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"~e e~rna!1 God is thy TefUg~'; and oUnderlu~ath ar.e· ihe • eveI'lasting ar~s ~ a~d he 
!,I'haH thrus-t out .the enemy from lbefore thee; and shall s'ay, Destroy them."-Deut 33:27. 

.' ". .' 
Prayer Before thl Sermon 

We draw near to Thee, 0 Lord', :tihis morn;i.ng 'with gra.tefuI 
hearts. We- thank Thee for whaJt Thou 'art j for aU Thou 
hast shdwn Thyself to be, for rwhat we ourselves have 'already 
experienced of T·hy gra:ce. W'e 'bbanik '1Th.~, ;0 Lord, that Thy 
grace meets us aIt the point of our utmost need'. W'e than·k 
Thee that Thou dos-t help us ev.en Ito pray, for the .. Spirit 
'maketh intereession :!lor' us 'Wtth Igroanings whi'Ch cannot :be 
uttered.'··" 
. We come ;tlhis morninlg .desiring real1y to iWo~p Thee, to 

bring:to Thee the .adorntion of our hearts. We are here as 
. those who are helpless, apart from Thee. We Ithank Thee 

for ·the comdng of the Lord Jesus into the·'W'Orld. We it1hank 
Thee for 'His Word, which .tells us that having seen Him 'We 
have seen the Father.- We de'light .to :think of T·hee, 0 'Lord 
OUT God, as Thou hast unveiled Thy .glory to our view in 
the face of Jesu's Chrislt. ..=-+ 

Look. upon us this nioriling. Help us, iby Thy gra'Cious 
Spirit, that we may really come into Thy presence, that we 
may ~ay our ~equests before. Thee. ·iM·ay our praises be 
a~ceptaJble to Thee, :through Jesus ~hrist our LordI' 

Thou knowest ,how 'Weak 'We are, !how prone to. wander, and 
how 4'eep~y those of us who are Thy child'ren feel that !l)rone
nes·s Ito wandel' from, Thee. 'We thank Thee that we have an 
High Priest, Wlho is touched' !With the ,feelin'g of our infir.mi
ties, 'We .. ,hav:e .ollie Who knows how to have .compassion upon 
those who 'are out of the 'Way. ' ". 

'It'may Ibe Itbere ~~ some here this. morning w.ho, because 
of the dif.nculties of life, the Iburdens they bear, the conflicts 
they 'Wage, ,the ~oaIboUT to IWhich the hours of every day are. 
given - al'l these thingS, perhaps, make it difficult, some
times,;to 'Come Where· Thou ·art. We deplore our unworthiness," 
the u.ttleness" of ou.r faibh,. the met that when we ought to 
be ma/ture melli and .women in Christ, so ro'any of us are stiH 
but babe!!o" When we ought Ito be . 'going on unto .perfeetion 
many still have nee4 ;to be taught !the f1rst principles of the 
'lgOSopel of grace. Oh, we beseech Thee to make us· better 
scholars in the school of Ohrist! Help 1;1s to make more rapid 

.i 

-" \. 

advancemenlt in the ·things of God. Make us grow up, we 
pl'ay, Thee, into Christ in alI things. 
• Look; we ,beseech r.I1hee,· upon this c01iJ..pany of boys and 

girls, and of Utltle c:hildren this morning. We thank Thee 
once again, '0 Lord. for the unveiolinig of Thy face, showing 
us that God is On,e Who loves the chi:ldren. . We. pray that
~vel'Y teaeher ·here may have a like spirit, and in,ay l'eam' to 
love these 1~ttle ones for Tohy sake; that they' may be in
spired t9 .1aJbourfor them if 'perh8lpS they may lead th~m 
to the SaVIour's feet. . '. . , 
Impr~s p,s 'continij,ally, 0 'Lord, 'Wi~h :1lhe perils. with which 

these. c:hlldl'en ·ar~ 'surrounded, the ipItfaUs which ithe" enemy . 
has d'rgged:for them. Oh, may we not ;be unmindful of Ithese 
thinlgs! that we may give ourselves with 'greater z.eal ;to the 

-_ work of teac1iin'g them :bhe things {}f God ·in an endeavour to 
. b\ing them into the sad'!lty of Thy salvation. '. . 

'Bles's us' this morning. IJIeIlp us that we may find oUr 
!!alvation in .the fullest; in a ·compl~ sense, in the 'Person of . 
Him Who died for us, and Who rose again. . 

If there are. anr ilere this. mornIn!g ,,~o fsee so~e :pe'CuHar , 
b~rden,. some umque expenence of 'WhICh they Imagine no 
one .has knowled·ge, we 'pray t'hat Thou. wouMest meet such 
thi~ morni~, t~aIt ~his ;service may Ibe a cause of .comfort and _ 
upl~f~ aJldllllSoplration. Bless us as we leave ·this pla:ce. iM'ay 
we fmd ourselves better equipped to meet the exigencies of 
life. Oh, make it a :time {}f separaltion 'for some here this 
morning, that they may· cast ifihemseilves upon Ch'rist, and find \ 
in Him etemallife! 
~ Hear us, 'we pr.ay Thee, for ali othe ·inJterests of Thy cllurcll 
the 'W~rld 'around, for all missionariC!!!' and .m1ni&tel"8,·:wqrkers 
and. WItnesses. of every 'sort, Ibhat rthIS may:OO a day' of real 
spiri:tua:J. progress. . . :' , 

We-"~sk it in the name of Jesus 'Christ our Lord, A·men. 

THERE" is no one here this morning who 'is so strong, 
. or 'whose )ife is so .sequestered, as. never to require 

any sort of refuge; Sometimes when people are surprised 

, 
. , 

./ 

/ 



; 

i. " , 

. ' . 

'" ./. 

2' (~54)· THE GOsPEL WI~NESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE Septe~b~ 20, 11»56 

by'a heavy storm, perhaps,'in the midst of a summer's 
. day, you-see them running for refuge from ·the rain. ~, 

I re~ember d:uring· the War preaching in London,' an'd 
>- as J was wend-ing, my way to the Tabernacle where I was 

to preach, th~ si~en sounded- the warning thart the enemy 
hadl crossed the'channel, and that his ·airships.had heen 
sighted over England, and might be eJ!:pected in London .. 
Everyone was on the move. Nobody walked, everybody 
trotted along, hastening -to the 'underground railway sta- . 
tiol!, and Ito other places where they might find a I'efuge' 
from the threatened danger. I suppose there was a time 
when some of us here thought lel;ls of that sort of thing 
.than we do to-day. In early life people are scarceJy con~ 
scious of theil' need, or not so conscious as they become 
when their ex.perience of .the disabilitieS of lif~ has he-

- (fome longar. and largel;. But' most of us 'have .Jearned· ere -, 
this, I da·re say, that there are' experfences when~ .. we are 
urgently in need of som.e..refuge. • 

TMs text which i have read is part ~f the blessing' 
pronounced '·by Moses upon one of the . tribes ere he laid 
down his task, and. su.rrendered his ·.trust of l~adership to 
another .. To. Ash~r, amo~g other tp,in'gs, he said': t'f>he 
eternal G~d IS thy, refuge, 'and underneath are the ever-
lasting arms." . 

And this same promis~ is given t6 ·aU who believe. It 
is a w<!.rd applicable to us to-day, a word that has in no 

, sense 'become obsolete. It is .God's word rto ever-y one of 
us,. that He is, Himself, our Refuge, and :'underIJeath' are. 
the everlasting arms" .. \ . . [ 
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WE ARE AiL IN NEED OF REFUGE from the vengeance of 
the law. Everyone of us ·knows·that he or she has vio-
lated- H. - We must acknowledge 'the truth that "all have. fended Him, because we smart under the shame of it. 
sinned and come short 'of the glory of God,l! and that for Surely werieed a refuge,~a hiding-place. 
that .sin we must meet the,consequences'; There is a -scrip- A~d what disa'bilit1es fl~w 'f~om 'that fact! . What a lot 
ture which speaks of'a day wherein the hail shall sweep of cripples: we are! H~w 'impotent to do ,the things that 
away the· refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the o'ught to ,be done! F.rom what a sense of shortconi-ing do 
hidin,g places. There a·re people;' conscious of·the need of we' all continually labour! That is a most sign·ificant . 

. some refuge: some hiding-place from the stonn, ,wh~ have scriopture which says: "AU have sinned." 0 That is the 
made. for themselves a .refuge ... of lies .. In what falst!· . active, 'positive, ·aggres~ive, aspect of ·sin. And we have
secupty a great many people rest;. To '\iYthat flimsy pro- "come shO.rt of -the'.glory.of: God". We are short meaSUl'e, 
tection do they truet,'very often! But everywhere there 'is short in our .duty, short i·n everything. ,And be.cause-of 
a recognition of .that .fact that we need ~ hiding place, that we are. unable to meet the· obligations of life,-un- . 
a refu~e' from the storm, when the blast of . th.e. terrible 'a-ble to .do the day's 'task: When a man has done a full • 
Qpes i~ like a storm 'against the walls. . day's work, when his work has been' well done, .and he 

And we need, too, a refuge -from .tile shame of sin, not knows th!lt it h~S' been well done, he is not ·asham_~d ~f 
merely f.roIJl -its consequences. Wha~ if a man were pub- the. l~.ibou.r o~f 'hIS ;hands, and a~ the end, of the -day ~e 
licly convicted . of 'some outrageous' offence~ not only p~ts down hIS ~sk !or t:~e eve~mg rest .. -But he do~s .It 
agai~srt the. law of the Iand, Qut against the moral law, With a sense of ... satl'sfa~tlOn, With a ~eelmg that. at .last 
a thIef, a har, a murderer, a debauchee, or .something of he ha.~ ~one a .good day s w?rk. Bu~ If ~e ha~ purlomed 
.the sort! And'what if there -be no consequence at 'all iIi the time of hIS' eql.·ployer,' If he 'has 'shirked, If he has. 
the sense of" punishment!- What if he could be saved from neglected Ms du.ty, if he 'knows that instead of a :f.ull day's 
it, and-yet the gum of it aU .remain on him! How.he must work he has doone 'but a half-day's; woI'k - the hours 

I waJk among-'his fellows with 'bowed head ashamed to 'have passed and the t~sk is unfinished, when it ought-to 
appear 'aJt1ywhere, as one who, .while abroad·, deserves to have bee.n completed ~ how unwiU~ng }ie is .to meet the . 

. be-:jn coIlifinemenit and under spme fom of ;punilShment. ~ster's eye! How re~dy: to,' escape fi'~m ~IS prese~ce! 
After. all, dear friends, is not that part 'of the panalty Never does he come wlrth-ihuoyant step mto t~e presence 
of sin? Ol,lr fi.rst parents were ashamed and\ they hid of the ol1e ·to. whom he i,s' responsible,. ·if -there is a sense 
themselves .. There is 'such a thing;.as. the 'shame or sin of dereliction of <lu-ty: And yet, dea! friends, we. labour 
when.we fear to come where God is. Why ·is. it, 'I wonder: .unde! it 'all the time, do we n~t? Never a day in whieh 
that the very name of God is' so repugnant to many peo- we do not need: to ask for. forgJveness.. Oh, what refu·ge 
pIe? Why IS' it that they can speak any other name but 'we'oneed, every 'one of·<us! And I say because of that, 
His without reserve, without ap.ology, and yet af.raid .trou·ble, all all sorts of rtro~'ble,. comes. We c;omplain some
even. -to inention the name of God?;It is because'there Is' time~ because it does com~. We think thaot we ar~ rather 
a sense of responsibility to Him, a sense of having of- . ill-treated sometimes; and. yet everything short of :tteU 
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itself is mercy for ev.ery·one of us. "1 do no't,meari to say Oft,en dO'i call your attention' to that .principle, for it 
t1:1at specific troubl~s' are always to be. traced to specific . inheres 'in the very system of grace which is revealed in 

· sins, ibut troUible. of all 'kinds "is the result of sin itself . ~e Lord Jesus Ohrh!!it, :tJh1ait'whioo'lilen ooll 11b.e aJt'trdibutes 
· somewhere, in ourselves or in ,others. And how we need of God, that which we attri:bute to God as l>elonging to 
, a refuge of'strength, a "present help in time of tro'uble"! His 'Person - 'to use a stronger word, the very qualit.ies 

·1 wonder do you 'have any trouble? or do you enjoy of His 'nature, His good·ness, His mercy, His. truth, His 
a singullir 'imm4nity? Have.you escaped the common lot rj.ghteousne~s, His justice, His love, His .faithfulness,. His 
of humankind? 1 ,remember one whom. 1 'used -to /know power, Hisgrac.~ - 'all of itt together, l'i'ke tl\e material 
quite welI, 'Who was accu'Eftomed"to "whistle to'keep up , gathered,. may t'reverently say it for the 'sake 'of aim
Courage", metaphorically, of course/for though she 'boast- '~'pliciiy, the ~terial gathered in .... a vacant lot. There is 
ed ,that ,she never had any difficuIiies, never met 'any . wood, iron, morta.r, all k~nds of fixtures, all the materi~l' . 
contrary wi~ds, nevtjr had any trouble of any kind, ,and necessary to frame a houlse that shall be a shelter .from 
nO'body had any right to have any trouble, that was not .the ~rm, that will provide cOJ:l)fort ·and even luxuy: And 
true, and she knew it, and she did have. trouble.' She was thEm some master hand comes, . and' some master mind 
not, a Christian Scientist, yet she endeayoured to prac- presides, and e~ch part i~Jitted into a sple~did residence 
tice. the prlinciple, and to sa1 .that "every day 'in every· at last, into which one ·can· enter' and find shel,ter from 
way 'I am getting better ·and :better" - but she 'Was 1l0t. /the fiercest'storm that blows. -' 

· She h~d plenty' cif -trouble although she tried' to ignore Now the truth of the text is 'that these elements in the 
and to deny irt. . character of God - even the severer aspects of the divine 

It is well ~at we should ·put on a cheerful courage, and charact~r, ~he j~stice that we' fear so. mucl}, '~he right
not spend too much of our time in groaning and 'moaning, eousn~ss that fills us with alarm, 'His truth that never 
but sometimes ·in every situation in life·we have, frankly, , varies, and then that great word that compr~ends every
'to face the fact that "man. is born'to trouble, as the sparks th·ing. : ,His . dreadful horiness--:every power .that He ·pos
fly upward". There ~·re all kind·s of difficulties, all idnds sesses is olirs, f~shioned into 'a refuge so that 'We may 

:of enemies to deal wi·th, and we need Sf)me hidhig-place, hide ourselves in ... G()d lIimself. It 'is well tnat we should 
some place of refu·ge. 1 do! Oh, .j,! is fine to pOse as a sing as we did juSt now: 
strong man, to try 'to represent yourself to others as one "Jesus lo~er of ~ soul, 
who never bends his shoulders, or I!!hJrks the lifting of , Let t Th bo fl" 
any load, ,but you have:to admit, if you are if;ruth.ful: that ' .' me, 0 ,y. som :yo 
somErtimes the hittle is ·a Uttle too severe 'for you .. You And then one quality is speCifically mentioned,. He is 
cannot stand 'ap against the temptations; you' cannot. spoken of as' the "eternal God ... · f wonder if Moses was 
carry the 'load ~ithout hending your back a little. thinking of himself just then? He· was an old man. He had 

. .' ,J:I~ 
'We need a. refuge.". Let us look at the fact very simply, 

and 1 am studiously simple tlils morning. THE TEXT SAYS 
THAT GOD HIMSELF IS oUR"REFUGE. How can 1 state si~ply 
that (;od is' the OnE>, we 8,11 need·? - .... 

