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“AS THOUGH HE NEEDED ANYTHING"_

T IS OUR conviction that no-once ‘can really think in- )

‘telligently, - reasonably, and logically, who does not
begin where the Bible begirs, “In the beg'lnmng God—""!

- The:Bible, from Genesm to Revelation, is designed fo re-

.veal ‘God. ‘It is, in fact, the record God has given to us
of' His Son, and “no man'knorwe“t)h the Son, but-the
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the

- Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”

~ -The heathen made gods of their. owwn, gods that were
in agreement ‘with their own conception .of what God
was like; and, left"tc himself, beécause he did not- like to
retain .God in-his knowledge man presumptuously made’
images. of God, as he thought God ought to'bé. And so

he changed the image of the “ancorruptible God into an.

simage made like to- corrupt1ble man, and to_ blrds, and
four-footed beasts, ahd creeping things.”

When Pault stood -on Mars’ Hill, his spxrxt was stlrred-
. within him when he saw the city wholly glven to 1dolatry

Standing on Mars Hill on more. than one occasion, and
looking, out over the ‘city of Athens, one can still see-the

_And, lest hé should ‘be offended, the Athenians had reared
“an-altar “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD”, so that he might
not feel neglectéd.” - .

Standing on the spot from which it is alleged Paul
spoke, we have felt- we could easily understapg some-
thing of his emot1on as_he observed someéthing
godless: culture of Greece. And when he addressed them

Fvof the.

The Samaritan woman was he1r to the fallacy that true
worsh:p may be a matfer of geography and architecture.

' How -gently and. graciously the unobtrusive Stranger

corrected her error, when He said: “Woman, believe me,

" the _hotr cometh, when ye shall neither i in this mountain, -

nor yet at Jerusalem, ‘worship the Father., Ye worship
ye.know not what: we know what we worshlp for sal-
vation is of the Jews. ,But.the hour cometh, and now
1s, when the true worshlppers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to

worship him. ‘God is a Spirit: and they that worship '

_hjm must worship him in spirit and in.truth. The wo-
“man saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which
-is called Christ: when he is"come, he will tell us” all

thlﬂ'gs Jesus saith unto her I that speak unto thee
am he.”

It is a marvellous oondescensmn of grace 'l;hat the'

Creator of -all worlds should condescend to’give audience

vto smful men, that He should listen to their prayers,. -

accept their praises, and do for them what they ask; but

it is the gravest of all mistakes to suppose that we can:

do anything for Him, “As thoug-h He needed anythmg”

He needs only our love, our devotion, the adoration of -

our hearts — in short, Heneeds only that" we should know
that He is the Lord!

What a libelous 'thought of God to imagine that He
ineeds our money.; that He needs our approval; that He
needs, really needs, any kind of service that mortal hands

_he declared that he was speaking in behalf of “THE UN-\ can render! “There are gngels who “do his- command-

KNOWN GOD”: “Whom therefore ye- ignorantly wor- *
“ship, him declare I unto you”. - i NS

But among the millions. who worshlp throughout the
world Somebody - calléd God, there are multitudes to whom
'I;he one and only 'God is st111 unknown. And the ancient
" as well as the modern natural conception of God views:
Him as One Who can be worshipped with men’s_hands,
as though He needed something. Nothing i§ more im-

portant to  right thinking than the recognition of the -

sovereign independence of Deity. ‘We have no objection
to dignified, attraective, and comfortable places of.wor-
_ ship. 'God would not have made this world so beautiful
" if He loved ugly things. But when -we 'see the tawdry
and puerile forms of worship among Romamsts, and so- .

. called Protestants ‘alike, we cannot but. feel that they’

must have hut the vaguest conceptxon of what God is
like.

‘ments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.” There'_
- are bright spirits who veil their faces, and their feet, and

use but two of. their six wings to fly, who cry, “Holy,

holy,.holy! Lord God Almighty!” Well would it be for ™

us all -could we humble ourselves, not with a “voluntary
- humility,” but-a real humility of spirit, humble ourselves
under the mighty hand of God, that we might be exalted
in due time.

Surely such a spiritual -apprehension of God must lead
us to walk softly, with humble hearts, and reverent
spirits, in 'the presence of the God of the.whole earth!
Such a conception: of God would put an end to the circus-
‘liké performances of- many supposedly religious. services.
It would silence forever the boastful human tongue, and
would-open the lips of mortals only that they mlght show
forth His praise.

Let us remember, therefore, we do not worshlp One
. - - / .

)
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'Who needs anythlng at our ‘hands: on the contrary He

giveth to all life and breath and all things; and instead

" of pluming ourselved with our gowns and degrees, and

Right Reverends, and Most Reverends, and all the other

-nonsensical -trappings of the ecclesiasticism of our a3y,

like religious peacocks, we should listen to the woice of
the only God we know, speaking to us as He did to.the

- Samaritan woman, “If thou knewest the gift of.God,
. and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to.drink; thou -

wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee'
living water' ~ * —DR. T,,T SHIELDS

.~ P o
;-

o AMONG OURSELVES ,
Dr. P. W. Philpott was -scheduled to preach at the

- evening service in Jarvis Street on March>3rd, and a.
" . hearty welcome was awaiting him, but that appointment
" has been temporarily postponed. Dr. Philpott has not

yet completely recovered from recent surgical treatment
in Hospital.
- . » * * 0 ®

Dr. C. D. Cole, Dean Emeritus .of Toronto Baptist

_Seminary, and Mrs. Cole, are planning to visit Jarvis

Street Church and the Seminary for a week or so about

. the time of Semmary Gradualtloﬁ May 2nd.

" THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS extends hearty congratulatlons
to Christian Beacon, of which Dr. Carl McIntire is “Edi-
tor, on, the successful completion of twenty-one years of -

- consistent, .world-wide testimony “for the word of God

and’ for the testimony, of Jesus Christ”. Fearlessly

Christidn Beacon has sought to preserve the Christian
_faith in these times of .apostasy, lifting its voice as a
trumpet to encourage true believers, while exposing the
penls of Modermsm, Communism and worldly com-
promise.
¢ ) /

’ A

‘sionary tour in the West Indies.
. congregatlons morning and evening,. Wlth a considerable

 5:13).
Servative and-as-a flavouring. The spiritual ingredients
—0f" salt, as-ised metaphorically of Christians, are holi- 3

On Marech 4, 1938, Jarvis Street Church Building was
destroyed by fire. In splte of many difficulties the loyal
band: of believers - composmg the membership were en-

. abled by the grace of God' to rebuild the- yvalls of their

beautiful city and to erect new additions, for the accom-
‘modation of the great Bible School.

and living stones to His spmtual temple. .

-

THE SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET - ~_

The Lord’s presence was manifest throughout the day

in Jarvig Street Church, on March 3rd, the first Sunday ‘

’ !
- (

after the return of Dr. and ‘Mrs. Slade-from their mis-
There were splendid

number of visitors present at the evening service.
~The morning sermon by .Dr. Slade was especially

designed as a message of encouragement to believers, -

described by dur Saviour as. “the salt of the earth” (Matt.
Salt is used as a symbol of character, as a pre-

ness, righteousness, conviction, reality, sincerify and en-
thusiasm. Even as salt works by contact, so the Lord pur-
poses that His people shall be the salt of the earth. sent

~forth to witness for Him, rather than to abide by them-

selves, shut off from contact with the world in convent
or monastery. “I..pray not' that thou shouldest take them
out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from
the world” (John 17:15). Four persons publicly « con-
fessed Christ at'the close of -the message, brmgmg joy
to the hearts of all. -

The evening service was most 1mpress1ve, as through-
out the meeting ‘the atoning death of Christ was :the pre-
dommatmg theme of worsh:p, sermon and ordinanges.
Five believérs followed Christ in baptlsm ‘ thus_ publicly
portraying their union with Christ in Hls death burial
and resurrection. .

"In the evenmg' ‘message Dr. Slade dlrected our though‘ts '
to the impressive sfene at~ the. close of our Saviour’s
earthly life, when He engaged- in prayer fo His Heavenly,
Father, to whom He would: shortly ascend. At that time
He gave His final testimony: “I have glorified thee on
the earth« I have finished:the work which thou gavest
me to do” (John 17:4). Followmg His blessed example,
may our aim, our purpose in life be this, to glorify God
on the earth!

‘What was it that was finiShed? His earthly career was

"ended, Old Testament propheciés concerning Him were-

fulfilled, and the law was. Julfilled; but above all, the

-work of redemp‘l;lon was flmshed the purpose for -which

Christ had ¢ome into this: worldl of sin.. The. task of
atoning. for our sins had been completed and-the Father
would shortly certify to His satisfaction and good pleas-
ure-by rajsing Christ from the dead. All were urged to
accept Christ as Savmur resting upon His finished work,
and ‘thus enter into the full enjoyment of what Christ
did on, our behalf It was. a powerful, heart-searching,
yet re-assuring and comforting message for those who
heard the Word. ~ N _

At the largely-atten'ded Communion Service which fol-
Jowed, once more in the Lord’s own appomted, way we
remembered His death and coming again. Nine new

s

members were recelved .
. N

We praise the Lord -
. that through the mstrumentahty of Jarvis Street Church
-and the affiliated agencies He is continually adding new

Ve
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Nehemlah \the Instrument of Revwal '

ASermonbyDr T. T.Slnelds- -
Delwered in ]arvxs Street Baptxst Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, Ju.ne 25th, 1936

-

v (Stenographically Reported)

L (] g'neved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of

. " the children \of Israel.”—Nehemiah 1:10.

THE book of Nehemlah, as you know, is the history
of.a great religious revival. Ithink we need revival,
I think we need it greatly, all of us.'I know it is quite
possible, if we look far enough, to find some people who
may seem to need it more than we. That is our diffi--
culty, generally. We.try to comfort ourselves by com-

_paring ourselves with others who, perhaps, are even less
faithful than are we. But there surely can be no doubt
whatever that God’s people everywhere need reviving
again. \And I think perhaps if we glance a little at-this
story this evening 'it may suggest to us how God sends
revival-to His waiting people. -

It is shid of Nehemiah that certain men, Sanballat and

Tobiah, were exceedingly grieved “‘that there was come
a man to” seek the welfare of the children of Israel.”
I shall not” speak of their opposition: that is another
story. There will always be opposition to the progress .
of God’s work. I propose this evening rather to try to
"show you something of what is involved in seeking the
welfare of God’s people, and WHAT SORT OF INSTRU.
MENT GOD USES TO EFFECT HIS PURPOSES OF
GRACE in furthering the spiritual welfare of His elect.

Nehemiah is our subject. This is a story of revival.

I would remind you that revival came through a human .

personality. Invariably it is:God’s way in bringing bless-
ing to His people, to lay hold of some one man or some
one woman somewhere. I have had experience enough
as h minister to have observed the formation of many
committees. I have seen men effecting many organiza-
tions for the purpose of seeking a spiritual revival, but
I have never seen, in my experience at least, a spiritual
revival come that way. There is a sweet naturalness
about it all, supernatural as it is, and invariably it comes
by God’s laying His hand upon some one.man or woman,
BSome human personality, and through that one person
bringing sbout a revival. In this case the person was
Nehemiah, . .

