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Jarvis Street Chu'rch Motto for 1957-

"60' FOTfliI/TtI" 
(Substance of message delivered by the Pastor, Dr: H. C. Slade, 

at the New Year's morning service, January 1, 1957) 

. "The Lord .said unto lMoses, Wherefore c~t Ibhou UlIIto me? speak unto 1he 
children o'f Israel, that they go ~O>'l1\y81'd."-Exodus 14:15. 

"GO ·FORW ARD.': Th~ children of Israel were in ex-
treme danger. Tl).eY had come out of E'gypt and 

had reached the Red Sea, which was to the east of them. 
To the north and to the soutlh were the bills; 'behind them 
the advancing hordes· of 'the pursuing :Egyptian'S. They 
were in grave ·perii. We sometimes get into 'stra,its like 
that, with seemingly n9where to go. Under such circum
stances the Lord 'Said unto Moses, "Speak \Into the chil
dren of I'srael that they go forward." Whenever we .are 
in difficulty let u.s remember ,·that we have a God· Who 
can. open up the Red Sea befo,re u·s. . 

",GO FORW.A!RD." The children of Israel had been 
given grace in t'hewilderneS'S .. T.hey !h~d been fed wtth 
manna, and they had been led !by the pi'llar of cloud iby 
day and the -pillar of fire by night. The -Lord's 'presence 
wa's with them,'as symbo)ized by the Mercy !Seat. As it 
was with them, so it i's with us, a·s we face this New 
Year. The Lord's command is still, "Go forward". 

"GO FORWARD" -'how? "Go fOl'Ward" -·gra.tefully. 
Oh, reflect upon,the mercies of God: ' i 

"When 'all Thy mercies, '0 my God, 
My risillg soul surveys, 

Transported -with the view I'm lo~t 
. In wonder, love and prai'se." 

"Thy mercies (have ,been) new every morn'ing"; so will 
they be: "Great is Thy fa:ithfulness". How marvelously 
we have been preserved! How wonderfully God has or
dered, our lives! 
"OO~ORW ARD" - humbly. HumbIeness of mind 'be

comes us; there i~s no place for. pride. Let us ask our
selves the question, "During the past year have I always 
acted faithfully, worthily, unblameably?" Ah, no. "God 

be merciful to me a ,sinner" . must !be the cry of each one 
of us. Let u.s be clothed wit'h humility; let us wal'k humbly 
. before our God. 

, ,iGO FORWARD" -·confidentlY. 

"His love in time pa'st, 
Forbids me to think 

He'll leave me at last 
In trouble to sink; 

Each sweet Ebenezer I ·have in review 
. Confirms His good pleasure 

To help me quite through." 

Just.a's with the children of Israel, it is by the help of 
GO'd tha.t we 'have continued· unto this day. He will say 
to us, as He did to them, "I the Lord will fight for you." 
"Yea, in all these things -we are more than conquerors 
thl'ough him that loved us." 80, tru~ting in His prom
. ises·, let us 'go forward with confidence. "Have faith in 
God." Trust in the Lord, and He will never fail you, never 
let you down. 

"GO FORWARD".- prayerfully. Do you wi'S'h to 
prosper 'in this New -Year? You canp,ot -prosper without 
·prayer. "Your heart shall live that 'seek God." In our-' 
'Selves we are destitute, but "1£ any man lack wisdom, let 

. him a'sk of 'God.". Let us go to t'he Throne ~f G~a,ce daily. 
"G~ FORWARD" - seriou-sly, 'SOlemnly. My. journey 

!has an end; so has yours. J eremian said to Hananiah the 
proPhet, "This yeax: thou' shalt die." We do not ,know 
who may go to be with the Lord this year. During .the 
·Past year we h'ave been called, B'~dly, to layaway a num
~ of our members. It i'B' a 'good thing for us to have the . 
end of the journey in view.' . 
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"(}O FORWARD" - Wh~re? First, right 'here in ev~r·y· 
department 'Of our great work. In the Bihle ,SChool let 
us expand and reach the multitu4es in tlil'is city, to whieh 
come people fr()m all over the world. "Go I forward" to 
foreign fields. The whole world is our field. It wi'll ,be 
difficult: the children of' Israel hall to fight for every 
inCh of land they pos·sessed. But God ··still ·s·ay·s, "Go for
ward". "'Be strong and of a good courage.": - ·but "GO 
FORW ARJ?"! God. help us so'to do L . 

Mi\.DE 'OF A :WOMAN ... 
The Christ of God hath.come 

Long promised, long delayed! . : .. 
True God, from Heaven He cometh down; 

... > T,rue man, of woman made .. ' .' 
The Son of God is here: 

'0 fair and welcome morn ;: 
God manifest fn flesh hath come, 

.. . To' us a ChHd is b~rn! . 

. In·I'Owliness He lies, 
That blessed· Babe of heaven; 

Our ·God for us becometh 'man, . 
. To us a 'Son is glveI:1 ! 

He co'meth in llis love, 
For u.s on ea·rth to live; 

Bearing the burden of pur guiit, 
For !lS' His love to give. 

o many-sided love, \ , 
So boundless and so free! 

Love 'Of the cI:adle. and th~ cross, 
What joy we find in thee! 

He cometh in His grace, 
The 'g\iilty to forgive; 

'He cometh in His glorious power. 
That maketh dead men live. 

The Christ of 'God we sing; 
. . T·he .~a'b~ of Bethle'hem! 
And on His infant head. we ,place 

, The royal diadem:' : ._ 
. The crown of thorns is His, 

Thai' child of poverty, . 
Who on this earth of ours can find 

NO' place His head to lay. 
The crown of heaven is His. 

And angels own Him there. 
The crown of earth·shsall yet be ~is 

And we that crown shaU share. 

,. 

HORATIUS BONAR 

MR. HUTCHINSON EXPRESSES THANKS 
. MI".· W .. J .. Hllctchinson desires to offer sIncere. and 

grateful thanks to.a:ll friends at Ja~'S St. Baptist ~Ohurch 
f'Or'the m'any congratulatory cards 'and messages re-

. ceived, together with pers'Onal gifts to bQth himself and 
Mrs. Hu'tchinson on the occasion 'Of his 80th Birthday and 
the 35tli Anniversa,ry. of his coming to Jarvis .Str.eet 
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JARVIS STREET CHUIlCH CALENDAR 

SUNDAY' 
. ' . 

9.415 Bible ·School' for everYlbody. fr'Om grandfather 
to· the baby.: .. . . . 

11.00' Morning SerVice. " . '. 
4.30 Afternoon' Class. . 
6.00'. Young People'S Bible ~~llow8hip Hour. 
6.00 Prayer Service' in ~nway Chapel. 
7.00 Regular evening serVice. 

TUESDAY 
8.00 .DepartmentaI Conferences of the Bible School, 

followed by: ~he teacllil,lg of the' le~so~ at 8.45. 

.THURSj)AY 
2.80· Senior Dorcas Sewing M;eeting. 

. 6.30 . Junior DOrcas Sewing Meeting. 
.8.00 Bible Lecture by nr. H. C. Slade. 

FRIPAY 
. . 7 .. 00 and 8.-15~J.unior and Senior ch'Oir -practices . 

. 7.00 _~day Night.Round.Up f'Or boys and girls. 

SATURDAY . 

8.00 Great Weekly Prarer Sei-vice in Greenway Hall. 

.' Church a·s General Superintendent of the Bible School, ' 
19~2 - i948, an4 Choir leade'r, 1924 - 19ij7. . 

As it is impossible to ac:!tn()wle!i·ge all the for.egoi~g· 
individually, I. trust ft:iends_ will kindly accept this ex-· 

. pressi'On ot-I:l-ppr~iation and~ th~nks.·:· '.' . . '. 
122 Roosevelt Road. 
Toronto ~. Onto ,. (Phil. 1 :3-6). 

JEHOV AJI ;rSIDKENIU 
: . . ". .,/ 

" . Jehovah T~idkenu! .my ~reasurt; andJ)'O~.st 
. Jehovah Tsidkenu! I iie~e'r can be lost; , 

• . II) Thee 'shall,I conquer by flood and ,by field. 
. My cable, my anehor, my. breastplate and's!hield. 

/ 
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tEbe Jarbis.· 6tr~tt· Julpit 

Our Solemn .Obligation 
A Sermon By Dr. T. T.Shields 

P.reached in J'arV'is Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, December 17, 1922 

(IStenogr8lp'hica:ny ~por.ted) 

"I am debtor both to 'the Greeks,' and to 'the BaliKnians; both to ·!ilie wise, and to 
the unwise. . 

"So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the 'goSpel to you that are at Rome 
.a;lso."-Romans 1:14, 15. , . 

E' 'RE our Lord aeparted to be' with the Father, He made dear that he was dominated by one purpose, mastered by 
'a promise to' His disciples that :they ·sbould :receive one idea, carried forward day after day by a g·reat zeai 

a gift of power: "Yeo ~hall receive power, the Holy Ghost for the accomplishment 'of that purpose: '°1 verBy thought 
coming upon you." The purpose of thats·pir.itual endow- . with myself, that I ougpt to do many things contrary- to 
ment was to enabl.e those Who knew Him ~. be witnesses' ·the name of Jesus of NaZareth." Thi·s man Saul, the proud 
'unto Him; and that, in 'a word, i·s the bu'Siness of eve.ry . Pharisee, who boasted that he owed the law' nothing at 
individual heliever, and of the Church collectively. We all, was· consumed With a great passion. TIl'at i's a stri'k
are not here td devi~ new sChemes for 'human better- ing phrase which describes the intensity of his zeal: "And 
ment: we are 'here 010 bear a 'sil!lple personal witness to Saul, yet -breathing out threatenings and ·slau,ghter against 
tihe power of Jesus Christ t'O make men new creatures 'in the disciples .of the Lord, went unto the ·hi~ priest, and 
Him. That i-s the s'imple task o~ the Church, -. nothing deSired of' him lettets to Damascus: "like the hot breath 
more, and nothing less ·than ~hat, - just to be witnesses 'Of some beast of 'prey, determined to possess that which 
to Jesus Ohri'st; to tell what we ,know about Him. It is a .it 'was ·pur-suing. Saul -breathed out "threaten-ings and 
thou'sand pities that we -should insist upon complicating slaughter against the disciples of the Lord·." His mission 
a duty Which God 'has made 8'0 'simple; and "it were well was the very .breath 'of life. Hi,s passion for the 'law, for 
if every ;believer could. come clearly to understand that the honour of the religion of Ms fathers, consumed him. 
that is what !he is saved for; -that is why he is! left here It was one thing for which he lived. Then a voice from 
in thios world, - not to make money, not to enjoy th~ heaven ,spoke; 'and this proud. man, who 'believed that he 
good things of life primarily; !but to be,a living witness wa'S free ·befo.re God and men; that he owed nothing, -
for Jesus Ch·rist. That is our business every day we liw. a voice from heaven spoke, and he suddenly discovered 
There is no other reason f'!)r our existence as Christians tlt'at he was' hopelessly insolvent; that 'he was utterly 
than that. For when that work is fully d'One, and our ban-krupt; that he was in debt, - hopelessly. in debt to 
life"s task of witness-... bearing is completed, the Lord will the law of God. And~ when he expected the doors of .the 
call us bence. eternal prison to swing open to receive him, and the hand 

.J shall speak to you this morning of o~e Who was in of the divine jailer to ma-ke him 'a prisoner forever; be
his day an outstand.ing witness for the Lord Jesus Ohrist. hold, 'he discovered that Msdebt wa's paid; that his obli
In all the history of tlte ·Chr'istian·Chu,reh, there 'has never ga.tion~ were cancelled; that Another had stood in his 
been 'a m'Ore fruitful prea~r than the Apostle Paul. He . room and stead: he learned what la~r he wrote, that in 
laboured ,more abundantly ·than all Ms contemporaries. Him ''we nave redemption through b'is blood, the for
From the ibeginning of his Christian life 'to the end, he giveness of siD's:" it wa's reveal-ed to him that God's books 
did nothing but bear witness to tlte power of divine g.iace. were -balanced; and th.a.t he, who had richly deserved to ' 
'~Straig1i:bway" _. after :his conversion' - he preached be in chains, had been delivered 'iinto .the glori'Ous lib
Christ in the synagogues, that he 'is the ·Sonof God." And erty of the children of God," 'an'd wa's po .longer in debt 
he kept on 'preaching ,Ohrist until, 'as Paul. the 'aged, he to the law. He dj.scov~red, however, that by that deliver
w:a'!l able to say, "I have fought a good fight, I have ance!he bad been placed under an overwhelming obIiga-. 
fin·ished my coume, I.have kept tlbefaith: !henceforth tion to hi~ ,g~t Redeemer; and. that he was more deeply 
there l's laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which in debt than ever. 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall ,give me at that day." 

And I ask you tM·s morning to try to get at the springs 
of tltis active 'l'ife; to discover \Vh'at were the motives 
whiclt lay behind tlt:is· Ufelong testimony to the Lord 
Jesus Chri-St. 

