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TH'E USE OF A POWERFU~ "wEApON 
'THI.S week mar~ 'an' anniversary of pa'ramount sig- Word of God' and c,ommon', se~s!l know, ~othing '9f the 

nifieance.j(t was by that date in the year 1456 that ecclesiastical ri'gment of the imagination 'which' is called. 
the first .printed 'boO'k to ~e produced from -movewble type "a·postol'ic succession" but ''there is .jn a {'eal sense a true 
was released. Since that time the world has been flooded spiritual succession throu·gh the influence of '~e page: 

" with the productions 'of the printing ·press and no one Among his many..-writings, Luther penned his com men­
can over estimate the far-reaching 'influence.,which this tary on Galatians and another on Romans. In Great 
invention yhas had upon human history. 'It surely. ranks Britain the&e works were translated into the English 
with the great· discoveries of all time for the printed language. Luther's work on -Galatians fell into the hands 
pa'ge has,jnfluenced, for good' or bad, countless ~illions Of a sw~aring tinker who was influenced greatly ,by the. 

" 

, of mortais. and has been the means of toppJoing 'thrones work I8iDd was even'tuaHy oon:velited. The ,tlinker',s ·name? 
and inciting th~ passions OO;·multitudes. .' . ""7 John Bunyan,.au'thor of Pilgrim'S' Progress, 'J!l:1e Holy , 

'Significantly the first book that was published on that War and"other immortal works. 'Among his lesser known 
red~letter' day of five 'hundTed:years ago waS' a Bihle. printed works was:a traet ';Visions of'Heaven.and Hell~'. 
This Latin Bible was composed of 1,282 pages and bound, A ,Cornish miner !eceived, this tract ·and; through that 
iii :two' volumes.. One of the forty-one perfect copies instrumentality'. he' was converted. The, miner waft Billy 
which are still ~n 'existence is in the American. con- Bray who was mi'ghtily used of God in'the worl,{_, of soul-
&'l(essionallibrary .. and: is now valued at $350,000. Despite - winning. ' .. 
tile fact.that the .first production of the newly-discovere~ , Luther's otHer great work was· the commentary on the 

- moveable type was' a Bi'ble, it is tG ,be feared that evan- book of Romans. Years after the German ·refonner' had 
'gelicals have not ta:ken advantage ofl the press as they died, his commentary was being read aloud in a meeting 
.should have dO.ne.. Others 'ha:ve quickly realized the po- in England. A 'listener was impressed. ,by the .. meSSage 
tential of this 'propa'ganda giant land have used it to tell- and his 'heart was "strangely wa,rmed". This listener w~s \ 
iiig advantage; . conver-ted; his name was John Wesley, the mighty· 

preacher whose stupendous 'evangelistic, work was the 
·AIi Epoch-Making' 'Book 'means under God of saving England. from a French 

Let us go -back in\our imaginations to a day in the last Revolution:, .., ,..:;. 
century and visit the 'library ,of .the 'British Museum. A,Long years then ~fter l\{~n Luther had passed be-

. There'a man sits read.ing and: writing. Those who passed yond this life. his influence lived' on in the printed page­
by 'might have scoffed at this worker's actiyitie& as being , as he multiplied his wor~ through. those who were, in 
a W'aste of ItJime or lfibe .gpeculatilO'ru! of a .lazy'man; What turn, the means of sp'iritual bles·sing to'tlie sons of men. 
is'the man's name? It is Karl Marx. With what is 'he con- " 
cerned? He is engaged in research for a ·book which he Spurgeon's Use of the Press 

, is to write. 'The book? - CapitaJ,/ This volume was to The far-reaching effects-for eternal good of the print-
• " ' I . 

,s'ha:ke ~urope. arouse the working class, depose a Czar, ing ,press were remarkably demonsb:ated in the life and 
and be the means of estabJoishing the 'Soviet s~te and ministry of ~'the Prince of the Freach~rs", C. H. ·gpu·r­
the present world-wide menace of Communism. "The geon. That man of God had~his sermon printed weekly 
pen is mightier than the sword" is no idle cli,\M; it is and Ibhey were di9j;ribu!ted Ito ·tbecends of lIJhe earth. From 
a solemn fact.' all .parts of the 'world came news of souls saved th.rough 

the printed pa'ge. In 1867,. Ml"; Spurgeon tol~ one thrill. " 
A True Apo!!tolic Successic;)D ing story a'bout thi!! feature of hilt ·work. He said, "I 

iIn -the past, the Christian,wor14 has tbeen immeasura'bly heard the d'ay -before y'esterd'ay, something which g·reatly 
, blessed through the ministry of the priri~d page. The cheered me. It' was that, 8;'t' the late meeting of 'believers 
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in Chicago, one came from' the far West, who as·ked 70~ ) 
a missionary to preach' in ··a newly-formed d'istrict; an,¥-

. , 

1J4t ~n5ptl ·11DilntS5 '-- the ·reason he.gave.for the missionary was, that the peo­
ple in "that region had read my sermon on thf;! S'a'bbath, 
and no less than two hundred souls had been converted 
to God through reading them.'~ Two hundred souls who 
had not heard..t;he spoken words of the Lord's messenger 
but who were reached -by thti ISpi.rit through a printed. 
message! To Spurgeon came word of· the salvation of 
drunkards, priests, I h.arlots, murderers and peoples of· 
many, many lands. . ' 

