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"If so be ye have tasted that the LQrd is gracious."-l Peter 2:3. 

CERTAIN things are said to be .contingent upon a 
/. principle stated in our text, "If so be ·ye·nave tasted 

,that the Lord is gracious" .. It is here implied that being 
a Christian; a ch-ildo of God, a possessor of and being 
possessed by the salvation that 'is .jn Christ, fundamen
tally,. eleme~tarily, consists in "tasting" of the ·gracious
ness of the Lord" And tJhis evening I shall deal with a 

.... simple matter, -:.. and, pleas'e rememoer that. simplicity 
is not synonymo.us with superficiality. ,That which is 

'. ·s'imple may, at the same. time, . ~ very profound; and 
that which is fundam~ntal must'always lie beneath the 
. surface of th'ings. We 'S'haH concern ourselves therefore 
with ~. consideration Orf ·the elemental"Y principles that 
are fundamental to the Christian hope. -

It is nere assumed as a fact that the Lord .j·s gracious, 
. and that whoever is a Christian 'has, =by some means, 

com'e to an understanding and experience ·of that great 
fact, the graciousness of the Lord .. 

The sun shines upon us withoqt effort. r The flowers 
grow without labour. The whole machinery 0( 'the uni
verse proceeds without friction, so that even the birds 
find their place, as do the little children. Why' should it 
be supposed that our great ·God, designing ·to save men, 
should make salvation to be so complicated a thing that 
scarcely anybody can understand- 'it? Why should we 
add- to tnat whiehGod 1;tas written, or make complex that 
which God has designedly made so simple? _ 

I . 

SALVATION ·CONSISTS IN KNOWING THE LORD, 
somehow or another coming 'to know the graciousness of 
the Lord. And .because .of the confusion to which I nave 
'referred it !becomes necessary sometimes, if we would 
instruct those who need instruction, to deal with things 
negatively as well as' positively. But I lay this down as 
.our ifi·rst and fundamental proposition', that whatever else 
it means,' and- Iby whatever means ·that ·great desideratum 
is accomplished, 'salvation consists in' knowing the 
graeiousness of ·the Lord Himself. . I 

In dealing with people, and discussing with them their 
hope for this life and the neXt;: I . have been. impressed 
again and agai~ with the necessity for making the mat
ter, very, very, plain. On F.riday Brother Wilmot and I 
were motoring, and we stopped to enquire of a man who Therefore it does not depend upon contact with a 
was standing on the sidewalk the way to get ,on to'a deputy. How often great men, or at least men in posi
certain h'ighway. He laboured 'at it. He. told us --- or tions of I"esponsibility, upon whose 'shoulders great bur
tried to ten us ...:. how to go; but I declare-;' when he got dens rest, and to whose hands a multitude of duties have 
through I was more in the dark than ever. I said to"· been committed - how often it is diifficult to get" at the 
Brother Wil!Dpt, "That man .reminds me Orf some preach- man himself, to get past those who are appointed . to 
ers." You have heard of the coloured man who, intending relieve him of such matters as may be attended to by 
to' say that ,he would, expound the text, said, '~And now, somebody else. The president usually has a vice-pr~si-

. my breddern, we 'shaH proceed to confound the text." dent, and the manager has an assistant-manager, and 
I have known many preachers who "confound" their text, sometimes a second assistant; and all of them one or 
and 'make confusion worse confound-ed by thei,r discussion ,several secretari-es. In a la.rge outer office is a desk 
of religious matters. with a word above it, "Information." To get through the 
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·himself. ,SO -indeed :has the head of that'strangesysteni 
known as ~Roman Catholicism'done: He dares to speaic of 
himself as God's vice-gere~t~ the vicar Orf O!J.rist, vicari-' 
ously· exercising. divine ·authority.· There never· was a 
greater He ·perpetrated· hy the devil tll'an. that. No priest. 
no_church, no pope, no minister' of any harne, has heen 
authorized to act as the Lord's deputy' through whom; 
without personal contact with the Lord Himself, a man' 
may know what it is to be saved. We must personally 
know the graciousness of the Lord . 

If it does· not consist in i:!ontact with a deputy, neither 
does it consist irJ. -the acceptance 0/ a doctrine. I Have 
known' people who were very or-thodox - do not mis
understand me, 'but' I veriiy believe I have met such 
peoPle who have really: thou!gh tiheyscarcely know it, 
put the Bible in God.'s place. It is possible to 'know the 
doctrine,the 'lettElr, of it, and to profess our gTeat con
have had a heart-experience of thego·spel. You-cannot 
believe the Bible too strongly for my taste); nor can you 
profess it too boldly for ~y enjoyment. Personally,-I 

_ believe it with all my ·heart. I have not the ,shadow of 
a _doubt of the un:ique, d-ivine, inspiration and supreme 
and sovereign authority of the Bi'ble in -its entirety as 
the word of 'God. ITo me it is "the word Orf God, which 
liveth and. abideth for ever". And yet, my dea·r. friends, 
fidence in .the Bible a.s the WO'rd pof God, and yet not to 
tJhere is far more in salvation than merely kno~ing the 
letter of Scripture. . . 

May I gO~ farther than tl;1at rid say that salvation is 
not prima·rily in the acceptance, the 'uuderstand-ing, and 

'outer door, and 'past all these intermediaries to· the person 
with whom you desire to d'eal is sometimes an exceed-

_. recognition! of the pa'rticular quality of Deity. \ fl'o 1r:no'w 
something about God is not salvation. To have a knowl
edge of God aStrevealed in Christ: in theahstract, is not 
salvation. So long- as Jesus Christ is merely :an historic 
p.erson, Who lived, and died, and. rose again, and W:ho 
dwells ·remotely in ·the glory, a Person -o;i Whom the B,ible 
speaks - if that is' all I ~Jiowd may know that and,still' 
n~t be a. Christian. 1. know. that "faith cometh by hear
ing, and' .hearing by the word .of God," ·but let me tell -
you that salvation is not in.your faith .. "What! we can
not be saved without faith, can we?'" No.- But I have 
known people who made a god of their faith, who sub
jected it to an anal~~is,' and boasted of -its quality, say
ing, "I have great faith." Great ;faith never speaks after 
thl\t fashion. Raith never ma'gp.ifies itself: ,ilalways in- I 

duces humility . .You are not saved by you.r faith. 

ingly difficult matter. .' 
In olir system Orf go~ernment the King is represented 

by many deputies, . surrounded by a ·cabinet. everyone 
of whom acts ·in the royal name .. Then' there is all the 
ell!:borate machinery of- justice, 'all car.ried out in the 
name of the King; and in the wide.;flung empire of which 

. he i~ the' heail, there are -multi-plied governmen:ts and 
lieutenant-·governors.· How remote f~om us the King 
h'ims~lf 'seems to ·be! _ Per-haps iI). our littleness, a.nd be, 
cau~e of our disposition to magnify our littleness, and 
.to think we are exalted )by the·m ... ultiplicitr Orf systems and 
deputies" we import into our thinking sbm-e such con
ceptionas that iIi respect to our approach to ·God. 'Dhus 
there are many, supposedly, stand'ing between u.s and the I have 'heard people say, "I have -great faith in prayer." 
Lord, who a,re said to be/authorized to act in. His hehalf. I,have not. I have no faith in prayer at all. I marvel that 

Nothing could" be fa'l'ther from the truth 'than that. a holy God· ever hears tne prayer of a mortal. It is a 
Our gracious God 'has no deputies. "There is one God, mark of the in.finite condescension of 'grace that He ever 
and .ODE! med'iator between God and men. the mari Christ bows down Hi,s ear to hear the cry of the poor and needy. 
Jesus." In'order to be'saved, we'lnast get past alI inter- You do not know how to pray. I do not know 'how to pray. 
mediate ag~nci-es, we m,ust soinehow get to the person -. Nobody. knows 'how to pray. Nobody 'knows what to pray 
of the Lord Himself, and, .as one of our brethren says for, or how to pray as weou!ght. n our salvation de
who comes frequently to prayer-meeting, -know ex:peri- pended 1pon our prayer, (lr upon our faith, we should 
mentally the g.raciousness of the Lord.' -' never .be :saved. Someone says, "That is a st-range thing: 

I wonder if there are some here this evening 'in whose I thought faith was all-important." So it is, but when 
nrinds' that su-btle sug~estion ha's .found· a place, that a it>' is true f!lith it is ~carcely discernihle;- Faith loses 
churoh or-.a priest, or a miiiister :said to be 'in holy; order-s itself in the greatnes's 'of 'its object; .. and when we know, 
and crowned with some special authority - that some GodpersonaIly, we do not talk about ou·r ifa-ith. The same 

. such p~rson or organizatipn may stand between. the so'ul is true of prayer. When we talk much with God, we 
and GOd.; and med·iate Hi-s' grace. It is not true. How som'e talk little about it. I 'am eonstrai~ed to b,l!lieve that when 
.people magnify their office! How objectionable that little :we do really find the secret of prayer, and. learn i!tow to 
brief au'thority 'is 'sometimes! The smaller the man, the abide under the shadow of ·the almighty, 'tnat we shall 

, more' important he is. If the Lord had designated, His talk less about our prayers, than the Person to Whom . 
au_tho.rity to any mortal man, 1iow truly he would: exalf they are addressed. 
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. I have heard men report interviews they have ;had with 
certain ,people. I heard a man once ,boast that 'he had. 
met President Rooseielt - -but he did not tell us a thin,g 
Mr. Roos'evelt said to 'him. But he had met Th~odore 
Roosevelt, and tried to impress everyone with :that fact. 
"I said to Mr-. Roosevelt"! I 'suppose Mr. Roosevelt was 

/ greatly edified·by,what the gentleman had told him! 
There are people who talk like that about God. "I 

pray! I said this, and I said that." I -believe in a man's 
prayer, 'and in the' genuineness of his faith, when he 
evinces a knowledge, of God, when he speaks ()Jf what God 
has sa:id to him, and of what He, has -been, and· now is, 

, to him.' Do not examine your faith. DQ not, subject it 
to analysis, to see whether you have faith or· not. How 
do you kn'ow you have eyesight? Do you' take it out? Ho 
to an oculist, and ask him to examine your eyes, and 
what will he do? He will put something before you and 

mediat~r 'between God and men, ·tile ~an Christ jesus'.' 
That was all. But that' gl"eat fact 'burned its w,ay into 
his souj, until the church, with all its· s.acramentarianism, 
slipped away; and he came to know God in Christ." 
. . There is only one way of knowing God. If you were te 
'read ·all the books in' all the libraries of the wor~d, it 
might not make you wiser concerning Him. "No man hath 
seen God at any time." No one who ever lived on this 
earth was ever of himself quali!fied to teach you and me 
anything about God. I care not' who he is, . eminent 
scientist, philosopher, religious leader, nobody knows 
anything-about it. Only one Man ever saw God; only one 
l\:Ian ever knew:GOd, the man :Christ Jesus; 'but we must 
somehow know Him.' I quote again a verse I often quote, 
a verse that wilr never wea·r out, "God, who commanded 
.'the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in' our 
'hearts, to .give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus:'Christ." We mus~ come into 
personal contact with the Lord, and know experimentally 
o!f the graciousness of the Lord, wh~t ~e is essentially in 
Himself. We must know the. Lord. "This is life eternal, 
that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent." 

