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REJOICING IN ANOTHER'S JOY 
. THE ·a'Ssumptio.n .that t:hEi w'Orld 'Of men and wo.men 

. . " 'i-s 'always in need .o.f sympathy i's very ·general. But 
tj·suaHy H is a sympathy o.f a ·so.mbre hue' that is meant. 
When the winds df adverSity iblow, when afflictio.ns co.me, 
when pecuniary -l'Osses are e~periimced, when the shadow 

"()f t!he black-winged, angel faUs athwart; tJhe thresho.ld, 
when 'he ha's co.me.,'and has -left b~hand ihim an empty 
crad1e o.r 'an empty chair, - an then: it is a virtuo.us :thing 
to. weep with tho.se who. weep. . . 

,And, 'indeed~ _ it is no.t diifficult! Th~re is' a ,pr<),verb 
to. tfue 'effect tJhat -misery lo.ves" 'Co.mpany. "The scho.ol 
boy who finds his name at the bottolrJ. 'Of the li·$1; When 
examina,tion results" are published, feels very kind:ly to. 
the ,lad; whO' 'answers to the name that is n~t to ihis. 
The man at :the corner ·sto.re, who. .is finding business 
a bit dun, gets a 'good deal of comfo.rt out o.f the diiscovery 
that another 'store-keeper ·not a block away is doing no 
better. When a-man in ,a par.ticuIar kind of business dis­
covers that he has reached the limit of endurance, and 
fa'Ces bankruptcy, he finds a measure of justification for" 
his failure in the faCt that" an'Other man -in the same Hne 
orf !business became IOankrupt last week. 

'Ana, even tJhe preacher w]lOse congregation is declin­
ing, after preaching"to a nearly empty cilu'l'Ch 'On ·Sunday, 
when 'he· attends the ministerial meeting Monday morn­
:iiIg, and hears a "man deliveran'a1ddl'ess on the effect of 
the rad;io and the mo.tor 'Car on churCh attendance, and 
o.bserves ihow ihe inveigh,s aga-inst all the modern inven­
tions which lure people away f,rom church - the pasto.r 
o.f the empty churc~ leads in the applause, for now he 
has found some sort of explanation 'Of Ibis seeming .faHure. 
And! when the meeting is over, every preacher who had 
a poor',time yesterday, with few people to ihear him, finds' 
~me consolation.'in learning that ihewas not the.onlY one 
who. 'was .for~aken"f .. . 
. But it is another matter - and, we venture· to'"'think a 
virtue' of a mu'en h;igher quality, wlhich enables a man 
to "rejoice with 1ihem i;ihat do rejoice". It would 'be very 
difficult for a rejected· Iover to be groomsroan to 'h~s sue- " 
~sg;ful rival! And perhaps equally dHficult for a woman 
to he ·bridesmaid . to 'One by who.se superi'Or attractions" 
she had been·ecHpsed! Thi'S wl'liter" :used to play cricket 
once o.f a day, and it_was always considered a gentlemanly 
and' sportsmanHke t~ing for the captain of the 'defeated 

eleven to propose three cheel'S to tJhe victors. To. forget 
one'·s own defeat in 'the joy 'Of another's victory, to lift 
one'·s 'Seif .from"'a sense of failure throu'gh the exhilarating 
news of another"s succeS's, is to aeh-ieve Ii measure o.f 
character belonging only to I full-grown men. rrhe ability 
~ find one'·s" joy in ·another's happiness, and to drown 
one's ,poignant sorrow in the cup that is ·emptied in 
honour 0If another'!!, glory, "is muc'h needed in the rellt- " 
tion'Sihips of Hfe. 

But we h'ave written tl).us !because we have ih'ad espe­
cially ,in mind, the p.eed f'Or 1:JMs Crowning virtue in 
minis-ters of the gospel. Jealousy is t}le greatest of all 
mini-steri'al vJces. 'Dhere are ministers wh'O. are .ready 
always to justify 1Jheir. 'Own or an'otfuer',s failures, but 
who 'seem incapable of rejoicing When bless;ing Tests in· . 
superahundance upon an'Other's ministry. Men 'are not­
all ·equally gifted. . It is 'folly to say that every man who 
is faithful to the go.spel will attract a'large congregatio.n. 
Some of the most faithful and devo.ted ministers we h'a-ve 
ever known were not 'attractive preachers, 'and had to 
"con;t~nt themselves a:ll thei'r lives with .. a comparatively 
small and obseure field of 'service. They did good work; 
they did work tJharf; win be found to be gold., si1ver, and 
·precio.usstones, an the day when the. fi.re . will try every 
man's work of What sort it is. But they were never 
looked upon as men Who hard achieved Sl:1'CCes'S. 

'On the o,ther hand, there have been men of unusual 
"gifts who, If'rom the 'beginning, have commanded atten­
tion, and to. >the end· of their careers have met with 
success. And it is certa-inly: not ea'sy for a man whose 
limited powers 'have doomed ibim to 'Obscurity 'g,reat1y to 
rejoice in the gifts o.f one who.se success has brought him 
into prominence. 

Every man to whom God 'has ,given a meaSillre of 
strength must !be prepared -for many a diIsappointment 
,in 1iliis respect. If he serves from pure motives, if !his 
deske ,i's rfqr the salvation of ·souls and the g.lory of God, 
when' 'success attends 'hIs ministry and multitudes are· 
manifestly converted 'and the name of the Lord 'is !h'On­
oured, he naturally expects·e-very otller true servant of 
the ·Lord to.· share in his rejoicing. When he disc&vers 

~t'hat those who ought to rejoice wi1fu. !him husy tJhem­
selves in d,isco.unfiing 'his "ministry; lin decl'aring t'hat j·t 
is a nine-day.s'wonder., that it is due neither ~ his' 
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intellectual powers nor spiritual gifts, but chiefly to his 
egotism and to -the exercise -of the only gift !his ~itics 
are ready to aclmO'Wl~dge, na~ely, to advertise himself 
- when ,he meets with all 1ih.lis he must !be careful to 
keep ,his heart with all diligence lest bitterness should 
take possession of him. 

The great -Dr. Russell H. Conwell once told the writer 
that ,for the first ten years of 'his Philadelphia ministry 
he was not able to attend i1Jhe- Baptist Ministeria,l Asso­
ciation because the rbretJ1iren, _each Monday morn,ing, were 
chiefly engaged in -an endeavour to- explain ~way the 
great multitudes that h'ad- waited on Dr. Conwell's min-
istry the day before! . _ _ .__ _ _. 

I,s there 'any CUTe. for this ministerial ·v,ice?.-Yes, there 
1-S one: "Except a corn of wheat fall into 1:Jhe ground ~nd 

-die, it a'bidethaJone." The man whom our Lord- Himself- __ 
descrilbed as -being- more tihan a prophet was not' oniy 
willing to fade 'away -.into obscurity, but desired, So to do, 
saying, "A --man can I'eceive nothing, except ,it -be g,iven 
him from heaven. -Ye yourselves bear me witness, that 
I said, I am not the Christ, -but -that I _ am sent before 
him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the 
f'riend ()rf the bri;degroom, wh_ich standeth and _ heareth 
him, rejoiceth greatly ibecau-se of 'the ,br:ideg,room's voice: 
-vMs my "joy therefore ,is fuUi1led.. He mu~t..increase, but 
I must decreas-e." . 

Only as the preacher g-ets into Tigtht relationsh,ip with 
Christ Himself ·will he be aJbIe ,to put -the interest of the 
work of Ohri&t arid the souls of men and the honour of 
the rit'inistry -above al1 personal consi4erations. 'Dhen he -
will be aple to "rejoice with them that do rejoice". 

-DR. T. T. SHIELDS 

THE' WEEK·END SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET 

~THE week -of March -26th to 31st will long be remem-
'bered -by the members' and friends of J al"Viis Street 

Church who were privHeged to hear the fine Scriptu,ral 
messages delivered by ou-r ;vi'siting preacher, Rev. E.W. 
Johnson of 'l\.rkansaS, U .B.A. He had come to deliver 
speci'al lectures in Toronto Baptist Seminary on the 'im­
porumt theme~ "Baptist Di'stinctives" and each one of 
th'is -series of iectures was most -instructive as he guided 
our minds and hearts in the -perusal o.f the Sciipturai doc­
trines of Bapti-sni, the -LOrd~s SUPPeT, lfue Church and the 
Wo-rks of Grace. -

On Thursday ev'ening Mr. Johnson expounded with' 
clarity and power the doctrine of \Total Depravity and 
the means -whioh Grace uses to restrain man :in his love 
of -sin. -Shice the wrOIlg kind 'Clf religious teaming is 
one of the ,things that destroy -the consciences of -men,' 
wha~ -a great responsi'bHiity rests upon the preacher and 
the teacher. It would be an awful 'thing to see our_ 
Western civi'liza:tion with all its glory come down :to ruin 
as Idid the Graeco-Roman E'mpire. We dare not presume 
upon the 'future. Let us be warned,- of the burning judg­
ments of God against s;in. _ 

"The Greatest Question in all the Bible" was the theme 
of Mr. John!!On's- ~orning -messag~ on Sundat, March 
3'1:8t. -That questjon is "For whom did Christ die?" and 
the a:nswer is found -in- 'IsaIah 53. Our justif~cation an4 
ou,r regeneration are .found -in the death of Christ. The 
death of .christ -is- Umitedi ,in application anid in design, 
but not in value. . _-

In the eveniing the power of the Holy 'Spirit was man-i~ 
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,fest lin a marked degree iIi: -the hea-rts of 'thos-e present 
as Mr. Johnson gave his fiiml message, speaking on 'the 
~eme, "The Message,and" M-eaning of Pentecost" -(Acts 
2 :-1-36). ,The- Day of Pentecosit was one 'Of the seven 
g-reat feast days of the Jews. It symbolized 'the giving 
of -the law at .8inai- and commemorated the first fruits 
of -the wheat har:vest, thus -being 'a prophecy of the new 
law of the Spirit and the fi,rat fruits of th-e Gosp~ age. 
God -spoke .to Israel on this d'ay iin ;the ,languages of the 
Gentiles. After -quoting fue. propheCy in Joel 'regarding 
:the pourjng oilt -of the Spirit upon all'flesh; the Apost1e -
Peter delivered his 'great '-sermon, -concluding with. -tJhe 
words: "Therefore -let alP the house -00' I&l"ael lqiow 
a-ssuredly, t'hat God: h-ath maJde that Same Jesus, whom 
ye !have .cruoified,' IbOfu Lorn and Ohrist" (Acts·2:86). 
How would: they know?- By1lhe 'signs andwoildeTs per­
formed by our ,Saviour, by-I His- d:ea'th, hy His resurrec­
tiion, by -seeing the fulfilmerit of"1:Jhe many prophecies_con- _ 
cerning Him; but -abo:ve all, 'by t;he sovereign Holy 'SpiTit, 
who convinces men_ of sin, -rig~teousness arid_ j~dgment. 

Thus ended another blessed week and another -blessed -
Lord':s -Day ,in Jal"V'i-s Street, when the name pf ifihe Lo:rd~ 
was magnif.ied and -_His Gospel was 'jo)'lfully, fittinglYj- . 
tenderly and yet solemnly pr:oclaimed. -

-'-(> 
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1Jn iltmurtam 
DR. P. W. PHILPOTT 

On Monday, April 1st, Dr .. P. W. Philpott, honoured 
servant of the Lord and 18!ithfuI minister of the Gospel 
for many years,. d~par.ted to be with Christ. He was in 
hi,s 92nd year. In spite of his advanced years, and a.t-

. though he had officially retired from active pastoral 
duties in 1982, !h4!l continued <to preach with vigour and 
power, 'even a's late 8.6 February of this year. Many 
were the calls he received to preaCh itJhe word in' all parts 
of .the country; .he was always welcomed by tihose who 
love 'tihe Lord and His yv ord. He' had a warm spot in . 

" his heart for Jarvis Street, and from' ,the tiine when they 
.ministered togetiher in lJamilton, he and Dr. Sbields ha'd 
been personm lriends. as well as' associates' iIi the work 
of GOd. They ~ 'stoOd, together for many years in the 
·foref.ront of the battle as ·stalwarts of the fai:tih: "There 
were g'i-an,ts ·in the land in those days." Dr. PhHpott 
preached wi.fh great aeceptance in Jarvis Street Ohurch 
on many occasions, and he regretted that because of ill­
ness he was unable to· fulfil ihis 'appointment to preach 
in Jarvis. Street on March "8rd, the·li.rst Sunday after 
Dr. Slade's .return. from the West Indies. . 

Converted as a' youth When ihe heard ;the .Gospel being 
preached and 'sung by a Iban.d of .Salvation Army workers 
o.n· the 'street, he :was train'~ as an 'Army officer, then 
later left the Army and engaged in evangelistic work in 
Hamilton. Known and beloved· as a friend of 'bhe com­
mon ·people, he was use4 to bdng multitudes ·to the Lord, 
people of all walks and aU stations in loife.Tihose con­
verted througth Ms ministry needed. sihepherding, and 
the Gospel TalbeI:Ilacle was organized, Which later be­
came known. as . P.hilpott lTabernacle, in honour of its 
lounder. . This church has continued to be the centre of 
an- evangelical and eVangeUstdc' testimony. Dr. PhiipOtt 
ministered also in Moody. Memol'lial: Church, 'Ohicago, and 

. in the ChurCh of' the Open D'oor; Los Angeles. Of late 
years he !bas made ibis' !hOme ·hi Toronto. He is now with 
his Lord, Whom he -loved. and, served, 'reaFizing ttihe joys 
o.f tlhat better. aand, the eternal bliss of whiCh was ever 
his in~iration. 

