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AND THEIR PHENOMENAL PROGRES.S·, - . -:: - . 
, . 

JUST .oVER seventy-five years ago 'ttJhere 'was ~nillliatted\ 
18. rel:iJgi6U>s movement 'Wlhiich ib'as borne V'atr'iOl\ls naines 

-"the Bible Students", "RusseIlites" or "Jehovah's' Wit. 
nesses". In the intervening period' the teaching 'has 
spread until'.in 1955 there were 570:694 "ministers" 

. pre{lching this message in 158 countries. ,It is(little 
wonder that on'e American newspaper has designated the 
cult as "the fastest growing'religion in the world". , 

There is proba'bly no .reader of these words who has 
not personally been approached by the members of this 
cult or who has not ,seen copies of their magazines and 
P!lblications. Their message ·has beel). carried into" the 
remote ,places of this land and' to nearly every country 
on this planet. 'If one were to judge the divinity of any 
reHgion o~ the pasis of its 'success and expansion, then 
certainly the 'cult of Jehovah's Witnesses' would· be a 
serious contender for top hopours. , , 

, Expansion.in Canada' 
In Canada the Jehovah's Witnesses' have experienced a 

steady,growth so that whereas in 1918 there were none 
in Canada, the 1951 census revealed that they then num. 
bered 84,596. Just this year, a spacious and' costly Cana. 

, dian head'quarters, complete with a printing plant, was 
erected in Toronto. It is apparent that the organization 
feels that Canada- pre~ents 'a .promising miss'ion fiel!! and 
hence the coming years will reveal even increased ac· 
tiyity on the,part o~these industrious cultists. 

, The Plight of Western Canada 
One 6f the neediest mission fields in aU the world is 

\ Western Canada. In the three prairies provinces, espe. 
cially, the OJ.ltlook is su·rely dark for evangelic'al forces. 
In these 'provinces, in which there are so few. evangelical 
churches, the Jehovah's Witnesses haiie made their most 
phenomenal ·:progress. 'T,hejour westerly provinces com· 
pose only 26 per cent of the' country's ·population, b~t 
over fifty.eigkt per cent. of the Jehovah's 'Witnesses of 
Canada are to be found in' Manitoba; "Saskatchewan, Al. 

Thes-pread- o~ tb.,is cult -is but a symptom ~f the time,s 
and should ~r.ve as an indication of the dire spiritual 
poverty whioh has- come upon us and, as an incentive to 
an -imaginative and daring evangelization venture on .the 
part of Bible.believing Ba·ptists. It is evident, ·es-peciaUy 
in Western Canada, that other .... cults and sects are en. -

, joy.ing a regular field day simply because men will not 
long endure a spiritual vacuum. ., 

Reasons for the Cul,t's 'Growth 
l 

AJs we ponderedAJhe ques·t;ion ¢ 'tJh.e :advance whij~ !has 
,been made ,by the Jehovah Witnesses. we c'ould not refrain 
from seeking the causes of this 'growth. Just what spe. 
,cific factors, we as!ke~ 9u·rselves, accounted for the spread 
of this fa'lse .teaching? As we pondered this matter, several 
causes came to mind. By 'no means are these the only 
factors which expl~ins the spread, {If Russellism, bilt 
doubtless they are the majol' contri:butingcauses: " 

(1) ~he Use of Scriptural Methods to ProPitgate 
, An Unscriptural Message. ' 

The message which the RusseUite represerltatives seek 
and 'propagate is decidedly anti.scriptural and by no con. 
ceivable stretch' of the imagina'tion can it be descri'bed 
as "Chris,tian". An examination of the cult's literature 
will reveal that ft strikes at the very hea.rt of the gospel 
and that it leaves untouched' no truth of the faith. It 
d.is-honours and wd'uid degrade the \ 'Lord Jesus Christ; 
it denies, the' persOnality, and power of the Holy -Spirit; 
it would render ineffective the sacrifice on Calvary;, it 
promotes the crudent possi,ble' approach to the IN ord of 
G~ -

This dangerous and~ damning te~chinir has, however. 
~n promoted "y ... the use of scriptural methods .. Denying 
the real message of the Word, of. God, the Russellites, 

, berta-aiul Britis'k Columbia! In the very areas in which 
the e~angelical Baptist testimony is weak, the teachers 
of error ,have made their greatest gains. 

, nevertheless, ada'pt to their own purposes some of the -
methods which were employed with ·such success in the 
early churches. (At this point, it is sad to note that many 
evangelicals who embrace a scriptu.ral message have, iI) 
numerous'insta'nces discarded scriptural methods and em. 
braced either the ·practices of Rome or the devices of the 
world!) The so·called Witne~ses of Jehovah 'have effec. 
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,tively ~n;ployed at least' three effective scriptural' meth.· 
. 'ods-;(l) every member a worker (2) home visitation (3) . 

the distribution of literature. \ '" , 
T~is cult,d~es~ot encour8!ge ~he accumula~ion.ot drones 

but rather seeks .to enlist· every single follower as an 
active worker .. In this way the dogmas and declarations 
of this grou·p find. expression ,tHrough the testimony of 

'/ each individual. Thus there'is eliminated any ):oncept 
'of some person or ,persons who are paid to promote the 
. messa·ge. This 'stands in sharp contrast even to the situa.." 
tion in some evangelical churc'hes Where much manpower 

, is wasted as lazy Ibelievers cOngregate 'Sunday after Sun~ 
day and. engage in s~rmon.~asting and preach~r.<:riticisrri. 
The churches of 'fue New Testament would never have 

-' made such. phenomenal conquests if 8uC'h an' attit~de ha9 
· prevailed" 'for it is obvious' ~n the ea,rly chapters of A.<;ts 

that each believer r~ga,rded himself or:J1erself as a per. ' 
· sonal ambassador of. the Saviour -.: "THerefore they that 

Were scattered abroad went' 'every where p'reaehing the ' 
wor.d." (Acts 8 :4). Again we empliasize 'that' whiie the 

\, Jehovah's Witnesses have an anti-scriptural message, trey 
have adopted tthis scri.ptural method to s-pread their PQison 
far and wide. Let Jtbe the earnest prayer of believers
"WOUld God that'ali the Lord's people WElre prophets, anq 
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the only effeCtive antidote to' R.usselIism and aU other 130 .errard Street Eal •• ',TorOlIf~ 2 
~ forms of'error.' . '. '~, , '- T.I.phon. WAlnut 1.7411 
, One cha.racteristic of the .Jehovah's Witriesses that has, \ ·R ... istered C.bl. Adel .... : J..... ....m.~ ...... 

aroused the anger of many people '(and' 'has inc'identaUy ·I....:.. ____ .. ________ """:"'"~---.....:..--.....J 
gained many "converts" for'the cu-lt) , is their • program . . , 
,of 'house to house 'visitation. Cities, towns and rural not the,bread of life but the ~top.e of Russelliam! 

.'<... a,reas are divided -into cOl}ve{lient visitation. d"i!!tricts No other reUgious movement lin all history ·has made' 

Callacta 

~ , 

whiCllare. to.be covered at regular interva"ls. In ;this way,' such use of the'il'eUgious press and its products. FrOID 
· the group',s repr.esentatives 'can establish and ni~intain' the W~tchtower Bible and, 'tract So~iety 'press' in Brook. 

regular' personal contacts with prospective "converts";. lyn,have poured 'bo~ks .and pamphlets without number .. 
~atura-ny enough, ,in the process of finding these con. 'These are placed in the 'handa of the culfs workers' who 
verts, the visitors must knock on many doors at. which distribute from door ,to door' and on the- streets attractive' '. 
there' is no welcOIne.: Despite the fact,' however, 'tliat and 'ine.lqlimsiv'e pieces of Russ'ellite 'propagianda. Tlhis 

,many poop:le d,sapprove of .this. p:r~ctice of. home. visita. . puhlication work ~as. thus "brought the' anti.Chr,istian 
J tion, the J ehov~h's W~tnesses) have effectively ,demon. message ihto thousands of ,homes;. Again the !f eh'ovah's 

, strat~d' 'its effectiven,ess. Fumthermore it is·a scriptural . Witnesses are found to,:be e'znploying a sCl'iptural method 
method.,Row_ RJightily it is blessed when "i~ ,is used to to pro,mote an unscriptu.ral messa·g~. The letters which 
propagate the scriptural mElssage! Long before this. un. l),ave come to us -(rom the hand of the Apostle Paul clear.ly 

,'scriptural eult appeared on eal'th, 'it was recorded of· the ,reveal, the power of the printed 'page and have made ·be. 
church at Jeru'sa"lem' ~ "A~c;l da~IY' in the temple, and lievers since that day to Ibe fiid.ebte~ to the' Spirit-inspired 
in every hou~e, they ceas~d not to teach and preach Jesus apostle who took. up the peri to write the very t~oughts . 
Ghrist". (Acts?"5:42). The great APostle Patil,who was of Deity. -The same Jehovah's Witnesses, who deny the 
a mig·hty preacherpf th~ Wo~d thus 'descri-bes 'his per-, . teaC'hing. of Paul do not hesitate to,adopt the znethod 
sonal ministry i~ Ephesus - II ••• I kept baC'knolhing which 'he employed. Is it n{)t true that while this un.." ' 
that was profitable- unto you, 'but :have showed you, and Chrisian group ha,s successfullY, used the' printed page, ' ' . 

. '-have taught you' pu'blic]y and 1rom house to hO?lse" (Act~ . evangelical Baptists have largely neglected its systematic 
'20 :20).'It is irrtpera~ive 'that Ohristians;rea,lize ,the need use? The success which has :accompanied', the· printed 'la
of this ministry for nowhere.in all the New,Testament bors of the Jehovah's . Witnesses should be' an 'added in::" 
is there a promise th'at the unbelieving· will corne of. their 'centive to- the preparation .. printing~nd systematic, whole •. 

I - 'own volition to the house of God. ibUt Christians a,re Clear. sale distribution of attractive, dhrist~honori",g, true. to. . 
Iy commanded' to 'g.o o'ut and bring men to the Saviour. the Bi:ble, Baptist publicationih . 
",Go ·out ... ~nd compel them-to co~e in, ·that my house ' 
may be filled" (Lll'ke 1.4 :23)., is the order that is given (2) Zeal and Dedication: of the Cult',s Followers 
to local I- churehes. The specific command'S of 'the 'Word A '.blind. zeal can drive men to ·perform heroic, e~pl~its ; 
of God and the inspired,practice of the ea.rly churches ,unfortimately, sue'll .zeal is "often directed iI}~ :wrpng 

, reveal that hous~ to hO,use yisitation is a di\l:inely-pre.. channels and ~n do much har:m. The ~'Jeho~~'s Wi~I}ess" 
, sribe~ means to take the gloz:ious gQ,!!pel to those who ,who 'plods a city"s'. streets du.ring a ~rencI!ing rainstorm 

, . 'are without 'Chris~ an:cf without h'ope: It is" tragic, that> 9r a drivin~ snowstor~ is Ii pic~ure of such blind and."/ 
his scriptural method has 'beell employed to take to men ~misd.irected zeal. Any 'grou'p;' regardless of its teaching, 
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that lias sueh dedicated loUdwers will make I progress 
against aU obstacles. "A l"ising cloud on the 'horizon may 
cause some timid Christian- to forsake theev.ening go,,_·. 
,pel serViee at ·the local church while these followers of 
error Ibrave an hazards to earry on-theil" program that 

'(4) Appeal to the,NatUral Man 
The message which this cult 'Promulgates is. one. that 

is calculated' to appeal to the naiur~l man.~ T4~ age calls 
for a Cp,iist 'Who is the proQuct of earth, or at':most, one 
of many ~imilar Ibeings.The Christ of· the -Scriptures 
is set· forth as the incarnation of the eternal· God and' 

:to Him the cults and moderni.sm will nbt 'bow. To satisfy 
- is contzary to tpe truth of God,.· 

:the anti-su,pernatural and pseudo-rational crav,ing or'the 
natural man, ·the Jehovah's -Witnesses present, a Christ 
who is "a created being .~. a "god" but not the ~ternal 
God. Fu.rthermore they announce that He did not actu
ally rise from the dead. ,Russell, the cult's fomider speaks 

"The' amazing growth of the cuIt· in Canada a~d else
where is in no sIIl!lU degree related to this ,persistence and 
zeal of its fpUowers. "A zeal without kno,wledge!" declares 
'some 'believer. Ah! it is true indeed" that the Russellites 
display jUst such a zeal 'but it -is to be feared: that there 
are .many complacent 'Obi'·istians· Who pride themselves 
upon theil" ·knowledge and are deficient in 'zea:1 and dedi
cation to the Saviour. If these cultists can be so zealous 
in. reaching out to men. with a message . that Ibelittles the 
Saviour, how .. much more should evangelical Bapists ·press 
on with a' desire to see Hill} exalted! . . ' 

'of'the Lord's body in th'e following fashion :-"whether 
it was dissolved into 'gases or whether .it is still preserved 
someWhere as the grand memor~al of >God's love, of 
Christ's obed,ience:.and of our redemption; no one knows;. 
nor is much knowledge necessary" ..... The naturaiman\who 
hates spiritual truth finds no, objection to such blas·phemY 
.norfo the eu'It's' rantings and crude utterances against '.(3) A Tightlt-Knit Organization. 

If one 'were to regard seriously the rabid fUhninations 
of the' Jehovah's Witnesses against_tradition. ecclesiasti
ca.J systems and 'man-made organizations, there might re
main the impression' that this cult is some very foose and 
informal conglomeration of people who are held together 
onJy by some traternal bond. It is true that t~ere is a 
deep sen!!e of oneness in thei:r midst, but, at the same 
timl!,the Jehovah's Witnesse~ have a compact and rigid 
organization that riva'ls the Roman Church ·ili its 4uthori
t8.rian structure and its business efficiency. 
, Its publications often attack the dogmas of Rome or 

I 9f organized Christe!ldom,. ·but an' examination soon re
veals that this cult has a system of dogma that is as rigid 
as that of the ,pa·pal church. The very Je'hovah's Wit
nesses who. distrilbute pamphlets which call men- to' study 
the Bihle and to d,isrega'E.d the opinions of men, also dis
tribute with equal zeal· their own ·sectarian "h~lps to 
Bible study". We are told that men cannot properly un
de,rstand' the' :!3ible without these aids! Boasting to be 
unprejudiced by t,rad·itiQnal creeds,. the· cult has formu
late·d. a system of dogma that is based on the -teachings 
of Russell and Rutherford and which twists the Bible to 
suit its own prejudices. The foUowers dutifully z:eceive 
thi§ material ~hich, ori'ginates in the BrOO'klyn headquar
ters 'and blindly distt:ibute it just as any Romart priest 
would receive the papal declarations. 