. ask you whether you can se.e' -it. He will vary. the size 
of the,objects, and determine the quality of your sight' 
bf the ease with Which y'ou. discern things objective to 
yourself. He may lookat the eye, he may see something 
in the organ itself that may. require treatment, he may 
~elI you-there is a de!fect in the organ itself. Surely you 
do not insist that 'he take your eye out, that you may see 
it under a micros~pe? He "judges the, quality of your II. 
si'ght by the clearness with which you see things'objective HOW, THEN, ARE WE TO' KNOW HIM? In. what, 
to. you·rself. Prayer and faitli will find their place and ,does that 'knowl~ge consist? Here is a strange word, -
their legitimate exercise as we know, however that may thou'gh a very' simple one, a word that everybody here 
be, who and what the Lord is. . - understands. You do not need to go to a dictionary to 

I wonder 'if I may :go, even a. step farther than that and find out what ''it means; '''If so be ye have tasted that the 
say that sa.lvation does not consist in knowing or under- Lord is gl"acious.~' That -is' rather a striking phrase, is 
standing even grace itself in the abstract. It is hy g·race it not? ,Salvation consists in "tasti.ng" the graciousness 
we are. saved, I know. ,But one may ·be very orthodox, and Qf the Lord. What do we mean by taste11.t.is one of the 
glory in the gra~e of God,and yet not ·be saved. Insist five ·senses. I suppose in this 'case it must be designed 
as we may that salvation is o;j 'grace alone, somehow 01' to represent 'something 'analogous to it in our spiritual 
ano.ther we must' know' the Lor~ for ou·rselves. Nobody nature. T·here must he 'a kind of spiritual palate, a 
can know Him for us.. . spiritual capacity for tasting the graciousness -orf the 

·1 hope I shall ~ot off~nd you by· the illustration, but of Lord. It is use.d. in conn~ction wi~h this ve:se, "As n,ew·· 
- all the stupid inventions of man I 'know of little to sur- born babes, deSIre the smcere mIlk of the word, that ye 

-~ . pass in the q~ality of its ·stupidity that which is knQwn may grow thereby." ~ wonder has it. occ~·r.red -to you that 
as a goMather or a godmother.Wher~in the 'world did t?at sens~. of taste .IS one of the fIrst of ~he Sflnses to 
people dream· .. of that? It is in the Book of Common ffnd exe~cIse? A ChIld. may not see, or, seemg".may· see 
P.rayer - and there are many ()ther Smy things in the nothing. The mind is not awakened; it !ioes not,. as the 
Book of ComIil~)1l Pra:y:er among the many good things phrase is, "take notice". A child does not know the 
that are there. "Dost thou in .the name of ihis Child difference between its parents and a stranger .. The doc
renounce.the devil and' all his works, the vain pomp and tor says its e~es ar~ .n:ll Tight, but it cannot ~iscern. ,Its ,. 
glory of the' world, with'all covetous' desires of the same, ~ars' areaIl.rIg'ht: I~ can he!lr, ·but ~ot conscIously. Yet 
and' the carnal desires of the flesh?" "I renounce them It can taste, 'It can ,feel, bfore It cap. thmk. 
aJI." What utter folly! I thirik it was Mr. Spurgeon who It is easy to see that a soul is s:aved 'befO'J:e it can think. 
once said that god!fathers and godmothers might jiIst as W~ cannot too strongly emphasize the fact that salvation, 
well l!romise that. the chHd would, 'grow up with auburn inasmuch as it cOlJ,sists in 'knowing the Lord and His 

" 'hair -and a Roman nose! They are just as well able to graciousness, resides in Him, proceeds from Him and 
effect the one as the other. Nobody can pz:omise for you. to Him, aI).d fl"om its beginnin·g to its end, its-continuance 
Nobody ean believe for you. Nobody has been appointed and eompletion, is aU of the Lord. As a matter of fact, 
as a deputy for God, save only the One WhQ is Himself no one can believe apart from the Spirit-of :God. No one 
God, the one _"Mediato·r 'between Hod and men; the man can taste the 'graciousness ()of the Lord until there is, 'b~ 
Ohrist Jesus". the regenerating power of God, wrought in tlie 'soul that-

I was 'greatly encouraged a few months ago - led to capacity for tasting. . 
praise the:Lord, at lea·st. Someone from out of town said _ Try it on an unconscious -infant. Put something to the 
to me; ."Do· yoti' know that one 6f our :best workers is a :bahy's lips that' is bitter, and see what a face he will 
'lIlan who was converted through a chance remal"k of make. He may even ery, and protest 'against it. He does 
yours ?'; "Tell D!-e about it," I said. "He h'ume of our not know what it is, hut most emphatically he says, fit 

,·_stalwarts. - As a young -man !he was a Roman Catholic, do not like the taste of that." "0 taste and--'see that the 
and at-.the close of a' service .you had conducted you said' Lord is good" - "If so be ye have tasted that the Lord 
something to· him, and, he illswered by telling you he, was is gracious." There is wrought in the soul at birth, as the
a Roman Cathoiic; to which you replied, 'There' is one soul is born again, a capaCity for 8piritual things. I have 
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had hundreds ot people, dur-ing' the course of my min- tell us why they do not take sugar, but it is not always 
istry,say to me virtually the same thing: "I came with a matter of taste! Rather that of diet! Be that as it 

..... tli.e wi!fe. only because ·she wanted me to come to· church. may, there -is a variety of taste for which we .cannot ac-" 
I was not much interested, but little by little I became count. Go to your d9ct'Or and 'say, "Doctor,. it would 

, interested, and began to understand(Then I found spring- simpHfy 'Our domestic affai·rs i·f we all liked the same 
ing up within me a desi·re f'Or these things, and at last tbings to eat. It means getting two dinners .. Will you 
~the truth dawned upon me. Now .... 1 believe." Yes; but do something to change my. tast~?" T,he doctor would 
even betore you believed. you "tasted". You said, "What . say, "I cannot change the nature of your palate. Y,ou ...... 
"is there about that 'story that 'seems to meet the require- will have to do your own tasting." 'There is some relatiOn 
ments of my soul?" It was almost like getting the appe- between the palate, the thin;g.s which are palatable, and 
tizing odor of your dinner when you were hungrY. Even the systems that 'are behind th"e' palate. 'One doctor told 

_ before you ate it y'Ou said, "That 'is savory meat such me the palate is an indication of the things our systems 
'as I love; I :believe I will 'go to dinner." When the gospel ,require .. -I like to think thil,.t 'is 'so when I am 'putting the .
feast is 'spread,' when the' glories of the Lord Jesus are. sugar in my tea! I like to say to myself, Your system 
exhibited to our view, when we hear of the ,fulnes's of needs the sugar! '. . 
grace that is in Him, the poor sinner says, "T.hat is what You cannot . make aptan like spiritual fo'Od if he h'as 

. I have wanted for a long time." He almost smacks lhis no appetite for it. There is no human doctrine or teacher 
lip~ as he says, "That tastes all right.'" ... who can change the spiritual ,palate orf a man, and, make 

I travelled in 'a train 'in Waies a few years ago, and him, ta'ste the graci'Ousness 'Of Hod. H'Ow can ·he get it? 
.. went into the rest~urant-car. A Irian, 'his wif~, and. three "Ye must be horn again." W'hen, by a n"ew birth, you are 

children, came in for dinner. The fa·ther, mother, and a made partakers of the divine i1ature, you acquire a 
daughter sat at one table, and across the aisle two boys. spiritual palate, a spir~tual desire, a desire for spiritual 
I can see_them now, bright boys sparkling with life. One food - then you taste the graciousness of :the LDrd. Some 
'Of them· got the menu, pushe1l his knife and !fork to one Q-f us know that He is .gracious. Some of us have tried 
'Side, placed the 'menu before him and studied' it. Pres- Him these many years, 'and the longer we know Him the 
ently :he said to his brothel', ''Well, Bob,' this is what J more we ~ove Him. We canno;t understand why He should 
call ~ little bit of J all right." When the waiter' came he so gracious, so' infinitely gracious, with such poor 
arQ'und. t'O take his' order, it did not take' him long to' sinners a;s we are; but we are stilI His, and by the goings 
give it: he liad made up his mind. He sa·id instantly, "I of God upon our own 'spirits, and 'Our capacity fDr 
will have ·so-and-so." And r'saw the father and mother . -the 'reception of th'e word of God, ·we know that we are 
look across and' 'smile proqdly on·tholie sons, and have' Ohrist!ans. I 
'always remembered the happy way with which they sat I h~ard a young preacher say a very good thing some 

. down to the meal. "This is a little bit of all riglit"! years ago when we were 'holding a meeting in Ottawa at 
the time of the McMaster con"troversy. He said, "People 
;have said to me, 'I's it not rather presumptuous for you, Sometimes before we have .actually tasted it, when 'the 

gos'pel !Denu is' 'spread before our hungry .. souls, something 
. touches .US, and we look at 'it and say, "That "is a little bit 

of. all ri·ght. That ·is exa~tly what ·this poor sin~ 
needs." Can I·explain ·it to you who are n'ot ChTistians.? 
No. Can you expIain your taste? I cannot. I cannot ex-

'- plain any.body's taste - taste -in matters orf food, .orin 
other matters. Very often when I travel I come to a place 
where the meal is 'served, table d'hote, and am forced to 

~ young man, M little exPerience, to set up your judg- -
ment against 'a learned professor?' It may seem pre
sumptuou's" - then like a grandfather he said "Let me 
talk to you mothers. When it comes feed'ing-ti~e . do not. 
,give the ibaby milk Just mix up something th~t looks 
like milk, something wpite' that cannot 'be discerned from 
the real thing. Put it in the baby's bottle, try it on the 
ibaby - then stand b~ck to see how quickly. that bottlel 

will be thTown on the floor. The baby knows nothing 
about chemi'stry, it ha·s never been in 'a laboratory, it . 
knows nothing aibout the ingred,ients of' milk; hut by a 
natural·taste 'it knows the difference between milk and 
a substitute." ./. .' . 

- say.to the waiter, "I am 'sorry; this'is not my day." 
'''W'hat do you mean?" "There is nothing ibhere '1 can 
eat." "But," he says, "we' have found it 'a very popular 
dinner.". I can only say to myself, there Is no accounting 
for taste. 1 have 'often wondered. why some people like 
some things. i was in the north country, rou~dahout 
Kenora, on one occasion, 'and the pastor took me out to That "is a commonplace, hut I it was a fine answer to the 
show me ·around. As we passed, the home of one of his objection. That is what the Scripture s'ays, "As newborn 
members he said, "We'will run 'in for a aew minutes, and iba'bes, desire the t1'incere milk orf'the word, that ye may 

, 1 will in~roduce you." The lady of the'house very/cordoially grow thereby." If you ask me 'how I know that this is the 
invit~ us to. stay .. fo.r dinner, ·sayi.ng as she' did so, "-I word of God.; I tell you I have' ta'sted it. ~ow do I ~n'Ow 
promIse you, we wIll nO,t serve on'lons." "What do you . by the taste. B~a~se I ha~e been born ag~!n, and- I know 
mean?" I asked. ".only that I happen to know y.01,1 do when I get the SIncere mIlk-of the word ; and I know 
not like onions - we read THE GOSPEL WITNESS." I have when it is not milk. T.hat is the trouble with' many 
always looked upon it - well, as· a SUTe and certain. professing -Christians:, they go to :churches where they 
EWidence of depravity on the -part of the Israelites that are fed on - what is the stuff.anyway? 'Nothing biblical, 
they longed- for the leeks and garlic - the onions of nothing scriptural; ibut some substitute for the "milk of 
EgyPt. . tn..e word.." Pitch the, bottle· on the floor. Thll the 

,... preacher you do not want it. . Demand the si~cere milk 
.~I say again,. there is no accounting for taste. I am of the word, that you may grow thereby - "if so he ye 

constantly told that I should not take sugar in my. tea, have tasted that the Lord is gracious". I,f that is in you. 
and gallantly reply, "J will try - 1 will try - I will try." by the touch of God's Spirit, Y01:1 have been made a new' 
But for the Ii!fe of me I cannoi enj!>y it: Inotice the creat~re ·in Ohrist; you know 'the difference-between the 

. ladies look at me in pity for my weakness. They do not word of God and the word of man. 

, 
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'Then as we grow we s'hall put away these things that 
~have no place in the Christian liofe, we shall put off the 
old man, and put on the 'new, and "grow up into .him in 
all things, whioh is the head, even Christ: from whom 
the whole body fitly joined toge'ther and compacted :by 
that which every joint supplieth, according to the effec
tual working in the mea'sure of every ,part, _making in
cz:ease of the body unto the edifying of it.self in love." 
That 'is :how Christians are maqe. That is ho.w they 'grow. 
That is 'how, at last, they are con, formed in-their maturity 
to the image and likeness of Christ. May we so trust 
Him and rejoice in Him for His name's sake. 

L~t us p~ay: 
We thank Thee, 0 Lord, .that Thou hast wrought in many 

of us that spiritual taste which assures us of a capacity for 
spiritual 'things. We do love Thee~ We give but poor ex
pression often. Children ,of Thine, we have often been 
naughty children. We have often been very foolish children. 
We 'have been unduly fond of our earthly toys._ We have 
rebelled sometimes against the discipline of grace. Yet WE' 
thank Thee that having adopted us into Thy family, Thou 
hast made us Thy children by a new birth; having the life 

-of God in us, we -are nine forevermore. May our medita
tion upon this truth this evening enable us more firmly, with 
a greater composure of spirit, with a deeper peace, to rest 

- in the Lord, and rejoice in Him as our Saviour. 
\-. -

If there should be one who has come in here this evening 
without the assurance of salvation, minister Thy truth, we 
pray Thee, to such an one, opening his or her heart as Thou 
~"'idst that of Lydia, opening the understanding that he or 
she may understand the truth of the gospel. So shall Thy 
name _be glorified through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

i'Gloriou~ thing,s of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city ,of our God; 

He, whose word cannot be-broken 
Formed, thee for his 'own abode; 

, On the rock ()f ~ges founded, 
What can sliake thy 'sure repose'? 

