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OUR, GREAT HIGH :'PRI'EST . ~-

A ~o~ by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preach~d in Ja,rvis 'Street ~aptist"Oli\rrch, Toroil'to~ Sunrlay:M"OrDing, April 10th, 1932 
. . " . 

(~tenographically Reported) . 

"Seeing then that. we hl:J.ve a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
~ ,Jesus the Son of God,-let us· hold fast our profession. 

"For we have not an high priest which cannot be ~ouched with the feeling of our 
, infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. _ 

"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that-we may obtain mercy, , 
and find grace. to ht;lp in time of:need." Hebrews 4:14-16. . .. . 

" 

I T IS exc~dingly important, imper~tive indeed, ~or our I. 
own eomfort that we should h'ave a clear vIew re- We come, then, to this observation that the. believer's 

specting the histo;ric Jesus.' A.s our brother sang t6 you profession ought to be ba~edJ upon the fact of his sure 
this, morning of the sins that . were :nailed to the cross, position: because bf what- we have, we dare to profess 

- I IPD 'sure we all fel~ the importance of the record as weH our fai,th. Now WE HAVK AN HIGH PRIEST. You 
as· the fact of -that Igreat accomplishme~t. It is well -that· .may not have much money; you m.ay not have many 
we should look back and see whatJ esus ,dId for us: fden-ds; -;,ou may not have very much influence; you may 

. "'My faith looks back to see' not possess great ability; but if you are a Christian 'you . 
. . _ The burden Thou didst bear have,one thing, you have ~ High Priest . 

Vv'hHe'han,ging on the cui'sed! tree, . . It is 'a great thing when sickness comes into the home 
And knows its guilt was there." to have a physician. The family physician ~is a member 

of the family. How should we do without him? I used to 
It is 'impol'tant aiso that we shouid be forward-looking know a :lady who suffered much, and frequently she 
men and women, that we'should'lhave an eye to the fu·ture, wanted her doctor to come and see her . .she did not want 
that we should remember and frequently reflect lipon -the him to' give- her medicine very often: she _ thought she 
promises of God respecting the Igrace that is to be re- would be better if he would just cali and see her. And 
vealed to us at the coming 'of ouI' Lord Jesus.Christ. It so when he came he sat down and had 'a .talk with her,· 
surely is equally important ·th'at we Should see what Jesus and she was always helped, even by his presence.lt is a 
is to~day, that we should rejoice in what He fs now doing, 'great thing to have a family physician who is a family 

. not only in what He has done. It is. important, I say, friend, and to. feel that if there is any sickness in ,the 
./ 1;hat 'Ye 'shouid! clearly apprehend som~th'ing of. the pres- house we have not to take a telephone directory and make 

ent ministry of Jesus Christ.. . -- up our mind .just whom we shall call: we know whom we ..... 
I am inclined to ·believe that many of ·the Lord's people ar~ gOing to call; he is on~ of us; he belon'gs -to us. 

are somewhat 'impoverished by their habit of looking And tb'ere 'are' some p~ple' who need a lawYer occasion­
;baclcward and forward, rather·than,looking 1,lpward· .. This ally. It 'is a great mistake to think that the only business 
text tells us what we now have in Jesus Christ: we have of a lawyer is to help people if they have a quarrel. A 
an High 'Priest Who is passed. into the)leavens, Jesus the good· lawYer ·tries to keep people out of colirt instead of 
Son of God. And 'because of that we are ~or.ted to bringing them into it, and advises them how to avoid 
hold fast our profession. tro.1;.lple. And if you have some' contract to draw up,' some 
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covenant into which you want to enter, it is a fine thing 
to have an expert counsellor to whom you can go wi-th the 
confidence that his advice will be sound. If you have any 
money it is a good th,ing to have a bank, some place to put 
it, 'someplace in which you can deposit your treasure. If 
you have troubles i.t is a ·good thing to nave a friend upon 

1------------+---------------------------------1 " 

whom you can rely. \ 
But now I remind you who are Christians ·that we have • 

an High Priest. \.So far as we are concerned that 'is set-
, tIed, is it not? Is it nbt a great thing to have some things 
8~ttled? You have nad a p~oblem in your- mind,' and you, 
have been weighing the respective meri,ts of two cou.rses 
until at last 'you reach a decision, and you' say, "Well, I 
am relieved that that is settled". 

Now so far as our Priest is concerned, there ,remains 
no choice. Some people frequently make changes respect-

. ing th~ church they attend. They fi.rst choose one and 
then another. But in respect to 'the Hi'gh Priest we have 
no second choice: we have an High Priest. And I want 
you. to think of that this morning, and of all its i.mplica­
tions.· Not we shaH have by and; by; I am not speak­
ing to you now 'about the King Who is 'to come in glory. 
I am speaking of the Priest Whom we now have; that "­
is, of His character. He is "a Priest forever after the 
order of Melchisedec". We nave an lIigh Priest. That is 
settled. Now,.where is He? \', . 

II. 

. WHERE IS OUR ,GREAT HIGH PRIE~T? 

;Dhere a·re soni~people with .whom it is somewhaot diffi­
cult to keep in communication -.they move so often. If 

1!4t <!S~5ptl 1IlIJitnt55 
. auh 

'JtJ)testant Abttntate / 
FOUNDER AND FIRST EDITOR-Dr. T. T. Shields 

(Editer 1922 - 1955) 

• • • 
Pu,blished' every Thursday for the propagation of the 
Evangelical principles of · .. the Piotestant Reformation 
and in defence of the faith once deUvered to the Saints. 

\ 

$3.00 Per Y~ar. Postpaid to any address. 10c Per-Single.Co~y. 

CHAIRMAN, BOA'R'D OF DIRECTORS: 
Dr. H. C. Slade, Pastor, ~-;'rvis Street Baptist Church ~ 

• , . 

ASSOCIATE 'EDITO'RS:" 
Dr •. C. D. Cole 

Oliye L. Clark, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
5.'5. 'Lesson' and Exchanges 

"I am not ashamed of the gosp~1 of Christ."-«om~ns I: 16 

• 
'" Addre~s\ Correlpo~dence: 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

130 Gerrard Street East. Toronto 2 Canada 
" Telephone,WAlnut 1-7415 

Registered Cable Address: .Jarwitsemj Canada 
\ . 

you have ever had experience in trying to keep a church SEAT.E,D AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD. That is 
roll, you would know something of the difficulties. I His address - "From ,henceforth expecting till his 
have often wiS'hed-some peoPI~ would get a ,gypsy wagon,) enemies be made his footstooL" But until then He has 
a house on wheels, so that they would stay in it. And if passed into the lteavens.. What does that mean? 

...they·did not like one street, they could move it over to~. Minis,ters sometimes a,re trou'b~~ abo~t their reputa~ 
another; but .you would have 'some idea of what house bon, and some of them about theIr standmg. Years ago 
they were living in.anyhow. / I knew a man who seemed· ,totb'ink that if .he piled up 

I have frequent enquiries as to where certain mInisters university degrees it would give 'him 'standing. J said to . 
live. Some people seem to' think I am a sort of Baptist him one day, "My dea.r 'brother, if you had diplomas 
directory. There 'is scarcely a day pa'sses but s'omehody enough to paper your study waH,.it would not make ahy 
telephones. They actually 'pay me the compliment some:- di#el'ence. It is not whaot )rou are reputed to be, but 
times of asking me if I could tell them how 'to get to a what you reaUy are that wiU count.'\ 
certain church that is not J,arvis ISt.! There are ministers' But what ·about our High Priest? What is His stand­
who do ~ot stay put very long either: they are always on ing? He 'has passed 'into the nea~ens and is'seated "far 

\ the move. .' . . a'bove all principality, and 'power, and might, and domin-
, . Now what is the address of the Lord Jesu's Christ? ion, and evfrry name ·that. is named, not only in this 

Where is He? When He "was upon eatth you ~emember world, but also· in that which is to come." It means that 
two of John"s Aisciples heard Him speak, and they fol- He has found acceptance with God. He is in session .at 
lowed Him. And they said to Him; "Rabbi, where dweIl- the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
est thou? He saith unto Ulem, Come and see." And they' Wnen- an ambassador goes to a foreign court he :pre-
followed Jesus", sents ,the credentials of ni's government, and is accepted 

But where is Jesus now? There was a time when they by tl],e ,government to which he is accr:edited., as /being the 
thought He :was in the grave, 'and they came to the representa:tive of the court from which he comes. Now' 
sepulchre with their spices to anoint His precious body. Jesus has passed into the beavens. His credentials have 
Then you. remember ,the weeping woman who 'said, "They been accepted. Heaven .itself has beensati-sfied. And' He 
have taken away my Lord, a~d I know· not where they is' our High Priest. . ./" 
have laid h'im." And to one standing /by she s'aid, "SIr, if Let us find out a HHle a:bout Him. We have 'a great, 
thou 'have borne him lience, tell me where thou nast ,laid High Priest. I would rather have a great High Priest 
him, and I will take him away." There was a time when than a great preacher, would not you? - ora great any­
the disciples of Jesus "had to a'sk, 'Where' is He? a time· thing else. How gl"eat He is no man can say. It is folly 
when He was localized, and they had to enquire respect- to compare Him with men; Whenever you 'bear a preacher 

- ing His address. .' n!lme the 'Lord Jesus ·christ in assocIation with anybo'dy' 
But where is our 'High Priest now? What is His per- else who ever lived, comnaring Him with the greatest men 

.manent add.ress?"Listen: ."We have a great high priest, of allitime,-be careful of that preacher, for "He hath 
that i's passed into the heavens" - That is where He is; ,given ~im a name th~t 1s 'a'hove every name." Ours is' a 
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great High Priest; no one cali be compared with Him. 
'He ,is not like Aaron! "Our Lord sprang of the tribe of 
, J uda; of which_tribe' Moses spake nothing conce~ning 
priesthood". Aaron was one type of -Ghrist, hut here is 
a High Priest Who is incomparably greater than Aaron, 
Hkened only to Melchisedec, a prjest forever. 

We have a 'grea:t Hi'gh Priest; 'and His name is Jesus. 
He appears not to, proseCqte, but ,to defend. His name i~ 
Saviour. Is not that a glo;ious thing? Oh, I love to think 
of Jesus in the manger! "Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS". ,I love to think· of Jesus in ,Nazareth, and 
Capernaum, moving 8jbout among men, a~d, touching men 
in their need by the touch of Ood. I love to thin:k of 
Jesus on the cross, dying in our room and stead; and I 
rejoice in Himas I ·see Him risen, moving among men. 
But He is not here now,and I am glad He is not: I am 
glad He is not here in physical ,pres~nce until he has 
come to be the King. No! No! He is passed into the 
heavens; the Jesus of the manger and the wilderness and 
the cross and the e:mpty grave h'as passed into the heav­
ens to ,be our High Priest. And as though that were not 
enough, He ,is descri:bed as Jesus the ,Son of God. How 
marvellous that is! -:- th'e Son of the Highest, knowing 
God as no one else knows Him, knowing the requi,rements 
of the divine holiness as no one el'se can possibly under­
stand them, 'lfnowing the inner spiritual significance of 
the law of God as no one else can poss'ibly comprehend -it. 
.The Son of God Who is One with the Father, Who was 
with the Father before the foundation 'of the' world, Who 
is inseparable from .the 'Father, one in essence, one in alI 
the qUl!.lities of His breing, Jesus the Son of God, that is 
my High Priest! And, ma:rk you, the Son of God is there 
to represent the sons of men~. ' 

There are lawyers who, in, the 'beginning of their car­
eer, are glad to take any case. You will f'ind them in the 
police court; you will find them dealing wi,th little mat­
ters. By and 'by the man gets on, and, he is too.busy to 
be bothered with these little things. Pl"esently you hear 
of liim as a dist.inguished counseHor. Only the~great c'ases' 
no!", would he touch. UsuaUy there are just one or two 
men at ,the top of their, profession. If someone has an 
exceedingly difficult case, no matter what the fee, they 
say, "If only I can 'get that man, I shall win my case." 

