]

i | Hav‘e F ouﬁd the Book-of the 'L‘alxlv”i—p. 3
Satan’s Effort To Confuse—p. 6

-~ - ASoul’s Conflict—p.- . 7
How To Win Souls For Christ—p. 12

‘@he (ﬁnﬁpﬂ

\ }ﬁmfwtamt

"hnutat)z

Avthorized o Second Class Mall, Post Office Department, Oftowa

Vol. 35, No. 44~

130 Gerrard St. E.,, TORONTO, FEBRUARY 14, 1957

Whole Number 1812

_° THE BIBLE AND

HE intellectual is'a subordinate element in Christian
faith. This will appear if you reflect that thé whole
Christian revelation is a disclosure of moral truth. The

Bible, from beginning to end, assumes a great moral

catastrophe involving the ruin of human nature. Like
rescuers bringing light, and air, and food from an upper
world to entombed miners, the Bible unfolds a plan for
the liberation of the soul from the spiritual darkness and .
death in which sin has involved vthe race. And as such
rescuers would be likely to do, when bent on savmg life,
. the Bible keeps to its task. It does not teach science or
- ph1losophy dlrecﬁy, but it will never be found unscientific
or contrary to sound reason. You will never learn astron-
omy, or geology, or any other branch of sciénce, from
Genesis; but I venture to say you will never find any
absolutely established fact-of Bcience to contradict its
pregnant speech. And so the Book throughout. 1Its-
" function is to reveal a moral order, and the Person of the
moral Ruler. It ultimately fulfils'its function in its rec-
ord of the divine Incarnation, adjusting the moral] balance
in the atonement by blood, and releasing for human salva-
_tion a regenerating moral Power through resurrection.
“The record of the preparation for, and the consummation
of that_incomparable achievement will never be found
to be untrue to fact, — to any fact of history, or
of science, or of experience. =~ Its consonance with
-trut'h, however, in all these aspects, essential as
it is to any theory of divine .inspiration, is yet
subordinate: to its main- purpose, to -make clear the
-relation of man to his. Maker and the divine plan and
purpose of redemption. ,
This being -so, the Chns'han revelation, as a written
Book, as a record of the Incarnate Word, as a promise

of a regenerating Spirit, and as a predlctlon of a day .

of reckoning and judgment, lays siege to our moral
natures. It never asks whether you have been to school,
"Whether you know. .anything about the origin of species,
or the measure of ethereal spaces; its first and last word
to you is of sin and salvation. It speaks of origins. It
assumes you do not know, and tells you; and its assump-
tions are as true as its assertions. It thunders at the
castle gate .demanding .surrender to Deity — “In the
beginning God”! The voices of Sinai and Calvary are the!
same; they declare the' same truth; they proclaim the
--majesty of the, divine-law, the perfectlon of the moral
order, and the glo¥y of the divine Ruler; and whlle offer-
ing amnesty to the rebel they summon you 1o an accept-
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MORAL TRUTH

ance of the divine government. But nowhere is the King
uncrowned. God is mighrty. in gerieration in Genesis, and
mighty in regeneration in Jesus.'The Word predicts the
curse of thorns in Genesis, but wears the thorns .in
Jesus, albeit as a crown. And as He sovereignly lays down
His life upon a cross, it is indelibly written above His
head, “This is the King.”

:Thus the demand of the Christian rellgmn is for sub- "~
mission to a moral. government, operative in all the
created order; not mechanically or automatically opera-
tive, but transcendently resident in and directed by God
Himself.

Hence Christian behef is essentially .a moral act. It
consists_in assent to, and reliance on moral truth —
moral truth incarnate' in Christ. Unbelief, therefore, is
not an intellectual disability, but the expressmn of a
moral bias against God. Ard therefore it is written, “He
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath
~Aot believed on the name of the only begotten Son of
God." Th apndemnation resting upon unbelief is not a
divine judgment upon intellectual incapacity, but upon -
positive moral turpitude; by that' I. mean the “enmity
against God” which inheres in “the carnal mind”. Hence
faith is not cardinally an inteliectual act or attitude, but
an act of the will. The purely intellectual faculties are
exercised in the confirmation of the choice which 4 quick-

"ened conscience has perceived to be right, and a re-

enfranchised Will has made. But the act of believing, or
‘trustmg, in a word, Christian faith,-consists essent1ally
in the enthronement of Christ as the embodiment of all
revealed truth; and whether by a little child or a man of
mature and highly trained mind, the act is the same; it
is the simple surrender of the will to God~. .

Perhaps I ought here to explain what I mean by the
+ word “moral”’. When I say that unbelief is to~be ac-
- counted for on moral grounds, itis not implied that it
‘hag its root in any kind of. 1mmorahty In extreme cases
that may be trye. I use the term * moral" in contra-dis-
_tinction to that which is non-moral: the Christian revela-
tion being an unfolding of truth concerning the laws of
the moral realm, having to do with principles governing
the oughtness of things, or of right conduct. Our atti-
tude toward that revelation is an indication of our atti-
tude toward the moral principles revealed, and therefore
is chiefly determined by purely moi'al-consideration's. -

—Dg. T. T. SHIELDS, in Other Little Ships
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, DR. AND MRS, SLADE _ .
. Dr. and Mrs. Slade, at present on a missionary tour
sin the West Indies, have arrived safely in the French.
island of Martinique, their first main appointment. The
following cable was received on February 9th from Dr.
Slade from Fort De France, Martmlque'

Dehg‘htful fellowship in anmx with Dr. Cole’s son -
and family and with Mrs. Eastwood. Arrived Fort
De France, Friday morning. Ittys very hospitable.
Meeting #4o-night. Warmest greetings and love to -
Dr. Kinney, Church and Bible School.

—Pastor and Mrs. Slade

The prayers of the.Lord’s people will follow Dr. and
Mrs. Slade in their journeyings.

-

\
'

LATEST BULLETIN FROM DR. SLADE

Porto Rico, February 12, 11.30 p.m.”

UNFORGETTABLE SIGHTS AND EXPERIENCES
AT MARTINIQUE. PHYSICAL, MORAL, SPIRITU-
AL ‘STATE LOWEST EVER WITNESSED. GOSPEL
ONLY - ANSWER. CHRISTIAN MISSIONS INC.
ESTABLISHED EIGHT PREACHING STATIONS IN
ELEVEN YEARS. MR. ITTY’S WORK AT FORT DE
FRANCE LARGEST BY FAR. ABOUT ONE HUN-:
DRED . ASSEMBLED EACH SERVICE SUNDAY.
RADIANT FAGES BESPEAK PHYSICAL DELIVER-
ANCE FROM SLAVERY AND SPIRITUAL FROM
SIN. PREACHED IN PRISON ALSO SUNDAY TO
FIFTY MEN. FIFTEEN CONVERTED THROUGH
MR. ITTY. MOST TOUCHING SERVICE. ONE PRIS.
ONER READ LETTER OF WELCOME. ANOTHER
. PRESENTED TORTOISE SHELL PAPER KNIVES, .
HIS OWN WORK. GOOD TRIP TO SAN JUAN TO-
DAY. ANTICIPATE MEETING MR. KNIGHT TO-
MORROW KINGSTON. BOTH WELL. .
: SLADE

- \
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REWARD FOR UNAPPRECIATED LABOUR

~ Cheer up, men and women of unappreciated- serv1ces.
You will get your reward, if not here, hereafter. When
Charles Wesley comes up ‘to judgment, and the thousands

" of souls which were wafted into glory through his songs

shall be enumerated, he will take his throne. When John

Wesley will come up to judgment his name will be men-
tioned in connection with the salvation of millions of
souls brought to God through the Methodism which he
founded, and he will take his throne. But between the
two thrones of John Wesley and Charles Wesley, there
will be 'a throne higher than either, on which shall sit
Susanhah Wesley, who with’ maternal consecration in-.
.Epworth Rectory, started those two souls on their mis-
sion of sermon and song through all following sages. Oh,™
what a day that will be for many who rocked Christian
cradles with weary feet, who patched worn-out garments
.and darned socks, and with a sthall income made the
children comfortable for the winter. What a day that
will be for those to whom the world gave the cold shoulder,
and called them nobodies, and begrudged them the least
recognition, and who, weary and. worn, and sick, fainted .
by the brook Besor. Oh, that will be a mighty day when
the Son of David shall distribute among them the gar-
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lands, the crowns, the scepters, the chariots, the thrones.
And then it shall be found out that all who on earth
served God in inconspicuous spheres received just as much -
‘reward as those who filled the earth with uproar of -
achlevemen‘t Then they shall understand the height, the
depth, the length, the 'breadth the plllared and’ domed
significance of that verse: “As his part is that goeth down
to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the
stuff ? —TALMAGE. )

;

]ARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR .
SUNDAY

9.45 Bible School for everybody, from grandfather

‘to the baby.
Morning Service.
Afternoon Class.
Young People’s Bible Fe!lowshlp Hour
6.00 Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel. -
7.00 ‘Reguiar evenmg service.

TUESDAY
8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Bible School,
followed by the teaching of the lesson at 8.45.
TH'URSDAY

2.80 Senior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
5.30 Junior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
8.00 Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade.

FRIDAY

7.00 and 8.15-——Junior and Senior choir practices.
7. 00 Friday Night Round-Up for boys and girls.

SATURDAY
8.00 Great'Weekly Prayer Semce\m Greenway Hall

11.00
4.30
5.6

\
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The jarﬁis Street Pulpit -

. Have Found the Book of ifh@ Law'

A Sermon By Dr. T. T. Shields . !
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, December 21st, 1924

(Stenograpixically Réported)”
b § hg,ve found the book of the law in the house of the Lord.”—II Kings 22 :8, !

E HAVE been studying this morning the story of
a lost book, of a book that was lost in the house
of the Lord — a very extraordinary thing that such a
book should be lost at all; but that it should be lost in
the house of the Lord was stlll more remarkable! - It-was
the Law of the Lord; it was the one Word to which all
the people ought to have listened. But they neglected it
so long that, like the alarm clogk, it ceased to speak at all
And it was lost and forgotten.
It is still possible for us’to lose the Book of the Lord.
I am afraid there are a great many Christian people who
have lost their Bibles, in the sense that their Bibles have
ceased ‘to speak to them, or to exercise any authority
whatever in their lives. It may be there are homes rep-
resented here this morning in which the Book of the Lord
is lost; where its words are never heard, where. it is

never read, where, its great truths-are never discussed."