'SomeWhere I ,have 'heard of a coloured man coming 
with his ibrid·e to a certain parsonage to be married. 

. After the ceremony he turned in' simple fashion to the 
minister, and asked Mm tlte amount of Ms fee. ·The min
ister smiled, and said, ''You may pay me what you think -
the bride is ·worth." The groom's eyes shone, and he said, 

I. "0 marsa, you done broke me forever." He never expected 
To begin with, Paul descrLbes himself as a to get out of debt!-

. "DEBTOR" .. Consider how tibis man got into. debt. Saul And when Paul discovered that Jesus had become the 
of 'Tarsus was as 'truly a missionary as Paul the Apostle. hridegroom of his sou1, he·di·scovered that he was '''broxe 
F.rom what we know of if!he life of Saul of Tarsu~, it is . forever"; that there was no possibility of his ever get-

I 
. \ 
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ting out of debt to redeeming love. But it was a blessed, llies; we shall be touching men and .women to-morrow -
obliga:tion, a happy bondage, a glorious bankruptcy; for tomorrow? No, to.day: to.day as you leave this building 
bis chief Creditor was none other than the Lover of his '-:"befure you leave this building: there 'i's a man sitting 
soul. And When he'began to inquire ,'how th'is debt was beside you, a woman sitting beside you; you' owe' it to 
tc. be liquidated, when he a'sked, "Lord, what wilt thou ,God to find out if tha:t man is a stranger, whether he 
haveme:todo?"Hesa:id,,"Arise,andgointothecity,and ,knows Jesus Ghrist: you are his debtor. We owe it to 
jot shall :be told thee what thou ,must do." And the Lord ,every man we meet; wherever, whenever, we meet him; 
said to' Ananias, "He is a Chosen vessel unto me, to bear in Whatsoever relationship we meet' him; we awe it to 
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children him for Christ's sa'ke to preach the everlasting go'sp'el., ' 
!Jf Israel: For I will shew, him 'how ,great things he must' If you and II will ibut dedicate 'Ourselves to this service; 
suffer for my name's s!lke." He dis:covered that his whole if every blood-bought soul here this -morning would 
futul"e was mortgaged; that he had become the bond. accept the simple teaching 'Of that text: I am in debt to 
slave of J ;su's Ch~ist; t'hat he was not ibis own, - he was ~very man w~o does not ,know my Lord Jesus; I am under' 
bought With a price; and that he must spend the r~st of 'bond to make Jesus known - if we would dedicate our
his me, and aIr eternity, ih trying to m'~e some' return s'elves to that serV:ice and ~sOlve that we will 'go forward 
to Him ~o had redeemed him at such tr;me!ldous cost. preaching the Word: set 'on fire by the Holy Ghost, in 
And ~e learned that th~ only way by winch It could be ~e power of the divine S'pir'it, be'aring witness for Jesus, 
done was to render service to those Whom the Lord loved. ,we sh'Ould h-ave a,revival at once: I am positive we should. 
The ~rd said to :him' in ,ffeet, ",Saul, if you wou!d 'pay , It is well that we shouJd pray; and we ca:nnot pra.y tod 
me; 'If you would show now much ,you love me; If you much. It i's, well that we 'should invO'ke Heaven's blessing 
would endeavour to diseharge your ob'ligation; then from upon those whom we love; but we mu'st ourselves recog
this forward be my witness: 'tell other people, who are in nize that GOd u'ses hUIfi:an instrumenta:lities for the ac
debt to the law, a's you are; tell other people, who are comp1ishment of His work. We 'are bound :before GO'd "To 
-bopnd with the chains of sin, as you were, of One Who tell to all around, What a dear'Saviour we have found." 
is 'able to set them free." We ,shall never ;do this, unles~ we recognize that we 

And that is true of every one of us, we are bankrupt are under a per80nal obligation to Jesus ChriSt. There are 
before God. There, is no possibility of our paying what some Greeks who are not particul~rlY lovable; there are 
we owe; butbarbadans aiat are by no mean's winsome; there are ·some 

"Jesus paid it all; wise men' who are about as hospitaole', as an iceberg; 
and there 'are unwise people w!ho are just about as at. 

. 1iractive as the slums. As a matter of fact, we are not 
particularly l'Ovable, any of us. IOh, we are occasionally, 
perhaps; ,but I am speaking of what we really are seven 

Therefore, we are henceforth debtors. There Irests upon days in the week. And if you are going to be directed 
every one of us a solemn obligati()n to make Jesus Christ merely by something without, -by your love of men and 
known, even to the uttermost parts of the e-arth. Paul women who are' themselves lovable and attractive, yo,u 
recognized that what Jesus had done for him had made wili not 'preach the gospel to very -many 'people. But you 
bim a debtor to an ~en. He 'said, "lowe it to the Greek, see Paul was not spurred on by the attractiveness of. 
-to the man 'Of culture, to the man who seeks after Wis- those to w!hom he preached the go'spel;, he was driven 
dom, to the .'man who i's proud of hi,s intellectual attain· fQrward by his sense of obligati'On to One Who died for 

All to Him lowe: 
S;in :had left a crimson stain; 

He washed us white as SIlOW." 

, me~ts, to the man who thinks that by. his own reason he him. 
can fathom the mysteries of life - lowe it to t'he Greek Thus, we must rememb'er that it i's' a debt of honour, 
,to telnrim that the wisdom of this world":is foo'lishness .50 far as we 'are concerned. We are in honour bound 
with God: lowe it to him to preaCh the everlasting to do for our Lord Jesll;s, in obedienc~ to His command, 
gospel." what He requires. And so it comes' to this, that by no 

Do not 'pa'ss by the wi-se ,man; do not forget you.r obliga· ,resolution to do our duty s'h'all we ever become effective' 
tion to those who think they· have no need of 'Christ. witnesses for the Lord Jesus. I know-it would be useless 
Let us not confine our efforts to the man in rags, to the to ask men a:nd women here thios morning to resolve to 
simple man wh'O knows~ut little. Remember, thal..we are speak to 'somebody about Jesus to-day, and to-morrow, 
charged to bear a mes'sage from Him, - "in- Wihom are" and keep on do~ng it. Per'haps it would be bett!!r for you 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and' knowledge . .'. in not, t'O do' it; fur it depend's. upon what you know about 
Whom dweUeth all the fulneS'S of the Godhead bodily;" Jesus. But if His work is so .real to us, and of ,sueh in
that we are Charged to endeavour to br'ing' .every man estimable value that He never fades from our vi'sion; that 
into vital personal ,relationship to Him,Who is, the source He is always the altoge'.ifu.er. lovely One; that He is the, 
of a'll wiSdom, the very fountain 'Of 'knowledge. One with Whom we live, and wi,tIl Whom we converse; 

It is our obHgation, I say, to preach Jesus to the ,the One of whose Igrace we ~re daily receiving; the One 
Greek; but alSo'to 'the bal'lbarian, - to the unlettered, ' with Whom we walk; the .one Who.is more real to us 
to t'he simple, to the ignorant, to the savage, to the man" tha:n any of our .frien-ds; the One wh'Ose redeeming w()rk 
who, dwells :in the regions beyond: it is ou.r obligation to is' so precious to us, that it is the most natural thing in 
make Jesus 'known to the unw'i'se, as wen as to the wise. t'he world to tell other people about ;it, - then from a 
And I would like to press1ihat for a: moment simply. We 'sense of obHgation to Him, we s1l'all be a!ble to tell others 
shall meet them to.morrow, '- the Greek and the bar. what Jesus nas done. , 
ibarian, the wi'se and the unwise. We shall meet them in I -will tell ~u, why we do not de, it more often. It is 
our business; we 'shall meet them on the street-cars; we because We lose the ,bloom 'Of our first ~perience, the 
shall talk ,with them as tJhey come to our doors; we shall first' joy of .redemption .. There are, a great many people 
meet them socially; we &hall·find them in' our own 'fam- - whose Christian experience is, a thing of the past. There 

• 
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was a day in the ion'g and distant past when they 'dealt 
with J esU's very ':much as they dealt 'With an insuranc~ 
agen.t .. They got the poliCY; Imdi 'Put it away in a drawer, 
and they said, "Some day when I die, my ·wife will get 
'something;" or, ",Some day when the policy. matures, 
there will be a payment." But "fuey d~ not take it out and· 
look at it· every day. It is not 'something that i's helping 
them every minute ·they Uve. An'd' therea,re ,multitudes of 
people Who have no vital relationship to Ohrist; who' are 
not living in daily fellowship with Him; Who are not 
spurred on by. a ,presen.t 'experience of His grace, to tell 
other people What Jesus ha's done for their souls. It is only 
a's we 'abide in Him, and as He abides in us; as' we live 
in the joy of His presence, .that 'We -sh'all be able to bear 
witness to His abounding grace. 

Thu's, I call vh'is morning, every one, as I cali Il!-Y own 
s'pirit. to. a "review of our experiences; that Woe may esti
mate. again the measure of' 'Our indebtedness' to Jesus 
Christ; that so.. we may disch8l1'lge this debt o·f honour to 
Him Who died for us.' . 

'You' remem:ber When 'Peter returned to 'his Lord, and 
Jesus s.aid·, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 'of;ihou me.?" he 
said, "'rhou knowest that I love thee. He .saith unto Mm, 
~eed my sheep. . If Y'OU love Me, then let it be proven by 
your. unfail'ing testimony fur Me." And if that be 'so, is 
there a mountain so ·steep, or a vaHey so dark, o,r a' storm 
sO.wild,·or a nig'htso ,starless, or a lion so fierce, that you. 
will ~e unwili'ing to' face it? . 

II. 
WHAT THEN IS .oUR ,SHARE? How are we to do 

this? I ·~m debtor to tell everybody.about Jesus .. And as 
I have been speaking to you :in thi-s 's'imple fashion this 
morning, some of you have said, "Well sir, I would glaqly 
do it if I could." During the days of the L'aymen's Mi:s
sionary Movement, they used to talk about "ou,r share": 
Wha.t 'is our share of. the obligation? I want to ask every 
man and wOllllan here this morn'ing, who professes faith 
in the Lord jesu's, and who is indebted to Him, - I want 
to ask you, W'hat i's your 'share of th'at debt? How much 
do. you owe? Well, you cannot esti,mate that; but how 
much can you pay? What can you' do? What return can 
ypu possi'bly make for "fue 'infinite sacrifice of the cross? 
You say, 'Olf I were like S~ul; if only I h'ad his splendid 
endowments·; if only I had, his master-mind; if only I 
had his spiritual discernment; if'l had but his eloquent 
pen; ;if I could write a's Paul wrote; I should count it a 
great honour to give myself to the service of the Lord." 
But I want to' teli. Y'OU, my friend,s, that every one of us 
here can give just as much as Paul gave. We can do ex
actly what ~aul the Apostle did; an!i this was his share: 
"A'S' much as in me i'S" -I 'a murderer: he looked' at the 
cross; there was no measure to it. . 

If I were to try to estimate the lo:ve of the Lord Jesus, 
I do not Know' by .what 'standard I could measure it. If 
I could bring before you the goreat mountain ranges, 
jostling each other, crowiIing each other for space, upon 
God"s earth; if, I could d'escribe to you the ,gz-eat rivers 
rising ,yonder and increasing in volume as they flow 
onwai"d into the oceans, or broadening out into these 
great inland seas, and ·at last rushing down to the mighty 
deep; if 'I could brin·g before you all the oceans that belt 
t~e world; and then ask ·.you !o estimate the depth of 
them, and the height of the mountains, or to project your 
mind 'into the ethereal spaces, and try to count the num-

r • 

ber of the starry world, until mathematics all fail; if you. 
pile all th~e st-anda,rd's together, you have nat, .. even then, 
a standard that can measure the Infinite, or estimate the 
leong'th and breadfu 'and depth and iheight of ",the love of 
Christ, Which passeth knowledge." , 

And my' -brother, in face of that, we are to go forward 
preaehing ,Christ. Did you ever see, what I i"ememoor 
reading somewhere, called, "The cross in the skies"? "For, 
as "fue neaven . is' high aibove the earth, 'so great i's his 
.mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is· 
from the west, so far ihath he removed our transgressions 
from us." The height of heaven, the measure of the east 
from the west, - that is the measure of ;the love of God. 

"As much a'S' in me i's, I am ready." Are you ready to 
yield _ yourself to ·the matchles·s, measureless, love of 
Christ? What i'g: in you?J . 

