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VERY one must spend much of his time in waiting.

We wait sometimes for better weather. Sometimes
d-i_ff:iculties of all sorts stand in our way, like a traffic
jam at the rush hour, in a big city. There is nothing
one can do but wait till the traffic thins out, and" it be-
comes possible for you to proceed on your way. Some-
timés we must wait for trains, and not infrequently, as
we have reason to know, for planes. Again, we wait for
other people. -When they are going out together occa-

sionally a man may have to-wait for his wife. More
frequently the wife will have to wait for her husband..

Mishaps occur on every hand, which interfere with the

regular schedules of.life, and, throwing things out of

joint, they compel us to spend time waiting.

Of course, this is also true of other than purely ma-.

terial concerns, like the husbandman, who sows his field,
and must wait for the fruit of his labour. There are a
hundred situations in life when the only thing we can do
is just wait.

It is easily possible to walit impatiently. Most of us
show but little patience while waltlng We complain of
the circumstances which shut ‘us in, because ‘certain help
does not come at the moment expected ; because someone,
supposedly dependable, has failed to fulfil his promise;
because a debtor does not pay when-his obligation ma-
tures; because — because — bhecause! Oh, it would ‘be a
task 1nterm1nable were we to attempt to specify the
reasons why, through the dilatoriness of -others, through
our own mistdkes, or because circumstances are unto-
ward, we must wait. ,And very often we wait not only
1mpat1ently, but angnly and complainingly. We wait
unw11hngly, and only because we must. .

Such waiting in respect to the expectatlon of any ‘plane
of llfe, is bound to be wearing to the spirit, to provide
occasions for increasing irritations, and have a tendency
. to develop a chronic irascible temper, which, in turn
makes a man a burden to himself, and to everybody else
_and’ only ensures that no one will ever wait for him,
unless it be for him to get out of the way.

But since we must all wait in one way or another
- it is part of the art of living to learn to wait patiently.
We remember a story of the late Dr. P. S. Henson, the
great Baptist preacher, of a.couple of generations ago.
He was seen standing in a departmental store, dis-
engaged, merely standing at a counter. An acquaintance
approaching him, said, “Why, Dr. Henson, what are you

‘for him.”

PATIENT WAITING

‘doing -here?”’ Quite imperturbed he said, “All the days
of my appointed time will I wait—till my change come”!
It was an admirable mixture of a little religious humour
.with his waiting.

Most of us are inclined to be w1lfu1 and to resent the
necessity of submission to any other time-schedule than

" olit own. We must wait for the sun to rise and set; but

we would not wait if we could help it.” We must learn,
however, in these matters to let patience have her perfect
work, if we would maintain a spirit of meekness and
sweetness toward the affairs of life generally.. We must
remember that it is beyond our powers to wind the clock
of the universe, or to set its hands forward or backward
at our pleasure. And if we fail thus to do, we should be
1fﬁetful and impatient in’ most of the circumstances of
ife

We know of only one way whereby we can escape the
inevitable irritability which flows from reluctant and
impatient waiting: “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently
He is well worth waiting for. He has prom-
ised: ‘““They shall not be ashamed that wait for me.” Bet-
ter.await His-time than insist upon our own.,

Perhaps some hard-pressed preacher, -or housewife, or

teacher, or business man, or some person concerned in

other. matters, will read these words, and even as they
read them,. 'they will be sitting on the edge of a chair
" impatiently waiting for some door to open for them to
spring into action. We had better await God’s time.
Elijah had a serious nervous reaction from his years
of -concentration after the victory of Carmel, and the

—

rain which followed, so that he suffered some'thmg like -

a nervous collapse under the juniper tree.’

Our ‘danger is thdt we may Wa1t our three’ and a half
years of revealed divine,- design, and in our place fulfil
the purpose of the long waiting, and then, when the
blessing waited for has really come, our tense, and
troubled nervous system may so give way as to make
it almost impossible to wait another hour, and hence
we may think with Elijah that we have lived long enough,
and that it were well if now our life were taken away.
But better wait a little, brother!
The chariots of God will soon be on their way to carry
you home to glory: “It-is good that-a man should both
hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.”

—Dgr. T. T. SHIELDS

Wait a little longer.’
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DATES TO REMEMBER

March 31— )
Dr. E. W. Johnson, Pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas, will preach in Jarvis
St. Church morning and evening.

April 19—
Good Friddy .Service of Praise, Senior and Junior
Choirs participating. Congregational singing. .
Choir Leader—Mr. W, J. Hutchinson
Organist—Mr. C. L. Penney
Pianist—Jean Ibbotson

May 2—

with Dr. C. D. Cole as speaker.
May 5—4.30-5 p.m.

Jarvis Street Church with Dr. Slade, choir and con-

gregation in coast to coast broadecast in the Church
of the Air series.

November 3— - _
Mr. James A,rmstrong, Irish evangelist, will con-
duct evangelistiec: services in Jarvis Street Church
for two weeks.

THE SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET
REAT blessing accompanied the strong preaching of

the Word in Jarvis Street Church on Sunday, March -

. 24th, - It was a good day in Zion. The saints were edi-

fied and sinners were convicted by the power of the-

Spirit. It was a joy to see four boys respond fo the in-
vitation, two anxious to be saved and two young believers
desiring to follow the Lord in baptism.

In the morning the Pastor, Dr. H. C. Slade, expounded
the important doctrine of ‘“The Indispensability of a
Priest” (Heb. 7:25). There is but one way of salvation,
one Person through whom we sinners may -approach God.

“There is one God and one mediator between God and

man, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). This High
Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, is able to save all who will
come, -even the lowest sinner. He is able to save to the
uttermost, completely. He is able also to forgive the
guilty sinner, to cleanse him from sin and give him a
justified position before a righteous and holy God. What
is the guarantee of this salvation? Christ is the living
Aidvocate, ever liv.i-ng to make intercession for us. at the
throne of God. He is there to plead for those who trust
in Him. In Him alone is salvation; vnthout Him we are
lost for ever.

On Sunday evening Dr. Slade.continued his series of
sermons on “The Passion of Our Lord” as he spoke on the
subject of “The Blackest Crime in History” .— The
Betrayal of Christ by Judas (John 13:21, 26)." Dr. Slade
described vividly the scene of that eruel betrayal, the
malicious conclave of jealous and angry men in the quar-
ters of Caiaphas, with no interest in the salvation of sin-
ners, but plotting the murder of Jesus Christ. One of
the apostles will sell the Saviour for thirty pieces of
silver (Psa. 55:12, 13). By the betrayal of Christ the
Scriptures had been fulfilled. “If it is for sin that a soul
suffers eternal death, no heart can conceive the suffer-
ings of the Son of God for our atonement.”

- The Lord Jesus Christ identified the betrayer, the
traitor. God sees the sin in the human heart which men
would conceal. In this instance Judas acted as the deputy

Toronto Baptist- Seminary Graduation Exercises

The Gospel Witness
oAt ol |

' ﬁtnieztaﬁ’t Adnocate

FOUNDER AND FIRST EDITOR—Dr, T. T. Shioldl
(Editor 1922 - 1965)

Published every Thursday for the propagation of the
Evangelical prlmcigl:s of ;the Protestant Reformation
and in defenc faith once delivered to the Saints.

$3.00 Per Year. Postpaid to any address. 10c Per Single Copy.

CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Dr. H. C. Slade, Pastor, Jarvis Street Baptist Church
- ®

ASSOCIATE EDITORS:
Dr. C.'D. Cole

Olive L. Clark, Ph.D. (Tor.)
S.S. Lesson und Exchanges ’

"l am not ashamed of the gupol of Christ."—Romans 1:16
< )
Address Correspondence:
THE GOSPEL WITNESS |
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 -
Telophone WAInut 1-7415

Canada

Roglmrod Ca Io Address: Jarwitsem, Canada

A

of Satan. “He went out and it was night.” Oh, the
blackness of that crime! Judas, one of the twelve, bar-

gained with the high priest and sold the Lord for thirty -

pieces of silver, and many to-day are selling their souls
for sensuality. Judas had . had great advantages — he

had seen the mighty works of Christ and had heard His’

preach'mg In his hypocrisy he even kissed the Lord, say-
ing “Hail, Master!” “Truth is always betrayed by this
hypocrisy.” Judas would not heed the Saviour’s warning
and for his sin must one day stand before Christ as his
Judge. Christ offers to all-a way of life, but to reject
this life is to die eternally. It was a solemn service as
the Holy Spirit brought home to hearts and minds the

exceeding sinfulness of sin and the peril of reJectmg\

Christ, who died that we mlg'ht live.

PSALM 1
. Blesg'’d is the man who hath not walked astray
In counsel of the wicked, and i’ the way
Of sinners hath not stood, and in the seat
Of scorners hath not'sat; but in the great
Jehovah’s Law is ever his delight,
And in His Law he studies day and night.
. He shall be as a tree which planted grows
By wat’ry streams; and in his season knows
To yield his fruit; and his leaf shall not fall;
And what he takes in hand shall prosper all.
~  Not so the wicked; but, as chaff which fanned
The wind drives, so the wicked shall not stand
In judgment, or abide their trial then, )
Nor sinners in th’ assembly of just men.
For the Lord knows th’ upright way of the just,
And the way of bad men'to ruin must.

—JOHN MILTON, 1653.

P, U

TN TN e




- March 28, 1957

THE GOSPEL' WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(7187 3

j The Bl_arhis' Street Pulpit

~

- The Touch of Faith -

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Sh.lelds

Preached in J arvis Street Bapx:lst Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, August 11th, 1935

) , . (Stenographically Reported)
| ' ' ' Luke 8:43-48.

S I thought of this service this evening I wondered
how once again I could make the way of life simple;
how I could state the case so as to leave everyone with-
out excuse, and make it possible for the most imperfectly
instructed person here to come into personal contact with
the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. That is the min-
© ister’s business: not to entertain, nor merely to minister
to a thirst for novelty: but to point to the way of life in
order that people may be saved. And our service will not
be in vain if some one person who, up to this hour has
never known what it was to be in personal contact with
Christ — if some one person may touch Him and receive
the healing virtue of which He has the monopoly, and
. which may be obtained nowhere else.