I should not like ‘to ask for a show of hands this morn-
ing; but it is quite possible that some of oyr scholars
come from homes in which the Book of the Lord is lost.
You may know where the material Book is; but it is never
opened, its voice is never heard.
N
L. )
IT IS STRANGE THAT  THE WORD OF THE
LORD SHOULD. BE.LOST IN THE HOUSE OF THE
LORD! But I am afraid that that is the sin of God’s
people to-day, that the word of the Lord has been mis-
placed: There gre many pulpits that could do very well
without a Bible at all. They are not needed. The sermons
that are preached are not found in the Book. It has
ceased- to be the Book of-the Lord.~ I listened to some
discussions on church union. I was in one great religious
assembly, and I noticed that in their discussion of that
subjeet very few speakers even: referred to the Word of
" - the Lord. One or two did quote the seventeenth of John:
“That they all may be one”. But here was a great or-
ganization, building.a still greater organization like a
.great business corporation; and in those discussions there
was no special reference to the teaching of the Word of
the Lord.
The Book.of the Lord is los‘t in some places in this
sense, that men never refer to it, to learn therefrom their
- duty in respect to the commandments of God. We shall
see in a moment or so that. the king learned something
about ‘the divine ordinances from God’s Word; he learned
that the people had been living in neglect of that which
was commanded. And there are thousands of people in
so-called Christian churches to-day who live, for instance,
in neglect of 'this ordimance, this ordinance of baptism.
If you mention it they say, “I am.a Methodist”, or “I am

~ -

-,

a Presbytenan” or “I am an Anghcan” That is not the
question. What is written in the Book of the Law? But
they never have consulted the Book on the subject; never
have looked into its pages. A lady asked me one day to
call at her house. She said, “I have been a Methodist for
thirty years, and in all i:hat time I have been perfectly
satisfied with my baptism.” And she said, “Do you sup-
pose the Lord would have allowed me to rest in content-
ment if I were wrong?” “Well,” I said, “Have you ever
asked the Lord 'if He were satisfied with your baptism?
Have you ever opened God’s Book, and asked Him the
teaching of His word in respect to'this matter?” She
said, “No, I never have.” . For thirty years and over, so
far as she was concerned, in respect to this important
command, the Word of the Lord had been lost, She had

- been, guided by what her friends and other people did.

And so in respect to a hundred other things, the Bible
may be lost in_the sense that we do not consult it; that
we do not follow”its teacing. I read a story of a man
whose son was ‘in college. The father was a very ortho-
dox man; he boasted that he believed the Bible from
cover to cover. (I never like to hear anyone say that.
It does not do you any good to hold a theory that you
believe the Bible from cover to cover unless you know
what is' in it. A great many people who say that dorn’t
know what is in it. I believe that it is all true;. we ought
{9 accept it in its entlrety But it is the part of the Bible
which we believe and act upon that treally affects us, not
any theory that we.believe it from cover to cover, and
tthen leave it. in the parlor with the dust on it.) This
man boasted that he believed the Bible, and when his
son came home from college — the boy was really full
of mischief — he told his father some of the things that
his professor had taught him about the book of Jonah;
and he rather took the professor’s side just to- tease his

father a little. And he told him that his professor had

said that the Book of‘\Jonah was only an allegory, that
there never was a real Jonah. His father was horrified,
and said, “If you don’t believe Jonah, I do. I believe the

.whole Bible, and I won’t part company .with it anyhow.”

And so the boy ceased to argue. He went back to college
in due time, and in six months or so he came home again.

‘He renewed the subject, and the father was still more

concerned. He said to his son, “Have you not got rid
of that notion rggarding Jonah yet?” ‘And the boy teased
his father a little further, but the father insisted that
his Bible would be of no use'to him, if the book of Jonah’s
prophecy was not there. “Oh, come now,” said the boy,

“you don’t need Jonah, dad.” “Indeed I do, ' have got

great help out of Jonah.” “Yet,” he said, “Jonah is not

in your Bible at all.” But he insisted that it was.. And -

<
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when his father examined the Book, he could not find
Jonah. He turned back to the minor prophets, and turned

over-the pages, but he could-not discover the book of the-

prophecy of Jonah. The mischievous boy had cut it out
of his father’s Bible; and his fatlier had never discovered
it. He believed it; but he was not reading it and profiting
by its precepts'

Now there is a possibility of losing the Word of God in
- "a theory of the Word of God, and just boasting of our
.orthodoxy and making no particular use of the things we

profess to believe. The Book was lost in the house.of
the Lord. :

/

1L

Now this chapter tells us of THE RE-DISCOVERY
OF -THE BOOK. They were renovating the temple, clear-

~ ing out the rubbish. It is wondenrful what you can find

when you begin to-clear out the rubbish in your own
house. And in the course of that' cleansing process

- Hilkiah came upon this forgotten Book. What an extra-
ordinary thing it was that-the priest, too, should have -

forgotten his Bible, should have lost his Bible, and should
have gotten along so well without the Law of the Lord!
Preachers may lose their Bibles. There is just the possi-,
bility of turmng to the Bible as a book of texts, just as
a doctor opens his bag and takes out his medicine, when
a patlent calls him in. He does not use it for himself;

it is not food_for him — only medicine for a sick man.
It is possxble “for Sunday School teachers to do. that. By
the way, it is possible for you fo lose your Bible in the
very work of the Lord, and to turn to these lessons be-
cause you are going to meet your class on Sunday. Now
you cannot prepare yourself to teach that class, and teach
the lesson without any relation to yourself. Here was a
man who found the Book of the Lord; and it is a great
thing for a person ‘to discover the Bible. I hdve known
people who had it on their shelves. They have knhown

about the Bible, until a day has come when, by the bless-
ing of God, they have discovered that in this Book there
is a treasury of truth; and they have rejoiced in it as
one who finds great spoil-

Now the real revival began, as we shall see presently,

when Hilkiah the priest, re-discovered the Law of the
Lord. I am sure that a revivalwould spring upeverywhere.

if the people of God could find their Bibles once again,

- really find them — discover in this Book the law of the

Lord. I don’t know how we may discover them, by what
means God may drive us to look for them; but when Hil-

kiah found the Book, the important thmg to' observe is.

that he read it. Now it ié o great thing to read the Bible,

just to read it and-let it speak for itself. Hilkiah handed..

the book to Shaphan the seribe, and the scribe took it to
the king, and the book was read .in the king’s presence.
Now mark this: Hilkiah the priest did not argue with
Shaphan as to the character of that book; he did not
argue about the inspiration of the law; he did not discuss
the human authorship of it — whether Moses or someone
else wrote it — but he read it; and it so 1mpressed him

" that he handed it to Shaphan the scribe. The extraordin-

ary thing about the Blble is that when you read it your-
self, you want everyone else to read it; when the Word
of the Lord really speaks to you, you become enthusiastic

for the Book. There was-a time when Moody shut him-

gelf up to ISaiah’s prophecies for a month. He said, “I
will read nothing but Isaiash for a month”; and he satur-
ated himself with Isaiah just for a month. And he said

that after spending a month thh Isaiah, every man he
met on the street he wanted to take by the collar. and’
say, “Have you read Isaiah? Have you read Isfalah?’_’ He
was so full of the Word of the Lord that he was like
Jeremiah when he said, “His word was in mine heart as
a burning fire shut up in my -bones, and I was weary
with forbearing, and I could not stay”.

Now, boys_and girls, read the Bible! Just read it
thoughtfully, quletly, prayerfully; and let the Bible speak
to you for itself; and as you do that, you will want every-

-one ¢lse in the world -to read it. Hilkiah.réad it for him-

self, and ‘then he handed it to the scribe, and he read it
and said, “The king must hear this; he must read it, t0o0.”

And they took it to the king; and thus the word of-the
Lord is multlphed It multiplies itself, if only it is ngen
a chance in our hearts and lives. Now note this: whén

the king heard that book read — he was a young man;

He never heard it before; he never heard the Law of the
Lord read to him before — when he heard it read, he rent
his_clothes and he said, “What a sinner I am! And what

a sinful nation this is! I have discovered that a lot of
things we are doing we ought not to do. And-a great

many things that are commanded in the Law of the Lord

we .are not doing at all.” ~ ! ~

I don’t suppose the king got through that Book in

twenty minutes; it must have taken him a long time to .
‘hear the Law of the Lord.read. But because it was the
Lord, Josiah was willing to listen. I wonder now if His

Majesty the King were standing here this s/norning—al-
though he is only a man—and he desired to talk to us,

I wonder how many would be impatient?  But how won-

derful it is that the Lord :God Himself condescends to
speak to us out of His Book! And He will speak to us
by the hour, by the day, and by the year, if only we will
give attention to the ﬁhmgs t'hat are written in His Word.

Now I don’t believe anyone can read the Word. of God

where the. paper was; but they did not know anything ‘ without being uncomfortable. A man came 1o see me

vesterday. He was in very hard circumstances; he had
had to sell his clothes, and he had a suit of clothes on -
that put me to shame. He said, “I cannot’ come to -
church; I should feel conspicuous; I have never been used

to this; I should feel uncomfortable.” I don’t wonder; I—
suppose we all would in similar circumstances. But we
ought to try to 'get over that, and not be influenced by
these external things. Why, I have known boys and girls
who felt uncomfortable when they looked into a looking
glass, haven’t you? Sometimes, boys, even after you have
washed your faces, you feel uncomfortable if you look
in the looking glass and find out you have not done-it .
properly. -Did mother ever tell you~to go back and do
it .over again? Wel], you know, the Bible is just like a

‘mirror; and it is impossible to look into that Word and
. let that Word speak to us without our "discovering just

what Josigh discovered —— .the need of correction in our
lives. We read this morning, “Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way?” You want to know what is the
matter with you? Read the Bible, and let'the Bible speak .
to you; and the Lord will show us what is wrong.

And then when Josiah-had read the Word, ke called
all the people together to the house of the Lord to repent
and to turn back to the Lord. And he told them there -

-were certain things taught in the Word of the Lord

which the nation, as such, had been neglecting, and which
it was requisite they should do. So they held a Feast of
the Passover such as had. never been held before. They
came from all parts of the country to Jerusalem, and

~ ,
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such a crowd had never been seen on any Passover occa-
'sion. And the blessing of the Lord was upon them.

Now I know what would happen ~if some people here
would read their Bibles. You don’t need anyone to inter-
pret it: you don’'t need any preacher,. or any teacher.
And to you who are Christians: Then Josiah read in the
law that they were commanded to keep the Passover, the
Pagsover of Blood. If we would betake ourselves to our
Bibles, we should- find that there are certain. things

_ plainly commanded there which we have not obeyed.

Referring to that matter of baptism again: you don’t
rieed to be a Greek scholar to understand that; you don’t
need to take a course in a university; you don’t need to
go to any preacher in the world You just need to read
God’s'Book! And when you read and find out what the

law requires, then obey it! Do what He commands you..

And very especially the reading of the book led Josiah
to see the great central truth of the Book, namely, that

there i3 nothing but blood can wash our sins away. And-

that is the message we give this morning; that we have
sinned so grievously, all of us, that none but Jesus can
do helpless sinners good; and that nothing but the blood
of Jesus can wash our sins away.

May we all find the Book again this morning, and find-
ing it, find it precious to our souls. Let us pray.

THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET

Dr K. R. Klnney of Johnson City, New York, Vice-
President of the International Council of Christian
Churches, ministered most acceptably in Jarvis Street
Church, February 7th to 10th. Dr. Klnney is one with
us in aim and purpose, due to his expérience as Pastor
of First Baptist Church in Johnson City, as Chairman of
the Board of Administration of a Baptist Bible Seminary,

and as one of the outstanding leaders in the large group"
of Baptist Pastors and Churches which have withdrawn "

from the Modermstlc Baptlst Conventlons in United
States.

