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:ARE YOU A VOICE OR AN ECHO? 
"SAYEST THOU THIS THING OF THYSELF, 

THIS was ·tJhe all/SWer of Jesus to Pilate's question, 
·'Al"t thou 1Jhe King of the Jews?" The question' im­

plied that Pilate was :seekjng confirmation o·r denial or 
something he had: heard ·about Jesus; and 1Jhe Lord: Jesus, 
in turn, inqulired whether the underlying assumption was 
his own, or was ,he echoing what someone else Ihad said. 

Wrapped up in this there is a g,reat piinci-ple. Courts 
of law wiU not admit hearsay evidence. The Courts l'i!cog­
nize ~hat the single :repetition of an original statement 

. may Iheso· dlj.fferen't 'from the original as to render it 
vaIue1es·s. That p:r:inciple ~s wrapped up in the divine 
:commission given to us all: "Ye shall be witnesses unto 

. me hoth in Jerusalem, and in ·all Jud'aea, and in Sama-ria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth." T,rus principie 
gives authol"ity, or .the opposite, to aU Christian testi­
mony; What we h'ave to say about Jesus, we must say 
for ourselves, and of our own ,persona'i knowledge: we 
shall ·accomplish nothing if we can tell no more than other 
people ,h'ave told us. 

T.here a,re many ways 'in which thi·s- coIisid'eration has 
weight. Suppose we ask whether J·esus is tJhe Son of 
'God, 'and God 'tJh-e ·Son? Wihy do we ask .it? Are we echoing 
otller people's inquiry, 'Or are we, desirous of knowing 
the' truth,. like t'he man 'whose eyes were opened at the 
Pool 'of Siloam, of whom' Jesus later Jinquireci in the 
temple, "Dost :tJhou believe'on the Son 'Of God", and who 

- answered, "Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 
And' J·esus sa:i·d unt<~ !him, Th'OU h·ast bo1Jh seen lhim, and 
it 'is ,he 1lhat ta:lket'h. with :tJhee. And 'tIe said, Lord,' I 
beJiieve. And. he worShipped him." , 

A:l"e we like Thomas, wno was absent from the meeting 
when Jesus ·appeared to His disciples, Who, when tlle di·s-, 
c'ip1es said, "We have seen the Lord," replied, "Except I 
sh·all see in obis handis the pr!nt of 'tJ.he nails, and put my 
finger !into the print O!f 1Jhe nai·Is, and: t'hrust my hand 
into 'hiisside, I will not believe." Or al'e we like ThoM 
a week later, after he had seen the Lord for Himself, and 
said unto Him: "My Lord, and my ,God!"'We mU'st !have 
first-hand knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ; and 

OR DID ·OTHERS.. TELL IT THEE OF ME?" 

what we say 'Of .Him, we must say of ours.elves because 
we know it to be true. . 

But what, if you ·8.!e asked, "Is Jesus ,Ohri'Sf; a g~t 
.SavioQ.r", would.be your answer? You have heard many 
-say that He is. You may echo their testimony, and s·ay 
tha.t you ·also.'80 believe. Ibut that wil1 not carry convic­
tion. Do you know irom y-our own experience that He is 
a great Saviour? Has He saved you? Are you now walk­
ing in the Spirit witih: Him? Are you abiding iIi Him? 
Does Christ dwell wi-thin you? Can you boldly say,' "I 
speak for myself, not out of a book, nor in repetition oi . 
what others !have \9aid, but from' what I know of Ohl'ist 
personally, I am able to .say, 'I know whom I have be­
lieved, and am persuaded that he 1s alble to keep that 
whioh I !have 'COmmitted unto h!im against that day.''' 

Or what if we take this question which Pilate asked' 
of Him, "Art 'thou a King," What must your answer be? 
Have you been, like the discipleS on Tabor, "eye"Witnesses 
of Hi·s Majesty"? Have you, by;faith, seen Hiin, .as 'did 
IS'aia!h, "!hign and Hfted up", His "train" filling the ' 
temple? Do you know ·tJhat,He i·s a: King because you are 
one of His faithful subjects? How do you treat the Scrip­
tureS? A:s a oros's-word puzzle, as a subject of discussion; 
or are 'they, ,to you, the very wore of the King? ~re they· 
'supremely authoritative in your life? . 

lOr, What 'if you are asked a ques:ti'On, "Is J esua. a Coun­
·selIor, a Guide?" Wi'H you answer that He i·s so ca;I1ed; or 
can you I'eply that you turn to Holy 'Scriptu.l"e as to the 
divine Oracle? That its precepts and principles, and· 
·promises are, to you, the last wore on 'any -subject? I's 
t'he' King·s!hip, the sovel'e'ign and universa'l authority of 
jesus -Christ a mel"e theory to you; or do you know !it as 
a fact, expedmentally? 

Not what others :say, but what 'you know to 'be true, 
yourseif, in respect to Jesus Dhdst, wiH constitute your 
witnes·s. 

But ithere are otJher questions. Does Jesus 'really 10ve 
the souls of men? Is that question based: upon '8 reported 
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assumption; or do you know H:im to he the Lover of your 
. soul? Do you 'so regard. Him;» Do you know Jlim to be 

. suoh 'because of His constant companionsih.ip? because of 
the affectionate communications :1Jbat I~nvariably ,pas!!! b~~ 
tween- two .lovers? What do you really know ()f t'he lov;e 
of 'God? Are you 'sure of the love of the divine Hride­
groom? Are you po·sJ.tive tlh1at yO,llare loved with an 
everlasting:Joove? Does Ohri'st so diwell in your hea·rt,.by 
faith that· being l'oOitedand grounded .,in love, you ~re . 

, , • • • .n.. t' "tJh a~1e to .compre'~e5<i'withall the sa~~ts wua' IS. . e 
bread:th, ·and lengtll, and depth, and h~lght; and. to know 
the love of Ch;zo,i-st, which passeth· ·~owledge,. tJh~t ye 
might .be filled with alI the fulness,ofGod." 

If these qu"estions cannot 'be .answered .in the af.flil'ma­
tive, if our fa'ith a~d hope are matteI's of iheal'say 'Only; . 
and we are without certitude .in respect to tlhese su-. 
premely 'important c9ncerns, .let us not .rest uJ),ti~ ,,!e have 
a personal testimony ground¢" in an ever-deepenmg e~­
per:ience of the grace'of God.in ,OhTli-st. Never res't until· 
you 'are able, Hke the people of .Samaria, to '''believe be­
cause of his own word", all!d 'tberewfter to say, as .tJhey 
sai-d to 'tlhewoman o>f Samaria, "Now we believe', nGt be-' 
cause of thy say.ing: for we h'ave heard 'him ourselves, 
and know tJhat this is indeed tlJ1e Ohri,s,t, the Saviour of . 
the world." -DR. :r. ~. SHIELDS 
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The services on the Lo'rd"s Day, April.7th, marked the Registered cable Addr ... : Jarwihem,'Canada 
beginning of ·a new church year. The s·pirit of th·ankful-· . \ . 
ness ·pervaded iboth services, 'as 'hearts were up1if~ed tOchi'ld of God, as ~very meIhib~r of the loc~'l dhurch, has his 
God in g,railitude for His goodness and grace sho~ in· own peculiar re.sponsibilities, We are to build upon 
the gif·ts to' His cause which madle it possible to close the Christ as.ou,r Salvation, andi we are then to 'Care for the 
C'hurch-·boo~s witht>ut a dlefic'it, 'The Chul"Ch Operating young help 'the .fa:llen and cu'ltivate our-own '8Ouls. Some 
Account, the> Seminary, THE GOSPEL WITNESS, the Mis- bu;Ud ~pon a foundation ()f good works, theil' own mevits 
sioIiary and Sunday .school AC'COunts~1 sho.wed a 'bal- Gr ·se=lf-.righteousnes's. Some' buHd ,upon Abra'h'am, Moses 
ance. We are grateful :to all .tl1e: friends neat an~ far or Davil There is only one .founldation upon which to 
who have 'ha,d fellGwSh!ip with us 'in 1Jb'is matter through- ,bui'ld. even 1ihe Lord Jesu.s ,Christ, tIilie tried foundation. 
out the year. "Tak~ heed how you :bu·ild." . Every man's work sha:ll in 

Tlhe morning message by Dr. Slade on ,tJhe subject "No the end ,be -manifest, and some Who have bui.J.t upon wood, 
Condemnation" (Rom. 8 :'1) was a' powel'.ful· one. The h'ay and ,stubble, will ~uffer lGss: .Som~, on the other 
true Christian',s· Position is "in 'Ohrist Jesus". The sin- ill'and who h'ave built with gold, silver and .preCious stones 
ner -can .flee ,to Ohri!st and find refuge in Him. 'He is our. wiIi ~eceive rewards. "Do not ibui11d to burn." All mem .. 
Head, our SubStitute, our .Representa,tive. We w'ho be- 'bers' of the church !Were earnestly and faitJhl.fuHy e~horted 
l'reve have become one with Ohiist i.n His death, resurrec- to examine iihem;selves and tQ take heed how they were 
tion 'and' exaltation. The true Ohristian's character ~s . 'building. ·Those out of Christ were warned 1Jhat th.ere 
expresSed in the word·s "w'ho walk not af·ter ~he flesh is only one sure and tl'ied foundation for their Uves, even 
but after 1Jhe Spirit". AHhough hampered by the old the Lorn Jesu's Ohrist. 

. OOTl'upt. nature, the Ohristian's convers·ation i-s' from .Earnest prayer i,s asceIidiJ),g to the Lord that He w. HI 
'heaven. He battles mud against the .flesh and can be 
·satisfied only by that' w'biclJ. pertains to God.'s Icingciom. b1ess the word as'. it ·goes fQr:th next Sund:ay evenmg, 
The -true"Christian',s 'security is -in :uhe ',fact that there is A'pr.il 14th, .~~en the 'regular .suniday eve~ing b~oad-casts 

. commence over station ·C H W 0, OakvIl1e, dlal.1250, 
.... now for h.im "no condemnatiGn" .. Wi~out <Jhrist sou!s f" 7 80 _ 8 80 We 'nvite the oo-Operation of aU .our 
are "condemned alreaidy..", ~ut bemg m Ohrlst ,there IS fr?m d · in .this "new ~enture for the 'spre.ad of the 
for them "no condemnation". - I'len 'S 

, . . ,.. Gospel. 
ITwo ·persons. res·ponded to tlhe 'Gospel caU, one deslrmg 

to be' saved, the other to obey ChTiist 'in baptism. . Alto-
gether·it was a memorable service. . \ 

The w'hole evening service was a service of heart­
searching and s01emn dedication, culminating in the ob­
ser-vance of .the Lord',s Supper,' wi1ih a large congrega".. 
tion in attendance. Fo.ur believers· were baptized. The 
sermon. by D.r; Slade 'on the the~e "Buiilld~ing Instruc~ 
tions" (1 Cor. 8·:'10) was m~t appropl'liate to this special 
churCh ga1J!!.er~ng. The . .churc'h. i·s God's building, and··every 

'. 

OPPOll TUNITY IS EVEllYWIJE!R.E -
Is ~ a reading room ~ a hospital where you 
may leave a copy-of T-llB GOSfBL WITNBS~' 

. Why not investigate thfspossibility? . , . . 
S~ad ., tnIth. 

. /. 
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The .. G·rave· in the Garden 
/ 

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

P·reacoh-ed in Jarvis Street Baptist Ohuroh, Toronto, Sunday Mo:rning, March 2'7th, 1932 
(Stenographically Reported) 

. "Now in the place w~ere he was crucifie~ there was a garden; and in the garden 
a new sepulchre, wherein was never miLD yet laid. 

"There laid they Jesus therefore because of the. Jews' Preparation day; for the 
sepulchre was nigh at hand ... ....:John 19:41, 42. 

'1'0 rrHE record ofotfhe life and deatih and resurrection 
.I: of Ohrist. we· s!hould come clearly und~rstand.jng 
that the letter of lflhe'reCord is Written by divine inspi·ra­
tion, and that no detaia of the record is without speciaI 
significance. Here we are rem.ind'ed that 1Jhe cross was 
reaied in a garden, and tlhat ,in ;the 'ga·rden there was a 

. grave; 'but it. was' a new one :Wherein no body. had ever 
I yet been laid.; and becaus'e the Jews' Passover was at 

hand: they buried Jesus ther.e. . 
We ·shall examine that simple statement t'his morning, 

that we may learn therefrom· something 'of .its spi-r-itul!l 
suggeStiveness. The Bible opens with rthe .story ·of Ii 
garden, and very early in· the record it appears as a 
garden producing thorns. . Our moo began its career in 
a garden. God did not 'inten'd that man, 'made in His 
image and -likeness, ·SJhould· live in' squalor, should live 
sordidly: He intended that we should live among. the 
birds and blossoms, surrounded ,by beautiful· things, 
breathing a pure. atmosphere, laden with 1Jhe fragrance 
of flowers, and amid such ideal oond'itions that t'he Lord 

. God· HimseH miglht walk lin the .garden with°lbhe creatures 
whom He had made. 

Many people blame God: for conditions now dbtaining. 
God did not make the slums of any clty. God i'S not re­
sponsible for the sin and misery which everywhere 
ab~nd. . He is not tflhe aut'hor of this 1W0rld's darkness·. 
When the Lord bad mde m~ ~n -His image and likeness, 
He planted a 'garden and there He put rthe man whom He 
had made, to d.resa and to keep !it. 

through life anywhere whicll is free from thorn and 
thistle, literally or inetaphoricaIly. . Tihe earth is full of 
d8:nger ·everywher.e. 

Not always do· we see it as they do in some countries. 
A d'riend told me of a lady ;missionary's going out one 
'beautiful morning in a tropical country where she 
labou·red. Attae'hed to the mission home there was a 
'beautiful garden· where flowers were blooming. She 
walked among the flowers while t'he dew was stiU upon 
them, 'and the 'hi-ros were ,singing, and the sun was 
shin'ing; As she walked among the f!ower-'bed,s in light 
slippers she ~elt something sting !her foot, like a thorn. 
That was al1. Bu't in a few hoursshe·was dead. She had 
'been bitten ~by a pois(;mous &lake coiled among .the flow­
ers: thus her sun went down while' it was yet day. 