,Spurgeon to.Jd 8IIloltlher story· of ltJhe fur-reaching ·and un- . 
expected influence of his printed ministry. "At the close 
'o1'one 'Of 'Our ·s'erv,ices, a tp'OOI' wom~ accompanied by two 
'of her neigbbours. came to my vestry in deep distress. 
Her husband' ;had flf;!.d the country; and, in her sorrow, 
s·he ·had gone to the hou!!e of God, and something I said in 
the sermon made her thin·k that I was personally familiar,' 
with ·her case. Of CO,urse, j had rea'lly known nothing 
a·bou-t her. I had' made use of a general illustration which 
just fitted her parti·cula-r case. She· told me her story and 
a very sad one it was. J said, 'There 'is nothing that we 
ca'n do but kneel down,~ and cry to' the . Lord f~r. the im­
mediate conversion of YO'lr hus·band.' We knelt down, and 

" I prayed' that the Lord would touch the heart of the de­
se.rter, convert his soul, and bring ·himback to his home. 
When we rose from our knees, I said to. the poor woman, 
'Do not 'fret. about the matter .. · I feel sure your husband 
will.come home, and that he will yet 'become connected 
w:ith our church.' She. went away. and I forgot all ·about 
her. Spme months afterwards, she re.:a'ppeared, with her 
neigbbours. ar.d Ii man, ,whom she introduced to me as 
.her. husba.nd. He Iblaid indeed come back, land he had 
returned a converted ~an . .on making inquiry, and com­
paring notes, we found that, the very day on which we 
had prayed for his lconversion, he, 'being at that time on 
a ~hiij: far awa~ on the. sea, stu~ib\ed ~st une~p:q;edlY . 
u-pon a stray copy. of one of my sermons. He read It; the 
truth went to his heart; he repented, ~nd sought the 
L~rd ; . and, as SOOI! a,s 'possi,ble, he came baC'k to ,his wife 
and his daily calling. He was admitted as a member of 
t.he Tabernacle, and'h-is wife, who, up to that .time ·had 
\lQt joined the chu.rch\~ was also received into fellowship 
with us." ./ ..... 

'T-hese are only several recorded instat:lces among hun­
dreds which were reported to the. great preacher who 
new the ~alue. of the printed page in the 'fu·rtherance of 

. the gosp'el.. These testimonies from the past' could be 
multiplied again and again if we were to examine. the· 
lives of other.:s'lervants ·of the Lord who. dared to utnrze 
the'printed page. . . 

The Cults and the Printed Page· 
What of the present ·hour? Is it not a sad fact that the 

printing press is put to use by'1he seCts and cults whlIe 
&.plbiSits Ihave fa'Hed It!<> grasp suclh a lpO'tent weapon? The 
"Jehovah Witnessess":'for'instance have progressed for 
three· reasons: (1) organization ·(2) the employment of 
script,uTal method (holDe visitation) to propagate an 
unscriptural m~ssa'ge (3) ~e printed; page. In Brooklyn, 
New York, they possess the largest rel'igious press .in 
the world; ri·g1!t here At Toronto they have erected a 
Canadian headquarters .to 'house their organization.· In 

:'the 'headquarters they have a press and a literature stor­
. ·age depot. One tpay 'be sure thaf this 'propagator .Qf 
\ error would not employ the printed page if it brought 

no l'esult(s! 

""';" _3rr.. .......... I ". '. a.w 

Jrotestant Ablt~tate 
.. 

FOUNDER AND FI'RST EDITOR-Dr. T. T. Shields' 
(Editor 1922 • 1955) 

PuMiShed everr 'Ilhursday for the· ·,propaga.tion of th~ 
,Evangelical pl'1ooi'lples of the Protestant Refor.mation 
and in deifem:e dllthe fllitlh om:e deUvered to the 9aints. 

$3.00 Per Year. 'ostpald to anY a!ldr ... t'Oe "er Single Copy. 

CHAIRMAN, ·BOARD OF DIRECTORS: , .\ 
Dr. H. C. Slade, 'astor, JarYls Street Baptitt Church, 

e 

EDITO'R-IN-CHIEF.'· 
'Laslie K. Tarr 

ASSOCiATE EDITORS: 
Dr. C. D. Cole 

OliveL Clark, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
.5.5. JAsson .iI~ &iihang81 

'.'1 am not ashamed of the gospal of CIIrlst."-RomallS 1:16 
e .. 

Address Correspondence: 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS , 

130 Gerrard. Street East. Toronto 2 '. Canada 
I 

" -Telephone·WAlnui 1-7~15, I 
Registered Cabiii,Ad ...... : JarWitsem, Canada 

• f 
, ... 

. Rome and the Press 

The Roman Church, too, has awakened to the power 
of the pre~s. Nearly every Canadian or American news­
paper and magazine has carried the advertisements which 
a·re; sponsored -by the KnigMs< of Columbus. These· invite 
readers to investiga~ the "teachings of Rome. Hund·reds 
of thousa:tJ.ds have replied and the Catholic '·Church Claims 
thousand's of converts. A·gain, let no one think that Rome 
would squande·r thous·ands upon thousands of dollars upon 
this method if it brought. "0 ·r~s,rlts. 

Need for_Evangelical Baptist Lite:r,-ature 

There are many good evangelical agencies which pro. 
moti the printing and distribution of -Christian litera.· 
ture. In ,Canada, however, there is a desperate need for 
the wholesale circul~tion of true-to-the-Bilhle pamphlets, 
booklets and hooks. . This can, "in no wise, be a su·bsti­
tute 'for the work of the local church -for it is at this 
point that most evangelical 'literature fa,l1s down. A ,true 
gospel }literature program will 'be a powerful auxiliary to' 
the local church and must 'be planned to fit in, with the 
work of that ·body. It is the local ~ssembly of believers· 
that is described· as "the pillar and g.roU"nd of the truth" 
and a literature crusade that ignores or seeks to super­
cede the assembly does not aoccomplis·h the minimum good 
for it by-passes the divinely-~staJDlished. institution. 

