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THE ETERNAL GOODNESS
) 1 , - .ll 2 _
| know not what the future hath : And if my heart and flesh are weak
Of marvel or surprise, : To bear. an untried pain,

! Assured alone that life and deaih The bruised reed He will not break,
His mercy underlies. But strengthen and sustain.

vosh . | )
No offering of my own F'have, And.,so beside the Silent Sea“
Nor works my faith to prove; | wait for mufﬂed oar; _
| can but give the gifts He gave, * No harm from Him can cometome | -

And plead His love for love. ’ . On ocean or on shore.

I know not where His islands lift

Their fronded palms in air;
I only know I cannot drift
- 'Beyond Hls love and care.

~—John Greenleaf Wth‘ler
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DR. AND MRS. SLADE JOURNEY SOUTH ’

Dr. and Mrs. Slade plan to leave Toronto on February -

5th for a trip to the Southland returning February 28th.
‘In’ addition to enjoying a brief season of rest, they. will

be visiting the fields of the Lord’s vineyard in Jamaieca

and the Island of Maitinique in which we ‘as Regular Bap-
tists are especially interested. The brethren there. are

looking forward with keen anticipation’ to- this opportun-.. -

ity of havmg counsel and fellowship with Dr. Slade and

Mrs-Slade in the things of the Lord. Dr Slade will also :

be giving a number of messages.
Should there be any readers of THE GOSPEL‘WITNESS

-in that locality who wish to get in touch with -Dr. and

Mrs. Slade, they may write to them as follows
February 8-11— . .-
. Care of Mr..Edmond Itty, o
Postal Box 848,
Fort de France, Martmlque
February 14-26— - )
Care of Rev. John Knight, e F

Clarksonville, -

. Cave Valley Post Office,

Jamaica. - _ ~ .

Let. us unitedly pray that the Lord will graciously .pro- .

vide in every way for this journey, and that He will so

order all the details of the trip that the name of the Lord -
~ may be magnified, souls may be saved and His saints
X refreshed .

I—»OLC .

THE SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET
. CHURCH

How do we face the need of the masses? The Saviour’s-

attitude of compassion for the multitudes who were fam-:

-ishing and fainting was in direct contrast to that of the

disciples who would have turned them away. /Thus did
Dr. Slade introduce his morning message in Jarvis Street
Church oh January 27th, as he spoke on the theme,
Chrlst the Bread of Llfe” (John 6:35, 48, 51)." Christ
has infinite resources with which to meet the needs of
men: none need depart. 'As the lad’s small lunch was
blessed to thousands, so can the Lord use our testimony,

.our talénts, our possessions and our powers to\the spirit-

ual satisfaction of the many who are in need.. He Him-
self is the Bread of Life, the source of all supply, spiritual
as well as physical. Even as food is essential to maintain
physical life, so Christ Jesus is an absolute necessity;
souls would perish apart-from Him.  He also provides
perfect satisfaction for those who come.

"The evening message was likewise positive, direct and
powerful.
theme “Is It Possible To Be AbSolutely Sure of Heaven?”

‘In the midst of so much uncertainty in the world, the

Christian has a sure and steadfast hope—w1th regard to
the future and the life beyond. God has a great desxgn
in salvation by grace (Eph 1:12.14). Salvation is a

,transaction between God and the soul which rests on some
There-
.fore, peace comes to the heart through faith in the word -

definite word of God, not on emotional feelmgs

of God which is the word of truth. We receive God’s
offer through faith, and faith comes by hearmg the word
of God. By the Holy Spirit the believer is regenerated
and also sealed by the Spirit of promise. The stamip is
placed upon us; we are.His. The seal of the Holy Spirit
is the earnest, the pledge that some day we who have

‘@[lpz @nsqml lﬂﬂxtneﬁz.
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Dr. Slade spoke with great assurance on the-

trusted in Christ for salvation will stand complete in Him
in glory:

The attendance at both services was unusually large
especially in the morning, and the whole day was one of
great blessing. The French language service in the after-
noon, addressed by Mr. Samuel Pourret, was characterized
by larger numbers and by a spirit of enthusi-asm. In the
morning a lad from the Bible School wentJforward to con-
fess his faith in Christ, and in the evening two responded
to the invitation, one desiring to be baptized and anothel
to gom the church. o ) .

: J,ARVIS STREET CHURCH GALENDAR

‘SUNDAY
“9.45 Bible ‘School for everybody from grandfather
to the baby. .
11.00 Morning Service.
430 Afternoon Class. . <

5.56 Young People’s Bible Fellowshlp Hour.
6.00 Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel
7.00 Regular evening.service.
TUESDAY
8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Bible School
do followed by the teachmg of the lesson at 8.45:
THURSDAY -

2.30' Senior Dorcas Sewing Meetmg
6.30- Junior Dorcas Sewing Meeting.
8.00 . Bible Lecture by. Dr H C. Slade

FRIDAY

, 7.00 and 8.15—Junior and Senior choir practices.
' 7.00 Friday Night R.ound Up for boys and girls.

SATURDAY R
8 00 Great Weekly Prayer Serv1ce in Greenway Hall,



" condition of the world:

_ days He had shown Himsglf to be alive:
they were men who had had the unique privilege of sit-
. ting at His feet, and enjoying His- teachmg ministry for
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C . The Jarvis Sveet Pulpit

Ye ShaII Recelve Power

A Sermon by Dr T T. Shlelds

, Preached in Massey Music Hall, Toronto, Sunday Morning, June 5th, 1938

(Stenographically Reported)

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon. you; and -
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in al] Judaea, and in Samaﬁa,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth. ”—-Acts 1:8

’E HAVE heard a great deal in Ontario in recent
- years about 2 certain kind of “power”. If you look
abroad you ‘will find that men in all walks of life, and
in all.nations, are seeking power. That is the explana-
tion, I suppose, fundamentally, of the present disturbed
individuals and nations seeking
more power. There are many kinds of power. Sometimes
you would wonder why a man who has amassed millions
‘of dollars, should not be ready t6 retire. Money to most -
of us does not mean power, but merely subsistence. But

-,

- I suppose men continue to amass great wealth in order

that they may add to their power. The world is afraid of

_men of great wealth. " And so you find to-day mijllions
" of men and women busily engaged in many industries in
order that natiens may be equlpped with sufficient power

to defend. themselves — and in some cases, to enable them
to impose thelr W1ll upon others.

"But here is a very gracmus promise, made to all who
believe, of a kind of power that will do nobody any harm,
but will do everybody good. It is one of the distinctive,
features of the Christian religion tl}at it undertakes to
clothe bankrupt humanity with power, and to enable men
to do, by a power. not their own, things which_ would be

" impossible of_ accomplishment if attempted jn their own

strength.

So, rat-her for the refreshment of our memories than
for our instruction, I want you to think for a little- while
of these words which I am sure must be perfectly familiar
to all of you: “Ye shall receive power.” A

o

| R ! :
', This was spoken to men who were already privileged

" in the possession of an unique knowledge. It was spoken -

to men to whom the risen iSaviour had repeatedly ap-
‘peared, to whom, by many infallible proofs, for forty
“Not ‘only so,

a period of three years. They were men'who had already
been finally persuaded of the truth of the Messiahship
-doubt whatever about the-authority of holy Scriptures,

-go- far as they had then been written; men who now had
."been thoréughly persuaded of the truth of the Messiaship

of the-Lord Jesus, and who recognized in Him the incar-
nate God. They were men, then, of unusual.knowledge.
"And yet, in order to fnake them sufficient workmen, in
order that they might be equipped for the discharge of
the commission which had been given to them, they were

promised an additional endowment “Ye sliall receive
power. ” o . ~

T doubt not that there are many people who need this
simple word to-day It is quite possible for one-to be
thoroughly versed in the teachmg of Seripture; quite pos-
sible for one, so far as his opinions are concerned, to be
soundly evangelical, to be biblically instruected in the truest
sense, to be,.in short, evangelically orthodox, believing

the great body of evangelical truth, summed up in.the -

word “gospel”, and yet to be without power. A powerless
orthodoxy, a love that consists in- word only, a religion
that prides itself on its bhiblical in:telligence, and the ac-
curacy of its doctrinal position, that_is yet without power,

-is one that will do irreparable injury to the cause of

Christ. If we are thus instructed, ‘there is' reason for
thankfulnéss in that fact. But over and above all that,

we -all. need this spiritual endowment, pledged to us in’

this promise: “Ye shall receive power”.

This promise was made to men who were already richly
experienced in the fellowship of the Lord Jesus. ‘They
were not men who had viewed Him from a distance, who
knew Him only remotely: they were men who had.a
present experience of His goodness; who “had been thus
partakers 6f His grace.
were already one with Him, for surely we must recognize
that- these people ‘had experienced that great miraculous
change which we call conversion. They had been soundly
converted. They were men who had been born again; so
that their knowledge of the things of God had become an
experimental knowledgé. They knew Who Jesus was, and
surely had had some apprehension of the.significance of
His death and resurrection in their behalf. And yet.the
Lord and Master of us all did not propose to send them
g-warfare at their own charges: He prdmised this divine
equipment: “Ye sh_all receive power”. How very much
the true children of ‘God need to dwell upon this promise
until they shall be constrained, by faith, to make a-full
approprlatxon of it!

nl

Then I would call your attention to the fact that it was
not promised that they should develop power, but that
they should receive it. How many religious counterfeits
the adversary of our souls has manufactured' We hear
much about the "-building of character” — and there is
an element.of truth in the principle underlying that
phrase. We are to be built up — or to be edified, which
means the same thing — in Christ. We read much too,
about the possibility of one’s developing his own personal-

There was a sense in which they - '

L]
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ity, enlarging his knowledge, disciplining his memory,
strengthemng by due exercise, his volitional powers, mak-
ing him a man of resolution, of strong will, so. that he
will be able.to say, “I will do.so and so0.” And there is a
great deal of truth in that suggestion. You cannot look
upon the world to-d-a&, and study certain outstanding per-
sonalities, whether it be in the world of industry, of com-
merce, of finance, of politics, in the national -and inter-
national spheres, without seeing men who are admittedly
men of power, men of great natural resource, of great
personal endowment, who have .coordinated and dis-
ciplined ‘all these natural powers to the utmost, until they
have become men of power, dominating personalities.
With that this text has nothing to do. But you find the
counterfeit in the realm of religion, and such power as
is here promised is sometimes identified with the re-

. organization of our mental forces.