Other things ~urt t:it·e teet of child·ren ~ and of their 
elders, for the garden is infested with thorns and t'h-istles. 
ITh~.'t :is why we are concerned about ·the children. Tohat 
.is why every!body .in whose' !heart the love of· God Is 
.planted ought to ,be a ,lover of little.children. I delight to 
heM' them sing, as we heard 'some sing in prayer-ineeting 
last night. ThIS world, in spite of aU the care that lov­
dng parents may exercise, and all ,the safeguards men can 
devise, is not a very safe place 'for Utile ~hildren for 
tihere ·is danll'er eve~in the garden. 

_ :II. 
BUT THE -GARDEN OF OUR TEXT WAS UNLIKE 

ANY.OT·HER GARDEN. There were ;t;horns in this 
.gardien too, but they were p1aited into a erown, and 

. I. were' put upon the !head of Him Who hung upon a cross. 
The Bible opens with a ·scene of.surpassing·beauty, a·nd - 1Th~ cross in the garden like a great magnet gathere4 to 

man 'begins hiis career in a garden, amid' conditions that' itseld' 'tihe thorns and the .thistles; and all th~ siI)., all the 
~ perfectly idw. .our Socialistic Jriends are inclined trouble and suffer~ngand sorrow ·of the world, was ... made 
to !blame man's en·vironment for Ibis condition, and' to to· meet upon that one Man ·jn this garden of which' my 
say' that if every man Ibad plenty to eat, and plenty to text speaks. 
wear, a good house i~ which-to live, and ample time in There was something else 'in the garden: there. was a 
which. to enjoy ih.iimself, everybody would be ~etter - we gra,;e. And 1:bere is no garden - there can !be no garden 
should have better men and !better women. But no ihuman --' withotita grave. .some of you 'boys and. girls ~ave 
power can create a condition 0{ Ufe superior ~ that in gardens, 'some little plot of ground per-haps ·set apart for 
Which, wioflhout any dnheritaIl!Ce of .gui'lt or natu·ral ten- you in which to Sow you·r flower ·seeds. Wihen I was a 
dency toward evH, man began Ibis career. If environ- boy I, too, had a little garden. It was not a very ,big one, 
ment could not preserve man it cannot regeri~te !Mm ... 'hut I tried to grow flowers and something ·good to eat. 

Very soon the garden produced thom8: "Tihorns also But I fear l produced more weeds than {.lowers, because 
and thistles shall ~t .bring fOrlh to thee." From then I did not care for my garden ·as I ought to have done. 
unti~ now man· !has corrupted everything he has touched. But you cannot have a garden without a .grave. These 
l'here is no patfih wh·ich Uttle cl1Hdren may walk without flowers on the platform came from a grave. Did you 
danger of hutting their little feet. There !is no path know tihat? It is true of everything that. gr~ws dnto 

'0 
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,beauty, that it grows out of deatll. The crown of God's them his hands and Ihis feet." He was no Ienger subject· 
harvest is' life out of death: "Except a corn of wheat to death - indeed, His 'body never was subjeet to death, 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but -if it .for 'said He, "No man taketh my Hie from me, but I lay 
die, it bringeth forth much fruit." Look at those tulips it down of myself.' I have power to hiy ·it down, and 
yonder. But a little while ago they were dry, unattrac- . I .n·ave power to take it again. This commandmem have 
tive, ugly bulbs,· and had you seen them then.they fiad I received of my Father." He .. entered voluntarily into 
no Ibeau·ty that you should desire them. But they were the grave that He might rob the grave 'Of its victory, and 
buried in a grave, and the life that was in them began death O'f its sting. But He Ibecame the Federal Head of 
to germina,te, until by an;d, by a part of those bulbs died, a ne,w ·race: "As ·in Adam all die, even so in Christ snaH 
and out 'Of otJhem, ·if I may so s'ay, came these beautii.fuI.· all :be made ·alive"; ''fl'Ihe .first man Adam wall! ma,de a 
souls, or this soul of ·beauty. . Hving soul; the last Adam 'was made a quickening spirit.!'· 

Every garden, everywhere, must bve a ,grave, or it 
could not be a' garden. But this ·garden of ifilie text was III. 
different from all others, ·f'Or it had iIi it a grave tluJ,t Now what h'appened? There is AN EMPTY. GRAVE 
was an entirely new grave. It was. new in every particu-. 'IN A GARo.EN, a place where you a'nd 1 may bury ou,', 
lar, "wherein wa-s never man yet l'aid". And th~ laid sins . . Do you not wish you could· get rid 'Of 'bh·e. past? 
they Jesus, for no·body else. was ever laid in the grave I read a story years 'ago 'Of 'a missionary preaching to a ... 
as Jesus was. canniibal tri'be. . He preached the gospel of the .resurrec-

He was the fir8t Man who ever went irtto the grave tion. The chief of the ':tl'ibe . was among hi-s auditors, 
owing nothing to divine justice. Everybody else who Stopping the -minister, he :said, "You must not say. that 
ever died, died in debt, and under the curse of tlhe law the dead shall ri~ ~gain;'" "But," said the mi'ssionary, 
he had ·broken. His very death was the r~ult of his sin, "they shaU - they.must". "But 1:ihey must. not," said 
for "sin entered into the world, and death ,by sin; and . he, liifting his bla~k arm and conti~uing, "this arm has 
so death passed upon ail men, for that all haye ·s'i~ned".. slain -its thoU's'ands; and rwHl you tell me they s!hall an 
But before Jesus Christ died,. He pa.id the debt of all 8i~- r.ise again 7" The m'issionarysaid, "Yes." "But," he said, 
ners, and He Himself knew ~o sin. When they laid Him "they must not:" , . . . . 
in ·the grave,theY'huried One Who owed nothing to the We have a 'proverb to the effect that dead men tell no 
law' of God which He had not paid to ·the utmost farth- ta,ies. But they do! There is no g,rave ·in W'hich a man 
ing. Hence that was a new condi,tion entirely .. No one may :bury his sin without prospect of a resurrection, 
else was ever' laid in the grave who· had the key. to the save ~n' the grave O'f Jesus Ohr.ist. You remember how 

· grave. What -if you were locked in your own house and Bunyan's pilgrim came U'P to the cross, and as he did so 
had no key to let yourself 'Out in 1lhe mornin,g 7 What dif tlhe burden loosed from off Ihis back 'and ;fell from off 
your house sh'Ould become a prison-house from which you ihis sh'Oulders. He turned around and saw it roll down 
could not escape by your ·own will? Every m~ up ·to this . the hill, untH it roiled into. the empty <sepulchre, and he 
time who had ever been laid in a grave entered the grave saw :it no-more. .: " . ' 
'as a prisoner, having no power to Telease himself; hut That -is what the ordinance of 'baptism means. We are 
when Jesus ·Christ went into 'bhe grave he carried with buried wi~ Christ by ibapti'sm. Baptism does not take 
Him·the keys of death and ~hegrave. away sin: it iis only a figure representative of the work 

'You will recall He said of Himself ,later: "I am ilie . 0If grace ~rouglht in the ·soul 'by the ·power of the 'Holy 
· that liveth, and was dead; an:d, 'b'ehold,' I .am alive' for 'Ghost, when our sins a·re taken away 'and ibuTied in the 

evermore, Amen; and have the keys 'Of hell and of death." grave of Jesus Christ. 
· He went· into the grave under conditions that were en- . Yes, you can .bury your doubts there, too. The gospel 
tirely new in human histo·ry. He was able to roB back the of the resurrection, as a matter' of fact, lis the most· 
stone. We ,sang it but a moment ago, - I' credible thing in 1lhe world. "Why 'Should it be·thougtht 

"Up from the graye He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o'er His loes." 

The . Bibie says that He .rose 'because "it was not pos­
sible that he ~hould lbe holden" 'Of death. On 'the third'-day 
He wakened !:l'S Lord of the grave, .and .rolled iback the 
ston.e, aI),d came forth into newness o.f Hfe, with the very 
keys of death and the grave swinging at Hi,s gird1e. Thus 
He "'brought life· and immortality to light 1lhroug'h the· 
gospel." He ha-s ibecome the First-fruits of them that slept. 
He fell into 'the ground and died,. and He came forth in 
His l'esurrection body. I do not know What sort (lff body' 
He had. In some res-peets i,t was different from the body 
of the flesh in which we dwell. He came through the·shut 
door into the midst of .His disciples. He appeared to the 
disciples many times. Of one appearance -we ~ead, "In 
another form." Bu,t it wa·s the same body as to its iden­
tity. 'l'he marks of the nails were there, and of the 
spear-thrust ~n His side. He said to His disci'Ples, "Be­
'hold my hands and my ifeet, that it i,s I myself; handle 
me, and see; for a spirit hath not fles'h and bones, as ye 
'see me h·ave. And when he had thus 'spoken, !he tmewe4 

a thing incredible wi,th you, th·at God should raise ,the 
dead?'; Once. the truth' of the I'esurrection, the literal 
resurrection of· Jesus Chri<st i:s eStabUshed., once that is 
'accepted, there .can be no miracle' in the Bible oehat is 
difficult to :beHeve. iThat is the most stupendous of all 
miracles. But He showed Himself alive rufter His passion 
'by many iinfaHilble proofs, bei~g seen of them forty days, 

. and speaking of tihings pertaining ·to the kingdom of God . 
. J esus ·{;hfiist i-s ri·s·en. He is aHve. The last enemy js . 

death. The thing we most of us fear has cozhe to pass. 
Hell has done its utmost, and, 'Jesus Ohri-st has tr.iuIJlphed 
over principalioties and powers, and the rulers of the dark-' 
ness of this world. He has trodd'en them. all under His 
conquering feet, - witneSs the empty grave. Bury your 
doubts there. They said to' PHate, "We Temember that 
that deceiver ·s·aid,· while he was yet alive, After three 
days I will rise again." Said they, "If His disciples Should 
come and take His ibody away, and circulate the report 
that He is risen, our last =state wOu,ld !be worse than,. the 
fi.rst. Command therefore that the sepU'lch~ Ibe' made 
,suTe." 'And the governor, with f~ne irony, said to them, 
"Ye have a watCh: go your way, make it as sure as .ye 
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can. Go on. You have killed Him. I :know tha-t for envy 
you delivered Him' up; 'you forced my hand. You have 
crucified Him. He 1'S in -the..,grave. Follow Him ,if you" 
like, and make 'it as sure as you can." So they. sealed the 
stone, and' set a 'Watdh '- they made. it as s~re as they 
could. 
Th~ Ro~n 'so1diers were not the only guardiians of 

the grave in tffu.e garden. They were the only visible. 
guardians, ibut all hell kept guarda:t the sepu.JchTe of 
Jesus Christ. Yet you remember that neither the power 
of man, nor of devi1s, avaUed to sea-I that sepulchre. He 
came fo~ a Conqueror. 

There is nothing. fOT us to do no·w, dear friend'S, but 
believe. Nothingi What else·rean you do but simply trust 
Him? Our' Jesus Who rose fromthegarden ... grave.is the 
g,reatest o~ all conquerors. If you have any doubts, 'bury 
them in hils empty grave. Trust a Hving Saviour Who 
is 'superio~ 'to all YOUT foes. . "-

Have y,du anY Borrow? Were you ever (orced to dig a 
grave for one of yoUi"' own? Who of us has not done .so? 

. And of course the g,rave you dug was the deepest and 
doarkest that ever'man did etig, was it not? What a cruel 
th'ing Death is! What a norri:b1e thing ,is the grave in 
which we bury 'some loved form! How hopeless it is! .. -
until we See that there is one grave that was opened hy 
the One Who was la'id there, and now we jubilantly cry, 
"He is not here; He is risen, the F,irstfruits of them th8!t 
slept." iThat is the meaning of othat scripture whiCh .says, 
"He 'ltas )ibrought.life and ,immortality to light through 
the gos~l.'~ He has shed the liglht of hope upon the 
to:mlJ:j. . 

I once hea:rd· Dr. A. T. Pierson preach, and I shall never 
.forget the sermon .. His te~t was, "We are saved by 
hope." He Said that once when he was in London he ·re­
ceived a telegram from a 'friend ·in Scotland asking him 
if Ihe co',lldjcome to. b~·presenJt at a .~nera1. He sai4 ~e 
had often -peen the gUest of the .gentleman who wired 
him. He was a man' in middle Hfe, well-to-do, with a 
lovely family, a beautifu1 wife a,nd chHdlren about him. 
Dr. Pierson said, "Never an~'ere 'had he 'seen anything 
mOTe lovely 'than that (amily. It.was a bit of heaven just 
to be there. They'were all ChrIstians: fIather, mother, " 
and th~ chi·ldren." 

Dr. Pierson said, "I .receivect a wire from -my friend 
telling me that his wife was dead,·and' asking me t() come 
to the funeral. .1 went. It was a dreary .day. A heavy 
Scotch m'ist was falHng - ,it was not Ta'ining, ()nly a 
heavy Sc9'tc'h· mist. As 'we drove ,into the cemetez:y all the 
,trees were bowed down with the we'igtht of moisture, and 
as we drove alo .. ng the trees brushed. the. sideS of the 

.- calTiages; ~t 'seemed, as 'lJhoiIgh the whole world were 
-in tears - a most· ·appropriate day fur such a funera:l. 
At 'last w.e ,caine to the grave, and flle casket was low­
ered. My heart ached as I looked at tha.t splend'id man 
and his litt~e chiid,ren standing . 'around tlbat grave. There 
was not a 'ray of light anywhere. The' clouds were low, 
there was· nO' win'd, everytMng was dull, sulIen, silent. 
But just 'as the ca9l<:et toucil'oo the Ib'ottom of .the grave' 
there was Ii ri·ft ,in 'the cloud'S, and' a sunbeam shone down 
into the grave, and at that moment a lark from the long 
mo'isture.:hiden gra'SS beside the 'grave flew out into the 
sunbeam, spread its 'wings, and, singing a SQng of cheer, 
flew up t1J,at path 'of ~ight toward heaven. ·-'r.hat is hope." 