On this five hundredth' anniv(lrsary of the completion , 
of the fi.rst boo'k to is!!ue from the modern press, let evan. 
gelical Baptists dedicate themselves to the production 

,and distri'bution of a 'Bi-blic.al literature that will be )the 
means of saving and instructing multitudes in our land 

. and to the ends of the earth. 
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_btJ arbi~ . &~ttt ~ulpit· 
~. 

-Pree-iO;U5 T!ruth from' an. Ob5~ure Text 
. ." , 

. A Sermon by Dr~ T.' T. Shields . 

Preathed in Jarvis s-~re;t. Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday MGrn:ng, -AUgU~t 19th, 1923 - '. . \ 

('Stenogt:alfuic.all:ly Reported) 
. , 

"And Jalbez called on ilfue God of :I'STael, say.i.~, Oh 1lhalt !thou wou~de9t Mess me 
., indeed, and enlarge ,my coast, and tlhat ilihine 'hand mIg-hit 'be IW'ith me, and that thou 
wouldest keep me from evil, thatilt \lD'ay not grieve 'me! And' God' 'granted him ifihat 
which he requested."-l Chrom.~les 4:10. ',.. .' 

(275) 3 

-

THERE is many a desert, many a wide expanse ·of arid 
sands, frOm whi$ if a man -turn 'back he may well be 

excuse~. . And yet, if he will but p~rsevere, every grain 
of that 'burning sand, will'prove to be of value' to him in 
lead,ing him at last to a fruitful oasis where palm trees 
flouris'h, 'where fruits- abound, and where refreshing 

to ,be ordinary Mr. And -after all, tl!ese titles conferred 
upon -men by Jtlen have very little value; ·ibut when 'God 

- caUs a man the Honoura'ble Jabez, he must :have done 
·something. And 'he is' not,only the' Honourable, but he 
is the Right Honourable: "Jabez was' more honourable 
than his 'brethren." . 

springs gush forth from the earth. -
Now, there are ·passa'ges of :Scripture, written 'by in- . I. 

spiration, 'having their place ip. the di'\tine record, which Now, what wonderful t'hing did this man do that God 
'are not particularly interesting in many ordinary situa. singles him out from the vast 'crowd to write his bio. 
tions. Although you have tried, to ibelieve in the'divine graphy? What.wiIl God tell uS"about this man? Was he· 
inspi,ration' of ·Scripture, although you say you do, per. a great statesman? Did, he 'lead 'a nation oul of bondage? 
haps when' you have come upon these long lists of names, Or, was ,he a great warrio·r? Had he many victories to 
you have said, "Well, why·in the world were they~aH hill credjt? Was he a gl'eat author? .. Did h~ write many 
written down? Of what possibl~ 'Value can they be?" A, . .books? What did he'do? I tboink .it is trem~ndously sIg. 
deeper study of the Word of God will disclose' to you nificant that in tMs' wide wilderness God selects one 
that everyone of -them is a link in the chain of the divine ·man, and the one thing that He tells us about this man 
purpose. There is not one of them writ~en down that :was that he was a man of prayer. As 'God looks over 
does not play its part iIJ. vindicating the VYord of the the li!lt; He seems to: say, "I r.emember Jab'ez esp~ially, 
'Lord. But hidden away in this chapter of hard- names, 'because ··he talked to Me every day .. I heard trom him 
you ·find this verse 'Wliich 'I have read to you. I remem. continually. He 'called' 'on the' God of Israel. It is all re· 
'ber wad,ing through these chapters-I have gone through corded here; I have his prayers before Me and I will 
them many times ...:...... unt~1 a lot of these names are t}J.e !Write it down for the 'generations to come so that they 
names of my ·friends. I rather enjoy me~ting-them now; may know that -the man who prays is heard.in Heaven, 
:but 1 thought on fi,rs-t acquaintance they were most un~ and t'hat God 'has-special regard for the. praying man." 
interesting people. And I temember one day saying, If Jabez had not prayed, his name would have been for. 
"Well, what a lot of ordinary people there wer~ - in -the gotten; we. should never have heard of him. You do not 
world in those days'! All that could possibly be said of read an account of a prayer.meeting in the newspapers, 
th&m was, that they were born, they lived a whije, and do you? Did you ever,see on the front page of a news. 
they died,. Nothing is recoriied of any achievement fu paper a big.he;id·.lirie, saying'that at a certain -place, at 
the.ii" credit - othey !Were born; they lived·, they died, and. a certain time, a company of people gathered together to 
their children followed on after them.". . pray - and they did nothing 'out pray? .0 no, it is only \ 

But here is a name in the midst of this long procession a prayer.meeting. But 'God wri.tes"'down here the story 
of ordinaty/people, 'Concerning ,whom Ood writes some. of a man who prayed .alone, "More things 'are . wrought 
thing. As though He looked down this period of 'histoU', 'by .prayer, than this world d'reams of." And when. God 
and lIe ~ame upon that name, and He said, "A'h, loot t'he're opens His Book to reward His servants, it will be discov •• 