I do not want ‘to be offensive, but after all, that is very
largely the psychology of the Oxford Group. It is a
method of developing power. But that is not what this
promise .is, And so .in certain forms of ultra-spmtual
evangelicalism, the power of this text is identified with
certain physical sensations, and is confused with a kind
of self-hypnotism. And all these counterfeits have this’
in common, that they represent an effort to develop.
power out of that which is resident within the man:

But that is not the promise of the text. The promise of
the text is that “ye shall receive power”, power that is
not your own;-it is not native to any one of us. Tt is
something over and above all our natural abilities: not
only a power that is different in degree, but that is dif-

_ferent in kind, in essence; it is a power from another

world. We are to be born from above,“and we. are to
receive power from above, some'thmlg that we have not
in ourselves, - .

Dear’frlends, I might go to  many a poor bankrupt man

this morning, and were I fo talk to &nm about. seli-

discipline, and about the summoning -and’ re-arrangmg .

and coordinating and reorganizing of the lategj_powers
of his personality, I think some such man wWwould say,

_ “Sir, T have tried it all, and I m a completely beaten,

defeated man. I have no power. There is nothing in me

. that will enable me to be what I want to be, and what

\

God wants me to be. You bring me no gospel, you offer
me no comfort, by summoning me to a. further attempt
to do something by my own power.’f .

That is not the 'gospel of Jesus Christ. Our gracioiis
God knows that we are defeated. He.knows that there

_are powers beyond the competence of 'the mxghhest man

to cope with. I do not care who he is. But the promise of
my text is that we s'hall receive “power”, something not
our own.’ . .

N

IIL

WHAT IS THAT POWER'-' Ye shall receive the “pow-
er”, of the Holy Ghost’ commg upon you. The power. of the
Holy Ghost is not something that may be considered, as

entirely separale from the Holy Ghkost. The Lord does,

not.— if I may so.say — stretch a wire from a divine
power house to where you live, so that you may turn some
kind of mtellectual or volitional, switeh, and. so receive
power, and remain a stranger to Him in Whom that
power resides. ‘Oh, no! it is not a personal power. It is
the power of the-Holy Ghost coming upon you. And no

-

man may receive the power of the Holy Ghost without,
receiving the Holy Ghost Himself. T do not believe there
is anything in Scripture to warrant the assumption that

this spiritual equlpment here promised ever nullifies or g

sets aside a man’s intelligence, or supenmposes 1tself
upon his own will, or makes him an unconscious auto-
maton. The Lord never promised that He would hypno-
tize a man so that he would just be the puppet of the
Holy thos‘t

’Some years ago I was delivering a course of addresses
on The Ministry of the Holy Spirit, and speaking of that

>

strange idea that the one and only evidence of the recep- .-

tion of the Holy Ghost was the ability to speak in some
unknown-tongue. While I was speaking, a man broke out
in an unknown.tongue — if it was a -tongue at all. It
was certainly unknown to me, and to everyone else pres-=
ent, and, by his own confession, equally unknown to him.
I said at the time, “Now do not be afraid” — for some

.were afraid — “Is there ahyone hére who. is able to inter-
. bret what this man is saying? If there is, will you stand

up?” No one rose. Then I turned to him and I said, “Sit -
down, sir, and be quiet. The teaching of Scnpture is
most explicit that unless such a stran'ge tongue can be
interpreted, then let him keep silent in church.” The ap-
plication of that principle would have saved thousands of
people from spiritual wreck. The simple application, my

. dear friends, of the precepts and principles of the Word

of God will keexyyou straight, always. -

.When the meeting was over this man came to me and
<said, “I am sorry, I did not know that I was going to
speak in an unknown tongue. I did not intend to do*so,
and I"could not help it.” Then I said,,“If you could not
help it, it was not of the Spirit of God.” The Spirit of
God never relieves a man of the responsibility of the
exercise of his own will before God. And if the Holy
Ghost could come upon a man and make him do things
for which he was not responsible, over which he had no
control, it would:be' an infringement upon 'the sacred
rights of personality. And 'God does not do that: “Ye
shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon-
you.” -

What does it mean? It means that we receive fhe perso’n
of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit, Who comes to dwell within
us, and to abide 'w1th us forever, and when thus He dwells
with us, He quickens our memory, He enlightens our un-
derstanding. He reenfranchises our wills,, He quickens
our judgment, He engages our affections. He comes to
the regenerated personality, and enlarges, energises all
the powers of the man in submission to God, and enables*
him to actasa child of God.

As I\ remarked in my class this morning, we need to
redeem many,of these glorious doctrines of the Word
of God .from the associations which they have had with
unintelligent, and very often wunethical systems. The

.spower of the Holy Ghost comes upon a man so that he
can think God’s thoughts after Him; so that he can under-
stand the direction of this Word; and gives him power
to do what he knows he ought to do.

May I tell you a story I once heard — I think it was
Dr. Frost, former Director of the China Inland Mission,
who told it. A missionary in China was once preachmg
on *t'he street. There was a crowd gathered around. On
the outskirts of the crowd there was a Chinese scholar’
awho listened intently. After a while he said, “Preacher,
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may I ask you a question?” The missionary gladly gave
his consent. He said, “I want to know whether I clearly
understand your message. We have many ethical sys-
tems, systems which tell us what we ought to do. But
we find that we have no strerigth, no moral strength to
do what we ought to do. And so m, our philosophies the
‘ought to’ is here, and the ‘want to’ is there. And we have
never been able to bring the ‘ought to’ and the ‘want to’
together. Now if I have understood you correctly, you
say that your religion will make a man want to do what
he ought to do, and that he will do what he ought to ‘do
because he wants to do it. Am I correct?” “Quite cor-
rect,” said the missionary. Then said the Chinese
scholar, “If that be true-of your religion, you have the
religion that this bankrupt world needs.” .

And it is true; dear friends, of the really regenerated
person, all the avenues of whose nature have been thrown
wide to the reception of the Holy Ghost, so that the
glorious Third Person of the Trinity comes to live with
us to dwell with us always. And such an one, in respect
to the forbidden things w111 say

-~ “My heart refuseth j Joys like these
\ Since T have known the Lord.” .

Iv.

+ Now observe, “Ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me-both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost™ part of.the earth.”
It is quite impossible for any one of us to bear effectual

«witness for Jesus Christ.apart from the power of the

Holy Ghost. Our Lord lived, He died, He was buried,
and He rose again; and after establishing the truth of
His resurrection, He departed to the Father. And men
saw Him no more. The habeas corpus principle cannot be
applied to the Lord Jesus Christ. You cannot have the
Body in the court, and say, “Here He is.,” Oh, in those
forty days it was true He showed Himself alive. - But
now He is gone. And if you come to me and say, “I want
you to prove, sir, that Jesus Christ is risen from the
dead, for if you can prove that to me, I shall believe He
died for sinners. I shall believe the whole gospel story.
But you must first of all prove beyond all possibility of
doubt that He rose from ‘the dead, and that He still lives.”
I-say that I am sure of that. “Very -well, then, take me
to Him. Show me the wounds in His hands, His feet, His

_side. Bring the Body into court so that I may examine

it.” I have to say, “I cannot do. that.” Education cannot
do it; science cannot do it; rehglon cannot do it. There
is only one Person in the universe Who can do it, and
that Pérson is the Holy Ghost. He can convince men of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment! “When he
is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of right-

~ eousness, and of judgment, of sin, because they believe

not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father,
and ye see me no more.” In effect the Lord Jesus said,
“I commit My case to the Holy Ghost.” He must prove
the truth of the gospel, and He will prove it, dear friends,
as He comes to dwell in His peéple: not apart from His
people, but in His people and through His people. And
when He is come, then blessing will follow: “Ye shall.
receive porwer

’

I fear t‘hat sometimes we. all have erred in not Sl.lffl-

ciently emphasizing this aspect of’ gospel truth. Let me

~

- -

avoid -that error this morning as T summon any one of
you who is not a Christian, whose sins have not been for-
given, washed away by the precious blood, who have no
definite experience of the favour of God in-Christ — I
bid you come to Him, commit your cause to Him. Let Him
be your 'great Advocate before the throne to make inter-
cession for you, to plead the merits of His wounds; and
cry: “Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have
found a ransom.” I do not ask you to believe in an ab-
sentee Saviour, merely to subscribe to a statement of
truth, to yield mental assent to a certain verbal proposi--
tion, and-say, “I believe so and so, and so and so, and
therefore I must be a.Christian.” Not that; I ask you to
receive the living Saviour, and to remember that to every-
one who*thus receives Him, the promise is given: “Ye
shall receive poyver.” He comes to take possession of us,

v to go home with us, and to go to business with us in the

morning; to keep company with us always even unto the .
end of the age. So said Peter, “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
rermaission of sing, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost..For the promlse is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as
the Lord our God shall call.” -

Oh, dlscouraged defeated, almost despalrmg soul, this
morning yield to Him! “How shall I receive Him?” Just
ad you receive (Christ. “How do you receive Christ?” By
faith. We ‘have received the promise of the Spirit by
faith; not by rolling on the floor; not by shotiting your-
gelf into a frenzy. That is not it. It is simply by taking
God at His Word, and, receiving Christ as my Saviour,
I also receive the Holy Glogt. Accept the promise, act
upon it; and, yielding obedience to Him, we shall find
that w1th1n us, and -within every faculty of the mind,
there is a new power functioning, and we shall be en-
abled to bear witness unto H1m 'here, and 4o the utter-
most parts of the earth.

