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"Somebody 'Hath Touched Me" 
A Sermon hyDro T. T,'Shields 

Preached 'in Jarvis Street Baptist Cliltrch, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Dece~er 17, 1922, 

(Steno~aphically Reported) 
. ' 

"And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her 
living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any. 

",Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment; and immediately her 
issue of blood stanched. " ' 

"And Jesus said, Wo touched me? When a,l1 denied, Peter and they that were 
with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee, and press thee, and sayest thou, 
Who touched me?" , 

"A~d Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue has gone 
out of me.', " ' , 

"And when ' the woman saw that she was not hid, she caine trembling and falling 
down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had 
touched him, and how lihewas healed immediately. 

"And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee 

I ' 

whole: go in peace." Luke 8:43-48. , I 

I :SHALL use this familiar 'story this evening, once, 
again, to i'llustrate the method of 'grace. And I wan't 

you; who are Christians, to pray While I preach, :.....- defi­
njtely to ask God ... to enable somebody to touch Him, thaJt 
men ,and women may'this eveniI;l'g be made whole. . 

This Is the story of 'a person' who had perfect knowl­
edge of 'her own 'plague. She knew that she was sick. 
It: was not neces's'ary for anyone to argu'e wi1!h her . .she 
knew all too wel'l that her :streng1jh was steadily diminish-
ing. ' 

There a~ 'some, people who do not know they are sick. 
One may be walking about ,the streets, seriouillyiII, and 
not 'know it. It is not until the ex;pert physician discerns 
symptoms of disease, \ that the person is made aware of 
his or her maladY. ' And there 'ares'ome people who do not 
know that they a~e sick with .the disease of sin. They 
are sick; but they do not know it. 'They think they are 
"ridh, and increased, with goods, and have need of noth­
in'g; and know not that they are wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, 'and blind'J,and naked." 

I 'have not time 'this evening to deal with suclh, save to 
give 'to them i,he Word of :the great Physician, and leave 

it with th~ ... If ;ther~ lis any man or woman .here this 
evening, who thinks that he has no need of a Saviour, 
Who does not know that ilie is suffering from a disease 
which is Ibound to issue fatally; I bring you the Word of 
the great Physician, with a prayer 1!hat you may accept 
His diagnosis; and whether you feclsick or not, you will 
'be:lieve what He says. He declares', "All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God", - and that ,means you: 
He ,says, "There is none righteous, no, not one; they are 
all gone out of the way, they' are together become, un­
profitable;' there is none' 'that doeth good, no, not one;" 
"they that are 'in the fies~ cannot please God:" He declares 
further that, "Sin, When it is finished" -: when it 'has 
run its 'c()urse - 'sin when it is finished, Ih-ringeth forth 
death"; ",the w:ages of sin 'is death"; "he that believeth 
not is, condemned alreacb"'; "he' that believeth not the 
Son shall not ,see life; ,but the wrath of ,God abideth ~n 
him." This Book is' designed 'to s,erve the purpose of that 
family-book you had When you were c~ildren, you;r~mem­
ber, into whiCh mother looked when any of the cli.ildren 
bad a col!J, or anything was the matter with them. ' If 
you want to know what is the matter with" 'you, just come 
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to this Book 'and'it will tell you. -·it tens us, every orie, 
that we are sinners; and' thi'it all who ar.e sinners must 
.die of that disease. • 

Now, I just bring you that word, and I leave it with 
you. 1 a'sit you this evening to tUl'n it over in your mind. 

~ and just·to consider that if" what -this 'Bi,ble says be true; 
then whether you feel th~t-you.are a sinner or not, that 
jos not the question: the greatest autihority in the uni­
verse says -that everyone of us, 'until we have touched 
Him, untfl He 'has made us whole, - that everyone of 
us 'have within us the germ of a dj-se~'Se which always -

· there is no exception - in the' end· briDigeth for.th death. 
You are a stricken man, my. brother_ You are a doomed 
man, if you are out of ,Christ: "He that believeth 'not is 
condemned already." , 
. _But this- evening, :1 am to 'speak 'specially to th~se who 

know they are sick. This woman, as I have said, needed 
no argume.nt: slhe knew her own plague. And J doubt not 
there are som,e !here this evening who will im.mediately 
acquiesce 'in what I 'have said. You say; "The d,ivine Phy­
sician is right: that describes my ca·se. I, too, know -the 
plague of my own '~ead: I know that I am a sinner." 

You have seen the doctor as he bends over the ·patient. 
touching the body at every point to discover just where 
the disease is doing its work. And. if you 'submit to the 
examination of this Physician, you will' fin:(f that H,e will 

• show you what i·s the matter with- you. How about the 
!heart? Have you a pure heart? Have you a clean heart? 
Where are 'your affections placed,? Is·it a .h·ead that can 
be depended, upon? Is -it reguIar? Is it true? or, Is. the 
Word· of the divine Physician correct when He says, '~The 
heart is deceitful above all things"? "Out of it (-the heart) 
are the i'ssues of life," said the wise man. Jesus said, 
"Out of the 'heart 'proceed evil thoughts." Then He puts 
that stream .of life under His infallible microscope; He 
analyses it; and He shows all the terrible elements that 
is'sue from the natural 'heart of man. What about the 
memory? What do you find, it easiest "to rememiber? Have 

· you ever tho~g'ht of that? - how easy it is' to remem­
ber some things' !how difficult it i's to remember others' 
The touch of s-in is u'pon every faculty of the mind, and 
you will find that it is more 'readily exercised· toward evil 
than toward ,good. What about the will? 0, how feeble. 
.it i·s' - :how strong to do evil' how weak to do good" 
There pre ·some 'here who are like some motor cars, -. 
fine to go down !hill with, but not of mucli . use to climb 
the mountain. Their wills, like Aha:b's, are strong in 
the direCtion of evil. They can make 'great speed down­
ward~ but seem to have no energy whatever'oo tu,rn theil' 
souls toward God. '_ 
"hus I could touch yau at every ,point; and show you 

from the Word of .. God that "the carnal m'ind - in all its 
attributes - is enmity against God. for it is not 'subject 
to the law of God neither -indeed, can be". I wonder how 
many. there are who coming into' this hous'e without 
Ohrist are ready· to acknowledge -the accuracy of the great 
Physician's judgment hi this matter. As I ·have seen some­
times When a doctor· has been caIled,in and he !has gone 
over the patient and he stands there 'saying nothing: the 
patient.Iooks up and very weakly says, "Doctor, I am 'very 
'ill." And he 'says, "Yes, you are." Oan you ·say that? 
When the W. ord of the Lord ihas just 1Jhrown a flood of' 

· light upon you, can 'You say, "Lord Jesus, I am.a s'inner; 
there is 'no doubt about it at all; I know tlhe plague 'of 
my own heart"? If there is' anyone here this evening 

· like th'at, I want to tell you how to be healed·: I want to . , 
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'tell you of a great Physician Who can ··give you a new 
, 'hea,rt, cB;n quicken your conscience· and enfranchise your 

will; Who can renew you in the. spirit of your mind; 
· W'h~ can make you a new creat.ure and give you a new 
life from Himself. 

Now that is my business ',this evening, - to tell you 
HOW TO BE HEALE'D. Will you from this moment 
make it your bU'siness, just to' know how' to be healed? 

I. 
Thi·s woman, then, knew -tlhepla,gue of .her own heart; J 

and SHE VAINLY ,SOUGHT FOR HEALING. She had 
spent all her living upon' many physicians; and was noth-' 
ing bettered, but rather gl'ew worse. Shehad:known that 
she was ·sick for a long time, and for a long time 'she had .. 

· been seeking 'healing; but she hadl been seeking it in the 
wron~ place. . 

It may be there are some here this evening just like 
that. This i-s.no new ·story .. You f.irst heard about this 
matter perhaps twenty-fiv~ years ,ago: you. have known 
for a quarter of a century that you were ill; bu t you are 
not healed. Through all those years, perhaps, some of you 

· have ibeen seeking healing; and the net result of it all is 
that you are n.othing bettered, 'but rather worse. Ho~ 
many. people there are li"ke that in the spiritual realm; -
going here and there and everywhere, 'hoping t.o find some 
relief, some.religious cure, something that will transform 
their lives; and. yet tlbey fail to obtain healing-! 

It would be interesting "if, the~ complete story had been 
written: it woulc;l be interesting to know something about 
the doctors Whom she had consulted, about their theories .' 

- of med·icine, about their methods of healing. But whoever . 
they were, whatever their riurth~ds, 1Jhey had all failed. 
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I 'v~ture to suggest to you some of the dOctors whom 
some people consult: -' 

There is one, I will call him, Dr. Good Resolution. When 
a man ·knows that he is ·sick, he consults Oood Resolutioll ; 
and he says, "It is· all iIi the will. Just ·make up your 
mind. 'lbe New Year is coming, you form" Ii resolution. 
'P~y the ·man. Write it down in a book. Resolve every day 
that you will live up to that resolution: and you will soon 
be well." And some people have tried it; but are nothing 
bettered, but rather worse. There are some things.in the 
moral realm, that do not yield to -the strongest will 'in the 
world. He was a great master Who, was knoWIl as· Paul, 
the Apostle to 1Jhe Gentil~. He fearlessly faced the wrath 
of kings; but"he said that tJhere was something within 
him that was a match for all his powers. He said~ '''When 
I would do good, - when !J bring all the strength of my 
mighty will to bear upon this business - When I would 
do good, evil is present with tile." And at last after many 
a vain struggle, he said, "0 wretc'hed man that I am !who 
shall deliver me .from the body of this death ?' .. Li'ke a man 
who was chained ·to a dead body, being drag'ged down 
intO. the pit of corruption; 'he discovered that 'he had no 
power within himself to make h'i~self well. 

'There is another doctor': what shall I call him? - Dr. 
. ldemist. He has one prescription. for everybody. We are 

to be saved by directing our thought toward some lofiy 
ideal. He is fond of preaChing._the doctrine of- salvation 
by C'haracter. And. if you go to 'him, he will tell you about 
Jesus: he really will. For this doctor is a preacher. He 
preaches, :...- in fact he preaches more than 'he practi-ses, 
to be perfectly frank; but he is fond of preaching Christ; 
and when people haye heard .'him they come away, and 
they say, "Isn't ~at ma'gnificent? I heard the gospel 
to-day." "Did you? What did you hear?" "I heard about 
no one but Jesus. I heard him preach'-Jesus all the "time; 
and he appealed tQ u's to follow Jesus. He declared that 
He was the greatest example the world·1had ever seen: 
and if only we would seek to pattern our lives after Him, 
we slhould ibe, the kind of men and the kind of women God 
wanted us to be." And 'all the time there is the plague 
of the ·heart untouched. Jesus as 'an ideal: Jesus as an 
example, alone, will never s'ave 'anybod·Y. Jesus is in­
finitely more than t~t; and -the ~O!lt dangerous man in 
the world is ·t!h,e man who, wh'i1e preaching n'O positive 
error, pre~ches half the truth, and calls himself an evan-

. gelist: while setting before men nothing more than an 
ideal. We cannot follow the ideal; we cannot walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus; we cannot go with him into ·thegar­
den, and up ·to the cross; a~d live the' life he lived, doing 

\ the will of God from the heart; until this same Jesus has. 
done something with. our 'hearts. 0, there is the weak~ 
ness of it! 

