. An- Anni'Versary:

.Sermon—\p 3

- Can Roine Be Stopped?—p. 8

Canadlan Baptlst Decries “Dlsumty —p. 9

Profitablé Reading—p. 11

@he (!énxqwl ﬁﬁélltnwz

Iﬂ rotestant Ahnm‘ate

Authorised ds Second Class Mail, Post Oﬂco Depcr!non!. Ottawa

-

-

Vol. 35, No..18"

ing advantage.

130 Gerrard St. E., TORONTO, AUGUST 16, 1956

Whole Number 1786

~

1456 —1956

v
‘

- THE. USE OF A POWERFUL WEAPON

HIS week marks an anmversary of paramount sig-

nificance./ It was by that date in the year 1456 that
the first printed book to be produced from 4noveable typé
was released. Since that time the world has been flooded
with the productions-of the printing press and no one
cah over estimate the far-reaching -influence which this
invention yhas had upon human history. It surely.ranks
with the great-discoveries of all time for the printed

. page has_influenced, for good er bad, countless millions
*of mortals.and has been the means of toppllmg thrones

and inciting the passions of multitudes.
Significantly the first book that was published on that
red-letter- day of five hundred. years ago was a Bible.

This Latin Bible was composed of 1,282 pages and 'bound_

in two volumes. One of the forty-one perfect copies
which are still in -existence is in the American.con-
gressmnal library and is now valued at $350,000. Despite
the fact.that the first production of the newly-discovered
moveable type was a Bible, it is to be feared that evan-
gelicals have not taken advantage of the press as they
should have done.. Others have qulckly realized the po-
tential of this propaganda giant and lave used it to tell-

A Epoeh-Making"Book
Let us go back injour imaginations to a day in the last
century and visit the llbrary of the 'British Museum.

" . Therea man sits reading and writing. Those who passed
by might have scoffed at this worker’s actiyities as being -

* blessed through the rmmstry of the printed page.

a waste of ftime or the speculations of a lazy man. What
is 'the man’s name? It is Karl Marx. With what is he con-
cerned? He is engaged in résearch for a book which he
is to write. The book? — Capital! This volume was to

.shake Europe, arouse the working class, depose a Czar

and be the means of establishing the Soviet state and
the present world-wide menace of Communism. “The
pen is mightier than the sword” is no idle cliché; it is
a solemn fact. )

-,

A True Apostolic Succession

» i{nthe past, the Christian world has been 1mmeasurably
The

.
s
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Word of God and common’, sense know - nothing o¢f the
ecclesxastlcal :ﬁlgment of the lmagmatlon ‘which-is called .
“apostolic succession” but ‘there is in a real sense a true
spiritual succession through the influence of ‘the page.
Among his many-writings, Luther penned his commen-
tary on Galatians and another on Romans. In Great
Britain these works were translated into the English
language. Luther’s work on Galatians fell into the hafids
of a swearing tinker who was influenced greatly by the.
work and was even‘tually converted. The tinker’s name?
— John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim’s Progress, The Holy
War and-other immortal works. : + Among his lesser known
printed works was:a tract “Visions of‘Heaven.and Hell”.
A .Cornish miner received-this tract and, through that
instrumentality, he-was converted. The. miner wag Billy
Bray who was mightily used of ‘God in“the work of soul-
winning.

- Luther's otliei great work was the commentary on the .

book of Romans. Years after the German reformer had
died, his commentary was being read aloud in a meeting
in England. A hstener was impressed by the.message
and his heart was “strangely warmed”. ‘This listener was
converted; his name was John Wesley, the mighty’
preacher whose stupendous evangelistic - work was thé
‘means under God of savmg England from a. French

evolutiori. . =
ALong years then after Ma.rt'ln Luther had passed be-
yond this life, his influence lived on in the printed page”
as he multiplied his work through.those who were, in
turn, the means of spiritual blessing to the sons of men.

. Spurgeon s Use of the Press

The far-reaching effects’for eternal good of the print-
ing press were remarkably demonstrated in the life and
ministry of “the Prince of the Preachers”, C. H. Spur-
geon. That man of God had~his sermon printed weekly
and they were distributted to the.ends of ithe earth. From
all parts of the ‘woérld came news of souls saved through
the printed page. In 1867, Mr: Spurgeon fold one thrill-
ing story about this feature of his work. He said, “I
heatd the day before yesterday, something which greatly
cheered me. It was that at ‘the late meeting of believers

A
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in Clucago, one came from’ the far West, who asked for d/

" a missionary to preach’ in a newly-formed district; an

" the gospel..

the reason he. gave. for the missionary was, that the peo-

ple in that region had read my sermon op the Sabbath,

and no less than two hundred souls had been converted
to God through reading them.! Two hundred souls who
had not heard-the spoken words of the Lord’s messenger
but who were reached by the ISpirit through a printed.
message! To Spurgeon came word of-the salvation of
drunkards, prlests,lharlots, murderers and peoples of °
many, many lands.

Spurgeon ‘told another story. of the ﬂar—rea;ohmg and un- "’

expected influence of his printed ministry. “At the close
of one of our services, a poor woman acoompanie!d by two
‘of her neighbours, came to my vestry in deep distress.
Her husband had fled the country; and, in her sorrow,
she had gone fo the house of God, and %omethmg I said in
the sermon made her think that I was -persona_lly familiar. -
with her case. Of course, I had really known nothing
about her. I had made use of a general illustration which
just fitted her particular case. She: told me her story and
a very sad one it was. I said, ‘There is fothing that we
can do but kneel down,'and ery to the Lord for the im-
mediate conversion of yo'ir husband.’ We knelt down, and

"I prayed that the Lord would touch the heart of the de-

serter, convert his soul, and bring him back to his home.
When we rose from our knees, I said to. the poor woman,
‘Do not fret. about the matter.. I feel sure your husband
will .come home, and that he will yet become connected
with our church.’ She went away, and I forgot all about
her. Some months afterwards, she reaappeared, with her
neighbours, ard s man, whom she introduced to me as

‘her_husband. He had indeed come back, and he had

returned a converted man. ‘On making inquiry, and com-
paring notes, we f?und that, the very day on which we
had prayed for his conversmn, he, being at that time on

a Shlp far away on the sea, stumbled most unexpec;tedly .

upon a stray copy.of one of my ‘sermons, He read it; the
truth went to his heart; he repented, and sought the
Lord; and, as soon as possrble, he came back to\his wife
and hls daily callmg He was admitted as a member of
the Tabernacle, and “his wife, who,up to that time had
vot joined the church,‘was also received into 'fellowshlp
with us.” |

-These are only several recorded mstances among hun-
dreds which were reported to the great preacher who
new the value of the printed page in the Turtherance of
These testimonies from the past could be
multiplied again and again if we were to examine.the

. lives of othercgervants of the Lord who dared to ut111ze

\

the* prmted page.

The Cults and the Printed Page:

What of the tpresent hour? Is it not a sad fact that the
printing press is put to use by the sects and cults while
Baptists have failed o grasp such a potent weapon? Thé
“Jehovah Witnessess”, “for instance have progressed for
three reasons: (1) organization (2) the employment of
sceriptural method Chome visitation) to propagate an
unscriptural message (8) the printed page. In Brooklyn,
New York, they possess the largest religious press in
the world; right hére in Toronto they have erected a

_Canadian headquarters to house their organizatioh. In
“the headquarters they have a press and a literature stor-
.-age depot.

One may be sure that this propagator .of
error would not employ the printed page 1f it brought
no results! :

~
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i 'Ron_le and the Press

The Roman Church, too, has awakened to the power

of the pregs. Nearly every Canadian or American news-

paper and Znag'azme has carried the advertisements which

are: sponsored by the nghrts. of Columbus. These invite

readers to investigate the teachings of Rome. Hundreds

of thousands have replied and the Catholic'Church claims - -

thousands of converts. Again, let nio one think that Rome
would squander thousands upon thousands of dollars upon
this method if it brought »o results. ‘

-

Need for Evangelical Baptist Literature : _
There are many good evangelical agencies which pro.

moté the printing and distribution of Christian litera. .

ture. In «Canada, however, there is a desperate need for
the wholesale circulation of true-to-the-Bible pamphlets,
booklets and books. This can, in no wise, be a substi-
tute for the work of the local church for it is at ’ohls

point that most evangelical literature falls down. A t'rue

gos-pel literature program will be a powerful aux111ary to"

the local church and must be planned to fit in. with the

work of that body. It is the local assembly of believers

that is described as “the pillar and grotnd of the truth”
and a literature crusadeé that ignores or seeks to super-
Cede the assembly does not accomplish the minimum good
for it by-passes the d1v1nely-estanhshed institution. -

‘On this five hundredth anniversary of the completion
of the first book to issue from the modern press, let evan.
gelical' Baptists dedicate themselves to the production

~and distribution of a ‘Biblical literature that will bethe
means of saving and mstructmg -mu]tltudes in our land
“and to the ends of the earth.

“\

»
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© The Jarbis Stveet Pulpit

Precnous Truth from: an Obscure Text .

A Sermon by Dr T- T Shields

-

[y

/ ~

Preaé(hed in Jarvis Street Baptlst Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, August 19th 1923
E _ ('Stemgraplhmcallly Reported) '

“And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saymg, Oh that thou wouldest bless me

.indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou
“wouldest keep me from evil, "that it may not grieve me! And God' granted him that

which he requested.”—1 Chrom'cles 4:10.
THERE is many a desert, many a wide expanse of arid

sands, from which if a man turn back he may well be
excused. - And yet, if he will but persevere, every grain
of that burning sand will prove to be of value to him in
leading him at last to a fruitful oasis where palm trees
flourish, ‘where fruits— abound, and where refréshing
springs gush forth from the earth.

Now, there are passages of Scripture, written by in-

spiration, ‘having their place in the diwine record, which

" sare not particularly interesting in many ordmary gitua-

tions. Although you have tried to believe in the divine
inspiration of Scripture, although you say you do, per-
haps when you have come upon these long lists of names,
you have said, “Well, why .in the world were they-all

written down? Of what possible value can they be?” A.

deeper study of the Word of God will disclose to you
that every one of them is a link in the chain of the divine
purpose. There is not one of them written down that
does not play its part in vindicating the Word of the
Lord. But hidden away in this chapter of hard names,
you find this verse which I have read to you. I remem-
ber wading through these chapters—I have gone through
them many times — until a lot of these names are the
names of my friends. I rather enjoy meeting -them now;
‘but T thought on first acquaintance they were. most un-
interesting people. And I remember one day saymg,
“Well, what a lot of ordinary people there weré in the
world in those days! All that could possibly be said of
them was, that they were born, they lived a while, and
they died~. Nothing is recorﬂed of any achievement

their credit — théy were born, they lived, they died, and

thejr children followed on after them.”

