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THE BI·BlE. AND: MORAL·· TRUTH 
THE inteHectual .. is."a: su,bo~d.inate. element in C~ristian ance of the divine government. But nowhere is the King 

faith. This w1l1 'appeu"If you reflect that the whole uncrowned. God is mighty. in generation in Genesis, and 
Christian revelation is a disclosure of moral truth. The mighty in rege~eration in J esus. \~he Word predicts the 
Bible, from beginning to end, 'assumes a 'great mo~al curse of thorns in Genesis, .but wears the thorns. in 
catastrophe involving the ruin of human nature. Like Jesus, albeit as a crown. And as He'sovereignly lays down 
rescuers' bringing. light, and air, and food from an upper His life upon a cross, it is indelibly written above His 
world to entombed miners, th~ Bible unfolds a plan for head, "This is' the King." 
the Hberation of the soul from the spiritual darkness and. . Thus the demand of the Christian religion is for sub- -
death in which sin Ihas involvethflhe race. And, as such mission to 'a moraL government, op"erahlve in all the 
rescu'ers would ,be iikely to do, . when ·bent on savIng ·Ufe, created order; not mechanically or autOmatically opera-
·the Bible keeps to its task. It does not teach scienc~ or tive, but transcendently resident in and directed by God /' 

... philosophy directly; ibut it will never be found unscientific Himself. . 
or contrary to sou.nd reason. You will never learn astron~ Hence Ohristian belief is essentially. a moral act. It 
omy, o·r geology, or any other bran~ of '8Cienc~, from consists_in a'ssent to, and reliance on moral truth _ 
Genesis; ·but I venture to say you w1l1 never fmd any moral truth incarnate' inChii&t. Unbelief, therefore, is 
absolutely esta,blished faci· 0( science to contradict its not an: intellectual disa:~ility, 'but the expression- of a 
pregnant speech. And so the Book throughout. Its· mora'l ,bias against a.od. And tl!.erefore it is wr.itten, "He 
function is ito reveal a moral order, and the Person' of the that .believeth not 'is condemned already. 'beca.use he hath 

. moral Ruler. It ultimately fulfHs' its func~lon in its rec~ ..... not believed 'on the name of the only begotten Son of 
ord of the d:ivine Inca·rnation, adjusting· the' mora"l Q.alance God." Th @ndemnation resting upon uilbelieof is not a 

_ in .the atonement by blood, and releasing for huma~ sa!va- divine judgment upon intellectual incapacity, but- upon ' . 
.... tion a regenerating moral Power !through :resurrectl~n. positive moral turpitude; by that' I. mean the "enmity 
.... The :record of the preparation for, and the consummatIon against God" which inheres in "the carnal mind". Hence 
of 'that incomparable achievement wiI~ never be found faith is not cardinally an inteliectual act or attitude, but 
to ,be untrue to fact, - to 'any fact of history, or an act of the will. The·purely iutellectual faculties are 
of science, or of ~perience .. I,ts consonance with exercised in the confirmation of the choice which a quick
truth, however, in aU these aspects, essential as . ened conscience 'has perceived to be right, and a 're
it is to any theory of divine .inspiration, is yet enfranchised 'wiII has made. But the act of believing, or 
sU'bordinate' to its ~ain' purpose~. to -m~e clear the 'trusting,' in a word, Christian faith._consists essentially 
-relation of man to his. Maker and the dlvme plan .and in the enthronemen,t of Christ. as the embodiment ()f all 
purpose of redemption., . - revealed trutl\; and whether by a little child or a' man of 

This 'being "so, the Ch·ristian revelation, as ~ wri:~n mature 'and highly trained mind, the 'act is the same; it 
BooJr, as a record of the Incarnat~ W qrd, as a' promise is the simple surrender of the wiH to God/. ... 
of 'a rege~erating ,~pirit, and 'as a p~ediction of a day . . Perhaps I, ought nere"to explain what 1 mean. by the' 
of reckomng 'and Judgment, lays stege to our moral, word "moral".. When 1 say that· unbelief is to-:be ac
natu:t;,es. It never asks ~hethe:r you ha~e. b~en ~ sc.h?Ol, _ counted for on moral ground·s, .it tis not implied that it 

'-whether you know:.any~hmg aibout .the .01:'lgm of. 'speCies, has -its root ·ill any kind of.. immorality. In.. extreme cases 
or the measure of ethereal ~paces; Its fll'S~ and ~a~t word that may ,be tl'ue. I use the term "moral" in contra"':dis
to you is of sin al!d salvatIOn. It speaks of ?rlg1~'s. It . tinction to that 'which is non-moral: the·Cliristian revela
assumes you do not'l(~ow, and ~eI1s you: and Its assump- tion being an unfolding of truth concerning the laws 0( 
tionsare ·as true a~ Its assertions. It ~und~~, at ~e the moral 'x;ealm, having to do with principles governing 
castle gate .demandmg .'~urrende~ ~. Deity - 1)1 the the oughtness of things, or of :ri'ght conduct. Our atti
beginning 'God"! T:be V:~ICes of Smal and Calvary ~re the I tude toward that revelation is an ind~cation of our atti- . 
same; they declare the ·same ,truth; tJ;tey proclaim the tude toward the moral prineiples revealed, and therefore 

'. majesty of the, di~ine .. .laJV' !'h.e perfection 0( ~e moral is chiefly determined by purely moraI-considerations .. 
order, and the glory of tlie ~lvme Ruler; and ~hlle offer-· .-. ... 
ing amnesty to the rebel, they summon you to an accept- -DR. T. T. SHIELDS, mOther L1.ttle Sh1.ps 
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) DR. AND MRS. SLADE 
Dr. and Mrs. Slade, at present on a missionary tour 

"in the West Indies, have arrived sdely in the French 
island of MartiIiique, their first main appgintment. The 
fol1owing cable was received on February 9th ;from Dr. 
Slade from Fort De F.rance, Martinique:, 

. .--' . 
Delightful fellowship in Miami with Dr. Cole's son 
and family and with Mrs. Eastwood. Arrived Fort 
De France, Friday morning. Ittys very nOS'Pitable. 
Meeiing .!to-night. Warmest greetings and, love to . 
D.r. Kinney, Church and Bible School. 

-Pastor aI,ld Mrs. 'Slade 
The prayers of the_,Lord's .people will follow Dr: and 

Mrs. Slade'in their jou~'Ilyings. 

LATEST BULLETIN FROM DR. SLADE 
Porto Rico, February: 12, 11.30 p . .IIJ..' 

UNFORGETTABLE SIGHTS AND' EXPE·RIENCES 
AT . MARTINIQUE. PHYSICAL, MORAL, SPIRITU
AL 'STATE LOWE,ST EVER WITNESSED .. GOSPEL 
ONLY, ANSWER. CHRISTIAN MISSIONS INC. 
ESTABLISHED EIGHT PREACHING STATIONS IN 
ELEVEN YEARS. MR. ITTY'S WORK AJif FORT DE 
FRANCE LARGEST BY FAR. ABOUT ·ONE HU~;. 
DRED . ASSEMBLED EACH SERVICE 'SUNPAY. 
RADIANT F A€ES BESPEAK PHYSICAL DELIVER
ANCE FROM SLAVERY AND SPIRITUAL FROM 
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'tot~stant ~b1tO'ntte· 
fOUNDER AND FIRST EDITOR-Dr. T. T. Shields 

(Editor 1922 - 1955) 

• • • 
Published every Thursday for the propagation of the 
Evangelical principles 'of the Protestant Reformation 

. and' in defence of the faith once deUvered to the Saints. 
, . \ - . 

$3.00 Per Year. Postp~id to any ad~ress. fOe Per SIngle Copy. 

CHAIRMAN, BOARO OF DIRECTORS: 
J Dr. H. C. Slade, Pastor, Jarvis Street Baptist Church · . 
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Olive L. Clark, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
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:SIN. PREACHED IN PRISON ALSO SUNDAY TO' , 
FIFTY MEN. FIFTEEN' CONVERTED THROUGH la~'ds, the crowns, ·the scepters, the chariots, the thrones. 
MR. ~TTY. MOST TOUCHING ISERV~CE. eNE PRIS- And then it shall be found out that all Who on' earth 
ON En READ LE'T,!ER OF. WELCOME. ANOTHER served God in inconspicuous spheres received, Just as mucR -
PRESENTED TORTOISE SHELL PAPER KNIVES, . 'reward as those who' ;filled the earth with uproar of 
HIS OWN WORK. GOOD' TRIP TO .SAN JUAN TO- achievement. Then they shall understand the height, the 
DAY. ANT.ICIP ~TE MEE'TING MR. KNIGHT ToO- depth, the Iength, the !brea~th, the pillared and" domed 
MORROW KINGSTON. BOTH WELL. signi:(icance of that verse: "As his part is that goeth down 

'~LAf>E to the hattle, so ·shall his .part be >that tarrieth by the 
stuff."-TALMAGE. . 

" 
REWA!ID FOR,U~APPRECIATFrD LABOUR, '.JA~VI~ STRE~T CHURCH CAI;-ENDAR 

'Cheer up, men and women of unappreciated' services. SUNDAY 
You will get your reward, if not 'here, 'liereatfter. When 9415 Bi,ble School for everybody;. from grandfather' 
Charles Wesley ~omes up to jUdgment, and the thousands . to the baby. 

. of souls which were wafted into glory through his songs 11.00 Morning Service. , 
sWhalIl be e~IUllI!erated, hte ~idlI taketh'hi~ throne. Y"llhben John \ 4.30 Afternoon Class. 

es ey WI come up 0 JU gmen IS name WI 'e men- 555 Young People's Bible Fellowship 'Hour. 
tioned in connection with the salvation of miUioD's 'of . Prayer Service in Greeriway Chapel. . 
souls brought to God: 'through the' Methodism which he ~:~~ . Reguiar evening service. 
founded, and he will take his throne. But between the 

\ 

two thrones of John Wesley and Charles Wesley, there TUESI?AY 
will be 'a throne higher than either, on which shall sit 8.00 Departplental Conferences of the Bible School. 
Susannah Wesley, who with/ ,maternal 'COnsecration in-. . followed by the teaching' of the lesson at 8.45 . 

. Epworth Rectory, star'tedtbose' two souls ~n their. mi!:_ THURSDAY . 
sion of sermon and 'song th,rough all 10llowIng ages. Oh, . .. 
what a day that will be for many'who rocked Christian 2.30 Sen~or Dorcas Sew~ng Mee~ng. 
cradles with weary feet, who patched worri-out garments 5.30 J~DlOl' Dorcas SeWIng MeetIng . 

. and' darned socks: ·and with a slnall incotpe made the 8.00 ~Ible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade. 
children comfortable for the winter. What a day 'that FRI.oAY 
will be for those to whom the world gave the cold shoulder, 7.00 and 8.15-Junior and Senior choir practices. 
'and called them nobodies, and begrudged them the least ' 7.00 , Friday Night Round~Up for boys and girls. 

- recognition, and who, weary and· worn, and sick, fainted. SATU'RDAY 
by the brook Besor. Oh, that will be a mighty day when 
the Son of David shall distribute among them the gar- . 8.00 Great'Wee'kly Prayer Se~ce--in Greenway Hall: -

/ 

'. -,. 
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" I ,Have -Found the Book of the lalw" 
/J. Sermon By Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvi,s Street Baptist Church, Toro~to, Sunday Morning, December 21st, ~924 

(Stenographically R~portedf 

"I ~ve f01.!lld the book of thl'llaw in the house of th~ Lord."-II Kings 22:8 • 

. W· E HAVE 'been·.studying this morning the st~ry_ of a Presbyterian", ot "I am an Anglican". That is not the 
a lost book, of a book that was lost in the house question. What is written in the Book of the Law?' But 

of the Lord - a very extraordinary I1lhing that such a they never have consulted the Book on the subject; never 
hook should ,be lost 'a-t all; hut that "it 'should be lost in 'have looked in!to 'its pages. A lady asked me one day to 
,ffile house of the Lord was still more Il"emarkable!· It 'was call at her 'house. She said, "I have been a MethOdist lor 
t1he Law of the Lord; it was the one Word to which aU thirty years, and -in all Utat time I have been perfectly 
the people ought to have listened: But they neglected it satisfied with my 'baptism.'!. And she ·said, "Do you sup- \ 
so long tha-t, like the alarm clo.ck, it ceased to sp~ak at all. pose the Lord would have allowed me to rest in content
And it was lost and forgotten. ment if I were' wrong?" "Well," I said, "Have you ever 

It is' still pos'sible for u8"to lose the Book of the Lord. asked the 'Lord'if He were satisfied with your baptism? 
I am afraid there 'are a .great many Christian pe~ple who Have you ever opened God's Book, and asked Him the 
bave loBi their Bibles, in the sense that their Bibles have t.eaC'h'ing of His word in respect to' this matter?" She 
ceased. to speak to them, or to exercise any authority said, "No, I never have." . For ,thirty years and over, so 
whatever in their -lives. it may be tlhere are 'homes rep- far as she was concerned, in respect to this important 
resented here this morning in which the Book of the Lord command, the Word of· the Lord had been lost, She had 
i'S 'lost; where "its words a:re never heard, where. it is . been. ,guided by what her Iri~nds and. 'other people did. 
never rea-d, where. 'its great truths' are never discussed. ' And so in respect to a Jlundred other things, the Bible 
I should not like -to ask for a s'how orf hands this morn- may be lost in.Jhe sense that we do not consult it; that 
ing; but it is quite possible that some of Olir schola'rs we do not follow its' teaclri·ng. I read a stolY of. a man 
come from homes in which the Book of the Lord is lost. Whose son was in college. The fathe·r was a very ortho:" 
You may know where the material Boo'k is; but it is never dox mall; he boasted that he believed the Bible from 
openelj, its voice is never heard. cover to cover. (I never like to hear anyone say that. 

