow, "I think 'he wH!. Can't osay lor's,ure. He's lucky to be 

Jack a'ssented c'heerfuHy enou.gh: "Yep. And we get aoJ.ive," replied the OffiCer, picking up hi'S kit and 'moppinR 
en'Ough 'by ourselveos ·on these Saturday afternoon 'hikes. his.brow. . ; 
Too bad the rest of the chaps would rather go to the W'olld of the acci9Emt h8!d ·spread· through the town be-
show." fo~e ·the :Scouts reaC'hed ~heir horries. The part .that the 

h Lynx Patrol Le8!der and his Second had played in the 
They climbed t e fence ,by MaeDonald's ibush and head.. rescu.e wa's the ltalk at every 'supper. ta'b1e that ni..n.t .. 

ed f'or the creek. ~ .. 
"I'm going to make anO'tJher ·staib at baking today," Jack Scouter dropped aroundi at Don's 'house just aitersupper. 

announced. "Last time the dough was·S1O 'hard we p1ayed -'Don, we're m'ig!hty proud' of what y'OU and. Jack did 
duck-on-the~rock with ii!" thi's af·ternoon," he enif:hu~. 

"U at once you don't ·succeed," admonished Don. "Re- Don shook bois head. 
member my first try? The blamedi ·thing t'asted like waH- _ "We owe Hail to you, sir. i know now what you meant 
paper pa'Blte."· . when you said we mQst be tp.oroug!h in our first aid. '1 

3"'ack laughed heartily at the t'hoUghit ·and· pointed to a' guess the Chief Scout" knew 'what !be was doing When 'he 
,plane tJhat cillcled overhead. It was not an uncommon chose 'Be Prepa·red' ,for the Scout motto." 

. sight, for 'both boys J.i.ved wi-th1in six mi1es of one 6f the ~The Ew:ngeZical Christian 
Commonwea'l·th Air Train'ing school·s. 

"U"s a Hal~·ar.d, isn't it?" ,specuiated, Don. "Boy w'hat 
I'd give t.o be able to fly one of iflhose th'ings.." 

Jack seized his chum's arm. 
"'!;here's ·somet!hing funny about that pl'ane, Don,-" '. 

he 'h'esitated, as the plane took a ,sudden dive earthwards. 
"If you ask me, I think that pilot's in troub1e." 

'''Great Ceasar!" exclaimed DonaM, "I 1fu.'ink 'he's going 
to -land in this f.ield !'~ 

"You're r.ight there," cried Jack. "But not from ohoice. 
Th'at plane's going. to cra·sh. SometJhiing's wron.g." 

Hardly hald, Jack fini-sGi·ed h!is 's'en-rence before his -
proph~y was fulfilled. Like a wounded bird, the plane 
sHd to the ea·rth .not two 'hundred yalld's froI]l where the 
amazed Scou·tJs were standing . A bUI'Blt 'Of flame shot 
from the engine, and before the two boys couid find 
words, the entire body was a flaming mass. "Come on!" 

. yellecJ J'lIJck, "We've got to get help." 

HE KNOWS 

TMs day bel'Ongs to Jesus; 
He orders every hour; 

I wiU not.<fear the world's a1·arms, 
F'or He fs my strong tower. 

The. Lord knows every rnom~n1:J 
A'head of me today, 

And 'Only what His wilt permits 
May enter in my way. 

And every care or problem 
'His love for me !bas plamied, 

Pll meet with trust and conf.idence ; 
My times are in H~s 'hatld. 

. I 

-J.E' .. R .. 
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Bihb~ School Lesson. Outline 
Volume 21 Second Quarter LeSl!lon 4 April 28, 1957 

OLIVE.L. ~ Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE GOAL OF KNOWLEDGE 
Lesson Text: 2 Peter 1:1-11. .. 
Golden Text: "For if these things be in you, and abound, they 

, make you that ye shall ~either be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."-2 Peter 1:8 .. 

Introduction: . 
This Second Epistle of Peter was written. about 66 or 67 

A.D., shortly before the death of the Apostle (2 Pet. 1:14), 
and before the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., the event which 
was a foregleam of future judgment. The Epistle was writ
ten to warn the believers of the errors of false teachers; and 
to exhort the believers to continue steadfastly in the truth, 
so that they would grow in grace and in the Imowledge of 
our L~rd and Saviour (2 Pet. 3:17, 1~). 

Outline of Second Peter: 
1. Knowledge and True Christian Growth: chap. 1. 