Here is the wonder of, it, that poor human crea..tures 
like ourselves, just men with 'all the frailties of our hu­
man kind, with all our weaknesses, with 'all our ten­
dencies to sin, just ordinary,· men, have a High Priest 
Who is no other ,than the Son of God! And then the 
wonder of i,t, too, 'is that He is'the Priest of 'sinful men, 
such 'as you are, 'such,as i: am! Jesus the Son of 'God ap­
pearing before the throne of the divine holiness in behalf 
'of men who are sinners! 

Now you can say it for yourself, but I say it for my­
self; I have a High Priest, whatever you have. I know 
that I have One Who not only died for me, but is passed 
tnto the heavens, Jesus the'Son of God Who appears in 
heaven for me. And in His Person I, too, have passed 
into the heavens, 'and His presence ,there is a pledge of 
my ultimate appearance' before the throne, of the divine 
glory. ' 

III. 
What is the argument of all this? ",Seeing -then that we 

have a great Mg'h priest, tha( is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, LET US HOLD FAST OUR PRO­
FESSION." 

.' 

, ...... 

"Do you dare to call yourself a Christian? That.would 
be presumption!" someone says. "I 'say my prayers; I 
read my Bible; I go to -church; I do the ,best I can; I 
hope some day I shall 'be saved,.. But oh, I would not 
think of saying, 'I am a Christia,n'!" An but, my friend, . 
seeing we have so great a High Priest, Who" is passed 
into the heavens~ Jesus the Son of.' God,· hold fast your 
profession and ,dare to say, "I 'am saved." Can you say 
it? ("Amen I"). 
. Oh, there are some people who are troubled with doubts. 
They examine themselves; they read their record;' they 
say, "I do not know whether I ought to say it." My pur­
pose this morning, dear friends, is to get you to look 
away.from you.rself entirely 'to the High Priest in the 
heavens. And ibecause of that, because 'so completely you 
are wrapped up in Christ - one with Him - hecause 
your exalted' Head has passed into' the neavens, it is 
absolutely sure, as ,God Who ,cannot lie has' promised, that 
you, too, will be there! Hold fast your profession in spite· 

, of 'aU your unworthiness, in spite of "all- your failures. 
Ta'ke fresh hold upon the promises of God this morning; 
lay your hand again to the sword, to the plow, "get on with 
God's work, seeing we have such a High Priest Who has 
'passed -into the heavens. ' 

If I had' to depend on some church members I should 
long ago "have been forced to give up: Would not you? 
I tell ,you I should have abandoned my ministry long ago 
if I had got my eyes off J,esus Chri"t. Long ago the Lol1d 
taught me that. We are to "conslder him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners aga:ist himself", lest we -be 
weary and faint in out minds. AS.our brother S~lDg to us, 
"When every;body else faHs" - everybody! Have you been 
in a darkness like that? I have; when I felt that there 
was qot a living, breathing,man anywhere who. could be 
depended upon. Such treachery have I seen, such 
betrayaI.! . ) I 

. What then? I-'knoW One Who never fails. ·And seeing I 
hll-ve such a High Priest, I am goiI)g to hold fast my 
profession, if I am the last man, and the only man, on 
earth. Will you do the same, my friends? Look to Jesus; 
cleave to Him; abide in Him. . } 

IV. 
Now 'there is a special" characteristic here described. I 

think I must, take time to call your attention to it. "For 
we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirm1ties." We might have had a 
High Priest Who would have hecome impati~nt with' our 
ignorance. But not so. We have a SYMPATHETIC 
HIGH PRIEST. 
• I have the greatest admiration for teachers, teachers 

of little child,ren, of boys and girls, and of young men . 
and women. When you have said a thing over and over 
a~ain, and 'you think you have surely got the nail in now 
and clinched !,!O that it will never come ou,t, somebody asks 
a question, 'and you s'ay, "Well, were they asleep? They 
have not heard anything at all !" Ah, it is one of the 
disabmties' from whic'ha man or .8. woman with 'a keen 
intellect suffers. 'There is a tendency to be impatient 
with people who cannot learn. That is why it is that the 
brilliant student usually makes a poor teachel". But the 
man who 1:las to work hard for everything he gets, who 
gains his. knowledge little by little, and seems to be a 
slow student, but .at length arrives' so that he becomes 
master of his 'subject, when he 'is dealing with.others, he 
remembers his own infirmity, and is. ,able to be patient 
with othel"s who· also find it difficult to learn. . Oh the 



'. 

:> 

.4 (676~ . THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVQCATE February '7, 1957 . / 

wonder of it, the wonder of it, that the One Who says" 
, "I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or 

. . ever the earth was. When tliere were no depths, I was 
, 'brought forth;, when there were no fountains abound'ing 

with water. Befor~ the mountains were 'settled, before 
'the hills was I brought forth: while as yet he had not 
made the earth" nor the 'fields; nor the highest part of 
the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, 
I was there: when he set a compass upon tb'e face of the 
depth: when he established -the clouds above: when he 
strengthened 'the fountains of the deep: whell lie gave to 
the sea his decree, that the waters 'should not pa'ss his 
commandment: When he appointed the founda,tions of 
the eal'th: then I was' "With him, as one brou'ght up, with 
him: 'and I was daily his delight, ,rejoicing' always before 
hiln; rejoicing 'in the habitable part of his earth" - that 
that One is 'our Teacher! 

The woman of the South came f.rom 'the uttermost parts 
'of the earth ,to behold the wisdom of Solomon; and, "be­
hold; a greater than Solomon is here." Infini,te wisdom is 
with Him; And you see what the text s'ays, "AU things 
are naked' and opened unto the eyes of ihim with whom 
we have to do"; from Him, no !M!Crets are hid. Wha.t a 
Teacherf 

But "we have' not an hig'h priest which cannot be 
touched wi·th the' feeling of our infirmities:" And He 
said, "Take my yoke' upon you, and learn of me. Do not 
be afraid to come to My school, for I am meek and' lowly 
in heart l an~ ye shall find rest unto your souls." 

How ea'sily He might have been impatient 'with our 
moral :blindness When we cannot see .. the difference be­
tween riglit 'and wrong. Did you ever meet people like, 
that? Here :it is, just as plain as day, as plain as the 
sim,pl~st problem in mathematics. That is' wrong -·can­
not be right. The person 'says, "Now come, let me argue, 
I do not see that there is. any wrong in it." You plead 
your cause and ibring fort~ your Sltrong reasons arguing 
the' point, but the man or the woman, especially' the 
woman perhaps, will not see it. Is tllere not a tendency 
to be impatient? You say, "But t~ere it is, plain as can 
be. That is wrong, that i'sri,~ht." "1-'40 not see it". 
, Did you eyery try f.9 help 'somebo'dy who was slipping 
down hill? Did you ever'try to prop them up? And they 
seemed to have no moral fibre. left, a man who cannot say, 
"No !", to temptation of 'any kind, a man who cannot' 
strengthen his resohition so as to do right because it is 
right. ' 

, I 
, ,I I'emember a fellow who came'to me .from the pepiten­

tiary .. He came to me in the vestry: and shut the door: 

How easily, the Lord-Jesus might have, become Im­
'patient with' us! Bu-t, ~otwithstandiilg all these things, 
'He was tempted in all points like we are, yet withou!t sin. 

-My dear friends, He wHl never let you go; if you are a 
{~hristian. You have a High Pl'iest; you wiIl always have 
a High P.riest, and the High Priest wHl always 'have 'you, 
for He seeks and saves that which was'lost. 

If that be so, let us this morning Come boldly because 
we have Jesus, and fOf no 'other reason, to the throne of 
grace, to obtain mercy and forgiveness for our sins,' and 
grace to help in. tim~ of need. . 

Let us pray: 
We. thank Thee,.O Lord, that Thou art in the heavens, 

appearing for us in the presence of the Father, yet in the 
person of the Holy Ghost Thou art ·present· with us here. 
And we pray that Thy dear children may be strengthened in 
their faith, and that any who have not yet yielded to Christ 
may be led to d~ so now. We ask it in Jesus' name, Amen. 

VISITING PREACHERS AT JARVIS STREET 
_ QQURCH 
." I . Durmg the absence of the Pastor, Dr. H. ,C. Slade, 

currently on a missionary tour in the, is)ands of Jamaica 
and ;Martin'ique in the West Indies, the following visit­
ing preachers will 'minister in Jarvis S,treet Church :.' 

PR .. K. R. IqNNEY, of Johnson City, New Ydr:k, Vice­
President of the Internationa'l- Council of Ohristian 
Churches, will give an 'illust:rated lecture on the work of 
the I.C.C.C., of" which Dr . .cdrl McIntire is President, on 
Thursday evening, 'February 7th. He will show pictures, 
tak~n' 'in Pale'stine, .The Antipodes 'and parts of Europe. 
Dr. Kinney wi'll also preach 'a't both services on Sunday, 
Februuy 10th. . 

REv.' GEORGE OLLEY,' Pastor of OaIva;ry Baptist Chu:rch, 
Ottawa, will be the.guest preach,er on Thursday; Febru-' 
ary 14th, and on Sunday, ,February 17,th. 

REV. 'GEORGE B.' FLETC~ER,' of VirginIa, U.S.A., Lec ...... -, 
turer at Toronto Baptist .seminary, wHl min'ister on 
Thursday, February 21st, and, on';Sunday, February 24th. 

DR. H: C. SLADE expects to 'be home in time to preach 
on Sunday morning, March'Srd. 

, ' , 

DR. P. W. PHILPOTT, honoured ,servant"of thEl Lord, who 
has heen preaching the glorious gospel for many years, 1s 
scheduled to preach_Sunday evening, March Srd'. ' 

" I did.not.know who he was. He said" "Look at me, sir. DAUGHTERS OF EARNESTNESS 
Do, you 'know where I 'coine from?" I sai.4, "No, i do ' , 
not." ''Well, look at my head, 'and you will 'know." It was Not simply to "the wind, however auspicious, does ,the 
close-cropped .. He said, "I have just come from Kingston 'seaman owe his 'progress. Without it, ind,eed, hIs ship 
Penitentiary". It was a lo~g ~ory; :but I found him',a 'would but rise, alld fa'll in ,the swell of the deep;' but 
position. And I said to ·the man :who employed him, "I without the skill to catch and U'se the breeze, and compel 
want you to hold me respons'ible ,for that, man. Please it, even When adverse, iby dexterous trimni'ing of ·the 

..... employ him on my 'r~mmendation ,and ask no"questions. yards, 'anif setting of the sails, and handlin'g of 'the helm, 
I will be 'responsible for ,his conduct, and if he fails I to force him on and over the waves, what service' were 
,will make good his failure. But I want you to ,trust him' 'the wind to him? So was it in Joseph"~' and so is it ,in all 
for my 's'ake." Well, I did everything for .that man, but cas~s of ·success. Gpd gives the opportunities but success 
he seemed: to have no moral stamina in him; and after turn's on the use we make of the~; o~ the promptitude 
a while he slipped, through .my bands, and got away. I :with which we seize the openings of providence; on the 

. got a pitiful letter from h'im from Australia later. Oh, ea,rne~tness of character we 'bring into the fie'id; on the 
how weak he was! I held on to him as long as' I could; .resolution and energy :we throw into our business. 
but at la'8t I,found I could do no more. -GPT'HRIE 
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THE WEEK-END SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET 

THE ThurSday evening Bible Lectures by' 'Dr. H. C. 
, Slade are 'always well attended, great interest being 

shown in the present s·eries ot most interesting and help­
fui studIes in The Pentateuch. On Thursday evening, 
January 3'lst, 't!he feasts of Jehovah (Leviticus 23) were 

- d-escri:bed, with the significance of each ,.in its portrayal 
of ·the life of. Christ and; its tYP'ical teaching concerning 
the experience ()f the indiV'idual belieVer and concerning 
the history of .the Ohristian church. . 

The .saturday Ni'ght Prayer Meeting was unusual in 
character, 'being devoted almost'entil'ely to earnest inter­
cession on behalf of the mi'ssionary causes for which the 

,church is resporis'i-ble, with special emphas-ls on tlhe mis-, 
sionary tour of Dr. and Mrs'. Slade as they visit the fields . 
of'M·al"tinique and Ja·maica, February' 5th to'· 28th. As 
the hearts 'of the large number present united in calling 
upon the Lord for His blessing, the Holy Sp'iri't responded, 
giving to His waiting people the assurance Off His pres­
ence and benediction. 