But here is a name in the midst of fhls long procession
of ordinary- people, concerning whom God writes some-
thing. As though He looked down this period of history,
and He came upon that name, and He said, “Ah, but there

- is a name that must be -perpetuated: there is a life con-

cerning which I have something to say.” And so He
writes down the name of this man Jabez; and He tells
us that “his mother called his name.Jabez, saying, Be-

L3

-~

to be ordinary Mr. And after all, these titles conferred
_upon men by men have very little value sbut when God
“calls a man the Hoflourable Jabez, he must have done
somethmg And he is not.only the Honourable, but he
is the Right Honourable: “Jabez was more honourable
than his brethren.”

: . L .. )
Now, what wonderful thing did this man do that God
singles him out from the vast crowd to write his bio-

graphy ? Whatswill God tell us-about this man? Was he

a great statesman? Did he lead a nation out of bondage?
Or, was he a great warrior? Had he many victories to
his credit? Was he a great author?_Did he write many
books? What did he'do? I think it is tremendously sig-
nificant that in this wide wilderness God selects one
man, and the one thing that He, tells us about this man
was that he was a man of prayer. As God looks over
the list; He seems to. say, “I remember Jablez especially,
because he talked to Me every day. I heard from him
continually. He called on the God of Israel. It is all re-
corded here; I have his prayers before Me and I will
write it down for the generations to come so that they
may know that the man who prays is heard in Heaven,
and that God has-special regard for the praying man”
If Jabez had not prayed, his name would have been for-
gotten; we should never have heard of him. Yoa do not
read an account of a prayer-meeting in the newspapers,
do you? Did you ever see on the front page of a news-
paper a big.head-line, saying that at a certain place, at
a certain time, a company of people gathered together to
pray — and they did nothing but pray? O no, it is only
a prayer-meeting. But God writes-down here the story
of a man who prayed alone. “More things are wrought
by prayer, than this world dreams of.” And when God

-

opens His Book to reward His servants, it will be discov-,
ered that the honourable men, and the more honourable”

men — the men and ‘women who stand in the first rank

in God’s estimation — are the men and women who

-prayed. And God can put a lot in a few words, you know.

cause I bare him with sorrow.” And then God writes; He can wrap infinity, I Was going to say, in swaddling

down.the fact that Jabez called on the God of Israel and
God gives him a title. And He says, “Jabez was more
honourable than his brethren.” How would you like to be
called, the Honourable Mr. So-and-so? In this democratic
country we do not use titles — only because we have not
got them, Doctors of Divinity, and all kinds of docbq)rs
‘will be 80 plentiful by and by that it will be a distinetion

.

bands; He can wmte all that He has ever said, and will
ever say — He can epltomlze every word that has ever
proceeded out of His mouth in one word = the Cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, He condenses the ‘history
of this man. 'He notes that which characterized him,
which was the distinguishing feature of the man’s life.
He does not say that he was rich, or influential with
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< - "men; He does not tell as where the was-born, or whether . realm of the spmt There is a covénant; there is a plan-

he lived long or for but a brief period. We are simply
told that he was a man who established communication
with the skies, and that God had a record that “Jabez
called on the '‘God of Tsrael.” And then the wonder of all
" is, that God had hls prayer written down. The very
-prayer he offered ‘God.kept it on file, kept a record of

it,"and put it in this inspired volume for the instruction

- and inspiration of all the generations to come,
What about Jabez, then? “Jabez called on the God of
o NIsrael.” He-was a man t6 whom 'God was something more
than an abstraction, infinitely more than an idea or an
ideal, - This Jabez did not worship a. Blind Force;-he did
.not bow to the First Great Cause; -he did not_ worshrp
. Law; but a transcendent, living Personallty Who had
come into his family history: he called upon his father’s

- God;-he prayed to God, Who was.the ‘God of Israel. You '

cannot write a letter to one whose address you ‘do not
— know; we cannot pray to one whom we do not know:

heard?”'I do not wonder that where evolution-is preached
- from the pulpit, the prayer-meeting soon becomes neglect-
ed. I, at least, cannot pray to a Law, to an impersonal
Force, to a vague something that operates,".[ -do not know
how. There was in this man’s life a living Personality,
-~ . transcending all the works of His hands: “And Jabez
i called on” the God of Israel;” he prayed to a. God who
had, revealed Himself. It 1s not true, my fnend that
"Abraham discovered God; it is not true thdat our knowl-

edge of God is the result of our gradually pushing our

wiay into the realm of.the unknown. AW ‘that we, know
of God, or can know of Him, He has told us of Himself,
And here was a man .in this great procession of — I’ had
_ ‘almost said+nonentities, Who heard God speak from Heav-
= .en; and he knew God. Do you know Him? Is-He a reality

great thing~ to have a family history like Jabez-had. It
’ had been handed down to him, 'and- he knew that God_
.had been a factor in the hlstory of the past. I have not
. any doubt that as Jabez looked upon the past hlstory, he:
" had learned the story of Egypt, and the story of Joseph’s
going down into Egypt; he knew all about the ladder set
up upon earth, whose top reached to Heaven; he knew
about the wrestling at the ford Jabbok where the angel

; touched his father Jacob, and led him to prevail by cling-"

, ing to him. What about your family history?\Nowadays,
you know, it is popular t_o get loose from the past. The
spirit of the Athenians is everywhere prevalent: they

spend their_time in nothing else 'but either to tell or to

_hear some new thing. .

'II
But what I want -specially to remind you of is that
R . this man prayed to One Who was in covenant with His
) peoples ‘That is the significance of the term, “the God
of Israel.” ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the ‘God of Jacob” — the God Who. ‘makes promise to
one and fulfils it to another all ‘down through the ages.
And the God Whom Jabez knew was in direct covenant
* . - with his own: -so is the God we know, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. No man of science has ever suggested
) that the material universe is haphazardly ordered or
governed:
gested to you, that true science teaches, it is the in.
exorabllity of law - -that God's laws go on and are’
irresistible. There is design; there 1s the evidence of an
overj'ulmg hand in the affalrs\of nat‘ure, and in the

If - there is anythmg, as T have.before sug-

“How shall they believe in him of whom they have not.

to you? Can you call upon .the God of Israel? It.is a_

and purpose in which you and 1. dre included; and it will
help us to pray if we remember that 'God has conie into
covenant relationship with His people,. and that we know
. Him now — not as the God ‘of Israel: He was that; He
‘s that; but wé have a fuller revelation; for He sald
when He made promise to Abrdham: “Not to seeds, as
of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”
And the promise .God made to Israel finds its fulfilment
4n Christ. And‘in the New Testament you have this

" phrase -again and again — not the God of Abraham, and -

of Isaac, and of Jacob;-but this later and fuller revela- .
tion, “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ” — the only
God we know; the only ‘God we can know is the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The God J abéz knew was the God -
Who had come to Isaac and to Israel, and Who ‘had re-
vealed Himself; the only God'we know is the God revealed
in the Person of Jesus Christ. And if you surrender—
mark this! *- if you surrender the great truth, for in-
stance, of the virgin birth of Christ;
that which flows out of }t — the truth of His essential
*fDexty, if you reduce Jesus “Christ to the measure of a
man, and He is only a ‘man; you make’it impossible for'
men to pray. For we do no‘{ know.God if He be only a
- man; the whole Christian revelation crumbles, arid the
Biblé is of no value, and we are lost upon the road to
agnosticism; we are in utter darkness; we Gannot pray
at all. - But in Jesus we know Who God is. He,is some-
thmg more than a law, something more than a force:
He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Men
may say that we are talking about things that do not™
matter when we are talking about these things; but 1
juat point out to you that these matters are fundamental
to_every exercise of the soul toward God. Jabez prayed
because he knew God, and we can.pray when we know
'God; but we cannot know Him unless Jesus be His Sor.
And then-he came with this advantage, that he knew
he was- going.to One Who had taken ﬂhought of him: He
had planned for him; He ‘was ih covenant with him." I
was talking to a man recent:ly who lived in a large city,
and had four or five _children. He said, “You know it
takes a lot of money to raise a family in this day. To
begin with,” he said, “every ;one of them need a new pair .
of shoes every. m{mt ” Well .some little boy comes along-
and he tells his mother that his shoes ‘are worn out, or
his stockings are worn out, or something. else is worn
out. And he discovers very often that when there was a
bargain down town, mother afntlclpated his need, and: had
a new pair of shoes in thé drawer waiting for him. He
supposéd that mothér had not noticed; but she knew that
his shoes were wearing out and she knew that a good
. many other things were_wearing out. She knew all
about ‘the stockings whether they could be darned -any
more or not, and whether other things could be mended.
She had to think about all these things. And when the
- little fellow came to tell his tale of woe, and to say how.
urgently he needed these things, his ‘mother said, “I
know all about them. I have. been watching. /I have
planned all that.” It is a great thing tocome to God, and/", |
to know Him ag One Who is concerned with all the little
details of hfe, and, litérally, if we want a new pair of
shoes, He knows all about.-it: “Your Father khoweth
what things ye have need of, 'before ye agk him.” T re-
‘member . when I was in England talkmg to the High Com-
missioner one day about- a\certain gentleman whom I
wanted to seé; " and he- said: “You know it is always an
advantage in thx_s ‘country -to make an appointment 80.

s

if you surrender . = -

N

A




>

N4

s

A

Augus_t 16, 1956

THE GOSPEL, WITNESS and PROTESTANT 'ADVOCATE

&77) 5

-

that when :you go you .are expected. You are mnot a -
- stranger; your name has gone befoxe you, and the man is
waiting to receive you.” And in that- ,partrcular case, I
went; and although he was a man.of great importance,
- he greeted me as an old friend: “O yes, I am so-glad to
see you. I heard from so-and-so about you. What can
I do for you to-day?” And we sat down and had a pleas-
ant chat. But had I gone as a stranger he might have
met me like an iceberg. That is-the way we come into
the presence of ‘God; because the Lord Jesus has taken
account of~us; we are in covenant with Him, we are ex-
pected, and we are given this promise: “Ask, and it

-shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and

it shall be opened unto you.” And when J acob came to
the God of Israel, he knew he was of Israel’s seed, and
he knew that the promise had been made to Abraam and

. to his seed. And when he came. into the presence of

‘God, he‘said, “Here I am.” He pleaded the covenant
'promise — he called on thé God of Israel. He knew Him.
as a God Who answered prayer; for He was the God of
Israel, and it was by the exercise of prayer he earned his
name from Jacob to Tsrael; his name was changed be-

-eguse he prevailed with God. And Jabez knew God as a
. -God Who allowed men to prevail with Him.

III.