Our Lord had crossed the Sea of Tiberias, or the Sea
of Galilee, as it is also called, and there He had cast out
devils. And while His ministry had been appreciated by
those who were personally subject to it, there were others
who besought Him to depart out of their:coasts. Men
do that still. 'There are still many people who are being
blessed of the Lord Jesus; and. there are still people who
prefer that He should not disturb them in their present
course. So He returned, and when He came back to the
place whence Hé had gone, He found the people waiting
for Him. That is a blessed condition to be in: to be just
waiting for Jesus. Still more blessed is it to receive Hlm,
and to become the recipients of His grace.

Among those who were waiting there was one woman
who particularly engaged His attention. Let me remind
you that the Lord Jesus is still waiting for a special in-

- vitation. I know there are some people who are¢ fond of
saying they are.busy. I always mark the man who talks
of being busy. Usually the men who boast of being very
much engaged, do not require much to engage them. They
are easily kept busy. for they are usually men of little

capacity. Of all the busy men who ever lived, the Lord -

Jesus was the busiest. He went about doing good.
I wish some would ask the Lord Jesus Christ to go
home with them to-night. I wish there were some Chris-
- tian £fathers who would beg that merecy of the Lord Jesus,
and in a real way take Him home to their families. Per-
haps there are sons and daughters there who specially
need Him. Ask Him to go home with you, and you shall
not go alone.

In that crowd there was one shrinking, t 1m1d nameless
soul, who got a blessing from Him as He passed by. Oh,
tha't someone would do that to-night! I am not concerne'd
this evening with the multitudes who thronged Him,
except to remind you that they received nothing from
Him. There are still vast numbers of people who are

attracted .to the name of Jesus. Reflect for a moment
upon the fact that even in this ecity thousands of people
will gather in various places of worship in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and among them there will be a vast
multitude who will go away as they came, unprofited by
their meditation, to whom Jesus will be just as great a
Stranger as He was yesterday. May it not be 50 with us!
Rather, let us examine this old, old story, with the de-
tails of which we are all perfectly familiar. Let us ex-
amine it to see how one trembling soul tried, and then
trusted, and ultimately trmmphed through the grace of
our Lord Jesus Chrlst

1. :
Here is one who TRIED TO BETTER HER CONDI-

"TION. I suppose even this evening there are not a féew,

if we would be honest with ourselves, who have need of -
bettering ourselves.: Life is not ideal with many; few
are free from the inward fret, and from that which makes
life a burden. But here was one who had known her
need, according to .the record, for at least twelve years.
Her’s was a trouble of long: standing. Oh, doubtless
there are some here who have for many 2 long year known
that things were not right with them. You have gone
to a good many places where you have been flattered and -
complimented, where you have heard men speak of the .
glory of human nature. And in your heart -of hearts you
have said: “I wonder what that preacher is talking
about, for there is not anyfhing of that sort about this
piece of human nature. I know very well that I am
not right; I need something to be done for me.” Well,
that is a.step in the right direction. It is well when
people admit to themselves, at least, even if they acknowl-
edge it to no one else, that things are not as they ought
to be; that there is need of some power of renewal with-
in, some healing grace to fill out the def'ects of life, and
to enable a man to meet life’s emergencies, and its obliga- .
tions, too, worthily and successfully.

/This woman had dragged on a weary existence: Some-
times you complain, sometimes you admit that you are
surfeited with life; or, perhaps you put it that you are
“fed up”; as -though you had had enough. There is not
much in life. There is not when one is in ill health,
physically, still less is there when one.is in ill health
morally and spiritually. Blessed is the man, however,
who knows the plague of his own heart. You remember
that in that dedicatory prayer which Solomon offered at’
the dedication of the temple, he prayed for all who
should come within that sacred place, that house of
prayer, who should know the plague of their own heart,
and cry unto God in heaven His dwelling place.
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"1 wonder. are there son{l_e here 'this evening who know
You have .
never confessed it to your closest friends;- you have

-never admitted it to your wife, or your husband, or. to-

anyone, but you have said to yourself when alone: “O
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the

.body of this death?”

'"This woman had had a disability whlch was known

+ only to herself and to 'the physicians whom she had con- -
sulted. Many of her friends, whilé perhaps they may .

have noted the absence of a healthy glow upon . Her

- cheeks, they may have said that she looked a little pallid,

and a little out of health, but nobody knew. Nobody
knows, my.brother, but you know — you-know!. Oh, I
get letters, very often anonymous letters — I do ot llke
most anonymous letters; I'do not read them if they are

not courteous. But sometimes I have received letters from .

pegple who did not like to sign their name, who have
told me their story, the tale of their own inner struggles
the plague of their own heart. I do not know what it is,

but, I do know that “all have sinned, and come short of the -

glory of God”,’and I know that sin has many manifesta-
tions. It is no credit to one man, perhaps, that he is
sober; he may have no tendency in the direction of in-
temperance. Another poor fellow is the product 6f gen-
erations of aleoholics: it is in his very blood. He cannot
help himself. God’s curses on. the men that make it easy

for such men-to fall! — including the present Govern-

ment of Ontario! Oh, how many poor victims of that "par-
ticular disposition to sin have I known!

inward struggle you would never have imagined, if you
had seen her. She has come to me in my vestry and has
said: “I hate it as I ‘hope I hate the devil himself, but

when the smell of -alcohol strikes my nostrils there: is -

something in me that melts, and all resistance is gone,
and I am helpless Oh, that I could find deliverance from

lt'”

It may not be that it may be some other evil tendency.

" I speak to men and women who know the plagie, of their

‘own hearts, to men and women who say:

“Ah, there is
something that-is just ruining my life, taking the sweet-
ness out of it all the time. What shall I do?”

"'This woman had gone to many physicians. There are
some physicians to-day, many ‘soul-healers. I do not.know
that there ever were more religious-quacks in the world
than there are to-day. Did you ever-make the acquaint-
ance of a family into which, let us .say; cancer has come?

Someone is stricken with that deadly malady. What hap- .

pens? All the people of the nelghbourhood seem to find
out about it, and, that family is surprised to discover how
many people have had contact somehow or another, direct-
ly, -or indirectly,- with that disease.
sion begins, and you hear of a hundred remedies. Some-
body knew somebody. who had cancer, and they got some

Indian roots of some sort and they were healed. Some--
“body else heard of some magic somewhere. The' quacks

get rich on human despair. The persons says, “I will
grasp at anything that gives me hope of being healed.”

The same_ thing is true, religiously: New Thought!.

Christian Science! Russellism! Oxford Groupism: and I
don’t know ‘how mhany others. . Pick up your Saturday
paper. There are enough of them there. What are they?
Many physmans who are advertising their wares to
stricken souls who know that something is wrong, and
they do not know what. They alone know the plague of
their own heart. - '
Y

" Christian faith, seems impossible in some cases.

. that place that would help me?”

- A woman used
to come here, one who was most respectable and whose

And then a proces- -

.our destiny; that is God’s plan for us.

This woman had suffered mtmy things . of many physt-
-cians. I have seen that, too. I know a man who has tried
everything — it seems to/ me there is not any bit of
religious -quackery iin the world that he has not sampled,
and his mind is so cluttered up, so full of these ideas,
that there 18 not any room to enter at.all. Belief, simple
They
have suffered many things; they have gone from one
place to.ariother hoping for relief.

There may be someone here to-night like that Perhaps
you were never in this place before; perhaps you were

“afraid to come. Perhaps you heard that we were fanatics.

Brother Wilmot told me the other day of a certain gentie-
‘man whom he had met in Edinburgh, and he said to-him:

_“Did you hear. Dr. Shields:when he was here?” “No; I

did not. But say, he is an awful man!” “Is he?” “Yes;
why Mr. So-and-So knew a certain man who told him

. that Dr. Shields dealt so severely with one man that eyen

while he was -speaking he ‘dropped dead at his feet’ & I
do not, wonder that people are afraid to come, if that were
the case.

Perhaps you are here for the first t1me and I w1ll tell
you why you came. Not that your opinion 'was changed
at all, but because you were nothing better but rather
worse, and you said: “I.wonder after all if that old gospel
would suit my .case? I wonder if I might hear a word in
Oh, many a person has
been brought to this place after that fashion, who ‘has
met, not with the preachers, but with the Saviour Whom
we try to preach. Never mind about me. You can
describe the preacher as having horns and hoofs if that
gives you any pleasure he will not trouble about it at
all. He has long since ceased to be concerned about that
kind of thlng But I am concerhed about you. You have
a plague in your heart, and you have done everything to
try to get rid of it, but up to this hour you have to con-
fess that you are none better, but rather worse -— no
1mprovement whatever. ~

There is one thing to be observed about this woman:
she was not disposed to resign herself to her fate. I have
often found people physically ill who have given up the
fight. Doctors have said to me again and again: “I

. should like to ‘have your co-operation.” “What.is the mat-

ter, doctor?” “Well, this patient will not help me; he has
just given up.” I am glad this. woman did not give up.
She said: “I am all wrong. ' Ljfe is a burden, but it ought
to -be better. It might be better. Surely,.surely there is
help for me somewhere! What about this Jesus of Nazar-
eth ?”” Somebody said to her, perhaps, “GCh, well, you have
heard of all the oth'er.'physici'a-ns-, ‘have you not, and you
have tried onée after another with the same effect? I

_should not bother if I were you.” But she said, “Well,

even if T do not succeed, I cannot be much worse. I will
try again.” And when she heard that Jesus of Nazareth
was there, she came. .

My dear friends, I pray that God, the Spirit, may teach
‘us that someone has come to make us whole, to minister
to life’s complement, to make us not fragments, mere seg-
mentary Christians, little bits of men, broken earthen-
ware! No, no, no! “Wilt thou be made whole?” That 1is
Not that we
should drag along as this ;woman had done these twelve
.years. -7 !

. II. : :

Now then, observe HOW.SHE TRUSTED. What were
the steps of faith? In the first place ske had come to the

_-'M -

B
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end of herself. '‘She had said, “So far as I am concerned
I have spent all my living. No use to recommend any
doctor to me, for I have no resources with which to pay
his bill. T am at the end of myself.” Blessed poverty that
brmgs a stricken soul to Jesus' Blessed is the man who
comes to the end.of himself, and knows that there are
no resources within himself that can mend a broken life!