~ith salvation's wall s)lrrounded, ' 
. Thou may"st smile at all thy fo~s." 

-JOHN NEWTON 

MARCH ,...--

MISSIO·NARY RA .... Y 
'MWEN?-Thursday, March 7 

WHERE?-Jarvis Street Baptist Church " 
~" 

GREAT PU'BL!lC MEE11IING AT 8.00 P.M. 

Speaker: Dr. ,H. C. Slade 

At'thls evening rally-Dr. Slade will give 
an Illustrated' account of his recent' 
missionary tour In the West Indies. 

BE SURE TO ATTE.ND! 

CABLE FROM DR. SLADE 
Montego Bay,.Jamaica, 
February 23, 1957. 

MR. TULLOCH'S AND MR. ST,RICKLAND'S CABLES 
RECEIVED 'MONDAY. DELIGHTED TO HEAR 
GOOD NEWS OF. THE WORK. HAD BUSY W.EEK 
PREACHING EVERY NIGHT AND TWICE ON SUN
DAY. BAPTISMAl,. ,SERVICE UNIQUE. THIRTEEN 
BAPTIZED. JkMAicA CONSULTATIVE COMMIT
'TEE OF INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FORMED 
MONDAY. MR. KNIGHT CHAIRMAN, SMITH SEC
RETARY. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
KINGSTON THURSDAY NIGHT. INTEREST HIGH. 
ABOUT SIX HUNDRED PRESENT. VERY PLEAS
ANT HERE. ANTICIPATING FEW DAYS' REST 
AFTER ,STRENUOUS ITINERARY. HAPPY BE' 
HOME· MARCH 3RD. WILL TELL YOUNG PEOPLE 
PRISON EXPERIENCE NEXT SUNDAY MORNING. 
BOTH WELL. CHRISTIAN LOVE' TOMR. F·LETCH
~R, CHYRCH AND SCHOOL. 

SLADE 

,I 
;' . 

THE WEEK-END IN -JARVIS STREET 
The 'guest preacher -in Jarvis Street -Church for the 

,week-end,of February"24th was Rev. George B. Fletcher 
of Virgini~, Lecturer in Toronto Baptist Seminary. The 
students of the Seminary profit greatly from his ex
positions of Scripture" and the Jarvis' Street family wel
comed this opportunity 00 studying the Word of God 
under his direction. 

On Thursday evening he preached a fine sermon on the 
fulness of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, 
'basing 'his message upo.n the truths stated in Ezekiel 47:' 
1-12 and John 7:37-39. 

'The Sunday morning mes'sage was a most helpful ex
pos'ition of the doctrine of g,race, as exhibited. in the 
kindness of David to the lame Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 
9 :7, 8). Mephibos'heth is a picture ()f the sinner - a 
helpless. 'hopeless cripple, suffering from the fall, with 
wrong tpoughts of ,God, dwelling in a desert land. But 
David, the King, 'sought him out, and invited him to eat 
'bread. Although slandered by those about him, Meph-' 
ibosheth willingly bore rep-roach for his master's sake; 
and in due time joyfully welcomed the King on his re
turn. Mr. Fletcher lovingly besought the sinner to enter" 
into t1;le :blessings of grace: "Either, grace will deliver 
you, or justice will overtake you ... Helpless sinner, come 
to the Ohrist of God." A 'boy responded to this invita
tion, desiring to be saved. 

'Dhe evening messa~e was a solemn and powel"'ful ~arn
ing concerning the righteousnes's and the justice of God 

-' 

in d'ealingw'ith 'sin (Jude 1 :4). Reprobate sinners who 
deliberately and p'ersistently remain in theii' sin, reject
ing all God's offers of mercy, will find that' they will be, 
allowed to -'continue, unrestrained, -in their downward 
path. 'The Lord of His ownl sovereign will 'perqIits them -
to go down. to thei·r doom, punished' with everlasting de
struction ,fo.r their sin, to the glory of His justice. But 
the 'grace of <God will rescue those who haye learned ()f. 
'the Fath~r that they are faIleI! creatures and sinners, and 
who have learned also that Christ Jesus is the Saviour of' 
sinners. All such will come to the Lord, and coming, they , 
wiD never be east out • ., 

.F' 

.. 



, ' 

\ 

6 (726) THE 'GOSPEL WIT~ESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE February 28; 1957 

The S-ou-l.-Winn-er' 5' Life' ,and' -Work 
(Part I) 

By Charles H., Spurgeon 

"The fruit of the righteous is a-tree of lif~j and he that winneth souls is:Wise." 
- ' , -Proverbs 11:30. -

-TT ~EEMS to me that there is a higher~~/in loo~ing depended upon' :himself-, and is _d~termin~d,'- that- to' all 
1. at a body of believers than that whicli 'arises froD! men within his reach,shall be ,made known the unsearch-
mereJy regarding them as saved. Not but that there-is able ;riches of Christ. - ' 
a great joy -in salvation, a joy worthy to stir the angeI!c I;f we whom Christ is 'pleased to use, as His seed corn 
!harps. 'Think of the Saviour's a'gony in, the ransom of were_ only ·all ,s-cattered 'and so~ a,s we -oU'ghrto be, and 
everyone of His redeemed, think o!f the wo.rk of the Holy were all to sprout" 'and bring forth 't~e green blade and 
Spi-rit in every renewed hea-rt, -think of the -love of the the corn in the-ear, w,hat ,8 ha.rvest -there' would 'be! 
Father as resting upon every one of the regenerate: I Again would it be .fulfilled, /'There shall 'be an- handful 
could not, if I took up my parable for a month, set forth of -corn ,in the earth upon the top of the mountains" -
all the mass_of joy that is to be seEm in ~ multitud~ of a very bad position. for .it;...,.... "the -fr~it. thereof shall 
,believers i.f we only look ~t what God 'has done for.. them, . shake like Lebanon: and they; '()f the city shall flourish 
and promised to them, and will fulfil in them. But there like grass of the ea.rth." May God 'grant us to feel some 
is yet a-wider field of thought, and my mind 'has be!i!n degree of the Holy Spirit's-· quickening power while we 
traversing "it all this day - tpe thougnt of the Capacities talk together, not so much ~bout what God has done for 
of service contained in a numerous barid of 'belikers, the us as a'bou~ what 'G04 may do by us, an!! how far we may 
possibi-lities of--;"blessjng others which lie within the bos- put ourselves into a right .position to be used by Him!-
oms of 'regenerate persons. We must not think so much There are two things in the text,'and'these a-re found ' 
()f what we 'already are as to forget what the, Lprd may laM out with much distinctness in ;its 'two ,sentences .• The 
accomplish 'by u's for others. Here,are the coals o-f fire, first is, the life of the believer is, or, ottght to be, full of 
but who shall describe the 'Conflagration which they may" soul-blessing: "The fruit~of the righteous is ':a tree of 
cause 11 - life." In the second place, the 'pursuit of the beli~ver 

We ought to regard :the Christian Church, not as a ought always to be soul-winning. The second is much-·the 
_ luxu,rious hostelry where ,Ohristian -gentlemen may each same. as t~e first, only the !first" head sets forth o~r un

one 'dwell at_ his ease in his own inn, but as a barracks in 'ConS'ClOUS m~luence, and the se~ond ,?ur ~~fo~ts ~hICh we 
which soldiers are gathered together to be drilled' and -, put. forth WIth the avowed obJect of wl'Dmng souls for 

, trained for war. We ,should rega-rd the Christian Church, ChrIst. .' _ .. -
not as an association for mutual ~dmiration and comfort, ' Let us 'begm at the begmlpng, because the second can

but as an. army with "ba~ners, marching to the fray, to' ~ot b~, c~rried out without the first: witho?t fulness rA 
achieve victories for 'Christ, to storm the strongholds o;f l~f~ wIthm there cannot be an overflow, of l~fe to ~thers. 
the foe, and, to add province after province to _ the Re- !t 1s of no use f?r. any of. y~u ,to try to ~e soul-wmners 
deemer's kjngdom. We_may view converted persons gath-' I·f ,you are not hearm!I frUIt I~ yo?r own lIves. How ~n 
ered into' chul'9h membership as so ~Jlch wheat' in the yo~ 'serve th~ Lo~d WIth you,r l!ps If ~ou g.o' ?,ot serve H~m 
grana,ry. God be thanked that it is there, and that 80- WIth your bves. Ho! can -you pr~ach_ HIS gospel WIth 
far the.harvest has rewarded the sower' hut far more your ~~D'gues, when With ,hands, feet.and hearts you are 

, soul-inspiring is the view when we regard' those' believers preaching t!te devil's :gospel, ,and settinl!_ tip antich:ist by 
as each one likely to be made a living centre' for the _ your ;~ractIca:l ,un!lOhne!!s'? 'Y~ must first 'have hfe and 
extension of the kin.gdom of Jesus, !for then we see them bear personal ~rult ~o_. the dlvme g!ory, 'and then out of 
sowing the !fertile va:Ileys of Qur land, and promising ere our example wIll .sprmg theconvers~o.n. of oth~rs. !"et -us 
lQ.ng to bring fo;rth some thirty, some forty, some fifty, ~o t? the fo?ntam~ead,. and see how the belIever s o~n 
and some a hundredfold. The capacities of life are enor- hfe IS essentIal t,o hiS bemg u~e-ful to others. 
mous, one becomes a thousand :in a mary:ellously -brief THE LIFE 'OF THE BELJEVER IS FULL OF SOUL-
space. Within a ,short time a few grains ()f wheat would BLE-SSING. _ 
suffice to seed 'the whole world, and a few true saints ,This fact we shall consider..:bY means of a few observa-, 
might suffice for -the conversion of all nations. Only tions growing -out of the text; -and, fir!!t, let_ us remark - ,_ 
take that which comes'- of one year, store "it well, 'sow it that the believer's outward life 'comes as a matter of fruit 
all, again 'store it next year-, and: then sow it all again. and from Mm. This is prominent to notice. "The fruit-'of the 
the multi-plication almost exceeds -the power c;f com- 'rig'hteo1,l~" - that is to say, _:hi.~ life ,- is riot a :thirig, 
putation. Oh, that every Chr.jstian were thus year by fastened upon hIm, but it grows out of him. n is not a 
year the lA;I,rd's seed corn! If all the wheat -in the world garment, which he puts of~ and on, but it i,s inseparable-

" had' perished, except· a single grain, it would not take -from 'himself: The sincere man's religion is the man 
,many years to replenish all 'the earth, and,sow her fields himself,and' not a cloak for.his concealment. True godli
and plains; but 'in- a far -shorter time, in the P9wer of _ ness is the natural outg,rowth ()! a -renewed nature,' not 
the Holy Spi,rit. one Paul or one Peter would have evan~ the forced growth of pious hothou~e excitement. Is it
gelised alI lands. View yourselves as grains of wheat not -natural for a vine-to bear dusters of grapes? natural 
predestined to seed the -world. That' man lives grandly for '8 palm tree to bear dates? Certainly, as natural as 
who is as ~~rnest as if the vel~Y existence of Ohristi.!ni,ty it 'is fo'r the apples of Sod~ll) to be found on the trees ()f 

" 
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, 
Sodom, and .·for noxious plants to produce poisonous ber-' 
rie~. When God-gives a new nature to His people, the· 
life 'which comes out of that new· nature 'springs spon
taneously from it. The man who has a ·religion which is 
not part ann parcel of himself will by-and-by discover 
that it is worse than useless to :him. The man who wears 
his piety like a mask at a carnival, so that, when he ·gets 
home, ·he'changes from a saint to a savage, f.rom an angel 
to a devil, from John 'to Judas, f.rom a bene-factor to a 
bull~ - such a man, I say; knows very well what formal
ism and hypocrisy can do for him, but he has no vestige 
of true religion. Fig trees do not hear figs on certain 
ddys, and .thorns at other times; but' they are true to 
their nature at all.seasons. . '. 