I 'think it will be instructive to’ o-bserve something ‘of
his attitude of mind, something of the temper of this
man whom God was pleased to use. Mark you: revival
in the heart of an individual, or in a church, or in a
larger sphere, a w1despread splrltual revival of any kind
must always come from God Himself. That, we assume.
I am nof speaking so much of the source of revival, which
must always be God, as of the character of -instrumen:t
which He .is usually pleased to employ to effect His pur-
pose.” We take that for granted; we all admit that a
revival must come down from God. Blessing must always

come down. Last Thursday evening I reminded you that

" wads ever tempted in that direction.

i

“every good gift and every perfect gift is. from above,
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom
1s no variableness, nexther shadow of turnmg ”

L

-Now what sort of man was this who came to seek the
welfare of the children of Israel? He was a man very
favorably circumstanced, so far as this life was con-

cerned. He was not exposed to any of the ordinary priva- .

tions of life. He lived in a palace. He was an important

- official in the palace; he was cupbearer to one of the.

" greatest of ‘earth’s kings. . If he had been minded to seek
hls own interests only, and to consider his own comfort,
I suppose Nehemiah, outwardly at least, could have lived
a very comfortable life. There was no reason in his
material circumstances which would necessitate his tak-
zng any- special means to bring blessing to someone else.

There is a possibility sometimes of God’s people heing
too comfortable I remember hearmg an address by a.
certam professor years ago. He was an evangelical pro-

fessor, a- man who believed the Book. And he said that~

the greatest enemy to spiritual progress was man’s in-
nate love of comfort. He said: “Do not spiritualize that,
my i brethren T mean just what I say. I mean the easy
chaif; the comfortable couch, the well-spread table, free-
‘dom from anxiety respecting ‘material things, the love,
which most men find natural to them, of comfort, and
when they are comfortable, to be satisfied with that
.physical comfort.” When Paul said: “I keep under my
body, ahd bring it into subjection” he did not mean,
merely, grosser sins. He did not mean that he must

abstain from excessive indulgences of the appetites of .

the flesh, or anything of that sort; I do not believe Paul
There is nothing
to indicate that he was. When he said: “I keep under
my body, and bring it into subjection” it was lest per-
haps a natural -love of ease and comfort, a disposition
to take ‘it -easy in times of weariness, should overcame
him.- Hence, this man lived a strenuous life.  He never
spared himself at all, but apparently had very little
patience with those who were disposed so.to do. -

If any of us are comfortable we mfy thank God for our

comfort, providing we obtain grace from Him to sub- -

ordinate all these matters to the higher interests of life,
and never: to allow them to ‘interfere with odr duty, as
Christians. I 'mean the disposition to stay home from
the place of prayer when it rains, the disposition, per-
haps, to take things a little easy when it is. warm, or

’
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. . when 1t is cold the indisposition - to best1r ourselves,
« % . “physically, for after all, our.bodies are the only instru-
- ments our spirits know, and if we coddle and- indulge the
"+, flesh in“any way 'at all you may be -sure the sp1r1t w1ll

" -rsuffer.
Evidently this man, living in a palace, attendmg the"
- king daily, yet RECEIVED GRACE; FROM. GOD TO
LIVE ABOVE LIFE'S MATERIAL COMFORTS.

A § VU Y oo

-« . . And you will observe that he was a ‘man who had
T - TRAINED HIMSELF TO TAKE'AN INTEREST IN
. OTHER PEOPLE. Certain of his. brethren came to see
e " him. ‘Perhaps they said: “Well, while-we are here, how
~ = " would it be to call on' Nehemiah ? He is yonder in Shushan
“-the palace.” These were brothers of the captivity, and
__perhaps their first thought may have been to say, “He
- does not know anythmg of our d1ff1cult1es, he would not
" be interested in our troubles, in our. sorrows; he’ mlght

““politely. pass_the time of day with us; and dismiss us.’
" However, whatever the1r _misgivings, . they went to—see

“him, .

- A man 80 placed might have done what Hezekiah d1d
~When the ambassadors from Babylon came to see Heze-.
. kiah he showed themall the treasures of-his ‘house, show-

s .~ ed them his own greatness, .and.said nothing of the won-
| ©7_ « ders in the land, of ‘the miracle God had wrought (in
. ) _sparing his life. -

* "~ Have you noticed. when you meet _some people they
always have a tale to tell? Have you “noticed that-some-
. people are always ready to preach, if you allow them to

_%+ mot allow them to become his master. o

" distinction who, if you allowed h1m to take himself for*

the subject, was wound” up. ; I ‘néver heard. h1m more.

.~ -_ - eloquent on the -public platform than:he was when he”

- 7 was relating his achievements. L remember once his ,

‘, ". . entértaining a company~of people and telling of “his. col-

lege days, and of how there were some members of his -

class who _were not Christians, and thereforé he 'resolved

. that: the one who should lead fthe class should be a

" Christian.. “Of course,” he explamed “it was, for .the

honour of\the Lord”!" But he 1nc1dentally managed to

. tell us that he did that, and that he got to the top, and

“ ~ thdt he was the prize scholar of his’ class. He always

. ’ coloured his display of egotism with a.)certain sancti-

" moniousness, and said it was for the honour of God. But

whenever he talked, he told what a great man he was.

.~He was not exactly like a little Jack Horner: 'he was a

big Jack Horner. - Nor did he sit.in a corner, for he -

- always ‘wanted a large audience. And -he.certainly put

_in this thumb and pulled out a plum, and said, “What a
great man am I!” You have all met people like that

.1 won’t tell you where it was, but I Was in the company.

of 2 comparatxve Btranger-the other day, when a great

“meeting was. in progress. We had just arrived after a

-

' _-take themselves for-the text? I knew d mian of some.’

=

\r

have been of value to h1m but Tie did nét “gi¥e you a

;chance to speak. He did not give eithér of us a chance.
He talked of h1mself and' his marvellous achievements
-throughout the mealy’

I said: “That’ 1s Just 'hls way.’- -
I did not take sides against him. J

Now Nehemiah might have done that. I know some
preachers who do that. They never say to the other man:
“How are things w1th you? 3 But Neliemiah'did not speak

. Though he ‘had them, yet he kept them- under and did- , about Shushan, or anything of that sort.” He séid: “Tell

‘me, Hanani, how are things in J erusalem" How are the
brethren faring there? -What is the situation?” The re-

* ply was: “Very bad, indeed. 'The-remnant that are left -
‘of the captivity there in the province are in great afflic-
tion and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also. is broken -
down, -and " the. gates thereof are burned with fire? -
Nehemiah began by takmg an interest in’ others and
“asking them a few questxons, and he heard a story which -
1nsp1red him to pray.. '

How would it be as you ymeet someone, -instead of say-
ing: “How are you to-day;” you were to say: “How are
you-getting along splrltually? What progress are you !
-making?” It may be. you would find -someone who would
say: “Oh, I have been hopmg someone would say that -
- to ine. I am afraid T ,am in a bad way, and I don’t know
_to whom to.go. I have Just longed for someone to ask .
me“how I was getting, along in my- Chrlstlan life: I did
not know how to approach anyone, but seeing you ask-
me, I must tell you that my soul is in great affliction-
and reproach. The walls' of my Jerusalem are broken
down, and the gates b@ed with fire. I.am sadly off ”o.

There are many people to day who are having a ‘hard
-time. Oh, yes, our young’ people have a hard time. I

<

" often wish I-could get a good deal closer fo them. When : -

you meef these boys. and girls who are Chrlstxans thése .~

young men and-young wonien, do not pass them by light- ,

ly; get their convf1dence\1f,you can. Find out whether -

they are prospermg in the, waygof the Lord, what their -

Jerusalem is like. Or, whether they have got out of fel- |

lowshlp\w1th God,. Whether the voice: of prayer and of

praise has ceased. - Perhaps they will tell you something. /

But my dear friends, it.is no-use asklpg that question .

" unless you are profoundly‘ interested in. ‘that person.

Nothing would have duscouraged those_men more than

to have-had Nehemiah say: “I am sorry,” and then to

have changed the sub]ect and_ pa1d no more attentlon to

it at all. " ,
I have‘told you of the lrttle glrl I read of once who .

went with a broken dolly ito her father, crying. - It had. .

a broken arm or leg/ or somethmg, and ghe was crying

about it. When she got to her.father he said: “Oh, don’t

bother me now about that. Run to- ‘your. mother., » She.

cried still ‘more bitterly as she ‘went to her mother.

Her important’ father was busy reading the evening .

" newspaper! That is a very 1mportant occupation! The '

wise_mother said: “Oh, well, daddy is busy you know.

He has not time to bother ‘with little girls’ broken dolls.”

" “T know,”-she said, “but he mlght have said ‘Oh’.” Yes, s

‘long drive; and we went together for a little refresiment, ~4nd when the clouds have gathered, and everything is

and a certain brother accompanied us. After the meal,

. when - this comparatlve stranger ‘and I were left alone
- . again he said: “Was that Mr. So-and-So? I have heard
of him.” I said: “Yes. He is qulte a brilliant young man.”

\ He sald

.said: “Yes.” “Well, T should have supposed that as.he

- " does not see you very often-hé niight have assumed that
-possibly you migjht have something. to -say Itha‘t would

“You know him pretty well, do you not?” 1

.wrong, and you ask someone,how he is getting along, be
suré therd is a. sympathetlc heart 'behind the question,
‘80 that should ‘they.give you a tale of woe there will
be an attentive ear to listen to it.

How many young Christians have I known who have
become: d;scouraged' I am afraid there afe none of us
as sympathetic as we ought to ‘be, yet will you -allow me
to say this, that I have.liad scores of people come to me

- -

-




~.

EEEPR i —

March 7, 1957

. = - - R '\ R - - - .
THE GOSPEL WETNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE
. - . .

e 5

3 ~ " p—

* who were not members of thlls ohurch “and I have said

to them, when they related.their’ trouble: “Where do
you attend?™ “Oh I am a member: of such and_such a
church.” “Well, why did you not go to your own’minis-
ter?” “It never occirred to me to do ‘that.” Apply that -
to your Sunday School scholars. Have jou the confi-
dence of your scholars? Do they come to you and say:

" “I should like. to tell you something”? I don’t say you

should invite confldence, always. We must Tiot ,intrude
upon the privacy of another’s heart. But we may. sym-
pathetically say:-“How are you getting along?” .and if
{ that boy or girl answers with_a gloomy tale, be sure you
have a- sympathetlc heart. Take time to hsten to what -
they have to say, 80 that.they will know that.they have.
found a friend .in you. Unless yon are in that attatude
better not ask the question at all.

See what sort of man this was. Where had he lived?
In Shushan the palace? No; he did not. , That was his
address geographically, but aétually he hved in Jeru-
"salem. Where do' you live?: With the peoplé who .have
no trouble, no serrow, no complaints, no difficulties? At
the corner of Comfortable Street, and Luxury Avehue?
In lazy man’s villa? Is that where you live? Where did
Nehemiah live? In' Jerusalem, thou_gh his body was in

" Shushan. Gur great Master lived in heaven, but His

‘heart was upon earth, and that is why He came to- seek
‘us.” He loved us more than He loved the bliss of His

- Father’s house, and so he left it all to come and seek us.
Nehemiah, wh1le hvmg in Shushan, was concerned about
Jerusalem that was in such dlstress, and when he heard
" the story of those men-who came to see him, he wept.