- is a nam~ that must be 'perpetuated: there is a life con· ered that the honoura:ble men, and the mGrc honourable­
cerning wh'ich I 'have something to say." And so He men - the men and 'women who stand in the first rank 
writes down the name of this man Jabez;- and, He tells in 'God's esti~ation - are the men an4' women who 
~s that "his· mother- calle'd his ·name -Ja:bez, saying, Be. ,prayed. And God can put a lot in a few words, you· ·know. 
cause I ibare him with: sorrow." And then God writes 1 He can wrap' infinity, I was going to say, in swaddling 
doWn, the ·fact that Jabez called on the ·God of Israel and ,bands; He can wri-te aU that He has ever said, and will 
God gives him a title. .And He .says, ~'Jabez was more ever say - He can . epitomize every wGrd that has· ever 
hOI).ourable than his brethren." How would you like to be ,procEleded 'out of'His mO!1th ~n one'wo~ ~the Cross of 
called, toe Honou,rable Mr. So.and-'so? [n this democratic our Lord Jesus Christ. T·hus, He condenses the "historY 
country we do not 'lIse titles - only becaus~ we have not of this man. 'He notes tl1at which -characterized' him, 
got ·them, DoctQrsof Divinity, ~nd, all kinds af dOcfl9rs, which was the distinguishing feature of the man's life. 
'will ibe so plentiful by and by- that it wiIllbea distinction He does not· say that he' was rich, or influential with . ,. 
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'men:; He does ,not telr,us where 'lie was'born, or whether. ,rea'lm of the s'pirit. There is a covenant; there is a plan" 
he lived long or for 'but a brief period. We are simply and purpose in which you and lire included; and it will 
told that he' was a -man who established communication help us t,o pray if we rem,ember that 'God has ,come into 
with the skies, and that God"ha~ a"re~ord that ''-Jabez covenant relationship with Hi~ people" and that we know 
called on the ,God of [srae!." And! then the wonder of all , Him now - not as th~ 'God :of Israe'l: He was th~t; He 
is, ~hat God had ,h,is· prayer :written' down. ,The very 'lis that; :but we 'have a {uIler revelation; for He ,said 

'prayer he offered, God, :kept it on file, kept a record of ,when He made promise to kbr~am:, ','Not to ,seeds, as 
i~,' arid put ,it in this inspired volume for the instruction of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, Which is Christ." 

, and, inspiration of all the ,generations to come. ' , And the promise ,God, ~de to 'israel 'f,in4s its fulfilment 
,I What 8!bout Jabez then? '''Jabez called on ,the God of .. in Christ. And>in the New 'Testament you' have this' 

..... Israel.'" He'was a m~n to whom 'God was somethin'g'more . phrase 'aga'~n and again ~'not, the God of A:braham, and' 
than an abstraction, infinitely ,more' than an idea or an o~ ls'aac, and of J aCd~ ; 'but this "later, and .fulle~ revela- , 
idea!. ,This J a'bez did not 'worship a, Blind' Foree; "he did bon, "the' God of our Lordi Jesus' Christ" - the, only 

,not bow to the 'Foirst Great Cause" ,he did not worship ,God we 'know; the only 'God, we can ,know is the God of ' 
Law; 'but 'a transcend-ent" 'li'Vi~'g, Personality' Who had our Lord Jesus 'Christ. The ,God Japez,knew was_the God ' 
come into his family history: 'he called upon his'fat:fier's Who ha~ c~me to Isaac and:to Israel,. and Who had, re- , 
God,;,he prayed to God, Who was, the 'God of Israel:. You,' vealed Himself; the only God we kpow IS the God reveale~ 

, cannot write a 'letter to ~ne wliose address you 'do n,ot in the P~rs~!l ~f. Jesus, ehd'st. An~ if you surrenda:­
- know; we cannot pray to one whom we do not know: mark thiS'! - If you surrender the great truth, for In­
"~HowshaIl they 'believe in him' of whom they have not. stance, of the virgin, birth of Christ; if you surrender 
heard?"'I do not wond'er that where evolutio~is' preached that wltich flows out of it:- the truth of His essential 

, from the pulpit, the prayer.meeting 'soon ,bec6mes neglect- -rDeity; if you reduce Jesus ,:Christ to the measure of a 
ed. I, at least, cannot p~ay to- a Law, to- ,an impersonal I man; 'and He is only 'a ,manicYou make~i~ impo~i'ble fpr' 
Force. to a vague somethIng that operates I ,do not know m~n to pray. For we do ndt know,God If He be only a 
hOW'. There was in t~is man's iife a,Uv.i:~g Personality;, . m~n} ~he ,whole Christian revelation crum'ble(J, arid the 
transcending all the works of Hi,s hands ': "And J aobez Blible IS of no value, and we are )ost upon the road to 
called on' the ,God of ie,rael;" he 'pray~ to a', God who agnosticism; we are in utter'dar;kness; we canpot :pray 
had"revealed Himself., It'is not trUe, my friend, that at.alI. / But in Jes~'s we :kno~ ~ho God is. He,is some­
Abraham discovered God; it' is not true that our knowl- thmg more thana law, somethmg m()re than a force: 
edge of God is the result '0"£ our gr~dually pushing OUT He i~ ,the God and Father,of our Lord Jes:us Christ. M~n 
way i,nto' the realm of. the unknown. AI;rthat we know may sa~ that we are tal.kin'g about thingS Uiat, do not" 
of 'God, ()r can know of Him He has told us of Himself~ ~tter 'when we are talking about these things; but I 
And here was 'a man..in this 'great procession of - thad just point out to you :that these matters are fundamental 
'almost s'aid'nonentities who heard 'God speak from Heav- .tQ every exercise of the soul towardGc;>d: 'Jab~z prayed 

.: ' , - ~~. h k God d /i ". .en; and he knew God. Do you know Hi'm?;Js,He'a reality 'u.::cau~e e' new· ,', an 'Ye c~,n, p~ay when, we kno", 
to yoou?' 'Can you ca:ll 'upon ,tlte God of Israel? lit, is a 'God,; 'but we cannot know HIm unless Jesus be His SOli_ 
gr.eat thing'\to have a family history" ,like Ja'bez'had. If"'- And then-he-came with this 'advantage, that he knew 
had' 'been handed down to h,i'JIl, 'and' he/knew that GOd he was, going; to One Who had taken' thought of him:' He 