In its organizational set-up the" grou'p is as rigid as 
it is in its teaching. At first glance, one might conclude 

. that ·tl).ere -is no central or:ganizatipn for it does not cal"ry 
on is .business under the name "Jehovah's Witness": Ac
tuaUy, however, three legaJ corporations control all mat-

. ters of .. property, prganization and teac·hing. Each of 
- these organizations (Watch Tower Bi,ble and Tract So

ciety'of Pennsylvania, Watchtower Bible and Tract So
ciety of New -r ork, Inc;, arid tlie International Bible Stu
dents' 'Association) has the same president:! This. organ
ization at· '~eadquarters is thus 'a closelY knit one. Be
neath it are the various national organizations, d.istrict 
groupings, -circl!its. and' individual. congregatipns. N umer-. 
ous local ralHes and perig.die world assemblies also con
tri'bute to -the smoot~ functioning of tlU.s reljgious m~-
chine.' ' ' , 
'. A. business survey some ~dnths ago revealed that 'the 

.' Roman 'Cath~li~ :Churc~ ran:kedt hFg!h as a_n efficient .busi
ness .enterprlse. We would dare to suggest that from an 

. organizational stand,point, this: cuIt of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses would be a sedous competitor to Rome. ..-

~. 

the 'Trinity. Then, too, the natural man rejoices in his 
Russellite announcement that there is no eternal' 'Punish
ment .and that men ~il1 have another oPP9rtun:ity afer . ., / 
death. . . 

It is !!trange, ~4t tr:ue, that the s~me men who. desire 
to reject alI that' 'is supernatural 'pr tp e~plain it away, 
should also have ·a craving:for the' spect~cular. Thus-it 
often happens that the unheliever who rejects the Bible. 
the. Saviour a.nd the supernatural will tur~ to spiritism 
or some oher mysterioulfand occult 'system. The'Jehovah's 
Witnesses' satisfy tbi:s~eraving of man :for the 'spectacular 
,by-presenting a 'graphic and colorful picture qf .the end 
of the ages and tlieir own .peculiar ver.sion of tlie. Battle 
of Armegeddon. 'Strangely . enough, their followers are 
not 'at all :distu,rbed 'by the .fact that the . Russellifes, 1'ike 
all date-setters, 'have beensllown to' be' w:rong in: their 
fantastic pred.ictiQ'ns. . . . 

In the rise and growth of ~11 ~ults and false' relIgions, " 
the bi'g -factor is this same appe~l to the' natural man. 
Actually the message of the Russel1ites is simply a sys
tematization of the thouglit of the natural mind with the 
. addition of 'a 'Slight r~11gious fl!avor. '~e acceptance of. 
the message' is ,but the confirmation of the scripture 
which' -declares that- "men loved dar-kness rather than 
l}ght."~ . ~ I . '. '.. . . ... : 

(5) Spiritual Barren,ness of the Major 
DenomiI},ations 

·The. same modernism whid hail ,captured seminaries. 
. and pUlpits and which has brought,spiritual famine over 
the land has contributed to the spread ,of this pe.rnicious 

. • I I I 
cult. .we have already note~ that both' :a,usselIism and . 
Modernism do grave injustiCe to the Person of 'Christ; 
both scoff at the fac.t of eternal punishm~nt. 'Those who 

. have neard· this ,Powerless message of modernism and who 
have· heard'denia·ls of the . Saviou,r's virgin Ihir,th and 
~dily resurreCtion ar.e prepared to receive the. 'Pseudo- . 

.rational explanations 'which the Jehovah's Witnesses have 
to offer. . , . 

'M;Ol::e specificaHy, ',modernisw h~s contri:buted' to the 
spread of the W'itnessesiby silencing the eV~1D'gelical ~es

. sage in many ehurches. The gospe~'of J es,us' Christ alone 
, can'cope with Rus'sellism or"'any other form of , error and· 

i·f that gospel ·is sHenced in. those~!places f.rom which it 
should sound, we n~ed nbtIDarvel that the cultists acquire 
many "co~verts" .. ' Men' "'ho ar~ denied the opportunity 
of hearing the saving gospel and who 'do no~ feel the 
restraint of ,gospel influ,ence 'are helpless before er,rorists. 
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In reality, c'hurches that have no gospel-preachi~,g, no would be unfair,. however, to state that the cult has great-
real Bible study, no vital prayer meeting· and' no,-ou~Jet· :Iy profited as yet f.rom this reaction.' . . 
fo.r gospel service are exterlqing a stand·i·ng in~itation to . . 
all false teachers to invade 'their ranks. Thos'e- who are.' , . '(7) Baptist Wea~ess in Canada . . 
not captured and added to the ranks "of the Russellites - Spme readers will probablY-accuse us o.f sectarillnism <. . 
may remain in ,the church but, at the same time, embrace at this point. Dare we sU'g·g~st that the weakness of the 
Briti-sh-Israelism, 'Spil"itism or Rosicrucianism. A power- -evangelical Baptist.witness in any way accounts for t.he 

. less churCh is thus,a potential hotbed in which the seeds spread. of RusaeHism? It is profound' conviction that the 
of. error ,will ~ind l"ich soil. - '. . historic Baptist position is. the scriptural. position and.' 

Let no one c.onClude that the· Witnesses attract only t~at the best possible bulwark in any (lommunity againsf 
inactive church members or "adherents'.' for this is not all .fo~~(of re'~igious error .is a"Bi1ble-teac'hing, gospel-, 
tlie case. Just recently we learned' of a" United'. Churc'h .preachmg.BaptIs~ Churc~. The 'absence of such 'a scrip: 
elder and Sunday -School teacher', who had joined their -tural t~stlmOny IS ,detrImental to the progress of the 
ranks. .~n examination' w,ould probably reveal that a gospel ~n any a~ea. < .:' •• \. ., 

-good number of the cult~s foHowers were active members :Only some. wIshful,t'hmker c~ul~ possIbly.be satisfIed 
in churches in which they received no Bihlical teaching. . ~Ith evang.ehcal BaptIst progress m.'Can~da .. W~ole sec
The modernist churcli ~hat has no message for- its ,people tIons of thl-s land have no such testImomes. In Welilt~rn 
wiIl.di~cover that it js the happy.hunting ground, for th~ . Canada, where. we have alre~dy noted tha~ the RusselI~tes 
'Russelhtes and other adventurous systems. . ,h~ve made theIr greate~t gams, ~he BaptIsts .are pa~rtIcu-

larly weak. A few faIthflll pastors and. assemblIes of 
\ . . :(6) Re~tion ~ Rome .', " believers seek toaccomplis'h t:p.e impos,sible. . . . ' 

As we have read and 'heard··of the persecution. of the In M·anitoba. alone, Baptist ·1nodernism 'has contributed 
Jehovah's Witnesses. in the Province of Quebec and have' to closing local churches and has .. ,-fostered. a program"of 
noted theit· .... court victories, we .~ave wondered whethe,r .. compromise and retreat. Tho~e "Communities which are 

.they have gained ~ny "converts" from Ro~anism. 'rhEl' thus deprived 'O-I suCh a 'scriptl,l"ral tel;!tim-ony,'are ready 
1951 census. reveals that therel were 1,422 Witness~s in for the RusselHte mgssage .... Tihescattered farmhou/?es 
that Frenc!l-Canadian province; this relatively smaIr fi'g- . llnd smaU rural communities lie waiting for the a'ppear~ 
ure' wouId. se~m to' indicate that they had ~ade· few in- ance of. a gospel messenget: :but often the first upon, the 
'roads against the papal church; We cannot help but scene is some teache'r of error, . 
feel, however, .that as the years pass the Jehovah's Wit-/RusseUism,.Romanism, Mo:dernism and' all ot,her false 

I- 'esses will profit from the increasing 'smoldering .resent- . religioulil systems will not be successfully met 'by big 
ment to the Roman Ohurch. In this reaction' against the evangelistic rallies or mass protest meetings. The pro
whole clerical system, many· people in Quebec could con- gress of error wiU be retaid~d and the gospel will 'secure 
ceiv8lbly tu·rD. to ~ihe group" which they believe has !!tood permanent victories Qnly 'as evangelical ,Baptist churches .. 
. against the· OhuNh, This would be .especiallY true if are esta!~Iil;!hed as- gospel liglhthouses iii. communIties 
there were few rea1 gospel churches.,Jn the provinc¢ I "It across this land. . . 
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Q;1jt, J arb is . "'nett Julpit 
/ 

"The Source of "'S'ufficiency '-
A Sermon by Dr. T; T. Shields , 

Preaohed 'in J,arws Streelt 'Bwptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, ,~eptembe.! 211St, 1929 
,j (IStenographically Repor.ted) __ - . , 

"Our suHicieney ds of GOd."~ Cor. 3:5. 
i 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
o Lord' our God, desiring to worship TIree, :Father, Son, and 

'Holy Ghost, we tliank Thee that ;we have all things in Thee. 
'Thou' has' commanded us, Look unto me and be ye saved, all 
the ends' of the earth, for I am God, and beside me there is 
nOille else. We thank Thee that Thou hast disclosed Thyself 
to us in the Person of Thy Son, and that the God, who com· 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in' our 
hearts to give the light/ of tbe kInowledge of, the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ .. We would behold Thy face 

, with unveiled and unclouded vision this morning', and in Him. 
we would see God. . . 

We thank Thee for all Thpu flast wrought for us as believ
ers in tIre Lord Jesus'Christ. There are many in Thy pres
ence this morning who ca~ review years in which they 'have 
put Thy promise to the proof, and in which Thou hast proved 

'Thyself to be faithful to Thy Word. We rejoice in Thee,O Lord, 

"OUR sufficiency is of God." ·No argument is needed 
to establish the truth that we a·re living in exceed. 

ingly difficu·lt days. I know there are many who are in
fluenced .by the' things they 'see; the things they touch 
and taste; who spea'k of our day as the best of ~Il days. 
In some respects that is true: the "world is nearer, at 'this 
moment, the happy ho\l'l' when' our Lord shall rend the 
heavensthan it has ever ,been ~fore, ·and' for that. reason 
it is a better ihan any day that we have ever seen. But 
from the distinctively Christian 'IlOint of view, 'surely" it 
wjll ,be generally admitted that 'it is a: difficu'lt day,-it 
is 'a day when 'God is crowded out of the t'bou'ghts of men. 
If 'one read's almost any religious ni'agazine pu'bHshed in. 
·this country, in the United ,States, ,in Great :Bri'tain, any:
where in the Antipodes, and, indeed, from mission fields 
as well, it is the same sto'ry of spiritual declensi~n that 
is told" everyWhere - fewer people attending chu,rch, 
fewer scholars in ,t'he 'Sunday School, fewer converts. It 
is a time of spiritual destitution, a time of s·piritual fam
ine, 'a famine of hearing the word of tJhe Lord. ' 

this ,morning as iJn· the God Who cannot lie. We hav,!! rested 
upon Thy promises, 'and we have found Thee. never to fail. 
This hymn in which we have sought to praise Thee is an 
expression of our experience. We have heard Thee saying, 
I will never" no, never, no, never forsake thee. 'Ve thank 
Thee for every blessing that has come, for [everyone who 
has. learned to trust Jesus Christ as b,is Saviour. There are 
m8lllY little children, boys and girls, and ,young men and 
women, who know Jthat Jesus Christ saves. We thank Thee .II wa:s ·interes·ted· 'in reading bn account of a ·meeting of 
for every life that has been touched by Thine abounding prison 'Workers, of expert criminoligists, iii Toronto this 
grace'; for everyone who has been made-new by the quicken- last week. They gave a most\'pessI'mist'ic report' of the . ing power of the Holy Spirit. 

, We thank Thee, too, for what wefhave seen' of Thy mercy outlook-T·hey told' of fe s·pread of- the crime wave, and, 
in this place. Thou hast been very gracious to us. We have sought to assign a reason for the I'apid increase of .crime. 
not deserved Ithe least of Thy ,lov,ingkill1.dnesses, for we ·are 
sinners, every" one; and yetrit has pleased Thee in Thy mercy Among other things, tpey cited the decline of religious ~ 
to meet with us. to bless us, and to use our humble testimony - influence. 
to make Jesus -Christ knoWll!·. We thank Thee for hundreds, \. I , 

indeed for thousands, who have been touched during these Under the circumstances, what are believers to do? 
years: ·We thank Thee for what we recall this morning of- Is there no plaCe where we may find refuge? I merely 
Thy lovingkindiness in the experience of eight years ago, and call You.r attention, to our experience of eight years ago. 
we give all glory to Him Who is the head of the church, and It is not necessary to d·well upon it, 'but tpose of you who._ 
to 'whom power belongs. h ' - lb' 

But now we .pray that this morning we may be instructed were with us t en remember how we had no he p ut m 
out of Thy Holy Book. We thank 'rhee- for tIre Word of God. GOd. We sought His' face; we besought 'Him tp have mercy 
We thank Thee'for understanding hearts; we thank'The'e that Upon us, and to intervene in our behalf - and He" d'id; 
so. many have been' illuminated by th'e Holy Ghost, so 'that He wrought for Himself a great victory. God ha~ not 
theyhilve no "oubt whatever that' this Bible is Tliy Holy changed: He is the same, and His years do not v·a.ry. The 
Word. Help us so to come this morning. Speak to us out 
of its treasures. so that every child of Thine may' receive God Whom we worsMp is e~actIy the same to-d'ay as He 
So~!! por~tio~ of meat at- :rI!,y hands. .BI~s~ \eve.~y man and.. was in, apostoli.c day·s. Su:ch changes as I haVE!, referre~ 
woman, every boy ~nd girl, every chd~, m thIS assemb~y. to are wholIyclrcumstanbal, they hav.e to'do WIth condI
!"lay we go from. thiS place .p'!e~ently w~th a song. of prals.e . tions of human life' 'and they do not reach to 'God at .all. 
10 our hearts, With thanksgIVIng 8IIld With aboundIng 'grab- . . ' . .. " " . 
tude because God has been pleased to reveal Himself to those It IS ,possI·ble for .. the beheverto say the same as thIS 
who 'seek Him!. writer said in the long' ago, "Ou·r .sufficiencYis of God". 