On Thursday evemng Dr. Kinney gave an illustrated
lecture on the work of the International Council of Chris-
tian Churches, of ,which Dr. Carl MeclIntire is President.

The principles of the organization were clearly expound-

ed, its separation from Modernism and .Communism, /its
(uncompromlsmg stand for the Word of God in these days
of apostasy, and its determination to preach the Gospel

of saving grace to the ends of the earth. Dr. Kinney .

"showed views of ‘the various European cities in which

past conferences of the organization had been ‘held, in-
cluding London Amsterdam, Geneva and Lebanon, Syria.
Finally, -he took is upon a journey to the - -Holy Land,

. _where we visited such sacred places as Bethlehem, Beth-

any, Nazareth, the Jordan and Jerusalem.

. On Friday morning Dr. Kinney gave a fine message to'
the Faculty and Students of Toronto Baptls"l; Semmary, :

outlining the principles of the Separatist Movement; em-

phasizing the historical background that we might under-

stand the setting and the reasons why, as Bible-believing
Baptists, it was necessary for us to withdraw completely
from those ‘organizations which stand for compromise
with evil. His powerful exhortation to continued faith-
fulness to the Lord and to His Word will not soon be
forgotten.

On Sunday mormng, February 10th, Dr. Kinney de-
livered an inspiring and enlightening message on the

[—

great theme, “The Splendours of Orthodoxy” (Jeremiah
6:16). Defmmg, Orthodoxy as “Soundness of faith; a
belief in the' genuine doctrines taught in the Scrlptures”
and Heterodoxy as “Heresy; an opinion or doctrine con-
trary to the doctrines of the Scriptures, or contrary to
those of an established church;’ he invited his hearers
to consider the glorious accomplishments of Orthodoxy —
great churches, Hospitals and culture centres; to ponder
the characters which Orthodoxy has produced and built

—men of conviction, of faith and liberty, such as Calvin -

and Luther. Orthodoxy also has promise concerning the
future. Rest and peace can be found in the sure Word
of the Lord. Dr. Kinney made a strong appeal for sinners

-to hear the message of the Book and to be at peace with.

God, One boy answered that call at the close of the
service, giving his sweet testimony audibly before the
whole congregstion, saying, “I have trusted Christ all
week.” Dr. Kinney’s gracious manner with the lad was
most touching. ’

“The True Unity” (Eph. 4:4.6) was the theme of Dr
Kinney’s masterly message at the evening service. . A
unity which is outward, visible and all-inclusive is sought
by the sponsors of the Ecimenical Movement, as repre-
sented by the Federal Council of Churches and the World
Council of Churches, but true unity must be a unity of
corporation, a unity of spiritual life, a unity of‘hope in "
Christ, a unity of Headship, a unity of trust in Christ
and in His Word, a unity of identification with Christ
and a unity of worship as wé all adore the One God,
Three in One and One in Three. Dr. Kinney strongly
urged all present to enter into this true unity and he'
faithfully warned those outside of the fatal consequences,
if they continued in their present course.

All hearts were stirred to a deeper trust in the Lord
and a stronger desire to serve Him faithfully, as Dr.
Kinney expounded the Word with such power of the
Spirit, and as he -exhorted all to stand fearlessly for the
‘Lord and for His Word. His optimistic spirit and de-
lightful spontaneous humour added much to the power
of his messages. -The Jarvis Street family are grateful’

. to the Lord and to H1s servant for the blessings of last

* week-end.
In Print Again!!
, . FIFTY YEARS IN THE -
- CHURCH ‘OF ROME
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. FATHER CHARLES M, CHINIQUY _
After 70 .years this is still one of the best
books on the inside story ‘of the Roman
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Satans Effort to Confuse - 2

ANY and varied have been the attempts of the Devil
through the years to confuse, confound, and thwart

"~ Church and the world. Most successful of all his deceits
has been that of perversion rather than outright denial,
though the latter inevitably follows the acceptance of the
former. To Eve in the garden, he first insinuated into her
mind the thought that she might have possibly misinter-
preted God’s Word of prohibition. Then, as soon as she
accepted the insinuation, Satanic denial followed, and the
tragic record reports, “she did eat and gave to her hus-
band also.”- With what result, observe society today, as
well as in any day since the accéptance of the Satamc
deceit.

Since the turn of the current century, we have, in the
church, ' run the gauntlet of Unitarianism, Modernism,
Liberalism, Neo-Orthodoxy, Middle-of-the-roadism, and
Neo-EvangelicAlism. Unitarianism, - as such, has long
since been discredited ‘in the public mind, but has been
successfully perpetuated, essentlally, under the guise of
modernism or liberalism, and, in effect, in. the rest above
named

Now, another approach is being made in the age-o‘ld
effort of the Devil to get men occupied with other than
the truth of the Gospel. It isto get professing Christians
to turn from a“Biblical THEOLOGY to a humanistic

v SOCIOLOGY. Thus, the test of Christian Faith is now
declared to rest, not in something one BELIEVES but

. in something one DOES. It all fits in, of course, with
the mass indoctrination by the self-styled Liberals, of the
totally UNBIBLICAL dream-of “the universal brother-
hood of man under the universal fatherhood of God.” It
1s called f‘awareness” on. the part of “Chrlstlans to

“social justice”.

In order to beguile born:again bellevers in Jesus Christ,
who, though' they may not be able actually to put their
finger on the error, but who “smell something rotten,”
__such proponents of humanistic sociology make much of
““the social implications of the gospel,” as they.put it,
wresting from its context such a statement of .Christ as
-“inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these ye did it unto
me,” as proof from the BIBLE, (the divine inspiration

of which they deny though not hesitating to “use” the.

Bible wherever and whenever it suits their purpose,)
that the whole approach is CHRISTIAN and BIBLICAL.

No one knows better than the Bible-believer that.the -

faith of Jesus Christ has a definite ethic, and that “as
far as you have opportunity do good unto all men; espe-

cially unto them who are of the household of faith.” BUT

HE also knows that there is a proper alignment of the
cart and the horse, namely, “Seek ye FIRST the King:
dom of God and HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Matthew
6:33. This, the Liberal does not do. He pays lip service
to “the FATHER,” and “the MASTER", believing noth-
ing Biblical about either. Since, therefore,/he has nothing
BIBLICAL to present to the people, he must have SOME.
THING which he-can pawn off as being Ohrxstlan 80
presenting 3 CARE package as a substitute for CHRIST.

This accounts for the so-called LIBERAL clergymen-

being-in the forefront of such movements as CO-EXIST-

ENCE with RED-Clergymen; so-called PROGRESSIVE

. education; total RACIAL integration; political SOCIAL-
. <

-~

’

\ : ;

the programme and purpose of God for His people, His

‘It was when Isaiah cried out before the Lord,

| INCREASE. BN

ISM; and economic PATERNALI-SM. Being of the earf:h,'

earthy, their movements must of necessity be divorced
{from a “thus saith the Lord.” But, to give them a heav-
enly aura, thus to deceive the unwary, they prate of “the
Kingdom of God on earth,” and, to give them a heavenly
smell, for the benefit of those who consider perfume a
substitute for cleanhness, they prate of all this being “in

_the sp1r1t of the Master.” L

Then, in order to protect themselves from exposure by
“truth squads” of Biblicists who get out the DDT of the

. Word: of God for the purpose of “pest control”, they set

up a system of sneer and smear. In the public press they
use the “sneer” approach labelling Biblicists as “right-
ists” and “fascists”, ete. In their religious periodicals
fhey use the “smear” approach labelling Biblicists as
“apostles ovf discord”, ‘“protestant underworld,” ignor-
amuses, ete. - - s
So the battle contmues Nor will it abate or modify
with the passing of time. It will worsen as the years; go
by, for each day brings us ¢loser to the coming again of
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who, Himself, declared that the
days preceding, will “wax worse.and worse”. In the
meantime, reader, develop YOUR “awareness” to the hiss
of the serpent. “Believe not every spirit (voice) but TRY
the spirits whether they be of God for many FALSE
PROPHETS have gone out into the world.” 1st John 4:1.

“Keep yourselves from IDOLS.” 1st John 5:21. P
- —DR. KENNETH R. KINNEY, in Counter Attack, y

\
CONFESSION A CONDITION OF BLESSING

When Job was -confessing his sin, God. turned his cap-
tivity and heard his prayer. God wﬂl hear our prayer

and turn our “captivity when we ‘take our true place-

before Him, and cohfess and forsake our transgressions.
“l am
undone,” that the blessing came. / It was when David
said;“‘I have sinned!” that God dealt in -mercy with him.

-Jonah was cast into the sea, and ‘there was an ease in’

the ghip; Achan was stoned and the plague was stayed.
Out with Jonah, out with Achan; and.there will' follow
ease aild quiet in the soul presently.—MoobpY. ",

The Gospel

_ has the happy privilege of studying similar por-
" tions of the Bible together, and praying for com-
mon objectives together. BUT WE. MUST .

Witness Family -

' .
Send us NAMES - NAMES - NAMES

When you have finished reading this topy of
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, pass it on to some-
one else. If you can use additional copies we
_should be~glad. to supply them. Spread the
truth, . '

¢
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A SOUL'S CONFLICT T

. _ (Studies in Psalm LXXIII) ’ . .
VIL SPIRITUAL ALLERGY ;o

By Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones . |

(Report of Sermon preached on Sunday mormng, 22nd November, 1953, in Westminster Chapel, London)
- Psalm ixxiii, 21 and 22 ‘ A

Ly

E ARE considering this man’s analysis of himself, the true -s);a,in-t as the way in which he examines himself,
affer he had come to himself as the result of going faces himself, and deals ruthlessly with himself. This man
to the sanctuary of God. You remember that this man did so, and he had to admit that self was really the source
had gone sadly astray in his thinking in three main" of his troubles. Then he discovered this othér very in- e
. respects. He had completely misunderstood the position teresting thing, that when self is in control in that way
of the ungodly. He had regarded them as objects of it generally happens that the heart takes control of the
envy becalise he saw their prosperity; he had been con- thinking. It is a very sad state of -affairs when our
trasting their condition with his own and so he had been’ minds are governed by our hearts. That was never meant
guilty of being “envious at the foolish”. Likewise, and to be the case. The mind, the understanding, is man’s
ag the result of that, he had been guilty of thinking very supreme gift; it is undoubtedly a part of the image of
wrongly about God and God’s attitude towards him and God in man. The power to reason angd to understand and
God’s_promises to His people. And as the result of that, to think and to know why we do things, and whether or
of corse, he clearly had been guilty of thinkingin a very Dot we ought to be doing them, is one.of the things that
wrong way about himself. In other: Words this man differentiates man from animals. So when we find our-
having started with thie simple observation of the gp- sélves, if I may use suck a term, thinking emotionally we .

