. cal dimensions.

<
\

The Lovehest Chapter in ‘the Blble—p. 3
“For Ever with the Lord”—p. 7 _

News from the Churches—p 6

“Prepare. Thy Work Without”—p. 13 -

Gﬂhe (léusqwl

lﬂ_mfeztant Ahnm‘ate -

Authorized as Second Class. Mail. Post Office Department, Ottawa

W@ itness

—_—
’

Vol. 35, No. 22

130 Gerrard st. E., TORONTO, SEPTEMBER '13th, 1956

Whole Number 1700

_.,SChdd.}o‘f-fhe Prophe’rs\". )

ORONTO . BAPTIST SEMINARY ‘on Monday, Sep-
tember 24, will commence its 28th year of training
Christian Young People for more effective service. This
school is by no means just provinecial, for students con-
tinue to come from various parts of the globe.

To give the readers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS a better
insight into this missiohary enterprise let us introduce
you to some of our 8 students.. N

Thé head boy comes from ‘Wales. His former service
in the Welsh Guards will suggest something of his phys1
Those who have heard Mr. Reed preach”
will know what a fiery,message he can dehver

"Another senior student and one who is me'tlculous in
all-‘his studies is Mr. Pourret, whose home is in Nlmes,
. France, and who -represents the French Bxble stswn in
our midst.

Then #there is Mr. Dencha of Ethiopia who, in a qulet
and unassuming way, prepares hlmself for future service

“ in his own land.

-England is well represented by two students, "Messrs.
Davics and Tyson, but Ireland will have the best repre-
sentation numerically at Registration, with Messrs. Mc-
Combe, Stewart, and: Valleley.

Of course the parent church of our "school is also to

send us students, so Miss Margaret Eddy and Mr. Edwin ™

- Fry will wrestle with the studies in our halls, Jarvis
Street Baptist Church has been the agency, under God,
which has prov1ded a large portion of the finaneial sup-
port of the school in its history. Thus it is fitting that
more of its members should beneflt from fSemmary in-
struetion.

Among the freshman _this year will be Messrs Game. .
lin, Thomas, Dalton and ‘Green, and -a speclal note may -
be added about these.

Mr. Gamelin comes to' us from Montreal with a very
mterestmg testimony. Earlier in his life he spent five
years in the Roman (Catholic Seminary in Valleyfield,
"Quebec, and two years as a lay brother in a monastery
attached to the congregation of Oblates. Since'that time
Brother Gamelin has been soundly converted and -learned

that salvation “is of faith, that it might be by grace.” .

He has a burning interest in the perishing souls of his
fellow French Canedians. . \

\

e

Mr. Thomas is commg from Oakland, California, whete
he has been a student at Weéstern Baptist Bible Co]lege

“Mr. Dalton comes to us from Sydney, Australia, to’
which country he emigrated from England five years ago.
If a, personal word may be allowed, I should like fo remark
that in this student’s enrolment we have another refer-
ence back to the glorious. fellowship of some ‘Christians
serving in the Royal Navy, during and after the recent
World War. Rev. B. R. Oatley-Willis, a graduate  of
Toronto Baptist Seminary and now pastor of Bethany
Baptist ‘Church, Harriston, in earlier days led this, writér
to ‘the Lord, while serving aboard HMIS, Indomitable.
_Mpr.. Oatley-Wllhs was also a factor in the conversion of
Able Seaman Dalton, in.leading him to Rev, Norman
Days Gospel Mission in Portsmouth, England. Mr. Day
is'now pastor at The Fundamental Baptist Church, Fort
William. So the faithful witness of a pasf decade is still
bearing fruit.

Mr. Green of New Zealand has already had experience
in the Lord’s work, in helpmg contact untouched Aborlg-
inal tribes in Australia and in Gh1ld Evangehsm in the
same country.

Other students must no't be offended at the failure of
recognition. Perhaps it is the old maxim again being
demonstrated that: “A prophet is not without honour,
save in his own country” !

,Should any prospective students still be seeking Divine
Guidance in the matter of their theological training, we
would .suggest that they send a request by special de-
livery, for. our prospectus. Registration of students is
on Monday, September 24 at 2.30. pm. At this time we
plan to enter one of the finest years in the history of the
Seminary. Prospective students note that here we have
~a school justified by an Alumni serving the Lord faith-
" fully. in,the four corners of the earth. Note secondly that
here we have a school soundly evangelical and yet one
delivered ' from the anti-intellectualism of some Bible
Schools. Note thirdly that here we have a Baptist School
We believe that those destined for the Baptist Ministr
. should not ‘receive ‘their formal theological training from
inter-denominational or undenominational schools,. but™
from institutions where Baptlstlc distinctives are clearly
set forth We do this, not in any narrow sectarian splrlt
but with the conviction that the Baptlst position is the

‘ *
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. - may tremble to think.

“ ‘but the propagation, of the gospel:
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- nearest approXimation to the New Testament pattern.’
-~  We'would remind our readers of the Seminary’s great
need for prayer, for advertising -by its friends, and for

gifts and bequests. In recent years it.has. cost the insti- B

tution. $2 000.00 to train one student for one year. Here is.
‘a real mission cause worthy of your support.”
G ApaMS, Registrar
7
\ . [}

- . -

THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET

~ Alarge number gathered for prayer on ‘Saturday eve-
- ning and the presence of the Lord was manifest, as
~earnestly -the people. sought His face. -After this fihe
preparatxon, the! blessmgs of Sunday were not unexpected

The visiting preacher for the day was. Mr. Norman

Porter, member -of Parhament for-Northern Ireland. As -

Mi. Porter is a faithful dnd fearless leader. of the evan-
gelical testimony in the Bitish Isles, he gpoke from experl-
»  ence when he delivered a powerful sermon in the mormng

con the subJect “Why ‘Contend for the Faith?”.In the eve- |’
"He

ning his message was, one of inspiration for all.
preached on the a’ll-lmportant truth of the text: “Neither’
.is there salvation in any other: for there is none other

_ name given among men, wheéfFeby we must be saved.” |

° While exposing thh forceful argument and apt. illustra-

) tion the false view of salvatlon/ -bylworks -or by the
medlatlon of the Vlrgm Mary, as "set forth in the Rofén
Cathollc system, Mr. Porter gave a gracious Gospel
nv1tatlon appealmg especlally to Roman Cathollcs

< LNy — A

THE BIBLE

Within the two boards of t'he poor mans Bible is a
greater wealth of happmess, of honor of pleasure; of true
‘peace, than Australia hides in the gold of all her mines.

> That, for example, could not buy the pardon of any of
the thousand cnmmals of a country, which, . weary .of
their crimes, once cast on her distant shores but here

is what satisfies a Justlce stricter than man’s and pro-;

. cures, the forgiveness of sins of whlch the stoutest heart

’ —GUTHRIE

. 7
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REMEMBER THE SEMINARY IN YOUR WILL

We suggest that our friends should - remember .
Toronto Baptist Semmary in their wills. The proper
“form for, this is:” "l give, devise ‘and . bequea'lh

* the sum.of .____ o _______.! to Toronto Baptist _- [

"Seminary, 337 Jarvis Sireet, ‘Toronto 2, Canada, ,
_ associated with Jarvis St. Baptist Church"' We'
-~ are laying foundations for, the future, and we -are

de'l'ermmed to ‘make it as |mposs|b|e as it is within -
human power: to do, thaf; not one dollar given t6
Toronto Bap'hsi' Seminary shall be used for anything
No- amount
. would' be*too-large, and cer‘l'amly no amount would
“* be too small. ‘We earnestly solicit the gifts of those |
-who belleve in ministerial and mlsslonary education.

7 LU

, J . .- [ B A}
-
Publighed eve'ry 'mmrsda for the .propagation od the:
Evangelical les oct the Protestant - Reformation

“"us, you say ‘such. things just-to alarm us.”
[, sider myself an unfaithful servant if 1'did not so warn.”
. . you.
. “hands- if I did not so warn you.
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PATIENCE WITH CHILDREN ', =

In planting beans the old. practlce was to“putt three in
each hill: one for the worm, one for the crow, and one
" to live and produce the erdp. .In teachmg children, we ~
"must .give line upon line, and precept upon precept, re-

peating the truth which we would mculcate, til it be-

-comes impossible for the childto forget it. -We may well’ ;
give the lesson once, expecting the child’s frall memory -

_September'13, 1956

to lose it, twice reckoning that the devil; like an 1l bird . ]

will steal it, thrice, hoping that.it will take' root down- -

ward, and bring forth fruit upward 'to’the glory of God.
- . | _—SPURGEON |

. THE CROWNING DAY OF RECKONING
‘The, word of God teachesus plainly that ‘bhere is future
retrlbutlon, if it does not ‘teach that it does not teach-
-anything, If ‘it tells ud about’ the glory of heaven, and

the mansions that Christ has gone to prepare, it 'tells us -

S

also about the~torments of hell; it {ells’ about -the rich

. mah hftmg up his face in_forment and crying for water

Now some pecple say, “Oh, you are just trymg to .scare
’ I.would con-

The blood. of .your soul would be required at my
Christ - says, “How shall
you' escape the damnation of hell?”. No one spoke of the
Judgment as Christ did; none knew it as well as he.

\ . o © —Moopy

-

The fire in our heart should melt the lead in our feet.
' —R. G. LEE
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~One who was greater, and .who said to her:

]
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The Lovellest Chapter in the Blble o

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T Shlelds o~ R

Preac'hed in Massey Hall, Toronto Sunday Mormng, April 3rd 1938
" (Stenographmally Reported)

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, beheve also in me.

_/

: . “In my Father’s house are many mansmns, if it were not so, I would ha.ve told

e you. I go to prepare a place for you.

“And if I go and prepare -a place for you, 'I’ wﬂl ‘come aga‘m,

- S thefre ye' may be also "—John 14 1-3.

S

THINK it would not be an exaggeration. to say that
~this chapter is at least one of the loveliést chapters

- in 'the Bible. \It is familiar. ground to most of us. We

come to jtastoa well-worn path. —

There is always danger in our assummg famlllamty
with the Word of the Infinite. "There is.always danger”
of our takmg for granted that .we know what a certain

' ,Scrlpture means;; ‘thatt -we know all. that it can teach us.

The womsén at t'he well of Samaria said to the Stranger,
whom she.met there: “Art thou greater than our father

" Jacob; which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself,

and his children, and his -cattle?” |She was speaking fto
“Whosoever

drinketh of this water shall thirst agam -but whosoever

“drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never

thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in

“'him a well of-water springing up finto everlasting life.”

Our Lord, Himself, is the SubJect of the Book, and ‘every
word .of it is as an ever:springing well, whose freshness
and fullness ,abide; to which we come again and again.
Do not avoxd the well ‘worn passages of Séripture, nor
assume for a moment that those Scriptures with which

- you are most famlhar can now safely be laid aside. =~

I shall not try to say anythmg new, but merely remind
you of a few things which we all know; arid if we are

:reminded of them, and appropriate them, they will "be-

come mcreasmgly precious to our souls _
Our Lord Jesus entered into sympathetic relationship

. with all to whom He ministered. He is described as a

High Priest whg is touched ‘““with the feeling of our in-
firmities”. He was, Himsélf, “a man of sorrows,’and ac-

..quainted with grief.” - He knew that all of women born
- are ewposed and subject, to trouble of one sort or another.