. It ·means, of course~h~ dedicaticm of all natural pow
ers. You 'say you cannot speak. Who ·says, so? There are 
some Christians, '- and we h'ave all been like of;ihat: I 
know I was the first two years of my Christian experi
ence, - who are lik~ ·some shy little girl who. comes into 
the parlor 'in the presence of visitors. 'She carnes up, and 
the visitor'says, "And what i's your name?" But she has 
not 'anything to 's'ay. "And hqw o"ld are you?" ~nd then 
the visitor piayfully says, "Well, have you lost your' 
tongue?" Nothing'to ·say." Her m'Other says, "She is not 
always as quiet a's fuat." .0 no; we are not always as 
quiet 'as that. Somebody says, "I could not 'Rpeak for the' 
Lord Jesus." Now, you think "fuat is true. We, all have 

, thought that 'is true; but He maketh 'the dumb t9 speak.: 
"As mUJ!h as 'in me 1-s." No, you have not the eloquence 
of an apollos. Perhaps 'he was not eloquent when he 
began. . 

But I ca:ll upon you th"is morn'ing not only to 'give your 
heart wholly to the Lord Jesu's, but to gi1Je your. to'Y/,gue 
to Him. And my bret'hren and sisters, if our mouth's were 
continually filled with His praise; it would save ~s'·a lot 
of 'trouble. "Out of "fue same mouth proceedeth biessing 
and cursing . , . These things ought not so' to "be." Y()U 
keep your tongue busy speaking about Jeau's, praising 
Him.: let your conversation be always witih grace,. s'eas" 
omid' with salt, always, everywhere; 'just as if your great 
Creditor were present, as He is; and as if He were listen
ing, as He is'; arid as if He were iriquiring, 'as He 
does, "Are you paying your' debt to-day? You area 
debtor: Are you trying to liquidate that debt? ~re you 
letting your tongue speak for Me to-day?" 

I charge you in the 'name o~ the Lord to remember that 
·the s'ilenee of Jesus before Pilate wa's des'igned to teach 
you sometimes to be silent; but His speech betore pilate, 
When He ·said, "To this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, th'at I should bear withes's'. unto 
the truth," 'should teach U'S that these tongueB belong to 
Him,· to ·be used wholly for Ris glory. "A,s much a·s in 
me is :'~ Are you ready? 

It also meaD'S the development of our latent power8; 
Nobody knows how much of;ihere is within. We .do not be
come perfect all at once, :hi any profession, in any art. 
We have 'to learn how to do things, And we h'ave to lea.rn 
to do w.eH. We have to learn to speak for Jesus. We h'ave 
to learn what to 'speak. Are you young people ready this 
morning to 'say, "0 Lord, as much as in me is', I am ready 
to preach .thy gospel"? I have heard people .quote· in the 

. prayer-meeting, sometimes, a text 'which I think is much, 
bigs-er t'han some o~ U'S imagine. W ~ have 'fl'aid, "Bless 

'. 
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the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name." "All that is within me;" but 'there is far 
mqre within you, my frien.d, than you hav~ 'any idea of. 
There are latent powers there, which may be developed 
to the glory of God. You may 'acquire fluency of speec·h; 
you may 'acquire a great knowledge of the Word of God .. 
There is a student· who comes to our prayer-meetings 
sometimes, - he i·s ju'st a student in one of the colleg~s: 
but I would go a long way at any time to hear him pray. 
Many of you wi'll instantly recognize ~im; thoug'h you do 
not know his name, perhaps. He is just saturated with 
the Word of God. He just prays 'in the very language of 
Scripture, - 'a veritable Niagara .of divine thought, 
poured 'out befo·re God. 

·.'As much a's in me is." Mr. Moody used to say, "The 
Lord cannot use a man who does not know his Bible.~' . 
We 'have been' praying f.or a revival; and ·supposing God 
were to !.lend it to~day, What part could you and I take? 
what equ'ipment have we for leading men and women and 
boys and girls into the light? have we studied the Word.? 
have we learned how to use the swordiof the :Spi,rit? have 
we leal1led ~ow to use this 'as a lamp to lig.ht .UP the dark 
places? are we getting ready for that great ,sphere of 
service to which God may be calUng some of U'S ? ".A:, 

,much as in ·me is, I am ready." . 
. I read the story once of M·r. Moo'4y who, at 'the close 
of one of 'his great meetings,. came down from the plat
form and putting his hand on somebody, said, "Are you 

· a Christian?" He said, "No sir .... "Then," he said, "sU 
down there until I get sOMebody to talk with yOu." He 

- put his' hand on another bt;o'ther, and he sa'id, "Are yC?u 
a en·r·i·stian?" and he said, "Yes." "Well, come gnd talk 
to this man." "But," he sa~d, '''1 never dld any,thing like 
that Mr. Moody." "Then sit down there and I Will get 
somebody to talk to you." That was 'a bit of his practical 
common sense, you know. If' we 'are not ready to talk to 
somebody eIse; we are badly in need of having somebody 
to talk to us. 

But shall we this morning say, "As ,much as in me i's. 
I am ready"? It may be there is some one here who has 
been doing ,th'at for a 16ng/time, without hav:ing had any 
results. You ·say. "I have been just doing the best I can'; 
and I do not know that any souIs have been saved·. And 

· I have come to the conclusion that my talents a-re ·so sma'll. 
my ability, Is' so insignificant. that Ute 'Lord could well 
dispense with me." This text means, All there 'is of you, 
-()f body, of mind; and. of s'pir'it: heart opened to the 
Snirit of God, the mind just given up to the Spirit of 

· God., that "it may be flooded with His light, tihal all its 
powers may be brougpt in sU'bjection to the Holy Ghost. 
It -means all-that; and wheri you 'have it all together, 'Some 
modest 'soul here this morn'ing, says, "Even 'with all that. 
sir. it does not amount to very much; because I am just 
a little man. As much as in me i's: that is not very much." 
Well, I hope you feel like that. I wish we could all' feel 
like that, and ke'ep feeling Iike-'that. You know there i-s,no 
dan.ger of our ever becoming too sma'll for God to use us: 
there is great danger 'of our becoming too big. 

I want to remind you th-at this means.-"As much as in 
me ·is .. ...:..your little powers, whatever they may be, plus 
Deity, plus Omnipotence: t!hat 'is what it means. "I cannot 
go witih these." ~a:id David to Saul, son of Kish; and hI;! 

/put off the imlendid nrmour. and the great sword. anll the 
. helmet - a'll th'e milit8lry equipment.:. and he took 'his 

slin'g, and went to the brook 'and· gathered five smooth 
stones. And ~ou say, "Dav.id, ate you going to-battle like 

that, withou.t a sword?" . because there was no' sword in 
Dayid's hand. "Yes, I am .going -to do the',best I can -to
day." "Well, how'are you going'to do it?" "As much as 
in me 'is,,I have dedicated .. it to the service of the Lord. 
I am going out against that giant in the name of the 
Lord of hoosts, - the God of the armie's of l's.rael, 'whom 
thou h'a'st defied." "As much as in me "is," .- just his 
little ability;' and you "know the resuit. Just' one smooth 
stone in David.'s slin:g,' in the sling in the hand of this 
trained man of the wilderness! 00 no, one 'smooth stone 
in the 'sling·hi ·the hand of Omnipotence; I;lnd the giant 
licked the dust;' and there was a gl'eat victory in Israel. 

"As much as 'in ·me "is." Wi'll you let Him have it? -
little or much, whatever it 'may be. Can We say this 
morning, "Lord, we are ready - ready"? 

'1 wish I were just beginning 'instead of closing; and I 
think I would- take a~ 'a text, l'II am ready." Are you. ready 
-not by and -by, bwt now? All there is of you, is, it at 
God's di'sposal? Are you' ,ready to preach the gospel- tQ 
. anybody, everybody, to Whom God Shall send you? "But 
Paul, aren't you just a Uttle extravagant?" "No, I am not 
ashamed of the· gospel of Christ;' for it is the power of 
God, to me: it saved me.~' "This is 'a faithfuls'aying, and 
worthy of aU acceptation", ....:.. yes, yOu Greeks, you accept 
it; you- wise men. of the earth, you accept 'it - "worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ JesU"s came into -the 'World 
to save sinners; of Whom l·am.chief." That is what madp. 
Paul unashamed of the gospel.: it was what the 'gos'pel had 
done fo,r him; and 'he wa's ready. Let us ask Him to malke 
us ready. 

HENCEFORTH 'UNTO HIM 

(2 Cor. 5:115) 

'Lord:, to myself· I cannot live, 
For pasSions a-re fierce and strong, ./' 

- ' Doubt and despaiI: the will enchain, 
The conflict rages' long. 

Lord, to myself I s:hould not live, 
. My heart is ,blind with sin. . 

No wisdom have I that life to guide, 
. DarIoiess 'would re'igri within. 

Lord, to myself I would not iive. 
To come at the close of day, 

With 'shame my empty hands to'show, 
No tributes Thy loove to repay. 

Lord, to myself I may not live,. 
This Hfe is not mine own, 

Purchased and 's'ealed on Calvary's cross, 
'Tis a gift by blood atoned. 

Lord, to myself I will not live. 
'That'self is weak and vain. 

But unto Him w~o' died for me, 
. Who died and lives 'again! I 

Lord, to myself I shall'not Hve, . 
F'rom henceforth - Thou the way, the Igoal ! 

Thy 'perfect wisdom the path shall show, 
Thy grace shaIi make pte whole. 

-O.L.·C. 

\ 
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JARVIS STREET CHURCH SERVICES part in 'prayer and testimony, praising th'e Lord for His 

THE Christmas. services ·~t Jarvis '·Street C]1urch com- goodness in the past and in:tplorlng His. blessing for the 
. menced .on 'Thursday even'ing, December 20th, when future upon tile· church as a whole, the individual mem

the Senior and Junior Choirs under the direction of Mr. hers, the leaders, the' families and upon al'l those near' and 
W. J.Hutchinson, presented the' Annual Caroi Service,' far. who·.~re a:ssociated with us in the work of'the Lord .. 
Mr .. C. L. Penney acoo'mpimied the choirs on t'he organ, - The for~lgn fields were not forgo~ten, Gratef.ul ac~nowl
and Mi'ss. Jean Ibbotson p,resided at the piano. Greenway edgement~as made of ou.r debt to the stalwartsamts of 
Chapel had been tasteful'ly decorated for· the occasion. old who laid th~ fou~dat~ons of the church and 'left· us 
The singing was most inspiring, and the large audience' s.uch a.godly herIt;~~e III ~rust.l , 
listened With ·keen delight to the yarious hymns, carols, D~. Slade ~ontinued the custom of .the former pastor, 
carol hymns and carol songs, in w'hic'h the fresh and clear Dr. T. T. Shields, in suggesting a c'hurch motto for the 
'younger voices blended· so well with the more mature and New Year:. It was' this: uGo forward" (Exod. 14:15). HE:' 
stronger tones of the adults. The duets and solos were commented most helpfully on the truth of this text, and 
also most enjoyable. It was well to be reminded by ·Mr.· the suhstance of 'his brief message wil'l be ·found on the 
Hutchinson of the deep significance of the Incarnatioll f·ront page of this issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. Thus, 
of Christ, for He came to earth that He inight die for 'as a body of God's ;believrng people, Jarvis Street Church 
the sins.of men. , . in all its.departments and through its' va.rious, avenues 

All ~e "services were wen attended d1l1ring the holiday . of service :has passed ahother'milestone, and before the 
season, and the Lord;'s presence wa's manifest in our midst. Lord h!ls consecrated 'herself to ugo f()rward" in His 

_ as Hi's Word was pre~ched in ,power and 'in the demon- name, gratefully, confidently, prayerfuUyand 'sc:»lemnly .. 
'stration of the' Spirit. Prayer' is ,being answer-ed 'on he- The first Saturday Night Prayer Meeting of the 
!half /of p~rents and families of our Bible Sc;hoo) scholars; year i was truly ,a . great· meeting, and thus. the out
as' a number of them 'have recently commenced attending pou.ring of Gad',s blessing on Sunday. was not un
the 'Services, and~ it is a great joy to see some of them' expeciid. At the ,morning' 'semce on January . 6th, 
openIy confessing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The Dr. Slade preached earnestly and 'strongly on the 

, Lord's hand of bles'Sing in the Bible School' itself has re-, Ilheme, u'T·rea'sures in Heaven" (Matt. 6·:19-21).'. ,We' 
suIted in the salvation of many of t~e.sdholars. ,have' gre~t~iC'hes in· Christ ·(2 Cor. 8 :9), and, we ,must 

IOn ISunday morning, December 23rd, six persons, foul' put divine things fh:st in our lives . (M,att .. ~ :33). There 
adults and· ,two scholars responded to ... the invita.tion. Dr. is danger in laying up treasures on earth, but' the'Lord 
H. ,C. ',gIade ·preached. that morning on t!he s'ubject, "A counseIs us to lay up treasures ill :heaven by s'etting our 

, Visit to Bethlehem" (Luke 2:9,11,15), emphasizing the affections on things above, by faithof.ully giving forth 
f'act that the 'sheph~rds went with haste ·to see the -Ghrist: . the, message of the 'Gospel, by :being· falth~ul. st,ewa,rds of 
t!hen returned with ·rejoicirig, setting an 'example for all what we possess and· by red~em1ng the time, laying hold 
who would, earnestly 'seek the Savio.ur. On Sunday ev~nlng of our op.porturiities; , In clOS'ing his' message .Dr. Slade 
of that day 'Dr. Slade expounded with claI1ty and power, urged all pre~ent to place t'heir treasures in heaven, 
the great doctrine of the Incarnation of Christ '(Gal. 4: where, they can enjoy. them for evez:. Six persons re-
4, 5). . . . .' sponded to'the invitation. lt was-a touehing 'sight when 

On Sunday morning, December 30th, Dr. Slade preach. a little girl left her seat in the gallery to come-and 'con
ed convincingly on the theme '''A Pastor's Joy" (Col. 2: fes's Christ; as she did so, her father came from his seat 
,6-10). The true pastor finds his joy in seeing the be- on 'the main floor and met her at the front. 
lievers strengt!hened 'in fai'~h, grounded in the Word of The evening message on "Christ, Our 'PaS'Sover" (1 
90d, rejoicing in Christ and, becomiJ:~g fruitful in every Cor. 5 :7, 8) was a fine preparation for the Monthly Com
·good ~rk. At the close of the service two more scholars munion Service which foUowed. The Paschal Lamb was 
f·rom .the 'BiobleSchool openly confessed· their faith ill typiCal of Christ, the La'mb of God, Who was sacrificed 
OI!rist. One'of the hi'ghlights of this service was t'he lovely for our redemption and.-salvation: The ordinance'of the 
message, sung ,by the large Ju·nior Ohoir:' . . PassOver, estl;l,blis'hed 'at t!h'e time of the exodus from 

"Who came :down from heaven to ea·rth? 
Jesus Christ our Saviour! 

