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T·HE ,ETERNAL' GOODNESS 
1 ,. 

I know not what the future hath 

Of marvel or surp'rise. 
, Assur~d alone that life and death 

His !"'ercy underlies. 

0-

, 
.' 

No offering of my own I·hav~. 

Nor works my faith to prove; 

I can but give the gifts He gave. 

~nd plead His love for love. 

.5 

., 

,a 
\ ..... I 

And if my heart and flesh are weak 

To bear. an untried pain. 

The bruised'reed He will not break. 

But strengthen an~ ~ustain •. 

And,so beside the Silent Sea' 

I wait for muffled oar; 

No harm from Him can come to me 

On ocean or on. shore. 

...... '"'--' 

'1 know not where His islands .lift 

Th~ir fronded palm.s in. air; 

. \ o 

I only know I cann~t drift 
. . Beyond His love and care. , -: 

--John Greenleaf Whittier 
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DR. ANn MRS. SLADE JOURNEt'SOUTH . 

-.' , '.' a1th., , . 

Jtot~stant A:bttntafe, 

, Dr. and Mrs. Slade plan to leave Toronto' on February 
5th for a trip to the Southland,. retu,rning February 28th. 
'In' addition to enJoyiri'g a brief season of rest, they'-wHl 
be visiting, the fields of the Lord's vin'eyard in Jamaica ' 
and ,the Island of Martinique -in which we 'as Regular Bap­
tists are' especially interested. The .brethreJl ther~. B:,re 
loo~ing forward with keen anticipation' to,this opportun- .. · 
ity of having counsel and fellOWShip with Dr. Slade and 
Mrs:'Slade in the things of the Lord.. ·Dr. Slade will also 
be giv-ing a number of messages. " " 

. '. 't ~'. I 

. FOUNDER AND FIRST EDITOR-Dr. T. T. Shields 

Should there he any ,readers of 'THE GOSPEL'" WITNESS 
,in tha.t locality who wish to get in touch, with ·Dr. and 
Mrs. Slade, they 'may write to them as follows7:'· ' 

February 8-11-
, Care of l\!r.,Edmond, Itty, 

Postal Box 343, , 
Fort de France, Martinique. 

February 14-26-
Care of Rev. John Knight, 

ClarksonvHle, . 
. Cave Valley Post Offjce, 

Jamaica. " .... .. / , 

Let us unitedly pray that the Lord will graciously pro- , 
vide in every way for this journey, and that He will so 
order !ill the details of the trip that the name' otthe Lord 
may be magnified, souls may :be saved and His saints 

~ ,refreshed. ' -O.L.C.-

-THE SUNDAYSERVICE"S_I-N JARVIS STREET 
CHURCH 

How do we face the need of the masses? The Saviour~s' 
attitud'~ of compassion for the multitudes who were fam. 

, ishing and fainting was in direct contrast to that of the 
disciples who would have turned them away. ,Thus did 
Dr. Slade introduce 'his morning message in Jarvis, Street 
Church, oh J'anuary 2,7th, as he spoke on the theme, 
"Christ th-e Bread of Life,,·-(.tohn 6:35, 48, 51).' Ghrist 
has infinite resources with which to meet the needs of 
men: none need depart. As the lad"s small lunch was 
blessed to thousands, so can the L(}rd use our testimony, 
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trusted i~ Christ for salvation win staiId complete in Him 
in glory; , 

The attendance at hoth services was unusually' large, 
especially in the moming, and the whole day was one of 
great bles'sing. The F,rench language service in :the after­
noon, addressed:by Mr. Samuel Pourret, was characteri~ed 
by larger numbers and by a spirit of enthusiasm. IIi the 
morning a lad' f,rom the Bible School wentJorward to con­
fess his faith in Christ, and in the evening two responded 
to the invitation, one desiring to 'be haptized and another 
to join the church. -, 

'. .. 
, J.AR VIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR 

'SUNDAY' "our 'talents, our possessions and our powers to\ the spirit­
ual satisfaction of. the many who are in need:. He Him-
self is the B.read of Life, the source of all supply, spiritual -9.415 Bihle ',School, fol' everybody. from grandfather 
as well as physical. Even as food 'is essential to maintain to the baby. 
phys'ical life, so Ohrist Jesus is an absolute necessity; 11.00 Morning Service. 
souls would perish apart' from Him. ,He also provides 4.30 Afternoon Class., " <: 
perfect satisfaction for those who come. 5.55 Young People's BJble Fellowship Hour. 

''The evening message was likmyise po,sitive, direct and 6.00 Prayer Service in Greenway Chapel. 
powerful. Dr. Slad'e spoke with great assurance on thc' 7.00 Regu,lar evening.service. 
t~eme, "Is It Pos'si'ble To Be Absolutely Sure of Heaven?" TUESDAY 

'In the midst of so much uncertainty in the w(}rld, the 8.00 Departmental Conferences of the Bible School. 
Christian has 'a sure and. (steadfast hope-with regard to ./ , followed by the teaching of the I!!sson at 8.45:-
the future and. the Hfe ,beyond. God 'has a 'great design 
in salvation by grace CEph. 1 :12-14). Salvation is a THURSDAY 
transaction between 'God and the soul which rests on some 2.30' Se~ior Dorcas Sewing Meeti~g. 

, definite word of God', not on emotional feelings. There- 5.3~ Juni(}r Dorcas Sewing Meeting. 
,fore, peace comes to the heart through faith in the word,.. .!l.00" Bible Lecture b~ Dr. H. C. Slade. 
of God, which is th'e word of truth. We receive God's FRIDAY' , " 
offer throug'~ .faith; andf~i~h co~es,?y' he~ri~g the word 7.00 and 8.l5-Junior ani! Senior choi'r practices. 
of 'God. By the Holy Spmt -the belIever IS regenet:ated I 7.00 Friday Night Round-Up for boys and girls. 
and, also sealed :by the ,Spirit of promise. The .stamp is " 
placed upon us; we are.His. The seal of the Holy Spirit SATURDAY • . , 
istJhe earnest, the pled'ge that some day we who have 8.00 Great Weekly Prayer Service in Greenwa'y Hall. 
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~bt· Jarbt~· ~trett~.~·ulpit 

Ye Shall R~ce.ive· Power 
A Semon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preac-hed in Massey Music Hall, Toronto, Sunday Morning, June 5th, 1988 
I • 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"But ye shall receive power, at:ter that the Holy. Ghost is come up~n. you; and 
ye shall be' witnesses unto me both m Jerusalem, and In aU Judaea, and m Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the'earth~"-Acts 1:8. 

\ . · 'WE HAV,E heard, a great ileal in Ontario in rece~t promised an additional endowment: "Ye snall receive 
. years about a: certain kind of ·'power". If you look power."" 

abroad you 'will find that men in all w.alks of l~fe, and "I doubt not that there are many people who need this 
in all. nations, ·are ,see}:dng 'Power. That is the explana- simple word to-day. It is quiie possible for one' to be 
tion, .1. SUPP(lse, fundamentally, 'of the present disturbed thoroughly versed in the teaching·of SCriptur,e; quite pos-

· condition of tlie world: individuals' and nations seeking sible fO.r one, so far as his opinions are concerned, to be 
more power. There are many kinds of power. Som~ti~es soundly evangelical, to be'biblically ipstructed in the truest 
you, would w.onder why a man who has amassed .rmlhons sense, to be, .in 'short, evangelically orthodox, believing 
'of dollars, should, nO.t be ready to retire. M~ney to most - the great body.of evangelical truth, sUI1lmed up in .the . 
of 'us does not mean .power, 'but merely Sup-slstence. But word "gospel':, and yet to be without power. A powerless 

· I suppose men continue to amas's great wealth in order orthodoxy, a love that, consists in· word only, a I'eligion 
• that they mayadd to their power. Th~ 'World is afr~i~ of that prides itself on its biblical intelligence, and the ac-

· men of great wealth .. And' so rou. fmd to-,?ay ml!hot,J-s curacy of i·ts doctrinal position, thatJs yet without power, 
, of men and women buslly engaged 1D many mdust.rles m· "is one that will do irrepaz:able injury to .the cause of 
order that nations·may be eqJlipped with sufficient power ·Christ. If we. 'are thus instructed', there is'l'eason for 
to defend.themselv.e~ - and in some cases, to enable them thankfulness il\ that fact: But over and above all that,. 
to impose their will upoI} others. we . all , need this spiri·tual endowment, pledged ,t'O qs in' 

, But here 'is a' very gracious promise, made to all who this 'promise: "Ye shall.receive power" . 
. beHeve, of a kind of .}lower that will do no-body any harm, T·his pr~mise was made to men who wer~ alreacl.y richly 
but will do everybody good. !It is one of.~the distinctive. experienced in the feUowship of the Lord Jesus.' 'They 
features' of the Christian religion tlIat it undertakes to were not men who had; viewedi Him from a distance, who 
clothe bankrupt humanity with power, and- to enable -men ·knew :ai-m only remotely: they we,re mjln who had. a 
to do, iby a power. not their 'own, things which_ would· 'be present experience of His goodness; who' had been thus 
impossible o~ accomplishment -if attempted jn their own pl:!-rtakers -Of His grace. There .wasa sense 'in which they , 
strength. . ~ere already one with Him, for sure,ly w~ must reco'gnize 

So; ~ather 'for the refreshmen1;. of our me~or'ies than 
.for-·our instruction, I want you to think for a little· while 
of these words whic'h I am su're must be perfectly familiar 
to all of yo~/ "Ye shall receive power." .\ 

o 

I. 
.. ~ • This was spoken to men who were already privileged 

in. the possession of an unique knowledge. It was spoken . 
to ·men to whom the risen iSaviour had" repeatedly ap­

'peared, to whom, -by ,many infallible proofs, for forty 
days He had' shown Himself to :be alive: ~No·t . only so, 
they were men who had l\ad- the unique privilege of sit-

· ~iD'g at His feet, and: enjoying His teaching ministry for 
a period of :thrEle years. Th~y ,were men'who had already 
been finally persuaded of the' truth of the Messiahship 

'dou-bt whatever' a,bout the . authority of holy S-criptures, 
· so fa,r as 'they had then been written; men who now had 

.. been thoroughly persuaded of the truth of the Messiaship 
of~the·Lord Jesus, and, who recognized in Him the incar-

, nate' God. They wer.e men, then, of unusual. knowledge. 
· And yet,' in order to iOake them sufficient workmen, in 
order that ·they might ,be equipped for the discharge of 
the -commission which had been given to them, they were , 

" 

....... 

that· these people ·had experienced that great mi-raculou.s 
change which we call conversion. They had been soupdly 
converted. They were men Who had been born again; so 
that their. knowledge of,the things of God had become an 
experimental, knowledge. They knew Who Jesus :was, and 
surely had had some appre'hension of ,the. significance of 
His death and resurrection in their behalf. And yet. the 
Lord and, Master of us all did not propose to send them 
a-warfare at their' own charges: 'He prdm-ised this divine 
equipment: "Ye 8'hall recei,!,e power". How very much 
the true children of 'God' need to' dwell upon this promise 
until they shall.be· constrained, by faith, to make a· full 
appropriation of it! 