Let us pray:

O Lord, we thank Thee that <Thou art with us stlll We
thank The_e that we have Thy promise to-day as had the
disciples of old. Oh, give us of Thy grace that, we may
honour Thy Word, and that we may rest upon Thy promise.
Send us forth this morning, every one of us newly, and
adequately empowered for all our varied mmlstnes as Chris-
tians, in thé home, in the office, in the shop, in school, on the
street and everywhere, may we walk in the Spirit for Thy

rame’s sake, Amen.
1
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The Dlvme Purpose

P By Dr. Robert Dubarry

Concernlng Baptlsm -

-/

- .' . v \Part 1) e
(Transla,ted from ‘the French by M. E. Dazsh)

- “1 also will ask you one thmg '
) “The baptism of John, whence was it?
Ny " “From heaven, or of men!” .

-3 THE DIVINE PURPOSE ESTABLISHED .

OST evangelical believers agree' in acknowledging

that the Founder of the Christian religion, intended

-~ to establish an outward sign to distinguish His disciples,

- and that the sign which He chose can be no other than
-baptlsm

The establishment of such a slgn answers to a need in-
herent in the nature of all human organisations:

A logical law rules the choice of this common mark.
The more varied the elements of which a community is
composed the more restricted in.its limits must be the
" gign whlch manifests their unity; but the more also must-

it'be at once apparent and significant. - .
'Of all communities, the Christian body" is certainly the
most varied, since it embraces all ‘times, all places, all
" races, all minds and all moral, physical and spmtual de-

sary therefore to discover a.sign equally well adapted to
- all these individualities! A sign simple énough to be un-

déerstood by everyone, explicit enough to interpret a pro- -

fouhd thought, and- personal- enough not to,echpse mdl-
viduality!

-'1.—A secret password such as m free-masonry, _would
not have. revealed, but rather hldden the unity and would
- thus have suppressed the testxmony -

2.—A .public' gesture, such as the sign of the cross,
~might have been appropriated by those who, ‘were not
Christians, and would thus. have compromzsed the testi-
mony. _ ' -
"8.—A material mark, a uniform or some such emblem

lcould not easily have been adapted to all times and. to--'
“all places ‘and would thus have diminished the testimony. -

4.—A solemn parade or ceremony might have deve]oped'
human pride and paralysed the testimony. ’

b—A ‘commonplace rite; void,, of meaning, mlght in;

many cases have been’ performed without -conviction, or

might have been frequently prevented by circumstances. -

This would have caused- the equivocation of the testimony.

This elimination of 8o many unacceptable signs, leaves
us-in the sole presence of Chrlstlan baptxsm under the
. form of total immersion; the form which in the opinion
. of the .most éminent of pedobaptlstl, was umquely and
. universally practised in apostolic-times.-

None of the above mentioned obJectlons, applles to this.

symbol. In it are ‘concentrated all .the qualities and all
.-the advantages which can be deslred or even z\magmed in
favour of a distinguishing sign, common to all Christians:
* - 1.—This symbol is, in the first place, universally prac-
ticable -All places and all climates have seen it celebrated,
and the material element requlred is, of all e]ements, the
most easily available. \

_Christ in God.” -

What “depth of wisdom and knowledge”. is neces- -

_the world, of the past from the future.

—Mafth. xxi:24, 25.

". prove that it was never entlrely contrary to the customs :

of their epoch.

3.—This symbol derives its; significance from the ex-
perience which is most striking, most tniversal, and most
certain in every human existence, that of death.
* 4.—This symbol has also the advantage of reflecting

the most ‘decisive, most profound and most significanit.
- fact in the Christian’s experience. As Paul declared to the
“Ye dzed a.nd| your hfe is'hid with -

Saints at Colosse:

5.—This symbol places such a death at the very be-
ginning of the Christian’ carcer; so--that the first res

ligious act of the new convert obliges him to understand . -
that the past is entirely leftibehind and that the future i
_is to be wholl§ new. ’
6.—This symbol places bebwéen converslon and entry'- )
into the visible church, a tomb into which each member ’

descends in turn, declaring thus his ldentlty ‘with..those
who have preceded him and W1th those who follow him,
and putting himself on a- level -in the eyes of men, with
those -whom:. siri and .grace have already placed: on an

equality in the eyes of God. )
. 7—This symbol-proclaims, to those who w1tness it, the'

complete rupture of him who performs it, with the world
and its evxl works
: 5 -~ ..
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. But this symbol, so.wiselx chosen, possesses, in addi-. . -

tion, all the advantages: of a Confession of faith; without’
...the inconveniences thereof. It proclaxms that rtlrnose who

practise it believe: -~ ’

1—In the authority of the Word of God gince : the . .
réasons‘which make them sccept it, are solely scrlptural
2.—fIn the divinity,_ perlonahty -and authorlty of each. -
. of thie three. Persons of the Trmlty, since.it:is in the name .
of.the Father, of the Son and of. the Holy Ghost that the v

act is accomplished..

8.—1In -the atoning ‘death and resurrectlon of Chrlst .

since it is to His tomb that baptlsm brings us.

"4—In the legal death™in. Chrlst and in-the personal

resurrectionof the behever oo N

* 6—In the intimate umon of the .believer. with “his’ -
Saviour,-since hé who is baptized, ‘has put on Christ. ”

6.—In the necessary separation of /the ‘Christian from

convert leaves the sphere in which he moved formerly,
for the church in which he will live henceforth. The bap-
‘tistery becomes the frontler between the world’ and the
church. .

7.—Ih the necesslty for a courageous and (hsmterested
witness of faith, since the, one baptized pledges hlmself

2.—This symbol has been observed at all penods Even-. publlcly by the most. humlllatmg of rltes

m the most obscure times of hlstory, mtnesses arjse to -

The baptized”

.o o
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Observe that this. Confession of ‘faith possesses, above
all those which men have.transmitted to us, through the
centuries, the advantages — -~

1.—Cf belng plam enough, to be understood, both by -

. those who proclaim it, and by those who witness it.

. 2——Of heing so clem as not to lend itself to evasive

interpretations.

3..—01f bemg sufflcxently adaptable, to permxt those

who ‘do not see all its aspects, to.comply with it sincerely

nevertheless, without mental reservation or fear, .and

. that, with a sure profit; which can but increase with suh-
sequent medltatlon

4.—0f speakmg at the same time of life -and of prm-
‘ciples, of practice and’ of theory, since, being as it is an
illustrated Confession of faith; it constrains its actor, if
one may say so, to depict his faith in a living parable.
* - ® *

If this interpretation of 'baptlsm be the true one, it is
wrong and dangerous, -for,individuals, as- well as for
churches, to modify or to neglect a symbol so 1mportant
"and so full of slgmflcance This, we shall now endeavour
to demonstrate. ° - -

THE DIVINE PURPOSE REJECTED

We have seen of what wise ‘and divine purposes the in-
stitution of baptism is the expression. We shall now ex-

-~ amine the consequences to the individual,” to the local

church,-and to the entire Christian world, mvolved by the
frustration of these designs.’

Speaking of the forerunner, Jesus declared that “All
the people that heard. him, and all the publicans, ]ustszd

pharisees and lawyers_ réjected the counsel of God against
themselves, bemg not baptized of him.”

. By“the voice of John the Baptist, .God demanded of the'
people.a public reéognition of their sorrow for sin, by
being baptlzed Confessing their sins in the waters of
.the Jordan, the.publicans and the common people pro-

claimed the absolute character of the divine rights, and’
. by their confession God was justified. On His side. by

welcoming their -repentance, God made. them, enter as

. factors in the development of his plans, causing them
eventually to become disciples of Christ, founders of the
church and heirs of heaven.

As for the pharisees and lawyers, who, from lack of .

splrltual discernment, or from fear.of man, did not come

" to the baptism, by their abstention they discredited the

authority of the messenger of God, and instead of jus-
tifying the divine law, they contested it publicly by their
ostentatious disobedience. Even those among them wha
might havé been accessible to feelings of repentance,

showed that they were not impressed with the gravity of -

their sin toward God, since, in refusing baptism, they de-
clared that the ‘offénded holiness of God, could quite well

be ‘accommodated t§ the terms of reconciliation whlch-'
man' might himself choose to impose..

God could not covehant with such gracelessness. Thesé

. Jews, heirs of an educa-tion of twenty centuries and

guardians of the sacred oracles, were the. designed guard

of honour of the promised Messiah. On them, should have
~ rested one ‘of the most glorious responsibilities that man-
could envy, that of bringing thelr co-operation to the work

. of redemptxon, and to the destruction of the barrlers
whlch separated Israel from the Gentiles,

God, being baptized w1th the ba'ptlsm of John..Bit the

Having already rejected John the Baptist in refusing
to accomplish the initial act, they were upable thereafter
to become disciples of the Messiah. In this rebrehensi-ble
_position, they. showed themselves incapable of receiving
the Holy Spirit, and of contributing to the formation of
4 new commumty, of which baptism was to be the initial
rlte

Moreover, as this posxtlon not only involved the loss of
- ‘positive advantages, but also committed them ¢ ? a down-
ward course, ‘the pharisees and lawyers were, by their
tacit protest regardmg baptism, driven to enter a path
of hostility toward John the Baptist, and afterwards to-
wards Jesus meself Whom they finally drove to the
Cross.

~ * * 8

This tragic example of -the consequences, of an ap-
parently slight violation of divine commands, stlll repeats
itself in our days in the very domain of Christian
baptism. , : /

The desxgn of God was to Iead His children to take
publicly before the eyes of men and of angels, the only
place proper for them-— the.depths of a tomb. The self-
abasement of man magnifies God m,proportlon to the
depth to which man stoops. What spectacle grander than
that of a universal company, the flower of humanity, pro-
claiming in the person of each one of her members, by
a synibol inderstood of all, that she confesses herself to
be nothing, and that men should not look to her, but to
the'God before whom she bows. What a vindication, what
a glorification of God! No grave could have been too deep
or too dark to illustrate such testimony!