There is not 2 man or a’ woman ‘here this mormng who
has not had his or her share; and even the children have
had their share of-trouble: :already. Surely it is a world

. of trouble! One would be hard put to it to discover a

spot-on this old earth fo-day to which one could fly with

.any assurance that he would escape the universal distress.

Therefore, the Book that recognizes that trouble is -a
part of ouf lives, and that comes to minister to us in our,
trouble, is a Book which none of us can afford to'ignore:

“Man is born unto trouble, as the.sparks fly upward.”

A K
\ . N
- . , - .

Pt .
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‘multiply the troubles of their fellows.

-say anything about it.

. for some weeks.” “No;.

that wjere I am,
’ )

. . . ~

I know that there are people who endeavour tq persuade ’
themselves that trouble may be evaded by its denial, and
so-they endeavour to ignore it, and to say that all trouble
is an illusion of thé mortal mind, and that what we
ought to do is to force ourselves to smlle .and to persuade
ourselves that there is no trouble in the world. { have
never been ableito do-it. And I do not think you have
been able to do it. There may ‘be some here this morning
who, temporarily at least. enjoy a singular immunity —
if 80, I congratulate you — but the majority of us,\I ex-
pect, are finding that life has its hard places. It is full
of difficulties, beset with problems.. In other words, we
are full of troubles; we cannot wholly escape them:
troubles sometimes occaswned by the externals of hfe,
troubles that are due to‘our circumstances, Lioubles some-

times due to our frlends There are people who seém bent) -
" upon making trouble, as though there were not. trouhle .

enough in this.old World They seek to add to it, and to
Perhaps you.
know some of them. There may be some mother.here this
mor-ning, and most of tthe members of her family "co-
operate ‘in family affairs. But perhaps ‘one member —
perhaps a husband, per'haps some- rebellious child —
makes mother-to say, “Oh, if if were not for that one
great difficulty, I could get on; but it is dlways present
with me!” ‘The world is' full o‘f it — trouble in your
family; trouble in business; trouble in the circle of
your immediate acquaintances. There are troubles 'and
troublers, circumstances and people who give us no end
of occasion for worry, That is not a new thing.

Per'haps some of you will say, “Well, I did notlwant to
I try to keep-ithese thmgs to
myself, and to look pleasant. But after all, I am. glad the
Pastor recognizes that we have our burdens to bear, and
our troubles to face.” Oh, yes; my dear friends; and
sometimes it gets into~our bodies: You cannot be quite so
happy when you have a toothache, or a headache, as you
can when you are physically well. Most of us enjoy toler-
ably good health. - You have heard of the woman who met.
her Rector, and he said to*her, “Well, Mrs. So-and-So, I
am sorry, but we have not seen your husband at church
he just does not feel like going
to church.” “Well,” sa1d the Rector ‘“has he been caught
by this new ‘Ism’ that i is going the rounds?’ He referred
to some new religious cult that was besetting some peéo-
ple. “No,” she said, “It is not exactly that.” Then he,
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. hatred therewith.” But oh,
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named a number of other ‘Isms’ that were afflicting peo-
ple. “No,” said the simple soul, “it is far.worse than-
that.” “Well, what is it?” “It is Rheumatism”! It is, how-
ever, true that “we that are in this tabernacle do groan,
being burdened.” There are some people who do not do
much . else than groan, and some who may groan quite
Justly — they have so many aches and pams But that
is not the only kind of trouble, though that is bad enough.
Do you remember a man who went into the presence of
a great king, and he said: “Now,I had not been before-
time sad in his presence. . Wherefore the king said unto'
me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick?
This i is nothing else but sorrow of heart.” -

Oh if we could keep our troubles out of our hearts,
they would be endurable! But when they get into the

" .heart, and it is real heart trouble, real sorrow of heart,

then indeed the sun does go out of the sky, and we have
trouble indeed. N \

“That is the kind of trouble perhaps Someone here has

~ this morning. Someone would say, “Pastor, I do not care

about physical ills. I go about my work even when I do
not ‘feel like it, and I am not se troubled about my cir-
cumstances. I understand what the wisé man said: ‘Better
is a.dinner of herbs where love is, than.a stalled ox and
} I have so much trouble of
heart that I cannot rise a-bove it?” |

b 1L,

Well, those 6f you who are troubled. hear the voice of
the One who knew more about trouble than you have
ever known, or ever shall know., He says there is a cure

- for heart trouble, and He bids us not allow our hearts to
. be troubléd. Are you equal to that? “Let not your heart ,

‘

be troubled”. Is there any way by which we can banish

" trouble from our hearts, or lock lour hearts agams’t it?

Can we so keep our hearts with all diligence, knowing

that out of them-are the issues of life, that trouble, real
trouble, /shall never find entrance there? Yes; there is .

a cure for heart trouble. What is it? Said«this Man of
Nazareth: “Ye believe in God, believe also in me.” \And

if. you learn to believe in Him, .as you may believe, and |

ought to believe, it will cure even heart trouble. It will
banish it from your heart. It will be garrisoned by “the
peace of God; which passeth all understaiiding.” Fiith
is a curé for heart trouble. What sort of faith? He said:

“Ye believe in God.” He. spoke to people, who believed
in God: not in a god, not in one of many gods, but in
the God of Abrahdam, Isaac and Jacob, the God of heaven
and earth, the Maker of heaven and earth,’and all that
is therein: *Ye believe in God.” Somebody says, “I do
believe in such a God. I believe that somehow at some
time this world, and all 6ther worlds were made by divine
power. I believe in God, but I do not know Him. T-do not
know who ‘He is. He is a remote Personality, of whom®
I can form no conceptlon There are people who say,

- “Yes, I believe in God in;that senseé, an Infinite Power,

an Infinite Wisdom, some Thing, ‘some Body, by whose
will all things that dre, came into being. But I do not
know who He is,” Some of you believe in King George.'
Al of you believe in him, I trust. I do. Thank God for

Jhim! But some of you have. never seen him. You say, “I

believe there is such a person. I know there is such a
person, and I know -where 'he lives.” But even if you
were to go to London, you might find it very difficuilt,
perhaps impossible, to get into his- presence, and really
ad(/iress him,and as‘l\( any favour at his hand.

\ , . .
o/

vealed in Jesus.

~ : . ' !
Thus do people believe in God — as ‘Someone apart
frqm themselves. But sald the Lord Jesus: “Ye believe
in God, believe also in me.” What He meant to say was:

JThe: God whom you do not know, of whose existence you .

have heard, in whosé reality you believe, but whom you
have never seén-— that God I Am.”

You remember how the Apostle Paul went to Athens,
the city of Grecian learning and culture, and he addressed
a number of the philosophers there, and said to them:
“As I passed by, and beheld your devotions; I found- an
altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Whom 'therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare 1
unto you.” While we have not a full report of his address,
I am sure that Paul in\ declaring the unknown God, de-
clared that He was none other than Jesus Himself.

That is a trulsm a mere commonp]ace but I wish, dear
friends, that we could leain to conceive of ‘God, to picture
Him to our own~imaginations, in terms of His self-dis-
closure in the Person of Jesus Christ, and all that I be-
lieve of God who made the earth and the heavens, ‘the
content of that faith, that faith in its entirety, I trans-
fer to, and repose in, the Person of Jesus Christ. I re-
member that this God is Jesus. Now I know who He is,

-and I know what He is like, and I can understand His

language ‘for He spedks out of human experience, and

“out of a full experience of allhuman trouble.

I have told you of the llttle girl who came 10 her father
with a broken dolly, while hé was busy readmg his news-
paper. She calme crying to him, and he in Ris pre-
occupation said, “Run to your mother”. So she left the
important man in his easy chalr, with his hewspaper,
and she ran to her mother saying daddy did not care.
She had told daddy that her dolly was broken, and “Daddy .
did- not ‘care!” "““Oh,” said mother, “Daddy cares, but
he is a’Very busy man, and you must not ifiterrupt h1m »
“I.know,” she sobbed, ‘but he might have said, ‘OR!’ "
What a foolish father, to allow that little girl to think -
of him as being shut. out of her life, or t6 imagine that
any care or trouble which she ‘might have, did not pene-
trate his spirit!

Not so doe_s,our gracious God treat us when we come to
Him with our troubles. It may be a very little thing, but
He cares, and He -will listen to you when you cry. The
mothers cameé ‘with their littla children to Jesus. A
mother with a babe in her arms, a potential joy and a
potential trouble too, came to Jesus. "Mothers had heard
‘Him-speak, and I suppose, motherlike, they :thoug'ht, ‘Ah
I just wish He would take this little darling of mine into
His arms! I should like to feel that He had held it in
His arms!” And when they came His dlscrples said, “Do
not bother the Master. You cafthot come near Him. He
is too busy.” And Jesus heard them, and over the heads -
of the disciples He said to the mother: “Comé a]ong
And to the disciples He said, “Don* you do that again.
Suffer llttle chxldren, and forbid them not, to come unto
me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” When you
mothers, have trouble with the children, when they are
sick,, and even when they are naughty, and when ‘they are
a real anxiety to you, remefber that in the days of His
flesh, there were mothers with troubled hedrts, who put
their children into the arms of God, and He took them
up in His arms, and blessed them, and said, “I am always

. ready to receive them. Suffer the little children to come

to Me.”
That is the sort of God we have, the God ’ohat is re-
And we can touch Him; “we can- come

-~
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.-v'vhere .He is; we can addreés Him. We cdan receive from
,Him all that we need, forgiveness of sin, and all that will
- follow after. It is all in the gift of Him, whose hands.”

were _wounded, and we may come to Him: “Ye believe in
God, believe also in me. And as you really know Me,
for what- I am, you will not be ttroubled.”

Sometimes people come to me with their troubles, and
sometimes they have paid me the compliment of saying,
“Well, Pastor, I feel better now that I have talked with
you, apd I know you will do the best you can.” Yes; the
best we can! We cannot do everything, but He whom we

are commanded to trust, will do the best He can, and’

His best, though it involve the creation of a new world

. —that would be possible, when He does His best.

Oh, let us believe Him, and go home from this place
this mornmg saying. “My Saviour, my Friend, my Helper,
my Comforter my Compamon, to whom I talk évery day,
is God. I have seen Him in Je§us Christ. He came from
a Far Country, and He told a wonderful story.” I have
heard people tell\won'derful storles when they were away
from home, of the wonderful thmgs they had at home.

T II1. ' )

. How many people have been deceived in 'this country
by some gentleman of pleasant address, who has palmed
himself off as the heir of some vast estalte, #he son of a
nobleman, or of some rich man! And on the strength of
his profession he “has played upon the sympathies of
people and won their- confidence, and defrauded them.
But here was One, very humble, who had but one robe.
and who had not where to lay His head. He said, in

- . effect, “I anm the Son of Someone who is veryv rich, and

in the country from which I come My -Father has a great
house, and in that house there are many mansions.” There
is a proverbial =phr-ase which is sometimes used to describe
rich men,. that “a man is rich beyond the dreams of
avarice”, so rich that you cannot count his riches. But
let me tell you that the One in-whom ye believe is all
that: When Eliezer came to Rebekah, he said, “I,have
come representing ‘my master's son, and my master is
very rich. He has silver, and gold, and cattle, and sheep.
and menservan-ts and maidservants. My master is very
rich, and unto Isaac hath.he given all that he had.” Ch,
that is true of Jesus! He has been appointed “Heir of all
things,” and in His Father’s house are “many mansgions”.