Came a child of. lowly birth? 
'Jesus 'Ohrist our Saviour. 

"Who was lified on the tree? 
Jesus· Christ our Saviour! 

There tQ:ransom you and, me? 
Jesus Chri~t our Saviolir!"-

At 'the evening service three beljevers were ibaptized.· The 
pastor preached· an appropriate New . Year's message on 
"A New Creation", taking as his text 2 Cor. 5:17, "l'f . 
any man be in ,Christ, he is·a new creation," . 

F.or. over one; 'hundred years -the Jarvis Street family 
'have gathered for 'a 'solemn, .yet" joyful servjce of prayer 
and dediqation each New Year's morning. This service is 
unique, and year after year the Lord 'has met with His 
people to bestow peculiar blessing, as 'in unhurried man
nerthey ha.ve waited upon Him. One after another, many 
of· the g'aints, young, middle-aged· and older ones, took 

Egypt (Exodus· 12:·1-14), was ty'pical of the ordinance 
of the Lord',s Supper. ' 

"When God of old the way of life 
. Would teach to an His own, 
He "placed them safe beyond the reach 

Of deat~, by blood alone. 

"It is His word, God's.precious word, 
It stand'S for ever true: 

.' 'When I 1fu.e Lord s'h'aIl..see the iblood, 
I wiH paS'S Qver you.' . . 

"By Christ, the sinless Lamb of God, 
'The precious blood was s'hed, 

Wheri He fulfilled. God's holy Word, 
And suffered in our stead. 

"The wrath of God that was our due 
Upon the Lamb was laid; 

And by the shedding of His blood 
T;he debt for us was paid." 

........ ------------~~----~--~ 
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Assisting the 'Chi'ef Shepherd 
, Rev. Gerald B. Griffi~, B.A., B.D. 

(A .sunday morning Sermon on the occasion of the Induction of Elders' 
/ and D~acoris at Charlot~e Chapel, Edinburgh) , 

''The elders' whiCh are among you t exhort . • . Feed the Ifloek of God, wlhicl1 is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by consif;ra:int, but willingly, not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being en
samples to the flock. And when :the clliief shepherd' s1hall appear, ye shalij "Teooive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away."-1 Peter 5 :14. '. 

I DO NOT propose to iimit thi's Charge to ~ur. newly
elected el4ers. ~ ihave read, ollils paragraph as a text 

for one reason only - to focus attention upon the figure 
~ha't runs through it, that of the shepherd ,and the flock. 
Our Lord is here described: as the ,Chief ,Shepherd and 
eIders as His under-shepherds. ' 

. 'The :Shepherd is one of the most familiar and eherished 
'figures ()f &riptu're~ It i-s used of God: "The 'Lord is my 
Shepherd." It was u'sed of ,Old Testament kin~s and proph
ets. It became one of the symbols of the Messiah.' "He 
,shaH feed hIs flock like a 'sb:epherd and gently lead those 
'1ihat are with young.'" Jesu's saw the harassed multitudes 
of His day 'as sheep without a sihepherd. He addressed 
His disciples ,as' ins "little 'flock" and saw in His arrest 
.in Geth'~mane the fulfilment of Zechariah's prophecy: 
"I will 'S:IDit.e. the s'hepherdaIid the sh'eep shall be scat
tered." 

The ,figure of shepherding is used, too, ofOhristian 
leadersh'ip. Our Lord commi'ss'ioned S'imon Peter--to feed 
,~nssheep. When we Baptists t'l,link of a shepherd we 
tend to think most readily of the Minister or Pastor as 
the 'man 'set' apart to 'the pastoral 'charge of a church, 
And of cou'rse we a,re not altogeth'er wrong in this, ·fol' 
the word ttanslated' "pastor" in E,phesian's 4:"11 ("And 
he gave some .... pastors"r means,1iterally "shepherd". 
But the New Testament uses th1s' figure of shepherding 
quite eqliaUy of church eMers. 'Paul',s Chal'lge to the eld
ers at Ephesus was in these' ,terms: ''Take heed there
fore unto yourselves, and to aU the flock, over Which the 
,Holy 'Ghost hath made· you overseers, 'to feed the Church 
of, God, which. he hath purch'ased' with His own blood,. 
For I know this, that after my departing ;shall grievous 
wolves 'enter in a,mong you, not 's'paring the-flock." (Acts 

'20:28-29.) And, Peter uses the same'langu'age to the 
elders of the Dispersion iIi our t~xt. 

But tbjs fi'gure of shepherding i,s capable of a still 
wider interpretation. For a& Dr. Temple ha's finely gaid: 
"The pastoral office, li'ke aU other offices in the Chu,rch, 
is' a focali-sation, so to speak, of a function of 1ihe Whole 
Church and all its members." We are on called to witness 
and to exercise a Christi~n influence. The Shepherd heart 
'and' mind is not to" be confined to pastors, eld'ers, deacons, 
Sunday -School teachers, and the t:ike. Every Christian 

, moth'e!' is ordained in a very :real sen'Seto ,exerci's'e a pas
toral office 'among her Children. . We all have a place of 
Christian influence somewhere, and there is no true 
Christian influence anywhere which cannoi be regarded, 
as under-shepher4ing under the Chief Shepherd. 

So in speaking of the task,of under-shepherding I am 
enlarging its merely official boundaries 'to inclJde all Who 
are ready' to take their Christianinfluen~e seriously. 
This i's an hour 'of dedication fOl" us on as a chUrCh., It is 

.... 

t'he first d'ay of a new year, when the mood of dedication, 
is specially ,proper to us all. 'It is also an important land'
mark in our church life 'as we set a'part our Elders' and 
D'eacons' Courts for a period of five years. It 'Would then 
be wrong for any of us to sit here this morning in the 
role of 'a spectator. We mu:st all 'share in this dedication 
and offer ourselves to the Great Shepherd of the sheep 
as His, assistants and helpers in ou,r Church ,and home and 
business, and, wherever else His sheep may be found_ 

'But What does it mean for a Christian to be an urrder
shepherd of the flock? The answer is given in, our Lord's 
self-portrait of Himself as the Good'Shepherd in John 10. 
Let, us th'en consider ou,r 'Ohief Shepherd that we may -
all learn what it·means to !have our Shepherd's heart and 
mind. . .. .. ' , _ -

1. The Good Shepherd 
This beautifuflOth Chapter of John ,paints no less than 

five distinct pictures of the OoOd Shepherd. 
(i) HIS VOICE '(1-5). 

It is ,a winter scene. The sheep were brought down ' 
fr,om the plateau throug'h the na1'll'Ow ravines to the 
shelter of t'heir winter fold. TMs might be a courtyard 
attached to a house. The walls, would be strong' and l),'igh, 
1ihe door would-be stout and bolted, guard'ed, from the' 
inside by an all-night porter. There would be several' 
flocks of neighhouring shepherds ill this communal shel- , 
ter. Each morning ,the shepherd would knoclC upon the 
door, announce h'is identity, and the porter would draw 
back t)he bolts and open the doors. But how was the 
shepherd to sort out his own s,heep? ' 

The Judaean sh'epherd had not ou'r ,use for dogs. where 
,the Highland' 'Shepherd to-day u'Ses !Ids dog, the Eastern 
used his ,voice. The Eastern shepherd really knew hi'S 
sheep one by one. The fact that his sheep were kept more 
for their wool th'an for their meat ,meant that he kept 
them much longer than a British or New Zealand shep
herd, where-the que'stion of choice lamb rules the day. 
Three or four years gave' him time to find a name for 
every'sheep in, Ms flook. I can think of a dozen names for 
sheep Uke brownie: blackie, 'long-ears, black-leg, etc., but 
a hundred! names, :well . . .! The E'astern shepherd reaIly, 
knew his sheep, and they knew' when !he called. 

Permit me a boyhood, memory here. Noth'ing gave m'e 
more pleasure in my early teens than toO spend hoHdays 
on a mountain farm. I learned a little about 'sheep and 

, perhaps a l:ittl~ -more a:bout cows. One of the things that 
amazed .me was the way in which cow-s were cal'led home 
at milking time. ,Some afternoons there would be' no sign 
of a cow' anywhere, they would be grazing in a woodland 
clearance. Then the f'a,.rmer would give Ms magic call 
and,sure enough, out they would. come and walk up to . . 

, ,. 
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his stance alm~t like !human beings. WeH, I became so' 
intrigued that one afternDDn I tried it myself .:..- and all . 
the cows simply stood and stared! They knew. their mas- . 
ter's voice but not this strange 'Schoolboy's. 

The true shepherd, saY'sl Jesus, does not need to climb 
up 'SDme other way to ga.ther !pis flDck. He does not need 
to descend to the stratagems of a thief nor to the'viDlence 
of a robber. He speaks - '~d Ms sheep'hear, come forth 
and follow him Wherever He lead,s. The application is, 'Of 
course, obvious. Not all "in the fold, of Israel were His 
sheep -:- alas, . there were 'bwo ·flocks owning tWD shep
herds. But whHst the false 'shepherd might emplDY a 
thousand arts of deceit and viDlence, the Good 'S'hepherd 
on:ly calls in love, and 'His' own hear and !heed His voice. 

EveryWhere about us to-d1ay there are sheep waiting to 
be called into Christ's flock and' it l's' the task of the 

.. Church tD can them forth. But we cannot' resort to graft 
or violence, we. cannot bribe or ·bludgeon. But we can dD 
someth~ng better: 8peak 1n His name so that His sheep 
may hear theIr Shepherd's voice and foHow. . 

We mourn.~ur ineffectiveiless to-day. So few follow. 
And why? Is our failure altogether due·to the hardnes's 
'Of men'a hearts'? May not some of ·th·e fault lie with us 
-with our poor presentation of the Truth, our false 
tones and 'accents'? . Perhaps the sheep do not rise and 

-:fDIIDW because 'Our vDice is nDt the Shepherd's? . Perhaps 
. we speak more Hke thieves, robbers and hirelings? This 

. Scripture decIal'es plainly 1ili.at they know not tile voice, 
of strangers. Onlyw'hen our s'peech becomes the call of 
the Good Sheplherd to th~il" needy hearts. wiIl men rise up 
and ·fDllow. 

Lord, speak to me that I may, speak 
In living echDes 'Of Thy tone, 

As Thou 'hast sDuirht, so. let me seek 
,'!by erring children, lost a;nd lo.ne. 

for evermore." It i's ,this· sense.of absDlute· safety that 
the 'sheep know when ·the GODd Shepherd keeps constant 
watch over them. Whilst t!hey 'sleep, His presence stands 
ibetween them 'and the fDe, whilst they graze, His keen· . 
'eye scans the scattered, flock; 'and when they move 'On tD 
fresh supplies, He gDes befDre tD ward 'Off each lurking 
peril, an4 tD lead them to Ig;reen grass and cooling streams. 

· All of whiCh proClaims that there ·is 'Security and suffi
ciency for all in Cliri'st. "I am come that men might have 

. life, and that they might 'have it more abund'antly." . 
Ohrist calls His slheep by His voice, He keeps them "in 

safety and p'lenty by His tirel~s's vigil. 
./' 

· (Hi) HIS VICARIOUSNESS (11-15) 
I am the good 'shepherd: ill'e good shepherd giveth 

, his Ufe for the sheep .. 