In 'the next place she had come to the end of her confi-

dence in others. No other doctor could command her in-

-terest. Nobody had helped her thus far, and.she did
not believe anybody else could help her. Oh, how I wish
-that we could get to that'place' I wish you would come to
see that there is no help in.man of any sort. You say:
“The minister can help me.” No, he cannot. “Well, the

church can help me.” No. “The ordinances of the church-'

will help me.” No, they will not. “Do 'you not think it
a good thing to go to church?” Yes. “Don’t you think it
a good thing to read 'the Bible.” Yes. “Is it not a good
thing to pray?” Yes; but you hiave done all, have you not,
and you are not saved yet.” You see, dear friends, this
.woman had come to the place where her hove was centred

unon Jesus Himself. She had heard of the Lord Jesus.

There were no newspaners in those days. She had not
read about Him in a book. . There was no radio in that
day, so she had not heard about Him through the air.
She had heard about the Lord Jesus, because somebody,
who had been blessed by Him, had told her —.just passed’
on the word. No kind of advertising will take the place
. of personaltestimony to the saving power of Jesus Christ.
I dare say she had met other people who had been healed.

We once were blind. all of us. but some of us have had

our eyes onened. Perhaps this -woman had seen some’

blind man whose eyes Jesus had opened. Perhaps she had
seen some.of His miracles, and had said within herself:

“Qh, that I might be the subiect of His wonder-working
power! That is what I want.” My friends, I call you

away from confidence in anvthing and everything, any- -

bodv and everybody, but the Lord Jesus Himself.
This woman said within herself: “If I may but touch

~his garment. I-shall be whole.” How ™ ‘wise she was! She

said. virtuallv: “If I can establish contact with Him, Who

is the Lord of Jife, then life will come ‘into this enfeebled
. body, and I shall be a whole woman once again.” And she
.was right. My dear friends, will you just say that in
your own soul this evening?
“None but Jesus

Can do helpless sinners good.” -

“If I may but touch his garment” — I have often quoted
to you Dr. Jowett’s illustration on that passage. I heard
him once say. referring to this incident: “There is some-
body here who says, ‘But Jesus-is not here in the flesh,
and I don’t know how to touch Him’.” And this is what
he said: “Tell ‘Him vou don’t know how to touch Him,
and that will touch Him.” So it will. ' Just tell Him some-
how that vou want to'get to Him, — Get nast the preach-
er, the church, everybodv, to Jesus.
that will touch Him: “Whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.” 'That scrinture I have just
anoted is written in that connectlon The anostle says:
“Say mnot in thine heaft. Who shall ascend into heaven?
" (that is, to bring “Christ down from above:) Or, Who
shal] descend 'into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ

asain-from the dead:)” — Do not say that — “The word .

is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of -faiﬂ,},. whio_h we preach ; that if thou shalt

Tell Him that, and

confess with thy. mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised ‘him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved. For with the "heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whoso-
ever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is”
no difference between the Jew.and the Greek: for the

same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. .~

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” It does not make any- difference how you call,

“how you phrase your prayer. It is the heart longing and

determination to establish ‘contact with Jesus. That is
the only thing that matters, and when you are resolved
upon that, pushing past everybody to Christ, that minute
the miracle which this woman experienced shall be yours,
and He will save you.

III.

So then, let me speak to you for just a minute or two
about HER TRIUMPH. She pushed through the crowd.
Perhaps she did not get very close. She may have had
to push her way- in between ‘two ‘people, but somehow she
touched His garment, and the moment she did that, the
plague was gone. She had touched Him with Whom is
the fountain of life, and it had flowed into her, and she
was whole of hér plague, and she knew in her body that
she was whole of the plague. ' She knew she had got a .
blessing from the Lord. Do you? Ah, some of you do. I
have seen you nodding, as though you would say: “That
is so, Pastor.” And I know that He has touched you, you
know what I am talking about. You remember the happy
day, when Jesus washed your sins away.. ’

But there may be sofne others who have wondered, and
it may be that even as I have been speaking, your heart
has gone out to Jesus, and inarticulately has sent a cry
heavenward, and you have touched Him. There lias come
into your soul a.great peace. People have been converted

a'l over this place. I don’t beliéve there is a pew in the °

building which has not been visited by the Spirit of God.
I hope there is.not. Many a person has told me of the
exact place they were sitting when the work of grace was
done. Later they made confessions; but the touch, the
contact with Jesus was a secret matter, a private trans-
action between the soul and God. Have you had it to-

- night? Do not-wait for any after meeting, do not wait

for any opportunity to confess Christ. Have you touched

Him? That is my question. :
- I think this woman must have been- thnlled first of

all, although she was filled with fear too, but she must
have been thrilled when she heard Jesus say, pausing in
His march: “Who touched me?” He did not need to ask
that question: He knew-who had touched Him. He asked
that question with a purpose. Peter said — Peter was
always ready with an explanation — “Master, the multi-
tude throng-thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who
touched me? I have seen hundreds of people touch you
myself, and sayest thou, Who touched .me?” I fancy that
trembling woman was - just listening to hear what He

would say. How thrilled she must have been when-she -

heard .Jesus say: “Somebody hath™~touched me: for I.
perceive that virtue is gone out of me”' -She must have

-said in her-heart, -“Hallelujah, that is”a confirmation of

my finward assurance! I felt that I was healed. Now I

‘know that I am healed .for He said virtue has gone out
of Him.” Do you not see it? The disciples did not know .
that she had been healed, but I fancy that-she was rather,
toSsed about’in her mind. I do not think she had ‘much’

b,
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comfort at that particular time. She had physical heal-
ing, but her mind was in a state of unrest and fear and
anxiety. “Oh,” she said, “I am so glad of the healing, but
what have I done? Have I done wrong?”

.Has something happened to you, my friends? something
that nobody can explain, and that you cannot explain
yourself, but you know within yourself that God has come
Have you the peace of God? No; but I Know
that God has touched me somehow.

When the woman saw that she was not hid — do not
forget that from Him no secrets are hid: “All things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do”. Let me remind you that you cannot stedl
a blessmg from Jesus_anonymously: You cannot be saved
and enjoy the comfort of the Holy Ghost on the sly. If
virtue has come into you, the Lord Jesus knows it has
gone out of Him, and He knows where it has gone. He
knows He has done something for you, and He does not
need Peter’s explanation at all, — when the woman saw
that she was not hliid, she came tremblingly. Oh, she had
difficulty in coming! It was difficult to get through that
press; but she was determined, and she got to Jesus. Did
you ever try to get on the street car at night, in a rush
hour when there is some gentle lady trying to get on?
Well, you had better stand back, and let her go. Some-
times when I have seen some of them driving -ahead of
me, I have maid, “Well, I am just going to slow down

until that dear soul gets on her way. I.am not going to .

run any risk with her.” When I have a clear road I pass
her, and I have said: “I thought so0.” She was just de-
termined to get through. It is a difficult thing some-
It is difficult to get  past the
mountains of religious error that are piled up, difficult
sometimes to get past people who profess to be His fol-
lowers, and who are so ready with an explanation, as was
Peter. Peter knew better afterward. He did not know
so much then, great soul as he was!

This woman fell down before Him and told Him just
what had happened. And then was added to her this
gracious word: “Daughter” — full of fear was she, but

Jesus said to her —-“Daughter, be of good comfort: thy .

faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.” I can imagine
that the lines of pain, the drawn look upon her counten-
ance that had been there many years because of her long
suffering, were perhaps suddenly smoothed out. Perhaps
when she came home her husband, or her children, if she
had any, may have looked at her and said, “What has
happened?”’ I think she would have sald "I am made
whole, and I have peace.”

That is a great thing, is it not? to be made whole, and

-to have peace! Oh, will you touch Him? Touch Him!

“The healing of His seamless robe
Is by our beds of pain”.
Yes, but ' '
“We touch Him in life’s throng and press,
And we are whole again.”

Let.us pray H

O Lord, we thank Thee that Jesus has come. We thank
Thee that He still lives to plead the merits of His own
precious blood before the throne of God. Bless our medita-
tion to our souls this evening. In that great throng that
gathered about the Lord Jesus there was at that hour but
one soul that received blessmg We would pray that many
in this congregation may receive blessing. But, O Lord, let
it be at least one, someone,r some man, some woman, sSome
boy or girl. Let not Thy word fall to the ground. Let.Thy
salvation come to this house, for Thy name’s sake, Amen

JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR
SUNDAY '

9.45 Bible School for everybody, from grandfather

- to the baby.
11.00 Morning Service..
4.30 Afternoon Class.
6.00 Prayer Service in Greenway Chape]
7.00 Regular evening service.

TUESDAY

8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Bikble Scliot;l,
followed by the téaching of the lesson at 8.45.

THURSDAY

2.30 Senior Dorcas Sewing Meeting. -
5.30 Junior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
8.00 Blble Lecture by BPr. H. C. Slade

FRIDAY

7.00 and 8.16-—Junior and Senior choir practices.
7.00 Friday Night Round-Up for boys and girls

- SATURDAY

8.00 Great Weekly Prayer Service in Greenway Hall

Only 3 Days
To March 3lsl

YOU HAVE SAID o
“I must send something to The Gospel
Witness”; or
“I must send something to The Seminary”

AS A MEMBER OF JARVIS STREET ..

CHURCH PERHAPS YOU HAVE
SAID:
- “I must make up my weekly offermg
arrears”; or

“I must send in a thankoffering over and
‘above my weekly contribution, for ‘the
blessings I have réceived.”

HAVE YOU SAID ONE OR ANY OF
THESE THINGS?

HAVE YOU DONE WHAT YOU
SAID YOU MUST DO?

If not, do it at once! Do it now!

Time waits for no man, and
March 31st will soon be here.

~
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What Conshtutes a Regular Baptist Church'?