- . There is another Doctor: what shall I call !him? -
Dr. Ecclesiast. He is 'a great cl1urchman. He believes that 
's'alvation comes by religious ceremony. Sometimes he 
sends his patients to the ROman Catholic Church. He says, 
"If you do what the priest tells you, you, will be all right" 
Sometimes he sends them to the ~nglican Church, and 

_ he tells ··them that if they say their prayers, and, go to. 
church regularly, they will find, that they will gradually 
get better. Sometimes he sends them to'a P~esbrlerian 
or a MethOdist church; and· he recommends them 'to' join" 
the c'h.urc~: it will do them good. He says, "What you 
really need is' a c'hange. You need a change 'Of environ­
ment. Put yourself in the right company, join the church, 
get among Christi'an people; and you will find that gradu-, 

ally tha~ trouble within will ·subside; and you will get 
-better and better all the time. That is the proper place 
to :be. That is a·fine heath resort, yonder church; and 
you join it." And someth:pes 'hesenda them to a Baptist 
church; 'and he says, "If you just be. baptized', you will 
be- all right." .sometimes he recommends immersion, 
rather than sprinkling, you know. Any thing in the 
world as a half measure: anything in the world to keep 
'men baCk from ·Christ. But salvation of the soul is not 
in the church, my friend. You will not find it there. The 
Church has 'its place: it is a divine institution, provided' 
it is patterned after the Book. lIt is a 'place where all re­
generated people ought to find fenow~hip, but t.pe:re is 
no church in the world that is a sU'bstitute for Jesus; 
and you will never be saved here, 'Or hereafter, on the 
ground of relationship to a churc'h. 

There is 'another doctor: I hardly know what to call 
him. Shall I call him, just for t'he sake of simplicity, and 
clearness ~ Dr. Mental Supremacy? He says, ''You are 
all rllght, if. you only think correctly." He' has all kinds' 
of medicine. Sometimes it is Theosophy, sometimes it is 
New Thought, sometimes it is ,Ch·ristian Science: he sug-
gests all kinds of' things; but his theory is that the man 
has within himself the power to make.himself wha:tdod 
would have him to be, and that the mind can dominate 
the man, and that the man himself, - paradoxical as -it 
'may seem - can dominate the mind·. . 

But I would remind you that all these 'are quack doc­
-tors; and their remedies are a failure. They can save 
nobody. And When you have ·had· years ,and years of 
~erience, ju.st going from one to the other. you will 
find yourself in the end, just Uke this poor woman, no1!h- . 
ing better~d, but rather whrse. Your money is gone, and 
years 'have ·passed; still the plague of the heart remains. 

II. . -
But here is a better sto·ry! She came in the crowd ,be­

hind Hi·m Where ,He could not see her, as she thought; 
and watching. her opportunity, she just put her hand 
between the:. jostling people: for she had said, "If I may 
but touch 'his garment, Ish'all ·be whole. I have found the 
right Physician 'at last. I have come into the presence 
of One Who can succeed where 'all others ·have failed. 
There is healing with'in .reach for me at last: if I can only 
just touch: Him, I shall be healed." And somehow or an­
other, she managed just to touch His garment; and she 
said, "It is done: I am whole. I knew 'I should be. The 
struggle is over; and f am healed." -

WHY D~D .sHE TOUCH HIM? HOW DID SHE 
TOUCH aIM,? That is the great question. I want you 
to toucll Him to-nilght, my friend. I will tell y6u why she 
touched Him. She conceived of H~m a'S :being a Fountain 
ollile tmd 01 heming. She knew Who Jesus was: she knew 
that He was very muC'h more than an ord·inary man: she 
knew that wit'hin that wondrous personality there were 
latent powers tl\'at WGuid flow instantly to the. touch of 
need: an:d that 'she would be whole" It wa's what she had 
heard about Jesus, that led ·her to touch Him. She hear~ 
of Jesus: Mark 'tells us ·that she 'heard of Jesus·; and· she 
deliberately came where He. was, pushed. her way into 
the crQwd, and through 'the crowd, to tJte centre of the 
.crowd, in.oroer·thatshe might touCh Him. 

Does it make any difference what we'say about Jesus? 
There are People Who;-wonder !hat some' of us contend 
for COITect opinion. They say salvation is not in a creed: 
it does not make any d:ifferenee what you believe. It 

,-



/ 

4 '(628) THE GOSPEL 'WITNESs anc,l ;R.OTESTANT ADVOCATE January 17, 1957 

'made.a tremendous difference to this woman. If some-· Iby him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
"body had not beHeved that Jesus could heal 1ier,.h~ never that Me in earth, visi'bleand invisible, Whether they be 
would ~ave told,her about Jesus: And if she had not. be- thrones, or dominions, or 'principalities, or powers: all 
lieved tllat He was-'II!O,re tlilina man,' that He- was the· things wer,e created by 'him, and for him: and he 'is be-
great 'prophet of whom all the other prophets had spoken;' fore all things, and by'him all things'consist." . 
if S'he had not had a clear conception of Who ,aDd Wh'at . . . ' 

.... 

Jesus was, 'she never would have come -too touch ,Him. It, The phYS'lCla~ tells you that perhaps an electrical treat-
does make a difference, my friend, what people believe' ment. would do ~o~ ,good: t~at is one o~ ,th~ e}.e~ents of' 
abou~ Jesu~; because you and I ',have a- -plague that can' nature. An,other d~~overy. 1S~ made, ~1C'h Is.sal~ t~ be 
never be 'healed apart from divine power. And 'if Jesus is f~r, a partl~ul~r du~eas~: It IS n?t a~ 'invention, It I'S ,a 
not God; there is no belp for us: if He who is in our dlSCOVe!y:' 1t ~s somethmg that 1S there; and able ,men. 
,presence this .evening, i's only a man, _ well then; of a!ter, long. eJriperience: ha~e discovered: its healing quaH­
,course. He is not here. If Jesus' be only a figure of hIs- tle~; and so 'they bnnlg ~t:forth and 'put it at'the dis­
tory, an ancient ideal, Whatever may be s'aid of His teach- posal of men who gather It all up, -'- an the recuperative 
ing, ~ cannot touch Him; 'I cannot get ,at Him' I cannot .powers of nature; ,that power that -comes up through the 
come into eontact with Him' I cannot, receiv~ into this' trunk of the tree and out to the tiniest twig, and throws 
wa,sted life of mine-the' 'rej~~e9ating powers of Deity,of~ the' dead }eaves, and pt~eritly .clothes the tree with 
that'will ma'ke me, young and' strong and well again. She fohage an~ With bloom and' \ylth fruit. 

,conceived of Jesus' as .'One Who hada-sur-plus of life,' a "Ail these 'PGwers, whence come they? He, of Whom I 
',surplus pf healing virtue. He was the very Fountain' of . spe~k, "is !before all things, 'and by h'im aU things con-

. l;fe., ' ,_ ".., sist." All the power of 'the springtime, all the energy 
You know when 'somebody i's sick, tlie doctors'ays, "Thl~ of 'all the Niagaras, all the vitality that Clothes the earth' 

person has lost 'so much 'blood, or the !blood is of such a with beauty and with fruitfulness, all the light' that' 
poor' qO'ality, that there is no chance whatever that he 'shines, from the farthest star, -'''He' is before all things, 
will be able to fight off this, disease; unless we can find and !by hiom all things consist." Would you not like to 

, some one abounding in health, with a pure blood stream, ,have all the powers of the' universe at tJhe command of 
who is ready to give of his' life th'at this one may live.' fai1Jh, that they would flow to the, touch of a needy 'soul? 
Then ,we will have a.'transtusion of Ihlood. and we will 'That is what the gospel is' for. Deity wrapped Him-self 
take ,'some ,of thi-s man"s surplus health an'd, we 'Will re- in human flesh; and ','we beheld"hisglory, the glory ,a's 
inforce this perishing b~dy." of the only ,begotten, of' the FatJher, full, of grace and' 

Now this woman, I do not know how ,she got the con­
ception; but somehow or 'another she, knew that Jesus' 
had health enouogh, and str~ngth enough, that He had 
:vitality enough to spare some for her; and she said, "If 
I can only touch Him, 'ana I can receive a transfusion of 
Hi-s' health into, tbi-s wasting Ibody' of mine, I shall be 

. whole." 

Well, I want :to tell you that Jesus' ;Christ lives. He is 
not dead. "I am he -that liveth, 'and' was dead;, and, be­
hold, I am alive for evermore.'" He is, just as truly alive 

_ , to-day as He ,was then; and He 'is neater to us than He 
-,was then. It i's bles'sedly true, as Whittier says -

"The hea,Iing of His seamless drells, . ' 
Is by our !beds of pain; . 

.We toueh Him i~ life's ~rong and press; 
And we are whole again." , 

..: \. .. 
But the' wonder to me i's th,a't 1lhis woman should .. have 

known' tlIat all the resources.- latent 'within .the 'person­
ality of' Jesus were at the disposal, and' at the command 
'of ne'edy men and women;' that He ·was benevolently dis­
posed toward those Who needed Him. She had spent "all 

, ber living; and she could not pay a doctor's bill any more. 
,It was no use recommending to her a great physician, if 

, he was "going to 'send her a great bill; because slie said, 
\ "I 'ha:ve no,t;hing Jeft to pay; I am banIcrupt. My' hands 

are' empty, and ,my strength is failing." But the ,wonder 
of it wasthat'She had discovered that this Physician was 
'1'ead,rto hedl her, without ~aney and 'without ·price. . 

. . I wish I h~d' time this evening 'to try and draw ~ pic­
ture of Jesus 'as the God-man, as "the image ,of the in~ 
visible God, the firstborn 'of everY creature." But I just 

, remind you of this': "In hini dweIIetJh all the fulness of 
the Godhelid,bodjlY." "AD things:were made by him; and 
without Mm wa:S not any thing made that is made.~' "For 

truth." He took the little children in His arms, and put 
the arms of Deity about the little ones'; ,and they: were 
not afraid; He came to the ,reeking leper: and he 'said 
"I.will; be thou clean;" and, He touched him, without pol~ 
lution 'to Himself, and he was healed: He banished dis­
ease, and commanded death "to flee. , And when they said, 
~'Lord, sho'W us' the Father, i,th~ invisible One, the Author, 

,and Creator of all thin'gs; I wi-s'h I knew what God is 
like;" this tender, 'compa'ssionate 'Saviour said, "He that 
hath seen me hath 'seen the Fa'ther:' 

"If I maY·,~t.'touch',his:igarments; I shall be ,Whole." 
Wh'at was the essefice 0'1 it all?' It' was simply this: IT 
WAlS A TRJUE UNIDIDRSTANDING OF JESUS WHICH 
LED HER TO TOUCH IUM. That is faith, -' Mark it! 
Some 'g.reat preacher 'said. in Toronto ,a little while~ ago 
th'at, "Faith waS a 'great adventure, the spirit of adven­
ture in -the soul." But he who trusts God ventures noth­
ing: 'he who w.sts God knows that he put hi's feet upon 
the, rock of Truth. This woman did "not say, "If I but 
touch !bi-s garments; it wiIIhelp ,me. I S'hall at leas-t~have 
the satisfaction of having 'done my best, and of trying' 
everything ~thin reach." She did not say that; but ,she 
~ad' such a. clear understanding ot JesO's th'at she said, 
"If I can only 'touch him :-, that is all, I Will say no 'word 

,to Him. I need not, tell Him: what is the matter' - if 
only 1!his wasted frame can come into contact with the 
Iivi~g God, I shall De whole." And she touC'hed Him, 'and 
was made whole. ", 

I 'Yant to ask you this evening what you 'know 81b~ut 
Christ. Who is He?'ls it true "that Christ died for our 
iSins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried' 
and 1!h'at he '~se aga,in the third, day according to 'th~ 
scriptureS"? Is' it true, that He ascended into heaven' 
and th~t He sent ~is Holy Spirit ,to be His representativ~ 
here, to interpret Him, to "reprove the world of sin and 
.of rig!bteousneS'8, and of judgment," to communicat~ His 
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resurrection life to mEm?·You have but to ,touch' him, my . fess me before men, 'him will' I confess also before my 
friend; and you shall be whole. Father' which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me 

I heard Dr. Jowett preach some years ago.: He was not .before men, him will I 'also deny before mY. Fatiier 'which 
preaching 'from t!hi·s subject; but he used i'tas a:n ilIustra-' 'is,in heaven." . ' . 