Mrs. Pihilpott, .a ·true mother in I8I'ael, passed: away 
about a year ago. She was always closely' associated w.ith 
Mm in 'l;he work, and' for yeal"S 'slhe relieved her husband 
by conducting tihe regular Tuesday night meeting for 
praye.r and testimony, presiding with grace ·and. power. 
Like her husband; she was a' .person of deep spiritual in­
sight and true humility, and! both ·possessed~to a marked' 
'de~ree that saving sense of humour. '. 

THE GoSPEL ,WITNESS and the Jams Street Church. 
family extend d"eep Ohri,stian sympathy to :the Philpott 

. family, espemally to Ithe seven sons and· live daughters. 
'Dbe funeral serv.ice wHllbe iheldfrom 'Philpott Tabernacle, 
Hamilton, on Thursday, Apr.il 4th, at 2.00 p.m., With 
buna:! in Ham:iltoit Cemetery .. 

·;DR.. T. T. SmELDS·· . 
Two years ago; on April 4, 1955, the Lord took to be 

with, Himself Dr. '.1;. T. S'hdelds, honoured Founder' and 
F.irst Editor of T;HE' Gos~ WITNESS, Founder and Fi.rst 
President of Toronto Baptist ,Seminary, renowned Pastor 
of Jarvis Street Qhurch,' outstanding leader, preacher, 
t~dher and d.efende.r of the faith. 'On :tihis anni:versary 

occasion we pause to do 'ihonour to the memory m one 
who was truly beloved by th~se who were determined to 
stand for the Lord. and for the integrity of His Word 
at a ,time when -Modernism and Modernistic leaders 
soug.ht to capture the Baptist strongholds. At the same 
time, Dr. Sihoield-s, like the Ma'ster Whom he loved and 
served with such 'sacl'lificial and fearless devotion, was 
truIy h'ated: an'd yet feared Iby.the foes of righteous·ness 
and truth. 

Dr. 'S;melds was a man of power and conviction. His 
vision as a prophet ot . til).e ·Lord, .!his grasp ()f the truth 
and his ou,tstand~lig ability to ·make that truth kriown 
were gifts granted to him in a" large measure. He waS 
indeed a great man, and 8!S time goes on, his ;grea'fness [S 
being more and more appreciated... So -·strong·ly did he 
build upon the foundations of ·Scrl·ptu.ral principles that 
the course .of the great work whiCh he established, was 
well chaded, and- is now being carried on ably by his 
former as'sociate. and friend~ Dr. H. C. Slade. 

.once again we give thanks to the Lord for His valiant 
servant, truly a gif,t to His Chu·roh. A great host of 
saints in all parts m the earth who !have been ·blessed by 
the world-wide ministrY of Dr. Shields join us on this 
day in giving thanks for him, and in :pray-ing that the 
Lord Himself will enable His people to "Go forward" to 
higher iheights of 'spiTitual attainment and usefulness. 

"For all the 'saints who .f.rom their labours rest, . 
Who Thee by faith before 'the wOl'lld confessed, 

.!Thy'Name, 0 Jesus, be lor ever blest. 
Hallehijah! . 

"Thou wast their Rock, thei·r Fortress, and their 
M,igib.t; . 

'l'hou.,- Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight; 
,Thou in ,the darkness drear thei,r one true Light. 

Hallelujah! . 

"0 may Tihy soldiers faithful, trqe and bold; 
,F-ight 'as the saints who nobly fought mol!!, '. 
And win, with them, the victor'~ crown of gold .. 

Hallelujah! . " 

"0 ,blest communion! fellowship divine! 
We feebly -struggle, they. in glory s'hine; 
Yet all 'are on~ in Thee, for aU are Thine: 

. Hallelujah ! - - . 
"And when the stri.fe 'is fierce, .the warfare long, 

." ·Steals o~:fue ear·the distant triumph-Song; 
.And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong" 

Hallelqjll'h! 
. "Tille golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to f~ithful wal"l'Iiors co.m~ il."est; 
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest. 

Halleluj8!h " 

. "But Io! there breaks a yet mqre glorious day; 
rrhe saiDltS triumphant ·ri'se ,in bright array; 

. '!'he King of Glory passes on His way. 
Hallelujah! . 

"F,rom·earth's wide·bounds, from ocean's farthest 
coast, . 

IThrough gates of pearl streams 'in the countless .host, 
'Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 

. Halleluj'8!h!" -.' . :':, 
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" BE YE STEADFAST, UNMOV'EABLE" 
, ·A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

., 

Preached in Jarv,is St. Ba·ptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, October 15th, 1933 

(Sten~graphically Reported) 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,. ilnmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch' as ye know that your labour is not in: va.in in. the 
Lord."-l Cor .. 15:58. 

. Prayer Before the Sermon 
'We thank Thee, 0 Lord, that Thou art not a God Who is 

afar off, but One Who is nigh. We bless Thee that though' 
we could not ascend to where Thou art, Thou hast conde­
scended to our low estate; though we could not by searching 
find Thee, it has pleased Thee to reveal Thyself to us. We 
thank Thee that we know where Thou mayest be found. We 
rejoice in the word of Him Who said, I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by 

'Me. We come to Thee through Jesus Christ. Lord, help' 

, ' . 
truth that it, is because we are saved by the precious blood, 
and made .T~ine .own dear children, that· nothing escapes Thy 
notice, and nothing is without Thy providential care. 

Lift up our hearts this morning. May everyone leave here 
to-day' with' a song· of praise in his or her heart, giving 
thal,lks to God because we are not left to' fight life's battles 
alone. . .:' 

Bless this great company of young people. For the young­
est child we pray that early ill life he or she may be led to 
Christ, that their fathers and mothers may be saved if they 
are not saved; that the children may be' used of God to this 
end. Graciously look upon the boys .and. girls. Save them, 
we pray Thee, from the pitfalls prepared for unwary feet. 
Sometimes we feel the streets' a~e thronged with perils for 
little children, and yet how much more menacing and peril; 
ous are the unseen dangers! .How real are ·the enemies of' 
boys and girls, and young men and women: and indeed of 

us to come this morning. Remove all difficulties from our 
path; dissolve, we pray Thee, all obsta!!les. , Make for every 
one of us an open path into Thine immediate presence, for 
we all need Thee. Far more important is it ,that we should' 
consciously come into ··the presenc.e 'of God than that we 
should come to this house of prayer ... ,We thank ·Thee· that 
Thou art here, that Thou art waiting to bless us, that Thou 
art ready to hear the cry of Thy· believing people. But we' 
desire to become forgetful of these material ·surroundings, 
and enter particularly into the presence of God. 

- all of us. 0 help us' to find refuge in Christ, to recognize 
that-our only safety is found at His side.· . 

. We come to Th!le this morning with many. burdens .. We 
thank Thee for the lifting of the greatest of all burdens, the 
burden of our, sin.· Therefore, would we make mention of 
the precio,us blood, of the perfect righteousness of our Lord 
Jesus. Oh,. that the sacrifice of the cross, alld. the media­
torial work of our great High Priest may be made real and' 

'precious to us by the ministry· of Thy Spirit. Once again; 
o Lord,.we come saying:' 

"Nothing in my hands I bring, " 
Simply:to Thy cross I cling." 

Whatever our condition, whatever our' need, whatever our 
peculiar mood may be, help us to really cast our 'burdens 
upon' the Lord this morning. And our burdens are many. 
Look upon this company of people, and by Thy grace enable 
us to surrender everything to Thee. We keep to ourselves 
very often the. burdens which bow us down; we keep to our­
selves the problems which can· find 1(heir on,Iy solution in 

. Thee. We seek often, to. walk by the· light of our own wis­
dom, when w.e are safe only as we walk in. the counsel of 
God. We endeavour too often, by the exercise of merely 
human effort· and power, to do .that which can be accom­
plished only by the power of the Holy Ghost. LO.i'd, save us 

, from ourselves, and the folly of all self-effort that is divorced 
from the mighty power of God, ;Look upon us in our indi­
vidual needs, the troubles of our hearts, the anxieties of our 
minds, the things that press us roundabout' in .all the rela­
tionships of life; fathers and mothers, husbands and .wives, 
brothers and sisters, children, all 1;!earing their, share of diffi­
culties, perhaps because things are not all that they' Qught 
to be in the' domestic sphere. Lord, lift these burdens.' Help' 
us that we may endqre what cannot 'be removed, and that we 
may receive grace fro~ Thee to stand upright .even under 
the oppressions of life, if we can be sure that it is the will-

, of divine Providence that so we should do.' 
Keep.clear before .olir .eyes the great truth that· all things 

work togetper for good to them' that love God. Help us to 
find Thee in all the little things of life, to recognize God in 
our adversities, in our pain as well as in our pleasures, in 
the winds that are contrary as well as in the south wind that 
blows softly. H~lp us that we. may clearly compr~hend the 

. Command Thy blessing upon all th~ interests of Thy 
church the world around. May every witness to the power 
of the gospel be divinely energized! May the word of the 
truth of the gospel I:!e used to the salvation of 'many this 
day in this and in all other lllnds, to ·the praise and glory 
Of Thy grace wherein Thou dost make Thy believing people 
accepted in the Beloved. ' ' ' 

Hear us, we pray Tlree,.for Jesus' s,ake, Amen. 

To H~ V~ plent! of work" to do is one o~ .the greatest 
of hfe s hlessmg's. Is~ppose most of us have !felt, 

foolishly, at som~ time or another, ,thlllt we have 'bad too 
much'OO do, and have cont~mplated w.ith a .good-deal of 
'satisfaction a '·period of ,lei,sU're, of ,inactivity' When' 'We 
In'ight :have nothing to do. Bu.t that would, be 'a d'oubtful 
'blessing for any of us. !The worst subject if:hat 'Can en­
gage our thoughts, "thE;! subject that wHl bring g.reatest 
misery to yourse~f is to think- about :yourself. A lot of 
people a,re perpetuaHy m!iserable ibecaus'e they ihave noth­
ing else 'to d'O !but ·think a'bout themselves' - and what­
ever opinion you ,may entertain of yourself, you are a 
poor subject for medi;tati'on. You will f'ind 'no'satisfac-
tion there whatever. . 

I have in mind some people who were hlessed, or other­
wise, with a competence which ena'bled tnem to take what .. 
ever -leisure they wanted, and I observed that the sli'ght­
est ailment pul them to bed, and sometimes necessitated 
the 'Care of a nu,rae. I 'have 'said; to· myself of,ten a,s I 
ihave thought. of those people: There are thousand's of 
'people, men and women, in thi-scity, who have to go to 
work every m'Orning, who. are phys-icaHy in ,much worse 
cond,i-tion than these people who are .cared ;for iby .a nurse. 
And ,it is,a blessing to have t~ go to wor~ in the morning. 

You have heald,' per1!aps, ~e ~storY of the '-bishop who 
was d-i'sposed' to be 's'omeWhat indulgent of h·ims:elf. He 
had a coloured servant. He ,had gon!!, with. hi'S se'rvant, 

•. 1 
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,to 'a certain ploa:ce to preach, and when morning '.broke he 
told the coloured :man that ihe was no't feeling very well, 
'and Ithat 'he would :have to ·go down to :the Vicar and tell 
him that !he would 'hav~ to do his own preaching that day, 

. the bishop was -indisposed, 'and would Ibe unable to preach. 
:r·he· coloured m8:h said, "NoW, just wait a liottle iW'hHe. 
I win. get you a cup of coffee, and perhaps you will feel 
better presently." And so 'he :brought him up a CUP' of 
cof,fee, 'and- ·the bishop drank it, 'and then he coaxed Mm 
out of bed, ·and helped him Ito dress, and 'said, "Now don't. 

. Y:'011 think, after 'all, you 'COuld manage?" "Well, I do not 
kno\f; perhaps I could." He went to church, and he came 
back afterwards riding upon Ms hig'll .places, happy as 
'could ,b·e. The servant, ·fumHiar ·wioth his master said, 
''Well, and how_ "do you feel now?" "Oh, fine! ibe sa,id, 
"I a~·g}.ad I preached this morning." "A'll," said the serv­
ant, ."1 thought you woi.lld feel better if you 'got ,that 
sermon out of you:r system." 

There are a ,lot' of people whO' would ,feelmu'ch better 
if they had 'some1)hing more to do; and instead of ,sitting 
down -and -moping, t'hinking about yourself, :you oug'h,t to 
have' some O'bjective interest in life to which all· your 
powers' may be d,irected, 'S'O that you 'Slhould be so busy 
,in 'tlle Lord's service t'hat you should not 'ha,ve Hme to' 
think of "yourself! 

'S'O I ibring tMs_familiar t~xt tha~' we may find in it an. 
a·rgument, an ·exqo;l"tation,. and a wol'1d of encouragement. 

'I. .' 
. 'The apoSf.le. Paul was one Orf the greatest of aIr logi­

cians. I{e delighted in -argumentation. If you want ,to' 
learn something! of the principles of logic; study the 
epi'stle to the Roman,S, or any', indeed of r·aul's writings. 
Observe 'how frequently he employs that 10gicHm's word. 
"Therefore", He ·alway.s had a ,reason for saying whaLhe 

, g·aid,. and for urging upon ihose to whom he wrote ,the 
duties he wou:ld ;enjoin. And 'at the -end of 'this one 'Of 
t'he greatest trea!tises ever wr-itten, 'he puts in ··this word 
of exhortati<?n,e~hol"ting the 'carnal ·people to strenuous 
endeavour -in ,the work of 'the Lord .. HE RiELATES 
THAT EXH.oRTATION TO WHAT HAS GONE BE­
FORE,·.and -says; "Therefore, beca'u'se t'hi-s t'hing is true, 
for this reason' I exhort you to do" ·thus and so, . 