Th'e Sund~y services on February 3rd were seasons of 
spiritual refl'eshment. In the morning Dr. Slade preach­
edon the topic '-'The Woman of SamarIa" (John 4:1-14). 
TMs illuminatiug 'incident formed 1lhe basis of a powerful 
plea to sinners that they should come to the Saviour, and 
to saints that they should "'consecrate themselves to the' 
main task of the Church, 'that" of reaching out to s·ouls 
with the eGospel. We must obey the command of Christ . 
to go into ~ll the world and preach the .. Gospel as His 
witnesses, and we. must .follow His example: When on 
earth He sought Ol,lt individuals, for He places 'the high­
est value on :the hu.man; soul. To do -the will of 'God in 
this regard should be ou,r paS'Sion, as it wa·s His. At the 
'close of 'the 'service a be~ openly confessed his faith in 
Christ· as his personal 'Sa'v.i.Qur, and during the evening 
service one of the Bi·ble is'cho<?1 boys was ,baptized. 

The Silnday evening message on "The EverI-asting Cov­
enant" (Hebrews 13 :20, 21), 'while clearly and dec'isively 
pointing s'inners 'to the Lamb of ,God, also prepared the 
hearts of His people for ,the' 'great Communion Service 

, wh'ich ·followed. 'Th~ old covenant of works, with ~ts 'pur-, . 
pose as a 'scll.oolmaster· to 'bring us to Christ and to lead 
to the covenant of 'grace, failed to~ prov.ide sa~V'ation, The 

'-, 

new covenant of graee was esj;a:blished by OUI' Saviour, 
who in His Own person fulfilled and honoured the law. 
Salvation now is free :to all who will come. trusting in 
the wO'rk of -Christ on their behalf. Christ is our Great 
ShePherd; great in His .resurrection, deliverance, provi- \ 
gion and protection. The new covenant of grace was 
estabI.i-S'hed between Christ and Hls Father. The demands 
o;f d·ivine justice 'have":beefi fully satisfied, and reconcilia­
tion between 'GOd and man, is now gradously possible. 
Five new members were received at the Communion 
SerV'ice. ' 
. , 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR· 
SUNDAY , 

9.415 Bible School' fol' everYlbody, from 'grandfather 
to-the ,baby. 

11.00 Morning Service. 
4.30 Afternoon Class.... '- ' 
5.55 Young People's Bible F~llowship Hour. 
6.00 . Prayer Service in Gl"eenwa:y Chapel. 
7,00 Reguiar evening service. 

TUESDAY 
8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Bible School, 

• # followed by the teaching of the lesilon at ~8.45. 
THURSDAY 

2.30. Senior Dorcas Sewing Meeting. . 
5.30 Junior Dorcas Sewing MeetinE. 
8.00 . Bible Lecture by Dr. H. C. Slade. 

FRIDAY 
7.00.and 8.15-Junior and Senior choir practices. 

. 7.00' Friday Night Round-Up for boys an~ girls. 
SATURDAY 

8.00 Great :Weekly Prayer Sel'Vice in Greenway Hall. _ J • 

"The pusy world shoves angdly aside 
The man who stand,s wi,th arms akimbo set, 
Until occasion tells him what to do; 
And he who waits to have his task marked out, 
Shall die and leave bois errand unfulfilled. 
Our time is one which calls~ for earnes~ deeds.'.' . I ... :;~::;::;;:.~~~.~::::;~ .. ~;~~:;~:;~ ........... -.. -· ... : .................................. a 

"My People are ' , 
destroyed for"laek 130 Gerrard St. E.; Toronto 2. 
of kno'!ledge." So 'f. 
said Hosea in his ' 
day. So say we in 
ours. THE GOS- -
PEL WITNESS is 
seeking to reID­
edy ·this eoncU­
tion. Help spread·. 
,it;. Send us' names "-

or 
- more names -
and still _more 
names. Use this 
coupon DOW. 

Pleue send ·The. Gospel Witness Jree for four weeks to '-

/ 

------------------------------------------------, , ' 

/ ----------------------------------,-----------:-----

My frien~ wil,l receive these four sample i_nee free and· wDl be 
onder no ,obligation whatever •. 

htt.re1t a. lUi oJ 1M' ~ oJ addldonal . 
. ~ e frien4a ",lao might appret:itII4J tAU free' 0' •. 

= . . . 
• ~ ••• ~ .. w ..... y .................................................................................. ~ 
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.The Divine Purpose Conc'erning 
./' 

By Dr. Robert ~ubm:rr 

'(Part II) 
" , (Tramla~ecl from the French by M. E. Daish) 

"I also will ask you one thing: 
"The baptism of John, whence was it? 
"From heaven, or of men!" 

. "":':Matt. xxi :24, 25 . 

• THE DIVINE PURPOSE FRUSTRATED Why then di~, the first Reformers 'adhere to a ceremony, 
, far more foreign to the le~ter and to the spirit 'of the 

WE !fA VE already seen: ' Scriptures than many others, wi'th .regar~ to which they 
. 1.-How wise and benevolent, was the purpose of s'howed themselves pitiless 11 ' 

God in ~urnis'hi.ng~Hi! peo~le with the spi~itua:I assistance, I.-Because, though :admir~'!>le mEm, ~ey .were never­
afforded by belIevers baptIsm .. , ' the1ess men of limited facultIes, naturally Incapable of 

2'>-How serious have been the consequences of the handHng all questions with' alisolute thoroughness, and of 
.rejection of this loving desi~. ~ escaping f.rom all the errors and 'all the we~esses of 

We now propose to examine still further: their times, or for foreseeing the lamentable consequencs 
l:-How greatly Christian people pave erred" in insti- thereof; . 

tuting infant sprinkling. 2.-B~ause, :being prudent men, they de~red to resist 
2.-How urgent is the necessity laid -upon us, to return the excesses w1.tich_ fraudulently shielded themselyes be-

to the divine ordinance of the immersion of believers. hind the nO'ble name' of the Ana:baptists,* so that they 
We shall ·avoid Ungering, in the following lines, upon' spu,rned everY -appearance, even ceremonial, of connection 

the minor points of the'controversy which infant sprink- with them. 
ling h~s evoIsecI,. Fo~bearing 'also ~ retu~ to: historical S:-Because, being fallible men, they couJ·<t for't.he 
arlr?ment~' so ml:!;l!y 'tImes 'stated, we SU~It only th~ fol- moment, forget that the approval of God is alway~ lD­

lowmg POInts,. WhICh .nu~be~s o~ .most emIl!e~t pedo-bap- finitely. more to be desir~d than that of' men, ·and heSItate 
tists' a'gree WIth us m consulermg as defImtely s~ttled. before the reproach ana, the complications, 'which might 

I.-Infant sprinkling is not the subject of any scrip- have been occasioned by the re-introduction of the im­
tural command, nor of any clear 'scriptural prec,edent or mersion of believers. 
inference. ' 

2.-Infant sprinkling is a ceremony' clearly distinct in 
its form, in its meaning, and in its subjects, fro!D the 
immersion of believers. . 

S.-Infant sprinkling .'can ~ever ·be established, but by 
arguments which are not 'scriptural, and quite distinct 
from those which apply to the immersion of believers. 

These a.rguments fall int~two classes: 
A.-Those which were brought forward at the intro­

duction of/infant ·sprinkling,. to justify its establishment. 
Practically unkown :before' the beginning of the third, cen­
tury, and ardently striven against for a nu~ber of year~, 
the institution which is under our consideration coU'ld 
not be established: (a) except under cover otthe idea of 
a magical virtue attaching to the saciiments; (b) except' 
in ,cons'ideration of the superstitious fear of perishing 

, without baptisliJ; (c) except ~y virtue of the IIlusion that 
a visible' Church should 'gather, from their :birth, all the 
citizens of the Sta,te into her membership., 

B.-Those arguments which sprang up many centuries 
later, when, the first appear~g untenable, it 'became 
necessary to abandon the ceremony completely, or else to 
~rop it up henceforth on new grounds. , 

If the Reformers, pursuing to the end the~r desire to 
return to the Sc·riptures, had, rejected, together with so 
many other RomiS'h practices, the 8prinkli~$ .... of infants, 
we dare to affirm that Protestantism wouJd never have 
dreamed of going back upon -that verdict, any more than 
it has re-established other customs equalIy\ ,!anting-in 
s~iptural foundations, su<:,h as, for instance,"the ancient 
p~rticipation of infants in the communion. 

* * ~ 
This' regrettable inconsistency on the part of the first 

Reformers was, allls! 'to be pitiIEissly rem~mbered by 
Bossuet. In masterly pa'ges, too little 'known by Protf;!s­
tantism we see how the famous Catholic controversialist 
turns t~ the grea,test possi-ble ,account the, dilemma in 
w'hicl\. the Protestants had so unforutnatelyallowed them­
selves to be caught. To those who so enel'getically re­
jected the doctrinal value of tradition, and who declared 
that they couId, trust to. nothing but the Bible, he tri­
umphantly called to mind that the 'Scriptures only recog-' 
nise 'the immersion of believers, and that 'by preserving 
infant sprinkling upon t1!e sole evidence of trad'iti?n, 
Protestants sanctioned in their own midst, after haVIng 
censured· it among their 'adversaries, recourse to an au­
thority other than the Scriptures. (Bossuet: Traite 
de la Communion). / , ' 

In order to save ~rotestantism fr~m the discredit, of 
such an evident contradiction, it was necessary for the 
Reformers to tax-their ingenuity in- order to make some. 

. reply.. Bossuet's opponents had- :the choice M thre:',aIter­
natives:, 

--1'" . 
• In Church history, the na~e Anabaptists (from .Greek­

"to baptise again") usually deSIgnates a se~t ,of fa!latIcs, who, 
led by one Thomas Munzer, (15~O) commItted. WIld extrava­
gances during the troublous Reformation penod. . ThEly re­
jected infant baptism, and had they kept true to theIr worthy 
origin, the whole ~rend of Protestantism, mi~ht haye been 
most-thoroughly improved. In more modern tImes, the name 
has been applied to those who do not regard infant sprinkling 
as real baptism, acco!~ to the Scriptures. 

J 

'" 

/ 

, 

( 

( 

I 
I 



'=". 

J 
Ii 

I 
February 7, 1957._ . (679) 7 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and- PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 

I.-Either to accept with humility the recall to their 
principles, which the famous prelate had addressed to 
them, and henceforth ·to entirely 'abandon infant sprink-

_ ling as unscripturaI. 
. 2.-0r else,' while 'adhering to 'infant s·prinkling, to rec­
ognise its traditional character, and to eg.tablish it not 
uPon scriptural argum~nts, hut on grounds of expediency 

. and' cbnvenience. This would certainly have :been illogical, 
but it, would 'at ."lea'st have been 'an attitude of candour 
and· uprightness. ' 

S.-·Or lastly, .to maintain it by, attempting a desperate 
effort on its behalf 'by ,the use of scriptural arguments, 
te:ds and analogies. , ... 

Unfo~unately, it was this last :'flternative" the most 
periIous of all, which the Reformers chose. The CODse'­
quences were lamentahle. A bad cause ·makes the argu­
ments bad, which are uSed for its defen-ce. Thus we see 
ilia,t in -order to establish iIi their encounters with Bossuet 
and other opPonents, both -Catholic 'and Anabapti'st, the 
scripturil:l validi,ty 'ilf infant spr~nklin'g, the Reformers 
were compelled: . 

A.-To do violence to the best rul~s of hiblical.inter­
pretation: . , 

1.-To the rules of philology, 'by arbitra,riIy modifying 
the obvious meaning of "haptizo", to imlJlerse: 

2.-To the rules of historical criticism, by considering 
as established the exi'stence of infants 'in ,the hou~ehold 
of LydIa." , 

S.-To the (J/YI,o},ogy of faiJth', hy resting the fundamental 
dogma of entrance into ,the ehurch, upon the proble~atic 
existence of newly born infants not mentioned in the 
Bible, and tha't, ,in the face of the d'istinet teaching of 
the entirety of Scripture, which demands personal faith, 
previous to any' religious act, and before baptism in 
particular.; • . ... , 

4.-To the rules of a sane exegesis,. by. ,taking out. of 
their context, and- :by 'interpreting in 'an uffjuB'tifiahle 
manner such words as: "Suffer 'little children to come­
unto Me." "Your children are holY~"..L!..Thou shalt be saved. 
thou and thy house." Etc. 