. tion. He described the woman coming through the crowd Have you touched Him? How many men and women are 
to touch Jesus; and then he s'aid·, "But some of.YoU will t!here here·;thi·s evening whose hearts have responded to 
'Say, 'How can I touch Him now? Ida 110t know how to the simple gospel ; and you have sai,d, - you have been 
touch Him.'''· He paused, and he s'aid;-"Tell Him you do s'aying even a'S I have' been 'speaking of Jesus, "It is all 
nQt know how; -that will touch Him." Oh, it will, if you,r true, sir;· I know Him. I touched Him; and 'He did 'all 
heart goes out after Him, if you know'the plague of that for me. Life' h·as been different since 1 touched 
your own heart and life, and have come to see that none Hi,m; and I know that He is' my' ,Saviour, but I am' so 
but Jesu's can do helpless sinners .good. If you touclh Him, . timid. I have never told anybody about it. I have never 
you shall he saved: His ri'ghteousness' will be imputed made ,any ·public 'acknowledgment of my indebtedness to 
to you; your 'sins will be washed away; your O'bligation Jesus Christ.' I know I am redeemed by His blood, and 
to the law cancelled·; His resurrection life will be com- saved and 'kept ':by .the power of His resurrection 'life; 
municated to you by' the power of the Holy Ghost; you but I have never told any.bodY." Will you tell it to-night? . 
'Shall come into living touch with ,God Himself. wili you Will you confess it tonight? Will you come from our hid: 
touch Him? Will- you touch Him now? May your heart ing'place, to-night, and, befo·re 'all the people say, "I, too, 
go out after Jesus! Will you 'say in His' pre~nce, "Lora have Il'eceived healing from Jesus: Ch:rist." I do not ask 
Jesus, I do touch thee. If '1 may but touch His garment, you if yoil are a church memher, -' whether you are. a 
I shall be whole"? ' .member of this church, or 'some other church. One)great 

·But all this 'happened in secret, until Jesus turned, and ' ques~ion I ~sk you .is, Have you touched. Jesus? .~ave rou 
He 'Said to His disciples, "Who touclhed me?" And the receIved HIS sal~atIon? Are yo~ .a new Cl"eatu-re m C:hrIst? 
people round about Him 'said, "Not I! Not I!" Theyall n:o you lo~ow HIm,.'as your SaVIour? If you d~, wIll you 
denied having touched Him; hut'He said, ",Spmebody'hath co.nfess HIm? If you have n~ver confessed HIm before,. 
touched ·me." Hisdi'Sci·plessaid, "Master, the multitude wIll you co~e ·a~d confess HIm now? Pe~aps, ~ve.n as· I 
t!hrong thee and- press. thee, and 'sayest thou Who touched ..... hR;ve been speaking, you have touche~ HIm; .per~aps the 
me? And· Jesus said, -Somebody 'hat!h touched me. I know mIr~cle h!s.occurred. We,h~ve seep 1t, even lD thIS place. 
others have jostled Me, have touched Me pliysicaIIy, but WhIle the sermon. was Ib,emg preached, somebody h~s· 
somebody touched me in 'a different way .. ·.somebody touched Jesus, and· has been ma~e Whole. Therefore, wIll 
touched' ,Me in faith, for I perceive that virtue .is gone you come forward, and confess HIm? 
out of m~. ~o,~ne can ever touch Me like .that, wit'hout She was made to confess Him for the confirm:o.tion.of 
My knowmg It. . her own fO,ith; for when she came, Jesus said, "Daughter 

Blessed beGo&! Of all the millions on. earth who :bow be of good comfort: thy faith hath made 'thee Whole." 
and pray and 'go through forms of worshi·p, the moment I am sure there was an accession of Peace an'd joy she did 
a soul tru;sts Jesus, He says, "Yonder, somebody hath not know Ibefore. rShe had p'hysical heaIi~g, after she 

. touched me; ~or I perceive that virtue is gone out of heard the voice of Jesus, after He had· ·spoken directly to 
me." . her; 'and 'I am 'Sure s'he went away with'a new gladness 

III. 

And still it wa's a secret matter';,.but the woman, when 
she saw that she was not hid, ca,ne and, treJn!bling, fell 
down before Him; and told why she had' touched Him; 
and ·how: she had been immed.iately healed. She· -told Him, 
in ·the presence of all the ·people, all t!he truth. 

in her heart. And was it not due to thOse' about to know 
that she had been healed? Was it not due to Him ·that He 

'should be' glorified for t!he Work He had done in her? 
And will you not sa:y to-night, "I want tp .touCh Him 1" 
WILL YOU CONF·ESS HI:I\{ NOW? 

Do you know what is the' prevailing sin of to-day, to 
which the ·Christian Church is ·so terribly subject? It is 
the sin of not confessing Christ. There is an epidemic 
of dumbness; and there are multitudes of people to-day 
Who want to come througlh. the press and touch Jesus and .. 
get the .bles'sing ·and· 'hide it away in their heart-s, and 

. tell n~body about i~. 
I. would like to· spend 'a minute or two ~ and·: I have 

done - on this last 'g,reat truth. of t!he text, that THE 
LORD JESUS OOMPELLED CONFE:SSION. She got 

- the bIessin'g; she was' really healed; and she was just 
going to run away and· not let anybody ,know it, until 
Jesus spoke. And when she saw that she could not :be ' 
hid, 'she came and falling down before Him, and before' 
all the people· she told Him all ·the trut!h,· Somebody says, 

~. i'Why do you ask people to confess OhrIst openly? what 
'Script1}re have you got for that?" Why, the' whole' teach­
ing .of -the New Testament. Did I not read to you- to­
night that Jesus said, "Whosoever ~erefore shall con-

REMEMBER THE SEMINARY IN YOUR WILL 

We suggest that our friends should remember 
Toronto Baptist.Semi~ary in their wills. The proper 
form ,for this 'is: "I gi~e, devise and bequeath 
the sum' of __________ . __ :..~ __ to Toronto Baptist 

Seminary, ll7 Jarvis St~eet, Toronto 2, Canada, 
assoc;iated with Jarvis St.- Baptist· Ghurch." . We . 
are laying foundations for the future, and we are ' 

. , determilled to :make it as impossible as it is within 
. human power to do, 'tl1d not one dolla~ given to 
Toronto 'Baptist Seminary shall be used for anything 
but the' propagation of the go.spel. No amount 
would' be too large, and certainly no amount would . 
be too small.: We earnestly solicit the gifts of those· . 
who believe in ministerial and missionarY edu~tion. 
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~~--~----~~--~~----------------~--------------~ 
THE WEEK.END SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET. GOOD NEWS FROM FRANCE. 

- "ETE'RNAL SECURITY" was the sU'bject of Dr, Mr. Etienne Huser, assistant to Rev. F. Buhler in Mul· 
Slade's'mGrning message in Jarvis Street Church on .sun· 'hoU'se, F.rance, writes as' fonows'conc~rn'ing the Lord's 
day, J·anuary·13fu. The Scripture Reading, that lovely wotk in th~t place: 
passage in Romans 8: 31.39, brought Ihome to the ·hearts "The building of our new ch;urch is rapidly progressing,' 
of the people the strong foundation for our hope in The .weather has been exceptionally favourable, so that 
Christ. The text was John 10:27, 28: "My sheep hear in spite of a long delay, due to the slow delivery of the 
my voice, and l know them, and ·theY follow'me: And I floor beams, the roof will be ·put ron next week. We can 
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, truly say that "·T·he Lord has Pl'ovided" in a marvellous 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my 'hand." Thls way. , 

- meS'Sage 's'peaks so emphatically of the Lord's keeping "A week ago last Sunday we -had a very impressive 
power and the safety of the believer. Who can separatebapti'smal service. Among the Ithree who 'gave a public 
us from the F'ather and 'from ·the Lord .Jesus Christ? confession of their faUh was 'a former Roman 'Catholic 
Life is a rgift, a gift from God. We do not have eternal couple, who have looked for the truth' in almost every 
life b~ nature, b~t Ch!ist came ~ announce and to : be., reJiogious circle, until they l!teard the Gospel last year at 
stow hfe.. T~at h~e~ gIv.en as ,a gIft to ~ose Who beheve \ evangelistic m~ings .held in our c~urch. Their zeal is .. 
upon ChrIst, IS a dIvme hfe, a 'Powerful hfe and an eternal such that it puts many older :·Christians to shame. 
life. ,:'Nothing under ~eaven c~n fully satisfy. a .hu~n "Last year the church here in Mulhou~e had 'her 100tll 
soul. Four persons responded Joyfully, to the InVItatIon. annivers'ary; the event will be celebrated with the open. 

In the evening Dr .. 'Slade preached. a winning and - a ing ofthe new bu'ilding.· . 
challenging message'on that famous and interesting' love "The g.reat need of our Associartion is for Christian 
story, the story Of Ruth, the Moabitess, who.se life illus- workers. Several of our churc'hes are now orp'haned; and 
trates the sovereign Pllrpose of GOt! in the lives of people we earnestly pray the Lord of the harvest to send out 
and ~f nations. Ruth made 'a momentous deci!Jion (Ruth labourers -into ··the need~ fields of Fra~ce and Switzer~ 
-1 : 16, 17), when s'he determined to follow the Lord. to land. Our church is temporarily assuming the charge of 
choose Him, and to choose His people. "God's people are the two neighbouring churChes of Monteliard and Valen. 
not perfect yet, but ·they· are the best people on ~arth." tigney, Whicli means quite an extra .6ad, but the Lord's 
That decision resulted in joy to her own heart, 1D her grace' is sulficient also for this new need. 
unlon with Boaz and in bles'sing to po~teritr.,· sint'e she . "Doris (Mrs. Huser, nee"Orrett) and the ehil(!ren a~e 
b~me t'h~ !lncestress of our Lord. W,e, too, ~ust face a well.' Eliane (their daughter, two and a .half· years of 
SImIlar crISIS; !he Lord calls upon us to d~Ide for the age) is taking much 'Plea'sure in 'hearing Biblelrtories and 
Lord Jesus ChrIst. learning Bi'ble verses and. choruses~ She alreadY has 
. Many visitorsaUended the services on Sunday, and the "witnessed" to a neighbourhy reciting to him with much 
whole day was' one of great blessing. The Lord was emphasis Romans:6:23. He did not know what to -think 
pleased to ·presence Himself with His 'people in a marked or s'ay, :but ·he heard through the lips ,of a child the mes~ 
way. ' sage of salvation. . 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH CALENDAR 

SUNDAY 
9.415 Bi·ble -School fo.r. evel'Y1body, from .gran.dfathe~ 

to the baby! 
11.00 
4.30 
5.55 
6.00· 
7.00 

Morning Service. 
Afternoon Class. 
Young People's Bible Fellowship Hour. 
Prayer SerVice in Greenway Chapel. 
Regular evening service. 

TUE·SDAY . 
. - 8.00 . Departmental Conferences of the Bible School. 

- followed by· the teaching of the le!!son at 8.45. 

THURSDAY 
2.80 . Senior Dorcas Sewing Meetirlg. 

.5:80 Junior Dorcas Sewing· Meeting. 
8.00 Bible Lecture by D~. H. C. Slade. 

FRIDA;y' 
,7.00 and 8.15-Junior.and Senior choir practices. 
7.00 Friday Night Round~Up for boys and girls. 

SATURDAY 
8.00- Great Weekly Prayer Service in·.Greenway Hall. 

"Wirth affectio~ate regards to the Seminary and -Church 
Family, . 

Yours gratefully in Him, 
I .Etienne Huser and Family 

. ~ 
GOD. SPAKE 

Authoritativeness of ·the Bible. The Word of God brea'ks 
upon you as a voice from :heaven. Five hundred times 
i~ 11be Pentateudi 'it prefaces or <;oncludes its . declara· 
tions with .. the sublime assertion, "The Lord ~aid," or, 

,''The Lo,rdspake." Trhret'" hundred times alga~n in the 
foHowing b09kS it does tlte same, and in trQeprophetical 
twelve hundred, times again .with 'Such ex;pre~ions as:· 
"Hear the wozil of the Lord," or, "Thus saith :the Lord." 
or, "The mouth of the Lord hath 'spoken it." It cl1allenges­
the will ~f 'everY soul that :ever lived with its stu·pendous 
claim: "'God spake these words, 'and '~id}' No other bOGk­
dares thus to ,address itself' to the universal conscience. 