'Shepherding in P.alesti~e was serious -business'. The 
· shepherd h"ad to accOunt fDr every sheep in his flock. At 
all eoststhe flDCk ~ust be prDtected, and should the in
escapable happen and a sheep was tDrn and deVDured by 
a wild beast, tne law laid it dDwn that the shepherd 
ShDUld 'Prove his devotiDn tD ,hi,s, hapless ~heep -by pro
ducing ·SDme rescued part or limb. It was the natural and 
expected tlhing for a devoted .shepherd to fight to the 
death 'any attacke:r of his flock, be it wild beast, or bandit. 
, ~nd ou'r Lord belDngs to this order of 'shep'herds. "I 

am the' GODd ,Shep'herd: the ·good. 'shepherd giveth his life 
for the 'sheep." "Having 'loved iiis own whiclh were in the 
world, He loved them unto the end." Not so :the hireling, 
however" who only lOO'ks after 'sheep for a living. Jle 
may withstand an occasional stDrm or snDw-faIl, but when 
it becomes a matter of 'life and death !he takes tD his 
heel-s.. He Ihas never taken the sheep tD,JtiS heart: !he does 
not n6p,ri'sh and protect them as his 'Own. His interest in 
them is merely-prof~ss-ional. 

(ii) HIS VIGIL (7-10) (iv) HIS ;VISION (16) 
I atn the door: by me)f 'any man enter in. he shall ..- Our. ~Qrd is no 'sma'll-man shepherd. His ,'s'heep ~ann.ot 

be safe, and shall go in and·out,and find pa'sture. be. put mto one pen, they are upon every mountam and 
slope: So He must go from fold to fold, calling out His 
own flock. The scene now changes from winter to summer. The 

sheep nD longer 'sleep in the valley eourtyard·s·, but il"emaiIi 
on the plateauiI;J.. their-pens; a simple affair_Df four sid~s
and a blank for entrance and' exit. There is nD door: the 
shepllierd himself is the door. He lies across the 'Open' gap 
SD that no wi:ld beast. can· enter and no $heep can leave 
save 'over his body. The 'sheep are safe because he guards 
the door with his own body. I . , '. 

No dDUbt this picture impl,ie~ the deepest truth of the 
atonement. "I am the way: ... nD man cometh unto the 
Father but ,by Me." The new and living way into the' 
holiest of aU, as H~rews declares, was opened for us 
through His flesh. As eachCDmmuniDn Service reminds 
us, it is, only through' His Body ·brDken for us 1JhaJt we 
can ever enter into the Church of t!he redeemed. But the 
pGint I wish tD underscore nDW is the 'security and suffi~. 
Ciency of the shepherd's care. 
• He keeps Watch over his flock day and.niglht. The dan
ger-s which threatened a.Judaean flock were many. The 
sheep might wander 'Over the escarpment and be lDst in 
the wiIderne8'S, ,they m'i'gh"t faU !headlong to. theIr death 
over a 'precipice, the wDlf was never far away. But whilst 
the slhepherd keeps Ms sleepless vigil they go 'in and out 
and find'pasture.·· I \ 

To "go 'in and o~t" wa's tlhe Jewish w~y of descdbing 
a life of absolute ·security. "The Lord 'sha:ll preserve thy 
going out and thy coming 'in from thi~. ,time forth and . 

. ~nd other sheep I have, which are not of this 
fold:: them also I must ,bring, and th'ey "shaH hear 
my voke; and ·thereshall be one flDck -(not "'One 
fold;') and one shepherd. . 

This is His great mi'ssionary passiDn: one Shepherd, one 
Flock. ~nd f~naIIy: . 

(v) HIS VICTORY (27-28) •. 
My 'sheep hear my voice and :r knDw' them, and 

1Jhey follow me: and I give unto them eternal life, 
and': they 'shall never perish, neither sha:ll any man 

. pluck them out of my ih,and. 

His sheep are safe against the soul's final foe, His love 
i's proof"again death. We do not perish untD eternity. We 
die,.lbut the sting of de.ath is no more:. there is nD' paralys
~ng. fep.,r :of j'ud1gment to come .. 'l1re '.poiso~ of death re: 
mams only for the unregenerate. "ChrIst· (tD quote 
Marcu's Dod's) has tasted death for every man, and 'Out of 
each man;'s cup' has sucked the poisDn, S(l that now, as we 
in turn' dnn:k .it, it is but a.'s'leeping draught. There wa's 
a chemi'stry in Hili! love and perfect obedi~nce which d,rew 
the poiSOil 'to His lips, and absDl'bing into His 'Own system 
'all1jhe virulence 'Of it, by the immortal.vigour·Df His own 
eonstitutiDn, He overcame its effecU!, and rose again 
triumphing over its lethargic potenCy," 

\ 
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N'Otlhirig can ,pluCk His sheep out of His hand! Nothing 
can ,Separate us, from ,the "love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. ' 

---love of Christ ip oui 'hearts is, the only required' o'rdina-
tion. I - • , ", • 

His Vicariou.mess. "I am "U)e good' shepherd: the ,good 
shepherd givet)l, hi's life for the sheep." "Good ~i)ei>herd" 

II. His, Under,-ShePherds means literaUy "Beau"tiful shepherd." "And when we shall 
IThese five 'pictu'res of the GoQd Shepherd 'have some- see him, there is no beauty tQ.'~t we should desire ihim." 

thing to ·say.to us this morning as' minister, elders, deac- Is-atah was 'rigpt. ' The Carp:enter of the 'seamles's robe 
ons, Mis'sion workers, Sunday School teachers and par- ~ad no vain g'l&.mour of worldly -pom-p and s'how, But t'he 
ents - in fact,' to all who ',will take illteir Christian wit- beauty of His' sacrifiCial love~! Kings may wea,r'robes 6f 
nesoS,seriously. go-id and. velvet, but what are they to compare with the 

robe He wore on ,Calvary? The only 'beauty,that comes 
His Voice. We have no other weapon in our armory, for?s '~~:iS'tian~ iss'~irituaJ:.,c;iur capacity to suffer with 

We may win 'people-to ou,~selves by our diligence, warm ChrIst m gather~ng Hl's flock. ',We are to be ma,rked by our 
their !hearts with our humour, awe them with our high' 'spiritual pangs, not oqr selfish pleasures.' 
intelligence, thrill them with our singing, and so on and 

'.so fort'h, but tio real wol'k of grace will be done in their 'Nothing les!! than' His Vision sihOuld 'he ours: Of course 
hearts' unti'l they somehow catch in our. 's'peech the ou'r missiooary intere'st can 'never be confIned to 'these. 
accents of the Master's Voice. This is our first priority. four waUs'! '''Go'ye into 'aH"the world and 'preach the 
Of course deacons must he men .of integrity, capable 'of Gospel to every creature.": Of :Course our Christian fel- . 

, coul't'eo-us 'stewardtng "and wise and faithful oversighf of lowshi-p mu'st overflow our ,ow:n' chtireh and denomination. 
a church's fabric and finances. Elders should be su- We musf covet the fullestpossi'bl'e fellowship' and co
premely men of God, competent- to share in the pastoral operation with all those Who ;love our Lord Jes'u:' Ghrist. 

- oversight,of their church, ,ready 'to offer' companionship, in' sincerity and truth. ,Our'Lord longs,that there should, 
counsel and guidance to those who need their ministries; ,be ant! flock and one Shepherd,. Not "one fold". ,The unity 
jea:lous of ,Christ's.!honotir,solicit'ous of Hi:s people's well- of -Which He speaks i-s not that of ecclesiastical uniformitv 

,being, men of vision who 'sens1l, and res'pond to, the but of ' 'Obedience to one Shepherd"s voice. TI() this glorf
spiritual needs and- opportunities of their 'hour. :aut when' bus, vision our faith commitfl' us to lab'Our and love and
we have listed' all our official duties, this is the final pray that every~.:.creature should near t1)~ Gos'pel and: all 
measu,re' of us an. Can the magnetic power of Chiist's . His flo"Ck -be drawn together'in obedience to Hi-s voice.- . 
love be felt in and through us? Do we'ma'ke it,ea'sier for .' And what shall w:e say of His Victo;y?-W e :p~cl'alm 
men to 'Hear the Shepherd Calling? A:ll around us there, to men a 'SIll'epherd who :has vanqui-s'hed Death and Hell. 
are hearts to be loved and won for Christ,~'but only as we 'and w'h'o!le arm. is ever str~ng t~ keep the feeblest of Hi,s 
speak tn living echoes of His tone. And is there anywhere flock. His love will DE)Ver we3!J' out: Time, excJaims 'an 6id 

, a .mo,re tell-tale test ~f our true 'spirituality than 'Our preacher. "crumples the m04ntains, dims' the' 'suns'hihe, 
tone? Sound doctriqb and- a s!h~of.,~_eal we can,"put on". loosens 'the machinery of the universe,". but it cannot 
But a tone of voice cannot be 'imitated, because it rises, touch or impa'ir t1ie love, of Oh'rist!' , 
from- the 'imponderable depths of our soul-so It 1-S an ex- And·as we try to measure, u-p to our colossal privilege' 
pressi'On of our .whole nature. "'In it heart spea'~s to heart as His under-s'hephetds, this is 'Our ·inexpressible con-' 
and draws out a 'heart's res-ponse." And how can we hope clusion. ;His 'love cannot 'fail ~s, nothing can pluck us out 
to speak in liv.iug echoes 'Of His tone, un'less ,our inne·r of Hi-s hanq.. 
life is'constantly "hid.: with Ohri'st in'God"? ' We are all unprofitable servants, and in tMs .-hour of, 

His Vigil. It is, not enough to call men forth. We' must dedication 'some of us a,re 'keenly aware of our limitations: 
'go before them, and keep watch 'Over their, souls a's those "Who am I- to, assist the Ohief 'Shepherd?, I ,am only a 
, who must give account. . .. Every Christian should have -poors'heep mYs'elf." True, but 'let us never forget that 
a slhenherd'love for lambs and. ~straying'--sheep. Many Qf' we 'have a very 'gra<;i'Ous 'Shepherd! And::if we take time 
us faillam~ntablyat thi's point There may weU :be needy to hear and heed His'voite,: not,-going ,bef()re, Him iand 

, hearts waiting specially -for your care., Don't wait then not lagging ib'eh'ind, He will leaq I,1S to -pastures 'sufficient 
to he caned to any offic.iaf office, but begi"n now to win for 'ours'elves and f'Or all whoIP "W~ mu:st call and nourish 
and love those nel'!-res!t you. We are none of us to be ,'shep- in Hi,s name, 
'herd~ :J;>~au8e we carry some special bad,ge or title: the ' • ',.......charotte ,Chapel R~co,.d 

Circu,lar Letter of -the 'Frenc·h·' Bi'bl'e Mis'sion .. ' . ... : 

--- December 6th, 1956. 
'(When-a multitude of thoughts move within me', , 

thy comforts delight my soul."-Fsa'lm 94 ::19. 
My very dear Breth,ren and Sisters 'in Christ: " 

As I meditate, ,pefore writing this Circula.r Letter, a 
multitude, of thoughts are moving within me. In -fact, 
so' many ha-ppenings and· events have crowded- our life 
since la'st 's-pring! Yet, we 'can say with gratitude: "Thy 
comi;orts, 0 Lord, delight my 'soul." -Surely thi's is. 'also 

, 

........ -
your own experience, for, to know the Lord Is a wonder~' 
ful privilege. However, over 30 m'illionsin 'France' ign'Ore' 
Him; unaware of His love, of His cross, ,of His -power to 
save! N evertheles's. we have had the privi-Iege of lead
ill'g many to ,a saving knowledge of Him, and each, time 
we 'have been thrilled with 1Jhe joy of Heaven. 

'~ , ,1_, 
THIRTY YEARJS IN THE SAME CHURCH: While 

celebrating 'our Church Anrliv:eI"Sary'last October, men
tion was made of the fact that this one mar,ked aJso my 

\ . 
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own 30th anniversary as Pastor in thjs bel'Oved church of 
Jesus Ohris't which is at Colombes, Pari·s. So, we ,rejoiced 
together, exalting the .one who can u·se us, giving 'Seed 
t'O the sower, 'songs to the singer and bread .to the hungry 
soul. During that same long ministry we had the privi
lege 'Of. opening a new churCh 'in Paris, Rue' de Sevres. 
W'e thank God for His wonde.rful mercy: Hi1Jherto' has· 
the Lord 'helped us! 'That 'anniversary day was fraught 
with 'special bles·sing. We heard· some dear ones testify-

. ing to the matchless grace of 'the Good who -saved them, 
and later, three 'Of lihem, c'Oming fr'Om Roman Catholicism, 
f'Ollowed the Lord· in baptiSilil. A most helpful time was 
enj'Oyed -at the close of 'the day when some 50 raised their 
voices in'a sea's'On of -prayer 'and thank~giving. We are 
amazed at the th'Ought of all that our G'Od ,ha's 'graciously 
d'One 4uring this l'Ong m'inistry in the sa'me Church, sup-

- plying all our spi,ritual and other needs, c'Oming t.'O 'Our 
rescue eaCh time we raised 'Our. cry to ~im. Surely, great 
is His faithfulness.~ • 

HOULGAT·E. This is a hoHday resort' by' the seaside 
between Caen and Havre, where we -have The Evangelical 
Church. I went'there ih Au'gust f'Or 'Only ten days, c'On
ducting 18 meetings, preaching the Word 'Of God to 
thir:sty souls. 'Tw'O Roman Catholics received Jesus Ghris·t 
a's their personal'Savi'Our and· Lord. Quite a number went 
away musin~ upon their w'Onderful d-iscover;y. 