D. 
Then I would call you,r attention to the fact that it was, 

not promised that they should develop power, but that 
they should receive it. How m~I).y reIigio,us, counterfeits 
the adversary of our souls has manufactured! We h~r 
much about the "-building of character" - and there is 
an element,. of tl')lth in the 'PI'inciple underlying that 
phrase. We are to' b'e built up - or to be edified, which 
means the saJriething - in Chrisi. We read· much, too, 
abollot the possibility of one's developing his own personal-

/ 



.I -

41(660) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATJl: January 31, 1957 

man· may re~eive the po~er of the H~iy Ghost without. 
receiving the Holy Ghost Himself. 'I do not ·believe there 
is anything in ,scripture to warrant th~ assumption that 
this spiritual equipment here promised ever nuIIifies or i 
'sets asJde a. man's intelligence, or superimposes itself' 
upon his own will, or makes 'him an uncOnscious auto- ' 
maton. r'he Lord· never promised that He would hypn~'-
tize a man so that he would just be. the puppet. of the 
Holy Ghost. 

ity' enlarging his knowledge, disciplining his memory, 
strengthening by due exercise, 'his volitional powers, mak­
ing him a- man of resolution, of strong will, 'so -that he 
will be able. to say, "I will do so .and 'so." And there is ~ 
great deal of truth \n that suggestion. You cannot look 
upon the world to-day, and S'tudy certain outstanding per­
sonalities, whether it >be' in ·the world ot industry,of com­
merce, 'of finance, of politics, in :the-nationo!ll 'and inter­
national spheres, without 'seeing men who are 'admittedly 
men of power, men of' great natu·ral resource, of great 
personal endowment, w'ho have .coordinated and dis- I Some years ago I was delivering a course of add.resses 
ciplined all these natural powers to the utmost, u~ti1 t'hey on The Ministry of the Holy Spirit, and speaking of that 
have become men of .power, dominating personalities. ·strange idea .that the one and .only evidence of the recep­
With that this text has n~thing to do" But you find the tion of the Holy G'host was the ability to speak in some 
counterfeit in the realm of religion, h.nd such power as unknown-tongue. W'hBe I was speaking, a man broke out 
is here promised. is sometimes identified with the re- in an unknown. tongue - if it was a ·ton~e at all. It 

. organization of our mental forces. was certainly unknown to me, and ,to everyone els'e pres-'" 
ent, and, by his own confession, equallY unknown to him. 

I do' not want to be offensive, but after all,' that is very I said at the ,time, "Now do not be afraid" - for 'some 
largely the psychology of the .oxford Group. It is a . were af,raid - "Is there anyone here Wh9· is able to inter­
method. of developing power. But that is not whlit this . pret wpat this man is saying? If there, is, will you stand 
promise .is, And so .in cel'tain fonns of ultra-spiritual up?" No one rose. Then I turned to·h"im and. I said, "Sit 
evangelicalism, the power of this text is identified with down, sir, and ·be quiet. The teaching of, Scripture is 
certain physical sensations, and is confused with a kind ~O!'lt explicit that unless such a strange tongue can be 
of self-hypnotism. And all these counterfeits ,.have this' interpreted, then let him keep silent in chur~h.". The ap- . 
in common, that· they :r:epl'esent an .... effort to develop. plication of that principle would have'saved, thousands of 
power out of 'that which is resident within the man: people from spi.ritual wreck. The simple application, my 

B t th t . ·t th . f th l' t Th . f' dear friends, of the precepts and' principles of the W 6rd 
u ' ,~ l'S no . e promIse 0.' e ex. e promIse ~ of God. will keenkVou straight always. . 

!\;he text IS t'h'at "ye shaU recewe power", power that IS or' 
not your own; ·it is' not native to anyone of lis. lot is . When the me~ting ,was over this man came to me and 
something over 'and above all our naturai abilities: not ... said, "I 'am sorry, I did not know that I was going to 
only a power that is d.ifferent in degree, ,but that is dif- speak in an unknown tongue. I did. not intend to do-so, 

. ferent in kind, in essence; it is' a power froni another and r could not help i·t." 'Then I said,. "If you could not 
world,. We are ,to 'be born from above,Qand we. ar~ to help it, it was not of" the Spirit'of God." The Spirit of 
-receive power from above, someiliin'g th~t we have not ,God never relieves a man of the .responsibility of :the 
in ourselves. . . exereise of 'his own will before Go.~. And if the Holy 

. Dear'friends, I might go to "many a poo~ bankrupt .man 
this morning, and were I to talk to :}um about. self­
discipline, and about the summoning -and ':re-ar,ranging 
and coordinating and reorganizing of the latee,L powers 
of his personality, -I think some 'Such man would say, 

. "S'ir, I have tried it all, and· I Em a completely heaten, 
defeated man. I have no power. There is nothing in me 
that will enable me to be what I want to be, 'and what 
God wants me to be: You ,bring me no gospel, you offer 

- me no comfort, hy summoning me to a fu.rther attenfpt 
to do something by my oWn power." ~ 

That is not 'the 'g~spel of '"Jesus Christ. Our ·gracious 
God knows tha·t weare defeated. He. knows t'hat there 

. are' powers beyond, the competence of 'the mightiest. man 
to cope with. I do not care who he is. But the pro.Illlse of 
my text is that we shall r~eiv~ "·power", something not 
our own.' 

III. 

GhQst could come upon a man -and. make .him do t'hings 
for which he was not respo~sible, over wh'iC'h he had· no 
control, it would libe' an infringement upon the sacred 
ri'ghts of personality. And God does not do -that: "Ye 
shaH ,receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon-
~u~ , . . 

/ . 
What does it mean? It means that we receive (he person 

of the Holy Ghost, 'the Spirit, Who' comes to dwell wit'hin 
us, and to aoide wi-th us forever, and when thus He dwells 
witli us, 'He quickens our memory, He enlightens our un­
derstanding. He 'reenfranchises our wills", He quickens 
our judgment, He engages our affections. He comes to 
the regenerated ·personali'ty, 'and enlarges, energises' all 
the powers of thjl ,man in submission to God, and· enables' 
him to act as a child of God. 

\ -
As I'remarked in my clas~ this morning, we need, to 

redeem ma:ny.of these gloriou!! doctrines of. the Word 
of God ,from the a'ssoc'iations which they have had with 
unintelligent, and very often 'unethical systems. The 

, . I'pow:er of the Holy Ghilst comes upon a man so that he 
WHAT IS THAT POWE~?' Ye 'shall l'eceive the "pow- can think God.'s thoughts after Him; so that he can under­

er'~ of the Holy Ghost'corning'upon you. The power. of the stand the d.i,rection of this Word.; and gives him power 
Holy Ghost is not some~hing that may be considered, as to do what he knows he ought to do. 
entirely separate from the Holy Ghost. The 'Lord does. 
not. - i,f I may so· say - stretch a wire from a d·ivine 
power house to where you live, so that you may turn some 
kind of intellectual, or volitional, switch, and. so l'eceive 
power, ahd remain a stranger to .!lim in Whom th~t 
power resides.Oh, no! it is not a personal power. It IS 
the pow~r of the' Holy Ghost. coming ,upon you. And no 

May I teU you a storY. I once heard - I think it was 
Dr. Frost, fonner Director' of the China Inland Mission, 
who told it. A missionary. in ·China was once preaching 
on the street. There wa!! a' crowd gathered around. On 
·the 'outskirts of the crowd there was a Chinese scholaJ·' 
,who lis~ened inten,tly. After a while ~e said., "Preacher, 

. I 
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may I ,ask you a -question?" The -missionary ,gladly gave 
,his consent. He said, "I want to 'know whether I clearly 
unders~nd' you'r message. W ~ have many ethical sys­
:te'ms, systems whiC'h tell us what we ought to do. But 
we find: ,that we have no s'treng-th, no moral. strength to 
do what we ought to do. And so in our philosophies the 
'ought to' is here, and the 'wap.t to' i~ there. And we have 
never been a'ble to :bring the 'ought .to' and. the 'want to' 
together. Now if I have understood you correctly, you 
say that your ,religion wiH make a rna!). want to do what 
he ought to do, and that he will do what he ought to 'do 
because he wants to do it. Am I correct?" "Quite cor­
rect," said: the miSsionary. Then said the Ohinese 
scholar, "If that ,be true -of your religion, you have the 
religion that this bankrupt world needs." 

And it is true';- dear friends, of the really regenerated 
person, all the avenues of 'whose nature have ,been thrown \ 
wide :ro the reception of the Holy Ghost, . so that the 
glo'rious Third Person of the Trinity comes to live with 
us to dwell with us always. And, such an one, in respect 
to the for-bidden things will say=' . 

"My he~rt refuseth j~yS like these, 
II ,Since 'I have known the Lord." 

Il· 
. Now observe, "Ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 

(. unto me-both in Jerusalem, and in 'all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost"· part . of. the earth." 
It is quite impossible for anyone of us to bea'r effec~ual 

.witness for Jesus Christ,apart from' the power of the 
Ho~y Ghost. Our Lord lived, He ~ied, He was bu,ried, 
and He rose again; and after esta'blishing the truth of. 
His resurrection, He departed to the Father. And men 
saw Him no more. The habeas corpus principle cannot be 
applied to the Lord Jesus Ch,rist. You cannot have the 
Body in the court, and say, "Here He is." Oh. in those 
forty days it 'was true He showed Himself alive. 'But 
now He is ·gone. And if you come to me and say, "I want 
you to prove, sir, that Jesus Christ is risen from the 
dead, fdr if you can prove that to me, I s'hall believe He 
died for sinners. I s'hall believe :the whole gospel sto,ry. 
But you must first of all prove beyond all possibility of 
doubt that He rose from :the dead, and th{lt He still lives." 
I.say that I am sure of that. "Very -weH, then, take me 
to Him~ Bhow me the wound's in His hands, His feet, His 

.... side. Bring the Body into court so that I may' examine 
it." I have to say, "I cannot do. that." Education cannot 
do it; science cannot'ao it; religion cannot do it. There 
is only one Person in "the universe Who can do it, and 
that Person is the Holy Ghost. He can convince men of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment! "When he 
is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of right­
eousness, an(i' of 'judgment, of sin, because they believe 
not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father, 
and y.e see me no more." In effect th~ Lord Jesus said, 
"I commit My case to the Holy Ghost." He must prove 
the truth of the gospel, and He will prove "it, dear friends, 
as He' comes' to. dwelIjn His people.:,not apa,rt from His 
people, but in His peOple and, throug'll His people. And 
when He 'is come, then blessing will follow: "Ye shalL 
receive power'~. I' 

I fear that sometimes we. all have erred in not suffi­
ciently emphasizing this 'aspect of. gospel truth; Let me 

avoid that error this morning as I summon anyone of 
you who is not a Ohristian, whose sins have not :been for­
given, vy'ashed away by the precious blood, who ha~e DO 
definite experience of the favour of GQd in ·Christ -.:- I 
bid you coine to ~im, commit your cause to Him. Let Him 
·be your 'great Advocate before the throne to make inter­
cession for Iyou, to plead the merits of Hi-s Iwounds; and 
cry: "Deliver him from going down to 'the pit: I have 
found a ransom." I do not ask you to believe in an ab­
sentee Saviour, merely to subscribe to a statement of' 
trulh, to yield. mental assent 'to a certain 'verbal proposi-­
tion, and'say, "I believe so and so, and so and so, and 
therefore I must bea,Ohri-stian." Not that; I ask you to 
J;eceive the living Saviour, 'and to remember that to every~ 
one who,·thus ,receives' Him, the promise is given: ''Ye 
shan receive po.,wer." He comes to take posses'sion of us, 
to go home wi,th us, and -to .go to business with us in the 
morning; to-keep company with us always even unto the . 
end of the age. S'o said Pe'ter, "Repent, and be baptized 
everyone of you -in the name of Jesus Ohrist for the 
remission of sins, and ye 'shan 'receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. .l".or the promi'se is unto you, and to YOUI: 
child,ren, and' to all that are afa,r off, even as many ·as 
the Lord our God shall call/' / 

Oh, discouraged, defeated, almost despairing soul, this 
morning yield to Him! "How shall I receive Him?" .Just 
as you. receive Christ. "How do you receive Christ 1" By 
faith., We have r.eceived the promi-se of the ~pi.rit by 
faith; not by roIling on the floor; not by" shouting your­
self into a frenZy. That is not it. It is s'imply by taking I 

God at His Word, and', receiving Christ as my Saviour, 
I a'lso receive the Holy Gno~t. Accept the promise, act 
upon it; and, yielding obedience to Him, "'We shall find 
that within us, and ·within every faculf..y. of the mind, 
t,here is a new power functioning, and we shall be en­
abled to bear witness unto Him 'here, and -to .the utter­
most parts of tlte ~arth. 

Let us pray: 

o Lord, we thank Thee' that -Thou art with us . still. - We 
thank Thee that we have Thy promise to-day as had the 
disciples of old. Oh, give us of Thy grace that, we may 
honour Thy Word, and that we may rest upon Thy promise. 
Send us forth this morning, every one of ~s newly, and, 
adequately empowered for all our varied ministries as Chris­
tians, in the home, in the office, in the shop, in school, on the 
street, and l'lyerywhere, may .we walk in the Spirit for Thy 
name's sake, Amen. 