A great house, with room for everybody! So said the Lord

Jesus. ~

"And then He said: “If it wére not so, I would have told_.
you.” Have you ever tried-to imagine what heaven is like?

Have you ever dreamed about another world than this?
Poor Clarence Darrow said, “There is not .any other
world. There is nothinlg beyond death at all.” You and
I do not believe that. Sometimes in our trouble we have
tried #o_imagine what it“would be like in. Austria to-day.
Poor Austria! People by the hundred, by the thousand,
according to reports, men and women of prominence have
committed suicide: They have ended life. They said, “Bet-
ter to die than to live under this 'tyrant Hltler ” And I
am not surprised. -

IV. .

Bat oh, sometimes dear friends, our troubles have been
almost more than we can bear. You have said, “Oh, that
I had wings like a dove, that I could fly away from it
ali!?” But you would not know where to fly. And so we
have dreamed of something, beyond the grave. And have
we exaggerated? No! We may learn -something from the

- A ’ . \

-

~

‘ready for her.

-been doing?” “Yes. It was hard to wait.
impatient, often tempted to send’ for you earlier,,-but I

silences of Scripture. Jesus said, “If it were not so, I
would have told you. .If there were not many mansions,
if there were not. another world, if this instinctive im-
mortality which is in you by divine implantation, which
makes men dream of something better —— if if were not
80, I would have told you.” T would not have allowed you

.341) 5

to be se’lf_-deluded. I go to prepare a place for you.” And -’

tthat.is what He has gone for. That is why Jesus is not
here,-visible to our eyes: He has gone to prepare a place
for you. s

‘T heard Russell Conwell in one of his lectures, say that
he did not believe there could be any prouder moment in
any man’s life than when having set his heart upon some-
one, he had used his utmost powers to- prepare.a place
to receive that someone. I remember a man I met in the
West once. I saw.him ih church, and he looked a forlorn
creature. T said after to him. “What was the matter with
you? You looked so gloomy in church.” He said, “I have
been in this we;}tern city now for I do mnot know_how
long, and T cannot find emp‘loyment I said, “You are in
the wrong place. I shall write fo seme people in your be-
half.” T did so, and secured a good position for him. He
got back- to ‘the city where I lived, before I did. And in
a very little while he went right” to the top of
the establishment. He had somebodv across the sea. One
day he came to me and said, “She is coming out. Would
it be all right for us to be married in your home?” T

said. ““Certainly.” Then I asked him if he had everythmp:
He saidy “Yes; I have the house all fur-
nished. and I have not said a word to her about it.”. I
said to him, “Bring her here; and I shall marry you, and

-then you can tell her your secret.” She came in due time,

and he brought her to me. I made her acquaintance, and
they were married. We had dinner together in my home.
Then he said, “Now I am going to take you somewhere.”
Motor cars were not common, in those days. But the
house he had was not very far away from where T lived,

~

and they got ready and went out. My wife and T watched _

them from the window. He was a fine big fellow, and
he was the proudest man in the country. She did not
know where she was going, but in due course he took her
to a house, and took out a key and opened the door and
they walked in. She said after, “I wondered where I was
going.” She asked whose house they were in. “Ours, my
dear. This is our house.” “And this is.what you have
I was often

did not want you to come until it was all ready.”
Oh, the divine Bmdegroom did better than that!

has gone to prepare a place for us through the rent vell
of His flesh. He opened a door.into the Father's pres-
ence. ‘The key to that shut door was His cross. He pre-
pared a place of infinite and everlasting felicity, and then
He said: “If I go and prepare a place for you, T will come
again; that where I am, there ye ay be also.”

Are you interested in many mansions? I am. We were

at the graveside yesterday. We laid away the body of .

a dear brother in the Lord. It will not seem like Jarvis
Street without him about. I have known him for twenty-
five years. He has gone to be with Christ, and you and I
may have to go pretty soon. None of us knows. But
what a blessing to know that this Helper of-troubled
people\ s here now, to live with us here, and then to re-
ceive ushereafter, that we may dwell with Him for ever.

I have .been talking out of my own heart. I am glad,
whether you are or not.. I am happy in the assurance
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3 . that T can read my title clear to mansions m the skies.
. . It is an old:fashioned doctrine, but I rather think. ‘that
in a little while there will be many folks who will begin

to ‘think of mansions in the sky, if this-old world goes -

on as it is going.

Are you ready?’ Do you ‘believe in. lChnst? Are your sins.

washed away? Are you a child of God, and-an heir of'

‘ glory? Have you Someone to stand by you all the time? _
Then you ought to be happy this mornmg

Let us abandon trouble, and put our trus't in the.Lord
Jesus Christ. Twet us ask Him to help us: \ .

\

|

1 . . ‘0 Lord, we thank Thee for suoh a Saviour. .Help us,
| who love Thee, to trust Thee more. Bless us every one
| w1th Thy il salvatlon, for Thy names sake, Amen.

.

frzw ]/wm the chum

~ MITC.HELL SQUARE .\

p' Pastor Ivan Stewart arrlved from Ireland early in the
. * summer, and while waltmg for the Seminary Classes to
‘ -commence, has taken charge of the work{ at Mitchell
‘ Square.  He reports as follows: -- . N

. o “It has been my privilege. since co\mmg fresh and green -

- from Ireland to minister to the people of Mltchell Square
Baptist Church during these summer months. ‘They have,

, been tolerant with my mistakes, they have been sympa-
thetlc with my sermons,, they have encouraged and en-
lightened my every endeavour. We have laughed and
criéd together:
_ed themselves to my heart and made me feel completely

" .at home. Na'turally, as an Irishman 1 have found differ-
ences. of tempérament, outlook and method. Where these

\  have been ifportant I have learned to adapt myself, and’
80 we have been teac’hmg one ‘another. Although there
were these differences'in conditions, there was something

. which I found had not varied, whlch was not different

-

from what I had- been accustomed that is, the basic un- -

"N changmg central. message of the Bl‘ble,\ +that Christ died
- for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He-was
. buried and rose again the third day, and is now seated
_ at God’s hand, alive for evermore to make intercession for
us. Tt may be clothed in new though't-forms and ideas,
Jbut Wherever -thé gospel is preached it makes brothers
the world over.

"“So it is with joy that Ican report steadlly increasing
numbers gathermg for our morning and evening worship.
The praver service, espec1ally, has been a dehght with
. happy thankful prayers-arising spon‘taneously in an at-
© - ) .mosphere to which one and all have contributed for our,
- Better- understanding of iGod’s word. Tt has been an in-
’ spiration to‘see our farmer friends, who aré so necessar-__
\113;, busy. w1th~'harvest1ng, respondmg so gallantly in an

effort to be present.’
- “Then the children’s meetings on Fridays in w‘h1ch we
have spent mdny a jolly hour, puzzling our brains over
quizzes, exploring the Bible and listening. to stories: We
feel ‘sure that thesé young lives are being efririched for
future days, and- that,many will come to know God in a
personal way through ‘Christ. Throug‘h our ‘Sunday
School and Bible Class of which Mr. A.-H. Shelswell and
Mr. Robinson are ‘devoted leaders, many young people are

in short and altogether they have endear- -'

- ~ " [ P
“During 'the month of August it was an exciting and’
stimulating “adventure for me-to conduct the mid-week
gospel broadeast for Pastor R.'D. Guthrie, Bethel Bap-
tists Church, Orillia. This was a new experience for me,
but I'was glad of the opportumty and, I trust, made full
use of it. That it has paid off is best illustrated by the
deepened interest of outsiders in the Square Church,
manifested by their appearance at the services.

“General visitation work has, brought me many new
friends and enal)led me to 'demonstrate how practxcal the
Bible is in meetirig the deepedt needs and aspirations of -
meén and women, and how mtlmately God is interested in

Speakmg with a young man in hoespital-who had been
'1nJ ured in an accident, I was thrilled by the way he drank
in, as though hearmg it for the first time, the message
of God’s love anid redemption in. Christ. It gave him
- something to depend upon, something to sustain h1m dur-
ing the weary weeks of confinement.

“In conelusion I should llke to thank all who gave of -
their time and talents o vary our services and make them
more mterestmg, all who gave'mé hospitality, and all'who

- contributed in any way to make my work easier-and my
stay more pleasurable. You have all been promoting the
“kingdom of God upon earth. For the present_I can but
echo with the Psalthist, ‘The Lérd hath ‘done great things
for us whereof we are glad,” and for the future with Paul,

. We pray that our~God . . . will fulfll all the good
pleasure of . his g'oodness and rl;he work of faith with
power: that the name of our Lord Jesus «Christ may be
glorified in you and ye in Him .according to-the grace
of qur God and the Lord J esus Christ’ ”

v ]

OWEN SOUND !

*-Pastor Reginald Brown writes as follows:

" “The work here in Owen Sound has been progréssing .

under the hand of the Lord most favorably. In the past

four months two fine young couples have professed faith -

in Jesus Christ, and since 'the1r conversion have mani- ~

-fested a marked growth in - the grace and know]edge of
the.Saviour. g

“One Sunday when brother, Tarr was with us for a week'
of, Special Meetings we had the Joy of 'baptmng six, on
profession of -their faith in Christ. . We are also making
plans for another week of 'Speclal Meetings during the
month of November We trust that this little- accoun't

of our work here: in Owen Sound will serve to show that.. °

your prayers on our behalf have not been in vain.”
. |

’

LIKE HIDDEN GOLD

~'The truths of the Bible are like gold in the soil, Whole
generatxons walk over it, and know not what treasures .
- are_hidden ‘beneath. 'So centuries of men pass over ‘the

‘ Scriptures, and know not what riches lie under the feet

of their interpretation. '‘Sometimes when ‘they discover
them, they call {fiem riew truths. One mxght as w’ 11 call
gold, newly dug, new gold. : .

The Bi’ble, without a sp1r1tua1 life to mterpret it, is
like a trellis ori which no vine grows — bare, angular-and
in the way. The Bible with a spir_’it-ua]_life; is like a
trellis covered with a luxuriant. vine — beautiful, odorous, -
and héavy with purple clusters shmmg through the .°

, being reached w1th the good news of ;}od’s savmg grace /eaves.—BEECHER.

¢
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FOR EVER WITH THE LORD

A Sermon by C. H Spurgeon

HE apostle was confined in the guard-room of the
Praetorium.. It is very probable that he had a soldier
chained to his right hand, and another to his left, and

_it is very possible that this pos1’tlon suggested to him the

expression, “I am in a strait betwixt two.” He was liter-

ally held by two forces, and hé was mentally in the same-

condition, exercised with two strong desires, influenced
by two master passions, and he did not know to which
he should yield. He says, “Between the two.I am in
perplexity,” or, as some render_ it~“I am straitened by
the pressure of the two things. % Picture yourself sitting
in a gloomy dungeon, a captive in thé hands of the cruel

! tyrant Nero, and under-the supervision‘of the mfamous

praefect Tlgellmus, the most detestable of all Nero’s’sat-"
ellites. Conceive yourself as expecting soon 'to be taken

“To be with Chiist; which is far better.”