Spirit of God, the tears that flow as a‘ result of that
indicate that a revival is already:on the way. But I
am afraid that some of us have not learned to feel deeply
about these matters.

salem so completely that the affairs there will Just break
us to pieces, far more than our 1mmed1ate and pressing °
"difficulties. -~ . -~

I

’ When Nehemia'h heard of the condition in Jerusalem\

HE WAS JUST DRIVEN TO PRAYER. He said:
“When I heard these words . . . I sat ' down and wept and
~-mourned certain days, and fasted and prayed before the”
' God of heaven.” I am glad the Spirit of God tells us that
he mourned “certain days”. How often we are moved-
just on the surface, and an hour hence the emotion is-
gone' There is no deep concem, there is no real fastmg
and mourning for days together, like a great sorrow that
overwhelms us and we cannot get rid of it at all, so
concerned are we for the welfare of others. And when
thus God’s people are moved, it becomes.instinctive “to-
pray. There is not anything else we can do, is there?

What, news do you 'hear that msplres you to pray?
What news do you seek? . y

I have known another type. They seem always willing -
to hear bad news. I know a certain man now, I do not
like to. be where he is, Tor he always tells me that he has
seen the seared and yellow leaf: -sor_newhere. He always
has a tale to tell about some church that is declining,
and some minister who is losing his power. But he does

I ‘lleard of someones saylng, not 80 very ]ong ag’h e nOt tell lt Wlth sorroW, oh no' It ls one thlng to g]ol’y

" “What we need is more tears.” Yes; if they come from
springs that are deep enough. I do-not like thé onion
tears. I do not like thé ‘tears that flow too readily. They"
do not mean- very much. 'There are some people who

are very emotional, and when they hear a story, perhaps

.rather coloured,. they weep," I heard a preacher from
"this pulplt a good many years ago. He announced_ his
text: “Will ye also go away? 77 And they said: “To whom

shall we go?” And havmg annotinced his text he said -

_in a very plamtlve voice: “I am going to try to tell you
“to-night why people go away from Jesus.” The whole con-
gregation turned white. . Everyone seemed to take out
a handkerchief at’ the same time. Then there followed
story: after story that stirred people’s emotions, death-

- bed scenes, and all the rest of it. It was convention time
and’ I remember. a certain. minister from .out of town’

meeting one of my\members, a very prominent "business
man. His cheeks were stained with tears. This minister
said to him: “Well, what did you think of that ?”-“Think
of it! No man has any right-to take advantage of me
. like that.” It was an emotional appeal. And I never heard
that that sermon did any good
That is not what T mean. When Nehemiah heard the
story of these men, he wept. His heart had been in
,Jerusalem this long tlme I have no doubt. he prayed for
! the brethren there, and wheh they told him of the actual
condition, he was just overcome with: genuine. gFief, and
he really wept.
Oh, I wish we might weep.by the operation of the Holy

Ghost! I wish the things of the sp1r1tual world. could be--

come 50.real to us that- we might find occasion for real
tears! when the fountains of the great deep ‘are broken
'up, when heart and conscience are-in.it, and a sanctified
intelligence too. When the whole man is moved by the

\

in somebody else’s -decline, and say “After 'all, we are
a little better off than that.”” I am not recommending
“ that abominable spirit. What'we need is a tender heart”
that will be moved, and that will drive us to prayer when
we hear of spiritual decline anywhere, I do not care
where.

Now will you listen while I call your attentlon .to two
or three charactenstlcs of Nehemiah’s prayer.

Nehemiah had e great God. I love to observe how those"
old worthies- at the beginning of their prayer addressed
God by some worthy name. I never like fto hear a man
talk about “Deai Jesus”, although I can quite understand
how sometimes the Lord brings us in such intimate fel-
lowship ‘'with Himself that He seems so near to us that
we can talk to Him after that fashion.

I remember a friend’s bellmg me a few years ago thxs
“story of ‘Alexander Grant, one of our great preachers of
a generation ago. T.never met him personally, but I

heard him once, and I treasure the memory of that occa: -

sion. He died a comparatively young man, older than
McCheyne, but still a young man. This friend told me
that once Mr. Gz;ant was standing in the station' when

an immigrant train came into Winnipeg, and hundreds .

of forelgners were getting off. Someone who kiew him
spied him in.a corner.. He was stinding back, almost
hiding. And this friend came upon him: “Why, Mr.
Grant,” he said, “whalt is the matter?” Great tears were
rol]mg ‘down his cheeks. He did not know that anyone
" saw him; but with. deep emotion he said: “Oh, brother
I am just wondering how all these people are ever ‘going
to be told about the Lord Jesus.” \
That was Nehemiah. That was his spirit. A

Another told me that on a certain convention occasion
he was billetéd with Mr. Grant. They shared the same

I am afraid we have not learned ..
“to get out of ourselves sufficiently, and to live m Jeru- "

~
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room, and they talked for several hours. At last one said “You have heard of the two travellers at a little village
to the other: “Well, the morning will be here before we hotel. When ‘they had got nearly to the end of the meal
sleep. Perhaps we had better say ‘Good night’.” They had there were two pieces of cake, the one a large piece; the
had prayer together, ‘and ithey said,. “Good. night,” and other, small. One of them very politely passed the plate
ta turned over. Each supposed that the other had gone t6 ‘to the other, and he took the big piece of dake. “Well,”
sleep. ' But perhaps ‘half an hour had passed when this the said, “You are a selfish man.” “Well, ‘what ‘would you
man heard Mr. Grant say, so tenderly and sweetly: “Well, have done if I had passed the plate to you?” “I“should’
we have had a good time. Good night, Lord Jesus”.. And have taken the smaller piece.” “Well, you have it. What

-~

o -

- he said, “In just a xmnute Mr. Grant was sleepmg like a are you complaining-about?” There are some people who
child.” are so polite that they give other people.the opportunity
of taking the big end of the load: “You first”! Now!'

i o Beloved igepﬁ?gf: ﬁi:siﬁzig,*"’il?“yi’t‘f%ﬁz’;‘l thete are times when it is quite appropriate to name <
are times when we need to remind ourselves how great yourself first. ‘Yes, if it is a dark night and the road '

. . - : h, do not be afraid to be a pioneer and let someone
God is. Nehemiah was about to placé a very large order, . is roug bt . . i ~
and so he looked for a very large store. No use to go to follow after you. When there is a noise at ‘night, and

. 13 7 , s your wife wakes up and is sure there is a burglar in the
Ve “:ohg;iem"f: dg;gce:'%' Ist;lr:yv:l;er;as;ouhzla;:;l?e(? lgogrgﬁ: house, ‘do not be too polite and let her go down first.-
.signs, and then he saw the name of the Proprietor, and You had better go “and explore and make sure that he is

“then he prayed:~“O Lord God of heaven, the great and not there. N
terrible-God”. But there are times when we may put durselves first.

" oty sy o o gty my gy b el St i Whenhe
To what sort of God do you address your petltxons" You ny father’s house have sinned.” . Perhaps he thought: “I .

- - remember how the Psalmist said: “I-will lift up mine have been here in Shushan and I have not been as con.

~ eyes unto the hills” — Why? “From whenee cometh my  cerned about m brethren in Jeru a] as I ught to have ~
help.” Then he says: “My help cometh from the Lord” been.” y ! saem ought o have ,

— Who'is He? — “which made heaven and earth.” We ) g

great God. L hat when we pray. . 1 have seen the blessing of God, and so have you; I
have a great, Go et us remember that whe pray have seen the movings of God’s Spn'lt on more than one

And then, blessed be God, We have @ covémnt-keepmg occasion, and I have observed that very, very freduently
God. “Great and terrible,” said Nehemlah but oh, “Thou phan the Spirit of God comes upon His people they begin

art he that keepeth covenant and._ mercy” It is a great Ito pray in the first person, especially when they are con- -
thing to be in covenant with.God, is it not? You go some- “fessing sins. “T have sinned”: Not “forglv}a us”,’ “but

- where, and you say: “I am afraid ko knock. T do not “me”. Oh yes! And then if you want a model prayer,
know whether they will receive me, and even if they do, study that prayer. I have not time to analyie all its
T don’t know whether they will ‘respond to any appeal at - details. But I remind you of ‘this, that Nehemiah pleaded
all.” the promises of God..“Why,” he said, “long.ago Thou
Nehemiah did not go hke that: he went to a GOd Who* didst tell Thy servant, Moses, ithat if Thy people should
-+ was in covenant with His people, and he knew that He forsake Thee, transgress against Thee, Thou wouldest
never would break His covenant. Great and terrible as scatter them abroad among the nations. But Thou didst
He was, he said: “He keepeth covenant and mercy for also say, If ye turn, if ye really turn to Me, though ye
them that love him and observe hls commandments.” - “be scattered to fthe uttermos{ parts of the earth, yet i
I wonder how often do we remember the implications _will bring thee back again.” :

_ of that lovely ordinance that we observe when we come What should we do if -we had not the promises of God’s .
to-the feast and hear Him say: “‘This cup is the new word to make the vehicles of our petitions? If the gra-
testament in_my blood”. When you drink the commun-  cioug will of our God were not revealed in this Book we
fon wine remember that we are in everlastmg relation- should never dream what God has planned- for us. ‘I
ship to Him, the covenant-keeping God. It is a great love to remind myself of ‘that story of David, when he

., thing tobe able to pray after that fashion. had sent for Nalthan, his pastor, and said: “I dwell in
/And then he confessed his sin. I wish you would notice , an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelléth within
Nehemiah’s confession: “And confess the sins of t’he curtains. I should like to build an house for the Lord.”
children of Israel.” You can do that, cannot you? T ean - Nathan said: “That is fine. Go and do all that is in

" do that. T used to have a deacon here who once remarked .thy heart” I can imagine his going home after hearing )
"to me: “Pastor, I am always a little bit suspicious of of David’s desire to build a house for the Lord, and -~
peop]e who are supremely concerned about other people’s when he got home the Lord said: “Nathan I never said
sins.” Have you known some people like that? They never Ithat. You go back and tell David yod were wrong. Tell
have the slightest difficulty in confessing other people’s David I never asked anyone yet to /build Me -an house.
sins. And of course, using the plu_ral number, we can When I want a house I will build one.” Furthermore He,
include ourselves. Yes; we are. sinners! Of. course we said: Tell David this . . . And then He just drew aside
are. But that may mean that I am no worse than you, thé curtain and got David to look down through the cen-
and you are no worse than I. But it is well to recognize turies.\- He said to Nathan: “Tell David the Lord will
that fact, notwithstanding. And so he gaid: “I confess build him an house. ‘I don’t want him to build Me one;
the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned I will build him an house.” And when Nafthan had de-
against thee.” But don’t forget, it is polite to mention livered his message, David fell on his face, and poured
the other person first, “You first, my dear Alphonse”! out his soul before the Lord, and-said: “Thou hast spoken
If we were all as unselfizh as somehmes it would appear, of thy servant’s house for a great while to come. And
what a world this would be! . . is this the manner of man, O Lord God?” Then ‘he went -

-
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on ‘to praise the Lord for all His promises, and he con-
cluded his prayer by iaymg “Thou, O Lord of hosts,
God of Israel, hast revealed to hy servant, saying, I

’ .will build thee an house: therefore hath thy servant

found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. I
never would have guessed it, never would have dreamed
it if I had been left to myself. I was just going to build

‘an house of cedar.” I-think David saw- J esus that day:

“Great David’s greater Son”.