In qurnin'g primitive baptism, Christianity has re-
jected a purpose of God. She has -turned attention from

(663) 7.
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Him to draw it upon herself. But the human wisdom, _

- the regard for worldly sentiment and respectability, which
“has led her to adapt her rites to suit the children of this
world, has not succeeded. in accredmng her, in their eyes.
Too often, the world, seeing only her hollow spiritual pre-
ten'sions. has'in its turn rejected her.

* %

Let us now consider more closely the consequences, in
our own day, of reJectmg baptism, as they concern the
individual and the local church, as well as the entire
‘Christian community. .

We will examine successively: 1st. The reprehensible
character of the rejection of baptism; 2nd. The regret-
table consequences involved therein; 3rd: The divine dls-
approval caused thereby

I.—The rejection of baptism is certainly repreh,enézble
since it 1mpl1es :

1.—A kind of challenge to God, by the refusal to sub-
mit, fo the clear expression of His will;

2.—A’ concession to Satan, since in the face of the most:
positive ‘declafations of Scripture, credence is granted to
the doubt: “Yea, hath God said?”;

.~ 3.—A weight-on the consc1ence, which those.so exer-

cised seek to relieve by all kinds of specious arguments,
in order. to justify their abstention from a symbolic act
whith they cannot but recognise as a divine institution;

4.—Grave consequences, which we are about to enumer- -

-ate, and the recognition of which should suffice to bring
Christian-people back to the observance of the ‘ordinances
of their Lord,

+
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II.—The rejectior? .of baptism entails extremely feg-ret.
table consequences:

A.—To the indjvidual’

1.—The impossibility of having a conscience truly at
rest in the presence of the Word of God;

2-—The loss of the consclousness of comp]ete union
with Christ in His death;
" *8.—The loss of the authority of example with one's
fellows;

- 4—The loss of the.joy which is found in bearing the
reproach of Christ;
5.—The habit of takmg the opinion of the world into
consideration;

6.—The almost 1nev1table 1solatlon of the non-baptized,
with regard to~those of his brethren who have already
accepted baptism.

B.—To the local churc’h the rejection of baptlsm en-
tails:

< 1.—The removal of the barrier, which should best pro-
tect the Christian assembly against the mtroductlon into
their midst of those who are irresp6iisible or unworthy;
2.—The deprivation of the spiritual stimuylus which
might be given by the scriptural argument: “Know ye
not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus-
Christ were baptized into His death?” — Romans vi., 8.
8.—The restriction from full communion of thought
with those Christian churches whose conception of bap-
tism does not warrant them in sanctioning anti-seriptural
practices.

C.—To the Christian commumty throughout the world,
the refection of baptism results in:

1.—The weakening of the public testimony, smce it
exempts the dlsclple from. huvmblmg }umself before God
and man, as he is commanded.

2.—The spectacle of disunion among the people of God
even upon the subject of entrance into the church: -

©  8.—The disappearance of a line of demarcation dis-
tinguishing between the world and the church;
4.—The absence within.the Church herself, of a marked
difference between the Christian and the unconverted
and the illusion that it is easier to reach the masses-by
other than individual methods. -

5.—A growing independence with regard to the-Serip-
tures, because, ceasmlg to be the rule of faith in details,
their authonty is weakened when great prmclp]es are-in
question;

6.—The introduction and ‘the perpetuatlon of the

s/prmkhng of infants. Although it may appear to have

some ground for existence as an act of consecration, this
ceremony presents- the immense dzsa,dmnta,ge of later
making an ordinance so graciofis, so expressive and so

'clearly commanded as behevers baptism, appear to many
*a useless repetition.

7.—The substitution of the “first communion” in the.

place of baptism, as the sign of affiliation, and the in-
fliction upon the church of all the abuses and of all the
insoluble problems which this untoward mnovation en-
tails;

8 —The loss of equilibrium between. the two Chrlstlan
symbols.~Whilst the baptism of believers, mentioned ex-
plicifly more than a hundred ‘tlmes in the Word of God,

’

is systematically left in the -bac‘kground. the communion,
mentioned only seven times and that in passages some-
times obscure, has however become the sign of entrance
into ‘the church and even, in certain instances, the in-
dispensable visible element of the assembly of God’

. children.

9.—Complications .in heathen countries, when, in the
vicinity of baptist and non-baptist missions, trouble is
caused in the minds of the converts and the weakening
of the native church, through unconyverted descendants
of a first generation of Christians being introduced into
it by infant sprinkling;

10.—Grave historic and doctrinal consequences, such as
union with the State, the establishment of papacy, the
great schisms embodied in the Greek and Roman
Churches, the wars of the Reformation, and theological
scepticism. .These consequences could never have fol-
lowed, if-the immersion of believers had remained the
narrow door of the churches.

III.—The rejection of behevers baptism mvolves, for’
those who are guilty of it, divine disapproval.

A.—The individual who, having seen in the Scriptures
'that God asks him to consecrate a few seconds of his

Christian life to an act as easy and so full of meaning

as baptism, refuses Him this minimum of obedience, puts
himself, whether he admits it or not, under a disability.
The efforts and_sacrifices which he may -impose upon
himself henceforth, cannot be fully approved, and run
the risk of remaining unfruitful. The marvellous career
of .George Muller would, by his own declaration, never
have been achieved, if, while quite young, he had not
risen above his personal reluctance and the prejudices of

his connections, and commenced the life of obedience by -

being bap‘txzed -

B.—Christian bodies have also 1ncurred| divine disfavor
by not observing the scriptural teaching concerning bap-
tism. Called to raise this barrier between themselves and
the world and thus to draw attention to the Author df
the Commandment, the churches which%have refused to

take the determined attitude which baptism implies, have

in the end lost their power, and have more or less failed
in their obJect for the rejection of the divine purpose,
cinnot but entail a loss of the blessmgs which are -con-
nected therewith.

To lose divine favour, and to incur the blame of a -

Father, such.as our/God — what an unspeakable calam-
ity! Will anyone refuse to understand those who, -fore-

seeing this misfortune, strive to urge their brethren to -

.

escape therefrom? ]

By yet other arguments, we would still persist in this
desire, the motive of which is solely anxiety for the glory.
of God,. and brotherly solicitude toward Christians for
whom, in all other things, we feel naught but esteem and

]

_affection.

* January 31, 1957 .

OPPORTUNITY IS EVERYWHERE
Is there a  reading room or a hospital where jou
may leave a copy of THE'GOSPEL W1 TNESS?
Why not. investigate this posslbxhty? .
Spread the truth. -
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The Soul-Winner's Reward - .
By Rev. C'ha_rles H. Spurgeon _ .
b (Address at a Tabernacle Prayer-Meeting) . -

ON MY way to this meeting I observed upon the notice-
A board of the police station a striking placard, offer-
ing a large, -

. REWARD
to anyone who can discover and"ibrin-g to justice the per-

. betrators of a great crime. No doubt our legislators
know that the hope of a huge reward is the only Tnotive

which will have power with the comrades of assassins. .

The common informer earns so much scorn and hate that
few can be induced to stand in his place, even when piles
of gold are offered. It.is a poor business at best. -

It is far more pleasant to remember that there is ‘a
reward for bringing men'to merey, and that it is of a
higher order than the premium for bringing men to jus-

tice; it is, moreover, much more within our reach, and -

- that is a practical point worthy of our notice. We can-

»

not all hunt down criminals, but we. may all rescue the
perishing. God be thanked that assassins and burglars
are comparatively few, but sinners who need to be sought

and saved swarm Around us in every place. Here is scope’

for you all; and none/need think himself shut out from
the rewards which love bestows on all who do her service.

At the mention of the word REWARD, some will prick
up their ears, and mutter “legality”. Yet the reward we
speak of is not of debt, but of grace; and it is enjoyed,
not with theproud conceit of merit, but with the grateful
delight of humility. - .

‘Other friends will whisper, “Is not this a low and mer-
cenary motive?”’ We reply that it is as mercénary as the
spirit of Moses, who “had respect unto the recompense of
the reward.” In this matter, all depends upon what the
reward is; and if that happens to be the joy of doing
good, the comfort of having glorified God, and the bliss
of pleasing the Lord Jesus — then the aspiration to<be

"~ allowed to endeavour to save our fellowmen from going

siown into the pit is in itself a grace from the Lord; and
if we ‘did not succeed in it, yet the Lord would say of it,
as He did of David’s intent to build a temple; “It is well

" . - that it was in thine heart.” Even if thé souls we seek

should .all perish i1 unbelief, if they all despise and reject

wisely, more believingly, more. humbly, and more ix\_ the
power of the Holy Spirit. They must act as farmers do
who, after a poor harvest, plough again in ‘hope. They
ought not to be dispirjted, but they ought to be aroused:
‘We should be anxious to find out the reason of failure, if
there be any, and we should be ready to learn from all
our fellow-]labourers; but we must steadfastly set our

faces, if by any means we may save some, resolving that A

whatever happens we will leave no stone unturned to
effect the salvation of those around us. How can we
bear to go_out of the world without sheaves to bear with
us rejoicingly? I believe that the most of us who are now
assembled to pray have been successful beyond our ex-
pectations. God has blessed~us, not beyond our desires,
but yet beyond our hopes. - - :