1 have read reports of, various denominations in their 
. annual meetings; the. United 'Church, the Presbyterian 
. Church, and the various synods, and Baptist churches 
I too, and ~n many instances 'one might 'suppose that ref.uge 

and deliv..erence were to be found in some amendment of 
d-enominationa:l1 programme .. They find fault with every
thing, nearly, arid well they may, for in this world every
thing~is faulty. But.w.!ten}hey come to prescribe a rem
edy it seems to me that most of them prescri-be. every
thing ibut God ~new methods of doing things, new pro .. 
grammes, some new emphasis somewhere. Scarceiy' do 
we 'hear a word to suggest that what people need above 
everything else 'is God 'Himself.' . 

Moses did'not· promise Asher that as one of the tribes 
of Israel they'would 'be welded ·into a great nation th:at 
would have a marVellously perfect judiciai system, that 
ltiheLr IlaWIS wou:ild be super.ior ,to lIJhe laws of IIllll OIbher 
people; nor did he even lay special emphasis upon 'the cOil'
cumstances mhich should:- be theirs when they iftherited 
the. land of promise.' There. was something more ',that 
they all needed. He ~aid: "You shall be distinguished 
from other people by this' fact, that you shall ~ave God 
Himself for your .refuge." 

i ,'Wonder haw many of us do actually believe such a 
truth as that? not as· a theory, but how many of us do 
aCtually depend in any tru,e sense upon a personal; 'living, 
and ever..-present God? Wh·a.t a marvellous truth- this is, 
after all, that all the -qli~lities of 'Deity are to be fashioned 
int.o a house of refuge for us! -

" 

'been the fa.ther of 'Israel for forty years; and:, oh, how. 
ihei. had had to'depend upon' him'!' They ha'd, ··been 1i'ke 
a nation of little children. 'They 'had, cried to him, and 
against him. They had tried him in every. pOssible way. 
And now ~~'Lord has told him that.·his day is·,done.' He' 
said: "Moses, 1 am' going to put you to bed up in ,the 
mountain. y.ou shall go to sleep there." And he did. 

And 1 su·ppose 'Moses was'like other,mim when they 
grow old. 1 heard 9f a ~an, who was superintendent of 
a lumber yard, and the company for whom he worked had 
prov·ided' him a comfortable house just adjacent- to the I 

lumber yard. H.e could look over ,the )Vhol~ yard from' 
his window. At last ·he .reached· the time when the' com-- . 
pany pensioned. him, and relieved, him of ,his. duty. A 
friend. told me he was a guest of that pertsione.d' su·perin
tendent on one occasion. And he said; he 'hurried through 
his luncp.eon, as he ·had been accustomed to d9, and ,then 
asked "to be excused. And'-he went upstairs:; His wife 

, said: "He has gone up to loo'k 'out over. the yard. He 
cannot understand' thai'it; can 'go on without him. Ev~ry 
day he hurries 'through his lunch. He has no longer any 

. authority, ),r any obliga'l;ion o'ut there, bu,t he goes up 
there to the 'Window and he 1001cs out to see the men 
wor-king, and to ·see that everything is going .on all right. 
He finds it'very difficult to believe -.that· they could· carry 
on out there without him." . ",-., '.. 

. 1 wond'er if' Moses· felt ,a little 'bit Uke that. He knew 
how petUlant they had been, haw trying, and Joshua, 
while not a very young man, must .have seemed to him 
'young. And perhaps he said: "I wonder how Joshua wiD 
manage when 1 am ·ione? :1 wonder how the rest of them 
wiD manage?" And' then perhaps he found com·fort in 
the refledtion that thougp he was to "retire, the. Lord 
would still be there. And so to Asher he said: '''Asher, 
1 shali be done: in a· 'little While, "but never mind, the 
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eternal 'God. will be th¥ refuge. He neve~ grows old.·:
He never grows weak,.He does not know what it is to feel 
any disa:b.ility at all. He.. is'a refu'ge that will never 
wear out. "He is always the same:. From everlasting t.o 
everlasting He is God:" '- . . 

neath are the mpther's a:rms. "T·he chariots of God are 
twenty thousand, even thousan4s of angels" but He says: 
"I am not going "to pu·t YOjl iIi a chariot: I am just going 
to 'caJ:ry you. I' carried them .and 'bore them 'all the days 
of old". ' ,"1 , . 

What a blessing that is! When children lose .their par. 
~nts. tJte wife: loees her husband, the husband .... his wife, 

people who h~ve. :been depended upon ·~re r.emoved, what 
{ remains'? The eternal G'od remains. He is always"with us, 

and any .bless-ing you ever received may be repeated.' 
Sometimes ,you go to a store to buy certain things. The 
s'to.rekeePer will say of something:' "That is a' very diffi. 
culot thing to match. If I·were you I wouIdIo get a little' 
more. because ·whe·n you rleed to re'Plenish your suPPly 

And so. I would remJ.nd you that Go'd's care 01' His' -
children is intensely personal When a mother is dis. 
tressed with all her family duties, and at last ~he doctor 
come's and. says, "You must get away ilomewhere for a 
rest," she looks about and s~ysl: "But I cannot" get a~ay." 
She,cannot get away. Those arms of hers are alwavs full 
and 'busy, because her min:istry -is such an intensely per. 

" 

; it may.be that you will not beaoble to get it." But you 
'know, ~e ''blessings 'of 'God are all staI!dard. He may 
have 'blessed you a thousand times, but the eternal' God 
i~ ·thy refu-ge. and His supplies of grace are inexhaustible. 
and' if this niorning y,pu ,think back over the years to a 
time when :God came especially near and enriched you in 
an unusual way, and you are inclined to say: I'Oh", that 
it were with ,me" as did, J-c:ib "as:in months paa"t,.when the 
'candle of the.J ,ord shone upon me!" You say: "I wish 
T cou.ld have that exper.ien~e· over again I" Well, in rela· 
tion 'to man you cannot, 'but in relation to ·God you can: 
"The eternal G.od is ,thy refuge." . 

HI. 
. '. ' N9w just ~'word, I,wish I had time to nurse this sim-

sonal one. '. 
'So, my dear friends, our 'God is never an a'bse~tee God. 

He is a very present help. Hf;! ·is always there. 'His arms 
'are alway~, ab<iut, us. And how beau,tif~Hy safe, how 
'bles.~edlY safe we are, held in the everlasting arms! . 

, I suppose, p,erhaps, MOses wanted to carry forward that 
id~aof t'he eternity of 'God. Strong as he seemed to be 
~thpug-h so 'f~r past the century ~~rk - yet he thought 
of ·his wea·\cening powers, his .gradually diminishinll' 
strength, and he ~aid: ','1 commend you to One Who :is 
eternal,' -Whose arms are everlasting." What a blessing 
thht is, d'ear friends! How te[lderly He holds' His chil. 
dren! Well, how can we ihinlc of the everlasting arms'! 
W ~ sang just now: '.- ' . 

" "But wa-rm, sweet, tender, even vet 
/ A present help is.He; , . '. 

And faith has s't:nJ iots Olivet, 
·And love its, Galilee." . 

p\e figure with you.· How graciously tender it -is': "UNDER. 
NEATH ARE THE EVERLASTING ARMS." Sometimes we thin;k 
of 'God, nerhaps, as 'a great King. Who commissions His 

",foldiers ,to ta'ke, care of .us; as a Banker, perhaps, Wbo' There, is a story in the IScr~pture's of the days of the 
puts His rellouJ.~es 'at our command,;' as~meone.Who is Lord' Jesus when the¥ 'brought to Him, not children but 

/ at the he-ad of something. ,But ours is a personal, God, little' ehi,ldren. They were so young, they: could not '~ome '
a.nd there are 'Some .thing!l He'does Himself. There are th~mlilelves. They- were li"ke some o! the' beginners, they 
some minbrtJries for which God has nodeputi~s at all . .,. had ·to be broU'g~1;, and th~y brought those children to 
How dis·no!'ed 'we' are to get someone else to do things! Jesus tllat ~e mIght put. HIS 'arms about them and ,bless 
But there are ~me things that we have'to do ourselves. t?em. That IS what the mothers wanted to do,not to bap
There are some things. that God is' pleased to do Himself. tIze .them. He did nat 'bapt!ze them. That is all nonsense: 
There are mothers. who are able 'to afford' i,t. who' employ I WIll tell you what He did: He took ,them up in FUs 
nurses to take care of their children .. Buti"eaJ mothers e.rms. :1 have seen some men try to pick up a' bruby. Isn't 
say: "No.}hank .you; I would rather look after -the. chil. i~ f~nnr? Oh, they could lift. a big ~ton~, or somethin.g 
dren myself" for after all no one can look after a child hke that. But. the most. awkward thIng -In t.he world IS 
l'i:ke its' own '~other!~~ .And:~our heavenly Father doe~. not to "see some man ~iC'k up ?-,child: _But I am 'su.~e no ~other 
find depu'ties. archangels, to look after us: He says: "No, ever took up her 0:vn chIld more dexterously. No mother. 
no! I will look after My childI:en MYSE!lf." ,iThe eternal feared. that -that httle child woul~ fan when He, when 
God. ~'s thy refuge, and underneath are' the 'everlasting H~. Who. was ~he ... eternal God, "Hlmsel~, took the little 
arms." " "f·' chlld~n Into HIS arms. And I rather th1~k He held them 

That' is what" theologians call an 'anthropOm·orphism. tightly. Oh, ~a.~e I ~ay i~ ..:.- He .cuddl~ them to H!s , 
C b d

· 1 11 "'h 1; 'd'· .. 'It . b' breast, and reJOIced In ,the sense of havIng· one of HIS 
Jan you oys ··an ·gu s· spe '" a wor r lit a . Ig one, h'ld I t H' . H ·it. h' .. ' 

b t I 
'11 t ~l" . h t .... It I f' . C I ren c ose 0 -1m. c' tOOl\, t em up In' HIS ·arms and 

'U WI e, you w a h·means. means'a Igure, In hI' 'd t;t,. . A d h't . , "h H . . .. 
h· hG--d t H'"· If h''': h 1· ... · ~- essel,lem. " .n ; t a IS w at e want.s to do . wIth 

W IC, 0 represen s Imse. as anng uman qua h~es, every one' 'of us, men and· women, for "the oidest of you 
arm!!, ey~s, ears, a tongUe, a :mouth. God represents HIm·· ilj.only a little child, after all, before God. Let us come 
self as lIke, unto ourselves In order that we may under. to Him th t H m tak . 'Hi th" 
stand Him. And while, of course,' there is, a sense in " a ~ ay· e us up In'S ~rms, en no ," 

'h' h'H . f' ··t I ,t d all h lit' t matter what happens evermOl'e underneath are the· ever. 
W IC e In 1m e y; ranscen s .' uman qua· les, ye lastin arms . 
He would have us understand. that '''underneath,· are the g . 
everlasting ar~s"." , 'Shall we sing an .:lId.fashioned hymn this morning? I. 

I-"'suppose mothers' grow ,t.ir.ed carrying ,their children, have not heard it for a long time myself .. : . 
'and so they.have these- go.carts. I do .not know. why they . ' i'Safe in ~hearms of Jesus." 
call them by that name. ISometimes they stay ins'tead of 
. going.:""But mothers hav.e 'something on wheelldnto which 
they put that jmkious,Utttle 'bu~deri, 'and' so' relieve them. 
llelves :of its weight. . I confess I rather Hke to see a' 
woman with her child ··i'nher. a.rms, sometimes: U.nder· 

, ' 
" ~ 

, 

'. , . 
We never do mueh for. truth or good.ness by: gettiil,g .. 

angry about it. 

" 

./ 
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Th$' Banner of Truth '.rn the Far East 
''Thou h~ given Ii. Ibaiuier' to ~em that fear thee,' that it ,may be ~'Yed b8Ca.use 

of the truth."---Psalm 60:4.·, " . . , ' 
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ON NOVE'MBER'14th, 1949, a g·rou.p of Christian guidance and 'blesshig,from the Almighty. God has called 
leaders, representing the International Co~nci1 of· us together foz; the )Vord. of 'GQd and f9,r the testimony 

Christian Churehes; left United States by ,plane for Ban. of Jesus 'Cb.risi.", We ask ,aU of our readers tq .join 'with 
'kok, Siam, to ·attend a conference ealled as a 'testi~ony us in prayer to~ Plese coming meetipgs ~tha,t God may use . 

, aga'inst cOinmuni'stic and 'modernfsti, domination In the us aU as an I~d~~ Bible Chris#an Council, ~,ar Eastern 
work of the Lord in the Fa·r East. Among, those leaders Council of Christian Churchea and . Ihternational Council 

,/ 

were Dr. Carl Mcintire, Rev .. W.'-O. Garman, Rev. A. of C'hris't'ian ,Chutches for, Ii·is ·honili.tr. and giOfy/1 . ' 
Donald Moffa,f, Dr. ,J. G. Holdcroft and our own Dr. T. T. . . ' -Biblical Witne8s 
Sh1elds. They circled the globe, visiting many countries. From :August &.12, i956, tlie T.hihl As~eli1biy of 'the 
Their aim was to.expose the anti.Christian character of F'ar Eastern Council, met 'in JUbliee 'Church, Singapore. 