I ' 
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'J 

By Dr. ~obert Dubarry 

." .' \ (Part 1) 
. (TraMlated from 'the French by M. E: DaiBh) 

"I also wUt.'ask .you ope ·thing: . 
"Th~ bap,tism of John, whence was it? 
"From heaven, or of men!" . 

. -Mafth. xxi:24, 25; 

Baptism'· 
"J 

. .I THE DIVI~E PURPOSE ESTABLISHED. prove -that it was never entirely contrary to the customs 

MOST evangelical. 'believersagree" in acknowledging of their ePoch, . 
th~t the Founder of the Christian religion, intended 3.-This symbol derives it5,\ significance from the ex-

· to establish an outward sign to distinguIsh His disciples, perience which is most I?triking, most iiniversal; and most 
ana~that the sign which He chose can :be no other than certain in every human existence, 'that of death. 
;baptism. . .. ' . '4,-'This symbol has 'also the advantage of reflecting 

The establi'shment of such a si'gn answers to a need in- the most ·deci.sive, most profound, and most significant. 
herent in the natu·re of all human organisations; fact in th'e Christian"s experience. As Paul declared to the 

A logical law rules ·the choice of this common' mark. Saints at 'Coiosse: "Ye d~ed, andi your life is' hid with . 
The m()re varied t~e elements of which a commqnity is Christ in God;" , " .' 
composed, the more restricted in, its limits must be the' 5.-This symbol ·places such a death at the very"J::;~­
'sign wh'ich mariifests their unity; but the more 'also must· ,ginning of 'the -Christian' career; so·,that the firsti-e. 
it:be at ~nce apparent and significant... ". ligioul;! ~ct o,f the new cony-ert obliges him'to understand, 
. 'Of all communities" the Ol).r.istian bo~y: is' certainly the ~hat the past is' entirel~ left, behjnd and 'that the fu~ure , 

\ 

, most varied, since it embraces all 'times, all places; ~II . ~s to be whollY new., " . . :, .' 
-' races, 'all minds' alld all moral, ,physical and spiri,tual de- . 6.-.:...This ·!'Iy.mbol places,.between conversion and entry ~ . 
: gre~s. What "depth of wisPO'lll and knowledge'~ is .neces-· ~nto the visible c~urch, a to~b ,in,to which .~a'ch mem~,er . 

sary therefore to discover a. sigzi equally well adflpted to desceD:ds in turn, d~larinog t~u!il his idE)ntitYwith .. those 
· lill these lndividuali·ties! ,A sign simple enough to be un- who havepre£ededo.h~m an!i :with, those who follow him, 
ders~ood"by everyorie, explicit enough to interpret a pro-' and putting. himself oil. aleveI,:in the eyes of mep, wit~ 
!found though~, and, personal" enough riot to:"ecIipse indi- tIlhose . who~vsiIi and ,gra,5!e ,have already placed' on an 
viduality! . " equal~.ty in the ey.es of God. _ , 

· : i:';""A sec.retpassword,· such' as 'i~' f~ee-ma:so~~y,' ~ould :. 7.-This s~bol·p~cIaims, to those ",~o ,,:itn~.ss it, the· 
not have.reveal d' but' th . h'd'd . th 't d ld com~lete ~u.pture. of ·hlm w'ho performs It" WIth the world 

. , e ~. ra .ez: _1 ~n ,e UnI r an wou and Its evIl works. 
· thus haye. suppres8ed the testImony. - ." . _.tIj -*' * 

2 • ..:.....A . public gesture, such as the sign of the cross. 
." 

. " 

'\ .. ' .( 
.. '. ~ 

. ~ . , 

JI 
.1 

". J ::t 

" ·c 

· mi'g:ht have :been appropl'iated 'by those who: 'were . not '. But this symbol, so.~i~elx, cho~en, po'S~esses, "in addi-, 
Cliris:tians, and would thus. have compromised .t\e testi- tion, all the adv~n:tages.· of a Confession of faith,: without: '" 
mony. . .. _ -'., j' • .the inconvenienc~s thereof. It'proclaims' that 'those who' .' . ~. 
. . 3.-A material mark, a uniform or some sucll eniblem practise ,it believe:' :....;.. . ' 
could not ~asily have :be~n adapted to all ~i~es ·and· t~-. . l.~-Il! the' a~thQ:rity of the Word of Go.d, since: th'e:, . S 

.. ' all plaees,' and would tHus h~ve .dimin.ished-the testimony:" reasons'vV'hich make them accept it, are solely.scriptural."·· l 
A·-A s?lemn parade Of ceremony might have developed' . 2.:--JIJ.I. the divinity, personality' and' authority of each.: . :. t 

human pZ:ld~. and paralys~d the testimony. .' " .. of tlie ,th,ree.PerSOlis of the 'Tdnity,since,it:is in the 'name '. ' . ",.( 
5.-~ commonplace. rIte; v~~d.,of. meaning" ~i~1!t iiI, of.the Father, 'of the Son, and, of.the Holy Ghost that the····· f" 

~ny tcase~, have been performed Wltho~~ ·~onvI~tlOn, or act is accomplish"ed., : .'. ' :,'.. ... '. ., '( 
mIght have ·been f.requently preyented by cIrcumstances. . 3 In th . t . 'd' th d' l' f Ch . t .: / '. 
This would have eaused·th~ equivoCation pf the testimony·. sI'nc'e I't I"S' t' eH~ °tnmgb theat b at~: rebs~r~cc J?n o· rls,..... . ,( 

Th ' I' . t' f···· . '''''''bl' ] 0 IS' om , a ap Ism rmgs us. . (, IS e I~IDa Ion 0 80 many ,unaccepLi:L e 'sl'gns, . eaves .' . , ,._,' • . . . . , .' . 
us· in the '.sole presence ot Christian baptism, under the 4.-In .th.e l~gal p'e~th In. Ch ~ISt. and m ·.:the 'personal . 
form of total immer.sion; the fonp which in the opinion resurrectIon/of the pehever. _ . . , ' 
of the .most eminent ofpedooaptistl[l, was' uniquely and . 5.-I.n the .jntim~te· :union of the .believer. ·~fth 'his:' 

. universl.!-lIy practised in.apostolic.times.·.. ",' Saviour, ··since ,he who is baptize!!, .. "has .put on Christ." . 
None of,the a.bove mentioned~objections, applies to this. 6.-~n· the necessary s'eparlition of .iheChristian from 

sym·bol. In it are 'concentrated aU .the· qualities apd all . the world, of the past from the future. The baptized~' 
· ·the 'advantages whieh can be desired or even imagined; in convert hiaves the sphere in which he moved foi'merl~', 

favour of a distinguishing sign,'common to all Christians: for th~ church jn which 'he'will -live henee~<?rth. 'The hap-
.. t.-This symbol is,,in the fi.~st place, univer~alIy prac- 'tistery hecomes the frontier betweeri.the world'and the 
tic~ble.-·All places and: an climates have seen it celebrated; church., ..' . . 
and the material element required, is!, of all elements; the . 7.-ln the n,ecessity for--a courageous and 1,isinterested 
most easily available. . '.' \ witness 0"1 faith, since the one :baptized pledges himself 
~.-This symbol has been obserVed at ~11 periods. Even ........ pu blicly by' the i:rio,st:!lUmiii~iing of rites. ' .....' 

in the most obRCure times of hi-story, 'witnesses arise to . . * '!II * . - -~ . '. - , 

, 
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Observe that this. Confession of 'faith po'ssesse/l, abo~e Having already rejected John the" Baptist' in refusing 
all those which men have, transri!i-tted to us, through the to accomplish the iJiitial act,. they were ttnable thereafter 
centuries, t.he advantages:- to become di~ciples of ,the Messiah. In tliis rep.rehensible 
. l.--ot bei~g plai~ enough, to be understood, ,both by' ,_pos.i~ion, they. showed thems'elves incapable of receiving 
those who proclaim it, and bv those who witness it. the Holy Spirit, and of contributing" to ,the forma,.tion of 

, . . • - a new community, of which baptism was to be the initial 
• 2.~Of bei·ng so clem', as not to lend itSelf to evasive 't .rl e. 
interpreta,.tions. 

Moreover, as ti!is position not only involved th~ loss of 
,a.-Of being ,suff-iciently adapta.ble, ·to permit those T d . . 

who 'do not see all its aspects, to.colliply with.it sincerely . 'POSI Ive'a va~-tages, bu:t also committed' them tp a dowr;t-
wa~d course,. t~e pharIsees and lawyers were, by theIr 

nevel"theless, ~ without mental reserya ... tion or fear,. and taCIt protest regarding baptis.m, driven to enter a path 
tha,.t, with a sfire profit; which can but illcrease with 'suh- f h t 'I't ' seque.nt meditatio.n. . .' ,0 ,os II Y t9'w~t:d: John the Baptist".and afterwards to-

wards Jesus HImself, Whom they fInally drove to the 
4.~Of speaking ~t the ~same time of life ·and of prin- Cross.' , .. 

'ciples, of practice and' of theory, since, being as it is ·an 
illustrated Confession of faith, it constrains its actor, if 
one may say so, to depict. his faith in a living .parahle. 

,If this interpretation of baptis'm be .the true one, it is 
wrong and dangerous, . f()r..:,individuals.: as· well as for 

. chur,~hes, to modify or to neglect a symbol so important, 
and .so full of signific,!-nce. This, we shall now endeavour. 
to demonstrate. 

THE DIVINE P~~POSE ~EJECTED 
We have seen of what wise and divine' purposes -the in­

stitution of iba,ptism is 'the expression. We shaH now ex­
, . amin,e the consequences to the individual,' to the local 

church,'and to the entire Christian world, involved by the 
frustration of th'ese' designs .. , . ) . 

•••• 
. This tragic exam'Ple of -the consequences of an a:p­
pare~t].y slight violation of divine commands, ';till repeats 
itself in our days, in tlhe very domain of Christian 
baptism. . / 

T'he design' 'of God' w~s to lead His children to take 
publicly before the eyes of men and of angels -the o'nlv 
place proper for them'- the.depths of a tomb. ' The,self­
abaseme,nt of man magnifies God inDproportion to the 
depth to which man stoops. What . spectacle grander than 
that of a, universal company, the flower of humanity, pro­
cJ~iming i? the person qf each one of her members, by 
'a symbol understood of all, that she confesses herself to 
be' n2t~ing, and that men should not look to her, but to 
the' God ,before Whom she' bows. What a vindication, w'ha-t 
a glorificatioI). of God,' No grave could 'have ,been too d'eep 
or too dark to illustrate such testimony! 

Speaking of·the forerunner, Jesus declared that "All 
the'p~ople that 'heard. him, and all-the publicans,:justified In spurning primitive baptism, Christianitv has re­
Goq, being bapti~ed W:ith the ba'Ptism of' John. ,BITt the' jected a 7purpose of -God. She has -turned atten'"tion from 
p~~risees and,IawYers}:eject'ed the cO'Unsel of God Il'gain!!t aim to d,ra~ it. upon herself. But the human wisdom. _ 
the!D~elves, being not ba'Ptized of .him." ," ' .. the regard for worldly se~timent and respectability, which 
_ By'the .~6iee of John the" .Baptist .. God demanded of the I . has led her to adapt ·her rites to suit the children of this 

people, ~ pu-blic recognition of their' sorrow for sin, .by world, has not succeeded: inaccred-iting her, in their eyes. 
'bei'ng bap~ized. Co~fessing their sins in the waters of To~ often, t~e world, sJ!eing only her hollow spiritual pre­

. the Jordan, the, publicans and the common people pro- tensions. has i~ its tU.rn rejected her. 
cl~imed the absolute c:hal'a,cter of the div:ine r..ights, and' *' ill • 

. ,by their confession God was ju'S'tified~ On His side.· by 
welcomin'g their ·repentance, God made.' them, enter ~s 

. factors, in the. development of his plans, causing them 
eventually to become disci-pIes of' Christ, founders of the 
church and heirs of heaven.' . . ., . 
~':As 'for the pharisees and lawyers, who, from lack of. 

spiritual discernment, or f,rom fear, 'of JIlan, did not come 
to the::baptism, 'QY their abstention they' d;iscredit~d tlie 
authority of the messenger or' God, and instead of jus­
tifying t!Je divine law, they <,:ontested it pu.blicly by their 
ostentatious' disol>edience. Even these' among them who 
might have been :acCessible' to feelings 'ef repentance, 
sho~ed that they were not impressed with the -gravity of . 
,their sin toward God, since, in r.efusiilg baptism, they .de­
cIart;ld that the. 'off~nded: 'holin,ess of God" could quite well 
,be 'accolllmodated to the 'terms of reeoncHiation which: 
man' might himself" chol?se to impose,,' , 

God could not covenant w;ith such gracelessness. These 
Jews, heiz:s of an education of twenty centuries and 
guardians of th,e sacred oracles, were ~he-..tiesi'gned guard 
of, honour of the 'Promised Messiah. On them, should: have' 

. :rested one 'of' the most glorious res'Ponsihilities thaf man, 
coul~ envy, that of. bringing their co-operation to the work 

. of redemption, and to the' destruction 'of the barriers 
~hich separated Israel from the' Gentnes. 