I have often been surprised at the mercy of God to my-
self. Poor sermons of mine, that I could cry over when
I got home, have led scores to the cross: and more woh-
derful still, words that I have spoken in ordinary con-
versation, mere chance sentences, as men-call them, have
nevertheless been as winged arrows from God, and have
pierced men’s hearts, and laid them wounded at Jesus’
feet. I have often lifted up my hands in astonishment,
and said, “How can God bless sucki a feeble instrumental-
ity?” This is the feeling of most who addict themselves
to the blessed craft of fishing for men, and-the desire of
such success' furnishes as pure a motive as could move an
angel’s heart, as pure, indeed, as that which swayed the
Saviour when, for the joy that was set before Him,
He endpred the cross, despising the shame. “Doth Job
serve God for nought?” said Satan. .If he could have
answered the question in the affirmative, if it could have
been proved that the perfect and upright man found no
" reward in his holy living, then Satan would have cavilled
at the justice of God, and urged men to renounce a serv-
ice so unprofitable. Verily there is a reward. to the right-
eous, and in ‘the_lofty pursuits of -grace there are recom-
penses of infinite value. When we endeavour to lead men

to God, we pursue a business far more profitable than .

the pearl-fisher’s diving -or the diamond-hunter’s search-
ing. No pursuit of mortal men is to be compared with

and ridicule us, yet still it will be a divine work to have. "that of soul-winning. I know what I say when I bid you

* at least made the attempt. If there comes no rain out
of the cloud, yet it has screened off the fierce heat of the
sun; all is not lost even if the greater design be not accom-
plishd. What if we only learn how to join the Saviour
in His tears, and cry, “How often would I have gathered
you, but ye would -not”! It is sublimity itself to be
allowed to stand on the same platform with Jesus, and
weep with Him. We are the better for such sorrows, if
no others are. :

But, thank ‘God, our labours are not in vain in the Lord.
I believe that most of you, who have really tried, in the
power of the Holy Spirit, by Seriptural teaching and by
prayer, to bring others to Jesus, have been.successful.
I may be speaking to a few who have not succeeded; if
so, I would recommend them to look steadily over their
motive, their spirit, their work, and their prayer, and

=~ then begin again. Perhaps they may.get to work more
I

N

.

think of it as men think of entering the cabinet of the
nation, or occupying a throne; it is a royal business, and
they are true kings who follow it successfully.

The harvest of godly service is not yet: I.“We do with
patience waijt for it”; but we have earnests ‘of our wage,
refreshing pledges of\that which is laid up in heaven
for us. Partly, this reward lies in the-work itself. Mén

go hunting and s'hootigg for mere love of the sport; .

_ surely, in an infinitely higher sphere, we may hunt for
*men’s souls for the bleasing indulgence of our benevo-
lence. To some of us, it would be an unendurable misery
to see men sink to hell, and to be making no effort for
their-salvation. It is a reward to us to have a vent for
our inward forces. I{ is woe and weariness to us to be
shut up from those sacred activities which aim at pluck-

ing fire-brands from the flame. We are in deép sympathy .
with our fellows, and feel that, in a measure, their sin .

’

-
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~and affection of those you b'rmg to Christ.
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is our sin, their peril our peril. _ . _
. Ifanother lose the way, .- . g

My ‘feet also go astray;
If another downward go,
In my_hea_r\t is _a_lso woe.

It is thei'efore"h; relief .to set forth the "gospel, that we

may save ourselves from that sympathetlc misery which

_echoes in our hearts the crash of soul ruin.

Soul—wmnmg is 4 service whzch brmgs g?eat benefzt

“to the mdzmdual who consecrates himself to it. The man
‘who has watched for.a soul, Prayed for it, laid his plans
for it, spoken with much trembling, and endeavoured to:

maké an impression, has been educating himself by the
effort. Having been disappointed, he has cried to God
more earnestly,.has tried again, has looked up the promise
to meet the.case of the conyicted one, has turned to that
point of the divine character which seems- most likely to

encourage~trembling faith — he has in every step been

benefiting himself. When he has gone over the old, old
story of the cross to the weeping penitent, and has at last
gripped the hand of one who could say: “I do believe, I~
will believe,. that Jesus died for me”; I say, he has had
a reward in the process through which hi‘s own mind has
gone. . :

Tt has reminded him of his own lost estate; it has shown
him the struggles that the Spirit had in bringing him to
repentance;.it has reminded him of that precious moment
when he first looked to Jesus;. and it has strengthened
him in his firm confidence that Christ will save men.
When we see Jesus save another, and see that marvellous

‘transflguratlon\whlch passes over the face of the saved

one, our- own faith is greatly confirmed. Seceptics and
modern-thought men have little to do with converts:

those who labour for conversions believe in conversions;
those who behiold the process of regeneration see a mir-
acle wrought and are certain that “this is the finger of
God.” It is the most blessed exercise for a soul, it is the
divinest _ennobling of the heart, to spend yourself in-
seeking to-bring another to the dear Redeemer’s feet. If
it ended there, you might thank God that He ever called -

" you. to a service, so-elevating, so confirming, as that of

converting others from their evil ways.

Another precious recompense is found-in the g':atztude .
This is a
choice boon — the blessedness of joying in another’s joy,

‘the' bliss of hearing that you have led a soul to Jesus. -

Measure the sweetness of this recompense by the bitter-
ness of its opposite. Men of- God have brought many to
Jesus, and all things have gone well in the church till

* declining years or change of faghions have thrown the-
" good man into the shade, and then the minister’s own

splrltual children have been eager to-turn him out. of
dootrs. The unkindest cut of all has come from those who
owed their souls to him. His heart was broken while he
sighed, “Ijcould ‘have borne it, had not the persons that
I brought to the Saviour turned against me.” The pang
is not unknown to me. I can never forget a certain house-
hold, in. which the Lord gave me the great joy to bring

_ four, employers and several persons engaged by them to

. Jesus’ feet. ‘Snatched from the utmost carelessness -of
. _world]mess,,these who had previously known nothing of

- the grace of God were joyful confessors of the faith.

After a while they imbibed certain opinions differing

".. from .ours, .and from that moment some of them had
" nothing but hard words for me and my preaching. I had

BN - .
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‘agonies.
is an honour too great for thee! A bliss too deep. for

done my best to teach' them all the tmth I knew, and if
they had found out more- than' I had discovered, they

might at least have remembered where they learned the -
It is years 'ago now, and-I have -

elements of the faith.
never said:as much-as this before; but I feel the wound -
much. I only mention these sharp pricks to show how

very sweet it'is fo have those about you whom you have: .

‘brought to the Saviour.
A mother feels great delight in her children, for an in-

tense love comes with natural relationships; but there i is

a still deeper love connected with spiritual- kmshlp,

love which lasts through life, and will continue in eter- -’

nity, for even in heaven each servant of the Lord sha]l‘
say, “Here am I, and the children “whom Théu hast glven -
” They neither marry nor are glven in marriage in
the city of our God, but fatherhood and brotherhood in’
Christ shall still survive. Those sweet and blessed bonds’
which grace has formed continue for ever, and spiritual
relationships are rather developed than dissolved by.~
translation to the better land. If you are eager for real
joy, such-as you may thirik over and sleep upon, I am per-
suaded that no joy of growing wealthy, no joy.of increas:

ing krowledge no joy of influence over your fellow-crea- _

tures, no Joy of any other sort, can ever be compared with
the rapture of saving a soul from death, and: helping to
restore our- lost brethren to our great Father’s house.:
Talk of ten thousand pounds reward! It is nothing at all,
one might easily spend that amount; ‘but one cannot ex-
Haust. the unutterable -delights’ which come from the
gvatltude of souls converted from the error of their ways

But the richest reward lies in pleasing God, and caus- - '

ing the Redeemer to see of the travail of His soul. That
Jesus should have His reward, is worthy of the Eternal
Father; but it is marvellous that we should be employed
by the Father to give to Christ ‘the purchase of His
This is a- wonder of wonders! O my soul, this

words! Listen, dear friends, and answer. me. What would

you give to cause a thrill of pleasure.in the heart 6f the °

Well-beloved? Recollect the grief you cost Him, and the

pangs that shot through Him that He might deliver you. _
from your sin and its consequénces; do- you not long to .

make Him glad" When you brmg others to His, feet, you
give Himr joy. and no small Joy either.
wonderful text: “There is joy in the presence of the.
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth” ? What does
that mean? Does it mean that-the angels have joy? We
generally read it™so, but it is-not the“intent of the verse.

It says, “There is joy in the presence of the angels of .
" God” — that is, joy in -the-/heart'of God, around whose:

throne the angels stand: It'is a joy which angels delight
{o behold, — what is it? Is the blessed God capable of

greater joy than His own boundless happmess? Wondrous
\language this! The- infinite- bliss of God is more emin- )

ently displayed, if it cannot be increased. Can we be in-
struments of this? Can ‘we do anything which will make
the Ever-blessed glad? Yes, for we are told that the great -
Father rejoices above measure when His prodxga] aon
that was dead is alive again, and the lost one-is found.

If I could say this as I ought to say it, it would r_nake ’

every Christian éry out, “Then I will labour to. bring .
souls to the Saviour”; and it would make these of us who
have brought many to Jesus instant, in season and out of
season, to bring more to Him. Lt is a great pleasure to
be doing a kindness to an earthly friend, but to be domg
something distinctly for Jesus somethmg whlch will e

January 31, 1957
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..of all things in the world most- pleasing to Him, is, a - pile of natural stones, which might only cumber the
great dellght' It is a good.work to build a meetlng house; ground. ‘Then go, dear friends, and seek to bring your
. and give it outright to the cause of God, if it is done with children and your neighbours, your frlends and your kins-
a right and proper motive; but one living ‘stone, built folk, to the Saviour’s feet, for nothmg will give Him -so
upon “the sure foundation of our instrumentality, will .much pleasure as to see them turn and lwe By your love

give the Master more pleasure than if we erected a vast to J esus, T beseech you, become fishers of men.
=y - - .y ~

. . o . - —

Pastors’ of Jamaica Urge --’vaernrhen'r P
-~ to Assure Full Religious Freedom

YHE Rev. G. W Smrth dlrector of the Tndependerit . “With reference to the letter of 231'd of October from

} Jamaica Baptist Mission, has released the following your Private Secretary, Mrs. C. St. Aubyn, addressed
' . statement on “Religious: L1berty in the Br1t1sh Carribean to'Rev. G. W. Smith of ‘Clovelly,” Ramble P.O., would you

_ . " Federation”: kindly make thesfollowing representations to the Colon-
b “The following appeéars under ‘Constltutlonal Matters lal Office and the Standing Federation Committee on be-

in the Report of the British Caribbean Federation Con- half of the undersigned ministers Of the Gospe] in the —
-ference, held, in" London, which was prlnted in part, in 1sland of Jamaica: .