\" -, I. 
IT IS STRANGE THAT· THE 'WORD .oF THE 

LORD -SHOULD. BE. LOST IN' THE HOUSE OF THE 
LORD! But I am afraid that tha.ot is the sin of God's 
people to-day, that the word of the Lord has been mis
placed~ There .are many pulpits that. could do very well 
without 'a Bible at all. They are no'1 needed. The sell"mons 
tha;t are preached are not found in 'the Book. It has 
ceased· to be the Book ()rf ..... the Lord. -- I Hstened to some 
discussions 'on church union. I was in one gr,eat religious 
assembly, and I noticed that 'in their d·is'cussion of that 
subject very few speakers even, referred to ffile Word of 

.' . the Lord. One or two di4 quote the seventeenth of J O'hn : 
"That they 'all may ·be one". But here wa.os a great or
ganization, building .. a. ~ilI greater organization like a 

-great business corporation; and in those discussions there 
was no special ,reference to the teaching of ,the Word of 
the Lord. 

The Book. of the Lord is lost in some places in this 
sense, tJhat men never refer to it, to learn therefrom their 

. duty in respec.t'to the commandments of God. We shall 
see in a moment or so that. the king learned something 
about 'the divine ordinances fll"om God's Word·; he learned 
tha't the people had been living in neglect of that which 
was commanded. And there are thousands of people -in 
so-caIied Ohristian churches to-day who live, for instance, 
in neglect of this ord'inancEl, this ordinance of ~aptism. 
If you menotion it they !lay, "I am.a Methodist", or "I am 

, \ 

r 

It does not do you ~ny good to hold a theory that you 
believe the Bib~e from cover to covEl{ unless you know 
w'h'at is' in it. A great many people who say that don't 
know what is in it. I .believe that it is all true;. we ought 
'19 accept it in i,ts e~tirety. But it is the part of the Bible 
which we beIie-ve and act upon that ,really affects 'us, not 
any I1lheory that we. believe it from cover to cover, and 
'then leave it. in the parlor with the dust on it.) This 
man boasted that 'he believed the Bible, and when his 
son came home ·froni college - the boy was really full 
of mischief - he told his father some of the things that 
his professor 'had taught him a'bout the ·book of Jonah; 
and he rather took the professor's 'side just to· tease his 

. father 'a little. And he told him that his professor had 
said that the Book od:'Jonah was only an allegory, that 
there never was a real Jonah. His father was horrified, 
and said, "If, you don't ,believe Jonah, i do. I believe the 

. whole Bible, and· I won't part company .with it anyhow." 
And so the boy ceased to a·rgue. He went baclc to college 
in due time, and in six months or so he came home again. 

'lIe renewed the subject, and the father was still more . 
concerned. He said to his son, "Have you not got rid 
of that notion rofgarding Jonah yet?" And the boy teased 
his father a little further, but the father insisted that 
his Bible would 'be of no use·to him, il the bQ,ok of Jona'h's 
prophecy was not there. "Oh, come now," ·sai4, the boy, 
'''you don't need Jonah; dad." "Indeed I do, f have got 
great heJp out of Jonah." "Yet," he said, "Jonah is not 
in your Bible at all." But 'he insisted that 'it was., And' . 
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When his father examined the Boo'k, he coull! not find 
Jonah. He turned ·back to the minor prophets·, and turned 
'over' the pages, but he could,not discover the' book of the' 
prophecy of Jonah. The mischievous boy had cut it out 
of 'his father's Bible; and his father had never .discovered 
it. He believed it; but he was not ·reading it alid profiting 
by its precepts! \. " . 

Now there is a possibility of losing the Word of God in 
. -a theory of the Word of God, and just b~astiD'g of ou:r 

. orthodpxy and making no particular use of the things we 
profess to believe. The Book was lost in the house: of 
the Lord. ' 

II. 

Febrhary-14, 1957 

that after spending a month with Isaiah, every man he 
met on the street he want'~- to take by the collar. and 
say, "Have you' read· Isaiah.? Have you read I~aiah?" He 
was so full of ·the Word Orf the Lord 't'hat he was . like 
J ereIl),iah when he said, "His word was ill- m~ne heart as 
a burning fi-re shut up in my -hones, and I was weary 
with fo'rbearing, imd lcould'not stay". '- .. 
No~, boys, and gi.rl~, read the Bi.ble-! Just read it 

thoughtfully, quietly, prayerfully; and let the :aible speak 
to you' for 'itself; 'and as you do that, you will want every
·one el'se in the world ·to read it. HHkiah_read it for him
sell, and then ~e handed it ,to t'he-scribe, and he read it 
and said, ('The king' must hear this; he muS't read it, too." 
And they tobk it to the kin·g; 'ana. thus the word of-the 

Now t'his chapter teUs us of THE RE-DISCOVERY Lord is multiplied. It.multiplies itself, if only it is ,given 
OF·THE BOOK. They were renova:ting the temple, clear- "a chance in ou~ hearts and lives. Now note this: when 

'. ing out the rubbiS'h. It is wonderrful what you can find the king hea:rd that book read - he was a young man; 
when you begin to-clear out the rubbish in yourown lie never heard it before; he neve~hear.d :t'he 'Law of the 
'hou$e. And in the course of that' cleansing process Lord read ~o hi.m before - when he heard it read, he rent 
Hilkiah came upon this forgotten Book. Wha:t an extra-. his, clothes 'and he said, "What 'a sinner 1 am! And what 
ordinary thing it wa:s that- the priest, too, ·should have . a 'sinful nation this is! I. have discovered that a lot of 
forgotten his Bible, should have lost his Bible, and should things we a:re doing we ought not to .do. And -a great 
have gotten along so well without the Law of the Lord! many 'th'ings that are commanded in the Law of the Lord 
Preachers may lose their Bioles. There is just the possi~~ we.are not do·jng at a1'1." .. " I .""-
bility of turning to the Bible as' a book of texts, just a's 1 don't suppose the king got through that Book in 
a doctor opens his bag and takes out his medicine, when twenty minutes; it must have taken him a oJong time ¥>. 
a patient calls him in. He does not use it for himsel;f; 'hear the Law of the Lord. read. But :because it was the 
it is nof food for him - only medicine for a sick man. Lord, Josiah wa's willing to listen. I wonder now if His 
It is possible for Sunday School teachers to do. 't'b.at. By Majesty the King were standing here ·1fu.is -morning-'-al
the way, it is possi'ble for you .to lose your Bible in the though he is only a man-and he desired to talk to us, 
very work of the Lord, and to turn to these lessons' be-~ I wonder how many would be impatient?· But how won-
cause you' are going to meet your class on Sunday. Now derfulit is that the Lord :God Himself condescends to 
you cannot prepare yourself to1&ach that claS's, and:teach speak 'to us out" of His Book! And He will speak to us 
the les'son without any relation to yourself. Here was a by ·the hour, by the d'ay, .aJ,ld by the year, if only we will 
man who lound the Book of the Lord; and it is a g,eat give attention to the things th'at 'are written in His Word. 
thing for a person 'to discover the Bible. I have knpwn . 
peop.le who had it on their shelves. They have kilown. Now I don't 'believe anyone can read the Word. of God 
where 'the. paper was; but· they did not' know anything. wi,thout -being uncomfortable. A man camero see me 
about the Bible, until a day has come when, iby the bless·- yes'terday. He was in ve'ry hard circumstances; he had 
ing of God, they have dis'covered that 'in thi's Book there had to sell his clothes, and he Ihad a suit of clothes on 
is 'a treasury of truth; and they have rejoiced in it as t'hat put me to gh·ame. He' said, I ~'I cannot' come to . 
one who finds 'great spoil;- 'churCh; I shou'ld feel conspicuous; I have n¢ver been used 

Now the l'eal revival :Qegan, as we shall 'see presently, to· this;.I should leel uncomfortable." I don't wonder; I
. when Hilkiah tJhe priest, re-d-iscovered the Law of the ' suppose we a,ll would -in ·similar circumstances.. But we 

Lord. I am sure that 'a reviva-lwould spri'ng.up eve·rywhere. ought to try 'to 'get over that, and not be influenced iby 
B bl . these external things. Why, I have known boys and girls 

if the people of God cogld find itJheir j. es once' agam, who felt uncomfortable when they iooked into 'a-looking 
. really find them - discover in this Book the law orf the 
Lord. I don't know how we may discover them, by what glass', haven't you? Sometimes, boys, even after you have 
means God may drive us to iJook for them; but when HiI- washed your faces, you feel uncomfortable if you look 
kiah found the Book, the 'important thing to' observe i's. ,in the lookin.g glass :and find out y~u have .not done -it . 
that he read it. Now i~ i~ a 'great t~ing to rea~ the Bible, .~roperlY. p~d mother ever 'tell you ~~ g~ b~ck a~d do 
just to read it and'let It speak for Itself. Hflklah handed ... ~t:over agam: ~e!l, you. know, itJhe ~Ible IS Just hke a 
the book to Shap'han the scribe, and the scribe took it'to ml,rror; and It IS I~posslble t? look m~ t~at W ~rd~nd 
the king, and the l>ook was' read.in the king's presen,ce. . let. that':'" ord . spea:k ~to. us, w~th?ut ,OUT dlscov~rm~ Just 
Now mark this:' Hilkiah the' priest did not argue with ~?at JOSIah dlsc~vered -:- ,~~? nee_d o( ~orrect~on m ou,r 
Shaphan as to the chara"ter of that book; he did not hves. We rea~ thiS m~~Dlng, Wh.erew~thai shall a ?"oung 
argue about the inspiration of the law; he did not discuss man clea~se hiS '1 way? You .want to k~pw w~·at lS the 
tlfe human authorship of it - whether Moses or someone matter w'it'h you. Rea~ th!;'! Blbl~ and ~et the BIble speak 
else wrote it - but he read. it; and "it so impressed him to you; and the Lord wIll show us' What IS wrong; 
that he handed it to Shaphan the scribe. The extraordin- An'd then when J osia:h, had I"ead the Word, he caUed 
ary. thing' about the Bibl~ is t~at when yog read it 'your- all the people togethe,r to the house 01 the Lord· to repent 
self, yol,l want 'everyone else to ~ead it; when tlJe Word and to turn ,back to the Lord. And·.'he told them there 
of the Lord really speaks ·to YOll, you become enthusiastic -were certain things taught in the Word of· the Lord 
,for the Book. There was·a time When Moody shut hiin- which 'the nation;as such, had been neglecting., and which 
self up to I~aiah's prophecies for-a month. He said, "I it was requisite they should do .. So tHey held a' Feast of 
will ·read nothing but Isaiah fora month"; and he saotur- the Passover 'sueh as had never been held before. ThElY 
a-ted himself With Isa-iah just for a month. And he said 'came from all parts ot t'he country to Jerusalem, a!ld 

" 
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such a crowd had never been seen on any Passover occa
·sion. And. the blessing of the Lord' was upon them. 

great ··theme, '~The 'Splendours of Orthodoxy" (Jeremiah 
6:16). Defining,Ort1!..odoxy as "Soundness 9f faith; a 
helief in the' 'genuine doctrines taught in the Scriptures" 
and Heterodoxy as "Heresy; an opinion or doctrine con
trary to -the doctrines of the Scriptures, or contrary to 
those of an established church/' he invited his hearers 

Now. I know what would happen ~if some people here 
would read their Bibles. 'you don't need anyone to inter
pret it: you don't need any preacher,. or any teacher. 
And to you who are -Christians: Then Josiah read. in the 
law that they were co~m~mded to keep the Passover, the 
Passover of Blood. I,f we would 'betake ourselves ·to our 
Bibles, we 'Slhould' find that ·'ffu.ere are certain. things 
pla'inly commanded there whicll we nave not obeyed. 
Referring ,to that matt"er of 'baptism a'gain: you don't 
rieed to be 'a Greek scholar to understand that; you don't 
need to take a course in a university-; you don't need to 
go to any preacher in the world. You just nee'd to read 
God's 'Boo'k! A.nd when you read and find out what the 
law requires,' then obey 'it! Do What He commands you., 

to 'consider the 'glorious accomplishments of Orthodoxy -
great church-es, 'Hospitals and culture centres; to ponder 
the characters wh'iC'h Orthodoxy has produced and built 
-men of 'conviction, of faith and liberty, such as Calvin -
and Luther. Orthodoxy· also has promi~e concerning the 
future. Rest and peace can be found in the' sure Word 

And very· especially the· reading of the book led Josia'h 
to ,see .the ,great ~entral truth of the BOoK, mimely, that' 
·there is nothing but 'blood can wa;sh our sins away. And' 
that is the message we give this morning; ·tliat we 'have 
sinp.ed so grievously, all' of us; that none but Jesus Can 
do 'helpless sinners good; andbliat nothing but the blood 
of Jesus can wash ou,r sins away. 