5.-To the unchanging rule~' of typology, by instituting 
!In arbi,trary ·comparison between infant sprinkling and 
circ.umds'ion. 

B.--'-To 'establish'the bibHcal.validity of this ceremony, 
they moreover ascribe 'to God intentions which are no­
where set forth in the teachings of His Word. 
I.-The intention that His explicit instr~ctions ,relat­
ing to the immers'ion of heiievers should be modified in 
the course of time. ' • 

2.-The intention of 'attaching ·to baptism a blessing 
essentially dis,tinct-from any other wh:ich .. may be receiVEd 
in ·the accomplishment of 'Other Christ~an d1.lties. 

S.---'T-he -intention of creating an inn-ate difference be­
tween the children of Christians and those of worliily 

. people, by the means of ,a special covenant with Christian 
families, and of a special promise to their chi'ldren. . -.. -

'- 4.---'The intention of 'seeing co-existent in the church 
two classes of people: those who, having received baptism 
as infants, are not converted; and those who, s;>rinkled 
or not, have become Christians. \ 

* * -. 

\ 

The consequences of these errors of, interpretation have 
\>een profoundly disastro~s. 

1.-The reproa-ch of Bos~uet has remained, all through 
the centuries, the implacable challenge which still exposes 

. Protestantism ·to most humiliating sarcasm, from well­
informed ·Catholics. 

2.---'The embarrassment of. ~itu,rgical authors has be~ 
come. acute, whEm tliey have had ,to attempt to incorpor­

. ate in the service for infant sprinkling, appropriate bibli­

.. cal allusions and texts, as well as common sense argu­
ments ensuring seriousnes>s and solemnity. 
S.~The inteHectual conscience of Pedabaptist exposi­

tors has become. ,mOl'e or less perverted, ~nd their ability 
to expound the teaching of the :Scriptures on .!!cclesiastical 
matters,' ha's been hence in 'a great measure ·paralysed. 

4.-Tne cl:J.~~ches have been weakened by the introduc­
tion of the uneonverted into their Jmidst. 

5.~Conversion. being considered' unrieces8a!'y to ba~­
tism', 'it has become very difficult to require it for ad­
mission to the Lord"s table. 

6 . ....:..The "first Communion" being practically consid­
e'red as the sign of entrance into' the .church, this innova­
tion has unaV'Oidably led to inextricable confusion, and I 

to unutterable moral sufferings for godly pastors, . 

7 . ..,..-The Uberty of the little ones baptized -not having 
been respected, these' 'same have too often felt it very 
unjust to be reproached later on with having broken 
promises, which they would never have dreamed of mak­
'ing of th.eir own accord. This cirCumstance has not 
helped to ,render 'religion congenial to them, but ;rather 
is one of the chief causes of modern indifference. 

8.-To these'evil consequences should be added the im­
mense loss sustained· by all those who, mistaking their 
sprinkling as infants for a true baptism, are deprived, 
of the very ·corrsiderable .... spiri'tual advantages which.have 
been ascribed above to the immersion of believers.· 
• 9.-Lastly, God Himself -cannot but experience real sor-' 
row, in seeing so many of His most sincere children, so 
many of those whom He has taken infinite pains to re-

. qeem at ·such great co'st, capable of rejecting one ordin­
ance of l:Iis Word in order to 'adopt another, which .!lot 
only fails -to carrespond with His own thought, but whic:h 
has become a veritable reversal of-it. 

• ••• 
It is no exaggeration to affirm that, for all these 

reasons, infant sprinkling is to-day defended - only by 
means of questionable al"guments. Theologians' as' a 
whole agree, let us remember, in refusing it any scrip­
tural foundation; and their great majority admit, with 
praise-worthy candour, that the ot'her 'gl"ounds upon which 
it is maintained are most fra'gile. 

. Among them, the only one which appears to have any 
weight, is the argument of the solidarity of the human 
race. , ~ 

The idea of infant sprinklhig is founded for many on 
this fact, which we are fal" from denying. "As by one 
man's disobed:ience many' were made sinners, 'so by the 
obedience of OBe shall many be made righteous.!.' Romans 

. 5: 19. But the soHda:i'itY of the race does not d~stroy, 
,individuali,ty. N:o man is lo&t by Adam's sin; i~ is our 
own persorwl sin which ruins us. And in the same man-' 
ner, no man is saved by the ·death of Christl (M1;cepthe 
die. to himself. Thus, baptistd is not. designed ·,to r~-
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sent original 'sin· 'and universal grace, but, essentiaJJy. t'he plunge in water, but' a solemn ·proclamatlon of his death 
repentance of the sinner. and th~ faith by which he layt! and· of his resurrection with· Cnrist. understand why the 
hold" upon grace. Baptism symbolise's our 'IJOlulttary death ,Lord attached in His Word. such great importance to this 
(in contrast with the common fate which falls upon all -impressive ·symbol. . 
men) and our personal resurrection with Christ. '3.~Immersion is' an act which 'is repulBi;e· to certain 

. The basis of the old covenant was' ,heredity. the si'gn ,natures.-We reply that. where this 'is 'the Case,...it is but 
being' circumcision: The basis of the new covenant. is an:ather· reason for practising it. since those who are in 
liberty" and the s!81l ;is naptism of regenerate '~eJievers. . Christ have crucWed' -the flesh. ,and 'shouid 'seize' ·ev:erY.. 

• • • occas,ion to 'Put to death their human, ,:rep.ugnances. when' 
thes~ eX,ert.themselves in oppositio~ to div'ine obligations. 
Moreover. it is es'pecially to tastes perve~-by sin. t1!~t 
immersion is contrary. But at convers'ion. when the rule 
of the old nature passes away, the first act of t'he new 
creature should, by' t'he choice of God, be precisely this. 
If af.ter' conversion, the conflict.is persistent b~tw.een the 

THE DIVINE PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGED . , . { 

In the preceding pa·ges. we have· endeavoured to estab­
lish the raison 'd·'etre 'of the immersion of ·belieVers. '-the 

. sad' consequences of its abandonment. and the necessity 
of transforming the ceremony of infant_sprinkling. We 
desire now to insiSt on the, urgency of a ret?tm to the 
divine purpose' concernin'g this symbol. 

The fact-that our Lord clearlY,commanded imr.,nersion. 
and that He Unked a profound meaning to its practice. 
as wen as the consideration of the. rare blessings Which 
it.brings to the individual and to the whole body, 'should. 
it seems. suffice to decide every, true child of God and 
every faithful Ohl'istian body. on a prompt and:, joyoils 

,'inclinations of ,man 'and the divine· ord,inance, the,defi­
ciency is in man, and ,the 'reformation 'must, take place 
wi;thJn himself ... 

obedience. ' 
If it is not thus, it is because the. point in question is 

that of !in ordinance f~len into disuse, and of.wh'i~h gen­
e~l~ ,but a glimpse is seen. through a. ·thick veil of dis­
tre~sing objections. . 

These objection,s may be divided into two classes: 
those which arise from faltering8 ot the Will. and: those 
which come from incomplete con'lJiCt~on. 

Among the first.' let us· enumerate the foJI<iwiilg, 
frequently raised by ,Chris·tians who. though recognizing 
baptism as a divine institution. nevertheless remain 
i,rresolute. 

1.-Immersion add8 nothing to the spiritual' grace8 
alreadY'P0886s8ed.-We reply'that. were it thus. we cou1d 
by no mean's d,ispense with' 'it 'on that accoun't. for we owe 
imnlicit, obedi~nce to 'God; 'particularly in such things as 
bring us no ieward' •. since disinterestedness is the token. 
of trne love. But. although the material act of 'immer-' 
sion 'Possesses no virtue in its'~lf. we must however, recall 
that the 'Drecedhlg pages have 'shown how very precious 
are the divine favours attached to it by our 'Lord; on 
account of the obed·ience Which it exo'resses. In this 
entirely spiritual sense. we can tlterefore affirm . that 
immersion really.' 'a4ds much to th~. 'graces a-lready 

_possessed. . 

·2.-1mmerBion i8 a ceremony which"doe8 not create an1! 
reli!1i0U8 impre88ion.-Werenly that in th'is. baptism 
resembles -the Lord's Sunner. In these 'two 'sYMb01s. those 
who look at the material fo'rm only. do 'indeed d'iscover 
not.hing imnresg;ive;. they' might even go 'so far as to find 
tha't. in certain aspects. they both lend themselves to· 

,ridicule. But tliese sy'mbols are acted para:bles. and re­
semb1e the spoken par~bles of ,the ,Saviour. Under the 
external coverinsr of the verbal or material figure. which 

-is all that indifferent sP·ectators perceive. a profound 
meaning is ·to be found. which MIly attentive spectators 

. discover. Those who can read a's a
O 

commonplace. that the 
Son of God was :plunged: beneath the 'waters of the Jordan 
by JO'hn the' Bantist. know nottlingof the profound' im­
press'ion which they ,might themselves experience as par­
tici'Pan'ts or as' 'sympathetic witn'es'ses of baptism·. .Those 
who be'lipld in the imme:rsiof!, of a b-r()t'her; not' a' strange 

'-

4.-Immersion is: in genei'aJ" an unpOpular act . ...,...:.Wben. 
this. Is so, Christians Should embrace it as a propitious -
opportunity to offer to' God a sactifice which costs them 
something. "But. let· us determ'ine the enent of tMs un­
popularity. The major~ty of those who disapprove of 
immersion, ·h·ave, never seriously studied the que!!tion.' 
ConseQuently, their opiniQn can hliye no weight whatever. 
Among those who have studjed it, the 'immense majority, 
composed of !the unanimity of Baptists, and 'Of almost all 
Pedo-baptis·ts. recognize the scriptural character of lm­
mersion.Ttb:e number is 10w·.:therefOl'e. of-.those whose 
sincere c!)nvicti9ns or whose preJudices. 'keep them on. 
t~e other ·side.· Tthe baptized have thus lbut few a'gainst· 
them who are' nOt ignorant or ileluded·. To be unpopulaJ; 
among su~;- ~h6uld not :b_e very' ihif;im-i'dating to those who 
are .lookingto God. ..' 

5:~Facts prove that immersion d6e8 not procUre a war­
rant of superior piety.-Th'is il;'l a very poor objecti~n, 
for .piety is far too individual a tthing •. for the Christian 
ever to reguiate 'h'isconducl by that of tllose who hve 
passed by the-road which he shouId. take.' ·!Moreover, even 

. were it proved that all the baptized are inconslstent or 
. hypocritical. thatt faCt should, cause no hesitation. to' one. 
who 8ees his duty.' Howev~r, it is easy'to prove tn'at the 
im'mersion of believerS' 'is inevi·tably .followed.by less de-' 
fectlon than 'is' infap.t sprinkling .. Besides it is not be~ 
cause immersion is 'had in: itself. tha't 'some Baptists a:re 
inconsistent; 'but because the human imperfection with 
which it is practised. canno!'prevent its sometimes 'being 
observed with too much promptitude, or on mistaken 
manife~tions of faith. of which God 'alone is in a posi­
tIon to. d.iscern the true character. 

6.-Immersion obliges those. who Practise it to join 
themselves to,.the BaptiBts . .!....Since·. 'in the 'matter of bap­
tism, it .. i·s impo'ssible to be neutral., it· is better ,after all 
to be united with those who hold the same views'as one­
self, especiaHy when those views are scriptural. 