It· was a dark day when they laid Jesus Ohrist .in the 
grave Ibut His 'grave was ·a.gaToon! He rose .again, and,. 
~'8'Cendi"g intO" h~aven,. He has left a patffu. of light lead-

J •. 

·ing up to othe gates of pearl. In that grave in the garden 
we may bury our sorrows, with ou.r doubts and our sins, 
for those who sleep lI;l Jesus w'iII God bring with Him. 

Are you a Chris'tian? Is your trust in the crucified 
and risen -Saviour? Have you .Jeft everything with Him? 
Do you anticipate the future·with gladness and -rejoicing? 
Then let this :resurrection day be one of abounding hope 
-to you. . 

I thousf.ht. as we were singing these ·glorious hymns 
this morning, of the many places where they d'eny the 
resurrection of Jesus Chtist:- And yet I SUll'POSe they 
wil1 ceJebrate Easter; I suppose they will 'sing Easter 
hymns, althoug'h many ()f them all'P8:rent.1v do not belieVe 
the truth of them: 'Do you believe it? That is my qu~ 
,tion. Do you believe it? . 

Do you 'beJieve that Jesus of Nazareth i·s not dead but 
'al'ive? po you believe that He actually Fives, and that 
some day He wUl ,!»me asra'in, that "this same Jesus·, which 
is taken up from you into 'heaven, shall' so c.ome in Hke 
manner as ye h'ave seen him gO into ih'paven"? If we be­
lieve that, 'What else matters? Let u's dry our tears, and 
banish our 'sorrows. I read that the Ulle of the word 
"deoress'ion" was forbidden in certa'in circles ...... 1t oug-ht 
to be. Let us shO'w a sh'ining' face to the world. If theRe 
th'inll's be rE'al,ly true, we ought to be of all men and 
women not othe most mi1'lerable. but the happiest in the 
world because we have a living Saviour. 

For our dosinsr hymn we slhllll cheer OUT hearts a's we. 
Iprai-se Him for the promise 00: His r~appearing: 

.... 
"Lo! He comes with cloud!s descending, 
, Once for favoured sinners slain; 
, Thousand thoUl'land saintR attending, 

Swell flhe triumph of His train; 
Hallelujah! . 

Jesus comes, and comes to reign! 

"Every eye sha:11 now behold Him, 
Robed in dTeadful maiesty; 

Those who set at nauJl'nt and sold Him, 
Pierced 'and nailed. Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, 
Shall 1ihe true Mes'siah see. 

"When the solemn trum'1l has sounded, 
Heaven and earth Sihan flee away; 

AIl Who hate Him must, confounded,' \ . 
Hea,r the summons of that day -

Come to Judgm~t! 
Come to Judgment, come away! 

"Now redemption, long expected, 
.gee in solemn pomp appear! 

All His sa·ints; by men rejected, 
Now shall meet Him in the air; 

Hal1elujah !' 
See the day of God. appear! 

"Yea, Amen! let aU adore. Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for Thine o~ ! 

Ob, come quickly'! 
Hallelujaih! come, Loret, come!" 

Jar"is Street 'on fheAir! P",e 16· 

, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
EXPOSITORY DISCOURSES' ON .FIRS:T PETER, by. 

John Brown, .iIi three volumes of 1,350 pages. Pub­
lished hy and o'btained· from The' Sovereign Grace 
Book ·Club, .1124 First Street, EvansviUe, Ind., U.S.A. 
~rice"$11.9'5 in· U.s.A. 

The writings ad: J o'liri Brown ('1784-1858) have 10l!g 
been; a favourite with .the writer of this. review.' W~. 
have ,regarded his work on Hebrews as 'among ilie best 
on this particu1ar portion: of- Holy Writ. And' we have 
recently been feeding ou~soul on his expos'ition of First 
Peter. Any -Christian wHl hav~ !his heart warmed, his 

" .faith strengthened, and ,his conscience searoh~d' by ;read­
ing this superb commentary on First P~er. . 

Mr. John Green, Publisher, has thi:s to say in his pre­
face' to this' late edition: "This exPosition is at once 
exegeHcal, docirina1, 'and practical. The author. was a 
scholar with the 'soundest dioctrinal ba'Ckground, and was 
gi,fted with a Pauline practicality in reducing.doctrine to 
every day living. He 'star~s with· the "idea ·thatthe Holy 
'GhQst through Peter lnten1ds to convey to you and me 

. some practical helps toward 'living a holy life. He 
ends' with· the s,am'e 'OOl'I.viction, and all th'at goes between 
wi'll be eternaHy a"sourrce of thankful satisfaction.'.', ,. 

These volumes are well bound in cloth and the type ds 
large and clear, making for easy, reading. This reviewer 
recommends this worJc.a's conducive to holy Hving .. 

, .' 'DR. C. D. COLE 
*. *. * * 

SECOND THOUGHTS ON THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS,· 
'liy'F. F. Bruce, M.A.,pub1ished iby WHliam B. Eerd~ 
mans, Publishing Company, ,Grand Rapid's, MIchigan, 
U.S.A.; 140 pa;ges; $2.50 :in U.S.A. 

Beyond question the" arehaeO'logica~ discoveries s-ince 
1947 In the vicinity Qf Qumran ,around .the ·northern 
shores of the Dead ,Sea are the most important o:f ;recent 
finds.' Ever since a s1hepherd lad shattered: a ipOttery 
vessel when he carelessly tJhrew a stone into a c,revice 
(j,f the rocky ,shore, and- thus' led tJhe ,way to the famous 
scrolls, sch01ars have 'been busy unearthing, preparing 
and examining the 'S'Cl'olls. As. each new cav~ was ex-· 
am'ined, the 'scholars piled u,p eVl,dence as to rtJhe nature of 
the scrolls; thffir age and 'signJifkance. Books on the 
subject begaiJ. to appear iin great numbers, the authors 
differing widely from one anotJher ,in thei,r estimate as 
to the value of the 'ScroUs infue.&tu:dy of the Old Testa-' 
ment, the New Testament and the early Ohr-istian world. 

'Mr. F. F.. Bruce, M~A., Professor of Biblical Hi'stOry 
and ,Literature 'in the University of 'Sheffield, England, 
'has Written a 'Concise but valuable account of the s'CroUs. 
.With painstaking care he has ex'amined' and sifted aU 
fue evidence at ,present available; has s'et forth Ids find­
ings Clearly but modestly, si}i:owing 'a due reverence for 
the Scriptures and, a !becoming !intellectu1li1 honesty. He 

, has set forth the :historical data in dmaijl,h'aVing regard 
to the earnest student 'of the Bible, and yet' stating the 
facts' with ,suCh c1ea'rness that rbh'e ordinary reader Can 
fol'low his 'argumen'tg without· di,ffieuIty. Wi~il]. the 
brief compa'ss of 140 pages Professor ~rulCe h'as ~ncluded 
a disc1,lssion.of 'all ·t~e 'important .iissues .involved :in .th,e 
finding of the Dead Sea Scrol1,s, so that althou.g!h his book 
is not at 'all cumbersome, it i'l> very satisfying. 

The plan ()of the Book is log.ical. T<he fimt dlis'COveries 
are careful'ly portrayed as M'r. Bruce i~icates eac!h' SItep 

. , ...-
in tJhe lJli~tory of .the finds, sets forth ;the Ust .of docu-
ments, .the examlnati~ of the scroUs by eminent sdholars, 
the claims made and the p~eseI"Vation of :the ~lls. Of' 
the scrolls, the most interesting and t:he most important 
are those containing Scriptu;re po~ions, especially' the 
roIls of Isaiah in Hebrew and the commentary on Hab­
akkuk. The sCroll called "The Ru1e of the Commun'ity" 
sheds much Hght on the life of an early J ewi&h 'COmmun­
ity, related" to ·the Essen.es. About..ten other caves in 'fue 
'vi~inity have yielded manu!SCr'i,pts, literary treasures"jars, 
lamps, ,bowls and otJhe;r Oibjeets ,of value in d'ating t~e 
finds. _ ' 

The Dead Sea .scroUs undoubted'ly thr9w new light upo1.l 
the Old Testament, .jts ~angu'age, teXt and! times. It-is 
interesting to note, however, that t!he' ancient scroll of 
Isaiah, written ,about 175-125 B.C., and hence about 1,0.00 
years earlier than 'Copies previouslY known, is not re­
gard'ed as being as accurate as the standard Hebrew'text 
of the Massoretes. • '. .' 

Profes'sor Bruce h'a's written in a fascinating manner 
concern'ing Blblical Interpretation and tJhe Messianic 
'hope, as, teveal~d' ~n -tJhe commentary: on . Hab~kuk: o:rhis 
'chapter is perifl'a.ps the most' enlightening of the w:hole 
book. He d:iscuS8e8 lalSO in ',full ·the theories concerning 
the identity of the Teaoher of'Ri,glhteousness, and tMs 
question leads D'aturally to '!!he prOblem o,f the history 
and Character o'f the Qumran Community and their rela~ 
tionshi-p to-the Essenes .. 

The DeadS'ea SeroUs are s:i:gn;ificant, also, as affording 
baekgrourid material for the underS'tanding of the times 
of our Lord'. AltJhough the members of the Qumran Com­
munity. held 'some views whIcih outWardly resemble some 
of the teaehiings of our Lord, Christianity i,s far superior 
'in every w~y to the religion of the Essenes, for Ohris~ 
tianiity .Is of d:ivine origin. . "The Qumran cOvenanters 
'set :themselves to fulf.H the role of the ,Serv'ant, but they 
do not appear to Ihave. thought of a~ of their messianic' 
,figures as 'fulfilling it; Jesus, on the ather ha1.ld, too~ 
tJhe fuU.i1ment of the SerVant's role upon Himse1f as 'the' 
very essence of Hi'S messian:ic mission. He combines in 

,His one person fue functions of Prophet, Priest and 
King; Servant of the Lord, Son of Man, and Tea~er of 
Righteousness. In 1.Iim the hope of Israel greets its con­
'summation, .'but in :&.. way wiI1.icih exc~!S ,a:11 expectation" 
(p. 136). E'~nism soon dlisappeared, but Chx:istianity . 
succeeded and 'advanced: "Christianijty awes not only its 
su,rviva1 'but iits very being and, Ch'aracter to Jesus. The 
community of Qumran owed 'muCh to ilfue enigmatic fig­
ure 'of the Teacher of Righteousness and his c;>rigjnal and 
inspiring interpretation of pJ;'ophecy. But Jesus not only 
-interpreted, Old'Testament pfup'hecy; He carried, His in­
terpretation'lint<> effect and 'so became HimseIf the living 
fulfilment of O1d Testament prophecy. Nor dQes this ful­
filment come to a ,ful1 stop with, His dea,th and resurrec­
tion: it goes on 'in Hi-s a:bidin'g ministry 'th,rough, HiS 
(oHawers., so 10ng 'as they·~. out ,in His Spiri;t ilfue 
charge la!id upon the Servant.'long a,go' (lsa. 49':6)": 

"I w.ill give you as a Ugt).t to tJhe nations, :. 
That my sa1vation ~y reaC'h to the end of the earlh." 
, , (p. '1~7_). 

SECOND THOUGHTS, ON 'THE DEAD 'SEA 
SCROLLS is sCholarly in 'its approach and i-s in 'every 
way worthy of the high. commendation ,it is receiving a,t 
the"hand,s of 'Ohristian 'schola,rs and-the Ohristian public. , 

- ,DR.b.L.C~K 
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S·inners'- in the' Hands' of A~ A·l1grY."G:od 
By Jona~an Edwards 

(Note: This famous sermon' was delivered at Enfield, Conn., on July 8, 1741, during a 
.' season of 'r~vival blessing, and it was used by the Holy Spirit to' bring strong e.onvic~ 

tion to the hearts of many' in the large congregation. The sermon may be' obtained 
in tract for:m from The. Faith Publishers, I. W. Rogers, Manager, Hickory, Kentucky, 
U.S.A. Pric~: 6 copies for $1.00,25 copies for $3.75). ' , 

• 
Text: "Their foot shall slide i:n due time."....;..peut. 82:35. 

THERE is noth'ing that keeps wicked men at anyone 
moment out of :hel'I, 'but the mere pleasure of God. 

, By the mere pleasure o'f God, I mean ·his sovereign 
'pleasure, 'his a·rbi'trary wiH, restrained· by no O'b1'igation, 
hindered 'by no manner of d·ifficulty any more than if 
noljhing' else ,but God's mere 'will 'had" in the last degree, 
or in 'any respect wl1atsoever,-any hand. in: the preserva­
tion of wicked m~n on~ JDoment .. 

iThe truth of ifhis observation. may appear by the follow-
ing consid'erations:' , 

1.' IThere is no want of power in God to cast wicked men 
into 'heilat any moment. Men'·s hands cannot be strong, 
when ,God rises -up. The strongest have no power to 
resist 'him, nor can any deliver out of his Ihands. 
" He ,i-s not, only able to cast wicked men into hell, but 
,he can most easily do 'it. Sometimes an earthly prince 
meets with, a greilt deal ()If d'ifficulty in subduing a rebel, . 
who has found ~eans to fol'tify hdmself,and has made 
himself strong :by the number of -his followers., But it is' 

. not so with God. There lis rio fortress that is any defense 
from 'the power ()of God.. , Though hand join dn 'hand, and 
vaSt multitudes of God's enemies'combine and. associ-ate 
1fuemselves., they !ire easi,ly !broken in pieces. They are as 
great 'heaps of -light 'Chaff befo'rethe wh,irlwind.; or la'rge' 
quantities of pry stubble before devouring flames: We 
find it easy 'to tread, on and' eru·sIb. a worm tJh'at 'We see 
crawling on the, earth; so it 'is ea'sy ,for us to cut or singe 

- a 'slender thTead '1Jhat anything hangs by: thus easy 'is 
it 'for 'God, When.:he pleases, to ca'st 'his·enemies down' to 
'hell. What are we, that' we should think to stand. ,before 
Him, at whose rebuke the earth trembles, and before 
whom ot'he rocks are thrown down? 