NIME'S. This -i'S a famous historical Roman city in the 
south 'Of France. There we met f'Or our Pas·toral Confer
ence, in the 'ChurCh of the P,resident 'Of the French Bi,bie 
Missi'On, 'Dr. Robert 'D-ubarry. Some 35 'Of 'Our w'Orkers 
~me.t'Ogether f'Or a week 'Of spiritual feIIowS'hip. A flood. 
'Of news items and ideas ·had- t'O be faced, leaving n'O' 
room for 'One dull· moment. Of course we !had a public'· 
rally every night, and God . used His various servants, 
draWing souls to Him-s~lf. 1 came h'Ome refreshed and 
grateful f'Or such a tonle, '.received througlh fell'Owship 

. with my dear colleagues in 1fue 'Gospel ministry, aqd I 
wa's enc'Oura'ged in the g'O'Od fight. 

M'ULHOUSE. Y'Ou will be interested.'to hear that our 
Als'acian Church 'in Mu]hou'se is' being. much blessed in 
tlhe c'Onstant 'increase 'Of their numbers :because 'Of s'Ouls 
being conquered f'Or -the Loi-d, 1fuese being tokens 'of the 
success 'Of their vari'Ous Gospel enterprises, including a 
printing department. This has led lihem to dicide t'O 

. build a new church with a seatin'g capacity 'Of 250 per.
s'Ons. The digging- of the found·ations wa's d'One by v'Olun
tary ·hel-pers. The wh'Ole structure sh'Ould be "roofed over 
by the end of the yea·r. ,T,be pastor, Rev. F. Bu'hler, 
writes as foll'Ows: "Above a'll, we most earnestly covet 
y'Our prayers, .f'Or unless the 'Lord Ibuild 'the House, they 
labour in vain that bu-ild it. ·May His hand of bles's'ing be 
u-p'On every detail 9f this undertaking. May He als'O cause 
t'O grow the spiritual ed-ifice, whiCh is by far the more 
impor.tant." ,This very. d'ear church' will welc'Ome our 
Biennial C'Onference next summer, and they :hope to havp 
some of our smaller gatherings 'held in their new church
building. Of Course,. aU tMs means financial resp'Onsi
bility, and we 'shall be glad to give them a little 'help in 
that directi'On. 

. 4' 
OUR OWN WED'DING. "We will 'serve lihe' Lord, f'Or 
He is our God." This was the verse that appeared on the 
card a~nouncing our marriage. A number bf you' may 
have heard that the Divine Providence, full of wisdom 
a~d goodness, 'ha-s guided our circumstances for the bene-

fit of His service and also f'Or the .gratitude 'Of QUI" ·hearts. 
So, Madem'Oiselle Denise ChaUand, wh'O f'Or over 16 years 
served the Master· in a missionary institution, has be
come my.'llelpmeet. We b'Oth h'ave the certitude that thif; 
rebuilt h'Ome is, under the 'approval and blessing 'Of God. 
Many.. t'Okens of' an improved 'Us£'fulnes.s 'have c'Onfit"meo 
us i~ 'Our happy convict~'On. . 

SWITZERLAND. My wife and I are about to leave 
h'Ome for a ministry 'Of six weeks in our Swiss churC'hes, 
.especially the,.one at T!amelan, n'Ow wit'h'Out a past'Or. 
May I a'sk y'Ou. to remember us in prayer on behalf 'Of a 
fruitful ministry 'there, and ·thank you for your hearty 
co-operation ? 

OUR MOT'l'O FOR 1957. "God i'S faithful." H'Ow good· 
it is' to ti'u;st Him, whose faithfuIness is our rock and 
refuge in .a world that is trembling under the threats 'Of 
war! May we all .feel secure as we remember this ,repeated 

. affirmati'On 'Of the w'Ord, of ,God. Whatever be 'Our t'O
m'Orrow, we can keep 'On beHeving in the 'faithfulness 'Of 
the One whose wo.rd slhall never pa'ss away. "Great j·s thy 
faithfulness·." 

. MY N.EXT VISIT TO BRITAIN, It·will take-place 
(God willing) first in Ulster from April 24th to May 
16th, then 'in England from May 17th to 30th. Any inter
ested church which wishes a date in the pr'Ogram should 
write immediately either t'O our Irish Honorary Secre
tary, M·r. H. A. J'Ohnston, 13 Ann 'Street, Belfast, or t'O 
Rev. T. H. Bendor-'Samuel, 51 Chestnut Road, West Nor
wood, Loniion, S.E. 27. 

We do c'Ovet the 'help of your prayers on behalf of this 
husy tour, that t.he Name of the Lord may be gloritied, 
b'Oth in the ed,ificati'On of saints and in the salvation of 
l'Ost souls.' . 

You kn'Ow, of c'Ourse,how great is my gladness 'at the 
pr'Ospect.and anticipation 'Of oU'r'meeting together, shar
ing the joy ?f the Lord. . 

"Constantly a-biding, Jesus is mine! 
Collst~ntly abiding, rapture divine. 
He neter leaves me lonely, whi-s,pers, 'Oh so kind: 

'I'll never leave thee.'. Jesus is mine." 

In sucQ a time as this, by the ·grace 'Of ,God I wish you 
·a Merry Christmas and a bles'sed. New Year. . 

: Yours most c'Ordially and g-rate~ully, , 
. EMILE GUEDJ, General Secretary . 

'(Inform'ati'On c'Oricerning the recordings of the singing 
of Mr. Guedj maybe ,obtained fr'Om Evangelical Rec'Ord
ings C'Ompany, Limited, 296 Vauxhall Bridge Road, L'On
d'On, S.W. 1). 

BOOKS. AND . BOOKLETS 
By DR. T. T. SHIELDS 
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"The Plot That Failed" ________________ .: ____ :.._______ 2.00 
Special Illustrated ,Number of·Sept. 28 ____________ .. __ .25 

.. "Russellism or Rutherfordism", 71 pages ______________ .21 

. "The Papacy in the Light of Scripture", 26 pag .. ______ .2. 
"The Odorcl Groll,P Analyzed" _________ .:___________ '.05 
"Doe. Killed in Action Mean Gone to "'ea"ed" ______ .oS 
"The Christian Attitude Toward Amusements" ___ . ____ .05 
''The God of All Comfort" ,_ .. '" .. _'. _ .. ' ., ._ . __ .. ,_. .os 

rlt. Gos"e' Wltnels 
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'Grac~ Abo'unding 
~Y Dr. T. T. Sb:.ields 

Radio lJfessa{e on the Blue Network, April, 1944 

FROM t,he day , 
'. Of man's first disobedience and the fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, amiJ, all our woe," 

· even until now, Satan's c'hief occupati'On !has been the 
slandering 'Of 'God. Turning the truth 'Of God into a lie, 
he has destroyed man's faith in God: It i's thus· "the 
'god 'Of this w'Orld," as Satan is call:ed, ~'hath blinded the 
minds 'of them that ··be"lieve not, lest 1Jhe Hglht of the, 
glori'Ous 'gospel of Chri'st, who is the image of God, should 
'shine unto them. The supreme functi'On of the Christian 
revelation is. to convince men that J e'sus 'Christ is the 
image of God; and, by proving 1Jh'at the infinite 'God, the 

· Creator, ~reserver, and Ruler of the Universe, and Jesus 
Chri'st are the one and the 'same Pers'On thu's to dispel the 
Satanically-produced f'Og of u:nbeIief, enabling men to see 
the light of the knowledge' of t1he' glory 'Of God in the 
face 'Of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore.theIS<:iipture reasons wi1Jh us, and exhorts, 
and persuades, and importunes, and commands us to be- . 
lieve God as He reveaJ.s Him-self in Christ. 

How then 'shaH we define what the Bible ca]}s faith 
. -w:itihol:1t which, we 'are told, it is impossible to please 

'God? Faith is more'than the. yielding of a mental assent 
to a form of words as a reIi.gious creed; more even than 
believing: the Bible itself - alth'Ough the truth whieh Is 
the subs·tance 'Of'faithi's revealed 'in that infallible B'Ook. 
F'aith is the res·ponse of the divinely-enlightened 'Soul to \ 
God's disclosure of Himself in Christ. 

That involves belIeving God a·s· God, as .&braham he
Heved Him, and' s'uch faith' transports the soul.from the 
narrow 'limitations 'Of what we call the 'sphere 'Of the 
natural, and 'swings' wide the door opening upon the realm 
of the 'supernatural, where the power 'Of God does what 
mere hU1Dan or even ,superhuman but still natural power 
can never accomp,Iish. Abraham -. 'Or, as he then was 
caned, A:bram - believed in the possibility of miracle. 
That is, he b"etieved that God could, 'give ~him a son when 
his wife wa's l'Ong .past the age of childbearing. 

I's 'suC'h faith in :supernatural"ism es'sential to salvation? 
Nothing les·s than that could be faith, for a refusal to 
believe iii. the 'Supernatural inv'Olves a refusal to recognize 
G'Od as 'God. 'The supernatural is ea'sily believable if only' 
w~ believe God, for the reason that with GQd. "all things 
are" possible." But the ·question arises, Does God c'Ori-

· dition the 'souI',s salvation uPon one's believing the truth. 
of a historical record of th-e 'supernatural? If I answer 
affirmatively, I mean only when the implications' 'Of such 
. an attitude toward··historical supernaturalism are under
stood. For instance, Are su~h' miracles 'as Isaac's birth, 
the'virgin birth of Jesus -Christ, and the real I'esurrec
tion of 'Christ important only as intellectual concepts? 
By no means! They are important a~· factual record·§! of. 
what God has' done; 'and 1Jhey are imperatively important 
as factual revelations of what God ils, a~d must always 
be;, 'and, therefore, of What He i·s 'able and, willing stilI 
to dQ. 

. 
salvation necessitates the remi-ssion of h~man sin, made 

possihle on the moral ground of the infinite explaratory 
value of the atonement effected by the vicarious· life, and 
death, Ilnd complementary ·resurrection of Christ, the Son 
of God. Btitequally, it necessitates the availability for the 
recreation of hu,man natu,re of a regenerative power com
petent to rema'ke ruined human nature in the image and 

. likeness of God. Weare staggered by the contemplati'On 
of the unprecedented human might whiC'h must be as
seIIl!bled toibreak the hold of ·the enemy upon the enslaved
mi.'Ili'Ons of Eu~pe 'and Asia to set those people free. But 
unless we can conceive of.the power of .the United Nations 
8S being equal to that task faith in the survivaI of human 
freedom must be impossible. . . 

,Similarly, the deliverance of the human soul from the 
chains of 'sin whiCh bind it and from the tyranny of 
Satanic power involves the' exercise of .asupernatural 
power a·s 'great as was evercised. in .ls·aac's bir.th; in the 

"virgin - and hence supernaturaI - bir'th of Jesu's, and. 
in His superna~ral resurrection. Therefore the cumu
lative truth of the!Je supernatural events el"imaxeq. in the 
resurrection of Christ constitutes a di'scl'Osure of divine 
grace, and· makes faith' in' 'all the "supernatural implica
tion'S' and· promises 'Of· the Christian Gospel the most ra
tional exercise and reasonable attitude of the hu'man -mind. 
Because with God "all things are possible", all things are 
possible to him w;ho believeth in God. 

. " 

Such faith cannot be ·induced· by any mere logical pro-
ces's, th'Ough logic is of its very ess·ence. ·There. must be 
the ~bjective illumination of 1Jhe Gospel a's' it shines in 
the face of Christ, and' the subjective opening of the 
human understand'ing; the engagement of the affections, 
and the enfranchj.se~ent of the human will, iby the super
natural ministry of the Holy ISpirit. Thus, when all the 
faculties of the ·mind are made the subj~ts 'Of the'l'e
.generating. grace of God., it appears that true faith is 
not reason in its in,faney, much less is faith 'in any sense. 
contrary to ·pure reason; but rath-er, faith is reason ma- . 
tured in perception and judgment, inte~s~fied in pene-:
trati'On, and with a wider and l6nger. vision; subliinely 
exercised in ·the appraisal and' 'appropriation and enjoy-. 
ment of the unsearchable riChes· 'Of Christ. Thus ·faith is 
found ·to he, as the iScripture saith, "the. 'Substance of 
tihings hopedf'Or, the evidence of things not see~~'~ . 