,had 'been a factor in the history of the past. I have not' had planned for him; He',was ~n covenant with ,him.' I 
~,hY doup(that as Jabez loo'ked upon,the past historY, he' wa,s talking to 'a man recenbly who lived .'in a large city, 
had lea,rned the 'story of Egypt,'and the story of Joseph's and had four or five ~qildr:en. He said, "You know it 
gO'ing down.into E'gypt; he knew al~ about the ladder set takes a lot of money to ra:ise a .family in this day. To 
up upon ~arth, ;whose top reached to Heaven; he knew 'begin with," he 'said, "every:pne of them need a new pair , 
a!bout the wrestling at the ford Jaibbok where the angel of shoe,S every.m~nth." WeU,s?me little iboy come,s,aIQng' 
touched his father Jacob, and led him to' prevail by cling.' and he tells hiS motp,er that bls shoes'are worn out, or 

\ ing to him. What about your -family'hi!Jtory'?'Nowad'ays, his stockings ar~ Worn out; or something, else is worn 
you know, it is popular to get 'loose from the past .. The out. And he,discovets- very often that when there was a 
spirit of the Athen'ians' is everywhere prevalent: they bargain down town, mother :inticipated' his, need'. ap4: had 
spend! their ...... time in' nothing else but either to tell or to a neW pair of shoes in the' drawer lWaitiiJgfor him. He 
hear some new tb'i.ng. ' , \ ' s~pposed that 'mothe~ 'had ,n'?t notice~; 'but'she knew that 

hiS shoes were w~arIng ou~, and ~he· knew that a good 
. many other things were, wearing out. She knew aU 'II. 

But what' I want 'specially to remind you of is that about 'the stockings. whether they could be da,rned ,any 
this' man prayed to One Who was in covenant with His more' or not, and whether other things Could ,be mended. 
people( T'hat is the significance of the te~, "the God She had to think aooq,t all these things. And when the . 
of Israel." 'I 'am the God ,of A.braliam, the God of Isaac, ' little fellow came to tell his,: tale 'of wo~, and to say how 
and'the :God oJ.JacO'~~' -, the God Who.'makes promise to urgently he needed these things, h'is 'mother said "I 
one and fulfils it ,to another all 'down thr~ugh the ages. know all about 'them. I have, been' watching. /'1 have 
And the' ,God Whom Jabez knew was ~n dil"ect covenant planned aU that." It is a great thi{i.g tOrcome to God and I' 

, with his own: ·so is -the God we know,' through Jesus to know :Him as .one Who is concerned With all, the iittle' 
Christ our ,Lord. No man 'of science has ever suggested detaUsof ~ife;' _an~, . Hterally, 'if we' want a new pair of 
that the material 'un~;verse is' haphaza~dly ord,ered or shoes, He knows 'all albout.~it: ~':Your Father knoweth 
governed; If· there is 'anything, as I h'ave' 'b'efore su'g- what things ye have need' of, before, ye ask him." I re­
I,fest~ ~o Y'ou, tha,t ~trut? ,science ~ea~s" ,it is the i~·1 'member ,When, I was iIi EI).gland talICin~ to'the High Com­
exorablhty of law - -that God's laws 'go on and are mis'sioner one day' about· a" certain gentleman whom I 
irres'isti'ble. There is design; there is the evidence of an wanted to see; and 'he s~id: "You know' it is always an 

_ overj"~linog hand in thj affairs ... ot na~ure. and in t~e ad'Vanta~e in th~s 'countrY --to make an 'appoinbpent so.:.. 
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that when :yoo ·go you .are expected. You are not a' - do.esn't the ch~reh pray like that? It in~y b~' there are 
. stranger; your name has 'gon'e befO£e you, and the man is 'members here this morning from other :church.es, some 
waiting to receive .you." 1\nd in that-.partic~lar case, I stra~~ers who d~ppe~ in, ~nd you s.ay, "I w!sh we ~ight 
went; and althoUgh .he was a man. of greati-mportance, have a real blessmg In our church·- nothmg .spuriOUS, 

. he greeted me as an old friend: "0 yes, I am 'so ·g.Iaq to 'but s6m~thing t~at will enter into the }jves and charac­
see you. I heard from so-and-so aJbout you. What can ters of the people, Imd that will Iast fO.r ever." W~ll, this 
I do fGr you to-day?" And we sat 'd0WJ!. and had-a pleas- is the lesson- for. you: "Oh that thou w,?uldest bless me 
ant chat. But had I gone as a stranger, he might. have indeed!" O:ill~' God can do 'it; and 'if Yjou are going to 
met me like an iceberg. That·. is' the way we come into 'hav~ that ~blessing,you will not 'get it by a new..preacher; 
the presence of God;~'because 'the Lord Jesus has taken you will not get it by changing the officers of your church 
account of-us; we are in covenant with Him, we are ex- merely: you wiH get it 'by 'bowing before God, and asking 
pected, and we are ·given. this .promise: "Ask, and it Him for .it. That is how you wiI,l g~t it; there is n~ 