[ The: Daily: Glea'ner of Klngston, J amaica on- February 25, . “1 We urge that the Cons-tlti_xtlon of the British Carib-

£ " 19560 . bean Federation contain a clause to the .efféct that the
k T The preamble to the Constltutlon shall mclude a Chul‘Ch is to be separated entirely from the State.

- ) recltal to the effect that all person§ in the Federation “2 We are concerned that all ‘Persons, in the .Federa-
- - ghall continue, to .enjoy the free exercise of their.respec- tion shall enjoy full Fberty of consciente and have-the -
3 tive modes of religious worshlp o - right to ‘practise and propagate their religious beliefs and

“In a letter to, Sir Hugh, Foot Governor of Jamaica, request that the ‘Constitution should be worded specifi-

. dated ‘October: 12, the writer said ‘concerning it, “This cally to guarantee these vital rights of free men.
L would not gluarantee complete freedom of religious wor- “3. We are of the opinion that if the phraseology of
PR ship and the rlght to propagate one’s faith. If the Con- Clause 11, Sectl}m ITI, Constitutional Matters, of the Re-
. © . -stitution were, to' be "so worded. it .could be- construed as port of the British .Caribbean Federation’ Conference,
forbidding the introduction’ of new, denominations, other were to be adopted these. rlghts would not be fullv safe-

modes of worship, and: proselytlsmg “Evangelicals . could guarded. .

be prevented from working in an island like Dominica’ “4. We therefore appeal to those who are responmble
. -“It is most. 1mportant that the - Standmg Federation for the drawing. up of the Constitution to take these
. Committee should alter the, Draft Constitution being pre- . points into conmdet ation when they are preparing. the

Y

‘ . . pared,by the Colomal Office, 1f necessary, to ensure the Preamble. ! i
- ' "~ ‘enjoyment of full religious libeFty to all the inhabitants - «g we respectfully request that a copy of the letter
‘ _ of the Federation before it assumes its' final form for sqdressed to vou by Rev. G. W. Smith, dated October 12th,
e presentation to the Federal Legislature. A Jesuit could pe forwarded with these representatlons A
haYe framed wha;t eppears in the -a-bove excerpt. . = “Thanking you, we are
. _ “Every evangelical church ahd every evangelical min- “Your Excellency” . ' .
, 'ister.in thecountrieés which are to be federated should . our Excellency’s obedient servants, —
.insist that this-be done. As President Theodore Roose- (Signed) RN

velt said, “There ‘may be a reason for not fighting, but

‘A, 1. McKENZIE, Pastor Buff Bay, Skibo, B
there can-be no reason ‘for. fighting feebly.’ And time .is ¢ astor Buff Bay, Skibo, Bethesda

- of the essence. . The Standing Federation Committee meets Bethbara, and Tranquility Baptm Churches. )
. in January. . _“J W. KNIGHT, Pastor, Clarksonville, Mt. Moriah and
“Dr, T. T Shlelds, the pastor of the-Jaivis Street Bap- = . Tweeds‘d"%apt“t Churches. )
~tist Church, Toronto, Canada,- in his- controversy with “J. T. M. GREEN, Pastor, Nightingale Grove, Rock
Premier W. L. MacKenzie King of Canada over the en- . Cliffe .and Cataboo Baptist Churches and Acting-Pas-
croachments of the Roman Catholic -Church declared: " tor of Thornton and Forest Mtn. Baptist Churches.

. insist that it is as ‘much my right as aBritish sub]ect
~ -« , to expose a religion that I believé to be false, as it is to
: " espouse a religion I believe to be true.- 'I‘hat is the verv—

“S. L. CUMMINGS Pastor, Independence Hall Baptist
Church Axe-and-Adze, Hanover.

’ essence of rellglous liberty: » . : “HA. WHITE,}’astor, Rehoboth Mission, Kingston.
: ) Eight pastors in Jamaica have addressed a letter to the “W. M. KNIGHT, Pastor Sudbury Baptist Churech,
*  Governor of Jamalca, His Excellency, Sir Hugh Foot, on . “LEONARD .DUNN, P t Mi Church, D
the subject,. “Religious Liberty: The Constitution of the Manchester{) astor, Missionary Chure evon,
\ British Caribbean Federation.” The full text of the let- w ) . .
ter, dated December 6, with the -names of the pastors G. W. SMITH, Pastor, Macfield and Hewett’s View
who signed it, follows: . . Baptist Churches.”

d N

“Your Excellency, ST . ' ~ ' —Christian Beacon

~
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' PRAYER WITHOUT CEASING =~

Eawtracts from a Sunday morning Sermon: preached
at Charlotte Baptist Chapel, Edinburgh)

1 ) 7 ’
“PRAY without stopping?” What does Paul mean? We
should always remember that prayer assumes two
fundamental forms: prayer should offen be a conscious
act in our Christian life and it shoilld always be our un-
--conscious attitude. To begin with the aspect most familiar
to us, prayey is an act of our conscious mind. T s

A’ Consciqus Act .

" As a conscious activity prayer may.assume a variety
of forms; it may be public — as at the congregational
prayer meeting, it may be private — as in our own room
or at our bedside; it may be in our own words, or in the
words of a psalm or a collect from the Book of Common
Prayer or.some other treasury of devotion; it may be

“Pray without ceasing—1 Thessalonians 5:17.

self to us”in a new way? When we were first married

we reared a family altar — has it fallen into disrepair?

~ Whilst praying without ceasing does not mean praying

without interval for work and play, it does certainly in-

volve praying with intensity and regularity. But how can

we maintain our graph constantly at the high mark of

a close walk with God? What practical helps can we give {
our fickle hearts? ' '

(1) 'There is first the important element of personal.

‘discipline. Our Lord made a great deal of tenacity in

prayer. You recall that when-He urged His disciples
“always to-pray and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). He told.
them the story of the determined widow who insisted
upon seeing justice done — she worried and hartied, pes- . P

wordless.. For whilst words are frequently an aid to tered and badgered the judge until he simply had to do . j
prayer they are by no ineans indispensable. The essence something to getrid of her! Jesus made the same point {
of prayer is not in our vocabulary and diction but in the _in His story about the' man who knocked a_neighbour up 7

longing of our souls: real prayer is to be. measured by
the intensity and spirituality of our soul’s desires.-And

there are times when the most fervent souls are dumb -
“'in prayer; their adoration and pleading too deep for

words. But whether public or private, extempore or lit-
urgical, spoken or silent, all these' prayers have one ele-
ment in common — they involve the concentration of our
hearts and minds upon God. ’

Now we cannot hope to obey Paul’s injunction literaly °
on this conscious level. It would be manifestly wrong for
a surgeon to be contemplating the majesty ot’ God or the
distressed in Africa when he should be concentrating on
the distressed patient on the operating table before him.
Unless we.are to withdraw from the world altogether and
become hermits or monks, we can only “pray without
stopping” at the penalty of neglecting our ddily duty and
failing our fellows. A practical saint like Paul would
never encourage any man to renounce a life of service to
his fellows for an unreal or occult mysticism — he has
already“told these Thessalonians “to do their own busi-
ness and to work with their own hands.”

What Paul means by “without ceasing” is evident from
the opening words of this letter where he tells his Thes-
salonian converts how much he lovéd them! “. .. remem-
_bering® without ceasing your work of Taith, and labour of

love and patience of hope.” B}r which Paul meant that he

remembered them consistently — he had not glibly prom-

* ised to pray for them and then promptly forgotten them,

nor had he fervently prayed fgpthem for a few days and
then lost all interest in them. No, they were as much in
his heart and intércession now as the day he said good-
bye to them. There was staying power and stickability
in Paul’s remembrance. RN

Many of us have to confess with shame that this sticka-
‘bility is a quality all too often absent in our own prayers.
Is the graph of our prayer life steady or does it betray
seriotis fluctuations, is it even or erratic? Have we to
confess that we no longer peay as once we did — when
Christ first met us or when-years later He revealed Him-

-ourselves to be so “troubled about- many things” that we

in the middle of the night and refused to go away until
his reluctant neighbour had got out of bed and given him .
the loaves he wanted — “because of his importunity”. It ©
Js grit and tenacity of this kind that we must have in i
prayer. Paul bids the Romans continue “constant in
prayer” ar\x‘d exhorts the Ephesians to pray “with all pray- |
er and supplication . . . watching -thereunto with all per- ) T
severance.” 4 _ . ' |
But perseverance in prayer demands unrelenting self-
discipline. The “quiet time” must become a sdcred
priority in our day. And it is so fatally easy to allow

have no time left for the one thing that is needful — to
sit like Mary at the feet of Jesus. -And if private prayer
is easily reduced to a few hurried sentences in the morn- -
ing and evening, what of the difficulties of maintaining

. '.
- A 3 e amimE

‘the Family Altar? - -

There is nothing to compare with the joy of a-clean heart
and that holy baptism of inward peace and compassion ~
which fills our innermost soul through prayer. Family
life reaches its tenderest and deepest happiness when
iparents and‘ children sihg a.few simple choruses or a {
hymn, read a Scripture, pray and join in the Family g
Prayer. But whilst we acknowledge its benefit, how '
easy to drift on day after day and week after week with-
out family worship or private devotion. Our season of
fenced-in' quietness with God is something for which we
must literally fight if we are to be constant: only those Lo
who exercise holy resolution can maintain the steady,. ’ :
clear flame of prayer in their hearts and homes. Mr.
Ready-to-Halt will soon find himself too busy to pray

without ceasing. . N

(2) To this quality of self-discipline we must add the ‘
element of patience. How many of us become discouraged ‘
by the slowness of God’s actions? When we stop to 1
analyse what it is that has clogged.the fountain of prayer
in our héarts, we sometimes: discover the boulder to be a
secret grudge that we are nursing against Providence.