parent success of the ‘ungodly had gone completely wrong are in a very bad condition. This man had got into-that
in all his thinking, and he had been going round in that -<condition when the heart came before the head. The
miserable circle. where nothing seemed to be right. He Bible is very*concerned about this, and its teaching every-

was on ‘the point of expressing-himself about it. but he Where is that weshould always guard the heart, because .
didn’t for the reasons we liavel considered. But he still “out of it are the issues of life”.. That means that it shall
wasnt happy- until he went to the House of God, where be under the control of truth, so we are urged to “seek

he began'to think spiritually and to see that his thinking Wisdgm” and to “get knowledge”. We must never give

had been wrong, and -especially in these three main re. the ilnpression that people become Christian by ceasing
spects. We have already considered the first, how his . to think and by just responding to their hearts. A Chris-

. thinking about the ungodly was put right, how he .saw, tian is one who believes and accepts and surrenders him- -

" that they were really objects of pity rather than of envy, self to the Truth. He sees it, is moved by it and acts
because they were set in such slippery places and because upon it. The term ‘“heart” in Scripture does not mean
their end was to be doom and disaster. So he ended by - the.emotions only, but includes the mind, and repentance ~
feeling sorry for them instead of envying them. At the means a change of mind. . .
same ‘time he came to see the truth about God, about - _

God’s greatness and God’s love, and about God’s great . . R L
power and what God is going to do. Liet us now go on to consider WHAT THIS MAN DIS- ~

Then ‘here in. these two verses he tells us how he came COVERED ABOUT HIMSELF in detail. He tells us in
to see that he had been entirély wrong also in his think- these two verses. The first thing he discovered when he
ing about_himself. We began our consideration of that redlly saw the position truly was that HE HAD “VERY
last time.  The points we then made were these. The LARGELY BEEN PRODUCING HIS OWN TROUBLES,
first big thing he discovered was that self after all is the and his own misery and his own unhappiness. He found
real trouble, and it is hecause self tends to get into con- in the sanctuary of God that it was not really the ungodly
trol that we have so many of our difficylties and prob- at all, it was himself. He found that he had, to use our
lems and perplexities in this life. That is the key to phrase, “worked himself up” into this condition. Now '
everything. Wé emphasized that this man was very _let me give you the evidence for that. Verse 21 reads in
honest with himself, indeed he was quite brutal with the authorized version.— “thus my heart was grieved and
himself. We are going to see that still more this time. I was pricked in my reins”. This translation rather sug-
He djd not take a mere cursory glance at himself and Jﬁ that something had happened to his heart, some-
then forget all about it and go on to something eélse; he thmg had happened to his reins, his kidneys — another
just stood and looked at himself, he looked steadfastly into seat of the feelings and. emotions according to ancient
that mirror and faced himself down to the smallest detail. psychology. But actually what this man Said- was some-
He flinched at nothing. That is absolutely essential. thing slightly different. ‘These words which are used
There is no possible growth in the Christian life unléss in the 21st verse are reflexive. What he is saying is that
we are ruthlessly honest with ourselves. Self-examina- he had done something to himself. He was saying: “I
tion is, perhaps, of all the aspects of the Christian’life have soured my heart.” He had done it himself, and as
the one most neglected today. This is partly because of regards the reins you can translate like this: {T was pre-
erroneous teaching, but also because.we do not like doing paring for myself a piercing pain.” He had been doing it
anything that is painful to ourselves. There is no ques- . himself. He had been stimulating his own heart, he had
tion about this teaching. Nothing is so characteristic of been exacerbating his own trouble, he had begn souring® .

. _
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his own feelmgs He himself had really ‘been producmg
‘his own troubles and giving rise to 'this piercing pain
which he had been endurlng until he went into the sanctu-

- ary of God. Now this.is clearly a very important and vital-

principle. The fact is, and' must we not- all confess it in
the presence of God at this moment ‘that we tend .to pro-
. duce and exacerbate our own troubles. We of. course,
tend to say, as this man had been saying before he went

"* to the sanctuary of. God that it is that-thing ‘outside us

. ferent, one' is bitter and ‘sour and grumbllng and com-.
> plaining, the other-is calm and quiet and qulte happy
- and composed. Where is the«difference? It is not in the

T <<

-,

’

that produced all the trouble. But it is not that thing at
-all, it is us. I remember reading once a phrase which I
thmk puts this point quite well: “Tt is not life that mat-
ters, but the courage that you bring fo it.” Now I do

- not accept that philosophy of courage, but I am quoting

the phrase because, t'hough it is wrongly stated,-there is
an essential of truth in it:
-—well, what matters? It is you and I and the way we
face lt the way we react, our behaviour with respect to
it. I can prove that quite simply. You may see two per-
_sons living exactly the same sort of life, facing the same
'condltlons preclsely, and yet the two persons are very dif-

conditions, -it is not in what is happemng to them; it is
somethmg in them, the difference is in the two persons.

Now this ean be 'proved abundantly. There is that

couplet that puts it so well. “Two" men looked out from .

prison bars. The one saiv the mud the other stars”.
Now the two persons were in the same cell looking out

“through the same -bars, but one, you See, looked at the..

mud, the other, saw the stars. It is not, llfe it is.not the
ciréumstances, it is not the ungodly, it is not these thmgs
it is us. This man discovered all that, that he hadbeen
creating and exaggeratmg and exacerbatmg his own
_troubles. He had been soured in His own heart. God
knows we all tend to be guilty of the same ‘thing. It is
not the thing itself that matters. The partlcular thing is
- there, of course, but it is very important ‘that we should
realize that it is the way in which we react to that thing
_that determines what is going to happen to us, not merely
" the~thing itself. We have a phrase which I.think puts
this very well. We say of a ¢ertain type of person: “He
is always making a mountain out of a molehill.” Quite
right. That is exactly what this man was doing — making
a 'mountain out of a molehill. There was something there,
"of course; even a molehill is something. Thére must be
somethmg to work on, but the thing itself was very small,
- it really was just a molehlll But this man was making a
mouritain of it, he had’ worked it up into a2 mountain. He

therefore thought that he was confronted by a mountain

of trouble, but he wasn’t really. He has turned the mole-
hill into a mountain. 'So it is that we bother ourselves
and agitate ourselves and get into t’hxs condition.

" Wae have another phrase ‘which descrlbes it. We say t_'},lat'

“We become worked tip” about something. Now that is

not quite accurate, it is not so much that we become =

.-worked up as that we work ourselves up. In other words,
the reaction is too big “for the stimulus. That is obvious-
ly the case because we are not properly balanced, we are

not in a right condition, we are '.hyper-senmtlve I could -

jllustrate this endlessly. Everybody today is talking
.about being allergie to things. That is orie of the current
phrases. Now what does that mean? It means that you
are hyper-sensitive. There are some people for instance

" who cannot be in the same room as a cat without having

-

“Tt-is not life ‘that matters”-

an attack of anHhma others cannot Joe near a f1e1d of hay
.without having an attack of hay fever, their eyes water,
ete. You are familiar with all that. What is the matter?
The authorities say it is the pollen in the air. But it is
not simply the pollen of course, because other people can
walk in the same ‘field and nothing happens.
is there, but the point'is that these people suffer from
hay fever not because of the pollen but because they are
hyper-sensitive, they are allergic. Now that is the kind
of thing-this man discovered. -But he goes beyond
that, and rightly so. He-says that he worked up the
sensitivity, indeed hyper-sensitivity.
quite easily. You can make your heart hyper-sensitive,
you ‘can tend it and fondle it, and the more you do so the"
more your heart will like it, and the more sensmve and
sorry it -will be for itself. You can so work it up into this

condition that the slightest thing will cause trouble at -

once. If-you strike a match — just one match — ih a
barrel of gunpewder there will be a terrible explosion, It
is not the ‘match that counte primarily, it is the barrel
of gunpowder.

‘That is the kmd of ﬂung thls man dlscovered He had
been totally wrong in his thinking about the ungodly. He
thought that. they alone were the cause of his problem.

\

But he discovered that it was not anything of the kind.-

He had worked up his heart into this foolish condition,
he was hyper-sensitive. .And so he was in such a state
and condition that-when the shg’htest ﬂnng went wrong
it would cause an explosmn I am sure we all realize the
truth of what.I am saying, but the question is, do you
see yourself doing that? Every time you- talk to yourself
“about -yourself ‘do you feel sorry for yourself? If so you
are doing this thing that ‘this man kad been doing to
himself; you are increasing fhls morbidity and_hyper-

- sens:txvxty, and you are preparmg yourself for a\pamful

experience. This is tht i3 called masochism. ' You are
familiar with that kind of perversion of-which we are all
_more or less guilty. It is a strange thing about human
nature, it is one of the appallmg consequerices of the Fall,
that we take thjs perverse delight, as it were, in hurtmg
ourselves.’

also- pitying ourselves at the same timie. That is- where

the subtlety of it all comes in.” While we are thoroughly -

miserable and unhappy there. is a sense in which we hold
on to it because it gives a kind of perverted enjoyment.
We are still protectmg self and magnifying self.

Tlus man found all that in the sanctuary of God He

" had been grieving himself; he had produced his own
misery and he had kept it up. He had exaggerated the
whole thing instead of facing it honestly He was not in

- all this great trouble, he was' not having a hard time; he.

was just looking at things in such a way as to give hlm-

gelf a liard time — foolish man that he was! Are we not’

‘all like him at times — foolish oreatures that we are.

. Now the oppomte to all fhls is that blessed condition
which is described by the Apostle Paul in the 4th chapter
of the Epistle to the Plhlhpplans, verses 11 to 13. He puts
it ‘like this: “For I have learned in whatsoever state I
am therewith to-be content; I know both how to be abased
and T know how to abound ; everywhere in all things I am
instructed both to be full and -to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need. I can do ali-things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.”
arrlved in a condition m whlch he is no longer hyper-

February Jd4, 1957

The pollen-

It i3 a most peculiar-thing, but we-enjoy our’
own misery because, whilej we are enjoying-it, we are

It can be done " |

/

In other words, he has -
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sensitive, He is in a condition in which it does not matter
very much what happens to him; -it.is not going to-dis-
turb him. “I have learned in—whatsoever, state I am
therewith to be content.” That is the position in which
all of us who are Christians_should be. The man who is
not a Christian eannot possibly be-there and is not there.
He is like a barrel of gunpowder; you never know when
there is going to be an explosion. The slightest pin-prick
causes all the trouble. — hyper-sensitive because of seif.
But the Apostle Paul had remembered what our Lord
puts first to His disciples, namely: “If any man would
_ be My disciple, let him deny himself”. Self must be put

out first. Then “take up the cross and follow Me”. Be-
cause self is dethroned and put into the background, the

- disciple is not hyper-sensitive and these thlngs do not

eause troubles and alarms and explosions. He is balanced
_ because self is puft out and he is living for Christ.