- Let ~s now consider more closely the consequences, in 
our ~wn day, of rejecting -baptism, as they concern the 
in~ividual and the local church, as well as the entire 
Christian community. -

We. will eXamine successively: 1st. ·The reprehensible 
character of the rejeCtion of ibaptism; 2nd. The regret­
table consequences involved t'herein; .3rd~ The divine dis­
approval caused' the.reby. ' 

~.-T-he rejection of baptism is certainly repr~hen8ible, 
siJlce it i11lpli~s.: '. .. 

I.-A 'kiD'd: of challenge to God, by the refusal' to sub­
mit, to the clear expression of His will; , 

2.-A' concession to Satan, since in the face of ·the most, 
positive ':declarations of Scri'Pture, credence is granted to 
the doubt: "Yea, hath God'said?"; , 
.' 3.-A weight, on the conscience, which those so exer­
cised seek to relieve ,by all kinds of s'Peciousarguments, 
in order, to justify their abstention from a symbolic act 
which they cannot but recognise as a divine. institution; 

4.-Gl'ave. consequences, which we are about to enumer- -
'ate, and ,the recognition of Which should 'suffice to bring 
Christian ~people back to the observance of the 'ordinances 
~f their LQrd. . 

, 
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II.-The rejectioltof ·baptism entails extremely;eg.ret­
table consequences: 

I 

A.-To the individual: 
I.-The impos'sibiIity of having a conscience truly at 

rest in the presence of the Word of God; . 
~ • ..;....The 1088 of the consc.ou·snes·s of complete union 

with Christ in His death; . 
.. S.-The-loss of the authority of eXample with one's 
fenows; . . ' . 
'.4.~The loss of the.joy which 1S' found· in bearing the 

reproach of Christ; . , -
6. • ....:.Tbe habit of taking the opinion of the world into 

consideration; 
6.-The almost in~table'isolation of the non ... baptized, 

with 'regard to't'hose of his brethren who have already 
~ccepted baptis~. . . . 

B • ..:.....To the local clJ.urch, the rejection of 'baptism en­
b!,ils: 

.- I.--Tbe removal of the bamer, which should bes't pro­
tect tJte C~ristian assembly {llrainst the introduction into 
their midst of those' who are ir.respOnsible or unworthy; 
, 2:-Tbe deprivition of tlhe spirit~al stimqlus which 
might ~e 'given by the scrip~ural argu~ent: "Know ye 
not, that so many of. us as were ibaptized into Jesus'­
Christ were' baptized into His death 1" - Rom~ns vi., 3. 

S . ..".:-The 'restriction from full communion of thought 
with those ·Christian churches whos~ conception ofobap_ 
tism does not warrant them in sanctioning anti-scriptural 
practices. 

C.:....To the Christian community throughout the world, 
the refection of baptism results in: 

I.-The weakening of the public testimony, since it 
exempts the disciple from humbling ·h·imself befbre God 
and man, as he is commanded. 

2.-Tbe sPeclacle of disunion among the people of God 
even.upon the subject of entrance into the church; 

S.-The disappearance of a line ot demarca-tion d·is­
tinguishing between the 'World· and the church; 

4:-:-The absence within.the ·churCh herself, of a in'arked 
difference between the Christian and· tlhe unconverted. 
and t~e illusion that it is easier ·to reach the masses'by 
oUler than individual methods. .-

5.-A growing Independence with renrd to the ,Scrio­
tures; becau·se. ceasin1g to be the rule of faith in details, 
their authority is weakened When great principles ,are-in 

ques~o~;.. , ." . 
/ 6.-The Introduction ·and'- 'tlie perpetuatIon of the 
sprinkling of ·infants. Although it may appear to have' 
some ground for existence as an act of consecration, this 
ceremony pres.ents" the immense disadVantage' of later 
making an· ordinance so graci06s, so expressive and so 

-clearly commanded as believers' baptism, appear. to many 
'a useless repetf·ti0!1. 

7.-The SUbstitution of the "first communion" in the 
place of baptism, as the si'gn of affmation, and the in­
fliction upon the church of all the 'abuses: and of all the 
inRoluble problem-s' which this untoward innovation en-
tails; " 

8.-The .loss of equ·nibriu.m between the two Christian 
sYmbols ..... Whilst the baptism of ibellevers, mentioned ex­
plicitly more than a hundred times in the Word· of God, 

, 1 

is systematically left'in the baekgrol,lnd, the com~union, 
mentioned· only seven times and that in passages some­
times obscure, has however' become the sign of entrance 
into' the church, and' even, 'in certain instances, the in­
dispensable visible element of the assembly of God-'s 
.children. 

9.-ICompJieations ,in heathen countries, when, in the 
vicinity of bapti'st and non-'baptist missions, trouble is 
caused in the minds of the converts and the weakening 
of the native church, through ul!conyened aesc~ndants 
of a first generation of Christians being ·introduced into 
it by infant sprinkling; 

lO.-Grave histOric and doctrinal, consequences, such as 
union with the ·State, the estabHshment of papacy: the 
great schisms embodied hi the Greek and Roman 
Churches, the wa·rs of the Reformation, and theological 
scepticism. ,These' consequences could ne'l1er have fol­
lowed',if. the immersion of believers ·had· remained the 
narrow door of the churches. . 

.' 
III.-The. rejection of beHeVe~s' 'baptism involves, 'fot' 

those who are 'guilty of it, divine disapproval. 

A.-The'individual who, having Seen in the Scriptures 
rt~t God· asks bf.m to consecrate a few seconds of his 
'Christian life to an 'act as easy and 'so fuU' of meaning' 
as 'baptism, refuses Him.th·is minimum of obedience, puts 
'himself, whether he admits it or not, under a di~a;l>ility. 
The efforts and. ,.sacrif.iceswliich he may ,impose upon 
himself ·henceforth, cannot be fully approved., and run 
the ri'sk of remaining unfruitful. The ma·rvellous career 
of ,George MuUer would; by his own declaration, ne'l1er 
·have been achieved, jf, while quite young, he had not 
risen above his personal reluctance and' the prejudices of 
his connections, and commenced the life of obedience, iby . 
being baptized. . 

, 

-"-. 

/. 

B.-Christian bodies ·have also incurredl d·ivine disfavor 
by riot observinlg. the scriptural teacli;ing concerning ba·p­
ti-sm. Caned to raise. tMs :barrier' between themselves and 
the world and thus to draw attention to the Author eff 
the Commandment·, the cbu·rC'hes Which ,",have refus~d to 
tab the determined attitude Which baptism implies, have' 
in the end lost their poWElr; and. 'have more or less failed ,: 
in 'their object; for the rejection of the divine purpose, 
cannot but entail a loss of the bless'ings' which are 'con­
nected therewith. ' -

To lose divine favour, and to incur the blame of a 
Father, such.a's ou·r'God - what an unspeakable calam­
ity,! WiU anyone refuse to understand those who,· fore­
seeing this misfortune, strive to· urge their brethllen to 
escape t'herefrom? ' . 

By yet other arguments, 'We would stiU persist in this 
desire, the motive of which -is solely anxiety for the glory. 
of God·,. and brothellly solici·tude toward Christians for 
whom, in aU other things, we feel naught but esteem and 
affection. 

OPPORTUNITY 'IS EVER.YWHERE 
Is tbere a reading room or-a hospital wJW.e you 
may leave"'a copy of THEGOSPEf. WITNESS? 
Why not· investigate this possibility? 
Sfweail the met1&. • _. . 

, 
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The Soul-Winner's' Reward 
By Rev. ~les H. Spurgeon 

(Address at a :;rabernacle Prayer-Meeting) 

ON MY way to this meeting I observed' upon the p.otice- wisely, more· 'believingl~, m~re,humbl~, and more i~ the 
. hOard of the police station a strikiIl!g placard, offer- power of the Holy ·Spi·rit. They must act as farmers do 

ing a large. who, after a poor harvest, plough a'gain in 'hope. They 
R E WAR D ought not to ·be dispirited, but they ought to be aroused: 

We should :be anxious to find out the reason of failure, if 
to anyone who can discover and":bring to justice the per- there he any, and we should be ready to learn from all 

, petrators of a great crime. No doubt our legislators our feHow-Jabou.rers; 'but we must steadfastly set our 
knoW' that the hope of a huge :reward is the only motive faces, if 'by any 'means we may s'ave some, resolving that ' 
whi-ch will have power with. the comrades of assassins. whatever 'happens we will leave no 'stone u~turned to 
The common informer earns so much sc()rn and :hate that . effect the salvation of those around us. How can we 
few can 'be induced to stand in his place, even when piles .bear to go out of the world without sheaves to bear with 
of gold a-re offered. Ris a poor business at best. . us rejoicingly.? I believe that the most of us who are now 

It is far more pleasant to remember tha-t there is 'a assembled to pray have been successful Ibeyond our ex­
reward for bringing men' to mercy~ and that it is of a ·pec'tations. God' has blessed ~s, not beyond our desi'res, 
higher order than the premium fo·r 'bringing men to jus- but yet beyond. ou.r hopes. 
tice; it is, moreover, muCh more . within our reach, and - I have of.ten been surprised at the mercy of 000 to my-

- that is a. practical point w.orthy of our notice. We can- self. Poor sermons of mine, that I could cry over when 
not aU ~unt down criminals, 'but we. may all rescue the I got home, have led' scores to the cross;- and more ~oh­
perishing. God Ibe thanked 'that assassins and burglars derful still, words that I have spoken in ordinary con­
are comparatively few, :but sinners who need to be sought versation, mere chanc~ sentences, as men··call them, have 
and saved swarm around us in ·every place. Here is scope' nevertheless ;been as winged a·rrows from God, ·and have 
for you all; and none need iflhink himself shu:t out from pierced men's 'hearts, and laid them wounded at Jesus' 
the ,rewards which love bestows on aU Who do her service. feet. I 'have often lifted up my 'hands in astonishment, 

At 'the mention of the word REWARD, some' wiIl prick and said, "How can God bless ·sucn a feeble instrumental­
up their ears, and: mutter "legality". Yet the reward we ity?" This is the feeling of most who addict themselves 
speak of is nob of debt, but of grace; and it is enjoyed, to the blessed craft of fisohing for men, and- the'desire of 
not with the-proud conceit of merit, hut with the-'graieful suchsuccess' furnishes as pure a motive as could move an 
delight of humility. . . angel's heart, as pure, indeed, as that which swayed -the 

~ Other friends will whisper, ··Is not this a low and· mer- Saviour when, for the joy that was set before Him, 
cenary motive ?" We reply ,that it is as mercenary as the He endured -the cross, des·pising the shame. "Doth Job 
spirit of Moses, who "had respect unto the recompense of 'serve God for nought?" ·said Satan.' .If he could 'have 
the reward." In this matter, all depends upon what the answered the question in the 'affirmative, if it could 'have 
rewa·rd is; and if that happens to be the 'joy of doing bee~ proved that the perfect ·and. upright man found no 
good~ .the comfol't of !having glorified God, and the·.bliss . reward in his holy living, then Satan would have cavilled 
of 'pleasing the Lord' Jesus - then the a'spiration to...be at the justice of Ood, and urged men to i'enounce a serv-

-allowed! to endeavour to save our fellowmen from going ice 'so unprofitable. Verily there is a reward. to the right­
down into the pit is in itself a grace from the 'Lord; and eous, and in theJofty pursuits of 'grace there 'are reCom­
if we 'did not succeed -in it, yet the 'Lord would say of it, penses of infinite value. When we endeavour to lead ~en 
as He did of David's "intent to buHd a temple; "It is well to God, we pursue a business far more ,profitable than. . 