By Dr. D. A. McGregor
'(An Address Delivered at the Ministerial Institute in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 1880)

F A CHRISTIAN makes his choice of church connec-
tion a matter of conscience toward God, and not
simply one of personal convenience, then a knowledge of
what a church is, ‘in faith and practice, must precede his
entrance into its fellowship If he unites with one bedy
of Christians rather than with another — if he invites
fellow-Christians to union with that body rather than
with another — the only worthy reason for his doing so
must be his conviction that the body with which he is
connected .is a trily Seriptural Church. But how can he
know this if he has not acquainted himself with the ac-
cepted beliefs of the body with which he stands identi-
fied? There must be some knowledge of ¢hurch belief or
practice as a ground of preference between different sys-
tems of church organization, else the upholding of one
rather than another differs not from the blindest party-
ism. If churches. are not to take their scripturalness as
a thing for granted, they must prove it by comparison
with the Divine standard. But how can such comparison
be instituted if there be not definite knowledge of the
position held? Since correctness of faith and practice may
be known only by comparison with Scripture — and since
there cannot be comparison-without a knowledge of the
things to be compared — it cahnot be unimportant to

inquire into what constitutes a Regular Baptist Church.

As, by the wording of this question, I shall be brought
- to the frequent repetition of the term, “Regular Baptist
Church”, I wish 'to ,state that I use it not by way of
ostentatious title.’” The name in itself is nothing. .It is
used simply as the briefest description of the 'partmu]ar
organization now under discussion.

In stating the various elements which in their com-
bination, constitute a Regular Baptist Church, wé men-
tion first the essential character of its membership.

- A Regular Baptist Church is a society of converted

persons. Regeneration is not only a doctrinal belief, but.

an indispensable qualification for church fellowship. By
this we do not mean that a church exercise on omniscience
which guards it from all deception, but that none are
received into its fellowship without first having given
satisfactory evidence, so far as the church can judge, of
personal salvation through faith in-the Son of God. A
Regular Baptist Church is not composéd of believing
parents and their children, but of believers and believers
only. Christian parentage gives no title to and no fit-
ness for its fellowship. The question is not one of youth

or age, of Christian or un-Christian birth, but of a per- °

sonal quickening from a state of spiritual death to life
in Christ. The sons and daughters of the Lord God Al-
mighty are not so by mere natural birth. There is no
sonship in God’s family, and not true membership in His
church, apart from the reception of Christ. “To as many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name, which
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God.” A manifest desire to
flee from the wrath to come is, in itself, no qualification
for its membership. ‘The church presents itself not as the
sinners’ refuge, but as the home of the saved. It is not

the sphere in which'-conversion is to be wrought, but is

itself the converted and converting agency which works

under God for the salvation of the world. But if the
ch-u-ljch is thus to be, under God, the light of the world,
its members cannot be the children of darkness. The
living temple for God’s indwelling cannot be composed of
those who are dead in trespasses and sins. Believing,
therefore, that the church of God is a spiritual body, a
spiritual 1b1rth and a spiritual life are, in a Regular Bap-
tist Church, made a condition and.a characteristic of
membership. This, and this alone, can satisfy the apos-
tolic .description of the churches of God: “Ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus; for as. many of
you as have been. baptized into Christ, have put on
Christ.” No body of Christians can, therefore, be acknowl-
edged as a Regular Baptist Churchy, if it has not made a
regenerated life a test question of membership.

But further. A Regular Baptist Church is composed
not simply of those who are regenerated, but of those re-
generate persons who have submitted themselves to
Christian baptism, upon a professmn of faith. By Chris-
tian baptism we mean the immersion of a believer in

water, into the name of the Father, and of the Son and

of the Holy Ghost.. If the act be any other than immer.
sion, then it is not that which Christ instituted. If the
person be any other than a believer, then he is not\the
person Christ designates. If the person be a believer,
and the act be immersion, yet, if the baptism be not in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and-of the Holy
Ghost, it is not Christian baptism. It is not what Christ
commanded to be done. ‘The formula of Christian bap-
tism is not less important than the act enjoined or the
subject specified; and that is not Christian baptism
which, in any way, either by change or omission, inter-
feres with the Divine institution. Therefore no persons
are scripturally baptized but those who, on a profession
of faith, have been immersed in water, into the name of
the 'Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. This
is not only Regular Baptist Church belief, but as Christ
has placed baptism at the threshold of church relations,
80 none are sreceived into Regular Baptist Churches but
those who have thus submitted to His ordinance. Any
church which administers any other rite in the name of
baptism, or receives into its membership any. others than
those who are thus baptized, is not a Regular Baptist
Church. -

But more than this. Regeneration and baptism, though
indispensable prerequisites to church membership, do not
in themselves constitute their subjects a Regular Bap-
tist Church. Men may be. regenerated and baptized, and
yet be members of no visible church whatever. They
thus have fitness for membership, but there can be no
membershlp without organization. A Regular Baptist
Church is, therefore, an organized body. It is not only
an orgamzed body, but a local organization. 'The ‘ex-
pressions, “Regular Baptist Church”, and “Regular Bap-
tist Denomination”, are by no means synénymous.
Though the words are often used interchangeably, such
usage embodies an unscriptural assumption. The Regu-
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lar Baptlst‘denominatxon is not a church; nor is any de-

nomination a church. "Denomination is no‘thmg but a
term which distinguishes or designates various ohurches
of the same faith and-order.
in no6 sense comprises all those who hold similar views of
Gospel truth. The churches of .Christ were many in apos-

A church of Christ on earth’

. tolic times, when there was a perfect- unity of belief. The

churches of Christ are still many, as distinct local as-
semblies, ‘and they can blend their ‘identities in no other
unlty than that of the church invisible, A- Regular Bap-
tist Church is, therefore, a loeal organization of baptized
believers, associated by mutual consent, in the fdith; and
love, and labor of the Gospel — for the maintenance of

holy, just, and -good, and is incumbent upn all mankind.
All its claims had to be satisfied before salvation could
be offered to any of the human family; therefore, all men
must be, by nature, under its condemning power.
penalties still rest on all who are not redeemed from-its
curse. Nor has Christ, in His vicarious work, in any
way abrogated that law. It is by His fulfilment of law
that he has brought his people out from under its con-

"demnation. And He has brought them out from- uhder

its condemnation, not that it might be no longer their rule

of life, but that the. righteousness of the law might be -

. fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh but after

. the pure worship of God, for the spread of His truth, and -

for the proper observance of His ordinances. Thus- far,

we have found the essential elements which enter into.the-

constitution of a Regular Baptist Church to be a regen-
erated life and a scriptural baptism, without which there
cannot be proper-subjects for church membership;_and

, ‘these subjects united in local organization, without whlch
there cannot be church existence.

The second essen‘tlal element, which we would mention
as entering into the constitution of a Regular Baptist
Church is the doctrinal baszs of its unity.

That a definite form of doctrinal belief is requisite to
_Regular Baptist Church existence, is seen from the simple
fact_that there are church orgamzatlons which -are one
with us in their beliefs concerning the ordinances, and
who differ from us only on doctrinal grounds — and yet
with-them.we have-no church fellowship, If there were
no do¢trinal differences, the denominations would be one-
_If doctrinal belief were not a test question with Regular
Baptist Churches, thése differing denominations would
still be one.
trinal bélief-is the only difference, proves mainly that in
Regular Baptist Churches doctrinal belief is regarded as
an indispensable basis for church unity.

I cannot here state in full the teachings which, in a
doctrinal point of view, characterize a church as one of
Regular Baptist faith. This would be work not for a

short address, but for a treatise on theology. Yet, per--

haps, the briefest outline of that faith is here necessary.

The faith of Regular Baptist Churches,  concerning
God, is, that there is one, and only one, living and true
God — the infinite, intelligent; eternal, self-existent
Spirit — the first cause of all things — glorious in His

.perfectlons ‘tri-personal in His exlstence, and yet, at the

" same time, essentially and eternal]y one. C '

Their belief concerning man is that he is the creation

of God. By-the will of his Maker he is to remrain a liv-

ing, conscious being- forever. His eternal blessedness,

-not ‘his eternal existence, was-conditioned upon his obedi-
.ence. By sin, he involved himself and all his race in

hopeless ruin, under the curse of law and the relgn of

death.

They believe that the Holy Scrlptures as orlgma]ly
given, are God’s revelation to man, and are the infallible
guide and supreme standard of all creeds and" of all
conduct. - °

The falth of a Regular Baptist Church, in reference to
the law of ‘God is, that it is that system of moral govern-
ment under which man was placed fin his creation, and

under which He still lives. That'same law, the unchanged

‘standard of perfect life, was afterwards given to man
in written record by the pen of inspiration. That law is

-

the Spirit.
fulfilled in us if it were not our rule-of life. It is, there-
fore, in its unchanged perfection of holiness, justice and
goodness, the glorious standard of all moral excellency,
the abiding rule of all Christian life. Do we then make
void the law through faith? God forbid! yea, we estab-
lish the law.

The faith that characterlzes a Regular Baptist Church,

in reference to the way of salvation, may be briefly des-
ignated as Pauline or Calvinistic.
grace, by the redemption of: Christ, by the power of the

. Spirit,- by Ibehef of the truth, apart from any human

IThe fact that they are not one, while doc- \

" clusively national, and ceased with the abolition of the .

merit, men are made new cleatures in 'Christ Jesus, and
preserved unto the day of H1s commg

The Sabbath is -believed to be an Edemc 1nst1tut10n
and as such, it was designed for the whole human fam-
ily, and for all time. The Sabbath was made for man,
and not simply for a small section of the human race. It
was given to man as needful for him even in his inno-
cency. How much more after his fall! It is a divine in-
stitution which has never been abolished, and, therefore,
carries with it perpetual obligation. The ceremonies con-
nected with its observance by ancient Israel were ex-

ceremonial law; but the original Sabbath, which, in its
primitive simplicity, was not- for the Jew only, but for
man universally, could not 'perish in the dissolution of
that -which was merely national. The Lord of the Sab-
bath saw fit to change the day of its observance, and %o

-make it commemorative, not only of the works which were

finished from the creation, but also of the completed re-
demption which crowned t’he resurrection morn. ~The
first day of the week is, therefore, now observed, by His
appointment, -as the Lord’s Day or Christian Sabbath. It

‘is to be'spent in freedom from secular toil, and in the

special worship of God.