-Ganon Dy~n Hague 

THE DEVIL'S MASTER. 
A poor 'besotted drunkard tried, aga'in and again to. get 

free. Friends tried to help him, but every time the piti. 
a:ble victim failed. The'n . he wa's converted; and soon . 
t.'here was a wonderful change. One o'f his mates said., "So 
you've got the .mastery of. the Devil at . last?" "No," he 
answered, "but I've ·got th~ MASTER OF THE DEVlL.'~ 

, 
I 
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OBSTACLES fO SOOL-WINNIN.G 
A Lecture to His students 

By Rev: Charles' H. Spurgeon 

THERE are many obstacles t'h~t lie in our path as we 
seek to win souls for Christ, and I cannot attempt 

to make a complete catalogue of them; hut first, and one 
of the most difficult is; dou·btless, the iridifference and 
lethargy of sinners. All men are not alike iQd'ifferent; in 
fact, there are some persons who seem to 'have a religious 
instinct, whiC'h i'nfluences them for good, long before they 
have any real love to spiritual Vhings. But there a.re 
districts, especially rural d·istricts. where indifference· 
prevails; and Vhe same 'state of things exists in various 
parts of London. It is not infidelity; the 'people do not 
care. enoug·h about religion to oppose it. They a.re not 
concerned as to what you preach, or where you preach, 
for they have no 'interest w'hatever in the matter. They 
have no thouglht of God; they care nothing about Him, 
or His servi.ce, they only use His name in profanity ... 

Now, whenever you meet with indifference,. as you ma~' 
. do, my dear brother, in the pJ.ace where you ·go to preach. 
-indifference affecting your own ·people, and· even your 
own deacot:J.s seeming to be tinged with it, - what' are 
you to do? Well, your only 'hopeof overcoming it is to be 
doubly in 'earnest yourself. Keep your own zeal all alive, 
let it be even 'vehement, burnin'g, blazing, all-consumin:g. 
Stir the people up somehow; and if all your earnestness 
seems to be in rain, still blaze and hurn; and if that. has 
no effect upon your hearers, go' elsewhere, as the Lord 
may dil"ect you. This indifference or lethargy, that pos­
sesses the minds of some men, is likely to have an evil 
influence upon op.r preaching; but we must strive and 
struggle against it, and try to wake both ourselves and 
our hearers up. I would, rather have a man an earnest, 
intense opposer of the gospel than have him careless and 
i'hdifferent. You cannot do much with a man if he will 
not speak about religion. or wiII not come to hear what 
you have to s'ay concerning the thing·s of God. You might 
as well 'have him a downright infidel, like a ver.y levia­
than covered with scales' of blasphemy, as to have 'him 
a mere earthworm wri~gling out of reach. 

Another very g,reat oJ>stacle to soul-winning is unbelief. 
You know that 'it is written of the Lord JesuR w'hen in 
"His own country" that "He did not many mighty wor!<s 
there because of their unbelief." 'This evil exists in all 
unregenerate hearts, .but in some men it takes a very 
pronounced form. They do think about reIi'gion, but they 
do n6t helieve in the truth of God w'hic'h we preach' to 
them. Their opinion is to them ,more wei'ghty, more worthy 
of belief. than God's inspired declarations; they will not. 
accept anything that is revealed in the Scriptures. Thesl:' 
people are very hard to influence; but I would warn you 
not to figlht them with Vheir own weapons. I do not ;be­
lieve .that infidels are ever won by argument; .or, i{ so, 
it very seldom happens. The argument that convinces 
men of the reality of religion is that which they gather 
from the holiness and' earnestness O'f those who profess 
to be Christ's followers. As a rule, they b'arricade their 
minds against the' assaults of reason; and if we give our 
pulpits over to· arguing with them, we shall often he 

, doing more harm than good. 

I believe that you will 1;out unbelief by your faith • 
rather than by your reason; by your belief;' and you·r 
'acting up to you,r conviction of the truth, you will do 
more good than by any argument, 'however strong it 
may be. ['tner.e is a friend who sits to hear me generally 
every Sabbath. "What do you, think?" he said to' me one 
day, "you are my only link with better things; but you 
ar~ an 'awful man in my· estimation, for you have not the 
slightest sympathy with me.". I I'Cplied., i'No, I have not; 
or rather, I 'have not the least syin'pathy with your un­
belief." "Xhat makes me cling ·to you, ior I fear that 
I s'hall always remain as I am; but w'hen .... l see your calm 
faith, and- 'perceive how GOd blesses you in exercising it, 
and .know what you accomplish t'hrough the power of that 
fa'ith, I say to myself, 'Jack, you are a fooL'" I said to' 
him, "You are qpite .rig1!t in that yerdict; an'd the sooner 
you come to my way of thinking, the better, for nobody 
can be a bigger fool than the inan' who does not be1iev~ 
in God." One of these days I expect to see him con­
verted; t!here 'is a continual battle 'between liS, but I. 
never answer one of his arg·uments. I 's'aid to him once. 
"If you believe that I am a liar, you are free to think so ' 
if you like; .but I testify what I do 'knO'w, and state what 
I have seen, and tasted, and haniUed, and felt, and you 
ouglht to believe· my testimony, .for I have n<! possible 
object to serve in deceiving you." That m~n would have 
beaten me long ago 'if I .~ad fi,red at ·him with the paper' 
pellets of reason. So, I advise you to fight unbelief with 
belief, falsehood with truth, and never to cut and pa·re 
down the 'gospel to try to make it fit in with the follies 
and fancies of men. 

A third ob:~tacle in the way of winning souls is that 
fatal dela1! whic'h m'en so often make. I do not know 
whether this evil is ;not on the whole more widespread 
and mischievous than the indifference and unbelief 'of 
which I have s·poken. Many a man says to us what Felix 

, said to Paul, "Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee." Such 'an individual 
gets into the border country, ·he seems to be within a 
few steps of Emmanuel's land,' and yet he parries our 
home-thrusts, a~d puts us off by 'saying, "Yes, I will 
think the matter over, it shall not ,be long before I de­
cide." There i·s .... nothing like pressing men for 'a speedy 
decision, and getUng them to 'settle at once this ·all. 
important ·question. Never mind if they do find fault \ 
with you·r teaching; it is always rig·ht to preach what 

. God· says, ~nd His word is, "Behold, now is the accepted' 
time; behold, nO'w is the day of salvation." 

'This ·Ieads me to mention another obstacle to soul­
winning, Whidh i's t'he same thing in 'another form', viz .. 
carnal security. Many men fancy that they,are quite s·afe;. 
they have not really tested- the foundation on which they 
are building, to see that it is sound and f'ir:m~ hut they 
suppose that all is well'. If they are not good Christians" 
they can 'at, -least say that they are rather better than 
some who are Christians, O'r Who call themselves by that 
name; and, if there is . anything lacking in- t'heJ,Jl, they 
can at any time put on the finishing touch, and make 
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.themselves fit for God's presence. Thus' they have no 
fear; or, if they do fear 'at ail, they do not iive in con- . 
stant dread of that eternal desU.uction f.rom the presence 
.of the Lord, and from the glory of His power, which will 
certainly be their portion unless they repent, and believe 
in the Lord Jesus Ch.rist.- Against these people wI,! ought 
to thunder day and night. Let us plainly proclaim to them 
that the unbelievi~g sinner "i-s condemned· already", ~nd 
that he is certain to perish everlastingly if !he does not 
trust in Christ. We ou'ght so to preach as to make every 
sinner tremble in Ms 'seat; and if he will not come to 
.the Saviour, he ought at least to have a hard time of it 
while', he stops 'away from Him. 1 am afraid that we 
sometjmes . preac~ 'smooth things, too soothing and 'agree­
able, and that we,do not set before men their real danger 
'as we should. If we 'shun in this respect to declare all 
the counsel of 'God, part at least of their rU'in will lie . at . 
our door~ 

Another obstacle to soul-winning is despair: The pen­
dulum swings first'one way and then the other; and the 
man who yesterday had no fear, to-day has no hope. There 
are thousands who have heard the 'gospel, and yet live 
in ~ 'kind o·f· despair of its power being ever exerted 
upOn them.' PerhaPS they 'have !been brought up among 
people 'who taught them th'at the work of salvation was 
sotnething of God altogether 'apan from th~ sinner; and 
:so they 'say that, if they are to be saved, 'they will be 
saved. You know that'this teaching contains a great 
truth, and yet, if it i,s left by itself, without qualifica­
tion, it "is a horrible false'hood .. It 'is fatalism, 'not pre­
destination, th'at makes' men talk as if there is I).othing 
whatever' for them' to do, o'r t'hat there is' nothing :that 
they can do. There 1s no likelihood of anyone being sayed 
while he gives you this as his' orily hope, "If salvation 'is 

. for ,me, it ,will come to me in due time." You may .meet 
with pe6ple who talk ,thus; and when you 'have :said' al1 
you can; t'h.ey will remain' as 'if they were eased, in ,steel; 
with no 'sense of responsibility, bec~use there is no hope 
awakened, 'in their 'spirit. 'Oh, if they would hut 'hope 
that t'hey might receive mercy by askin'g for it, and so 
be led to cast their guilty souls upon .'Christ, what a bless­
ing it- would be! Let us' preach full and free salvation 
to all Who' trust ,in Jesus, 1!!0 that w~ may, if Possible, 
reach these "people. . If the :carnally secure should,!be 
tempted to. presume, 'some who are quietly despairing may 
pluck up heart, and hope, 'and may veriture to come -to 
Christ. ' 

No doubt a great obstacle to soul-winnhlg is the love 
of sin. "Sin'lieth at the door'-'; There are, ·many men wlio 
never 'get saved, because of 'secret IU,at; it may be that they 
are'living in fornication.,. .. _ .. / 

There 'are some men w'hq ,are guilty of .dishonest tran.s­
actions in bus'ines's: you will not see them saved all the 
W'llile'tbey, do so. If they will not give UP 'the trickery, they 
cannot be saved. There ar.e others. who are d,rinking to 
excess. - People Who drInk. 'are often affected under our 
preaching; they' 'have a watery eye, ·the'ir drinking has 
made them sofUleaded" 'and' 'there' is a ,maudlin kind of 
sensitiveness in them: but 'a's lon~ as a man clings to "the 
CUD 'of 'deVils" he will not be likeiy to 'come to Christ. 
With' others "it is some secret sin. or some 'hidd1!n lust 
that is-the great',dif.ficulty. One saY'S 'th'at he cannot help 
flying into' a pas'sion: another deGJares that he cannot. 
give lJP" getting drunk,' while another laments that he 
cannot find peace, Whereas' the idot of 'the mischief is 
.that t'here is 'a 'h'arlot who stands in his way. In'all these 

.' 
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case~, we have only to keep on preach~ng the trut'h, and 
God- will help u's to aim the arrow at, the 'joint in the 
'Sinner's ha.rness. 

Another obstacle is put in our way by men's self-right­
eousness. They have not committed· any of these sin'S I 
have mentioned, .t'bey have' kept all the commandments 
from their youth up; 'what lack th~y yet? There is no 
room for Ohrist in 'a full ·h1!art; and when a man is 
clothed from 'head to foot with his own righteousnes's, he . 
has no need of ,the righteousne!Js of Ch,rist; at least, he 
is not conscious of his need',' and if the gospel doe~ not 
convince him of it, Mo'ses mu'st come 'Yith t'be'law, and 
show him what his true state is. That is the real diffi­
culty in many, many cases ; the maIll does not come to Christ ' 
because he is not 'conscious . .that .he is lost, he does not 
as~ to be lifted up because 'he does noot. know, th'at he 'is 
a fallen creature, he does not feel that 'he has any ne-ed 
of divine mercy or forgiveness, and therefore he does not 
Seek it. 