Oh, yes, get the catalogue and see what they have in
the store before you fill’out your order. And that is
what the Bible is. As you turn the pages you will see
things there that would never enter your mind in the
wildest stretch of your 1magmatlon

\
. Iv. - —

That is what Nehemiah did. He found it in the Book
and then having done that, see what happened HE
WENT INTO THE KING’S PRESENCE’” :

Nehemiah had always been a happy man, a cheenful

servant for he had never been sad in the king’s: presence,

before. I-suppose he was a kind of perpetual sunbeam,
an Old Testament “Sunny Jim”. And no doubt the king
dehg"hted to have this cheerful, happy servant with him.

It is a good thing to cultivate that spirit,” if we can. It ~

will do no harm; it is better to smile than to frown any
time. But this tlme Nehemiah -could not smile. If his
invariable habit had been to be mournful and 'sad, his
special frame of mind on this particular occasion would
not have been noticed.

I have known people who were rather surprised if they
were not missed when they stayed away from Church.
And I have said to them: “Well; your coming is the ex-
ception rather ithan the rule. We are all surprised when
you come. We have not time to be concerned about all
the times you stay away.” But if it is your habit to be

“there, -then if anything happens that you are absent,
everyone says: “Where is So-and-So?” I venture to say

that if Brother Greenway is a little indisposed and not
here, two or three hundred people will say: “What is the
matter with Mr. Greenway?” Others could be absent for
weeks together and not be missed. Not because they are
less  esteemed; not because of anyone’s indifferencé; but
it is just a hablt that is all. '

This man was perpetually cheerful and so the occa-
sional sadness was remarked. The 'kmg Jooked at him

.and said: “What is the matter, Nehemiah? You are not-

sick; it is sorrow of heart. What has happened?”

Now mark this: When the king said that, Nehemiah
said: “Then I was very sore afraid.” You remember my
referring to. a certain minister who said he did not con-
sider it his duty to be loyal to.God if that interfered with

_ his job. What does it mean when it says Nehemiah was

sore afraid? I rather think it means this: He said: “If
I tell him that all the time I have been living i in Shushan
the Palace, and delivering the cup into his hand, and
trying to be faithful, that my heart has been with my
own people who have been despised and ‘rejected, for
_whom he has, perhaps, had little regard, what will he

" say? If I tell him that I am worried about Jerusalem :

perhaps he will 'say: ‘Get that out of your mind. * I don’t
want a man serving two masters. I want you to attend
to business. Now cheer up.’” And he said: “I was very
sore afraid.” But the promise of God in his Heart had
to come out through the lips. He could not help it. “Job
or no job,” he said, “I will tell him.” But before he told
him he prayed-to the God of heaven.
[

And then he told ‘the king of the things he had heard -

about Jerusalem, and the sad state there, and the need
of revival. “Well,” said the king, “What would you like
me to do? For what dost thou make request?” He said:
“First of all, your majesty, I would like leave of absence.
I wafit to go to Jerusalem _myself, and I want to y do some-
thing to help my brethren.”  Leave of absence! “How
long a vacation would. you like,” said the king. “When
will you return?” And he said: “I set him.-a time. If it
please the king, let! me go.” And the king received him
so-graciously that he became bold and he said: “I have
not any money to pay my fare. I want travellmg ex-
penses”; or, as he put it then: “If it please the kmg, let
letters be given me to the governors beyond the river,
thdt they may convey me over #ill I come into Judah.”

He asked for a special train-and-a special boat.- It was -

a good thing that he prayed to the God of heaven before
he began asking things like that. But that is what ke
did. Leave of absence, travelling -experises, and material

for the work! He said: “I should like to have letters to -

the governors of the king’s forests, so that I may have
beams for the Lord’s house.” And the kmg granted all
his request according to the good -hand of ‘God upon him.

So he arrived at J erusalem, and when he arrived San-
ballat and Tobiah knew why he had come, for they said:
“Here comes a man who seeks the welfare of the chlldren
of Israel.”

Oh, my dear friends, may we not thus pray! May we
not thus expect that the God of -heaven will answer our
prayers and give us liberty to go where we need to go;
give us means to travel, if need be; give us material for
all our work, whatever it may be?

God did all this but He did it through a man, such a

man as I have poorly described to you: But oh, may God

help us all to be just such men,;and just such women, who
live to seék 'the- welfare of the children of Israel, even
the children of promise, who are counted for the seed.

~—

Let us pray:
We beseech Thee, ‘0 Lord, to revive Thy work in every

\

heart. There is not one of us who does not need it. Draw .

us nearer, O Lord, to Thyself, we beseech Thee. Let us, in
this place se® Thy power, even as we have seen it in the
sanctuary. We have seen thousands within:these walls con-
fess their faith in Christ. O Lord, let us see it again in
larger measure than we have ever seen it, and let it_be
.apparent to all who shall observe us that we are a band of
men" and women.whose hearts God has touched, a congrega-
tion of people so ‘inspired by the Spirit of God tl\at they live
~ to seek the welfare of those who are without Christ, and who
" need salvation.

Hear us in these requests for Jesus’ sake, Amen.

~

“Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it, that
he might sanctify and cleanse it, with the washing of the
water by the word, that he might present it 'to himself
a glorlous churc] "—aEph 5:25-27. - /

’ , -

-~

’

Have You Anawered the Editons
A
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DEMAND FOR BIBLES IN HUNGARIAN RUSS
> SURPRISES SOCIETY . - -
" By Samuel Campbell
F YOU were to stand for a whlle in the lobby of the
N ‘L' ‘newly renovated Bible Hotise on College St. during
'the noon hour rush and observe ‘the colorful costumes

_and. the ¢faces ‘of the people who come, in to’ shop for *
" Bibles in their own fongue, +you. mlght think you were’

_ in the rotunda of- the United Nations: buxldmg And you
would see,~too, how the ‘Bible business is booming ‘in
~ Toronto as sales — particularly of English, Hunganan

. . and Russlan copies —.soar to unprecedented figures: -
The other day .an elderly Croatian woman —at least
- 80 years of age; helping herself along’with a cane %nd

" wearing’a colorful Yugoslavian shawl over her head — .
came in from Etobicoke to buy a Bible. She had fled

from Europe with nothin but the clothes. on her back

for the Scnptures in the language of her homeland
- ‘Everyone Stops

"Fortunately we had a Croatian Testament and wére

.able to let her have it for the subsidized price of 76
cents,” said the attendant. “T don’t think I've seen any-
thing' quite like what happened. ‘Everyone in the store
. -stopped and. looked in silence as this woman'raised®the
- Scrmtures to her lips, kissed the book-she had sought ' so
_“eagerly and wept-openly. As the big tears coursed down
‘. her wrinkled cheeks she repeated softly agam and again:
‘At last . . . a Bible'in my own tongue.””
Last year the Upper Canada Bible Society — _ the larg-
i ‘est auxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible Soclety in
London, Eng. — distributed more than 123,000 copies of
the Seriptures in 53 languages from its Toronto head-
quarters. Every. day workers load packing cases to be
shipped by truck, train, helicopter, ship, pack-horse, dog-
sled and rlverboat to'the ends of the earth. -

-

Many Want Russian -

An unexplamable event in.recent months at the bright
new -Bible House. is the .great demand for Bibles .in the
-Russian language. . One day an eréct, mlddle-ag'ed Rus-
- siai, dressed like a Cossack w1th .jackboots, long coat dnd
black fur hat, got the surprise ‘of his life when he pur-

- chased a Bible in hls native Russian dialect for only $1.50.

- ‘He said if he had been able’ to buy the same book at-

“home it would have-cost him the’ pnoe of a load of hay
or about 10 times a§ much:’ ’
.. - ‘A young Greek immigrant scholar was ﬂabbergasted
when he came in to buy a Bible in Greek. When it was
~ wrapped and presented to him for $1.75 he told the clerk
- the same Bible sold at home for $15. -

One outstanding- thing the attendants in the Bible.

o House notice .about their customers who ask for Blbles
in Arabie, Spamsh Turkish, Gaelic, .Chinese, Urdu and
- 47 other translations is the fact that they never quibble

over price. Their main objective is to get a Bible they .
can read. And most of them don’t even ask the price’

until "the_clerk has their book packaged and ready to
take home -

In 110 Languages ,
Canadians today are reading the Bible in 110:languages
. ‘SBome 20 of- ‘these-being various Indian and- Esklmo
dlalects After facing the cost of translation the Upper
Canada.- Bible society subsidizes the sale of the Scriptures™
on an average of 60 per cent. . To those who eannot pay

.and"had been searchmg far and wide for nearly a year'

v -

they are given free of c'harge Often they are traded to
the Eskimo for a fish . . . to the Indian for an egg. ‘ .
or 20,000 blind Canadlans the complete 39-volume ’
Blble ih Braille — seven feet long, weighing 150 pounds .
and priced at well over $100 — is made ava1lable to S1ght-
less feaders by the UCBS for less than $10.
! - —Toronto Da,il/y Sta,r Wed Feb. 183, 1957

-

AVOID ANXIETY FOR RICHES

-Do not be ,0ver-anxious about riches. Get as much of
true w1sdom and goodness 'ag you -can; but be satisfied
with a’ very moderate portlon ofthis. world’s goods. Rlches
may prove a curse as well as‘a blessing. . i

-I"was walking through an orchard looking about me,
when I saw a low tree laden moré heavily with fruit than
the rest. On a nearer examination; it appeared that the
tiee had ben dragged to the very earth, and broken by ° .
the weight of its treasure. “Oh,” said I, gazing on the

- tree, “here lies one who has‘been rumed by-his riches.”

In another part of my walk I came up with: a shepherd

. who was lamentifig the loss' of a-sheep that lay mangled
and dead at his feet. -On inquiring about the matter, he
told me that a strange dog . had- attacked the flock, that
the rest of the sheep had got away through a hole in the ¢
hedge, but that the ram now dead had more wool on his
back than-the rest, and the ithorns of the i hedge held him

fast till the dog had worried him. “Here is another,” . ' -

- said I, “ruined by-his riches.” .

At the close of my ramble, I met a man hobbling along
on two wooden- legs, leaning on two crutches. “Tell me,”‘
said I, “my poor fellow, how you came to lose your légs.”
“Why, sir,” said he, “in my younge? days, I was a
soldier.. With a.few comrades, I attacked a paity of the -
enemy,. and -overcame them, and we began to overload
ourselwfes with spoil. I, burdened myself with as much as
I could carry. - We weré: pursued. - My companions -
escaped; but T ‘was overtaken and so cruelly wounded,
that I only saved my life afterwards by losing my legs. ~ -
It was a bad affair, sir, but it is too Jate to repent of -
it now. ¢“Ah, friend,” thought:X; “like" the fruit tree and .

. the” mangled sheep, you may date your downfall to your
anxiety for riches.- '—SPURGEOI{

- -~
.