Those ';ho think that 'godliness is a matter bf vestment, . 
and has an intimate relation with blue,and scarlet, and. 
fine linen, are consistent if they keep their ... religion to 
the proper' time .for the wearing of their sacred pom-
posities; but he who has discovered what Christianity is 

knows that it is much more a life than an act, a form, or 
a profession. Much as I love the creed of ·Christendom, 

. I am .ready to say that 'true Christianity is far more a 
life' than a creed. It is a creed, and it has its ceremonies, 
but it is mainly a life; it is a divine spark of ;heav'en's own 
flame which ·falls into the human 'bosom and burns with
in, consuming much that lies ·hidden. -in the soul, and then 
at last, asa heavenly life, flaming forth, ·so as to be seen' 
and felt by those' around. Und'er the in-!iweUing power of 
the\ Holy Spirit, a regenerate person becomes like that 

bus'h in Horeb, which. was all aglow with Deity. The Goe 
withili him makes 'him shine so thai the place around him 
is holy ground, and those who look-at him feel the power 
of his lial10wed life. -

No'te, next, that the f·ruit which comes from a Christian 
is fruit wOf·thy of h.is character: "The fTu'it of the right.: 
eous i·s a tree of li!l:e." Each' tree' bears its own fruit, and 
is known by it .. _ The ri'ghteous man hears -righteous fruit; 
a!ld do not let us be at all d'eceived, hreth·ren, or fall in'to 
any error about this, "'he ,that doeth righteousness is 
righteous," and "he that doeth not righteousness is not 
of God, neither he that 'Iovetp not his brother." We 
are prepared, .I·hope, to die for the doctrine of justifica
tion by faith, and to assert before all adversaries that 
salvation is not orf. works; but we al~o confess that we are 
justified' by a 'faith which 'produces works, and if 'any 
man has a faith which does'not produce -good works, it 
is the faith of devils. Saving faith appropriates the fin
ished work of ·the·LQl'd Jesus, and So saves by ifsel,f alone. 
for we are justified by faith' without works; 'but' the faith 
which is .without works cannot bring salvation 'to any 
man. Weare saved' by faith without works, but not by 
a faith that is without works, for the :real faith that saves 
'the soul works by love and puri,fies the character. If you 
can chea-t across the counter, your hope of ·heaven is a 
cheat, too; though' you can pny as prettily as anybody, 
·and 'practise acts. of outward .piety as well as any other 
'hypocrite, you' are deceived. if you expect 'to be right at 
last. If as a servant you are lazy, lying and loitering, 
or if as a master you are. hard, tyrannical and unchris
tianlike • towa·rds· your men; your. fruit shows that' you 
are a tree of Sata:n':s own orchard, and bear apples which 
will suit his tooth. If you can' practise tricks of trade, 
and ·if you can lie --:-.. ~nd many' do lie every day about 
their neighbour or a'bout their goods! - you may talk 
as you li'keabout being justified· by faith, .but all liars 
will ·have their portion in the lake that burneth with fi·re 
and brimstone, an!! amongst the Mggest . liars -you wiil 

Dear brethren. we· must ta'ke care that our .religion is be, fO,r you are guilty of ,the lie of saying, "I am a Chris-
mOlle ~nd more a mat.ter M ootgtoWth from our' ~uls; tian," 'whereas you are not .. A false profession is one M 
Many professors 'al'ehedged about with, "You must not '~o the worst of lies. since :it brings· the utmo'st dishonour 

this, and you must do that." But.there is adoc'trine, too upon Ghrist and His people.' The fruit of the righteous 
often perverted, which is,' nevertheless, a blessed trut·h. is righteousness: the fig·tree will not bring forth thorns, 
and ought to d,well in vour hearts. "Ye are not unde)' the neither shall we 'gather grapes f~6m thistles. 1'he tree is 

. law, ,but under g.race;;' hence you do not obey the . will of ·k~own. by its fruit, 'andif:we -cannot jud'ge men's h,earts. 
God because you· hope 'to ea'rn heaven tliereby, or dream and must not try to do. so, we can 'judge their lives; and 
of escaping f~om ~ivi~e wrath .by. your own doings. ~ut I pray God' we may all be ready to jud·ge our own lives, 
'?ecause there IS ~ hfe m you.w~lCh seeks after that whIch and see if we are 'bringing . forth righteous fruit, for if 
IS' ~oly> pu:e, rI'gh~ and -true, and ~~nn~t endure that no't. we are not righteous men. . -
WhICh IS eVIl. You are careful to mamtam good works;- . 
not f·rom either legal 'hopes or legal .fears, but because Let it, 'however, never be forgotten that the fruit Cl'f 
there is a holy thing within you, born of God, which the righteous, though. i"t comes from hi~ naturally, for 
seeks, according ·to its, nature, to do that which is pleasing his new-born nature yields the .sweet f·ruit of o·bedience. 
to, God. Look to it more and more that your religion is yet it is always the reS1l.lt of grace, and the gilt of God. 

, real, true. natural, v:ital - not arti!l:icial, constrained, No truth ought to be remembered more than this, "From 
:supel-ficial, a "thmg of times, days', places, 'a fungus pro. . l\:le 'is thy !l:ruit found." We can bring forth no f.ruit 

- duced by excitement, a fermentation generated by meet- except as we ~ide in Christ. The ri'ghteous shall flour
ings and stirred by oratory. We all need a religion"which is'h as a b-ranch, and only as a 'branch. How does a branch 

·can· live eith'er in a wil~.!!rness or in a crowd;' a religion .flouris,h? -By its connection with the stem, and the con
which will Sihow itself in every walk of Ii!l:e, and in every sequent inflowing of the sap ; and so, . though the right
company. Give me -the godliness which i~ 'seen at home eous' man's righteous actions ·a·re his oWil, yet they are 
especially around the fireside. for it is never more beauti- always produced by ~the grace which is imparted to him, 
ful than there; that'is seeJ;l in the battle and tussle roof and he never dares to ta·ke· any credit for 'them, but 'he 
ordinary business among scoffers and gainsayers as well sings, "Ndt unto us, 0 LoTd, not unto u~, but unto Thy 
as among Ohrifftian men. Show .me the faith. which .can 'name give' p'rais~." If he fails, he ·blames 'himself; ·if he 
defy the lynx eyes of the world. and walk fearlessly where: succeeds, 'he glori!l:ies God. Imitate this example. Lay 
aU scowl, with 'the fierce eyes of hate, as well as where every fault,. every weakness, every infirmity .. at your own 
there are observers to sympathise,. and friends' to judge door: and if you fall in any respect short of perfection -
leniently. May you be filled with the life of the Spirit, and I am "sl1re you do - take all that to yourself, and do' 

and your whole conduct and, ~onversation b'e the natural not excuse yourself; but if there be any virtue, any 
'and blesse4 outgrowth of that Spirit's indwelling! praise, any' true desi.re, any real \p-rayert anything that 
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is good, ascribe i·t all to the :Spirit or,' God. Remember, \ ever ready to do. ~esus alop.e. i'!..the !!-,ree of Life, but He 
the righteous man ,"ould n(!t be righteous unless God :makes some of .HIS ~e.rvants to be ~nstrumentB:lly to us 
had ·made :him righteous,' and the fruit of righteousness "little trees of hfe, by who~ He gIveS u's 'fruI~ of the 
would never come from him- unless the divine sap within "same sort that He bears HImself, for He puts. It th~re, 

· him had. produced that accept-able fruit. 'To God alone be and ·it is Himse~f in His saints causIng them to brmg 
all honour and glory. forth golden apples, with Which our souls are gladdened. 
- May we everyone of us be made like our 'Lord, and may 

The ~ain lesson of the passage is that this, outburst of . His !fruit be found upon our boughs.!' 
life from the Christian, this consequence of liie within We have put into the tomb'many of the saints who have 
him, this fruit of his soul, :becomes· a blessing to others. fallen asleep, 'and among them there wereSOjIle of whom 
Like a tree, it yields shaqe and sustenance to all around. I W'm not at this moment speak particularly" whQ.se lives 
It is a tree of life, an exp.ressionwhieh I cannot fully as I look :back upon them are still a tree of life to me. 
work out as I would wish, ~or there is a world' ~f in- I pray God .that I may be like them. Many of you knew 
struction compressed into the illustration. Tpat WhICh to them, and if you will only recall their holy, devoted. lives, 

· the ·believer ··himself is frui't· becomes to others a tree: it the influence they have left behind will still be a tree ()f 
is a singular metaphor, bu~ ·by no means a lami! one. From 4 life to you. They being dead ,yet speak; hear ye their 
the child of God there 'falls the fruit of 'itoly.living, even eloquent ~hortations'! ,Even in thei.r ashes live' their.' 
'as atl ac6rn drops from the oak; this holy -living becomes wonted! fires; kind'le your souls a't their warmth. Their 
lnfluential and produces· the best resqIts in ot~ers, even noble examples 'are the ~ndowments of the e'hurch; her 
as the acorn becomes 'itsel,f 'an oak and lend·s its shade to ·child·ren are ennobled and enriched as they .remember 
the birds of the air. The Chris'tian's 'hoIinessbecomes their walk ~f faith and· la:bour of love. Beloved, may we 

, a t}:ee of life. I suppose it, means· a living tree, a tree every one of us 'be true benedictions to the churches in 
calculated' to -give/life and sustainfit in others: A fruit whose ga-rd'ens we are planted! "Oh!" says one, "I 'am 
becomes a tree! A tree of life! Wonderful result. th is! alraid I am not ,much -like 'a tree, fo.r I feel so weak and' 
Christ in the Christian produces a charac'ter which be- insi'gnifi.cant." If you. have faith as a \grain of mu§tard 
comes a tree of Ii·fe. The outward character is the fru~t seed" you have the commencement of 'the' tree beneath 
of tlcie inner life; this outer life itself grows from a frUIt whose branches the birds of the air will yet find- a }odg
into a tree, 'andi as a tree it bears fruit in others to the ing. The very birds that would have eaten the tiny.seed . 
praise and glory of God. Dea·r brdth~rs and sisters, I come and find lodgment in the tree which grows out of 
know som.e o!f God's saints who -live very near to Him, -it; and people who despise and mock at you, now that 

· and they are evidently a tree of life, for their very , you al'e a young beginner, will one ()f these days, 'if GOE 
·shadow is· comfortin...a:, c90ling,. and refreshing to many 'blesses you, be glad- 'to .·borrow comfort from your ex-

-wea·ry souls. I have known the young, the t!,ied, 'the down- ample and experience. . 
cast, go to them, sit 'beneath theIr shade, and pdur out the But one other thought on this poi,nt. Remember tht 
tale of their troubles, and they have felt it a rich blessing the completeness and development of the holy life wiU 
fo receive their sympathy, to 'be told of the faith.fulness be seen above. There is a 'city of which it. is written, "In' 
of the Lord; and- to be guided in the way .of wisdom. the midst of the street of it, and on either .side of' the 
There are a few good men in this. world whom to know ,river, was there' the tree of Hie." The tree of Hfe is a 
is to b~ rich. 'Such mena·re libraries, of gospe! 'truth; 'heavenly plant, and so the fruit of the Christian is a 
but they are better· than books,r for the' 'truth m them thing, of 'heaven; thoug.h not transplan'ted- to the glory 
is written ·on living pages. Their 'character i·s ,a true an~ land, it'is gettin-g fit for its· final abode. What is hoH
living'tree; it is' not a mere post of the '!lead 'wood cYf ness 'hut heaven on earth? What is living unto God. but 
doctrine, bearing an inscription, and; rotting while it the essence of heaven? Wh'at are uprightness, integrity, 
does so, but itis a vital, organized, frui~p.roducing thin-g, Christ-likeness? Have not these even more to do with' 
a plant of the IJord's right-hand planting. l,1eaven tlian harps and palms·and streets of pu.rest g~ld? 