. that it was in . thine heart." Even if the souls we seek the pearl-fisher's diving 'or the diamond-h~nter's seareh­
should.all perish irfunbelief,"if they all despise and ,reject" ing. No pursuIt of mortal men is -to :be com~ared with 
and ridicule us, yet still it will ,be a divine work to have, . that of ·soul-winning. I know what I say when I bid you 

. s.t least made 'fihe attempt. If there comes' no rain out think oJ it as men think of entering the cabinet of the 
of the cloud, yet it has screened off the fierce heat of the n~tion, or occupying a throne; it is a royal business, and 
sun; all is not lost even if the grea-ter design be not accom- they are true kings who follow it successfully. 
plishd. What if we only learn !how to join the Saviour .: The h~rvest of ·gOdlY service is not yet: ."we do with 
in His tears, and' cry, "How often would I have gathered ·pa-tience walt for it"; 'but we have earnests lof our 'wage, 
you, Ibut te would ·.not"! It ~is S11blimity itself to he refreshing 'pledges of\that which is laid· up in heaven 
allowed! to stand. on the same platform wi,th Jesus, and for us. Partly, this reward lies in the-work itself. M~n 
weep with Hi·m. We are ffie better for such sorrows, if go hunting and shooti~g for mere love of the ~port; , 
no others are. surely, in an infi·nitely Higher 'sphere, we may hunt for 

But, thank 'God, our la'bours are not in vain in the Lord. ~ men'·s souls for the pleasing indulgence of our benevo­
I believe that most of you, who have really tried, in the lence. To some of us,i,t would be an unendurable misery 
power of the 1I01y Spi.rit, by Scriptural teaching and by to see men sink to ·hell, and to ibe making no effort for 
prayer, to :bring others to Jesus, 'have been, successful. their-saJvation. It is a reward to us to have a vent f()r 
I may be speaking to a few who have n()t succeeded; if our inward forces. I~ is woe and weariness to us' to be 
so, I would 'recommend' them to look ·steadily over their shut up from those sacred activities which aim' at pluck­
motive, their spirit, their work, and, their prayer,' and ing fire-brands from the flame. Weare in deep sy~pathy , 

... then begin again. Perhaps they may/get to work more with our fellows, and feel that, in a meaSUi'e, "their sin . 
• I 

.' 

·1 



, \..' 

I ' 

.' .. -, 

.. ~', 

~o ,(666), " , .'r~E ,GQSPEL WITNESS -and PROTEST ANT ADVOCATE 
" . .'-. . January 31, 1957 

is our. sin, their peril 'our peril. 

I{:~nother lose the way, 
My feet also go astr.ay; , 
'If another dowriward~go, 
In my. he~~}s ,a~so woe. ,- , 

,-
done mf best to teaeh' them all 'the ,truth I kne~, and if 
they had found out more- than' I had discovered, they' 
might at leas~ have remembered where 'they lear-ned the 
elements of the faith.' It is years 'ago now, and ,I have' , , 
never said\as much-as this before; ibut I feel the wound', , 
much. 'I only mention :these 'sharp pricks to show how ,..---

It' is ther~fore"a~ relief ,to ~et f~rth the' gospeh tha,t, we very sweet ins to 'have those a'bout you whom you have' 
may save ourselves from that sympathetic misery Which ,brought to the ,Saviour. ' .. ' 
echo·es in ~ur hearts th,e cra8'h'of,soul~ruin. . ' A mother feels great delight in her children, for an in-
,SoUl-w~~lIiing is'a service which brirJ.Ds g'l'eat benefit tense love comes with natura1.relationllhips; 'but,there is 

: to ,the jndi~d1tal who cons~crates 'himselj'to it. The man a stil:l deeper love connected with sp,!ritual' kinship, 'a" 
who has' 'watched' for,'a sotil,pray.ed for it, laid his ,plans love which lasts through life, and· wHf continue in eter- .' 

'for ,it, spoken wfth .much trembling, and endeavoured to· nity, for even in heaven each servant of the" Lord ,slialI~ 
make an impression, .ihas been educating himself by the say, "Here am I, and the children 'whom Thou hast 'given' 

i, effort. Having .been disappointed, he has cried to God me." Tpey neither marry nor are given 'in marriage in 
more earnestly,.has tried agai.n, has looked up the promise the city of our God, but fatherhood .. and -brotherhood in' 
to meet the.case of the conyicted one, has turned to that Christ shall still survive. Those sweet and .blessed bondS' 
point of t~e divine character ,which seems'I,!!ost Ukely to which ·grace has fo·rmed continue for ever, and spiritual " 
,t;hcourag~trembling faith - he ,has in .every step been relationships are rather developed tqan d:issolved by~/ 
benefiting himself. When ihe ,has gone over the old, old translation to the '!>etter land. If, you are eager for real 
story of the cross to the weeping penitent, and has at last joy, such,as yo,u may thirik over and sleep upon, I ~m per­
gripped the hand of one who could say: "I do believe I" suaded t'ha,t no joy of 'growing wealthy, no joy,of increas: 

, w!11 believe,: that -Tesus die-d for me"; I say, he has had ing knowl.edge, no joy of influence over your felIow..;crea~ _' 
" a reward in the pro~ess through which his own mind has tures, no JOY of any other sort, can ever be compared with : 

gone. 'the rapture of saving a soul froin death, and.' helping to ' 
It has reminded him of his own lost estate; it has shown restore ou,r' lost brethren to our 'great: 'Father's 'house,' ' 

him the struggles ·that the Spirit ·had in bringing him to Talk of ten thousand pounds reward! It is nothing at' all, 
.repentance;.it has reminded 'him of that preCious moment ~>De 'might easily spend that am,?unt; '!but one cannot ex­
when he first looked to Jesus;. and it has strengthened fiaust, the unl:ltteraible' delights which' come from the 

f him.in his firm confidence that Christ wHl save men, ' gratitude of souls converted 'from the ~rror of their ways 
.When .we se~ Jesus .'save another, and see that marvellous 'But the richel!lt ,reward lies 'in plea;sing God, q.nd ca'us- ' 
transflgUratlon''Y'hlC? passes over ~he face of th~ saved ing the Redeemer to see of the 'travail of His soul. That 
~>De, our, o~n faIth IS 'grea.t!! conflrmpd .. SceptIcs and Jesus should lia,ve His reward, is: wor~hy of the Eternal' 
inodern-thought men ha,ve 1~f;Jtle to, do _ ~Ith , conv~rts : Father; but it is marvellous that we should 'be employed: 
those who J.ab?ur for conv~rslOns beheve I~ converslO~s; -by' the F·ather. to give to 'Ghrist 'the purchase' of H,is 
those who behold ,the proce~~ of re~en~r~t'lOn !!e~ a ml,r- :~gonies. This is a' wonder of wonders! 0 my souI, this 
acle ,~rou~h-t and are certam that. thIS ·JS the f!.n&:er of IS an honour too great for' thee! A 'bliss too deep, fol' 
God. It IS ·the most 'blessed exerclse,for a soul, It IS the words! Listen dear friends and answer. me. What would 
divinest-ennobling ~f the heart, to spend yourself in' you give to ca~se a.thrill or' pleasure, in the heart Of the 
seeking to':bring another to the dea·r Redeemer's ,feet. If WeH-beloved? Recollect ,the grief you cost Him and ,the 

, it ended ther~, you might ~ank ,God t~at. He ever called· pangs that s'hot through Him that He mi'ght d~livel: you, 
. you· to ~servlce, so.elev~t.mg, ,so confll'mmg, as ,that of fr_om your sin and its conseq,uenc,{!s'; 'do-you not long, to ' 

convertmg others from theIr evIl ways. make Him glad? ,Whim you bring others to' His, feet', you 
Another precious recompense is found_in the g1'atituti,e ' give Hinr joy, and no sma'll joy eithel\ Is' not that a 

. (,nd affection of those you bring to Christ. ,This is a wonderf!!l text: "There is joy in the presence of the_ 
choice ,boon - the blessedness of joying in another's joy, angels of God over one si~ner that. repenteth"? What doe,S 

'tibe l bliss of hearing that you 'have led a soul to Jesus. - that mean? Does i't mean that,the apgels have joy? We 
Measure the sweetness of this recompense by the bitter- generaUy read it-so, hut it rs,not the""int~nt of the verse; 

" ness. of its opposite. Men of, God have brought many to It says, "'There is joy in t1i~ presence 'of the angels of ' 
Jesus, and all things have gone well in the church till 'God" - that is, joy in ,the, heart' of God, around whose,: 

, declining years or, change of fashions have thrown the' throne the angels 'stand: It 'is a joy which angels delight 
, good. Ilian into the shade, and then the- minister's own to behold, - what is it? Is the blessed 'God· cap!lble of 

spiritual. child,ren have b~en' eager to -turn him out. of greater joy th,an His own bo~ndless l),appiness'? ,Wondrou's "!' 

doots'. 'The un'kindest cut {)f all has come from those who langiIage this! The- infinite .. ,bUss of' God is more emin-
owed their souls to him. His 'heart was broken while he \ entfy displayed, if it cannot ,be increased'. ·Can we 'b,e in-' ' 
sighed;, "I)chuld ,'have borne it, 'had ~ot the persons that struments of this? -Can 'we do anything whjch will make ' 
I ·brought, fo the Saviour turned against me." The pang the Ever-blessed glad?: Yes, fO,r we ate'told that the great " 
is nOt ,unknown 'to me. I can never forget a certain house- Father 'rejoices above measure when His prodi'gaJ son' 
hold,' in, .which' 'the Lord gave' me the 'great joy to bring that was dead is alive again, and the lost one,is found. ' 
four, e~ployers and several persons engaged ,by them to If I could' saY,thi's as I ought to 'say it, it would ~ake ' 
Jesus' feet. 'Snatched from the utmost carelessness 'of every' Christian cry out, "Theil I will, ,labour to, bring, 
worldlhiess, . -thes~ who had, previously known nothing of souIs to the Saviour"; and 'it would make those of us 'who 
the grace of God were, joyful, c~mfessors· of the faith, have brought many to Jesus'instant, in season and out' of 
After a while ,they i'lD'oibed certain opinions differinS!' sea'son, to bring more to ,Him . ..at is a great pleasure to ~ 
f.rom ,ours, ,an4' from that moment some of them 'had 'Qe,doing-a kindness to anear.thly friend, but t~ be ~o..Lng". 

, nothing: ,but ~ard words for me and my preaching. I had something distinctly for Jesus, sometlJ,ing which will "be ,A .. 
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.. ot all 1iliings in the world most· pleasing to . Him" is. a : pile of natur~l sto"nes, which might only_cumber the 
great delight! It is a good.wo·rk to bujld a meeting house; ground .. ·Then. go, dear friend!!, a!ld seek to bring you·r 
arid give it ,outright to the cause of God, if it is don~ with children and'your-neighbours, your friemls and your kins­
a r!'g!!:t 'and proper mothte; but one living 'stQne, bunt folk, to th~ Savio~r's 'feet, 'for nothing' will give Him ·so 
upon the sure foundation of our instrument~lity; will ,much pleasure as 1;0 see them turn' and live. By your love. 
give the Mas~er more pleas!lr~ than. if we e~ted a v~!'!t .to Jesus, T bese.ech you, become fi-shers of men. 

~ ==========~~===== 

Pastors '. o·f· , Jamai'ca' Urge IGover.nment 
, • I -

·'to .Assure· "Fun Re'ligi~~s .Freedom'. 
THE Rev. ·G. W" Smith, director- of ,the Independent. 

Jamaica Baptis,t Mission, has .release!! the following 
statement on "Religious'Libert-y in the British Carribeari 
Federation": . .~ . 

"'The foHowing' appears under "Constitutional Matters' 
in t'he Report .of the Bri-tishCarihbean Fed.er;:ttion Con­

. 'ference, held, 'in-·LondoIJ., whjch was Ii.clnte·d, 'in part, in 
The' Daily: Gleanet: of Kingston, J~maica on-February 25, 
1956: . 