“Remember the Sabbath day
to-keep it holy.” ) ’

In reference ‘to the doctri me of last things the faith of '

Regular Baptlst Churches is, that, at the last day, Christ,
the appointed”judge of men, shall-descend from heaven.
“The dead that ‘are in their graves shall hear His voice,

.and come forth; they that have done good unto the resur-

rection of life, and they t-hat have done evil unto the
resurrection of damnation.”
their final awards. The 1'1ghteous will be adjudged to
endless blessedness, and- the wicked to equally endless mis-
ery. “These shall go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into life eternal.”

I have thus striven, with the greatest brevity. I could

command, to present the -faith of a Regular Baptist -

Church, concerning God and man, law and gospel, present

institutions, and final things. I am conscious of, the very -

great 1mperfectlon of the presentation, .but the time al-
lotted to me w1ll not permit me to do more.

Its ¢

But righteousness of the law could not be -

'
P anns Ve WP . SN

By ‘the election of "

Christ will then give to all

o
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It may be objected that a definite system of doctrine
cannot be'an essential element in the constitution of a
Regular Baptist Church, since many persons are mem-
bers in our churches who are not able to pronounce defi-
nitely, even upon the few articles of faith we have here
enumerated. It is true that many, perhaps the majority,
of those received into the fellowship of Baptist churches
need clearer perception of the ‘things which are most

surely beheved among us as a body. Yet this does not .

invalidate the statement that a definite system of doc-
‘trine is an essential element in the constitution of Regu-
lar Baptist Churches. In schools of instruction, there are
those who, either from inability or inapplication, fail to
attain to a knowledge of the princi'ples which the schools
seek to inculcate, Yet this is far from proving that no
" such principles are taught " The most positive and defi-
nite system of traith may be propounded, and yet, some
may fail to apprehend it. The question, then, is not to be
decided onthe ground of the pupil’'s want of comprehen-
sion, but by an examination.of the authorized system of
instruction. So the question as to whether a church has
a definite form of doctrine, and whether that form be
- regularly Baptistic, is not decided by the erroneous be-
lief of a private member, but by an examination of the
"teachings which the church, as a body, accepts and sanc-
tions. Churches may t‘hus"have in them members who
" know' not the certainty of the things wherein they have
been instructed, and yet be Regular Baptist Churches,
but they cannot teach different systems of doctrine, and
yet be said to have but one faith.
oheness of- faith, as a basis of church unity, then church
organization would be but a mockery of the Most High.
The ‘Gospel is a. positive system of truth, or it is nothing;
‘and a church is a church of God’s institution only in so
far as it holds ‘the. doctrines and ordinances which the
Gospel reveals and enjoins. A Gospel church has one
faith as truly as it has one Lord and one baptism. Its
unity is a unity of the faith. Its members are kit to-
gether in belief of the truth. If doctrinal belief were no
condition for c¢hurch membership, “but simply professed
attachment to-the person of Christ; then might the doors
of our churches be flung open to Unitarian, Universalist,
Antinomian and Annihilationist, and the doctrine of
devils might be accepted as the faith of God’s elect. If
" Regular Baptist Churches can’ fellowship every form of
doctrine under the sun, then they are no longer the
churches of the living God. The church of the living God
is the pillar- and ground of truth. But a church cannot
be at the same time the pillar and 'ground of truth and
the home of heresy. If Regular Baptist Churches be the
pillar and ground of ‘truth, then they cannot be the care-
less introducers of false doctrine; and if they can lend
- their patronage to false doctrine, then they are no longer

a pillar and ground of truth. But if they are not the

pillar and ground ‘of the truth they are ho longer the
churches of the living God. And if they be not the
. churches of the living God, then what do we here in
prayer and .effort for ‘their promotion? In our belief,
then, at least, they must be the pillar and ground of the
truth, else we sin in seeking their prosperity. But how
can we esteem-them to be the pillar and ground of the
truth, if it be true that doctrinal belief is no condition
of membership? If the declarations of the faith of Regu-
lar Baptist Churches may read thus: — We do, and we
do not, believe the following doctrines; we teach this
definite system of truth, and we teach the contrary; we

If there were not a-

. -episcopal supremacy.
ity of no organized body on earth, whether Conference,

“ernmental functions.

have one faith and one order, and yet can accommodate
every variety of belief and lawlesgness; how can such
churches be the pillar and ground of the truth? If our
faith is made up of such degenerate folly, then Regular
Baptist Churches are not the churches of the living God.
Let us then either resign our high claims to be apostolic
churches, or let us recogize the essentiality of our .doc-

-trinal beliefs to our church existence.

Another characteristic of a Regular Baptist Church,
is the nature and number of its permanent offices. Its
distinctly official positions-are two, the pastoral and the
diaconal. The church.has power to elect persons to, or
depose them from, these official positions, but it has no
power to change the offices themselves. It may exist, as
a church, under such circumstances,.that, for a time, it
may be without fit persons-to £ill the vacant offices, and
vet, so long as the offices themselves are recognized, the
church is, in this respect, Regular. But the moment it
interferes with these divine appointments by discarding
any of the offices as unnecessary, or by substituting for
them any other system of management, that moment it
ceases to be a Regular Baptist Church. It has violated
God’s institution. I shall make no further statements in
reference to this position, as. the thought is to be elab-
orated in another addrebs

‘Another factor, essentlal to Regular Baptlst Church
existence, is its form of governmment, which is that of
congregational independency. Free from State aid and
State legislation, it leans noft on 'the arm of political
power. Within itself it submits to no hierarchical or
It is under the legislative author-

Presbytery, Association or Union, but believes the laws
of Christ to be all-sufficient for its guidance apart from .
all human interference. Each church is<thus in itself an
independent democracy, or rather, it has no supremacy
exercised over it, but the supremacy of Christ. It ac-
knowledges no authority under Christ to be higher than
itself, in reference to its own dutiés. Prelatic orders and
legislative Assemblies are alike repudiated, on the ground
that Christ has established no such vicarship over his
heritage. Associations and Unions may meet for confer-
ence upon ‘Christian work, but they can exercise no gov-
Individual churches are the high-
est executives of Christ on earth. If an offending brother
hear not the church, there is no higher court of appeal.
An aggregation of churches can have no dominion over
the faith of an individual church. If a church do err
from the faith, sister churches may labor for its reclama-
tion, but can exercise over it no coercive power. Their
only course in cases of persistent error is simply a with-
drawal of church fellowship. Yet while Regular Baptist
Churches are mutually independent they may consistently
seek counsel, one from another, in times of difficulty.
Nor 'does their independency absolve them from the claim
of common honesty that each de ‘consider the interests
and opinions of sister churches as well as its'own, in all
matters which may in any way affect the general well-
being. Nor does this 1ndependency in any way hinder
sister churches from uniting, by mutual consent, on a
basis of common faith, for the advancement of all Chris-
tian enterprise which requires co-operative labor; and
in so far as they unite £or mutual co-operation, in so far
must ‘there be mutual interdependency. Thus Regular
Baptist Churches, in their independency, possess all the
advantages of individual freedom and united. strength.
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Another essential and distinctive principle which chaxr-
acterizes an organlzed body, of Christians, as a Regular
Baptist Church, is absolute non-mterference with divine
institutions.

This holds true in reference to the laws which Christ

has instituted for the government of His Kingdom. Regu-
lar Baptist Churches maintain that Church legislation.is
not only unnecessary, but that any attempt in this direc-
tion is a daring assump't'ion of the prerogatives of the

' . King of Zion. Christ is sole Legislator. The laws of His

Kingdom are already established by Himself.. His
churches are called upon not to enact laws for self-gov-
ernment, but simply to observe all things whatsoever He
has commanded. The authority with which His churches
are invested is_simply executive. So emphatically does
Christ forbid any interference with the laws which He
has  instituted -that He .declares the person who
presumes to make even the slightest alteration, if he be
Christian at all, to be the lowest subject in ‘His realm,
“Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called
the least in the Kingdom of Heaven.” In the light of such
declaration, every Christian must acknowledge that Di-
vine institutions may not be changed by man. No one
who believes the Bible can acknowledge less. But he who
makes this acknowledgment thereby surrenders that for
which Regular Baptist Churches contend, and must also
accept what 'his acknowledgment involves. Thus, if
Divine institutions may not be changed, there follows,
first, that the churches of Christ must observe the Christ-
established conditions of membership. When Christ,
therefore, declares that none but the regenerate may en-,
ter the Kingdom, what man dare violate His commands
by introducing the unregenerate? When Christ institutes
baptism as: His ordinance, who may change it to sprink-
ling? When Christ says that none but believers are fit
subjects for Christian baptism, who may add, “and their
children?” .