Let us examine ourselves in the lght of this. Think
of all your grievances, think of all your hardships and
all the slights and insults and all'the rest of the things.we
think have been heaped upon us, and all the miSunder.
standings. Let us face them in the hght of all this and
I.think we shall see at a g'lance that it is rather a miser-
‘able and sorry business. It is all worked up. There is
nothing there really; it is just making a mountain out
of a molehill. If we could but make a list of the things
that have upset us how ashamed e s’hould be. How
sma]l how petty we can be!

. II.

Let 'us leave it at that, and let us go on to something
else. For the néxt thing this man dlscovered was THAT

-

=

' HE HAD BECOME STUPID. The authorized version

translates verse 22 as:'“So foolish was I”. Now that word
- really- means “stupid”. A ‘much ‘Better word is it not?
He was like;a beast, utterly irrational, behaving in a
stupid, absurd manner. But-this is always-true of this
condition that we are describing and analyzing.- What
does it mean exactly? He says: “So stupid was T and
ighorant.” “I was” — he repeats the emphasis ~— “I was
.as a beast before Thee.” Again let us note. 'hls honesty
and truthful dealings with himself. He does not spare
himself at all; he has seen the truth about himself and

X he states it — “I was-as a beast before Thee.”

"What does it mean? Let us analyze 11: like this. It
means first and foremost that he was behkaving in-
stinctively. What is the difference between a beast, an
animal, and a man? I have already hinted at the answer,
that surely God’s supreme gift to man is understanding
and reason and the power to think. "The animal may be
highly intelligent, but the animal lacks that true_quality-
and faculty of reason, the power to stand outside itself,
to consider itself and to consider what it is doing. It
is man alone who can do that, and that is a part.of the

+image of God in man. But the animal does not do that.
the animals acts instinctively. There is no question about
that. I need not waste time in giving an illustration of
what T mean, but take the ‘question of the migration of
the birds — swallows, etc. — that come to us in the
spring and go to a warmer clime for the winter. There
is very little doubt but that it has been Dproved quite
. 8cientifically that it is not so much intelligence as in-
stinet that governs that. In other words, animal be-
haviour is a matter of instinctive response to a given
stimulus. Well, this man tells us that he had been be-.
having like that. In other words, he did not stop to think,
he did not stop to popder and reason about it. To be

v

—

stupid means not to t‘hmk logically and not to.think
clearly. You and I are meant to think logically, we are-
meant to think rationally, we are meant'to think con:

. secutively. But this Pan had not been thinking like that,

he had been like theé animal. The animal jumps to con-
clusions, he responds at once without 'any_interval to the
stimulus. -The Psalmist had been doing that. And we all
rhust see, when we begin to think about this, how subject
we all are to this. It is very un-Christian, however. -

One of thé great differences between a Christian and
a non-Christian should be that the Christian always puts
in an interval between the stimulus .and the response.
The Christian should always put everything into another
context. He should think about it, he should not jump
to conclusions, he should work the thing out. In other
words, and surely this is very vital and important, one
of the hall.marks of the Christian should be the capacity
to think ‘and to think logically, to think clearly and to
think spiritually. Now is not that the whole object of the
New Testament Epistles? W'hat do .they wsay? They .
reason with us. These Epistles were given to Christian
people like ourselves who had their problems and per-
plexities, and what they all say is just ‘this: “Don’t just
react to these things; think about them, put them into
the purposes of God; relate them to the whole view of
salvation and the 'C'hrlstlan life: and havmg done that
you will find that you will think about them in a differ-
ent way.” The Christian is a man who thinks in a differ-
ent manner from the non-Christian. His thinking is
logical, it is clear, it is calm, it is controlled, it is bal-
anced, and above everything else it is spiritual. He thinks
everythmg out in terms of this great truth that he has
here in the New Testament. But the animal cannot do .
that. “I was as a beast before Thee, I was s'tumd »” That
kind of behaviour is not only like an animal’s, it is more
or less like a child’s also. A child behaves like that because
its reasoning faculty has not sufficiently advanced and
developed. It jumps to conclusions, it reacts to stimuli
like the animal. It has to be trained to think and to
reason, and not to be stupid.

Another way in which he found that he had been stupid
was this. He found that he had obviously held an idea of
the godly life whick was quite false. He desired pleasure
the whole time and thought that his life was to be one
long round of sunshine and happiness. ’I‘hat was what
had made him complain and say: “I have cleansed my
hearf in vain and washed my hands in innocency” and
“For all the day long have I been plagued and chasténed
every morning”. .Let me put this quite brutally and
plainly. Is not this true of all of us? We tend to take-
all the gifts and the pleasures and the happiness and the
joy without saying much to :God about it, but the moment
anything goes wrong we begin to grumble. We fake our -
health and strength, our food and clothing and our loved
ones, all for granted; but the moment anything goes
wrong we start grumbling and complaining and we say:
“Why should God do this to me, why should this happen
to me?” How slow,we are to thank, how swift to grumble.
But that is like the animal, isn’t it? The animal likes to
be petted and patted, he eats and enjoys his food, but the
moment you correct him he does not like it. That is
typical of the animal, and it is typlcal of the child out-
look. The child will take all you give it, but if you with-
hold somebhmg' it wants it resents it. That is being
stupid, that is the failure to think, that -is the childish,
stupid, beastly attitude. But hovy true it is; 1t was true .

of this man and it is_true of us.
1
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Let me put it like this>>
Jblessings and thejoys for granted. We all seem to assume
that we have a right to these things and that we should

This man had 'beer;’t-aking the

have them always. Therefore the moment they are denied-

us we begin to question and to query. Now what the
Psalmist should have done was this. He should have said:
“T am a~godly man, I believe in God. I am living this

godly life and there are certain things I know about the

character of God. There is no question about that. Now
_certain painful things are happening to me, and I see
that the case of the ungodly is very different. But of
course there must be some very good reason for this.”,

“Then he should begin to seek for reasons, and to look -for .
Had he done so he would undoubtedly .

an explanation.
have arrived at this conclusion, that God had some pur-
pose in all this. We have already considered some of
those reasons. He would have to come to the contlusion
that even though he may not understand it, God must
. have a reason, because God never does anything in an
irrational manner. He would have said: “I am certain
of that, and, therefore, whatever the explanation is, it
is not the thing I first thought of”. He would HKave
thought it out. But how slow we are to do ‘that.” We seem

to think.that as Christian people we should never have.

any trouble. Nothing should ever go wrong with us, we

 should never have anything untoward happening to us at
all, and the sun should always be shining about us, and

. all who are not Christian should know constant trouble
and difficulty. But the Bible has never promised us thiat.
It has rather promised that “through many tribulations
we must enter the kingdom of God”. Tt says also: “Unto
you it is givén in the behalf of Christ not only to believe
on Him-but also-to suffer for His sake.” (Phil. 1, 29).
So the moment we ’oegm to think, we see that the idea
that came to us 1nst1nct1velv is quite wrong and utterly
false according to the Bible’s teaching.

Let me sum it all up by putting it hke this: “I was
stupid, I was as a beast before Thee.” It means,this. that
like beasts and animals, we always dislike discipline. We
never see the need-and necessity for it; and whenever we
are disciplined by God we always tend to object and even

"to question and to query God’s love and ‘God’s goodness.
Now that is something which this man has described
perfectly here when he says that that is to behave like
a beast. No one by nature\llkes to be disciplined. He
wants to go on responding to his instinets; he doesanot
like to be controlled. Animals always obiect ‘to. discipline.

and you have to train them and to be patient with them.
Sometimes you have to be severe because they do not
like discipline. Now this is characteristic of the immature
Cliristian. the babe in Christ. Such a person resents dis-
cipline, and yet the answey to that is jusé 1:’hls ‘The author
‘of the Epistle to the Hebrews does not hesitate touse a
striking and -almost surprising phrase. He says: “If yon
are not experiencing chastisement there is only one ex-
planation for it and that is you are not chiildren of God.

vou are bastards.” That is what he says. (Heb. xii. 8)
_Tf you are a child of God then you are certainly going to
“be d1sc1p11ned because God is preparmg you for holiness.

He is not an indulgent father who gives us sweets con-
stantly and does.not care what happens to us. God is
holy, and He is preparing us for Himself and for glory:

and because we are what we are, and because sin is in us.
and because the world is what it is, we must needs he
disciplined. So He sends us trials and tribulations in order
tonpull us up,, to conform us to “the image of His dear
Son”. But we do not like i, and like the animal we squeal

:

because we dislike pain. Blll't if we thought, if we were
not stupid, we would even thank God for the pain. We
would say with the man of the 119th Psalm: “It is good
for me that I have been afflicted.” I sometimes think that
there is no better test of the Christian position than just
that, that we can even thank God for trials and troubles
and for chastisement, because we see that they have been
-1'1-§ed of God to bring us nearer and cloger to Himself,

. II1.

Let us’ 'hur-ry to the next thing this man found about
himself. It is that HE WAS IGNORANT. That is not
the same thing. To be stupid and ignorant is not the
same thing, but stupidity usually leads to ignorance. This
man was ignorant about the true position of the un-
godly, 1}e was ignorant about God, he was ignorant about
himself, and was ignorant also about the very nature of
the life he was living. He had become ignorant about the
whole purpose of godly living. As I have just been say-
ing, the trouble with us is that we do not see the whole
purpose, of the Christian life. Let me sum it up by put-
ting it in this form. If you and I react as this man re-
acted to trials and troubles, in the last analys'is there
is only one thing to say about us;-and that is that we are
ignorarit. What are we ignorant of? We are ignorant of
everything the Bible says_about the godly life, and we
are-especially ignorant abott the New Testament Epistles..
all of which have been written to enlighten this particular
ignorance. So if we always grumble and compldin about
:God’s dealings with- us and His chastisements we are
simply making the confession either that we do not know
our Scriptures at all, that we have never understood the
New Testament, or else that we are wilfully ignorant,
that twe .refuse to think and to apply what we know. We
see these Books, but we refuse to listen to the arguments
and we refuse to allow them to apply themselves to us.
“Ignorant.” This mdn says: “I was behaving as an ig-.
noramus, I was behaving as if I knew nothing about Thy
purposes, I was behaving as _if T were a mere tyro in
these matters, as if T had never read or heard the history
of the past”.’ And it is perfectly-true. The moment you .
allow your heart and your feelings to get into control you
bécome hyper-sensitive, allergic in this sense; and you
just behave as if you knew nothing and become ignorant
and as a beast in the presence of God.

Iv.