.' There ought ~lwa:ys to h~ a reason for what we .be­
lieve. We ought::to have 'a reason for believing w.hat we 
helieve, 'and a reason for doing what we do... .The religion 
of ,the Lord Jes'u's -is preeminently.a reasonahle ·religion. 

·It is designed 'f'O~nienand wO'men 'Of an enIlghtened in-
. teUi.gence, for people whos'e unders·tandings have not 

been atrophied,or stulti,fied., ibut whose understandings 
have 'been enlightened 'by the Hluminating ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. ~The ;rel!igion of Ohrist never p~,ts a premium 
upon ignorance, never asks u.s to tal«~' things for g,ranted. 
Our faith i.s to ,rest upon'a d,ivine revelation, and that 
divine revelation, will always be f'ound to be in complete 
accord'. with enUghtened reason. 
. 'There' are thos'e who 'say 'they want a practical religion 
~and 'aU true r~ligion is practical ;6ut surely we must 
!believe before we act. You will find that it is .inv~·riahly 
Paul's way. to lay down for 'any exhortati'On which he may 
give to' his. 'readers, . a clear, ·sound, coniprehen~ive, dO£.­
trinal statement. I think zio greater condemnation ot 
the so,..called 'Oxford GroU'p _Movement could possibly be 
passed; no dearer revelation Orf ,its entirely unchristian 
character could be found than·.in its boast that it 'is 
entirely divorced from doctrine; that everybody may jo'i:!~ 

the Group, and Ibring ibis 'Or ,her own doctrine to it - high- -..... 
chureh, low chul'Tch, no church at all. It does not make 
any difference. Say they, "We have no. d'OCtr.~ne." W~H, 
that which 'is divorced f'rom sound iloctrine, or sound 

·tearoo'ing, that which' has no philosophical basis in sound 
reason. at tlie 'ba'se' of it,' is never Christian - never! 
Theref'Ore, my beloved friends; know why you do the 
thing. . - -

I heard a story.. I was telling the students about ,it the 
other day. A certain railway su:perintendenit had come 
newly to a divi'sion, 'and 'he looked dver the Ust of work­
men in aU the departments -under ihis direction, that he 
might know tlle quality of the per.sonnel of his ·staff. He· 
found there the name of one man who 'had been empioyed 
regularly for t~eniy years, and in tw.enty years !he -had 
never missed a single hour, nor 'had h'e eve,r been late by 
·so muooas a ·minute for' twenty years .. The superin­
·tendent~said, '~That is 'a remarkable record, I mUllt make' 
that man's acquaintance." He 'sent for him; and the man ' 
came in. The superintendent 's'aid, "You are So-'and-So?" 
"Yes, sir." "And you have ~een in the service of the 
'company in: tih:is divi'sion '~Qr t'We~ty years?" "I think that 
is right, sir." "And in ·al1 ·tllat time you have never buren 
a il'Oliday;. you. have' never lost a single day, nor a ·single 
hO'ur? Is ·that correct? "I think ifuat,i,s cor-rect, sir." "And 
further," 'said the 'sup'eriritendent, i'l.find :this: remarkabJe 
record ·that fQr twenty years yoil.~ave.nev~r b~en late 
once. I co'ngratulate you. That -i,s a -Splendid record. What 
do you do?" /'Oh,'~s~id the man, '~heil the trains ~ome 
in I go alo.ng .and tap the wheels.'~ "And· you: 'have 'be~n 
tapping the ·wheels for !twe'nty' years?" "Yes,. sir." "Wdl, 
what !do you dQ that for?" "I don't know," he said. 

T,here a·re some religious peOple who 'have been repeat­
ing their 's'hibbol~tihs, ·saying their prayers', going through 

. a form of worship, calling themselves by a' certain de­
nominational name, and if you 'YVere to say !to them, "How 
long hav:e· you heen ·here?". "Twenty years," or "Thirty 
years." "Why d'~ you' do 'tihi's?:' "I don't know." .. "Why 
do you 'beHeve that?" "I don't know." "Is ii sQri.ptural?" 
"I 'don't know." And they don't know. , . . 

.. 'Tohat . is not the Christian 'religion. 'The Chris.ti'an 
religion is for the whole man; 'and our minds must be 
occupied with ,the' thiings- :ilia't· we dp;· and we must sing 
not wiih th'e voice only, but with the understanding. w~ 
must pray. with the understanding. ·Thewholf. man is to 
-be 'f'looded: witll"divine light, so that we know why we do 
certain things. You can never 'have '~a sound character 
tbat is not 'built.upon a sound foundation. The man must 
be ,informed, !instructed, 'if.he :is to h·ave.a ,rea·son for the 
'hope that is 'in him. . 

Now i,t is impossi'ple to rev,iew thalf great fif,teenth 
chapter of First Corinthians, but it is sigJ;iificant tha:t 
thi's simple, exhortation to do -is ibased upon this Iong 
·Ch·apter wr.itten for the -pu.rPose of enabling the . .people 
to know. So let 'i~. ibe our a~bi'tion, 'as Ohristians, to \be 
enlig'btened Christi'ans,- to accept nothing because some­
body else 'has accepted it, hut to s'earch the scriptures, to 
enquire whellier these things are8~., ' .. 
. I have so often ;said it, 'and yet I wHl ventU-re to ·re­
'peat it. I knew a man when I was in London, who u.sed 
to enjoy my .sunday morning 'sermons very mueh. And 
he "nodded assent" to everything I said because he al­
ways slept ithroug'h while I was preaching. .one Sunday 
morning as I met- him at the door 8.)I'l he was going out 
'he 'said, "A'h, Pastor, that w-as a great sermon this morn­
'ing. I always say Amen to ev~ing you say." "Well,'" 
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I said, "I don't want to carry tha'i' resp~nsfbility. ,You know how ,long before th~t,:.r, do not believe he has been 
think ~bo~t what I ,say-, and stay aw:ake While I ~ay, It, inside another Church than i'h,is. I do not believe he bas 
so as to make sure that what 1 say is scriptural." , 'been absent morning o:r eve~ing 'When 'it was ,possible for 

I hea,rd of a gOQd Sc()tch' lady, wJI.'O, whe~ the minister him to be here. Have you ~y idea why the churcll de,. 
wa's home, always sleptsound,ly, and when:!he was alWay pends on him? Simply becalise, ,above,everYthing eIse, to 
she always was wide aw.ake. When asked why it was" she many, gracious qualities is:; add'ed, the quality of sted­
said, $le knew 'that ,when the minister was in the pulpit fastness.' 'He stays by us ;~e :is a,.lways there, always' to 
everything 'was all right and she did not need ,to be on be depended, upon. .-:aow d,id you know the sun would 

• . . II . 
the watch: But when a stranger was there she ihad to' nse to-day? How ,do you know tl}):e processes of nature 
be on the alert to ,see what was said. ,win 'continue? Why? 'Becau~e there'is a sovereign God 

Here is tMs great fifteenth $apter. The apostle Paul upon Whom everybody 'may 'depend. He is sted!fast. You 
here represents God - of cou,ree he ris speaking by in- can 'COunt on Him. "TherefOre, my ~beloved breth~n, be 
spiration of the Holy, Ghost - as being 80vereign in the ye stedd:ast." -: , :, ' , 
realm of the material. ' I wish you would 'take ,that chap- You' ieachers: take your 'class and stiick to it, i.f you 
-ter at your leisure, and jU'st see the inrfinite'sweep of it. die on the .job. Be Hketha't/~riirade at Waterloo when its 
Men, beasts, birds, fishes, sun, moon, stars, the heave~s commander sent a rider td the Duke of Wellington say­
above, the ,earth beneath and all that is therein! And with ing hi-s ranks ,were bein'g 'decimated; he was facing a -

. one magnificent sw~ he' comprehend's it al;l, and then superioz: foe, and wanted reinforcements, and; Wellington 
he enthrones God above everything as doing what He had no reinforcements .to send him. ' He sent a' mes'sage 
will in the, materia,l world. , , to 'the commander saying, "T~Uh'im to, stana." 'f.he rid'er 

Is .~at your God? Do you beHeve in a God like that, galloped ba~ and delivered I~e message. After awhile 
to ·whom all ,th,in'g's in the material universe,are subject? as the battle waxed hotter aJ;ld hdtter·a second rider was 
Is that your M'aster? If He is, 'you,will understand what '8e1).t back fori reinforcements to the Commander-in-ehief. 
Paul meant when' he sald, "Therefore; my beloved breth- And he said again, "Telf 'him to 'stand." I think ,it was 
I'en with :such a Master as th'at" w.ith such ,a God to serve, th'ree times he petitioneid the: Duke to senti him help, and 
go on!', '" the thii-d time the Du~e said,! "I ~ave no help to send him. 

We have no't time to analyze that thought, but -just Tell him 'to stand." The rider 'saluted and sa!i:d, "You 
study the, chapter with that in v,~ew, and'see how this will lind us there, sir." ,And,; when t'he'battle of Waterloo 
inspired Apostle 'gath,ers everything, togetiber, an4 puts it was over there they were, e~ery man of them. Each 'had au under the 80vereign 8WaY of, the God and Father of d.ied in his place. He, was ste4fastJ 
our Lord Jesu8 Chri8t. And then he .shows God to be Take your class, it may b~ a ,little one, but it is a big 

, Sovereign in the matel'ial world too. And lie goes right Job. Stick to it, keep at it, be stedfaSt, It is your duty; 
back to the f.irst Adam, and' to 'the beginning of human no'body else 'can do it. YOI.t:r -job! Tha,t 1's the kiind of 
sin, and then right forward to the last trump; to the Chara~ter that builds a ch~reh: that gets God's wOrk 
last syllable of recorded time," and !he gathers all done.' A ehll:rc'h that -is made up of people of stedfast 
that is between together, and' declares that th,rough qualities will be stedfast. I, ' 

the second Adam God is sovereignly ;victorious over And "unmoveable"! What does th'at mean? WeB, do ~ou 
men and ·dev,iTs'. And !he concludes !his argument by see this desk? (Shakes it). It is not qnmovealble, is it? 

, saying, '~Thanks be, to God, which' g,iveth us the vietol'Y It i's,stedfast. Leave italoneiand' it will 'stay there; there 
through our Lord Jesus Christ".,' Anld then upon that" ,Is no 'motion in 'it all; all. But some power without itself 
pasis he goes on: "Thel-efore, my beloved brethren.'" . gets hold C1f it, and you can ,do anything with it. There 

Now that is a 'good argument, ,is it not? That is a good are 'some people Who will stay,; put as long as no one moves 
platform upoil .whdch to stand, a good point at w);l'ich to 'them. They are stedfast enoligh. I remember a' church" 

'begin. "that 'Was without a pastor. :'A certain ,man was ;recom-
II. 

Now :for THE EXHORTATION: "'rherefore ... be 
ye stedfast". ,That' quxdity/of stedjastne88 is Indispens­
able to us'efulnes'~ in any walk 'Of 'life. The man who i's 
inconStant, voluhle; variable, upo~', whom no' 'one can 
depend, will soon find himseI;f out of the running. 'You 

, _ do, not need .. to' a-dvertise you,r instabi'l1ty - iif that be 
your ch'ara'Cteristic - p,eople will .find it, out in a very 
little while, and they will .say, "Mr. 'So-and-So is·a very 
fine man. He .is a fine, gracibus, spirit, he has' fine quali-

"ti~8, great ability dn'some drireCtions,: but you can-not 
depend on him. He 'begins something, but he will hot 
carry 'it through; It is nat a !bit C1f use to put, responsi­
bility upon !him, ',because 'he wiU slip out f,rom under it. 
You canpot depend on him 'at all. Reckon, !him out." 
Anyone of sense' will choose a lnuch infer-ior m'an, a man 
of. less' ability, with qualities perhaps far below thos'e of 
tMs other man, if only yo'u -can 'depend'"upon his doing his 
job. Now that stedfastn~S8 ra,ther, ind:icates- ,an, Inherent 
quality ---: ,ilie man- who just stands by a thing. Tak~ for 
example - and, yojI Will' excuse, my mentionin.g ft -
Mr., Greenway. For the .last !thirteen"years, and I'don't 

mended to them, and pressed!1 upon them. The argument 
was that he ihad been nine yeks Where ihe was, and, there­
fore he must be a pretty goJd man, because 'he 'had been 
stoofast for nin~ years. Well', some oibserVing man' said, 
"That may not· be to hi's credit; perhaps no one wanted 
him." He was stedfast, 'but h~ wa's not unmoveable -' and 
the fiJiS't ,ohance be got, he lI!0Yed. 
. We are not only to be sted.fast, but we are to be un­
moveab~e; .fu~t is, ~ are not to respond, to ,every effort 
made f'rom 'W,itholit to :take ,,us off here and there arid 
everywhere. ,You must not think that because ,th'e pastor 
s'tays at home a good deal iflh:at it is. not 'becaU'se he can­
not go anyw!here. I'remember Dr. Jowett's saying once 
that if there were anything in 'the idoctrine .Qf 'Evolution 
'his typewr.iter 'Would have learned to say "No", of itself. 
H.e was unmoveable. " 

Now be sted-iast, un~ovea~le; unmoVe8lbie by' discou,r­
agement. Of course, you ,wiU have discouragement. in:' 
'anything you attempt. I,always wondered how Brother 
Penney stuck to t'hat organ ,in;,t'he days when 'it was really 

, a "kist·of whistles", and wh'Eiezing wM-stles ~t that. But 
he "was unmoveable; ihe stuck;lto "i,t. And, that:applies to 