, " 'the World Council of' Churches; to intercede with govern. Dr. Carl Mclntir~, the indefatigahie and efficient: PresI. 
mehts that evangelical mis~ionariesirlig.ht hi free to enter dent of ,the Internatioihll Council, has desc'ri~¢d: th'e Con
the Easter'n countries. to 'warn Brble-believing Christians ference ina series of letters. ptibUshed 'in, '~i! Cliristia:n' 
of the dangerous influences in their-midst and 'to.encour. Beacf)n~ Letter No. '9, which follows, contalns a reference 
age the t.rue believers Who were' determined to stand by to the. former. vi-sit of Dr., Shields and the others to the 
the Book. "- " Far East, and gives Ii general acCoun~ of the ~etings. 

The Conference, which lasted from December 4-11, '" .' " .' ." 
1949, was a great success. As a' branch of the Inter. Smgapore ~ :ron~ ~O~g 
national Council, a Far Eastern 'Council was orga.nized, Cathay P~cl.flC Alr'!VII:Ys, ~td. 
with Rev. An'tonio Ormeo. -Rev. Timothy Tow. and Mr. August 15,1956,1.45 a.m. 
Quek ;Chil1ng ,amon~ the ,1e-aderH. '~Sin<!e t1:tat time the Beloved: 
Council has continued to raise a testimony of sepa.ration' When we get into .a plane it's almost second. na'ture to 
unto 'Chri'st t:r:om the false gods of modernism and un- sta.rt writin·g a letter home. Our 12 days In Singapore 
belief. ' were packed fult of' joy and constant. activ'ity·., I wish 

The FEOCC has -stood firm in a day when ,the World every friend and en.einy'·ofth.e Int.ernational Council,;of 
',Council 'and its affiliates have continually. com-promised Christian Churclfes could have wi,tne8-sed wm.t God bath _ 

with communism, false religions, and national e·rl'or wrought. He alone is 'bringing great glory to \he name 
throughout Asia. Meeting in K3ruizawa .. Japan in July,' of His S'on. . 
1953, the FEOCC again' made' clear its starid against the I ·ast night '140 I].tten~eQ ·the f~rewell diillier. ~i of 
god;les·~ communist agg.ression which tii.tea~ens the peace us from other lands were the guests of the Jubilee Church. 
of the world, and warned' the 'Church agaihst many types Timothy Tow was toastmaster. 'Mrs. McIntire spokei-a . 
of, unbelief in its m-idst.- The unbelief, of nominal Chris- three-point message on the ICce: (1) whai God hath 

t tiani'ty, as found in.the WCC, is as gr..eat a.threat, ,if not wrought: (2) wha'tGod would 'have us do; and (3) warn-
a greater threa't, to the dospel of ,'Christ tli~h that which , ing signals. . 
_comes fro~ ou,tside. A letter was ~ad from the Jubilee sess'ion' reportIng 

Perhaps th~ best evaiuation of the work of the Far their unanimous aciion in joining. the ICOC. This repre-' 
Ea.stern-Council of Christian Churches comes from a quar': sen~ a tremendo~s devolpmerit .. Th:i~ church is the 'larg

" ter from which i·t would be least expected,-.a report con- est ·Chinese Presbyterian Church: here and it ,takes the 
'tained in the' modernist Christian Century concerl'ii;tlfthe lead in many things. A favorable feaction to the Third 

. Karuizawa 'meetings': "Throughout ,the sess·ioDs;-'one could AsselIl:bly of the' Far. Easter.n Council of Christian 
-sense an urgency, a zeal, a drive lacking in most Far Churches has been:fet't in maJlY plac~~: 
Eastern Christian gatherings. It was a 'spirit; ind~, The whOle conference was. s:upported by ·much prayer' 
such as 'is to 'be found in the letters of Paul ---' bOld" arid" careful ·plann'ing miJriths ahead .. Am..ngerhenl:s were 
sweeping condemnation of all that could be ~oriceived 8S patterned after -the Philadelph~a Congress of the 'Idec in 
contrary to the Gospel. The quality of the natiotJ~l!! whO' ,maiiy ways. : " ' , . 
participated was high, and they took prom'inent places of Mr. 'row and M·r. Qilek 'worked coitiitiu'itiy fOI: .~eekS. 
leadership. It was 'obvious that while Americans' \\ferti" and they saw the fruit of -Six years of tii'th-ful witness . 

-at ·the center ot"things, the nationals were not jtigt com- lot was at Ch.ristmas, 1949, .that ·Dr. T. T. ~hields, Mr .. 
ing along for a- r.ide, and no one c01.lld charge that they, . Arve Kok, Mrs. Mcintire, a'it$l leame, k~r~ after' the "-
were pu·ppets for "The McIntire Clan". . ~ "Battle of ·Bangkok," and Quek willi -Jed of the Lord to ... 

There is a real urgency-an urgency whicli the'tnode.rn. join hand and heart with Timothy. . '. "-
ists cannot 'imitate' ,because they 'ha..ve no message to give All incoming br~thren. were tpet by delegations at the 

... nor have 'they ,the 'strength of God to, fill them with zeal. airport. Cars had sp~cial 'stiekers: Banners were out· 
T,i.mO'ohy Tow, Siang Hui, vice-president, and Qliek Kiok. side and 'in~ide Jubilee' and Life ChurC'hes. Ahymnbook 
Chiang, secretary. in writing to the various churches with, printed cover' and il6 songs'i'n C,hinese and English 
tht-oug:hout the Far ~ast, requesting them t9 come to the was prepared. A ,daily paper, The R"eforma,tion Reporter, 
Third General Assembly ,in Singapore., again affirm this was ed·ited· - 2,000 copies in Chinese and 900 in Eriglish. 
u·rgency: . "It 'is now time: for us· to thin'k more of the One 'hundred and, sjxty.: came a'll delegates ·and'·p~servers. 
Assembly and pray more earnestly for s'tI.'ength, cour~ge, This did not include the general. ,congreg-ation. The 
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ch~rchJ wa:s . filled' eve~~ nigqt'- With ,people from ~ny 
ehurches.·T·he press had been 'briefed and prepared in 
advan<:e. All the Chinese papers gave fuI1 daUy· reports .. 
with piC'tu~es. 'The Times, .~nglish ~peaking .. carried a~, 
interview with' me at· the top rj'g'ht 'of the first page, 
Sund·ay, Aug~sL5,. Very few people ·in town did not'lm~ . 

.,the·,FE!CCC wa;s on·1J.~nd.·: . . .:' ~' .. '. .' " 
.' ." ... .. ' . \) .' . '. - . 

Everyth~ng :was 'don~ in two languages, 'Chinese and ,. 

" 
,·T,~e Word ma,de fZesh 'UJfiB '!Jirgi'!}:-bom; 

~ \ '.. . . Eternal,' Son of God il$}·He-
. Two na,tures, Goa a,nd man in one, . 

Red'eemertkrough HiB blood to be. .. ". ~. . 

Born of Thy Spirit, Lord, W6'pT'riiBe . 
. One omy.God, and Three in One; 
Ok, Abba, Father, heaiour 7'fais6--

) '. Thou Zovest 'thewi;r~,a,nd ga,f,e n" Scm •. 
.. \. 

We ·therefore st1ive, ccmtending a,ll, 
Not -in 'our .stre1ig,th; the' ba,ttZs'ir Thine; 

:.. 011., s7'eed the promised da,y of Christ, . 
, That blessed day, tha,t gZo'rf,Ous' time.' 

(Tune: "Jesus, 7;hou-Joy.o! Lo'lJing Hea,rts") 

\ 

English'; ~n~' :the d~y'~ ,vi~re: fill.ed '. co~pi~~~ly; . A moving 
prayer Itt:eeting; e8ch:'in' ~iir:.own tongue;: 'st~:i,-ted' 'at 8.15 
and'was'~eII attended.,' !rom_;I)~nfi to t~~<~'~loc;k we .~~d· . 
a Bible. message' and devotional: meeting·.·. Business was 
from :t~~ .. to il.15 '!i·tid .'this: ~ob:$'iste(r'of reg(n~,tions and 
discussion' of plans~ .IEighteen resolutions .were a.dopted. 
They dealt"··with· the··::vanous·.problenis, from, Japan, to 
lIidla·.an'I,l~'Au~traUa··to:}l\fanila·.·, :At :11.15 every· day a: The three main delegations were .£1'0111 FJ.'ee China,·the . 
message dealing with somei"aspect ·of·'the T.wentieth· Cen- . Philippines, and Singapore. ",' . .... .: 
tury Ref6rmation· was'.preeenied. T·hese were··~xcellent.- The Rev. A, Ormeo:h~adedthe.'FiUpino grou.p. He'was 
hi8toricat··:.fa~ti.tal, and:·mostinform.ativ.e. The speakers re-elected' president of the Far.·Eastern Council of Chris
had 'careflllly ::preparedthese dissertations. One felt .as tian' Churches.· 'He is the man ;··Gocl. has given him a 
if 'he had tea:lly··been;to a :conference when the day was pecul.iar ano'inting. He "makes· friends instantly; In his 
half over:! "".-;.0." ,':: .. ) ....';::.( .. '\. pre-Assembly evangelistic meeting some 24, souls ,came 

to Christ and. were directed into true churches. ' 
. 'Most Gf· our. :foreign" delegates stayed in· three centers, 
.and.:the l~al ··bretb.reI)/providetl .private carS to' transport . 'Dr.:A. B-iD.odd· led the' delega~iori fro~. T~ipei. . He.is 
all'back:,and-:'forth .. ,Men here took 'their vacations just at greatly 'beloved .lind honored: ·Hls ~eart IS 'lD' ChlDa for 
th'is time.so as to heip·. . . ( Ohrist.··· .' ".) . 
't '. I 'must ·!rtop.,I'll write ~not1!.er word about Singapore. 
. The afternqon session~ lopenedat three o'c1oclc and the I 'Vhis gives you some idea of the nature and spirit· <if the 
eve~.in~.:~~·.7.45. meeting. The n~t· meeti~g will be in Ceylon' in 1960. 

Tow and. Quek rented the Viot6ria Memori·al Hall,' the God has raised.up in the Far East ,a moveme'nt for the 
centra1'.a:nd finest meetln'g place in the ci'ty, for the open- . Word' of God and the testimony of JesUs Ch~ist. ,.,. 
ing:' Rally. Il'hey a:rrangel,l for it Reception in its- marble . '." In .Him; 
corritJor'in the afternoon with 200 invited guei~ts .. Seven CARL 'MCINTiRE ' 

. hundred_came to the, RallY,.and a YO)lth choit o~ 8~, all . .... ...... '. 
in' white,. sang, "A'Migh,ty Fortress Is Our God", and •. Two.of the R~solutions pas'sed at this' Assembly are. 
;'Faith: .. ·of .Our F~thers."·. I spoke .on. I "Redeeming: the as follows': ,'.< -;' ." •. ::"~ ...• : :; .. :." .' . ' . 
Evangelical ·MeSsage."·" .' ... '.... -i' Invlta~()D .. ';, - . 

One eid~r:was ~O impressed: that. he' invited us to .his There are 'many mission agencies, chu.rch organiza-
. 'home'for dintl~~. He served'.50 a 15-cou,\se Chinese. din- . tions, Bi·blesocieties, arid :'loeal churches scattered 

ner' on the Ifront. porch of his .lovely home. IJe welcomed . throughout the'· F'ar East; wh~~h" are true to the Faith, 
us· and explained :-hili agreement with our 'stand for, the .fundamental in their doctrines, standing in the stream 
Fa:ith: . I',:' .' .' .... ' ~'" ,". of hist~ric 'Christiap,ity, ·l:!:n4.,~hich. are not organieally 

The enemies,' of CPtlr-se, were at 'work, and theY.may 'cop·nected or in' feUowsh'i-p With' any moderiJ.·istic organf. 
ha:v.e kept !:l9me"pastors -aw.ay. A notice was sent .out'that zatio~s. ~ ..' . '. '.' . .. 
Ihad~ bee~ . put out' of . my .c~~rC'h. T!fe ma~ager of th,~>.. . Ho,:ev~!,. these mISSIon age:q.cles, chur~h ?~gamzatlons;~ 
pens.jon~ Happy Home,. was. told by: pean WoocJ "of: the~., . ~I·ble ~il~letIes, and ~ocal. chu·rches !ire ~xlstmg and .work
.Cathedral. that he s·hoUld not . have a man .Ulce me staying mg'wlthol,lt}fen~wshlI? wl9t·'Other hkemmde~:gr~.P$. . 
in 'his' ho.n-se. ~ 'The niaha:g~r;:told . .us· whe-n 'we left 'that' he We 'hel'iev¢~'it is not good .for brethren to live and worlt 
wantedl'me' to krto'W 'he was "on~" ':With ·us· in "believirig' in; independ;ent· of others, 'but tha:t they ne~d' the fellowship· 
th~ full ·inapira·tion ofthe 'Bibi~: .;.y.>. . ". .:' : .' "~" ('... o.f:~'d's: people. Theyne~d ,to'1'v0rk in unison with otherS •. 
. ' . : '" .... ; of 'like iniiid for the glory of the name Of the'Lo·rd Jesus 
At our place·~·lso<staye(1.:Qis~op;.a,nd ¥.rs. D. A., Thomp; ~ .Ch:~~st"a:h.ifth~. ~efense of our,liistoric FaIth., .' . 

son of .. ~ngt~ncJi .the:-1;teY..'j.J. A..·.Scarrow·:of .. New .Zealan~,.:.~ . We'I'beIieve that the Far Eastern Council Of ,Christian 
a~d' 'Mr: ~nq·r~w ... H: ~e~nox9f.4ust~ab~:: . ~ar~w, ':9..p. : ; ·Chu·~hes· "d~ meel this need.. 'We, therefore; iIi~ite all 
hIS way tQ :th~:Assem~J~, .w~ot~ a .poem-~hlch became th~:~, such 'mls~lonagencies, church organi~tions,' Bible So- . 
theme song Qf.tbe :A..s·se.mbly,. It read~: j.'.,' .. ' cieties, and local' churches in' the' Far East -to aff·mate 

themselvf!s with" the FAR E.A!ST,ERlN' OOUNCIL OF 
CHRI:S:r,rIAN CHURC'I{E'S. -":', AU.$cripfAi..re, Lor.d:·;~.·'fho~ ~t 8a,iti;-

T.1.tr01i,gh.~'IJ,olfJ :men.,impired·to write,·.' 
Is.given ti/Thy Cliu.rc";::on ea,rth" . .' 
. To furnish faUen #"en With light .. 
• . • ' • "4'" ... ' . . 