Not only' do sq:m" saints 'give comfort~ to others ibut 
they also yield them spiritual nourishment. Well-trained 

.. ' 'Christians become nursing fathers 'and nursing mothers, 
strengthening the weak; and binding up the wounds of 

. the .broken-hearted.. ,So, too, the strong, bold', j:eneJ;'ous 
· deeds of large-hearted \ Christians are of ·great se·rvice. to 
.their fellow-'Christians, and tend to. raise them -to a 
higher level. You feel re-fre,shed 'by observing how they 
act; thei-r patience in suffering, their courage in danger, 
their holy faith in God, their ·happy faces undi!r trial, -
all these nerve you for your own conflicts. In a' thousand 
ways, the sanctified beljever'·s example acts in 'a healing 
·and. comfortin'g way to his brethren, and assists· in rais
"in-g them Rbove anxiety and unbi!lief. Even as the leaves 
()f the tree of life are for the healing of the nations, so 
the wor4s and deeds of saints are medicine for a thousand 
maladies. , 

And . then what fruit, sweet to the .taste of the godly, 
instructed 'believers bear! We call never trust in men as 
we trust in the Lord,but the Lord can cause the mem
bers to ibless us in th"eir measure, even as their Head 'is 

HoHnes~, purity, IQveliness o!f e'haracter, - these ma·ke, 
a heaven within'a man's own bosom; and even if there.· 
were no place called ·heaven, that hea·rt would 'have 'a heav
en-ly happiness which is set free from sin and made like 
the Lord Jesus'. See, then, dear :brethren, what an im
portant thing i't is for us to be indeed 'righteous before 
God, for then the outcome ()f that rig:hteousness' ,shall be 
fruit which will be a tree of liie to others, and a tree of 
life in heaven above, world wi·thout end. 0 blessed Spirit, 
make "it so, and Thou shalt have all ·the praise! 

. \ ." I 

"W'ho~oever will come after me, let him .deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me."-,-Mark 7:34. 
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(Report 'of .sermon preac.hed o~ Sunday morning, 13th becember, 1953, 'in Westminster Chapel, London) 

Ps·alm lxxiii, 25 and,26 .. - . 

HERE in these words the Psalmist describes yet a . \ Having seen all that he now comes to this next ·step, 
further step in the proces·s of his recov.ery from the this further ·statement. This', beyond any question, is the 

spiritual sickness from which he had been ·sufdering. We final position; the topmost" level of all. Having seen all 
have followed· him a's he goes from step to' step and stage that he !has . Ej.een there is only ,one thing 'left and it 'j!! 

to stage. He tells us that he was' in 'a position in which quite inevitable. Here 'it is: there is nothing l~e~t in 
his feet-were almost gone, his ·steps had, wellnigh slipped. view of all this but just to give himself to worshIp and 
a.e was on the verge of falling in a most terrible manner adoration of God.. 'That is what he expresses. in these two 
and: of uttering things about ·God and His goodness and verses: "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and therEl 
love Which no man s'hould ever utter. 'But he had been is none upon earth that I desixe 'beside Thee. My ·flesh 
saved. from that. He had 'been a'rrested, he had been hi!ld, and 'Illy heart fflileth: but God is the strength of my . 
'andl looking above and over it all, he .found it was God. . heart and my por-tion for ever." " 
Who .had. held h'im. He did, not realise that at the time. I s'ay- thatth:is is the next inevit8lble 'step, and I am very 
He thought it :was just that he ,could not allow himself concerned about that point and want to emphasize i~. 
to offend the generation 0' God's p~ople. However, that Has there 'been anything more interesting as we have fol
held 'him; 'but still he was not happy, and he did not lowed this man in his s'pi'ritual pilgrimage than to notice 
·begin to ,understan!i the :pos,ition until he went "into the the connection ,between every step and statement? I ~m 

" sanctuary of 9od". It was there he was given to see suggesting that here we have ~hat we may well descrI,):>e 
clearly the truth about that problem which.had been per- as the normal spiritual experience. We 'have been indi
plexing him - why is it that the ungodly seem so often cating as we 'have gone along that if we stopped at any 
to be having a good and remarkable time in this world, one of these positions there 'is something wrong with us 
~hereas 'God's people seem so frequently to be suffering in a spiritual sense. To' realise "the truth at anyone of 
-and having di!fficuJ.~ies and trials? T:here he saw it; God these points inevitably leads to the next point and it 'is 
revealed; it to him. \ He saw the truth abo!lt'"'the ungodly, 'always a step ·higher. From the proCes's of sinking lower 
h~ saw ·the truth about God, he saw the truth .about him- and lower he h-ad·"·held himself 'by that .first stand, and 
self. Then, of course, having experienced all that, he looks from that very moment he began to go up from step ~o 
at himself and he condemns· himself. He repents in sack-step and rung to rung. In each case 'he did ,it quite in
cloth and: ashes; there is nothing' too' strong for him evitably, because if you understand anyone of these 
to ·say. aga'inst himself. He sums it all up 'in this word: situations it must lead you on to the next. And so, I say, 
"I was asa 'beast 'before Thee, so stupid, so ignorant". tha:t this man having realised all these things about God 
He thus ,honestly faces 'himself at his worst, and admits B.nd' 'God's g,racious dealing with him and the marvellous 

J 

flhat there 'is nothing to 'be sald .for him .. He would have doctrine of 'grace in its various manifestations, he just / 
banisHed. himself, if he 'had had the power, out of the . almost . involuntarily and quite inevitably found himself 
sight 'Of God. But thank 'God he did not, have that power wGrshippingGod and adoring Him at Hi~ wonderful 
-no man has that power~and he went on to make a T:hrone of grace. This, I say, is the end of the process, 
marvellous dis·covery in 'Spite tf all that\had 'been true 'of and it is the uttermost and topmost level at which we 
him. "Nevertheless" he was continually 'in the presence can ever 81rrive. Indeed, in these two verses we have the \ 
of God. God 'had not left ,him, ~God had never left him. GOAL OF .sALVATION. 'Dhis is· what it is all ab~ut, .. 
. T:hat is the hum:l'>ling thing in a way, that· even .when what it is all fGr, and this man had arrived at it. 
we wander .from Him, Go'd· is still in a sense holding our '. May I say something here 'in parenthesis. One often 
right hand. He may let us go so far but never fur-ther finds a tendency amongst Christian people to depreciate ' 
t1,tal). the reach of His love. He pulled l!.im back"He held fihe 9'ld ·Testament. It is not that- they do not ·believe in 
him and He restored 'him. It was God Who was working it as the Word 'of God. They do, but there is a tendency 
the whole time. He took him into the House of God to on their part to con'tra'st themselves with the saints of 
have this understanding, 'and there revealeO everything. the Old Testament. It is the tendency to say: "We are in 
to 'him. And so," thus understandin.g his past and his Christ, we .have received· the Holy Spirit, the Old Testa
experience, 'he looks 'to \the future -t as we saw last time. ment saints did not know of this and they are therefore 
He candace it now with'real confidence. He s'ays: "Thou in·ferior to us". Well, if you are-tempted to think like 
"hast holden me by my right hand; Thou shalt guide me :that I have~one simP.Ie ~uestion to put to you, and it is 
'with 'Thy colinseland afterwards receive' me to glory". this: Can you 'honestly use the Iangu-~ge that :this man 
He is convinced that it is GGd Who has done all this for uses in these two verses? Have you' 'arrived at a k~owl
him,and. He is going on.. He cannot let him 'go and He edge of ,God and an experienye of God such as this man 
will never let him go. God Who has 'begun. the good work :haf;J? Can you say quite 'honestly: '~Whom have I in 
will cQlIlplete and perofo.rm it until the day of Jesus Chris·!: ~heaven hut T·hee?" and there is none upon earth that) 
So he has arrived 'at this wonderful position in which he desire beside'Thee". How .prejudiced we are. These Old 
:sees clearly God'·s dealings with him and God's purpose Testament saints were child_ren of God as you and I are; 
with respect to him. indeed if you read these PsalJI?s quite nones"tly you will 
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at times feel rather ashamed of yourself and occasionally 
begin to wonder whether they had gone fu'rthel' than you -
b.'ave ,ever ,gone. 'They ~ere children of God even as we 
are. Let us be ,careful lest we press, dispensational truth 
too far and'make distinctions which end hy being thor~ 
oughly un~criptu'l'al. ' . ' . 

This man is able to speaK"like this a:bout his relation
ship to God, and I do not hesitate to av:er that the whole 
business of the New Testamerit- ,Gospel and its salvation-

, is simply to bring us to this. TJ!.is is the test of Chris
tian profession, this i's the whole purpos'e of the Incarna
tion and'the entire work of our Blessed. Lord 'and ~avioul'. 
It is to enable us to spea'k like this, to use this Old Testa
ment language. Therefore I would ask again my ques
tion: Can we spea'k like this'? Is' 'this our experience? Do 
we know God' as this man knew Him? Whatever els!! we 
may have,' whatever ,else we may be able to say, I sa~ yve 
must never he satisfied until we e:an come to this. This ..... 
is the goal, -this is the objective. To 'be 'satisfied at any 
point or any stage, however good, short ()f this is in a 
sense to de,ny :the Gospel itself, tor the, great and grand 
end and object of the whole Gospel is to bring us, as I 
am 'going to ~how you, to this particular position .. 

;--, 
I. 

Let us then face this great statement: "Whom have I 

to the ,point where you can say: "Well, I know this much 
at 'any rate,that there i's ~othing else that can satisfy 
me; I have tried them, I have experimented with them. 
I have' played with 'them and I have come to this conclu
sion, that, apat:t from God, as Oth~ll'o says, 'chaos is come 
'a'gain' ." 

_ This 'is a very important aspect of experience, and a 
very vital one. Anyone who, has :been a backsli-der knQws ' 
exactly what 1 am saying. it is one of the ways of prov
ing what I was saying last week about the backslider, 

_ The,:backslider is a man who, ,because of 'his relations'hip 
to God, can' never really enjoy anything else. He may try, 
-but he is miserable while it lasts. He has seen through 
"it. This, "nierefore, is something ,by which we must 
always test ,ourselves. In this remarkable way 'and in this 
confession we 'have 'a very s~riking test ()of ou,r Christian 
faibh and: helief. That is often, I say, tlie first step. 
Suddenly you find that_ everything else has become dif, 
ferent - "old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are ,become new". They do not seem :to pos'sess the charm 
and value they seemed to have. 'We-, just discover that 
-when- we a,re not in the right relationsMp to God the very 
foundation~ seem ton'ave gone. W!c may tr~vel to the ends 
orf the earth and try to ,find satisfaction 'without -God. 
But the~e is none, That is the first step. 

- " in heaven hut l'hee? and there is 'none upon earth 'that I II. 

'" 
...... 

.' 

desi,re-;bes-id~ Thee. My fles>h and my heart faileth: b,ut But obviously we do not stop there, ' This statement is 
God is the strength -of my heart, 'and my portion for ever." .. 
What does he mean? What is he s'aying? We can look at also a very positive one. Let me emphasize this, and 

? this magnificent, mighty, glorious statement in two main let me do so by; subdividing this man!s positive assertion, 
ways. or, i.f you like, from two stand,points. I am sure the Positively, I think h'e is saying in the first place that he -

now desires 'God Himself, not only what God give~ oi' 
first thing in his mind was a negative and that he was what He does. Now that is a very important. statement 
making a negative state'ment. He is saying that ,he -has for this, ,reason; that the whole essence of this man's 
'found as the ,result of his experience that there is nobody 
else anywhere who can help him, that there is no othm' problem, in a'sense, had been just 'this, that he had been 
Saviour anYwhere else. He is asking, again, an urgent putting what God ,gives in the place of 'God Himself. That' 
question: Who is th'ere who cim heip me in heaven 01' was his prO'blem concerning the ungodly. They were 
earth but Thee? There is nobody else. When things have having a good time, so whY. was he having such a bad 

,. gone wrong. when 'r am really at the end -of my tether, time? Why 'had ,he been plagued all the day long, why 
had' ,he seemed to have cleansed his heart in vain and 

when I do-not know'where to !go or where to -turn I have to have washed-his 'hands in_innocency? W,hat' was his 
found that there is nobody apart from l'hee.' When he trou,ble as he thought those thoughts? It was that he was 
neeos comfort and solace and 'strength and assurance and 
something t~ hold, on to, he has found tha't,there is noth-' more interested' in ,the things that God gives than 'in 
ing, nowh'ere, there is no one apart from God. Now his God Himself, and because he did not seem to be having 
negative is important .for us, "important for us all, Indeed the things he wanted he 'began to doU'bt God's love. But' 
I thank God for the, negative because I find it very com- now he has come to the place 'in -which he can say 'quite 
forting. For I "ima'gine that what this man is saying honestly that he desires God Himself as God and 'not what 
can be put in 'this form, th-at whatever his imperfections. God .gives ~s, and what God'does:. ' _ 
whatever his failure, he was at any rate able to say -this, Let me put this very strongly. The ultimate test <l'f 
that when he was away, from God 'and .disa'PPointingGod, the Chris dan' is that he can truly say that he desires 
and more or less turning his back upo~ God, he could ,God ,even mo-re than ,he desires forgiveness. We all desire ,. 
find no satisfaction. Th~re was an emptiness a:bout it )orgiveness. and it is right to desire forgivenes's. Yes, 
all; it could not satig.fy 'him, it could, not bless him, it but :that is a 'very low state of Christian experience. {fhe... ' / 
-could not strengthen him. This Ulan ':'affirms that in height of Christi-an experi,ence is 'when a man says: "Yes, 
hi~ experience when he -was wrong with -God he was but beyond forg~veness what I desire is God, God Him" 
wrong everywhere. At any ,rate he could' s'ay this, that self". We" otten desire power, and ability, ,and various 
if he was not able to make any positive statement about other gifts. It is ,right "in a .sense to desire them: but if 
God, he ,could say there was nothing or anyhody or any-' we- ever put those things before ,God again- we are pro-