. I have not time to go into his prayer very parti‘cu]arly,
but just to mention it. I wish you would all study it;

for it is a model prayver. What. was it? What did he;
pray? I havie told you to-Whom. What did he pray for?
He said, “Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed!” Have
you seen an advertisement about a certain thing which
is said to be just a real-good something — that.is all:

. 'it'is said to be good. Now Jabez had had many things

that looked like blessing; but they wore out. He had been
to many storehouses, and had received things that had
been recommerided as of value; but he had discovered
them to.be valueless. Now, he comes to the great Store-
keeper, and he learns what James later wrote: “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above.” And when
_he wanted a blessing that was a blessing indeed, he wen
to the¥only place from which it could be received.. Young
people, and older -people, too, that is for ever true: there
is but one place where we may find a blessing, -mdeed

" and that is from God. -The wise man’ who ‘had had un-"

usual opportunities of observation, arid whose eyes were
. opened to discern the true value of things, speaks of “the
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and e added no
sorrow with it.” When yoh get a blessmg from the Lord,
it will last you for ever. When He hlesses you you are
blessed indeed. - '

iCan the church Iearn a lesson from that? Where are we
to find 'blessmg, my friend? How are ‘we to find blessing?
— from the hands of men, by means of music, by means
of preaching, by means of human scholars’hlp, by means
“of organization and wealth? I am weary of hearing of
great’ churches and great buildings, where there are a
lot of rich people, where everything can be. done ‘ma-
terially. The fact of the matter is, there is only one
place where a-church can get-a blessing that is a bless-,
ing indeed. You can make a show of prosperity; you
can build up some sort of an institution that will bulk -
¢ large in the eyes of the world; but if you are going to

_ have a blessing that is a blessing indeed, that will last

from generation to generation, and stretch on into the

eternities, you must get it from God Himself. There is

but one way to get it, and that is by asking for it. Why
_ ) <

4

A

- make you equal to-its demands.

doesn’t the church pray like that? It may 'be there are
‘members here this mormng from other churches, some
strangers who dropped in, and you say, “I"wish we mlght
have 4 real blessing in our church -— nothing spurious,
but sémething. that will enter into the Iives and charac.-
ters of the people, and that will last for ever.” Well, this
is the lesson: for- you: “Oh that thou Wouldcst bless mé
indeed!” Only God can do it; and 'if you are going to

‘have that blessing, you will hiot get it by a new’ preacher

you will not get it by changing the officérs of your church
merely: you will get it by bowing before God, and askmg
Him for it. That is how you will get it; there is no
other way to get the vital blessing we need This is the
store where you will get first-class things. And we are
entitled to the very best. I remember being In a store
some years ago in a htt,]e country place. There were a
"ot of oranges thrown-together in the window. Some of
them were large, and some very small. They did not sort
them out, and charge you differént prices for the large
size as they do now, and.as they ought to have done then.”

A well dressed gentleman came in, and he looked at the _

oranges and said, “What are the oranges'v’” And the store-
keeper said so much a dozén. He-said, “I will take a
dozen, please ” And then he picked them out himself. He ¢
was going to have a dozen of the largest. And the store-

keeper said, “When I say so much a dozen, ] mean you .

will have to take the little with the big, and the big with
the little.” .“Oh,” he sdid, “I am entitled to the best.”
“Well,” said the store-keeper, “so is everybody else. And
if'you take. the best, what about-the.rest?” And he threw”
the oranges back, and, walked out of the door. Do you
know in.this storehouse there aren’t any little oranges?
They are all big, and they are all sweet, and they are all

the best. And you are entitled to the best: “Bring forth -
‘the best robe and put it on him.”"God does not want you

to travel second-class: He wants you to go first-class in
everything. A friend of mine told me the other day, —
and as he told you it will not hurt for me to tell it —
that a friend of his had writtén hini- recently enclosing
a-substantial cheque, with which he and his wife were to
take a trip to Europe. He said they were not-to save the
money, but to spend it; and-he said{*We make only one!
condition, and that is, that you shall travel ever;ywhere
first-class.” And that is what God does when:He-gives
us His cheque: “Here is the promise. I give blessings
that are blessings.indeed.. Travel first-class. Get the
very best that I have foi' you ” That is what He wants
us to"do. -

“And enlarge my coast:” Now, do you think that Jabez
was an ambitious man? I suppose we all want something,
bigger. Every young preacher dreams of a big church.
And I have known a lot of men who were always wanting
an opportumty ‘There is an opportumty wherever there
is a poor sinner, in country, or v111age, or city — it does

. not make any difference. The man in business plans to

enlarge his business; and that may be perfectly legiti-
mate. Certainly it is legitimate that we bring ‘our plans
to the Lord, and say, “Lord, T want just Such enlargement
as Thou canst give me.” If iGod enlarges your coast, then
be thankful; if God gives you a 'blgger church, well, go
at’it and He will bless you- in it; if He g'lves youja bigger
business, you may expect that He will prosper it, and
Only let your ambitions
be subject to God, and let us be ambmous in that spiritual
realm to excel before Him, and thus to enlarge our coast.
1 think we ought-to desire enlargement. 1 would like to
see every Christian ambitious, filled with an holy ambi-

.'\l
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tion. Paul had an high and holy ambition; he wanted and not before men. if yoﬁ are a big man before God.

enlargement: “Wherefore we labour, that, whether pres-
ent or absent, we may be acceptedv of him.” Haven't you

seen the little boy just measuring ‘himself from time to )

time, and proud when somebody says that he.is growing
up? The height of his ambition is to be a great man
like the greatest man he.knows, namely, his father; he
just wants fo be a big man, Well, that is 'a worthy am.-
+bition, and that is the spirit that ought to possess every
Christian. While it puts father and mother some times

*+in a difficult situation, I am sure they are always glad to

see the children -outgrowing their clothes; they do not
want to see them stationary. Not, very far from this
building, I know of one who is about forty or forty-five,
-perhaps fifty now. He runs around with the children,
wearing little short trousers. He-has an old face, the face
of a man; but he is just a little boy — he stopped grow-
ing, never enlarged at all.. And there“are'a great many
Christian “people who must be a great grief to their

Heavenly Father, because they have not grown up. They.

—are not a bit bigger as Christians today than they were
twenty-five years ago. I remember a friend of mine
tellin-g me, when I was Pastor of a certain church, about
gomg to a certain American'city. He went into a church
in.the morning, and a man met him at the door. “Good-
morning, Sir. Are you a stranger?” “Yes, I am.” “Where
do you come -from?” And he- told him. “I used to live in
that_city myself.” And he mentioned the church. “Why,”
he said, “I was a member of that church twenty or tvgenty-

five years ago. I am so glad to see you. Now tell me

about some of the people there. I suppose there have
been many changes.” “Yes“” said this comparatlvely
young man. “There used to be a young man there. 1
cannot recall his name; but T have him in my mind. I
wonder if he is still living.” “Well,” he said, “I do not
know. How shall I know?” “I cannot recall his name. Let
me see: how can I describe him? O yes, I think I-can.
He was just a touchy sort of man, always getting into
‘trouble, always ‘feeling that somebody was trymg to harm
him, I know he was a great problem to every pastor who
served that church during my time.” “Oh,” said thls man,
¢do you mean Mr. So-and-so?” “That is the man.” He
. was still the same old awkward chap that he had been
twenty-five years before. You know there are some people
who-only need to have their portrait taken about once
in a lifetimé as they do not change. And there-are some

you will probably be,so little before men that nobody w1ll,

notice you. But if you are really great before God, living

.a large life, God will honour you; you will be ranked

among the honourable — among those who are more
honourable than their brethren. And,"you see, Jabez lived
a very large life after all: “He bemg dead yet speaketh "
He did not live in the dim and distant past, but he lived

- for the future — he lived for eternity because he asked

S

God to enlarge his coast. o

“That thine hand mlght be with me :? T cannot conceive
of any greater prayer than -that. I know I could talk
to you for#& month on that, without multiplying words.”
Think of it! Here is a man who/prayed “0 God, I cannot
do anything. I have no power at all.” And he reaches up,
and he says, “Lay Thine hand upon me, so that wherever

I go Thine hand may.be with me.” Tf T had time I would _

’ -

call the roll of the men upon whom God’s hand has 'beeﬁ o

laid. 'There they are in the Book.. What wonders they
accomplished! That was the explanation of Joseph’s car-

‘eer. The Lord was with Joseph; His hand was upon him, .

and_nobody could stand against him. That was the ex-
planation of the success of Moses; of whom I have spoken,
apd of Joshua, and of David, and of all the prophets —
the hand of the Lord was upon them. “The hand of the
Lord was_upon me, and carried me out in the:spirit of
the Lord, and set'me down in the midst of the -valley
which was full of Jbones.” Why is it that Ezekiel is
preaching to a-lot of dead bones that no one-else would
talk to? Half of the prophets of that day would not have
accepted a call to that church.' They would have said,
“I want a great congregation of livinig people, of respect-
able people.” Why did Ezekiel \go down into the valley
that was full of 'bones.'v’ Because the hand of the Lord. was
with him. Why is Brother ‘Green going out to 'China next
month? Why have others gone to China, and to India, and

elsewhere? T think tin their hearts they prayed, “Oh that . - -

thou wouldésts bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and
that thine hand might be with me!” When the hand of

. the Lord is with'a man there is no telling where He will

set him down, or put him up.. But I do know this, that
when you -have the hand of*the Lord with you, you have
everything — all power, all wealth, all prestige; you have

everything that a human soul can have when the hand of _

the Lord is with you. Let us learn to pray great -prayers

- like that — shall we?

 people in their spiritual life just like that — they have -

all the characteristics of the old man; they never put off

the old man, and never get on much of-the new. All
through the years there.is the same llttlehqss of spmt
the same poverty of _desire, the same grovelling after

earth. They have never learned to pray, ‘““Oh that thou’

wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast.’ ”” *“And
it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown”:
- I have often thought of that word —

words and in deeds”; and ‘it came to pass in those days,
when Moses was grown”, he began to puﬁh ‘his elbows
out, and the very walls of Pharaoh’s palace were too naw-

row for him. He wanted a larger place; and nothing-

would do until he had led 'God’s people out into the wil-
- derness -where he could look yonder into the promised
land. And, my,friend, if we “grow up into Christ in
all things,” we shall be ever praying that God will en-
large our coast — enlarge our vision,.enlarge our capa-

city to receive the things of ‘God, enldrge_our powers..

Make that your ambition. B€ .a big man before God

-/

“Moses was learned -
in all the wisdom of the Egyptlans and was mighty in.

“And that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it
may not grieve me:” There is one negative; there is one
thing that.I do not want — “keep me from evil” that it
may notbe a sorrow unto me. Ponder that for yourself
I have only glven you a suggestion. .

IV.

There is one simple word, and I have done. - What fol-
lowed? If you want an example of s1mp11c1tv, nétice how
God. states a case. Listen to every word: “And God
g;anted him that which he requested ” The. whole story
of hig'life is written in ‘that.”“The man prayed, and God
did just as he asked him to do.. Do you_ believe .God?
You members of Jarvis Street, and members of other
churc’hes, I want to talk to you for a minute or two be-
fore I close, as simply as I possibly can. I want to ask

you plainly, Do you believe that God answers prayer?