./ .,'.. ".c()~e·with u·s.and we will do thee good." 
~ .. : .~ . ... . :' I .'. 

. . ' •. -',' .; ..',.: Bringing. th.e ~ospel to Eyc;ry Creature 
We mett' to pled'ge'with solem'n·.,jo.iu . 

. ·.·ihy~written -WO..ra~shiLll·ever sta,y, 
'Nor sha,ll we wr.est one timlill~~t part, 

'N or' ad.d/th'ere!O not··ta,ke a,way. '.' . 

. :,'. W~EREAS', the noble and selfless devotion to :.christ, of . 
.. the" five' young· men who· laid' down their' lives in the 

'. ··:.jung.les of Ecuador to bring t'he.'priceless Gospel of salva-
'. ..' : .. "i don to the wild,. u~reached Auca:lnd·bms is a ·heroic '~x-- , 
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ample to those who love-Christ and 'His Word a,round L. K. T ARR RE'J,"URNS TO THE WEST 
the world; and When Mr. Tar,r came to Toronto Baptist 'Seminary four 

WHEREAS, the modernist leaders of ~ur day have again years ago for theolo'gicaltraining, it was with the .thought 
demonstrated their spiritual blindness -and complete lack that as soon as 'he 'completed his course he would- return 
of interest in such evangelistic' effort,s 'by thei-r callous' to the west,· and enter'. upon some missionary' enterprise 
criticism of the courageous' and determined. attempt of in his native province of.M·an'itoba. 
thes:e young m'issionaries10 evangelfze the pi-imitivepeo- During the last year, in addition to 'his Seminary 
pIe .. who, Hke .all- men, a,re created in the iin'age of God, course, . he undertook the onerous task o'fediting 'THE 
though fallen into tteep, sinful darkness; and t~is modern- GOSPEL WITNESS, 'The mal)Y, reader:s of THE 'GOSPEL 
ist blindness is ,revealed. in such statements' 'as' that of WITNESS win be the best judgea of the fine quality of 
the Christian Century's article belittling the Heroic evan- the work done in that department, A year or '110 before 
gelis'tic effort of these young. men ; and- " his' passing, 'Dr. Shields recognized in Mr. Tarr a young· 
. WHEREAS, there are yet"miUipn.s of peoplepopulatiri'g manW'ith an extraordinary journaHstic gift. The Boai'd 

thousands pi. 'islands off the coast of Southeast Asia who of Directors of TH~ 'GOSPEL'\WITNESS ·pay high· tri,bute to' 
have as yet neve,r been reached with the' 'sa~ing 'Gospel.of ~l\':~arr/or. -th~ charact~~ o~, the ~ork ~ccomplished dur-
our Lord Jesus Ch,ri:st· .., . illg hiS brIef encumpancy'of theedltor.sh1:p oiTHE GOSPEL' 

. . '. '- :'_ .. : .. -. . . WITNESS,' -'The' whole·,GOSPE~ WITNESS fa·mily we are 
\ ~Be ~t therefore resol~ed, that~s .,w~, the 4elega~~s to . ~ure will~viri:sh him G04speM:rn his)lew,. sphere Qf labour . 

. the Far Eastern·CouncIl of 'Ch.rl~tIan Churches" r:et~rn _ ' .. - .~; ' .. : ,.' .:~,' ~:: '. ' :." ,-! . 

to ou·r home countries, we do so With renewed determma- Mr. Tarr· ill .hl-s 're!)I'gnatIon .wrItes. as .follows : -
tion, prayerfully and faithfully, to present .the, n:~d of - .~:. - :: '- :' .. :, .'. ,: T~roIito ont'ario 

u these unreached niuItitudes to our own .ch urC9es' ann' " : .. ;: . -,: '. september! 5, 1956. 
y.oun~, ,PeQple, ·tha,t God ~a~ lead many 'of ~hem to .go Dr_ H. ,C. Slade..' -' , 
out lIke the apostles ·.of old. ill selfless dev.otIon to 'gIve. Pastor Jarvis street Baptist Chu'rch .' .' :_:' 
theae lost on.es 'an oppor.t\.!.mty ,to hear the G~spel and be T ron't' 0' t - -' 

d 
- 0 0, n. 

save .' , . ' 
L' '., f th' Id'd t t' f' th I t Dear-·D.r. Slade: . et us pray. or e wor -WI e es Imony 0 e n, ~r- . .' .. '. .. . .. ::. ,;' .. _. . 

national -Counc'il, of which -Dr .. H. C" Slade, Pastor of It I'S ~Ith. regr~~ that I su'bml~ .. ~_y~"rlilsI~atlOn 
J.arvis Street Bapti:st ·Church is one of 'the Vice-Preel- -from the edlt~m1'hl-p .of THE GOSPE~ WITNE~S, and 
dEmts. . , ' from ~h.e 'Fac~lty-of 'Toro~to Ba'ptist Sein.~·nary. I 

- -. leave It to the' J ud-gment of yourself arid -the' 'Deacon..:s 
--O.L.C: as ,to wliether' -this resignation ,shGuld 'take leffect in 

September of ll),is year, or liI-'May, !~57. ' 
~~ . .. /" "t.... . ~ .; 

Allow me to e~r~ss my- s"iJIcere ,than'ks .fGr· the .' \ , 
SUNDAY SERVICES AT JARVIS STREET 

There was an excellent attendance at all 'services la!'!t 
Lord's Day, especi·ally at the evening l!.our, when Dr. H. C, 

-' '- Slade' preached a message. with the key-note of triumph 
~on .the great word of Scripture, "If God be for us, who 

, can be against us?" "Rev:lval" was the' timely, suhject of 
/ 

kindness which ha'!'! 'been s'pown me ·and. mY' family 
\ by you an~ the people of the': ch).trch. I, am ~ure that_ 

both of us would agrl'!e that our, personal ,reJation
sh'ip has been" an amicahle one ;':fo~ 'royse!'f,-I have 
been grateful, for the liberty: which ,has ,been ac
corded me in the editing of Tat GOSPEL 'WITNESS. 

, \ 

: 't 

the mGrning sermon. It is an inspiring' si'ght to -See the -
Sunday &~061 s<:'hola,rs _ in such .large 'ii'umberssharing 
;in the·hour of morning;worship, - ~ 
\," ' ~·.~.C.: 

" -

'. REMEMBER THE-SEMINARY IN ~y'OJJR' WILL 

. We' su~gest that: ~ur . friends . sho'lild reme;n~r 
Toro.,to Baptist Seminary in their wills .. The proper 
fo'rm for this is: "I give •. devise and . bequeath' 

. - - f to T . to Ba test the sum." 0 _. ______ . ____ .: _ _ _ oron _p I . 

_S.eminarY. 337 Ja-rvis Stre~. Toronto 2. (:al)ac(a.· 
associated with Jarvis St. Baptist' Church:' ,·We 
are .laying foundations for the future;: arid we are 
determin~d to make it as i"1possible ., it is wi~~i~. 
human power to do, that not one dollar ;give." to· 
Toronto. Baptist:Seminary'shal! be-~sed for anythtng. 
but the, _propagation of the go.pel. No amount . 
would' be too large. and certainly no amo·unt. would 
·be too. small. We ea~nestly solic~t the gifts o.f thos~ 
,who believe in fnini~el'ial and missionary eclL!c~tion. 

.... • a \. 

I. 

/ 

I am especillUy mindful o'f ·the financial assistance 
which was' given me during two hospitaHzation!!.,. 
and the 'knowledge that prayer ascended OI:l ·my be:. 
half. Th_e frequent words -of appreciation which I) 
have received from you, the De~cons, and ~he church' . 
family ahout ,my work With THE 'GosPEL WITNESS 
are tha:h.kf'ulli'recalled .. ' • . ". _ , 

.I...t-rust that you, Jarvis .Street ,Church, and all its 
-rlepartments shall' enjoy in full the blessing of the 
Lord, -

Sincerely, in Ghrist r ..... 

LESLIE I{:, TARR . 

). I 

. ,'.' "'f., 

~Wlienever a man. .debates about the truth, and "loses'his 
temper. "he' has-also ,lost his c~use. I have l!.eard of.tne,·
w.ho.knew·JittIe _of true religion, whQ. watched a'mission
ary and a Br.a·hmin disputing, and"he decid'e-d ttlUtt the 

'. missionary 'was hi··the right; when' he was asked why' 
he '. thou~ht 'so; he said, "Because'- he' kept coal,' and the 
other 'man ,ilew into -a" passion." Altbou'gh' that may 'Dot 
always, bel a .. good: test of the. truth·- o{~the ;Jtiatiter' in , 
question;' it certainly is a good test 'of how the dispute:· 
is going.-C, H. SPURGE9N. ' .. 

: . ' 
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Beg·i.nning . to 'ljn.derstand: 
. \ / 

I 
By Dr; D=-. Martyn Lloyd-Jones / 

(Report of Sermon preached on Sunday mo~iD"g, 8th Novemher, 1~.5:S, in 
Westminster' Chapel, ·London) . 

", Note: This fi';"esermon is number five in.a series oflstudies 9n Psai~ ~3 
entitled "A Soul;s Con/lict.".,().L.(j. \ 

__ Psalm lxxiii, 16-20 
I _ ,\I.., ...... . ~I 

WE RE'TURN to ',Our study of how this Psalmist re
covered himseU when 'he was on th,e point of turn

ing his 'back upon God. and of" saying things 'a:bout the 
, godly.life which would have been an offence -to all' God's 

people. . Wha!t :saved him was that he went i',to th~ sanc
tuary of God". There he discovered certain vital things. 
Thefirsfwas that aU our thinking must :be sp'i.ritual RI).d 
not merely rational. He found/also -'t'hat he had been guilty 
of thinking in a ·partial manner and of ignoring certain 
vital .facts without which no right judgment can ever be 
formed. . '., . 

The p.rocess dHinot stop at that ,point haw-ever. His 
thinking not only had to be pu't right.in general bJIt also 
in certain 'Particular res'pects. We proceed now to ,con-
sider these. . 

As' we 'saw hurriediy last ti~e, he di'scovered 'th~t his 
thinking about the ungodly had"been most defe~tive. lIere 
he was in the temple. But what was the origin of the' 
temple? 'That mad:e' him consider the whole history of 
God's ,people and all the enemies. and opposit'ion they had 
had to 'encounter and to overcome. And always the story 
was that God had delivered His people and routed their' 

'- enemies. The history_,and the. story' of the Christi/in 
,Church should do -the same for us. Lord Macaulay once 
said, "No ~an who is corr~ctly informed a's to 'th~ past 
will be disposed to, take a morose or despOIfding view.-of 
~he present". If th~ is true in general, it ·is particularly, 
tr.ue :in the realm' of the Christian faith.' 'It is our ignor-

" ance of :Ohurch history, and par.ticularlY of the history 
.recorded'in the ~ible, that so frequently '~auses us to 
stumble and to despair. 

." Wha!t then is the teaching of the BiDle)Ii -thil!, r,!!spect? 
T·he f~rst th'ing we find i's that it gives us the actual his- ( 
tory. :'We ,!!an never remind ourselves -too frequently .of 
stories such as that of the Flood, of .sodom and 'Gomor-ran, ' 
the ,Philistines, Assyrians,. Babyloriians, and Bels1.1azzar. 
They all teach the same thing: But towering above them 

'. all is .the great fact of the Resurrection which shows God 
triump'hing fhially' over the Devil and all 'his powers. The 
coIitinuing victory is seen everywhere in the ~cts, of the' 
Apos'tles, and. a grand view ·of the End is given in-the 
Book of Revelation. I 

The actual 'h'istory of the, Chriktian Chur~h since the 
day.s of the Apos'tles contiri:ues .the same story. We know. 
.what lias happened to all powers that have attempted to 

;ex'terminate the IChristian Church, such as the Jews, 
. Romans, ' etc., Li'kewise we knQw- the epic' stories .of all 
the martyrs and early confessors, the Waldensian Church, 

, the early p.rotes~ts, the Puritan's, and the Covenanters~ 
Ind'eed, this very 'century' in which .we live ha;s provided 
yet further ~vidence. 
" ,/ 

, I , 'The Bi,ble, however, <'does not merely t:ecord histo·ry. It 
helps us to understllnd the meaning of history. J.t teaches 
certain ,principles very clearly. The fi-rst is that every
thing, even the 'evil powers, "are under ·God's hand.' As 
the 'Psalmist puts it 'here in verse 18: '·Surely Thou didst I 

set them -in slippery, ,places".' They are not fret! agents:' t 
Nothing happens apart from ..God. "The Lord reigneth." 
"By Me 'kings .reign·." It is of. vital importance ,that we 
should grasp the bihlical doctrine of Providence. ,It can 
be defined as "That I continued eXercis'e" of .. the "I'l:ivine 
energy'wheI:eby the Creator ~p'holds all His creatures, is 
operative in' all ,thai 'transpires in the, world, and d:~roots' 
all things to thei·r appointed. end". 'God is over all and 
as we read iJ} Psalm lxxvi, 10: '!Surely the wrath of man , 
shall ,pt~ise Thee: the .r~ainder'. of, 'wrath shalt 'l'hou" 
restrain." In 'connection "witH this we have to remember 

'God"spermfss'ive will. It is .. beyond .our understanding; 
'but it ·is. clearly taught that: He ·suffers certain things'-
to 'happen for' His own purposes. : , 

I " ' 
Another thing we ,see' clearly here is that the whole 

position of the-ungodly IS p'ieGari'Ous and dangerous. They 
are in "slippery places". All they have is but temporary. 
ThePs'almist suddenly saw cl~arly what Moses saw when 
he "chose rather"to suffer affliction with ,the people of 
God than to, enjoy the pleasures o.f sill ·for a sea·son','. 
Age and decay, death and judgment, are certain. The 

'most terr'ible thing ahout.sin:'is that ,it blinds m«;ln to'tl\e 
,realization of !this. Their pomp and ~!ory is, 'but for a 
season. '''The Lord. I"eigneth, let the earth.tremble." , " 

'The Ps·almi~.fsaw this so "clearly in ':the s~ctual'Y of 
God that ¥,-e nQt .only ceased to be envious 'Of the ungodly, 
but gives the impression that he even lbegan to feel sorry 
for 'them' as he realized ,the :'truth' about their, position. --
There :js perh~RS no better test of our profession of the 
'Christian 'fa'ith than just this. Do we feel sorry for the , 
ungodly in thefr' blindness? ,. 'Have we even E!- sense of, , 
compassion ,for them as ,we· see them as sheep without a 

'shepherd? 'Thus the thinking of 'the Psalmist was ,put. ; 
right w'ith respect to the ungoaly. ' 

Now wep~oceed to consider the next step and to' show 
how_ this man'·s thinking was put right also about God 
Himself. We 'have seen how:his thinking 'about -God had 
gone se'riously ~rong becau:se :he nad started in the wrong 
way'about the ungodly, and thus had':i'ot Jnto the posi
tion of questi.oning and querying even. God. He l sl!Ys: 
"Verily I have cleansec:l my'h¢ari in .vain' and, washed ,my 
,hands in innocency" -:- "I .have been :trying ,to obey 'God 
but It doesn't' reaily seem tn pay .. Is :God what He 's~ys 
He isi" ~ow ~at' fs a, terrible thing to'th'in'lf; and th/!-t 
is, .parti~ular1y" the thing on which Owe must now con
centrate. This man shows us how, his thInking was put 
right about God. In a sen~e .he ha~alrea~y said: it,' 

/ 

'II 

'\ 

" 

, 
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"Surely Thou, didst .set them in slippery, places". The, do right?'] (Genesis xvi'fi, 25.) It i,s as fundamental.a 
moment he utters that word "THOU" one' feels that the 'postulate ~s that concerning the greatness and, the mHrht 
whole position is :beg'inning to change. " .' andAl~Q.e majesty of Ood.God is eternally just and right. 