We unde~nd however that . 'some hesitate to· beco~e 
connected -With Baptists:. . ' 

A . ......;First., o~, ~a,ccount of the name which th,ey bear, 
·Butt this name is 'the only means of plainly stating' one 
of the. features respecting which they m~g'ht be cOl,lfused 
with others. It is a convenient secondary appeIIation; 
which' 'is' elnploye4 in 'the place of the rea'l title. 'by virtue 
·of I1lhat 'law of language .wh~ch requires that- for the sake 
of clearne·ss. the Whole should be. d~ri'bed by. the mime 
of a part. It 'goes without sayihg ,t'haif; the single title . 
/. --'" 
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- of ·Christians,of disciples, o~ of brethren woul:d be, al­
though 'stilI incomplete, quite sufficient and very prefer­
able. Moreover, to any' who know a little-of the Baptist 
bodies, it is ve.ry ,plain that ,Chri'st. Himself, and not one 
of His rites, is, in reality, ;the central point and the su­
preme object of the thoughts, the conversation and 
preaching of. His baptised disciples. From this point of 
view therefore, connection with them does not offend the 
. cons·cienc!'e. . 

. B.-Abstention from bapti'sm, may be' bom of a wish 
to escape from the narrowness 'which is said to c'harlict~r-
ize Baptists.. " 

We confess 'that, as everywhere else, it is possible that 
there may be· individuals among -them, of.a naturally nar- . 

\. row character;' and we deplore it. But the great principle 
- of private Uberty which 'jos 'at -the foundation of baptism, 

reacts· against narrow-mindedness, which appears far 
more readily wherever, for' want of.a deeper unifying 
principle, the unity can only be maintained by the arti­
ficial tie of a common infant sprinkling. 

Fidelity to the principle- of i,mmersion and .the logical 
acceptance of its ,consequences, ·does not therefore involve 
more sectarian behaviour, than does the adoption of any 
other biblical conviction. • . 

"'C.~Some hesita'te to f'a~ the consequences of bapti'srq, 
because BapUsts are not .. in general, very numerous, and 
because to do as they do, is apparently.to condemn oneself 
to .iBolatiMi. • 

This objection is, in a certain measure, to 'be under­
stood in places where our principles a~e t:epresented only 
by slllallchurches, where gifts are fevi, ,intercourse' slight, 
and the opportunities of doing good apparently very 
scarce. But if Baptist principles are' right, they are the 
best and the mosl fruitful, and therefore the body which 
labours, to maintain them, whatever its circumstances 
may be, 'should have the loyal support of aU who have 
been convinced of their truth.. Let us add nevertheless, 
that in the 'case of a Christian Who, in his neighbourhood, 
risks remaining solitary in his convictions, his baptism by 
no means hinders his loyal and disinterested 'Co-opera tion 
. in the evangelical activities of the neighbouring bo~ies. 

. D.----Some hesitate to embrace baptism 'because they are 
not read.y to unite themselves with Baptist bodies in all 

- the conseqUences which 'the latter believe to be involved 
in their baptism. . 
. -While fully believing that the views and methOds of 
the Baptists are, in their entirety, perfectly logical and 
scriptural, we Me quite reidy to admit that certain casts 
of -min4, and certain disposition-s of heart, cannot im­
mediately CQnsent to them. But no Christian has 'a right 
to refuse obedierice to one of God'·s co1Dmands, under the 
pretext that- the whole length of the path Which he must 
travel, is no't j-Iluminated. It should suffice that the spot 
upon whicll he must set 'his first step be visible, for him 
to set out -immed'iately, trustin'g that the fonowing steps 
will also be ma«!~ -plain. When 'a disciple sees that bap. 
tis'lp. is. a duty. for h;im, he should be baptized without 
delay, even t'hough he 'cannot yet hind himself to all the 
consequences which Ba·ptists hoM 'to be connected with 
their ·baptism.. Moreover, 'it is well to realize 1:hat the 
individualism from which the conception of J>a-ptism 
which we advocate origiriates, ensu,res to the most mili­
tant full liberty. of ~per.gonal jud,gment in all questions 
which are clearly reCognised as open ones; 

/ 

... 

7.-Immersion entails 80 many material complications, 
that its practice is hard to reconcile with the religion of 
the Spirit.-As it is proved that the Spirit of God ha~ 
Himself inscribed' 'Vhe commandment of immersion :in the 
'Scriptures, 'it is most daring of man to pretend to surpass 
th~ divine Person in spi!ituaIity. ~he example of Naaman, 
tha"t of the :blind ·man of .Siloam, the details of the Passion, 
the Lord's .supper -itself, prove, among other things, 'that­
it is not immaterial whether a spiritual a.!Xion should, or 
should not, :be ~ccomplished un-der specified ma.terial con­
ditions. Moreover, these complications are, after all, very 
slight, wherever 'baptism is practised ,in a regular manner. 
The holding ·of 'lfu.e 'smallest meeting pre-supposes the 
e~istence of material conditions far more complex. 

tIi * * 
Hav.ing up ~ this point fixed our attention upon the 

objections which are raised ·by ·Christians who are per­
suaded, b.ut not decided, we 'shall now occupy ourselves 
with those of Ohristians who are decided, but not.yet per-

. suaded. Logically, these -last should, have come first; hut 
as· they Me infinitely mp.re plausible and more deserving 
of respect than the preCeding ones, we have thought it 
obet.ter to keep them for the end: Should not the education 
of the will, moreover, always ];lave the precedence ovei 
that of the understa~ding? 

l.--:-Some O'bject tJhat immersion is superfluous for those 
who have previously been' christened as infants. . 

We think we have proved, in the .prec~(iing pages, that 
these two acts have absolutely nothing in common, and 
that consequently ..... the one cannot be a useless repetition 
of the other. The immersion of ;believers -is there-fore no -
slight upon. the graciQusand Christian design, which 
under ,the ill-ehosen nam~ of 'baPtism', has- come to affirm 
the desi,re of parents tpcon-secrate their child to God, and 
the desire of the church to welcome them und'er her in­
fluence. The experience of the twelve Epliesians (Acts 19) 
~learly sh,?ws tha:t a 'baptism, even though sincere, and 

_ even ·by immersion, 'sohould always be repeated when it is 
absolutely ·plain that i't was accomplished with no under-
standing whatever of its true meaning. '-

2~':""Some again o'bject to immersion on account of there 
being anothe1' ,baptism,.;.that 0; the lJoly Spirit. 

The example of the household of Cornelius (Acts 10: 
47), should, however, suffice to show that there is no use­
less repetition in these t~o iba'ptisms, which are in fact 
absolutely distinct, both in their design, in, ,.the elements 
which· they require, and in ,their meaning. The one ex;­
presses the tes,timony which 'man .renders to God. TIle 
other is the testimony which God 'accords to man. Jesus 
Himself never confused them. Endowed, ·above all· oth'ers, 
with the.HolySpirit, not only -was He immersed Himself, 
but He' specially sent Anania'S to Saul' of Tarsus, on the 
double mission of speaking 'to him of tne fulness of the 
Holy Spirit, ·and of baptizing him speedily. . 

3 . .:......Some also object to the immersion of ·Q.eIlevers on 
the 'ground of the non-perpetuity of th~s ordinance. 

We ask those who tell us.that -baptism was esta:blishea 
provisionally, on a~count of special and passing ci'rcum­
stances, to 'j;ry to reconcile this suppos'iti'On with the text: 
"Go •.. balltize . . . teaching t!hem to· observe all things 
whatsoever I' have commanded you," _ and then wi,th this 
next declaration: "Even unto the end of the world,~" 
Moreover, 'can we·believe··that ·the -Lord would have given 
to His fi,rst disciple's a' symobol, the gJ:acious significance 
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of which is et~ . .rnally true and effectual, and; that He 
would 'have decided to deprive their successors of it? 
How, above aH,~ Could we prove this intention, in the ab­
sence of any biblical allusion to the subsequent abolition 
of the sy~bol 1 And in the place of scriptural jnstructions, 
by wha~ 'signs woul~· 'Ohristianity 'have known, ~hen the 
hour for thi's a'boJ.i.tion had ar,rived? There are those Who 
declare th!lt ·this change has ;been a necessary consequence 
Qf ;the apostasy of the chuz:ch. But in this case, it would 
be necessary 'to prove: (a) That t1be Scriptures sanction· 
the id.ea of a' vi'sihle, univEjr~al church;. (b) .That there . 
are facts·to 'show tl!'at there has been a collective apos­
tasy of this visible churc:h; (c) That this apostasy en­
tailed for 1!he churches and for all time, a kind of heredit­
ary rejection, following which baptism, the sign of'the 
visible church, lost -its importance in the eyes of the Lota. 
Th'is demonstration, though of,ten attempteii, has neVer 
been effected. . 

4.--.:0thers object to immersion for the reason that 
the majority of Christians have been converted too long 
to be able to return so tardily to this form of testimony-. 

In .matters of ·Christian obedience" t'here is no time­
Umit. In the twenty-first 'Chapter of Matthew, we l'ead 
tbe ,story of a son who, When -invUed to go and. work in 
nis father's vineyard, answere.d: "I will not"; but after­
wards be repented, and -went. Jesu·s thus emphasized that 
approval must naturally be the portion of' those who do' 
the will of the F·ather. Since sonship did not Idispe~e 
with obedience in his ease, neither S'hould i't suffice for 
us ,that· we have long heen children of -God. ·Since ·one­
'of the sons, was approved for 'going back upOn 'his first 
refusal of obedience, we cannot bu,t expe¢t divine ap-

... probation in retrieving our own. And since, ,in the ma­
jority of' cases, only 'lack ()f knowledge, and not re-fusal 
of obedience, prevents 'immtrsion . at the time of con­
versi-on, it sh()uld be-"all the' easier to 'have the grace to 
.retrieve an omission, rather than a sin of disobedience. 
Even· ·though previous, testimony' may have., long borne 
witness to conversion, i.t remains none the leSS true that,' 

, in the eyes of men and. more esp~iany in the eyes of God 
and of .angels, the observance of immersion proclaims, 
with yet greater fu'lness and· dearness, what kind of con­
version is in quest·ion: a conversion Which'compels oh'edi­
'ence even unto death, 'and unto·the-symbol of death." 

5:-After these abundant arguments, from which how­
ever, we h'ave omitted. all allusio'n to many notoriously 
childish o'bjections, which a're 'too -often u.rge(l against 
believers' ·immersion. we should nevertheless by no means 
he surprised to heartha,t cla's'sicaJ remark: "The Baptist 
point of view i's best." No do.ubt ,the Christian world would 
gain 'immensely by -its·ad'pption. But nevertheless, it is 

'very necessary' that the Christian should feel himself 
called upon ,to be baptized. 

'This disconcerting ob'jection proceeds from a false mys­
ticism. By putting all actions under the control of per­
ceptiBle ·inward 'impulsions, Qne displaces,' 'in favour of 

- an 'imaginary individual revelafion, the absolute and uni-, 
versal 'au't'hority of the p~rfec't revelation given by the 
Holy Spirit Himself, once for all 'in the Scriptures. The 
H()ly Sp'irit never gives a new revelation ,about matters, 
upon . which He 'has already expliciotJ.y spo·ken.. His divine 
d,ignity would proh~'bit Him from thus ,repeating the same . 
'vh'ing, and He will 'never call -to bap'tism, a second time, 
those who will not try 'to-d'iscern His voice 'in-the Scrip­
tures. Nowhere moreover, does the Bible teach that of1he 
law of~aptism is only. ':\jinding on thos~ to whom the Lord 

/ 

miraculously cOmes to confirm it, and nowhere does it 
s'anction, or ~yen anti~ipate,.;the existence 'in the religious 
world, of one category of Christians whose duty it IS to 
:b~ buried in the name of the Lord, and another of Whom 
-it is not the duty. 

, This finaI objection 'is then most ;feeble, and, could not 
long ,remain 'the bulwark of anyone who bas !ii~d to self 
and therefore considers, a:bove aU else, th'at ,it becometh 
us to fulfil all ri'ghteousness!,even as Jesus did: • 

CONCLUSION ' 
'The future of 'Christian reforms· 1S ever shrouded in 

mystery, ;for und~ub'tedly any departure from the cou.rse . 
of divine ordinances unhappilY"entails absolutely inE!X'tric­
a'ble situations., We d() n()t know ,moreOver, how much 
longer 'the d.ivine Bridegroom wm"tar.ry before His re­
'turn. But this we do know, that when the Bridegroom 
comes, nothing will be 'immaterial. There may be more or 
less oil in -the lamps; 'but the mea:sure ()f l()ve thus re-' 
v£\aled will decide ,the place of eaCh"'one in the bridal pro- .... 
eession. The endeav()ur to d'elig'ht the BrldegroOril, even 
in the exactness of 'the' leas't details of. material service, 
and to please. Him,by confor.~ity to His spiritual purpose, 
is what will determine the degree of welconfe which will 
be given to those who will go forward to meet Him. 