·shall be ·given you; 'seek, and ye shall find; "knock, and other'way to get the vital blessing we need.T!J.is is the 
it shall be opened unto you.~' And when Jacob ca·me to store where y:ou will get first-class things. And we are 
the God of 'Israel, he 'knew he was.of Israel's seed and entitled to the very best. I remember being in a store 
he knew 'that the promise had been made to Ahraa~ and' s()me y'ea:rsago in a Httle country place. There we-,e a 
to Ms seed. And when he ca~e. into the ,presence Qf . lot of oranges thrown- tbg1ther in the window. Some of 
God, he 'said, "Hete I am.'! He 'Pleaded the covenant them were iJarge, and some very ·small. They did not sort 
'Promise - he called on the God! of Israel. He knew Him, them out, and charge 'You different 'Prices for the large 
as a God Who answered prayer; for He· was the God of size as they do now, and,a's ·they oug'ht to have'done then." 
Israel, a~d It was by the exercise' of prayer 'he earned his A well dressed. gentleman came in, and he looked at the ~ 
name from Jacob to 'I'srael; his name was changed be- oranges:and said:. "What ar~ the oranges?" A-qd the store-

. cause he prevailed with God. And 'Jabez knew God~ as a 'keeper sa!d so much, a dozen. He"said, ".I will take a 
, ,God Who allowed men to prevail with Him. dozen, please." And then he picked· them out himself. He ( 

was going to have a dozen of the largest: And_ tpe store-
III. 'keeper 's'aid, "When'l say so much a dozen, J mean you 

.' I have not time tQ go into his prayer very partkularly, wiI'l have to ta:ke the little with the big, and the big with 
put just tq mention it: I wish you wou:ld all study lit; the little." ."Oh," he said, "'I am eniitledl to the best." 
for it is a model prayer. What. was it? W.hat did he: "'Well," said· the store-keeper, "so is everybody else. Alld 
pray? I hav.e told you to'Whom. What did he pray for? if'you take. the ibest, what about,~he.rest?" And he threw"' . , 
He said, "Oh, that thou' wouldest bless me indeed'!;' Have the oran!r~s iba:C'k, and\ wal'ked out' of the: door. Do Y.ou 
you seen an .advertisement abQut a certain thing which iknow in, this storehouse there a·ren't any little ,oranges? 
is said to be just a real..:good something -- that- is all: They are all big, and they are all 'Sweet, and they are a:U 
'it'is said to be good. Now Jabez had had mamc things the 'best. And you are entitled to the best: "Bring forth 
that looked 'li'ke blessing; but they wore out. He had been ·the best robe and; put it on him/"God does not 'Want you ... 1 
to many storehouses, and had received· things that ,had to travel ·second·..:class; He wants' you to go first-class in 
been recommended' as of· value; but he had discovered everything. A f.riend of ~ine told m~ the other day, -
th'~m to,'be valueless. Now, he Comes to the 'great Store- and as he 'told you it will not hu.Tt for me to tell it -
keeper, and he ~earns wha:t James later wrote: "Every th'at a friend of h~s had' written hini·recently enclosing 
good gift and, every 'Perfect gift is from 8ibo-ve." And,when a ·su'bstantial,cheque, with which he and his wife were to 

_ h'e wanted a blessing that was a 'bless~ng ind'eed, he wen~ take a trip to Eurolle. He said they were ,l}ot· to save the 
to theitonly plac-e from which it could 'be received., Young money, hut to· spend. it; and'he said,.::'We mal.ie only one l 

, people, and old~r ·.people, too, that is ·for ever true:' there condition, a,nd, that is, that you shall travel eve:prwhere I 

is ibut. one !place where we. may find a blessing, indeed, first-class." And that 'is what God does when :He-gives 
an:d that is from God. . The wise man' who 'had had un:- us His cheque: "Here is the promise. I ,give blessings 
usual ()pportunities of o'Dservation, and whose 'eyes were that a·re blessiings, indeed.' Travel first..class.Get the 
opened to discern the true' value o'f things, speaks ~f "the very best that I have fo~ you." T:hat is 'what He wants 
blessing of the 'Lord, it 'maketh- rich, and" ·hE!" added no us to'do. . , , 
sorrow with it." When y06 get a 'blessing from the Lord, "And. enlarge. my coast:" Now, do you think that Ja,b~z 
it wiU last you for ever. When He ~leSses YOll, you are was an ambitious man? I suppose we all want something: 
blessed indeed.' , hi'gger. Ev~ry young preacher dreams of a 'big cliurch. 

Can the church learn a lesson from that? Where are we And I have known a lot of men who !Were always wanting 
to find !blessing, my friend? How are we to ·find blessing? an opportunity. There is an opportunity: where.Y~r there 
- f.rom the hands. of men, 'by means \of music, by means is ~ poor sinner, in country, qr village, or city - it does. 
of preaching, by means of human scholarShip, ,by means. not make any d!ifference. The man 'in business plans, to 

"of organization and; wea'lth-? I am weary of hearing of enla.rge ;his 'business·; and that may be perfectlY legiti-
great' churches and great Ibuildings, where there are a ·mate. Certain'ly it is legitimate that. we bring "our plans 
IJt of rich 'people, where every thing' 'can be. done ·lna- to the Lordi, arid 8'ay; "Lord, I wllnt.just8ucQ en~argement 
terially. The fact of the matter 'is, there is ol).ly one 'as Thou eanst give me." If God enlarges your 'Coast, then 
place where a-church can ·get'a tblessin'S' that is a bless-, be thankful; if GOd gives you a 'bigger church, well, 'go 
ing indeed. You can, make a show of prosperity; you afit and· He will bless·you·in it; if He gives you/a bi'gger 
can build up some sort of an institution that will bulk' business, you may eJDI)ect. that He will 'prosper it, and 

~ la·rge in the eyes of the worldi'; ;but if. you are going to ' make you equal to' its demands: On'll" let your ambitions 
have a bless·ing th~t is a blessing indeed,· that will last besu'Qject to God·, and· let us 'be Ambitious in t~at spiritual 