. tting else! Now that is a'::very comforting thought.- Are claiming that we are very 'Poor Christians. The Ohristian, 
we a.ble to use 'the negative, ,I wonder? If we are afra'i.d 'desires -blessings of various types and prays to God fOl' 
of the positive test how do we stand with this negative them/but in doing so we may sometimes in a sense be 

'. test? Can you say that you 'hav.!! ~een' ~hrough everything insulting God because' we 'are telling Him that we a,re 
jn this life and world? Have you yet come tQ see. that not interested in Him but in the fact that He. is 'able to 
everything 'that,tlie world of{fers is a broken cistern? give us these ,blessihgs. We 'desire the blessings and we 

,Have you really Qeen_ enabled to see through t~e world 'd.o not stop to enjoy the blessed Person Himself: 'This 
and its way and all its suppo~ed glory? Have you"come man had been through all that, and now 'he- 'has come . -, ,.,. 
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~o see that the greatest, of all blessings ,is just to know Thou shalt lo.ve thy neighbour as thysel.!". The first 
God and to be in the'presence of God. . thing, ilie most impGrtant thing in life, is that we so 
. The Bible is full 0If that kind of thing. Take that forty-':" know GOd. t~at w~ love _Hi~ with the whole' of ourbei~rg. 
second Psalm. ,There it is again in'the..;first two verses ~ To, be satxsfle~ WIth ~nythmg short of that or anythmg 
-"As the hart panteth after the water:brooks; so panteth ~ess than that IS to misunde:s~and the ,":hole e!ld and ob 
my soul after thee, .0 God". There it is perfectly. That -J~ct an~ purpose of the ChrIstIan salv~tIon. Do not st~p 
man is crying out for this direct kno.wledge of -God,. this at forgIveness. ,Do no~stop ,at experience~. T~e end tIS 
immediate experience of, God.' His soul "panteth", he is to know God and n~thmg les/!. Thl~ PsalmIst IS able 0 

"thirsting" for. Him, 'the living God. Not God as' an idea, sa! that he n~w deSIres -God for HIS ~1Nll, sake, 'God for 
not God 'as a sou'rce and' aou~t of, blessin'g, but the living HImself, all.d not merely ;for what God gIves' and does . 

. "Person Himself. Do we know this? Db we hunger for .No.w let me punt in a second way. THis' man not 01:11y 
'Him and thirst for Him, are o.ur souls panting after Him? desires -God Himself, he desires' nothing but God. He is 
This is a very prOfound matter, and the terrible thing exclusive in his "desire. He subMvides.J1;hat, He says first 
is that it is possible to ;to through life ,praying day 'by that he des'ires nothing in heaven but God. What a state
day and yet never realising that the 'supreme thing is to ment. '''mom have I in heaven but Thee? May I ask 
come face to face with God, to worship Him in the Spirit another question - and I think 'it is-these ~iII.:lple ques
and in a spiritual manner. Do you 'know that you are tions that 'really tell us-the whole truth about ourselves. 
doing business and having dealing directly with the liv- What are you looking for aM hoping for in heaven? Let 
ing 'God? Have we kno.wn His presence? Is He real to' me ask a4 question' that perhaps should' come before that 
you? Or let, me 'put it on a lower level ... Are we longing Do you ever .look forwa'l"d to being in heaven? That io:! 
for that, are we seeking that, a'r.e we without satisfaction not ibeing morbid. I like the way in which l\latthew Henry 
until we have that? Is that the greatest desire 'of our puts it: "Weare never told in the Scriptures that we
hearts and our .highest ambition beyond all othe'r ibless- should look forward to death, but we are told very fre
ings and experiences .....:. just to 'know that we are there 'quently that we should look ,forwa'rd to heaven." The man 
befo.re Him and that we' know Him an~ ate enjoying who looks fGrward to death' simply, wants to get out of 
Him?' That was what the Psalmist ',desires in the fGrty- life because of his troubles. That is not Christian, tha1 
second Psalm, 'that is what this Psalmist of ours in this is pagan. 'The Christian 'has 'a positive desire for heav.en 
seventy-third Psalm was actually ,enjoying, The apos'tle and therefore I ask:. Do we loo~ forward to being in 
Paul 'says exactly the same thing. He puts it in his, own heaven? But, in addition, what do we look forward to 
language in'the tenth verse of the third' chapter of his when we get to heaven?' What is it we-are desiring? Is 
letter Ito the Philippians. I,f you ask -me, says P'aul, what it t.qe rest of heaven? Is it to be aree f,rom trouble and 
my greatest desire is, it is this: "That I may know H,im". trihulations? Is it the peace' of~heaven? is it the joy of 
You notice his' supreme ambition. Let me not be mis- heaven? All those things 'are to be found tp,ere, thank 
understood .. as I put it pla:iJ;lly. His supreme 'am:bition wa!' God, but that is, not the thing to look forward to' in l;teav 
not ,even to. be a grea:t soul winner. 'rhat was an ambi- en. It is still the same 'thing it" is the face orf God -
tion of ~is, and, a ,right one. It was not to :be a great "Blessed are the pure in heart for Jhey shall 'see God". 
:preacher. No, beyond it all, including it all: "That I _ The Vision Splendid, the Summum Bonum, standing in 
'might know Him." Because, as .the ~Apostle reminds us the very presence of' God:-"To gaze and 'gaze on Thee." 
elsewhere, if you put the other things first you may find Do we long for that? Is that heaven to us? Is that the 
yourself, in a sense, as 'a preacher becoming even a cast- thing we see above everything else? It is the thing to 
away. But when we put Paul's desii'e at the centre there. covet and' to long fGr. 
is no danger. Paul had it - :the face of the living Christ; The Apostle Paul. puts ~t in his own language. What is 
the risen LGrd - and yet you see .that what he hungers to die? It is "to be with Christ," There is no need to 
for and pan.ts a.fter is this further, deeper, more intimat~ ad'q a,nything to that. That is why, L::believe, we are told 
knowledge of Him, a personal 'Knowledge, a personal rev- so little in a detailed sense' about :the life in 'heaven and 
elation of the living Lor;i in a spiritual sense. in glory. People often ask the question: "Why are we 
, There is nothing higher than this~ Look at the aged no.t told more 1I:OOut it?" I think there are two answers to 

John writing his farewell letter to Christians. This is ,that. one is that ,because of our sinful state' any de
what he tell.s them in the first cha:pter of his first Epistle scription we might he given would be misunderstood' hy 
He s'ays my great desire is:' "That your joy may be full". us. It is 'so glorious that we can neither understand nor 
How is it to be .full? "That you may have fello.wship with grasp it. The second reason is more important, it is that 
us"; tha,t you may share with us as partners the blessed it is often idle ctiriosity that desires to know more. I will 
expe'rience we have -got. And' what is that? Well: "Our, ,tell you what heaven is. It is "to. be with Christ" and 
fellowship is with . the Father, and with His' Son Jesus i.f that does not satisfy you, well, then you do not know 
Christ".. They 'have that fellowship. It does no't just Christ at all. What is heaven to me? "Whom have I in 
mean tba,t you a're engaged in God's work. It mea'ns that. heaven but Thee,'; s'ays this man, I do not want anything 

\........ . of course, but that is the lowest level., The highest level ,else. Where Thou a'rt is 'heaven. Just to look at Thee . 
. is really to know·, God: Himself. "This is life eternal that "To .be with Christ," it is a~l, it is everything, it is 

they might kno.w Thee, the only true God and Jesus Chrif't enough, it is more than enough. "Whom have I in heaven 
Whom Thou 'hast sent". Indeed we have-the authority: of hut Thee?" How mu'ch do we know of this experience? 
our Lord Himself, not only in the statement I have just' We have had,certain experiences and blessings, there are 
quoted' but in another statement. When a man' asked certain things, we know already; 'but this is the test: Do 
Him which .was the 'greatest commandment of al1 He you know Him, do YGU long for Him? .Just to be "ith 
said: "Thou -shalt love thy Lo'rd, thy -God witn all thy Him, to 'be conversing with Him. Do you pant after Him. 
heart, and with all thy soul, aJi,d with all thy strength, .Moe you tpi-rsting 'afte-r the living -God and for this inti
and with all thy mind ... And the second is like unto it macy with the Lord Jesus Christ? 'l'hat is the real 
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Christian experience. How much ,time do we 'spend with 
Him, praying to Him? "Whom have I':in 'heaven but 
Thee?'" .-

In the same way, he goes on to say: There is none 
upon earth_that I desire -beside Thee". Again let us 

;ou' need nothing beyond it? Goa satisfies the man com
pl~tely, the 'heart" the affectio.n. also. He fills everything: 

"Ransomed, healed, T.estored, forgiven, 
'Who like thee His praise should sing" 

notice why the Psalmist says this. He says it because God. il;! all and in all. He is everything, my portion, my· 
that was, as I have aI.ready indicated, the very essence complete s·atisfaction. I desire nothing else, ~ want noth-
of 'his previous trou·ble. It was because 'he was ...... desiring ing 'in addition. Read the Psalms and· you will find that 
certain other things that he had been in trouble .. He says:, theme everywhere. Read Psalm 103 and you wiII find 
Look at tMse o·thers; there are no bands in. their death that that is exactly what the Psalmist is saying. there - . 
And he wanled: those things: but he no longer wants God healing his' dise.aselL and sicknesses, casting his sins 
them. He has se~en through all that. No, no, "there is none behind: Him, giving 'him stren·gth and power, everythillg 
upon earth that I desire 'beside Thee" - God alon.e in There is nothing men can need or deSire but that God 
heaven, 'God alone on' earth. 'The S-cripture, again, is will give it. He is fully s'ati~fied by this 'blessed glorious 
full of this. IAsten to the Lord Jesus Ghrist . putting it • God. ./' . ' 
in His way in the Gos·pel 'according to St. LU'ke, cha'pter That :brings us to the 'last point, which is that the 
14, verse 26:- ' Psalmist rests confidently in God. He d'esires God for 
.. "If any mim come tq Me, and hate.not his-lather _ -h~mself, for ~is own ,.sake ra~her tha:n' ~or wh~~t He _ 

aI\d mother, and wife,_and.child.ren, and, brother, and. glV~S" I!e d~slres nothl~g but God. He fmd~ co~plet( 
sisters, yea, and: his own life also h'e cannot be my .. satIsfacb~n In God,. an.d· he rests and reposes .confl~ently 
disciple" , . In God. LIsten to hIm.: "My ,fles·h and my heart fadeth; 

. but God is tJ"!e strength of my heart and my portion for 
Do not' worry about that word "'hat~"; it i& simply (·ver". T>here are those who say that he is referring here 
strong word which is meant to say this, that any man to .something he felt at the time as well as looking into 
who puts anybody or anything in his life before Christ . the future. Probibly they lire right, because you can
is not a true disciple ·of Hi'S. To ibe a true disciple of not pass through a s'piritual experience such asth:is man I 

Christ means that He comes first on \earth before passed through without your physical body suffering.:. 
'everybody, and before everything.; Ch.rist at the centre, '1 believe this man's nerves were in a bad state, his physi
Ghrist the Lord of my life, Christ 'on the tihrone of my cal. 'heaTt may have been misbehaving itself. "My flesh 
being; that I love Him first before everyone and ~very-' and my heart 'faiIeth." He may have been in a ~bad state 
thing. "None other that I desire beside Thee"" Does He 'physically, Hut in any ca,se, looking to the future he 

. come first'in our lives? Even before 'our loved ones and knows there is· a day com'ing when his flesh and his 
our nearest and our dearest? Even befor.e my .work, be- heart wiII fail. ire will become a'n old man, his faculties 
,fore my success, before my business, before anything will fail, his s~ren'gth will falter, he will not be alb Ie to 
else while we are her.e/ih this world and on earth? He' feed himself, he will be lying helpless in bed, everything 
should be ou·r supreme desire. "'fo me to iive" i!!l. what? . will 'seem to 'be slippifIg away. !'It is all right," says this 
"Is· Chfi.gt~' says St. Paul. Christ Himself, to be walking' m&1. 'This 'is what is' going to happen, hut God" -the same 
through this world wi,th Him, to be ,having fellowship God, is th'e s'trength of my hfilart.". " 