That brmgs us ‘to the final matter, whlch is the worst
of all. Listen: “Thus I?exacerbated my own heart and
I pricked myself in-my reins and gave myself pain. So
stupid was T and so ignorant, like an ignoramus; indeed
I was as a beast before Thee.” I think that that was
the thing that broke this man’s heart, and it is the-thing
that ought to break all our hearts. You see, what' this
man réalised in the sanctuary of God was this, that he .
had been ‘thinking dll these horrible, foul, foolish, stupid
things actually IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, “Before
Thee.” That is why he thought of himself as a beast.
Fancy ﬁhmkmg these things, and being on the point of
saying them, in the presence of God. What he had for-
gotten was this, that God is “the discerner of the -
thoughts and intents of the heart”, and “Neither is there
any creature that is not manifest in His sight but all
things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with
whom. we have to do”. (Heb. iv, 12 and 13.) If only we
realized that, we should never behave again in the way.
this man had done and we, to our shame, have often done.
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You and I are always in the preserice of God. When
therefore you are sitting in your corner and feeling sorry
for yourself because you have been hurt, and because this
or that has happened to you, just remember that all this
is happening in the presence of God. And when.you ask:
“Is God fair to me, -is it right that I should be suffering
~and the other person so prosperous?’ remember you are
doing that and Yhinking that thought about God in the
very presence of God.. “Before Thee.” This man “had

that they are unworthy of forgiveness. They felt that
they. deserved nothing but damnation, that they had been
like beasts in their stupidity, and that they had no claim
at all on God. Indeed, they were filled with amazement
that God could forgive them. Let us examine ourselves
in the light of that. Do we rush back to God feeling we
‘have a right to forgiveness? Or do we feel we have no
right to ask for forgiveness? That is how this man félt,
and T suggest that that is how the true Christian always

forgotten the greatness of God. If you ‘and I were only feels at first. Paul after years of preaching looked back
to remember the greatness of God always there are some across the past and said:“T am the chief of sinners”. He
things we should never do again. When you realize you was still amazed that God could ever have forgiven him.
are but a fly, or a grasshopper, or even less in the pres- Though he walk an Apostle, he still felt as it were that
ence of the Almighty, and that He could remove you out 'he could receivé something in an evangelistic service! He
of existence as if nothing had happened,-you will no was still reacting as a sinner, he was still amazed at the
longer stand.up and flout yourself in His presence and wondrous Cross and the love of God in Jesus Christ our

Ibegm to question Him. We must realize, in the words of Lord. “So stupid was I, so foolish; I was as a beast

a wise man of the Old- Testament, that “God is in heaven
and you are on the earth”. T'he.greatness of God.

_But, especially, we must remember the love of God.
God is love. This man realized that he was a very stupid,
foolish man questioning the love of God. He owed every-
thing to the love and goodness and graciousness of God.
So when you think these hard, unworthy thoughts of God,
remember that you.are thinking about the One who so
loved 'you that He sent His Son into the world and even
to the shame and agony of Calvary for you. Yet we think
these thoughts of siich a God even in“His very holy pres- .
" ence. Just picture yourself sulking in the presence of

God, sulking like a spoiled child. Lodk at the little child

sulklng, look at t‘he animal. How ridiculous they look.

Well, multiply ‘that. by 1nvf1n1ty and think of yourself in
_the presence of this almighty, holy, loving God. Oh, no,
there is not'hmg to be said for this’ condition. ‘This man

is right; he is.not being unklnd to himself, he is saying
- the simple truth “] was as a ube&\st ignorant, utterly

. foolish”.

What i 1s the opp051te of this? T ean think of nothing bet-
ter. than the condition of the Prodigal Son after he came
to Himself. I have no doubt that up to a point that poor
fellow thoug‘ht he had been hardly dealt with. He left’

before Thee.”
—The Westmmeter Record

. * AN EXAMPLE OF FORGIVENESS

An old Christian black woman was going along the
streets of New York with a basket of apples that she had .
for sale. -A rough sailor ran against her and upset the
basket, and stood back expecting to hear her scold fright-
fully; but she stooped down and picked up the apples, and
said, “God forgive you, my son, as I do.” The sailor saw
the mearnness of whatf he had done, felt in his pocket for
his money, and insisted that she should take it all. Though
she was black, he called her mother, and said, “Forgive
me, mother; I will never do anything so mean again.”
Ah! there is a power in a forgiving spirit to overcome
all hardness. There is no way of conquering men like
that of bestowing upon them your pardon, whether they
will accept-it or not.—TALMAGE.

' \\ ~ HEDGEHOG FORGIVENESS
There is an ugly kind of forgiveness in this world—

home in a huff. He wag going to assert himself, but 4 kind of hedge-hog forgiveness, -shot out like quills.
things went wrong and he tfhought he was being harshly Men take one who has offended, and set him down before
dealt with. Then he came to himself and he went home' the blowpipe of their indignation, and scorch him, and

and said: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before thee and I am not worthy any longer to be called
thy son”. That is if, that is just another way of saying
exactly lthe same thing. Nothmg to recommend us, no
excuses, we have just been umitterably stupid like beasts.
We have failed to think and to reason, we have failed to
apply these Scriptures. It is 'this horrible self that has
been in control, and we are 8o hyper-sensitive that noth-
ing and no one is rrght but ourselves. Let us fage it,
let us unmask it, let us analyze it and put it in front of
ourselves. Let us look at it honestly and then be 'heartily
ashamed of ourselyes. Then let us go to that “gracious
loving God and acknowledge that we are as worms and -
less before Him, that we have no claim upon Him at all;
and no right to- His forgiveness. Let us tell Him tha't
we do not wish to be healed quickly, that we feel that
we do not deserve to be healed at all. We began with that
last ‘time. I end with it now. The trouble with many of
us is that 'we heal ourselves too .quickly. We feel we have
a right to'be forgiven. But the teaching of the Scripture,
and thé~teachmg of the lives of the saints as they have
faced life, is that like the Prodigal “Son they have felt

burn his fault into him; and when they have kneaded him
sufficiently with their fiery fist, t‘hen they forgive
him —BEECHER. A
P -
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How to“Win Souls For Christ
(Part I) : .
N o An Address to Open-An' ‘Preachers by Rev. Charles H Spurgeon

IT IS a great pr1v1lege to have to speak to so noble a
band of preachers; I wish that I were more fit for
the task. Silver of eloquent speech’ and gold of deep
thought have I none; but such as I have, give I unto you.

Concerning the, winn‘ing of souls.
soul? I hope you believe in the old-fashioned way of
saving souls. \
and shifted from the old foundations. It seems that we
are 'to evolve out of men the good that is already in them:
‘much good may you get if you attempt the process! I
am afraid that in the process of evolution you will de-

velop devils. I do not know much else that will come out

of human nature, for manhood is as full of sin as an egg

" is full of meat; and the evolution of sin must be ever-

lastmg mischief. We all believe that we must go to soul-
winning, desiring in God's name to see all things. made
new. This old creature is dead and corrupt, and must be
buried; and the sooner the better. “Jesus has come that
there may be a passing away of the old things, and a
making of all things new. In the process of our work,
we endeavour to bless men by trying to make them tem-
perate; may God bless all work of that sort! But we
should think ourselves to have failed if we had produced
a world of total abstainers, and had left them all un-
believers. We drive at something more than tem-per:ance;
for we believé that men must be born again.
that even a corpse should be clean, and therefore that the
unregenerate should be moral. It would be a great bless-
ing if they were cleansed of the vices which make this
city to reek in the nostrils of God and good men. But that
is not so much our work as this: that the dead in sin
-should live, that spiritual life should qulcken them, and
that' Christ should reign where the prince of the power .
of the air now hath sway. You preach, brethren, with
this object, that men may quit their sins, and fly to -
Christ for pardon, that by His blessed Spirit they may
be renovated, and become as much in-love with every-

- thing that is holy as they are now in love with everything
_that is sinful.

You aim at a radical cure; the axe is laid
at the root of the trees; the amendment of the old-nature

. would not content you, but you seek for the imparting,

by a divine power, of a new nature, that those who gather
round you 1n the streets may live unto God.

Cur object is to turn the world upside down; or, in
other words, that where sin abounded, grace may much
more abound. We are aiming at a miracle:.
settle that at the commencement. Some brethren think
that they ought to lower their nbte to the spiritual ability
of the hearer; but this is a mistake. According to these
brethren, you ought not to exhort a man to repent and
believe unless you believe that he can, of himself, repent
and believe. My reply is a confession:.I command men -in
the name of Jesus to repent and believe the gospel, though
I know they can do nothing of the kind apart from the
grace of God; for I am not sent to work according to
what my private reason might suggest, but according to
the orders of my Lord and Master. Ours is the miracu-
lous method which comes of the endowment of the Spirit

of God, who bids His ministers perform wonders in the,

name of the holy child Jesus. We are sent to say to blind

-
- -

Everything appears to be shaken nowadays,

It is good °

it is well to’

eyes, “See,” to deaf ears, “Hear,” to dead hearts, “Live,”

and even to Lazarus- rotting in that grave, wherein by
this time he stinketh, — “Lazarus, come forth.” Dare
we do this? We shall be wise to begin wjith the convic--

What is it to win a- tion that we.are utterly powerless for thxs unless our

Master has sent us, and is with us. But if He that sent
us is with us, all things are possible to him that believ-

“eth. 'O preacher,.if thou art about to stand up to see -
wha't thou canst’ do, it will be thy wisdom to sit.down’

speedily; but if ‘thou standest .up to-prove what.- thine
almighty Lord and Master can do through thee, then in-
finite possibilities 11e about thee!: There is no bound to

what God can -accomplish if He works by thy heart and-
. The other-Sabbath mormng, before I entered the -

- voice:
pulplt when my dear bretliren, the ‘deacons and elders-of
this church, gathereéd about me “for prayer,-as they. are

" wont to do,-one of them said, “Lord, take him as a man -

takes a toél in his hand when.he gets a firm hold of it,
.and then-uses it to work his own will with it.
what all workers need that God may be the worker by
‘them. You are to'be mstruments in the hands of God;

yourselves, of course, actively putting ' forth all your
fatulties and forces which the Lord has lent to you;-but
still never depending upon your personal power, but rest-
ing alone upon that sacred, mysterious, divine energy

which worketh in- us, and by us,-and with us, upon the.

hearts and minds of men.. _

Brethren, we have been greatly dlsappom'ted have we

not, with_some of our converts? We shall always be dis-

2

” That is

appomted with fhem so far as they atre our converts.We .

shall greatly rejoice over them when they prove to be the
Lord’s work. When the power of grace works in thee,
(“Glory!”) then it will be, as my brother says, “Glory!”
and nothing else. but glory; for grace brings glory, but
mere oratory will only create sham and shame in the long
Hun.
pretty, flowery passage, a very néat, poetical paragraph,
I wish we could be restrained by that fear which acted
upon Paul when he said that he would not use the wisdom
of word, “lest the cross of Christ-should be made of none
effect.” It is the duty of the gospel preacher, indoors or
outdoors, to say, “I can say. that very prettily, - but then
they might notice how I said it; I will, therefore, so say

it that they will' only obsérve the intrinsic value of the R
truth which T would teach 'them.” It is not our way of

putting the gospel, nor our method of illustrating ;it,

which> wins souls; but the gospel itself does the work in
the hands of the” Holy Ghost, and to Him we must look.
for the thorough conversion.of men. A miracle is to be -

wrought by which our hearers shall become- the products
of that mighty power which God wrought in Christ when
He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own

right hand in the heavenly place far above all principality

and power; and for this 'we must look out of ourselves

to the living God. Must.we not? We go in, then, for .

thorough downright conversion; and- therefore we. fall
back upon the power of the Ho]y Spmt If it be a mir-
acle, God must work it, that is Clear; it is not to be
accomplished by our reasoning, or persuasion, or threat-
ening, it can only come-from the Lord.