Therefore, however black the record 'Of our past may . 
be, the blood. of Jesus Christ wiUcleanse it; '!however cor
rupt.our nature, His power can recreate it; however im
potent in oui-selves to reslsi 'sin,· th~ power of His ·in
dwelling Spirit will cau'se us to triumph over it; and . 
however 'hopeless life'·s present earth-Iy 'pros'pect i's, faith' 
will keep . us loo'king fpr "that blossed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of '1Jhe Igreat God and. our 8'aviour 
Jesus Christ," a's we give tMs·testimony to the world·: 

I heM'.d the voice 0.£ Jesus say; 
"I am this d·ark world's light; 

'Look unto me, ·thy morn shall rise, 
And· all tilly days be bright." 

., " 
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The ' Christian's . Attitude. to the . Past 
By Dr. J.Stuart Holden 

• ~ J 

"Ask now of the days that 'ar~ pa'st" (Deut. 4' :32) 

THESE word's are part of.1Jhe injunction .. of ,the man of "Our deeds BtiU tra'IJel with us jrom ajar, 
,God to the people of Israel not to forget all the way And what we have been makeB UB what we are." 

by which God had led them, not to lose sight of the great I . 

le&80~s which the past held for them, and not to fail in "Ask now of the. days that are past,'" s'ays Christ. "Fear 
tIb'eir fa'it1h, and hope, and in their devotion 00 God, by not to face the .pa:st: look with Me upon it: link your 
imagining that the present had' removed them from the life to Mine as you examine if: see it through My eyes: 
great and glorious power which God had, exerted on their let tile lens of .My ·grace make it clear to you, bringing 
behalf in former da~. . ou·t, 'and putting 'into boM relief, .all the greatness of the 

love, and power, and mercy of Which the past days are 
We a'll need .from time to time to take stock of our full." We aU know that.it is mudh easier to discern the 

lives. We all need to make as careful, and as full 'a J;etro- true features' of a picture when we stand away back from 
spect as is possible of that measured stretch of the the canvas. As we look back upon the past we see how 
pilgrim journer wlb:iCh.now lies behind us'. Behind u,s, a one thing ,has ':been knit up with 'another: "that there has 
measured 'Stretch of. certainty - its actions, 'its joys, its ,been no ciJ.aos, no tangle, no complexity in the 'past: but 
sorrows, its 'sin'S, its victories - all irrevocable, never to tIb'at it has alI been one great, grand ordering ()f God. 
meet us again, save in the power of ·their influ'ence, until "As'k now of the daYB that are 'past." It "is difficult 
that day when we stand before 'God. And, ·before us an rightly to estimate a long stretC'h of time: and here the 
unmea'sured stretc:h of uncertainty. We know not what a injunction "is to Slin'gle out "days". Each day of.oul" lives 
!lay will ,bring forth, 'and we cannot even begin to con- so strikingly different. nays of light and days of .shadow: 
jeC'ture what a year wiIl mean for us. We stand, :as it days of glitdnes's and days of gloom: da~ of joy~and days 
were, upon a great ridge, looking baokward" and forward, of chilling loss: days of strength, with life flowing vigor
and upward. We do well to lay "to heart tMs old· prophetic ously, When tasks !have been easy in the undertaking . of 
injunction, 'and to "ask now of the days that are past". them: and 'daY60f weakness, when we have ,been. lethargic 
Wihat i's their les'son? What have they to teach us'? What and indifferent when confronted withdu:ty and responsi
lanterns do they put "into our hand's to guide us along the bility. "Ask now of the days that are :pa'st." Br·ing them 
dark pathway upon which we now enter? What word of before your mind in ·review: 'seek to iJea-rn their lesson, 
'guidance have they to give U'S concerning the untried and and to receive their mes·sage;· for a right appreciation 'Of 
unknown future? the past, a right atiitud'e towar!is the pa'st, is the founda-

"Ask now of th-e days that are ·past." There is a testi- tion of all progress and of aU true Christian living, 
mony whic!h 'assures us that ,men may forget .the things In days gone .by there used to ,be seen tho'se old calen
that are heh'ind: and that, su-rely, i's' part of the gospel of . dars in which otIbe -days of the year were disiinguiS'hed in, 
Christ, for -such a forgetfulness l's the assurance of fruit- three different ways. There were, for instance, the black 
fulness. We could not bring forth fruit unto holiness, letter daYB - days which were 'set a,part by ord·inance and 
unless we did forget mueh of that which is past. Yet, at law for abstinence and fasting. Then there were the plain 
iflhe 'same time, there is a danger of our forgetting too letter daYB :.....- days of llo special 'sign.ificance, just ordiin
much, ,and 'losingimmeasu'mbly by forgetting the mean- ary routine d·ays. And there were the red letter days
ing 'and the purpose ofa1'1 the days that are past, and of days of commemoration, and feasting and.festivity. 
God'6 dealings with us therein. While there are some There are for everyone of us what I may caIl the black 
who may lose much 'by not looking forward sufficiently letter daYB; 'and we shall '!llways think of them as such. 
far, many more may l'O'se immeasurably by not 'looking It is true that in the lives of us alI there are these !plack 
backward sufficIently, and with intent, to find out what letter days, when our outstanding consc~ousness is that 
God Himself would use a's a spur to faith, and, energy, and of 'sin, and failure, and shortcoming. There are those 
!hope. black letter days when pride rose in. its heat and strength, 

"Ask now of the days. that are pa:st." Now of all thE' 'When we were -positively wilful "in th'e face of God's com
wonderful ,powers with which G~ has invested us, mem- mand's, when we fa:iIedi to live up to our own :ideals. 
ory i-s, perhaps, the most wonderfu'l. Memory, with its Those black letter ,days have got a message for us. Th'is 
'sovereignty over time, and space, and ~ircun}.stances: ,eJI)hortation to "~sk of the days "that are paiSt", ~'s, surely, 
memory, with its power to penetrate the strongest mental a c!haUen'ge to the ea~ tolerance with which we too often 
armour with whiCh we can ,'gird anq . defend ourselves: look baokqpon our own 'shortcomings, the complacency 
memory, with its strange capacity for utilizillg the forces with which we excuse ourselves when we have thus failed, 
of the pa'st either f'Or good, or· for ill. Christ 'Our 'Master the ease with Which 'sin loses· for, us its: ignominiousness, 
lays claiming hands upo.ri memory, as He does on alI other and our apathy with· regud to our need for self di-sc'ipline. 
parts' of man's being. He offers to control it, and to 'Dbe man or woman who is 'in earnest about the. things of 
sanctify it. He offers Himself to be its Lord and'Keeper, the 'soul~ will ask, even of these black letter days, what is 
80 that memo,ry ,sihaU become, indeed, one of the greatest their message of warning, of jud'gment and; perchance, it" 
assets of our lives unto holiness,' so that it shall ·be con- may -be aIso 'Of grace. Our 'sensibilities with regard to 
'secrated. to the !hi·ghest concerns of the soul, and of the our own sins' 'are apt to become warped, ana untrust
Kingdom of -God. 'Christ fays claiming hands upon ~em-' worthy,.by worldliness 'and selfishnes's and, :unless we are 
ory, for He ·recognizes that the past is not dead, ,but living rea:lly in earnest about the things.of the 'soul: we shall 
and reproductive that' let this omessa'ge 'pass unheeded. Blft if we are in earnest, 

'. 
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then we s'hall face ~e mes-sage of tJhese blaek letter days, 
the thought of which may brIng tears of 'shame to our 

• eye!!. It i's well for us, that some of the th~ngs -that -are 
behind God's back 'slhould be .befure_ our f'aces, and that 
some of those tJhiJtgs that God has promised to forget, 
weshotIld never forget'. 

We-an know 'something about lite -black letter days ~f 
sorrow; of lonelines's, of calamity, and we have reaped 
the harvest of _ those days, we -have learned how to get
'holiey 'out of the stoney rock, 'and to make the vale of 
-ml'sery as -a well. But it is the daI'lk d'aY's of foily and sin 
'that .we need to recall f!"OIn time to time, Ask of those 
day-s, and they will 'say this to you: "Be d~stru'8tful,6f.-_ 
yourself. Your enthusi-a~ms, your -loyalties, 'have all been 
discredited, therefore walkwariIy 'and go -softly all your 
daY'S: Boast not youMelf of tomorrQw, for yeEiterday con
tradicts your -bOasting." This is part of the -mess-age of 
the black letter days.- "Let him that thinketlb. he standeth 
take heedi lest h~ fall." But 'even in the darkest of days, 
"At eventide there shall be light",- fo-r 'sin was never sO
black ibut the ibloodof Jesus can cleanse its -stain when -

- we Call upon Him in penitence. Behind tJhe darkest of 
these clouds there ;is not only a 'silver, ,but a golden lining 
-lQve unspeakable, g,race immeasurable. "He took me 
out of the horrible pit -and out of the miry clay, and -set 
my feet upon the rock. And he 'hath put a new 'song 'in_
my mouth." Blessed be God, even for the black letter 
daY'S if they bring to us 8ucih a message a~ this. 

Wh~t about the plain Zettet· days of which life is full? 
Just. days of -ordinary routine: nothing very exciting 
about them, nothing much to show for them. - No fortunes 
Rl;8de, and, on the other hand, no fortunes lost. W:hat is 
the message of the plain letter daY's-? They hold for every 
one of_ usa whole ,heaven of ofte~ unrecognizedn:tercy. 
Every morn'ing broug>ht its- manna - strength sufficient 
for the day. ~very eveningbrou'ght its fa-ithfulness, the 
peace of God in_ the heart. Every houl' brought its gifts 
of health, and work, and food, and friends-hip, and those _ 

portunity he always told about the Damascus road? There 
was not a place on earth that was -so dear to him as that 
place where he was blinded, and in :bios blindness beheld 
the Lord. There is a power which we all know in revisit
iIlg old scenes. It ibrin'gs a new tenderness to life: 'a new 
sense of the fleeting of:tiime, and th"e certainty of ,heaven. 
In g~ting !back to these red letter days; old lamps of_ JOY 
are -rekindIed, old 'fires of zeal -ar~ relighted, old hopes 'of- -
glory are re-born, and old desires of Iboliness are renewed. 
, "Ask now of the days that 'are- past." In--the days-that 

are past, think of God'-s giftis -to us, so rich and lavish. 
What have we given to Him? He 'has- answered our pray
ers; how have we responded to His claiIIl$ -upon us-? _He 
has f:ulfilled- Hi'S promises; how have we kept His- pre
~epts? -Let the days -tJhat are past form a new inspiration 
for the future. Let us "take home this Jpassage to our 
hearls; and we '!thall go 'forth singing,_ and- it shall he the 
mUBic of the ~spel that Shall lead men home to God. 

. -The E'lJangeZicaZ Christian .; , 

A CHR:lST~AS DEBT 
It was -Christma's Eve many years ago 'in England, 

and the rain, driven by -a !bitter wind, was ibeatingagainst. 
the window -of the matrofi;s room at a Childl"en's Home: 

-She was -bu'sy writing at a tlllble, but looked, up_now and 
,again at the drea.ry scene outs'i'de the window. She was 
not young,' indeed her grey hair and_ lined face made her 
look more than her ye~rs; and -she was troubled. 