. ,REWARD OF GOODNESS SOMETIMES
' - IMMEDIATE

-Occasionally. a benevolent actlon wrought® 1n falth_
-brings ‘with it an instantaneous . recompense in kind;
therein Providence.is seen as smxlmg tipon ‘the deed. The
-Jate John Andrew J ones, a poor Baptist minister, whilst -
walking in-Cheapside, was appealed: to for help by some

- one he knew. He had but.a shilling in the world, and
poised it in his mind to’ give or not to give? The greater
_distress of his acquaintance prevailed, and' he gave his.
all, walking away with the sweet remembrance of the
promise: “He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth ufito-
the Lord, and that which he hath given will He pay him .
- again.” He had not gone a hundred yaids further before

* he met g gentleman who sald:-“Ah, Mr. Jones, I am in.
deed glad. to see you. I have had this sovereign in my
waistcoat ‘pocket for a week past for some poor minister,
“and you may as well have it Mr Jones was wont to add,
.when telling the story:- “If I had not stopped to give
relief, I should have missed the gentleman and the sov-
erelgn too SPUMEON ’
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7

» - ," _ . , K \.ByCharlesH Spurgeon ' -' ~

- “The 'fruxt of the rlghteous 1s a ‘tree of life; and he that wmneth souls 1s wise. ":—Proverbs xi. 30 T '\

HE PURSUIT OF THE BELIEVER SHOULD BE To. brmg up the blg battermg'-rams, and shake ‘every -:

SOUL-WINNING. For “he that ‘winneth souls is . stone in the sinner’s conscience, to make his ‘heart rock
wise.” The ‘two things are put togethér — the life first, and reel within him for fear of the wrath to come, —

S ‘the .effort next: what God halth joined together, let no in a’ word, to- assail a soul with all the-artillery of the -

\ man put asunder. . -. ‘gospel, needsc,a wise man, and one fully aroused to his

Tt is implied in our text "bhat there are souls which need work. To hold up the white flig of mercy, and, if that
. : winning, Ah, me!-all souls of men aré Jost. by nature. You be despised, to use the battering-ram of threatening until

" might walk through, the streets of London, and say, with 2 breach is made, and then, with the sword of the Spirit .

| sighs and tears, of the masses of men you meet ipon in his hand, to capture the city, to"tear down the blaek

: - those crowded pavements, “Lost, lost, lost!” Wherever flag of sin, and run up the bamner of tlie cross, needs

‘ Christ is not trusted, and the Spirit has not created a .?ll the dorce the choicest preacher can command, and a

*_new heart, and the soul has not come to the great Father, Zreat deal more. Those whose souls are as cold ‘s the

there is a lost soul.: But here is the fnercy — ‘these lost Arctic regions, and whose ‘energy is reduced to the van-

. souls can be-won. They are not hopelessly lost; not yet ishing point, are not likely to take. the city of Mansoul

- © ' ' has God determined that they shall forever sbide as they for Prince Emmanuel. If,you think you are going o

- . are. It is not yet said, “He that is filthy, let him be Win souls, you must throw your soul into your work, just

- - filthy still;” but they are in the land of hope where mercy 23 & Warrior must throw his soul into a battle, or v1ctory
fnay _reach thefn, for they are spoken of .as capable of. Will not be yours. : oo T

being won. They ‘may yet be delivered, but 'the phrase We use the words “to.win” in reference to making a

v hints that it will need all our efforts: “He that winneth fortune, and we all know that the man who becomes a

“souls.” - | . mijllionaire has to rise up early, and sit up late, and eat

. What do we mean. by that word ‘win’? We usé it in love- the bread of carefulness, and it takes a deal of toiling and

) : makmg We speak- of the ‘bridegroom who ' wins his’ saving, and I know not what besides, to amass immense--.
. bridg; and sometimes there is a large expenseé of love, wealth. We have to go in for winning souls with the

: mény 'a pleading word, and many a'wooing- act; ere-yet S2me. ardour and concentration of our faculties as old
.~ the valued heart is all the suitor’s own. T use this ex. Astor of New York went. in to build up that, fortune of
_ . ‘planation because in some respects it is the very best, SO any millions which he has no}\:v left- behind tl)u:in
- for souls will have to be won for Christ in this fashion, It.is, indeed, a race, and you know that in a race Mooy
" that they may be espoused unto Hlm We must maké wins unless he strams every muscle and sinew. They

-, love to the sinner for Christ; that if how hearts are bo . that run ina race'run all, but one receiveth the prize;”

. be won for him. Jesus is the Bridegroom, and we must 274 that is generally he who had more strength than the

- speak for Him, and tell of His beauty, as Abraham’s serv— TeSt: certainly, whether he had more stréngth or not, he
ant, when“he wentto seek a wife for Isaac, acted as a DUt out all-he had, and we shall not win souls unless we

wooer in his stead. Have you nevér'read the story? Then imitate him in this: \

_abouf-his master, what possessions he had, and how Isaac Souls is wise,” and.such a declaration is all the more
. "™ 'was to be heir of it all, and so on, and then he finished valuable’as coming from so wise a man. Let-me show

' . = - his ‘address’ by urging Rebecca to go with him. -The .You Why a soul-winner is wise. First, he must be taught -

. . question was put home to her, “Wilt thou go With this ©0f God before he will attempt it. The man who does not

" man?” So ‘the minister’s ‘business is to commend his know that, whereas he was. ,once blind, now he sees, had
Master and his Master’s riches, and then to say to souls, better think -of his own blindness before he attempts to .
“Will you be wedded to Christ?” He who. can succeed in lead his.friends in the right way. If not saved yourself,-
; - this very delicate business is a wise man. vou cannot be the means of saving others. He that win-

§We alse use the term in a military fashion. We, speak _ neth souls must be wise unto salvation. first for himself.

of winning a clty, a castle, or a-battle. We do not win. That being taken for granted, 'he is a wise man to
victories by going to sleep. Believe me,. castles are not select-such a pursuit. Young man, are you. choosmg,an
captured by men who are only half awake. To win a battle object worthy to be the great aim of your life? I do
‘needs the best gkill, the greatest endirancé, and the ut- hope you will judge wisely, and select a noble ambition.

< most courage. To storm fortresses, which are fegarded If God has given you great gifts, I hope’ they will not be, .

as almost impregnable, . men need to burn the midnight wasted on any low, sordid, or selfish.design. Suppose
oil, and study.well the arts of attack; and, when the time .I am now addressing one who has great. talents, and has

comes for the assault, not a so]dler must be a laggard, an opportunity of being what he likes, of going info Par. )

but all force of artillery and manhood miust be brought liament, and helping to pass great measures, or of going
" to bear on the point assailed. To.carry man’s heart by into business, and making himself a man of importance;:
main force of grace, to capture it, to break down the I hope he will weigh the claims of: Jesus and immortal
. bars of brass and dashthe gates of iron in pieces re- - souls as well as.other claims. Shall I addict myself. to
- .quires the exercise of a skill which only' Chnst can\»nge study? Shall T surrender myself to business? ‘Shail I

" turn to it when you ‘gét home, and see how he talked =~ ‘Solomon in ‘the text declares that, “He that winneth™

-~
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travel‘r’ Shall I spend my txme in pleasure"’ Shall I be-
come ‘the pnnclpal fox-hunter of the county? Shall I lay
cout my time in promoting political and ‘social reforms?

Think them allrover but if you are a ‘Christian man, my ,

dear frjend, nothing will équal in enjoyment, in useful-
-~ Ness, in honour, and in lasting recompense the giving
yourse]f up to the winning of souls. Oh, it is 'grand hunt-

" ing, I can tell you, and beats all the fox-huntmg in the

-world in/ excitement and e:‘:hllaratxon' Have I not some-
- times. gone with a ery over hedge and ditch after some
poor sinner, and kept well up with him in every twist and

turn he took, till I have overtaken him by God's grace,-

- and been in at the death, and rejoiced ‘exceedingly When

I have seen him captured by my Master? Our Lord Jesus
calls His ministers fishermen, and no other fishermen
have siich labour, such sorrow, and such' dehght as we
-have. What a-happy thing it is that you may win souls
for Jesus, and may do this though.you abide in your
secular ca]lmgs' Some of you would never win souls in
pulplts, it would be a great pity if you tried, but you
ein win souls in the workshop, and in the laundry, in the
nursery, and in the drawing-room. Our hunting -grounds

are everywhere by the wayside, by_the fireside, in the’

corner, and in the crowd. Among “the common people
Jesus is our-theme, and among the great ones we have no
other. You will be wise, my brother, if for you the one
absorbmg desire is that you may turn-the ungodly from
the" error of their ways. For you there will be a crown
glittering with many stars, which you shall-cast at Jesus
feet in the day of His appearing. .

. ‘Further, it'is not only wise to make this your aim, but

. you will have to be very wise if you succeed in it, because
the souls t6'be won-are so different in their constitutions,
feelings, and conditions, and you will have to adapt your-

_ selves to them all. The trappers of North America have
to find out thé habits of the animals they wish to catch,
and S0 you will have to learn how to deal with each class
of cases. Some are very depressed, you will have to
comfort them. Perhaps you will comfort them too much,
and make them unbelieving; and, - therefore, possibly,

+ instead of comforting them, you will need sometimes to

administer a sharp word to cure the sulkiness into which

“ they have fallen. Another person may be frivolous, and
if_you put on a serious face you will' frighten your bird
away; you will have to be cheerful, and drop a word of
admonition as if by accident. Some people; again,’' will
not let you speak to them, but will talk to you; you must
know the art of puﬁtlng a word in edgeways. You wil
. havej to be very wise, and become al] things- toall men,
and your success will prove your wisdom. Theories of
dealing with souls may look very wise, but they often
prove to be useless when actually tried: he who by God’s
grace accomplishes the work is a wise man, thouszh per-
haps-he knows no theory whatever. This work will need
all your wit, and far more, and you will have to ery to
the great Wmner of souls above to give you of His Holy
Spirit.

But, mark you, he that wins souls is wise, because he is

engaged in a business which makes men wiser as they

p'roceed with it. You will bungle at first, and very likely
drive sinners off from Christ by your attempts to draw
them to Him. -1 have tried to move some $ouls with all
my might with a certain passage of Scripture, but they
~have taken it in an opposite' light to what it was in-
tended, and have started off in the wrong direction. It

"is very-difficult to know how to act with bewildered en-

-~

quirers, If yo® #ant some-people to go forward, you
must pull them backwards. - If you,want them to go to
the right, you must insist upon their going to the left,
and then they go to the right directly. You must be
ready for the follies of poor human nature. I knew a
poor aged Christian woman who had been a child of God
for fifty years, but she was'in a state of melancholy and -
distress, from which nobody: could arouse her. I called
. several'tlmes and endeavoured “to cheer her up, but gen-
erally when I left she was Worse than before. So, the next
tlme I called.to. see her, I did’ not say. anythmg to her
about Christ or religion. She soon introduced those topics .
herself, and then I remarked that I was not going to
talk to her about such-holy things, for-she did not know
anything about them, for she was not a behever in
Christ, and had been, no doubt, a hypocrite for many
vears. She could not stand that, and asserted, in self- .
defense, that the Lord above knew her better than I
did, and He was her witness that she did léve thie Lord
Jesus Christ. She scarcely forgave herself afterwards
for that admission, bult she-could never talk to me quite:

‘8o despalrmgly any more.