E
“Pray and you shall p?é.y oftener,” says Jeremy Taylor. ‘
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Events are not moving fast enough for us, God is too
slow in answering our cry. It is then we need to remem-
ber that God’s delays are not denials.” “Now Jesus loved
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard
therefore that he was sick, he abodé two days still in the
same place where he was.” That is an illuminating state-
ment: Jesus delayed his deliverance because He loved
Mary and Martha. He allowed them to pass through tlie

-agony of their brother’s death that they might know the
- startling joy of his resurrection; He did not restore

Lazarus-from illness because He wished: to do something
better — to resurrect him from the dead. Monica prayed
that her son mlgh't not go to Rome. Her prayer was not
immediately answered; to her dismay- Augustme went to
Rome — but only to be converted! And if we are not to
lose heart in prayer it is essential that we should cultivate
long views of God’s workings. A thousand years is’as a
day with the eternal God' We are feverish and hasty,
demanding that the whole plot should unfold in the first
act. But God will not be stampeded. Indeed, many of His
plans require more than one life for their fulfilment.
Stephen died a human failure, cut off in the morning of
his power. But Stephen’s triumphant martyrdom exer-
cised an influence for the furtherance of the Gospel far
beyond his own day. Perhaps it is only from the fourth
centenary of their ga]lant death at the stake that we can
see what God wrought in Bilney, Latimer, Ridley and
Cranmer. Elijah took too short a view of God’s purpose
and sat under his juniper tree in a fit of depression in
which he had neither heart nor strength for prayer. If
we are then to pray without- ceasing we must guard
against the paralysing discouragements of our im-
patience. - Y

(8) Another ally 'in keeping the fire always burning
upon the altar is praise. “Praise, pray, peg on” was the
counsel given to a minister in Edinburgh the other day.
Praise is certainly an indisputable element in all perse-
vering prayer. No man can be content with a few hur-
ried words of prayer once he begins to count his bless-
ings! When" war is on or danger threatens, when a loved
one faces a critieal operation or decision, when there is
fear or shame to bring us to God in a state of despera-
tion, then we really put our hearts into our prayers. But
when the crisis is past and we breathe freely, our prayers
easily become formal and soulless again — unless we ré-
turn like the Samaritan to give God thanks. Let-us but
begin to bless the Lord for His benefits towards us and
we shall find that etermty itself is to6 short fof such a
blessed task. Indeed, even in: Hégven — where every
other form.of prayer may be outmoded — there will
always be adoration, the crowning rapture of the re-
deemed.

(4) But there is a final call to unceasing prayer which

must press heavily upon every sensitive soul to-day — the

ministry of intercession. Psychologists classify some men
and women as-introverts: their thoughts and feelings are
turned in upon themselves. It is an unhappy trait and

- when it dominates our prayer life. it is plainly un-

christian, for whatever our psychological make-up may
be, we must become extroverts before the throne of grace
if we are to be real intercessors. Let any -believer look
out upon the world with compassionate eyes, let him see
and feel the terrible weight of men’s sins and sorrows,
physical, mental and ‘spiritual, and he can only cry out
“God forbid that T should sin against the
Lord in ceasing to pray for you.”

! Unconscious Attitude )
But prayer is more .than regular acts of praise, peni-
tence and petition. Fundamentally prayer is an attltude/

of the believing soul.

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, <
Uttered or unexpressed, -
The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast.

And whilst it would not be  right for us — so long as we
‘are citizens of this world — to be unceasingly engaged
in conscwu&gx;ayer we can and should be always in the .
attitude of prayer. ‘“Though a man cannot be incessantly
praying in words,” to.quote an old commentator, ‘“the
mmd may be held continuously in an attltude of prayer,
‘even in sleep.” .

Clement of Alexandria sees this injunction to pray
without ceasing as a plea for the continual reference of
all things to God, and in this way a Christian is repre-

-sented in every situation; in"his walks, talks, silences,

reading, in all reasonable pursuits. Basil, a fourth cen-
tury saint, enlarges upon this thought: “Not in syllables,
but rather in the 'intuition of the soul and in acts of
virtue which extend ‘to all the life is the power of prayer.
. . . When thou sittest down to table, pray; when thou
takest food, give thanks to Him that gave it thee; when
the time of taking food is passed, let not the memory of
the merciful Giver pass too. When thou puttest on thy
coat, thank Him that gave it thee; and when thy cloak,
increase thy love to ‘God, who provided us with garments
fit for both summer and winter. Is the day over? Thank
Him who gave us the sun. for the servide of our daily
work, and gaveé another fire to lighten the night and serve
the rest of the needs of life. Let night afford other sug-

-gestions of prayer. When thou lookest up to heaven and
- seest the beauty of the stars, pray to the Lord of all

things seen and adore the all-merciful Artist of the whole,
who in wisdom hath made them-all. And when thou seest
all things buried in sleep, then again worship Him who
even against our will breaks off by sleep the stress of -
toil and by -a short -respite restores our strength. ..
Thus mayest thou pray without ceasing, not in words
but the whole conduct of thy l1fe, ) umtmg thyself to
God that thy existence is an unceasing prayer.”

~—Charlotte Chapel Record

-

The Gospel Witness. Family

has the happy privilege of studying similar por-
tions of the Bible together, and praying for com-
mon objectives together. BUT WE MUST
INCREASE.

Send us NAMES - NAMES - NAMES

When you have finished reading this copy of
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, pass it on to some-
one else. If you can use additional copies we
should be glad to supply them. Spread the
truth. ~

y
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. since I had been in a church. I found myself wedged in
the middle aisle and when I at{empted to get ouf, the
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A Qunck Answer to Prayer )
) ¢
. Translated from the German by the late - -

¢ ' . . Ernest Gordon S T

‘ \

R. WILHELM BUSCH was in early life a- follower,
of so-called Modernist opinion, but was.converted
to Christ and is now an outstanding evangelical. There

. is'no more powerful preacher -of the truth in ‘Germany,

and he 1is also the gifted editor of Licht und Leben
(“nght and Life”). The following tells of an answer
to prayer'in his early life as pastor:

“Recently a phofo T came to light which was taken -thirt)" r

" years ago. Twenty men of various ages with drums and

fifes! Where are they now? Most of them the war swal-~
lowed up. Some have moved from*Essen. Two or three
I meet now and then and it is an occasion of great joy.

“‘They_ were of the time of agitation. The Stahlheim,
the iron front of the Nazis, and Uniformed Communist
commpanies fought with each other in ‘hall battles.’

“l was then a young pastor in a wholly Communist
quarter, walking down a street, tired and_discou-raged.
Men were so bitter, they woilld not even listen to Jesus’
-words. I felt very lonesome even in the heart of this
“thickly populated tenement quarter. .

“In front-of me I noticed a ¢ouple of young men. Orie-
wore the uniform of the Red Front fightérs. They were
in lively discussion. I sighed to myself, saying, How can
one reach such fellows? Then came the thought! Why
cannot God work a miracle and give me open door into -,
the hearts of such young men? It says in the Revelation,
‘He that openeth, and no man shutteth.’ I folded my hands
in" prayer to my ever-present Lord: ‘O- Lord, let me see
Thy marvelous work. Opén a door to these people.’ I had
indeed no idea how that could happen.

“I walked a little faster and overtook them. In passing,
I heard the man in uniform ask the other, ‘Have you
anything for me to read?” )

“I was delighted. Here was an open door. I turned
~ quickly and said, ‘If-you want something to read, come
to me’. .

‘He looked at me surprlsed ‘Who are you, then ?
“ am a. pastor : . ot
“He laughed. ‘I too, am a pastor.’

“You certainly are not,” I retorted. Whereat he smil-
ingly offered to bet on it. .

“It came out that his name was Pastor, Willy Pastor. -

-— .

And I, too, am named Wilhelm and am a pastor. ,
“Suddenly he stared at me with agitated look; asking, *
- ‘When can I come tomorrow? I named an hour and .he

promised to be there. Then he left hurriedly. Next day he
was in.my study and related the following: °

7 ‘Last year I was going by ‘Weber Place where a multi-
tude of people were streaming into. Holy Cross Church.

Out of curiosity I went up the church steps for a look
around. A wave of people pushed .me inside. It was long

Pa—

organ had begun to play and the people told me ‘to be
quiet. So it camie about that I was attendmd a church
service w1thout mtendmg to.’

“‘Well, and how did it please you? I 1nterJected It
had Ibecome clear to me that he had.attended my ordina-
tion service, and that was, to tell the truth, a pamfu]
memory, for I had then preaclied- the poorest sermon’ in
my life. How did that happen? The day before, a méving '
van had come, and I had spent half the night- ordering my
library.- I-was twenty-seven years of age and full-of hope
that the right words would ¢ome into my vhead ‘when the'
time came.

“T saw in memory Holy Cross Church filled with peo-

,ple Around the altar stood ‘the banner-bedrers of many

unions and pastors in robesr Came the organ music and
a long liturgy. One and anothér spoke; an hour and a half
Had passed. There was lack of ‘oxygen in the crowded
church. Then it was my turn. The people were tired, and

a sunbeam struck me straight in the eyes 80 that I could - -
scarce see anything: ~The little I had planned to say soon
vanished, -and I was glad to climb down again from the
high pulplt : -

“When I Sat down beside my dear young w1fe, she said,
‘One could only be ashamed at such a sermon.’