May ~e ~II ,find the Book again this mornipg, .and find
ing it,. find it precious to our souls. 'Let us pray. 

of the L~rd. Dr. Kinney made a 'strong appeal lor sinners 
. to hear the message of the Book and to be at peace witle 
God, One boy answered tha-t call at the close of the 
service, giving his sweet testimony audibly' before the 
whole congregation, saying, "I have .trusted ·Christ all 
week." Dr. Kinney's' gracious manner 'with the lad was 
most touching. ) 

"The True Unity" (Eph. 4 :4-6) wlls the t:heme of Dr. 
Kinney',s masterly message at. the evening service. . A 
uni:ty which is outward, visi'ble and all-inclusive is sought 
by the :sponsors of the Ecumenical Movement,' as repre
sented by the Federa-I Council of Churches and·the World 
Council of Churches, 'but true unity must be a uni~y of 
corporation, a unity of spiritual life, a unity.oflhope in . 
Christ, a unity of Headship, a unity of trust in Christ 

THE WEEK:END- IN JARVIS STREET 
, and in His Word, a unity of identification with Christ 

and a un{!y of worship as we all .adore the One God, 
Dr. K. R. Kinney of Johnson City, New York, Vice- Three in One 'and One 'in Three. Dr. Kinney strongly 

President of the' International Council of Chril:!tian urged all pres'ent to enter irito this true unity ana he' 
Churches, ministered most acceptably in Jarvis .Street faithfully warned those outside ()f the fatal consequences,. 
Church, February 7tl).. to 10th. Dr. Kinney is one with if they continued in their present course. 
us in' aim and ·purpo·se, due to his e~perience as Pastor All hearts were 'stirred to a deeper trust in the Lord 
of F,irst Baptist Chureh in Johnson City, as Chairman of and a stronger desire to serve Him faithfully, as Dr. 
the Board of, Admjnistration of a Baptist Bible Semina.ry, Kinney expounded the Word with such power of the 
anp as one of the outstanding lea'ders 'in the'large group' Spirit, and as he ·exhorted all to stand fearlessly for the 
of Baptist Pastors and Churches which have withdrawn' -Lord and for His Word. His optimistic spirit and de
,from the Modernistic Baptist, 'Conventions in United light.rfuls'pontaneous humour added much to the power 
States. of his messages. ·,The Jarvis . .street family aI:,e 'grateful' 

On Thursday evening Dr. K{nney gave an .illustrated . to the Lord, and to His servant for. the 'blessings of last 
- lecture on the work of the International Council of Chris- . week-end. 

tian Ohurches, of .. which Dr. Ga'rl McIntire is President, 
The principles of 'the organization were clea'rly expound~ . 
ed, its separatiohfrom 'Modernism and .Communism, tits 
{uncompromising s-tan!i for the W o.rd of God in these days 
.of apostasy, and its determination'to preach the Gospel 
of saving 'grace to the ends otf the earth. Dr. Kinney 

. showed views 01:' the various European 'cities in which 
past confe~e~ces., of tlle org!lnization had been' 'held. in
clu(iing London, Amsterdam, Geneva and. Lebanon, Syria. 
Finally, -he took lis upon 'a journey' to the· Holy Land, 

,where we visited such sacred. places as Bethlehem, Beth
any, Nazareth"the Jo:rdll:n and: Jerusa}em. 

On Friday mornin'g Dr. Kinney gave a, fine message tcr 
the Faculty and Students of' T01:onto Baptist Sem'inary, 
outlining the principles of ·the Separatist Movement; em
,phasizing the historical :background that we might under
stand tJhe s~tting. 'and the ,rea'sons why, as Bible..;beIieving 
Baptists, it was nece,saaTy for us to withd'raw completely 
from those 'organizations which stand ,for compromise 
with evil. His powerful exhor:tation to continued faith
ful-ness to the Lord and to His· Word will not soon be 
forgotten. 

On Sund'ay morning, February 10th, Dr. Kinney de~ 
livered an 1nspirin~ and enlightening message on the 

/. 
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Satan's Effort to Confuse 
. \ 

/ .. 

MANY and varied have ·been t'he attempts of the Devil 
th.rough the years to confuse, confound, and thwart 

the programme and purpo'se of God for His people, His· 
Church and the world. Most successful of all his deceits 
has .been lthat of pervers"ion rather than outright denia!, 
though the latter inevitably follows the acceptance o;f the 
former. To Eve in the garden, he first insinuated. into her 
mind the thought that she might 'have pos'sibly misinter
preted God's Word of prohibition. Then, as soon as she 
accepted the insinuation, Satanic denial followed, and the 
tragic record reports, "she did eat and gave to her hus'
band also.'" With what resuI,t, o'bserve society today, as 
well as in any day 's"ince the acceptance of the Satanic 
dec~it. 

Since the turn of the current century, we have, in the 
chur!!h, . run the gauntlet o.f Unitarianistr;l, Modernism; 
Liberalism, Neo~Ol'thodoxy, Middle-of-the-roadism, and 
Neo-EvangelicEllism. Unitarianism, . as such~ has long 
since been discredited in the public mind, ~but has been 
successfully perpetuated, essentially, under. the guise of 
modernism or liberalis~, and, in effect, in.the rest above 
na.med. _ 

ISM; and economic PATERNAUSM. Being of the earth; 
earthy, ~eil' movements' must of nece§.,sity be divorced 
,from a "thus saith .the Lord." But, to give them a heav
enly a.ura, thus to deCeive the unwary, they prate of "the 
K:ingdom of God on earth," and, -to give ,them a heavenly 
smell, for the 'benefit of those. who co~sider perfume a 
substitute for cleanliness, they prate of aIr this being "in 

.the spirit OIl the MaSter." . '. ' --. 
Then; ,in order to .protect . themselves from exposure by 

"-truth 'squads" of Biblicists who. 'get out the DDT of the 
Word of God for the ·purpose of "pest control", they set 

· up asyatem of sneer and smear. In the public press they' 
use the '.'sneer" approach, labelling Biblicists as "rigpt
ists" and "fa'SCists",. etc. In their religiolis periodicals 
they use the "smear" approach, labelling Biblicists as 
"apostles" Or.f . d,j.s'Co~", "protestant underworld," ignor-
amuses, etc. . ': ,_. , 

So the battle continues. . Nor wili it 'abate or modify' 
with th~ pa·ssing of time.·It wiU worsen as'the years; go 
by, for each day brings us closer to the COIning again of 
Ollr Lord Jesus ·Christ, Who; Himself, decla·red that the 
days preceding, wiH "wax worse. and worse". In -the' 
meantime, reader, develop YOUR "awareness" to the 'hiss 

/ 

Now, another approach is being made in >the age-old
effort of" the Devil to get men occupied with other than 
the truth of the Gospel. It is to get professing Christians 
to turn from it "Biblical 'THEOLOGY to 'a humanistic 
SOCIOLOGY. Thus, the test of ,Christian Faith is now 

of the serpent. "Believe not every spirit (voice) 'but TRY _ 
the spirits w'hether they be of God for many FALSE 
PROPHETS' have gone out into the world." 1st John 4:1. 
"Keep yourselves (-rom' IDOLS." 1st John '5 :21. 

l' declared to I'est, not in something one BELIEVES but 
• in something one DOES. It all ;fits in, of cours'e, with 
the mass indoctrination by the self-styled Liberals, of the 
totally UNBIBLICAL dream-. of ",the universal brother
hood of man under the universal fatherhood· of ·God." It 
is called j'awareness" on. the part of "Chl'istians" to 
"social justice". :.' 
.. ' In order to beguile born:again ibelievers in Jesus Christ, 
who, though' they may not be able actually to put their 
finger' on the error, but who "smen 'something rotten," 

.. ~such proponents of humanistic sociology make much Orf 
"the Bocial implications Orf the gospel," a's they· put it, 
wres·ting from' .its 'context such a statement of .Ohrist a's 

~ / 
-DR. KENNETH R. KINNEY, in Counter Attack~ 

\ 

CON'FE'SSION A CONDITION OF BLE'SSING 
When :lob wasconfes'sing his sin, God. turned h'is cap

tivity and heard his prayer. God will hear our prayer 
and turn «;)ur 'captivity when we take oul' true place· 
before Hi~, and confess and forsake our transgressions. 

· It was wl1'en Isaiah cried out before the Lord, "I am 
undone," that the blessin.g· came. I It was. when David 
said;-·"I have sinned !" that God 'dealt -in mercy with .him. 

· Jonah was ~ast 'into the sea, .and: th!!re was an ease in' 
the '$hip; Achan 'was stonen 'and the plague was stayed . 
Out 'wi,th Jona'h, out with Achan; 'apd,there will follo~ 
ease and quiet in the soul p,resently.-MoODY. / 

. "inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these ye did it unto 
me," as p'roof' from the BIBLE, (the- divine inspiration 
of which they deny though not hesitating to "use" the. 
Bible wherever and whenev~r it suits their purpose,) 
tIb.·at the whole approach is !CHRISTIA~ and BIBLICAL. 

No one knows better than the Biblec.:believe.r that. the -
;faith of Jesils Christ has a definite ethic, 'and that "as 
tar as you hav:e opportunity do good unto all men; espe
cially unto them who are of the household of faith." BUT 
HE also knows' that there 'is a 'properalignment of the 
cart and the 'horse, namely, "·Seek ye FIRST the King: 
dom of God and HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS." Matthew .... 
6 :33. This, the Liberal does not do. He pays lip service 

The Gospel Witness Fa~ily 

, has the happy privilege of studying similar por
tions of the Bihl«; together, and prayitig for com
mon objectives together. BUT WE. MUST/ 
INCREASE. 

~ . 
to "the F:ATHER," and "the MASTER", believing noth
ing Biblical about either. Since, therefore/he ha's nothing 
BIBLICAL to present to the people;ihe must have SOME
THING which he-can pawn of;fas be'ing Ohristi'an, so 
presenting a ·CARE package as a substitute for CHRIST. 

This accounts for the so-called' LIBERAL ciergymen· 
being·in the forefront of such movements a'sCO-EXIST
ENCE with RED-Clergymen; 'so-called PROGRESSIVE 
education; to,tal RA:CIAL integration; .political SQ.CIAL-

\ 

Send us NAMBS - NAMES - NAMES 

lv,;.en you have finished' reading this ropy of 
THE GOS~EL WITNESS, pass it on to some
one else., n you can use additional} copies we 

. should be-glad to supply th~m. Sp~d the 
truth. 
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(Report of Sennon preached on Sunday morni~g, 22nd November, 1953, in Westminster Chapel, London) 

./ Psalm miii, 21. and ~ _I 

WE ARE considering this man's analysis of himsel·f, the truelaint as' the way in 'WI~ich' he examines himself, 
after Ihe had come to 'himself as the result of 'going faces 'himself, and deals ruthlessly with himself, This man 

to the sanctuary of God. You remember that this man did s'o, and he had to admit that seld: was realfy the source 
had gones'adlyas'tray in. his thinking in .three main' of his troubles: Then he discovered this other very in-

. 'respects. He had comple'tely misup.derstood the position teresting thing, that when self is in control in that way 
of tire ungodly. He p'ad regarded them as objects of it generaUy happens that the heart takes control of the 
envy because h'e saw their prosperity; he had been con- 'thinking. It is a very sad state of 'affairs when our 
trasting their condition with h'is own 'and so he had beeli" minds are governed by our hearts. That was never meant 
guilty of being "envious at' the foolis'h". Likewise, and to be the case. The mind, the understanding, is man's 
a~ the ,result of t4.at, he had',been guilty of th'in'lcing very supreme gift; it is undoubtedly a part of the image of 
wrongly about God, and God's attitu<ie towards "him and -God in Ip.an. The power to reason ang to understand and 
God"s. prom'ises to His people. And as the result of that, to think and to ·know why we do things, and whether or 
of course, he clearly had, .been guilty of thinking'in a v~ry not we ought to be doing them, is one.od: the tlthig's that' 
'Wrong way a!bout hims·elf., In other ,words, 'this man d,ifferentiates man from animals. So when we find our
having started with ~lie simplEl observation of the ~p- selves, if I may use suc}i'a term, thinking emotionally we . 
parent success of the 'ungodly had gone completely wrong are in a very bad condition. This man had got into· that 
in all his thinking, and he h·ad been going round in that eondition when ·the hea·rt came before the head. The 
miserable circle, wh~re nothing seemed to be right. He Bible is verywconcerned, about this, and its teaching evei:y
was on 'the point of expressing.h·imself about it, but he where i~ that we~hould'always guard the heart, because" 
didn't for the reasons we li·ave~ considered. But he still "out of it are the Issues 'of life" .. That means that it shan 
wasn't happy unti'} he went to the House' od: God. where be under the cdntrol ()f truth, so we are urged to "seek 
'Ie pegan'to think 'spiritually and to see 'that his thinki.ng wisdom" and to "get knowled'g.e", We must never give 
,had 'been wrong, and 'especially in these 'fliree main re- 'the ilnpression that people becom'e Christian by ceasing 
spects. We/have already considered the first, how his _ to think 'and, by just respon~ing to their hearts. A Chris-