4. They are now the objegts of ·that very 's~me an'ger 
and wrath of God, that 'is e~resse'd ;in the torments 0I.f 
heH: ·and the reason why they do not go down to 'hell at 
each moment, is n~ because God, in Whose power they 
are, is not 'at present very angry with them; 'as he is wi,th 
many miserable creatures noW tormented in hell, who 
there -feel and·,bea·r the fierceness' of ih,is wrath. Yea, God 
is a great diet! more angry' with great numbers that are 
now on earth, yea doubtless owi:t'h. 'some who may Tead, 
th'is book, Who, it may ,be are at 'ease, ;tJhen he is with 
many of those -that are now ,in the flames of hell. 

So 'that 'it is not because God is unniinldfu~ ofthei,r 
wickedness, and does not resent it, that Ibe does not let 
'loose' his 'hand, and cut them off. 'God: ,is not a'ltogether 
such a one as themselves,thou'gh they may imag.ine 'bim 
to ibe ·so. The wrath of God! burns against them, their 
damnation d'oes not 'slumber; the pit is pre.pared, the fire 
is made ready, the furnace is now hot; '{'early to recej:v~ 
them; ,the flames do now r~ge and· glow. The glittering 
sword is whetted, and held over them, and t!he pit h'ath 
opened its mouth undierthem. . 

'5. The devi,l stands ready to fan upon ~em, and seize 
them, as his'own, at what moment 'God shall permiit him. 
They belong to him; 'he has ,th·eir souls in his possession, 
and under Ibis dom'inion. The .scripture represents them' 
as Ms goods.-Luke 11 :21. iThe devHs watch them; they 
are e~r by 'them, at iJPei'r right hand; they ~1land waiting 
for them, -like greedy hung~ lions, that see their prey, 
and expect to Ibave iit, but are .for the: present k~pt back 
If God ·should withdraw 'h·is 'hand', by which they are 
restra:iIied, tlbey would ip. one moment fly upon their poor 
'souls. The ol-d- serpent is gaping ,for 'them; hell opens 

, ;its mouth wide to receive them; and if God: should permit 
it, they would be ,hastBy swaHowed up and lost. 

'6. i'I'here are 'in ,the souls of wicked men 'tihose heUisih 
prinCiples reigning, that would' presently kind'le !lnid !flame' 
'out into hell fire, 'if it were not for God's 'restraints .. 
There is 'laid inbhe very nature of 'Carnal men, a foun.da-

2. They deserve to be cast into hell; so that divine jus­
tice n,ever stands in the way; it ·makes no objection 
against Go,d',s using ibis power at 'anymomen-t to d~troy 
them. Yea, 'on 'the contTary, justice calls 'aloud for an_ 
;infini'te punishment' of their sins. Div.ine 'justice says 
of 'the tree that brings forth such grapes of SOdom, "Cut 
it d~wn, Why .cumbereth it, the ,ground,"'-L-qke 1'3:7. 
The sword of d-ivine justice, ,is every moment brand,ished 
over t!heir head-s ,and, iUs nothing 'but the harid Orf 'arbi­
trary mercy, ana God.'s mere' wi-II, that holds it ibacK. 

. tion for 'the torments 0I.f nelt Il'here aore those corrupt " 
pi'oinciples, in reign,ing -power in thein, and ,in fu~ll po~ses­
sion of them, 'llbat are seeds o;f hell fire. ,The principles 

. are, active and: powerful, exceed'ingly vi01ent, in their 
nature; and, if 'it were not for tlhe restraining hand of 
'God upon them, they would ,soon 'break out; they would 
-flame out after the same manner as the same corruption, . 
'the same enm'ity, ''does ·In otihe ohearts of damned so.u~s, 'and 
would beget the same torments a's they do in th.em. The 
'souls of the wicked" are 'in Scripture 'Coll)'pqred. to: the 
trou'bled sea. - Isa. 57 :20. For It!he present, God: ;re­
stl"ains their wi'Ckedness 'by his mi8'hty power, as he does 
:tJhe raging 'waves of ,the troub~ed! sea, saying "Hitherto. 
iSbalt '1lhou come, and no'· ful'ther," but ii God should, 
withdl"aw that restraining ·power, it would "soon ca,rry 'a'll 
'before it. ,Sin Is ·t!he· :ruIn and· misery' of th~ soul; dt l's 

. - , 
, '3. IT,hey are 'already' under 'a sentence of condemnation 

, to hell. Th~y do not on'ly justly deserve to be cast down 
, thither, -but the 'sentence of the law of God,- that eternal 

and 'immutable rille of righteousness that God 'has fixed 
-between him and man'kinrl, i,s gone out against t!hem, and 

~ 'stands ·agaJnst iJhem so that they a,re -bound over 'already I 

-to hell-. John 3:18 - "He that believeth not is condemned· 
. aireadY.~' So t'hat, ~ve~y"un~onverted man ,properly ibelongs 

,to hell; -that is hi,s place; from thence he is. John 8:23-
"Ye are from heneath;" and' ;thither he is bound.; -it ,is' 
the place that justice, and, Goji's 'Word, and sentence of 

"his unchangeable.Iaw, assign to.'h:im. 
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destruetiv-e in its nature; and ~f God should leave it with­
out 'restraint, there would need notihing e1se to make the 
soul perfectly misenuble .. The corruption OIl the heart of 
the man is 'immoderate and boundless in !its fury; and 
While wicked men 1ive here, it is ~ike fire pent up by 
God's i'estraints; Whereas. iif it were Iet 1oose, it would set 
on fi're the cou-rse of nature; and as _ the heart i-s now -a­
-sink of sin, 'so, 'if 'si~ was not restra'ined, it would im­
mediately_ turn iflhe -soul into a fiery oven, or lurnace of 
fire and ibrimstone. 

7. It is no security to wireked men for one moment, that 
thei'e are no visible mean's of deatih at hand-! It is no 
security to -a natu'ral man, that he !j-s now in hea~th, and 
that he does not see Wh,iclJ. way he should now 'immed,~­
ately go 'out of the world ;by any accident, and that there 
is no vis'ible danger, in any ,respect, in-his circumstances-. 
'l'he manifold and reontinual experience of the world, in all 
ages, shows this i's -no evidence f!hata man is not on the 
v"erY Ibrink of eternity and, that t'h~ nen step will not be 
into another 'World. The unseen, unthought-Of ways and 
means of persons going suddenly out. OIl the world ~re 
innumerable and' inconceivable .. Unconverted' met:!- walk 
over the 'Pit of hell on a rotten covering, and there· are 
innumerable plarces in tJMs coverin,g so weak that "'hey 
wiN not 'bear th~ir w~ight,and th:ese places are not seen. 
The arrows of death fly unseen at noon-day; the sih'a,rpest _ 
sight can not discern them. God, ha's so many di'fferent 
unfl.earcbable ways of taking wicked -men out of the 
world, and: 'sending them to hen, rflhat th-ere is nothin.g to 
make it appear that God h'ad need to be at the -expense 
of -a miracle, or to go out of the ord~p.ary course of bois 
providence, to destroy any' wicked man, at 'any moment. 
All the means tJhltt 'flhere a-re of sinners -goin!!' out of rflhe 
world, -are so in ,God's hands, anld so univer!la1ly and a'bl[!o­
lutely 'subiect.to Ms nower and "d'eterm'ination.. that it 
does not depend -at 'RU the less on rflhe mere win ()f God. -
~~ther s'inners 'shall at -any moment 'I!'O tQ hen. t'han ·if 
means were never made use of, or at all concerned 'in the 
cas-e. 

8. Natural men's 'Jlrud'ence -and care to preserve their 
own lives. 'Or if;Ihe care of dbher~ to nreRel'Ve tlI-em. -do not 
secure them a moment. To tIb'is. 1d~V'inp. 'Providence and 
universa~ -exnerience d'o bear testimony. There is this clear 
evidenree tl1at men'-s 'Own wisdom i'/l no_ secu,rity to them 
f'rom del'ltlb; ifJh'at. iif it were otherwise. we slhou-Id- see -
somP. d~lference between "'he wise and nnHtlire men of the 
world a·ndi athers. with relrRrd .flo their Hablene~R to early 
and unexpected deatih: but how 1=8 "it in bet? "How dietl-I' 
the wise man? -as the fool."-Eccles. 2 :16. 

9. AH wicked men~s -nains and' contrivances 'wl1i~h they 
use to escaoo 'heJ.l. while they continue to reiect Oh:riRt. 
-and so reroa1in wicked men. do not secure thfml forom hell 
one moment. A~mom every natural man that hears -of 
helt fll'ltterf! 'h'imself that he -811R11 escane 'it: he denends 
l!OOn 'himself for -,his own ,securi'ty he flatters ifliimRelf in 
what he 'ha's done. in what he :is now doing. or what he 
intendiS ito "d'O; everyone 1ays out matters in his -own 
mind,. how he .sJhaH avoid, -d'amnati'On. and l1Rtters- h'im­
'self th'at he contrives well for himFletf. and that ·Ms 
-se-heroes wfl] not fRn. They hea,r -in1d.eed that there are 
ibut few 'Saved. and 'that the greater~ I[)art of- men that 
have -died her~fOl'e. are gone to hel'l: Ibut ea:ch one 
'imalri-nes that he forms plans to effect Ms eseane better 
1Jhan others h'ave\ done. He -does not intend to J!:O to that 
place 011 torment; he says within himself, that 11'e intends 

1:0 take effec,tua~ care, and to order matters so for himself 
as not to fail. . . 

But the foolish ohild,ren. of men miserably delud-e them- , 
selves iin their own schemes, and in confidence in their 
~n strength and wisdom; they trust -to rtothJng ibut a 
shadow. ·The 'greater part of those who heretofore have 
l'ived under the same means ()f grace, and are now dead, 
are undoubtedly gone to hel~; '. and it was n&t because they 
were not as wis'e as 1fu.ose who are now a1ive, it was not 
ibecause they did not layout matters as well for thern­
'selves- to secure 1fueir own- esca'pe. If we could' corne to 
speak with them, and inquire of tihem, 'One iby one, 
whether they expected, when alive, and when they used 
to- hear 'about h~l1, ever to be the subjects of t'h-at m"isery, 
we, doubtless, shou1d hear one 'and another reply, "No; I 
never ,intended to come here: I had arrimged- matters 
otherwise in my mind; I thought I shouId contrive wen . 
for mysell; I. tlhoug'ht my scheme good. I d-ntended to 
take effectual care; but it caine- upon me unexpectedly; 
I d'id not ~ook 'for 'it at 1fuat time, and in that ·manner; 
'it came as a :thief. Death outwitted me: God's wratJh 
was too quirek for me. 0 my cursed fooUshness'!. I wa~ 
flattering myself, and: pleasing myself with vain dreams­
of what I would- do hereafter; and when I was saying 
peace and safety, then :suldden -dest:r:udiion came upon me." 
_ 10. Ood has laid himself under.-no ob1ilr~tion, by any 

promise, to keep any natu,ra! man out of hen 'One moment. 
God certainly h'a's made no 'Promises either of etern9t 1'ife,­
or 'Of my deliverance or 'Preservation from eternalldeath, 
but wlhat Me contained- in tlh.e covenant of grace, 'the 
promises that are g:iven in Christ. in whom an the nrom­
iises are yea and amen. But surely they Ihave no ~nterp.st 
in the -pro'mise of t'he covenant of grace who are ndt. the 
children of the reovenant. wlho do not believe in any of the_ 
prom'i'Bes, and .have no _'interest in the MediatOr o'f the 
'covenan:t. 

So fltat,.W'hatever some have imasdneid and nretended 
a'bout nromiseR made to natu,m1 men's earnest seeking 'and I 

'knocking. 'it i-s -pIa'in and_ mRhifem, tllat whatever 'D~dD's 
Ii natural man -takes in -religion. whatever nrayers he 
makes: un he be1ieves in ,ChrIst. _God is under no manner 
of obHgarflion' t'O keep him a moment -from eternal d'e-
struction. - -

So t'ha't thus 'i,t is that natural men are heM 1n if:he ~-and 
of God over rflhe :pit OIl 'hell: they have deReJ"'Ved .the fierv 
pit. and 'are already sentenced to it; and GOd i-s dread ... 
fully 'Provdked: 'his_ an.aer is' -as Il'reat towards them as 
t'O those tIh-at are actually !Sufferin'g the execution of- the 
fierceness 'of 'his w:rath in hel'l ; and t'hey Ih'ave 'done 
nothing in the leR!st toanpease or abate 'f:bat_ anlrer .. 
neiflher 'is God 'in tlbe lea,at Ibound-by any 'Dl'omi~ to -hold 
them up one moment. 1'he devil is waiting for t1JlI>m. 
hen 'is Il'aping for -them. 'the' flames gather and 'fll'l_'Rh 
,about .'them. and wou1d fain lay 'hold-.on them. and sWRllow 
tl1em -U'P: the fire 'nerit un -in their own hearts ,is -strug­
ogling to break out: and they hRye no interest in any 
Med'iator: 1fuere are no means witblin reach th-at ean be 

- any security to them. In short they have no re'fu-$!'e. 
notMng to take hold of: 'aU that nreserves ~hem every 
moment is the mere arllitrary will. and uncovenanted. 
lmobliged forbea'rance of an incensed God. 

Ap""CATION 

'1'he 'use of th'isawful subiect may be .for a'wakeJ'ling 
unconverted persons to a 'Conviction of thei,r danger. ThIs 
that you 'have 'heard i's the 'ca'Se of -~very one out of 

-, 
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----------------~------------~--------~----------------------~-----~ 
'Christ. That wor"ld of misery, that lake of burning brim­
mone, is extended·.'a:broad uIli\ler you. There is the dre8;d­
ful pit of the glowing flames of the wra1fu of God; there 
is ihell's wide gap.Jng mouth 'Open; and you have nothing 
to stand upon, no,r anyifuing to take hold, of; there is. 
nothing between you and hell but the air; it is only ·the 
power and mere plea'sure of Goddmat holds you up. 

You proba:bly are' not sensible of this:' you find you 
a:re kept out Orf helI, but do not see the ihand Of God in it, 
but look 'at other iflhings, as the good state of your bodily 
constitution, your. care\ol your own IIife, and the means 
you use for your own preservation. But dndeed these 
things are notihing; if ·God should withdraw 'his Ihand; 
. they would avail·no more to keep you from.falling, than 
the th'in a:ir to h~ld \lP a person who ,is s'usp'ended in it. 