:r~us .J£e pray for every assembly of the saints, ~or, every Our ,help is in Him., 'and in Him all our needs are" supp"lied. 
mlDlstel," of· the gospel of every name, for every missionary .... . . 
of the cross, for every mission worker street preacher hos- Let us turn over thIS SImple and yet subhme and sabs-

, pital. visitor, and Sunday School teac.lh~r. We pray th~t the fying Iltatement'"this morning, that we may aSik ourselv.es ." 
blesllImg of Heaven may r.est upon the efforts, upon the testi- whether indeed we find in Him aU that our' souls re
mony of Thy people throughout the worl~ to-day:, and thus" qui-re." First of' a:1I I want to find you out individually' 
the d,,-v mav be hastened wh'ep Jesus Christ shall see of. the , '. ~ . .. ' 
tranD of HIs som and shall be satisfied We ask it in the I want to ask every professmg 'Ohrl'sbanman here - and 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. . everyone who 'is not a p.rofe~sin'g Christian for that mat-

" \ . o 
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ter - Cali you for yourself, or wiU you, ere this service' interests,? Is ·He. inseparable f,rom you 'and yo"u from Him'? 
close~ ,say by faith, '~My sufficiency is of God." J '" CaP. yo~ say i:Q. the -language of th~ hymn? - - -

'.-: 1.. '-7 . .' "His ~o e::,t:,~ !~~e shall part? 
'First of all, do ':we .Illow, God.? What· is 'God to" you? . Ah, with what.8. restQf bliss ' 

,Is He a mere ahstraction, a mere idea, or an ideal, :some. . ChNst can'fill-,the tOVing heart!-
one .of 'Who~ you 'h~ve heard~ bU,t who dlW~lIs rem,otely . Heav.en 'and !3a~p ~aj fade and ~ee, \ 
f.rom you, and. with whom you have -no personal contact, Fl~om l'rght 10 'gloom declme; 
ana of whose grace and poWer you nave no personal ex. 'But, while Gpd and I 8'h&l1 be, , . . r 80m His and He is mine" 

.\ 

· perI~nce? W'hen you speak of. God. ·what memories does ,. . . 
, it reCall? When His name. i.s m,imtio~~d;.hOW .is.Your spirit II Are .w.~ jijstifi~d' in Hi~?'If we a.~e!,w:~at .pr.ogres~ are' 
'. mov(;!d? Do .. you know :aIm, really 'know HIm,· as, a .;(;Od w~ .m*I!lg? It IS on,e thIng, t~ reJOIce In HIm as 'our 

WhQ.is nigh at hand, and .Wh~ is a factOr in YOl,lr H~e? SavI~,r In the ~en~.~ that we"are justif!ed freely by His.,. 
Have you ,been. justified fl'eely by His grace? no you grace,~ut Chr~st I~ made unto us wlsdoII}, and right •. 

-know, not the man beside you, or the. 'pe,rson in~the ~w e?us~ess, and ;sanctiflcation and :'red~inption." Sanctific~ •. 
""be'hi;nd you; .or' in front of you, but do, you "know from bO.n IS a long. 'Process of eduJmbon.lD the soul. We are 
your own ·h.perience, from the change that has' been chUdr~n of ,God, and we are to. "'grow up into ,Christ in' 
wrou'ght in your own life, do .you know beyond aU per •. all th~ngs.'" Are. ',you .findin·g your sufficiency 'in! God? ,. 
adventure that 'God is, and that He is the Rewa.rder 'of ·Are you "growing u,p'" into Him? :Are you falUng more 
them that d.iUgently se~k'Him? . !. . . and more d~e?IY in 'l.ov{! with)li,m'? Are ~ou tasting every:, 
, Ah, I 'know it is common in our day to speak 'of the d!1y that He~Is ,graclpus? We "ought to :be a hetter Chr-is. ' 
service of !God-'as something'rendered to men, an4. to r~~ ban ~day than 'Ye were·yesterda~. W~ougbt to 'behetter" 

· duce the religion of Ohr.ist to a ,mere' humanitarian. sys. than .we, were ~Ive Iyea~, ago. S,!rely .we ou~t to be 
tem. :aut 'What r desire this .morning,· if· possible, is to learnmg some,thIng more about God. . . . . . > 

_,get· you back, and myself as well, to the Person. of God, Oa~ you say, '~My suffici'ency is of God. -I am shut uP .. 
· to ,'know w!t'ether there .is' a God' in your life .and iII: yo.Ul' ·to. !11m; aJ;u~ I ml!ke Him th~ subject of .s,tudy. I 'am . 
'eXtperience' .. ·Can you say, "I have had commerce with trYIng to 'know more and; more about .Him, to .. be, more· 
,God; . I, have' :had d,irect 'Persomil dealings with God; I -a~d ~ore like Him" and to ex;p6rience more andl more Of 
know ~or myself that· God has dealt 'with me"cpnvincing . HIS grace and power?" Is that what '(jod is' to, you? How 
me. of· my 'sin, of niy need of His rfglhteou'sness; and of fu'll of qisappoint,ment!! life is, apa.rt from 'God! I heard 
the certainty of His jud.gment upon all sin as 'Ulustrated someone,:say many years ago 'of 'a cel'tain m'an, "He is a 
in the.'death of'ou.r Lord Jesus Christ as 'the sinner's Su·b. very: disapPo.inti.ng man." I 'had never heard anyone use,' 
stitute. I have s~~n aU that :.for niys~lf, and kno\\r 'ih~t th~~ phrase lJefore. I ha4 never h.eard anyon.e so de.' 

· the b~oo_d ... ha~.~,been .applied fo~:m.y.clea~si:n;g, ever:y s.tail} scr~~~~.; . b.?t I .have ~ad. mo~e 'exper~ence sinc~, and··J i 
has bee'n washed 'away, and.' I have been robed in His' Pel'~' have })~~ In thIS 'PUlPIt nearly twenty year~one' of the 
fect ·right~ousness.· 'I 'am.: fn', .christ, I stand irl Him' delights is to see 'peoPle 'growihg up; to see some'body con~ 
this morning; and in Him I am complete"? Can',you' say,' ve~ted; ,born into' the, family ()fGo:d, asa little babe de.'" 
"I know' God. for. myself;' :because I ~riow that I ,am . sirmg the sincere mil'k of the' word, add! thene. to grow -

· accepted in the Bel()v~d".? G :1> . . _.; . and ~et stron,ger and ·stronger.. unUl such' an one -becomes' 
I 'am not asking you if' you are a church member: Thou~ a stalwart in the .. faith. ·W.'hat a joy--that is' to see the " 

sand,s' of- people are .. church. members' who 'have' never .. children o~ qod healthy!..... ,_~ .' " 
. knoV\ryl Ohrist .... What I $lesire'to Know is, Are you a mem •.. fYou mothers know What 'it is. If I were to say to 'one . 
-'Der'of Christ? Do you, for you'rself, 'know God?-Not what of, you th:is 'l!iorning, "Well, how are you to.day?" You 
you have read in a book; not what the preac'her has told wouI4 say, "I am Ivery happy to.day." "The family are' .' 
you'; not, let me 'say reverently and ca·refd'lly -: not mere. aU .well?" "Yes~ thank God., We have had'a 'good deal of: 

-ly what 'You'.have read in the Bible aobQut .Go(i, but Has sickness, :but just :g.ow, I am glad to say tP"eY'are all well; 
...-the. Bibleco,me to 'you ,as'-it is i:p. truth' the very Word the~ ar~ al! in 'Perfect hea'lth, ,and aH b!lsy." What a ha,ppy 
of..God? Have you recognized in that word the voice of famIly It 'IS when -there is nQ sickness, no ipfirmity of .~ 
the Good' Shepherd? Has the word ,been f.tilfillt~d in your any kin4; ·wheI). all are weIl! 'And what a happy' church~ 
experience, '''My. sheep hea,r my voice, ~and I know them, it ~~ when ~~e. fampy of God are in ,good :health, growing I 

-and. they follow me"? Is. th~t th~ sort .o~ .:God yoil have? up mt!>· Ch~ISt, takIng their share of the burdens. 
I think I have' once referred to it before, ibut I remem. Now that is my question, Do yo'u 'know· anything about 

ber ,some. years ago coming aiong Gerrard Street from the sanctifying power, of _this .w o·rd,?- Are' you· going on' 
:' Sherbourne" and overtakin'g my dear. friend, Professor learning more !lnd mo:r;e.~bo~t Ohrist?' Are you increas

Kei.rstead. 'I saw ·that ':he was coming to worship,\vith inglysu·~missive to the aut'hority of this :ho-Jy 'Book? Are 
us, 'and' I. ,put my !hand on hJs shoulder and said, "Doctor, " you .putting o~f tpe ",old man" and.,putting on the new, 
how' are you ·.this evening? I am glad :you are' going to and finding"sufficient grace in 'God to ena,ble you to do 

. be -With us." '~Oh ,weU," he said, "I thought I would come i.t? If Y~U are; YQU are' a ha·p'py man this mo.rning·; . you· 
down a,nd hear a little about the divine .sIde of things. are a jo~ous man if you can . say, "l\fy suffiCiency is 'of' 
We do not :hear much about the .divine· ~id~ of thipgs; God." . . , '. -
and my soul was thirsting for God, for the living God, II.:. 
~and I thought I would come down and see if I could hear. HQW completely ,dependent we are upon Him! What a 

, some,~iD'g _a'bout Go'd." qh, my' friends, my qu~stion 'to master the apostle 'Paul was! What ~ 'great scholar :he' 
'you this morning is, What do you know about "th~ divine was!· A~d ~et he .says in this verse that he was not suffi": 
side of things"? What do you 'know 'ahouflhe Person o~ . cient' to thin'k anything of h-imelf. He said' in effect "I 
God'? Is He more real to you ~han Wife or children, mo~e cannot trust ·myself to do my own thinking, but my suffi •. 

. . real .to you and more precious than aU your material ciency is of God.. I.would rather have God's thoughts' 
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than mine. His word comes to me, and' I ,receive it ill~ 
. 'the love'of it; to me it is the last word. I am not sufficient 

, even' to think for myself." We hear a gl"eat '.deal to-day 
about ".thinking'" people, - and 'God would have us ' 
tfioi~'k: There is nothing -in the world wiH lielp yoq to 
think, and teach you to thinI~, lik~ the Word of God .. 

, " 

Let me as'k, another I question, Are you finding suffi
~ient, ·poweJ; ~,n God to overcome? I have' hea,rd so ofteil 
,of men who ,cannot ov~rcO'me the cigarette ;habit. and 
a great many other thin~. . Surely the 'religion ot Jesus 
Christ ought to cleanse and purify us within and', with •. 
out. ... -\. It ou'ght to do that, and it . will do "it; ,that -is what 
'it is for., Young men, call you say this ,morning, "My
sufficienriy is 'of. God; -Goa is helping me· in a difficult 
situation"? I do not know what it is. ' It may be dif
ferent from everyone ~lse's. But whatever ,your ',trial or 
temptation, or howsoever' difficult your circumstances 
m~y be, can you'say, "f:h~ve learned to trust 'Goq ttl help 
me ri-ght through"? And Can some 6f you who have had 
longer experience say this morning; -

• • • ~ '11.. . 

'''EacIfsweet Ebenezer , 
~ -I have in 1"8V'ieW, 

'Oonfirms His good pleaa'lire 
. ~o ~~el'p '~e ~ite -throu:~:~' " . ' 

He will not "leave us, my friends. If He has helped u's, -thu~ 
far He will see us to the end of, the' road. "Our' suffi.' 
ciency is of God,"., ' 

I shall as'l~' an:other question5 You see, I am very simpl~ 
this morning, ,but these a,re ,princlples ,that, if they can 

... ~ nave effect "in' our 'lives, 'may work a transfoJ;mation of 
character in many instances. What 8!bout your Chris
tian service? What are you doing - I had almost said, 

" for, ,God. Buttha~ woidd" hot- be correct,,for. theie ,is not 
a passage.,in the Scripture thplt tells us that we ,are -to 
do anything for God. W orki-ngfor God ! 'You cannot work 
for Goa. We are "workers together 'with God",. You 'can
not do anything for -God of yourself, but what about 'your, 
Christian service? There is much to be done, and does 
som~b~dy ,say, "Oh weU; Pastor, I am' jQ,st a spectiltor of 
the game.' I a~ thanlcf!ll -J ,am saved. I r~lly, have a 
hope iri ,Ohrist, and I rejoic~ in that fact. Bu,t I 'am not 
doing very much: I cal1not teach a -Sund'ay School class, 
and I do not 'know whlj-t . I could ~o r~aIlf for the Lord. 
I am just sitting watching others work, encouraging 
them when I cAn with a word,; but I cannot do anything 
-my-self/' Are you sure? 'I rthink ~u are correct that you 
cannot do anything' yourself, 'but if you' take this verse, 

. and apply it to ybursel1:; you may go out from ,this 'pla'ce 
'an "effectual Witness for 'Jesus Christ; if you win say, 
"My sutiiciency,is of God". ' 

Th~re is an i~cide~t 'i~ the Old Testament that' is 
illustrative- of this-truth. There was a man -called Gideon, 
who, lived. in a 'day wh'en the' M'iddanites were in th~ 
ascendency. 'The Israelites 'were ,terrified of them., In 
fact, it was a day very much li'ke our day; when the people 
of ,God' had formed the halbi t of reu:ea ting before the 
enemy. That is what they did: when the Midianites 
showed th(!mselves" the Israelites promptly ran away; ,and 
Gideon - brave man' that he was --, was thrashing some 
wheat, not to grind, it immediately, Out he was tliz:.ashing 
wheat to 'hide 'it from the Midianites! He said, "They will 
come' 'presently, 'and if I leave my wheat in the field-all 
'my Iabour' wiH be for naught.r I will reap it, thrash it, 
and Mdeit'away; so that the enemy cannot fin1.i :it.~' And 
while he~ was -busy at that courageous b~siness of trying 