,. thinking about the ungodly was put right, how he. saw I tian is one who b~lieves and accepts and surrenders him
.' that they were really objects of pity ra1Jher th'an of envy, self- t9 th'e Truth. He sees it, is moved by it and 'acts 

"'" because they were set in such slippery places and ,because upon it. ·The term ''heart'' in ,Scripture does not mean 
their 'end was to"be doom and disaster. So' he ended by· t'he.emolions only, but includes the mind, and repentance r 
,feeling 'sorry for them instead of envying them. At the means a change of mind. 
s'ame time ihe came to see the truth about 'God, about . .. - 'I. 
GQd's greatness and God's love, 'and about God's~ great 
power and what God is 'going to do. Let us now go on to consider 'WHAT THIS MAN DIS-

'Then here in. these :two verses he tens us how he came COVERED ABOUT HIMSELF in detail. He tells us in 
to see that he had been entirely wong also in his think- these two vers·es.' The first thing he discovered when he 
ing about_himself. We began 9ur consideration of ,that really saw the'position truly was that HE HAD'VERY 
last time .• The 'points we then made were these. The LARGELY BElEN PRODUCING HIS OWN TROUBLES, 
first big thing he discovered was that 'seIrf a:f.terall is the and Ihis own misery and his own unhappiness. 'He found 
real trouble, and i,t is 'because self tend§, to get into 'con-' in the sanctuary of God that it was not really the ungodly 
irol that we 'have so many of our difficulties and prob- at all. it was 'himself. He found that h'e had, to use our 

_ lems and· perplexities ·in this Hie. That 'is th'e key to phrase, "worked himself up" into this condition. Now' 
everything. We emphasized that this man was very' _let me give you the evidence for that. Verse 21· .reads in 
'honest with himself, indeed he was quite brutal with the authorized· version.- '~hus my heart was grieved and 
himself. We are going to ,see that still more this time. I was pricked in my reins'.'., This translation rather sug
He djd not take a mete ~ursory glance at himself' and ge:t,\s that ·something had happened to his heart, s01De
then .forget all about it and go on to 'something else; he thing had happened to his reins, his kidneys - another 

/ just stood. and l'ooked at himself, he looked ste~dfastly into seat ()f the feelings' and. emotions according to ancient 
that mirror and faced ,himself down to the s.mallest detail. psychology. But actually what th-is man ~aid .. was some
He. flinc'hed at nothing.' Tha't is absolutely essential. thing sUg'htly different. These words which are used 
There is nopos-si.ble growth ip. the Christian life unnrss in the 21st verse are reflexive. What he is saying is that 
we a,re rui'ltlessly honest with ourselves. Self-exam ina- he h'ad done something to 'himself. He was saying: "I 
tion is, ··perhaps," of all the aspects of the 'Ohristian 'li~e have soured my heart." He had done it himself, and as 

, the one most neglected today. This is partly because of regards the' reins 'you can translate l.ike this: ~'I was pre
_ erroneous teaching, but also because,we do not like doing .paring for myself a piercing pain." He 'had been doing it 

anything that is painful to ourselves. There 'is no ques-.. himself. He had been stimulating his own'heart, 'he had 
tion about this teaC'hing. Nothing is so char~cteristic of' been exacerbating his own trouble, he thad been souring' . 
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his, own feelings. He himself had really ,'been producing an attack ofaS'thma; others cannot ,be near a ,field Orf hay 
'his own" trou9les and giving ,rise to 'this' piercing pain ,without having an attacK of hay fever, their eyes water, 
which he had been enduring u'ntil he 'went into the sanctu- etc. You' are familiar with all that. What is the m~tter? 

" ary of God. Now this.is clearly a very important and vital' 'The authorities s'ay it is the pollen in-the air: But it is 
" 'principle. The fact is, and'must we not, all confess it in l not simply ,the paHen of CO)lrs,!!" because other, people can 

the presence of God at ~is 'moment, 'that w,e tend ,to pro- walk in the ,same ,field and nothing happens. The, pollen
, duce and exacerbate our I own' trou'bles,. We, of, CO,urse, is there, but the point' is itJuit these people sufifer from 

tend to say, as this m'an' had 'be'en saying liefore he went hay fever not because of the pollen 'but because they are 
" to the sanctuary of- God, that it "is that, thing '-outside us hyper-sensitive, they are allergic. Now that is the kind 

that produced aU the trouble., But it is not that thing at of thing: this man discov~red. ,But he goes beyond 
, all, it is us. I remember realting once a pht;ase which I that, and' rightly so. He·"says that he worked' up the 
think, puts this point quite weH: "his npt lid'e that ma-t- 'sensitivity," indeed hyper-sensitivity. It can be done .' 
ters, but the courage that you bring to it." Now I do quite easily. You can make you,r heart hyper-sensitive, " 
not accept that philo'sophy' of courage, but I am quoting you 'can tend it and' fondle it, and the more ;you do so the' 
the phrase because, thou'gh it is wrongly stated, ·there is more' your heart' will like it, 'and, the J;Ilore sensitive and 
an essenti'al (jf'truth in it: "It-is not life'that matters'" sorry it ,will be for itself. You can so work it up hito this 

'-well; ,what m'atlers? It is you and I ~md -the way we condition th'at the slighteSt thing will cause tro,uble at ' 
face it, the way' we react, our behaviour with respect to once. If 'you strike, 'a match --..: just one match - in a 
it. I can provethil-t quite simply. You may se'e two p~r_ -'barr~l' of gunpawder there will ,be a terrible ex'plosion. It 
sons living exactly the same sort of life, facing the same is not t1,J.e· match that cOunts primarily, it is the barl-el 
'conditions precisely; and yet the' two persons are very dif- otf gunpOwder. 

, !ferent" one' is, bitter and 'sour and, grumbling and com-," • ) -
- - plaining, the other -is ca:lm and q'uiet and quite happy 'Tha"t is the kind of thing this man discovered. He had 

and composed. Where is the"difference? It is not in the been tOtally wrong in his 'thinking a.b,out the ungodly. He 
conditions, ,if i's Jiot in wh'atis ifiappen'ing'to them; it ,is thought ,tihat, they alope were the cause 0:(. his 'problem. 
something in them; the difference is in the two persons. But he discovered that it was not anything of the kind.' 

'\ . , -, He had worked up his hea-rt .-into this foolish condition, 
Now this can be proved abundantly. 'I'here is that he was hyper-sensitive~ ,And so h'e was in such 'a state 

couplet that puts)t ,so well. "T\y<qnen looked oQt from ,and Condition that,'when the slightest thing went wrong 
... prison bars. The one -saw the mud, the other stars". it would',cause' an explosion. r am sure we all realize the 

,". ~Now Jhe ·two persons ~ere :in the sa~~E(l1 looking out truth of what .. 1 ani saying, but the qu'estion is, do you 
through the' same ,bars, ~ut, one, you see, ~ooked at the" see you,rself doing ,th~t,? ,Evety time you' ta:J.k to yourself 
mqd, the oth'er" saw the stars. It IS notJife" it is:n6t,:the 'about 'yourselnio you feel sorry ,for you,rself?' If so you 
cireuptstances, it i's not th'e ungodly; it is,'not,these things, 'are doing this thingthat"tb'is man had been doing to 
it is us. This man di~covered, all that, that he ha-d"been himself; yo,u are increasing 1fu.is morbidity and,11-yper
creating and eXB:gg~rating and exa:cerba,ting his own _ 'sensitivity, 'and you are PJ:m>aring' you,rself for It'painful 

"C ,troubles. He had been soured, in His own heart. 'God experi-ence. This is What ~called masochism. 'You are 
knows' we all tend to be guilty of the salr\e'thing. It is f.amHiar,with th'at kind of , perversion of:,wh-ich we are all 
not the thing itsel!f that matters. The particular thing is more or 'less guilty. It is a strange th'ing about human 

. there, of cou,rae, but it is very important 'that we ,should ' nature it is one of the appalling consequences of the Fa}l 
reali'ze that it is, the way in which we react to that thing that w~ tllke this perverse deliglbt a's -it were in hurtin~ 

\ ~ _ that determines What is going to happen to U!" not m'erely ourselves:' It is a most peculiar' thing', out ~e 'enjoy our' 
th~-thing 'itself. W~ 'have a phrase which I ,~l'ink puts ~n ,mis!'!ry becau'se, whilel we are enjoying' it, We are' 
thIS very well. We say of a c-ertain type ofperaon: "He also- pitying ourselves at th-e' same' tinie. That is' where 
is always making 'a mountai~ ,out of a molehill." Qu~te the subtlety of it aU comes in.' While we are thorou'ghly , 
right. That is exactly what -thi-s man was doing --.: making mi'sera'ble and unhappy thereJs a sense in Which we hold 

,a mountain out of a molehill. There ~as ~me'thing there, on to 'it :because 'it 'gives a kind, of perverted ,enjoyment: 
of cour,se; even a molehill is' -some'th'ing. There must be We are stHl protecting self and magnifying selt: 
something to work on, but the thing itself was very small, I • "_ ' 

, it really was just a molehill. But this man wa's ma-king a This man found all that in- the' sanct,uary of God. He 
mountain ,Or! it, he had'wo.rked' it up into a mountain: 'Re ' ha~' been grieying himself,; he 'had produced his own 
theref<?re thought that 'he was confronted by a mountain, misery a?d ~e.!had kept i~ up: He I},a.d exa'gl!~rated t~e • 
ortrouble, but he wasn't ,real,ly. He has' turned the mole- whole thmg Instead of !facIng ~t honestly._ He was not In 
hill into a mountain. ISO it 1s th'at' we bother/ourselves . aU this great trouble, he wa,lf not ,having a hard time; he, 

, and agitate ourselves and get into t'bis cond'ition. was just loo~ing at t'hin.gs 'in such: a way ,as to give, h~m-
: ...' ,.".. self a hard tIme ~ foolIsh man that 'he was! Are we nol 

We have another phrase WhIch d'escribes It. We say ~at 'all Ii'kehim at times - foolish creatures that we are. 
''We b~ome worked ?P': about 'something. Now that is r' " ,". _ . ". - ,. . . 
not qUIte accu,rate, It IS not 'so much that we becom-e , N.ow the OPPOSIte to all tins, IS that blessed condibop " 

, . wo,rked up as: 'that we ~ork ourselves up. In other words, which -is described by th.e Apqstle Paul in the 4th chapter 
the reaction is too big for -the stimulus. Tha-t is ,obvious- of tJhe Epistle to the PlhilippiaD's', verses 11 to 18. He puts 
ly l'he case because we are not properly balanced, we are it 'Uke this: "For I 'have -Iearnedin whatsoever state .I 
not in a right condition, we are hyper-sen,sHive. I could . am ~erewith to-be content; I know both how to be ~based 
i11ustnite thi's endlessly. Everybody today i~ talking and I ,know how to abound; ever,ywhere in alI things I am 

,'about being allergic to things: That is' orie of th-e current instructed botQ. t() be full 'and, to be hungry, 'both to 
phrases. Now what -does that mean,? It means that vou abound and to suffer ,need'. lean do aU1Jhings through 
'are hyper-sensitive. There are 'some people ,for insta-nce CJl.ri-st which strengthene'th ,me." In other' words, h'e has 
who cannot be in the same room as a cat without having arrived in a condition in which he is no longer hyper-

" . 
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'-' sen'S'itive. He ... ·is ,in a condition in whiCh it does not matter 
very much what happens to him; "it·is not !going to<dis. 
turb pim. "I have -learned in-whatsoever, state I am 
therewith to be content." That is the position in whiC'h 
all of us who are Christi-ans_should be. The man who is 
not a Christian cannot possi;bly be·there and i-s. not there. 
He is like a barrel of gunpowder; you never know when 
there is going to be an exPlosion. The slightest pin-prick 
causes all the trouble. - hyper-sensitive because of self. 
But the Apostle Paul had· rememb~red what our Lord 
puts first to His disciples, namely: "If any mali would 
be My disciple, leth'im deny himself". Self must be put 

- out first. Then ·"tak~ up the cross and follow ·Me". Be
causesel{ is dethroned and put into the background, the 

'- disciple is not hyper-sensItive ·and. these things do not 
cause troubles and alarms and explosions. He is ,balanced 
beca:use self is purl; out and he is living for Christ: 