'Once more, there are 'some witb whom all we say has 
no effect because of thei·r utter worldliness. This worldli­
ness takes tw(, shapes.; in the poor, it i-s, the result of 
grind'ing poverty. When a man has scarcely enoug'll 'bread 
to eat, 'and hardly ·kD.ows how to get clothes to put on. 
when at home he, hears the cries of his 'little children; and 
looks into -the face of his over-wor.ked wife, we must 
pteac'h very wonderfully if we are to secure his atten­
tion, 'and make him think about the world to come .. "What 
s'han we eat? WIt'at 'shall we d,rink? and wherewithal shall 
we 'be clothed?" are questions' that press very heavily 
upOn the poor. To a 'hungry man, Christ, is very lovely 
when He ha's a loaf of bread, in Hi,s hand. Our Lord so 
appeared when .He was brea-king the bread and fis:h for 
the multitude, for, even He did not disdain to' feed the, 
'hungry; and;" When we can_ relieve the wants_of ,the dest~. 
tute, we may !be doing a necessary thing. to t'hem, and 
placing t'hem Where they ,may be capa'ble of listening with 
·profit ,to the gospel 'Of Ohrist. The other kind of worldli­
ness comes of having too' ·much of this' world, or at least 

'of making too muCh of th'is world. The gentleman ,must , 
be fa'shionable, his daughters must be dressed in the best 
stYle, his sons must learn to !iance, 'an,d 'so' op. This son 
of worliiliness has Ibeen the great curse of our Noncon-
fo,rmist churches.' . . 

Then there is another kind of man Who 'is from morn­
ing to night grind·ing away at the shop ... He' will rise 
early, and sit up late, and eat the bread-of carefulness 
so as to make money. What can we do for these c,ovetous 
persons? How can we ever hope .to touch the hearts of 
these men Whose one aIm is to be· rich', the people who 
serape up the halfpennies and, fart'hings? Economy is 
good,. but there is.an economy that becomes parsimg!ly, 
and -that parsimony becomes the habit of these miserly 
folk Some will even go to C'burch because it is the proper­
'and reSpectable thing, and they hope ·to gain customers by 
'going.' Ju4as remained u-nconvertedeven in the company 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and, we have some people 'still 
among U'S in whose ears the' thi.rty p'ieces of silver chink 
so loudly that the 'sound' of the gospel cannot il?e heard by 
th1!m. , . ~ 

I .may menti~n 'one more ' obstacle to soul-winning, that 
is, tlhe obstacle t'here is with some men throu'gh their 
habits~ and resorts, and company ... I" think 'a Christi'an 
minister is' quite ju-stifi~d iI). using alI .right and lawful 
means ,to wean the people from their evil a'ssociations, 
and it may ·be well some'tin;.es to do that ,!,hie'h seems to 

; :, 

( 
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be extr~o,rdinary if thereby we can by any means win men 
to the Lord J esU's' Christ. Th'at must be our aim in all 
·tlh.at we do; 'and whatever obstacles' may be in our path­
way, we must seek the aid of the Holy :Spirit that they 
may be removed, an-d that t1bus souls may be saved,' and 
God· may be glorified. 

'J 

NEHRU PRAISES BUDDHA; EISENHOWER 
OMITS CHRIST IN 'CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Prime Mini.ster J'awaharlad Nehl"u· of India 'spoke to 

1fJhe people of t'he United States on a coast to coast .tele­
vision and" radio hookup on Tuesday evening, December 
18, 1956. MiIlioiJ:s heard· him. During the course of his 
explanation of India's neutralist position in world affaIrs 
he took occasion to,sp'eak of Buddha. . 

He 'said', '.'This year we celebrate in Ind,ia and in many 
other. countries the two thous'and five hundredth anni-

DT. ,Carl Mcintire said in a telegram to. the White: 
House: 

,"We feel very keenly your fa:ilure to mention the name 
of Jesus ICh.rist Who i·s the Prince of Peace in your Peace 
Pagean1t and Christmas message ,last n'ight -presented to 
the nation on TV-radio. ·Christmas is Christ's birthday. 
Those of us Who know Him .should not hesitate. to men­
tion Hi·s name. Prime· 'Minister Nehru. in his television 
broadcast 'before oilr nation, did not hesitate' to -Speak 
words of praise to the Buddha. We o:bject to the Moham­
medan M'Osque being'included in a . celeb-ration. on the 
White House' grounds' on the birthday' of our Lord and 
Saviour. Jesus Christ. If we are to !hav·e world peace, 
Mr. President. Jesus ,Chrisrt is 1!he One who must help and 

. guide you an-d our nation .... 
-Christialn Beacon 

versary of a very gre'at 'son 'Of India, ilfu.e Buddha who "IT 'IS ENOUGH!" 
gave us a message 'of peace and compas'sion.'~ He further By A. "j. Pollock 
said, "Through the centunes India h'as preached and . . 
practiced toleration and understanding and has enriched One of Ireland's great men of the pa'st was Sir Edward 
human 'thou'ght. ~·rt and literature, philosophy and re- 'Carson, who lived through very stormy and tur:bulent 
ligion." times in his native land. He was a 'Member of Parlia-

We wonder 'just how many American statesmen visit- ment for ,Dublin University. and ended his long life al;! 
ing Indi'a would h'ave ·anytlting to 'say about Jesus Christ. Lord Justice 'Of Appeal. He was inspired by the highest 
Nehru gave a good witness to Buddha - but Buddha. can- principles of honesty and loyalty. PQssessed of· a caust~c ~ 
not save; he is dead. It is Jesu's ·Christ and Jesus' Christ tongue wherewith to lash Ms 'Opponents, and yet with the 
alone wp-o saves. His ,blood alone atones for sin. He tenderest heart underneath it all, arid accompanied by a 
alone was rai's~d bodily from the dead, -leaving an empty mod'esty and· lack 'Of ambition that endeared him to· all 
tomb. Jesus ·Christ...:... ·this is' the only "naine under heav- who really knew him. . 
en given 'among men. whereby we must be saved." .. He was' all.his life 's~bject to iIl..;health, but ,reae-hed his . 

We w'Onder, too. if perhaps someone in the United eightieth year. When he lay dying he was visited hy' 
States ou·ght not t'O ask Nehru concerning the tolerance Dr. D'Arcy. Archbishop of Arma'gh and Primate of all 
to which he referredr How is it then that ·the door in Ir~land. W~en death comes. earthly' honours. of which 
Ind,ia. is closing to our evangelical mis·sionaries? He made Lord 'Carson had a very large share. fade. and ·the things 
his appeal to the Amez:ican p.e'Ople for understanding, for that pertain to eternal realities become uppermost: Hear 
assi&tance. Could· it be that the revival of Buddh'a and the dying testimony of this truly.great man, uttered with 
hi·s mission in Ind·ia - such factors as these - are re- laboured breathing. "I have seen much to sha'ke my faith, 
spolisible fo·r the closing of tlhe mission doors 'lI ~bu-t wha~ remains to me is that" I learned at myrpother's 

, ' '.. ~. knee, that 'God so loved the world. that He gave His only 
. At a tIme when~the apos~as?" In 'ChrIstendom has tak~n begotten 'Son. th'at WHOSOVE~ believeth in ·Him. should 
awa~ the true .motlve for·mIssIonary. e~deavor we a~e WI:- not peri'sh, but have' everla'sting life' ;, ('John 3:'16). Dr. 
nes~Ing. a revlv~l of 'the pagan rehglOn~:. BUddhls~!n D' Arcy. 'as he heard thes'e words •. softly responded, "IT' 

. IndIa; In ~e ~Id,dle East - Mohammedamsm; agaIn. In IS' ENOUGH!'~ 
J·apan. ShIntol"sm. 

Why cannot we have a revival of the !h·ist-oric Christian 
faith? Why cannot we again ·see the fires of true evan­
'gelism burnil!g 'and the blessi·nogs of a genuine I"eforma­
tion, bringing strength to nations? 

Nehru used a golden opportunity within the United 
States to pay 'his tribute to.Buddha .. n is such incidents 
as ·tlhese·tIh.·at help revive Buddhis!D throughout -the earth. 

May we have statesmen and -leaders 'in the Western 
\ world Who will not be ashamed of the n.ame of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. . 
. Pl"esident Eisenhower in lighting the Christmas tree 
on the White House lawn at t1be opening of 1fu.e Christmas 
celebration on 'Thursday even in-g •. December 20, in hi·s 
pageant speech made'no reference whatever to the Prince 
of Peace. the Lord Jesus Christ. T.bis widely' witnessed 
'Program on television :brough:f; expression-s of ,regret tha.t 
Jesus "Christ was not mentioned by t'h~ Pres'ident on this 

. aU-important o~casion. . 

'Lord Carl'!on quoted. perhaps, the best known yerse in 
the whole Bi-ble. which Lu·tlher. the great Reformer. aptly 
descri·bed as "a miniature Bible". ' He had evidently re­
ceived by faith the wonderful blessing this verse offers. 
eyen the forgiveness of sins; and ha'd accepted the salva­
tion offered t'O WIJOSOEVE'R s'trould.believe on the Lord 
J esU's Ohri·st. 

-The Christian Irishman 

WHOM WE PREACH 
A cynic saId to 'a young Preacher: "God. helps 1fuose' who 

help themselves." "Yes." replied the young man. "but my 
. ·GospeI' also lells, of a God who· helps tlhose who cannot 
help themselves." 'That's' it. Help for ,the helpless. Hope 
for the hopeless, Salvation for the lowest of the low --
~n CHRIST)ESUS THE LORD. . . 
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.Th~- Ap~stle : of Predestination 
By Rev. Geoffrey Bingham 

..... ' 

No MAN can he truly assessed, either in his character. 
. or his contribution, except he be .examined' in the 

stream of histo·ry. It is even more· difficult for us to 
make an objective, detached examination when we our-

-'selves are creatures Who are 'still in the flow aild move: 
ments 'of 'history .which tend to prejudice us for or against 
a man, 'his movement and ideas. Calvin ,is probably of 
alL the reformers, the one who is most maligned' or 
praised. Certain it is that in these days few h'ave read 
enough of his Hfe and w'Ork to be able to praise or 
condemn. 

It would be more correct· to call Calvin the apostle. 0 f 
God.'s sovereignty rather than s-imply of predestination. 
Many cl'aiifi that he Is in dj'rect line of agreement and 
descent' of Paul. In .between stands that great giant. Au­
gustine, who also regarded as precious' the great teach. 
ing of God's 'soverei'gnty .. Both men must be viewed in 
the current controversies of the day to be really appre-
ciated. . 

Calvin, whOse real name was Jean Cauvin, was :born in 
Noyan, '8, city 'of Picardy, in France, on 10fu July; 1509, 
His father was well· situa'ted in life and obtained an 

. ecclesiastical post for his 'son before the boy had reached 
the age of twelve. Calvin was never ordained. He had 
good university training at the universities of Paris. 
Odeans and Bourges, 'gradua,ting in law. In his training 
he came under men who were directly 01' indirectly 
touched by the reforming spi·rit.Calvin went on to study 
Greek and Hebrew. This training fitted 'him f'Or ~he· 
great task, intellectually, which was to; be 'his. No one 
contended more for the innate ina:bility of a man's intel­
iect to comprehend tru!th of itself than did Calvin, but the 
value of'a God-directed intellect ought never to be under­
rated. This intellect Calvin pos'seased in a remarkahle 
degree, sO'much so 'that it 'is claimed 'hi"s'''Institutes'' hav'e 
never been refuted by any Roman Catholic scholar. 

About mid-153R Calvin ex·perienced a sudden conver­
sion. Little Is 'known of the exp'erience, but to CaJvin God 
h,ad spoken through His Word and He must be obeyed. 
T-his valuable 'keynote of obedience was to prove the. eEl­
sence"of Calvin's life and thought. Calvln, however, did 
not immediately break with the Roman Chureh, nor the 
humanistic influences in which he' was at· that time in­
volved. One of his friends in. this circle, . Nicholas 'Cop, in 
November of the same year delivered his rectorial add·ress 
at the University of Paris 'an,d it is claimed by many that 
'Calvin wrote the It;llsence of the a~dress. Because o.f ,its 

. great reform emphasis, it met with extreme hostility and 
the two men had to seek 'safety in a f·riend.'s home else­
w'here. Calvin s'hortly afterwards was imprisoned for a 
brief period. 