Delivered on Sunday morning, October 12, 1878, at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington -

—'Ph-ilippians 1:23 .

he weighsxl't? He says, to depart and to be with Christ
is, in itself considered, far better, he therefore desires it;
but looking round upon the numeyous churches which he
had .formed, which in their feebleness and exposure to

many perlls nkeded his care, he says, on the other hand,'

“To abide-in the flesh is more needful for you.” -He holds
the balance with unquivering hand and the scales quietly
vibrate in eth-brlum one-rises and then the other,
gently swaying -h1s heart by turns.
blessed strait betwixt two, and he .does mot say that he
knew mot which of two things to avoid, or which to
deprecate, but his mind was in such a condltxon that
either to live or to die seened equally dealrable, and he

says, “What I shall choose I wl;vot not.” It is a poor-choice,
to choose to live in a dungeon, and an equally poor busi-"

out to death — perhaps to such’a horrible death as the, -ness, as men ‘judge it, to choose to die, but the apostle

refined cruelty of the monster had often devised — as,

‘for instance, to be smeared over with bituminous matter

and burned in-the despot’s garden,.to,adorn a ,hohday
Whatwould be your feelm% 82 If you were not a Chris-
I should expect you to trembie with the féar of
death, and even if you were a rbellever, I should not mar-
vel if the flesh shrunk from the prospect. Paul was an
utter stranger to  any feeling” of ‘the kind. He had not
the slightest dread of martyrdom. He calls his expected

“death a departure, a loosing of ‘the_cable which holds his

ship to the shore, and a putting forth upon the main
ocean. So far from béing afraid to die, he.stands fully

” prepared, he waits patiently, and even anticipates joy-

-had been the case of some one else.

‘fully the hour when his change shall come. On the other

hand, I can teadily imagine that amidst the miseries of
a wretched prison, subject to frequent insults from a
rude soldiery, you’/thight be seized with a desire to escape
from life. Good men have felt the power of that feeling.
Eluah said, “Let me die: I. am no better-than iy fath-
ers.” Job sighed to be hidden in the grave, and oftent

.times under far less afflictions than those which vexed

the -apostle, -good men have said,- “Would God this life
were at an end, and these miseries over; I am a-weary;
I am a-weary; when will death release me?” T see noth-
ing of that feeling in the apostle; he is not restive under
the chain; there is not a trace of impatience about himn.
He admlts, and joyfully admits it, that to be with Christ
is far bert!(:er butt. upon consideration he sees reasons for
his remaining here, and therefore he cheerfully subml'ts
to whatever-may be the Lord’s will. He does not choose.
his mind is so wrapt up with God, and free from self,
that he cannot choose. “What a blessed state of heart to.

- be in! One might be willing to wear Paul’s chain on the

wrist to enjoy Paul’s liberty. of mind. He is-a freeman
whom the Lord makes free, and such a man Nero himself
cannot enslave. He may confine him .in the military
prison, but his soul walks at liberty through the earth,
yea, and climbs among the stars..Paul, instead of being
either weary of life or'afraid of death; sits down and
coolly considers his own case, as ccalmly indeed as if it,
Do you observe how

{ o o .

‘could not bé persuaded to countenance it.
do or say that which he- did not fully beliéve to be right. -

man of well-balanced reason.

regards both of them as choice things, so choxce that
he does not know which to select. He deliberates as coolly

- and calmly as if he were not at all concerned .about it:

and. indeed it is fair to say he was not at all concerned

about it, he was moved by a highéer concern “than any °

which. had to do with himself; for his main oerect was
the glory of-God. He desired the glory of God when he
wished to be with Christ, he desired the same when he
was w1llmg to remam with Chrlst’s people, and to labour
on.

His mmd, as we have seen, hung in_an equilibrium be-
tween two things, but -he is clear enough upon one mat.
ter,  namely. that -considering his own interests only, it
would greatly increase his happiness to- depart and to be
with Christ. . He had said the same before, when he: de-
clared that, “To die is gain.” Herhad no 'doubt that to
be loosed from the body and suffered to fly away to
Jesus, would.be a great boon to him. OFf that assurance
we will now speak. .

A
L ,
_The first thing to which I shall call your attention is

Yol

THE APOSTLE'S CERTAINTY CONCERNING‘THE DISEMBODIED

STATE:—“Having a desire -to depart, and to “he with
Christ ; which 1s far better.” Now, the apostle was an
emjnently fconsclentlous man. At the time when he was
a Jewish ‘teacher, whatever else ‘he might not be, he was
. very conscientious — he verily thought that he did God
service in persecuting the Christians; and throughout the
whole of his subsequent career, in every incident.of his
history we mark him as pre-eminently a man_guided by
tonscience. If he believed a thing to be right, he attended
to it; and if anything struck him as being wrong, he
He would not

and true. It is a grand thing to meet with a witness of
this order, for his testimony can be relied on. What
such a man affirms ‘we may be quite certain is, ,correct.
so far as he knows. P

And withal, the apostle was emmen'tly cool. He was a
T should think that logic

~
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é’reatly‘preponderated amongst his faculties._ John has'
a warm and glowing heart, and_one does not wonder that
he is rather a warm lover of Jesus than a systematic un-
folder of doctrine; Peter ig impulsive, and when he writes
he writes with force, but it, is not the force of reasoning.
Paul is calm, collected; you never find him excited be-

yond the bounds of reason. He is as orderly, correct, and
argumentatlve as a Grecian-sage. He is enthusiastic.to
a white heat, but withal he still holds ‘himself well in
hand.. The courses of his 1mag1na'tlon can outstrip the
wind,but he always holds the reins with a strong hand,
and knows how' to turn them, or to make 'them stand
still at his pleasure.
testimony of a man who is both’ conscientious to tell what
he believes’ 10 be true, and calm and loglcal to form_ a
clear Judgment- as to what is really fact. - -

Now this man, Paul, was convmced‘ that there iIs a
future state for behevers, he was quite sure about it, and
he believed it to be a future conscious state, which com-
menced the moment they died, and was ,=beyond measure
full of 'b,Lessedness He did not believe ‘in purgatorial
fnes through which believers’ souls must pass; much less
did he believe the modern and detestable heresy which
some have broached, that like the body the soul of the
saint dies until the resurrection; but he was wont to
speak of beine “absent from the body and present with
the Lord.” and here he speaks about departing not to
slren or to lie in the cold shade of oblivion till the trum-
net shou'd arouse him. but.to depart and immediately. to
he with. Christ. which is far better. What had made this

» verVy conscientious and very collected man come to this-

conclusion? I sum\bse ‘he would have replied- first, that

he had been converted by a sight of the Lord J esus Christ.’

On the road to Damascus. while desperately se’c against
the rehtnon of Jesus, the Lord himself had appeared: to

him. so that he had seen Jesus with his own~ eyes, and had .

heard him speak. About that sight and sound he had
no question: he was sure that he had seen the Lord Jesus
and“heard his voice.” He was so certain of ‘this that he
was led to sive up his position in society, which. was a

‘very e'evated one. to lose his repute, which he greaflv

valued, to he reiected-by his countrymen whom he loved
with more than ordinary patriotism, and-to run continual
risk of death for the sake of the truth.to which he was
a witness. He was content to be made the offscouring of
all thines for the love of that once despised Saviour who,

" out of the windows of heaven, had looked down upon him

in mercy. Now, he was quite sure that Jesus Christ

came from somewhere, and went back to some place or -

other. 'He felt sure that there must be a place where the
man Jesus Christ dwelt, afid he felt quite certain that
wherever that might be it would be a- place of happiness
and glory. Recollecting the prayer of the Lord Jesus.
which John had recorded, “Father, I will that they also
whom thou hast given me be with me where I am, that
they may behold my glory,” he was quite certain that
as soon as saints died they would be where their glorious

, Lord Jesus was, and would share his honours. -

Remember. also, that this ]udlcmus and truthful w1t-

ness tells us that he had on other occasions distinet evi- -

dence of the disembodied state. He informs us that he was
caught up into the third heaven, and there heard things
which it was not lawful for a man to utter. He observes
that he does not understand how he went there, but of
the fact-he is quite sure. His body" was here on earth
still alive, and yet his spirit was caught away into heaven;

L -

- [ /
[ /

~

. often tried to untie that knot.

It is a great thing 'to receive the.

N

_ the question'with him-was, whether he was in the body -
or out of the body, and I dare say his'metaphysical mind
His soul must have re-.
mained in the body to keep the body alive, and .if 86, how
could it go up to heaven? And yet into heaven he was
quite clear that he had entered. At last the apostle came
to the conclusion 'that whether in the body or out of the
body he could not tell; but God knew. This, however, he
‘was sure of, that he had been caught up into paradise, or
the third heaven, and therefore there was a paradlse he
had heard words which it was not possible for him to
utter, therefore there was a .place where glorious words
were to be heard, and glorious words to be said; and he
wag quite Jure, not merely as a matter of belief, but as
a matter of observation; that ‘there was a place info which
disembodied splrlts go, where they are with Jesus, their
Lord, which is far better. . It is clear that it would not’
\be far better for a saint to die and sleep till the resur-
rection than it would be to work on here.. It would be
evidently by far a better thing for saints to continué in’
life till Christ came, than to lie dormant in oblivion;-yet
he says it is far better for them to’ depart, and the ground
of his Judgment lies in the fact that there is a place of
real happiness, of intense joy, where it is far better for
the disembodied spirit to be than for it to remain here
sin the ‘body. About this Paul expressed no sort of doubt.
There was such.a state; it was a state of great joy, so .
that even to him who was one of the greatest apostles,
the most useful of the saints, and the most honoured- with
his Master’s blessing — even to ‘him to depart and to be
with Christ, would be far better.