A new child had -been brought to the Home ilie night 
before; his was a particularly 'sad and, destitute case but 
1lhe Home was full and 'he had oeen put to -sleep in a cot 
at the end of the boys' ward. The matron wondered how 
they were going to- feed and clothe 'him. Funds were 
short, food -prices high and the n'eeds of her b'ig family 
of waifs 'and, stray-s were many. ,She s-ighed, but; rais'ing 

-her eyes, her attention was held by -a t¢ on a calendar 
hanging on the _wall: "My Go-d" 'S'haU supply all your need." 
She must pray 'and trust, then, for this new burden. God 
was all-sufficient. '-

_ thing>s w~iCh we ar~ so apt, to ta-ke as- mere matters of
course. Pu~ those- common mercies ~nder the microscope 
of _faIth, and you wi'll find that_ in their- very -littlenesfil 
God'-s greatness was expressing itself. Yet these plaIn 
letter days are the daY'S- of greates~ peril, days when 
prayer does n,ot seem to ibe of ;such insistentnecess'ity a's
in the ,black letter days. There is tlb.e -periI.that lurkIJ in _ - Ju«t then, a -knock came at .the door,- and a young nurse 
the commonplace of life Qecoming entirely -secular:- Yet entered: "A gentleman would li~ to see over the Home, 
a's we look back we realize that all-round, about us in tho-se - matron." -She rose with alacrity; was this an answer to 
days was the protective_ prese~ce of_ the LOrd,of-'glory: her prayer, already? ,She found· the gentleman, very tall 
we were !kept safe in His love. The message which the and g,rave, eviden.tly a traveller, as he mentioned having 
plain' -Jetter days ibl"ing to us, and- the praise which they been abroad" andsai-d he was pas'sing throuogh the town 
evoke- from our hearts- -i'8 just tMs-: "I -know in whom I that aft~rnoon, on hi-s way to London. She took him over 
have believed, -and- am persuaded th'at 'he.i-s able to keep the Home, talking of 11he ehildren in a way which showed 
that which 1 have committed unto Him against-that day." that she loved them. - ' 

, What of the ~ed, Z_e~er ,do/U8 -'-,- _tpe day~ of -special glad- Last of all t'hey came to the p"lay-room, and fifty pairs 
ness and blessing? 'Those days when God seemed 'speci- - .of wondering little eyes ,were turned upon them as they 
ally near: days of - -answered prayer: days' -that were entered. . - -
marked by a ~glorious-Ebenezer: "Hitherto hath the Lord - "'I have a few toys;" the gen.tleman said; "have I your 
helped_ me.~' Sabbath days; when the music of the Gospel permission to diistribute them?" Permission being given 
charmed all tJhe ill-humour away, when the'peace Of God- he brought a bag from the 'hall and, produced- a 'Stock of 
came in to soothe -and to -strengthen for the conflict. lovely -balls and- train'S', toy)horses, dolls and games - and 
Perhaps the greatest day of all has c(m1e to you in the - there was pne for every child! How they -shouted with 
past year when yoou sl'ipped -y:our hand into the 'hand of joy and forgot their -shyness- as they ,danced round this 
-Christ, and consecrated your' life to Him: Get -back to" u~ex:peeted- -Father :Christmas! -Than, sitting down, with 

- tlh08e early experiences. Get 'back to those days, and dwell the little ones around him, he s-Poke a few -wo-rd,s remind-
in tJhought upon God's tenderness, and -mercy, and, power. ing t'hem 'Of the Ba'be of Bethlehem -and the gift of God's 
Have you ever noticed that whenever Paul had- the op- _ Son to the world on that fir8ltChri~-as- -morning. Ii was 
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all so simple' and earnest 'that the ch'bdren listenedspell~ the tthings which :he had formerly taught .them (v. 1'5; 1 Tim. 
bound. Then the matron 'had a happy inspiration. "Would 4.:,6; 2 Tim. '3:14; 2 Pet. 1:lt2, 13; 3:1; "Jude 5, 17)" In cor-
one of".you sing th-is gentleman. a carol?;' she said. "' recting error among tlie Thea.salonians he first reminded 

- them of this past teaohintg on the su'bject of the :return. of. 
'There was a pause, Then a ,ve~y little hoy, w'it'h sweet Chris1( (vv:1, 5; 1 Thess. 4:'1'3-1~;~5:~-9). 

blue eyes and fair curls, trotted· forward,. The tbe'lievers were not to ,be agItated or distul'lbed 'by any 
. "I .wiiI, matron," he· said; and he 'sang' a quaint little one claiming ,to 'have the spirit of prophecy (1 Cor. 1-2:8-10; 

carol that ,g·poke of the -Chr.ist-child,Who had nb pillow 1John4:1-8),orbyanyargumentorbyanyletterpurporting 
on which to laY.His head. It was sweet and appealing, and to .,be !Tom'tPau'\, that the 'day of Qhrist's appearing was in-

· the ma.·tron :saw' tears' 'I'n tihe' eyes of "'he ·.st· ra'nger as he' 'I!tantiy comilJl!g, .tJtat it was alTeady or 'aB /but present, so . .~ thart; bhey would' Ibe jus'tif.ied in n~glecting their ordinary 
turned away, the child,ren',s t~imks dngi,!!g in hi-s ears, duties of life;-.. ._ 

''!J: ~ave one more request· to make," he said, "May I 'I'hey must not IDe deceived (!Matt. '24:4). 'Before the com
see the little :boys' donnitory;· it was the girls' YOQ showed ing of tihe .Lord there would he a general faHmg '8IWay, an 
'me." .' '. '.,'.. .... . apostasy, a definite, willful and ·wide-spread tturning away' 

from God and frQm the truth (Matt. 24:12; Lk. 18:8; 1 Tim . 
. Wondering, she took him 'up -to the 'small room, w'here 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:1-'7, 1'3; 4:3, 4; 2 Pet. 2:1, 2; Jude 10-19).. The 

twenty-five-little beds were pI'aced. principle of evil, e~i8Jtin'g in 1ihe world and' ·mys'teriously mak-
~'Who sleeps here?" -the stranger askec;l, and lher hea,rt ing headway, wou'ld tfinalHy come to a head. under. a person 

- . " or a system wMc:h would' enibody t8!H jlhe forces which were 
jumped, for he had :pointed to the cot where tlle newest opposed to God (1 John 2:18,22; 4:3). At tha't .time othere 
orphan slept. . ,,' '. would /be a !full reve~ation of the rebellion against qod and 

"The 'little-boy who sang the carol," she 'sa:id aimply. aga:inst Christ (IPs·a.2.). 
"He"s very lonely and unwanted, and we "had t() take -him, The language of ,the clhapter sug.gests a tpOwerf.ul person. 
although we were really full.'" . He is caliled' "a man of sin", !8 man characterized !by sin, and 

. , . also he is "'a son of perdition", one .wtho is' destined' to' 'be 
The gentleman took out Ms' cheque .book, fmed in a destroyed (John 17:112). He is a Wlicked One (v. 8) ora 

cheque 'and' h'anded' it to her; it w.as for so large an Lawless One. Like Satan, his chief sin. is pride, for he exa'lts 
amount that, When she' saw 'it 's·he knew thai it would himself albove God ·('Isa. 14:12-15; Dan. 11:86), demands wor-

_ provide foi:flle little boy for years to come! . ship which is due to Je'hovaJh talone (!Matt. 4:10; IGor. 8:5, 6) 
and would have alI men considel' Itliat he is rea:1'ly IGod (Matt. 

"Will you let meg'ive this as my Christma's gift?" he ·24:'5,25). Inspired lby l1he spirit of Satan, ne even :i>ertfonns 
l!8id; aiufbeyond gratefu'l thanks, ·there wa§l 'something in miracles, so as to deceivema-ny (v. 9; M8Jtt. 24'?24; ,Rev .. 
his manner that prevented 'the matron saying more. He' 14:14). . 
-picked up hi's e'mpty bag, and,. 'at the front door shook This evil person ~~' the antiC:hristian system which is. con-

. troHed ,by 'Sabin ,(Eplh. 2:2; 1 JO'hn 5:19) had .. thus' f'ar been 
'hands with: her,. Ibut "just as he was' steppi-ng out, 'he sud- . nindered' :from coming out into the ·open. The devilHS'h work: 
denly turned. back.' .'. was sti'lI"·a "mys~ry", a ·sacred secret, not commonly under

. " "You' 'See: I was a friendless, .bomeles~, unwanted boy stood and not openly .manifest. A :resitraining 'POwer, not 
clearly deiin~ Iby "the Apostle, ,hindered the evil !from com

thirty years 'ago, aitd that .wa's. my cot," he' said; "so I ing to a cUmax until God's time snould· arrive.. The English 
· felt I'd li.ke to give' anot'her hoy a chance, such a's, thank words "Ilet" . and "lettebh" (v. 7) do not mean "·al:low" but 
.G04, Y9u gave me!" " . . r.a'ther "Ihinder" or "restrain". 'In; God's '8Ippoinited time IChrist 

win return, and 1lhis Wicked 'Lawless One wiH 'be fuHy 'known 
for what he ds, and' will be destroyed for ever ("Dan. 8 :25-27; 
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Lesson 3 January 20, 1957 

·OI.iIVE'L. 0LAm{, Ph-.i). (Tor.)'-

THE CULl\'lINATION OF THE .APOSTASY 

Lesson Text: 2 T,hess'ailonians 2:1-12 .. 

Golden Text: "·Then shaH that 'Wi~ tbe 'revealild, whom ,the 
Lord s'halI consume witlili the spirit olf his mouth, and shal1 
destroy with the 'bdgh'tness' of his comin!g."-:--2 T'h~ss.I2:8. 

2 Thesll. 1:'6-10; Jude 14, 15; Rev. 19:11-21). . 
Who are they who are deceived lby :tfu.e specious word's arid 

.apparent miracles of sueh a"person ('VV. 10-12)? Not the 
clii'ldren of Iilgh't, 'but the children of darkness '(1 Thess. 5:1-5). 
There 'are amy 'two 'things; truth and 'error (1 John 2:21; 4:6). 
'God gives men 1Jheir choice, but urtges ·them to choose the 
-truth. But if men, notwithstanding the .grace of God and 
His constant· appealls ,to them, deliberately reject the truth, 
they, ~pose themselves ,to errol'. r.l'hey not merely WiH not 
receive :the truth, but they will not receive the love of the 
tru1lh; that is, they despise 'and hate ·the truth (,Rom. 1 :32; 
'2:8,9; 1 Cor •. Hi:22) .. T,herefore, in llhe .process oif time, God 
'ceases IHis ·plead"in'gs (Gen. 6~3), and when He wi'tihd'raws iHis 
restraining. hand and lets men have their own way (IPsa. 
106:15), Ithey 'become 'hardened against 'the 'tru,th,and are 
finall~y unable' to d~stiniguish !between truth and error (Exod. 
8':32; 9:7; 10:20; ,Rom. 1:25). They are deceived and readily 
accept error, Ibecause of their blindness to spiritual l'~ities. 
In ·gf;ertn judg:ment IGod· allows them to ,be deceived, and they 

'I'helSecond Epistle· of Paull to the '11hessalonians seems 'to ,go ·on in their own way, which is the way .Jead'inJg ifio death 
have been' written from iCorinth, since Timothy .and Si'Las were. and destruction (~om, 1 :·28-31; 9 :14-22; 1 Pet, 2 :6-8). . 

" still wioth ,him (IActs' 19:22; 1 Thes,s. 1:1.: 21:'hess. 1:1), prolb- -For Younger Scholars: • . 
ably. wi'bhin six months of·.the First Epis'tle.. The ea:rly po:t:- Point out ,how sin may. lbe 'hidden for a ti-me from. others; 
tian oif this-Epi~tle 'sU'ggests' tJh:a't Pauq has 'recenltly received but never ifTom God (Gen. 16:13; Num. 32:23; Josn. '1). ·Sin 
news df. 1Jhe progress .in 184,th 'and love on the parl of:the is powerful, and it spreads, Illustrate by reference to a 
(furistians at Thessa:1onica '(2 Thess. 1:3, 4), and of their 'baslket in which 1lhere is -one spoHed apple. One sin )VH[ lead 
constancy· in spite of persecution. At the same time, 'an: error ,to 'another (Gen. 27:1-25; 1 Sam .. 115:1-23) ; of.ten people try. 

'-needing correction 'had sprunlg .up among them. 'Influenced th AI. 
by fanatics, extremists ·and. iby a spurious letter said to, !have to cover u.p one lie wilth ano er. . ·so, we mus't keep away 
'b ... .&.1..., I. . from evitl cOJ:Dpanions. 

'len written 'uY Wle Apostle, .m8.l\y were ' ea~g tbheir. duties Ten- the scholtal"S w;hat we must do about sin - aclm~wledge 
to 'wait .in,id:Ienes·s for the ·Lord to come (~ '!bess. :3:7-12). ·that we are sinners, 'Confess -our 5'in, and ,trust in the Saviour 
Paul'uhor!ts "them to wait pati~ntly for tChrist, and to 'be to take 'away from us the guilt of our sin and also the desire 

, ~iIitg~t; 'a:~ w~n'as ,,:atch:f~I (~k. 19:13; 2 'l'hess. 3:'5). ' ,to sin '(1 John 1:9). :Sin dis8!PPears 'before God, just as 
We arH know more of the tni'th 'than we "are prepared· ,to insects whidh. olive in !the dark scamper away when the sun 

. obey. Thus, !frequenifi'!y the Apos'tle·.found it necessary to' stIr shines upon them. Wihen ·C'hrist comes,' .airl 'sin wiH be put 
· up ·the mi~ds and he~s of !h;isiheare~ to !heed and p~~se away. 
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.WHY 
yoq ought to o~n Q copy of 

. . 

THE' .DOCTRINES. OF GRACE 

'by T. T. Shields 

BECAUSE you will find in the chapter on 'the Sovereignty of God, 
assurance of God's overruling,. in spi~ o~ th~ seeming triumph of vain men, 
of our day. . ' 

BECAUSE you will find, in'the chapters on 'the Person of Christ ~d 
the meaning of His dea!th, ~ clear Biblical position outlined, enabling you' to 

fortify your soul against the radio and press of our day, which give out so 
mu~ wron~ teaching about these matters. ' 

. BECAUSE' you will find, in the chapters on the wor~ of' the Holy 
Spirit iUld sanctification (subjedts on which many are led astray) sane, satis-

. factory teaching for the heart and mind. 

BECAUSE you will find great peace and consolation in the chapters on 
, the eternal security of the believer, where proof .after proof, as to the scriptural-
ness of this teaching, is piled. up. . 

.. These, plus many other things, are to be found within the covers of this 
beautifully bound volume with its clear easi-~o~read type. . . 

GIVE YOURSELF A TREAT. ORDER A. COPY NOW! . 
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