'Your wic-ked'ness makes you,as it 'Were, Iheavy as lead, 
and to tend do'Wliwards with great weight and pre8SUl"e 
towards hell; 'and if ·God should lErl; you go, you would 
immediately s.irik, :andi swiftly d'escend 'and plun~e into ·the 
~ttomless gulf; l!l1d' your 'healthy constitution, and y01,!r 
own care and pi-uQence, and Ibest contrivanee, 'and aU your 
righteousness, would have no. more influence to ullhold 
you, and keep you out of hetH, than a ·spider.,s web would 
l.have to stop a faliing rock..Were 'it not for 1Jhe sovereign 
plea-sure of God, the eartih 'Would not bear you one mo­
ment, for you· are a burden to' it; rbhe creation groans 
wit'h you; the creature is made subject to the bondage 
of. your corrqption, not wiUingly; the 'sun does not will­
ingly shine upon you, to give yo~ Ught to 'serve s~n and 
Satan; the ea.rth does not wiltingly yield her increase, to 
satisfy your luSlts;' nor is it 'wiUing1y a stage for your 
wickedness to be acted upon; the air does not willingly 
serve you for breath. to maintain the flame of Hfe in 

. your vitals, While' you spend your Uie in thesel"V'ice of 
God's enemies. God's creatures are good, and were made 
for men to serveGodJ with; and do 'not willingly su!bserve 
any other pU'rpose, and groa:n. When t'hey are abused to 
purposes so directly contrary. to their nature and end. 
And the .world would spew yo.u out, were it not for the 
sovereIgn han'dof' Him who !hath 9u1bjected it in hope. 
There ue the black_ olouds of. God's wrath now ihanging 
direct'ly over your 'hea'ds, full of the !dreadful. storm, and 
lbig with thunder; and were it not for t'he restraining 

'1land of Godr t'hey ,would. immediately burst forth upon 
you. The sOvereign plea'sure of God, for the present,. 

. stays his rou~h wind, otherWise it would 'C9me with ·fury ; 
. and your destruction wOQId come like a Whirlwind, and 

would be like the chaff of the summer threshing-floor. , . 

·times greater ihan it i·s, yea, ten thuusand times greater 
than the strengtih Orf the stoutest, 'sturdiest devil in hell, 
it would be nothing to withstand or endure it. . I 

The bow (if God':s wrath is Ibent, and .fue arrow made, 
ready on the string ; and justice directs the arrow to . 
you·r hearl, and strains the how: and It 'is nothing but . 
the mere pleasure of God, and that of any .ang.ry God, 
without any promise or obligation at an, 1Jhat keeps 'the 
arrow one moment from being maq:e drunk with your 
blood. , 

.'l;'hus al'l you that never passed under a great change 
of heart, by the mIghty power of the Spirit ()f God upon 
your 'souls; all you that were never born again, and; made 
new creatures, and'raised from being dead .in sin".to a . 

. state of new, and .before altogether unexperienced· lig.ht 
and lile, are in the hands of any angry GOd. _ However 
you may have reformed you·r life in many '~hings .and 
may have h'ad rel,igious affectluns, and. may keep .~P ~ 
form of religion in your fam'ilies and: closets, and in the 
house of 'God, it .is Mthing nut hi,s mer~ pl~sure· that 
keeps you .from being this moment sW9,How~d, up lin ever- . 
lasting d·eSitruction. \ 
. However unconvincecL you may now be of the truth of 

what you' hear, !by and :by you' will be fully convinced of 
it. Those 1!hat are gone f.rom being in the like circum­
stances wit'h you, !see that iit 'Was so with them; for de­
struction came sudidenly u·pon most of them; when they 
expected not'hing of it, and While they' were saYling, Peace 
and. safety. Now they see, 1!hat those tih'ings on which. 
they ~epended for peace and safety, were nothing but 
thin air and empty slhadows. " . 

The God that holds you over the pit Orf hell. much in the 
same way as one 'holds a spider, or some 10aths"om¢ ins,ect. 
over ·the 'fi.re, abhors you, and ,is qirea.dfully provoked; his 
w,rath towards you 'burns like fire; ''he lookS upon you as 
worthy of riothing else ibut to be ca·st' into the {tire: !be 
is of purer eyes tihan to bear to 'have you in hi:s 'sight; _. 
you are ten thousand times more a:bomina:ble in 'his eyes 
'than t'he most h'ateful venomous serpent 'is in ours.-You 
have offended him infinitely more than ever' a stubborn 
rebel did hiis prince; and! yet. lit is nothing but· his hand 
that 'holds you ,from falling into the -fi,r.e every moment. 
It is to !be ascri'be:d to n()l1Jh:ing e1se, -that vou d:id not go 
to hell the last niv.ht: t'h'at yoU were suffered to awake -
again in this world, after you closed your eves to sleep: 
and'.there is no other reason to be given,~why you have 
not d·ropped into hell since Y'OU .'arose iq ifue inoming, 
bUlt that God's n'and ha·s held you up. There is no otner 

. reason to be given, while you have been reading this 
address, bilt hi·s mercy: yea, no other reason ·can be 
I(!iven why you do not 'lih'is very' moment d:rop doWn into 
hell. . -. 

The vyra1Jh of 'God is !ike great waters that are . l"e­
strained for the present; lbut they increase more and 
more, and rise hlig'her 'and! ihigher, tiU an outlet is 'given; 
and the longer the stream l's stopped the more rapid and 
-mighty is its coume when oIlJCe it islet loose. It is true, 
that Judgment aga·inst your evil works 'has not been 
executeQ 'hitherto; the riilood'S of God's vengeance have 
been.,. wi,thihe1d; but your gu'ilt in tlhe meantime is con­
stantly increasing, and. you are every day treasuring up 
more wrath; the waters are constantly ri-sing, and waxing 
more 'and more mighty; and 'there is nothoing ,but .the 
mere plea;sure of God that holds 'the waters baek, that are. 
unwining to be stopped, and' pres's hard to go .forward. 
H God shou1d only withdraw his 'hand ;from the flood­
gate, it would: .immediately fly open, and .the fiery floods 
of tihe fierceness and wrath of God, 'Would rush forth with . 
inconceivable .fury, and would come upon you with omni­
potent power i an.d 'if your strength were ten thousand 

o ·sinner, consider the fearful danll:er you are 'in! . It iR 
..a 'great furnace of wra.th. a wide 'and' bottomless '1)i,t. fun 
~f the fire oo.f wrath, that you are held' over ~n the nand 
pf iffuat God whose wrath is provoked an!dincenlSed as 
rnuclJ. against,Y'Ou as against manv 'Of 'the damned .in hell. 
You hang by a s1ender thread. with the flames of divine 
wrath flashing about it and ready every moment to 'S'inp-'e 
it. and burn it asUnder; arid you. h'ave no interest in an:v 
!,Mediator, and' nothing· to lay bold of to save yourself, 

. (noth'ing to, keen ofl the :f.l:a·mes ot wra1!h. notMnll: of your 
own; nothinlZ' that you' have' do@. nothin:g that you can· 
do, to induce God to 'spa·re you one mo·ment: 

And consider nere more particularly. 
1. Whose wrath it ~s. It is the wra't'b of the infinite 

. , 
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God. If it were only_1:!he wrath of man, though if were, sufier beyond what ,strict ~justice, requires: noth1ng shal1 '. 
of the most p¢ent prince, -it would h'ercompa,l'ative1y little J)e withheld; ,b~use ~t is so Ihard for you to bear~ "There­
to;beregarded~ The wrath of kingsljs very much direaded, fore,\\:,iH'I,also.deal in ,fury; mine eye'"'shall not a'pare, 
~pecialIy of absolute monarchs, who h~ve the p<:>sse'ss~ons 'rieither will' i :ha~e pity; and 'though they "Cry in mine 
and. Ii,ves, of their subjects wholIy in 'bheir power, to be. ,ears with a 1'oud voice, yet rwiU I ndt he~ 1;theni."~Ezek. 
di'Sposed.!2.,.f wt their mere win. ,Provo 20 :2-ItT!J,e iear of, 8 :!12. Now, 'God stands 'read,y,to, pity you; ,this 'is a day 
a kin,g"is 'as the! ,roaring of a Hon'; whoso prov:oketh him of mercy; you may-'cry noW with some" encouragement 

, to anger, sinnetJh aga:il!8't his ,own soul." ''Dhe subjElCt :Who of, obtaining mercy. But wh~n ,on~e the'dlay oi meI"cy is' 
, very mu<fu enrages an arbitrary pl'iince, is Hable i9 suffer pas~, your most lamenta'ble and dolorous, cI"ies anrl 

the most extreme .torments that human art can invent, 's~rieks win ,he lin vain; you will be wholly 10st and thrown 
or 'human power ca'n, inflict. 'But the greatest earthly a~ay of God, as to anyr,egaro':to your welfare. , God' will 

,_potentlites, in their greatest majesty and.- sireng.tli, and b:live no other use to put you to, 'but to 'suftler misery; 
I wthen clothed in their greatest terrors are 'but feeble,', you may be continued, in 'being, to no other end:! for you 

despicable worms of the du'st, in' comparison wi,tJh ,:the wiU be a vessel of wrath fitted to destr;ilc,tjem; 'and. there 
,great anrl' aImiigihty, Creator and' King Qf heaven and will >be no other '~S~ of t!h:is' vessel, 'but only to be filled' 
eatiih. It is 'but l'ittle that they can do" when m-ost en- full of wrath. Godi wHl 'be ,so far from pitying you when 
rag~d, and when they ,have exerted the utmost of 4lhei-r you 'cry to tl'im, ~at it .is saild' he will only "Ja,ugh and 
fury .. Alol th~ kings ()f the earth, before :Qod, are as grass- mock:" "Because I "have cal:Ied." and- ye refuSed; I have' 
hoppers; they are nothing, and less th'an nothiing: both 'stretJC'hed out my h'and, and no man regarded; but ye 
1Jheir love, and their hatred are to be despised. The wrath , have set a:t nougih,~ al1 my-counsel,and, 'WOuld none of my, 
of the grea't King of ~ings, is ws much more terrible than reproof; I a,lso wiU }a:ug!h a't:.your calamity;.1 will: mock 
theirs, a8bis majesty is grea1;er. -"And Lsay unto you, when your fear com~th; when your fear cometh'a:s deso­
my f'riend-s, Be 'not afraid of them that kill ,the 'body, 'and' lation, and your diestruction cometlh asa wh'irlwifn:d:; when 
af~er that, 'have no more -that they ca~ do. But I will __ distress imd angui-sh cometh,: upon ·you. ''l'hen 'shal1 they' 
forewarn, you Whom you shaH -fear; Fear h'im, whrich' call upon me, Ibut I will not' answer; bhey ,s/hwH 8~ek me ' 
after he 'ha!thkilled,''hath power to cast:into hell; yea, early, ~but they shall not find- me: for tha:t,they Ihated 
I say unto ~ou, Fear Mm."-Lu'ke 12 :4, 5., knowledge, and: d'id not' choose :the ~ear of the Lord: 'they 

2. It is the ifier~enes's of"his wrath tha:t you,are e~: wou,ld none of my counsel; they desp'i'sed all my reproof. 
posed to. We often read 'of the fury of God.; as in Isaiah Therefore shan they. eat of tJhe fruit of their own way, 
59: 18-" According to thei,r deeds,· accordingly., he wiII and be filledi Wi,th the!r awn d~vices. 'For the turnling,' 
repay, fury to his adversaries." So Isai'aih 66: 15-"For, away of the "simple shan slay- them, and' the prosperity 
~ehold, the Lord, 'wiII come with fire, and.with Iliis dlariots ' of fools shaH destroy them."-":"Prov. 1 :24-32. ~ 
like a 'w'h'il'lwind ,to render his anger 'w.i,th fury, and: his How aw:ful 'are 'fJhose word,s of the g,reat 'God, "I will 
rebuke with flames of .fire." And :so alsO in many other tread them iin m'ine' anger, and will tramp1e them in my 
places. Thu's we'read of "'1Jhe wine.press' of the fierceness ,fury; and their blood ,sha],l 'be sprinkled upon my gai'm­
and wrath of A,lmighty 'God."-Rev.: 19 :!15. The word-so ents, and I will stain a11' my 'raiment."-.-:Is'a. 63 :3. it is, 

,_are exceedingly terribie.' If it h,a{! only 'been said, "th~ perhaps" impossi,ble to conceive of words' ,that 'carrY in ' 
wrat!h of God," the word'S w~uJd, 'have limplied tha,t which ,them grea:ter maniies£ations of these three tJh'ings, 
is unspeakahly .. dreadful; but it .is 'Said, "'the fierceness namely, contempt, hatred', an;d fierceness of jndiignation, 
and wrath of God ;'-' the fury of God! the fiereenes& of If you cry to God ,to pity you, he wiH be so .far from 
J e'hovah! 0 how dreadful must that be!' Who can utter pitying you 'in your do-leful cRse, or :Showing y~u ~he 1ea'st , 
or'oon'Ceive w'h'at such expressi,ons carry.in them? But it ,reward,or favor, th'at instead of that, he 'Will only tread 
is al,so, ''the fierceness 'and wrath of Aolmigihty God." _ As you under, foot: "Did though !:he will know that y~u can- , 
though tJheI"e 'would b~ a very grea,t maniifestation, of his not bear the weight, of' OmnIpotence treading upon you, 
almiighty ppwer in what tIh,e fierceness of Ms wrath yet he wi.]] not regard that, !but/he 'wil1 'crusn you tinder . 