". '11: tThe pr~amble ,to the constitution shall include a 
rElcital t.o .the .~f:teet that all p.ersonS· in the Federation 
shall continue. j;o'enjoy the free exercise of thei·r. respec-
tive modes of r'~ligious worship'.' . ' 

"In ~'leHer '10' Sir Hugl) .Foot, Governor of Ja-m~ica, 
. dated October:: 12,' the writer said 'concerning it, "This 
\ wouiifnot g~araniee complete' f.reedom' of religious wof­

ship 'and the rig'h:t to prQPagate one~s faith: If ·the Con-
" sti-tutio.n were to' be 'so worded. it ·could be· construed as 
forbidding the' introduction' of new. geno~imttions, other 
modes ~f wQrship, and, proselytising. : Eval!'gelicals .cou·ld 
be prevented from working .in an island like Dominica.' 

'''It is mo~t . .i~portant thht the' Standing- Federation 

'~With reference to the 'ietter' of 2Srd of OCtober from 
your Private Secretary, Mrs. C. ~t.· Aubyn, addressed 
to'Rev. G. W. Smith of 'oClovelIy,' Ramble P.O."would you 
kindly make the:>follo\ving ,represen:tations to the Colon­
ial Office and the Standing Federation ·Committee on be­
'~a'lf of t~e undersi'gned ministers of the Gospel. in' the 
Island or Jamaica: . '. . 
, "I lWe urge that the cOn;titiItion of the British Garib­
bean Federation .. contain a clause 'to the .effect "that the 
Ghyrch is to be s~parated entir~ly froni the State. 1 

"2. We are concerned that all persons, in the. Federa­
tion shall enjoy' full. Ubertll of conscienbe anii have ,the 

.- right to 'practi$e and propagate their religious beliefs and 
request that the 'Constitution should ·be worded specifi­
cally to guarantee these vital rights of free 'men. . 

"s. We a·re of the opiriion that if the phraseology of 
Clause -n. Sec~iJ?n III, Con~titutional Ma·tters, of the Re­
port of the 'British .Caribbean Federation' Conference. 
were to be adopted tliese. righ.ts would not be fully safe-
guarded. . 

- Committe~ should aUer the. iJraft -Constitution being pre- . 
pared, by the- Colonial Office, if necessary, to ensure. the 

. enjoynuint ~f fLill" reJiogious Hbe~ty to alI the inhabitants' 
of the. Federa.iion_before it assumes ,its' final form for 
presentation to the Federal Legislature. A Jesuit could 
have fra~ed whaJ appears in the"a:bove excerpt. 

"4. We therefore appeal to those 'who are 'responsihle 
for the drawing. up of the Consti,tution to take these 
points into considenition when they are preparing. the 
Preamble. I. . . 

. "'Every evangelical church 'and every evangelical min­
...... i·ster.· 'in the· countries whic~ ,are tQ b~ federated should 
. insist that this' be done. As President Theodore Roose~ 

'velt said, 'There ';may ,be a '~eason for. not f.ighting, but 
there can. be no 'reason -for. fighting feel>ly.' And. time ·is 
·Of the essence .. ,The Standing Federation Committee meets 
in January.. . . 

"'5. We respectfully request that a copy of the letter 
addressed to you by Rev. G. W. Smith, da~d October 12th. 
be·forwarded wi-th these representations. . 

"Thanking you, we are 

"Your .Excellency"s obedjent servants, 
(Signed) .:'>.. .... 
"A. ·L. McKENZIE, Pastor' Buff Bay, Skibo, Bethesda 

Bethbara, and Tranquility Baptist Churches. 
: . I· .. 

. ~J. W, KNIGH~ .Pastor, Clarksonville, Mt. Moriah and 
TweedsidEi"'Baptist Churches. . 

.... ~·I • 

'''Dr: T. T;: ShI~lds, ,the pastor of the·Jarvis .8treetBap­
.': tist Ghur:cn; 'Toronto, Canada,' in . his - controversy w·ith 

P.remier W. E. MacKenzie King of Canada over the en­
:' ' croachments of the Roma'n ·.oathoUt! . Church 'deClared: '"I 

insist that 'it" is· as 'niuch my right as a/British subject 
., • ·to. expose. a iijigion that (believe' to ·be false, as i·t is to 

"J, T. M. GREEN .. Pastor, Nightingale Grove, Rock 
Cliffe ,aJ}d Cataboo Baptist Churches and 'Acting-Pas­
tor of Thornton and Forest Mtn. Baptist Churches. 

. , 

. espouse a religion I believe.to be true.: That·is the .v~ry-
ess'ence of religioli~ liberty:' '~ .'. . . ~: 

E,jght pastors in Jamaica have-addressed a. letter to the 
Governor of Jain'aiea, His Excellency, Sir Hugh Foot, on 
the subject; "~eIfgious Lihe·rty: The. Cons·titution of the 

\ ·Bri.tish Carihbean Federation.". The fun text of the let­
. tar, datea. December. ,6, with the 'names of the pastors 

who sign~d "it, follows: 
"Your Ex~ellency!. . . ." 

I,·, .. 
d 

~ .. 

"S. I.. CUMMINGS,' Ji!astor, Independence Hall Baptist 
C~urch, Axe-and-Adze, Hanover . 

"H.-A. WHITE, ?ast.or, Re1toboth Mission, Kingston. 
"w. M; KNIGHT, Pastor Sudbury Baptist c1i.urch. 

"LEONARDfUNN, Pastor, Missio!,-ary Church, DeVOl}. 
Manchester. 

"G. W." SMITH, Pa.stor, . Macfield and Hewett's VJew 
Baptist Qhurches." 

--Chri8tiart Beacon 
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PRAYER WITHOUT' CEA'SI'NG 
.. 

By Rev. Ger~ld B. Griffiths, B.A., B.D. 

ErotractB {rum a Sunday morning Sermon' preached 
p,t Charlotte Baptist Chapel, Edinburgh) 

.... Pray without ceasing-l Thes'salonians 5 :17. 
; 

') 

JanuarY 31, 1957 

"pRAY without stopping?" What does Paul mean? We 
:sh.ould always remember that prayer as'sum~s 'two 

fundamental forms: prayer should often be a conscious 
.act in our Christian life and it s'hould always be our un-

self to' us'in a new way? When we were first married 
we reared a famHy altar - has it fallen into disrepair? 

Whilst praying without ceasing. does not mean praying 
without interval for work and play, it does certainly in­
volve praying with intensity and regularity. But how can 
we -maintain our graph 'constanily at the Mgh mark of 
a close walk with God,? What practical' helps can we give 

o -conscio'1118 attitude. To begin with the aspect most familiar 
to us, praylij.' is an aot of ou,r conscious mind. 

A' Conscious Act our fick~e heans? . 
. As a con.scious act'ivity prayer may.,assume a variety (1) There is first the ·important el~ent of personal. 

of forms; it may 'be public - as at the congregational /liscipline. Ou.r Lord made a great deal of tenacity in 
praYer meet·ing, it may be private -:: as in our oWQ room prl!-yer. You recall that when· He' urged: His discipleR 
or at our bed·side.; it may be in our own words, or in the "always to·pray and not to faint" (Luke 18: 1). He told. 
words of a psalm or a collect from the Book' of Common them the . story of the determined widow who insisted 
Pray~r or. 'some other tre~sury of devotion; it may be upo_n seeing justice done - she wor~ied and harHed, pes­
wordless.. For wh'ila-t words 'are frequently an aid to tered and rbadgered the judgoe untH he si,mply had to do 
prayer they are by no in'eans indispens~ble. The essence something to get-.rid .of her! Jesus made the same point 

\ - of prayer is not in our vocabulary and diction but in the .--in His story about the' man who 'knocked a:neighbour up 
. longing of our souls: real prayer is to be. measu,red 'by in the midd'le of t·he night and· refuse~ to go away until 

the intensity and spirit~a1ity of our soul's desires.· An.d his reluctant neighbour had' got out of bed and given him 
there are times when ·the most fervent souls are dumb . the loaves he. wanted - "because of 'his importunity".·It 

. 'in prayer; their !ldoration and- pleading too deep for Js grit and tenacity of this kind that we must have in 
words: But whether public or private, extempore or lit- prayer. P~_ul ·bids th'e Romans continue "con'stant in 
urgical, spoken or silent, all these' prayers have ,one ele-' prayer'~ anll exhorts the Ephesians to pray "with all pray­
ment in common - they involve the concentraHon of otl·r er and supplication ... watching . thereunto with aU per-
hearts a~d minds upon God. severance." . 

Now we ea-nnothope .to· obey Paul's injunction literally' But perseverance in praye~ demands unrelentinrg self-
on th'is conscio1;l's level. It would !be manifestl~wrong' for discipline. The "quiet time" must become a sac·red 
a surgeon to ,be contemplating the majesty of God or the p.riority in our day. And 'it i's 'so fataHy easy to iIlow 
distr~s'Sed in Africa when he should .be concentrating on -ours~lves to be so "-troubled about· many th.ings" that we 
the dist;!'~ssed patient on the operating table before him. have no time left for the on!! tl)'ing that is needful -,to 
Unless we.are to withd.raw from the world altogether and sit like Mary at the feet of Je·sus. And if private prayer 
·become hermit.s or monks; we can onh· '~pray without is easily reduced Ito a few hurried sentences in t,he morn­
stopping" at the peml'lty of. neglecting our daily duty and ing and evening, what of the difficulties of. maintaining 
faiHng our fellows. A practical sa'int like Paul would . the Family Altar?: 
neve! encourage ,any man to renounce a life of service to "Pray and you shall pray oftener/' says Jere~y Taylor. 
his fellow-s for an 'unreal or occult mysticism - he has There i's nothing to compare . with the j41Y of a-clean tieart 
aJ.read~old these 'Thessalonians "to do their own busi- and that holy baptism of inward peace and compassion 
ness and to work with their own 'hands." . which fills ou,r innermost ·soul through prayer. Family 

W'hat P·aul means by "wUhoutceasin'g" Is evident fropt life reaches its tenderest and deepest happiness when 
the o'pen'iit'g words of this letter where' he tells his Thes- iparents and' children 'sing a_few simple choruses or a 
salonian converts how much he 10vE!tl them! " ... remem- hymn, read a -Scripture', pray and join in ·the FamHy 
bering'without ceasing your work of"faith, and labour of Prayer.. But. whilst we acknowled'ge its benefit, how 

. love and patience of hope." B~ which Paul meant tha·t he easy to d·rift on day after day and week after' week with-, 
remembered them cO'Yl!8istentlll - he had not gJi.bly prom-out family worship or private devotion. Ou.r season of 

. ised to pray. for them and then promptly forgotten them, fenced-in· quietness with 'God is something for which we 
nor had ·he ferVently' prayed for·them for a few days and must literally {i'ght if we ·are to be constant: only those 
then lost aU 'interest in them.-No, they were-as much in who exercise holy re:sohitipn can maintain the steady,. 