"Thou ha:st 'been ·faithful over a'few things, I wHl m~e' 
thee ,ruler over many things: enter ,thou into the j-oy of 
thy Lord!" 

EDUCATION INCREASES RE'SPONSIBIUTY 
The edu·cated' rationalist may laugh at you. But tomQr­

row he will 'be trodden under foot, and wHI go down to 
,shame and everlasting cont,~mpt. "Stop,'; you say, "sup­
pose he graduated at Harva,rd1 or at Prmceton? or sUp-, I 
pose he is 'at the head ()f one of the GermAn Universi­
tie.!! 1" I can not help that. God makes no ,spec.ial regula­
tionforthe, graduates of Harvard or P.rinceton. 'Reject­
ing 'the Bible, 'they wHl go down to be com·panions of ,the 
most abandoned wretches. in the universe, and more 
miserBible than they, because of the'ir 'SUPerior education. 
One rule for all - ;for great brain and little 'brain; for 
'high-fore-headed. Greek pl'ofessO'r, ~md. for flat-skulled 
Esquimau-x: "He ''thaot believeth 'and is :baptized' shaH be 
save!i; and'he that believ~vh not shall be damned." 

-TALMAGE 

CHRISTIANITY AN EDUCATION 
Christianity redeems us; riot from sin only, bqt from 

all, narrQwness, meanness, and littleness of conception; 
it put§· great thought into our hearts and bold words into 
oU'r mouths, and leads, us oU't from oUT village prisons to 
behold all nations ()f--mankind: On this ground alone, 
Chri'stian'ity 'is the best educator in the world. J.t will 
not allow the soul ,to be mean. Itt forces the h~rt to be 
noble and'\hopefu'l. Its'ays, "Go' and teach all na'tions;" 
",GO' ye into alI the world;" "Look not every man on his 
own things, 'but every zh~n,also ()n the thiil'gs of others;" 
"Give and it shall :be given. unt()/you." It is something 
·to 'have 'a voice so Divine ever stirring the will and 
mingling counsels. It 'is like a sea-breeze :blowing over 
a sickly land; like sunI'igM piercing the Jog·s of- a long 
dark night. If we have liarrow sympathies, mean ideas, 
paltry concepti()ns, we are not scholars in the school of 
·Chrst. We are citizens of the -world; 'let us bring no 
·reproach upon Chist by our exclusiveness.-PARKER. 
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The Conversion .of Children 
By ·Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon '. 

"Brethren if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; let him know, 
that he which 'converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins."--James 5:19, 20. 
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BELOVED f.riends, I hope you do not a:Ito'gether forget tians ought to be most earnest in i·t. He who converts 
!the Sabbath-school, ap.a· yet I 'am 'afraid a great a chHd from the error of his way, prevents as well as 

many Christians are scarcely aware that there are suc;h. covers a multitude ot'sins. . . 
things as Sabba.th-schools 'at all; they know it by hearsay, MoreOver, t'h.is gives the Church the hO'pe of being 
but not by observation. Probably, in the course of twenty furnished with the best of men and women. The Church's 
years, theY <have never visited ·the school, nO'r concerned Samuels and ,Solomons are made wise in their youth; 
themselves about it. They wO'uld be gratified to hear of David and Josiah were 'tender of heart when they were 
any 'success 'accompiished, but thO'ug'll they may' not have tender in years. Read! the 'l·ives of the most eminent 
'heard -an~hing -about the' matter one 1"ay or the other, ministers, and you shall usually find that their ·ChriStian 
they are -well content. In most chu~es, .you wiH find a history began early. Though it is nO't absolutely needful, 
band of young and ar.dent spirits giving themselves to yet it is highly ·propi·tious to the growth of a well­
Sunday-school wor~; but there are numbers of others who developed Ohristian character, that its foundation should 
might greatly strengthen the ·school who never attempt ·be -laid on the basis of youthful piety. I do :not expect'· 
any.thing O'f the sort. In this they might be excused if to 'see the Churches of' Jesus ,Christ ordinarily built up 
they had other work. to do; but, unfortunately, they have by those who have through life Hved in sin,_ but by the 

. no godly occupation, 'but are 'mere killers of time, while ,bringing up in thei.r midst, in the fear and! admonition 
this work which Hes l'eady to hand, and is accessible, ana of the Lord, yO'ung men and women who 'become pUlars in 

. demands their assistarice, is entirely neglected. I will not _ the house O'f 'our God. If we want $trong Christians, we 
say there. are any such sluggards here, but I am not able must look to ·those who were Chris'tians in their yO'uth. 
to believe that weare quite free from them, and there- 'Trees must !be planted in t·he courts O'f the Lord while 
fore, I will ask conscience to do its wO'rk with the guilty they are yet young if they are to -live long and,to flourish 
pa·rties. ~ well. . 

. \ 

, 

Children need to be saved; children may be saved; . 
, children are to 'be saved by instrumentality. Children 

may be saved while they are children.~ He who said, ·"Suf· 
fer the little children ·to come un'to'Me, and forbid: them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven," never 'intended 
that Hi·S' Church ·should 'say, "We will IO'ok alter the 
child·reri by.and-by when they have grown up·to be young 
men and women."- He intended that it shO'uld be a subject 
of prayer ·and ea'rnest endeavour 'tha·t children as children 
should be converted "to God.. . 

'The conversion of a child involves the same work of 
divine grace, and results in the same blessed· consequenc~s 

. as the conversion of the adult. There 'is the saving' O'f the 
soul from dea:th 'in the child's case, and the hiding of a 
multitude of sins, but there is this addi·tional matter for 
joy, that a great preventive work is dpne when the young 
are cO'nverted .. Conversion saves a child from a .multitude 
of sins. If God.'s eternal mercy ·s'h·all !bless you,r teaching 
to a -little prattler, how happy' that boy's life will be corn~ 
pared with what it might have been if he had ·grown up 
in folly, 'sin, and shame, and had only been converted after 
many· days! It is the\'highest wisdom and the truest pru­
dence, to pray for 'our ch-ildren ..,that, while 'they are yet 

And, brethren, I feel ·that the work of teaching the , 
young ha's a't. 'this time an importance ·su·perior to any 
which it ever had befO're, for at this time there a're abroad 
thO'se Who are creeping into our"houses, and deluding men 
and women with their false doctrine. Let the Sunday. 
school teachers of England ;teach .the children well. Let _ 
them not merely occupy thei'r time with pious phrases, but. 
teach them the whole gospel and the d'octrines of 'grace 
intelligently, and let them pray ovei: the children, and 
never be satisfied unless the children are turned to' the 
Lord Jesus 'Christ, and added 'to the Church, ·and then I 
shall nO't be afra'id of Popery. Popish priests said of old 
that they could have won, England back ag$in to Rome, . 
if it had not been for the catechising of the children. We. 
have la'id as'ide catechisms, I think wUh too Uttle..!'eason; 
'but, a't ·any rate. if we do .not use godly catec'h.isms;· we 
must bring :back decided, plain,simple teaching, and 
there must be pleading and' praY'ing for the immed·iate 
conversion of the children unto the Lord Jesus Ohrist. 
The Sp'iritof God waits to help us in tihis effO'rt. He is 

young, their hearts may be given to the Saviour: 

, 

. . 
" 'Twill save them from a thousand snares, 

·.To mind religion young; -
Grace will ·preserve their following yeal'S, 

A-nd make their virtu.es strong." 

To reclaim the prodigal ·is well, but to save him from 
ever being a prodigal is better. 'To :bl'ing 'back the thief 
and the drunkard is a praiseworthy action, but so to act 
that the boy sh·all never :become a thief or a drunkard is 
far !better; Hence -Sabbath-school instl'uction stands very 
hiogh in the . list of' philanthropic enterprises, and Chris-

"with us if we ·be with Him. He is ready to bless 'the 
humblest teacher, and even the 'infant classes shall not 
De without'a benediction. He 'can give us words and 
thoughts sui~ble to our Ii'hUe aud.itory. He can so bless 
us tha't we shall. know how to· speak a word in season to, 
the yO'uthful ear. And oh, if it be not so, if teachers are 
not found, or, being found, are unfaithful, we shall' see 

. the children that have been in our schools .go ~ack into 
the world, Uke their parents, ha·tjng religion because of 
the 'tedium of the hours· sp~n't in the Sunday-School, and 
we' 'shall produce a race of infidels, or 'a generation of 
superstitious 'persons; the golden opportunity ~iU be 'lost, 
and: mo&t sO'lemn responsibHity will rest u·pol!. us! I pray 
the .church of God to think muCh of the Sunday-school. I 
!beseech all lovers of the nation to pray for Sunday-

I 
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schools; I entreat· all wh9 love Jesus Ohrist, and' would 
'see His k.ingdom come, to ,be. very tender towa:r:ds all' 
youthful people, and to pray that theI.r 'hearts .may be 
won to !esus. _ . . ," 

I have not 'spoken as I sh~uld 'like to speak; but the" 
'theme lies, very near my 'hea'rt .. It is oiie,INhich ought to 
press 'heavily upon all our cons·ciences; but I must leave 
H. -God must lead your thou'ghts fuHy into it; I leave it; 
but not till I have asked these questions: - What h·ave· 
you been' doing for the conversion of' children, each one 

,-
I . 

come unto His table, and say tha~ you are Hisl servant; 
'but if His dear wounds bought you, ·give you'rsel!f to 
Him; and if you 'love H"im, feed His sh~ep 'and feed His 
lambs. He stands· here unseen :by my sight, 'but recognized 
.by my 'faith, He exhibi,ts to you the marks of the. wounds 
upon His h.linds and His feet, an~ He saYS to you, "Peace 

. be unto you! As My Father hath 'sent Me, even so send 
I you. 'Go y4 into a·ll the world, and preach the gpspel to 
.eyery creature; and this know, 'that he who converteth 
a sinner from ·the error of his way sh~lll save a sou,l from 
death, and' shaH ·'hide a muloUtude of sins." Good Master, 
help us to serve Thee! Amen. 

of you? W'hat have .you done for the conversion of your 
own child·ren? Are you quite clear upon 'th'at matter? Do 
you'ever'put your arms around: your boy"s""neck,and pray 
for him and with him? 'F8th~r, you win find tiiat such 
an act wiH eXercise great influence over your lad. Mother, 
do you ever talk to 'your little daughter about Christ, and '-'_ 
Him crucified? Under God"s hands, you may be a !lpiritual Bpoks. on Current S'ubie'ct's 

~OMAN CATHOLlCI~M 
as well asa natural mother to that weU..lbeloved child of 
yours. What are you doing, you who are guardians and 
teachers of youth? Are you clear about their souls·? 'Xou 
week-day schoolmasters, as 'well as you' who -labour on the 
Sabbath, are you doing all you shou'ld that your boys and 
g.irls may 'be brought early to confess the Lord? I Jeave 
it with yourselves. . - . 