When we are preaching, and we think-of a very‘
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In what way, since the winning of souls lies here can
we hopefully expect to be endowed with the Spirit of God
and to go forth in His power? 1 reply, that a great deal
‘depends upon the condition of the man himself. I am
persuaded we have never laid enough stress on thé work
of God within our own selves in its relation to our service
of God. - A consecrated mar® may be charged with the
divine energy fo the full, se that everybody round about
him-must perceive it. They cannot tell what it is, nor
whence it comes, nor, perhaps, whither it goes; but there -

+ . is something about that man which is far beyond. ‘the
' common order of things. At another time that same

person may be feeble and dull, and be conscious to him-"

-~gélf that he is so.- Sée! he shakes-himself as at
other -times, but he can do no mighty deed. It is clear
-that Samson himself must be in a right condition, or he
can win no victories. If the champion’s locks be shornm,
the Philistines will laugh at him; if the Lord be gone
from a man, he has no power left for useful service. Dear
breﬂhren, look carefully to your own condition before God.
Take care of the home farm; look well to your own flocks
and herds: Unless your walk be close with God, unless you
dwell in that clear light which surrounds the ‘throne of

- God, and which is only known to those who are in fellow-
ship with the Eternal, you will go forth from your ¢ham-
ber, and hasten to your work, but nothing will come of
it. The vessel, it is true, is but an earthen one; yet'it
“»~ thas its place in the divine arrangement, but it will not be
filled with the divine treasure unless it is a clean vessel,
and unless in“other respects it tis a vessel fit for ‘the Mas-

ter’s use. Let me show you some ways in which much -

must depend in soul-wmmng upon the man himself.

- -.1/

-

We .win some souls to Ch¥ist by acting as witnesses.

We stand up and, 'te‘stltfy for the.Lord Jesus Christ con-.

- " cerning certain truths. Now, I have.never had the great
privilege of being bamboozled by a barrister. I have
sometimes wondered what I should do if I were put into
the witness-box to be. examined and cross- exammed ) |
think I should simply stand up, and tell the truth as far

as I knew it, and should not make an attempt to display

my wit, or my language; or my judgment. If I simply

gave straightforward answers to his questions, I should

beat any lawyer undervheaven. But the difficulty is,

that so often when a witness is put into the box; he is
more conscious of himself than of what he has to say;
therefore, he is soon worried, teased, and bored, and, by
losing his temper, he fails 1o be a- good witness for the
cause. Now, you men in the open-air are often bam-
boozled; the devil’s barristérs are sure to come to you,

-he has a great number of them: constantly retained in

his seivice. The one thing You have to do is to bear
witness to the truth. . If you enquire in your own mind,

_ “How wshall I answer® this man cleverly, so as to get a
N v1ctory over hiin?” you will not be wise. A witty answer
18 often a very proper thing; at the same time, a gracious
answer is better..Try to say to yourself “It does not,
after all, matter whether that man _proves me.to be a

fool or not, for I know that already. "I am content to be

. thought a fool for Christ’s sake, and not to care about

<" my reputation. I- have to bear witness to what I know,

and by the help of God I will do so right boldly. If the’

interrupter questions me about other things, I shall tell
him that I do not come to bear.witness about other mat-
ters,-but this one thing™I do. To one point I will speak,
: . . , .

J

A\

and to no other.” .
Bret‘hren} the witnessing man, then, must himself be
saved, and he. “should be sure of it. I do not know,
whether you douht, your own salvation. Perhaps I should
recommend you to preach even when that is the case;
since, if you are not saved yourself, you yet wish others
"to be. You do not doubt that you once enjoyed full
assurance; and now, if you have sorrowfully to con-
fess, “Alas! I do not feel the full power of the gospel on
my heart,” you can truly add, “Yet I know that it is
true, for I have seen it -save others, and.I know that no
other power can save me.” Perhaps even that tt‘altermg
testimony, so truly honest, might bring a tear into your
opponent’s eye, and make him feel sympathy for you. “I
preached,” said John Bunyan, “sometimes without hope,
like a man in chains to men in chaifs, and when I heard
my own fetters rattle, yet I told others that there was
deliverance for them, and I bade them look to’the great
Deliverer.” I would not have stopped Mr. Bunyan in
preaching so. At the same time, it is a great thing to
be -able o declare from your own personal experience
that the Lord hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the
bars of iron in sunder. Those who hear our witness say,
“Are you sure of it?” Sure of it> I am as sure of it as
I am sure that I am a living man. They call this dog-
matism. Never mind about that. ‘A man ought to know

S

what he is preaching about, or else let him sit down. If -

I had -any doubt about the matters I preach from thi§~
pulpit, I should be ashamed to remain the pastor of this
church; but I preach what I do know, and testify what °
T have seen. If I am mistaken I am heartily and in?

- tensely mistaken; and I risk my soul and all its eternal

interests” upon the truth of what I preach. If the gos-
pel of what I preach does not save me, I shall never be
saved, for what I proclaim to others is my own personal
ground of trust. I have no private lifeboat; the ark to
“which I invite others holds myself and all that I have.

A good witness ought himself to know all that he is
going to say; he should feel himself at home in his sub-
ject. He is brought up as a witness, say, in a certain
case of robbery; he knows what he saw, and has to make
a declaration of that only. They begin to question him
about a picture in the house, or the colour of "a dress
which was hanging in the wardrobe. He answers, “You
are going beyond my record; I can only witness fo that

‘which I saw.” "What we .do know, and what we do not-

know, would make two very large books, and we _may
safely ask to be let alone as to the second volume.

Brother, say what you know, and sit down. But be
calm and composed while speaking of that with which
you have personal acquaintance. You will never prop-
erly indulge your emotions in preaching, so as to feel
at home with the people, until you are at home with your

subject. When you know. what you are at, you will

have your mind free for earnestness. Unless you open-
air preachers know the gospel from beginning to end,
and know where you are in preaching it, you cannot

preach with due. emotion; but when you feel at home -

with your doctrine, stand up and be as bold, and earnest,
and 1mportunate as you please. Face the people feeling
that you are gomg to tell them something worth 'hearmg,
about which you are quite sure, which to you is your
very life. There are honest hearts in every outdoor
asﬁembly, and every indoor assembly, too, that only want
to hear honest beliefs, and t'hey will accept them and be
led to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

T . -

-
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But you are not only witnesses, you are pleaders for
the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, in a pleader, mich depends
upon the man. It seems as if the sign and token of

Christianity in some preachers was not a tongue of fire;

but a block of ice. You would not like to have a bar-
rister stand up and plead your cause in a cool, deliberate
way, never showing the slightest care about whether you
were found "guilty of murder or acqult‘ted How could
you endure his indifference when you yourself were
likely to be hanged? Oh, no! you wish to silence such a
false advocate. So, when a man has to speak for Christ,
if he is not in earnest, let him go to bed. You #mile;
but is it not better that he should go to bed than send
a whole congregation,to sleep without their going to bed?
"Yes, we must be in downright earnest. If we are to pre-
vail with men, we must love them. There is a genuine
love to men that some have, and there is a genuine dis-
like o men that others have. I know gentlemen, whom
* I esteem in a way, who seem to think that the working
classes are a shockingly bad lot, to be kept in: check, and
governed with vigour. With such views they will never
convert workingmen. To win men, you must feel: “I
‘am’one of them. If they are.a sad lot, I am one of them;
if -they are lost sinners,’T am one of them; if they need
a Saviour, I.am one-of them.” To the very chief of sin-
ners you should preach with this text Before you, “Such
were some of you.” Grace alone makes us to differ, and
that grace we preach. Genuine love ‘to God and fervent
love to man make up the great qualifications for a
. pleader. :
I further believe, although certain“persons deny it,
that the influence of fear is to be exercised over the

minds of men, and that it-ought to operate upon the mind
= of the preacher himself.

“Noah, moved with fear, pre-
_pared an ark to the saving of his house.” There was
salvation for this world from perishing in the flood in
_the fears of Noah; and when a man gets to fear for
others, so that 'hls heart cries out, “They will perish,
they will perish, they will sink to hell, they will be for-
ever banished from the presence of the Lord,” and wheh

this-fear ‘oppresses his soul; and weighs- him down, and

then drives him to go out and preach with tears, oh, then
he will plead with men so as to prevail! Knowing the
terror of the Lord, he will persuade men. To know the
terror of the Lord is the means of teaching us to per-
suade, and not to speak harshly. Some have used the
terrors of the Lord to terrify; but Paul used them to
persuade. Let us copy him. Say, “We have come out
to tell you, men and brethren, that the world is on fire,
and you must flee for your lives, and. escape fo the
mountain, lest ye be consumed.” We must give this
warning with the full conviction that it is true, or else
we shall be but as the boy~who in foolishness cried,
Something ‘of the shadow of the last tremen-
dous day must fall upon our spirit to give the accent of
_ conviction to our message of mercy, or we shall miss the
pleader’s true power. Brethren, we must tell men that
here is pressing need of a Saviour,”and show them that
we ourselves perceive their need and feel for them, or
else werare not likely to turn them to the Saviour.
He that pleads . for Christ should himself be moved
with the prospect of the judgment day. When I come in

- at yondeér door at the back of the pulpit, and the -sight

- of that -vast crowd bursts upon me, I frequently feel .

appalled. Think of these thousands of immortal souls

gazing through the windows of those wistful eyes, and
1 am to preach to them all, and be responsible for their
blood if I be ot faithful to them. I tell you, it makes .
me feel ready to start back. But then fedir is not alone.
I am borne up by the hope and belief that God intends
‘to bless these people through the Word ‘which He will
€nable me to. deliver. _I believe ‘that everybody in that
throng is_sent there by God for some purpose, and that
I am sent to effect that purpose. I often think to my-
self, when I am 'preachmg, “Who is being converted
now ?” It never occurs to me that the Word of the Lord
will fail. No, that can never be. I often feel sure that
men are-being converted "and at all times that God is
glorified by the {festimony of His truth” You may de-
pend upon it ‘that your hopeful convietion that God’s
‘Word cannot return to Him void is a -great encourage-
ment {0 your hearers as well as to yourself. Your en-
thusiastic confidence that they will be converted may
be like the little finger of a mother held out to her babe,
‘to help it to make its way to her: The fire within your
hearts may, dart a spark into their souls by which the
flame of spiritual life shall be kindled in them. Do let
us all learn the art of pleading with the-souls of men. -

IIL.