What was. it that was addusted when he ,began think~ God"ca,nnot,change; God cannot .... O say it with reverence, 
ing truly about ·God? I think the first thing he saw now it is. a,pallt of ,the truth concerning 'the holiness of God 

. truly and rightly was the character of ,God; .because; after to sat.iit)-1Qod cannot be un'just .. ' ,It is imposeible. James 
all, the thing that this man had been Ibeginnin.g ,to doubt put 'if like this. "Let no man ·say when he is tempted, I 

.. 'Vas the very ch~racter of God Himself. Many of these am tempted of 'God, for. ·God cannot ,be tempted with evil .. 
Psalmists wi'th strange and rema'rkable ~onesty confess nei·tiber tempteth 'He any man." "He is the. Father of 
that they were tempted, along that line. For instance, -in : lights, wi'th Whom is no variab'le~ess neither shadow of 
the ,seventy-seventh 'Psalm you rind t1\e same. thing ex~ turning." If it 'were possihle for'any change or modifica
pressed very definitely. The Psalmist 'asKS: "Will the tion to t'ake place in ,God He would no longer be God. 
Lord cast off for ever and wiH ·He·be favourable no ~ore? God, as He has revealed to us, is, from everlasting tn 
Is His mercy clean gone for eve·r; doth His promise fail everlasting, always, ever the same; never any difference, 
for evermore? Has ,God forgotten to ,be gracious?" That never any modifica·tion. So Abraham is obViously ri-ght 
is the type of question, ·and, as I pointed out at the very when he says: "Sh'all not the Judge of all the earth do 
'beginning, . some of the greatest saints have sometimes right?" He can d'o n9 o~er. So let us realize 'that, so 
been tempted to ask these questions' when things have' that, wh~n we are tempted of the. devH or by our own 
gone against 'them.' 'Well th'is man' in that way had been 'predicament or anyl position which" the devil. may use to 
as'king the)e questions: Does God care,and. if He does querY the, righteousness of God, we may realize that 

-Care why does He not stop these .things? is' it that He what we are really saying is that· it is/possible for 'God 
cannot do .it? How often have people 'as'ked 'these ques- to vary and to change. But that is impossi·ble. He can-

. tions. How often did people say ,in the last ~orld war: no·t, 'because ,God is 'God, and, because of what He is, there 
Why does God pe.rmit a man Iike"'Hitler to live?' Why can never 'be any variation in His·justice or righteous
doesn't He stri·ke· him down; if He is God and has this ness, there can never be any question of injustice or ,un-
power why doesn't He stri'ke him? The .quesfion arises, righteousness. ' 
can God perh'aps not do it? .or 'have we been mistaken But we must 'go-~yond that. The Psalmist went beyond 
in our ideas about God, have we been wrong in' our ideas tha.t.and came to 'the poi-nt at whiC'h he discovered that the 
a.bout, His '~~rcy and. compassion and goodness? Those Covenant of· God, and the promises of God, are ever faith
are the questions that ,arise acutelY. Why does 'He not de- ful and .ever sur~. -In other words 'God ·is n<rt .only just 

".. .molish' these p_~.ple· who are opposed to Him and' His and rig;bt, but God has committed' Himself to man, He 
people? Now tHis man had been assailed by such ques- has given certain-·promises. 'Fherefore ·the next. great 
tions; and here he finds, his answer. At once he is put doctrin.e_of if;he Bi'ble is that ·the promises of God are 
right, on these questions ,by remembering the greatness always certain and sure; what He hath ,promised, 'He will 
and the power of ,God - "THOU hast set them in slippery most surely and certainly perform. You will remember 
places". There is nothing outs'ide the control oJ tGod. that word of Paul the Apostle to Titus; he refers to "God 
Many a Psalm such 'as 'the' finie'th expresRes.·it. It is in- Who cannot lie". (Titus 1, 2). And He cannot lie, again 
deed the 'great theme of the Bible: There is no limit to for the same reason. When God gives a promise, that 
'the power-of God. He is eternal in all His P9wers and in promise ill certain 'to ,be kept. All His promises ate abso
all His attributes. _ "He spalce and it was done." He lute promises, and whatever He ha's said. He . .is certainly 
created everyth'in'g OUt of nothing. He suspends the_uni- going to do - ¥For His mercies . aye 'endure, ever faith
verse in space. Read certain g.reat chapters of the Book fui ever sure." Now that Was lall-important to this Psalm
of Job and you will find it elrores'sed ,in a most amazing ist, because 'as one of God's pe~ple he knew;about the 
mariner. 'For instance read the ·twenty-eighth chapter of Covenant .. He knew the promises God had made to_His 
the Book of J oh, and ,there are many other.chapters in the people, and how :He had pledged Himself to. them. He 
Bible that proclaim exactly the same thing. had if;old 'them that they'were His peculiar people and 

"In the beginning God." 'Thi~ is a: fundamental postu- that He would ta'~e ~ special inter.e~t .n them, that He 
late; the Bi:ble asserts it everywhere. Wliatever the 'ex- loved ,them and was concerned about their .prosperity and 
planation may be of all that is happen'ingin the world', it happiness, and that He was going to bless them until 
is not that ,God ·is not capa'ble of stoppin.g it. It .is not eventually He received them unto Himself. Very well, the 

" 

'that He cannot arre'st these things, because 'God. by defi-' Psalm'ist had been tempted to ask, if that is so, why am 
ni'tion is mimitabl~. He is absolute, He-is the everlasting, ':' I Uke,i.this? But now in ·the sanctu~ry of ,G04 he finds ,.,,) 
Eternal -God to Whom everytbing on, earth ·is but as noth- that' li~ was all 'Wrong and tha:t God· works ind:i.rect!y as 
ing. He owns every,thing, He governs, He con'l:rols every- well ~s directly. He saw that ,in 'the sanctuary of God.: 
thing; alI things are under His hands. "The Lord reign- i,f y(ju read the verses that follow you ·will find how 'he 
eth':' No.w that is the first thing. a,bout which this man e~abOrates . all that. He, says:' "Nevertheless l.. am fon-' 
was put .rIght and that veq clearly. . . 'tmually WIth, Th~, T~o~ has'! holden me by illy'.rI·ght 

But 'he was also put right on the second, question about 'hand; Thou shalt guide me with 'Thy counsel and after
the . .righteousness and the justice. of God"'because that .is ward receiv~ me to glory~'. 'He sees it all and 'so wlien"he 
.the order in which these things arise. If ;God has the eame::--..to write h'is IPsalm' he began 'by saying: "SurelY 
power, why doesn"t He exercise it? If 'God ha.s the ability ·God is' good '1:0 Israel". -'God is a'1way~ good to Israel,. 
to destroy all Hi;s enemies, why does:'He allow them to do He never brea!ks a prpmise. These a·re what we must 
'the things they do? Why are the ungodly allowed to' always regard as fundamenota'l postUlates i,n '~ll our rela
,flourish; what ,aibout the justice and righteousness of tion~hips to 'God, and· we must never be tempted -to ques- . 
God.? !I'he answer is g'iveJ:l by the statement made hy tion orlquery anything ·along that particular line. 
Abraham of old: 1'~Shan not the' Judge 'of all the ea·rth Th~ Psalmist was pui rig~t.in his' thinking ~b'l~t God. 

, 
" 
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first of all, 'with regard- to the' clfaracter 'of GOd. Well He must do it a'll along the U:ne, ~ot .,JuJ't in what you 
·then", 'if that 'is . so, we are stilI confronted by ou·r mai~ choose. ,There -is an utteninconsistency in the argument. 
question. If· I now know that 'God h8:s all power and that When. such 'people a·re thinking about others they say: 
nothing.can limit it, that He is always just and righteous, God s'hould: control them; 'bu.t when they thin'k of them-
that He is always faithful to H"is convenant 'and pr,om- ' selves they say: . i'lt is very wrong of God to control me, 
ises, I therefore ask:. Why then, is it that the ungodly I am a free man, I must be allowed to do whatever,I lite, 
are allowed· to flourish and pros'per in this way, and. why I am, a free (person, I must have my Hberty.", Ah yes, " 
is it ,that 'the godly a·re ·so frequently to, 1?e found in a hut the other man mhst Mt 'have libert.y. .Let us leave 
state of suffering? Now here is the beart of th·is ques- it at tha't; 'but it is im·porta'nt.' . . ' ,. .. '\ 

,tion which h'as always trou:bled mankind ·a.n'd which is ' ~But 'more seriously f~om our. stand·poirit, w,hy is it, do 
prdb8lbly'.J>eing aske~ '~y .mi1l~ohs of peo~'le j:n differe~t you tliink, that God does appear to be a:sleep,:why is that 
.parts of ·the )Vorld at th1s moment: .Why dpes ·God perm~t ~ God does allow the ungodly to .flourish like this? There 
this'kind of thing? The P.s·almi~t discover~d. 'the answer are 'certain very defInite' answ~rs in the Scriptures to 
in the House ofG~d. He p~,ts i.t ·in 'a very inte~est'i?,l! and '.that question;--Here are :some of-them. There is no doubt 
chi,rming manner. You wIll fmd. th.e same thmg m sev- at all that one of the reasons 'is this: "that -God permits 
eral Psalms; it is' an idea indeed, that is to, be found in these 'things' in order that sin may" be ;revealed: for what 

.' many places in the ,Scriptures. The answer ~s given_ it reaHy is, that He may allow it to ~nifest itself imd 
· here in words which, if you Uke, we may des'crlbe as' a show i.tself in all its' uglhiess. If you want a classical 
v~ry d~ring .ant~.ro~inorphism. The Ps~lm~st .saY,s.that statement ~f that you will ;f.ind ·it in the second half of the 
the explanatlOn l'SthlS, tqat God: fo,r the bme bemg see~s first chap'ter of Paul's Epis·tle :~to the-Romans where he 
·to be asleep. "When ;Thou awa:kest, Thou shalt. de,splse traces the decline and fall in the history ,of mankind. 
their image" ,}:le 'says in verse 20. , Now .th~t -is. ~n anif:hro. Paul was writing-a.bout th~ civiIization, of. society, as it 
pomorp'hism. In other, words, the 'Psalmlst, m order· to was in ;hi:s own day; He describes the ter.ri-ble ugliness 
convey what he had discovered. in the .sanctuary of God, and 'foulness of Hfe' hEr·gives us that horri:ble .list of sins 
'has to' ·put it in human ter~s., 'Thai is ·because of the those sexu'al perve~sions and all those other things that 
limit of our thinking and ~ur langu~ge. Gp.d ?annot sleep, . were destroying life at that time. And he says that the 
but He appear~· to ·be as on~ Sle~plDg. ~t l~ n?t, that He . rea'" explanation of 'that is that mankind, having subst,i- I 
has not the power, ibut He IS for the 'bme \>emg asleep.· tuted the creatu.re for· the Creator man having rebelled 

· ~It. is no't that he has fQrgotten to.!>e .~racious~ He!s against 'God's holy. law, "God has 'given them over .to a \. 
asleep - that is the ~rgument. A sim-llar statement IS reprobate niirid",He ha:swi.thdrawn ·thEnestra'iningpower. 
"found in the next Psalm 'in the. twenty-second verse.' He has allowed sin to develop into what j,t really 'is; and 
where, having descrilbed t:pe desolation of the Church and there ·it is. Surely 'that is somethi'ni o~ which we need· 
the way in which the enemy has come into the .C9urch to be .reminded, today. There is a gr~at deal of attention ,_ 
and: 'has reduced, it almost to shambles. the Ps~lmlsf ends being paid at thi·s_moment to tbemoral condition of .this 
'by a.prayer. ·H~.says: 'Arise, 0 God, plead, Th-ine own 'country. and very rightly. Why is this necess·ary?-I sug
cause," etc. It seems as if he turns to, God and, says: .gest the' answer is stiIl precisely the same. Our fathers 
,~~od, why' d~n'f you awa'ke, ~ris~, 9 ~d." It is '~h'~ ,same and for~fathers increasingly tux:ned , their backs upon 
idea. In the for'ty~fourth Psalm mthe twenty-thIrd verse GOd; They queried the authority of ,the Scriptu,res ---, ·it 

· you get'i~ more expH~itly: "Awa:k~, w,~y ·sleep;st Thou, .0 wa:s done even in pulpits - an~ man ,became the author
Lord?:aris~.cast-us not off for ever. Here 'IS a man In ity. What man thinks about the Bible, what man thinb 
desperation, he sees ,the desolation produced -by the enemy, " a'bout God, 'what man. thinks about moraUty \became the 
he sees the success of the ungodly and: the suffering of rule. MRn ·put himself in ,the position of authority and 
the godly; he is now right in his. doctrine, S9 turning to turned down' the autho.r'ity of God; and we today a're reap-