\ his heart and intercession now as the day he said good- clear flame of. prayer in their' heat:ts and homes .. Mr. 
bye to them. There was etaY·ing power and st'ickability Ready-to-HaIt will soon fi"nd himself' too ibusy to pray 

'"' in P'aul's remembrance.. \.... withou.t cea~ing. 
Many of us have to confess with shame that this sticka- (2) To this quality of self-discipline we must add the 

'bility is a quality aU too often absent in our own .prayers. element of patience. How many of us become dIscouraged 
Is the graph of our prayer life stead.y or does it betray by the slowness of -God's actions? WHen we stop to· 
seriolis fluctuations, is it even or erratic? Have we to ·analyse what it is that has clogged.the fountain of prayer 
confess that we no longer PMY as once we did - when in our 'Marts, we sometimes d;iscover the boulder to be a 
ChriSit f.irst met us or when--years la:ter He revea.Jed Him- secret grud'ge :that we are nursing against Providence. 
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·Events are n'Otmoving' 'fast enough, for us, GGd is tOG 
slGW -in answering our cry. It is then we need to remem­
.ber that 'GGd's delays are not denia:ls. "Now Jesus loved 
Martha, and, her sister, and Lazarus. When he 'had heard 
-therefGre that 'he was sick, hea!bGde two days s:f;iH in the 
same place where 'he was." That is an illuminating !!\tate­
.mE!nt: Jesus delayed his deliverance because He IGved 
IVta·ry and Marth~. He 'allGwed them tG pass through the 

. agGny 'Of their brGther's death that they mi'ght knGw the 
. startling JGY of his resurrection; He did not" restore 

Lazarus-frGm illness because He wis'hed tG do something 
better -;- to resu·rrect him frGm the dead. MGnica prayed 
t'hat her SGn might nGt go to Rome. H~r prayer was nGt 
immediately answered; to her dismaY'Augustine went tG 
Rome -'- but only to .be converted! And! if we are not tG 
IGse ·heart" in prayer 'it is essential that we shGuld cultivate 
iong views 'Of God',s wGrkings. A thousand years il as a 
day with the eternal God·' We are feverish and hasty, 
demanding th'at the whole plot should unfold in the first 
act. But GGd will not he stampeded. Indeed, many 'Of His 
plans require mGre than one life for their fulfi-Iment. 
Stephen died a human failure, cut off in the morning 'Of 
his pGwer. But Stephen's triumphant ma·riyrdGm exer­
cised an influence 'for the furtherance of the GGspel far 
beyond his own day. Perha·ps it is only frGm the fourt'h 
centenary of their gallant death at ~e '~ake that we can 
see what God wrGught in' BiIney, Latimer, Ridiey and 
Cranmer. Elijah tOGk too short'a view 'Of ·God's purpose 
and sat under his juniper ,tree in a fit· of depression in 
which he 'had neither heart nGr strength fGr prayer. If 
we are then to ·pray wit'hGut- ceasing we must gua.rd 
against the paralysing di'scour8lgements' of our im-
patience. . "'\ ... 

(3) Another ally 'in keeping' the fire always burning 
upon the ·altar 'is praise. "P.raise, pray, peg on" was the 
cGunsel given to a minister in Edinburgh the: other' day. 
Praise is certainiy 'an indisputable element in all perse-
vering prayer. No ·man can be content ,with a few 'hur­
ried words of pray~ 'Once he begins to count h'is bless­
ings' Wheri' war is on or danger t~reatens, when a loved 
one faces a critical operation or decision, when there is 
fear 'Or shame to bring us to God in a state 'Of despera­
tiGn. then we ,really put our hearts intG'our prayers. But 
when ·the cris'fos ·is past 'an'd! we br-eathe freely, 'Our prayers 
easiIy becGme . fGrmal and sGuHess again - unless we re~ 
turn like the· Samaritan to give GGd thanks. Let· us but 
begin to bless the Lord for His Ibenefits towards us arid 
we shall find that ~ternityitself i·s too short fof such a 
blessed task Ind~d, even in' H~ven ---.:. where every 
other form. 'Of prayer may be outmoded - there wiU 
always be ad 'Oration, the crowning rapture of the re­
oeemed. 

(4) But there is a final call io unceasing prayer which 
must press heavily upon every sensit.ive soul tG~day - the' 
ministry 'Of interce88i~. Psych'Ologists classify s'Ome men 
and women as·introverts: their thoughts and feelings are 
turned in upon t'h'emseives. It 'is an ·unhappy trai·t and 
when it dominates 'Our prayer Hfe ... :it is' plainly un­
chrIstian, fGr whatever our psychological make-up may 
be, we mU'!lt become extroverts before the throne of grace 

,. if we are tp be real interces·sors. 'Let any . 'believer lGok 
out upon the world with cGmpassionate eyes, let 'him see 
llnd feel the terrible weight 'Of men's sins' and sorrGWS, 
physical, mental and· :spiritual, and he can 'Only cry out 

. with Samuel: "God forbid th'at 1 ShGuld sin against ,the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you." 

. , 

. '.--

Unconscious Attitude 
But prayer is mGre .than regular acts 'Of praise, peni­

tence and· petitiGn, Fundamentally prayer is an attitude,.. 
of the believing soul. 

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, <>- . 
Uttered or unexpressed, 

The motion 'Of a hidden fire 
That·trembles in the breast . 

And whHst it would notbe]ight fGr us - so .IGn~ as we 
'are citizens 'Of this world - tG be unceasingly engaged 
in consciGus,~ayer we can and 's:hould be always in the 
attitqde 'Of prayer. "ThGugh a man cannot :be incessantly 
praying in words," to quote an old coon.Jp.en:tator: "the 
mind may he held cGntinuously in 'an 'attitude 'Of prayer, 
'even in sieep." ". 

Clement 'Of Alexandria sees this inlunctiGn to pray 
without ceasing as a .plea for the cGntinual reference of 
·all things tG God, and -in this way a ,Chri'stian is repre-

-sented in every sItuatiGn; in' his walks, talks, silences, 
reading, in all reasGnab"le pursuits. Basil, a fourth cen­
tury saint, enla.rges upon this thou·ght: "NGt in 'syUables, 
but rather in the 'intuition of the soul and in acts of 
virtue which extend to all :t'he life is ~he power of prayer. 
. . . When thou sit~st down to table', pray; when thou 
takest fOGd, give thanks to Him that gl.lve it thee; when 
the .time of taking food is passed, let not the memory of 
the merciful 'Giver pass tGO. When thou puttest' on thy 
COIl't, thank Him that gave i:t thee; and when thy cloak, 
increase thy love tG 'God, who ·provided us with garments 
fi.t fGr hoth summer and winter.' Is the day over? Thank 
Him who gave us t'he sun. fGr the serv.ice of our daily 
work, and gave another fi·re to l'ighten the night and serve 
the rest 'Of :the needs of life. Let night affGrd other sug­

. gestions 'Of prayer. When .thou ·IGGkest up ,tG heaven and 
. seest ,the 'beauty of the stars, pray to the- Lord of all 
things seen and adore the aU-merciful Artist of the whole, 
who in wisdGm hath made ·them· all. And when ·thou seest 
all things bu,ried in sleep, then again wor!!hip Him' who 
even against our wiH brea:ks off 'J;ly sleep the stress of 
toil and by' 1l shGrt· resp'ite restores 'Our strength. . . . 
Thus may-est thGU pray without ceasing, not in WGrds 
but the whGle cGnduct 'Of thy life, SG uniting thyself to 
God'that thy existence is an unceasing prayer." 

'-Charlotte Chapel Recor!l 

The Gospel Witness ~amily· 
has the happy privilege of studying similar por­
tions of the Bible together, and praying for com­
mon objectives together. BUT WE MUST 
INCREASE. 

Send w NAMES· NAMES· NAMES 

When you have finished reading this copy of 
THE GOSPEL .WITNESS, pass it on to some­
one else. If you can use additionall copies we 
should be' glad to supply them. Spread the 
truth. . ... 
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A Quick Answer' to :iPr~yer ,. 

'. Translated from the German by the. late 
o 

.~~tGmnoo ' 

DR. WILHELM BUSCH was in early life a follower, o~gan had begun to play ~lid the people told' Irie' to be 
of so-caUed'Modernisf opinion, but ",·as_converted qui.et. So it came about t'h'at I· was attending··s. church 

to Christ and is now an outstanding evangelical. There service without intending to.' ' 
is'no mOore powerful preacher 'of the truth in 'Germany, "'Well, ~nd how dM it ··please you?' I int~rjected. It 
and he is 'also the ,gifted editor of Lich.t und Leben had ibecome clear to me that he had. attended' my ordina:­
("~ight Emd Life"). The following tells of an answer 'tion service. and. that was,. to tell .the tr.uth, a painful 
to prayer \ in his early life as pa~tor: memory, for I had then preached' the .poorest sermon in 

"lte~entlya ph()to 'came U? light which was taken thirty ,- my life. How did that happen? The day' -bef9re, '8, moving' , 
years ago. Twenty mEm of variQusages with drums and ,:an 'had come, and I pa~ _sp.e~t 'hal~ ·the·nigltt:ordering my . 
fifes! Where are they now? Most of ·them the war swal-' lIbrary.' I·wa& twenty"seven ·years of age and f!lH'of"hop~: 
lowed, up. Some 'have moved fl"om~Essen. Two' or three . ~at the right words ~~uld· com~ in·to my .head ~when the 
I meet now and then and·it is an occasion of ·great joy. tIme came. 

'''They were' of the time of' agitation. The Stahlheim, "I saw in memory Holy ·Cross Church filled with peo-
the iron front of .the -Nazis, .and Uniformed Communist .ple. Around the altar stood the :banner-bearers of many 
companies fought with each other in 'ha'Ii battles.' -. unions and pastors in rob'es:- Came the organ music and 

"I was t'hen a young pl,lstor in a wholly Communist 
quarter, walking down a street, tired and _ d.jscou.raged. 
Men were so Ibitter, they would not even listen to Jesus' 

_ wol"ds. I felt very lonesome even in -the heart. of this 
. thickly populated tenement quarter.' . 

"In front:of me I noticed a 'couple of young men. One· 
wore the uniform of the Red Front fighters. They were 
in'lively d.iscussion.' I sighed' to myself, 'saying, How can 
one reach such· fellows? 'Then came the thou·ght.~ Why 

!llong Hturgy. One and another spOKe; an hour a.I).~ a h~lf 
ifad passed, There was hick of 'oxy,gen it). the crowded 
chu.rch, Then it was my turn. The people were :tired, and 
a 'sunbeam struck me straight in the eyes sO that I could 
scarce see anything: . The little I had planned to say soon 
vanished, 'and I was glad' to climb dom' again from the 
high pulpit. . 

"When I sat down beside ~y dear, young wife, she said, 
'One could only be ashamed 'at such a sermon.' . 

"Yes. so it was; ·and. now ·ther~ 'sat before me a clever cannot God work a miracle and give me open door i~to ...... . . . 
the hearts of- such young men.? It says in the Revelation, roung CO~tnUn,Ist," who teIIsme.~e attended· th~~ Berv~.ce 
'H th 4- th:d· sh .. t th' I "ol·ded my hands .;.InvoluntarIly. I n. hear a second t.Ime what a 'pItIful WIt-.• e a~ opene ,an no man U'L e . ~', . ness I then was'. . ' ..... . 
In prayer to my ever-pres'ent Lord: '0· Lord, let me see 
Thy ma·rvelous work. Open a door to these people.~ I had 
indeed no idea how ~hat could happen. 

"I walked a little faster and overtook them. In passing, 
I heard the man in unifo'rm as'k the other, "Have you 
anything for me to read ?'~ . 

I 

"But my eyes op~~ed wide when he went on : 
"'I s.tood therein dfilSpN'ation, for things .went· ,on 

endlessly ..... When a new sp~a:ker walked: up the pulpit, I-­
determined to force my way out, no matter what hap­
pened· .. However, ,I saw a YQung man·of my own age go' 
up and I said, '~I'm curious to know how, much he.knows·." . 
And then the address struck me, struck me -as nothing 
had ever struck me be/ore. Y:.et I was a conv-inced atheist.' 

"I was delighted. Here was an open door. I turned 
~ quickly and s'aid, 'If· you want something to read, come 

to me'. 
'- .. :'He paused. I hung on his Ups: 'He looked at me su.rprised. 'Who are you, ·then ?' 

"iI am a· pastor.' . / 

"He laughed: 'I, too, am a pastor.' 

.. 'You certainly are not,' I I:etorted. ~el'eat 'he smB· 
ingly offered to bet on it. \ .. 

"'You see, I was a· regional 'leader for the drum and 
fife corPs of the whole~Red Front of the RUhr.area. When­
ever .there was a birthday, we celebrated. There was inuch 
d.rinking. My married life 'went' wrong, as; iIi fact, my' 
whole life. Som~ days 'ago, 1 was thinking, Would/that I 
might find' ope who could show me a ibetter way and lo! 

"It came out tha:t his name was Pa~tor, Willy Pastor. " . there 'on the ~treet the very man whose-talk had so 'lm-
.And I, too, .am named Wilhelm and am a pastor." pressed. me! tf ·that is not m·a.rvelous!". . ". . 