True lovers of men’s souls

learn the art of dealing with them, and the Holy Spirit -
makes them expert soul-surgeons for Jesus. It is not be-
cause a man has more abilities;, nor altogether because
he has more grace, but the Lord makes him to love the
souls- of men ‘intensely, and ithis 1mpar’9§~a secret skill,
since, for the most part, the way to get smners to Christ

is to love them to Christ.

Beloved brethren, T will say, énce more, he whorreally -
" wins 'souls for Jesus, however he wins them, is a wise
man. Some of you are slow to admit this. You say, —
“Well, So-and-so, I daresay, has been very useful, but
he is very rough.” What does his. roughness maitter if he
wins souls? “Ah!” says another, “but I am not.built up
under’him.” Why do you go to hear him to get built up?
If the Lord has sent him ‘to pull down, let him pull down,
and do you go elsewhere- for edification; but do not
grumble at a man who does one work because he cannot
do another. We are also too apt to pit one minister
against another, and say, “You should hear my minister.”
Perhaps we should, but it would be better for you to hear
the man who" edifies you, and let others go where they-
also are instructed. “He that winneth souls is wise.” I
do not ask you how he did it: He sang the gospel and you
did not like it: but if he won souls, he was wise. Squl-
winners have all their own ways; and if they do but win
souls, they are wise. I will tell you what is not wise, and
-will not be thought so at the last, namely, to go about the
churches, doing nothing yourself and railing at all the

Liord’s useful servants.

Here is a dear brother on his dying bed. he has the
sweet thought that the Lord enabled him to brihg many

.souls to Jesus, and the expectation when he comes to the

gates that many spirits will come to meet him. ' They will
throng “the ascent to the New Jerusalem, and welcome
‘the man who brought them to Jesus. They are immortal

monuments to his labours.

He is wise. Here is another

who has spent, all his time in interpreting the prophecies,
so that everything he read of in the newspapers he could
see in Daniel or the Revelation. He ,is wi-se, S0 some say,
. but I had rather spend my time in winning.souls. I would
sooner bring one sinner to Jesus Christ than unplck all
the mysteries of -the divine Word, for salvation is the

thing we are to live for. I'would to God that T understood

ail mysteries, yet chief ofv all would I proclaim the mys-

>
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tery of soul-saving by faith i in the blood of the Lamb. It
is comparatively a small matter for a ‘minister to have
‘been a staunch upholder -of orthodoxy all his days,-and

. to have spent- himself in 'keepmg up the hedges of his

church; soul-winning is the main concern. It is a very
good 'thmg to contend earnestly for the faith. once de-
livered to <the saints; but. ] do not think I should like
to say in my last account, “Tord, I have lived to fight the
Romariists and the~State Church, and to put down the
various erronteous Sects, but I never led a sinner to the
cross.” No, we will fight the good fight of faith, but the

" winning of souls is the _greater matter, and he who at-

tends to it is wise. Another brother has preached the
truth,\'but he did so pol'ish\-up\his sermons that the gospel
was -hidden. Never a sermon was fit to preach, he
thought, until he had written it out a dozen tlmes to see
whether every sentence would be accordlng to the canons
of Cicero and Quintillian, and then he went and de-
livered . the gospel as a grandforat;on Is that wise?
Well, it takes a wise man to be a thorough orator; but
it is better not to be an orator if fine speech prevents
your being understood. Let eloquence be flung 1o the
ddgs rather than souls be lost. What we want is to win
souls, and they are not.to be won by flowery speeches.
We must have the winning of souls at heart, and be red
hot with zea] for their salvation; and then, however
much we blunder according to the critics, we shall be
numbered among those-whom the.Lord calls wise.

Now, Christian men and women, I want you to take
this matter up practically, and to determine that you will
try this very night to win a soul. Try this one next to you
in the seat if you cannot think of anybody else. Try on
the way home; try with your Qwn children. Have I not

. told you of what happened one Sunday evening? In my

sermon I said, “Now, you mothers, have you prayed with
each of your children, one by ‘ene, and urged them to lay
hold on Christ? Perhaps dear Jane is now in bed, and
you have never yet pleaded with her about eternal things.
Go.home to-night, wake her ap, and say, ‘Jane, I am
sorry I have never told you about the Saviour personally,

.. and prayed with you, but I mean o do it now.’- Wake
‘her up,-and put your arms round her neck, and pour out
© your heart to God with her.”

Well, there was a good
sister here who had ‘a daughter named Jane. What do
you think? She came oh Monday_to bring her daughter
Jane to see me in the vestry, ‘for when she woke her up,
and began, “I have not spoken to you about Jesus,” or
something to that effect, “Oh, dear mother!” said Jane,

“I have loved the Savmur these six months, and won- |
+ dered you had not spoken to me about Him”; and then .
there was great kissing and rejoicing. Perhaps you may ,

find that to be-the case with a dear child at home; and,
if you do not, so much the more reason why you should
begin at once to speak. Did you never win a soul for

'Jesus? You shall have a crown in heaven, but no jewels 1
«in it. You will go to heaven childless; and you know how

it was in the old times, how the women dreaded lest they
should be childless.' Let it be so with Christian people;
let them dread being spiritually chlldless We mugt hear
_the cries of those whom God has given toshe born unto )
himself by our means. ‘We must hear them or else cry
out in anguish, “Give me converts, or I die.”" Young men

- and old men, and sisters of all ages, if you love the Lord,

get a passion for souls. Do you not see them? They are
going down to hell by thousands; as often as the hand

. upon the dial completes its circuit, hell devours multi-

o~

tudes, some of them -ignorant of Christ a.ﬁ‘d! others wil-

fully rejecting Him < The world lies in darkness; this"

great city stilPpines for the light: your own friends
and kinsfolk are unsaved, and they may be dead ere this
week is over. Oh, if you have any humanity, let -alone
Christianity, if you have found life, proclaim it to the
dead; if you have found liberty, publish it to the cap-
tives; if you have found Christ, tell of Him to others.
My brethren in the College, let 'this be your choice jwork
while studying, and let it be the one object of your lives
when you go forth from .us. Do not be content when
you get a congregation, but labour to win souls! and as
you do thig, God will bless you. As for us, we hope dur-
ing 'the rest of our lives to follow Him Who is The Soul-

Wlmher, and to put durselves in His hands who maketh us .

Soul-winners, so that our life may not be a long folly, but
may be proved by results to have been dlrected by
wisdom.

0 you souls not won to Jesus, remember that falﬁh in

Christ saves you! Trust in Him. May you be led to trust .’
. in Him, for His name’s'sake! Amen. -

~

~

THE CHRISTIAN’S REWARD

Am I poor? He cannot be poor to whom God’s angels
come every day and every night. Have I no riches here?
I have all that every man owns on this earth, and all that
God owns besides.
with Jesus Christ.
You say, “That is a highfalutin notlon . It is not. I am
myself a witness, and I testify that this is so. I do own

the beauty and the glory of this world because I am a

child of God, and as such I am the heir of my Father.

.There is not a bird that flies that is not mine. There is

not an insect that lives and enjoys its brief space of life
that 'is not mine. There is not a mountain-top that is not
mine. The very drapery of the heavens is mine. He is
yours whom you love, and he cannot keep himself. And
this is our reward. —BEECHER

3
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HEAR .
JS ' .
~-H. C. SLADE
TWO:
- ILLUSTRATED/-.
MISS!ONARY MESSAGES
. 0 -
JARI'VIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

h ]

Thursday, March 7, 8.00 p.m.
Martinique, A Neglected Missimmry'Field

Thursday, March 14 8.00 p.m.
Jamaica, a Needy Missionary Field

A

Iaman heir of God. I am joint heir .




12 (148)° - L

[ ' '

- -

, THE _@SPEL- w-lm_Ess and I?R(YI'ES'_I‘ANT: 'A_mwoc.&irn, _

March 7, 1957

~

Ty —

HE expressmn on ;the faces of Pastor and Mrs Itty
- ag we left them at the airpert at Fort de France,

coupled with what_we had- observed. for five days “of

the mighty task they ‘have assayed, made us. feel we
wanted to do everything within our  power to help.
_Instead of flying by direct course from Martlmque to

" -Jamaica we returned via Virgin Islands to San Juan,

T ’

2

-

- welcome.

.

Puerto Rico, where we spent. another night. In our

flight from San Juan to Jamaica we were not able to

see much/en route of. the Dominican Republic or Haiti,
but brief stops.at. Cludad Trujillo and> Port Au Prince

gave us a glimpse of their exquisite beauty The frosted- -
topped - towering mountains with pine-forested slopes

especially of Haiti were clearly in view from.the air as

our.plane approached ‘the airport. Any person‘interested’

in attractively carved mahogany bowls, plates and trays,
would certainly have his taste 'gratlfled at either of these
ports

On our arrival in Kingston, Wednesday mornmg, Feb- .

ruary 13th, we were met at_ the airport by .our good friend

and veteran missionary pastor for twenty-mne years in -

Jamaica, Rev. J. W. Knight. Mr. Knight was accom-
panied by his brother-in-law Hector Batt, of Stoﬁffvﬂle,
Ontario, who together had driven that mornmg a dis-
" tance of eighty;five miles to greet us and extend a hearty
Mr. Stanley Harris,.a well-known Christian
worker both in Jamaica and Toronto, was also present.

The first matter o engage our atten.tlorf after landing
in ngston was ‘to discuss -with a "chief officer of the
Immigration Depar'tment in company with Mr. Knight,
the possxblhty of_sending into the island more evangeh-
" cal missionaries.. To our great satlsfactmn and joy we
learned ‘through thls official there was really no baprier
at present against men coming in from any part ‘of the
British’ Commonwealth; and if certain regulatmns were

‘complied with, they wouldn willingly receive m1ss10nar1es:

- from other countries as well.

Unlike Martinique, Jamaica is a land where, in the
past, Evangelism has flourished. But, as in the case of
Canada, Gréat Britain, and the United States the lead-
ing denominations including”the Baptists, have gradually
.come under the control of modernistic leaders. The
bhgh‘tmg' effect of modernism on the chirches and the
missionary programme of the Jamaica Baptist Union has
‘been tremendous. Although in the past twenty-five years
the population of Jamaica has increased by at least
twenty-flve per- cent, the Baptlst churches during this

same period have witnessed in membership a steady de-

crease. 'Thig condition of decline presents a very ‘serious
problem. .Never in the history of the island has the néed
for evangelical preachers, who will courageously preach

- without compromxse, been more uigent -than now. Thank

God for a few men here and there who are still standmg
for ‘the faith once delivered, but if the fort of truth is
to ‘be held and an offensive launched from some source,
remforcements must be forthcommg < Hence .we are
happy to know, so far as immigration is concerned the
door is wide open. The next step to be taken is for God’s
people to pray the Lord of the harvest that He will send
forth labourers irto His harvest.

Jamalca is the largest island of the Bntlsh West

A M|$5|onary Travelogue e T

- (MARTINIQUE TO ]AMAICA)

. ' have been ever since.

. ) \ .
. .o " __ »
Indles and-is certaln to p1ay a maJor role in the newly- .
formed B.W.I. Federation.' In size it.is aboit twice as .