(yes). Let me ask it again: Do you believe that God

""answers prayer? (yes) Of course, yow do. If there is one

church in all the world that dare not doubt it; this is-

the -church. But if that be so, why don’t we pray more?
\-

:
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If that be so, what is the explanation of the fact that
scores of churches in this Clty cannot maintain a prayer-
meeting? Think of it. “Here is a real God to Whom such
a prayer as this may be offered —
est bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine
hand might be with mie, and that thou wouldest keep me
from evil” — and-God ready to de it, and men won’t,ask
Him! “And 'God granted him that which he requestbd ”
“Why dld God write that down in this Book? Because He
wanted men to believe in the privilege of prayer. Cf
course, nowadays, if you have an immanent God who is
not transcendent; a man who has locked himself up in his
own works; a man who can be found through a micro-
scope, and who can be found through the telescope, and
who is everywhere present — and He is everywhere
present ~—and who is not a personality to whom we may
address our petitions — if that is the sort of ‘God He,is,
we can be sure that He will ot answer us. There are
i those who are called Christians who "believe only in the
subjective influence of prayer, and say: “Go on praying,
it will do you good. You will not get anything; God will
" not do anything for you; gradually you will come to ac-
cept the inevitable, gradually you will .come to accept
God’s 'plan but you will not get anything; you will be-
- come reconciled to things as they are.” That is not what
this Bible teaches: when a man asks God for something,
God does what he asks Him to do. When Abraham prayed

for Lot, fire came down from heaven. It is said “when

God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remém-
bered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the

“Oh that thou would-

and write letters to Him. And one day, I think — "if I
may reverently say so — He was looking over His trea-
sures, as He was inspiring somebody to write thisirec-
drd, and He found this: “Why here is the prayer of
Jabez, who was ‘more honourable than his bréthren’! I
remember with what. gladness it came into my heart.

~and I answered it. I will write it down there $o that men

may know how.much; I love to hear” my ‘children pray.”

He keeps you waiting some times. I heard my father say
many years ago that when a man with a street-organ
comes to the door, the little children gather around for

they just love to hear it. And if they have some pennies -

‘to give him, they do not give them to him at once, betause
if they do they know that he just moves on to the next
block. 'So they stand around until he has played out-his
whole list, and then they hand them to him. “And. so,”

“my father said, “some times the Lord keeps us praying

~

overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which.

Lot dwelt.” And Lot’s salvation is directly attributed in
Scripture to Abraham’s intercession. The book of psalms
is full of this great truth that when a man really prays
_to Ged, God grants him his request. .

Now, \if wé can go away with that simple word this
morning, it may revolutionize some life hére. It may be
there is some man or wownan who has come to-a very
difficult position in life, and you have been saying this
last week, “I do. not know which way to turn. I have
done everything I can. I have consuited my frlends I
‘have asked help- in every direction, buc it does not come.’

I want you just to tirn your thought in anc.her dxrectlon

. this morning, and say, “Oh that thou woulaest bless-me

indeed;” and He will do it. He will really do it, and
open up a new world to you. I know a mother who, among
her treasures, keeps a few Tetters. You could nof buy
them from her for/all the wealth of the world, because
they were written by a hand now.vanished. They were
expressive of the desire of one whose voice is still; and

* . some times — I do not know how wisely +— she. takes

those letters out, and she reads them through her tears
again. They were the request of her child — a child’s
heart speaking to its mother. But'I do not wonder she

treasures them. Do you know that is just what our Father

does with our letters that we send to Heaven? He does
not” destroy one of them. He puts them away, treasures
them up; and even after He has answered them — He

.~ had answered this request — He loves to read them. The

prayers of God’s children make musjc in His ears. Is
there anything lovelier than a family of children just
running to ané fro in their father’s house, running with
perfect freedom to tather and to mother? Is any music

- in the worid like the laughter of little children? I think

that our. Father just loves to hear the voiceé of His
children; He loves to have us talk to Him all the time,
. ~ . - -

because He loves to hear the music of His children’s
prayer. " And I believe He does. "Shall we tell H1m that
we Are gomg to talk to Him oftener?

-t

ROMISH - HOSPITALITY ' ~

“The next time sdmeone calls to speak to you about the
Bible, mv:te hlm in, give him a cup of coffee, and call the
police.”

This is the advice which a Spanmh Roman Cathohc
priest gave to any of his radio listeners who were visited
by evangelicals. We have been led. to believe .that gal-
lantry and gracious manners characterize the Spanish
people so we must conclude that Romanism, instead of
elevating 'men, educates them to become common boors
even against their own better inclinations.”

“Let no reader conclude that the guotation at the head
of our article has been taken from: some Protestant or
anti-Catholic pubhcatlon, it appeared originally on page
9 of the July-September issue of the United Nat.lons News
which is the official journal of the United Natlons Asvo-
ciation (London, England).

Incidents such as this clearly indicate that the Roman
-Church is no innocent bystander to the persecutmn of
Christians in Spain or Colombia; rather she is the vicious
instigator of these atrocities and mf]ames the passions
of her helpless devotees.

MY

\

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STRi}ET'
The preacher at all services on Sunday was W. P. Bau-

(279) 7 \

man of Grace Baptist Church of North Bay. Mr. Bau- .

man is a product of the Jarvis Street Bible School and
Toronto Baptist Seminary.. In addition to his pastoral
work in North Bay, he teaches-in the Seininatry. The three
messages which he brought were the means of blessing
to the congregations. During the day, two young men
publicly prorfe§sed faith in Christ.

Alas, the grand old doctrines of the Gospel are also
despolled' Do you notice nowadays how all the great
truths are being spirited away! Men use the wérds but
they mock the ear, for they reject the sense; they hand
us nuts; we crack thém and we find that the worm of
modern\thought“has eaten out the kernelq

- —C H SPURGEON

./- -
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CAN ROME BE STOPPED?

o ) “But constltutloms can be changed Iand nion-Catholic sects may decline to such a
point that the political proscription of them may become feasible and expedient.” What

. protection would they.then have against a /Catholic State? The latter (i.e. the Catholic !
1 -."  State) could logically tolerate only such religious- activities as were confined to the .
members ,of the dissenting g'roup. 'The Catholic State could not permit them to carry -

on general propaganda . . .”
Monsignor John A Ryan)

—

N THIS continent'the Church of Rome has‘posed as
"the stalwart champion of civil liberty and the sup- _
porter of political democracy.” Prominent Roman Catho-
lic radio speakers and writers would have North Ameri-
cans to believe that the Church feels right at home in’
those countries which have been characterized by politi-
cal liberalism and relllglous hberty, some actually paint -
the Roman Church as a pioneer in freedom’s march! One
.. finds it'hard to hear these clerical soap box orations above
".the din of the persecutions in Colombia and Spam If

.« actions speak louder than words, theh Rome is exposed

~

as the persecutor of the ages and the enemy of liberty.

. Whenever Roman persecution in Colombia or; Spain
is cited, the Church piously replies that she is not the.
1nst1gator or perpetrator of these foul- deeds. We are
told that the state is responsible; of course, even if this
were. true, it is a dubious, distinction for who can dis-
tinguish between the'acts of church and state in a cleric-

" dominated land?

At the mément the Roman Church cannot claim the ad-
herence of the majority of the ‘population of Canada or
the United States but one cannot help wondering what

attitude the Church, would adopt if she ever did come to~

. the place of supremacy. Would political democracy be-
come a part of ‘past history? Would_religious freedom
disappelar ? An examination of Rome’s record fin the past
would seem to indicate cléarly that both political de-
mocracy and rellglous freedom woild be doomed.

Lest there be some question about the matter, how-
ever, a prominent Roman Catholic ;representative from
New York has supphed the answer, He is Monsignor Jo’hn
A. Ryan.who is the Author of the book The.State and the
Church. - This book bears thé imprimatur (or approval)
of the appropriate church officials and hence is the voice

_not of Monsignor Ryan alone but is as well the authori-

tative declaration of the Church of Rome.

Read again these solemn words as Monsignor -Ryan
discusses the possibility off changing the American con-
.stitution to suit Rome’s totalitarian designs:

- “But constitutions can be changed and non-Catho-
lic sects may decline to such a point that the politi-
cal proscription’ of them may become feas1b1e and
‘expedient. What protection would they thén have
against a Catholic ‘State? The latter (i.e. the Catho-
lic ‘State) could logically tolerate only such religious
activities as were confined to the members of, the
dlssentmg group. The Catholic iState could not per-
mit them to carry on general propaganda ..
Monslgnor Ryan’s book as quoted by Dr R. T
Ketchami i in Let Rome SpeaJc for Herself).

No one need long be in doubt as % what Monsugnor Ryan
means ‘for his words are quité clear. He is simply de-
claring that if and_whén the Church of Rome attains a

. ! . o

S (fromyq

” (p. 38, “The State and the Church”, by Roman Catholic ‘

- -
% E
“ 3 * \

“numerical superiority over all other rellglous bodies, the .. ~

Church will change those provisions in the- constitution
whlch guarantee religious freedom to all.

" The Church of , Rome on this: continent thus lives “for
.the day when non-Romanlst forces become 86 weak that
they capitulate before the onslaught of the papal church™
Ryan further declares that'it may, then ‘be possible to .
proscribe thése “non Catholic sects”. ‘ Lest someone is
.doubtful about .the m\eanmg of these solemn’words let
us note what the dictionary says about the word proscribe

(from which is-derived the word “proscription”) : -

Prosqri-be——-(‘l:) to doom to destruction; to put out of
the law. (2) _To denounce and condemn as
dangerous and not worthy of receptlon to re-
ject utterly; to interdict..

Thxs American Roman ‘' Catholic wr1ter with official -

- Church approval then declares that if Rome becomes

- dominant it is posuble and probably that she will declare
as illegal such-* non-Roman sects” as the Baptists, Presby-
terians, Anglicans, Methodists, ete.! In the light of this
candid confession, is it any wonder that the American
people have 'w1sely refrained from electing “any Roman
Catholic as president of the Unlted States'-’

No Missionary Work _ -

Monsxgnor Ryan further states that the most the
Church could do would be to tolerate those religious ac-
tivities which were confined to the members of the sect.
Missionary 'work would therefore be forbidden. The in-
evitable result of course, would be the extmctmn of these - -

undesxrable “non-Catholic sects”..
. -

What of Canada? B
Canada is often descrlbed as a “Protestant” country by
which is mieant & non-Roman Catholic country. Some
,might therefore feel that the prospect of Roman Catholic
‘domination is a very remote one. Such persons need to
be roused from their lethargy for there is a distinct Do8-
sibility that, i1 a very short tzme, over fifty percent of
our population will be Roman “Catholic. The 1951 census
-actually revealed that 46.1 per cent of the population of
the Dominion was Catholic (Latm rite — 48.8 per cent;
-Eastern rite — 2.8 per cent) As long as that figure
goes no higher, the Roman Church must: be relatively °
wary and 80 must pose as & silent supporter of religious
freedom. Let no one, however, mistake this silence for-
consent because theravowed aim of the Church is to sup-
press all .othér rehglons that she might rule alone. Al
ready the Roman Church claims the loyalty. of the vast
majority of Quebec’s population and \a majority of the
New Brunswick populace. In addition, over- ‘one-third of '
‘the people in the other three Maritime provinces claim to
be Romanists. The day of which Mons1gnor Ryan speaks
could well be around the eorner -
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The Answer

-How can we frustrate the designs of the papal church'-’
Many answers have been suggested and many plans have
been initiated in order to stop this onward march. On
‘the one hand some call for vigorous protest and on the
other, some. call -for a “positive” program (by which is
usually meant inactivity). ‘Some advocate great city-wide
meetings to rally all non-Catholics .against the common
foe. Very few have. dared to sug‘gest the New Testa-

. ment answer!