·Ii 
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the choir, it applies to the u8'he,rs,' it applies to scholaTs 'he 'says, "I have done something." \V'hen you have wit­
in the class, to ... officers: It is ·for everyone. Having nessed for Ohrist are you sure you have done, somErt'hing? 
accepted responsibil'ity, -that -is my place. Stay t'here! Or, a're you in the e~perimental sta,ge? You say, "I 'Will 
"Be ye 'stedfast, unmoveable". I say -to you members of try." No"":"" no - not :t1;t-at: "Forasmuch as ye know that. 
'the church,' lot is just as much your duty to be here in your -}.a:bour is not in'vain in the Lord." ·There 'is no 
this church as -it is mine. And I never go away tJhat'l do doulbt abou-t it at aU. I can find you' a' good many pla'ces 
not find '81 substitute to occupy my,p'lace. Now the ne~t -in this city that -are closed up, bu.ild-ings in which noth­
time you go away, put someone in your place; get a ling is being carried on wit'hin. There was a time when' 
substitute. :Tha!t· applies to an of 'lis. Be unmovea:ble;' one man o-r a compaI!y of men t'houg.ht together, Now 

-stick to you,r job. 'we will engage in a certain ibuilding. They d-rew thei.r 
And 'then: "Always abound;ing in ·the work of t'he plans, and 'Projected this great ibuildling. They put money 

L'Ord." Some people are busy ,in Church work. ,I am not and time and energy into it. They reared this building, 
,interested 'in chliroh, work,. in the wo'rk of J·arvis St. and· .floated -this great'th'ing, and then it aH came down 
Church. That does not interest me at all. There a,re :J.ike a pack of cards - no1?hling ,in it! The man is right 
~lenty of people who are busy - ;busy - busy - busy out of it altogether; there is no proftit' in -it at all. He 
about some'fJMng :in connection -With some organization says, "I do not ,go down &at 'meet, I cannot bear to 
or another. But they do not accomplish anything. Our look a:t that buiold,ing., That is where I sunk everything. 
bU'siness is to be engaged in the work of the Lord. God I have nohhin~ left." 
has a :big job on 'hand. Do YQu know tha:t? Do you remem- I used to think that great' corporations never made 
Iber how Paul spoke OIl a certain man as being f'Or ~he mi,stakes; .t:hey 'had so many wise' men, and that in a 
work of 'Chr.ist "nigh unto death". Not for Paul's work, great nlUUituide of counsellors -there was salety; that 
'but the work of Ohrist! I :t'h'ink tha:t as Chr-i's,tians we they were far-seeing. I have got a world of comfort 
shall find our insp'i.rationfor constant and unremitting out of ,that North Toronto C.P·.R. stJation. Do you know 
serVice in 'a recognition of othe fact that· One :is our ' why? I have passed lit huIidTeds, of times, and I have 
}\faster, an'\i we are engaged in the work of the Lord. ,said, "'Ph, I am not 'the only one Who makes mistakes, 
And when the . work of this ohurch, for instance, or OIl When 'a great corporation like the ·C.P.R. could not see 
our mission dnteres1ts abroad, or -in tll:e Sem:inary, or in far enough ahead to see othat tha:t wou-Id not pay, and 
the Sunday Sc'h'ool, or in our· Home MIssion interests, they built it, and spent hu·nd·reds of ,thou:sands of dollars 
w~n thil-t ceases io be the work of the Lord, give it up; on it, and then had to close it up. A great many people 
ibut 'as long as 'jot, i·s othe work of the Lord·, let us -give have tfound that ·they were not so wise as -they t'hought, 
ou-rselves '00 it. Tha:t 'is our job. The choir must sing and 'their 'labours have heeri in :vain. 
In the work· of -the Lord, the organist and 'leader play 
and lead in tlte work of t'he Lord; teachers, teach -in' the 
w'Ork of the Lord, 8'Cholars, class off'icers, -and aH 'the rest 
of it, are to be ibusy in -the work OIl lfJhe Lord. 
, And we are to be always aboumJ:ing' .in.it. I met a 
Pastor one afternoon some years ago. Hedropp~d in as 
he was going about visiting. I said to him, "How are you 
getting along?" He Said-, '~O, I do not know; I am ju-st 
working at it." "Getting your work 'done?" "No; :the 
more I do the more ·remains to be done. I never can do 
a half day's work' that I' do not tur-n up a week's work." 
Of cou-rse you do. That j·s the law of -life; ·t:he more you 
work, the more wo'rk ,you make for other 'People. 

Weare not to be 'members of the N .R.A., i'f you' please, 
in the Lord's.work, and see how-lilttle we can do, but we 
a·re to see 'how much - always a'bounding. Do you re­
member the Apostle 'said ·hliat he was not meet to be ' 
called an 'apostle? He took a very humble place, and yet 
the facts 00 t:he case compelled h-im to a1dmit that in 
lwbours he was more ,abundant t'han any of them.' He 
worked ove~ime. So ought we to do :........:. always albound­
~ng in the work of the Lord. Keep at it, and tlten keep 
on .keeping at it,. be everlastingly at-' it, always at it, 
abounding ,in the work of the Lord. Tlhere j,s 'Plenty of 
room for'all of us to do twi-ce as mu~h 'as we -are doing, 
perhaps -three times, per.haps fou.r times; I don't know. 
But certa:inly in view' of ifihe certainty of ultimate tri­
umph, let us -be always abou·nding in t:he work OIl ·the Lord. 

III. . 
And then let me gi:ve you this WORD "OF 'ENCOUR­

AGEMENT: "Know that your labour is not in 'Vain 'in 
the Lord". Now do you .know oflhat? A man ,bu-ilds a 
house, -builds -a wall, then a fJoor; 'sets his store in order, 
seHssome goodS, makes a jou.rney, writes a letter - and 

" 
Are you engaged in a pr'Oblematic' entel"Pr.ise, aibout 

wh'ioch there is some 'doubt? If so, you are J.ikely to do it 
half-'heartedo}y:. But 'if you can say, with Paul, that your 
']oabour is not in vain in the Lord, ·then there is a motive, 
othere is a d,rlving power to carry you on. You 'say,"I 
know, because the word of the Lord says so." "They shall 
not ibe ashamed that wait for me." 

Did you teach othe word of the Lord ·this morning in 
you·r claS'S? Then you did 'somethIng, 'and your labour is 
not lin va-in. How do I know? Because ,God. say.s ·so. He 
w.iU look 'lifter it. He' accepts our sel'\Toice, and wi1l see 
,to -j.t that it wH~ bring-forth fl'uit ,in His own good time. 
It -is n'Ot in :vain because in the'Lord. Itf we labour -in the 
Lore, by ·the di·reetion of His Word, and -teaCh an'd pre'ach 
Hi-s word iby the power I?f the .Spirit, then we are work,ing 
in,the Lord, and -in 'the Lord's work, ,an'd we are not going 
awarfare at our own 'Charges: O,UT labour is not in vain. 
I tell you, my dear friends, that is one th·ing that will 
last. Many a man ha·s reared some "great commercia~ struc­
tu-re of which he -is proud; 'he h-as done 'somebhling in the 
realm of the temporal Which has brought h!im credit 
'among h:is fellows. But 'the day w.ill come when all that 
wHl vaniSlh, and ;the only thing :tIhat .will be left to him,. 
that will give 'hlim a-biding satIsfaction, is the laibour that 
'he h!'ls rendered -in the LQrd. That is not in vadn. . 

Then, my deal' friends, there is a reward coming. We 
give rewal';ds' to the &ildren tforattendance, and all that. 
And -th'8,ot is Tigiht. "Oh," you say, "we ought to do things 
without ·reward." Yes; but we -a]:l do them a ~'ittle better 
if we kn!JW we are 'going ':to have a reward. Let U's never 
forget that. In' t:he boundless grace of God salvation has 
,been provided for U'S without money and without pi'lice; 
we can make no :contri'bution toward -it. It is ~y sovereign 
grace we are saved, and saved for ever more. But over 
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and a:bove that we 'shall be rewarded according Ito our is saved." "And that 'is your 'secret?" "My serv.ice-to 
works. Have you ·wrou.ght f.aitihfully. iil ·.the 'Sunday the Lord Jesus -Cfll'ist,"~ -She said .. ~Th~t is my secret, 
,School? Wetl, -the Lord 'knows ~1I. a.:bout that. Have you gentlemen.'" . . '. " 

· givEln of your substance for the .prop~gat~on of' the gos~ 'Alh, ,to render .service :in.,1Jhe LOl'd dbscu:rely, witllout 
pel at home and in the regions Ibeyond'? The Lord 'knows 'any 'One's seeing oj,t! But He 'sees to it. that our labour, 
all a'bout that. Ha'Ve you witnes'sed lor Him Wherever you wherever rendered, is not in vaiin. 
have gone? Have you laboured' in Ithe' Lord? Well it .is . Let ul! pr~y: 
all written down, ·my dear friend, ·and ;in 'God's good time 

. We thank Thee, 0 'Lord, for giving us employment. Thou 
He wHI open His 'books, and we 'S'haU Ibe rewarded a'CCord~ makest Thine angels spirits,' thy ministers a flame of fire, 
'ing to ~ur works. . yet Thou dost condescend to 'include us in Thy programme, 
, SUppose you are serving <f!he Lord obscurely; there~ is and dost 'give us something to do. We have. all been unfaith-

ful servants,·every Ol).e of us.' We come asking that Thou wilt 
a bit of work ·th,at the Lol"d ibas given to. ,you to do, that forgive us.' Help us that we may serve Thee more devotedly 
you d·a:re not tell anyone about: lit 1-s not 'an act of puiblic in the 'future than we have ever. serv~d Thee in the past. 
service at all, 'but it ;isrendered ,in the' Lord's. name, 'llf-d Make us all good workmen who need not to be ashamed, 
it costs' you more than aJ.l the 'public service you render. rightly dividing the word of 'truth. Keep us ever in mem-

, , ory of the fact that we are Thy workmanli\hip, created in 
Jot may be jU!\t in the home cil'lcle; it may ,be just being' Christ Jesus unto. good works, which God Himself -hath be-
good -to a man or'a woman who does not deser·ve goodness. fore ordained that ·we.should walk in them. . 

Bless the-testimony of Thy; word this morning. And if 
I 'have told you of the man' 'Of .whom I heard years ago; there be any who. have .not~· yet rec~ived Jesus Christ as' 

who boasted- to 'a 'COmpany, of" people t,hat he could ta·ke • Saviour, who ~ave not yet ~nli~ted in His service, may they 
home four or f·ive of his friends at any time during ltihe. be constrained to do so now, ·for Jesus Christ's sake,Ame,n. 
night, one o'CIo'ck, two' o'cIUck, or :Jater,and· waken his' 
wile out ·ofsleep 'and ask her to 'get up at that time al).'d 
get supper. for the Cl'Owd. He ;boasted that she wou.Jd' 
come down and 'serve tn-em 'aH ~n a most gradous manner .. 
His friends said, "That woman.does not live. No woman 
would' do what you say your wife wou'ld do. We will 

· take ·your wager:; He sa'id, "All Tight, come a.Jong with 
me." They went to hi-s home at one or ·two o.'cIock in the " 

ST. rATRICK~'TESTiMONY 
. I wouid P,9t work my soul to saye; .. 
.Th'at work, my Go.d n·ath done; 
:aut:I would work like any s-Iave 
For love 'Of God's dear .Son ! 

· morl!ing. He ·let hiinselt lin, ~:nd caBed up the stairWay r.===::::;====;=::;:::=============n 
to his wife. She heard hi·s eaU, and answered' Mm. He 
sa'id, ;'1 'have' ·some.:friend:s lhere."We Mlould .like a little 
supper. wm you 'come down 'and, get us some,' please." 
"All right, dear," she 'said, ."1 win be down in just a 'few 
moments." Presently s'he came down' sm:i1ing, 'and 'he 
iMroduce'd bis friends: "Th'i-s is Mr. So~and-So" and'so 
on. She said, "I a:m deI-ighted tp see you:"- S'he weJ.come'd 
her husband's friends cordially. Then she said, "I did 

· not know you were coming, and ;it wHI take me a Ii·ttIe 
while to get something ·ready 'fOr you; but ,I shall have 
somet'h·ing on. the' table in a 'Very lew ·minutes." And 

· pr~sentIy. she had a .fine meal ·prepared, and t'hey sat 
, down, she' a,t one· end. of the t~·ble, and .he a·t t·he ot'her, 
: and she presided over ·the meal, ·beautifuHy.· 1'hey'had 

a good meal, ·and later ,rose 'fo go. When they. were Teady 
to leave one of them 'said: "Mrs ... So-anid·-So, we are here 
because we accepted yo.ur 'husband's Challenge. He told 
us ;that. he coult;l,:b:r:ing 'a comP4ny .o~ friends. !~n at this 

· uncouth hou·r of the morning 'wi-thout notice and waken 
· you 'out of your sleep, and that 'you would come down and 
behave like 'an angel. And we told hiin that such a woman' 
did not exist. He 'said to us, 'Come and I wiU prove it 
to yOu.' ,We came, '~nd 'he wins, But what is 'your s·ecret?". 

For a moment,the woman was .·sile~t; choked wi,th emo-. 
tion, and great tea'rs r.oi·led down 'her'cheeks. She sa·id·, 
!'I have ibeen married. 'for a number ~f years. I loved ·my, 
husiba:nd. 'at !bh'e "beginnig; 'I love him more now. And 
never a day. has pas'sed' t'ha,t I 'have not prayed for 'Iris 
conversion. We are one in evei'yt'hing else, bu,t !he 'does 
not,l!:now my Saviour. I have longed for h'im to kno.w Him. 
The thjngs of ,the' sprri.tual wOl'ld are· rea·l to me, and I 
have a perfect horror of what i·s 'in store for h·im if he 
does not 'accept Chri-st. And so I solemnly pied,ged t'he 
Lord years 'ago . 'that I 'Would make ibi-s life on ea'rl'h as 

· pleasant· as it was . possible .for a -Wile to make it, for I 
.. know tihat it is the only help .he will ever en,joy unless he 

.. 
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GOOD· FRIDAY, AP,RIL 19th 
8 p.m. 