I want you also to notice that he does not’ express any
sort of doubt about his own entrance into a state of
felicity as soon ag ‘he should depart. He does not say,
as I am afraid some here would have done, “It would-be
far better, certainly, -for me. to die.if T were sure'I
shiould then be with Christ.” Oh, no; he had risen above
such hesitation. Dear brethren, it is a wretc'hed state
to be in to be saying. “If would be sweet for me to de-
part if, indeed, these glories were for me.” He had got
beyond all doubt as to whether eternal bliss' would be his;
he was sure of that, and why are we not sure, too? Why
do we hesitate where he gpoke so confidently? Had Paul
something to ground his “confidence upon which we have
not? Do you suppose that Paul reckoned he-should be
saved because of his abundant labours, his earnest min-
istry, and his gieat successes? Far from it; know ye not
what he himself said, “God forbid-that I.should glory
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”? As for any-
thing that he had ever done, he declared that he trusted
to be found in Christ, not havmg his own rlghteousness
which was of the law, but the righteousness which is of
God by faith. Now, where ‘Paul built we build, if we
build aright; our hope is "founded upon the rlglhteousness. _
of Christ, upon the grace of God, upon.the promise of
our heavenly Father. Well, I dare to say it, he, the
chief of the apostles, had‘not a solitary grain of advan-
tage over any one of us’ as to the basis and essence of
his hope. Mercy, grace, atoning blood, the precious prom-
ise; these alone he built on, for other foundation can no -
man lay. - If Paul ‘was sure of eternal bliss, I would be
sure of it too; nay, I am; are you, beloved? Are you
equally as sure of being w1th Christ as Paul was? You
should be, for you havé the same reason for ceftainty
as the apostle had, if indeed'you are believing in the Lord
Jesus. 'God is not a God ofl‘ perhapses,.and ifs, and buts,

’ . . I's P
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but he is a Gozi of shalls and wills, of faithful truth and
everlasting . verities.
‘condemned.” “There is, therefore, now no coridemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus.” “He that believeth and
is baptized, shall be saved.” “Who shall lay anything to
-the charge of “—what? Paul, the apostle?" No, but “of
God’s elect”? Of all of them, of any one of them whom
‘you shall please to select, however humble, however ob-
scure; they are all safe in Jesus. He is made sin for
us that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him, and we may, each one of us, cry, “I know whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed to him until that ‘day.” So
much, then, coricerning the apostle’s certainty as to the

disembodied state, its happiness, and his own posses\smn .

of it before long.

v
. II. L
It is very interesting to notice THE APOSTLE’S IDEA OF
THAT STATE. He says, “To be with Christ.”
sided idea, and it is almost a one-worded description of
it. -“To be with Christ.” I have no doubt Paul had as
.enlarged ideas as to what the state of disembodied spirits
would be as the most intelligent and best read Christian
that evér lived. I have no doubt he would have said, “Yes,
there is fellowship among the saints: we shall sit down
with Abralam, and Isaac, and Jacob in the --king'dom of
heaven: it will be. certainly as.true in heaven as it is on
earth that we have fellowship one with another.” I have
no doubt, he believed that heaveh was a place of a far
clearer knowledge than any we possess below: he said so
once — “Here I know in part, but -there shall I know

" even as I am known.” Some Christians have entertained

the idea that they- shall gaze upon the various works of
God in distant parts of his universe, and enjoy infinite
happiness in beholding the manifold wisdom of God —
very possible, and if it will conduce to their happiness =
very probable. Perhaps Paul believed all that, but we
do not know whether he did or not.
that he gives us only one idea. He was a man of great
mind and much information, but here he gives us only
one idea — for my part, one that perfectly satisfies me,
and I think one which charms and fills to overflowing
_the heart of every believer. He describes the disembodied
state as “to be with Christ”. A very exclusive idea! No,

a very inclusive idea — ,for it takes in all the heaven -

which the largest mind can conceive. It-.does seem to
omit a -great many things, but,I dare say Paul felt that
t'hey were such trifles-that it did" not matter about forget-
ting them:.

-~ Being with Christ is so great a thing that he men-

tioned it “alone. I think he did this first, because his

love was so concentrated upon Christ that he could think-
of nothing else.in-connection- with- going away to heaven..

There is a wife here, perhaps and her husband has accept-
ed an appointment in India. He has been long away, and
the years of his forced absence have been weary to lLer.
She has had loving messages from him and kind letters,
but often has she sighed, and her heart has looked out
of the windows towards the east, yearning for his return;

but now she has' received a letter entreating her to go-

out to her husband, and without hesitation she has re-
solved to go. Now, if you ask her what she is going-to
India for, the réply will be, “I am going to my husband.”
But she has a brother there. Yes, she will see him, but
she does not tell you that; her great thought is that,she
is going to her husband. She has many old friends and

~

“He that believeth on him is not

It is a one-.

Here it is plain -

companions there, but she is not drawn to the far-off
land by desire for their company; she crosses the sea for
the sake of her beloved. But her husband has a hand-
some estate there, and he is wealthy, and has a well-

furnished housé and many .servants. Yes, but she never ,

says, “I am going out to see my husband’s home,” or any-
r(;hmg of that kind. She ig going™to her husband. That
is the al]-absorbmg object. There may be other induce-
ments to make the voyage but to be with her beloved is
the master object of her journey. 'She is going to the
man she loves with all her soul, and she is longing for
the country, whatever that country may be, because he
is there. " It is so with the Christian, only enhanced in
a tenfold degree. He does not say, “I am going to the
songs of angels; andr to the everlasting chorales of the
sanctified,” but, “I am going to be with Jesus.” Tt would

- argue-unchastity to Christ if that were not the._first and

highest thought. To come back to the figure — and it is
one which Christ himself would approve of, for he con-
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tinually uses ‘ithe metaphor of marriage in relation to him- -

self and the soul — if that woman did regard .as the first
thing in that journey out to the East, the sight of some
other person, or the mere enjoyment_of wealth and pos-
sessions, it would argue that she had little love to her
husband, that she was not such a wife as she ought to
be, And if it could be so that the Christian should have
some higher thought than béing with Christ, or some
other desire worth mentioning i the same day with it.
it would look as if he had not presented himself as a
chaste virgin to Christ, to be his and his alone. T see,

therefore, why Paul calls the disembodied state a being )

with Christ, because lis love was all with his Lord.
And, no doubt, there was this further reason amongst
.others — he was persuaded -that heaven could not be

heaven if Christ was not there. Oh, to think of heaven -

without Christ! It is the same thing as thinking of hell.
Heaven without Christ! It is day without the sun; exist-
ing without life, feasting without food, seeing w1thout
light. Tt mvolves a contradiction in terms. Heaven with-
out Christ! Absurd. It is the sea without water, the earth
without its fields, the heavens without their stars. There
cannot be heaven without Christ. He is the sum total
of bliss; the fountain from which heaven ﬂows, the ele-
ment of which heaven is composed. Christ is heaven and
heaven.is Christ. “You shall change the words and mak?
no difference in the sense. To be where Jesus is is the
highest imaginable bliss. and bliss away from Jesus is
inconceivable to the child of God. If you weré invited

_to a marriage feast, and you were yourself to be the
" bride, and yet the bridegroom were not there — do. not

tell me about feasting. In vain they rmg the™ bells til
the church tower rocks and reels, in vain the ¢ dishes smoke
and the red wine sparkles, in vain the guests shout and
make merry: if the bride looks around her and sees no

bridegroom, the damtles mock her sorrow and the merri- *

ment insults hér misery.” Such would a Ghnstless theaven
be to the saints. If you céuld gather togethér all con:
ceivable joys, and Christ: were absent, there. would be no
heaven to his beloved ones. Hence it is that heaven is
-to be where Christ is.
. To dwell with Christ, to feel his love,
Is the full heaven enjoyed above;
And the sweet expectation now,
. Is the young dawn of heaven below.

. And, beloved; just to be with Christ is heaven — that
bare thing. Excuse my using such words; I only want

»
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to make the sense the stronger. That bare thing, just
to be with Christ is all the heaven a bellever wants. The
ang‘els may be there or not, as they will, and the golden
. crownd-and, harps present or absent as may be, but if.
I am to be where Jesus is, T-will find angel§ in his eyes;
and crowns in- every lock of his hair; to_me the golden -
streets shall be my feHowship with him, and the harpings
-of the harpers shall be the sound of his.voice. Only to be
o _ near him, to be with him — this is .all we want. Tle
- apostle does not say, “to be in heaven, which is far bet-
. ter:” no, but, “to be .with Christ; which is.far better,” :
and he.,adds no description; he leaves the thoughts just’
. ag they are, in all their majestic simplicity. “To be with .
S Christ; which is far better.” - - -
But what'is it to be with Christ, beloved? In some sense
“we are with Christ. now, for he ¢omes to us. We are no
- strangers to him. Even while we are in this body we
have.communion with Jesus; and yet it must be true that
a higher fellowship is to come, for the apostle says, that
_'while we are present in the body we are absent from the
.. Lord. There is a sense in which, so long ‘as .we are here,
we are absent from the Lord; and one great saint used %o
. say upon his birthday that he had been so many years
in banishment from the Lord: to abide in this lowland
country, so far from the dvory palaces, is a\bamshment
at the very best. All that we can see of Christ here is
~ tthrough a glass darkly; face to face is true nearness to
him, and that we have not reached as yet.
. What will it be, then, to be with Chrlst? Excuse the if
o . Isay it will be, first of all, exactly. what'it says, namely,
'to be with. him. I must repeat ‘that word — it is heaven
only ‘to;b.e ‘with him. It is not merely what comes out of
. being_with him his'company itsélf is-heaven. Why, even’
- to have seen Jesus i in his flesh was a prlvﬂege -

“I think when I read th\at sweet 'story of ol'd,
When Jesus was here, among men, .
~ How he took Httle children like'lambs to his fold,
I should like to have been w1t‘h him then.
L
I wish that h1s hands had been placed on my head,
That his arms had been thrown around me,

And that T might have seen his kmd look when .

. he said,
‘Let the little ones come.unto me,

I thlnk I should have found a httle heaven in’ gazing on

that blessed form. But our text speaks of a different

sort of being with him, for there were people near him

" here.in body who were a long way off from him in spirit. -

- The text speaks of being with him in the spirit when the

. soul shall have shaken itself loose of the flesh and blood,

and left all its slough bhehind it, and gone rlg'ht away, to

bask in the glory of Jesus; to participate in the nature

of Jesus; and,.best of all, to'abide near to his person, w1th
‘the God-man Mediator, who is Lord-of all. : -

Still, there will flow out of that nearness the follow-

. ing things among many others. We.shall enjoy, first of

all, a clearer vision- of him. Oh, we have not seen him

/yet' Our views of him are too dim 'to be worth- calling

- sights. The eyes of faith have looked through a telescope

‘

—him, and not another, him for ourselves, and not an-
- other for us, oh, the.sight! Is ‘not the. *thought of it a
" burning coal of joy? The szlg’ht of his very flesh will charm'

us; his wounds still fresh, the dear memorials of his" ‘pas-

. \ ol -

‘. -~

and seen him at a distance,.and it has ben a ravishing.
- vision; but wheh the eyes of the.soul shall really see him.

sion still apparent. The perception of h'is'soul will also
dehght us, for our soul will cojymune with his soul and
this is the soul of communion. The sight.of his Godhead, *
.80 far as created spirit can see it, w111 also ravish us
with joy.

And then we shall have a brighter knowledge of him.

Here we know in part — we know ‘the names of his -

offlces, we know.what het has wrought, we know' what *
he is workmg for us; but there those offices will shine
in” their splendour, and we shall see all that he 'dld for
us_in its real weight and value we shall comprehend '
then the height and depth, fand know the love of Christ
whxch passeth knowledge, as ‘\;ve do ndt know it at rhhls

" Hour.

And with that will come ahmore 1nt1ma-te intercourse.