. "Sudftenly he sta·red at me with agitated lOO'k;asking, ~ ". ·"1 explained that'another'Hand was here at work. ,..: .... 
. 'When can -I come tomorrow?~ I named an hour and .he ".. .... -. . 

promised! to be there. 'Then he -left hurriedly. Next day he He became my dear co-worker .. ~Ish~art an~ se~ce, 
was ilLmy study and related the following' ' now. belo~,g to the 'Lord Jesus ,ChrIst, and because hIS 10-

. .; ; '. . . . terest was in drum and fife bands, he formed one for me. 
:' 'Last year I was gomg by Webel' Place where a multI- N ever will I forget how the first procession drew out 

tude of people were streaming into. Holy -Gross Church. with tremendous noise and 'a brave company of men d.is-­
Out of cu-ripsity I went up the 'churc~ s~ps for a look tri:buting -tracts. So was a highway broken through .this 
around. A wave of people pushed .me Ins-lde. It was long spiritually dead city quarter of Essen." , '1 . 
since I had been in a church. I found myself wedged in . 
the middle 'ais-le an? when I. a:t~eiripted! to get out, the --'The S.unday ~chool'Times 
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Bible School Lessou·,·D.ntliDe 
i . 

VoL 21 First Quarter Lesson 6 February 10, 1957 

OIiI¥E L. ~,'Pb.D. (Tor.). 

\ 

THE BELIEVER'S P,A.TH IN FACING APOSTASY 

Lesson Te~t: 2 Timothy 2:-1-15. 
. . - ,. 

, '. 

endure hardship and. thus' ~r.ove him~elf a good soldier (2 
Tim. 4:5, 7). He ·will not clmg.to his own pl~s and desires, 

, ~ut will yield himself in- submissive obedience to his gen­
eral (2 Cor; 6:15 l·Tim. 1:18; 6:12). 'The soldier submits to' 
strict discipl~e, obeying the comman.ds of his sup~riois. An 
athlete, also,·is bound by the rules of the game (l·Cor. 9:25, 
26)., .. .- '. 

The Inargmal reading of verse '6 is to be preferred: "The 
husbandman, labouring first, must be pai'taker of the fruits." 
'A husbandman or farmer must labour first,if he would enjoy' 
the harvest (Jas. 5:7).-.So ~ust the.,.ChristiaJi· endure hard­
ship and labour faithfully, if he would reap his reward (Gal. 
6:9). . .l. ,.. . _ . 

Q 

Golden Text: "No man that warre~ entangleth himself with 
the affairs of this life; that he may pJellse him who hath. II. Th,e Believe~s-Duty: verses 8-15. 
chose~ him to be a·soldier."--'-2 Timothy· 2:4. The truth 'of the'resurrectio~ of the Lord Jesu~ Christ ~om : 

,/ the .dead is 'one of the cardinal truths of' ~e Gospel (l Cor. 
~troduction: '. . 15:1-4). It was because ·of. Paul's fajthfulne!5s ·to' the Lord 

The Second Epj,stle to TiJD,otliy, Writte'n about 67.or 68 A.D., and to His Gospel that he was now imprisoned (PhiL. 1:12; 
was probably the,Apostle"Paul's'final official communic'a€i9n. 2 Tim. 1:22i. Timothy,·too, must be prep.ared to suffer for 
Unlike the First Epistle, :which 'is a 'formalletj;er dealing with Christ. and with Him (Matt. 5:10; Luke :22:29). Only by 
church' order and adniinistratiQn,. this, one is intensely per." . sharing in~ .the s)lffering of Christ can the believer ,sha,re in 
sonal. Languishing; in a' Roma~ prison, the Apostle. feels . His glQry (Rom. 8:17) •. 
keenly the loneliness Qf his posi1;ion .. ·Sonie·. of his. former .• Clirist suffered vicariQ,usly for. us, ~nd ther~ is a sense in 
companions in the GOl!pel are engaged elsewhere,·while others which we who are ·in the serVice of Christ suffer on behalf 
have deserted him (2 Tim. 4:10:12,. 14-1~, 20). He needs the of others (verse 10; 1 John 3:16). If we would be channels 
comfort of 'warm clothing, bpt, especially does he .long for his . of spiritual blessing,. we tilUst be prepared to endure trials 
books ~nd for the presence 9f his young friend Timothy (2 . and sorrows, unileclfssary, perhaps; for our own growth in 

'. Timothy -4 :9, 13, 21). '. .' , . • • grace,' but essential, if we ,would be of comfort and assistance 
.Coqfidence 'In, his early rel~as~ 'mitigated' the trial of hi~ '. to others":'(Jo}m 17:19; 2 Cor. 1:3, 4;'12:15; Col. '1:24). ' , 

first imprisonme!lt~Phil. 1:1~, 24~26), bu\ he is .conscious. of Faith. may be sorely trie4 in times o.f apostasy, but it is 
the fact that, thIS tIme ·he wIll die for tlie SaVIour (2 TIm. ,comfortmg to know' that the Lord never changes (Heb. 18:8)., 

,4':6-8), and the hop!!. which sustains him is ~iiI desire to be Men may be unfaithful; but He is always faithful (1 Cor. 1:9; 
with Christ (Phil. 1;23, 24). In anfiicipation'he'is already liv., , 10:13; Tit. 1:13). Men may fail Him, but He will never fail 
ing in the"heavEmly·.realrn and lOoking upon his earthly strug- those who put their tr.ust in Him (Isa. 42:4; Rom. 10:11; 

J gles wi~h the serene. and 4iumphant joy· of a s'ucc~ssful gen- 1 ·Pet. 2:6). ·Being God, He can never deny Himself;, He can 
:-elal who is aboiI~ to -lay do~ his command. The younger : never repudiate His word, or act otherwis~ than according to 
leader must be advised a~ to the p\an of action. ' His eternal Godhead (Hab. -1:12; ~al. 3:6; Jas. 1:17) • 
• The local church, is t~e-subj~ct of -"First ,Timothy, but the 'Timothy was"to"charge the people not to engage in profit-
church of the future'is dealt,with in Second Timothy.' , . less discussions, calculated to turn the hearers from the truth 

. .. '. (1 Tim. 1;4, 6;,6:4). Representatives ot religious cults argue' 
Outline of Second .TImothy: ' '. for hours; but' their talk ·may· be a mere strivirig about words . 

. .::; .and may have n.o connection' with the truth of God as re-
- I; ,Hold Fast to the Truth of ~e Gosp.el: chaptm.:J. vealed in the Scrip.tures, 'except that it is a denial of that 
II. Be Strong in the Grace of the Gospel: cnapter 2. which is Writ~n .. 'They' 'cover up the truth by su.btle argu-, 
~II •. Conti~ue in the Study of the Scriptures: chapter 8. ments (2 Pet. 3:16). . 
IV. Watch in All,Things: chapter 4. . In' the time of apostasy, when peopl~ are turning away 

'1.· The'Believer'sL~~: verses 1-'1. 
'. In Chapter 2 the .Apostle uses various metaphors, each' Qne ' 

.... suggestive of some aspect of ·the believer's life and actiVity, 
and with each t1?'ere is an apprppriate ~hortation.· The be­
liever, as a son of God, is to be I!trong'in the. grace of Christ. 
As, a teaCher, he is to pass on to others the instruction which 
he -has himself 'received; and as a soldier, he is to endure 
hardness •. As an athlete he is to strive lawflilly, and as a 
husb~dman he is to 'labour patie~tIY •. He is to be a work­
man," pleasmg his ~aster. He.-must be'a holy vessel" a 
_vehicle.for .. the blessing of the Lord to flow tlu'ough him to 

' .. otlIers (verses 20, 21-). As the.servant of/Christ, he is to 
be patient and obedient (verse 24). As a member of the, 
Christian rescue squad he will tenderly release those who 
'have been trapped by' the AdversarY (verse 26). . 

The believer's "path ip the ,tfme of apostasy is beset by 
many dangers (chapter 3), but 'the grace of God is his suf-

• ficiency (2 Cor. 8:5, 6; 12:9;, Phil. 4:13). Tiierefore, ~s: a 
son of God .bl f~ith in Christ, he has every right jo .that 
abounding grace (2 ,Cor. 9:8; Phil. (:19), and must: be strong 
in the Lord: . 

The truth must be propagated by those. 'Who already know 
it (2 Tim.· 1:18;-8:14). God's Rlali was that Christ should 
train His disciples to go forth WIth the message of the Gospel 
and that these in turn should ;relay the mesllage to others ,. 
(M~rk 3:13-15; John 1'1':18, 20, 21; ",cts· 26:16-~8). Ti~othy 
was'to be one of the key heralds to transmit the truth of the 
Gospel. ., '~. 

As the·Ap~stiePaulhil.d·been c~lled.upon to f~e ~e con­
fli«n; against err!>r ,an~ wx:ong, 110 must Timothy l~rn to 

.. 

./ 

from the truth, it behooves the servant of God to be diligent 
in the study 'of the Scriptures, that he may be able to dis- . 
tinguish between ,truth and error, and.that he may discern 
the' teaching of' the 'Word. on various subjects. He_ must be 
like a skilled workman, understanding his tools and making 
'the best possible use ,of them. The work of G:od demands 
our very best preparation and effort. Le~ us do all in. our 
power to win His approval (Matt. 25:28; Rom. 14:8; 2 Cor. 
10:18; Col. 3:23, 24). . . .. \. . ~ . 

Daily Bible Readings 
, . 

Feb .. ~The Path is one of Faith .................... 2 Tim. 1:1-12 
Feb. 6-The· Path is' one of Steadfastriess .... '2 Tim. 1:18-18 
F'eb. 6-The' Path is one of' Separation ........... , .... Eph. 5:1-21 
Feb. 7-The Path is one of Holiness ... > ............ 1 Pet; 1:13-25 
Feb. s-'-The Path'is .one of Suffering .............. i Pet. 3:10,.22 
F'eb. 9-The-Path 'is orie of Self-Discipline .... 1 Cor. 9':19-27 
Feb. 10-The Path is one of Light .............. Psalm 119:97-112 

. 
\ 

Suggested Hymns . . 
I know not why God's wondrous erace. 
Fight the good fight. . 
A glory gilds the sacred page. 
He leadeth me. 
'SiDlPly trusting every.d.ay. 
Jesus bids us shine. 
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·WHY. 
, , 

YOU ought to own"'Q copy of 
THE'DOCTRI,NES OF· GRACE 

. . 

'by T. T. Shields -

BEtAUSE you will find U;- the ~apter ;.onthe Sovereignty of God, 
assUrance of God's overruling, in spite of the seeming triUmph Of va:iJi men 
of our day. Il;. . 

BECAUSE you will find, in the, chapters on 'the Person of Christ and 
the me~ning of His death, a clear Biblicai position outlined, ~bling you' to 
.fortify your soul aga~t the radio and. ,pres~ of 'our day; which jpve .... outso 
much wrong teaching abo~t .these 'matters .... 

I ."-

BECAUSE you ~ill find, in the chapten on -the work .o~ the Holy 
Spirit and sanctification (subjects on which many are led astray) sane, .!!atis-
factory teaching for th~' heart at,td mind. ., " 

BECAUSIE you will f~d great pea~ and consolation iIi. the Chapte~ on 
the etenial security of the believer, wb,ere proof after proof, as tP. the scriptural­
ness of this teaching, J! piled up. 

, These, plus many o.ther things, ~ to be ~ound within the Coven,of this 
beautif1,llly bound volume with its clear easy-to-read type. - .. " "- '" 

GIVE YOURSELF A TREAT. o.RDER A' COPY NOW! , 

, 

.----------........ ~ .. --.------------... -... ---.-.... --~ ...... -.~.-------~----------

THE GOSPEL ,WITNESS, 
.130 Gerrard ',Street East, 
T orol)to 2,. Ontario. 

-.. 
De'ar Sirs:, . 

.. , 

I • 

. Piease find enclosed .the sum of $ ........................... ~ ...... :::................. for ... : ............... , ........ , .... :.......... copies of 
"The Doctrin~s of Grace" at the price of $2.50 per copy. ' 

/ 

N'ame .............. ~' ............ ::~ ........................... ~ ............................... ; ... : ..................................................................... .. 
, 

, Address( .................................... ; .......................... , ................................... :: ................. : ...... : .................. ~ ......... : .... . 
C 'ty 'T' . p' St~' t . ' '. ' I or own ......... : ............... : ................... ,rOVlnce or' a e ............................... : .. : ...... , ............... . 
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