The big rallies srucceed in gaining newspaper lineage

and in making much noise and sometimes they serve to
inflame non-Catholics who are anti-Roman .but not pro-

'

Christ. It is to be fea.red _however, 'Ehat Canadian Chris-
tians (we think :especially of Baptists) have largely
neglected to implement the scriptural answer. The Roman
menace will diminish only as individual Roman Catholics
are saved and as Christians ‘are rooted and grounded in

_the truth of God and acquainted with Roman error. This

gospel work can be accomplished neither by mass protest
rallies nor by mass evangelistic crusades. Only as local
Ne'w Testament churches.carry out the great commission -
on the “grass roots” level will we see the Roman flood
stopped. The ‘answer to Roman Catholic expansion” and’
impending domination in Canada is the establishment of
gospel-preaching, Bible-believing churches.

N

5.
- ’

Promlnen’r Canacllan Baphsf Mlnlsfer o

Decries Dlsunlty, of "The Church” -

P “Christians may mot care to admit lt, but disunity wlthm the body bf Christ is a
scandal, a-stumblingblock, and this makes the p

g of the cross of mone effect

.This contmued and persistent disunity on the part of the ehurch inga world which is
on the brmk of self-destruction simply beeause it knows not the-secret of ‘oneness’ or

peace, is no longer an ‘anhappy division’.

It is now both a blasphemy and a sacrilege.
“Roman- Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Protestant — all three are deeply involved

in ithis sinful betrayal of the caunse of Christ. There would seem to be no hope of a
confession of sin either from Rome or from Censtantingple., Both, deeming themselves
.to be the ‘true church’ cannot sin and we cannot, therefore, expect Jpenitemce from the

« - impenitent, or contrition of heart from those whose cool arrogance is a standing scandal
—Dr. Emlyn Davies, Yorkminster Baptmt Churech, Toronto.

within Chnstendom *

———

T IS becoming increasingly fashionable to ‘deliver ve-
hement harangues on thie subject of the scandal of
schism or the terrible sin of “disunity in the church”.
"The World Council of Churches, on the international level,
and the various national™ecumenical councils annually
release these self-castigating dispatches which neither
they nor anyone else seem to take too seriously. Another
voice has joined this ecumenical chorus; an address of
Dr. Emlyn Davies, the Welsh-Canadian minister of York-

minster Baptist Church in Toronto is reported in The

Watch/rmn-E‘mammer and revedls the Canadian Baptist
to be 4 proponent of ‘some sort of Oxford Group type of
confessing of shortcomings on the part of the various
branches of mythical “Christendom”. ~ _

We would once have“been surprised to see such an
article in the Dages: of The Watchman-Examiner but the
trend displayed in that once-honored Baptist journal in
‘recent months leads us to expect anything from it. We
cannot understand how a real Baptist could have written
such a miganingless article -ior how a Baptist journal
could be so desperate for material that it would bother
to print it. Lest some reader concludes that our strict-
ture istobd severe we would suggest that he write for the
August 2 issue of The Watchman-Examiner (23 E. 26th

St., Néw York 10 N.Y.) and read the article for himself..

\The two paragraphs which we have produced at the head
of this article are indicative of the contents of the whole

article.

The very .fact that Baptlsts have anything to do with
the ecumehical -movement is a confession of failure or a
misunderstanding of the scrlptural concept of the church.
Are ‘we to believe that there is some great visible body

/

which can be designated the church? Will Bathlsts sué-
cumb to the equally unscriptural fiction that there-is
some misty, undefined body ‘that is the church? 'The
acceptance of either of these erroneous: propositions must
lead to grief and the final absorption of the Baptist testi--
mony by pan-Protestant or Romanist elements )

Whenever Baptists have had such a low estimate of
their position that they have conceived ‘themselves to be
one of many possxble schools of thought, they have been
a ready prey for ecumenicalists and “one-churchers”. Let
us not forfeit the seriptural position on the church which
holds that a church is a local assembly of baptized be-

lievers which is an habitation of God through the Spirit

We would not be bitter toward €vangelicals who differ

.on this matter but we would stedfastly and vigorously

maintain and propagate 'this biblical viewpoint.
When Dr. Davies, a Baptist (1), speaks of “dlsumty

.on the part of the church” and then refers to the Roman

‘Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Protestant 'branches, one
finds it difficult to understand his language. It certainly
is not Biblical for the Bible.knows nothing of some uni-
wersal monstrosity which can be described as ‘the
church”.
scriptural support for his dubious plea!

Wheén Baptists cease to hold a scriptural concept of the

church, there remains no reason for their existence and
they might as well identify themselves with the “ecu:
menical church”; TFor those who will embrace and wgor-
ously propagate the Biblical teachmg then is the promise

——*“Upon this rock I will build my church and the gates

“of hell shall not prevail against it.”~

R

Very wisely, Dr. Davies refrains from citing -
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. ZEAL AND STABILITY

AILY we become more 1mpressed with the need for
balance in the Christian life™
caused by an over-emphasis. upon one aspect of divine
truth to the utter or near exclusion of some equally neces-
sary and balancing aspect.. Not only is there need for
balance in the exposition of scripture but, as well, our
Christian lives and our-whole approach to gospel work
must be characterized by balanced thinking. : -

All believers are agreed that Christians have the grave

responsibility of supporting, and engaging in the work

of reaching men with the everlasting gospel. It is pos-

- gible, however, that there may be fundamental disagree-

ment about the basic approach to this work. mAs- we

'thought along these-lines, there came to mind fwo con-’

flicting emphas/es each of which demonstrates one‘aspect
of the truth but does grave injustice to a balancing tr uth

« - L Zeal
Some would urge us to rush inte the work of the Lord

-iwith a reckless, thoughtless abandon and thus build for
the present alone. “Just go out and see souls saved; leave—-pijghts in the whale’s -belly.

the rest to the Lord.” How pious and. God-honormg such
a declaration sounds!

We recall meeting some young men who were students
at a certain Bible institute.
missionaries 1/nformed us that their teachers were eun-
couraging the students to rush threugh a short course in
order to hasten to the mission field. Why? This mstructor
was persuaded that the Lord’s return was so- near that
genuine, consecrated pre'paratxon for_servire was a waste
of time!

Not for one moment ‘would we discount the need for
greater zeal in the work of the Lord for it is painfully
evident that ‘many Christians are sweetly oblivious and
.unconcerned about the plight of never-dying souls about
them. But, does it necessarily follow trat the Lord is
pleased with sloppy workmanship and shoddy workmen.

True zeal will not result in kaphazard work built upon

some superficial foundation. TheVery fact that believers
work in the light of the Saviour’s second coming should

.. be a mighty incentive to zeal and to good work that will

‘stand the test of eternity.
- 2.

Stablllty

At the opposﬂ:e extreme stand those who belittle zealots

and afl others who would attempt anything for the Lord.

- ‘They pride themselves upon the 1magmed fact that they

build thoroughly, teach their people and exercise a solid
ministry. \Hence they scoff at excessive zeal and dismiss

‘it with some reference to domg everythmg decently and

in order.

Once more there is an 1mportant truth contained in
thesé sentiments for inere is a need today for- stablllty
and permanence irl gospel work. But-does it necessarily

- follow that splrntua] stability -must be accompamed by

laziness, cafping criticism afnd a suspicion of any who
are attempting to do the work of the Lord?

‘ 3. The. Balance .-

Zeal and stability are two necessary balancing traits
in the spiritualdife and-happy is the believer who is zeal-
ous as though eaeh day were his last-but who builds so
solidly and falthfully that if necessary the work could
endure for the ages of time and etermty

Surely much grief is -

- -

THEINSPIRATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
CERTIFIED BY OUR LORD

By Canon ledon ¢ -

OR Chrlstlans it will be enough to know that our Lord
Jesus Christ has set the seal of his infallible sanc-

tion on the whole of the -Old Testamént. He found the
Hebrew canon just as we have it in our hands to-day, and
he treated it as an authority which was above discussion
—nay,-more, hé went out of his ‘'way, if we may rever-
ently speak thus, to sanction not a few portions of it
which our modern scepticism too eagerly rejects. When
he would warn his hearers against the danger of spiritual
rela:pse he bade them remember Lot’'s wife. When he
would point out how worldly engagements may blind the
snul to a- coming judgment, he reminds’ them how men
ate, and drank, and married, and+were given in marriage,

~until the -day when'Noah entered intv the ark, and the

One of these prospective

ﬂood came and destloyed them all. When he would put
his’ finger on a fact in past Jewish hlsfory, which, o¥
its admitted reality, would warrant belief in his" own
resurrection, he points to Jonah, three days and three

Mount of Olives, with the Holy City at his. feet, he would
quote a prophecy, the fulfilment of which would mark
for his followers/ that its impending doom had at last
arrived, he desires them to flee {o the mountains, when
they “shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of
by Daniel the prophet, standung in the holy place.”

Are ‘we to suppose that, in these and other references
to the Old-Testament, our_Lord-was. only using what are
called ad hominem arguments, or talking down to the

. ™ level of popular ignorance which he did not himself share?

1]

Not to..point out the 1ncons1stency of this supposition

with his character as a perfectly sincere religious teacher,

it may be observed that, in the Sermon on the Mount, he _

carefully marks off those features 6f the popular Jewish
religion which he rejects~in a manner which makes it
certain that, had he_not himself believed in thehistoric
truth of the events and the persons to which he thus
refers, he must have said so. But did he then share a
popular belief which our higher knowledge has shown
to be popular ignorance? and.was he mistaken as.to the
worth of those Scriptures to which he so often and so
confidently appealed? There are those who profecs to

bear the Christian name, and who do not shrink from

saying as much as this; but they will find it difficult to
pereuade mankind ﬁhat, if- he could be mistaken on «

.matter of such strictly 'relzgwus importance as this, he

can be safely trusted about-anything-else. Yes, the trust-
worthiness of the Old-Testument s, in fact, inseparable
from the trustworthiness of>the Lord Jesus Christ; and,
if we believe that he is the true Light of the world, we

- shall résolutely ‘close our-ears against any suggestions

of~the falsehood of, those. Hebrew Scriptures which have
received the stamp of hzs dwme authomty

{
Do all the good you can,
By all the'means yo’u can, »
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you ecan,
To all the people you can;” A -
As long as-ever you ean. :
—JOHN WESLEY

When, standing on" ‘the

te
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Profltable Readlng

. - By C. H. Spurgeon -

I AM afraid that this is a magazine-reading age, a--
Tnewspaper-reading: age a periodical-reading age, but
not so much a Bible-reading age as it ought to be. In
Purntamc times men used to have a scant supply of
other literature, but they found a library enough in the
one ‘Book, the Bible. And how they did read the Bible!
How little of Seripture there is in'modérn sermons com:
pared with the sermons.of those masters of theology, the

Puritanic¢ divines! Almost every gentence of theirs seems -

to cast side-lights upon a-text of Scripture; mnot only .