‘large as Prince Edward Island. It boasts a populatlon

at present.of one and one-quarter million of which -about -
ninety-five per cent i§ coloured. Two years ago the peo—

ple of Jamaica celebrited the three hundredth anmver-
sary of their exigtence as a-member of the. British Com-.
monwealth:- Wlth religious liberty incorporated in the .
new. constitution, to us it would appear that the time is.
opportune for evangelical advancement throughout: the ,
whole constituency of the British West Indies. i

.Nearly one week of our stay in Jamaica was spent at’
Clarksonville, an_inland district near Cave Valley, in'the .
_home of Pastor and Mrs. John Khight. While there we
got a-clear insight into the pastoral life with all its heavy
demands and numerous: activities of one of the most
devoted couples ever to lgraduate from Toronto Baptist
Seminary, The writer is extremely proud to own such
noble class-mates. When' at Seminary Mrs. Knight was -
kbown as Miss Georgina Batt. After graduation from 1
T.B.S. in 1929, the next step for thein was amalgamation.. .
Their honeymoon conslsted of a trip to Jamaica- to
assume ° the oversxght of ‘three churches where they -
.For the past twenty-nine years,
w1th only two furloughs they have laboured untiringly
and successfully. In that time they have seen not only
many, many precious -souls brought to. a knowledge of
Christ, but a nuimber of new cases in varlous needy areas
established.

When mlms'termg to Mr nght's people on the Te-
spective fields of Clarksom\nlle, “Mount Moriah, and
Tweedside, which it was our pr1v1lege to do on at least’
six occasions, we were “made conscious by the expression
and audible consent of the audiences that-we were preach- <
;r&g to a people who had been well mdoctrmated in God’s’

ord.

“Probably the most. unusual baptlsmal service we’ever -
Wxtnessed -was held last Sunday morning.at Clarkson-
ville. \The church. auditorium, which comfprtably seats
five hundred, Was not only filled but packed. And dear
reader, I mean packed! I have never seen church pews
so ‘fully occupied as these were on that occasion. Follow-
ing the preaching of the morning message; thirteen candi- - -
dates were immersed upon profession of their faith.

- In addition to the regular preaching services to which
we have referred, three meetings were held under the -
auspices of the International Council of Christian.
Churches. The first meeting. was held in ngston, ‘with
a capacity audience, at the Rehoboth church. During the
question period following the message a reqiest ‘was
made by a retired school ‘teacher that another meeting
of the same nature in a larger auditorium should be held.

We returned for this second meeting last Thursday. The
audience was much larger, and we have reason to believe —; -
that much 'geed was accompllshed bv way of domg some
spade work for the I.C.C.C.-

At a meeting in Clarksonville last Monday afternoon

‘which was attended by about twenty-five persons most

of whom ‘were preachers,’ a Consultative Committee of
the /1.C.C.C. was- formed. It was wisely decided to ‘take

. thlls step flrst and in the near zfuture hold another meet- ~
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. ing to _cons-ider the advi"sability of organizing a Council
‘of Churches, It was ajoy to meet again Rev, G. W. .Smith

' . an old Seminary classmate whom' we have not seen for °

" years. Then, too, we mét and were refreshed’ by the
. . fellowship of James Green, another T.B.S. graduate. At

the election of officers Mr nght was appointed chalr-
man and Mr. Smith secretary.

’ A After 4 strenuous itinerary, in 'the islands* of Martm-

- ique and Jamaica, Mrs. -Slade and-I are now_ enjoying a
few days of rest at-‘Montego Bay where we arrived Friday
‘noon. Already we have had some’ fellowship with our
brother Michael . Foster who for some years, when in
Toronto, attended Jarvis Street Baptxst Church.” We are
both looking forwardi.to arriving home Thursday. eve-'
_ning and being in Jarvis Street Church Sunday ‘morning,

March 8rd, with the best people e know in the whole'

world )
- P . ~N

Dr: H. C. SLADE

MYSTERY AT BURBERRY I_:I‘ILL._SGHOOLJ
.. Fourteen young peaple, eight boys and six girls, dress-
-.ed in the green and gold uniform of the Burberry Hill
. Grammar School, faced one another across the .Common

Room table. There was eager interest as a tall fair-
haired girl rose to speak. Her keén blue eyes searched
every face as tapping the table with a pencil, she said
_briskly. “Well, as promised, Dad. has brought his lawyer’s
-brain to bear Aupon our reasoning.and he agrees em-
. phatically there are *far_too many clues! First,” she
tapped off each -one w1th the pencil, “Jock McGee ~was
known to be the only off® on ‘Library Duty’ yésterday.
Second, 1o one ever goes-for a library book on Wednes-
day afternoon.” This was grreetedI with gmiles and nods.

. Wednesday was sports. afternoon, and’the hbrary was
-always far from everyone’s ‘mind when a battle for mas-
tery was being fought on the playing fields of Burberry:
-“So Jock,” she went on, “would have had
pleﬁty of oppor-tun’ity to break into the Headmaster’s
. room which is next to the library, and steal a.copy-of-the
autumn exam papers if he wanted to. Third, ‘Jock’s pen-
. knife was found on the Headmaster’s floor, near, mark

. you, the cabinet where the papers are kept! Now the
floor is covered with lino by the cabinet, so if the knife
'had,-fallen Jock would have heard it,-and if he had in-

tended using_it to pry open the drawer he would: have ~

been jolly careful to pick it up ‘again. Then last of ‘all;

. the . envelope that had contained the exam papers’ was
found stlcklng -out' — I emphasize stwkmg out of Jock .
McGee’s mackintosh pocket""

“Well now,” Betty went on, “Dad sug'gestl that Bob
Chester goes to, see Jock and.questions 'h1m about his old ~
associates.” .

Bob rose and reachmg for his cap saxd “Can T.tell

../ L. . !

-

.Jock that we all. belleve him innocent, and that we are
praying that the Lord will help us to prove it?”

“Oh yes, of course!” agreed everyone wholeheartedly
‘as Bob left the room which the Fourth- forrners thad per-
mission to use after school hours for a Seripture Union
Class. Every member read a portion of the Bible every
_ day -and was therefore pr1v1leged to wear a. little green
and gold badge. Others in the school called it the ‘Pi
Club’, but ‘the young folk took it “all in good part. There

had been much speculatlon in the schoo} when just a
month previously,-Jock McGee, one of the school’s ‘head- *
aches’ had suddenly joined them. ,“What's McGee doing .

in the *Pi Club*?” had been the general question. “It
‘won’t be ‘Pi’ long if he is there!” They had almost lost
interest in ‘Pi-Jo-ck’,
startling discovery of a burglary in the Head’s' room,
while Jock McGee was alone ‘in the hbrary, next ' door
- roused it white-hot again.~

Jock was asked t0o remain at home whlle further in-
quiries were being made. The Head was kindly and fer-
vently hoping that Jock would be proved innocent, for
the past month had certainly seen-a great change in the
once' unruly, careless McGee. But, until further de-
vélopments, Jock was better at home, - If time should
prove him guilty there was only one course open to the

* Headmaster, but he hated the word ‘expulsion’, so_pur-
sued the mvestlgatmn with solemn purpose. - .
* * * -

Bob found Jock slumped in 'the armchair by the fire-,
He smlled warily as Bob strode into

side at his home.
the room.

¢+ *Chin up, old c'hap"’ Bob slapped him on the back then
-taking the. chair opposite asked suddenly, “Have you an .

“enemy, Jock?"
~  Jock looked startled at such a. questlon then shook hls
head, “Not that I know of,” he replied. - g

“Now think,” Bob -continued, “has anythmg' ‘happened,
say since you were converted, to annoy or anger anyone ?”

as he was nicknamed, when the -
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Jock hesitated for a moment then said, “No, I don't

think so, except . .. well .
- “Yes,” Bob urg'ed ¢

“Well you know the “kind of chap I was,” Jock said
ashamedly, " “smoking and playing cards ~with * Rooky
Simms! Well, one day he got me to play for ratherhigher
Stakes than usual and well — I lost, and owed him 17 /6d.
It was the worry and fear of being found ot t‘hat drove

~ me to you.”

“Yes, we thought you had-some‘thmg on your mmd ”
Bob added. -

“As you know, after that talk we had together I gave
my heart to the Lord Jesus Christ] Next day I told
Rooky that' I was finished with him and his ways but I
would pay every penny of thedebt. Three days ago I
paid him the last five ‘shillings, and instead of being
pleased he got himself all worked up and said he’d ‘show
. the whole school that I wag nothing but a cringing hypo-
.crite’ but,” Jock con ylued as Bob let out an excited gasp,
“1t could not have been Rooky, for one of the maids who
was polishing’ said’ no one entered the front corridor but
- myself*between two and four o’clock, the time when the
" paper was taken.” v : i

Bob leaned forward. “Did .you héar any -sound while
you were on library duty?”

“I don’t thlnk 80: There was a whole lot of new books
to list so I was kept busy.”
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“Yes, but think again. Any sound no matter how in-
s1gn1:f1cant »

“Well just -the window cleaner
through the window and said he- would like to dhange
places with ‘me as his was jolly hot work.”"

“Ah!” Bob leaned back with a thoughtful air.

“But the window cleaner isii’t-an enemy of mine,” Jock
hastened to add. -

“No, of course not. Welt I must g'o Just one more

question. Is Jackson of the Third one of Rooky Simms’

vietims ‘

“Yes, I'm afrald he is.” \

Bob rose” and gnpped; 'Jock’s hand. “Good night. old
chap, we all believe in you and are praying for you.”

“Thanks,” Jock said /huskily then added. “Why should
this happen just when I am seeking to live a true Chris-
tian life?” i

“Well, Dad being a preacher would know how to answer
that question better than I, but I'm sure- it is a test to
strengthen you. ‘Don’t.lose fa.zth hold on, then when this
is over you will be all the stronger, because you will have
proved His Power to keep you.”

Bob raced back.and joined the others where after a’

‘hasty consultation some were detailed off- for special
tasks. - One went off to interview the window cleaner,
another wrote a letter on a torn piece of school paper and
rushed off to post it, a third examined the flower beds
undefneath- the Headmaster's window and even took a
photograph, and while all this was going onn Bob was
closeted with the Head, who was eagerly agreeing to co-
operate in a .little operation scheduled to- take place in
the shrubbery next m'oi'nin_g during break.
- o R *
10 45 a.m.—The Head y{vas seen takmg a stroll by the

shrubbery. - N
10.46 a.m.—Bell went for break.

10.46.2 a.m.—Bob Chester races in the direction of the

crxcket pavilion; turns abruptly and d1|sappears into the
shrubbery

10.47 a.m. ——Jackson of the Third, looking rathet white
and scared seen lurking in the shrubbery.

10.48 a.m.—Rooky Smith strolls along, looks furtively
from left to right, then slips into the shrubbery.

Shortly after the above events the frightened Jackson,
standmg beside a large laurel bush, was confronted by
an angry senior. “What do you mean by sending me
this?” Simms held out a torn piece of paper on which was

¢ written ‘Come to the large laurel bush in the shrubbery

durmg break. I know all @about the theft of the exam
paper.” Simms shook the shrinking boy furiously, “How
do you know I stole the paper? Who told you? If you

“All right -Jackson, you may-go.” The Head’s vowé
was stern, ag he stepped from behind the laurel .bulsh
followed by "Bob Chester, and placing a-firm hand. on
Simms’ shoulder said “Come with me.”