'shoqId inflict_; as tho-ug!h Omnipotence I!fu.ould be, as it his feet wi1!hout 'mercy; he:' will 'crush out y'our b10qd, 
were, enraged, and exerted, as men are wont' to exert and. make it fly, and it shall be sprfnkled on his garments, 
their strength 'in the fierceness of'tJheir wra:th. O! then,' so 'as to 'stain a1-1 his raiment. He' wi.]] not- only hate you, ' 
'What will he the consequence'? :what wBl become ()f the but he will have you in the: utmost contempt; no place' 
poor worm th-l!;t,shal1 suffer it? whose ,hands 'Can h!ilshaH 'be"thought fit for you, 'hut under Ms·feet', t,o"be 
strong ;andi whose hel;lrt can endure? To what a ,dreadful trodden down as the mire of tpe st!eets. " 
inexpressible, 'inconceiva:ble dep.th of misery must' the' 3. ,The misery you are exposed -to is that which God 
poo,r cI"eature be 'sunk, who sihaI'l!be the sq,bject of this! ' ~i'll inflict, to 'the end that he might show V\!'hat the wrath, 

Cons'ider this, you'that yet rema'in in, ail. unregen,erate' ' of Jehovah' -i·s. 'God 'hath had 'it on 'his heart to show ':to 
state. Thwt God ,wiIf execute the ,fieI"ceness of his anger , ,angels, and men, ''both how eX.ceUent\ his l,ove Ii'S, and .also ' 
implies, tha)tihe wil1 'inflict 1 wI"ath wi'thout 'any. pity. ' how terri'ble his wrath is. Sometimes earthly. kings have 
When God behold's the -ineffalhle extremity (if your case" a m'ind to' s'how ':how te1.'r.ible fueir wrath is, by the .. ex-, 
and sees your torment·to be so v:ast1y di's-proportioned to treme punishments ,theY wouid,execut~ on those tlbat,pro-

'WOOl' streng,th;' and sees how you,r poor soul il!'; crus'hed, voke'them. NebuChadnezzar, that m:ig'hty, and, haughty 
and s'inks 'down, as 'it were, ;into an infinite gloom; 'he ,monaroh of the Oha:ldean emp'ire, was willing to show i:lis 
will h'a'Ve no compassion upon you, he win not forbear the wrath When enraged with S'h~dra'ch,' Meshach, and Abed­
exeCution, of hi,s wrath" or in tihe least lighten"his hand: nego; 'an:d accord'ingiy gave '~rder' ~ai' the ~urning, ,fiery 
there :sha].] be no moderation or mercy, nor wiU God then furnace should be heated 'seven ,times hotter ,than :it was 
'at al1 'stay 'Ills rough wind: he will have no ,regard to before ;dou'btles's, "i't was raised to the utmost degree' of 
you.r welfare, nor be 'at ,all carefu'llest you'sh:ould suffer' fierceness that human art could- raise it. But the great 
too 'much in 'any other' sense, than_ only that you' sh'a11 not God.is 'also 'willing to show 'pis wrath, and magnify '~is 

/ 
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awful. majesty and; miglh,ty power in the extreme suf;fer- to fear that there are' many who wi1l read 1ih,is book, or 
ings of his enemies. "What if GOd, wil1ing to 'lfuow his who have heard the gospel, Who wiU adU'ally be the sub­
wrath, 'and to make hi-s ,power kn-own, endured with mu'ch jects of this very misery to all eternity. We know not·· 
kmg-suffex;ing the, v:essels of wrath .fitted to aestruc- who they are, ().r what thoughts theY now 'have. It may 
tion?"-:--:Rom. 9 :22. Arid ,seeing 1Jhiis is. his design, and 'be-they are now, at ease; and hear al1 these tJhiings with-. 
what he h:as detennined, ~ven to 'show how terri'ble the" out much di,ltturban'ce, and 'are now flattering themselves 
unmixed", unrelrt,rained wrath, the fury and. fiercen.ess O'f that, they are not the persoIlJS, promising themselves that 
J~hovah 'is, he' win do ,it to effect. IThere wiH be some· they s'haU escape. If we knew that there was one persQn, 
thing 'accomplished and .brought to pass that wi1l be and but one,· of those that we know, ,that was to be the 

. dreadful wi'th a witness. .when the great 'angry . God subject of ,this misery, what an awful ,thing would it be 
hath r.isen up and exe,cuted; his awful vengeance on the to tMnk of! If we 'fnew who· it was, what ~ awfu1 si'ght 
poor Sinner, and, the· wretch ds aclual~y suffer-ing ,the would it ·be to see such a .person! How migM every Ch,ris­
infinUe weigihif; 'and ,power of his indignation, then will tian lift up a lamentaJbleand bitter cry over hlim! But 
God call upon the Who1e universe· to behold 'the awful alas! instead OIl one, how manw ;i's it likely wil1 remember 
majesty and mighty power if,'hat is to be 'seen 'in i't. "And these solemn reflections in 'heH! And some may be in 
the people SIt'aII be as the QUl"lJ'ings of lime, as thorns cut hell in a very s;hort time, 'before this year ,i's out. And it 
,up !shall they ,be 'burned ,in the fire. Hea,r,. ye that are would, ibe no wonde,r 'if some reaiders, who are no'Y in 

'\ afar off, wbat I 'have done; and ye that are near, acknowl- 'health, 'and qui~tand secure, may be :there :before to­
edge my miighot. The sinners in ~ion are, afraid; fearful- morrOw morn'ing: Those of you who finally continue in 
ness hath. surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shal~ a na'tural condition who may keep out of hell longest, wiU 
dwell with the devour.ing fire? Who among us shall dwell 'be 'tJht:!re iin 'a -I'ittle time!' your damnation does not slum­
with ~erlasting iburnings?"-:-Isa. ,33 :r12-14. 'ber; it wil1 'Come:sw.iftly, and, in all,pro'b&bili'ty, very sud-

Thus it, wm Ibe with you that 'are in an uncoveret,l state, denly, upon many of ,you. You have reason 'ro. 'wonder 
, if you continue in it; tlle'in.finite m'i'ght, and majesty, and that ,you ,at:e not. '~lready in 'hell ~ It 'is doubtless the case 

teni'hleness, of.,the omnipotent God, 'srb'all 'be magnified of 'some whom you have seen and known, that never de­
upon yoU: :in the ineffable' strength of your torments.. served 'hell more than you, and 1Jhat heretorfore a~peared 
You ,s'h'all be tormented 'in the presence of the holy angels; as Iike1y to 'h,ave been now alive as .you. Th~ir case is past 
~ in the presence of the Lamb; and when you' sha,11 aU !hope. They 'are cryin&: in extreme miser~ ~nd perfect 
be 'in this .state of sufiering 'the ,glorious 'inha'bitants of despaIr; 'but 'here ,you 'are In the land of, the hVIng, blessed, 
heaven lfuall go forth and iook on the awful spectacle, wi'1Jh Bilbles, and sabbaths, and ministers, and have an 
that they may see what the wrath and fierceness of the opportunity to obtain 'salvation. What wou1d not those 
AImiighty is; 'and w!hen 1ihey 'have ,seen ,it, they wil1 fall poor da~ned, hopeless souls g,ivl( for one Id'ay's oppor­
down 'and adore that great 'Power and majesty. "And it tunity such a's you now enjoy? 
shall ICOme to pass, ,that ,from one new moon to another, And now you have ,an extraordinary o'PPortuni,ty, a 
and 'from one 'Sabbath to another, 'shoall.all :f.leSih come to day wherein Christ has' thrown the door of mercy wide 
worship before me, sa:itrb 'the Lord. And they shall go open, and stand'S calling, and crying with a loud, voice to' 
for1Jh and look upon the carcasses of the men that have poor 'sinners; a day whereIn many are flocking to.him, and 
transgressed against me; for: ,their worm shall not die, pressing 'into the kingdom of God; many are daily com­
neither Shall, their fire ibe "quenched; and 'they lfuall be jng from the east, west, north, an:d sou'th; many that 
an a'bhorring unto all flesh."-Isa. 66 :28, 24. were very 1'ately 'in the 'same miserable cond,ition that you 

4. It is ever-lasting wrafJh. 'It would be 'dreadful to are.in are now 'in a 'happy state willi their !hea..r.ts filled 
suf-fer this. fierceness and wrath of Almighty GOO one with love to Him who has loved them, and washed them 
moment; ibut you must-suifer it to all eternity. There win fr9m their sins in his own blood, ,and, rej~ici.ng in hope 
'be no end: to ,this' exquisite hordble mi'sery. When you of the glory of God. How awfft1 is it to be left behind 
look forward, you s'h'alLsee 'a long 'forever a boundless at 'such a day to see so many others fell!sting, whi1e you' 
dur~tion, before ,you, which win '!Swall~w up your are pining '{1nd perilfuing! To see so many rejoicing and 
thoughts,' and 'amaze your souls· and you will absolutely ,singing for joy of 'hea.rt; while you have cause to mour~ 
d'espair of ever 'havi~g any deiiverances, a'itd end, any f().r 'sotrQw of iheart, anid' to hovyl' for vexation. o.f spirit! 
rniti-gation, any rest at al,l; you win know certainly that How can you rest one moment In suCh.a condItIon? Are 
,you mum 'wear o,ut lo~g 'ages, miUions of millions orf ages, not ~our souls' as precioU's as t~e ,souls of those who are 
in wrestling and conflicting with this almi'ghty merciless, flocking .from day ~. day to ChrIst? 
vengeance; ,an:d ,then when you have so done, when' so Are there not many Who :have rJived -long in the 'World, 
many' ages ,have actually been 'spent :by you in this man- who ,are not to 'thi-s diay 'born again; and 'so are aUens 
ner, you wiH know tha't all is but a pOint to what remains. from the commonweal1Jh of brael, and 'have d'one nothing 
&> rthat your ,punIshment w'i1l ;indeed, ,be infinite. 0, who ever since theY.lhav,e llived, hut ,treasure up wrath against 
can express What ,the state of a 'SOul in 'such circumstances !vhe day of wrath? ° sirs! your case, 'in an especial man­
is! AU that we can possibly say a'hQut it, gives but a very \Der, i'sextremely d'angerous. Your guilt and hardness 
feeble, ia'int representation of ~t; i't" is inexpressible and )f 'heart are extr-emely great. Do not you see how' gen­
inconceivaJble: for, "W·ho knoweth the power of God's eraUy persons of your years 'a,re 'Passed over anld left, 
anger?" " n rthe dispensations of God"s mercy? You had need to coil-

How, dreadful is the state of fuose Who are dai'ly and ~id,er y~urselves,' ~n~, wake ,th~roughly out o.f s!~p: you 
hourly ,in danger, of th'i-s great :wrath and infinite misery! cannot bear !lihe tf'lerceness and _wrath. of 1ihe Infmlte God. 
But, tlhi's is the di'smal 'C!a:se '; of every soul 'that 'has not And you, young men,and young women, will you 
'been born again, however ID'().ral and strict, sober and re- neglect thi-s precious season Which you 'no,w enjoy, when 

''Hgious, they may otherwise be. Of ,that you would con- 110 many others of your, age are renouncing, all youthful 
,sider it, whether you be young or old! There is ,reason vaniities, and flOcking to Oh~ist? You especial,ly 'have now 

" 
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-an oPPQrtunity, but if you negl_ect it, it wiI'l soon 'be with 
y'Ou as it 'is with tilose persons Who_ spent all the precious 

'- days of youth 'in -sin, and- -are -now come to suoh a dread­
ful pass in blindnes-s and ihal'dness. . 
_ And you ,children, who are uncOnverted, do not you 
know that you are going down to heJ1, to bear the dread­
ful wrath of that God, Who is now 'angry wi1ili you every 
-day and every ni'g'h t? Will you Ibe content to be the 
children of the devil, when so many of :the eh-ildren 00 
tlhe land -are converted, and are ibecomi,ng the 'holy and 
happy chHdren of the King of kings? ~ 

And let every onethat"is-yet oU't of Christ, and hang­
ing over the :pit of 'he'll, whether they be old men and 
women, or mid-dIe aged, or young people, or 1ittle ~hHdren, 
now hearken to the loud calls -of -God's word and provi­
dence. This acceptable year of tile Lord, a day of great 
mercy to -some 'Will doubt1ess be a day of as rema-rkable 
vengeance to _ others. Men's 'liearts harden, and their 

-guiHt increases 'apace at such a day as 'this, if they negle-ct' 
their souls. Never was there a period Whim so-many means 
were emploYed for the salvation of SQuIs, and if you en­
tirely neglect them, you will eternaUy curse the day of, 
your ,birth, Now, undou:btedy it .is, a-s it was :in the days 
of John the Baptist, the axe ~s laid at th-e 1"OOt of .the 
t~~es, and every tree which brings not _forth good fruit, 
may!be hewn dOwn, and cast -into 1Jhe fire. 

Therefore, let every one that ii-s oU't -()f Ohrist, now 
awake and flee from the wrath to corne. The wra.th of 
Almighty God is now undlOubtedly hanging over every 
unI"egenerate sinner.- Let every _one flee out of Sodom: 
"Es~ape for your -lives, look not behind you, escape to_ 
the mountain, lest you be consumed." -

THE SOURCE OF GRACE 
If jot is iJ.lteresting -to trace -a Niie or Amazon to its 

soprce, !how -much -more interesting 'to 'a -Ohr'i'stian to 
EB.CPlore the stream of eterna;l life, and trace it upward 
ti1l _we- have reacll.ed the f'ountain. Bruce discovered -
or -thought -he had discovered - -the springs ()f E-gypt's 
river: he f'Ound -t!hem away -among clouldca'pped moun­
ta'ins, 'a:t an- elevation of many thou,sand feet -a'hove the 
'P]a-ins they watered. -Great men !have been born _ 'in, 
humble circumstances; but aU great I"ivers boast of theil' 
lofty descent. - It "is \Y'hen the traveller 'has ]eftsmiling 
valleys far. beneath him, and toiling along rugged glens, 
and, pressmg through deep -mountain gorges, he -at 
length reac'hes ~he <ibiH -shoreS _ of an icy 'Sea, ,~that he 

-stands -at the -souree Cl'f the A:]pine 'river, which. cold a-s 
the -snows -that feed 'it, and -a full stream at its birth 
rushes. out_ from the., caverns of the !h-oHowed g]a-ciei·: 
But WIth that lofty hirthplace it is on1y -a humble i-mage 
of 'salvation. How 'b-ill'b its source ! "He showed me a 

-pure river -of water- of" Hfe, clear as crystal. proceeding 
_ out ()f the throne 'Of God and of -·the Lamb." The stream 
-of merey flows from the -throne of the Eterna]' and 
-here' we -s-eem to stand 'by its -mysterious f'Ountai~: in 
contemplating the words of the text, we "Iook upon its 
spiing.- "I do th'isfpr mineh'O]y mi.me'-s sake." 