· qod he says: "Awa'ke, why'sleepe;stThou, ° Lord?" W~y ing th~ consequences of that. GQd, ,as i't'were, turns to 
'don't you as~ert yourself?· That is }the jde~. and ~hat IS man'kind and says:, Very weB, I will N:st allow you to 
the idea. which we mum now apply in detail . ' . see what your views, and 'your philosophiEts- 'lead to. Today 

Why. does GOd"thus appear 'to ,be asleep? Before I come' ~e ar~ be~iiiriin~ 'to see what s~n ,r.eall~ is: it is'~eveaIing 
to the spiritual answer -to this question, may I 'indicate Itself m .1,tS ughness,; we _.ar~ .s~mg l,t lD ~ll ,'i~ .utter 
the gross inconsistency that is to be found in the :argu~' horror .I].nd ·foulness and mahg.mty.The!e IS .no quesT 
ment of' people. who glibiy a·peak like' thi~ about 'God. . ;~ion '~\l.t tha't' 9od~ ~n order ~o ~eac~ mankmd· ~he exce~~- . 
The.re "are so many people who ,say:' If ~d: is '<?od, and ·~ng ·smfulness of sm;-sometImes wl~hholds HIS ~estr~lD- ..... 
if God has, the power, and if :God IS· merCIful and ,lOg ~ower, and IfUoWS the ungod1y to: have theIr ~h~g. 
gracious,' why did He not destroy a man like Hi'tle,r at He gIves them '~~e ~nd the whole 1t'~ll!lg app~rs 10 ItS. 
the :beginn'ing of his regime, why d·id He ·not wipe him 'true colou.rs·, I.t was Ignored by ~he phdos~phers and the . 
out, and all his forces, and thereby save 'siIffering" why pSY.Gho!?grsts attempte.«! to eX?,lam It. away, ~ut we ~re. 
did- He not intervene earlier, ~hy did He not assert Hip!- seelyg It for:~hat"'lt IS. - thIS horrIble foul perverSlOJI 
self? 'That is' the argument they put forwa.rd ... an!i yel and lust. ~t IS -:-there m, the heart of the edu~ate~ as 

_ ~hey ape generally' t.he . v~ry self-same, peop'le who. are wen as the Illiterate. ,. ,..--" 
loudest in their claim for what 'they call the free-"wIH of "That i~-one reason. But it i~ not the oply ·.reason, fo), 

,I man'. !If you begin to ,preach t~ them abp?t t~e doctr~nes there is no doubt tha't ,God. ~rmits this kind of thing also 
of salvation, if you should menbon term~ Jrke predestma- -partly as the :punishment of sin .. Again, if ~u read the. 
tion" 'and '''the elect",. they say:' I ma'intain I have. a first cha~ter of: the Epis,tle to the' Romans you .will find 
free will,.I have 'a right to do what, I l~ke with my own that poinf co~s out ·also. In other words ·qod withd·raws 
life. Yet they are the people wl)o-say God should eXert His: His restrainihg power sometimes in order that, people 
power and His might over other people. You ~annot hav'e may reap some of the ~nsequences of their 'own sin's, and., . 

. ' . it both, ways. If you want God to assert'Himself .li·ke this, 'thereby He. punishes sin, We' are l'!U one by natu.r~ in 
) . . . .. , 
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this that we w,:nt the pleasure of sin wit'hou~ tlje cons·e. i self that ;tindermin~ the faJth of the people in the Word 
qu'ences, we desIrI! to be able to sin and not to silffer for of ·God, and it is n9tsurpdaing that· things are as· they 
it. :Sut you cannot, for "There is no' peace, . sai-th , my' God,· are., - 'Maybe we . s·hall 'have 10 endure'/ much more' in order
to the wicked'\and;:·God has so made man, arid so made that we ourseive's Jiiay ,be humbled and, brought 'low and 
life, that there are always effects that follow cau~s. If b·rough.t to-realizEqp.at we are God's ·people_and that we - . 
you sin,· you will suffer, ·imd sometimes 'God' allows -the must rely:upon Him and Him alone: ' 
vrorld to get -into ·'a state ,of -godlessne,ss as part. of 'its . 
punishment. I do not hesitate to usert t'hat that is the 
C?riiy real explanation of -the two world wars.: it ·is partly, 

\, -Gf.od, 'metfinH,g. outd' p~nishhmenlt ,toh~nkind f9r ,a'll its 'de. 
lance 0 IIJl urmg.'t east unllred yeats, it is part 

There, -it seems tp me, a~ some of the answers given 
in the Scriptures as·: to why it is that God seems a't times 
to be asleep. ,. \ ., 

" 

of the punishment. God ~10'Ys things to develop in ord,!!!, 
that mankind'may reap the consequences of that which rt 
'has, !!Own. If you· "sow ,the wind" you may well '!~ap' 
the whirlwind" ; and we have eXperienced that in' our 

·But that does not eXhaust, what ·the P-sa.lmist learned 
about Go~'s ways. ,Tne next thing he descri'bes. is what' 
hapRens when God . does awake. He haS ·been put right 
about th~ char~C'ter of Go!,i, and sees that the explana. 
tion is ,tha·t God seems to Ibe iisleep, ·and then he ends with 
this -·~the 'things that, h'appen, when God doe$, awake. -. 

" 

.\ 

own life.time. ' --. 
- What is the next thing? i believe_that God allows the 
evil and the 'evil.doers to have this fling and this rope 
and this licence, as it were, in order to ma:ketheir over. 
throw mo·re cO!Dplete and sure. Bibli«;,al history i~ really 
,bpt, an exposition 9f'this principle. 'God seem!! to be 

I asleep and 'the, enemy rises,_ he bla'sphemes,the Name of 
God. 'Thin'k of"it in the case. of Asaytia. They set them'., 

, seI:ves against the 'God '~f Israel, an'd God allowed it all 
, . to 'happen';' they inflated themselves almost into the heav. ' 

en!! and '88id'~' "Nothing can stop us". CJ.'hen God suddenly 
, ...:...pricked the bubble imd the whole thing collapsed, and- the 

final discomfi'ture was greater than ever, It 'is when 
the' great big bully,has made his final boast that he is 

\ a:lways ~rought- down. If God had brought him down'at 

'''How ~·re they brought' in'to desolation, as in a moment! 
t'bey are utterly consumed with terrors. As a dream when 
one awaketh; so, ·0 Lord when Thou awakest;, Thou shalt 
despise their· image/' What is he say.ing?The 'firs't ,thing~ 
he says i,!!. that 'God dl?es awake: "When Thou awa'kest:' 
It is ,going to happen. 0, no, 'God is' not penna'nently 
asleep. When it does come ... !,There is a: ]imit,to what. 
God allows thEl ungodly, there is an end to the latitude 
al}d the apparent,l.i~e~ce that He· give·s to Hi~ enemies. 
He cer,fainly allows them rto do 'a .lot, but there is an end 

. to it~ ther.e :is. a limit. "My Sp!irit'will not always strive' 
. with man." "How long is ",this 'to go. on?" someone asks 
. God early iri-'histo·ry. The answer was: "Until the 'iniquity , 

of the. Amor'ites,' is';ftiU''. There is a limit .. ,,~y Spi,rit ' 
witl not .always st-rive," and it da~ is coming when it wiII 
not, God does awake. God will awake. ' .. ' the "beginni'llIg it would. nrolt ·have seemed· so· wrondeJ'ful, 

~ God allows evil and ,evp Power~ 'to do astounding 'things 
-to the wOlrld, so much: so that even the, godly begin to' What happen-s when He ·does· a~ake?'-This. man says 
ask: Can God ever sitop this? ·Then, when the end has very clearly/what is, goi.ng to happen to these successful 
almost come,God arises and do\YIl they go. The disCom~· ungodly .people' ·When God does awa·ke. He says: "As a 
fiture of the eli'emy is· greater then 'and more complete. dream when'one awa~keth, so; 0 Lord when Thou awakest, 

" Then a.g~in G~d allows j.t·j~ order to 'dis-play/His o~ Thou shalt ,despise t}J,eir image". • What a ,picture! That 
- , gr.eatness and glory over all this grea-tand mighty enemy, ,,: ungodly man that .s~emed 'So· great and"'mar-vellous, when

God ·a!ises and: 'without a word He demolishes, him,-and God arises, -vanishes" like ·a. d:re~m. It is as if it pad hut 
a'll who see -it turn -to~tp.is Aimigh'ty, ·-g.Iorious God. AU'. heen a pp,ap'tom, an image, an appearance,' and .had never 
tpis is put in a very great phrase at the~end of tpe twelfth ,been a real'irty, .. The'ungodly that seeme'd. -to be So· power. 
'chapter of ·the, Boak of the Acts of the 'Apo'stles. A king ful. so seU.sufficient., and almost indestructihle, when GOd 

"called Herod seateB upon a thro.ne made· a great ora,tion . arises, are gone like a flash. The Bi!ble ~is full of" this. 
to certain people, arid' after ·he had delivered his oration Read' the fortieth· chapter of'Isaia:h and you will 'see there 

.I the ·people cri~d out sa~fng! "It i!'l 'the voige of ~ god and th# God;, says th~'t,·t?: Him the nations' are :bu.t "s, .drop in 
not of man,." Then God we are told sent an angel ·and a bucket ~nd as "the small dus't of the balance". These 

-. smotEl -this man. "And he was' consumed of worms"and great nations with -th'eir,atoinicbombs and their hyd'rogen
gave up the g'hbst. B,u't the word.of God g.rewand multi. hombs, these mighty:nations! But a drop-in a;bucket, and 
plied .. '" You see the contrast, the pomp ·and the .. greatness the small dust of the::halance. And not only that. 1;.isten 
were demolished:· :huFthe word: of the ·God Whom· the -to the sarcasm and :the derision: 'AU: :the nations' of .the 
foolish king was tryIng t.o de.stroy g~ew' and multiplied, earth "are a's grasshoppers", even Great, Brita·in,· the, 

I and so God's glory was ma:t;lifes-ted.. . ~ U.S.~. a~d -the U .. s .. ~.R ,Ah, :there ha\.e be~n .ot~~r great 
The-last exp,lanatron II would put forward is' 'this: That err,tp'lres and. natI~n~ -,and common~ealths, bef~re:/ but, 

-there is no doubt at all that God sometimes permits' the they ha~~ all :gQ.n~ '~ecause ~hey were· ~~ submISSIve to 
u~g~d-ly·,to·flou-rish fot _the sake of ~isciplining His' own' God. All the ... ~atIons ~f the earth are but as grasshoppers 

, peoP-Ie. I' am sorry to hav~·to..:say· that, ·but i mu,sf sllY i,t. -when God awaketh. 
W~.need 'to ~e disciplined. _., How often did' God raIse, Le"t"ine gi~e you one other example; it is 'one of the 
up ehemies against the Ohild:ren 'of Israef in order to most notable in hi'story, You have read . of Alexander 
diScjpline them. T·hl!y, His own people;had- become slack the Great, one oC the greatest 'g~nerals of 'ali time, a 
and were forgetting God. ,He pieaded with t~em, He ~ent great monarch and'a mighty wa·rrior.' He 'cOnquered 

, them prophets hut ·they paid. no attention, ~o he raised up a'lmost 'the whole eahh: "Alexander 'the Great" he was 
4,ssyria, he ra·ised up the ;Chaldeans to chastise. to cor· called.' Do you know, what the 'Scriptures call him? Read 

; ,re,ct ,His own neople. And· I do not nesitli'te 'to 'assert your- Bible right through ·and. you:' will n-ever find the 
that many of the things we Iulve had to endure'in thls- name of Ale~and'er the Great. It is· not mentioned. But 

\ ." j' -

.. country have been par,tly because ,we, Goa's people, 'have' Alexander, the Great. does come intq 'tne Sc:riptures, and 
needed to be : disciplined, -It, was, alas, th~: Church her .. , you wi'll. find the wa~ in whiicI.!.- God refers to ;him. 'in the 
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. eighth' chapter of th~Prophet Daniel. As Wa.l~r Luthi 
_ has pointed out; be who to the world' fs AleXand'er ·the 
·Great. is·toGod (!a he-goat" ... ·That "is it. When God arises -
~Alexander the- ,Great-;,a he-goat~a grasshQPper. Tha~ . 

_ is 'what happens when God rises, to nations., to empires, 
- . to individuals, to' all. '''When' 'T·heu arisest" : -and He ~as . 

,arisen. Read the history recorded in ~he Bible and you'. 
win find' that God does arise, and has"arisen; and His 

-enemies ha'Ve oeen scattereil. 

-' 

., 

The final message, however, that comes to us out of 
al1"this 'is tha,t these great events of history -which have 
already happened are but a. pale adum'bration ·and. ai 
mighty warning of that which is to happen. The world 
is 'Go!IlesB, it is"Christles·s; it ridicules the g.race of God 
and the" Saviour -'of the world and especially the holy 
Blood' of His Cross. The ' world. is arrogant 'and .prides -
iltself on I1s "Sin. But' th'is is what is. going to happen. 
The Apostle Paid, who had ibeen ...... greatly, ·persecuted, writ.:. 
·i,p.g his Second letter to the Thessalonians, says: ",So that 
we 'ourselves 'glory in' you in the churches of God' for your 
patience and faith 'in ali your persecutions and -t~ibula •. 
tions ,that ye endu·re: which ·is a ·manifest token of the 
righteous judgment of God, th'at y.e may be counted 
worthy of _ the ·kiJ:l.gdom of God, 'for.. which ye also suffer: 
seeing it is a, righteo'us . thing with 'God -to recompense 
.-tribulation to them that trouble you.; and ·to you who are 
troubled r.est with us, .when the Lord Jesus shall be ,re·· 
vealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flamIng 

. fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
thilt ~bey no,t the gospel of o_ur Lord Jesus Christ; who 
shall ·be ·punished with everhlsting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord: .andi from the ·glory .of His power; 
when H.es1j.aU 'come to .·be glorified in His saint's, and· to be 
admired in ~ll them that,bel1eve in that day". 0 yes; thjs 
is as certain as the fact that this' is 1953 and as certain 
a·s· the fact ,that we are alive at this moment. The Lord 
wiIi _c~me riding upon the clouds of' heaven and an His' " 
enemies will be scattered- and routed, Sabin and hell and 
all opposed to God wHl be cast into the la:ke. of 'fire and 
go' to '~everla:sting d'estruction from the presence of the 
.:(.o.rd'~. That ·is the-end of the .~ngodlY. That is the 
power and the 'glory,::of the God Whom we love and Whom 
we adore' and serve. If' you do not' understand what is 
happening; put it into that context. GOd is God, ,God is. 
holy ·and just. lie will 'keep His promise; what Re'-has 
promised He will certainly perform. He is permitting 
·these things fo·r His own: end. A day is coming when 'He 
will arise and sca'fter His enemIes, and; the' Kingdom of 
J !i!sus_'Ch.r-ist wiU stretch. "from shore to -s'hor~'" and all 
men shall .confess in heaven and- . earth and under the 
earth that He is the .Lord, to. the glory of ,God the Father. 
Thank 'God that His promises are ·ever ·sure. God grant 
,that we all may see and- know and understand God's ways 
and ,be rid, once ·and fo:t ever, of all si'nfu) doubt arid 
unworlhy -questioning. -:-The We8tmin~er Record 

/ 
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"Within this ample volume lies 
I'l'he mystery o·f mysteries, 

-' Happiest they 9f hUIr).an race, 
. . . To whom their God has given Grace 

To .read, to fear, tc? hope, to pray; 
. To lift the latch, to force the way; ... 