You shall receiVe a great reward ·if,. when you' enter 
. heaven, as I 'trust you Will,. you .sha:ll find many dea·r 

children th~re to: welcom~ you' into eternal habitations;' it 
wiIladd another fieaven to your own heaven, to meet with 
heavenly beings .Who ·shaH salute you as thei,r teacher wh~ 
brought them to Jesus. I .would not wish to go to heaven 
alone; - would you? I would not wish to have. a crown 
in heaven without a star'in if, because no soul was ever 
saved 'by my means; '- would you? There they go, the 
sacred flock of ·blood.Jbought sheep, the great. 'Shepherd 
leads them; many of them are followed by ,twins, and 
others have, each one, 'their lamb; would you -like ~o be 
a barren sheep of the gl,"eat. Shepherd's flock? The scene 
changes: Hearken to. the trampings of a great host. I 
hear their war music, myea.rs are f.H1ed with their songs 
of :victory. ~e warriors are ~om'ing home, and each one 
is.bringing his trophy on his,shou'lder, to the honour of 
.the great ·'Captain-. They str.eam 'thrQugh 'thEL-'gate of 
pearl, they march in ·triumph to the celestial Capitol, 

.along the golden streets, and each soldier bears with h-im 
~his owu. portion of the· spoil. Wi!Lyou be there? And 
oeing_ there, will you march Without.8 trophy, and add 
nothing to :the pomp ·of the triumph? Will you beal" noth-I>" 
ing that YOu' have won in ibattle, nothing which Y9U have 

.' ever taken for-Jesus with your sword and' with your bow? 
.' Again, anot!her s,cene is before me.. I hear them shout 

the ''harvest nome", and I see the reapers bearing every 
one hi-s ~sheaf. Some of them are .bowed down with the 
heaps of 'sheaves 'which load' ,their ha·ppy shoulders: they 

'went forth weeping, hut the~ have come,again rejoicing, 
bringing their sheaves with them. Yonder comes one 
Who ibears but. a . little handful, but 'it is ,rich -grain; h-e 
fiad only a tlny--plilt, and a little seed corn !'lntrusted to 
him, yet 'it has multiplied well accord'ing to. the rule of 
proportion. 

WiH you ,be' there' without- so much ·as a solitary ear? 
Never having' ploughed .nor sown, and therefore never 

- fiaving rea·ped? If so; every shout of every reaper mi'ghf 
well strike .·a fresh pang into your heart as YQU remember 
tha:t yo.u did not sow, 'and:. therefore could' not reap .. If 
you'do notiove -my Master, do not prQfess Ito do so. If He 
never. bpugh't you. with His. 'blood, do not lie unto Him and 

..-0;,'; 
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The .,M'eaning,of the Death of Christ 

/ , , 

Message Broadcast in the Name of the American Council of Christian cfhurches 
Over the Then Blue .Network, April, 1944 

.) 'By Dr. T._ T. Shields 
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. WE ARE not specialists in ob~erving times arid His soul an offering fo~ sin. His' r~surrectibn ~as the 
seasons. It is difficuJ.t to conceive of the Inhabitor divine certification .of this·faci; it was Heaven's valida­

of etemity as conditioning His favour to His human crea- tion ot'the payment of the debt. He' was declared to be 
tures upon their colb'uring the calendar with reUgious the Son of God with power by the il"esurrectibn from the 
red-letter daY'S. Notwithata:nd'ing, when the public mind dead. " ' 
is more or 'less concentrated 'upon a religious seasonal Now. it is finished,. Who would presume to add to the 
anniversary, it is 'well to take advantage of the popular value orf His' :blood,? If the blood:of Jesus -Qhrist, God's 
mental attitude. I ' Son, does not ,cleanse us from all sin, nothing can. 

Good Friday speaks of OalvaTy and ~e death of Jesus "Christ was once offered to 'bear the sins of ID'8JlY." 
Christ. But millions of influential men have died 'since "We are sanctified through the offering of the body of 
then whose very names are f9'rgotten~ Why shol.dd His Christ once .for all." "This . man when he had offered one 
name and His deat1!. be remembered? And· why' is its ap- ·saCil"ifiCe for 'Sins for ~ver, sat down on the ri'ght hand 
proximate ann'iver.sary observed:? OrilY :a knowledge ()f ,of ·God." "F~'r ·Ghri'st also hath once suffered for sins, 
H'is origin an'G Person, and of the pu'q,ose of His ·death 'tlbe just for the unjus>tthat he might':"bring us to God." 
can answer that question. , The operational forces by ~ich the universe is held 

.The earthly life of JeS'us of Nazareth was only a par- togeth'er and perpetu'ated, and which we calI laws orf na­
enthesis in the eternal circle of His existence. "F,rom ture, were intriqsic in the creation at the beginning'. The 
everlasting to everlasting" He is God. BOl"n of a human scientist, whether in the heavens above, in the earth be- . 
mother, He had, no human fatiher. The Babe in the man- neath, or in the waters'under the earth, discovers nothing 
g~r was Infinity wrapped in swaddling clothes. His :baby new: the only newness about it is· his 'discov~ry of it. All 
&m'ile was a prophetic anticipation orf a new creation, a these laws as they affect 1fu.e sun and moon and the re­
,sinleSs race, and .~ new, and never-aging world. His .motest star, and' all 1fu.at is inhe!,ent in this planet, haye 
earthly life wa~ :short-lived a's even mortal men count .continued as they were without amendment of any sort, 
years. His public career was shorter stilI; 'a 'brief span ,from the beginning, for the reason that even God cannot 
of about 1fu.ree years.' But they were tihe' three most improve upon, perfection. TherefQ.re, "I know that,-'what­
pregnant, most- potentially influentiaLyea·rs Qf all .time; soever 'God doeth it shan be forever." .Since the morning 
They renumbered ,the centuries; they ·reQriented human. stars sang together; and aU the.Sons 0( God shouted for 
history. , . . . joy 'at ·Crea'tion's .birth, the only, new thing in the world 
\ Incarnate Deity for thirty-three years, or therea·bouts, ·is,humansin. And in His anticipatory provision for that 
walked· the earth in_human' form, a heavenly Model of a . emergency, Go'd has. not :been less thorough than in the 
perfect man, an Exemplification of ,'the divine creational ~ p'hys'ical universe. The sun is an uniJ:nprovaDle luminary: 

_ ideal, ~',Let us make man in our image and after oU'r like- so is the Gospel of salvation ; fo,r. God has given us both; 
ness." And in the dual natu;re of -that harmonious person- It i's wise ·to 'blowout your candles and turn off your 
ality, 1fu.ere were revealed the acme of human perfection 'brightest electric light when the sun comes up, for ,no 
and the fulnes's of divine grace., ' light can successfuHy compete with it. And such tu'rning 

But an i'nhoS>pitable sinful world- would have neither of off orf ,lesser Iioghts, all4:..the throwing up of your blinds, , 
them; and in one Pers()n, nailed 'both"to a cross. Thereby 'is your confession of faith in '1fu.e adequacy of tihe sun .... 
was ,manifested the utter blackness of human sin, in its ~t i's the function of faith to blow 0'1'1 the candles 0( 
violent rejection of ,tJhe' Perfectiol). of manhood, and of the 'human wisdom' and merit, to turn off all .reasoning that 
fuHness of Deity. . . would .exalt itself against the ·kno~ledge of 'God, to throw 

But if He were God, why did He'submit to death? He up ,the 'bHnds of ·the mind, that God who commanded the 
laid'down His life that HI;l might take' it, again; no man light ,to shine out of darkness may shine in your heart, 
took it from Him.,!'He poured ouCh.i's soul unto 'dea'th/' to give the li'ght ()f the knoWledge of the glory of God in 
because He was the Lamb slain .from the foundation of the face of Jesus 'Christ. 
tM ;world. His in~initely capacious soul afforded hospi" 'If thus .1 commit my sinful soul to the infin'ite. clean's­
tality to all the ·sufferings and sorrows of a world,. -His ing power' of 'the blood of .. the Incarnate God, and ,trust 
trllth, and righteo~sness, and jqstice, in a word, His as fuHy as I know how the Son of God who :Hecame dead 
absolute hoHness, could not condone sin ; Hi,s: ,inf'inite bu:t is now alive for ever more, how may I be sure I am 
·mercy coulcr' not consent to the deme1ion of the sinner. saved·? 
Hence, mercy and tru,th met, iogetlier in Him, and right- Talking' to a little girl 6f about twelve years of age, 
eousness and peace kissed each other .. T-he fullness ()f the who said she believed in t)he Lord Jesus; I asked her if 
Goll-hea'd. dwelt in Him. AH the qmi}ilties of 'Deity, if. she were sure she were ·saved,. 'and received a negative 
I may worshipfully 'So say, were liquid in His blood. His reply. But, I said, "If Jesus Chri'st were sitting bes'ide 
hlood was, the wealth, the creative, and recreative, and you, as I am, and were to teB you that He'h'ad h~rd, your 
preser..ving wisdO!lll, and power of the universe, the v~ry prayer, and Ill'ad forgiven your sins, and given you eternal . 
essence of all th~t God is, was, in solution, poured out for . 'life, would you not know .i't?" She replied,. "Certainly, if . 

. the expiation ~f the world'~guilt. By His death He made He said so, I ·should kn~' i~, but He is not here, I cannot 
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I.. 
see Him, or hear Him." Then, I said, "Suppose He were 
to~nd you a letter, and to say the same thing in a let­
ter?" "Oh," she said, "I would rather have a letter, for 
if He told me thaot'in a letter, I c(:)Uldal~aY'S keep it, then 

-I 'shouId. always' know." I then turned to 'the First Epistle 
of John, the fifth chapter and the t'hirteenth verse" and 
askect..her: to read it with me; and slhe read, "These t~ings 
have I written unto 'you that believe on .the name of the 
'Son of God." Then, I asked, her, "Is that written to 
you?" ,She said" "It certainly is, for I believe on the name 
of the Son of 'God." "Very wel(," 'I sa:id, "that is the na,me 
on the envelope. Let .os' open 'it and read-,the letter," and 
I asked het to read on, "Tliaot ye may know -that, ye ,have 
eternal life." Mier a. moment',s reflection, she exclaimed 
joyfully,' "Oh, I ,see it! He ,has sent 'me 'a 'letter to tell 
me 'fuat I have eternal life. Now I know it, and I shaIl 
always keep His letter so thii,t ~ may always kDow it no 
matter how I may feel." 

BeHeve on the Lord J-esus Ch,rist, and a-ccept the assur­
ance of His Word that you: have eternal life. 

....:.christian Beacon 

, \ 

when she said mean things to them. No 'wonder she had 
few friends! -

Ann prayed about it that,nrght. As Idle knelt at her 
-bedside she asked God to herp her to be kind. "And let it 
be before next Friday, please," she ,added,. "I do want to 
'get some valentines at sehooi.'~ 

The neXt morning Ann thought of ,the little I'hY"me the 
-first thing. T.oday !!he would ,try to be polite. ' At 'br.eak­
fast 'she remembered to 'be polite. She watched her table 
,manners carefully. Ann knew that th:is made Mother and 
Dad happy. ,,' ' 

After brea'kfast Ann offered to help with the dishes 
and bedmakjilg. And she "dusted the living .room and ' 
took out fue wasteba'skets before it was' time for school. 
This tp.a:de Mother's work lighter. 

Kindn'ess! Ann thought of Mother and Faother. They 
were always kind to her and to her -little ·sister. She-would 
try from now on to be kind, too: IShe would be kind to 
her parents and to everyone. 

- ,I 

On the way ,to school Ann waiked behind Mary J 0, one 
of the nicest gids in her room. Marl J 0 had many .friends 
and was always' kind to her clas'smates and 'polite to the 
teacher. _ \ 

THE VALENTINE 'BOX 
By May Do~ 

Valentine's Day wa-s next_ Fr-iday. The' teacher said 
there would be a valentine :box. Every boy and girl in 
the room was happy except Ann. Ann knew ,she wouldn't 

A pencil sUpped out of Mary Jo's, pocket and roiled 
right in front of Ann. Right away 'sh,e remem-bered ,to 

.,A '-be polite. -She pi-eked up the' pen-cil and ,ran up'to.,Mary 
J 0 and gave it ,to her. "Oh, fuank you, Ann., I wouldn't" 
want ,to lose that one. It's my iavorite." ., 

get any valentines and everybody else would. 