( 
I " . - . . /. ... 

to hide the product of his labours ,from the -view of :the 
enemy;'he heard a ',voice saying, '~The Lord is with thee . 
thou 'mighty man of 'valour." This milD looked, around 
to see who the angel ':Va:B talking ~; for he knew, in his 
own heart \that he, ':Vas not "8: mighty man of va'lour". 
~e was engag~d in_a cowardly tric'k at that very minute'! 
Jf.e proposed to 'let ,the'Mi'diailites have their" ,own way, 
l:fut he was going to' bide a little bit of 'his ,grain an'yway 
so t~at they would not 'get it all ' -

I 'was in 'Brussels just after tIie Armistice, and a 
gentleman invited two or three- of us to his home: He 
told us of, thi,ngs Phat 'he had bu,ried in the garden. He 
was a rich man who lived in 'a mansion, and there-were 
some. things that 'he valued very hig~ly. _ He' had dug a 
'hole'Ht the garden when he ,knew 'the enemy was ,coming, 
and"had ,buried these things, and put 'grass over it. He 
said' that ~ay I v.isited him, "Thank 'God, they did not 
get these things." .1!e had no idea:'of fig!hting, tHe enemy 
at all i,n that day ~ there was no, u'se '- !but 'he hid these , 
'things from the enemy that when they passed by h~ might • 
have a little left. ;- - \ -

" That is, the principle ·of the modern chu,rch', simply' to 
hide from the Pthilistines and the·'Mid'ianites. 'A certain 

,professor'sa'id' to m~, '"Moder,riism is ·a ~orld movement. 
lJaW can ,we stand,~,gainst the denial of the Book and the 
Sa'1'iourhood and Deity of ,Christ"? It is a wQrld, movement, 
'brothe:r, what are we ,going to do?,;' '''Why;'' I '[laid,- "man. 
stand,upagainst i,t." "But," he said, "It' will overwhelm 
us'!"" "Well," I replied, ",be overwhelmed, and go'dQwn in 
the flood Jioke a man; but stand for God anyhow." Gideon 
would not' do that, ,poor coward that he was,' untit. the 
angel said, "The Lord is with 'thee, tho'u mighty man of 

.. , ' I' 
_ val~ur:': ,qide!>n seemed to say, ~'If you pl(lase, to whom 
is that 'word ad~ressed?" And the aIjgel said, "You are,' 
the man.~I am going to make a mighty man' of valour out 
of you." Gideon could hardIy -believe it, but he was led 
to ~ay, even in that Old- 'Testament time, ,"My sufficiency 
is of God, and if 'God calls me by that name I will"-be 
just what'He tells me.'" " 

You have heard'the story, have you not, of a private' in 
the French army?' The army was bein'g reviewel'by Em
peror Napoleon the _First. He ha4' dismountea, and his 

, horse ,bolted. A private s'P!ang- from the ... ran'ks and 
caught the 'bridle, and bl'ou'ght it 'back to where h'is ma-' , 
jesty was standing. Napoleon said, "Thank-you, Captain." 
The soldier, gave a ,saIute at o'nce, and said, !'Of· what " 
r,egiment, your Majesty?" T~whieh NapoleQn ~eplied~ "Of 
my guards.'" He- was only 'a private, hut he 'knew that 
when ~apoleo~ ~led, him "-captain", "he had the author-
ity to make hinfa oapta,in. And ~ tell ,you wh~n GQd caoJls 
you "a mighty mim' of valour" He wi'll make you such, 

'He m,ayca-ll-you to teach a 'Sunday',Sc'hool class and say 
to you this morn:ing, "The, Lord !be with you, faithful 
~eacher." ,But you say, "I aIi{not a teacher, and I never' 
have 'bee~ able to do anything.~' No, but He ca~,'make ,you 
do so! ~'The Lord be with·thee, 'f~ithful·witneBs." Some
one says,- "I have not :witnesse~ for Him." No, but your" 
sufficiency is of God, and He' can do, for you' what yOu 
need to have -done if only you will trust Him. 

I'll. - ' 

"Will'you !begin this morning? We have a great school -
he~e. I do not ,knOw, how many tea~hers we have. hut I 
know that we could easi'ly use two hundred more if we " 

'had them. There are scores, hundreds of you Chu,reh mem-
. bers, 'w~o ought to ,be teach~rig'; you ought to"b'e engaged 
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, 
in direct Christian service of ,some' sort. .:you say, "I ' apostle saying in effect, "0 'Lord, i do not even knoV: how 
have no tal~nts, 1 have no ability, I have no' courage; I to thin'k, teach me Thy thoughts," for He -is ab1e "to ' 

, cannot do i't at a'lL" But' I tell you that your sufficiency hring ,into captivity every thought .to the' onedience of . 
is of 'God, 'and i'f you wiH trust Him, and a·pply youl'self, .christ." Jesus Christ oan be made Lord in the realm 
He will make you what He wants you to 'be; ~nd vyill of the intellectua-l so that every thought we think s'hall be 

. raise up for Himself a great army. ''Ta:ke that word, and lJonouring to'Him. Thus "our sufficiency is ,of God". --. 
ask the Lord whether or m~t He 'has somethin.g for you' . .-t\nd let me ,ask you young people, whoever you are. Is 
to do. I am glad 'to have you come and sit 'in my class your sufficiency of 'God in this sense that 'you are satis
Sunday mo:rnings .. I am glad to have you come Thursday fied with Him? I am not going to ''libel you by talking 
nights to the Bible 'lectul'e, or -Moilday night; ibut with, a:bout worldly amusements. It"is not often I refer to them 
many .of you the'time ought.to be passed when you should in this place, .but r do ·say that 'if any o{ us a,re found 
need to be taught in the word. The time. ought now tQ . where Jesus Christ wi'll not ,gO, we ·are advel'tising by our 
have .come when you should be yourselves, teachers, lmd very presence that God is riot, sufficient; _we are going' 
you ought to ,be ,going out ,gathering hundreds and. thou- somewhere' else fpr satisfaction instead ,of finding it in 

~ s~nds of 'QoyS and ,girls and men and women into this Him. And there is satisfaction ~n Christ: 
. place·.t9 teach them the Word of God. But you"say, "They .. "i .tried.the !broken dsttems, torti, 

will not cOJl!,e. I cannot do ~t." I But ah! the waters failed! 01-

Let me .ten you what 1 was telling the class the other E'en as I stooped ,to drink 1Iiliey'd,fled, 
I day~ I WaS on a tra'in somewhere in the ;~tes, I for,get ',.' And'm!>cked me all I wai.l¢. . 
,where it was; 'and the tra'instopped beside a big yard "Now none but Christ 08.!111 satisfy 

, piled with 'hund,reds of tons of scrap iron .. There were None othel'-name for me;' 
old motor engines', rods, pieces of. railroad iron" and every There's lo~e and Hie and lasting joy, 
conceiva'ble so·rt of iron~ scrap, all ·piled in a great heap. ~ . 'Lord Jesus, found in Thee." 
There Fere some tracks run into the yard, and a row of 'Ca~ you say that?'''Thou, '0 Christ, art'all I nee"d" --
big railwaytraeks; there was a c·rane, a Hfting-device; and is that what it' says?' No, that"-.wou1d Ibe wond~f.ul; but 
on the end -it had, not fingers or a scoop Hke a scoop s·hoy- "Thou, '0 Christ, art all...! want." If 'we loo'k to Him He 
eI, 1f10 l'irl.it lth<inglS but it .blad a di~k, flail; and smodth. 'fohe can so govern our tastes 'and desires that we shall want 
pile was the most irregular sort you ever saw, long things nothing apart from Him. Thus' we ,shall 'find satisfaction 
sticking up, heavy ,things; and light things; 'and as I in Him. , 
looked at it I said, "W'here would a man begin on a piie Let me say a word to you 'who are mem;bers of thiR 
Ji:ke'that? Take hold of the {h'st piece, an~ you find it' church before I close., Can we continue to say, "Our suf
wedged under aU .kinds of ,heavier weights. How in the ficiency is- of ,God'?" I ,·have been- thankful many times 
world would anyone move a pile of scrap ·like 'that,?" that God 'brought us, in oure~perience 'as a ChurC'h in 

I was thankful the -train stopped long enough" for me the' years gone -by, to -a place .. where we ;bad to have God 
to see how they operated it. This 'big crane swung over or 'he 'r.uined; w-here there was no one else to help us, no 

-that pile of scrap i,ron, tney lowered the flat disk on to on~ else to trust; and. when 'we did trus't Him, He did 
the' top of ~It - and then they turned on a powerful mag- not fail us. He was our Helper then: He is· our Helper' -
netic' curr,ent, 'and it lifted; that flat d'isk was' hanging still. Can we as a ch1,lrch say, '~Ou·r sufficiency is··of-God"? 
with pieces of railway iron pieces of .old Ford oars and Read the papers, a·nd they wHI tell you thaC the gospel 
everything. It lift~d' them right up, swung over the' ca,r' ,must be adapted to modern requirements! They wm' tell .' 
and then the'current was turned' off, and there was ~ you that the 'chu,rcil' must change its methods and its 
sn.ower of scrap down into th'e car. They turned .it back m~ssage! I do not know, indeed, what the church must 
ag~in oyer the ·pi-Ie of sCFap, tumed. on the -current, and do 'in order to meet the requirements of some -p~ople. Do 
the.'power that was in the'disk gripped ,that pile of. scrap you know, I believe 'that a great churcli in the heaiot of, 
and lifted it, put it in the car, al}d I suppose it went to t'1i-is 'great city that confes·ses it has no 'help but in God 
some smelting works and was, made over again into some will he a real testiJJiony tor G9~. 
vaIua:ble motor-car or something of the' sort."'" tv.hat is' 6ur work? If I understood it, our work. is the 
, I cou1d not help saYing to myse1f, "That pile cif scrap conversion of sinners 'by the power of the Holy Spirit, , 
i·ron is just,like a crowd of men and women, bro'ken pieces I do ,!lot 'know any other reason for the existence of a 
of !humanity. on 'ascrap heap, having failed to fulfil God's Chr,istian chu·rch 'but ,to 'he God's' instrument to the 
purpose." You say; "How 'shall we get at them?" Well, saving of men, and then in their sanctification and the 

J "Our sufficiency fs o'fGod." You' ,give them an invitation' upbuild-ing in tJ}l'eir ChrIstian Jives. I do not conceive it 
to cpurch, and say they wiIJ not come-; but if you.give to be.:.the ohurch's work, primarily,.to feed'the hungry; 

·that invitation 'in the pOWElr of the. Holy 'Ghost they will. though they'should do that when necessary. I do not, 
have to come, they cannot help coming. They will not ' conceive it, to 'be the church's 'business, primarily, to 
know why, 'but they wilJ 'have to come. You Sunday clot"he the nal<ed,: though we'must clothe the naked wQen 
School teachers, there is nowhere you need the power of " that is necessary. And I. do not conceive it to -be the 
God more than when y:ou go out after. people like that. -church's work, primarily, to educa:te the ignorant; though 
You' cannot get! them. you cannot move' them; put your . ,there is a place for that in the chtirch:s programme be-~ 
sufficiency is of ·God. Ask Hiin to tu·rn on the Power yond aU 'peradventure. Cer..tainly it is not the church's 
'and nothing can resist your appea-I. So we s'hall all b~ '" mi~sion to entertainl -people 'who a·re.i satiated with ~he 
a,ble to be of some rea,l .service in the caU!le of' Christ.· if world, and want sQme new excitement. 'Tltat is noLour 
we can go Ol~t in the strength of the 'Lord. Before you -business. 'Our one business ,i~ by the power of the 
teach/your 'Sunday. School lesson next Sunday, will you 'Spirit·, to -b,ring dead souls to Hfe, 'to sav:e them that are 

. try to . remember that word,? No, let me put it thus: be- de,ad in. trespasses and sins. When a phurch ceases to e,xer
fore you study your 'Sunday' School lesson, 'hear this cise that ministry the sooner that church closes its doors 
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and goes out of existence, the' 'better. A church engaged we shaU find out :God's plans, ·and ,be :brought into ha.r
in allf other -business is engaged in that which will 110t morty with H& pprposes; His will wjl} be dpne, and His 
'be glorifying to ·God. 'This is the church;s ,peculiar mis- name will be glorified. ' . 
sion: "'Go ye and malte disc~ples of all na:ti<>n's." That is There are some of you'who say, "Well, I do not feel as 
our 'business at horne and abroad. We have no other I ought to -feel. Do you see this 'electric fixture? There 

, business. is no light there, is there'? But when I tu·rn it on it is 
Who can do it? Are you going to dO'it with music? there. When I turn it off the poor ,thing says,'''I do ~ot 

Not at all. Are you going to do it with preaching, per se? feel as I used-to' feel"! 'Of course not! But turn it on and 
No, .the preaching may ibe ~ver so orthodox, and yet be it is both light and warm. Of course you do not. feel as 
as ·ba.rr~n of results as it is true to the orthodox faith. , you used to feel.if the power is off, and you do not know 
God may sov~reignlr use the word spoken by one who is whether you can get the blessing. Why do you not corne 

,out of touch with ,God, as He may use an ~nconverted ,to 'praye'r-meeting? We have three great ·prayer 'meetings, 
man, in his own ~overeign 'way, to hring a sinner to but some of you do not come. Do you pray at :home? Now, 
Christ; 'but there is no promise to that effect. Oqr busi- do you? I m'ean you, -brother! You! You! You: you say r 
ness is the aalvation of souls, aIld- nothing but the power you can pray without corning to church. I know you can, 
of God can accomplish tht.· 'but do you? i think you will gene:rally.find that those ,who 

-If there is one man Here this morning, or 'one hoy or pray at horne, or those who pray alone, if they really 'pray 
girl, who is really sayed, ju.st on~, that per!lon has 'been alone, wiH want to pray wi,th others too., If sickness or 
the subject of the. recreative power of 'God. There is not infirmity preve'nts that is another matter. But as we' 

\ a man or a woman h,!!re who is genuinely a Christian this begin the nintli yffar of our liberty.- Oh, I wish that all 
morning, upon' whose nature the Holy 'Ghost has not of you could have been here eight years ago last night'. 
wrought a miracle. No one can 'be saved in any. 'other I am sorry for those of you'who were not her'- Some of 