",THE :GLORY OF>THE CROSS r; 
A service of devotion anI(! 'praiSe for choi,r and 

'. ' . : congregation; ·led ,by .. 

SENIOR AND JUNIOR ,CHOIRS ""7' 150 VOICES 

. in 

.JARVI'S Sl'RE'ET ~A~TisT CHURCH J 

. (cor. Jarv.is and, Gez;ra·lId· 8ts.) 

GUEST SOLOISTS: . 

. CAROL1(NIGH'l'S KERa·:("i'oronto) . . \ .' 

Contralto 
. . 

MARY JEFFERY BAUMAN I(London, Ont.) . 
Solo Violinist 

Mr. C. L. Penney, Ohurch Organist· 
Miss J ean Ibbotso~, P.ianiBlf;' " 

" . 

'Programme ar.r~nged and directed. 
'by Mr. W. J. HU't.<;h·inson, Ohoir Leader 

) .. 

.,f 

t 
\ 
< 
.( 
~ 
I 



April 4, 1957 THE ,GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 1(809) 9 

THE: CHRISTIAN AN,D 'CO'NTROVERSY 
By 'Norman IPorter, Belfast, Irelal!-d " 

,Member of the Executive Committee of the International Council of Christian Churches 

Sermon Delivered Sunday Morning, September 2, 1956, in the B-i'ble Preslbyterian Church, Col'lingswood, N.J. 

"This J es~s ,hath God rai'sed up, whereof we an are witnesrres" (Acts 2 :82). 

I T liS upon the'la·st portion df this ~erse tha·t I wis'h to 
base -my rema~ks this morning and 'speak ·to you on 

tlle su:bject of "The Christian and Controversy", and the 
words I wislh to use ,from >fihe text are, "Whereof we ,all 
are witnesses." AI.I witness'es! You ,will realize that :this 
is a very important word-witness. You will realize, if 
'You are a Bi'ble ibe1ieYer, and a Bible'lover, that you are 
cal,led into a very vital and 'important position, a witness , 
of Jesus Christ. .such an honorable position 'has ·been 

, 'con!ferred upon each ·and every child of God. Yet, I feel 
,that sometimes 'We do not value nor appreciate just ex-
actly our position. , 

In the Word of God we are 'g'·iven many positions as 
believers on 'fue ·Lord' Jesus Ohrist. Sometimes we are 
,called sold.iers of.,Jesus Ohl"i'st. Sometimes we a're caUed 
Cih·ildren. yv e are called by many v'atied ty.pes of life that 
we can o'hoose from in our service, 'but here' we are all 
caJ.led witnes'ses. I want this morning to .deal with >that 
aspect iin relation to 1!he topic ;that I have given to you 
-"The Chr-istian and Controversy." 

" The pres~nt-d-ay '8:ttitude 'among the Lord's !peOple to­
ward controversy, I 'beIi'eve,is largely due to modern 
evangelism and' 'to the lack of d'octrinal B'i:ble teaehing. 
Those are two ·tremendous statements, and I want us ,to 
exam'ine them togetiher for a .moment or two t·b~s morn-
ing. , 

I ,said 'that I believe ,t;ha't our. 'attitude towal;d contro­
versy -is largely due to -modern eva!l'gelism and to the 
lack of doctrinal Bilble' .tea'Chling. Why do I say this? 
Why d~' I ,link t'hese two things togetl!er? It is quite 

. -simple. We are living in an 'age When Ohr.isti'an ,people 
aTe not a1ive to ,the 'situation as ·jjhey ought to ·be ;in so 
far as fueirservice ,is 'Concerned. I am not accusing 

.... Christian people 'in the yarious ,parts of the world and 
o!f my own country of not knowing ·the position, I would 
not dare to do that. T·hey may not know - I don',t "know. 
'what I am saying is that they 'a're apathetic in'relation­
ship ,to theirserv.i'Ce, even with ,the knowledge of· the 
situation'. I wa,nt you to realize that the responsi·bi·i:ity of 
being 'a 'faithful witness of our. Lord and M'a'ster rests 
u,pon each and' everyone of us. • 

" I. 
Modern evangeJ.ism has c1u~nged the' Christian ,picture 

of t'h,is, twentieth :centl,lry .in 'which we live.· I am not 
trying to deal wi~ ~he'ther it)s right,' wrong, or ind,if-' 
ferent. I am,dealing with ·it as af8!ct and as I see -it.' 
Modern evangelism ·h'as provided !for ~any ,Christian 
people an easy Christian' pa1Jhway. ,And for . fear tha,t \ 
someone will think .that I 'am 'here from another country 
,talking to tlte American people, f want to talk aIbout my 
own country. ' , . 
. In our beloved -province in Northern. Ireland - "and I 

. come from >that British and P'rotestant portion of Ire­
land, where we are' sti-ll ]:inked to th~ Un·ited ~in'gqom, of 

Great Britain; we 'still own as our 'sovereign t.'he Queen 
of England and we still h'ave as our flag the Union Jack 
.,-we find ·that the introdu~tion of mass evangelism has 
we~ened to a la'rge deg.ree t'he -position Qrf the Ohristian 
in .fuis way:. 'When we have mass evangel'ism, .we have 
plenty of Christian people wlho will-go to ifue services, 
Very few of them ,will take time to s'ay, "WillI I itake an 
unsaved person with me? I wiJ.l at lea·st make use of my 
visit; I will tak~ a fr.iend." But rather, they' go off, in 
groups toget!her; they enjoy ,tlie music; tt'hey enljoy the 
singing; .they enjoy ,the musicill 'instruments that are usu­
ally on the platform at such events: they hear the Gospel 
'perhaps '~eing faithfuJ.ly preaclhed. !They come home and 
they go back t!he next night; they go t'he next niig'ht; and 
they .forget ':that ,they, 'are members of a dhuroh. The 
church goes by the board anld 'they take no interest iri 
what ,is h'appening in fue chureh.' I·t does not malter 
about it'he attendance at ·the prayer meeting; it does not 
matter about the attendance -at the Bible study 'Class; 
it does not matter about' 'the var:ious activities of the 
chureh - there 'is an e~'angelistic campaigll on and >there 
are' wonderful ,singers, there are wonderful musi'Cians, 
and, we hav~ got to be there. Now that ~s 'the aspect of 
the 'question which I am consider-ing 1Jhi·s morning. As a 
·result of this attitude, when >the evangelistic 'Campaign ' 
is over, ·these people 'h,ave 'a fervor ,for evangeHsm but 
tJhey-have no .fervor for >the ehureh. They 'have no fervor 
,for the doctrines of the Word of God;, All they want is 
an evangeli-s'ti-c campaign., . . 

'I don't want someone to sit' 'in . his seat this morn·ing 
and say, "Thi,s man must be against evangeJ.ism~" I am 
nothing of 'the so~.t. I 'am all for 't!he world being evan- -
gelized. I am aU for 'my own country 'being evangelized.' 
I wi'slJi to God that there would be such an 'evangelistic 
'Campaign a,s would awaken tlhe consciences ot my feIlow­
countrymen· and bring them to Ohrist. I beHeve in evan­
gelism. But I am speaking of "'mod'ern" eva~,gelislIl' and, 
tJhat is another question., But I have not :come to'sPeak 
on that 'Subject. T'h'is is only an introduCtory remark to ' 
fihe point that I !lm ,trying to make. W~en we aUow these 
:things' to captivate ,!!-S as Ohril:\tians and ta,ke up oU'r time 
and, we lose hold, of the ·things which, are vital,' then I 
say that ,th'at reacts on our docttin-al position. And then, 
when we are 'affected dO'Ctrinally, we have no inter~st in 
Ithe dOctrines 'Of the g,reat ·fundamentals of our faith, 
'We no longer w.ant to J.i.sten ,to a 'preacher who will preach 
to us on t'he sover:eignty of 'God. We no 'longer 'want 'to 
listen to a man who will preach to us on tille, g,reat Bible 
doctr-ine of the personality of Jesus C'hTist and His work. 
We don't want to listen to 'a doctr-ine on the Holy Spiri,t, -
Yet that p~rhaps would .be the best t'b.iing that we could 
do, and we wou')d get away from all the cQnfused ideas 
regard;ing ibhe Spi-tit of God, but we ,are not interested 
lin doct·rine 'any mo,re. The result is ~at w~ then think 
that it is wrong to have' ~ntroveray. 
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I was presiding at 'a missionary 'gathering in my own 
country on one occasion - 'it wa·s a home mission work 
in Ireland - and one of the speakers saUl thwt 'aU we !had 
to do was jus't preachEhe Gaspel, let doctrine alone, 'let 
controversy' alone, just ta'lk 'about the love of Jesus, and 
everything would be all right. Well, my! I wished the 
platform' had opened- up and 'swallowed me" :because I 
did, not know !how I was going to swa:llow,that. I waited 
until he wa's liiniS'hed, and' in a$ gracious' a manner as 
possi,ble I tried to ex'plain :that I cou,ld not subscA'be to 
that; neither I ~n. " 

II. 
I believe 1lhat ~en and womim-,are c'alled or' 'God for 

a certain pu,rpose ....:.. to be the w,itneases' of Jesus C1hrist. 
A man may be' called. to be, a ~pastor. Anotller man may 
be cwlled to be an evangelist. Anotlher man may be 'called 
to !be' a teacher: Another :man may be cal1ed to prophesy, 
We have' these vafious 'aspects of the .chrisotia~ te~ti­
mony. But, listen, ~i is the duty of the, Ohristiim church 

, to proclaim to ,the world the whole counsel of God, not a 
part of 'it; the whole couDsel of God. If I ,am going to' 
dedare the' whole counsel, I mum include 'in that, doc-' 
tl'in-e; l must include in that, 'COntrover~y; ~ must -indude. 
in that 'some other things wMch we ~o not always- like. 

This world in whiCh we Uve is -being prostrated by . 
reJ1i-gion. . Rel'ig'ion ' is .playing a big,. part' in ,the }.ife o;f 
your nation as well as in .theUfe of ours; but wh'at kind 
of religion'? We' !have hosts of g,roups, of cu,lts, of people 
who have a:Il kinds of philo~phy, 'but the two major ones 
that I am concerned. about .this morning are these -

. Roman CathoIicism and Modernism, and both these forces 
have done a greitt deal '~o bring ai1>out 'and to establish an 
appeal to libera,Hsm. The extreme Modernist and the 
. eJCtreme Roman-'CathoIic are ihere. rr·he Christian is nere . 
And of. course 'a voice comes lirom the Roman Catholics 
with their 'g90d 'points, if they 'have any. And from the 
Modernists with their' goo4 points, i'f they have .. any. 
And as they show 'thei'r so-eaUed, good points, the modern 
evangeHsts 'say: "Now, jus,t let us ta'ke things easy' and 
let us see the good, ·and be Hberal; arid ,be char.ita!ble in 

\ our approach· to ofuese thiings." That sounds very nice; 
it even sound's OhriS'tian. But, my dear Christian friend, 
this morning I want to assert without any fea,r of contr!l­
diction from the Bible that that 'i,s not Ch'ristt:ian. I wHI 
challenge any man'to 'show to me from the WQ'rd of God 
Where any pre8,cher, any teacher, any witn-ess ()f .the 
faith 'has to shake ihands witJh that which is contrary to 
the Word of God. I have neyer found it. 

i have said this before, and'I repeat it .again this 
morn·ing ~ i hate canc~r. It .is 'a terri:ble, d.rastic d'is­
ease ......: horrihle: But what person would'da.re to stand 
on a puhlic platform and, say he hates the ·person who 
has cancer? None. We all have love, we all have 'sympathy 
for a ·person Who is 'suffez;ing from such a dr.ead disease. 
I know that is my experience and, I am su're ,it is yours. 
But you don't like the disease - you don't like cancer. 

My dear' friends, I hate Co.mmunism; I hate Roman 
Catholicism; I hate Modernism. And. I could go over other 
numerous cults >that,I hate, but I don't hate a man or a 
woman 'Who' belong.s to them. . I wou,ld to 'God that the 
Spil'li.t o;f God would "speak to suCh dea.r people and, bring 
to them the truth that is found in Jesus Christ. But I 
cannot find in thi~ Book - iii- I 'CoU'I~, I would !bow to 
it - I cannot f'ind in this Bible whii~h l ,hold in my 
banI! this morning that I·.· have to. shake hands. with 

those 'systems whieh are against my Lord and ag~inst 
His Word. If I' could, then I would do it .. But I have not . 
found -it yet, and I challenge any man to find' it for me. 

III. 
So, my dear liriends, I 'beHeve ',that controversy is pa.rt 

of Chr,ifl>tian work and a Ohristian duty. In your Sun­
day sChool ,tibis morn'ing when. you had you,r open-iIig les­
son, you read from the first ~hapter of J eremialh. I n~ted 
a verse. that -was 'being read, : and I just took 'Out my pen 
a'nd marked it, because it 'impressed. me very much. It is 
Jeremi'ah 1 :'10. I will read- it to you. "See; I have th,is day 
set thee 'over the nations and. over ·the kingdom'S, to Toot 
out, and' t.o puU doWn, and"tol:destroy, and to throw down,. 
to build, and to plant." Th,~t is controversi~l, ,isn't it?· 
I would: to God, that I had .vl),e' power and the ,viision and ' 
the co-operation of Gad's ·people to puB down some of the 
rotten, antichristian, evil system~ that exist lin. the wOl'ld 
today. They need to. be puUed down. But when we pull 
them down, we must n()t remain there; we must .begin 
to 'obild and .we mUst 'begin ,ta ·plant. That is contro- . 
versia:l. 