As persecution of the reformed adherents grew" 
Francis I, who was endeavouring to Itain the aid of Gej·­
man Protestants, justified .'his' own internal persecution 
on politieal grounds, majntaining that the F.rench 're­
formers were anarchists. _ This brought a .protest from 
Calvin, the ·form of it being his famous "Institutes of 
Reliojrion". which was really an apologetic for the re-

. , formed f.aith, u!terly discounting the wild charges. hut 
mainly' setting: for.th the most systematic statement on 

reformed thought which was' to come out-· of the entire. 
Reformation. Its first form was not 1!hat of th'e later 
"Institutes", which were an expansion 'of his first work. 
Calvin drew upon many sources' of reformed teaching and 
'his able pres'entation immediately set him in the fore as 
F·rance's reformed leader. .:..' '. 
. Calvin's tHeology, as 'has been suggested, has been a 

storm of controversy over many years. A i-ater, un;in­
structed' form of predestinarian' teaching, known as 
hyper-Calvinism, took predestinarian teaching' to an ex­
treme deg·ree imd. discredited. it. Most who read Calvin'lI 

. works are really surprised and surely delighted. Based on 
-the Creed, which he expand'ed, Oalvin set forth clearly 
principles which have now . ,been' summarised under the 

. memory 'crutch 'of tulip, each. letter standing for a great. 
principle of doctrine. Thus t equals total depravity, 1I 

equals unconditional election, I equals limited atonement. 
i equals irresistible grace and ,p equals ·perseverance of 
the s'aints. 

'Whatever controversy t'hese points may immediately 
stil" in the minds of readers, .we may 're'st assured that 
'Calvin"s theology insisted .upon personal conversion and 
taught 'a clear doctrine of '·the 'sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, which cut clean acres's the transubstantiation 
theories of· Rome and im'plicitly the Lutheran' ideas of 
consubstantiation . 
. Calvin now began t~ travel, ii,rm-to Italy, where he met 

and talked with the. puchess Renee on the evallgelical 
cause. In 1536 we find, !him in Geneva with Fuel, a 
former acquaintance of his, 'who pleaded with him to 'stay 
and organi'se the Genevan Church. Calvin refused on 

. the grounds of his own retiring nature.. He wis'hed to 
withdraw to academic seciusion. 'Farel threatened, that' 
God would cli,rse 'Calvin in 'his retirement 'arid so effec· 
tive wa's Ibis 'argument that, quite terrified, Calvin re-
mained. . 

-Galvin now came in be'hind th~ . great ·work 'Fare] ·had 
already done and in 1536'8, reformatiori in the city of 
Geneva was accomplished 'and it cast off every.evidence 
of Romish worship, includIng the mas's, 'saint worS'hip, 
idolatry and the like. In its place was'-a new credal form . 
and a church di'scipline which was to make Calvinistic 
church -government famous. However, Calvin's "fencin~ 
Of the ta.ble", that is, 'hi-s insistence that unworthy per­
sons- should not be admitted to the Lord's Table, was rec 
jected by the city fathers who ordered him and other 
pastors to leave the city within th,ree days. 
.. The next period of' three 'years in Oalvin's life was 
spent at Strashourg, ~here, in addition to ministering to 
'French refugees, he wrote many works, including hiEl 
famous commentary on "Romans". Here 'al'so l1e ma·rried 
Idelette de Bure, a widow; Calvin's clear, incisive mind,. 
howevE\r, was missed at Geneva and they recalled him in 
.1564, Calvin being most reluct-ant to return and in'Sistin)! 
that nothing s'hort of full, discipline would satisfy ·him. 
Received again warmly he.!h'ad many months before his 
disCipline wa's accepted, ,and it finally took on the form 
of what 'has been called "The Genevan Polity". and is still . 
a source of 'keen intel"est to theologian and ecol'lomist_ 
alike. The establis·hment. of the "Genevena Academy" 
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provided a centre of academic training w'hi~h was instru­
mental in spreading the tenets of 'Calvinism far and wide 
throughout Europe. - , ' 

, -The dark ,blot on 'Calvin's life, eagerly seized upon by 
his opponents, was his trial of the heretic Servetus. This 
man' denied the truth of the T,rinity 'and af.ter his trial 
was burned. The 'horror' that mig'htseize us at such a 
tlhought S'hould be mitiogated when we remember the 
strange background of those days. Also.that Calvin' him-' 
self was not strongly involved in the trial, and indeed 
that had 'he allowed the man to go free,' he would have 
been 'accused' of ,holding 'similar ideas, or at lea'S't con­
doning them. It is difficult for us in these days of so­
called tolerance to understand the climate of Calvin's day. 

Calvin was a man of deep piety. His writings on tJhe 
one hand spea'k of man"s utter, sinfulnes's, on the other 
of the glory of 'God in saving the,elect. Of 'his own con­
version he wrote, "After my 'heart had been long 'pre­
pared for the most earnes1: self~examination, on, a sudden 
the full knowledge of the truth, like a -bright lig'ht, dis­
closed to me the 'abyss of 'errQrs' in which I was welter­
ing, the 'sin ana. 'shame with which I was defiled. A hor­
ror 'seized my 'soul when I b'ecame conscious of my wretch­
edness and of the more terrible misery that was' befo,re 
me. And what was left for me, 0 Lord, miserabie and 
ab'ject, but with tears and cries of supplication to abjur" 
the old life which Thou 'hast condemned and to flee into 
Thy path?" Galvin was, of course; much influenced in_ 
idea by 'hi's own conversion. "God Himself produced 1ihe 

,change," he said, "He instantly 'subdued my hea,rt to 
obedience. " 
, In a day when the prevalent ,s'emi-Pelagianism (man can 
aceompHs'h goodness by his own efforts and is, indeed. 
not innerently'co,rrupt) ha's weakened the community con­
science ,and when evangelism no longer appeals to the 

,fear and dread of God'; when God is rat'her regarded as 
being done. a favour if we accept Him and When God',s 
sovereign .power in His own universe Is set at a discount. 
4ale value of the, emphasis that God ·moves out to His 
people and that each believer may 'be certain of 'his own 
salvation, evidenced by a life is'suing'in holiness, is un­
doubted. 'The 'many ,'S'treams, of such emphasis 'Spread 
throug'ho1:1t the world to-day., " 

If we are not t'hose who agree with 'Calvin in all hi~ 
teachings, let us watch, nevertheless, that we do not. in 
'opposing a doctrine, fail to understand it. Toplady. the 
great Calvinist of Wesley's day, when as'ked by a bittPI' 
opponent of the 'School of :thoug'ht which wa's Wesley's. 
whether 'he thought 'he would meet Wesley in heaven. 'said 
he -thought hoe mig'ht not. "No,",'he said, in effect, ·.'Wesle~' 
will be 'so close to'the Throne and I will be so far away," 
This i's t'he true spirit~of d,ifference. I~ is the s'pirit of 
love. 

Great truths, such as emphasized by Calvin and Armin­
ius, are '!!ul\ely touch-'stones of the faiif!h, for election and 

, freewill a,re ,both 'strongly taught in the Scriptures. Their 
reconciliation we will se~ only in the Glory. But we praise 
God for a man such as Calvin, whose teachings have done 

, /. 
much to give spiritua:l backbone in days of indiscipline 
and. false tolerance. 

Calvin's cllUl'C'h government' of Geneva oug'ht to be 
studied iby all. The sense of discipline must be cultivated 

. afresh. This disCipline of Ohrist Calvin so we-II knew,' 
We may not all agree entirely with its outworkings in the 
medieval ,backgrou,nrlo, 'but who ar~ we to do much judging 
in a d~y WHen di~ip1ine is almost' entirely-absent? • 

Ca:lvin's death was quiet and sim-ple. He took a touch­
ing leave ~f the Council, 1ihe ci'ty ,pastors and, Farel, who, 
at the ag.e of seventy-nine years, came from a, distance 
to see 'him. Calvin, before ,his death, requested that his 
funeral should be simple and that no monument 'should be 
erected over 'his grave. Thus died a man who though be­
ing dead, yet speaketh, 'his written works stilI eagerly 
·read by the diligent, hi's theology 'having depth equalled 
by few, if any. We 'may see, in our day" a rediscovery of 
th'is most learned and pious reformer. Whatever may he 
our views), we may truly thank God for his ministry in 
those dark days when many fought for the faith, con­
tending fo~ that which we now'hold so lightly. 

~The High Commi8'sione1' I 

ON GOD'S OMNiI'PRESENCE " 
My soul! thI~k of HiI,Il'at '1ihi~ ~oment in the mysteri­

ousness of His God'head nature - and yet with aU the' 
exquisit~ly. ·te~der sympath~e& of a ,glorified humanity, 'as 
present WIth every mem1ber of the family He has reo 
deemed with His blood! ay, and a:s much present with 
every individual soul as if He had none other to care for 
but as if THAT ONE eng.ross'ed' all His affection and 
love! The Great Builder, surveying every stone and 
pi!lar of His spiritual temple - the Great Sheph~rd, with 
HI'~ eye ,on 'every -sheep of His fold - the, Great Hig!h \ 
PrI~st and EIder Brother, ma,.rking every tear-drop _ 
notIng eveJ;"y sorrow - listening to every p'rayer - know­
~ng ~e peculiarities of every ca:s~; no n~mber perplex-
109 HIm - no variety bewildering Him - able to attend 
to all, and overtake all, and answer all myriad wants 
hourly d·ra:wing on His 'Treasury, and yet no diminution; 
that Trea~ury ever emptying, and yet ever filling, and' 
always, full! ' ' - ' 

~Night Watchman (Author ~nknown). 

, ' 

, There is a land of, rest deferred : 
Nor eye hath seen, nor ear hath heard, 
Nor Hope ha11h trod the precinct o'er;' 
For hope :beheld is hope no more! 
There, human pulse forgets its,tone -
There, hearts may know as they are known ! 
Oh, for dove"s Wings, thou dwelling blest. ' 
To fly to thee, and be at rest! ' 

'-EUzabeth Ba.rrett Browning 
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Modernism .in· Its -Relatic)nshi'p to 
W9rld· ,Problems_ to'~Day 

Notes of an address given by·Mr. H. C. Nicol,su:n, 
at the Bible Union Ann~ Meeting; in the'lower 
Scots Church Hall, Me~boume, Australia, on 
Monday, September 17, ~956. 

" , 

I N DEFINING 'Modernism we. must avoid any sugges- the Authorised Version,' for' .the· simple reason ifua't it 
'tion that 'it 'is modern. As the late' Rev. Huglb--Paton seems to support his theory,~that we are .not totally de­

was wont to say, "Mod'ernism i's heresy hoary with age:" praved by nature 'and that we have within us·thepoten­
In fact, it has been 'said that the first manifestation of . tialsof divinity. 
Modernism was in the 'Garde:n of Eden, when the Tem'Pter. 
used the word, "Ha,th God 'said?" Bible Union members 
h'ave a particular interest 'in Modernism because a sim'­
plification of tlbe Whole theory. of M'oderni'sm 'seems to be 
that it constantly 'attacks 'the authority of the Word' of 
God. 

Moo.ernistic ,J'actics 
The Modern'ist believes in being toloerant, and" accord­

ing to 'his own lights, he usually manages to be very tol­
erant. However, his tolerance all goes to -pieces when he 
meets a Fundamentalist -=- on such an occasion he Igirds 
on hi'S armour .. Sometimes h'e just insults the F:unda7 

mentalist outright, ibut more often, in deference to his 
boasted w'lerance, he indulges in a few :subtle phrases. 
Fo:!,' instance, the ModerrUst. always regards a Funda­
mentaUst as an oQscurantist. Being an obscurantist can 
mean almO'st anything, but the Modernist becomes more 

, 'specific When he' charges. hi,s' opponent with fighting 
battles w'hiclb have been fought 'and 'lost many years agp. 
If, of 'course, the Modernist wants to get the mob on his 
side he makes 't'he cha~ge that the Fundamentalist is 
occupying ,himself with theological niceties when a great 
need, exists for "the helping hand" .. 

,SOmetimes'.it is necessary to' turn the big, guns' on to 
,the Fundamental'ist, 'and this is done by calling him a 
bibliolater, or 'a man whose conceptions 'of God are an­
thropomorphic: ,SuC'h cha.rges sound very- intEilIectual) 
and, to those who set little value on· the issues involved, 
the ,men Who 'ma:ke the charges 'are regarded as being 
ahead of their times. 