.. way. You will >not get men to he saved at the end of a you newer members, You sit back arid say, "What is the, 
syllogism. You will not get them saved .by eloquent o~ Pastor talking about?" I suppose some of those,who were 
learned p:eachi~g. Men wiH be .saved Iby,the touch of -born in the wilderness, or who c:ossed the Jordan, wh,~n 
God, and If you have not got God In the c'hut:ch, you may they heard Caleb and Joshua talkmg about that ·great day / 
as well shut your doors and go out of business. You are of the Passover, that· great day when they -went down 
out of business anyhow, for God is the only One Who through the Red Sea, and when God 10.oked from the 
can do the husiness the chu·rch exi~ts to do. " clouds upon the chariots: of the Egyptian;-and. confounded 

If that be JIO, what folly ,for us to ... depend upon any- them, and took off their wheels, and overwhelmed them 
thing else 'but upon GQil! And if we have God then we in the sea, and brought out His people with a strong .right. 
can get things done. I say humbly, but to the praise of farm - 'some of i1Jhern woul1d !Say, "Wlbraot wa.s tJhat? Wih'at 
God that the very existence of this church this mo'rning was that?" We kno,w what it was. I. have s-aid again and 
as a congregation of people who believe. the Boo·k,· and again that I have not the'sli'ghtest diffic\llty in believing 

. who endeavour ·to abide by it~ teachings, the very exist- in the literalness of the pl,lssage throu'gh the Red Sea, 
ence of this church is itself' a vital evidence of the' truth .. becauFe I have actually been clean through the sea my· 
tnat God standsr~ady to bless Hi-s people. . self,! I know I have. You. talk about the chariot.s and 

-0 Jarvis St.reet people, more than ever ,before, let o!lr?orsemen of fire ro~nrlaboU't EI.i}ah - I 'have '~ad ~ ride 
. dependence be upon ·Go([! Well then, if that be so, that· m one of tho~e cha,nots. I kn~w what I aJll talkmg about.. 
no matter how we .preach, or .. how we teac'h, or how we I dO'pot need any boo'k to convmce.me of the supernatural- .. 
Sing, or how -we labour, or 'how we give our money, if it nes~ .of the Book. We· put. it ·to th.e test, and ~God has 
be· so that no matter how we endeavour to lead men to venfled every promIse that He has ever macje to ,us. 
Ohri;t, in the last anl,llysis, it is nothing -but -the touch He has fulfil!ed 'His word, 'anl} we are here this morning 
of God that saves men ,- if that be so, then what is the'. because God IS true. 
hi·g ,business of the ·chu·rch? The big business of the If any have wandered from Him will you corne back 
ch)lrch- is to petition ·God· for the exercise of that 'power, again? 'Shall we not all re'-dedicate ourselves to the serv
In other words;. prayer is more' important than preach- ice of 'God, and say, "I wiIl -b~ done with everyth ing else. 
ing. I do ngt belittle the importance of preaching; we I -wHl shut myseif up to God' alone, and declare before 
are to preach the Word. Blit first of aU we need to' heaven, and before the world, that '''my sufficiency is of 

.. 'pray. Some of you are regular attend;mts at one of the God". Then ·God wnI ,be glori'fied in the lives of His 
three prayer meetings - we 'have fou.r, ind·eed. There, people. . J 
is a 'great 'prayer meeting· on ~onday night. You Sun- - !' 
day .school workers come together then to pray, do you Let us pray: 
hot? Let me urge you in your conf.erence, to-morrow We thank Thee, 0 Lord, that 'Thou art with us all the days;. 
nirght and. every night, to give more tiine, more thought~ Bond this 'is one of them, so Thou art with' us now., We pray 
to prayer. The besot way to do 'God's work is to 'pray Thee to bless 'our simple meditation this morning, and, help 
b . . us that with' full purpose· of .heart we may cleave untol the 

ai out It: to 'pray that His power may energize; and any Lord. Bless u!! to-day. If there has been ahy,interruptjon 
method energized ·by the Spi:rIC of God \:Vill bring some- of co~munication between the soul and God, we' pray that 
thing. to pass,; while the. be,st me:.thod· without 'God will . that interruption may be broken, and that communication' may 
bring nothing to pass. When you do not know what else be restored .. Send us all away this' morning with the peace 

_ . to do, .pray - a~d when you think you do 'know what else of 'God itn Q.ur hearts, and with some experience of His power 
to do, pray~ Remember tha1t you are not competent even. in our lives. Help us to say about everything, the weight that 
to' think 'T.hat is true. You Sunday 'School' workers, would retard our progress and the sin that would cause us 
and the, .restof you, let Him think Your thin'kin'g is no to !!tuiilble in the way, God helping us, these things shall be 
good unless you think in line with the Book, and under .... laid aside; and we will cast o~\I,"selves"'afresh 'upon His mercy 

and His pow,er"llIII.d run with patience the· race s~t before us . 
• the ·guidance. arid illumination of the Holy Ghost. Thus Bless us we pray Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake, Amen . 
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. Romanism • In South· 
By Mr. Roland Patte~on, Missionary in Brazil. 

.Y 

~ugust'30, 1956'_ .. 

--. . 

'F· . OR 400 y;ars the' Chureit of ·ROme. had' an absolutely' ~ne of the saints. A ~omari, ~he~-·asked if she knew 
. free hatid iIi South America, without a competitor·,- that God was eternal replie~ that S'he did not kqow what. '- . 
and in, the main with th'e substantial backing of the' State. eternal meant. When explained to· her ·she replied" "He' 
The Pilgrim .Fathers went to North America' to obtain could not pe eterna'l 'beCause· everylbOdy had "to ·.be· Iborn." 

. religious freedom. They too~ their wives, famili~!} and' Wht;!n aSked. "When did God b,egin to exist?" she answer
Bibles. The .picture of Soutll-America is exactlfthe ed, "WODen He was' Iborn of .the Yirgin Mary,. because' 
opposite: Spanish and Portuguese colonists shamefully . Mary is the Mother 'of God." ',.' . -' . . 
HI-treated the natives of the land and reduced them to The ~oman 'Church in South America condones corrupt 
slavery. They weJ:e largely backed by .the Ro~an Catholic practi~s within its fold: The Indian descEmdanl:s of the 
Ohurch and received the blessing of the Church upon tribes which founded the great· Inca E,mpire' are only 
t~eir 'imRloraIity and' plunder. Catholic by name and the old superstitions remain. Teasts . 
·.The Roman ·Chu.rch has won for' herseif contempt and to the saints' ta~e· the place of the heathen festiva.ls of 

~ntaigOnism in politics"by her unscrupulous methoda. Sys- bygone· 'days, but they are no less.iheathen because of the ' 
tematicaUy and bitterly,' she'opposed every movement' to- . change of mime. The worship of a"multitude of images 

. ward 'civH, political or ieligio\.t-s 'freedom. In Brazil, ~or of ·saints :has taken the place of the cult of the Sun God. 
example; there is a democr~tic constitution ·in :sPlte o.f ,Whole ,vi1lages . unite for days at Ii tim~ in Indian feasts 

. Rome's opposition. The State - is separated' from' the - in a disma'l orgy of drunkennE!'ss in honour o{ sonie saint.. 
Church. In the Argentine· 'last year; j;here was Ii strong Thus the 'result of 400 years of Romanis~. . 
goverriment m<:>vement towards 'brea'king ,from Rome'~. ':l'here is to-day,' a rapidly growing· Evangelical move
shiiekles. Had it not been for the unwise !burning of sev- . ment in ;South America. It is 'said, for -example, that "the 
eral Patllolic IChurc~es, and thus .offendi~gthe feelings'" t>rog.ress of Protestantism in .~l'a~i'~ is' ime of the· great~ 
of the people; ex-President :reron'might hav;e succeeded. est .phenome~~ .of out.,g~neratIon. In~ the 1930 census . 

. ~ .• I· _. .' . . ,"'. 690,527 BrazIlIans descrIbed themselves as Evangelicals. 
, In re~ent tImes, ~ere have bee.n, protests an~: crl..es, fl'Opt I, I'll the. 1950. cen·sus the ~ig:ure, was 1,.657,524, By to~day, 
the "yatu:an ~causeof pe~secubon. of CatholIcs by Com- . the evangelica:l constituency .. has passed the two million 
mum~ts In Europe a?d, .GhIna. And yet the Church her- . mark. Communicant membership exceeda aha]! million; "
~elf In South ~merlca, has not scr~pled to empl?y the as does the number attendIng' 'Sunday School. .As there 
boy.C?tt a.nd, ev~ry form-,of .'~r~ecutI~n .. such as. vlolen~e are only five million practi~ini(l~()man Catholics, the fi,g-
a~~ l~p~.lso~ment. C~l0.mbla,ls a,n ex~~pl~ of t.hl~. . . . ures are even more .impressive. 'J!:vange]icals have in-

'Th~ priests. are :largely responsib'le for the s'hockihgly creased t!bree hundred- pel' cent. 'in twenfy years;' 'more 
low moral condit~ons or stan~a~ds by their extortionate . ~an twelve times the rate of ,popul~tion gl"owth." '(Ete~-
marria·ge fees and their 6~ immortlities. ·,The educated" nity:, March, 1954). . . . . 
and inteHigent classes have turned In. disgust .from such This awakening is largely due to th,e faithful Colpor
a travesty of .religion to absolute unbelief. An intelli.. tllge work done by, Evangelical,Ohurches. The fruits reap~ 
.gent· man told a missionary in Argentina who was try;'ing ed from the...selling of the SCriptures have :been abunda,nt. 
to·awaken in him a co~cern a'bout spiritua'l things - "Sir, '- ..;..,The Christian Iris1i/man 
we have been so miserably d'eceived ·and def.rauded by. this. . ". . .. , 
da'rhmible religion.that it will be 'a' long time 'before 'we' , ., 
can b,e expected to take any interest again in anything· - PAPAL lIYPOORISY? 
that bears·the name.of rel~gion.'~· _. {. .~. '. ' . . .. . 

. . vATICAN OITY-;-;-The Papalnundo to Italy said lack of· 
Sabbath deseC~ation is' encouraged by the priests if religious 'liberty in llussia precludes ,possibility of my.agree-

·only early mass· has been_.attE~nded. P·ublic games, 'feast_ment'bet,!een the SC)viet Uni~ a~d the Vatican. . - .. 
,ing, a~d social merrir,nent .~~ carried on._1Sacred names. The a:bov,e 'b.tilletin appea-i'ed ·In. one of tp,e 'local dailies" 
are ~~lo~ed. to 'be appJied .to common objects and c?m-_ on "AugusJ 27~. As we read· it, we could n~t...lielp b~t· feel 
merCla:1 affaIrs such. as The ~harm~cy of Jesus, ~'he Flsh- 'that it .should have 'appeared under .the· section' "Your 
monger of the Holy Mary, The Butcher 'Shop of the Holy Morning Smile". It seems extremely strange that .the 

'Sllirit. Lorry d.riv~rs .~a'int suc'!t-' ~ords across th~ front· . ·Roman I.Catholi(t'Chur~h, t:he persecutor of ·t'he . ages. and' 
·bumper as "MIl:Y St. Chrl'stopher gurde me." the resolute. opponent of reUgiou~ liberty; 'hypocriticaUy 
.. ,Rome's teaching i~ ·Marioiatry rather than Christian-· geclares'\ that there can. be no agI:eement- hetween the 
itY. On a t~blet heside the'door of the Jesuit Chu.rch in' . 'Vatican and Moscow because there is n~ religious liberty . 

, . Cuzco, '.Peru, 'there is an inscription in 'Spanish~"Conje· in Russia! It s,?unds as thougl} Rome begrudges 'granting 
to Mary all ye·· that labour and are heavy laden and i;he . the Soviet the privilege of 'persecution., Whicli she ,regards 
wiU ·give you. rest."1... In their 'Church~s filled with' im- '. ~s, her s~le prero~ative r ~. . . . , . 
a,ges,' the . i~age ,of Mary IS g·iven the ,place of honour, . " . '. .... 
while the ,image of Christ' is but .one among the'repre",' r" 

s~ntatives of many saints,' and often -in the 'least con- THE . PJ;..AC_E OF rRUE -·J,EAM.ING . 
Itpicuclu,! place' of all. Chris!>. !has been made One Who Learning may ibe u'sefuUy -~miployed; but if learning 
·repe}.s:'an~d'Mary the one'Wiho talt'tradt.s. " . ever forgets that it" must sit.at the feet of Jesus; it will 

He)"w-crude th.e ignoran'Ce of' ~he people can be ~e~ardihg be a curse instead' of a 'blessing: . It wHl I'aise clouds' and, 
.. our -·Lord ·may be gathered from the statement of a darkness, inste~d.of communicating iight t9 the world.:", .. 