.' f1'Q1l1 generation to generation, and'stretch on into the rea:lm to excel before Him, ·and thus to enlarge our coast. 
eternities, yOu must get it frolll .God· Himl1elf. There is I thin-k we ought-to desire ~nlargement. I woula l1ke to 
but one way to get -it, and tha~ 'is by asking for it. Why' see every Christian amibitious, ·filled 'wi;f)h an holy ambi-
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'-' 
tion. Paul had an high 'and holy ambition; he wanted an!! not before men. if you aJ;'e a bi'g man !before God, 
en:largement: "Wherefore we labour, ,th'at" whether 'Pres· you will pro'ba;bly 'be;s,o little 'before men that nobody wilJ~ 
elit or a:bsent, we may ;be accepted' af hi-m." Haven't you notice' you., But ~f you ar~ really 'g·reat 'before God,-living 
seen the little 'boy just measurin'g himself from time to . ,a oJarge life, 'God will honour you; you will be ranked 
time, 'and proud when somebody says' tll'at he ,is growing among the honourable -' among those who are more 
u'p? .T,he height of his amlbition is to be a great man honoura'ble tn-an their brethren. And,-you see, Ja:bez lived 
like the 'greatest man he;knows, namely, his father; he 'a very large l'ife after' all:, "He being"d,ead yet speaketh." 
just wants to be a 'big ,tJan. Well, that is 'a worthy am. He did. not live in, the dim and distant past, 'bllt ~he lived 

, 'bition,. and that is the spirit that ougllt to possess every , for the future - he lived for eternity because he- asked 
.christian. While it puts fatlJer and mother some times God to 'enlarge his coast. ' ,.' ',' : 

, , in a difficult situation, -I am sure thef are always glad to "That thine hand -might be with me':'! I cannot conceive 
see the children 'oytgrowing their clothes; thElY :do not of any 'greater prayer than ,that. I 'know I <;.ould t~lk 
want to see them stati~mary. Not, very far from this to you fo~month on tha't, without multiplying words.' 
building, I know of one who is a'bou't forty or forty.five, Think of it! Here is a man whoJ.prayed, "0 'God, I cannot 

''Perhaps -fifty now. He runs, around with the ch,Udren, do anyt~'ing. I have no Jlower at ,all." And, he re'aches up, 
wearing little short trousers .. He·has an old face, the face' and he 'says, "Lay Thine hand u'Pon me, so that 'whereve:t' 
of a ma~; Ibut he is 'just a·little boy - he stopped grow- I go Tohine hand' may .. lbe with me." 'If i had time I would _ 
ing,.never enlarged ~t all., A,ndl there 'are/a great many call the roJ!. of the men upon whom God's' hand has beert , 
,Chri'stian . 'People who mu'st 'be a 'great, 'g.rief to their laid. There they are in the Book., What wonders 'they 
Heavenly Father, ;because they .bave·not grown up. They. accomplished,! That was the e~planation of Joseph's car. 

-are not a 'bit bigger as' Christians today tha.n they were 'eer. Tohe Lord was with 'Joseph; His hand was upon him" 
twenty.five years ago. I reme~;ber a friend of 'mine and_nobody could stand, against him. That' was the ex. 
telling me, when. I was Pasto-r of a certain church, about planation of the success of'Moses; of whom I have spoken, 
go'ing to a certain American'city. He went into a church 'apd of .Joshua. and of David', and of aH the ,pro'Phets -
in, the morning, and a man met him at the door. "Good. the hand of the Lord was upon them. "The hand of the 
morning, :Sir . .Are you a stranger?" "Yes, I am." "Where Lord, was, upon me, and carried.',me out in the. spirit of 
do you come -from?" And he, told Mm. "I used· to live, in the Lord, and, ~et' me down ~n the midst of the -valley 
that-city myself." And he mentioned 'the Church. "VYhy," which was full of ;bones." . Why is it that Ezekiel is 
he saJid, "I was a member of that ChUl'ch twenty or twenty. preaching to a, lot of dead ;bones 'that no one-else would 
five years ago. I am so glad to see you. ,Now tJll me' talk to? Half of the prophets o'f that day would. not have 
about some of the people lpere. I suppose ~here,Jlave accepted a call to that church." They wouM have, said, ' 
been many chal1ges.." "Yes~" said this comparatively "I want a great congregation ofliviIig people, of respect­
young IIlan. '''Tohere used, to be a young man there. I able people." Why did Ezekiel Igo down into the valley 
cannot recall his na-me; 'but 1 have him in my mind. ,:Ii that was full' of 'bonesl? Because the hand of the Lo,rei. was 
wonder 'if he is still living." "Well," he said, "I do not with him. Why is Brother 'Green. goin'!r out to 'China next 
know. How'sh'all I know?" <II: canpot reca'Il his name:Lf.t month? Why have others gone to China, and to Indiia, and 
me see: how ,can I deseri;be him? 0 yes, I think I-can. elseWhere? I !tihdnk ~n ifih,¢,r heal'!ts 'ilhey PMyed, "OIl 1fuat , 
H~ was just a touchy sort of man, always getting into thou wouldests bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and 

·trouble, always "feeling that 'sometbody was trying to harm that thine hand- -might be with me!" When the hand, of 
hi,m. I 'know he was a 'great problem to every pastor who . the Lord is with, a man there is no te1ling where He will 
serv~ -that church du,ring my time." '·Oh,".said this man, set him down, o,r put him up .. But I do 'know this, that 
~do you JIlean Mr. ,So-and.so?" "'That is ·the man." He when you have the ,hand of' the Lord with you, you have 

. was still the s'arne old awkward cha'P that, lie hl\d been everything - all -power, all wealth, all prestige; you 'have 
twenty.five years ·before. You know there are some people everything that a human soul can have when the hand of . 
who:"only nee4 to have their 'portrait taken about once the Lord is with you. 'Let us .Jearn to pray great",prayers 
in 'a l'ife'time as they do not change. And there'are sonie ' like tha't - s,hall we? 