---:-TlioMAS ADAMS, 1859 

HOW TO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE 
J'Ohn Wes1ey once said: "If I !had three hundred men 

who fea.red nothi~g but God, -hated nothin'g ,but sin, and 
were determined to know notJhln-g among .. men but Jesus 
Ohri-s:t and Him crucified, I wou']d -set the world 'On fire." _ 

'. 

. PAO-ME STANDS ALONE 
A True Story 

By Amelia O. 'Stott -(l'ate of China) 

THE -childiren in True Faith ,School were singing -at the 
top of their vokes :1 

"Dare to foU'ow Jesus, 
Dare to s'tand alone, 

He w'iU be beside you, 
- W-atehing o'er His own." , 

Pao-Me, a Utt]e CMne-se girl, could sing the words more 
thoughtfully than the others, for conditions were not at 
alI easy in :her home. Gra:nny was very earnest "in wor­
shipping the ioots, and Mother never ,dared -to 'Oppose her 
in any way. As for Father, he was seldom at home, being 
a boatman on the ~istant cana)os-. , -

P-ao-Me went to the Ohristian schoo] t>ecause the teach-'­
er, Mrs. Ling, was -a relative, and 'had persuaded Grand­
mother,to 1et ,her ']ea.rn books. -

The neighbours were wil'Hng -to send their children to 
'the schoo], althoug!b most of 1Jhem w'Orshipped at the 
Temple while others were indifferent to religion. 

Pao-Me- loved tlteschooi, and- her teacher especially, for 
-she !had -brought her to know Jesus Christ, her Saviour, 
imd the little girl prayed to Him 'in secret. -still thinldng 
about the words s'he had 'just ·sung at the end! of the day's 
lessons, Pao-Me went 'home to find her mother and Granny 
on tJhe veranda busi1y sewing, with all tihe family's 'best 
clothes around. .. 

-"The day after tomorrow is the Great Dragon Festival 
at the Temp]e of Pl"osperity," 'her Grandmother said. 
"We must all go to WOl'S'bij-p tJhe Dragon, ,lest evil luck 
f.aU upon nos like rain. We have late]y 'had our share, 
and'inust try to escape more ca]am1ity." -

Pao-Me listened 'W'ilili. great fear 'in !h_er heart. She: 
knew this was a very _ special ·festival, and, everyone In 
the vi'llage would be there. As well as p]ay':ading, there 
woudi -be a rfarr and all sorts of "shows" to eDlteI"tain the­
Dragon. This fearsome creature would be portrayed by 
yal'ds al1d_ yards 'Of painted materia], sobaped asa ~agon, 
with a tremendous head fashioned mOBit cleverly- by the 
idol makers. The creature ·rolied- abOut, -propelled iby 
twelve litt]e actor boys from the tempJe, who were hidden 
underneath. The Beast made the most realistic move- _ ' 
ments, darting here -and there, as -if it were alive. 

'The child-ren greatly enjoyed all this entertainIl.lent, 
with the clashing of gongs and the deafening noi-se. 

Pao-Me knew thaj; she, a's 'tpe 'fi'rst-born of her rfamHy, 
would -be expected to go and take an -active Slhare in the 
:temple worsh:ip. Remembering 'the word,s- slhe had 'sung 
-at s·ehoo], she feU! very worried. She knew none of the 
other -chi1dren would dream of 'being aJbsent from the 
festiva.J imey so oIoved, but s'he dreaded- 'having to go:­
Could -she possibly persuade Granny to let her go to­
'sch'Ool·instead? It was most unlike1y. However, she dared -
to make her request, t!hough in fear and trembling. 

"Honorable Great Mother -of all, 'COuld I go as usual to 
read books with Teacher Ling? I don't want to go to the 
Dragon Festival." _ _ 

ReI" grandm'Other cou]dihard.Jy beHeve 'her- ea,rs; and 
when 'she did, her anger blazed out as' she shouted: "I 
never heard such, word-s in my Ii'fe! Of course you must 
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go! I'II have no 'One in ,this house albsent. If Me-Ling has evening she struck her to the ground with a heavy stick. 
put this fol'ly into your head, she, shalI feel the lash of my Pao-Me· remained still, without moving, even when her 
tongu'e." mother tried to raise her after some time. She looked so 

Pao-Me could not let her beloved teached be blamed. like death, they 'sent at last for Mrs. Ling who 'h~d been, 
"Not so H'Onorable 'Great ·Mother; it .is myself who would for a time, a nurse in' the miSISion h'Os'Pital. She came at 
rather ~ot "go." , once, and found Pao-Me in a dead faint, and it took 

I"Be silent, you ,S'tupid. 'little t<>;ad," said her gran~- quite a time to bring her out of it. 
mother. "I'll have no one in this 'house offend!ing the 'Mrs. Ling was anxious because Pao-Me was so very 
Dragon 'Spirit. If Me-Ling teaches you to neglect such wea·k., She managed. to persuade them to Ilet her 'take 
time .. honor~ worSlhi,p, I wiH not iet you ever go again Pao-Me .for a time, to nurse 'her back to :health, and give 
to her school." her alI the care she needed. 

"Honol"able Great Mobher, ,it :is I myself who wou1d Meantime her father returned, and! was extremely 
like so much 'better to read books tomorrow. \Teacher has angry When he heard everything. For once, he spoke ibis' 
said nothing about it." , mind to bios mother, and Itold her to 'a:Ilow Pao-me to .follow' 

"SHence!" shouted the old 'lady, threatening Pao-Me her "Jesus religion." He told her: "Things, are all 
with the heavy' red iacquer stick. '. changed now. AU these superstitions, and our 'O'ld-

The little girl knew there was only one thing Slhe could fa'shioned religion, are no longer being believed by our 
, do, and that was t9 pray to God, which :she did that night. people outside. I Ihave, myself, a'lways found ;the forelign 

Next morning she wa's U'P 'early and t'Ook tea to her outsiders good, just, and kind w~enever they have hired 
grandmother and mother, before 's'~e crept nOi.seles's1r out my boat. Recently I 'had a very ,painful ,sore on my foot, 
'Of ,the house. . Quickly she ran away to a httle h\ll1ock wh'ich one of 'them noticed. She wa-shed it clean with her 
outside the school where she sat ~own to think -about ,,'Own 'hands,anid, coveredi it wi,th wondenul ihealing medi­
it a:H. '·cine, and bound jot up. I te-H you, that foreign w'Oman. was 

"I d'are to stand ,alone. I Idid mean ~t when I 'sang it, as good a'S a mother with her 'Only son:-l can never .f'Orget . 
and the Lord Jesus must have heard me. I dare n'Ot tell ,it nor what we 'Owe to Me-ld'ng for we might have :lost 
Him a lie, and then take ,part ,in the Dr~gon(Dwo~.shl)i~; ,tJhechild, 'had she not prayed to her powerful God for 
I wiH be Ibrave, Hke that ,good: man Da-yee-lee ame. wisdom and help. I ten you, Pao-Me must be a'll owed t'O 

When she saw the school door open she slipped in un- worship her God; it wiU do her good, an'd not h,arm." 
seen, and sat down. in he~ place. ,!~e' room :was, of course, So it was that Pao-Me, .because 'Of her !brave stand for 

, e~pty, but later, .Mrs .. Lmg came In for ~ bo?k: Her sur- ',her Saviour, won her battle, and was made -a blessing not 
prise was great at seel~g one of the pu~lls Slttl~g there. on'ly to 'her own family but to all the neighbours in that 

"P.ao-Me!" 'she exclaImed, "Why. aren t you WIth your ., '., 
family at the feS'tivaI? I e~ected no one to come to school. VIllage. -The Sunday School T~mes 
to-day.." /, 

Pao.Me ,did not reply, but hent her head over !her book. 
, "I d'On't understand," said n'er teacher. "Did they not 
insist 'On your going with them?" 

'''Y.es, Teacher, when I told Honorahle Great Mother I 
wanted to come to sclloo'l instead, !;!he was very angry. 

. I knew ,s:he would force me to go, 'so I slipped out very 
early, :bef'ore anyone was up, to come !here." 

"But, Pa'O-Me, why did you d'O 'so?, Your Great Mother 
will be ky'i-s (amiry untQ death), -and will make you eat 
great b'itternes's fo,r opposing her." '. 

The 'little gjrl was si'lent beoforesaying very softly, "Oh, 
Teacher, I felt tltat .the Lordi Jesus would be sorry to see 
me taking part in the Dragon F~stival W orsh'ip." 

The teacher's face lighted up with joy, ,as she replied: 
"Thank God, Pao~Me, you felt you mu'st 'stand up for 

Jesus Christ 'Our Saviour:God. I fear, however, you. wil'l' 
have to suffer mUCh, dear child, and' only God can g·ive 
you strength to bear it:. You will stay with me all 'Clay 
now and we wi'll 'have a happy time together on 1Jhe hoills, 
It ~ll be.1ate before your family returns." 

Next morning, Pao-Me's 'grandmother sa:id, "You 'shall 
not go and read books -any more. I 'see I must teacll you 
les'sons instea:d." 'So began' ·for the poor child a ;hard time 
of tria:l and suffering. Not only was slhe kept at work 
all the day long, but she was cruelly punished, half 
starved, and abu'sed for no cause -at alL 

Her grandmother all'Owed, her to ,have just en'Ough food 
to keep her alive, ~d as Pao-Me rem~in~ firm in reo 
fusing to worship 'at 'the household shrme, 'slhe was often 

. severely beaten. 
. She was .forced to l'ight the incense sticks, 'but 'she re-

fused to bow. ·Th'i's So enraged 'her grandmother 'that one 

Reserve This Dale 
GOOD· FRIDAY, APRIL 19th 

8 II.~. . 

."THE GLORY' OF THE CROSS" 
A service of devotion and praise for choi,r and 

. congregation, led by 

SENIOR A:ND J:U~IOR CHOIRS ~ 150 'VOICES 

in 

JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
(cor. Jarvis and Gerraro Su.) 

GUEST SOLOISTS: 

CAROL KNIGHTS KERR (Toronto) 
Conb"alto 

MARY JEFFERY BAUMAN (London. Ont.)· 
Solo Violinist 

Mr~ c. L. Penney, Ohu1'Ch Organ,ist 
Miss J1!an Ibbotson. Pianist 

Programme ananged and directed 
by Mr. W. J. Hutchinson. Ohoir Leader 
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THE SUNDAY NEWSPAPER. 
A local newspaper has the unenviable record of being 

. the first to puh1iSlh a Sunday ed1i-tion. Su'eh 'an innova-
- tion . seems entirely unnecessary, as iate news is aV8iHa:ble 

.in ·printed form on Saturday evening and early Monday 
morning. It will mean that many more ind·iv:idua1s will 
have to engage in business during ·1ihe day. . 

This' ~s evidently a commercial undertalcing, with a 
prospect of making additional sa:leS' and increasing 1ihe 
revenue of ·the paper. But, to offset any monetary galn, 
the nature of 1ihe court proceedings launChed against the 
news'papers and. other news-gathering tfaci'J:ities indicates 
that the ISunday newspaper is ano1iher step, . and.a large 
step at that, 'toward' tJhe undesira'ble and world·ly ,goal ()f 
an "Open Sund'ay" such as i,s practised ~n many ·places. 
"Righteousness exalteth a nation," .and an individua'l ot: 
city or nation cannot expect to prosper if tit tl'gnores the 
diyine command, which is 'based' u·pon eternal principles, 
. "Remember ·the sa:bbatb diy to keep ~t holy." 

:The youth of our land, a's well as the adJu1ts, need'every 
encouragement to walk ,in the patJhs of rlglhteousness. On 
Sund~y mornings iboys are now delivering papers from 
door to door, spending their time on 'tJhe streets instead 

" of 'in the church of God,. Moreover, the reading of the 
Sunday pa~r .with its 'sport pages, com"icsand' other de­
partments will now occu·py the peop1e throughout the 

~ day, one more pre-occupation to -induce them to waste the 
preciou·s hours .of the Loi-d's Day and 'Stay away !from 
Hi-s House. Unfortunately manY,do not desire to attend 

. chu.rch, and both tlhey and. our country are, the worse. 
The problem of juvenile deliinquency 'is 'becoming ·very 
acute, and we must do all in our power to direct the 
minds of our youth ·toward' g!)odness and God, rather <tihan 
to cause their time 'and interest to be absorbed in·the 
pursuit of 'gain' or 'Worldly ·pleasu.res. on 1lbe wrd's Day: 

The godly pioneers of fhis country with their whole­
some respect for the w'rd's' House, the· Lord's nay and 
the Lord's Book were staunch ~n Character.' The modern' 
trendi of 'society with its looseness of moraHty win he 
stnl tfurliher advanced 'by this removal of Wholesome re-. 
·straint with- 'regard to the activities of Sund,ay. The 
introduction of Sunday commerei'al spor.ts was a tragedy 
in more way·s ·1ilian one, and it opened· the way for further 

,:violations of those princip1es of. righteousness Wlhich 
make ~ nation great. 

. REMEMBER THE SEMINARY IN YOUR' WILL 

We suggest that our fl:iends should remember 
Toronto Baptist 'Semi~ary in their win.. The proper 
form for this is: '" give. devise and bequeath 
the sum of __ ~ ___________ .!._ to Toronto ·a.ptfst 
Seminary. 337 Jarvis Street. Toronto 2, Caneda. 
associated with Jarvis St. Baptist Chu~ .. " We. 
are laying foundations for the future. and we are 
determined to make it as impossible as it 'is withIn! 
human power to do. that not" ~ne dollar given to 
T oro~o Baptist· Seminary shall be used for anything 
but the propagation of the gospel. ,,",,0 amount 
would be too'large. and certainly no amount would 
be too small. We earnestly solicit the gifts of.those· 
who believe in ministerial i!nd missionarY educafiolL 

Bible Sthool Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 Second Quarter .Lesson 3' Ap~il 21, 1957' 

A SALVATION. THAT_ENDURES 
Lesson Text: 1 Peter 1:1-12~ 
Golden Ten: "That the trial of. your faith,. being much more 

precious than of gold that. perisheth, though it be tried. 
with fire, might be found ·.u~to praise and honour ·and·· 
glo~ at the appearing of Jesus Christ."-1 Peter 1:7. 