B.z:azilian Catholic who s~id that Christ was,no more than . I.' 7ROBERT HOLDANE 
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The Kili,d 'of Laborers Wanted . , 

By C. H. Spurgeon 
, " ' " ' . " ' -: \ 

:wHAT kind of men does the Master nfean .. to use? They' Ever.y man is a hro'tiher of mine; he may be a, very bad' 
o must 'be 'laborers. The man wh-~ does ~ot:make hard' one, but -for all that I ,lov~him, and long to bring him 
work of "his ministry will find it very hara-'woI'k to to Jesu~. 'Christ's reapers must get among the wheat>'" 
answer for his idleness at the last great day: A gentle. Now, ~ what the laboul'er ,brings with him. It is ,a 

'. man who wants an easy life should never thinJc of occupy. 'sielde.' His commun'ications with the corn are 'sharp arid, 
. ,'ing the Christiiap. pulpit, he 'is out of piace there, 'and c;utting. H'e cuts ri'ght thrt?Ugh, cuts 'the corn down, and 

when he gets,there the only advice I can ,give him is -to casts it'on the 'ground. The man wl}om God means, to be ' 
, 'get' out of it as ,so~mas possihle; and if he' will ,not leave' a labourer in hishiiryest must not ,come with soft and 

, 'the 'position voluntarily, I call.to mind, the language of delicate ,words, and flattering "doc'trines 'concerning the' 
Jehu concerning Je,zebel, "'FHng her down'," and think the 'dignityof'h~man 'nature" and the ~cen.ence of self.help, 
advice applica:ple to Ii lazy n:!inister. An 'idler has no and of earnest endeavors to rectify o~r ]apsedcoIidition, 
,right'in tlie, pll:l-pit. 'He. is an ,instrument of Satan in, a~d the' H:k~. 'Spch meaIy.mot.ithedne~ may God: curse, 
,~amning the souls of ~en. The ministry '4emands brai~ for i! is tIb~,curse of'this,age. ,The honest pr~acher calls 
labor; the preacher must thrgw his tho1,lght into his a sin a sin, and a: spade a spade, and says to men,."'Y ou 
teaching; and read and', study to keep hi~ .mind in good are ruining yourselveJ'l; whil~ you reject Christ you are .. 
trim. He must not weary the ·people -by telling them th1! liviii'g on' the 'borders of hell, and ,ere long you .will be . 
truth iIi a stale; unprofitabie manner, with nothing f.resh 'lost'to' all eternity. 'There shalflbe:no mincing the mat. 
from -his' own soul to give force to it. ' Aibo~e' all, he must ter, you ~ust_ escape' frqm, the' wrath to 'come by faith 
put heart- wOl"k in~o his preae'hing. He must feel what he , in- Jesus,' or be driven forever f.rom God's presen~e, and 
preaches': it must never be, wi:bhhim an, easy thing to fr~m- all .h,?pe of joy." ThEl ,pl"eaQh~r must make his ser
deliver a sermon, he must feel as if he eQuId preach his. mons cut.' He -is not to ,file o,ff 1fue edge of l his scythe 
very Hfe away ere' the~ 'sermon is done. T,h'ere must be...- for fear ~it ,should. hurt somebody'. ,',The gos·pel is intended 

"'soul wo'rk in it, the ,entire man .m~at be stirred up t.o· to wound the conscience, and .to,go ,right thl'ough the 
, . effort, the- w!hple nature that -God h~s endowed him with h'ear~, with the design 'of' separating the soul from sin 
. must be coqcentrated with all its vigor upon the work in and self, as the corn is diyiiie4 from ,the ·soil. Our object' 

hand .. S,uch .men we want. To stand ,and "'rone out a ,.is to cut ,the sinner' righ~dow'p, for aU the comeliness of 
sermon in a kind, of articulate snoring to ,a people who the flesh must be ,slain, .a'll his glory, all his' excellence 

, - are somewhere between awake and.asleep must be wretch- must ,be wi'thered; and the man must be as one dead ere .. 
ed W6fk."I, wonder what'ki,nd of excuse' will ,be given by 'he can ,be saved, Ministers. who 'do, not' aim to eut dcep 
'some Dien 'at -last, for 'having ha'Pitually done this. 'J:o are not worth 'their salt. -God never sent the man whO 
promulgate a d,ry·creed, 'and 'go ove;r 'certain doCtrines, never troub1es men's consciences., Sucll. a man ~ay-be 
and .expound and enforce them logically, ibut never to deal an ass treaaing down tiie corn, but a reaper he' certainly 
witfu. men's consciences, n~ver to upbraid them for their i!! not. We want" faithful ministers; pray God· to send' 

, sins, never'to ten them of 'their, danger, never to invite them. " \, " ,. " ' , , 
them to a Saviour with tears and.' entreaties! What a, .- But then a laborer ,has only beguti when he cuts tiie 

. powerle,ss 'work is this! What will become 0,£ such preach- COI'n; much ,more is wanted. As, he cuts, he 'leis the com 
ers? God hnv'e mercy' upon tlbem! We wanqa:borers, not fall, on to his 'arm; and' then -he lays it along in I'OWS, but 
loiterers. We 'n~ed men on fire, and I beseech you 'ask afterwards he binds'it toget4{tr and makes it into bundles 
·God'to send them. The harvest never can be reaped by that it may be ingathered. So,the labourer whom 'God 
men wqo \yiU not latbor; they must .off with their coats sends ,into the field mus~ be a -gathering labot:er; he must 
and- go,at it in their shirt.sleeves; I mean they must. doff ,be one who :brings God's people togetl,ter, 'who comtorts 
their dignities and 'get to ·Christ's work as if·t'hey meant those that mourn, and picks up. from the earth those who· 
it, like reaI'lta,rvest men. 'They: must sweat ,at their wprk, were cut down :by' the Sharp 'sickle of conviction.. He 
for notliing in the harvest-,field can be'doI)e' without the must 'bind. the ·saints together; edifying them "in' their 
sweet of the face, nor in the pulpit w,j.thout t-he sweat of most holy faith. ' , 
the soul. Reme-nilber' also th~t the la:bourer's work is never done 

But :what kind' of la:borers are required? They must in. harvest time till he 'sees, the corn housed -, until ,it is 
-be· men who wiU go down into the wheat. You cannot' made into ~ stack or put intQ a b!1rn, hjs toi1,is not over; 
reap, wheat by stand-ing a do'zen yards oft and beCkoning ·and phe Chr.istian' mini~ter, if. God has truly anointed him 
to it: you "muEit go' up close/to the standing stalks; . to his work, never leaves cari:ng for 'so~ls,·tiH they' get, 
every ,reaper knows tiu~t. And you caimot move people's, to heav~n. He is like~'Mr. Greatp,eart, with Christiana 

. ,hearts,. and. ibring men to', Christ, by ima:g~ning yourself and Mercy, and tll.e children; he goes with them from , 
to -be a superior being who condescends wond¥fuHy'\vhen ,the 9ity of DestructiQi1, right up· to the .R~ver. Jordan; 
he shakes hands with a poor man. There is a ·very 'genteel and If he could he >would go through the river' WIth them, 
order of "preaching whIch is as ri-dicrilo'us' as 'reaping wit'll It is-his 'business to march in :front with his ·shield to 
a lady's ivorywhandied -pocket knife, with kid ~glo:ves on; meet the dragon~.and giants' with his sword, and ,protect 
and'I do not believe in 'God's ever ble,ssing it. -Get'among the 'little ones. It is, -his 'to-be tender to them, as a s'hep. 
the -wheat,'like men 'in earnest! -God's servants",-,Dught t~herd wi~h Ithe lambs and a nurse with he~'cl).ildl'~n,. for· ' 
feel that they are one with the people; whoever they are . he longs to present ilhem at the last to hIS Master and 
they should'>-love them, ,claim kinship with them, feel ghid s!ly, "Here am I; .and· the children that thou I hast given 
to see, them, and look the~ in the fac?"and say, Brother. me." ",'. . 
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. We are to''Pr~y to ,the.La.rd, for ids the ro;d's busi
ness.' Only the Lord C,!ln send us the ri'ght men. He has 
a right to send whom ~e pleases, for 'it is ·his pwn ha·r
vest, and a man may employ whom he wills in his own 
fields. It would' 'be a'll in vain to appeal .to any.body else. 

, It is of no use to appeal, t~ bishops to find ,us 'laborers .. 
· 'God alone has the ma:king of mi.n·isters, and the raising 

4P of true workers, and therefore the ·petition must !be . 
addressed to him. "p"ray, ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest." The Lord's prayer, in its first three 'petitions, 
contains this :prayer: '~Our Father which art in heaven, 

· hallowed be thy name. Thy \ kingdom come, thy- ~ilI he 
done, in earth; as it is in heaven.'" Doe§,'not that mea~, 
"Lord, send forth men -who may tea·ch· this world to ,haUow 
thy'name, that they tlliough thy Spirit'·s Ilower may be -
the means of rpaking thy 'kingdom c~me, and causing thy 
will to be done in earth as' it is in heaven." -We ought 
.to pllay continually to the great Lord of th~ haryest for 

--
/. 

, 

a supply of earnest la:borers. '. 
And do you notice the ex,pression.·used here, "that he . 

would seiul' forth labourers"? Now, the Greek is much 
more forcioble, it is that ,he_would push them forward, and 
thrust them out; it is the same word which is used fo·r 
the expu-Ision of a devil -from .!a man :possessed·. It takes 
great· power to 'drive a devil oilt, ,i1' win need equal power, 
from Goa to d·rive.~minister out,to his work .. 1 always 
say to young fellows who .consu'lt me ,about the ministry; 
"Don't' be a minister'if you can help it;" 'bes:ause, if'the 
man, can helip it, God never called him, but if he cannot 
help' it, and he must preach' 'or die,' then he~ is the man. 
May the Lord pUsh men put, thrust th~m" out: drive them 
out, and compel them to preach the gospel; for unless -they., 
preach ,by a divine compulsion, there will be no spiritual· 
compulsion in 'their ministry upon the hearts-of other:~. 
."Pray ye tnerefore' the Lord of the har.Vest-;- that he 
would thrust out la;borers into his harvest." ..... 

/ 

·WHAT IS _ THE PROMISE? 
WHAT ARE: THE PROMISES? 

.·By a Maritime Reader 

Any article that_{~erits the' commen.dation of Dr. C. D. Cole, ou~ (~steem~d 
as~ociate editor, is' afforded a warm welcome in the pages of this paper. Although 
it is" ou~ pOlicy to accept very few' contributed articles, Dr. Cole Jtas- suggested. 

\ that the-tollowing contribution from a. Maritime reader is an informativs:-and 
profitable discU;sion of Biblical truth. 

, \ 

.", 

, . . , - - ( 

In the followin.g article Mr ............ , .. discusses helpfully and 
interestingiy "the promise" of God to the patliiarchs. He 
regards ~'the Promise" as being three-fold, eon.sisting of the 
"resurrection," tire "possession of the land'~, and "Everlast
ing life." 

We agree that the promise of God to Abraham and his seed 
will find ultimate fulfillment in pe!;,sonal perfection.in 'the 
resurrection, and that the beneficiaries. will be the spiritual 
s!!ed, wlto are denominated "the/ children of prom'ise." with
out regard, toraeial 8IIId fleshly' distinctions. In Heb. 11:39, 
40 we are told that the Old Testament saints obtained a good 
report thr~ugh faith, but died without receiving the promise, 
that is, the thing promi~ed which is perfeetion. All saints 
of t~e past, present, and future a,e to be perfected together 
when the Lord retums to be glorified in -His saints and to 
be admired in all themi that believe. The glorification of the 
saints ·will be to the glory, of their Redeemer, and reveal what 
a wonderful Savjour we have in the Lord Jesus Christ.- . 

" _ C . . D. COLE -A'S WE re~.d. the . Epistles of Paul to the v;:trious groups 
of the elect ones, we are struck :by the number of 

occasions on which he .refers.,t-o "the I promise", or "the 
'promises", and iby the' importance and value which the 

'- Apostle, seems to be placing I,lpon this subject. Yet when 
• we try to investigate the meaning of his references to 

this' subject,. we find there are apparently no clues as to 
just exactly what is the nature of the, promise, or when 
it was given.-We do know of course, th{lt va·rious prom
ises .or assurances w~re given to A:braham, Isaac aild 
Jacob,. the fathers of the israel race, but :Paul does ·not 
l!pecifically mention, in .his epistles, to which he refers. 
as lot-he pl'omis~". H~weve-l',_-U1e lack 'ot-any explanation 
by. 'Paul, to his brethren, should lead' us to 'believe that 
they were ·perfectly- familiar with· the meaning' of "the 
:pl'omi~e", and .that Paul wassjmply urging the brethren 
to const.antly rememb.er. the promise; a'nd to ,rejoice' in its 

value. to. them. Tliere ca.!J be no' possible douM that Paul 
. knew the anSWer to this question, and that when teach- -
'ing the various assemblies, he. had thoroughly instructed. 
them in the matter. . 

. When we ref~r to Gruden's Conco·rdance on the word 
"Promise", we find that he states ,that it refers t.o the 
promise of the coming Qf the !Mes.siah. However', this ex
planation is not very satisfiYing, 'because when Paul was 

(writing his epistles, the' Messiah had already ar,rived and 
departed, and so why wou1d he then refer~to sucll a ·prom
ise? As he himself says in his letter to-the elect at 
Rome, "What a ,man secth why dpth he yet hope for"? 
Reference to. various 'other corpmenta.ries ,brings the same 
result. There must be some 'other answer to this mat
ter and it is' just as valuable and: Vital, to us in our day, 
a·s it was to the believers in ··P.aul's day .. What- is. the 
promise? The writer .would like to give his answer .. It, 
wi'll ·be.·remembered that, in the Acts of' the Apostles, it 
is recorded that Paul wl(l!- the victi-m of considera·ble per
secution by the Jews. We learn that they caught Paul in 
the Temple, and· interfered with his preaching. He was 
thrown ouf ot the 'Temple, and mOre than once beaten 
with many stripes. Once ·he was stoned' and no dou'bt left 
for dead. It is recorded. that ~certain Jews made a 'vow . . \ 
that they would not eat until they hl\!! ·put Paul to ,!eath, 
~and they lay jn wait for him, :but Paul was directed into 
a-nother way. All this wou'ld seem to show that Paul's 

. doctrine and teaching were extremely discomforting to . 
them. Finally, it will be_remembered they had PauLim
prisoned 'by the Roman authorities, and he appeared be
fore Felix to answer the chafge~ made against him. Late·r 
he appeared -before. Festus, and ,finally ·before King 
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Agri·ppa. In the 2&th_ Ohapter of Acts, we-are' told ,by 
LU'ke the writer, of Paul's statement in his defense on . 
that occasion. Such a fun account of the stat.ement indi
cates. its importanoo. Paul-tbld Ag·rippa· that, he was 
"accused of the Jews for the hope of the promise made 
of God. unto the fathers". It is quite likely, and indeed 
highly p'robable, tha.t at this point Agr.ippa %pade a ges
ture of incredulance, and perhaps uttered a remark. of 
{"idi~ule. However, it is recorded that P!lil t~en asked 
him, "Why should: it be thought a thing incredible with 

'you, 'that God should raise the dead"?·It seems that Paul 
'was saying in effect, that Resurrection was the pljbmise, 
and. that it 'was 'because of 'Ms hope of Resurrection, and 
its accompaniments, that he wast :being persecuted. It 
will further :be noticed that Paul also said, "Unto which 
promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and 
night, ·hope to come." 'This statement is surely proof 
th!;lt the 'promise, was not the sending of the Messiah, 
that it had not yet ,been fulfilled, but was someth~ng sti)l 
future. . 