'Now ,let us h'ave a look at this word, "witness" .. It is an 
-f\nglo ... Saxon word. If we were to take rtbe Greek word, 
we would have tibe word "~artyr" - "Whereof we an 
are martyrs." If we· were to tak~ .vb-e Latin word, what 
do you think it would :be? "Protestan!t" - "Whereof we 
all are protestants.'" Some Christian'S today 'tell me, '''Yo;u 
know, you will not ·find' ·protestant' 'in' the Bible." Well, if 
they wiH have another look at that word "witness" they 
will not ,be ,long f.in'di'ng "protestant". I am not ashamed 
to !be called a Protestant. Il'glory ·in the word. My fore­
fathers gloried in ,it. . It i-~ a wond'erful word; it is a 
beautiful word. It is synonymous Wiith being a -martyr . 

. I:t is ,synonymous wi,th b.eing a ·witness. And· that,. to me, 
is wonderful,' J'" . 

I 'dislike controversy ju~t 'as I disli'ke war. t hate the 
thought of ever seeing my ~untry or your country en­
gulfed in- a Th'il'd W orld War~ 'I h'ate, it with all my heart. 
I dislike jot. But I believe that i,f the enemies of liiberty 
'and ,freedom are <to rise again, and if ·this time it is to 
:be a fig.ht and a confHct w,ith th'e Oommunistic hordes, 
then IS'halI 'say' with many ·at,hers of my fellow patriots, 
"Let's .f'igh,t, them, because we may have generations fol­
lowing us, women and, children who a're stm co,ming on 
who must :be,' prQtected." 'l'hat i~ why two world waTs 
'M,ve :been fough,t. T,hat is why the 'flower of your nation 
'has already been .. given in- those .two worl~ wars. What 
for? 'That you and your child'ren migoht. enjoy Uberty and 
freedom. It 'is 'a wonderful thing - li!berty, freedom! 
But I 'sa,"y that the enemy must be CihaHenged. It must be 
chaUenged 'in the spi'ri-tu'a1 rea,lm as well 'as in the ma-
ter:ill!} realm. . 

Let's have a- look at'the Scr.ipture rea,ding that we 
had this morn'in-g, just ,tQ see whether we-are keeping in .. 
-track with Scl'i-pture or Whether we are runn·ing after 
the ideas of a man. This story of Paul .th,rHlsme! It is 
one of the many stories tha:t I love to read. Let's' have 
a.look at ,it. 

. We started to read in 'the 17th ohapter and the 17th 
verse of .the Aots of the Apo'stles ;in our 'rea!ding earlier 
this morning. W'hat did we read 'in verse 17? Let m~ 
read it to you aga'in, "Thel'efo,re' disputed he (that was 
Paul) in 'the synagogu'e with ·the Jews, and with the de-. 
vout pers~ms, and'-in the market dai,ly with them that met, 

1 
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with him." My, ·il that 'bad happened in the twen.tie'lftl we 'have to Hsten to today 'and let us look back over tjh.e " 
century! I could hear' ~e cbds·t!ians getting together. pages of .time, check our forefa'thers, men OIl courage, men 
They have been smi·tten by some kind of bug called Hob- of strength, men of determin'ation, men wQo were willing 
eralism. and they say, "C»I., What has he gone and done to fight the good fight of faith, not sleep it. Talk about 
now? Paul - 'lo~ w!here he has 'gone! He iha'S the au~c- fig.hting 'IftIe .good ;.f.igiht today! We sing it in our hymns. 
ity to go into 'the synagogue and to have controversy' We 'sing, "Stand Up" ·Stand Up for Jesus,'~_and al1 the 
with the Jew·s. How dare he? W1hat l"ig'ht Ihas he got in time we slhould be saying, "Sit 'down, sit dowri, go to 
there? Get mm out of lit as quiclc as you can." Well, where' sleep for Jesus." '. , 
did Ilui go nen? He went to tlhe devout persons, the 're-! 
UgioU's people, and here he is' having a controversy with 
them! -Dh, dear, what lis he doing that 'for? Could Ihe not 
walk a little mol"e. circumspectly than that? Could he not 
just show a little more love? Could: he ·not ~et them a10ne? 
And/.nOw we look .for him aga~n, and: wher~ is he? He. is 
away down at the market place every day. And I can 
see this business, meeting of the twentieth century 80-
called OhTistians ~d ,they· are debating among themselves 
regarding the Apostle Paul's audacity in .having con­
troversy. What over? The' resurrection, a glorious truth, 
which the people of P·aul's day would not believe. T·hey 
wouldn't accept it! And that 'was the very .thing he went 
to talk to them about. 

V. 
We 'have the wrong conception of everything, and' when 

we have the wrong conception, you know. What we, have 
become - we Ihave become the most difficult and critica') 
people that ever were on the face of ·the eartJh. That is 
what we are. But when we have 'a vision of ·the <:hureh of 
Jesus 'Christ, when we have His oliving Wold .in our 
heart, when we !have something ,to witness lor and some­
thing to fi~ht for - we fight for it! 

If I $hould come to your home wi'lftl a couple of armed 
men and try ·to bl"eak ·into it, you would be a very poor 
tpan if you 'would not f!igh~ for YOUT home - a very poor 
man .. If you should hear over your radio today that the 

IV ~ planes from Moscow are coming in this direction and are . 
But ilhe :vel"Be' before' that i's a very interesting verse. ~oing ~ d,rop bo~bs on America,you would wake up and 

Verse 16, "Now wih:i1e Paul waited for tihem at Athens, do something about it, 'and your Government will can the 
his 'Spirit was stirred ;in Ihim." Have you ever had your forces to arms and they '"'IilI go out ·to meet ·them :before 
'9piri.t ·8'tirl"ed within you? Have'You? Do yo.u know what they get 'here, to protect you. 'Certainly you will fi~h-t. 
it i's Uke to be concerned about something, to feel wi'thin . But when the Modernist with all ·Mssulbtlety aad Mod­
you. Ti'ghteouB indignation over 8Ometh:ing tha:t has hap~ emi-srn 'comes around the corner, you say, "Sit down and 

let us ,tal~ about it. Let us get around a round talble and 
pened? What was·~lhis spil'it 'stirred withiin him about? have a conl.ferenceand' let"s ta'lk over th'is." What wiIl 
Well, the verse teUs u's; It 'says, "When Ihe saw the city you talk 'a'bout? A man who denies that Book _ I have 
wholly g.iven !"flo idolatry." Ha's idolatry ever stirred· your no con:versation for him. What am I to talk to him about? 
heart, 'my Christi'an I.f.r.iend? Have you ever been con-' I 

cerned as a B'~ble-'believing, Bible .. loving 'Christian, about Am I going to r.eason· with him whetJher the Bi-ble iiB true 
'or not? I am jolly sure I ·am not! I am not going to" 

1lhe. idola~. tha~ . is within' ~o!lr ~ores, within you,r waste my' ·time trying to talk to 'a' man who wants to 
nation? I thlDk If we h:ad ibeen a httle more concerned destroy t1..e W· ord f G-',.J d d···. ·th 1.. l!-

ii... t·t :t.. • b l· ... tl f ·thful .. oIl 0 ou, an 'IS'CUSS WI 'film 'llOW we 8iuOU 1" we may 'nave. een a I~ e more al 'lD our can come to 'an a 're t I h . t ·th 
preaching. Paul Wile concern~ a·bout i,t. T~at is why he "him g emen. ave no a,~reemen WI. . 
got into this- controversy. . . . ' . 

; . . . ' Or It may be ·the Roman Church comes around ·the cor-
Then' I read somethmg else about him: ,I come to verse ner 'wI·th ··.ts I··dol·... . ·th .... ,~ . ·th ;·t h· 

22 ,""'- P '1 st d ,. tn.. ·d t f M H·II d ·d· I. aLry, WI 1...., mass, WI· . '1 S wors lP 
, ,:llen au, 00 lD n~ ml '8' 0 'ars I., a~. sal of M'ary, and they;say, "Let's. get together and we'}] have 

. . . . IStop th~ for a moment or ·two and :thlDk, What ,a coriversation and we'll .talk together over this matter 
would Ihe say. I wonder wha't Paul would say on Mars a' nd J·ust see where w sta d d ·f f· d R·n tod I 'd . t h t h Id ·f e· 'n ,an I wecan lD acommon 
d

.'1 _...... a~,. t~n ~;~ JUS
d 

w 'a
k
'. ehiwou' .1 wboe w

t 
ere ground to agree on." Will we? No, 'Sir! No, sir! That' 

Ir~"lDg ~l1IoS 'Uougn~~. an ma m~ '. m, move. a' u a.c- chureh is the J.iving masterpiece of ~tan and I have 
cor.dl~g to h,ow w~ thlDk. W. ell, I 1Jh'ink I ~uld' suggest nothing to discuss ,\\"ith it 'at a round-table .conference _ 
that 'he w~uld go to MaTS HIll, 'and he would get up and . nothing. They know where I stand and' I know where. 
pe:haps' Sl~g o.ne. or tw<! popu.J'ar ~horuses 'and make they stand. There is a .great gulf fixed 'between U8. 'Th'at 
thmgs ·a 'bIt nice and friendly loo~mg, and easy, and is the gulf _ the Word OIl God. ' 
create a lovely atmosphere, and say, "Well, I am not 
going <to talk to you about your ·superstition. I know Why ·the Hbel"a'J.is-m? Why. this childish and easy-going 
that is here. I am 'not ·going to mention that." He would attitude about ,it? What liog that attitude for? Have we. 
'S'ay, "Oh, let me see what we will talk about: Well, we lost something? Ha~e we' lost the vigor that Jesus Christ 
'wil1 tell you about 1fue love of Jesu'!!.'! I,s that what he did? gives us through the 'Spiri~ of ·God? Was the Apostle Paul 

Here was the APostle Paul stand.ing at Mars HilI and wro.ng? .~hou.Jd. he ~ot have had controversy .in tlle syna­
this .is. what he s'aid to the superstitiou's people, "Ye men • g~g~e With the. Je .. ~s? Sh?ul? he no~ h!lve stood ?n Mars 

. of Athens, I pereeive that .in all things ye are too .super- KIU; Is ,there a Blble-behevmg ,Christian who wdl stand 
stitious." He has comm'itted· 'an ou'trage! He has charged to h1s feet and say that Paul was wrong? 
the'peopie with being 'superstitious! Why did he do,that? . 'Were my forefa,thers wrong When, 400 years ago, 288 
Doesn't he know th'at will 'Cause a controversy? Doesn't of them were burned alive at the stake? Were' they 
he know that Will cause trouble? Ah, my dea'r Christian wrong? God forbid! Were the dear Christians wrong who 
. friends , let us get hold Orf ourselves and .Jet us g~ hold were :burned' alive ,iIi Colomlbi'a three years ago in thei,r 
of tJhis sacred page of God an:d find out what God has little home :by fanatical Roman Catllolics, a,t the in'Struc­
for us to do as witnes:ses. Let's get a grasp (jf o,U·rselves. tion' of the priest, When gasoline was 'poul"ed over their 
J&'et us get away from all the siIIy childish ~onsense, th'at :build'ing and oth'ey went to their death singing, ''What A 
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Fi-ieIidWe 'have' ~nJes·us"? Were ,they wrong? ·Should chosen to he a witness, and I am saying to you that as 
they have opened' the door' and 'come olit and assooiated you witness ;for JesU's .Christ there is not the .sHghte~t 
with them, and 's'aid, '~Well, we !believe this and you 'be- doU'bt hut ,tha!t you wHl be in controversy.' You could not 
Heve that, 'but we will -compromi'se'.'?· ,G'od' ,fol"b'id·! 'God help it. You teB the 'lady who lives next door to you, if 
forbid! S'he is uncon· ... erted, ,that'she"needs to rbe s'aved ---' you are 

VI. . lin controversy, She does not beHeve' that. If you 'say to a 
. Y~, I believe :ehat we a're wit~esses of :the tru·tJh of perl!!on that you believe there is a Heaven 'for <the saved 
·God. We have had a heritage !handied to us: This is the and.hell ,for the 'lost, some dear mddernistic friend· says. 
'heritage - this sacred Book. We have to bear ,that testi- . to you, "Well I believe :in Heaven, !but I ,don't believe in 
mony aU tne way around. the worM. Oh, yes, we must hell." You wHl have a controversy. 
'have' cqntroversy riIi ').oye. Yes, I emphasiZe thart. I ap- In ,other words, if you 's'tanid up at all for Jesus, you _ 
preciate that.' I 'believe tJhat. I don't beHeve rthat I ,have Will ,be in· trouble. What-'are you hiding from? What are 
to lose' my temPer to f.ight f'Or Jesus Christ. That i's you running .from? Wha't aile you 'as'bame:d of? What are 
wrong. That is dishonor-ing to the Lord· . .or I do not 'h'ave you a·fraid of? I wonder just exa'ctly where we do stand. 
to indulge in 'Personalities and ,can ,such persOnS aU" the I ·sometimes th'ink that 'we' have lost out in our Christian 
cruue names ~at I can :fuink of. Oh, no, that 'is not my testimony. My, I am ithankful for t'hra't verse in Psalm 27, 
attitude·in controversy. '. . " verse 1, When David said, "The Lord is my Ught and'my . 