Handling Scripture ' 
It might not be a 'bad idea to' retut;:n the attack. 
In the first place' Modernists are rarely sj:!ientific 

theologians. Their approach to a text or a chapter' in 
the Bible always seems to me to be a Micawber ap­
'proach' - they· hope something will turn up. . To these 

-pseudo-theologi'ans the Bi:ble is only of 'supreme authority, 
'when it vindicates the Moderni'st vieWpoint. ".Have' faith 
in God" is a text enshrined in'the 'story of- the barren 
fig' tree. 'rhe Modernists are'very '~eetl on this text be­
cause, to them, it points away from the dOC'trine of ' 
Christ's mediatorship. TJ:1e point about it is that they 
would rega·rd the 'story of the bat:ren fig tree as a myth! 

Another ,example of tlbis mishandling of 'Scriptu're is 
, found 'in the u:s'e of our Lord"s words, "the Kingdom of­

God is within you" ,(Lu'ke 17:2i)'. 'The mal"ginal readin.l!" 
of the text suggeEits that "the Kingdom of God is ·among 
you." 'The Modernist, of course, accepts" the purity of 

.Modernistic 'Dishonesty 
S~ndlY, Moderni;~ is a', dishonest' creeEi". iIi . 'that it 

makes dishonest men of its di'sci'Ples. Modefpists will 
. accept the emoluments ofa Chure'h wh'ich' holds the 
ancient creeds of ~Christendor:n, 'and yet at the 'same ·time 
deny these creeds. What is. worse, they are prepared 
to 'make affirmations· 'at ordination which are 'contrary 
to their privately held ,beliefs., , 

. F,inally, Modernism is dishonest fo,r another 'reason'-, 
it encourages its disciples. to trim their sails. At one 
·staget'heyare 'alI for pe~()e, but i,t is a peace which lays 
little emphasis on h~nour. When war comes~ the Mod­
ernist .has' to 'admIt that he has been wrong, and he does, 
a complete somersault. 

:Proceed:ing to the suhject of ifuis discussion, let 'us con- I 

sider the relationship· of .'Modernism' to the ,problems.' of 
today. " . 

Modemism":'An U.nwholesome Influence 
We must consider Whether reli'gion creates'ehanges in-­

a nation',s Hfe or whether Changes in religion are the 
result of_Ch'anges- in the national sphere:, Take, for in-' 
stance, the Refoimaltion - you will :be hea,ring· about that 
tonight from a'specialiSlt. The Reformation m~ght 'be re-· 
garded· as part of 'a general revival ,of mariy things in the 
'intellectual s,phere, but this: is no argument a:gainst _the 
spiritual realities of the ·great ,uph'eavaC'The Holy Spirit . 
is, the g·reat agency of all right change, therefore, as the 
revival. .of true religion ,means 'a elea'nsing 'in whatever 
s'phere it ope,rates, the cleansing means' greater ·power, 
and ilihls 'gl"eater 'power was manifest in the Hfe of Europe. 
God operate's in !the life of Hi'S peopl~ i.n'a personal way, _ 

'but He 'also operates 'in' the 'world around us in a general 
I " 

way. This is What we call "coplmon grace,· apd the laws. 
which .gov~rn common g:!,'ace are in many ways. identical 
wit!h the laws Wh"ieh govern 'saving ,grace, ' 

Moderni'sm in my judgmEmt, means that an unWhole­
some influen~e'.is at work in:the national·'life. The g~a,t~,. 
est evil whic]t comes'- from Mogernism is th~ dethrone­
ment of a·law and a way of life which is iniiependent of 
man himseif. Man,· in other'/ yvord-s,' has become'· the 
meal'Jure of 'all things ....... hence Hitler, -MussO'lini and 
Stalin. These 'men represented the creed of .Modern'ism 
taken..to its logieal conclu~io~~ .-

Need for a Divine'Standard 
I submit a's my contri,bution 'to this discussion that we 

should consider the evils of" making man the measure. If 
the authorIty of GoWs Wor~, is estahJiShed then men and' 

.' , 
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,/. -
wom~n wHl have a rule -to go ·by in their religious, politi-, pearls; yet more and more made theil" appearance. Crafts-
cal, and commercial life, and it will be a rule which is not men ~uspecled that they were imitations, but an examin­
dependent on t:he vagaries of man"s outook, but rooted ation revealed 1lhem to :be genuine articles. Trading 
and grounded iIi an unchanging standard. - estaibHshments throughout the world buzzed with excited 

I would offer three 'su-ggestions as to the establishment comment,!and dealers wondered where these things were 
of a s-ound corrective to the infiltration of Modernism: being found. 'Ultimately the secret of J apimse ingenuity 

_(a) Oh h - -ti _.:I: .. th W d f-G-od - - was discovered, and the mystery explained. , Ul"C prac ce accoudng ,~o e or 0 ; _ 
-.. . .. . - . With r~e foresight and cunning, the Japanese mer-

Cb) 'Natlon,:al polICIes whIch recogmze ,the HeadshIp chants devised a plan by Which the uncertain element 
, of Chrz-&t; and! could be removed. from -the pearl fishing. If one oyster 
(c) -Commercial life Which is regulated according could produce a pearl, all oysters could do likewi-se. If a: 

to a -Divine ethical standard-. - _ _ piece of grit commenced the_ -pearl-making proces's, then 
. ..' . - suc'h substance could be inserted into every oyster -shell. 

~y clOSI~g con~ntion I~ that you can -~alk a·\;>out t?ese . IiJ. fact, the entire orster beef cpuld be turned into a fac­
th_I~gS ~ntI~_ the .prover.bIal co~s co~e ~ome, but m a tory for the production of .pearls. The oysters were col­
commumty m ~hICh ~he authorIty of.:S<:rIptul"e has been leded and. lifted in wiore baskets to the surface of the 
sa;botaged :and m W~lC~ the ,professmg C~u~ch ?!ls ac~ sea, where. very small beads, or even 'pellets from sh~t­
cepted emasc~l~te~ verS10ns of ~.e ~ Tru~h It IS gomg to gun cartrid'ges, were inserted into the shells. Finally the 

. b~ extrem~IY ~hffIcult to -ke~p polItIcal hfe and ~om~le~- -oysters were returned-, still. in the baskets, to their orig­
cIal orgamsatIon' on sound lInes. ~ecau~ of ~IS dIffI- in'al position on the ;s'ea bed. Experiments aScertained . 
culty every d~a,rtment of ~ur natIo~al hfe ,must suff~r. the len.gt'li of time neces'sary to produce a pearl, and at 
., ~e ~nswer Is,Chu,~ch lIfe and wItnes~ uncomprOIDlS- intervals the oysters were lifted,' to produce whatever 
m&:ly lInked t~ ~e Bilble and to the faIth once for :a11 size pearls- were required. This was an ingenious plan, 
dehvered to the -samts.. for after ~ll these were real pearls -produced by oysters. . 

-Evangelical Action Yet although .they appeare4 to be perfect specimens, they 

THE 'FALSE HEART 
Long ago the Lord· Jesussaid~ "Again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly 
pearls-: who, when he had found- one pearl of great price, 
went out-and sold' all that he had, and bought it" (Matt. 
13: 45, 46). It is .clearly understood, th~refore, that even 
in those flncient times: men knew the value of pearls. 
Fisherinen h·ad discovered within oyster shells the beauti­

'ful little objects of pinky-White _ loveliness:' jewellers 
cleaned -and polished Ulese, treasures, and ultimately the 
"goodly pearls" were in demand throughout t'he world. 
,Christ referred tQ' a _ pearl of great price, and indicated 
-that one purcha-ser agreed to sacrifice 'l\i's entire' po's·--
sessitms to obtain it. . ' 

Yet only a few oysters contain a pearl. Perhaps only 
one in a thousand- yields -a trea·sure, and research alone 
revealed -the fact that pearls are created through, suf. 
ferinog-. A small'- piece of grit penetrates into the shell, . 
and ,begins to initate the oyster. The suffering creature 
then eniits a fluid'which -hardens -around the f-qreign hody, 
and this in -time becomes _ a pearl. Men 'quickly r~alized 
that pearls were only found wiellin oysters -afflicted in 
'th'is way. Pearls were therefore in great' oo"mand, and 
lords and· ladies of every realm proudly dis-played their 
treasures. . 
. Then, within r~ent times, the pearl market became 
flooded, 'and it seemed' that ·someone. had discovered, -a 
treasure house. Gi"eat 5UmS of money were -spent on the 

had false 'hearts. LWboratory tests revealed .the dark 
sh'adow at- the heart of the ma'gnificent pearls, and, of, 
cou~e, once this was discovereli they became rejects. 
Wealthy patrons who were only interested in t!h~ genuine 
articles refused to accept the new productions. The "cuI. 

- tured pearls" were hypocrites; they prof.essed. to ·oe What 
they 'were not. They were beautiful to see, hut their 
hearts were ei~er lead' or gl,ass. 

It is wise toremem:ber that "The Lord seeth not as 
man seeth: for. man looketh on the outward appearance, 
;but the Lord looketh on "the heart." There are many 
people whose -morals' a,re above reproach; they keep the 
commandments and live exemplary lives. One would be 
'rea:sonably 'sure that tl).ey:belong to ·the -Church of Christ. 
Yet it is so possible to -be -deceived by 'a man's actions·. 
We all like- to appear. as if we were valu8Jble pearls, When 
at the same time beneath the surface lies a ,heart un· 
Cli-anged. R'efQ.rma-tion may be very far-reaching, but t~e 
key-word of Christ'-s ·teaching was- regeneration: Man 
needs .to be changed within; for only thus can he be 
as-s~red'of a place in the eternal Kingdom.. / 

--,·IVOR POWELL, in Bible Windows 

TH-E PAPACY· 
in ,. 

The Light of Scripture 
By DR. T. T. SHIELDS 

A dear discussion o(the Papacy, with quotationa 
from Roman Catholic authorities. Should tie 
read ~y_ every Christian I -

S6 PAGES ... ,25 Ccntl 
Order·fr&m 
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. OU~ .BUSINESS IS GOD . 

I F WE could. bring together in one 'huge directory· a list 
of all ,the organizations,· great and 'small, .that- exist 

throughout the earth' for the promotion of speCial in­
terests we would be astounded· at the number of them. 

Almost everything tfihat human beings do or can do 
has its organization, a'ssociation, ·society or guild to focus 
attention upon it and promote 'its ends. ,Some. of. these 
are ,good, some a,re bad, ,most of them are just neutral;' 
but eadh one, howev~r' Iboring or comical i't may appear 
to those' 'who are not intereeted, ha's i,ts starry-eyed de- . 
'loteeB'who live for it alone and who derive their keeriest 
'Pleasure from thei,r preoccupation with it. . 

. . 
they may have a proper and Q's~ful plac~ in his life; but 
when they are chosen a~ ends 'to be followed they are and 
can only be cheap substitutes :,for the glory, ,that exceUeth. 

Fo,r. choosing God as our one all-absol1bing interest we 
Chri'stians are sometimes scorned or written off as h0I!..e­
lessly narrow-minded. But must, we .apologize·? Must we 
apologi~e th'81t we have chosen Christ as our career? That 
we deliberately will to walk :with 'those who ~lk. with 
God? that we havedbosen eternity over time 'and heaven 
over earth? MuSIl; w.e apologize tfihat we haye chosen to 
seek :good and not evil a'll th~ days of our lives? that we 
have chosen so to live that we dare to die? . 

In the midst of aU this there is one group of persons \ In ·s·o c?oos:ing whom h'ave' ,!e injured? Whose son or 
whose 81bsorbinginterest -is, or should be, God. Tha,t daughter 1'8 the worse forknowmg .us? W1!.ose house have 

. we robbed or w'hose money have we stolen? Whom have 
group is the Church. we ledinilio crime? Who is a 'iWorse Ibusband or father or 

The Church is born out of the gospel and that gospel citizen for following our Saviour? If we have 'wronged 
has to do with God and man's relation ito God. Chris- anyone it is in spite of our Christian faith, not becauSe 
tianity engages to >bring God into 'human life, to make of it. NO'man, no home, no nation is the wOJ:se for :fhe 
men. right with God, to ,give them a heart knowledge of presence ,of a real Christi'an. 
God, to teach them to love and obey God and ultimately to 
restore in them the 'lost image of God in full and ever-
lasting perfection. . . 