It remains to trace the .promise to its source, and to 
show that it was reallY' three promises in onGe - all made 
together at' the same time, aU related and in harmony 
with each, other, and all absolutelY necessary to ma·ke the 
whole complete. As Paul says, the :promises' ",ere made 
unto the fathers, that is, A'braham,_Isaac and J~cob, and 
w.e notice that in GEm. 12 A'bram is called out of Ur of 
the Chaldees. and 'is commanded, "(kt thee out of thy 

~ country, and from. thy kindred, and. ,from thy' father'S 
house, unto a land that' 1 wiU show thee." At that' time 
he was given only 'some assurances of a 'general nature. 
Later in the chapter we learn 'of his a,rrival in the land 

. of Canaan,of his going into Egypt, and 9.f his return 
to Canaan, Lot being ·still in 'his company, thus showing 
that Ab!am had not yet satisfied the cond.ition of,separat
-ing himself from his 'kindred. In ·Chapter 13 'y. 7 w.e 
learn of the 'strife ·between the ·herdsmen of A:bram and
Lot, which ;brought ahoiit the reqliired separation, so 
that all the commands were now obeyed. It is'then re
corded·in-v. 14, "Lift up now thine eyes, an«! look from 
the ,place where thou art no·rthwar-d,' and southwa'rd and 
eastward and westward; fOT all the. larid whi.ch thu·/J.. 
seest, to thee will I give it and to thll seed for ever." 
At first glance there seems nothing unusual in this 
promise, and 'We might suppose that the subsequent occu-

'. pation of·Canaan by· the people of Israel, the chosen peo
ple, from the time of 'Joshua, to the time of Zedi'kiah, was 

. the fulfiUment of the promise. But it was not so, and 
"a careful analysil'! of the' statement will show that the' 

fulfiHment of.the promise is still 'future. 
We should notice three points -
1. :The. statement did not say that the gift bad been' 

rna-de, or that it was then being 'made, but that ·it was 
to be made:-in the future. .. 

2. The statement .did not say that the gift ·would be 
made to Abraham, nor that it would be made to the seed; 
but that -it would be made· "to thee and to thy seed". 

3 .. The gift, when made, was one which would. !he pos
sessed "for ever". With further r~erence to ·point 1, 
it seems certain that .A:braham well understood that "the 
land"· must :be regarded a.s an inheritance, and ,not as a 
possession, 'and the writer' to the Hebrew·s says ~'he lO'o'ked 

- for a city which hath 'foundations, whose bu·ilder and 
maker is God." Later on Moses made many refeI:ences to ' 
1Jhe land. as an inheritance, and· in this attitude he was 
followed by Joshua, David and Solomon. When the won-

derftil Temple was built and completed by Solomon, it is 
recorded that there was a great gathering of the Elders 
of' Israel therein, and in the Prayer offered 'by.Solomon 
on thIS o~casion, it is recorded in 2 Chron. 6 :27, that he 
referred to "Thy -lan'tl, which Thou hast given unto Thy 
people for an inheritance".' , 

With reference to Point 2, The seed- of course is not,the 
physical seed, 'but the .spiritual ·seed, that is, "~ll them 
of'like faith with 'fa·ithful Abraham". It is quite clear 
that Paul wrote obis epistles to "the elect ones",' and that 
when he reminded them of the .promise, .... he 'was reminding 
them who' were "of the'faith". In some future day, when 
Abraham and hIS !;Ie~d experience Resurrection, and ap
'pear together' before the Lord:. the gift of the land_wiH 
,be finally made; and the "Inheritance" will 'become the 
"possession" of A:braham and his seed. It can only be' 
done -by means of :Resurrection. There IS no other way, 
arrd so the promise was actually a promise of Resurrec.: 
tion to this/group. ' . '. -

As to Point 3, tbe gift of everlasting life ~s necessary 
to enjoy the everlasting possession of the land. The three- .. 
fold promise then was ~ "Resurrection", "'Possession of' 
the land", and "Everlasting life". If A'bram did. not fully 
understand the prom,ise at the time it was given, we may 
be quite sure that the revelation was' co.mpleted du'ring 
his association with Melchisedec, and that -the complete 
revelation was passed down to h;i's son Isaac al).d his~ 
grand~on Jacob, and. to the ·generations which followed· 
them. 

As we know;, the Jews, sometimes erroniously referred 
to as Israel, were merely a very-tiny part of Israel, num
'bering about 42,000; 'whereas the ml;1in body of Israel . / ~ 

numbered many hundreds of .tl'iousands. The Books of' 
Ez.ra and N ehemia·h tell of the return of the Jews to 
'Canaan, and of their rebui'ld·ing of the wall of Jerusalem, 
Nowhere in these\accounts is there any reference to their 
regarding ~e land as an inheritance .. They ,wanted it 
as Ii possession, witpout any consideration for their fel
lows-of. the "ten lost trilbes", so called. . Their descend
ants in. 'Paul's day had the same desir,e, and this was the 
nature of their quarrel with Paul. .\ . 

o 

Booklets About Jehovah's Witnesses • / 
, I 

We would· draw the attention of our readers to the notice 
of the special price on the ,booklet "Russellism or Ruth
erfordism" by Dr. T. T. -Shields. This' 72 pa'ge publica- I 

tion is attractively printed on high quality paper' and." 
contains five chapters of ~ocqmented material dealing 
with the unscriptural teaching Qf' this industrious cult. . 
Order a num'ber of these to d.istriobute and to put in the' 
hands oJ hose 'who are attracted by the Jehovah's Wit-
neeses. '. 

"Whither Bound?" 
Thousands Of copies of the -smaIl booklet, '~The Cana
dian Council of Churches ~ Whither Bound?" have. 
been dJstributed by' Christians across ·Canada. The 
demand was so great that· tw.o prin"tings were ex
hausted and' we' have ordered five thousand more 
copies. If you desire soine for distribution, '-send 
your order today. They are offered fre,! of cost 
althol,l~h. all donatipns are· gratef.ully received. 
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IRISH BAPTIST ·IN ·JARVIS STREET' , , 

'/ ' 

. - I 

ST.i\ND WHERE THE FIRE HAS BEEN 
'A dry- sunny day' it had lieen, away in America, with 

a gentle 'breeze', and everything w~olng on smoothly 
in the log hut·; the smaU<patch of corn in front had just, 
been gath&-ed. '.As the 'own~rs of the land ·g.azed co~tent-

, edly over the -'long, wav,ing prairie grass for some IIliles 
.. HOllIMAN 'POiTER IM:P. beyond, they looked Il:pon their 16t in life with undisguised, 

Mr. No~man ,Porter, a member of th'e 'Parliament ~f satisfaetion. After a hot day, the ibreeze had freshened .. 
Northern Ireland, wiI'1 ibe the' guest ·,preacher at. the serv- SuddenlY a" long dark cloud was seen' upon ,the horizon, 
ices in Jarvis Street Baptist Chureli'on :Suilday:-,Septe~- followed almost immediately by a lurid 'gIare;',Mile,s and 

" " ber 9. Mr. Porter, Whb is a .Baptist, is a leader of the - mBes away frotn the little settlement, 'but none the less 
'evangelical ,protest against the encroachments of. Rome horrifying to the ·inhabitants, '\Vho, even if" they had 

. in· his own-country. . ' never seen it before, could not be mistaken in the awful 
Readers' are aske.d to 'keep this date in mind, :and to sight"; and With anxious,IQok'i3 the word went round, "The 

watch the Saturday papers for his topics.: . praide's on fire!." Yes, there .it,'was>bearing. down upon_ 
.". J them, coming just in their .direction . 

. All soon. saow:, that' with such a wind, 'which had now 
. T!JE GLORIOUS CONQU:ERQR' increased to a-lmost 'a gale, and with grass ·and pra.iri~ 

ehrist ~as forever overcome all His ,foes, and divided grass very~d,ry by the day's hot sun, their narrow fire
the spoil upon the ibattl~field, and now, even at ·this 'day,1 . break was simply useless :before stich a furious and gal
is He enjoying the weIl-earri'ed reward· of His fearful loping fi,re' - 'little short of a roaring-furnace coming 
stru'ggle. Lift up.your eyeS' to .the 'battlements of -Heaven along eig.ht Or ten miles an hour. What could. stem it? 
-the great metropolis of God. The pearly gates, are wide N.~thing_:':""" si~ply nothing. I 

.: open, and·the,city shines with· her jeweled walls, like a 
orideado.-n,ed' for her hUSband. Do you see the ari~els 

- crowding to the battlements? At last·there is heard the 
, 60Dlg IOf a trumpet, Ialld ttlhe ooge1s ihur:ry ,to 'Illie ,~tes -
Itlh.e ~y of 'lbhe _I"edeemed. "The dhurdh of Ibhe IfinJt

. 'born" is approaching the city. Hark to .the shout of 
. acclamation! "Behold· the LOrd cometh with ten thousands 

of .His .l58ints." Hearken to them as they en'fer .. Ev;ery 
,orie -of them waving his helmet in the air, cries "Unto 
Him that loved -us,~and washedJus fl"Om" our sins in His 
blood, unto Him ,be honor, and glory, and domlnlon, and 

. power, for ever and ever." 

Mark the .heroes as they march along the 'golden streets, 
evenrwIleremeetin'g an' enthusiastic welcome -fl"(nn the 
angels w)1o have 'kept their first estate. On, on they _po.ur~" 

. those countless ~legions ...;.. was there ever ~su-ch a spec-
tacle? For four' thousand years streams on the army of 

, lOhrj~~ Il"etteemed. Bult -see! He comes. I see His !i.ID. .. 
mediate herald, clad in a ·garment. of camel's hair, and 
'a leathern ,girdle about his 'lo~ns. 'J.'1he Prince o{the :house' 
01 Pavid is not far behind. - Let every 'eye '!he open. He 
comes! He comes I He comes! It is Chr.ist 'Himself .. Lash 
the 8now-whi~. cou~ers up the everlasting hills. "Lift u'p 
·your heads, ·0, ye gates, and be ye lifted u'p, ye everlast-

. 'ing dpors, that the Khi'g of Glor.y may come in." ~ , 
. ~SPliaQ.EON .. 

... 
. It is. highly sinful to ibanqy}!ompliments at the expense 

,of truth.. '. I -

- ,-. -ROBERT HO.L!>ANE. 

'(\ 
. I 

Those who live' in the regions of the wild prairies, know 
weH that there is only: one lway - onIy one· means ·of 
salvation, -from the face Of·the awfi.d foe as we have"lbeen 
describing. Thank 'God, there is one way of- escape, and 
this is ',given to man only~ : no .animal can o·btain "the 
'deli,verap,ce. " - ~ ./ 

,A man, by a match,·ju·st'ta1i:es'some of 'the same purs~-
. ing eiement, fire, and 'lights .. the long d,ry 'grass at his 
feet. As. swiftly;' this new f,ire .flies ahead, consuming . 
aU before-it; and before the' great' fire 'comes up, he.' 
walks' on to, the 'blackened ground, Where all has a~r~ady' 
been corisumed.· He is 'safe; 'when -the fire comes' up to 
this' spot, ito; finds' not~ing ~eft t'!., ~onsufue{ and so it ca~. 
not touch hIm.; and WIth hIm, perhaps .t1touslinds $)f am • 
mals, almost ,breathles!\, irush'in there and stand). !lafe, 
quite safe; for. the fire hav-int gone o\rer) that place once: 
cannot again do so. Tiruly, one understands the oft-re
peated words, "S~nd where :the fi~e ~as been:" 

'This is 'but -a poor' picture of the 'Great' Day when the ' 
t~rrible fire of God's wrath COmes. ,Yea;' and it .is soon 
coming along.- Pity you may, 'tlre' one Who is not then 
"standing where the' fire'has been:" ',1 

lSimple as it is fOl;" a man to take'a ~atch lind light the 
. grass ahead of him, and then "stand where the fire, has 
. been," ':....., so simple'it is to sh~lter und.er the fin~hed 
work of, Christ. God spent tlie fire of His judgment on 
Hi's beloved :Son, and now· He :has pledged a present and, 
eternal security; to any who -tVill t~ke thei-r 'place 'in Him, . 
ta:ke refu'ge ~nthe .one who bore on the tree thE!,I.sen.tenc.e 
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for US" ,"God so lov~d the world.that He',gave'~~s'oniy 
begotten -Son" that whosoever believeth in Him should 
~ot perish, but 'hav,e eV,erliisting Ufe." . , . 
, '\Ink! If 'God's wrath 'has failen 'upon your Su,bstitute, 

,can it ever fall. upon you? Friend, "stand where the' fire 
has been." , 

, . 
-Th'B TratJ6ller'8 Guide 

BAPTIST CHURCH BUILDINGS BURNED IN 
, COLOMBIA . , 

, , ' 

Tihe cJlUrch of La Elvecia in A}1b~nia (Caldas Pepart
ment) and its adjoining manse were burned, 'and com
pletel.y destroyed by fire early'Monday morning, Jub~-16, 
1956. An lunddenltiified. ,g,roup of men sltiartted ltihe fire 
a,bout ,3.00 ~.m. with the aid of gasoline-soaked mattresses. 

The oon~ of !Ja Elyecia numbers ~ui 45 bap
tized members and lias an average attendance of about 
lQO. It belongs to the Colombian Baptist Convention' 
which is affiliated' with the SOuthern Baptist Convention 
of the United States. The pastor is tiJle Re~. Valentin 

".. B~rgano. _The churCh ~as constructed in 1951 and wa's 
valued at about 20,000 pesos. _ 
, Fanatical :OathoIi;cs fired shots ,into the church three 

, we$s before the ,burning. when the'Inspector' of Police 
was informed, he aQ,vised the pastor to leave ,town, and' 
said that,he would- not take further responsibility for the 
!,>alety of the chu~c1i. -, , . "'\ 

(Evangelical Pre88 Semce of ColOmbo) 

::;. UNBELJEVING BmLE CRITICs? 
It lias 'become common, even among Christians, to speak 

. of the' critical interpretation' of scripture.as requi:dng 
little,or nothing more thaB-mere scholar-ship; and ,many' 
seem to su'ppose that the office-of a critical and that of 
a' doctrinal interpreter are 'so-widely different~ that a 

, man may be a safe and useful 'critic who has no reli$h 
for the 'grand truths of the 'Bible. There camiot be a ..... 
more lamentable delusion, or orie 'more cakulated to dese
crate the character and O'pscure the majesty of the Word 
of 'God. To suppose that a man may rightly interpret the 
Scri,ptures, whHe he is ignorant of the truths of the Gos
pel, or disaffected to,some of its grand fundamental doc
tr-ines, .....:... to imagine that Ithis can be to him a useful or , 
even an innocent occupation, - is to regard these scrip-

, tu,res as the'production of ordinary mEm, treating of sub-' 
jects of ordinary importance, instead of, coniaining, as 
tney do': the Message of' the Most liitgh God, revealing 
life or death to every '8'oul to whom they come. 