And better had they .ne'er been born, 
. That rel;ld to doubt, oI"read to scorn;" . ../ 

~IR'WALTER SCOTT 
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Arid . Yet It 'Was Not 
.. \ .. 

'Consume.d' 
o / - ."\.. 

, A Commentary on Jeremiah 36 by the late Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
"\ 

I T WAS winter in Jerusalem. In the·southern 'wing of report the matter to the king. For a Uttle ,Jehoiakim 
·.of King Jehoiakim's ,pl:l~ace' a fi~ of 'charooal was hearkened, as one of the counselors 'recited the counts in 

kindled. I't burned in . its brazier,' and ,kept the cold God's 'indictment ·and the pena-lties 'which are God's wage 
away ;ju-st ·as .... long aftel'Wards, in the chill of a ~a:w for· sin. \ Then "the impatience, the rage, and the impiety 
morning in March or April, the servants of. the hIgh- of the man revealed -themselves. Seizing the roll, he 
priest, and Peter among them, were glad of the fire alt hacked it witht hi~ knife, and flung it down into the 
which they stood and warm,ed themselves. But round both blazi,n:g ·bz;azier in front. It "was like Diocliltian, giving 
those fires what sorrowful and sinister associations 'orders that the sacred. ·books of the Christians should ,be 
gather! . destroyed, or- Uke Papal Rome -burning the wri·tings of 

Wyclif /and Lu.theI:. .It was a sacrilege which did not 
Jeremiah, the prophet of God, had none of the comforts hurt the proph.et, .but injured only the childish and wicked 

of the palace. He was shut up, a prisoner W'hom his king.' . 
enemi~ watChed'; althou·gh he was not so fettered that If'we do not maltreat the 'Word of God in .so· flagrant a 

.-> 

he could 'not, when danger threatened, make good his . 
escape. MeanwhiIe, hi-s Lord. wa's with him,' ~d no ·iron fashion, there are mpdern repetitions of Jehoia·kim's \ 

crime. When the ,great facts of SCl.'ipture are called in 
-bars' could, cage his spirit. . question, or when i.ts cha:pters.a.nd 'verses are dis~ecte&. by . 

. So, first, ~e see -God and,the prophet. a critical sCience which is strol)gly lacking in devoutness 
We were taken into Jeremiah's workshop. A disciple and ·reverence, or when:fts sentenc;es are quoted ~ippantly 

was with him - BaruC'h,·the 'son of Neri·ah. He was I and lightly, or when its humbling truths .are rejecte~ by 
what hi later days Tertius. or Titus or Luke was to Paul, the pride of our intellect and the pride of our will, o'f ' 
his secretary and amanuensis, setting' down on a roll of when we are up ·in arms agains·t its way of salvation, we 

· parchment the words· he dicl;a'ted. Immea,sura;bly im·por- are surely follOW-ing·in the footsteps of the a:ud·acious and 
·tant-thes'ewords were. They had a divine origin. They foolish 'king of Judah. It is God. Himsetf who' lives arid 
were ·God's words, given directly to'the prophet. They moves, speaks and .pleads and warns arid commands. 'in 
came .fro~ afar, and. Jeremiah uttered: them .a;s 'he re-, the Hqly Boo'k;' and any·sUght. we inflict on -it is a wound 
ceived them from the Lord whose ambassador he wa·s. . dealt against 'Him. . " 
TheyQcarr'ied such solemn significance, too. God:'s delight Again, we see God. and the king. 
is to speak ·~ot Judgments bu~ mercies ~d oompassions Jehoiakim gained nothi;g at alI by his fatuous per-
an(j .~~storatu~ns, th~ love WhI~ bears and. f9l"befl~S and versity. If 'the majori.ty of the princes were too 'sub
forgIves. But sometImes the sms of men leave ~Im no servient ·and cowardly to tell him that he was wrong, 
C'hoice, and perforce he must be the Judg~. So .It was he ~oused three of their better-minded oompailions to 
now. ~gai~t Israel, and against Judah,. a~ af!...af:n8't all. open protest. Nor was he ·allowed. to wreak .his anger 
the nattons, ~e message w~. pronounced WhICli Je~ovah upon lJaruch and Jeremiah, for the Lord hid ~hem-"cast 
taught JeremIah, ~nd JeremIa~ Baru.ch. Yet, even here, the la:p of His cloak" over them, as ·in .the moors and 
there we::e r.~lentmg~ of God s ~raclous heart. It may mosses of Ayrshire and GalIoway He .bade His mists c~me 
be, he sa:Id' ·wIth It WIstful yearnmg, the house of Israel . down to shelter Alexander Peden fmm the pursuit of 
,",,!ll hear, af!,d will return. , Claverhouse and the dragoons. And, 'still less did the 

. No doubt, Jeremiah had ·a special iris,?iration which 'we king blunt the edge of the divine messag~, or free him
are' not permitted to share.' But, none the ~ess, we must self from its Jash and scourge. Jeremiah took a fresh 

· resem'ble him if we would' convey to .. :our fenows any parchment and -in it Baruch inscribed all those words' 
authentic word ·of the Lord. ,It is essential that'we should. which the shamed and calcined roll had contained; and. 
li·sten 'before we speak, and that what we do sp,eak B'hould there were added besides' unto them many like 100rdi. 
f.irst come "to us from God Himself. I~ is indispensable iSO he is always defeated who presumes to contend;with 
that w~ declare the stern things of' the heavenly oracles God. He only .reaps ·confus·ion upon confusion for .himself, 
as faithfully ,as the tender things. Ycl; we must do th·is. and sinks from one depth to a more hopeless depth. There-, 

· not harsh1y, 'but with'·"droppings of warm tears"; and, fore .Iet us kiss the Son,le8t he ·be angry and we perish 
' after the wind and ea;rthquak~and fire of judgment, the, frum the way, when his wrath is. ki1l.dled but a little. 

stilI sma,I1 voice of 'invitation and mercy ;must follow. \ For if they destroy themselves who fi.ght against Him. 
Thus, "truthing it in love,:"we shall' have our humble blessed atre all they that Put their trust in him • 

...--place in the goo·dly.fel1owship~! the PlYphets. . -The S~y School Times 
But, next, see th.e prophet and :the king. . '/ . 
~8.ruch was Jez:emiah's sPokesman as 'Vell as 'his sCl"i'be. 

Some months I after the incriminating parchment. was 
w.ritten, on a feast-day when the Temple was thronged 
with crowds, he read· its contents to the people, and by 
and by communicated them in more private audience to 
the princes of Ju'd:ah. What :they had heard overawed: the 
princes beyond meas~re: ..:!'hey trembled both for them- . 
selves and their\Coulltry, and for the two servants-of God 
who had acted so ~oldly. ~1l-t they 'knew that they must 

"He who has" been afar in this wilderness can tell. of 
things learned and ··tasted in the solitary place. . It 1s as 
in the wilderness of old, .there ·is no want there. This 
seems to the men' of ,this world an impossible thing, _ 
and it was so with the Israelites of old, 'who knew not 
that the bread of God was' all they needed, and that 
ihence was all their ·strength." .. 

-TAULER 
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SEMINARY OPEN~NG 
In the 2·7 years of operation Toronto Baptist Seminary 

has g,raduated 173 students, many of tjlese with B.D .. or 
. • . 5 B. Th. degrees. Besides this number there are hundreds 

THE MAN WITH THE RADIANT FAC:£ ('mOre whO, tlirough faHure to1complete their ~ourse~; did' 
.- '''But we aU: with open ·face Ibeholdin~ as in aglaas . not graduate, yet .who derived much benefit ~rom 'the, 
the glory. of the Lord, .are changed )nto the same. . !insfruction received here. It is worth while to 'note that· 
image' from 'glor.y. to glory, even as by the Sp~rit of this tuition,has always been fz:ee. , ..... 
·the Lord."-2 Corinthi'ans 3 :1~.. . l8ervin~ at home and abroad: our' graduates. :incIud~ 
When ·the great' missionary" Adoniram Judson, was evangelists, missionaries, pastors, teachers, profess~rs, 

home on furlough, he. passed ,through S~bn"ihgton, Con- col"porteurs, Sunday School sU'perintendents, deacons, 
necticut. In those days the Stonington Line was the· -nurses, minister's wives, etc. . 
principal route .b~een New England .and New York,.,., . -e'n Monday, Septemb~r 24th, at 2.30. p.m. registration 
~nd the bo~s,. o~ the t~wp often pJa~ed a:~Ol~t the wha.rves for,. another school' y~a.r.w.i!l ,b~gin. Then~the'next morn~ 
lD the evemng m the h?pe 0-: ca~chmg.~ ghIllPse. of some ing will see lectures commencmg at/8.30 a.m. A~ong ,the 
famous ma~: Two. tr~ms connected wI,th the bo~t - an. subjects being taught th'fs year w:ilI be: Biblical Theology,. 

· accomm~datlon (a -tr~' that ~tops at every statIon) and .systematic Theol"ogy,. Ba.ptist Distinctives, Pro'phecy, 
an express. . - . , '. English' Bible" ;ai-bli~l Introduction,' Archaeology, Exe-

One eveiiing .. 'When the accommodation came in,.one of /gesiS, 'Life'of Christ, Church HIstory, Evangelis!D' Chris-
, the 'boys( noticed a man whose appearance excited Ms tian Educa'tion, Homiletics, Pasto·raI Theology, Hebrew; 

curiosity and wonder. Never before had he seeI!- such' Greek,.French and English. . 
·a~ight 'On any human' face. Pre~en~IY it dawn~ o~. 'him ~Christian you'Dg .people may still file application forms 
that the'man :was . the ·famous mIssIonary whose. p:ct,u~e . for enrolment ~n this year's courses .. 
·he had. once ·seen. 'He. ,ran up the !rtreet to the rmmster s . 
'to ask if he could ·be the man. The minister hurried back' . --'G. A. ADAMS, ~eglstrar 
with·.him. Yes, the'boy was right. But the'~inister, abo. 

· sorbed 1;0." conversation with. the miss'i(m~~ forgot alI 
about the Iboy who had brought him the news. ':!-'qe boy, . ' 
aHent, eager, unaoble to tear himself away, stood -by and NOTICE 
watched the wonderful face, the face like a bened"iction.· -'The 'Gonverition Year of the Conservative Regular B!lp

!Many y~~rs~ after\ya~d, tha~ boy, Henry Clay Trumbull; tist Associa.~ion ends on September .3o.~h. Chur:hee and. 
· -became a famous mmister 'hIMself, and wrot~ a book of interested friends are urged .. to send m all gIfts ear- . 

memorials in which was,a chapter entitled, "Wlr8t a Boy .... marked for missionary w9tk on. or before that date to 
· 'Saw in'~e Face of Adoniram Judson." Docto! 'frum.buII, the C.onservatiye Baptist Association, 337 Jarvis Street,. 
,too, has passed -into, the presence of the Master whom Toronto 2. 
he 'se'rved but -the light 'in the missionary's face stilI ' 
shines do~the years. F.riends to whom Doctor Trum
bull .told the story tell it to others, and the printed pages-

· who can tell' t6 how many lives they have carried their 
message? 

:Tl).e· shining face is no m'y.stery: 'Centuries ago the 
'Psalmist kneW the secret ·and wrote" "They looked unto 
'him and 'were' radian:t." It comes to those whose- faces 
are always turned toward ~im, as a flower turns toward 
the Ught. -I,t-was s·kid at the iime of the BOxer rebellion 

• that Chinese Christians could not be d"isgu·ised -:- the 
. Hght' in their faces 'betrayed. them: The pity of it, that 

every ·Christian 'may not· ·be lm«t~· by the, shining of 
hi.s. face! ' 

'-The Youth's Companion 

..... _----
HOW IS YOUR.,FAITH? l.. 

T{vo little girls, playinates, were counting over 'th~ir' 
pennies. One said, "I Ib:ave five pennies.'.' The dtJh'er said, 
"I have .ten." ,"No" ,said the firBlt J.iltltle ,gIrl, "you have 
.ju~t fiv~ cents, the'same' as I." . "But,~' the secondo( child 
quickly replied, "my father said that ~hen he c{lme home ' 
,to~ight, he would give me ·five cen'ts, and so 'I ~ave ~en. 
cents." The child's faith gave her woof1o'f that whIch ~ 
she did not as 'yet see, and she counted it.as being, already 
hers because it had been promised'by her'father. , . .-8: S. World 

" o 
\' ~ 

" 

,-

JUSTi-FICATION BY FAITH 

,. , 
{ 

Those who trust in ,thei·r works or ceremonies for salva
tion deny thereby the, grace and merits of Ph~ist.· !'or 
1.£ our reconciliation consisted in worJ,cs and ceremomes, 
grace w~uld come to naught and the merits and virtue. 

'of the hlood of !phrist would all be void. \ 0 nQ! it is 
·grace and' will ~e grace ~? a~l eternity, .all 'liha,t ,~h~e 
merciful 'Father through H~s dear -Son and Holy SPIrIt 
'has done for us g.rievous sinners.~MENNO SIMONS. 