I beHeve that, when the voice ·of" a'postasy :is ra'ised and salvation; Wihom 's'hall I fear? the Lord Is the s'trength of j 
when ·men ~re to 'stand in 'Christi-an pulpits and !deny the my life; of w'hom 'shaH I be' afraid?" j 
vir-gin 'bi,rfJh .of Jesus ·Christ, I must come to the same Do you -take your stand iflhere this morning, my !dear 

. platform and 'to the sa,me pulpit and ,proclaim with the Chris,tian 'friend? Will Y'OU pmy .for :those who a,re stand- . ~I 
same certain- ·sound the answer to that· unden·iafble lie. ing on an -international basis: for the 'truth? Wi.ll you 
T'hat is what I mean 'by controversy.' pray ,for t'hose who are. standing 'faithful in their pulpits 
.:When· olir Romanist enemy raises 'its voice and 'says f~r the truth? Will you pray for :the missionariel! who are ~ 

that' the inflil'lible, holy ,father 'Cif the chl.lrch has 'Pro- . 'standing fai'tihful to the truth out on the mis'sion f.ields . 
. nou:nc~ a new decree and' 'ha's :annoliiloced the Ibodily as- . where all 'kind:s of !heresy are rampan't ,in these d'ay's? I 
.sumptidn of. M'ary, if I believe tflhat :that isconitrary to .. d'o not Ikno~v why the Modernist.goes to the missi?n.tield 
God',s Word and if I !believe that it is blasphemy against 'a't aU. It. 'IS a. mystery to me, but he goes. I ~n t. kn.ow 
Jesus Ohrist 'and ·His·trut'h,tlien I must 'say so. That i's ~ ,w'hat 'he I'S gomg to talk "a;Pout, or what he l'S gomg to 
controversy. It is not because I" do not ,Hke Roman· Catho- pre~ch :a'bout, ,but ;he 'goes. I, don't know why tJhe Roman 
lics that t 'SaY'it. It is because I love Jesus Ohrist that ,Church goes ,to the mis'sion field to take the heathen 
I 'say ft. I believe that 'any Marian' WOl'Sh-ip that come~from ;one f~rm of .idolatry to ~nother for'!l of 'idolat~y. 
from the-Roman Churoh -is blasphemy against my Saviour, I can't see It: It 'IS nO{)t changmg :the destmy of a so~l, 
~nd I say so. . but 'fuey do ~t~ I d'on't know w'ha't the Jehova:h'·s W1t-

I'f -it Communist >Co~es along and S'ays "I 'beliieve there ness'esar~ doing out :there with aH ,their propaganda, put 
is no God·; there is no :Chri-8'tian religion; the w'hole :tihing 'th.ey dO{) rt.,I ,don't kn'O~ ~hat the Mormons 'are domg 
is a .farce; and the, w'hole ·thing ,is 'a myth," then I 'am wI~h a!1 th~Ir propaganda throu'ghout the world, but 1ihey 
going to stand, up 'an'd say 'that 'tJhat Communist is a liar . a're dmng It. . ... '" . 

. -4lhait there is a God. That 'is eontrovers . T,h till And the ChrIstIans .-. what are ·they domg? F'Ig.h~mg 
Paul did . . y a sa_ among' 'themselves, plckmg 'a,t ·one anot'her, sleepmg. 

. . - -~'Oncers" going to church - go to the '~rvke on' the 
.'1 ,believe that j,s my calling. I Ibel'ieve it 'is y'Our calling. Lord',s Day mprn'ingaIid never come 'back t'O the cp.urch 

An:q' w~eIi we .realize that God rhas a controversy with sin, until the next Lord"s Day morning. Treat the church as 
. 'away back from ·the hegin'llipg of time and. When we a nonessenthil - hofu:er wi;tJh it 'now and then; come 

realize ,t'hat we have beEm caned to rfollow ,in the footsteps occa'sionally. What a're .we doing? 
of it'h-ose Who rhave gone on 'before and: when we ;realize 
the c'hallenge of the enemy around us; and yet we sit still The Spirit of God hasspaken to you ,th~s mor.p.ing. He 
and' say ,that we niust keep our mouths'srhut _ how can has spoken to your 'heart. Do not examine the preacher; 

''We do it and call ourselves Chtistians? . _.' . do not examine 'tJhe people beside you: Examine yourself. 
. .. - Get' right with God this Il!orning. 'Get on iiire for God 

. I somet'i~es ,pI.'eac~ fro~.bh-at text that Paul gave to and 'st'and for the truth. Jesus Christ will be honored; His 
young Timothy, because it mean,s' so much to'me, tih'e text kingdom ,willibe 'honored; And Hsten, fl"iend, you wHI he 
I· received 16 O'r 17 years' ago. when I became a member bJ.e~'sed! May ,the Lord bles's:you. 
of the church-to ·wh.ich I belong. 'When I was received -Ch/ristian B~con 
into tihe f.ellows'h,ip.and memberShip. -o'f this Baptist 
'C'hurep., the 'paS'tor C?f the c'hl.l rc'h , as' he always does .to " 
new. membel'ls, gave me the text that I arq n~w 'going to BROADCASTING mE GOSPEL 
quote, .... T:hou tlierefor~ .endure rharidnes's .as a good soldier Twenty-fiv'e years ago, when. 's'hort wave' was new in 
of 'Jesus Ghrist." I did not th'ink very' much of that te~t radio, a grou,p of experts ',went to Qurito (rin .Ecuador) 
th.en. I never p0!ldered, over iit. I ;ju'st maTked it in ·my . 'with ·a'small.transmitter, ,to win people of al1 nations over 
~.Ible 'and :wrote olt-~'OW~, t)~e. d-a·~e.·that ! .got it, and ,that . to the Christian message. 'Today "'Dhe Voice .of the 
kmd of. thmg, and dlsmls'sed 'It .. But :durmg the past num- . Andes" is the oldest and largest Protestant broadcasting­
her .of ye~rs I ha,:e co~~ to appreciate the truth of that, station in the world. There are now ~ight transmitters. 
text an"!! 'ItS mean mg. -Thou. therefore endure hardness A new 50 ki'lowatt transmitter wa's 'erected 'a few weeks 
as a, good soldier of Jesus Christ." Paul goes. on to ten a'go. Between them bhey b~oadcast for 31% 'bours every 
T"i~qthy tbhat he 'has '~een ch«?~e!l to !be a s01dier. \ 'd;a;y, except Monday, in nine languages; and to every 

.1. am . saying to you this .m,9rri'ing tha(t you have ·!heen 'collntry in the world. . 
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THE BUZZ THAT PUZZLED ANIMALS. 
When telegra·ph poles were first set up, they had a 

mo'st disquieting·.effect upon :various 'species of animals. 
In Norway, for ,ib:stan:ce, at 'the time of the introduction 
of these most useful articles, the bears were much per-
plexed to determine their purpose. , 

'The Norwegian. :bear, h'earing ·the moaning of the wind 
in the wi·res, such 'a buzzing as ,he had' heard 'somewhere 
bef'Ore, proceeded in 'the OOa·r fashion to "put two and 
two togetJher". Such a buzzing must mean ithe 'presence 
of a 'sweet morsel ;so the poles must be gigantic hives, 
so the ·bear set to .work to root the ·poles ou.t of ·the ground. 

The strange humming also' attra'Cted Ithe attention· of 
the woodpeckers, whieh concluded that .Innumerable in­
sects were concealed in .these tall poles. Therefore, the 
birds went to work to 'find the trea·sure, boring holes to 
extract the insects. . . 

. In time, however, they aU became wis'er, and the tele­
graph pole 'Or wire ea·me to :be used Iby more than one 
species of bird as a'safe ·place fo'r its nest. There is a 
small ',bird of Natal t1)'a-1 used to ,buHd. its cradle-s'haped 
nest in the hranOhes 'Of irees, Ibui as soon as !the tele­
graph wires were 'set up it changed the loCation of its 
housekeeping ·and. buHt on the wires, so that snakes could 
no.t molest ~ts treasures. 

;The new position. was found, 'so secure that the bird 
added a second door to ·the nest, which had hitherto pos­
se~ed only a ·smaH opening on the side fa'rthest from 
the o:ver'ha~g'iD'g ibranch.-Sunday School Advocate. 

FROM OUR MA'IL-BAG 

Vancouver . 
"Will you pleas'e send THE GOSPEL WITNESS to a young 

Pastor .. .1 .believe it would hel,p him in the work. My hu's­
band ,tOok THE GOSPEL WITNESS f'Or many years until. 
he went to his long Home.. I have taken i·t for a number 
o.f years now,. 'but I will soon Ibe going to meet my hus­
band. Instead· of sending your paper to me will you send 
it to this young Pastor. Ido not -think he could .affor4 
it as his-flo<;k is small, and he has a wife and two little 
gids to keep. He is a man who is on f.ire for the Lard. 
He never spares hiros·elf. I enclose $6.00 fo~ your paper 
for h·im for ,two years. 

: * * * * 
Philippines 

"THE GOSPEL WITNESS is a "blessing to me in my read­
ing of it. It is a .go·od help in my :preaching. I am sorry 
I eanllot pay for it,and i .h~pe you will' not 'tire of 
send·ing it to me. 

I" am an ordained mini'ster of the Methodist Chu.rch 
working- in apioneer.ing ·place. I" tliank my ·God that I 

. am able-to do something in the upbuilding of His Idng­
d'Om on earth. I ·pray 'the L~rd may bles's you ali·as·· His 
good ·stewards. There 'ar~' m'any Catholic priests here 
in the Ph,ilippJnes. According to the census of our govern­
ment there are 1,000 Roman Cathol·ic priests here in the 
PhiHppines. Sir, ·may you kindly 'help us. Give us ma­
terials to. combat them. Tohere are ma·ny Jehovah's Wit~ 
nesses a·lso, and we need material ,to distribute amongst 
them." 

. ·Eng!8.nd 
,"It is some time 'now 'sinee I wrote to thank you for 

-your kindness in sending me TH.E GOSPEL WITNESS. I 
wr:i~ ag~n to: say how very much "I appreciate it. Dr: 
Shields sent it" to my father, and' on his dea·tb .continued 
to ·send it. to me. It is a great thing to have the 'LOrd set 
·forth in the docti-i~es of sovereign grace ·so faithfully. 
I rejoice. in it. Bu·t nQ d'oubt you find, as I do; very great 

·opposition to thi:s .triIth.'~ 

* .* . 

. Michi~gail . 
"Recently .J ran across a sermon by Dr~ T. T. ·Shields. 

I ~as 'so thr.iIled With his exposi.tion pi" the text ·that J 
should like to know where I may obtain more of "his 
sermons. CouM you kindly help by 'giving me' sO'me in-
formation. . .'. .. 

Also woulod you kindly :send -me a sample: COpy of you~ 
'GOSPEL WIT.NESS~ I have never ·seen a copy, but· ~ did 
noticetn,at Dr .. Bh'ields'sermon W'hich .. I ,received; was 
taken from THE GOSPEL WI'rNES·S."" . 

* * * 
.Edmonton 

"THE GOSPEL WITNESS :is .hin'ly estimatIon one of the 
highest' class Christian weeklIes on the 'American' con­
tinent. Its adheren'ce to the 'word, and the deep spiritu.- .. 
ality which pervll.des every '!!ermon and a·iticIe lift, warm,. 
and enlighten my heart: 'and mind.. I praise God for. men 
who dare to ·so present the truth.· How I ·reHs·h .dear 
Dor. ,Shields' ·sermons. They ·'are· ever new and fresh. 
Praise God .for 'his life." . 

* * '* 
. India· 

. "I would ~.ike to wish the ·staf.f and all ~oncerned in 
the pu'blication of your' valuable paper ,fue .blessing of 
God on your efforts to give' the gospel to your readers .. 
Such 'is the. wish and prayer of t'hose of us who have for 
so many' years' had the priv,ileg~ of ,reading your paper. 
May 1957 he of great blessing ·to your many .readers. 
A correspondent ill Brazil has asked me to send as' many 
copi~ as I can of ·THE GOSPEl; WITNESS ·for distribution. 
As I .presume yo~ .know, our mjssions ·in-India are meet~ 
ing increa·sed opposition not only' firom' Hindoo and Mos .. · 
lem and Budd-Msts, but fr6ni'::Romanists; and this S'O'ciety 
is ·bande..!i together to reveal the eYils 'of Romanism." 

.* * * *. 
Argentina 

"!The Lord;s ·spe·cial !blessing be upon the editing and 
distribution of your ,A-I paper for :lbeliever-s and un-' 
believers too. I am so .. "thankful ·to :have had! ·a gift su'b. 
sc'zjption 'for ·some. time froin Mrs; J'ennings, now with . 
the Lord, and I am so glad. to coptiriue receiving thi~ . 
especially helpf.ul paper." . 

* * * 
·HiLlsbilrgih., Onto 

. "Enclosed i's money order for renewal ()of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS. I know it is worth ·much more, .but God ·grant 
that others will make up ap"d more for those ·who. cannot. 
give." ' ... ' . 

* .* * * 
Nova Scotia 

"Dear GOSPEL WITNESS: 
"I look forward eagerl>" to you'I." visit each w.eek, and I" 

ask God to bless you aibundantly, far what you have: 
meant to ·me since I first met you." . 
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DATES TO llEMEMBEll. 
Apl'lil1~ 
'" '.' 

Jarvis Street Churcll Weekly Bl"oadcast commences, 
.7.80-8.80 p.m; Sta~ion CHWO - OakYilie. Wave-
length 1250. - -

': April1-~ - ., . 
Good Friday Service of Praise, Senior and_ .ru~ior 
Choin participating. Congregational singing. 
Choir-~er---2.Mr. W. J. Hutchinson 
Organis~Mr. C; L. Penney' _ 
~ianist-Mlss J~an Ibbotson 

_ May- 2-:- -. . 
Toronto Baptist SeminarY Gl"aduation Exereises 
with Dr. C. D. Cole as sp~. 