- Let us elramine ourselves in the Hght' of this. Thin'k
of all your ,g.ri.~van~es, think of all Y9ur ~ardSlhips and 
aU the slights and insuIts and aU'the rest o;f the 'things .we 
think have 'been heaped. upon us, and all the misunder
standings. Let us face them in the light of all this and 
I.thi'nk we shall see at a glance that it is ra'ther a miser-

. able and sorry business. It is all worked up. There ·is 
nothing there- really; it is just making a mountain out 
&f a molehill. Ii' we couo}d- but make a list of the things 
i'h'at have upset' us how ashamed"we should be. 'How 
small, how petty we cali be! _ 

. rr ~ 

Let 'us leave it at that, and, let us go on to sometli'iIlg 
else. 'Fo'r the n'ext thing this man d·iscovered was THAT 
HE- HAD BECOME STUPID. The au"thorized version 
translates verse 22 as': ' "So foolish was I". Now that word 

. really· m~ans "'Stupid". A 'much "oetter word is it not? 
He. was like.,:. a bea'st, utterly irrational, beh·aving in a 
stu'pid, absurd manner. But ,this ·i·s always' true of this 
condition that we are describing and analyzing .. 'What 
does it mean exaclly? He says: "So stupid was -I and 
ignorant." "I wa'S" ...,...: he repeats the empha'sis ~ "I was 

,as ·a bea·st before Thee." Again -let us note· his honesty 
and truthful 'de'alings with ·himself. He does 'not spare 
himself ~t all; 'h'e has· seen t'he 'truth about himself and 

" he 'states it - "I was·as a beaBtbefore Thee." . 
"What does it mean? Let u's analyze it like this. It 

means first 'and (oremost that he ~ behaving in-
8tinctively. Wh'at 'is. 'the difference between a beast, an 
an'imal, and a man? I have already h'inted at the answer, 
that surely ·God's. supr.eme gift to man is und'ers·tanding 
and reason and the power to th,ink. -11J,eanimal may be 
h'ighly in'telUgent, 'bu't the animal lacks th~t true~quaHty· 
and fa'CUlty of reas<!n, the power to stand outside itself, 
to consider itself 'and Jo consider what 1t is. doing. It 
is man alone Wh,!) can do that, and th;tt is' a part.of the 

. image of Godin man. But the an·ima·l 'ooes not do that. 
the animals acts instinctivelY. There is no question about 
that. I need not waste time in giving an 'illustration of 
what I mean, but take the 'question of the mig.ration of 
the birds - swallows, etc. - that come to 'usin the 
'spring and. g.O 'to' a warmer clime for the winter. There 
'is very Httle doubt but· ·that it has been proved. quite 

. scientifica;Ily th'at it 'is not so 'muc'h intel1igenee as in
stinct t'hat governs that. In other .'words. 'anim'al be
'haviour is a matter, of instinctive response to a given 
stimulus. Well, th.hi man 'teUs us that he had' been be-. 
having li'ke that. In other words, be did not stop -to think, 
he did not stop to po,gder and reason about it. To be 

........ 
stupid means riot to think 10gicaHy and not to. think 
clearly. You and I are me'ant to think logically, we are .. 
meant to think rationaHy, we are meant -to t'hink con~ 

. 8eCutively. But t'his vran had not ·been ·thinking li'ke that, 
he had been like the animal. The animal jumps ·to con
clusion's, he respond-s at once without 'any. inter.val to the 
·stimulus.The Psa~mist had been doing,that. And we all 
must see, w'hen we begin to think a:bout this, how subject 
we an ·areto tMs. It is very un-Christian,' however. -

One of the great difference!! hetween a 'Christiari and 
a non-ChristIan ,should be that the .Ohristian always puts 
in an interva.J betwe-en the stimulus ,and the response. 
The Christian should always put everything into another 
context. He should think about it, h'e should not jump 
to conclusions, he should .work the thing out. In other 
words; and ·surely this is very vital and important, one 
()rf the haH-marks of the Christian Slhould ·be the capacity 
to ·tJhink 'and to think logically, to thirik clearly and to 
think spiritually. Now is, not that the whole object of the 
NElw Testament' Epistles'? Wlhat do. they 'Say? They 
reason with us. These Epistles were 'given to<::thristian 
people -like ourselves who had their problems and per
plexities, and what they an 'say i·s just I tMs: "Don't just 
react. to these/things; think about them, put t'hem into 
'the 'pu,rposes of 'God; relate them 'to the Whole view of 
sa:lv·ation and -the 'Christian Hfe: 'and having done that 
you will find, that you will think a/Dout them in a differ
ent way." T'he Christian is ·a man Who thinks in a differ-
ent manner (rom the non-Christian. . His thinking is 
logical, it i's clear, 'it i-s calm, it 'is controlled, it is bal
anced·, and above everything else it is ·spiritual. He thiiiKs 
every:thing out in terms of this great truth that he has 
here in the New Testament. But:the animal cannot do 
that. '~I was a's Ii beast before Thee, I was stupid." That 
kind- of behaviour is not only like an anima-l's, it is more 
or less like a child's also. A ehild behaves like that because 
i~ reasoning faculty has not suffi,d@ntly advanced and 
developed. It jumps to ~onclusions, it reacts to stimuli 
like 'the animal. It has to be trained to think and to 
reason, and not to be stupid. 

Another way in wihJch h.e found that he 'had been stupid 
was this. He found that he 'had obviously held an idea of 
the godly Ufe which' was quite fal8e. He desired pleasui'e 
the w'hole time and thought that his life was to be one 
long round of sunshin-e and. happines'S. Tha:t was :What 
had made him compla:in a.Dd say: "I have cleansed my 
heart in vain and waS'hed. my hands -in 'innocency" and 
"For all the day long have I been plagued ·and chastened 
every morn·ing".Let me put this quite bru-taUy and 
pIainly. Is not tllis true of all of us? We tend' to take· 
aU the 'gifts and the plea'sures and the h'appiness' and the 
joy without 'saying much to 'God- a100ut it. but the moment 
anything goes wrong we begin to grumble. We ta'ke our -
iltealth and strength, ou.r fOo.1i and cloth'ing and our loved 
ones, aU' for granted; but the moment anything goes 
wrong we start grumbling and· complainhig ·and we say: 
"Whys'hould God do tMs to me, why should this happen 
to me?" How slow .. we are to t·hank, how swift to grumhle. 
But that is Uke the animal,i-sn't it? The 'animal likes to 
be petted ·and. patted, he eat·s and enjoys h'is food, ibut the 
moment you correct him he does not like it'. That is 
typical o,f the animai, and it is· typi~ of the child out· 
look. The (fuild will take all you -give -it, 'but if you' with· 
hold something it wants it resents it. That i·s ibeing 
'stupid, that is the failure to' think, that -is the childi'sh. 
stupid, beastly attitude. But how true it is'; if wa's trli-e, . 
of this man and it is_true of·us. . 
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Let.!IDe put i'tJike this-:' This mim had. been'taking the' because we dislike pain. Bdt if we -thou-ght, if we were 
.. blessings and the-loys for -granted'. We an seem .to as-sume not .stupid, we wouI.d. even thank Go~"' fol" the pain. We 
that we ·havea right to these things and that we should would say with th-e man of the 119th Psalm: "It is good 
have them always. Therefore the moment t'hey are denied: (or me that I 'have been aff.licled." I sometimes think that 
us we begin to question 'and· to query. Now what the there is no 'better test of th.e Christian position than just 
Psalmist should- hlW"e done was this. He should have said : th~t, that we can -ev.en thank 'God for -trials andi troubles 
"I am a"godly man, I believe in God. lam living this an~d for chastisement, because we see that they have been 
godly life and there 'are certain 'things I . know about the' used of God to bring us nearer and closer to HimsiM 
Character of God. There is no question about that. Now ."' . . 

. certain painful things are 'happening to me, and I' 'see III. 
that the case. of the ungodly is· very differ-ent. But of Let us' 'hutty to the ne:X:t thing ·this man found ~bo.ut 
course there must be' some very good reason for this.", himself. It 'is that HE WAS IGNORANT. That is not 

"TIlen he should begin 'to seek for reaSons, and. to look·for . the -same thing. To be stupid and ignorant is not the 
an explanation. Had he done so he would undoubtedly , s'ame :thing, but stupid-ity usually leads to ignorance. This 
have a·rrived at this 'Conclusion, t1l'at God had some pur- man was ignorant about t!he true pos-ition of the un
pose in all this. We have already considered some of g?dly, ~e was ign~rant about God,.he was ignorant about 
those reasons. He would ''h-ave to come to the corfclusion ~llmself, and was Ignorant al'so about the very miture Q.f 
that even though he may' not understand: it, God mu'st the .life he was living. He had: become ignorant about t'he 
have -a reason, because God never do"es anything in an whole purpose 'of godly Hving. As I have just been say- . 
irrational manner. He would 'have s'aid: "I am certain ing, the trouble with us is that we do not see the whole 
of tJhat, and. therefore; whatever the 'explanation is, it pu·rpose. of t!he ·Christian life. Let me sum it up by put
is not the ·thing I fil"st thought of". He would nave ting it in th~s fo~. If you and I react as th'is man re
thought it .out. But how s-]ow we -are to do 'that.' We seem acted to tri'als and troubles, in the Jast analysis there 
to think·that 'as ·Christian people we -should never have. is_only one thing to say ahout us:;~ahd that i-s that we are 
any trouble. Nothing should ever go wrong with us, we i-gnora.nt. What -are we ignorant of? We ai"e -i-gnorant of 

. should never have any.thing untoward happening to ,us at everyt-hing'the Bible s-ays, !ibout ·the godly liie, and we 
aB, and the sun shoul'd always be 'shiningabout us, ,and are,especially ignorant about tlie New Testament Epistles .. 

. all who are not Christian should· know constan.t trouble all of which have been written to en-lighten this ·particular 
and dif,ficulty. Htit the Bible has never promised us tl{at.. ignorance. So if we always g.r-umble and complain about 
It has -rat.her promised th'at "through many tribulations 'God's dealings with· us and' His chastisements we are 
we must enter the .kingdom of God". It says also: "Unto simply making the -confession either that we do not know 
you it is ~iven in t'he behalf of Christ not· only to believe our Scriptures at all, that we have never under-stood the 
on Him" but als1) to 'suffer for His sake." (Phil. 1, 29).. New Testament, or else that we a,re wilfully ignorant, 
. So the moment we begin to think, we see that the idea thatlwe .refuse to think and to apply what we know. We 
that came to us instinctively is auit~ wrong and u:t~erly see tJhese Boob, but we re.fuse to listen to the arguments 
.false according to the Bible's teaC'hin-g. " and we re~use to allow them to apply themselves to us. / 
} Let' me ·sum it all up by putting it like this: "I was "Ignorant." This man' says: "I wa-s :behavin.g as an ig-. 
stupid. I was as a beast before Thee." It rneans~tJhis. that noramus, I wa-s <be·havin.g -as if I knew nothing about Thy -
like beasts and animals, we always dislike discipline. We purpose~, I was behaving as Jf I were a mere tyro in 
never see the need. 'and, necessity ,for 'it; and whenever we these matters, as i,f I had never -read or heard the history 
are disciplined by God we always tend to object and even of the past".' And it is perfectly- true. The moment you. 
to question -and to query: God"s, love and ·God's goodnesE!. allow your 'heart 'and your feelings.to get into -control you 
Now that is -somet'hing which this man has described become hyper~sensitive, allergic in this 's~nse; and you • 
'Perfectly here when 'he s'ays that th-at is to behave like just behave as if you k:new nothing and beCome ignorant 
a beast. No one by nature'Ukes to be di-seiplined·. He and as a 'beas't in the presence 'of God. 
wants to go on responding t~ 'his instincts; he does.not 
Iil<e to be controlled. Animals always object;to. d-i-scipHne. 
and you have to train them and to be patient with them. 
Sometimes you have to be severe because they do not 
like di.scipline. Now t'l:l·is is 'Characteristic of the immature 
Ollristian. the babe in Christ. Such a perr:on ·rpsents di!'l
cip1i.ne, ·and yet :the answer to that ·is juStth-is. 'The author 

'of the E-l'lis'tle to the Hebrews does not hesItate to ··use a 
f!triking a~d -almost -surprising' phrase. He says:' "If yon 
are not experienCing chastis'ement there 'is only one ex
planatiqn for it and· th-at is you are not children of C!nrf 
vou are ba·st-ards." T'hat is what he sa:ys. (Heb. xii. In 
If you are ·a chUd of -God then you are certainly g'oing to 

- be disciplined. because God i-s prepari,ng you for holiness. 
He ,is not an indUlgent (ather who gives us sweets con-', 
'stantly and does, not care what happens to' us. God is 
holy, 'anli He is preparing us for Himself and for glory: 
·and bec·ause we'are what we are, and. because sIn is ·in Ufl. 