Introduction: 
The Epistles. of Peter, two priceless gems of. Scripture~ 

were written by the devoted Apostlel Peter, who was one of 
the first to become a' disciple of J.esus Christ (John 1:40-42). 
Warm-hearted, impulsive and energe~ic, Peter accomplished 
much for the Lord anJi glorified ,Him in death, as in life • 

. Tradition affirms that he' was maJ,"ty.red· for his faitli in 
Christ (John 21:18). The fenror and eaJ,"Ilestness of this 
courageous servant .of the Lord are reflected in the-style 
of . the Epistle with its quick movement and Y;ivid, 'forceful 
language. • 

. The First Epistle was addressed primarily' to Jews scat­
tered in other lands, to the exiles of the dispersion in Pontus, 
Cappadocia, Asia and- Bithynia' (verse 1; 'compare Jas. 1:1). 
But Gentile Christians' are also included (1 Pet. 2:9, 10; 3:6), 
·inasmuch as in Clirist national, racial and religious barriers 
are dissolved: spiritually, that is, all are one in' Christ (Gal., . 
3:28). . . .' , . 

At·the time' of the writing of this Epistle, the Christians 
were enduring intense persecution. The Apostle 'Peter strives 
to encourage them by remillding them of the 'Saviour's suf­
ferings on their behalf, and by expounding the character, 
value and reward of Christian suffering, He, also warns them 
of future trials, . which are 'inevitable for tqe believer until 
the Coming of the Lord, w~en sorrow shan be turned into 
joy, tr!1gedy becomes triumph and trial gives place to 
glorious perfection. They must live. godly lives iii order 
to maintain a testimony among their persecutors. -Outline of First Peter: 

I. 'Qhristian Suf!~ring and Our Full Salvation: 
chap.l,. 

II. Christian Suffering and our Loving Saviour: 
'chap. 2. I I 

III. Christian Suffering and' the Unbelieving World: 
chap. 3. . 

IV. Christian Suffering and Future Glory: chap. 4, 5 •. 

Exposition: 
I. The Character of Our Salvation: verses 1-5 • . , 

. Our salvation is one which endures, since it is not the 
achievement of a mortal man, but is rather. the result of the 
eternal purpol,le' of the living God. Each' one who is saved 
has 'been elected or chosen by the Lord before the founda­
tion of the world (Eph. 1:3-11);· we did not choose the 
Saviour, but He chose us (John 15:16) .. This cqoice on the 
part of our Sovereign Lord was made according' tg His 
divine foreknowledge, for He knows beforehand all that' will 
ever take place (Acts'15:18; RC?m. 8:28-30).· . ' '. 

Our God is not only omniscient, but He is also almig~ty. 
He is able to bring "to pass that which He 'has purposed to 
perform (Rom. 4:21), and having determined to redeem man 
from sin, all three Persons of the Trinity' united. to' fulfil that 
glorious design. The Father in His wisdom planned our· 
redemption (Acts 2:23; 1 Pet. 1:20); the Son in His sacri­
ficial love procured'it; and the Holy Spirit makes it real in 
the experiem;e of' the individual believer by regenerating him 
and making him holy (verse·22),. As a result of God's choice 
and the work .of the Holy Spirit in .the heart, the believer 

. obeys the Gospel. According to th4;l symbolism of the Old 
. Testament, the ·spr.inkling of the blood of Christ suggests 

. that the covenant between God and Christ .has been ~tified 
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(Exod. 24:8; Heb. 9:18-20; 12:24), that we are being puri­
fied from day to day; (Heb. 9:21-23; 1 John 1:7), 'and that we 
have been set apart unto the service of the Lord (Lev. 8:15, 
22-24). . I' 

Because of. the abounding grace. and mercy of. God through 
faith in Christ, we have been liorn again, so that' we now 
have' eternal life (John 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:23). Because Christ 
rose again from the dead, we' too shall live eternally with 
Him (Rom. 8:11; 1 Cor. 15:20). As children of God we 
become heirs of God . (Rom. 8:16, 17; Gal. 4:7; Col. 8:24; 
He~. 9: 15) .. O.ur inheritance ~s not_ like· eal1;hly inh~ritances, 
whIch are lIable to· decay, whIch. ate usuaIJy marred by blot 
or stain of corruption and sin, and which flourish but for a 
time. (1 Pet.. 1:24, 25;· Jas. 1:10) .. Our inheritance is e~ernal, 
1,mchanging and unfading in its ·glory (Eph. 1:14, 18; 5:5; 
Rev. 21:27). 

Our treasure is deposited iIi heaven, where it is secure from 

eu to the suffering and ~he glory of Christ (Luke 24:26; 
Heb. 2:9, 10).'· , 

So great is our salvation that the holy angels of God desire 
more fully to comprehend its gr~deur. They do not know 
by experience the w.ondrous grace of God, for they have ·not 
sinned. It remains for. redeemed mortals' to become, as it 
were, ~xhibitors of the boundless wisdom, mercy and power 
of the Lord (Eph. 8:10). . 

, Daily Bible Readings 
April 15-Born again by the Enduring Word ... 1 Pet .. 1:13-25 
April 16-Bililt upon the Enduring Rock ............ 1 Pet. 2:1-10. 
April 17-Led by the,Eternal Shepherd ..... , ...... 1 Pet. 2:11-25 
April 1S-Adorned, )V~th'lncorruptible Beauty .... 1 Pet. 8:1-12 
April 19-Encouraged by the Eternal Christ .. 1 Pet. 3:13-22 
April 20-Warned by Eternal Judgment .................... 1 Pet. 4 
April 21-TRewarded by Eternal Glory .............. ' ...... ~. 1 Pet. 6 

all that destroys (Matt. 6:20), and the same Lord Who keeps 
the inheritance for us preserves us safely for the inheritance 
(John 10:28, 29; Jude 24). We are garrisoned by the power \ . 
of God (Eph. 1:19, 20). In the purpose of God our salvation 
is already complete. In the language of earth, the stage is 
already set, and when in the Lord's time the curtain. rise.s, 
our salvation will be revealed ~n all its perfection and glory 

.. ' Suggested Hymns 
How firm a foundation. 
Like a river glorious. 
I am not skilled. ..' 

(1 Pet. 6:1). . . - ' 

II. The Cost of Our Salvation: verses 6-12. 
In.one sense salvation is·fre~. We cannot earn it· by good 

works, bu~ it 'i~ bestow~d. without money and without price 
upon all who wIll believe (lsa. 55:1; Rev. 22:17). However, 
it was purchased, for. us at infinite cost,. even with the pre­
cious blood of God's beloved Son (verses 18, 19; Acts 20:28~. 
An elevator in a mine may p'rovide free transportation to 
visitors" although "jt cost the compa~y._~ousands of '·dollars. 
There is a sense, too, in which· 'it costs to· be ·a Christian; 
since Jesus paid it all, then we owe all that we are and have 

. to Him. Privileges bring responsibilities and obligations, 
(Luke 14:26, 27, ,83). The Apostle Peter reminds his read­
ers that suffering is a necessary accompaniment to the bless­
i~~ of being a Christian. Joy must sometimes be mingled 
WIth sorrow (2 Cor. 4:17; Jas. 1:2; 1 Pet. 4:12; 5:10). Mani­
fold temptations _~ust be expected, but manifold grace will 
help us to overcome (1 Pet. 4:10); there is grace to match 
every trial (1 Cor. 10:13). 

Faith is niore pfecious than gold, since it abides although 
gol4 perishes, and since spiritual gain surpasses in value 
maj;erial wealth. .Therefore, the trial of our faith· is more 
necessal"Y., and of greater value than the testing of gold. 
The fire will not 'hurt true. gold, but will refine it, causing 
the. impurities to rise to the surface, 'so that they may more 
elisIly be removed (Prov. 17:3; Zech. 18:9; Mal. '3:8; 1 Cor. 
8:18).' It is said' that in the refining of silver, a-.man must 
watch the molten mass very carefully, and. at the instant 
that he can see his face reflected in the silver he must remove 
the metal from the fire. Our Lord sitS as the refiner of 
silver, and when He sees His own image. reflected in the 
suffering ~aint, knows that the refining fire has performed 
its proper ministry. We are not to fear trials, but we must 
fear lest they depart from us 'with their sacred mission un­
accomplished: The trials of life may be painful and severe . 
but when the Lord comes, the period of testing will be over' 
and w~ shall. appear blameless before Him, bringing honou: 
and 'glory to Hls.great Name·(Deut. 8:16; Job. 23:10; 1 Cor. 
4:15; 1 Thess. 5:28; 2 Thess. 1:10).· Our joy will then be 

. complete. How great is the salvation which has been pur­
chased for us by our Saviour I . 
.. So great, indeed, is our salvation that it has Deen the 
subject of earnest enquiry. on the part 'of the Old Testament 
prophets. They were inspired by the Holy Spirit to write 
concerning the suffering of the Lord's Messiah (for ex-' 
ample, Psa. 22; Isa. 58) and· concerning the glory which 
should afterward follow, but they could not understand the' 
full significance of their- own writings. They. desired to 

. . identify the time to which their prophecies .referred but it 
w:as revealed to them that ~pese prophecies did not apply 
dIrectly to the people of· theIr own day; but rather to. those 
of a future generation. The Christians of .Peter's day had 
heard the Gospel preached unto them in the power of' the 
Holy Spirit, Who had been sent from heaven' on the Day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2:2-4), and they could understand as we 
Christians now understand, the references made by th~ proph-
". .'. 

Yield not to temptation. 
God make my life a little light. 
Fade, fade each earthly joy. 

CRE'ED' AND CONDUCT 
We want not merely ·a higoh and f'utl theology, .but we 

want t:h~-t 1!heology acted out in' life; embodied nobly in 
daHy dQing's, without anything of what the world calls 
"cant" 'and "sim-per". The higher tJhe 1!heology, the hig.her 
'and manlier should ,be the' life resulting from it. It 
s'nou1d .give to the -Christian character a·IlId bearing a 
divine erectpess and simplicity; true dlignJity .and de­
meanor, without pr:ide, or 'Stifd:ness, or coolness; true 
stren·gth of will, without obstinacy, or capr:ice, or way­
wardness. The hi-giber the doctrine is, the more oug.ht it 
to -bring. us into contact wi1!h '-the' ·mind of God, which-is 
"tlhe tru1!h", and with the will of 'God, which 'is "the -law". 
He who conclud'es tJhat, because he has reachecI the reg.ion 
of the '.'ibigher doctriines", /he may 'soar aibove the law, 
or above creed'll, 'or above cllur-Clies, or above the petty 
details of 'common duty, would need to be on hi'S guard 
against a blunted conscience, a self-made religion, and a 
wayward life: 

-HORATIUS BONAR 

JARVIS ST,llEET ~URCH CALENDAll 
SUNDAY 

9.415 Bible ·School for everybody, from grandfather 

11.00 
4.80 

'6.00 
7.00 

to the baby. 
Morning- Service. 
Afternoon Class. 
Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel. 
Reguiar evening service. -

TUE;SDAY 
8.00 Department81 Confere~es of the Bible School, 

followed by .the teaching of the le~on at 8.45. 

THURSDAY 
2.80 Senior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.' 

. 5.80 JuniOl" Dorcas Sewing Meeting. 
8.00 Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade . 

FRLDAY 
7.00 and 8.15-Juriior and Senior dloir practices. 
7.00 Friday Night Round-Up for boJ'l and girls. 

SATURDAY _ 
8.00 Grea~ Weekly Prayer Service in Greenway Hall. 

. ·1 

- I 
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Jarvis~St~eet Su~day Evening B·roadcasl 

Over C.HWO (dial 1250) 

7'.30 to 8.~0 

JARVIS STREET will broadcast . its first :service over Radio 'Station CHYlO, 
Oak~ille, next Sunday evening, April 14th, at 7.30. 

Arrangements have been made for a weekly broadcast of the $unday. eve­
ning s~rvices of Jarvis Street 'Baptist Church over Radio Sta,tion CHWO. The time will 
be from 7.30 to S.30 every Sunday evening. . 

CHWO is a new Radio Station located in Oakville, covering': the most thickly 
populated· area in O';tari~. It has been heard on occasions in Quebe.c,· Boston, New 
York, and 'as far away as Texas. Of course such a wide coverage is by no me'ans guar­
anteed: -... but when exc~ptional atmospheric conditions o.btain, as in the 'case of all radio' 
st~tion.s, it may be heard many miles beyond its usual range. Through this medium we ' 
shall doubtless have the opportunity of ministering God's Word every Sunday evening 
to vast multitudes of unconverted people. There are also many.of the Lord's saints who 
through particular circum~tances are .deprived on Sunday evening of gospel privileges. 
We t~ink especially of the shut-ins, ~he 'aged, and the sick, as well as those who must 
remain at home, or in hospitals, to atte~d the sick. 

In view' of the few ·radio broadcasts to be heard on Sunday evening, we consider 
this a rare opportunity. 

REQUEST FOR LETIERS 

We should be gre~tly obliged if every GOSPEL WITNESS reader who hears this first broao· 
- cast would send us a letter. Naturally, we are' deeply concerned, especially at the beginning of our 

broadcasting. over this new station, to know whether or not the service has been heard distinctly. 

Some may desire to help us extend the radio ministry by inviting their neighbours, who do not 
attend any evangelical church, to listen in. Invitation cards .!lith an attractive picture of Jarvis Street 

- Baptist Church on one side, wili be sent upon request to any who care to use them. . -: " 

RADIO FUND 

The radio ministry is' distinctly a missionary undertaking, and entirely 'a venture of faith. Our 
one .and only cibi~ct is to make known on a wider scale salvation through the blood of Christ. Our read. 
ers will readily recognize tbat in' order to maintain this vitally needed testimony much money will be 
required. We' therefore ask those who have some money for tJ;e propagation of the gospel, to send 
us gifts. For the· convenience of any who care to contribute, special envelopes have been 'prepared for 

. this purpose. . 

Address all correspondence to: 

JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2, Canada. 
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