Our Lord~ in -defining eternal life, summed up the 
supreme goal· of human experience: "That they: might 
know thee ·t'he 'only tru~ God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou.ih:ast sent." And Paul revealed 1Jhe one overpowering 
interest of 'his IHe when he wrote "That I may know 
him." \ 

'The ,bUBines'8 of the Church is God. She is purest when 
ina'at engaged with God· and, she is ,asiray just ,so far as 
she follows orther interests, no matter how "religious" or, 
'humanitarian they may be. . . 

There Me a thousand .useful, even noble, pursuits iIi 
. Which tIie Chureh may engage and which may bring her 
the plaudits of the world but Which are nevertheless un­
worthy of her utter devotion. Such are social activities 
for :1Jheir' own. sake, philosophicai pursuits'd,ivorced from 
Him in whom all wisdom and- knowledge is hidden away, 
art, music, education, travel, to 'name a mere few. As. 
these t!hingscome to t!he Christian 'in hi~ pursuit of Go(l 

Gerhard Tersteegen, the saintly 'silk weaver, said it for 
tis in a deligh'tfullibtle bit of verse: 

Ohild of tile Eternal Father, 
Bride of the Etern'al,Son, ' 

Dwelling place of God the Spirit,­
Thus with Ohrist made ever one; 

'Dowered with joy beyond the angels, 
NeareSt to His throne, 

'They the ministers attending Hi's beloved one: 
Grantea. all my !heart's desire, . 

All things made my own ~ 
Feared by all the powers of evil, . 

Fearing God alone; : 
Walking with the Lord in glory 

\ Through the courts divine, 
Queen within the royal palace, 

Christ forever mIne: 
Say, poor wo,rldling, can it be 
That my he~rt 'Should envy thee? 

......:Dr. A. W. ['o~r, in The.AlliQ,nce Weekly 

: •••••••••••••••••••••••••• iI!I ............................................................................. . · ' , • 
THE GOSPEL 

WITNESS 
'. : .. EDITOR, THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

Is a pastOr to 
many in oukf-

, the-way places 
who have no one 
to minister to 
their s o' u Is. 
Have you a 

. friend in such a 
position 1 If so, 
take advantage 
of 'our offer at 
the right. 

· . : • • • • • 

\ 

130 Gen-ard St. E., Toronto 2. 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 21 First Quarter Lesson 4 January 27, 1957 

OLIVE L. OLAm{, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

DIRECTIONS CONCERNING WORSHIP 

Lesson Text: 1 Timothy 2:1-15. 

Golden Text: "I will therefore that men pray everywhere, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting." 

-1 Timothy 2:8. 
Introduction: 

The three Epistles of First Timothy, Second Timothy and 
Titus were apparently written by the Apostle Paul at about 
the same time. They are alike also in subject matter, all 
three dealing with the duties of the Christian minist~r or 
pastor. For this reason they are classed together as Pastoral 
Epistles. 

The date of the writing of First Ti:mothy is difficult to 
establish, but it must probably be placed at about 64 or 65 
A.D., shortly before the Apostle's final imprisonment, which 
culminated· in martyrdom in 68 A.D. Titus belongs to the 
same period, and Sec.ond Timothy, the latest of Paul's 
Epistles, 'was written during that last imprisonment. 

First Timothy was written to charge false teachers to dis­
continue teaching erroneous doctrines, to give Timothy in­
structions with regard to church officers, discipline and ad­
ministration, and to' give warning against sin. 

Outline of First Timothy: 
I. Sound Doctrine in the Church ............................ chaptel· 1 

II. Orderly Worship in the Church .......................... chapter 2 
III. Consecrated Leaders in' the Church .................. chapter 3 
IV .. Godly Conduct in the Church .............................. chapter 4 
V. Devoted Service in the Church ............................ chapter 5 

VI. Holy Living in the Church ....................... ,.: ........ chapter 6 

I. Directions Concerning Public Worship: verses 1-8, 
The young man Timothy, although not of robust health 

(1 Tim. 5:23), was eminently fitted by nature and training 
for the high calling of the ministry. His father was a Greek, 
but his mother and grandmother were Jewesses, who taught 
him the Scriptures from his earliest years (2 Tim. 3:14). A 
native of Lystra, he was probably saved when Paul first 
visited the city' (Acts 14:6), and was later chosen to'be the 
companion of the Apostle in his missionary journeys and 
ministry (Acts 16:1~3). Th~ elder servant .of God had a 
high regard for his son in the faith (1 Cor. 4:17; Phil. 2:22; 
1 Thess. 3:2; 1 Tim. 1:~; 2 Tim. 1:2). 

One of the main purposes for the writing of. tlie Epistle 
was to give Timothy instructions in the orderly conduct of 
the church - its services and administration (1 Tim. 3:14, . 
15). Of great importance was the prayer ministry of the 
church. Four aspects of prayer are designated in verse 1: 
(1) supplications - personal petitions arising from a sense 
of our insufficiency and need (Luke 5:33; Phil. 1:4; .Heb. 
4:16); (2) prayer as devotion and worship (Acts 1:14; Eph. 
6:18); (3) intercessions ~ urgently approaching the Lord, 
with the idea of childlike confidence (1 Tim. 4':5; 1 John 
5:14); (4) prayer as thanksgiving (Phil. 4:6; Col. '4:2). 
Prayer is to be offered on behalf of all men, since all are in 
need of God's grace, but especially for rulers and leaders, 
that order and godliness may be supreme in civil life (Rom. 
13:1). 

Prayer is pleasing to God, and it is made possible because 
of God's sovereign wisdom, power and love. He has made 
pI:ovision for all to be saved (verse 4; 1 Tim. 4:10; Tit. 2:11;_ 
2 Pet. 3:9); Christ died for all (verse 6; Matt. 20:28; 1 John 
2:2; 4:14), and .He calls upon all men everywhere to repent 
and to believe upon Him, that they may be saved (John 3:15, 
16; Acts 17:30; Rev. 22:17). But there is only one way of 
salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12); there is only one person, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can bridge the gulf between sin­
ful man and our holy God. 

The Apostle gives. practical directions in regard to public 
prayer (verses 7, 8). It is to be practised in all places (Mal. 

1:11), and at all times, but always'in a fitting manner. The 
Greek word translated "pray" (verse 8) means also "worship" 
and this verse should probably be understood as teaching 
that in the divine plan it is the men who are charged with 
the duty of conducting public worship. The hands and hearts 
which are uplifted to. God In prayer are to be 'holy, for sin 
is a hindrance to pray~r (Psa. 24:4; 66:18), and so also are • 
anger or resentment (Matt; 5:22-24; 6:14, 15) and 'question­
ings or dou~t, the opposite of faith (Luke 12:29; Jas. 1:5-8). 

11. Directions Concerning Public Test~mony: verses 9-15. 
Christian women may exercjse a gz:eat and glorious min­

istry in the church, but God's pilln for them is not one of 
outward authority. It is the Apostle's deliberate will and' 
wish that the men should be responsible for the conduct of 
pUQlic worship, and that the women should adorn the Chris­
tian church and themselves by their testimony and good 
works (Acts 9:36; Tit. 2:3-5). Their deportment must be 
modest, becoming and restrained 'in looks, manner and dress. 
The inward adornment of a quiet spirit is a matter of prime 
importance U Pet. 3:1-6). ' 

In the public assemblies it was the part of the women to 
be .instructed, rather tl1an to instruct; to listen, rather than 
to teach, for they were not to be responsible for giving au­
thoritative directives in the management of the,church (verse 
11). The pastor is the divinely-appointed leader, the chosen 
teacher and preacher in the local church (Acts 20:28; 1 Thes!>. 
5:12, 13; Tit. 1:5-9; Heb. 13:7, 17). The Apostle states that 
it is his practice not to have a woman in the position of the 

. authoritative teacher in the ch\lJ,'ch, to formulate its doctrines 
and declare its judgments (verse 12). She is not to usurp 

. authority which is not hers by divine appointment by being 
an autocrat, a self-appointed dictator, lording it ovet: the 
officers and members of the church. This passage evidently 
refers to matters of church administration, for even in the 
early church the women shared in the spiritual ministry of 
the church, in prayer (Acts 1:14), public and private testi­
mony (Luke 8:1-3; 23:55), teaching the Word (Ac,ts 18:26) 
and prophesying (Acts 2:17; 21:9), a word which is used 
sometimes as a synonym for our word "preaching" (A('tR 14: 
3, 31). We must remember, also, that there are times and 
occasions, as on the foreign field sometimes, where there are 
no men to conduct the affairs of the church, and godly women 
must step into the breach, that the work of God may go on. 
. The Apostle elsewhere gives directions concerning demean­
our in the church (1 Cor. 14:34, 35). This passage l'efers, 
apparently, to· disorder in the church because of some women 
disturbing the service by leaving their seats and going over 
to the men's section in the synagogue to ask their husban.ds 
questions which should· be settled in the home. 

Men and women have their own distinct spheres of testi­
mony and activity. In the beginning God created Adam, then 
Eve (Gen. 1:27). Woman was made for man, to be a help, 
meet or adapted for l).im (Gal. 8:18, 21, 22; 1 Cor. 11:12). 
Eve was the first to be deceived, then Adam hearkened to 
her, and'he also sinned (Gen. 3:1-7; 2 Cor. 11:3). God bas 
fitted women physically, mentally and emotionally for home 
and family life, and also for vocations pertaining to training 
and m~nistry for others. Men, on .the other hand, are equip­
ped WIth strength, powers and gifts of mind and intellect 
which ·adapt them for ·public life, for positions of authority' 
and responsibility. Our God, however, is sovereign, and when 
He calls upon one of His servan~s, either man or woman, to 
perform unusual duties for Him, .obedience must be given to 
His commands (John 2:5; Acts ~:6; Rom. 11:29; 1 Cor. 7:20). 

Daily, Bible Readings 
Jan. 21:-Worship God Alone ................................ Deut; 6:18-25 
Jan. 22-Worship Him in Spirit ............................. John 4:19-26 
Jan. 2S-Worship ,with Pure Heart .......................... Psalm 24 
Jan. 24-Worship in the Beauty of Holiness ............ Psalm 96 
Jan. 25-Worship with Thanksgiving ........................ Psalm 95 
Jan. 2S-Worship in the Sanctuary ............................ Psalm 99 
Jan. 27-Worship Christ the Lamb of God R~v .. 6:8-14 

Suggested :Bymns . 

Praise Him, praise Him. 
o worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
Sweet is the work. 
Ye servants of God. 
In Thy name, 0 Lord, assembling. 
The dawn of God's dear sabbath. 
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YOU ought to own a copy of 

THE DOCTRINES·' OF GRACE' 

by T. T~ Shields 

BECAUSE you will find in the-. chapter 'on 'the Sovereignty' of God, 
assurance of God's' overruling, in spite of the seeming triumph of vain men 
of out day.' . 

_ BECAUSE you will find, in. the chapters on 'the Person of Christ and 
the meaning of ~is death,. a clear Biblical position outlined, ena~ling you to 

. fortify your sou't against the radio and press of our day, which give out' so 
~uch wrong tea~ing about these matters, 

BECAUSE you will find, in the chapters on ... ~e work of the Holy 
Spirit an4 sanctification (subjects on which . many . are led astray) sane, satis­
fac~ory teaching for the heart and. mind. 

BECAUSE you 'will find great peace and consolation in the chapters on 
the eternal security of the believer, where"proof after proof, as to the scriptura.-
ness of this teaching, is piled up. " 

/ These, plus many other things, are .to be found within the covers of this 
beautifully. bound volpme with its cle~ easy-to-read type~ 

GIVE YOURSELF A TREAT. ORDER,.A COPY NOW! 
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