" thé one they are preaching about, but many others as well

are set in a new light as the discourse proceeds. . They
mtroduce blended lights from other passages which are
parallel or semi-parallel thereunto, and thus they educate
their readers to” compare spiritual things with -spiritual.
I would to God that we ministers kept more closely to
the grand old Book! We should be instructive preéachers
if we did- so, even if we were ignorant of -“modern
thought”, and were not “abreast of the times”. I warrant
you we should be. leagues ahead of our times if we kep‘t
closely to the Word of God. As for you who have not to
preach, the best food for you is the Word of God itself.
Sermons and books are well endugh, but streams that
run for.a long distance above ground gradually gather
for themselves somewhat of the soil through which they

flow, and they lose the cool, freshness’ with which they/

started from the spring head—\Truth is sweetest where
it breaks from the smitten Rock, for at its first gush it

-hag lost none "of its heavenliness and vitality. It is always

best to drink at, the well and not from the tank. You

ghall find that readmg the Word of Ged for yourselves,_

readmg it rather than notes upon it, is the surest way of
growing in grace. Drink of the unadulterated milk of
the Word of God, and not of the skim milk: or the milk
and water of man’s word.

Much apparent Bible reading is not Bl'ble reading at
all. The verses pass under the -eye, and the sentences
glide over the mind, but there is no true reading. An.
old preacher used to-say, the Word has mighty free
course among many nowadays, for it goes in at one of
their ears and out at the other; so it seems to be with
some readers. — they can read a viry great deal, Because
they do not read anything. The eye ‘glances, but the mind
never rests. The soul does not light upon the truth and
stay there. It flits over the landScape as a bird might
do, but it builds no nest therein, and finds no rest for

-the sole of its foot. Such reading is not readmg Under-

standing the ‘meaning is thé essence of .true readmg
Reading has a Kernel to it, and the mere shell is little
worth. “In prayer there is such a fhmg as praying-in
prayer. ‘So.in praise there is a praising in song, an inward
fire of intense devotion which is the life of the hallelujah.
It is so in fasting; there is a fasting which is not fast-
ing, and there is an inward fasting, a fasting of the soul,
which is the soul of fasting. It is even so with the read-
ing of the Scrintures. /There is an interior reading, a
kernel reading — a true an(?
This is the soul of reading;
reading is a mechanlcal éxercise, and profits nothing.

Certainly, the benefit of resfding must come to the-

~

living reading of the Word. -
and; if it be not there, the

4
-
-

/

. soul by the way of the understanding. When the high
priest went into the holy place he always lit the golden
éandzlestlck before he kindled the incense upon the brazen.
“altar, as if to show that the mind must have illumination-
before the affections can properly rise towards their,
divine object. There must be knowledge of God before
there can be love to God: there must be -a knowledge of
divine things, as they are revealed, before there can be
an enjoyment of them: We must try to make out, as far.
as our finite mind can grasp it, what God means by this
and what he means by that; otherwise we may kiss.the
Book and have no love to its contents, we may reverence
the letter and yet really have no devotion towards the
Lord who speaks to us in these words. You will never -
get comfort to your soul out of what you do not under-
stand, nor find guidance for your life‘out of what you do
not comprehend, nor can any practlcal bearing upon your
character come out of that which 1s not understood Iby
you.

“When we come to the study of Holy Scripture we should
try to have our mind well awake to it. We are not always
fit, it seems to me; to read the Bible. At times it were
well for us to stop before we open the volume. “Put off
thy shoes from off thy feet, fqr the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground.” You “have just come in from
careful thought and anxiety about your worldly business,

and you cannot immediately take.that book and enter .-

into its heavenly mysteries. As you ask a blessing over
your meat before you fall to, so it would be a good rule -
for you to ask a blessing on the Word before you partake
of its heavenly food. Pray the Lord to strengthen your
eyes before you dare to look into the eternal light of
Scripture. As.the priests washed their feet at the laver .
before they went to their holy work, so it were well to
wash the soul’s eyes),with. which you look upormr God’s
Word, to' wash even the fingers, if I may so speak—
the mental fingers with which you will turn from page
to page -— that with a holy book you may deal after.a holy
fashion. 'Say to your soul — “Come, soul wake up; thou
art not now about to read the newspaper; there art not
now perusing the pages of a human poet "to be dazzled
by his flashing poetry; thou art coming very near to
1God, who sits in the Word like a crowned monarch in his
‘halls. Wake up, my glory; wake up all that is within me.
Though just now Imaynot be praising and glorifying God,
I am about to consider that which should lead me S0, to
do, and therefore it is.an act of devotion. ‘So be.on the
*stir, my soul; be on the Stir, and bow not sleepily before
the awful -t-hrone of the Eternal.” Scripture reading is
our spiritual mealtime. Sound the gong and call in
every faculty to the Lord’s own table to feast upon the
precious meat which is now to ke partaken of; or; rather,
ring the church-bell as for worship, for the studying of
the Ho]y Scripture ought to be as solemn a deed as when
we sing the hymns upon the Sabbath day in the courts. of
the Lord’s house.

To understand what y6u read you will need to medltate
upon it. Some passages of Scripture lie clear hefore
us— blessed shallows in which the Jambs.-may wade; but
there are deeps in which our mind might rather drown
herself than swim with 'pleasure if she came there with. ~

.
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out caution. There are texts of Scripture which are made
and constructed,on purpose to make us think. By this-
means, among others, our heavenly Father woild educate

. us for heaven — by maklng us think our way into divine

mysteries. Hence he puts the Word in a somewhat in-
volved form to ¢ompel us to meditate upon it before we
reach the sweetniess of it. He might, you know, have ex-
plained it to us so that we mhight catch the thought in .

.- a. minute, but he does not please to do so in every case.

Many of the veils which .are cast over Scripture are not'
meant to hide the meanmg from the- diligent, but to com..
pel the mind to be active, for oftentimes the dlhgence of

. the heart in seeking to know the divine mind does the

heart more good than the knowledge itself. Meditation
and careful thought exercise us-and strengthen the soul
for the reception of the yet more lofty truths,
heard that the mothers in the Belearic isles, in the old
times, who wanted to bring their boys up to be good sling-
ers,-would put their dinners up above them where they

’ _could not get at them until they threw a stone and fetched

them down; our Lotd wishes us to be good.slingers, and
he puts up some precious truth in a lofty place where we -

" cannot get it down except by slifiging at it; and, at last,

we hit the mark and find food for our souls: Then have
we the double benefit of learning the art of meditation
and- partaking of the sweet truth which it has brought
Swithin otir _reachl ‘We must meditate. These grapes will ™
yield no wine till we tread upon them. These olives must
be put under the wheel, and pressed-again and again, that
the oil may flow therefrom In a dish of nuts, _you may
know which nut has been eaten, because there is a little
hole which the insect has punctured through the shell—
just a little hole, and then inside there is the living thing
eating up the kernel. Well, it is a girand thing to bore
through the shell ‘of the letter, and then to live ingide .
feeding upon the kernel. I would wish to be such a 11tt1e

i , worm as that, living .within and upon the Word of God,

having bored my way throagh the shell, and: having
reached the innermost mystery of the blessed gospel. The
, Word of God is always most precious to the man who most
livés upon it. As I sat under a wide-spreading béech, I
was pleased, to- mark with prying curiosity the smgular
habits.of that most wonderful of trees, which seems to
have an intelligence ‘about it which other trees have not. .
.I wondered and admired the beech, but I thought to my-
self, I do not think-half ds much of:-this beech-tree as
yonder squirrel does. .I see him-leap from bough to
bough, and I feel sure that he dearly values the old beech-
tree, because he has his-home somewhere inside .it in
a hollow place, these branches are his shelter, and those
. beech-nuts are his food. He lives upon: the tree. It is
his world, his playground, his granary, his home; indeed,
it is everything to him, and it is not so to me, for I find .
" my rest and food. elsefwhere With God’s Word it is well
. for us to be like squlrrels, living in it .and living on it.
Let us exercise our minds by leapm_g from bough to

_ bough of-it, and find our rest and food in it, and make -
There are hiding places in it; comfort -

it our all in all,
and protection are there. We shall be the people that
get the profit out of it if we make it to be our food, our
med'lcme, our treasury, our armory, our rest, our de-
light. May the Holy Ghost lead us to do this,- and make -
the Word thus precious to our souls. -

Use all means and helps towards the understanding of
the Scriptures,  When Philip asked the Ethiopian eunuch

whether he understood the prophecy of Isaiah he replied,

1 have -

v

“How can I unless some man should gulde me'-’” Then
Philip went up and opened to him the Word of the Lord.”
Some, under the pretense of being taught of .the. Spirit
of God, refuse to..be instructed by books or by living
men. This is-no honoring of.the Spirit of-God; it is
a di-srespect to him, for if he gives to some of his'servants
more light than to others — and it is clear. he does —

then they are bound to give that light to others, and to’

use it for the good of the church. But if the other part
of the church refiise to receive that light, to what end
did the 'Spmt of ‘God give it? This would imply that there

[

is a mistake somewhere in:the economy of gifts and .

graces, which is' managed by the Holy Sp1r1t It cannot.

be so. The Lord Jesus Christ pleases to give more knowl-

edge’ of his"Word and more msxght into it to some of his .

servants-than to others, and it is ours joyfully to accept
the knowledge ‘which he gives in such ways as he chooses

to give it. Tt would be most wicked of us to say, “We -

-will riot. have the heavenly treasure which exists in earth-
en vessels.
of his own hand, but not through the earthen’ vessel, we

If God will give.us the heavenly treasure out .

will have it; but we think we are too wise, too heavenly-"
minded, too spmtual altogether to care for jewels when

they are placed in earthen pots. We will not hear any-
body, anid we will not read anything except the Book
itself, neither will we accept any light, except that which
comes in through a crack in our own roof. We will not
seé by another man’s candlé we would sooner remain_in
the dark.” Do not let us fall 1nto such folly. Let the light
come from God, and though a child shall brifig it, we will

.Joyfully accept-it.
iIn reading we ought to seek oult the spiritual teaching °

‘of the word. Our Lord says, “Have ye not read?” Then,
again, “Havé ye not read?” and then.he says, “If ye had
‘known what. this meaneth "”-and thg meaning is somethmg
very spiritual. The. text he quoted was, “I will havé

mercy, and not. sacrifice” — a text out of the prophet .

Hosea. Now the scribes and Pharisees were-all for the
letter — ‘the sacrifice, the killing of the bullock, and so
on. They ‘overlooked the spiritual meaning of the pass-
age, “I will have mercy, and not sacrifice”—namely, that
God prefers that we should care-for our fellow:creatures

rather than that we should observe ‘any ceremonial of his

. law, 80 as to cause huriger % or thirst, and thereby death,

to any of the creatures that, his l\ ands have ‘made. They '

. ought to have passed beyond the outward into the spirit-
ual, and all our readmgs ought to do the same.