II. Knowledge and False Teachers: chap. 2. 
III. Knowledge and the Return of'Christ: chap. 3. 

Exposition: 
Simon Peter addressed this Epistle, not to any paJ:ticular 

church or individual but to Christians in gen~ral, described 
as those who "have obtained like precious faith with us" 
(v. 1). At the very outset he would emphasize the fact that· 
we are not saved by our own efforts or works, for "all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags" .in the sight of the Lord 
·(Isa. 64:6), but we are saved through believing in the aton
ing death of Christ, who· is our Righteousness (Jer. 23:6; 
Rom. 3:21-26;. 4:3-6; Gal.' 5:5) •. Our, very faith is the gift 
of God whereby we are enabled' to lay hold of the promise 
of eternal life, available for all who will put thei:r trust in 
the Saviour (Eph. 2:8-10; Tit. 1:1, 2). 

The Apostle Peter uses his full name, Simon Peter, as he 
addresses his message. His testimony is to be ·believed, in
asmuch as he was an eye-witndss !>f the ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (verses 16-18). He had been with the 
Saviour from the beginning of His public ministry upon the 
earth, being a witness of His glory, as well as His suffering 
(1 Pet. 5:1). 
. The benediction, which follows the address in most Epistles, . 
is most significant. The Apostle Peter is exhOrting the 
Christians to grow.in grace and hence he ,Prays that grace 
and peace might be multiplied u~to them (Rom. 1:7; Phil. 
1:2; Col. 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:2). Grace and peace would come to them 
through an experimental knowledge of God and of Christ. 
In fact, all the Christian virtues be.come ours :through the . 
Lord Himself, who has given us not merely eternal life itself, 
but all things which are necessary for our spiritual welfare 
(Matt. 6:33; 1 Tim. 4:8). God is our wise Heavenly· Father, 
who makes all provision for the needs of His children (Matt. 
6:7.-11; Phil. 4:19). He has called us to be His ''by his own 
glory and virtue" (1 Pet. 2:9). . ' 

The Word of God is the instrument of the Holy Spirit 'by 
which we are born again from above (John 8:8; Tit. 8:5-7; 

.Jas. 1:18; '1 Pet .. 1:8, 23). On the human side, we lay hold 
of the precious promises in the word, which tells 'us that if 
we believe in Christ we ,have eternal life . (John 8:16): be
coming partakers of a new nature, even the very nature of 
God (John 1:12; 1 John 8:2). At the same time, we are 
delivered from the corruption and death of this world be
cause of sin (2 Cor. 1:9, 10; 1 Thess. 1:10), for we shall never 
perish (John 8:86)'. . . 

But salvation 'is much more than deliverance from the 
penalty of sin, great as is that blessing. Salvation, in the 
full sense of that word, includes daily cleansing from the 
defilement of sin and the final attainment of perfeetlcm 
through Christ (1 Pet. 1:9). The Lord would have those 
who a~e saved make progress in the Christian life. We are 

not to remain in the kindergarten of Christian experience, 
. but we are to advance into the higher grades of knowledge. 

Many who have been truly saved have remained in a state 
of spiritual infancy (1 Cor. 8:1, 2; Heb. 5:12, 6:1). The Lord 
has made p'rovision whereby we may grow. to maturity, be
coming more and more conformed to the image of our Saviour 
(Rom. 8:28-32; Eph. 4:11-15). He would have us become 
diligent students .in the school of the Master. 

Faith in Christ'is the first essential. ,But in our faith we 
are to supply virtue, moral excellence, manly strength (Phil. 
4:8). In the exercise of virtue we shall need knowledge, the 
ability to discern. As we know in increasing mea~ure the 
Will of God for us, we shall exercise self-control (Acts 24: 
25; Rom. 9:27), and inasmuch as we learn' through experience 
that the will of God is perfect (Rom. 12:1, 2), we shall more 
patiently endure the trials and sufferings which. are neces
sary to Christian .. growth and holiness. 

Patient endurance of sorrow, suffering and trial will lead 
to godliness (Rom. 5:1-5; 2 Pet. 3:11-18), and as we become 
more like' our Saviour in character, we shall become more 
like. Him in kindliness and loving compassion towardS others. 
Love is the most lasting virtue of all (1 Cor. 18:13; 1 John 
4:16). 

The expression "these things" is repeated a number of 
. times in th~s chapter (verses 8, 9, 10, 12). -If these Chris
tian virtues are present and hold sway in the life of the 
believer, he will riot be a'barren.Christian, but one who yields 
fruit; that is,' his is not a 'dead faith but a living faith, mani
festing itself in practical conduct (Jas. 2:14-26) .. Even in 
the physical sphere, growth is the sign of life. All these. 
graces tend toward the goal of knowledge, an experimental 
knowledge of our'Savi!>1l;r Himself (Phil. 8:7-14). 