:-- ~RoBERT HOLDANE (in 1935) , 
, I 

/' 

,Bible School LessonJOatliIie , . ~. 

VoL 10 Third, Quarter Lesson 11 - Sept~bc!r 9, 1956 

OLIVE L. CL.lRK, Ph.D. (Tor.) ", 

, 
"' / THE POTTER AND THE CLAY 

- , , Lesson Text: Je~iah 18:1-1'1:. ' " , ' 
THE NEED FOR COMPASSION ,', • Golden Text: "Behold, as the Clay is in 1fu.e potter's'hand, so .... 

, I.., '-.. ~.' ' are ye in mine ihand, 0 ihouse of ISTael."--'Jeremi8h 18:6. 
'A compaSSIonless ChrIstianIty <kIfts into ceremonial- ' ~ .. ' 

'ism and formalism. Our ,greatest neelnow i'B for a, com- I. ,The IlluStration: verses 1-10. 
passionate, le~dership . in ,the ,~ristian movements of '.Dhe Lord is s.oV;~ in His ~eth'Ods of re~a1ing His will 
the world. Every niche of this lost' world needs th t<? men. Th~ _ :SCnptures 'l"ecoM'lbhat sometimes He spoke 

" . . . .' • . e dlrec11ly to 'His servants ('Exod. 33:11; Deut. 5:4), sometimes 
mlnIst~1- of ~ '~lr~d, saul, iburnmg and shmmg ,with the inci1ree'bly through ..... dreams: '(/Matt. 1:20), and:, 1!Otl1etimea 
zeal and convIctIon pf a conquering 'gospel. Spiritual dry 'thr9UJgh oIbjeet lesSons -(Jer. 1: 111-14; 18:1-11;' 24; 32:E!-15, 
rot is worse for the churches of Je~us Christ than, the 42~44; :Ezek. 37:1'5-22). On;this o~sion 'Jeremiah, was sent 
plagues were for Egypt and the simoon's' are for the to the potter's house that he .iIMg'h~ !Jee :and he~ ~e iWord 
'S h' ••• '.. '.. of ,the Lord; he was to Tecelve dl'V'me mst~on 1Ihrough 

,a !1ra. Many ,a mU?-lste~ IS on-a treadmtll, markmg tIme, eye-gate, as iWell as through ear;gate. ,.:...,' , 
drymg up, not earnIng hIS saU, b~~ause ~e has nOlJ1assion " Customs iJi ,the. Eastern landS clllWge SloWly, ,ahd it is pas
for· souls 'and no pO,wer 'fo,r effectr~e serv'lce. May ou,r God 'silble tha.t 1ihe Iirocess of ma.lcing 'Pottery, as Je:;niah' 88/W' it, 
kindle holy'fires 'of evangelism in all churches and, pulpits resemibled ,that Of later years. The ,prepared' clay was ,mixed 
Where such is needed ' - wDth a powder; then placed in a lump' on a smail'l revoLving 

. , '" stone, the JD,ovement af the stoilIes m the frame (verse 3, " 
.,--L. R. /~ARBORQUGH mal'g,inat. readling for ''lWheeIs'' is "frame,s") being regUlated 

'-===================:::::;'1 by the f~t of the potter. The, craftsmen deftly shalped the .. vessel: ,with !hi'B !hands as it revolved. -

,THE' DOCTRINE OF, EL~CTION I , 
..... e.O.COLI \, 

, "0.. .. ~ T .... ieplllt"lIIer; , 
, .-' 

A first cia., 24-page booklet on tt.is basic 
~ptur"', truth. The ,W we ......... ,. 
on .... subled of electfon. ,Ord., OM for 
yourself end 10.... for, ChrIstI.' end 
stud .. , 

T _ncents .ech: ,~ for e dotter Ord. frOm:, 

THE 60SPEL WITNess 
130 6~ ShMt W, Toi'onIo .... . , . 

, Although !this illustrative teaclrlng was 'given primarily for 
tJhe natioJII of "Israel (verses v-l~), !lllany [essons !for ~e 
individuld !lllay !be lea.rn~: ~n the iP.:Otlter'S house. ~ . ". 

The collitinuoll'S ereative aclii'Vity of our God is seen' in .the 
statemeDlt, "He wr011Jght a /Work 'on the wheels (or fr8lDles)." 
;Clhris.t said', ''!My Father 1Vorkeih.mtherto",d I work" (John 
5:17). Just as the potter !had a 'Plan: in :rna !lllind for ,the 

, ,shlllPe, size and' use of the clay vessel, JiJO ih'llS our 'Heavenly 
Father a design for Jt~e posiotion, and ministry of every one 

, of His children (1 !Cor. 12:6--12): 'The potter hild ·,the ability 
to exeeUJte his' plans, and liltewise, 0~1" God' h'IUl pOM!r Jto direct '" 
nations-and individ'u8ils aCcording 'to 'Ips:OIWJl 'Purpose (Eph. 
1:5). ' , I, 
, The Divine Potter is limi>bed, in a m~er wlhic1;l we' cannot 
understand~'1by the material w~th wlb'iclt He, works. His active,.' 

, directive wllq may !be opposed 'by the individual, w.hom He has~ 
,endowed with the ~wer of!f~e cl1oioo. In Ithat ease, the indi
vidual is 'Under tHe permissive will of God. 'rnle' vessel was 
marred in't:he hands of the 'Potter. 

It tWas entirely the fauiJJt of the clti.y thSlt,th.e master's first 
plan lWas frust,ralted. Clay, iUustraItes :!lllan, in tha:t -it is of 
earthy com'P0sition (Gen. 3:19; Job 10:9; 1 Oor. 15:47; ~ Cot. 
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4:7; 5:1). It can be used only 'after' it '!has !been ground, see the. pardoning grace of o"ilF'"God. He c'an a:-nd' does restore 
s'oftened,and made tracltalble (Jdb 23:16; Psa. 34:1~; 51:17; and' reclaim the one w,ho .has failed Him, ibut who ,hal! re- \ 
Isa. ·5'7:15) .. Lumps were broken up, and :the tex,ture was turned to Him 'in repentance (,Psa. '5~:12; Jonf!.h 3:1, 2; JO'hn 
made f,ine .by' ,pressure, or iby striking :the clay against a 21 :15-'1'7): . "'-
hard object, :all! iUustration of ltJhe value 'Of a.ffli~tion !in the ..... The Apostle Paul feared' thalt ihe mi!gtht ibecome'a caSltalway, 
life of .... t1!e :Christi-an ({Psa. 119:67, .71, 75; Rom. 5:3-5; ~ Cor. or a person disl8lppz:oved (1 .'CGr .. Q:27). -'This ealllll.ot mean 
12:9). The IOhl'istian who issu'bmissirve in the hand of the that he feared that the 'Would be lost, sinee that 4s riot pos
Lord is' the one 'who wiN more readHy Ibe conformed .to His . ,sible, accol'ding ,to tlie 'S'CTiptures (John 3:16; 10:28, 29), for 
image (,Rom. 8:29; 12:1, 2; 1 lf1hess. 1:6). We are dn ;His one who has trUly ibeen'born 'again. The picture !behind iffue 
hands (Psa. 31:15; 'Lam. ,4:2), and-,j,t is lawful fo:r Him ·to Greek word ~I11 '1 'Cor. 9:27 is thalt 'Of a'Clay vessel 'Or utensil 
do ,what He wHl wi,th~'lIis 'own (Isa. 64:8; 'Matt. '20:1'5; Rom. which has ~beeome eraJclked or'lDroken, and is put temporarily 
9:20-24).'· on the she'lf. It is not:thr:0'rn ,away as useless, !but is kept. 

Some flaw in th~ clay Ltself, -htbherto undeteoted', or the pres- for the,s'ame or for another purposg,. 'Pieces of p'O'ttery- were 
ence of some f'Oreigtruoiljoot'Wou'ld cause tD:evessel to be marred used as writing mwterial, or for carry>in'g water .. In 'anciem 
as it was suJbje'cted to the movement .of the wheel or to. the PalestilW Ithe c1hildlren 'Of ,the poor used' 1\;0 'go to the ,puJblic 
pressure 'Of :the. potter's f,ingers. Pe~han'Ce l\;Ihe c,lay did· not ba~eries with such fragments,' iruto 'W.hiclr \1Jhe ibaiker' 'Would 
have sufficienlt c()lhesive 'properties, that !i'V'ailed .to ,respond·to put a few em:bel's and 'COafs for them Ito ca'lTY home to 'heat 
the moulding process. 'ISecret sins ,and' compromise with evi1. their ,meals" ('Isa. 30:14)'1 - _. .' 
ani factors IWh'ich ibring aJbout the failure of" the Ohristian The Looo revealed to Jeremiah His on purposes conlCerning 
sometimes when exposed' to triaL The Lol'd's vessels are Israel, 'as illUsl\;rated in the destiny of ibhe marred vesseL He 
being sihaped 'by His Prov,idential.dealings with ,them (2 Tim. had created Is'raeI for His' own glOTy (Isa.' 43:7; 49:3), but 
2 :·20, 21'). The disciplines 'Of 'life wHI expose 'any iniherent their sin, disobedience and' relbetlli~n d'Own J!Jhrou.'gh the years. 
,weakness: ISomeone ,has 'compared life ,to 'a ,grindIng stone, had prevented' ,this purpose from ibeinlg fully re~ized (Isa. 
which grinds down or pu'lishes up the ind~vidual, aecol'ding'" 48:12-19). They w:el'e now in His hands (Psa. 138:8; Isa. 60~ 
'to the material of whiCh ~t.is made. The t'l"ia'l whic'h !breakp 21). 'Should they continue their po'licy o~ s,tulbborn resistance 
one man may make another: to His wiH, the' impending judg.meJ¥l; 'Would_ faU u'l)on them 

'l'he vessel 'w!hich,nas ibeen. properly m'Olild'ed isgloazed,and (Jer. 18:15-17; 19:10, 11; '30: 22"24). Should' they repent; 
then baked' ,till ·har<f The heat of 1ilie fire 'Wiltl not 'hurt the jUSotice would' be seasoned' wilth mercy (Jer. 30:15-17; Jon. 
vessel, ibut the direct names 'Would' ('Is'a. 43:2). When! Ibein'g -~:19)' { , 
'baked, the artiel'es are enclosed in '!'al'lger vessel,s of baked· . ~ail~ Bible :~Readings . ( 

. f,ire-:clay to protect them and ,to .disltri'bute the heat more Sept. 3-The SovereIgn Pof:ter ................................. Rom.,9:18-33 
evenly. Israel ,was chosen 'intlhe furnace of affliction '(Isa. Sept. 4-W'e .. are ,1ilie Olay .................................. : ................. Isa. 64 
48 :10). Our tlirves 'are hid! 'with IOhri~' ·in 'God ('Col. 3:3); 'We Sept. 5-Ve~sers in the .Furnace .. , ............................ Isa. 43 :1-13 
are' safe in Him, ;no mSJtter h'ow hot the fUl"J'lIace of affli'c-tion . Sept. ,6-Vessels Chosen in Af.fliction .................... Isa .. 63:7-19' 
may:be ('ba. 6'3:9; ,Dan. 8:25). Sept. 7-V~sels that ar~ 'Marred ........ ~ ................. Isa. 48:9-19 ' 
II Th W ". '11 17 Sepit. '8~Vesse'ls 'Pu~ged 'and ,Re()laimed ............ 2 Tim. 2:20-26 

• e armng. verses - . Sept. 9-Vessels-'ReJec:ted .......................... : ........ : ................ Jer. 19 
What of :the fate of the marred vessel? The d\{aslter has ,the • ~ .. 

'soverei'gn rl!giht to "'hoose whether it 'shall IDe broken,in pdeces .. "Suggested Hy~s - • 
'like 'a f.ragile jar (Psa. 2:9; lsa. 30:14; 41:2'5; Jer. 19:1, 10-15; Have Thine own way, LOl'd. 
Rev. :2:17), or'lW'hether it shaH !be rejected 'as useless (Jer. We worship ,thee,sweet 'Will 'Of God •. 
13:7, 9), or whether it sh'aill.ibe reclaimed. in this instaIi~e. My times are in 'Dhlne hand. 
the 'potter. Itook i·nto his hand's, th:e imperfect jar, crushed it lam Thine, 00 'Lol'd·. 
again ,jnto a shapeless lump,retu.J:"lled' ,it to !his wiheel a.nd. Take my life, and [et it be. 

, fash'inned i.t anew/accol'(~}ing ,to lI'is own des-ire. 'Herein we' I God m9ve~ in a mysteri'ous way. 

I . 

FRE.E! F,REE! FREEr 
. .... \ . ...'.' ,.,\ '. . 

w,JtiJ:J2 fD~, fDA 1M qumdiJ:.IJ .lJDll UPl ;au 

The Canadian Councj;1 of Churches ~'WHITHER SOU·NO? 
..... 
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,A - 12-page Booklet by the Editor of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. 

We challeuge the Canadian ~ouncU of ChUrches 
to. deny ita contents. ' "., -. .. 

• -. I 

• Every Chrietian 'in Canada ahould read it! 

Place this valuable information in the hands of every' Christian you knOw'- . 
Especially would we urge' you to distribute copieS· to Cliristians who 
belong to member denominations of the Canadian Council of ChurChes.' 

Ordsr /rom: THE GOSPEL' WITNESS . 
130 . Gerrard SL E.,' TOrODto -2, Ontario 
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