-with Him in this life. That is-the test,' and, it was he- It is generally agreed that the word which :he used 
'Cause 'he had come to that that the Apostle ~aul is able which is translated "strength" is the word "r,ock". "But 
to say the remarkable, amazing :thing which he says in GOD is THE ROCK of my 'heart and my portion for 
the foumh chapter of the -Epistle to the Ph.ilippians, ever." I 'mtner like that because it conjures up an, image 
verses 11-13. He tells us there :that he has learned: "In in our minds. "0, yes.," says this ~an, "I know that 
whatsoev~r state I am therewith to he content". W:hy? I am in such a position that I-can rest quietly and con
Other things no ilfnger control him. It is. Christ, 'it is fidently in Him. I know. that I can even stiy this, thaf
Christ alone he wants. If I have Ghrist, he says, I' have though a day may come when -I shall feel th,e fO)lndations 
all and ~'I can do all things throug.h Christ Which of life shaking -beneath .me, God will be' a rock ·that wiJI 
strengtheneth me". You a:re independent of circum- hold me. He cannot be moved, -He cannot be shaken, He 
stances and· surround-ings when living on Him and for is the Rock of Alges, and whe~ver I am, and whatever is 
Him, 'and other thin'gs pale into ins'igilificance. Do we happening, and however my physiCal frame 'is behaving, 
desire Him above everything else as we go through this 'I;md when .even the things .otf earth are passing away 
earthly pnirimage? The'Psalmist had come to that. God the R6ck will sustain me and' I shall never be moved, 

But let me go' on to the next thing. He tells us that God is the Rock, the strength of my heart and my portion 
he finds complete satisfaction in Him. 'The whole state~ for ever." 
ment means that, bu·t' he puts it in par.ticular. "Whom The Bi'ble is never tired of saying this. Listen to wha1. 
have 1 in 'heaven but thee? and there is none· upon earth· others say. Whatever terrible conditions may come to 
that I desire beside Thee. 'My flesh and· my/heart. fai.I- pass this is the comfort and consolation that they all give. 
eth: but :God Is the strength of my heart, 'and my por- Not orily is {}od 'a Rock but "underneath are the Ever·' 
tion" - that is' it, my portion· - "for ever." His por- la&ting ·Arms". Yes, you are dropping into space, your 
tion, . his supply, his' satisfaction, hi's everything. There foundations in life 'are gone, everything you huilt on is 
is llothing that he can desire hut God. And.what is God? crashing down and 'youare" going 'pown into the abyss. 
He is Sun and: :Shield, He gives grace and glory. There No, 'no; "underneath" - ali\d' they are alWaYS there -
is no end to "itf He finds that God satisfies him com- "underneath are the everlasting arms". ,They are always 
pletely, his mind, his heart; 'his whole man. Do you find holding you, you wiIlnever finally crash, you will be held 
complete intellectual satisfaction in ,God· 'and in His holy ,vhen everything else is gone. But listen to Isaiah put- .. 
Work? Do you get all your ·philosophy here an"lLd'eel t}J.'at ting the ·sa.me thing. /He t~l~s about that "foundation 
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stone"; that "sure, tried, tested foundation stone" that 
has heen set, and what he says' is this: "He that believeth 
shall never make haste". A better' transIation is this, as 
it is given in the New Testament: ~"He that 'believeth 
shall 'never' 'be con.founded." "He that ·believeth shall 
never be put to shame." )V'hy? He is on the Rock, he has 
this support, he has this foundation, it cannot be moved, 
it is God Himself. And on this Rock, thou!gh my flesh 
an"d my heart may fail, I shall nev~r be .moved, I shaiI 
never he taken by ·su:r.prise, I shall never be put to ·shame. 
God will see me right through. 
. Very well, let me try to sum it up in a ·hymn whieh is 

the final cOllfession of the Christian :-

"My hope is built on nothing less 
T·han Jesus"Blood and Righteousness, 
I dare not trust my sweetest f,rame, . 
But wholly !:an on Jesus' name. . 

On Christ the solid Rock I s·tand, 
All other ,ground is sinking sand. 

"When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unc'hanging grace, 
In every high and stormy gale, . 
My anchor holds within the vail. . ~ 

"!His oath, His covenant, His blood, . 
Support me 'in the 'whelming !flood' 
When all aro.uild my souI gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay." . 

That is it. Do' you know it? Are you on the Rock? Do you 
. know Him·? Do not try to live on~y-ou,r family, do not 
live on your business, 'or on· your own activity, do not 
live on your experiences, or anything else. They will all 
rome to an end and the devil will 'suggest that even your 
highest experiences cap. be expla'ined psychologically. Let 
us li~e on nothing, let us trust nothing bu,i Him. He is 
the Rock of ..Ages, the Everlasting God :-

"On' Christ the solid ~ock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking s·and." 

~ 

-The Westminster Record 
\ . 

I 

WE MUST DEPEND UPON THE HOLY SlPIRIT 

By Dr. A. W. Tozer. 

BECAUSE w;e. are. the. kind of persons we are and be
cause we hve 'In a world such a's .we do, the shep

herd of souls is· often forced to work at what would 
-" appear to be cross purposes with hjmself. 

For instance, he must encourage the timid and wa.rn 
the self-eonfident; and ,these may at any given time be 

. present in hilS congregation in almost equaI numbers. 
·Hi·s effort.to encoura'ge those wtho need encourage~ent· 
may a·ctuliUy confirm presumptuous souls 'in their care
lessness. ·ConveI!lely, hIs' much need'ed warnings and re
proofs may drive ,timorou'S and, doubting Ohristians to 
t'he borders of despair.. . ~ . . 

Another problem he ,faces is the presence in the nor
mal Ghristian as'sembly of 'believers in' every sta'ge of 
development, from the newly converted who knows almost 
nothing ,about the Ohz:istian life to the wise ·and experi
enced Chri'Stian who seems .to 'know almost every.thing ..... 

Again, the Ohristian mInister ~u~t :have a word from 
God- for the teen-aged, the middle-aged and the very aged. 
He 'must s~ea'k to the 'scholar as well as to the ig-norant; 
he must bring 1Jh.e. living Word to\ the c\.tltured man and 
woman and to the vulgarian who reads nothing but the 
'sports page and t:he comic 'strip. He must speaK .to the 
sad and to 'I1he happy, to the tender-minded arid to the 
tdug'h-minded,' to those eager to :Jive and to some who 
secretly wish 1Jhey rould. die. And he must do this all 
in·

j 
on'e sermon' and I'D a period of time not exceeding 

forly-five minutes. Sur.ely this requires a .Daniel, and 
Daniels .... areas 'scarce in 'flhe United States in A.D: 1957 
as 'in Babylon in 600 B.C. 

To add to ·the pastor's burden is .the knowledge t:hat 
in each 'service there win likely be a !few lost sons who 
should come home, some' who never loved God at all and 
"s'orne who lost the love they had." S'o he -must call ·sin
ners to repentance, warn the unruly, romfort the feeble
minded, instruct, reprove, rebuke, encourage, console and 
exhort all at the same time or at,lea:st 'on the 'same oay. 

This is the 'situation stated ,baldly, but it is not actually 
as difficu:lt as it Ibo~. I sa:id that the preacher' appe~rs 
·to 'be at eross purposes with himself; but it is in appear
.ance only, for what seems to be confusion is 'but the 
seamy side of the tapestry. The ·artistic pattern is' on ~ 
the other side . 

The man of God maY'iabor on in complete trust a~d in 
{uB expectation of 'Success, provided :he is aware of a few 
basic'truths. One is that however d·iffereht people may 
be in externals, they are 'a:ll alike fundamentally. 'That 
in us to which. Ibhe ·Christian message is directed is the 
saPle in every human being . 

Before .the eross of Jesus we are not old or young, 
educated or 'ignorant, cultured or uncouth, dull or briI
Hant; weare just people - human beings lost and ruined 
deep inside where incidental' differences do not matter, 
where indeed they are not even known. As gold is gold 
whether it is mixed with the sand, of the 'Stream or 
wroug.lJt into an ex'quis.ite wor.k of art 'by the h·and Orf 
a Cellini,. so the essential 'stuff of human nature is the 
same under whatever cond·itions it may be found. That 
about us which yields itse:Jf to 'social differentiation is 
not that .for whicih Christ d'ied. He did not, for example, 
die for doctors, farmers, authors, laborers, artists, engi
n~ers, professors, vagrants, presidents, mU'sicians, lumber
men; He d'ied, for lost humanit:y, and anyone can receive 
th~ ;benefits of His atonement, but only as lost beings. 
Color, race,' 'social standings, occupation, cultural levels 
40 not count, for .they do not alter the basic :human thing 
for whi. His blood was shed. 

Because the inner'lostness is the same in all human 
beings the work of 'God, to reclaim them must 'be the 
same in all And the ,Spirit broods over all, muminating, 
revealing, convicting, enabHng them to 'hear and see and 
understand . 

It is one of the won~ers and d'elights of preaching 
thlit ,the same mes'sage will often affect people differ
ently, producing in one repentance, in 'another hope, in 
stilI others courage, ·humility or fa'ith, accord.ing as',the 
particular soul has need. . 

Without this mighty, skillful working of the Spirit, 
.preaching woU'ld be futile; with it the ministry of the 
Word can be easy and delightful as weB as ma'rvelously 
effective. '. 

-The AUiance WefklY 
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After. the child·ren had s.ugges"ted some of t~eir friends: 
Mother asked about the new little boy and" girl who hac 
just moved in ~cross the street. 

"We don't even know them. Besides, they don't look 
like the Test of us. ,Somebody said they were part, Indian. 
We don't want to eat with ·them!'~ Linda said dis'gustedly. 

'''Let's ask ourselves that question again." Illaid ,Mother . 
. "How does God· do it? How did Jesus do it? Do you re
member how Jesus stayed with Zacchaeus who was a sin

',ner and hated by the people? Also, do you remember how 
He visited those with diseases that He might catch? Just 
wha"t did Jesus think 'was' the way to-treat others?" 

Linda and Elaine felt ash-amed, and didn't know what 
. HOW DOES GOD DO IT? 

. By Helen Abel Wang 
to say. Finally Elaine's mother remembered the Bible 

, Elaine pi'l!ked up her cutout dolls and put them away. . lesson that the girls had had the . week before in Sunday 
Then she -looked under the "ta'ble to see if anything had school. "Does- either of you know what the verse was 
fallen. Finding I)othing, she hurried to the kitchen where you learned las"t week?" _she questioned~ . 

. Mother was ironing her weekly· pile of shirts and chil, Lind'a's eyes brightened, for she was proud o-f being 
'dren's clothes. the one who knew the most Bi-qle verses in her class. "It 

. "Is there 'anything I can 'do to help?" asked, EI!iine. was, 'Do unto others as you would have them· do unto 
She was almost seven years olii· now, and was proud t9,. you.' " she said: . 

. be able to help wheneve:c she could .. Besides, Mother was "Now then." ·said· M~ther, "what are you going to do 
alway~ so busy working lor the family that she I'eally a'bout the new children? What is ,God teIling you that you 
appreciated the many little thin~s "that Elaine could do. must do?" 

"If you are very careful, 'you may water the piants Elaine and Linda both thought a moment, tqen Elaine 
in the window and on the porch," 'Mother replied with a - said, "I will go ask them·tl) come, but it would be easier 
smile. if you would come, to!>. Please, Mother, help us." , 

Happily, Elaine found the jar used to water plants and All of them, even Tommy, walked across the street and 
then she climbed up. on a chair to reach the sink. She knocked. at their new 'neighbor's door. A lady 'answered 
stal"ted to turn on "the water: then stopped. Turning to it, . and was really happy that one of her neighbours had 
Mother, . she said, "Should I' use hot or Cold water, coine to visit,. for no one' else had 'greeted her or her 
Mother?'~ '. . ' . family. . 

Mother paused in he'r work and ·smiled. "Wh'at does God 'To everyone's surprise and pleasure, the new children 
use when He waters the earth?" she as-ked. and "their mother 'alI came over forcookies·and lemonade. 