But further, he who admits, as every Christian must,
that man has no right to interfere with divine. institu-
tions, must accept another conclusion which this acknowl-

. edgment involves, and, in so doing, must abandon.every
If Christ has .

position on which open communion rests.
established an order in the observance of gospel ordin-
-ances, man may no more violate that order than he may
violate any other of the institutions of God.” That Christ
has established order in the gospel system is seen from

the fact that regeneration, by -his command, precedes
baptism, and baptism, by his command, precedes church- -

fellowship. -But, if baptism precedes church- fellOWShlp,
it must also precede the Lord’s Supper, which i$ observed
only within the fellowship of the church. A Regular Bap-
-tist Church, therefore, believes, in common with other
bodies of Christians, that, in the order of observance,
baptlsm precedes the Lord’s Supper. Thig is the order

in which they were instituted by Christ. 'This is the -
order in which they stand enjoined in the great com- -

miksion. This is the order in which they were observed
_in the apostolic practice. Here, then, i§ the real question
at issue between Regular Baptist churches and open com-
munionists: “Shall we keep the ordinances as'they were

delivered?” But, if it be true, as we have already shown,’

that there must be absolutely no interference with divine
institutions, how can we, in God’s name, invite to a course
which is subversive of divinely established order?-Exam-
ine the statute boold of the King of Zion and if you can

find one instance in which He has, either by precept or
example reversed the order which He instituted in the
observance of the ordinances, then take that single ex-
ception and argue from it against the general law. But
if there be not, as there is not in the Word of God, a
single recorded’ example where the Lord’s Supper pre-
ceded baptism, then those who fight against this order
are simply at war with the Almighty. The man who
hurls his censures against the observance of this rule
must remember that he implicates thereby, not the sub-
ject whose duty is obedience, bui the great Lawgiver
Himself, and thus, with imputations of unchristian nar-
rowness, assails the character of the Most High. The
test of the communion question, as of every other article
of Christian faith and practice, is not personal feeling,
but the Word of God. So far as personal feelings are
concerned, Regular Baptist- Churchés cherish ‘Christian

love toward- every Christian’ denomination, but they do.

not believe that they’ are called upon to give expression

to that love by “breaking the laws of Christ, nor do they

think him fit for communion who would seek it by such
a means.
man is that which, even amld misrepresentations and
censure, preserves inviolate 8o divine a gift as gospel
truth, They therefore accept and assert, as an indis-

. pensable principle in the constitution of a truly secrip-

tural _church, absolute non-interference with dwme
mstltutlons

‘Thus I have spoken What to me, appears essential to
Regular Baptist : Church ex1stence I take it that no
body is a truly Regular Baptast Church where any of
these principles is wantmg I take that body to be a
- Regular Baptist Church where all -these pmnclples are
found united. I have not spoken these beliefs in the

-hope of their -universal acceptance, nor have I spoken

them with any other prompting than that of sincerest
conviction. If my statements are incorrect, let them be
proved so, and no one will be more grateful than I for
their refutation. If they are correct, as I believe they

" are, then I leave them with you to 'be maintained.

In Print Againl!

FIFTY YEARS IN THE
CHURCH OF ROME

By
FATHER CHARLES M. CHINIQUY

After 70 years this is still one-of the best
books on the inside story of the Roman
Church. It is written by a former Canadian
priest whose character was irreproachable.
Even his superiors gave glowing testimony
of his ability and character.
EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD
.READ IT! o=

This is not a pamphlet or booklet but is a
472 page, cloth bound volume. Price $3.75.
Write Now For Your Copy
THE GOSPEL WITNESS
130 Gerrard St. E. - Toronto 2, Ontario

They believe that the truest love to God and

-




March 28, 1957

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(795) 11

The Key to Human Life is Theological

By Dr. A.'W. Tozer

NTHROPOLOGY tries to understand man 'b_y digging
into his past and examining his primitive begin-
nings; psychology seeks to understand him. by digging
into his mind. Philosop?hy takes whatever data it can
assemble about man’s external or internal life, past or
present borrows freely from historian and scientist and
‘reasons from this to the nature of man.

The answer to the question “What is man?” is sought
by going straight to men to test and weigh and measure.
Skull shape, bony structure, folklore,” habits, customs,
diet, superstitious practices, religion, social patterns,
civil organization, tabus, reactions, emotions and count-

-less other factérs are taken into consideration in the
. search for the answer. The plan is, of course, to deter-

mine scientifically what man is by observing on a wide

scale and over a long period what he does. But because’
the technique is wrong the conclusions must be false. It

cannot be otherwise.
I well know that I am simply raising here the old

question of naturalism vs. supernaturalism, a .question’

that has. for centuries been fruitlessly debated and left
unsettled for each generation to dispose of as it would or
could. Were I a philosopher I might properly join the
search for the key to life. As a man fully persuaded of
the truth of the New Testament evangel, however, and
totally committed to Christ, there is for me no questmn
here demanding an answer.. That answer has been given
in the posutlve and Joyous Biblical declaration that God
made man in His own image and 11keness, akin to the
earth as to-uchmg his physical body, it is true, but next
of kin to heaven in his splrﬂ; which came from God to
return to God again (Eccl. 12:7). His body does not

hold the key to his true nature; that key is found in his

spirit which, while alienated from God by that mighty
moral disaster theologians call the Fall, is yet susceptible
of reclamation and full restoration to God through the
redemption which lis in Christ Jesus. ,

To know man we must begin with God. Secular learn-
ing, darkly colored as it is by humanism and rationalism
in their various forms, has made a great many present-
day Christians afraid to state their true position lest
they earn for themselves one or more of the caustic
sobriquets by which the wise men of this world stigma-
tize those who disagree with them; such, for instance, as
“transeendentalist”, “absolutist” or “supernaturalist”.

As for myself, I do not fear such appellations even
though they be hurled at me with the purpose of dis-
credltmg me once and for all. Far from fearing them,
I glory in them.. While I do not allow them #o retain
all ‘the shades of meaning they have gathered to them-
selves in theif journey down the years, I cheerfully
ac'cept them so far as they express meanings which I find
in the Christian revelation.

- No Christian, for instance, need draw back from the
word “trams_cendentalinst", for at the very root of his holy
faith is belief in a transcendent world, a world above
nature, different from and lymg beyond matter and
space and time, ‘into. which science cannot pry and at

\whose portals uncomprehend_mg reason can do no other

-

than reverently kneel and adore. Nor should he shrink
from the word “supernaturalist”, for it quite accurately
describes an important tenet in his Christian creed. He
does beliéve that there is a Divinity which shapes our
ends. Nature, he holds, cannot account for herself but
must humbly point upward to the One who gave her birth
and whose invisible presence is her wisdom and her life.
This he believes, and he considers everyone who believes
less than this to be “finished and finite clods”, Esaus who
have sold their birthright for a mess of pottage.

Neither does the term “absolutist” make the instructed
Christian blush or apologize. However scornfully’ the
word may be spat at him, he is unperturbed. He knows
his enemies are angry with him for refusing to accept
two of their favorite doctrines, the relativity of morals
and the pragmatic nature of religious beliefs. He does
not try to deny that he holds with complete dogmatism
the seriptural teaching that God is among other things
uncreated, self-sufficient, eternal, infinite, sovereign and
absolute. He glories in a God absolutely holy, absolutely

~wise: in short, in a God who is everything that He is
absolutely, unaffected by anything external to Himself.
Indeed, it is necessafy to him that he believe this about
God; and if so to believe brands him as an absolutist he
is quite happy about the whole thing. He knows what he
believes, and words do not-frighten him,

The flaw in current evangelism lies in its humanistic -
approach. It struggles to be supernaturalistic but never
quite makes it. It is frankly.fascinated by the great,
noisy, aggressive world with its big names, its hero wor-
ship, its wealth and its garish pageantry. To the millions
of disappointed persons who have always yearned for
worldly glory but never attained to it, the modern evan-
gel offers a quick and easy short cut to their heart’s
desire. Peace of mind, happiness, prosperity, social ac-
ceptance, publicity, success in sports, business, the en-
tertainment field, and perchance to sit occasionally at
the same banquet table with a celebrity — all this on
earth and ‘heaven at last. Certainly no' insurance com-
pany can offer half as much.

In this quasi-Christian scheme of things God becomes
the Aladdin lamp who does the bidding, of everyone that
will accept His Son and sign a card. The total obligation
of the sinner is discharged when he accepts Christ. After
that he has but to come with his basket and receive the
religious equivalent of everything the world offers and
enjoy it.to the limit. Those who have not accepted Christ
must be content with this world, but the Christian gets
this one with the one to come thrown in as a bonus.

Such is the Christian message as interpreted by vast
numbers of religious leaders today. This gross mis-
apprehension of the truth is back of much (I almost said
most) of our present evangelical activity. It determines
directions, builds programs, decides the content of ser.
mons, fixes the quality of local churches and even of
whole denominations, sets the pattern for religious writ-
ers and forms the editorial policy of many evangelical
publications.

This concept of . Christianity is in radical error, and
because it touches the souls of men it is a dangerous, even
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deadly, error: At bottom it is little more than weak
humanism allied with weak Christianity to give it ecclesi-
astical respectability. It may be identified by its re-
ligious approach. Invariably it begins with man and
his needs and then looks around for-God; true Christian-

ity, 'on the other hand, begins with God and His glory

and looks around for man. It presents man as searching
for God to help him realize his ambitions; true Christian-
ity reveals God as searching for man to dehver him from
his ambitions.

Always and always God must be first. The goépel.in
its scriptural context puts the glory of God first and the

salvation of man second. T'h&'e angels, approaching from
above, chanted, “Glory to ‘God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.” This puts the glory
and the blessing of mankind in their proper order, as
does also the opening words of the prayer, “Our Eather
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” ‘Before any
petitions are allowed, the name of God must be hallowed.
God’s glory is and must forever remain the Christian’s
true point of departure Arnything that begins anywhere
else, whatever it ds, is certalnly not New Testament-
Chnstlamty '

-

-—The Allza,n_ce_ Weekly

Ordination ,Service- of Mr. Ra—ymog_,nd Reed

N FRIDAY, March 22nd, a council met in Palgrave at
the call of the Churchill Baptist Church to consider
the advisability .of setting apart Mr. Reed:for the gospel
ministry. Delegates came from various Regular Baptist
Churches until the church building was crowded to ca-
pacity. Rev. A. Acheson of Milliken, the Moderator, called -
upon the candidate to glve his threefold Statement: As
the latter was so 1mpress1ve and was delivered in such a
forthright manner, as only a Welshman could, it might be
well to enlarge upon it for the benefit of our readers.
Concerning his conversion, Mr. Reed noted the coinci-
dence that whereas C. H. Spurgeon was converted on
January 6, 1850, ‘he was led to Christ a century later to
the very day. It came about in.this way. As a young
" man,- rugby football became his great interest and this
lasted through High School, Teachers’ Training College,
and service in the Welsh Guards, and Mr. Reed ended
up by playing for Cardiff. There was thus little atten-
tion paid to religion. The first contact with the gospel,
in spite of having been brought up in a Baptist church,
came when his sisters were converted. Later one of their
girl friends made arrangements for him to.meet the
Bible Class leader of the local Gospel Hall. This zealous
Christian immediatey .asked Mr. Reed about his soul’s
salvation. A time of despair followed but it led to his
crying to God in these words:
Please accept me.” A further period of difficulty ensued,
but one night on his bed the truth of justification by
faith came home. Since that time he could testify that
never once has he doubted his soul’s salvation.