“Yes, so it was; and now there sat before me a clever
“Voung Commumst,, who tells me he attended that service
~involuntarily. I'll hear a second time what a pltlful wit-
ness I then was.

“But my eyes opened wide when he went on:

“‘I stood there in desperation, for thlngs went: on
endlessly. When a new speaker walked up the pulplt e
determined to force my way out, no matter what hap-_
pened. .However,.I saw a young man-of my own age go
up and 1 said, “I’'m curious to know how:much %e knows.” -
And then the address struck me, struck me -as nothing
‘had ever struck me Ebefore. Yet I was a convinced atheist.’

" “He paused. I hung on his lips:
“You see, I was a regional leader for the drum and
fife corps of the whole Red Front of the Ruhr area. When.

ever there was a birthday, we celebrated There was much
drinking. My married life went wrong, as, in fact, my"

..~ whole life. Some days ago, I was thinkirig, Would that I

might find oneé who could show me a better way and lo!
" theré on the street the very man whose™ talk ‘had so 1m—
pressed me! If that is not marvelous!” .

S | explamed that another’ Hand was here at Work : ...:

“He became my dear co-worker. His heart and service.
now. belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, and because his in-
terest was in drum and fife bands, he formed one for me.
Never will 1 forget how ‘the first procession drew out
with tremendous noise and ‘a brave company of men dis--
tributing tracts. So was a highway broken through this

Al

. spiritually dead clty quarter of Essen.” ' - -}

-—The Sunda,y School szes
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VoL 21 First Quarter _Lesson 6

OLIVE L. OI._.A,RK,'Ph.D. (Tor.),
- ’ , . T .
THE BELIEVER’S PATH IN FACING APOSTASY
Lesson Text: 2 Timothy 2: 1-15. !
Golden Text: “No man that warreth entangleth h1mself with

February 10, 1957

the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath .

| . ) chosen him to be a-soldier.”.
4 o - .
Introduction: ! > - -

2 Tlmothy 2:4,

: . The Second Epistle to Txmothy, writtén about 67.or 68 A. D ’

was probably the ;Apostle-Paul’s final official commumcatlon
Unlike the First Epistle, which 'is a formal letter dealing with
church’ order and admlmstratlon, this. one is intensely per-
sonal. Languishing: in a' Roman piison, the Apostle. feels
keenly the loneliness of his position.. ‘Some’ of his, former
companions in the Gospel are engaged elsewhere, -while others
have deserted him (2 Tim. 4:10-12, 14-16, 20). He riceds the
comfort of ‘'warm clothing, but: especlally does he long for his
books and for the presence of h1s young frlend Timothy (2
- Timothy 4:9, 13, 21).

~

first imprisonment (Phil. 1:19, 24-26), but he is consciois of

the fact that, this time he will die for the Saviour (2 Tim.

. .4:6-8), and the hope which sustains him is his desire to be

- with Christ (Phil, 1;23, 24). In anticipation ‘hé is already liv-
ing in the’heavenly' realm and léoking .upon his earthly strug-

, gles with the Serene. and tnumphant joy of a successful gen-
~eral who is about to-lay down his command. The younger
leader must be advised as to the plan of action.

- The local chuich.is the subject of :First. Tlmothy, but the
church of the futurei is dealt with in Second Timothy. - -

Outlme of Second Tlmothy. R -

e v - L. ,Hold Fast to the Truth of the Gospel: chapter 1
: . II. Be Strong i in the Grace of the Gospel: chapter 2.
" IIL. "Continue in the Study of the Scriptures: chapter 3.
IV. Watchi in All Things: chapter 4. .

The- Bellever (] Llfe verses 1-7

L

In Chapter 2 the Apostle uses various metaphors, each one -

. .« suggestive of some aspect of ‘the believer’s life and activity,

i and with each thére is an appropnate exhortation.© The be-

. . lever, as a son of God, is to be strong'in the grace of Christ.

As. a teacher, he is to pass on to others the mstructlon which

- he -has himself received; and ‘as a soldier, he is to endure

’ hardness. .As an athlete he is to strive lawfully, and as a

. husbandman he is to labour patiently.. He is to be a work-

4. "+  man,- pleasing his Master. He -must be 'a holy vessel, a

' _vehicle for-the blessing of the Lord to flow through hun to

- others (verses 20, 21). As the sérvant of Christ, he is to

be patient, and obedient (verse '24).

Christian rescue squad he will tenderly release those who
have been trapped by the Adversary (verse 26).

The believer’s ‘path in the .time of apostasy 1s beset by
many dangers (chapter 3), but the grace of God is his suf-
,flclency (2 Cor. 3:5 2:9: Phil. 4:18). Therefore, as-a
son of God by fa1th m Chrlst, he has every right to that
abounding grace (2 Cor. 9:8; Phil. 4:19), ‘and must’ be strong
_ in the Lord’
. The truth must be propagated by those who already know
it (2 Tim. 1:18;-8:14). God’s plan was that Christ should
train His dlsclples to go forth with the message of the Gospel

< ‘.', and that these in turn should relay the message to others ,

.. (Mark 3:13-15; John 17:18, 20, 21; Acts 26:16-18). Timothy
- Véas to be one of the key heralds to transmlt the truth of the
. ospel. - -~

As the Apostle Paul had been called upon to face the con-

flict agamst error and wrong, so must Timothy learn to

- B'hlﬂ E'"31111_:111' I.e's':sunf‘l]jl‘lﬂjne

Confidence ‘in- his early release mltlgated the trial of his -

" 10:18; Tit. 1:13).

* (1 Tim. 1:4, 6;
* “for hours, but thelr talk may-be a mere striving about words -

As a member of the.

!
-

endure hardship and. thus prove himself a good soldler 2
Tim. 4:5, 7). He will not cling-to his own plans and desires,
but w1ll yield himself in-submissive obedience to his gen-
eral (2 Cor. 5:15 1 -Tim. 1:18; 6:12). 'The soldier submits to -
strict discipline, obeying the commands of his superiors. An
;gl)ﬂete, also, is bound by the rules of the game (1. ‘Cor. 9:25,

The marg'mal readmg of verse 6 is to be preferred: “The
husbandman, labouring first, must be partaker of the fruits.”
‘A hiisbandman or farmer must labour first, if he would enjoy"
the harvest (Jas. 5:7).” So must thevChnstlan endure hard-
zhsl);)x and labour falthfully, if he would reap his reward (Gal.

=

11. The Behever’s'Duty verses 8-15.

The truth’ of the resurrectlon of the Lord J esug Christ from -
the dead is ‘one .of the cardinal truths of the Gospel (1 Cor.
15:1-4). It was because -of. Paul’s falthfulness ‘to' the Lord
and to His Gospel that he was now imprisoned (Phil. 1:12;
2 Tim. 1:22). Timothy,-too, must be prepared to suffer tor
Christ . and with Him (Matt. 5:10; Luke'22:29). Only by

_ sharing in® the suffering of Christ can the behever share in
- His glory (Rom. 8:17). .

+ Christ suffered vicariqusly for.us, _and there is a sense in
which weé who are in the service of Christ suffer on behalf
of others (verse 10; 1 John 3:16). If we would be channels

-of spiritual blessmg, we must be prepared to endure trials

and sorrows, unnecessary, perhaps, for our own growth in
grace, -but essential if we would be of comfort and ass;stance
to others™(John 17:19; 2 Cor. 1:3, 4;-12:15; Col. 1:24).

Faith may be sorely tried in times of apostasy, but 1t is
-comforting to know that the Lord never changes (Heb. 13:8)..
Men may be unfaithful} but He is always faithful (1 Cor. 1:9;
Men may fail Him, but He will never fail
those ‘who put their trust in Him (Isa. 42:4; Rom., 10:11;
1'Pet. 2:6). Being God, He can never deny meself He can

: never repudiate His word or act otherwise than accordmg to
" His eternal Godhead (Hab. 1:12; Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17).

Timothy was.to ‘charge the people not to engage in profit-
less dlscusslons, calculated to turn the hearers from the truth
6:4). Representatives of religious cults argue -

and may have no connéction: with the truth of God as re-
vealed in the Scrlptures, ‘except that it is a denial of that
which is written. They cover up the truth by subtle argu-
ments (2 Pet. 3:16).

In the time of apostasy, when people are turning away
from the truth, it behooves the servant of God to be diligent
in the study ‘of the Scriptures, that he may be able to dis- -
tinguish between truth and error, and.that he may discen
the téaching of the ‘Word on various subjects. He must be -
like a skilled workman, understanding his tools and making
‘the best possible use .of them. The work of God demands
our very best preparatmn and effort. Let us do all in our
power to win His approval (Matt. 25: 23 Rom 14:8; 2 Cor.
10 18 Col. 3: 23, 24)

,\ - - -

Dally Blble Readlngs

Feb. 4—The Path is one of Fa1th .................... 2 Tim. 1:1-12
Feb. 5—The: Path is one of Steadfastness ... 2 Tim, 1:13-18
Feb. 6—The Path is one of Separation ........... ..... Eph. 5:1-21
Feb. T—The Path is one of Holiness ................ 1 Pet. 1:13-25
Feb. 8—The Path-is one of Suffering .............. 1 Pet. 3 10-22
feb. 9—The Path is orie of Self-Discipline .... 1 Cor. 9:19.27
Feb. 10—The Path i ls one of Light Psalm 119:97-112

' Suggested Hymns

I know not why God’s wondrous grace.
Fight the good fight.

A glory gilds the sacred page. -
He leadeth me.

-Simply trusting every. day.

Jesus bids us shine.

—
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BECAUSE you wxll find, in the chapters on the work of the Holy
Spirit and sanctification (subjects on which many are led astray) jsane, satis-
factory teaching for the heart and mind. '
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