'and ·because the world is what it is, we' must needs np 
disciplined. ,So He sends' us .trials and tribulations in order 
;t~ulI us up, to conform us to "the image of His dear 
Son". Bu,t we do not like ii, and like the animal we squeal 

. ' 

• I: 

IV. 
~hat brings us to the final matter, which is the worst 

of all. Listen: "Thus IJ exacel'lbated my own heart and 
I prick:ed myself in -my reins 'and gave myself pain. So 
stupid was I -and so "ignorant, like an Ignoramus; indeed' 
I was as a beast berfore Thee." I t'hink that tJhat was 
the 'thing t'hat broke this A man's heart, and it is 'the'thing 
that ought to break all our hearts. Y6"u see, what- this 
man ·reali-sed in 1Jlre s·anctuary of God was this, that he 
had been 'thinking -all these horribie. foul, foolis'h, stupid 
.things actuaHy IN THiE PRF;:'S'ENCE OF ,GOD. "Before 
Thee." That is why he thought of himself a·s a beast. 
F·ancy t1hinkin,g these tlhings, and being Qnt'he point of 
s'aying them, 'in the presence of God. What he had for
gotten was this, tn·at God. is "the discerner' of the' 
thoug'p,ts and intents of t~e 'heart", 'and '''N either is there 
any creature that is- not manifest in Hi-s sight but aU 
things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with 
whom. we have to do". (lleb. iv. 12 and '13.)' If only we 
realized that, we should never behave again in the way· 
this man had d1)ne and we, to our shame, have often done . 
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You and I are always ·in the presence of God. When 

therefore you are sitting in your corner and feeling sorry 
;for yourself because you have been hurt, ·and bee'ause thios 
or th'at I}uis happened to you, just remember that all this 
is happening in the presence of :God. Ana when,.you ask: 
"Is God fair to me, .j·s it right that I should be suffering 

... an~ the other P$fs!,n .so prosperous?" remember ~u are 
dOIng that and-~InkIng that 'thought about God In the 
very presence of God., "Before Thee." This man 'had 
fOl"gotten the greatness of ·God. If you '·and I were only 
to remember t}1e greatness o;f God always there are som'e 
things we should never do again. When you realize you 
are bllt a fly, or 'a gras'shopper, or even less i.nthe pres
ence of the Almighty, and that He could remove you 'out 
of existence as if nothing had' happened, 'you wi.Il no 
longer stand .. up and flout yourself in His presence and 
hegin to question Him. We must l'ea:lize, in the words of 
a wise man of the Old· Testament,' thiit "God is in heaven 
and Y0ll: are on the earth". The.greatness of God. 

But, especially, we must remember ,the 'love o;f God. 
God 'is love. This man realized tha:t he was 'a very stupid, 
foolish man questioning the lo.ve of God. He o'wed every
thing to the love and 'goodness and .graciousness of God. 
So when you th'ink these hard, unworthy thoughts of God, 
remember that you ·are Hrinking about the One who so 
loved 'you that He sent Hi·s So.n into the world and even 
to the shame and agony of 'Ca~vary for you. Yet we think 

- these,thoug!hts of stich a God even tri"lfis very holy pres- . 
", ence. Just picture yourself sulking in the' presence of 

God, sulking like a spoiled child. Look at the little child 
sulking, look at the' animal.. How ridiculous they ~oo~. 
Well, multiply that"'byin;finity and think of yourself in 

..... the presence of this. 'almi'ghty, holy, -loving God. Oh, no, 
·there is nothing to he saId for this~ condition. ,This man 
is right; -he is. not being unkind to himseI1, he is saying 
.the simple :truth - "I was as' a beA"st, ignoraBt, utterly 
foolish". ' . _ f -

What is the opposIte of this ?'l can think of nothing bet
ter. than the cond,ition of the Prodigal Son after he came 
to liimself. I have no doubt that up to a point that poor 
,fellow thought he -had ·been hal'd-Iy dealt with. --He left' 
home in a huff. He wa~ gping to assert ihhpseIf, bu.t 
thi-ngs went wrong 'and' he thought he wa~ being harshly 
dealt with. Then he came to himself and he went home' 
and said : "Father, I h'ave sInned against heaven and 
before thee and I I1-m not worthy 'any longer to be called 
,thy 'son". That is it, that ~s jus't another way of saying 
exactly the same thing. Nothing ·to .recommend us, no 
excuses, we have 'just been unutterably stupid like beasts. 
We have failed to thin'k and to reason, we have' failed to. 
apply these Scriptures. It is this . !horrible self that has 
been in control, and ",e are ·so hyper-serisitive th'at noth
ing and no one is ri'ght bllt ourselves. Let us ;f~e it, 
let us unmask it, let us analyze it 'and put it in f,ront of 
ourselves. Let us look at it honestly and then be heartily 
ashamed of oursel~s. Then let us go to that -graciou's 
loving .God and acknowledge that we are as worms and " 
less before Him, that "we h·ave no claim 'upon Him' at 'an,: , 
and no ri~t to' His forgiveness. Let us tell Him that 
we do not wish to be healed quickly, that we feel that 
we do not deserve 10 be healed at aU. We began with that 
last 'time. I end with it now. The trouble wi·th many o;f 
us is that/we heal ourselves too:quickly. We feel wehave 
'a right to be forgiven. But the teaching o;f the Scripture, 
and the.. teaehing of the lives of the saints as they have 
faced' life, is that Uke .the Prodiga,l 'Son they ti'ave felt 

that th~y are unworthy of forgiveness. They felt that 
they, deserved· nothing but damnation, tha1 they had been 
like beasts in their 'stupidity, and that they"had no claim 
at all on God. Indeed, they were ;filled with amazem'ent 
th'at God, could forgive tlhem. Le1 us e:x;amine ourselves 
in the -light of that. Do we' rush back to' God feel'ing we 
have a 'right to forgiveness? Or do we feel we ,have no 
ri'ght to ask for forgiveness? That.is how thIs man felt, 
and· I suggest "that 'that is 1l0w the true Christian always 
feels at ;first. P·aul af.ter years of preaching looked back 
across the pa'st and. sa'id : '''1 am the chief of sinners". He 
was stiB' amaz~d' that' ·God could ever have forgiven him. 
Though 'he wals 'an Apostle, he 'sti'll felt as· it were that 
he could reeeive something ~n 'an evangelistic service! He 
was 'still reacting as a sinner, 'he was, stiB amazed ·at the 
wondrous Cross and the love of God in Jesus Christ our 
Lord'. "So stupid was I, so foolish; I was a's a beast 
before Thee." 

-The Westminster Record 

AN EXAMPLE OF FORGIVENESS, 
, , 

An old Christian black woman was going along the 
'sfreets of New York wIth a 'basket of apples that she had 
·for ·sale. . A rough sailor rart'against her and· upset the 
basket, and stood back e~pecting to hear 'her scold f.right
fully; but she stooped· down and picked up t~l'e apples, and 
§aid, "God fOl'give you, my son, as I do." 'The sailor saw 
the meanness of whaf he had done, feJt in Ms pocket for 
his money, and insisted tnat Slhe sho,uld' take it all. rhough 
she was black, he 'called 'her mothe~ 'and sa'id, "Forgive 
me, mother; I will never do anything so mean again." 
Ah! there i-s a power in a forgiving spil'it to overcome 
·all hardness. There 'is no way of conquering men like 
that o;f bestowing upon them your pardon, whethel' they 
will accep1'it or not.-TALMAGE. 

,\ \ 'HEDGE.:HOG FORGIVENESS 
TherJ. is an ugly kind. of forgiveneSB in this world

a kind o;f hed.ge...:hog forgiveness, ..shot out like quills. 
Men take one Who has offended, and set him do'Wn before 
the blowpi'Pe of their indignation, and scorch him, and 
burn his fault into him; and when they have kneaded him 
su,ff-iciently with their fiery fist, thoen ~ they forgive 
him.-BEE9HER. ' \ 
~-.. 
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H,ow' to'~Win Souls For Chi-'ist 
, ... , / ' 

(Part I) 
. '., "" An Address to Open-Air'Prea&ers by Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon, 

I T IS a grejit privilege to, have. to speale ~o so nobl~ a eyes,' "See,,,'to de,af ears, "Hear," to dead ihearts, "Live,'" -
!band of preachers; I wi!':h that 'I were more ;fit for 'and even to Lazarus, ·rotting in ,that ,grave, wherein by 

the tas'l~. Silver of ,eloquent speech' 'and gold. of deep this time he stin:keth,·....:.. "Lazarus,. come forth." Dare 
t'hought have I none;, 'bl,lt such as I 'have, give I unto you. we do '1fu.is? We shaH be wise: to begin wJth ,the convic-' 

Concerning the, winning of 'souls. What is it to win a- tion :that, we ,are utterly ,powerless for: :this !Inless our 
soul? I hope you believe in the old-fa'shioned way of Master has ~enl us, and is with us. But if He that sent .
sj'lvingsouls. Every-thing appears to. be shaken nowadays,' us is with' us, aU things a,re possible to him that oeliev
and 'Shifted from the old foundations. It seems that we .. eth. " 0 prea'c~e~" if' thou aort -about to 's'tand up to see 
are 'to evolve out 0If men the good .that is 'already in them: what thou cans't ~o, 'it will he t'hy wisdom to si.t. down: 
'muc'h good may you get if you attempt the process! I speedily; ,but if ·thou stan.q.est.up to-prove what,thine 
am afraid that -in -the process of evolution you will de- almighty. Lord and. Master can do through thee, then in- " 
velop devils . .I do not'know much 'else that will come out finite possibiHties'lie about thee!; Tlhere is no bound to 
'Of human nature, for manhood is as fuH of sin as an egg' wha't God can ·a~coniplish if He works by thy 'hear~ and, 
is full ,of meat; and the evolution C)f sip must be ever- ,vo}ce;. 'The other'Sah~ath ipol"I!.ing, 'before I entered the 
lasting mischief. We all believe 'th'a't we must go to soul- pU'lpit, when my dear bretliren, -the 'deacons B;nd elders,C)f 
winning, desiring in God's name to see aH ,things:made this church, 'gatJhered about me for prayer,' as t,hey, are 
new. This old crea:ture is dead and corrupt, and must be 'won't to do" one of t~eI!l 'said, "Lord; tak,e him 'as a man 
buried; and the sooner the 'better. 'Jesus 'has come that takes a ~oOI in his hand when. he gets a firm hold of it, , 
tJhere may be a passing away of the old th-ings, and. a . a~d 'then-use!;! it to wor~ hi~ o\yn ,will \yith it." .That is 
making of 'all things new. In the process' of our work, what 'all workers need; ·that God may he 'the worker _by 
we endeavour to, bless men .by trying 'to make them tem- ,them. You are to}be instruments in th~ h-an~s of God; 
perate; may God bless ·all work of that sort ! But we Yourselv.es, of course, as::tively putting forth all your 
should think ourselves to have failed if we had produced fa<!u.J.ties 'anq forces which ttJ.e Lord. has ;lent to you; . but 
a world 0If total abstainers and. had left them 'all un- stiH never depending upon your personal power, put rest
believers'. We drive at something more than temperance;' ing alone upon that s·acre,d, mysterious, divine energy 
for we 'beli'eve tha't II}en must be born again. It iot" good, . which w<!rketh in' us, and _by us,-an:ti with us, upon the, 
that even ~ corpse sh,ould be clean"a.nd theref.ore that t'he hearts.and niind~ ()f men... ' ' , ' ..... ' 
unregenerate shoU'ld' be moral. It would he a great bless- Brethren, we 'have .been g.reatly disappointed, have-we 
ing if they were cleans'ed of the vices which make tMs not, with .. some oJ ,our converts? We sb:a~l always be dis
ci.ty to reek in the nostrils of ,God and good men. But that appointed with them" so far as ,they are our converts .. We 
is not so much our work 'as this: that the dead in sin shaH greatly rejoice over them )'V'heI). they prove Jto be the 
·~hould live., thatspiritua'l ,life should, quicken them, and Lord's work When the, power of grace works in ,thee, ' ~ 
that· Christ should reign where the' prince of the 'power ("Glory!") 'then it will be, .'as my' brother says, ~'Glory!" 
of the 'air now hath sway. You preach, brethren, with a~d nothing else, 'but ·glorY; for 'grace :brings glory, but 
this object, that men may quit their sins, 'and fly to " mere oratory will only·create s'hain and sh·ame in the long 
Christ io·r pardon, th.at by His .blessed Spirif 'they may l1un. When we are preaching .. arid we ,think- of a veI"Y- \ . 
,be renovated, and become as muC'h in'love with every- pretty, flowery' pa'ssage, a ~ery ne~t, poetical I>~r,agra'Ph, 
thing that i,s 'holy as they are now in love wi:th everything I wish we couId be restrained by that 'fear which ac'ted 
.::that is sinful. You aim at a radicaI cu.re; the axe is laid upon P.aul wh'en he said that he' would not use the Wisdom 