Thinking carefully for a moment, Elaine ·Iaughed. "] arid they had. a happy. time getting to 'know each ·oth, 
guess He uses pretty cool water, doesn't He?" Filling ,her When Sparky, the puppy, begged for a cookie, Linda 
ja·r, S'he finished· watering the plants and, then went out gave h~m I)ne, and said,' "rhat's w~at God wou~do, 
to play." . f ". isn't it?" - ' 

The next day Elaine and her friend'Lind'a were/playing 
in the garden. Since it· was a vep' hot day, they soon 
-becaine too warm and sat· down in the shade of a tr.ee to 
rest. Linda's little brother ran around from "the. !front 
of the' house, and seeing the ·girls in the shade ~kipped 
over to'join them. Uinda didn't like Tommy tagging after 
'her so 'she told him to 'go away. He answered" "I'm so 
hot, can't I -stay in the shade for 'a little while? It's n'Ot 
your shade, anyway.'~ J 

"Well, whose is it 'then?" snapped ·Linda .. "This is 
Elaine's house!'" 

Mother, who had heard the talking through the 'kitChen 
window, came out of ,the' house and -sat down ibelllide the 
children. -"Who made the tree and the ~un ?". she asked. 

"God, I suppose," answered Linda. . 
"Then," co~tin~ed Mother, "what do you think God 

would do about your ·quarrel? Doesn't ·God give rain to 
everyone? Doesn't He make the sun -to shine on all kinds 
of . people, and isn't the beauty of His world for all to 
see?" 

"Yes, I guess you'r~ ri'&-ht," Linda and E~ine"agreed~ 
"Well, if that's the way God does it, then that's the way· 

we should do it, too. Let'·s all come into. the house !for 
cookies and lemonade. We can begin understanding how 
God does things by sharing the 'good, .things we have. Who 
could .we ask to join ot;lr Uttleparty tbois aftern~on?" 

-Su-"uw:y -School Times 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR -

SUN,DAY _ ---
9.415 Bi-bleSchool fol' e.very:body, f~om grandfather 

. to -the baby. 
11.00' . Morning Service. 
4.30 Afternoon Class. . 
5.55 Young People's Bible Fellowship Hour. 
6.0.0 ~rayer Service in Greenway Chapel. 
7.00 Reguiar evening service. 

, . -. ,. 

TUESDAY , ., , 
8.00 Departmental Conferences of th~ Bible School, 

followed by the teaching of the lesson at 8.45. 
THURSDAY \' 
. 2.30 Senior Dorcas Sewing Meeting. ' 

5.30 Junior Dorcas Sewing MeetIng. 
S.OO Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade. 

FRI-DAY, ," . 
7.00 and 8.15~uni~r ang- Senior choir practic,es. 

'7.00 Frid!-y Night Round,:Up for -boys and girls. 

SATURDAY '. 
S.OO· G.reat W,e~ldy Prayer Sea,:vice in Greenway Hall. 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
VoL 21 First Quarter Lesson .10 March 10, 1957 

OIJIVE L. 0LAm{, .Ph:D. (Il'or .. ) 

CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS 

Lesson Text: Philemon. I 

It was true that. Onesim~s, whose name means "Profit
able'r, had been anything·but profitable to his inaster in the 
past, but by becoming a Christian and repenting, he was' 
now profitable to the Apostle Paul,. as well !1s to Philemon 
(1 Tim. 6:2). Receive him alJ though he were of my own 
flesh and blood, writes the Apostle. There is no tie so strong 
as that which binds together those who have been a- mutual 
blessing to one another-in the Lord. 

Although not pressing his oWli claim, the Apostle cour
teously and generously recognized the just claim of Philemon 
over his fugitive slave. The laws of the land must be obey-ed 
(Rom. 13:1; Tit. 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13, 14) •. The Apolltle would 
like to' have .retained Onesimus, but the master must be left 

Golden Text: "If thou' count me' therefore a partner, receive' free to decide the. future of his servant (Eph. 6:5-9). 
him as myself."-Philemon 17. No doubt Philemon had '''reckoned it a disaster when his 

Introduction:· slave had defrauded him and absconded. But .the Apostle 
. . . would remind his. friend that "all things work together for 

. During the Apostle ~aul's first jmpnsonment m Roms he good to the~ that love God, to them who are. tlJ.e call~d 
was enc~~r!lged by faIth!ul co-labou~ers, and among th~se . according to .his purpose" (Rom. 8:28). The slave's ·~e
wa~ a fUgItIve slave·OneSIm?S, belongmg to a wealthy ChrIs-, parture and, sojourn in Rome had brought about contact WIth 
tian of Colosse named PhIlemon (Col. 4:9). Apparently, the Apostle Paul and the Gospel. Without his comparatively 
One!limus, after robbing. his. master,. fled to Rome, where he short absence, no such complete and lasting reconciliation ' 
w~s saved t~ough the mstrumentabty. of the A~ostle Paul. would have been possible (Gen. 45:5, 8). Theref9re, he 
HIS .growth m.grace wa~ suc:h . that he showed SIgns of. be- should be forgiven for the .former escapade. Hi~herto-the 
commg useful m the pu~bc mmIstry of the Word. Paul knew pagan slave had been but an item'of property for hIS wealthy 
that he b~longed to . hIS ~aster, .~nd should r~tu!D' ~u~ owner, but as a Christian, he was no longer a mere slave, 
would PhIl~mon receIve hIm gracIously. and forglye hIm. but was a b~other in the Lord, bound to Philemon by fleshly 
It was dec~ded that the. "repentant Ones~mus should return ties, :/>ut also by spiritual ties. ,:!,his !,hould compensate the 
to Colosse m company WIth trusted TychlCUS, who was mak- master for any material loss sustamed m the past. 
ing the journey to Asia Minor, carrying with him the-letters 
to the churches at Colosse and , 'Ephesus (Eph. 6:21; ·Col. 
4:7-9.). The Apostle gave Onesimus this letter of recom
mendation· to his master, urging Philemon to restore the 
Christian slave to favour, and offering himself to repay the 
money which had been stolen. 

The Epistle to Philemon, then, was written about 64 A.D. 
and was delivered at the- same time as Colossians al).d 
Ephesians. The· date is judged by. the circumstances, espe
cially by the' fact that the same persons are mentioned as 
being with the Apostle (Compare Col. 4:10-14 with Philemon 
28', '24). It is a l~tter of Christian' courtesy, fellowship and 
love. 

Outline: 
I. The Greeting:, verses 1-3. 

II. The Thanksgiving: verses 4-7 
III. The Intercession: verses 8-21. 
IV. The 'Benediction: verses 22-25. 

--- Exposition: 
The. ~postle Paul, t)le prisoner of the Lord, sent greetings 

to his wealthy friend Philemon in Colo~se, ~ whose hou~e 
the church gatherings were .held. Apphla was doubtless his 
wife, and Archippus, the evangelist (Col. 4:17), may have 
been visiting in the home at the time. . . . 

Philemon was evidently one who used his treasure for the 
Lord's glory, recognizing that all his possessions belonged 
to his Master and were to be used in the furtherance of the 
Gospel. He exercised faith in' the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
his faith bore fruit in his love toward the Lord and toward 
all the saints .(Eph. 1:15; Col. 1:3, 4; 1 John 3:23). The 
Apostle Paul continually prayed that the faith of Philemon 
might be communicated to others, so that it would be an 
effective testimony, and, that thos~ who beheld his sterling 
qualities would be compelled to acknowledge that his excel

·lent character was due to 'what the Lord Jesus Christ had 
done for him and in him (v. 6; Matt. 5:16). The Apostle 
rejoiced at every remembrance of his beloved friend, whose 
very name' meant. "Friendly" (Phil. 1:3). The tes~imoJiy of 
a fragrant life has gl'!8t influence With men. _' 

There are those who are always' most anxious to assert 
their -rights, but not so the humble' St. Paul. In his official 
capacity as the Apostle to. the Gentiles, and as the spiritual 
father of Philemon, he might have demanded that the slave 
be forgiven and restored, inasmuch as we are commanded to 
forgive others (Matt. 6:12-15); but he chose rather to. make 
his appeal as a friend to a friend on the ground of love (2 
Cor. 3:12; 1 Thess. 2:6). Also, being now aged and in prison 
(Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 2 Tim. 1:8), )le might ,not make many more 
requests; this one should be granted. 

The phrase "more unto thee - in the flesh and in the_ 
. Lord" has given rise to a suggestion thatO Onesimus may 

have been a natural blood brother to Philemon, as not ·in-. 
frequently in those days people were imprisoned for debts 
toward members of their own family. 

. The Apostle Paul's intercession-on behalf of Onesimus, 
that he oiight be forgiven, provides an, excellent illustration 
of the doctrine of substitution and also that of imputation, 
as the theologians call it (verses 17, 18). "Receive him as 
myself." All of Paul's merits he would transfer to the 
fugitive slave, while at the same time he w~s willin~ that 
all the slave's debt should be transferred to hIS own account.
So did our Saviour assume all of our liabilities and pay in 
full all our debt (Isa. 53:4-6; .,.Rom .. 4:22-25; 5:1-11).· He 
also is willing to place to our account the sum total of all 
His own perfect righteousness (Rom. 8:1-4; 2 Cor. 5:21). 
On this just ground, forgiveness is possible for the sinner 
(Rom. 3:21-26). And how powerful- and unceasing is our 
Saviour's intercession on behalf of. the 'sinner who trusts in 
Him (Heb. 7:25)! -, ..... 

Philemon himself was greatly indebted" to Paul, who had 
brought to him the message of salvation. How grateful we 
should be to those who' declare to us the word of life (1 Cor. 
9:11; 1 Thess. 5:12, 13; Heb. 13:7, 17) I 

The Apostle Paul tactfully wrote of his confidence tha1i 
Philemon would give a favourable answer to this appeal 
(2 Cor. 7:16). Surely· such a kindly, courteous request woulcl 

'not be denied. 

~aily Bible ~eadings 

March 4--Pattern of Forgiveness .................... Luke 23:33-43 
M~ch 5-Standard of Forgiveness .................... : Col. 3:12-17 
March 6-Spirit of Forgiveness ...................... Matt. 18:21-35 

I March 7-Practical Aspects ................................ Luke 6:27-38 
March 8,-Proper Attitude .................................... Phil. 2:5-18 
March 9-Grieve not the Spirit .......................... Eph. 4:25-32 
March 100Excellence of Unity ............. : .................. Psalm 133 

\ 
Suggested Hymns 

There are lonely hearts to cherish. 
From every stormy wind that blows. 
Christ has for sin atonement made. 
I hear the Saviour say. '. 
Would you be free from the burden of sin? 
Jesus loves me. 
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WHY 
'.1 

YOU ought to own a copy of 
. , . 

v - • 

THE DOCTRINES OF G~ACE 

by T. l'~. Shields 
BECAUSE you will find. in the. chaPter on ·the Sovereignty of God, . ,. 

ass~ance of God's overruling,.in spite .of the.seeming triiunph of vain'men 
. of our day . 

. BECAUSE you will fin.d, in the chapters on 'the Person of Christ and 
the meaning of lJis death, . a. dear Biblical position. otitlined, enabling you to 
fortify your soul· against the radio and preSs of o.ur day, which give out so 
much wrong teaching about these matters, 

BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on the work of the, Holy 
Spirit and sanctification (subjects on wlrich many are led. astray) sane, satis
factory teaching for the heart and mind. 

BECAUSE you will find great peace and consolation in the ch3pters on 
'the eternal security of the be!iever, where proof after proof, as to the scriptural-
ness of this teaching, is piled up. ." .' . 

These, p'lus many ot:Jier thingS, are to be found within the covers of this 
beautifully bo~d volume with its clear easy-to-read type. 

. / 

GIVE YOURSELF A. TREA.T. ORPER A COpY NOWI 
, 

I . , • . ..... . -_. -----...... --_ .. --.•. --.. --------_ .. _.--- -------. ---------------._. ---.. -.. -----------

THE GOSPEL WITNESS,-
130 Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto 2, Ontario. 

De'ar Sirs: 

- -! " 

Please find enClosed the sum of $ .......... : ...... , .................................... for .: ......... :................................. copies of . 
"The Doctrines a~ G,race" at the pric~ of $2.50 per copy .. 

. . 1 ~ lIa. 

Name .................. ~ ........ i ............................................... : ........................................... , ............................................. . 

Address ..................... ..1 ..................... : .............................................................................................................. ::-.. '-. 

~ity or Town ............................................. Province or ,State ........ :: ................. : .............. ,: ............ .. ./ 
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