As to the candidate’s call to the ministry, there was
never an early thought of being a preacher but he was
forced by circumstances to ‘consider the matter. While a
teacher in Staffordshire, England, he became very un-
happy as he realized that he could not make teaching his
life work. In his local assembly, too, his early attempt
to speak for Christ had been .abruptly rebuked. During

vacation Mr. Reed felt that he had to get away and so
- took a train to London. As a result of attending an evan-
.gelical Baptist church there he first realized the more

Scriptural position of the Baptists about the officers of
the church. For a while he attended the Baptist church
at Walsall and tHere was used in the salvation of seven
or eight young people, one of whom now is his wife. He
soon found that opportunities for preaching were multi-

Al

-~

“Lord, I can’'t accept you. .

plying and then felt the call into full time service. Also

‘at this time he met Mr. and Mrs. George Lane who used

to be members of Jarvis Street Baptist Church. Through
the influence of Brother Lane and THE GOSPEL WITNESS,
Mr. Reed’s plans to enter Spurgeon’s College were
changed and instead ‘he came to Toronto Baptist Sem-
inary.. God marvellously- undertook to provide trans-
portation to ‘Canada and support in this country. For
three years Mr. Reed served as pastor ‘cf Palgrave. Gra-
ciously -God has caused a goodly number to accept Christ. .

As to his Statement of Faith. Mr. Reed gave a very full
expression of his sincere convictions. It was readily ap-
parent that the candldate stood in the historic Baptlst
tradition.

v In the light- of such a moving Statement Dr. Slade
heartlly moved that the conll proceed to fellowship Mr.
Reed in the gospel ministry. This was unammously
carried. . . :

During the following service Rev. A. Acheson extended .
the right hand of fellowship, Rev. S. Tulloch offered the
Ordination Prayer, and Dr. H. C. Slade delivered a chal-
lenging Ordination Sermon exhorting this servant of the
Lord to “endure 'haldshlp .as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ.” - ;

After Rev. R.-Reed pronounced the 'benedl-cbion, the..
kind hospitality of Churchill Baptist church was much -
appreciated as refreshments were. served in the-Orange
Hall. .

G. ADAMS, ‘Clerk of the Council

A MAGNATE’S FAITH

Henry. J. Heinz, of “‘57 Varieties” fame, wrote his will
as follows: - “Looking forward to the time when my
earthly career will end, I desire to set forth at‘the very
begmnmg of this will, as the most important item in it,
a confession of my faith in Jesus Christ as my Saviour.
I also desire to bear witness to the'fact that throughout
my life, in which were usual joys and sorrows, I have

,been wonderfully sustained by niy faith in God through

Jesus Christ. This legacy was left me by my consecrated
mother, a ‘woman of. strong faith, and to it- I—attrlbute
any success IFhave attained!”
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THE FAITH OF A LITTLE CHILD :

About a year ago a fine gentleman, Mr. A., was very,

very ill.
turned to his home. H1s “case seemed to be almost hope-
less. .

One day a friend of his came to see ‘him, the Pastor of
a Baptist Church, and with the Pastor were his wife and

dear little daughter, Esther, who was just four years of .’

age. They all had a blessed time of fellowship together
as they talked about the Lord and about His precious

.word. As the visitors were leaving, little Esther, all on

her own, without a word from her father or her mother,
ran back to the bed of Mr. A. and said to him, “I am
going to pray every night and ask God to make you
better.”

Soon after this the doctor declded that the sick man
should 'go back into the -Hospital for special treatment
There were 8o many things wrong with him by this time,
and his chances of recovery seemed small. But the special
treatment - was tried, and gradually Mr. A. began to im-
prove. As time. went on'he grew stronger and stronger
till he became quite well again, and now he is able and
ready to serve the Lord. He is very grateful to the Lord
for restoring him:to health and strength.

The good doctor was amazed and sald to Mr A, “To
what do you attribute your wonderful recovery?” Mr A,
replied, “To your knowledge, doctor, as you were directed
by God and to the prayers of a little girl.”

. The Lord hears us when we call upon Him, and when
it is His will so to do, He can bring those who are ill
back to health again. We must remember, however, that
He has all wisdom, and there are times<when -recovery
dor the sick one is not according to His will or for our
best interests. We must always trust Him to do that
which is best for us:

THE ELECTRIC - LIGHT BULB )
. I was about to enter the house of an Australian friend
when- I saw an electric light bulb in the earth.. The base
had been firmly pressed into the loose soil, but the glassy

He had been in the Hospital, but had now re- -

face was shining in the sun. The poor little thing seemed -
out of place, so I sat on the lowest veranda step to talk

with him. I'm glad I did, for I learned a great deal.

I wondered how I could begin my <conversation, but
suddenly I heard 'myself saying, “Hello, little bulb, you
seem awfully.out of place there.
When a passing cloud played tricks with the reflections,
I almost believed the bulb had smiled, and a whisper
seemed to reply, “Well, sir, not exactly; but I admit I
was never meant to-become a castaway, to be deserted in
a garden! Mine was a high and wonderful calling, I was

Is anything wrong?” -

depend entirely upon him.

power.

made to give light to my master and all who belonged to
him. Of course, it cost a great deal in time and money
to make me. I was stubborn, and had to be made pliable.
Then the craftsman moulded me according to his will.
After that I had to be emptied, for my master declared
that the natural element with which I was filled was use-
less. His clear shining light would never be seen unless
I was emptied of all my natural content. Then he filled
me with something else — so that I could shine for all
the world to see. He said also that I was something like
a Christian, but, of course that was out of my realm.

"What did he mean when he declared that meén and women

need to become phable in their Master’s hands? He was
insistent, too, that Christians can never shine until they
have been emptied of self and filled with His Spirit. This
all sounded strange to me, but perhaps, friend on the
step, you might understand his strange words?” I nodded,
and assured the bulb that I understood perfectly. Then
I asked '_him if he 'had anything else to say.

“Yes,” he replied, “I have lots of things to tell you. I-
may be the bést bulb in the world, but unless I am con-
nected to the source>of power, I am dead. Contact must
be maintained, so that unhindered my master’s power
may flow through-me. I have no light of my own; I
It is not what I can do for
him, but_what he can do in and through .me. When the
union between the power house and myself is unbroken,
a clear light shines within my he-art, and the radiance
emanates all around. Yes, that is perfectly true; but

I'll let you into a secret. All bulbs are not the same.
Some tiny things only -glve a glimmer of light; some won-
derful bulbs of 100, 200, or even 1,000 watts give mar-

velous lights. You see, -dear friend, they give greater light = -

because they draw more from the source of supply. The
more they receive, the more they give. But even so, noth-
ing must break the contact or these great bulbs cease to
shine. You know, friend on the step, my owner is a
queer fellow. As I said before, he continued to say I
reminded him of Christians. I wished he would be more
explicit, for what do I know about Christians? He said
that some people only give a glimmer of light; they are’
not much use, for they only draw limited supplies of
‘Other saints give light to a darkened world, for
they receive abundant supplies of spiritual dynamic. Yet,
so he said, even they are useless unless their union with’
Christ is unbroken.”

I sat on the step and considered my little friend’s mes-

.sage, but all the while my mind wrestled with a problem.

1 was afraid of embarrassing him, but final'ly he took
the, words out of my,mouth. “You are wondermg what
I am doing here — half embedded in the gardén. Oh, yes,
I read the thoughts on your face. Well, dear frlend 1
am not quite sure how my master looks upon me. You
see, some bulbs are unreliable; they fail to please their
master — they become castaways — they are no longer
fit for service, and generally finish their days in the
refuse bin. Yet others are wonderful. They serve their
master for a long time, and finally die in his happy serv-
ice. I think my master feels like that about me. He
couldn’t throw me iinto the rubbish; he wanted me to be
with him always, so he placed me here. I now reflect the
light of the sun; I'scare away the enemies of my master’s
garden. It’'s the eventide of my life, but I’m still on the

-job. Perhaps I cannot work as I did; but I'm playing a

part and my master is pleased with me.”
—IVOR POWELL in Bible Wmdows
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April 7, 1957

Volume 21 Second Quarter Lesson 1

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE PATH OF FAITH
Lesson Text: Hebrews 11:1-10, 28-29.

Golden Text: “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he.is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”—Hebrews 11:6.

L Falth Exhibited in ‘W orship and Fellowship: verses 1-6.

In the Book of Hebrews there are numerous examples of
the contrast between the mere profession of religion and the
possession of religion and the possession of true faith in
Christ. -The author, probably the Apostle Paul, repeatedly
urges the Hebrews not to be content with an intellectual
knowledge of the way of life, and not_to draw back from
a conviction that Jesus is the Christ, but he exhorts them
rather to accept the implications of the truth as it has been
preached to them, and to yield themselves wholeheartedly
‘to Christ. For example, the previous chapter concludes with
the momentous words with which Martin Luther stirred the

world., “The just shall live by faith” (Heb. 10:38). By faith -

we are justified (Rom. 1:17; 3:21-28), and by faith we are
enabled to live acceptably before God (2 Cor. 65:7). In this
chapter the author discusses the nature of faith and illus-
trates its operation in the lives of the saints down through
the ages.

Faith is discredited among those who ecall themselves

“practical”, as though it were a vague and illusionary qual-
ity. On the contrary, the Lord would have us know that it
is faith which gives reality to the unseen world of the
Spirit.. It bridges the gap between the matetlal and the
immaterial realms,

“Faith is giving substanee to things hoped for.” Faith is
that firm reliance upon the promises of Almighty God which
_counts them to be as real as though already possessed. The
“Greek word translated “substance” (v. 1, margin, “substanti-
ating”) is a legal term used of a “deed of evidence” like the
title-deed of property. A man who holds the title-deed to
land has tangible evidences that the property is his in reality,
although he may never have set foot upon the ground. Faith
is also defined as the proof of the things which we cannot
see. The word “evidence” (v. 1) is also a legal term, equiva-
lent to our word “conviction”. It is a valid conclusion based
upon reasonable evidence.