Simms seemed incapable of speech, but his crafty ‘eyes
narrowed cunningly as if he were thinking up some good
excuse for the confession he had just made. Whatever it
was no one ever knew, for on reaching the Head’s study,
there was the window cleaner to-state that he Ieft the
ladder by the Heads wmdow to get another bucket of
water to do the library windows, and“on returning, saw
Simms walking away from it. Arnd there was a newly

developed photograph shéwing in the soil of the flower'
beds underneath the Headmaster’s window, the unmis-

He spoke to me-

takable imprint of Simms’ rather pointed shoes. Also
there was a signed statement by one of the maids to
say. she had been rathér puzzled to find fihger prints on
the outside of the Headmaster’s windows shortly after
the man had cleaned them. -She had opened the window

~““and rubbed them off, forgeétting all about them until

Bob Chester had questioned her.

© Well, after that Simms crumpled up and confessed To
excuse himself he told of Jock’s gambling debpts, then how
he had ‘turned rehgmus and spurned his old companions,
- and that he, Rooky, had only meant this affair as a joke

to bring McGee ‘down a peg’: Then he got rather defiant

and asked “How did young Jackson know it was I?7”
“QOh,” 'the Headmaster spoke quietly. ‘He did not
know. That letter was written with my permission by

e

Someone els¢, I-only told Jackson to go-to the shrubbery -

durmg break whére~ you- would be waiting to speak to_

him.”
“Well then I've been tncked 1” Simms spluttered. -
“Exactly,” the Head replied, “but remember there is
a text which says ‘Be sure, your. sin will find you out’..

Yours have found you out Simms, and I can only hope,

that you will do better at some other school.” Then turn-
ing to Bob he said, “I feel it’s time you went for McGee,
and. I will assemble the school and tell them the whole
story.” ~

{The scholars of Burberry Hlll rejoiced to know that
the mystery of the theft had been solved. ,-The masters
rejoiced too. But most of all, the S.U. Class rejoiced, for
they had a new influx of members, including young Jack-

- son. Such was their rejoicing, that Jock McGee, viewing

the well filled room, remarked to Bob Chester “Bob, it
wis worth e'verythmg to see, this!”

—The Child in the Mzdst

OUR EXAMPLE ‘OF SELF-DENIAL
Alexander, when his army grew sluggish because laden

with ‘the spoils of their enemies, to- free them from this, ¢

1ncumbrance commanded all his own baggage to be set
on fire, that when they saw the kmg himself devote his
rich treasures to the flames they‘might not murmur if
their mite and pittance were consumed also. So, if Christ

. had taught us contempt of ‘the world, and had not given

its an instance of it in His own person, His doctrine had
been less powerful and effective. But what an example
_we now find in Him, s1nce he had not where to lay His
“head in life, nor a'rag to cover Him in death, nor any-
thing but.a borrowed grave in burial. What manner, of
persong ought we all to be in unselfishnesé when we hive
such-a Lord! He hath not said to us in matters of self-
- denial, “Take up thy .cross .and -go,” but “Come, take up
thy cross and follow Me.” Well may the soldiers endure

hardness when the King himself roughs it among us, and -

suffers more than the meanest. private in ouf ranks. - i
- —SPURGEON

”

Have  You Answered the , Editon’s
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manifestation of the Father’s_attributes, for Christ is- the

. .3 1 . 2 off reflection of God’ tial glory. (John 1:14;
Bible School Lesson Dutline g o retiection of Gods essential glory Goim, 114

-

"< Golden Text: “Being made so much better than the angels,

" as Titus or Philemon, nor to & speeific church, as Colossians

ihe ;‘gther’sc l1131‘;elin?g th(chcg; 4:4; %01.1:11:15). As t_,ixlzl'ougl;u e
N ord Jesus ist the. Father wields His power in the natur

Vol 21 First Quarter Lesson 11 March 17, 1957 world (Col. 1:16, 17), so also through Him the Father per-

- — . formed the stupendous: work of redemption (2 Cor. 5:18-21;

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D, (Tor:) Heb. 9:14, 28), His mission of sacrificial atonement accom-

= plished, the Son was given a position of honour at the

Father’s right hand (Psa. 110:1; Eph. 1:20, 21; Heb. 8:1),

THE SUPER\.I‘ORITY OF THE SON OF GOD- -His glorious, triumph duly won by vicarious suffering on
Lessoxlx Text: Hebrews 1:1-14. : '

behalf of humanity (Heb. 2:7-10).
II. The Son of God Superior to the Angels: verses 4-14.

-as he hath by inheritance obtained 'a more excellent -. For this final revelation of- Himself in Christ, the Lord
name than they.”—Hebrews 1:4. . - - prepared the way, as is shown in the divine record, given
: oo . . . to us in the Old Testament. The First Covenant was the
Introductién: . ' - fore-runner of the Second Covenant, the First being charac-
""No Hum‘ni ‘author has subscribed his name’ to the Epistle terized by law, as the Second was by grace (John 1:17), and
to the Hebrews, although it is generally accepted that the given through the mediation of angels (Acts 7:53; Heb. 2:2),
Apostle Paul wrote it under the inspiration of the Holy as the Second was ratified through the mediation of Christ
Spirit some time between 64 and 67 A.D. o %hherx Stqn _‘;f G(:‘:dd.(l Tmll- t?=5): ) gix 1_)1;0’7:11118 ét'he'tf;lé:h?s g
. . . . o dd s i stianity, God’s revelation in ris e firs p
This Epistle_is not addressed to any particular individual,, show the sﬁpe riority of the Son, the 1\’¢I_e diator of the New
ﬁng Corinthiar::i but 'lzl-ather tol a group belbo__nging t% the’ gg‘\;:m:: over the angels, the' /mediators of the Old
ebrew race. .Although primarily written to believing Jews s s : .
-in Palestine who were being persecuted for: their faith in. ,w?ﬁ:l:nfﬁfﬁam m'gg'bigl?;:aloggﬂgs'og";%eGg‘gnas:;f;‘eig
Christ, the author evidently has in view the wider circle of very God of've{'ypGod ia; vastly stﬁ)erior- His name is above
people who by birth or training were associated with the go0 " opme ™ Seven 'Old Testament passages are cited in

~N -

institutions of Judaism. Many had heard the Gospel and ort of this trutk <

were on the Tringe, as jt were, of the Christian church, These % 1;° p uua. . .
: : ver in Scripture did the Father address an angel directly

must be exhorted to follow on to know the Lord. as His Son, but to Christ is assigned divine Sonship, as in

The Epistle to the Hebrews is the divine commentary on the first three quotations (verses 5, 6; Psa. 2:7; 2 Sam. 7:14;
the Book of Leviticus. It deals with the superiority of Deyt, 382:43, Greek Version). In His divine nature He is the
Christ, His Person, Priesthood and Ministry as Mediator of ynigue, well-beloved Son (John 3:16; Rom. 8:29), and in His
the New Covenant, to the Old Econom‘y‘ _w1th”1t~ founders, .- glorified humanity the risen Christ is the first-begotten, the
priests and mediators. . The key word “better”. occurs some peginning of the new,creation (Acts 13:33;.1 Cor. 15:20-23).
13 times. S ’ And again, the angels are indeed messengers of God, spiritual

beings, holy and powerful (Psa. 104:4), but the Son is one

O“?lmef.’f Hebrews: e X . with the Father; He is the King who gives the commands,
1. “The Theme: The Finality of Christianity: 1:1-4. Jjoyfully executed by the angelic hosts (Psa. 45:6, 7).

e for} i T Christ the Messiah, the Anointed One, has been assigned
IL T.h ? Susp eriority of Christ and the New Revelation: this elevated 'station’abo‘vé all others, Eecause as God -He

N 1:5-2:] .. - . loves rigliteousness and hates iniquity .(Isa. 61:1, 3). His
III. The Superiority of Christ and ‘the New Economy: holy nature is superior even to- that of the unfallen angels.
v 8,4 The Lord Jesus Christ has been consecrated to His holy

Iv. TBI'hie Sllapgiority of Christ and the N/ew Worship: . office, not only because of, superior qualities, but also Be-

- ok = SaIS. - . .~ _ v, mission of angels is affected-by change, but the Son remains
7 V. Christianity as a Practical Religion: 10:19 - 12:29. ever the same, and His dominion shall be for ever (Psa. 89:4;
VI, P 1 Epi : 18, .
Yl rersona 7 pﬂ‘,,gu'e 18.. universe, over which the Christ 6f God.js supreme. They are
created beings, but He is the Greator.\ The- material world

Exposition: . , )
I The Son of God Superior to the Prophets: verses1-3. 111:)?2%3:?{, but the Son endures for ever (verses 10-12; Pea.
It -would be impossible .to imagine the ‘darkness and de-  The angels are holy attendants around the throne of God,

. struction which would hive devastated this universe under ready to.speed swiftly at.the Father’s behest and minister

the curse of sin and.death, had not God Himself broken the to those who shall be the heirs of salvation  (Gen. 28:12;
.silence to speak to man. The prophets of old were chosen. 32:1, 2, 24; Psa. 103:20; Luke 1:19, 26).. We do not worship
to be God’s spokesmen to reveal His will., The revelations of tlie angels (Rev. 18:10), but they with us worship God (Psa.
truth were given “at sundry times and in divers manners” 67:17), and we revere them for their greatness. The Son,
or “in many parts and in'many ways™; that is, they varied on the other hand, sits upon the throne, sharing the power
in substance and in form (Numb. 12:6, 8). They were given, . and authority of the King over all thm%s (Psa. 110:1; 1
for example, in declarations, commands, persons, acts, sym- Pet. 3:22). ' ) ¥

lﬁc)‘}i; g;:‘ierl;ré?mes and lusto_nca_l events, as interpreted by the - . , Daily-Bible Readings

God spoke in times past, not mefely th¥ough His prophets, March 11— Chxist and Righteousness ................ SR Psa. 36
such as Abraham, Moses, Samuel, David, Jeremiah, but He ~March 12—Chr!§t- and the Word of God ... John 1:1-14
also spoke in them, as the power, majesty, holiness and love March 13-—Christ the Bread of Life .................... John 6:47-59
of God were made manifest in their lives. : March 14—Christ the Light of the World ........ John 8:12-20"

.. John 10:7-18

.But the ministry of the prophets was limited. In,Christ March 16—Christ the Door of the Sheep .........
John 11:20-27

God “fully revealed Himself (Col. 1:19); the Lord Jesus March 16—Christ the Resurrection ..........

Christ, His Son (Heb..3:6; 5:8), is God’s final word of truth March 17—Christ’s Exaltation ............coo......... Eph. 1:15-28
to man. He is at once the Revealer and the Revelation, the s H
Messenger of the truth and also the Truth Incarnate (John : . uggested Hymns
:6, 7). . . . " Join all the glorious names. :
The ministry of the Son of God as the final Revealer of O could I.speak the matchless worth!
God is illustrated by His relation to the Father. As-His Rejoice, the Lord is King! : -
Sonship implies, He is the Heir of all things (Psa. 2:8; Matt. , Arise, my soul, arise!
21:38; Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 8:28) and the Creator of all things , The head that once was crowned with thorns.
(John 1:3; 1 Cor. 8:6; Eph. 3:9). In Christ we have a full - - Golden-harps are sounding, . ‘

- &
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cause of His. superior endowments (Heb. 2:16; ‘7:28). -The -

- Isa. 9:7; Luke' 1:33), .They minister through the material- .
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