. at .t'he root of 'the trees; t'he amendment of the old -n'ature of word, "lest the cr~s'S of Christ-s'ho)l'ld be made 0If none 
would not content you, 'but yo,u seek for the imp!lrting, effect." It is' the du'ty 'of .the gospel preaeher, indoors or 
by a divine power, of a new' nature, that those who 'gather outdoors. to say, "I 'can s'a,y: that very ·pre'ttily,' but t'he~ 
round you in the str~ets may live unto God. they might notice 'how J said it'; I will, thereforp.,.'so say " 

Our object is 'to turn .the world upside down; or, in it tha.t they wilf only observe the'intrinsic value 'of the 
other words, that where sin abounded. grace may' much truth which I would teach them." It is not our- way of 
more abound. Weare aiming 'a't a miracle:, it is weIl'to putting the gospel, ~or our met'hod of Hlustrating .It, 
settle that 'at'the commencement. Some bret'hren think whiclbwins souls; but, the gospel itseli does the' work in '. 
Vhat they ought to lower their nbte to the spiritual ability the hands of the" Holy Gnost,and to Him we ,must 'look, 
of the hearer; but this is a mistake. AccordIng to these for the thorough conversion ,of' men. _ A miracle is to be' '" 
brethren, you ought not ,to exhort a man to .repEmt,ana wroug'ht by Which our hearers shall lrecome,the products' 
believe unless you believe that 'he can, of ·himself, repent of that mighty power which God wrought in Christ when 
ana believe. My reply is' a cO,nfession :.1 command men -in. He rai'sed :Him from the ~dead, and, set Him at His own 
the name.oof Jes,us to repent and, believe the gospel, though right 'hatid in the 'heavenIy place. far above all prin~ipa]j.ty 
I know tlu!y can do nothing of the kind apart from t'he an;d power; and for this we must 'look' out of ourselves 
gra'Ceof God; for I am not sent to work according to to the living ·God. Must, we not ? We go in, then, lor 
what my private ·reason might suggest, but according to t'horough downri'ght conversion; and· 'therefore' "",e, fall 
the orders' of my Lord and Master. Ours is the miracu- back u'oon the power of"the Holy Spirit. If it be a mir~ 
lous method which- comes of 'the endowmentof the Spirit acle, God must work ''it, tJhat is 'Clear; it is no't to be ' 
of God, who 'bids His ministers perform wonders in the, accompii-shed by our ,reasonin'g, or persuasion, or -Fhreat
name oof the 'holy child Jesus. vye are sent to !lay to blind eni~g, it can, only ~me'froin ~e Lord. 
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In what iOay, since· the winning. of souls' lies here, can and to no other." 

we hopefully expect to be endowed with the Spirit Ot God, ~.rethren", th~ witnessing man, then, must 'himself be 
and to go forth .in His power? I reply, that a great deai saved, and' he. 'should be sure of ·it. I do not know. 
depends upon the condi.tion of· t'he man hiinself. I am w'hether you doubt your own salvation. Perhaps I should 
persuaded we ~ave never laid enough stress on th~ work recommend you 'to preach even when that is the case; 
of God within our own 'selVes in its rel'ation to our service since, if you ar.e not saved yoursel;f, you yet wish others 
of ,God .. A consecrated marl" may be charged with the . to be: You do n'ot doubt .that you once enjoyed full 
d.ivine energy to the fuU, S0 that everybody round about 'as'surance; and' l!0w, if you have sorrowfully to con- " 
th'im·mu-st perceive it. They: cannot tell what it is, nor fess, "AIas! I do not feel the full power of the gosl'lel on 
whence it comes,nor, perhaps, w.hith~r it Igoes; but there - my hear~," you can truly ad-d, "Yet I know that it is 
is I!omething about ttiat'-man which is far ibeyon4· the \ true, for I have seen it save others, and..1 know that no 
common order of things. At another time that s~me other power can save me." Perhaps even that ;faltering 
person may' be feebl.e and dull, ·and. be. conscious to hi'm-' te'stimony" so truly honest, might bring a tear into Your 

· 'self that he is so.' See! he shakes - himself as at opponent's eye, and make h:im feel 'sympatny for you. "I 
other . times, b~t he can do no mighty deed. It is clear preached," said John Bunyan, "sometimes without hope, 

. that Samson himse!f must be in a right cond.ition, or he like 'a Ilian in chains to men in chains, and when I hea.rd 
can win no victories. If the chaIilpio~'s locks be shorn, my own fetters rattle, yet I told others that there was 
.the Ph-Histines wiH laugh. ·~t ~im; it the Lord begone deliverance fo.r t'hem, .and t bade them iook to' the great 
from '/il man, he has no power left for useful service. Dear Deliverer." I would' not have s'topped Mr., Bunyan in 

· brethr~n, look carefully to your own condition 'before God. preaching so. At the same time, it is a great thing to 
Take care of the home farm; look well to your own flocks be "Bible .to· declare f·rom your own personal experience 
and 'herds;' Unles's you·r walk be clos.e ~ith God, unless you that the 'Lord hath ,bro·ken. the gates of bra'ss', and' cut the 
dwell in that clea·r light which surrounds the 'throne ()of bars of iron in sunder. Those w.ho hear our witnes·s sa'y, 

· God, and which is' only known to those who are in felIow- "Are you sure of it?" Sur.e of it?· I am as sure of it as 
ship wi'th the Eternal, you will g.o forth f~m your cham- I am su·re that lam 'a Hving man. They calI this dog~ 
ber, and hasten ·to your work, but n¢;hing wiH come of matism. Never mind about that. ·A man ought ·to know 
it. The ve.ssel,it is true, is but an earthen one; yet ·i.t what he is 'preaching about, or else let him sit down. If. _ 

....... ~as 'its place in the divin~ arrange.men't; hut it will not be I n:ad -any doubt about the matters I preach from thi'(' 
filled with the divine treasure unless it is a clean vessel, pulpit, IshouId -be ashamed to remain the pastor· of this 
and uiJ)ess in 'other respects .it is 'a ve$sel fit for 'the, M~s- church; bu.t I preach what I do know, and testify wh.at i 

ter's use. Let me s~ow yo~ some ways in wh'ich much I have seen. If I 'am mistaken I am heartily and in! 
must d'epend in. soiIl-winning upon ·the -man himself.. tensely mistaken; ·and. I risk 'my soul and all 'its 'eternal 

.- / interests' upon tile 'tru·th of wha't I preach. If the gos-
. I. pel c:;f what I preach does not save me, I shall never be 

. We .win some ~ouls.,-to C~t by acting as witnesses. saved, for what I proclaim to others is my own' personal 
We stand up a.nd,t~tiiy.for the· Lord Jesus cThrist con-. ground of -trust. I have no private lifeboat; tlhe ark to 
cerning certa:in truths. Now, I have. never had the gr.eat . which' I invite others holds my.self and all that I have. 
privilege 'of being bamboozled' by a barrister. j have A good witness ought himself to know aU that he is 
sometimes wondered what I should do if I were put intO gO'ing to say; he should feel himself at home in his .sub
the witness-cox to be . examined anq cross-examined. I jeet. He i·s brought up as a witness, say, in a certain 
th'ink I should simply g.tand !J.p, and tell the truth as far case of .robbery; he knows what he saw, and has to make' 
as I knew it, and should not make an attempt to display· a declaration of .that only. They begin to question h·im 
my w~t, or my language; or 'l!).y judlgment. If I simply· . about a picture in the house, Or the colour ()of ~ dress 
gave 'straightforward 'answers to his questions, I should which .was hangIng in the wardrobe. He ·answers, "You 
beat any lawyer under'heaven. But the dif.fjculty i·s, 'are going beyond my record; I can only witness ·to that 
t'hat so of.ten whEm ·a witness is .put into 1fue box; .he -is ·which.I ·saw." 'What we .do know,. and. w'h'at we do not· 
more consci.ous, of himsel'f than of what he has to. say; know, would make two veJ,"y 'large books, and we may 
therefore, he is sqon worried, teased, and 'bored, and·, by safely ask to be let ·alone a's ·to the second volume. ' 
losing his te~per, he fails to be a" good witness for the Bl'other, say' what you know, and sit down. But be 
cause. Now, you men "in the . open-air are often bam- calm and .composed w'hile speaking of ·that Witlh which 
boozled; the devil's ba·rris.ters are sure to come to you, you have personal acquaintance. You wiJol never prop,-' 

,he ·has a great number of them- constantly retained in 'erly indul'ge your emotions in preaching, so ·as to fee~ 
h-is service. The one th'ing you 'have to do Is to bear at fJ.ome with the people, until you are 'at home with your 
witness to the truth. , If you"enquire in your'own mind, .'subject. When ,you ,know· what you' aie at, you will 

. "How 'ShaH I answer" th'is man cleverly, so as to get a 'have you·r mind free for earnestness. Unless you open
victory over 'hi~?" you wHI not pe wil3e. A witty answer air preachers know the gospel from' beginning ·to end, 
is ,often a very proper thing; at the 8'ametime, a gracious and know where you are in preaching it, you cannot 
answer is be~ter .. Try to s'ay ~o ydilrself: "It does not, .preach with due. emotion; but when you feel at home 
~fter aU, matter wheth~r tJhat man proves me .to'be a Wi.th your doctrine, stand up and be as bold, ·and earnest, 
fool or not, for I know that already. - I am conten.t' to be and importunate as you please. Face the people' feeling 
thought a fool- for'Christ's sake, and nOt to cal'e about ,tjtat you are goipg t-o tell them something worth hearing, 

, my reputation: I, have to Ibear witness to what I know; 'about w'hich you are quite sure, which to you 'is your 
·and. 'by the pelp of God. I w.iU do,so right ibolply. If the' very liife. There are honest ib.·earts in every outdoor 
··in.terrupter questions me about other things, I shall tell a's~embly, and. every indoor assembly, too, th'at only want 
h·im that I do not come to bear. witness about other mat- to 'hear' honest beliefs, and they wiU accept them and be 
ters,~blit this one 'thingl do. To one point I wiU speak, led ·to 'believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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But you are not only witnesses, you are. pleaders lor 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, in a pleader, much depends 
upon the man. It 'seems as if the. si'gn and token of 
Christianity in some preachers .was not a tongue of fire, 
but a block of ice. You would not like to have a bar
rister stand u·p and plead your cause in a cool, deliberate 
way, never showing the slighte!!t care about whether you 
were found "guilty of murder or acqui.tted. How could 
you endure his indifference when you yourself were 
likely to be hanged.? Oh, noJ you wish to 'silence such a 
false advocate. So, when a man has' to speak for Chirist, 
if he is not in 'earnest, 'let 'him 'go to bed. You smile; 
but is it not 'better that he ·should go to Ibed than send 
a w.hole congregation.to sleep without their going to bed·? 

· Yes, we must he in downright earnest. If we are to pre
vail with men, we must love them. There is a geDl,line 
love to men ·that some have, and there is a genu:jne dis
like to men that others have. I know gentlemen, whom 

, I est~em in a way, who seem to think ·that the working 
classes a·re a sihockingly had lot, to 'be kept in, check, and 
governed with vigour. With such views they will ne-ler 
convert workingmen. - To win men, you must feel:. "I 
am'one of them. If they are·a sad lot,1 am one-of them; 
· if -they are l{)st sinners,'1 'am one of them; if they need 
a 8aviour, I ·am, one· of .them." To the very chief. of sin
ners you should preach with- tliis text nefore you,. "Such 
were 'some of you." Grace alone makes us to differ, and 
that grace we preach. Genuine love to God and fervent 
'love '. to man make up the great quaJi;ficatio~s for a 

" pleader. 
I 'further believe, although certain·:'-persons deny it, 

that the influence of fea,r is to be exercised over the 
minds of men, and that it.ought to operate upon the mind' 

·----of the preacller himl:lelf. "Noah, move_d with fear, pie-
· pared. an ark to the 'saving of his hOJlse." There was 
salvation ;for this world from perishing in the flood in 
the fears of Noah; and when a' man gets 'to· fea·r for 
others, 'so that his heart cries out, "They wiH perish, 
they wilt ·perish, they will sink to' hell, they will 'be for
ever baniShed from- the presence of the Lord," and when 
this· ,fear ~ppresses his soul;anc!. weighs, hiD\ down, and. 
then drives him to go out 'and preach with tears, oh,then 
he will plead with me:p. so as to prevail! Knowing the 
terror of the' Lord, he win persuade men. To know the 

- terroro;f the Lord is the means of teaching us to per
BUade, and. not to speak harshly. ~me have used the 
terrors of the ·Lt>rd to terrify; but Paul used them to 
,persuade. .Let us' copy him. Say, "We have come ou~ 
to teH you, men and ;brethren, that the world is on fir,e, 
and you must flee for. youx: lives, and. escape to the 
mountain, lest ye be consumed." We must ·give this 
warning with the fun c{)nvie.tion that it is true,' or else 
we shaU be but as the boy-wiho in foolishness cried, 

. '''Wolf!''. 'Something 'of the 'shadow o;f the la,st tremen
dous day must faU upon our spirit ,to give the accent of 
conviction to our' message of mercy, or we 'shall miss the 
pleader's trlle power. Brethren, -we must tell men that 
here is pressing ~eed of a 8aviour/and sihow them that 
we ourselves perceive 'their n~ed. and feel for t'hem~ or 
else we .... are n{)t =likely to tu'rnthem to ,the Saviour. 