It was ‘their faith which. caused the saints of God from the
earliest times to gain the approval of God. Even in the
creation of the world faith was exhibited, for the universe
came into being and was co-ordinated by the word of God,
Who spoke and it was done (Gen. 1:6, 9; 2 Pet. 8:5). The
world which we see did not develop by itself out of mere
matter (Rom. 4:17; 1 Cor. 1:28).

Abel, the son of Adam, worshlpped God by faith (Gen
4: 1-15) He obeyed the will of God, as revealed to him, for
by word and by action (Gen. 8: 21), God had indicated that
approach to Him as a Holy Being was possible to sinners only
on the ground of the shed blood, the token that the sin had
been atoned for in symbol (Lev. 17 1). Abel offered such a
- sacrifice, whereas Cain brought a bloodless offering, the
fruit of the ground, emblems of.his own works. God indi-
cated His approval of Abel, and to this day, although he died
many centuries ago, the patnarch’s name lives on, inscribed
in the walls of the hall of fame.

Enoch walked in fellowship with God, possible only by
faith, trust and confidence, for two cannot walk together,
except they be agreed (Amos 3:3). The Lord manifested His
approval of Enoch by translating him from earth to heaven
(Gen. 5:18-24). He lived a life which was pleasing to God,
for he believed that Jehovah was God alone, and that He
would reward those who seek Him with all their hearts (Jer.
29:18). Prayer will be answered for those who'thus come
to Hlm, counting upon His faithfulness. The Christian has

\

- faith in the living God when they refused to surrender the .
-child to be slain by the order of the mighty Pharaoh (Exod.

- volved, because by faith the unseen Lord was real and power- .

.8:20).

a firm foundation for his faith, since our God is eveh faith-

ful to Himself, to His word and to His children who trust

in Him,

1L Falth Exhibited in. nghteousness and Obedience:
verses 7-10.

Noah believed the warning of God concermng the judgment
of the flood to be poured upon the wicked Wworld. Moved by
the spirit of reverential fear, love and obedience, he prepared
for the commg judgment, notwithstanding the ridicule and
jeers of his unbelieving contemporaries (Gen. 6:1-22; 1 Pet,

God at His word and acted accordingly (Rom. 3:22). He
and his family were saved in the ark, but the unbelieving
multitude were lost, condemned because _they refused the
?;ffgr of deliverance, graciously provided by the mercy of
0
Abraham, the father of the falthful exercised faith in God

when he was willing to leave home and kindred to go to an

unknown and undisclosed land at the command of God (Gen.
12:1, 4). Even when he arrived in the land, he believed the
ward of God Who revealed to him that this earth was not
his final home, Daily he manifested faith in this grand

promise, by living in tents, dwelling as a sojourner, a pass- .

ing stranger, a travelling pilgrim (Gen. 12:8; 13:3, 18; 18:
1, 9), his eyes fixed upon the Eternal City (v. 16 Heb, 12 :22).

The unseen world became real to him, and this is the function-

of faith (Rom. 4).

III. Faith Exhibited in Separatlon and Suffering:
verses 23-29.

Among the heroes of faith cited in this roll-call of the
righteous patriarchs is the name of Moses, to whom the
Lord spoke as friend to friend, (Exod. 83:11). His parents,
Jochebed and Amram (Exod..6:20; Numb. 26:59), exercised

2:1-3; Acts 7:17-20). They believed that he was destined
to be a prophet of the Lord.

Wondrously saved and preserved in the very pala.ce of the
king by the sovereign wisdom and plan of God, the time came
when Moses was to be announced as the helr to the throne
of Egypt (Acts 7:21, 22).°

took his place beside the despised, persecuted, captive Jews,
knéwing that thereby he would be among those whom the
Lord had promised to bless (Exod. 2:10-12; Acts 7:24-35).
He chose sorrow, trial and suffering with the people of God
rather than earthly riches and sinful pleasure with heathen
men who knew not God (Heb. 13:13; 1 Pet. 4:14-18). By
faith he was enabled to see and to choose the higher reward
of spiritual joy and blessmg, enduring the suffering in-

ful in his eyes (v. 13).

When God would save His people from the Judgment of
death to the firét-born, the last of the plagues upon Egypt,
He gave explicit directions concerning the Passover, a cere-
mony symbolic of the doctrine of substitutionary atonement.
Moses exhibited faith by his perfect obedience to the com-
mandments as revealed (Exod. 12:21, 22). Salvation through
the blood of Christ as shed, applied. and appropriated, is well
illustrated by this mcldent Likewise,- assurance of salva-
tion upon the spoken or written word of God may be taught
from this narrative. -

The faith which Moses had in God was shown also at the
Red Sea, when deliverance was given suddenly and miracu-
lously by the direct intervention of God,. although the people
were all but overthrown by, the pursuing enemy (Exod.
14:9-26). Faith in God will enable the Christian to venture
upon the promises of God, regardless of seeming difficulties,
assured that God will ever be true and faithful (Psa: 119:106;
Lam. 8:23; Ezek. 12:25; Rom. 4:21).

Daily Blble Readmgs

April 1-—The Faith of Abel .......c.occoocouneesiurrresmmerieeees Gen. 4:1-15
April 2—The Faith of.Enoch .......... .. Gen. 5:18-24
April 3—The Faith of Noah .........ccccoecvirvivvnirnnennn. Gen. 7
April 4—The Faith of Abraham ............................ Gen. 12:1-9
April 5—The Faith of Moses ........ . Exod. 2:238-8:10
April 6—The Faith of the Saints ....................... Heb. 11:82-40

April 7—The Faithfulness of God Psa. 89:1-34

He was counted as a righteous man because he took

Bit by faith he renounced thé
high station, separated himself from the royal circle and

P
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AN URGENT APPEAL

Dear GOSPEL WITNESS Reader.

Nearly .ihlri'y years ago someone placed ‘in my‘ hand_ for the first time a copy of THE GOSPEL
WITNESS. At that fime Dr. T. T. Shields was engaged in the fiercest religious conflict ever waged
in the Dominion of Canada. The issue then was Modernism.

While not a few of God's children had become aware that a \ drastic change had graduelly
taken_place in the testimonies of many of our churches, it was not until THE GOSPEL WITNESS de-

 fined the issue for_us that we clearly understood the true cause.

Soon | became a regular reader of this potent periodical. Its defence of evangelical principles
against the encroachments of Modernism and every other "ism", together with its crystal-clear declara-
tions and expositions of God's truth, were of great assistance in helping me to decide to enter the
gospel minisiry, and ultimately brmgmg me to Toronto Baptist Semmary Since then a host of young
men have, after readlng THE GOSPEL WITNESS, decided to entéer the ministry, and have come for
training to Toronto Baptist Seminary from various parts of the world. At the present time we have in
the Seminary young men from England, Ireland, Wales, New Zealand, and elsewhere. practically all of
whom have come fhrough reading THE GOSPEL WITNESS.

The Board .of Directors, which is composed of the Deacons of Jams Street Baptist Church, is

. determined that the course-this paper has always taken will be rigidly followed. THE GOSPEL WIT-

NESS is, in the truest sense, a missionary paper. It is therefore with delight. that we hear from time
to time of people through this agency being converted, others reclaimed, and faithful Christian
workers encouraged. The™ heart-warming pastoral messages which appear from week to week continue
to give hard-pressed ministers, and others, refreshment, and very often a new lease on life.

Naturally, there are many problems connected with the publication of a weekly religious jour-
nal. The only difficult one THE GOSPEL WITNESS has ever faced is a financial one, as we do not
receive any revenue whatever from advertising, and it is still our desire to refrain altogether from
advertisements. Our only sources of income are from annual subscriptions and the contributions we ,

“receive from friends. The subscription” price never did pay for the heavy cost of publication; but by

the help of God, and fhrough the assui'ance of our Gospel Witness Family, we have been able Jo

continue to this day.

OUR FISCAL YEAR ENDS MARCH 3ist. We are nafurally most anxious fo meet the year-
end with balanced Books. A Gift large or small from each subscriber would greatly assist in achieving
that goal. Kindly be assured that a gift to THE GOSPEL WITNESS is a DONATION to MIS-
SIONS; and personally we know of no better way you can invest your missionary money.

With hearty thanks for all past favours, and hoping +o hear from you at your earliest con-

Chairman of the Board of Directors

THE GOSPEL WITNESS
130 Gerrard Street E., Toronto 2, Canada.

Dear Dr. Slade:

Enclosed find my GIFT of §
+oward THE GOSPEL WITNESS Fund, in response to your Annual LeHer.

Name:

-

Addpress:
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ONLY -
'THREE DAYS |
TO THE YEAR'S END '

THE _GOSPEL WITNESS FISCAL YEAR ENDS MARCH 3lst -
In our ANNUAL LETTER — printed in this issue — we have'ren}\_ir_lded all GOS-
PEL WITNESS subscribers and friends that we do not carry advertisements, and the
s‘ubscripﬁon price does not cover the cost of publication. Also THE GOSPEL WIT-
NESS-is a missionary enterprise ‘and it is sent to many home and forelgn missionaries
free of charge. From many parts of the world we have received news of blessing
through reading the pages of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. A recent |eH'er from a mission

ary in Souith America contains the following: \
o "For some time Mrs. H. and | have been receiving free THE GOSPEL WITNESS
AND PROTESTANT ADVOCATE" and we would like to extend our most sincere
thanks to those who make this welcome gift possible, for both my wife and | find the
penodlcal ‘helpful and inspiring. The sermons by Dr. Shields are exceedmgly good,
_ and, living in a very Roman Ca‘l'hollc town we can well appreciate the arhcles on
o ‘Romanism. '

“Again +hankmg you for your kindness and generosity and praymg 'I'ha'l' the Lord's
richest blessing may be yours“continually. . : :

Yours sincerely in His Serv_ice.,

.wm o Wmf.-ﬁvmw

Hane %u dn.wmd The Editor’s ofcttm Yot 7

_ A contribution from every GOSPEL WITNESS reader would help lift our burden.
arid enable us to balance our books.

Subsmbe for THE GOSPEL WITNESS or help us expand our emmgehcal testimony. by
obtammg new subscriptions.

-