\ 

IN PRINT 

A D eleRce' :'0 I C tJ~f1i.~i"" . 
. Byc.Hisp~ 

-', 

A brief. readcihle and Sc:rip'lural outUDe 
of' the basic truths ct. the Icdth. • 

20 Pages h 
. ~tl on fir"',,- boOk "",.., 
Prb . to·calll or 12 far $I~ . ~ \ 

THE GOSPEL ·WITNESS 
ISo Gerrard St. E.'.. TOmato 2. Oat. . 
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B:ihle. School 'Lesson Outline 
/ 

· Vol. 20 Third Quarter Lesson 14 September 30, -l956 

n . I 
OLIVE, L .. ~LARK, ·Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE BABYLONIAN cAPTmfY OF JUDAH 

_ Lesson ~ext': Jere~fah\~:1-16. .' , 
G.olden Text: "lAnd if th~ .righteous scarcely.' !be ~ed, IWhere 

shal'l the ungodly and!lffi.e sinner appear?".....:..1 iPeter 4:18. . ,. 
I. The City of Jerusalem Besieged: verses 1-U. 

This mosJt impo11ta.nt event. in the lhisrory of the J ewEs is 
\ deso¢!bed in three otiherportions of tSccipture (2' Kings 25: 
, 1-~2; 2 Chron~ 36:11-21; Jet. 39:1-14). The Books of the 

Kings usua:lly record the 'history of ~e Jevis from: ,the 'Politi
c8ll" s_tandp'Oint, whereas. the Books of 'Chr'Onicles give :f1he 
priestly view. The prophet JeremiaJh stresSes the fact :that 
this d'isaster came upon the 'Pe'Ople 'bec'ause 'Of their refusal 
to Obey' 1:he ~ord. of the LOrd, as.given to tllem by othe proph
ets. Jel'emlah also de~onstrates how fa:ithfully Ithe ,Lord 

. , 

guard, iNebuz'aradan, with an army to 'break down othe walls' 
of the ~ity ·(Nell. ~ ::11), to destroy and Iburn ltihe paloace and .the 
~ouses of the great, .to plunder the temple 'and to deport the 
people to Babylon. (2 Chron. '36:14-21) •• NebuZ'8.r-'adan evi
dently started f.tom 'Ri~lah C?n the seventh day Of .~e mont'h 
(·2 Kings 25:8) and 'arrIved In Jerusalem on ;the .tenth day'of 
the month. .seraia:h Ithe chief 'Priest, the pandfaflher' of Ezra, 
-the deputy ehief and omter .officers, were taken :to Riblah and 
there murdered (vel"$es 24-26). 'Sin is destructive· it is '8 
cruel, and' fearful monster which sp'ares :nn one. N~thing is 
~oo beautiful 'Or too sm:red' for its 19Tasping hand and defiI~ 
mg ¢ou~h. 'For Ithis 'reason it must !be constantly resisted, 
for they who treat it Iemently or yield to its sHptest demand 
will surely.;be deprived of aU ig'lory; .tihey wiU exe~ beauty 
for· ashes and the . g!p'lllents of praise for the spirit of heav.i-
ness. , 

fulfrIs !His own <word. -

iSomEl of the unforotunaJte in'habitants of Jerusalem had 'al
ready fled outside the cify 'to :the Baibyloni8DI king, Ibut they, 
together ~th the majority ~ho !had remained' in ;the city, 
were carned away to Balbylon, just as Ithe Lord had foretold 
through the :pr'Ophets (Jer. 21:3-'7; 38:'3; Ezek. 24:14). They 
had polluted the ~oly ~ouse of the Lord', transgressed 'His 
commandments and mocked' .the messengers 'Whom in. !His· 
merey He had sent to ,them ·(Jer. 25:4-7). The caJptiV'ity of 
Jud~ 'should .~e. a le8!3on to aU, teaching us Ithat the solemn 
warruntga of IScrIpture must .be heeded, and that we dare· not· 

. do despite to the :Spirlt of 'grace (Heb. 2:1-3; 10:'28, 29). God 
The prophecy of' Jeremiah proper seems to con'Clude with will surely J·udge sin H h decl red· lB' rd (E -,-

'- chapter 51 (see Jer. '51:(4). Chapter 52, which gives a 'sup- 1'8.:20,30).:' .. ' as e· as ~ In IS WO z-.. 
:plemenotarY "oocount of. :the caJptivity, as well as an aJeCount of - '. I 
events sUbsequen.t to the captivity. may 'have been written IbJ .some Jeyrs were lett in. the land, in~luding ,the ting's 
Ezra or another--historian, in&pired Iby ithe Haly Spirit. ThiS d'aughters, a .few 'Cour.t attendanJts and some of the :poor of 
would a'Ccount. for the repetition of :the record of :the events. the ~and to till the fields and the vines. \ 

'llhis 'ClraJpter deS'criibes the Jthird and fin8ll invasion of'lf;he The Lord had not forgotten His faithful pr,0p'het Jeremi~ 
land bY.!Kin!g Ndluchadnezzar of IBaibylon. He came first .imprisoned for dar;ing to prophesy the capture of Jerusalem: 
d:uring the reign of Jehoiakiin (2 Kings 24:1-4; 2 ebron. 36: (Jer;--37:21; 38:28). King Nebucltadnezzar gave. command 
5, 6). He came again -during .the reign of Je'hoiaehin, de- thaJl;.ithe.prophet was to' be ,released, treated courteously and 
port.inlgthe kinJg} the. princes, the mighty men ana many of obeyed 'as to ibis own future ,(Jer. 39:11-18). We marvel fllat 
the people (-2 'Kings :24:10-16; 12 Chl"'On. 36:10; Jer. 24:1; 29:1). '~he heathen despot. should 'be 80 considerate, but the' Lord was 
Zedekiam' was mad'e '~g ill' place of lhis nephew, Ibut Boon m control. Jerermoah .was 'Placed ¥nd'e~ the protection of the 
rebelled 'against his masters ,(2 Kings 24:1'7-20) .. Tliis was the new, govern«:>r, Ged8ll'lah, Igrandson of 'Shaphan the scribe 

" first step in the f.i~ overthrow of Judah, ope1'Dlitted' Iby the (Jer. 40:'5-9, 11i16)~ -. _ • 
"'L~rd as a judigineJllt upon them in !His wJ'ath against sin~' ... ~e in'halbittanlts' of Judah remained in c~ivity in Balbylon 
· 'Ndlucl1adnezzar ·now detenrlined ;to put an.end Ito the re-' untIl the supremacy of .the Kingdom of Femia (2 Ohron. 36: 
hellious kingdom 'Of Judah, 'and personal-ly Ied'a ihuge army .20-:23). III' ·the yea'l" 538 B.C., Cyrus, King of Persi'a, con
,against Jerusa:lem.'l'he siege .Iasted for aIbout a year ,and q?ered B~lbylon ,and :aJbS'O~~ all its . territory into his OWl! -
a. haH (verses 4., 5; 2 Kings 25:1, 2; Jer. 39:1, 2; Ezek. 24: k'ingdom. Then God .put It;, ·m the heart .of Cyrus to iuue a 
1,/2), .there lbeing a !brief interru'ption when NelbuC'hadnezzar decree per.mitting ~he Jewish exiles. to return to their· OWill' 
marched. against the Egyptians, who sought to relieve·Jud'ah land •• Their~ captivity 'lasted 70 years, in ~uIfilment of the' 
(Jer.37:6). Ndluehadnezzer Fater removed ibis headquarters prophecy of Jeremiah (Jer.25:9-12;·29:10). ; ..-
from Jerusalem t'O Rilbl'ah~ in :the n'OlIthof Palestine (verse 9; ,.'. ~eGolden Text do!'!s· not imply IthaJt !lihe righteo~ ,~an 
Jer. 38:17; 39:3,6). IS 'in d'ap-ger of n'Ot ,bemg s·aved, Ibm;, it stresses the severity 'FlIe 'People suffered th~ usua1lbitter ~~Ps of 'a siege, of his tri8lls and difficulties Ibecause of sin· "'If the righteous 
chief oftWIh'ich was the iack of food', and·'bhisled'.to ilIIhu!man 'wi~ difficulty 'be 'saved". By the ri~usness of Christ 
atr()ICiti~ 1(2 Kings '25:'3; Lam. 2:20-22; 4:9, 10; EZek. 5:10). Ib~st'?Wed: up~n h~ anld by !the o~ration of ~e ~oly Spirit 
.Dearly did they. pay for their IOIIJg years of disobedience and wlthm him, he,wIl~ f'mally ,be dehvered from every trace of 
· apostasy. Sin.is always costly. .' . sin. The. u~gocIy :man, alone i~' !his' sin withom this ali-

K
. . -Zed k· .' '. '.' pow~rful aaslstantce, must deal With a ·holy God. Sin is l'e8i, 

• I~ e Ian 1}ad rehed for safety uopon the strong iforti- God IS holy and must puniS'h sin. 
fl'Cations of. the -cIty, but ;the enemy Ibroke throug1b aU :bar- . 1''' 

riers: In .tih!l batt!e against sin 'and IS~tanJ, many :trust too . - •• • 
confidently In theIr own supposed' strength: and resources. Daily Bible Readings 
· ~8:2f;~:.c;s~1\~ead to ruin, defeat and dis~ter.(Deut. Sept.' 24---The 'Bab~i~nians_ to . Return: ... ,' ..... : .......... J~. 87:1-10 

'lllie tking fled in secret along a :patthway fI;~ :fJhe plain 'Of the Sept. 2~The City to,be BUrned ................... : ........ Jer. 38:1-18 
Jordan, but he was eaptured ,by the enemy 'and. taken ,before . Sept. 26-Judah to be Despoiled ............. : .................. ·Jer." 44:1-10 
King NebuC'hadnezzar at RilbIBlb. The council condemned him ·Sept. '27-The 'Prophet to Ibe Saved .... .1 ....... , ...... Jer. 46:24-28 
'!.6r what they tel11led -r~llion and perjury (2 ·Chron. 36:13; .. ,Sept. 28-Balbylonto be Judged' ... ~ ............................ Jer 51':1-16 
Ezek..l?:11-21.), and'. ~rdmg .to the thought" that a blind· Sept' • 29:....cIosilJlg 'WOrdis 'Of JeremI·ah: . Jer ·51'59-64 -
man 'IS IncaJpalble_ ()f ·rul'i'ntg, ibis eyes were put o.ut (Judg. 16:.' S 30 m' . •.. .................. . . 
21). Thus, he enltered Babylon without seeing it, even as apt. -The T~ pIe and'the Prie'stS .................. Jer. 52:1'1-30 
Ezekiel had foreidd (Jer. 3:2~5; Ezek:. 12:1:2. 18). zedek!iali 
'had refused ·to humlble lhimself !before Jeremiah !the prop'het, 
who spoke the wO'J'!ls of the Lord (2 Chl'OD. SiJ:12, IS,' 21; 
Jer. 25:9-12; 29:1(); 38:14-23~. '. To. 1"ejeet the word of the 

· ~'Ord' as' 'spoke~ 'flb,rough HiS-proPhets is the same as reject
mg the Lord HImself '(\Matt. 10:14, 40; JOIM 13:~0). 

~ - -. 
II. 'J:he Land of Judah Despoiled:.veries 12-16. 

A/bo"'"t 8 'Years der ithe capture of. Jerusalem, which took 
'I!l-aee in 1586 B.c., Nelbuclladltezzar sent the c@lPtain of his 

.{ 

Suggested HymDS 
, , -

Amazi~g-gra.ce! how sweet 4lhe sound! 
Loid Jesus, I long to be perfectly whOle. 
Life at besf' is very brief: . 
The '\Y'ho~e world was lost ~ the darkness of sin., 
Oome, every soullby sin opopresst.· 
Wdll y'Our antcfuor ~old ? 

'( 
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Comfort for Christians, 
- 261 pages -' 14 me~sages -I~den with it in: 

, " 

,OTHE'R LITTLE SHIPS 
~ 

/ I • 

, Dr .. T. T. SHIELDS 
Her.e is a sample of 'its c~ntents: 

"A mother was standing duDib with grief,beside a Hade coffin in which her only'child lay-cold 
in death. Her friends cam~ in and they brought flowers and piled them around the casket in a 
well·meant effort to disguise death. But it was still deathl (I remeIJl.ber myself standing, in a similar 
case, beside the fomiof a lit~e boy. His mother stood with 'iDe - ~nd I expect she,is listenirig-in 
as I speak ibis ,evening. 'She laid her' hand upon his cold littl~ hand, and said, 'Pastor, that is death'. 
I had 'nothing to say.) Many friends came in, ,and they brought their £low~rs. Others ~ame and told 
'her she should not weep; that ~fter all God' ha4 taken-her darling child home, and 'that she must be 
resigned. She Jistened to it' all, but made no response, and was uncODiforted! Then a little woman 
camel'in and stood, with'her fQr a long ~time in silence. Presen,tly she put her a;rms gently andJov· 
ingly around the stricken, mother - she was an ,intimate friend -' and· she said, .'Mary, in a drawer 

. at home 1 have tW6 pairs of little shoes, and the Ht tle feet that used to wear them are walking the 
.golden streets to.day'. That was',alll But the str~cken mother seemed to shade her eyesiVith her hand 
as s~e looked ou~ over the raging waters, until she, saw ~at there ~ere other Hule ships at sea. There 
was a bond.of sr..mpathy between her and ~other suffering soul, and she was "comforted". 

,Another gem: 
. "~t was asked at Bethany, 'Could not ,this man, which opened the eyes of-the blind, have caused 

that e.ven this man should not have died?' Have you ever asked that question, Could He not have 
dqne otherwise? Why did He wait? Why was.,He so long in coming? Had they kn,own 'it, He was even' -' 
then upng this ~uman clay which men called Lazarus to open the eyes of the blind. 'I am 'glad for 
your 'sakes that I was not tb.e~, to the intent that ye may believe. 1 am glad th'at 1 was abseilt that 

. I might give Lazarus time to die.' Think of ftl 'To the intent ye may believe.' In principle He 
says, ,'The most iinportaht thing iIi the' universe . ..:is that you should believe. The essential thing is 
that there should be some fixed centre;, that there should be So.meone Who froin everlasting to ever-

\,.., lasting is the same. There can be no peace;' there can be riol'rest;· ~ere can be ;no order; there can 
be no good, unless there be 'Someone Who can be believed. :'-1' am dealing with you, if you only 
knew it, so that you may believe. 1. am'leading yo'u step by st«;p, from one experience to another; that 
1 may bring you to the pl~ce where you can believe Me for everyth,ing.' And when yoU come to the 
place where you can believe God absolutely, you will be in hemien/" " I ' 

, .... ' 

$.mJ' tflJJJJJ "loA JIUA' . J~ 'DI, '§DDD. 1.hinqA 
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Dear Sirs: 
. ~ / , ' 
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