He ·th,it pleads· for Cnrist sho1ild himseltf be moved 
with the prospect of the judgment day. When I come in 

.l:I.t yo.nd~r door at the back of the 'pulpit, and the 'sight 
. - of that ·vast crowd bu·rsts upon me, I frequently feel. 

appaHed. 'fihink of these thousands of immortal 8{)uls 

\ 

gazing through the -windows of ·those wisbful eyes, and 
1 ~.:gl to preach ,to them all, and be .iresponsible for their 
'blood if I ,be not faithful to ·them. I tell you, it makes 
me feel ready to start back. But then fear is not alone. ' 
I am borne ·up 'by the hope and belief 'that God intends 
to hlJss these people .th;r:ough ~e Word 'which, He Will 
enable me to. deliver. ~ I believe 'that everybody in. that 
throng is. sent there by God ·for SQme purpose, and that 
I am sent to effect that purpose. :I often think .to my
self, when I am preaching, "Who is being converted 
n{)w 1" It never occurs to me that the WOird of the Lord 
will fail. No, tJhat can never ,be. I often feel sure that 
'men are""being converted,' and .'at alI times that God is 
glorified by 'the testimony of His truth: You may de
pend upon it 'that your. hop~ful conviction that God"s 

'Word cannot return' to Him void is a ·gireat encourage. 
ment -to your hearers as well as to yourself. Your en
thusiastic conifidence th'at they will 'Qe converted may 
be like the ·little finger of a mother held ou~ to her b3Jbe, 
.!t'!> nelp it to make· its way to her; The fire within your 
hearts may dart a spark into their souls by which the 
name of sIliiitual life' shall 'l.:>e kindled in ·them. Do lei 
us 'a:1I learn the art .of pleading with ,the . souls of m~n .. 

III. 
Still, dear open-air preachers,.and all of Y9u Christian 

people here, we have not only to be witne88e8, a'nd plead
er8, but we have also to be examples . . One of the mQst 
successful ways of -taking wild ducks' is the use of the 
decoy bird. 'The. d,ecoy duck enters the net, itself, and 
~e others foHow it .. We ~eed 'to us,e more, in th~. Chris
ti'an 'Church, the holy art {)f de<;oy; that is to say, our 
example, in ourselves coming to .christ, in ourselves liv
ing Igodly lives in the midst of a ·perverse ~~neration, our, 
example of joy ,and 8{)rrow, our example of holy sub
mission ·to ·the divine will 'in ·the time Orf trouble, our 

. example in" all manner ot" gracious ways, will. ~be th~ 
means of induciii'g othas. to enter the way of Hie. iY ou 
cannot, of course, ·g.tand up in tlhe street, and tell o~ 
your example; but there is no street-preacher who is not 
'known better .than he thinks. Some one in that crowd 
may 'be in the secret of ·the 'speaker's private life. I once 
heard of 'an out-o;f~doors preac;her, to whom a heal'er 
cried out, "Ab, Jack, you dare not preach like that at 
your own door!" It so happened, unfortunately, that M.r. 
John --- had offered to fight one, of his neighbours 
a little while before, and therefore it was not likely that 
he would have done much preaching very nea,r home. This 
made ,the interruption an ·awkward one. J.f any man's 
lirfe at home is unwor:thy, he 'should go sevel!ll miles away 
before he stands up to preach, and then; when he stands 
up, he 'should say nothing. 'fihey know u~, brethren; they 
know f'ar'more about us than we imagine, and what they 
do not know ·they make up: At the same ~ime, our 
walk and'convers'ation should be th.e most powerful part 
of our ministry. 'This is what i's called being consi8tent, 
when lips and life agree. .' , 

. '" 
OPPORTUNITY IS EVERYWHERE 

Is there a reading room or a hospital .where you 
inay leave a copy of THE GOSPEL WIT-NESS? 
Why not investigate this possibility? 

, 'Spread the trvth." . 
\.. 
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Unile'School Lesson Outline 
VoL 21 First Quarter Lesson 8 Febr.uary,24,1957 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
'. 

TilE BELIEVER'§--P-ROGRAM IN FACING APOSTASY 
" -Lesson Text: 2 Timothy 8:14-4:8. 

Golden Text: "For the time will come when tliey will not 
endure sound doctrine."-2 Timothy 4:8. 

. ~ ." 
I. Continue in the Word of God: 8:14-:\.7. 

The key word in~Second Timothy is "fidelity" . .In a time 
when evil men seem to prosper, when they go in their wick
edness; apparently unchecked, and unrestrained, godly men 
must expect to suffer persecution, as did the ApostJe Paul 
(verses 10-18). But the Christian is advised to rj!main stead
fast, to remain faithful (1 Tim. 4:18; 2 Tim. 1:18, 14; 2:2; 
Tit. 1:9). How is this possible? What is the source of 
strength? The Apostle declares that the things in the Word 
of God which the belJever has known and has personally ex
perienced will act as a protective ,armour, garrisoning him 
about so that he is unaffected by the current waves of cyni
cism and unbelief (1 Tim. 1:,18). 

Timothy had the advantage of beihg instructed in the truths 
, of Scripture by the great Apostle Paul himself, and also by 
his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois (·Acts 16:1; 
2 Tim. 1:5). From his earliest years he had been taught the 
Word of God. What greater preparatlion for life could there 
be than such godly tra,.ining in the home (Pr,ov. 22:6)? ." 

The SCz1ptures 'are described as ,holy (Psa. 12:6; 19:8; 
119:140): their Auth,or is holy (P~a. 71:22; Isa. 6:8), they 
lead to' holiness (John 15:8; 17:17),.and they ,are different 

,~ . in character from all ofller writings. They will make one 
wise, in contrast to the folly of this world (verse 9; Psa. 
119:98), and their ultimate aim is to bring salvation or com
plete deliverance f-rom all evil (Psa:-119:41). But,only those 
who exercise faith in Chrj.st and approptiate H.is truth ·will 

... benefit from the Scriptures (Heb.·4:2; Jas. 1:21). 
The Scriptures. of both the Old' Testament and the New 

Testament are inspired of God. Th!ily are God-Breathed, in
spired in every part, whether history, prophecy, teachiJ),g or 
exhortation. The authors wrote as they were moved bf the 
Holy Spjrit, (2 Pet. 1:19~21). In the Bible, as originally given, 
we have'the Divine record faithfully preserved. 

Since all Script~" is inspired of God, it is profitable. It 
is useful for doctrine, to give authoritative teaching (Rom. 
15 :4). -It is useful" also, for lllProof, or refutation, to show 
wherein error lies (Gal. 8:6, -fa, 16), and for correction, to 
enable one to put right that which is wrong (Psa. 11!J:9; 
1 Cor. 10:1-10). ,It is profitable also for instruction, or dis
cipline, as when a father trains his child in the way9 of 
righteousness. ' . 

Wh~';;: armed with the W o;d of God, the servant of God is' 
perfectly equipped, for his ministry; this panoply will effec
tively prepare him 'for defensive or offensive warfare. against 
evil (Eph. 6:10-18'; 2 Tim. 2:15). 

II. Preach the Word of God: 4:1':8. 
The aged Apostle 'lays a, solemn ·charge upon young Tim

othy to be faithful, as the -times of 'apostasy are already at 
, • hand. He is to 'perform his ministry"not only in the sight 

of men, but also before the eyes Qf his Master, God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Cliri!lt (1 Cor. 8:18-15; Eph. 6: 
6-9; 1 Tim .. 6:18-1~), Who is to be his Judge (1 Cor. 4:1-5; 
1 Pet. 4:5). The Lord JesJ)s Christ at His appearing will 

- reward His, servants (Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 8:8; Rev. 22:12). 
, Timothy is to preach the Word 'of 'God, to proclaim it fear.:' 

lessly, not substituting for it his' own reasonings or the 
philosophies of men (1 Cor. 2:1-5; Phil. 2:16). He. is to' be 
earnest and diligent in his service at all times; he is never to 
be off duty, but must always be prepared to testify for his 
Lord and Master (Rom. 12:11; I.Pet. '8:15). A!I the Scrip
tur/ils are profita:ble for reproof,~ he is to use the Word of, 
God" to bring rebuke and coo.victj.on tc? those who stray' from 

the path of rectitude (Eph. 5:11; 1 Tim~ 5:20; Tit. 1:13; 2:15). 
In his manner he is to be strong, 'yet patiently and kindly, as 
he teaches men the ways of the Lord. , 

The Word of God will perform its Divine function, even 
"although men tum away from it in unbelief. ..It is the sword " 
which effectively cuts, even when its owner bas. no faith in 
its power (Eph. 6:17'; Heb. 4:12). So are we to use the 
Word of God"in bringing conviction of sin even to those who 
will not acknowledge its Divine origin or authority. 

In our time the pr9phecy is being fulfilled that there shall 
come a famine of the hearing 0:1; the Word of God; not a 
famine <if the Word, but a famine of hearing it (Psa. 74:9; 
Isa. 29:10; Amos 8:11; Mic. ,8:6, 7). Men do 'not wish to 
hear the truth of.God, for in general people believe only what 
they wish to believe. They prefer to hear smooth things that 
correspond to their own desires and wishes (Hos. 4:9). They 
are described as having "itching ears", since they like to 
hear teachers who tickle their ff1ncy, who speak that which 
gives pleasure to the flesh. They reject the .truth, but 'they 
readily listen to that which is untrue,' to religious fables, to 
that which is the pro9,uct ,of the human imagination (1 Tim. 
1:4-6; 4:7; 2 Pet. 1:16). I 

Timothy must be watchful and alert .amid the dangers that 
su~ound him (1 Pet. 4:7). His fidelity may lead to perse
cution (2 Tim. 8:10-12), but, nevertheless, he' is to fulfil 
without wavering his ministry as an evangelist, preacher and 
teacher (Col. 4:17; 2 Tim. ·1:6). He is to carryon the mis
sion of'his teacher, the Apostle Paul, liho has now come to 
the close of his active ministry. Very soon the aged Apostle 
will 'lay down his life for the Saviour (Phil 1:28), and he? 
encourages young Timothy by his testimony. Throughout his 
long life he had striven well and faithfully (1 Tim. 6:12), he 
had successfully finished his course, (Acts 20:24), and he 
had kept the faith. committed to his charge (1 Tim. 6:20;-
2 Tim. 1:14). He was assured of. receiving his reward from 

, the ,Lord's hand, the 'cro:wn which was prepared fQr the right
eous '(I Cor. 9:25; 2 Tim. 2:5; 1 Pet. 5:4; ij.ev. 2:10). All 
those who know the Lord will desire His appearing, and they, 
too, V{ill be rewardedj . _ ' . 

The Apostle Paul requested 'rimothy to go to him for per
sonal direction in the matter of carrying on the aged serv
ant's ministry, and for their niiitual comfort (verses 10-14, 
21)., ,\'. _ . 

Daily Bible Readings 
Feb. !8-,-Set Affections on Christ ........................ Col. 2:20-3:4 
Feb. 19-Heed the Word .................................... Psalm 119:9-16 
Feb. 20-Put on the Armour of God .................... Eph. 6:10-20 
Feb. 21-Try the Spirits .......................................... 1 John 4:1-6 
Feb.-22-Be Steadfast in the Faith ........................ Col. 1:9-28 . 
,Feb. 23-Prevail in Prayer' .......................... "." ..... Luke 18:1-8 
Feb. 24--Grow in Grace "" ... """." ..... ".: ........ """ .... ·2 Pet. 1:2-11 

.' Suggested Hymns 

Fight the good fight. 
Sing them over again to me. 
A glory gilds the sacred page. 
The heavens declare Thy 'glory, Lord. 
Lord, Thy word abideth.· 
Break Thou the Bread of life. 

. ONE AT A TIME 
I -

No"",, all rilen that angle, or 'catch fish by the hook anq 
line, know 'that it is_individual work. It is one'at a time. 
And When men so work, they are the 'servants of the fish. 
No ~an ch walk out in Iordiy 'boo~s, 'and wi.th adinirable 

, fixtures, gold and, ,silver on his line, and say "to the trout, 
"Here I am, come up here." No man can take what bait 

'he chooses, and throw it in, arid ihep. with rea'son damn 
the fish because they do not bite. , ,"" 

In the preaching orf the, Gospel it is the business of 
every preacher to preach to every man and to all men. 
'Dhere is no great and there is-no s~1I before.the coming 
of the sun. To ,the sun a:ll things are 'small and all thing's 
a,re 'great, and they all alike receive 'beneficent power 
from it.-BtECHER. 
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BECAUSE" you will find in I the chapter on the Sove;eignty of God, 
assurance of God's overrulirig, in spite of the seeming triumph of vain men 
of our .day.. .--

, I 
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