On the-other hand, pne who has not grown in grace is 
described as blind, since he does not possess spiritUal dis
cernment. He is short-sighted, and with impaired vision he 
cannot clearly see the truths of God's word; sacred truth is 
'veiled, as far as his understanding is concerned. There is 
such a thing as holding down or choking the truth by evil 
living'(Rom. 1:18-22,28,32). 

As failing eyesight andl faulty memory are signs of in
crease in physical age, so the lack of spiritual vision and the 
failure to remember and to consider the experience of being . 
saved from sin are m~rks of declension, signs of the ascend
ancy of "the old man" in the life of the believer (Judg. 16:15-. 
20; Hos. 7:9; Rom. 6:6; Eph. 4:22; ·Col. 8:9): A young man 
who had been away from home and at college had become . 
formal and cold, was asked to lead in prayer in his home 
church. As he boasted· of his oWn virtues, and like the 
Pharise!! prayed "within himself" (Luke 18:11), his pastor 
quietly whispered, "Remember where ,the Lord found you." 
As the young man remembered the life of sin from which 
he had been delivered, he was humbled. 

Wherefore, we are exhorted to make our calling and elec
tion sure. We must work out our own salvation, for it is 
God who worketh in us (Phil. 2:12). We do not . work for 
our salvation, but rather work because we are saved. We 
are saved that we may glorify God by holy living. If these 
Christian graces are ours, we shall not stumble or fall (1 
John 2:10; Jude 24), and God will give us not merely ·an 
entrance, but an abundant entrance -into His everlasting 
kingdom (Col. 1:18). 

" Daily Bible Readings 
April 22-The Steps Which Follow Justification .. Rom. 5:1-11 
April 2a-:-Walking in Newness of Life ................ Rom. 6:1-14 
April 24-Justified and Glorified ........................ Rom. 8:28-89 
April 25-:-Thirik on These Things ............................ Phil. 4-1-8 
April 26--Spiritual Babes ...................................... 1 Cor. 8:1-15 

. April 27-Spiritual Maturity ............................ Heb. 5:12 - 6:1 
April 28-Spiritual Perfection ................................ Eph. 4:1-16 

Suggested Hymns 
More holiness give me. 
Take time to be holy. 
Nearer, my God, to Thee. 
I am Thine, 0 Lord. 
Nearer the cross, my heart can say. 
o Jesus Christ, grow Thou in me. 
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~ We r~gret that owing to technical difficulties last -"Sunday evening's service of 
JARVIS STREET did not. as anl"!ounced. go over the air . 

. Th~ Ra'dio Cor:npany have ,assured' us that the necesS'ary correction will be made 
and without fail everything will be in .order for next Sunday evening. : 

'. . .. . . . . .... 

We are sorry for the many who were .tuned i'n ~ith the hope of sharing last Sun- . 
day eveni~g's service with us. but in the chl:.lrch ·there was a fine congregation. and 'we 
had a truly' great service. The broadcast rehearscillast Sunday evening will. 'we hope. 
help to make all future broadcasts. more enjoyable': 

.. All t~ings work together 'for good." . 

REQUEST FOR LEn~RS 

We should be greatly obliged if every GOSPEL WITNESS reader who hea'r$ this first br~ad-' 
cast would send us a letter. Na·turally, we are deeply concerned,· especially at· the beginning of o~r 
br~adcasting ov~r' this new station, to know whether 'or not the service has bee!" heard d,stinctly. 

Some may desire to help us extend the radio minist~y by inviting their neighbours, who do .not 
attend any ~vangelical church, to listen in. lrivitati~n cards with an attractive 'picture of Jarvis Street 
Ba.ptist Church .Qn ~ne side, will ~*: sent. upon requ9st to any who care to use them., 

. RADIO FUND . /. 

The radio ministry is disti~ctly a missio'~ary undertaking, .and ~nti~ely a venture of faith. Our 
one and only object is to make k,nown on a wider scale salvation through the blood of Christ. Our read
er~ w.iII readily recognize .that in' order to maintain this vitally needed testim6ny much money wiil' be' 
required. We therefore 'ask those who haye some money for ,th,e pr~pagation of the gospel, to iend 
us gifts. ~For the' convenience of any who care to ,contribute, special envelopes have" been prepared for 
this purp~se. 

Address all correspondence to: 

JARYIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
. . 

13D Gerrard Street East, Toronto '2, Canad,a. 
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