"You're welcome, Mary Jo," Ann remembered to'say, 
The two' gir:is walked :togetp,er to school and 'talked of a 
lot of things. Ma,ry,Jo said she 'COuld hardly wait until 
Friday when Ul'ey had the valentine box~ " Ann had hardly any frieHd~ at school, so how could she 

get any valentines? So she sat at her desk and frowned, ,AmY remembered the rhyme and said, ".oh, you'll get 
while all the oth'ers were 'glad 'because, on Frid'ay after- a lot of v'alentine~, MarY ;fo. Everyone likes you a lot!" 
noon, there wasto be'a valentine box.:', "I hope you get iots of them, too," Mary Jo said, 

All the way li"ome from scl1Qol that day Ann worrje~ ,'smiling. 
about next Friday. Maybe 'she could make some excuse Ann remembered to 'be poJiote and kind, all that day. 
an'd not 'go to school that day. It would be terrible to She d'elt so good about it. It was nicer than being rude. 
sit there and; .watch all the other girls and boys get nice She was ,polite,and kind all 'the_rest of the week, too. 'She 
valentines whIle she got none at all. began making friends with~'t'he other :boys and girls. She' 

Ann was a shy -little girl who found 'it hard to make' didn't know before how many nice classmates she ha'd. 
friends. At recess she stood 'around all alone and felt sorry She liked them all. 
for herself. She was so lonely', While all the others were '. By Fri?ay A:t;ln wa-s.glad a~ut the vale.!ltine ~ox. Even 
havin.g lots of fun, that sometimes she felt' like crying. If 'she dIdn't get a smgle one, she wanted to se'e the 
Ann didn't, know why she couldn't make d'riend's. She was others made happy by getting ~alentines. ,/ ' 
very unhappy." -But when the big valentine box was opened that day 

That 'night While she was watching televi-sion Ann hea'rd there were 'as many for Ann as for any of the others. 
a little verse which help~ her ,see why she was not like-d She was happy and grateful th'a,t God 'had shown her how 
,by others. .sh'e found out that she was not as polite as to be kind and friendly, and.she chose-as her Bible mem­
she should' be. o,ry ver-se, "Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 

On fue television program a hoy~ about her ow1 age, ,forgiving one another, even as God for Ohrist's sake hath 
.read a little saying. ' forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32). ' , 

Politeness 'is to do and say 
The 'kindest thing in the kindest way. 

When 'she was getting ready for bed that ni,g'ht' Ann { 
'thou'ght about it. ,She wondered -if she was aI-ways as 
polite' as she should 'be. -She knew s'he was not. She re­
membered' how she talked ,ba-ck to h~r mother som~imes'. 
She remembered how she waos rough with her little sister. 
And srhe remembered how she pushed other children 
around at school and sometimes said un:kind things to 
them, Sometimes she even made other little 'girl-s cry 

----The Sunday School Times 

OPPORTUNITY IS EVERYWHERE 
Is there a reading roo~ or a hospital where'you-' 
may leave 'a copy of THE GOSPEL WITNE,SS? 

" Why not investigate this possibility? 
\ , 

, Spread the tnIth. 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 21 First Quarter • Lesson 7 February 1'7, 1957 

J 

,OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

"' THE BELIEVER'S PERILS IN FAC)NG APOSTASY 

Lesson Text: 2 Timothy 3:1-12. 
I.-

~olden Text:j"Having a .form of godliness, "but denying the 
power tliereof."-2 Timothy·3:16. 

• The Sins of the Apostasy: verses 1-6. 
The Scriptures exhort us that we should always watch and 

pray (Luke 21:36; 1 Pet. 6:8). 'As long"'as we dwell in this 
world, which is no friend to grace, we shall never be so 

. securely situated that we can afford to cease our vigilance .. 
T~e hills of prosperity, as the valleys of adversity,have; t~eir 
pltfalls,(Prov. 30:8, 9; Eccl. 7:14; Jas. 1:9, 10). TemptatIons 
may come to the believer when he is triumphant, or when 
he is dejected. Some orthe perilous sins which are'rampant 
.in the time of apost'll.sy are listed by the Apostle. 
~The root sin'in the age of apostasy is selfishness. The 

'backslider in 'heart is filled with his own ways (Prov. 14:14) 
and has no regard for tlie will of God. He loves himself and 
devotes thought, care and energy to his own interests, rather 
than to the cause of God,or the affairs of others (Psa. 14:1; 
36:1-4). He sets up idols in his heart, which should ~ a 
sanctuary for the Lord (E~ek. 14:3; 1 Pet. 3:6). 

From the root of selfishness spring the sms of covetous­
ness, a desire to possess that which .belongs to another (Exod. 
20:17; Rom. 1:29; Eph. 6:3) and boastfulness, a desire to 
display that which belongs to oneself (Dan. 4:30; Jas. 4:16), 
both sins ministering to .pride,· which is the exaltation of self 
at the expense of others (Prov. 3:34; 1 P~. 5:5). Their dis­
regard of God is shown in their evil, blasphemous speech 
(Luke 6:46; Eph. 4:31; Jas. 1:26). 

Apostasy,differs from -unbeliet in that apostasy is a 
deliberate forsaking 'of the way of truth; it is disbelief, a 
wilful repudiation of God's word and God's way. It is a 
rejection of His authority' in ~ll realms. Lawlessness will be 
ev.ident, not merely in person.al life and habits, but also in 
the family, in the church and in society. Children are -IJis­
obedient to parents, 'unmindful of the debt they owe (Rom. 
1:30; Eph. 6:1; Col.-3:20; 1 Tim. 5:8): Ingratitude, too, is 
a sin which springs from selfishness (Rom. 1:21). Where sin 

. is cherished, holiness is marred. 
- Sin,-which has its origin in the realm of the spirit, spreads 
to the intellectual and moral spheres, for it darkens the whole 
personality. Natural affections are blunted (Rom. 1:31), and 
moral obligations have no force, for truth is lightly regarded 
(IsJl.. 69:13-15). The unbeliever will break covenants and 
promises, while he thinks nothing of slandering another or 
of making false accusatioI).s (p,sa. 35:10, 11;50:20). He does 
not control his tongue or his passions, but becomes harsh and 
.cruel (Prov~ 3:31, 32). . . . 

The one whose sense- of 'truth has become darkened will 

II. The Course of the Apostates: verses 6-9. 
Apostates, those who wilfully turn away from God, do not 

work openly. They are like serpents, whi~h insidiously glide 
into houses. False teachers subtly worm their way into the 
confidence of their dupes. They do not choose stalwart peo­
ple for their victims, but in cowardly fashion deceive those 
who are ignorant and weak, characterized in the text as "silly 
women" (verse 6; 1 Tim: 4:7). Such are easily captured by 
the wiles of the false teachers. Instead of being released j 

from the burden and Rower of their sins, as those are who 
receive the message of the Gospel, they remain in slavery 
to the sinful desires of their own hearts (Acts 8:23; 2 Pet. 
2:17-22). -

The true disciple of the Lord will ever desire to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of'the Lord (Col. 1:9,10; 2 Pet . 
1:3-8; 3:18). He counts himself as one who is ever learning, 
but also ever receiving through the Holy Spirit a knowledge 
of the truth, advancing nearer and nearer toward the goal 
of perfection, longing lor the time when he shall know as he 
is knoWn (1 Cor. 13:12). On the other· hand, those who .hold 
erroneous doctrines are always in the spiritual kindergarten; 
they never advance in knowledge, nor can they know the t'l'l:lth, 
so long as they reject Christ, the Truth of God Incarnate. 
They repudiate a,nd take a strong stand against the truth 
which is presented to them (2 Pet. 2:1, 2) • 

Jannes and Jambres are the traditional names' of the 
Egyptian magicians who resis~ed Moses,\ the representative 
of the Lord, by attempting to rival the -'miracles of Moses 
(Exod. 7:11, 12, 22; 8:7; 9:11). 'Even so, false teachers in 
the last days will show:lying wonders (Matt. 24:24; ,2 Thess. 
2:9; Rev. 13:14, 15). They and their devotees are corrupt 

. in mind, as well as in heart (1 Tim .. 6:6); they are devoid of 
judgment an~ discernment, incapabn~> of testing or recog-
nizing the truth (Rom. 1:28). . , ...... 

Error will not be permitted to go. on for ever, for in 'the 
.L'ord's own time He will expose and punish all sin (2 Thess. 
2:8). Then at length the -folly of those who have rejected 
Christ and His truth will be fully revealed· (2 Pet. 2:9; 
Jude 15). 

Daily Bible Readings . 

Feb. 11-Th~ Sins of the Wicked .................................. Psa. 10 
Feb. 12-The Sins of the Hypocrite ............. : .. Matt. 23:23-36 
Feb. IS-The Sins of the Godless ........................ Rom. 1:18~32 
Feb. 14-The Sins. of the Carnal ......... : .................. Gal. 6:16-21 
Feb. 15-=The Sins of the Corrupt ...................... :. Eph. 4:17-29 . 
Feb. Hl·-The .Sins of the Presumptuous .................... 2 Peter 2 
Feb. 17-The Sins of the Apostates .................................. :7 Jude 

Suggested Hymns 
And can it be that I should gain? 
Once I was dead in sin. 

"\ Have you any room for Jesus? 
I've wandered far away from God. 
Jesus, my Lord, to Thee I cry. 
Weary of earth and laden with my sin. 

,. 

. -hate the truth, for it is ever true that the evil hate the good _ • 
, (Prov. 37:12-14). The very ·presence. of. a good man is ob- ' 
noxious to the wicked, especially if in forlp.~r days they 
·walked together in the ways of God. A betrayer or a traitor 

The Gospel , Witness Family 
has the. happy privilege of stuaying siniilar por­
tions of the Bible togeth~r,and praying for com­
'mon objectives together. BUT WE MUST 
INCREASE. 

. arises from within the circle, not from without (Psa. 41:9; 
66:12-14; Matt. 26:14-:\,6, 47-60) • 

. Headstrong ;and obstinate, men who tum away from God 
. know no restraint. They will not curb their selfish ambitions, 

but ride high over the rights of others (2 Pet. 2:10). They 
care fa:r: more for their oWl}. pleasures than for the things 
of God: God is not in all their thoughts (Psa. 10:4-11). . 

Undue attention to the externals of religion is usually a 
sign of internal corruption. Form and ceremony are often 
used to cover up a dearth of spiritual reality (Matt. 23:1-30; 
Jude 16). Religious systems may resemble Christianity in 
outward matters. without manifesting the power of Christ. 
Individuals also may hold to certain religious views, while 
being untouched by the Spirit 'of God. One must beware of 
all such deception and hypocrisy. . 

o 

Send~NAMES-NAMES-*AMES ... 
When you have finished· reading this copy of 
THE GOSPE!.- WITNESS, PIJSS it on to some­
one· else. If you can use additionaJ.copies we 
should be glad to supply them. 'Spread, . the 
truth. 
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\ . 

WHY " 

'YOU ~ught to own Q copy- of ~ 
... /... . 

THE· DOCTRINES· OF GRACE 
". ;; .. 

by T. T. Shields 

BECAUSE you will find in the chapter on 'the Sovereignty of God~ 
" assurance ·of God's overruling, in spite' of the' seeming triumph of vain men 
of our day. 

BECAUSE you ,will- find, in the chapters on 'the 'Person of ·Christ ·and. 
the ~eaning of His death, a clear Biblical position outlined, enabling you to 
fortify your soul against the radio and press. of" our day, which give out so 
much wrong. teaching about these matters. 

. . 
, BECAUSE you w~ll find,: in the chapters on 'the work of the Holy 

Spirit and sanctification (I!ubjects on which many are led astray) sane~ 8at~­
factory teaching for the heart and mind. 

BECAUSE you Will find great peace an~ ,cow'~lation in .the chapters on 
the eternal security of the believer, wllt:r;e proof after proof, as to the scriptural-
ness of this teaching, is plied up. . -. - . , 

These, plus many other things, are to be found within the covers ~f this 
- beautifully bound volume 'with it.s clear easy-to-read type. , - -

GIVE YOURsELF A"-TREAT. ORDER A 'COPY NOW! 

. ' - . 
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THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 
130 Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto 2, Ontario. , 

De'ar Sirs: 

/ 

Please find enclosed the sum .of:l.: .... : .. ~., ...... ~: ...... : ........ ;: ...... : ....... :: . fo~ ..... :....................................... cQ.pies of 
"The Doctrines of Grac;:e" at the price of $2.50 per copy. . 

• I 

. ~ Name .................................................................. :.: ........... : .. ~ ...... : .. : ............................... : ............. ~ .......... ~: .............. .. 
" 

"' Addres~ ........................... , ....... : .. : ............ : .............. : .......... ~ ........................... ; .. ~ ..... ; .. : ......... : ... ~ .......... : .... :.: ........ \; '. 

C' T' . I 'p' S . ". I Ity or own .............................. !.............. . rovrnce .or tate ..................... :: ................. : .............. .. 
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