Still, dear open-air preachers, and all of you Christian
people here, we have not only to be witnesses and plead-
ers, but we have also to be examples. One of the most
successful ways of taking wild ducks is the use of ‘the
decoy bird. The decoy duck enters the net_ itself, and
the others follow it. - We need to use more, in the Chris-
tian Church, the holy arf of decoy’; that is td say, our -
example, in ourselves coming to Christ, in ourselves liv-
ing godly lives in the midst of a perverse generation, our
example of joy and SOrrow, our example of holy sub-

. mission to the divine will in the time of trouble, our

example in all manner of gracious ways, will be the
means of inducifig others. to enter the way of life. You
cannot, of course, stand up in the street, and tfell of
your example; but there is no street-preacher who is not
kiiown better than he thinks. Some one in that crowd
may be in the secret of -the speaker’s private life. I once
heard of an out-of-doors preacher, to whom a hearer
cried out, “Ah, Jack, you dare not preach like that at
your own door!” It so happened, unfortunately, that Mr,
John had offered to fight one. of his neighbours
a little while before, and therefore it was not likely that
he would have done much preaching very near home. This
made :the mterruptmn an awkward one. If any man’s
life at home is unworthy, he should go several miles away
before he stands up to preach, and ’chen, when he stands
up, he 'should say nothing. They know us, brethren; they
know far more about us than we imagine, and what they
do not know they make up. At the same time, our
walk and‘conversation should be the most powerful part
of our ministry. Thig is what is called being consistent,
when lips and life agree. ‘

\

"OPPORTUNITY IS EVERYWHERE
Is there a reading room or a hospital where you .
may leave a copy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS?
Why not investigate this possibility?
Spread the truth.
- N\
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THE BELIEVER’g\PROGRAM IN FACING APOSTASY

Lesson Text 2 Txmothy 8:14-4:8.

Golden Text: “For the time will come when they w111 not
endure sound doctrine.”—2 T1mothy 4:3

L Contmue in the Word of God: 3:14- 17

The key word in-Second Timothy is “fidelity”. In a time
when evil men seem to prosper, when they go in their wick-
edness, apparently unchecked- and unrestrained, godly mien
must expect to suffer persecution, as did the Apostle Paul
(verses 10-13). But the Christian is advised to remain stead-
fast, to remain faithful (1 Tim, 4:18; 2 Tim. 1:13, 14; 2:2;
Tit. 1:9). How is this possible? What is the source of
strength? The Apostle declares that the things in the Word
of God which the believer has known and has personally ex-
perienced will act as a fprotectlve armour, garrisoning him
about so that he is unaffected by the current waves of cyni-
cism and unbelief (1 Tim. 1: 18)

Timothy had the advantage of being instructed in the truths

- of Scripture by the great Apostle Paul himself, and also by

" wherein error lies (Gal 3:6, 13,

his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois (Aects 16:1;
2 Tim, 1:5). From his earliest years he had been taught the
Word of God. What greater preparation for life could there
be than such godly training in the home (Prov. 22:6) ? -
The Scriptures -are descnbed as .holy (Psa. 12:6; 19:8;

* 119:140): their Author is holy (Psa. 71:22; Isa. 6: 3), they

lead to holiness (John 15:3; 17:17), and they -are different
in character from all other writings. They will make one
wise, in contrast to the folly of this world (verse 9; Psa.
119:98), and their ultimate aim is to bring salvation or com-
pléte deliverance from all evil (Psar"119:41). But-only those
who exeréise faith in Christ and appropriate His truth .will
benefit from the Seriptures (Heb.-4:2; Jas. 1:21).

The Scriptures of both the Old Testament and the New
Testament are inspired of God. They are God-breathed, in-
spired in every part, whether history, prophecy, teachmg or
exhortation. The authors wrote as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit. (2 Pet. 1:19-21). In the Bible, as originally glven
we have the Divine record faithfully preserved

Since all Scnpture is msplred of God, it is profitable. It
is useful for doctring, to give authoritative teaching (Rom.
15:4). It is useful, also, for reproof, or refutation, to show
16), and for correction, to
enable one to put rlght that whlch is wrong (Psa. 119:9;
1 Cor. 10:1-10). -It is profitable also for instruetion, or dis-
cipline, as when a father trains hls child in the way?®of
righteousness. -

When armed with the Word of God, the servant of God is
perfectly equipped. for his ministry; this panoply will effec-
tively prepare him for defensive or offensive warfare_ ag'amst
evil (Eph, 6:10-18; 2 Tim. 2:15).

II. Preach the Word of God: 4:1-8.

The aged Apostle lays a solemn-charge upon young Tim-
othy to be faithful, as the times of 'apostasy are already at
hand. He is to perform his ministry, not only in the sight
of men, but also before the eyes of his Master, God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Chlirist (1 Cor. 3:13-15; Eph. 6:
6-9; 1 Tim.. 6:13-16), Who is to be his Judge (1 Cor. 4:1-5;
1 Pet. 4:56). The Lord Jesus Christ at His appearing will
reward His. servants (Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 3:8; Rev. 22:12).

Timothy is to preach the Word of ‘God, to proclalm it fears
lessly, not substituting for it his own reasonings or the
philosophies of men (1 Cor. 2:1-5; Phil. 2:16). He. is to be
earnest and diligent in his service at all times ; he is never to
be off duty, but must always be prepared to testify for his
Lord and Master (Rom. 12:11; 1 Pet. ‘8:16). As the Secrip-
tures are profitable for reproof he is to use the Word of .
God' to bring rebuke and c6nv1ctlon to those who stray from

~ N II

the path of rectitude (Eph. 5:11; 1 Tim: b: 20 Tit. 1:13; 2:15).
In his manner he is to be strong, ‘yet patlently and klndly, as
he teaches men the ways of the Lord. .

The Word of God will perform its Divine functlon, even

“although men turn away from it in unbelief. It is the sword ..

which effectively cuts, even when its owner 'has_no faith in
its power (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12). So are we to use the
Word of God™in bringing conviction of sin even to those who
will not acknowledge its Divine origin or authority.

In our time the prophecy is being fulfilled that there shall
come a famine of the hearing of the Word of God; not a
famine of the Word, but a famine of hearing it (Psa. 74:9;
Isa. 29:10; Amos 8 11; Mic. 3:6, 7). Men do not wish to
hear the truth of. God, for in general people believe only what
they wish to believe. They prefer to hear smooth things that
correspond to their own desires and wishes (Hos. 4:9). They
are described as having “itching ears”,
hear teachers who tickle their f;mcy, who speak that which
gives pleasure to the flesh. _They reject the truth, but they
readily hsten to that which is untrue,-to religious fables, to
that which is the product of the human imagination (1 Tim.
1:4-6; 4:7; 2 Pet. 1:16).

Timothy must be watchful and alert amid the dangers that
surround him (1 Pet. 4:7). His fidelity may lead to perse-
cution (2 Tim. 3:10-12), but, nevertheless, he is to fulfil
without wavering his mmlstry as an evangelist, preacher and
teacher (Col. 4:17; 2 Tim. 1:6). He is to carry on the mis-
sion of "his teacher, the Apostle Paul, who has now come to
the close of his active ministry. Very soon the aged Apostle
will lay down his life for the Saviour (Phil 1:23), and he»
encourages young Timothy by his testimony. Throughout his
long life he had striven well and faithfully (1 Tim. 6:12), he
had successfully finished his course- (Acts 20:24), and he
had kept the faith committed to his charge (1 Tim, 6:20;
2 Tim. 1:14). He was assured of receiving his reward from
. the Lord’s hand, the crown which was prepared for the right-
eout (1 Cor. 9: 25 2 Tim. 2:5; 1 Pet. 5:4; Rev. 2:10). All
those who know the Lord will desire His appearing, and they,
too, will be rewarde

The Apostle Paul requested Tlmothy to go to him for per-
sonal direction in the matter of carrying on the aged serv-
;,n;;’s ministry, and for their nmiutual comfort (verses 10-14,

1 -

Daily Blble Readmgs

Feb. 18—Set Affections on Christ ................... Col. 2:20-3:4
Feb. 19— Heed the Word .........ccoveveereeeeeneenernnnn. Psalm 119:9-16
Feb. 20—Put on the Armour of God .................. Eph. 6:10-20
Feb. 21—Try the Spirits ............cc.cooconiiin 1 John 4:1-6
Feb.-22—Be Steadfast in the Faith ................... Col. 1:9-23 -
Feb. 23— Prevail in Prayer ...........ccccceveveonnnn. Luke 18:1-8
Feb. 24—Grow in Grace ........................ revreeereeena. 2 Pet, 1:2-11

" Seggested Hymns

Fight the good fight.
Sing them over again to me.
* A glory gilds the sacred page.
The heavens declare Thy glory, Lord.
Lord, Thy word abideth.-
Break Thou the Bread of life.

-

. ONE AT A TIME , N
Now, all men that angle, or ‘catch fish 'by the hook and
line, know that it is.individual work. It is one-at a timeé.
And When men so work, they are the servants of the fish.
No man can walk out in lordly boots, and with admirable
f1xtures, gold and silver on his line, and say to the trout,
“Here I am, come up here.”
“he chooses, and throw it in, and then with reason damn

No man can take what_bait .

since they like to .

the fish because they do not bite. ~.

In the preaching of the Gospel it is the business of
every preacher to preach to every man and to all men.
‘There is no great and there is-no small before_the coming
‘of the sun. To the sun all things are small and all things
are great, and they all alike receive beneficént power
from it. —BEECH- . -
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WHY" ' '
YOU ought to own acopy'of - = - poo
B IHE DOCTRINES OF GRACE . - - |
P P ‘ ) \ * bY Tl Tl Shlelds - . . ) , i _,’
. : .. N | IR
. — BECAUSE you will find inithe chapter on the Soverelgnty of God, - " '
assurance of God’s overruling, in spite of the seemmg triumph of vain men
, .. of our day., — . - .. )
: - / ) \
BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on ‘the Person of Christ and
/the meaning of His death, a clear Biblical position outlined, enabling you to
_ fortify your soul against the radio and' press ‘of our day, whlch give out so
: - * much wrong teachmg about these matters.
- BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on the work of the Holy -
Spirit and sanctification (subjects on which many are led astray) sane, satis- o
factory teachmg for the heart and mind. . o7 i
*  BECAUSE you will find great peace and consolatlon in the chapters on. - - ,
) the eternal security of the believer, where proof fafter proof, as to tlie scriptural- '
ness of\ this teachmg, is piled up. . N
3 4 ' ) These, plus many other things, are to-Be found ‘within the covers of this
’ . beautifully bound volume with its clear easy-to-read type. . W
GIVE }OURSELF A .TREAT." ORDER A COPY \NOW! )
.Smd 'I/oah U)ldc)z ]0day :
< ' : - \ \ 4 \
. THE GOSPEL WITNESS, ,
. 130~ Gerrard Street East, o : _ - N
/ Toronto 2, Ontario. o S e ) . ") )
7 I Dear Sirs: .
- . Please find enclosed 'I'he sum of $. e FOP et copies of
. "The Doc’rrmes of Grace" at the price of $2.50 per copy N : o .
) ' . Kl . i
* Name ... . ) ~ ,
~ L — T -~
Address ..... _ ' L )
City o TOWN oo Province or State . _
; ] . { ' .
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