" Cur soul will lean her head on Jesus’ bosom, our heart

will get into his- heart _and'hi"de ‘herself in his wounds.
What must it be to speak to him as our soul will- speak
to h1m, as our spirit ndture will commune with his in-
most nature, his spirit speakmg to our spirits, without:
a veil between!y We-shall not*see him looking down from
the windows, but we ghall rest in his arms, in a far more -
intimate intercourse than any ;we-can enjoy this slde the
grave. To-day I she him through the grating of my prison-
windows, and my heart ‘is ready to leap out of my body;
what will it be when his left hand shall be under my
head, and hls right hand shall embrace me? :

And then, beloved when we shall be -with him 1t will
be unbroken fellowship. There will be no sin to blind our
eyes. to his charms, or to entlce us away from his love.
Blessed pe God; -there will be no Monday mornings to re- °
call us to the world, but our sacred Sabbath will last on
for, ever. Doubts, backslidings, ang spiritual .chills  will -

. then.be gone for ever. No more shall.we_cry, “Saw ye -

him whom my soul loveth?”. but we .shall hold him, and

‘never let him go. There will be no neéd even for the

spirit to fall asleep, and so suspend its joy; it will find

its true rest in constant communion with Jesus. Tt is
possible to live -in- fellowshlp with Jesus here always;
possible, but, oh, how few ever reach it! but there we .
shall .all have reached it, the very lowest amongst us, and t
we shall be with the Lord for ever. -°

And then we shdll have a s1ght of his glory and though

" 1 put this after a sight of hlmself yet, remember, our
~Lord thinks much of it.

He: prayed “Father, T will that .
they also whom- thou hast given me be with me ‘where ,
I am that they may behold my glory.” We have seen some- !
thing of his shame, and have been ‘partakers in the re-

proach that is poured upon his gespel; but we shall see / P
him ‘then with silver sandals ion the feet that once were'- —".
" -mired by the clay ‘of earth, and a erown of gold upon the

once 'thorn- plerced brow. We shall see him when his ]
hands shall gleam as with gold rings set with beryl, and
look no ‘more likera malefactors hand nalle'd to the cruel

- wood. Then shall we say— . '

4

- His body’s like br1ght 1vory‘ . N
‘With sapphires overlaid, o
Hls limbs like matble pillars — -

" In golden sockets stayed

Then looking on hls face we shall understand Solomon’s .

|

Song, when he said, “His countenance is as Lebanon, ex-  __

cellent as the cedars; his voice is. most sweet, yea, he is
altogether lovely.” One would wish to leap right away
out of this body to behold him in his glory

And then beloved we shall share in the glory too,'

- - N

-—
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-for his joy will be our joy, his honéur will be our honour.
Our spirits which wrestled hard here below, and had to
strive against a thousand“outward enemies, and inward

" doubts and fears, will then be all light,*and joysome, and
gladsome, full of the life .of God, and beaming with-

ecstatic ‘bliss. The Lord grant us to know this in due
. season, and so we shall if, indeed, we are believers in
So you see Paul’s one idea was that he should be
with Jesus; that was all; he:cared little for ailybhing else.

- TII.

Very brlefly, let us conslder THE APOSTLES ESTIMATE‘

OF THIS DISEMBODIED STATE. He says, “To be with Christ;
which i far better.” Now, the Greek has a trlple com.-
" parative. We would not say “far more better” in our

-‘language, but that would be a fair translation. We will

therefore read, “It'is far rather preferable,” or it is much
better to be with Christ away from the body, than it
would be to abide here.. Now, you must recollect that
Paul does not claim for the disembodied state that it is

the highest condition of a beliéver, or the ultimate crown .

of his hopes It is a state of perfectlon so far as it goes;
- the spirit is perfect but the entire manhood is not perfect
while the body -is left to moulder in the tomb. One half
of the saint is left behind in. the grave; corruption, earth,

"and Worse have seized upon it, and the grand concluding-

day of-our manifestation can only come when the re-
“demption of the body is fully achieved.” The fulness of

. our glory is.the resurrection, for then the body will be

united to our spirit, and perfected with it.” At present
the saints who are with/Jesus are .without their bodies,
and are pure spirits; their humanity, is in that respect”

" maimed; only half their manhood is with Jesus; yet even
for that half of the manhood to be with Christ is-far'

better than for the whole of their being to be here in
the best possible condition.’ Now, the apostle. does not

say, that to be with Christ is far better than to be here, '
and to be rich, young, healthy, strong, famous, great, or-

", learned: Paul never thinks of putting those petty things

3

-into contrast with being with Christ. He had got above

_all that. There was he sitting chained in the dungeon,

the poorest man in the emperor’s dominions, and often,
I 'have no doubt—for he was getting on to be “such an
oné as. Paul the aged,” and wrote particularly. about an
old cloak he had left at Troas — often he felt rheumatic
pains shooting through him’; and he did not find ‘this life
to have many attractions of wealth or ease, though he

might have had them if he had chosen them as his portion..

He had given them all up, and counted them as insignifi-

cant trifles, not to be mentioned at all, for Jesul! sake..
* He is not speaklng of the low joys of this world; he is far
"above such censiderations; but he does mean that to be.

with Christ is infinitely superior to all the joys of Chris-
. tians. -Anything that the most of*Christians know about
Christ and heavenly joys and heavenly things'is very poor
.compared with being ‘with Christ. But.he meant more
ithan that; he meant that the highest joys which the best

. ‘taught believer can here possess are inferior-to being
. with ‘Christ. For, let me say, Paul was no obscure be-

Hever; he was a leader among the followers_of Christ.
' Could he not say, “Thanks be unfo God, who always mak-
eth us- to ‘triumph inevery place”? He knew the graces

7 of the Holy 'Spirit, he had them abundantly; he was head

and shoulders above the ‘tallest .Christian here;- he had
the -highest .experience of any man out of heaven and
it was_that ‘which he contrasted with being ‘with Chrlst
and he said that. the most that we could get™here of

Y

, B 'S

., - s
heavenly things. was not to be compared with?being with

Christ. That was far, far, far better. And truly, breth-

ren, sb it is. . Thanks be to God for all the mercles of the
pilgrimage,-for all the dropping manna and the fol]owmg
stream; but oh, the .wilderness with all its manna, is
nothmg compared with the land that floweth with milk

" apd honey. Let the road be paved with mercy, if is not
80 sweet as the Father’s house of the many mansions to.

which it leads. It 15\ true that in the batitle our head is
covered the wings of angels oft'protect us,.and the Spirit

- of God himself nerves our arm to use the sword; but who

shall say that the victory s not better than the battle?
The warrior who has won-the most of victory will tell you
that the gladdest day will be when the sword rattles back
into the scabbard, and the victory is won for ever. Oh,
the wooing of Christ and the soul, this is very sweet? the
rapturous joys we have had in the love-making between
Christ and us, we would not exchange with emperors-and
kmgs, even if they offered us their crowns; but the mar-
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riage day will be better far, the glorious consummation o

of our soul’s highest desn'e, when we shall be with our
Wellbeloved where he is. Far better, said 'the apostle;
and he meant if; far better it is. ..

He did not gay — and I want you to notice this agam
— though he might have said it, “We shall be better in
_condition; no poverty there, no sickness there;” he did
not say, “We shall be better in character;” he might have

- said it: there will be.no sin, no depravity, no mflrmlty,

no temptation there. He did not say, “We- shall be bet-
ter in employment;” though surely it will be better to
Wait on the MasteF, close at his hand, than to be_here
amongst sinners and often amongst: cold-hearted saints.
He §id not say, “We shall have better .society there,”
though, truth to tell, it will be better to be with the.
perfect than with the imperfect. Neither did he say we
should see fairer sights there, though we shall see the
city that hath foundations of jasper, whose light is the
light of the Lamb’s own presence. But he did say, “To
be with Christ.” He summed it up there. The bare being .
with Christ would be far bebter And so it will be. Our
‘spmt longs for it.

Yet mark you, for all that e said he felt a pull the
other way. Herhad a twitch towards stopping on earth,
as well as a pull towards going to heaven, for he. said,
“To.abide in the flesh.is more needful for you.” How

* I love Paul for thinkihg of the churches here when. he had

got heaven before him. Anthony Fa'rindon says it is like
a poor beggar woman outside the door; and ‘she carries

a squalling child, and some one says, “You may come in -

and feast, biit you must leave the babe outside;” and she
is very hungry, and she wants the feast; but she does not
like to leave the babe, and so she is in a strait "betwixt
two. Or, he says again, it is like a wife who thas children
at ‘home, five or six little ones, and her husband is on a
journey, and suddqnly there comes a letter which says
+that he wants her, and.she must go to him, but she may
do as she thmks best. She desires to go to her husband;
but who will take care of the last little babe, and who
is to see-to all the rest? and so she is.in a strait betwixit
two. :She loves him and she loves them. 'So stood the
apos-tle and oh! it is*blessed to.think of a 'man having
such a love for Christ that for Christ’s sake he loves
poor souls well enough to be w1111ng to stop out of héaven
awhile. “Oh,” says he, “it is all gain for me to g6 to.
heaven; for me to dié is far better; yet there. are some

peor sinners who need to be called, some- poor tremb]mg .
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saints to be comforted, and I do not know which is the
best;” and the apostle stands puzzled; he doés not know
wh1ch it shall be. There we leave him.” May we get into
the same blessed embarrassment ourselves.

The last word shall be this. Concerning our beloved
friends gone from us, we do*not sorrow as those who are

~ without hope; what is more, we do not sorrow at all. If

we chance to sorrow, it is for ourselves, that we have
lost their present company, but as for them it is far bet-
" ter with them; and\if the lifting of our little finger could

* bring them back again, dear as they are to us, we would

-1 would not\believe_it.

not be so cruel as to subject thein again to the troubles
of ‘this-stormy-sea of life. They are safe landed. We will
go )bo them, we would not have them return to us.

Then, with regard to ourselves, if we have believed in

) Jesus ‘we are on our journey home, and all fear of death

is now annjhilated. You notice the apostle does not-say
anything at all about-death, he did not think /it worth
mentioning; in fact, there is no such'thing to a Christian.
I have heard of people being afraid of the pains-of death.
There are no pains of death: the pain is in life. Déath
is the end of pain. It is all over. Put the saddle on the
right horse. -Do6° not .blame death for what he does not
do, It is life that brings pain: death to the believer
ends all evil. Death is the gate of endless joy, and ‘shall
we'dread to enter there? No, blessed be God, we will not.

And this points us to the fountain of. bliss while we.
are here, for if heaven is to be with Christ, then the
nearer we get to Christ here, the more we shall partlcl-

-pate in that which makes the joy of heaven. If we want

to.taste heaven’s blessed dainties while here below, let

.. us-walk in unbroken fellowship with him — so we shall

get two heavens, a little heaven below, and a boundless
-heaven above, when our turn shall-come to go home, Oh,

I wish you were all on the way. to being ym;h ‘Christ. If \.

you do not go to be with Christ, where can. you go?
Answer that question, and go to Jesus now ‘by humble
faith, that afterwards.he -may say, “Come; ye-did come
on earth, now come again, ye blessed of my Father, in-

herit the kingdom prepared for you from before the :

foundation of the world." ..
- . . ' )
. HIS BLOOD MAKES ALL MEN BROTHERS
The blood of Jesus Christ makes all nations-akin. Then
look not for your relations in your own house or in your
own sphere. . Christ’s blood is stronger for relationship
than blood of father or mother. Look above you. AN there
_.are yours. ‘Go down to the bottom of society. All below

you' are judgment-day brothers; God's etermty is on

them and you alike. BEECHER

) .
’ /

- ' " ’ "
THE ONLY GOSPEL — THAT OF HIS BLOOD '

Be assured that any religion which makes light of the
blood is of its father, the devil. No matter how eloquent
_a man is, if he preaches against the blood he is doing the
‘devil’s work. Do not listen to him. Do not believe him.
If an angel from heaven should preach any other gospel,

pardon of our sins,” — that is the gospel that Paul
preached and Péter preached and that God has a’lways
honored in the salvation of men’s souls.

g~ —MoopY
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“Prepare Thy Work Wlthouf

Dr. T. T. Shlelds

OLUMES of wise counsel are often condensed into a
single sentence in the Proverbs of Solomon. -

A statesman, or a military commander, is never wise
to disregard the information supplied by Secret Service
agents. In the Book of Proverbs the wise man often
takes a reconnaissance flight over the enemy’s territory,
and then gives us information to his subtle devices, and
of his plans for our undoing; or he performs an autopsy
“on the career of one who has utterly failed, and points
out the réasons -for his failure.
a clear pHotograph of the road to success, and of the
- sign-posts pointing in‘that direction.