Mal'- ,()..:....4.80-5-p.m. 
- Jarvia- street Church with Dr. Slade, -choir and con­

. : gregation 'in 'coast .to- coast broadcast in ,the Ohurch 
of ~e Air series .Dominion network. ' 

. November 8-
Mr .. James AnDstrong., Irish . evangelist, will COn­

- . 'duct evangelistiic services in Jarvis -Street Church 
- for_two Weeka.'-

'\.co" 

. , 

JARVIS STREET CBUllCH CAUNDAR, 

SUNDAY 
I .. I, 

9.41& Bi.ble ·School fol' eyerybody, from' grandfather 
, to ~e baby. , 

11.00 Mo~ing S'ervice. 'j 

-4.80 Afternoon Class. , 
_ 6.00 Prayer Servjc~ in Qreenway Chapel. 
7.00 Reguiar evening service. _ 

TUESDAY 
8.00 . Departmental Conferences of the Bible School, 

-followed by_ the teaching of the lesson' at 8.45. 

THURSDAY - . 
2.80 Senior Dorcas Sewing Meeting. 

..... 5.80· J~niOl' Do~. Sewjng Meeting. 
8.00 Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade. 

FRIDAY 
- 7.00 and 8.~i5--'-Junior and 8enio~ choir practices . 

7.00 Friday Night Round-Up for ,boys and girls. 

SATURDAY 
8.00_ Great Weekly Pray~ Service in Greenway Hall. 

A New Book By _ DR. T.- T. SHIEtOS 

THE· DOCTRINES OF GRAC~·-' 
, ,Thie _volume' contains seveJlteeD. addreues on ,the fundamental teachings of the 

:.' Christian fal",. ,Each addftee •• seriptU-raJ- -and simply p~~d. -Read' with prOfit to your 
-soul what the Bible .saye aboui such truths ... the- Atonement, Justification, Sanetifieation, the 
, Seeond Coming of CJirist and other eqwiny Important subjee18.: ' 

- , . . . 
_ -'. .- 20.· 1Ni'~m-PACJCED PAGES., • FIRST BOOK IN THE D~. T. T. SHIELDS' 

- -•. IICH MAaOON BINDING WrrH 'GOLD . 
. IMPRINT.' 

MEMORIAL LIBRARY •. 

TAU " an ",.", ChrI.I .... .. " lor your ptUlor, a .trulerit or oaIaer ~1arit'-"""" .... . . - , 

ORDEI NOW __ , ___ ... ..: ____ ~ ____________________________ :.. ______ ..;.;:.... ____ . ____ .;... ____ ...;_________ .-

'- .' .- :-ft.:iE GOSPEl WITNESS .. '1,30 e..;..,d ~ W. Toronto-2, Ontario. 

- " .: -.: 

_ Pie ... , •• nd In. __________ cop'" of rlt. Doctrln •• ,0' Grace. 

$2~ '-" _Hch Copy onI~. 
Enclo .. d -you . will find 

- I _ 

. , -

.-----------------------------~.-----------.-----------------------------------------N_ 

AcI--.:i,:.:~----~---~---------------·--------------~--·---------------,'-'--------------------
-- '.! -.' .. 

iiii~~------~------------------------------ .. ---------------------,--.----------... ~----':' 
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Bible School" Lesson Outline 
Volume 21 Seeond Quarter Lesson 2 April 14, 1957 

THE CONTROL OF THE TONGUE 
Lesson Text:'Jam~s 3:1-12. 
Golden Text: "If any man offend not in word, the same is 

a perfect man, and able also to bridle the' whole body." 
--James 3:2. ' 

Introduction: 
The Epistle of James is the first of the General Epistles, 

, comprising James, First and Second ;Peter, First, Seeond" 
Third John and Jude. The name "General" is applied ~ 
these books, since they set forth general teaching and are 
addressed to saints in general, rather th!Ul to a particular 
church or individual. It is true that Second and Third John 
are messag~s to particular Christians in the first instance, 
but they are ',linke.d :With this group, because of dealing with 
general aspects of :,truth and conduct. ' , 

The author describes himself simply as "James, a servant 
of God and 'of the Lord Jesus Christ." It is' assumed by 
many that this is James, the brother of our Lord (Gal. 1:19), 
to whom the Lord appeared after His resurrection (1 Cor. 
16:8). He beeame one of the pillars of the churcl!. at Jeru­
salem (Gal. 2:9), and as James the' Just presided over the 
Council, called to, decide the question of Gentile believers and 
their relation to the Jews in the Church (Acts 16). He be. 
friended Paul on, his last visit to JeruSalem (Acts 21:18), 
and was later martyred for his faith about 62 or 63 A.D. 

The Epistle was Written to encourage and euort those Jews, 
especially the Christians, who had been scattered among the 
nations. He urged them to be faithful in the midst of a 
hQstile world, that by their testimony and practical Chris­
tianity they might glorify God and convince their perse­
'cutors. The'Epistle expounds the practical and social aspects 
of the Gospel. It is a profitable study to compare the Epistle 
of James with the 'Sermon on'the MoUnt (Matt. 5-7). 

,The theme of the Epistle of James is justification by works ' 
(Jas.2:14-26). It supplements the teaching of Paul regard­
ing justification by faith (Gal. 2:16; 3:24). Just as we are 
justified before God on the ground of faith, in 'the finished 
work of Christ, ,so ar~ we justified before men by our works. 
We are not saved by good works (Eph. 2:8; Tit. 3:6), but, 
being saved, we must be careful to miUntain good works 
(Eph. 2:9, 10; Ti~ 3:8). Our practiCe must correspond with 
our profession, our conduct with our creed. ' 

Exposition: 
,"fames has exhorted his hearers to be slow to speak (Jas. 

1:19), .fo.r ~e man w~o cannot bridle his tongue proves that 
his rehglon IS vain (Jas.l:26). We are to speak and also to 
act as those who shall be judged by the law of, mercy (Jas. 
2:12). Christians, must avoid idle faith (Jas. 2:16-26) and 
also idle words (Matt. 12:36, 37)~ , 
, Many in our day, as in that day, wish to be known as 
teachers of the word (verse 1; 1 Tim. 1:7), but they do not 
consider the cost Of such honour. 'Many do not rightly desire 
to be teachers or masters, beeause teachers bear heavy re-, 
sponsibility. The greater the knowledge they possess, the 

\ greater the condemnation they could receive, if they should 
fail to live up to their profession and privilege (Luke 12:48; 
1 Cor. 4:7). Fluency of speech is 'dangerous, and one can 
easily wouna another with words (Prov. 12:18; 24:2). If a 
,man can control his tongUe at all times, he demonstrates that 
he is a perfeCt man, in the sense of a full-grown or mature 
Chiistian, one who also controls his whole body (1 Cor. 9:27). 

Little bitS control the movement of strong horses (PSL 
32:9), and small rudders can manage the direction of migbty 
ocean ships. Similarly, the tpngue, one of the most insig- ' 
nificant parts of our body (PrOv. 12:18; 15:2), can be of 
great force for good or for evil (Eph. 4:25, 29, 81; Jas. 4:11; 
1 Pet. 2:1). 

A tongue let loose is compared to fire (Prov. 16:27); a good 
servant-put,:~ poo,r master.· A: tinY-l!1atch may start a:.: blaze. 

. ... .. .-

. which spreads intO a great conflagration' throughout a'forest, 
causing untold damage. It is a sobering thought that our 
word!!, once spoken, can never be recalled (Matt. 12:87). The 
bitter, unjust or, untrue word will defile ~e whole body 
(Matt. 16:11, 18, 19), the family, the church and the society. 
So great is the power for evil attributable to the action of 
the tongue, that James declares that it would seem as though 
the tongue had received the sparks at fire from hell itself, 
that the iniquity, it causes is stmight froJli tAe. pit. Multi­
tudes have been swayed to fury by orators so that they 
commit cruel crimes. . 

It is impossible for man in his natural state to control his 
tongue. But (;od will enable the Christian .to master his. 
speech, as every part of the body, by the power of the Holy 

, Spirit who dwells :within us (Rom. '7:24· 8:2-4). If we live 
and walk in the Spirit, our tongues ;m not be rebellious, 
evil or poisonous. ' . 

The tongue may thus be a power for good, rather than for 
evil. It is like a mighty engine, useful and beneficial, and 
cap. able of hauling heavy weights for long diBtances, so long 
as It runs on the proper tracks. But the more powerful the 
engine, the greater the potential damage, if it swerves from 
the tracks. Let us see' to it that our tongues are used to 
praise God (Psa .. ' 71:24; 77:,12; 106:2; .146:6-12) and to help 
others (Job 27:4;. Prov. 26:11; Col. 4:6; 1 Pet. 3:9). From 
the tongue Play· issue strong but sweet, life;.giving words 
(Prov. 16:21, 22; 31:26), and from the same tongue there 
may come bitter, venomous, slanderous, death-dealing words 
(Psa. 6:9; 41:5-7; 64:3; 140:8; Rom. 3:13). . 

The words which the lips utter are an index to the' heart 
of the speaker (Matt. 12:34, 36; Luke 6:(5). By their fruits 
we know people, as we know trees (Matt. 7:16-20; Luke 
6:43-(6). Figs come from the fig tree, and berries from the 
vine. Good frui~ comes from g~od trees and corrupt fruit' 
from corrupt trees. To change the' figure, from a fresh 
water fountain will spring fresh water, and from a salt­
water fou~tain comes salt water (Prov: 18:4).1 

To control the words which proceed from the mouth, it is 
necessary, then, that' the heart be cleansed (Psa. 16:1; 89:1; 
Prov. 22:11).· The water of regeneration and the coals of 
holiness from the altar of the Lord. will ensure a pure heart 
and pure speech (Isa. 6:5-7; 1 Pet. ~:22). 

Daily Bible Readings 
April 8-Pure Words ............. : ........ : ...... : ......................... Psa. 12 
April 9----Declaring His Greatness ................... : Psa. 146:6-12 . 
April 10-The Tongue of the Just .................... Prov. 10:11-82 
April 11-Lips, a Burning Fire ........................ Prov. 16:21-88 
April 12-A Soft Answer ...................... : ................ Prov. 15:1-9 
April .1S-Speaking the Truth .............................. ,. Eph. 4:25-82 
April 14-Speaking with Grace ................................ CoL 4:1-8 .' 

Suggested Hymns 
Now just a word for Jesus. 
Sing them over again to me. 
We are but little children weak. 
Take my life, and let it be. 
Jesus biela, u~ shin~. . 
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak. 

BOOKS AND' BOOKLETS . ... 
By 'DR. T. T. SHIE~DS 

'''Oth.r LittI. 'Sh!Ps" _~ ______________________________ ... 
"Th. Plot'That Faded" _________________ ;.:.. _______ :._ 2. 
Sp.cial lIIustrate,d, Number of Sept •. 28 _____________ ~ .z& 
"Rus,.lIism or Rirth.rfordl,m", 71 pag.s __ :.___________ .21 
,"Th. Papacy in the Ught of Scripture", 26 pag .. ______ ,.z& 
"Th. OXford GrOup' A!scilyud" ______ ~____________ .os 
"Do., Killed In Action M.an Gon. to. Heaven?" '______ AI 
"Th. Christian Attitud. Towarel Amusem ...... ________ .II 
"Th. &ocI of All Comfort.. ________ :.______________ • 

Tft .. ,., Wffllel!l 
130 Gerrerd Street East, Toronto 2 • -, Canad. 
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Jarvis -Street Begins" Br~'adcastiiig , 
, . 

'S'UNDAY' EVE-NI-NG', APRIL.l4th -
. CHWO '(di~I_1250) 

- , 

7.30 to ,8.30 ' 
.' .' '. . '-, ' 

- Arrangements were ma~e this 'week for a weekly broadca'st of the' Sund~y eve;' 
ning s~rvices of Jarvis Street 'Baptist Church over Radio Sta'tion CHWO. The,time will 

I 
be from 7.30 to 8:30 every Sunday evening.' , , 

. CHWO is ~ new Radio Statio~ located in Oakville, covering the most thickly 
~ populated area in Ontario. Jt has 'been 'he~rd on occasions in Quebec, Boston, New 

York, and as far., away as Texas. Of cour~e such a wide cQv~rage is by no me'ans g,uar-' 
ante~d; but when exceptional atmospheric conditions obtain, as in t.he ~ase of all radio. 
stations, it may be"he~rd many,'miles beyon~ i-ts usual" range~ T~rough thi~ medium w,e 

, shall doubtless have the opportunity_ of ministering God's Word every Sunday evening 
to v~st multitudes "of unconverted people.,' There are also many' of ,the Lord's saint~ who 

,I 'through particular' 'circumstances are deprived on Sunday e~~:ming of gosJ?el privileges. 
We think especially of. the shut-i"s, the -aged, and the sick, as well as those who must 

, ,re"!,,ain at home, or in hospitals,' to'att~nd the. ~ick. " . ' , '. ',' - ,,' . , 

In vievi of th~ fe';' radio broadc~sts to be heard 'on Sunday' evening, we co~sider' , 
",this a rare opportu~ity~ , " 

.,-

RAD',IO FUND'", 
•• ' I 

, '-We ~re all aw..are that broadcasting is expe!1sive. Jarvis Street ~hurch already 
has many finan,cial commitments such as the. support of T o'ronto Baptist 'Seminary', THE 
Go.SPEL WITNESS., and, other vital missionary i",terests. But as this' door was so mani­
festly open'~d, to us' by God, w~ .could 'not possibly. re.fuse to enter. 

~ -. . 

We .feel confident that' those who 'liSten t9 the broadcast 'wi,II, together- with. our 
maliy friends, cooperate in helping -to finance this additional missionary':.p'roj,ect. Spe-' 

,.cial envelopes are being'prepared 'and a pac~age~ will-., be se~t to anyone uPQn r~quest.' 
'By this means contribu,tions cc]ln be made'on ~ weekly or 'monthly basis. "We ask all our' 

" , GOSPEL WITNESS friends to join us in prayer that God may use this, wider ministry to 
the salvation of many,. and to the glory of H 5, Great Nam~. " . 
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