This should be the case when we read ‘the historical
passages, “Have ye not read what David did, when he

was an hungered, and they that were with him; how he °

entered into the house of God ‘and did,eat the shew-
'bread which was not lawful for him to eat neither for
them wh1ch were with-him, but only for .the priests?”
This was a. _piece of history; and they\ought 80 to have

‘read it as fo have found spiritual instruction in it. 1.’

have sometimes found even ‘a greater depth of spiritual-
ity in the histories than I have in the ‘Psalms. When you
reach the inner and spiritual meaning of a history you
are often surprised at the wondrous clearness — the
realistic force — with which the teachmg comes home
to your soul.
revelation aré better understood by being set before our
eyes in the histories than they are by the verbal declara-
tion of them. When we havie the statement to explain the
illustraion, the illusration exvpands and .vivifies the state-
ment For instance, when our Lord himself would ex-

Some of the. most marvelous mysteries of

. V.
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plam to us what faith wasg, he sent us to the history of
\the brazen serpent; and who that has ever read the story:
of the brazen serpent has not felt that he has had a
better idea of faith through he picture of the dying
snake-bitten persons looking to the serpent of brass and
hvmg, than from any description which even Paul has
- given us, wondrously as he defines and describes.

Just the same thing is true with regard to all the
ceremonial precepts, because the Saviour goes.on to say,
“Have ye not read in the law, how that on the Sabbath

DOUBTING CASTLE KNOWS NO SOUND
OF PRAYER .

Doubt is a serious handicap to prayer, as the Scrlptures

plainly show. The Holy Spirit, speaking through the -

Apostle Paul in' 1 Timothy 2:8 counsels men to pray,
“lifting up holy har/xds without: anger and doubting”.
The Greek word translated ‘doubting” is dw,logzsmos

-which signifies primarily the dct of reasoning or de--

h'bera:tmg This msy, of ~gourse, | be a legitimate occupa-
tion, as may be seen fromi-the use of this word in -some

.days the.priests in the'temple profane the Sabbath, and ~Dassages, for example, Luke 2:35, to denote the inward

_are blameless?” There is not a single precept in the old
law ﬂ)ut has an inner sense and meaning; therefore do
not turn away from Leviticus,, or say, “I cannot ' read
" these chapters in the Books of Exodus and Numbers.-
They are all about the tribes and their, standards, the
stations in the wilderness and the halts of the. -march, the
tabernacle and furniture,or about golden knops and bowls,

-\ and boards, and sockets, and precious stones, and blue and

. scarlet and fine linen.” No, but look for the inner mean-
ing. Make thorough search; for as in a king’s treasure
that which is the most closely locked up and the hardest
to come at is the choicest jewel of the treasure, so is it
with the Holy Scrlptures - /

" Did you ever go to the Brltlsh Museum lerary'-’ There

thoughts of the heart: “(Yea, a sword |hall pierce

_through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many

hearts may be revealéd.” In other passages it denotes
the process of carrying on’a debate or controversy with
another face to face. ‘Thus,
the scribes and Pharisees as they questioned the author-
ity of our Lord. It is said that our-Saviour “knew their

it is used in reference to

thoughts” (Luke 6:8) and “perceived their reasonmgs" .

(Lukeé 5:22), while as yet they had not given wvoice. to

_ their rebéllious intentions. N

‘When Christ appéared to Hls disciples after-the resur- -

rection, we are told that they were terrified,” thinking . -

that they beheld a spirit. He then said to themi: “Why
are ye troubled? and wherefore do questionings arise in
your heart?” (Luke 24:38). There are many to-day who

are many books,of reference there which the reader 1s,refuse to believe the Word of God; many who quibble
allowed to take down when he pleases.” There are other ".over the truth and question the testlmony ‘of the Lord

~ books for which he must write a ticket, and “he cannot
. get them without the ticket; but they have certain choice

books which you will not see without a special order, and
then there is an unlockmg of doors, and an opening of
cases, and there is a watcher with you while you make
your inspection. You are scarcely allowed to put your
eye on_the manuscript, for fear you-should blot a letier
out by glancing at it; it is such a precious—treasure;
there is not another copy of it in all the world, and so
you cannot get at it easily. Just -so, there are choice
and precious doctrines of God’s Word which are locked

. up in such cases as Leviticus or Solomon’s Song, and you

canr_lot-' gét at them without a deal of unlocking of doors;
and the Holy Spirit-himself must be with you, or else you
will never come at the priceless treasure. The higher
truths are as choicely hidden away as the' precious re-
galia of princes; therefore search as well as read. Do
not be satisfied with a ceremonial precept till you reach
its spmtual meaning, for that is true reading. You
have not read till you understand ithe spirit of the matter.

You wﬂl get a thousand helps out of that wondrous book
if you do but read it; for, understanding the words more,
you ‘will prize it more, and, as you get older, the Book
will grow with your growth, and turn out to be a gray-
beard’s manual of devotion just as it was aforetime a
child’s sweet story book.™ Yes, it will always be a new
book — just as new a Bible as if it was printed yester-
day, and nobody had ever seen a word of it till now; and
yet it will be a deal more precious for all the memofies -
which cluster round it. As we turn over its pages how
sweetly do we recollect passages in -our history which ,
will never be forgotten to all etermty, but will stand for-
ever intertwined with gracious promises. The Lord teach
us to read his book of life which he has openéd before us
here below, so that we may read our titles ¢lear in that
other book of love which we have not seen as yet, ‘but
which will be opened at the last great day. -

-

instead of accepting what He has said. Such doubting
must ever be a barrier to true prayer -for “He that com-
eth to God must believe that he is, and that he is a re-
warder of -thém that diligently séek him.” (Heb. 11:6).
- We must be on our guard lest at any time we allow to
‘remain in.our hearts any doubt as to God’s wisdom or
as to God’s love in His dealings with us. The tiue atti-
tude of the child of God is one.of confidence; we are to
come to Him in faith, “nothing doubtmg” (James 1:6),
/ that is, not having a cr1t1ca1 spmt
Thls word diologismos is used again Aih Phxhrpplans
2:14, where we are commanded to do all things “without
murmurings and dasputmgs ' Bishop -Lightfoot de-
scribes doiibting as “mtellectual rebellion agamst God”.
Questlonmg the supreme authority of our Lord in His
Word and in His prov1dent1al dealings with us leads
directly to-hesitancy in obeying His commands and fin-
ally to open disobedience: Someone has' said that a
Christian may enquire of the Lord concerning His will
by asking “When?” or “How?” but never “Why?”
May the Lord grant us deliverance from all doubting

and may He enable-us to come to Him in confidence,

trusting Him to do that which is best.
- o —0.L.C.

MY. COVENANT DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB

Desiring to-have & vital part in the work of the furtherance
of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be

applied to the Church Extension Loan Find of The Conserva-.

tive Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This money will
be loaned out to deserving causes t6 assist in the erecthn of
luituble plaees of wouhip. (Mntt. 28:19, 20).

~
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CONCERNING THE DOOM OF THE WICKED
-IT posslble to speak too terri!bly concerning. the mis-

S
: I ery of the finally impenitent? We think not, Take the
* words. of the Lord Jesus as your guide, and you “will

feel that no langudge can fitly convey his sense of the

* awful condition of a soul which has been judged, and

+ be,

finally condemned. Preachers who carry the utterances
of their loving Lord no further than they fairly should
.‘but express themselves in sincerely | alarming

- language, are now held up to ridicule as tinctured with -

the mediaeval spirit, as-Dantesque in ‘their descriptions,
etc. Now we believe that the delineations of both the
old preachers.and the great Italian poet were the grim
but truthful enlargement of the figures of Holy Scrip-

. ture, and that they were based upon a reverent awe of

AY

" tender.

divine justice, infinitely more to be desired. than the
proud infallibility of the preserit boastful age. ' )

At any rate, those men were not concerned to win the
popular favour, but wished, in their rough way, to paint
sin in hideous colours, that men xmght flee from it from
dread of its consequences. He is not the most loving

“who is afraid to speak a dreadful truth, but he who will

hazard his own name%or tenderness in order to be really
There i a worm which dieth not, and a fire\
which never can be quenched. The modern thinkers, with
their velvet moiiths, do not mention such a thing, but
dote upon “a larger hope”, for which there is not a grain
of support in” Holy Seripture. The Lord himself shall
judge who are his own servants; those who warn men
in saddest tones of terrorj\or those who ‘flatter ‘them
with théir own pleasing dreams. ‘ .
: - —C. H. SPURGEON

~

A man can be of any color, poorly dressed and without
legs, and yet walk with God._

“TAKE ME'WITH YOU” . . ,

* A group of fishermen were lounging round their boat
at a Scottish village one wild and stormy day many years
ago. They had given up all thoughts of any profit that
day, when an actxve lad with a fine, open face approached
them.

e want a boat,” saxd he. “Come, Phil, which shall we

‘take?” ” addressing his companion, who was as strongly

built and active as he. ;
.“T'his looks about our sort, » rephedzPhll
“You surely won’t venture out today,”.said the ‘oldest
of the fishermen. “This is no day for pleasure Iboatmg
_/“Yes, we will,” responded the leader of the two boys.
“If you fellows are afraid to go out, we are not.” And,

~

A _mdeed he looked as if he feared nothmg

! ~

“You shall not have my fboat ? said the old f1sherman
“It would be murder to give it to you.”
" “Why should not the boys have a turn, if they w1sh
it?” growled a man from the back. “It’s not so rough as
it was. They can have my, boat if they are so minded.”

“Not so rough!” exclaimed the old fisherman. “Why,

it’s going to blow harder thdn ever. Let. me beg of you,

my lads, not to go.”
“I shall go,” said the boy resolutely

August 16, 1956

“Then,” said the old man, “take me wdth you. This is

no day for boys to be out on the sea; but, if you must
‘g0, you should have an experienced man w1th you. Take
me with you.” -

Somethmg in the pathetlc tonies of the old man’s voice
touched the lad -more than all.he had prevmusly said. He
hesitated. Then he said abruptly to his companion: “Per-
haps, after all, Ph11 we had better wait untxl tomorrow »
and'then walked away again.- '

Years -afterward, that lad had rlsen to one of the high- -

‘est positions i the land, and’ had become Archblshop of ~

York. - °

He addressed a gathering of men and urged them to

take Christ with them in their voyage on the stormy sea“

of life. And, to preds home the lesson he told the story
I have related.

J esus Christ stands rbefore us and 'pleads with you and
me, ‘Take mé with you.” Before us stretch the stormy
seas of l1fe .across whiéh we must-sail. But to make a
safe passage, and to reach the port of heaven, we need
him on uboard So listen to his voice and accept his lovmg
offer when he says: “Take me with you.”

—H. D. Lampen, in Lily of the Valley _, .