When the king of Syrla said to his sérvants, “Will ye
not show me which of us is for the king of Israel?” one

of his servants said, “None, my lord, O King: but Elisha, .

the prophet, that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel
" the words that thou speakest in thy-bedchamber.” Just
such a service as Elisha rendered the king of Israel, who
by taking Elisha’s advice “saved himself there, not once
nor twice”, the Proverbs of Solomon would render to_any
. one of us who would give heed to their wisdom.,

The proverb we have quoted at the head of this article
gives wise counseél for ug all: - .

‘The farmer must recognize that he gets his living from
the field. He is therefore admonished to give his first
attention to that which is indispensable to his sustenance.
. He is to prepare his work “without -and make it for for
(himself) in the field”.
cultivated his farm, ami made it prorfltably 'produc'twe,
he may then build his-house.

What lessons are wrapped up in these simple words!"

They counsel the man of affairs to put the interests of his
business before the comforts of his home—not merely
“business as usual”, but business first. He needs ma-
chinery for the farm, or for the favtory. He may require
enlargement. to take care of a growing business. When
his business becomes like a growing child, constantly

needing new shoes, new clothes, and more food, he must

“plough” his proflts back into his business. He will
provide himself wjth a more comfortable house by and
by. Undiscerning neighbours. will, perhaps, wonder -that
a man with such a prosperous busmess should restriet

himself to the plalnest of living, and the narrowest of-

quarters. What he is rea]ly\domg is carrying out the
principle of the proverb, preparmg _his “work without”,
making it fit for himself in the “field” and he leaves the
building of his house till “afterwards”.

The principle may be applied in many directions. For

example, it-means that the wise and conscientious person
will always put duty before pleasure. Every normal per.

son is subjett to certain moral obl'igations ; as, for ex-
- ample, to be regular and faithful in his daily occupation,

whatever it may be — it is his duty to be there, and to do
his best. Tt may be, however, that pleasure will eall in
another direction. It may be perfectly innocent and
harmless pleasure.. It may be good or better. But this
wise man will say, “Duty is best; and where duty calls,
or danger, I must never be wantmg there.” ‘Such an
one becomes strlct]y conscientious in the discharge of
his duty. He is not dverse to pleasure. He knows it is
legitfmate that he should have some relaxation, and find
mental and physical rest in some form of recreation; but
. he will insist that that must wait until duty is fully done.

Sometimes he gives_us

When thus he has thoroughly_

The principle applies to people in all walks of life. A
woman is a- housewife. _She is the mother of several

"children; but she is' endowed with an attractive person-

ality. People of all sorts find her socially desirable. and
if they are going to have a social gathering of any kind,
whether an afternoon tea, or an “evening party, they im-
mediately think of Mrs. Agreeable as the first of theu'
,guests.

In due course their invitation. reaches her. If she is
a faithful housewife, and a real mother, notwithstanding
the lure of the invitation, she subordinates all such con-
siderations to her primary duty to her house, and to her
children. Consistent with faithfulness, and thoroughness,
and dutifulness at home, she will be glad to go. But
where the ‘interests of the children are concerned, and
_even ‘her obhgatxon, perhaps, to her husband, if such

social demands conflict with what shewill regard as her '

primary dutx, she will politely say, “No.”

‘The children of such a woman will never be burned to
death in their beds, while their mother is at the movies.
Nor will they bé -wandering the streets, like neglected
waifs, Whlle she is attendmg a mlssmna.ry meeting, called
to provide'something for people in Africa. -~
1 The principle applies to ministers of the gospel, very

" especially: We knew a man who, in many .ways, was a

very good man. He was a country rpastor He had several
children. He kept a cow, and several pigs, and a 16t of
chickens. As the requirements of the children tade con-
siderable demands upon his wife, he did the family wash-
ing, and a-good many other 'thmgs By the time he had
looked after the cow, and the pigs, and the chickens, and
had done the family washing, and some other things, he
had no time left to visit his parishioners, and very little
time to prepare for his Sunday duties.

. Now his “field” was the work of the pastorate. The

work “without” was the work of shepherding his people, -

and being prepared to feed them on the Lord’s day. But

‘because he looked after his “house” first, the “field” was

soon grown over with weeds. The fences were down, and
the barns in ruins, metaphorically; and it became neces-
sary, therefore, for the people to find another occupant
for the “house”. Ministers need to study how much time
and thought and energy they can rightly -devote to their
personal affairs.

The principle may even apply to o minister's physq,ca,l
condition. Many a man, not feehng quite up to the mark,
drags himself off to his work in. the morning because
he must. He cannot afford to nurse a sore toe, or give
up when he has a.headache. Neither can the minister.
He has a duty to discharge toward his people, and taward\
all the interests of the church which sustains him; and
he must often preach when he does not feel like it, and
attend to other “work without” when he would, perhaps,
much rather be at home in an easy chair with a book.

The proverb means that whoever is wise will-rate the
value of personalPdiscipline above that of easy relaxation.
Everybody needs a “house”. It is not sinfil to furnish
it with a bed to sleep in,_or an easy chair to rest in, or
a dining room in which to eat; but the discipline which
comes from the practice of subordinating all these mat-
ters to the primary dutles of life, whatever they may be,
is the discipline that produces charaoter, stability, a sym-
metrically-balanced life; ‘and in the end, a man so dis-
ciplined will build a far better house than one who drifts
into a condition of laissez faire, whith leaves the “work
without”, and the ‘cultivation of the. field to look after
itself.

-
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.. 'HERO OF THE FLOOD a
) (Founded on Fact)\» IS

By Amelia O. Stott

McTamba hved in a .small v1llage built of mud huts,

N ‘on ‘the banks of an African lake which looked like an in-

land sea. “The surroundmg country was low Iying, and
when thé tropical rains came the lake often overflowed its-
_“banks and swept, everythmg away. Still the people clung
- to their-flimsy -huts though -their losses were so,great.
‘O'n a certain day each. year the people all turned out
“to watch 'a ‘canoe- race in which the boys of the villagé-

- took part, and the best and most skillful paddler was

rewardéd, and a feast given in his honor.

MecTamba was very good at paddling hlS oanoe, and he ).
‘could §wim like a fish. Unfortunately, on a certdin race ~.

~ day, he met with a terrible acc1dent A crocodlle cleverly
‘hidden in the tall reeds near the lakeside, attacked and
sank his canoe; and if the men on the bank had not suc-
.ceeded in making ‘ﬂl? crocodile drop its - prey, poor

McTamba would have perished. As 1t was, he was -badly 7

mauled and his legs alimost bitten off. .

“Call the witch doctot,” cried the men on the bank
and McTamba’s father was quite d1stracted by all the
shouting and excitement. "

. “T'ake him at once to the white man’s healing .place- at
Behml » gaid another, and having heard wonderful stories -

+ of marvelous cures. there, the father decided this was the

" best thing to do. McTamba was his only son, and he:
apparently was very serxously 1nJured so it seemed the
only hope of his life.

- What a terrible journey, of suffermg ‘1t was o 'the
dlstant hospital!, McTamba‘ was a very brave -boy, and
“he tried to stifle his cries 'and groans as they carried him
‘in a rough | hammock- through the dense .jungle- country. -

The ‘hospital was reached at last after fen days of trav. -

eling which caused the poor boy untéld agony.. Parched
with, fever, his"wounds p01soned w1th the filthy stuff
people had applied in their 1gnorance, the boy was in a
very bad ‘condition. - The mission doctor was one who
was seldom unsuccessful, for his faith in God and his skill
were' great, but now he felt that it would be o easy task
to'save McTamba’ s life.” )

Anxious weeks followed -before the boy began tp im-
. prove and take ‘interest in the things around him.
heard a lot in the hospital which astonished; him, for it
seemed too wonderful to be true.. How. could the grea't

. God -these whlte people worsh1pped love a poor little )
o African boy so as to die for his sins? Tndeed it was al-

most impossible to believe except that. McTamba ' was.
surprised-at the. lovmg-kmdness everyone received, “as if.
they belonged to some great African ch1e£ s family. °

“I mean to  worship the white mans “God w‘hen I come
home,” McTamba said to his fafher. -

“But, my son,”I have heard that the followers of th1s
Lord" Jesus must never flg‘ht with their enemies)™ and
they give up many of our customs:" Our people will not
. permit us to-do that without pensecutmg us and lburnmg
dorwn our hut.”

McTamba knew this to be a ,fact and he had always

' 'hoped to be a brave fighter and make others admire his

spirit. "And his father was honored as an exceptlonally
‘fearless- warrmr -

' them as outcasts.

He -

5 . - . 5
When at last McTamba‘-was able 40 go home he re-
solved - by .God’s thelp- to-be a ‘good soldier of tHe, Lord
Jesus,, although‘he knew the cost would not be l)gh't :
Very soon the village people were treating h1m and his.
family as if they were lepers, despising and’ shifining

Speak o McTamba, and as  time went on things went from

“bad to worse: The boy s résolve, however, did not- weaken,

and his father 'was §0° grateful to the white man for heal-

ing his only son and saving 'his life /that’ he did not

oppose McTamba but allowed him' to follow h1s new
faith.

September 13, 1956

The - other boys were forbidden to .

Of course it was very. dlfflcult to epdure the persecu- '

.tion of the villagers, but there' was nd other. place for
‘them to 'go, as his father would not leave his ancestral
property, even though-it consxsted only of a mud hut
and a garden plot. - -

About d year after McTamba’s retum home an abnormal
.rainy season caused the lake<to overflow.its banks in-
a flood of unusual ‘depth. _'A village across, the waters
was, “drowned” 'and the people sent out'a cry “for helpon -
their ‘African drums. ' The squalls of wihd were so tre-

s -

'mendous that, the lake was lashed into huge waves an'd ]

no canoe 6r boat could be launched.

. Suddenly McTamba said to his father “] will try to go
across with food: The Lord Jesus will protect me, and
if it be not His: w111 then I am not afraid to perish.”

- In vain-his father tried to digsuade him. McTamba was

determined, and the villagers, looked on, certain he was,

going to his death. “O Lord Jesus, help me ‘now,” he
cried.

if Thou dost enable me to get through. n

It seemed impossible that the canoe could sthy afloat R

and it was soon lost . to. v1ew"_ The hours passed slowly.
When McTamba had been gone long enough for the people
_to expect his return .they scanned the distance for a mght
of him. Suddenly his father'gave a great shout of joy.
. There was a whole fleet-of canoes coming toward them

had taken them food, and the women and children had
been willing ‘to be paddléd away, to safety.

“Tell us why. you Fisked your life to Ihelp us,” -they_

asked. Now the people in McTamba s own village, admir-
ing his great courage, were auddenly his friends again.

" “Tt was-all through the power of the Lord Jesus,” the
boy said. “If you will hear His word and believe in Him,
“you wil] be braver than éver before because He ean hear.

you and strengthen your spirit.”

Wllllng to hear and to receive the Chnstxan Gospel
' —-Sunday School Times

-

P

' SEMINARY OPENING, SEI_"I"EMBER.ﬂ

On Monday, 'Septemher 24th, the new Term of Toronto '

\Baptxst Seminary commences, with Faculty and Students
gathering together for a day of dedication dnd Christian
fellowship. - Reg1strat1on commences at 2.30 pm. -We

-.expect a fine enrollment of new students and returrlmg
students. It is not too late for others to make appl1catlon
1f. you feel called to the Baptist ministry or missionary

service, please communicate at.once with The Registrar, .

Toronto Baptlst Semmary, 337 Jarwhs Street, Toronto 2,
Canada )

And so the villages by that Afr1can lakesxde became”

“Perhaps our .people will believe in Thy porwer -

The people had been saved by McTambas courage. ' He, .
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Lesson 13

September 28, 1956

‘
invasion by the Ba‘bylonyams, as_predicted by the prophet,

‘mist be reported o th
"taken to the Lord in prayer (2 Kings 19:14-19).

These princes had .probably 6n previous éccasions observed ,

King Jehoiakim’s proud attitude toward the prophet of the
Lord and his message. Accordingly, before reporting ‘the

" Inatter to their sovereign, .they had hidden the seroll in one

of the' smaller rooms of.the palace. ~The king,. however, de-
manded that it-be.brought’ andl read aloud to him in its

>~ AN APO'STATE ATTEMPT TO DESTROY GOD’S WORD / entirety. He utterly rejected the message. - We must take

‘Lesson Text: Jeremiah 36:1-4, 20-26.

Golden Text: “The word of the Lord endureth for ever.”
.. —1 Peter 1:25.

" 'L "'The Word of God and the Inspired Prophet: vefes 1-4,
Most of the prophecies which -Jeremiah uttéred are con-

heed how we hear-the word of God (Mark 4:24; Luke 8: 18),

N\ for once it has been committed to us, we- must bear-‘bhe re-

sponsibility of its contents.

JPicture the scene in the royal winter audlence chra.m!ber
Before Jehoiakim the fire was burning iny the hearth, whlc'h
would be in the form of a vessel of brass contaihing
"¢harcoal. Jehudi, the king’s servant, would read three or

tained in_chapters 1-34, and the historical fulfilment of many_ four pages, unrolhng the next section. with one hand. Ordin-

of them may be found in’chapters 37-43. ‘As a preface to

‘thig "historical section Jeremiah records the incident of the -

roll, which emphasizes the mzfalhlbl.hty of the word of God.
. Jeremxah prophesied’during the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz,
Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah, the last kmgs of Judah
- (Jer. 1:1).. Of these ‘kings, Josxah/alone did that which
. wasrng[h.tm the sight of the Lord (2 Kings 22:1, 2; .23:25).
He was the only one of these kings who honouréd the pro ets
of the Lord ‘and who had respect :for the law of the Lord
(2 Kings 22:8-20). ' ‘Consequently, the fask of Jeremiah was
exceedingly- difficult while the other kings reigned, since he
was compelled io sound solemn wainings to sinful people who
were encouraged in their sins by the monarch in power. The
incident before.us is illustrative of the general attitude of
antagonism toward ithe word of ‘God in Jeremiah’s day, and

alas, in our own day as well.

The prophet was commanded to record the word of the
a8 given.unto him up to that time. Some ‘of the

grop'heexes had already been committed o writing (Jer. 30:2), -

ut- these and others were now to be Iw'ntben together "on
a roll for public proclamation.
\hmes were in the form of scrolls, made by fastening together
pieces of parchment, the name given to- the, prepared skins

of animals (Ezra 6:2; Ezek, 2:9; Zech. 6: 1) The seroll would’

be read by g'radually unrolhng it by mieans of two rollers,
one of which was at the lbegmmng and the other at the end
of the roll. Teachers of junior classes could easily make a
scroll of parper, using tWo rounded sticks and fastening the
paper to the sticks, one at each end. A portion of Seripture
could be copied on the paper to demonstrate the method of
reading. -In Jewish s g'nagogues the Old Tesltamenrt Law is
still read from scrolls, beautifully decorated.

The purpose of this collection of tprophemes was 'bhree-fold

(1) That all the people might hear once and for all the Lord’s
. .appraisal of their sin, and ‘His answer in.‘impending judg-
ment (Jer. 26:2-6; 27:1-11; 82:26-35). (2) That they rmgh
repent. The recital of 'I:helr sin should produce true repent-
ance (verse 7; Jer. 31:8, 18, 19; 33:8).(8) That through their
repentance the ‘Lord" uught have opportunity righteously to
forgive their sin (Jer, 31:31-84)..
__ These prophecies ‘of Jeremiah, as indeed all the books of
.~ Scripture, were written by divine “inspiration (2 Tim. 3:16).

The Holy Splnit inspired the prophet to rerhembe I'dperfectly

and to record accurately all the words of th (verses
6, 11, 18; ‘John 14:26; 16:13; 2 Pet. 1 19-21) Baruch, the”
devoted scribe i(Jer. 32: 12- 16 43:8, 45: -1, 2), acted as
secre and amanuensis, 'wntmg' 'what was. dhetated to h]m
-(verse 18; Rom. 16:22; 1 Pet. 5: 12). ‘&

II. The Word of God and the,Incensed King: verses 20-26.

‘Owing ' to the fact that Jeremiah was in prison (Jer. 32:2;
85:1), and hence nof at liberty to read the secroll to the
péople of ‘Judah assémbled for the feast, Baruch was com-
missioned to perform this. task ‘(verses 6-10), The reading
had an immediate effect in'that it_stirred Micaiah, one of
the princes, and.through his testimony the rest of the princes
insisted thiat Baruch read the scroll in their hearing. Their
iriterest seemed tto be genuine, and found
. question regarding the actual writing of the roll, and their
- concern for the safety of the author a,nd of his secretary
(verses 11-19).

But-the nobles were intent upon | the polliluoal aspects of the
prophecy, rather than upon its spiritual content.  -Although
they showed some fear, o:E 'God, to their minds the threat of
. D . e

Books in Old. Testament "

‘arily, the reader. would roll’ the finished portion with his
other hand, but the rebellious, stubborn ‘and impious king
_cut it off with his penknife and threw it info the blazing
“fire. 'Then several more sections would be read and then they,
too, would be severed and burned. Thus the whole scroll was
destroyed; piece by piece.™ The contemptuous words ‘of the
king -(verse~29) ‘matched his contemptuous deed. Most. of
the king’s attendants looked on in silence, but three of the
‘princes, influenced probably by Micaiah (verse 12, 2b), inter-

‘ceded. Although .their protest seemed. to be meffeotual they ..

had cleared’ their own, consciences. We may mot be .able to
keep back the flood of iniquity, but we must do all in our

power to keep the tide from ‘coming into our own lives and .

the-lives of those for' whom we are responsible.

The king performed' -this impious deed without fear and.
without shame. He was stirred o unrighteous anger and
thought to get rid -of the unwelcome* message by destroying
the instrument (Luke 4:28, 29; Acts_7:54-59). ’.I.'lus is ever
the practme of unbelieving sco:fi'ers A

As King Jehoiakim cut in' pieces the sacred record so do
the modernists of our day attempt,to to rob men of the word of
God, saying that the Bible is not i;he word of God, but that
it contams the word of God, and. they themselves -are the
judges as to what portions are inspired and profitable. We
,must withdraw from all such leaders who dwhonour the Son
‘of God (1 John 4:1; 2 John 9-11).

Nor was Jehoxa.klm tlie last to burn coples of the word of
God. This Has-been done on many occasions in.history. In
April, 1942, THE GOSPEL WITNESS published a report of
a commumqué from the late -Cardinal Villeneuve of Quebec
containing ‘these, words: “They will recall that this sort of
literature- (the New  Testament) can. neither be read, kept,
nor given fo others in good conscience, and that the best
t}ung to do if weé afe insulted by havmg these writings sent
tous is to throw them in the fire.” .

" Such treatment of the word of God will not .pment its

fulfilment, for it is living and eternal (Psa. 119 :89; . Madtt.
5:18; 24:85; John 12:48; 1 Pet. 1:25). . .

* The king not merely déspised the word of God but he also

desired to dishonour:the prophet who had been the' human

llré's%u)men't “for conveying that word (2 Chron. 36:16; John

 The 1mpendmg' Judg-ment was not stopped by the unbeliev-

ing. mofiarch’s foolish action, but rather intensified, so far -

as he and his family were concerned. None of his seed would"
succeed. him on the throne (verse 80). He had successors,
but not of his posterity except his son_Jeconiah or (Coniah,

" whose brief reign -of three months is counted as nothing (2
Chron. 36:9; Jer, 22:30), The prophecy of death with dis-
honour for Jeconiah-was fulfilled when he was carried off

by--Nebuchadnezzar toward Babylon and died on the road d - )

@ 'Ghron 36:6; Jer. 22:18, 19)..
. 'Daily Bible Readings

expression in their- ‘Se t. 17—Jeremiah Rescued from His Enemies .. Jer. 38: 7-13

Sept 18—Baruch Comforted-for His Faithfulness ... Jer.

Sept. 19~How Love I Thy Law! ....... N Psa. 119: 97-112
- 7 Sept. 20—Josiah Loved the Law of God .......2 Kings 22:8-20

Sept. 21—Search the Seriptures ..................... N John 5:36-47

Sept. 22— The Christian and the Modernist.-.................. 2 John

Sept. 23—The Word of God and the Modermst win. 2 Tim, 8
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e king, whereag it should have, been

The Iiord providentially . hid Jeremmh and’ Baruch
~ from the e Wraf king. :
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DDN r MISS THIS OFFER! -~ .

The Prlﬂst the Wlman and the Ennfﬂssmnal

by FATHER CHARLES CHINIQUY _
" * (a 144 page book paper cover) _ -

~ 50¢ents o

\ o (RE,_GUI.AB PRICE - $1.00)

——~

© e-e e e Writien by a former Roman baiholic priesf

© ¢ ** Well documented with. quofahons “from Roman Cai'hohc
\ vmiors.

o s oo A starfling revelahon of fhe 4rue nafure of the
—_ Confossional ) . N

S/ |n order to glve ‘l'hls book the largest cnrculahon posslble. THE GOSPEL WITNESS now
offers it Yo you for only fi ffy cénts {regular price - $1.00). Help us to send this information

across‘the continent! Order a number and distribute them to friends. Put.thém in the hands
of ’rhose who are contemplating marrlage with Roman Cafhohcs T -

Smd'yam Oadm ]nz&u;' N

’ 130 Gerrard Street East,
. Toronto 2, Ontario.

Dear Sirs: - . .
~ Please find enclosed the sum of  J s for ... e COpi@S of “The'
. Priest, the Woman and the Confessional” af the special price of fifty cents per copy.

~ -
~
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