HONESTY THE BEST POLICY

‘The story is told of a Duke of Buccleuch_who -bought a
cow from a farmer. near where he lived. The cow was

to be sent to his residence the next morning. It hap-

pened that the Duke was out walking when he saw a lad

trying to drive the cow. and not succeeding. The boy did .

not kriow th(e\Qhke, and called “Hie man, come here and
give me a'hand with this beast.”

The Duke walked on, t;vhile_ the boy still kept on calling

/

to him. At last he cried. ““Come here, man, and help us, -

and TI'll give you half I get.” The Duke lent a hand, and
as they walked, he asked, “What do you expect to get for
this job?” “I don’t know,” said the boy, “but I'm sure of
something, for the folk up there at the big house are
good to all bodies.”

'When they got near the house, the D'uke -slipped, in

_fby another way. Calling a servant, he gave him a sover-

eign, saying, “Give that to the boy who brought the cow.”
The Duke returnéd to the ‘avenue where the boy soon
rejoined him.” “How much did you get?” asked the Duke.

“A shllhng,” said the boy, “and there’s half of it to you o

“But surely you got more than a shiiling.” “No,” said
the boy, “that’s what I got, ‘and do you not think it's
plenty?” “I do not,” said the Duke. “There must be some
mistake; and as I.am well acquainted with the Duke, if
you return, I think, I can get you more.”

They went back, and the Duke ordered all the servants
to be assemzbled "Now * gaid the Duke, “point me out the

- .
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person who gave you the shilling.”- “It was that chap
there with the apron,” pointing to the butler. .
The butler fell on his knees and ‘%tried to make an
* apology, bult the Duke indignantly ordered Him to give
the boy the sovereign, and quit his service instantly. -
“You have lost,” said the Duke, “your money, your situa-
tion .and your character, by your covetousness; learn
thenceforth that honesty fis ‘the best policy.” - ’
The boy by this time recognized fthat his assistant was
the Duke, and the Duke was so idelightted with the worth
and honesty of‘ the boy that he ordered him to‘be sent-te
school and provided for at his own expense.
: —Selected -

Bll\llﬂ Schonl Lesson [Ilitliné.

August 26, 1956

. Vol. 20 Third Quarter - Lesson 9

OLIVE 'L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE-OFFER OF MERCY TO ALL  ~.

Lesson Text: Isaiah 55:1-13. . - '

Golden Text: “Seek ye the Lord ‘while he may be found, call
ye upon him while he is near.”—Isaiah 55:6. .

_God’s offer of mercy is possible because Christ died for the
sins of men. Therefore, this study is an appropridte one to
follow the study of Isaiah 53. T
=~ We rather marvel that such a call should be necessary. The
human heart does™not fathom its own need. “Make a product
that the world needs, and the world will make a path o
your door’ was the motto of a famous manufacturer. When
a possible cure: for cancer,is announced, ,thousands of suf-
ferers rush fo the spot. It is a sad commentary on human
nature, that although Christ has the cure for the world’s ills,

an urgent invitation must be extended to sin-sick humanity;

and .even then, the invitation is almost universally scorned
-or neglected (Heb. 2:1-3)., -~ . A
How simple, yet how potent:is God’s offer of mercy: “Ho!” "
“Come”, “Buy and eat” (Rev. 3:18)! The ‘ferms are within
the comprehension of the smallest child, and yet, how few
embrace them! The ‘Gospel call is an appeal to the reason
(Isa. 1:18), to the conscience iand to the will. The Lord waits
outside the door of the heart, tenderly, patiently pleading
for admission (Rev 3:20). ~ |
God’s offer of mercy is universal, world-wide (Matt. 28:
- 19, 20; Luke 2:10). 'God’s call is to every-one that is thirsty;
whosoever will may come“(John 3:16; -Rev. 22:17). The
world and ‘its people issue invitations to 'those who are worthy,
wealthy or congenial (Luke 14:12-14),/but the Lord calls to
Himself all who feel their need of His love and His salvation
(Matt, 11:28-30). . .

Obstrve the metaphors suggested in‘the terms of the in- .

vitation. 'Christ is the Way to the Father's thione (John
10:9; 14:6; Heb. 10:19-22), and as the Way, He calls men
and women to take the necessary steps and come to Him,
When Eliezar sought to win Rebekah as @ bride .for Isaac.
her parents asked her the question, -“Wilt thou 'go-with this

man?” (Gen. 24:58). Rebekah could not become tthe bride of /

Isaac without leaving her own land, people, desires and plans,
“-g?me” suggests the necessity for decision, movement and
action. -

IChrist is the Water of life, in that He alone can give re-
freshment, satisfaction and abundant life (John 7:37-39; 10:

. 10). _All who are thirsty.are dnvited to come to Him_and
partake of ‘the living water which He gives (Jer. 2:13; John

213, 14; Rev. 21:6;, 22:17). 'Thirst is one of the most agon-
izing of natural needs (John 19:28). The soul that is athirst
for IChrist s in dire need of the water of life (Psa. 42:1, 2
63:1; 143:6, 7; Isa. 44:3; Matt, 5:6). .

AChrist is also the Bread of life (John 6:33, 48, 51):~ ‘Water
and bread are two essentials of life. Christ alone can give
the nourishment which will satisfy spiritusl hunger. Let us
taste. and see that the Lord is good. Wine is the token of

-

y

natural joy. In Christ alone can be found deep, lagting joy.
Milk is the token of the food which sustains even the smallest
child (1 Cor. 8:2; 'Heb. 65:12). Souls must feed and grow on
the Word of God (1 Pet. 2:2).

These commodities — water, bread, wine and milk — are
offered freely. A traveller m@y find that the money of his
native land is of no value in a foreign land., The coinage -of
the world is not acceptable in the- heaveuly realm (1 Pet,
1:18-21).  If we.would have everlasting life, we muist 'accept
it as. a free gift from the Saviour (John 8:36; Rom. 3:24;
6:23; 11.:6) ; 'we cannot earn it or pay for it.

Thée prophet marvelled at the foolishness of the men of
his day, who constantly laboured, but in vain, since their

energies were expended in the wrong direction. Similarly, '

men in our own_day .restlessly struggle to gain that which
can give no permanent satisfaction, for gain, for gold; for
position, for fame or pleasure (John 6:27). The Lord calls
to ithem %o cease their foolish quest and to learn wisdom,
taking the steps which will give them His own gifts of
abundant life, joy_and peace. : ,

With all who will obey 'he Gospel invitation and accept
His offer of mercy the Lord will make a sure and everlasting

coveniant (Psa. 89:1, 28, 49), even as He did with David.

(2 Sam. 7:8; Acts 13:34). The Gospel is the New ICovenant,
the promise of cternal peace with God (Heb. 9:16-22), and
Christ is the Mediator, so that this covenant cannot fail.

The invitation is urgent; it must be accepted ere the oppor-

may not always be found (John 7:34; Heb, 3:18) ; He'may not
always be near (Prov. 27:1; Matt. 5:25; 2 Cor. 6:1. 2). The
one whe. persistently hardens his heart against the Lord’s
offfer of mercy niay find the doors closed against him (Matt.
25:10-12; Luke 13:25). There is @ boundary line between
God’s mercy and His wrath, .

The Gospel call is conditional. If one would travel to the
Heavenly ‘City, he must leave the iCity of Destruction. The

sinner must forsake his sinful ways, thoughts and desires. He -
must repent and believe the Gospel (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38)..-

One who leaves the far country and travels toward home méay
always be sure of a welcome from the- Heavenly Father
(Luke 15:20). , . o

Who would not give up his own thoughts and plans for the
marvellous thoughts and purposes of God? -How inﬁmtel};
hirgg)?.nd holy are the thoughts -of our God (2 Sam. 7:19; Psa.
92:5)1!

God’s offer of mercy is conveyed through 'His Word. The
refreshing -rains, the moisture and the dew, sent; by -the
Father, water the seed, so that it comes to fruition (Deut.
32:2). The 'Word of God is of divine origin, and it has power,
when energized by the Holy Spirit, to cause the truth to
mature insthe heart (1-Pet. 1:28). This is the Word which
wé n}‘ust proclaim in all its purity (Ecel. 11:6; Isa. 32:20).

‘What are the results for those who ac the Lord’s offer?
Joy, peace, victory 'and glory. So: t will be the joy of the
awakened soul" that all nature will seem to be renewed in
his eyes. Thorns, briers and thistles, evidences of the curse
in nature because of man’s sin (Gen. 3:17, 18), will no longer
be in control, for the Lord will ransom 1s from the curse

(Gal. 8:13; Rev. 22:3). ‘Above all, a new name, the name of .

the Lord, the name of glory and true renown, will be given
to us (Rev. 2:17; 8:12). We shall be forever a.witness, a
token, a sign of the mercy-and greafness of our God (Eph.
2:4-7; 2 Thess, 1:10-12) .~ . .

Daily Bible Readings
Aug. 20—The Call to the Sinful
Aug. 21—The Call to the Hungry
Aug. 22—The (Call to the Thirsty .........
Aug. 23—The ICall to Life -Abundant

John 6:35-568

Aug. 24—The Call of the Saviour .......... .. Rev. 8:14-22
Aug. 25—The Call to the Fountain .............. ... Rey, 21:1-8
Aug. 26—The Call of the 'Spirit and the Bride... Rev, 22:13-21

Suggested Hymns .
« O Ohrist, inThee my soul hath found.
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy.
Jesus the water of life has given.
I heard the voice of Jesus say. - °
Jesus, Thou Joy of loving hearts.
“Whosoever heareth!”

\
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‘tuniity "be. withdrawn (Gen. 6:3; 7:16; Prov. 29:1). -The Lord .

John 4:1-26 -

... John 7:32-39 ~
John 10:1-15
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| DON'T MISS THIS OFFER’ R |

\

Tlm Prlest the anan and the l]unfessmnal

. by FATHER CHARLES CHINIQUY
= . -{a 144 page book paper cover)

. S0cnts |
o (REGUI.AR PRICE—SIOO)

" e.e o e Written by a former Roman Catholic pnesf

o oo o Well dooumenied with quohhons from Roman Cai'hollc .
writers. . - -

+ o o o o A stariling revela'hon of the irue naiure of the
Confesslonel -

In order to give H'us book the lorges’r cirdulation poss“ble. THE GOSPEL 'WITNESS  now
offers it to you for only fi ﬂy cents (regular price - $1.00). Help us to send this information .
across the continent! Order a number and distribute them to friends. Put them in'the hands
of those who are coni'emplahng marriage with Roman Catholics. /'_ ) o -

— 4

Smd?/om (?ndm]nday’ o : -
THE. GOSPEL WITNESS, - | 1

130 Gerrard Street East, : AR o : - o ‘l
, Toronto 2, Onieno. T .' : -

Dear Sirs: - ' | - : : T - b
L Please find enclosed the sum of $ ‘ for e COPIES. of "The '
i Pnesi' the Woman and the Confessnorral" at the special price of fi ﬂ’y cents per copy. .~

\ . ‘ R . -~ ).
Nome ' / '

. ~'.. Address o / ;

. '. } . /
<« Ci fy or Town N ..... Province or Stats ...