, people in their spi-ritual'life just like that - they have' "And that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it 
all the characteristics of the old man,: they never put off, may not grieve me:" 'There is one' negative; there is one 
the old 'pian, and, ,never get on -much of . ,'the new. A~l thing thaLI do not want - "'keep' me from evil" t,hat it 
through t~e years there.is the same littleh~s-s of spirit, 'may not'be a sorrow unto -me. Ponder that for yourself. 
the same povertt of desire, the same grovelling after I have only given you a suggestion. 
earth. Tohey have never le~rned to pray, "Oh that thou' " 

'IV. wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast.' " "And 
it 'came to 'Pass in those days, when Moses. was grown": There is one si-mple word, arid I have done. ' What fol. 
I have often thought of that word - "Moses was learned' lowed? If yolu want an example of simplicity, notice ho~ 
~n all the wisdom of the Egy'ptians, and was mig·hty in. 'God sta'tes a case. Listen to every' word: "And God 
words and in deeds"; and "it came to ·pass in those days, '~anted him that which he request~d." T·he.whole'story 
when 'Mosel! was grown", ,he began ,to 'Push "his' elbows qf his' life is written' in'that.--::-The man prayed, and 'God 
out, and the very walls of- Pharaoh's palace were too n~. did just as 'he asked' hi·m to do., 'Do you bel'ieve .Go!I'? 
row for hi-m. He wan:ted a larger place; and nothing' You mem1bers of Jarvis Street, and' memSers of other 
would do until he had led God's people out into the wil. churches, I want to talk to you for a niinute OT 'two be. 

, d.erness ·where. he could look' yonder iIi.to the promised fore I dose, as simply as I. possi'bly can. I want to as'k 
land. And, my friend, if we "g,row' up int9 ,Christ in you ,phl.inly, Do you ibelieve that God answers' prayer?' 
/l:ll things," we ~hall be ever praying that God will en- (yes). Let me' ask it' again: Do you' bel,ieve that God 
la'rge our .co~st :..- en:lal'ge our V'ision,_enlarge our capa. '. answers prayer? (yes) Of course" you' do. If there is onl:' 
city 'to receive the things of God, enlarge_ourpowe,rs., church in all 'the worJd- that dare -not douM it; this i!t" 
Make that your am'Oition. ,Be ,a big man before God the ,churc.h. But if that 'be 'so, why don't we pray mOTP? 
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If that be so, what is the explanation of the fact that and wrije letteI:s to Him. And one day, I. think -"if I 
sc.ores of churches 'in this City cannot maintain a prayer- may reverently say so - He was 100}(1in'g over His trea­
meeting? Think of it. "'Here is a .real God to Whom such sures, as He was inspiring somebody to write this.\rec­
a prayer as this may ;be offered - ~'Oh that thou would-. drd, and He found thjs: "Why here is the prayer of 
est bless me indeed, and enlar-g.e my coast, and ~ha.f; thine Jabez; who was 'more honourable than 'his brethren'! I 
hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me /remember with what. gladness it came into mv heart. 
from evil" - and -God ready to' de it, and men won't, ask . and I answered it. I will write it down there so that men 
Him! "And 'God granted him that which he reques't~9." may know how. much; I love to hear'my'childre~ pray." 

'Why did God write that down in this 'Book? Because He He -keeps you~waiting some times. I heard my father say 
wanted "men to 'believe 'in the privilege or' p'rayer. Of many years ago ~hat when a ·man with a street-organ 
course, nowadays·, i'f you have an immanent' God who is comes to the dooi-; \he little children 'gather aroun'd for 
not transcendent; a man who has locked himself up in his they just love to hear it. And if they have some pennies 
own works; a man who can be found 'through a micro- 'to give him, they do not give them tb him at once, -because 
scope, and who can -be(found through the te~escope, and if they do ,they 'know that 'he just moves on to the next 
who is everywhere .present -. and He is everywhere block: :So they stand around until he has played o.l~t·his " 
present L-\and who is 110t a persona:lity to whom we may whole 'list, and then they ,hand them to him. "And. so," 
add·ress our petitions - if that is the sort of :Gpd He,is, "my faUrer said', "some ti·mes the Lord ke'eps us praying 
we can Ibe sure that He will riot answer us. Therif a-r~ ;because He loves to hear the mus'ic of His children's 

I those who are called Christians who 'believe only in the prayer." And I 'believe He does .. Shall we tell Him that 
subjective influence of prayer, and Isay: "Go' on ·praying, we ~re going to talk to Him oftener? . 
it will do you good. You wBI not get anything; God will -

. not do anything 'for you; g.radually you will -come to ac- . , 
cept the, ineV'itaible, gradually you will ·come to accept 
God's 'Plan, but you will not get anything; you will be- ROMISH' , . HOSPITALITY 

• come reconciled to things as they are." That'is not what "The next time someone calls t'o speak to you about the 
this Bible teaches: when a man asks ;God for something, Bible, invite him in. give him a cup of coffee, and call the 
God does what he asks Him to do. When Abraham prayed police." 
for ,bot, fire came dow.n from heaven. It is said "when", This is the advice which a Spanish Roman Catholic 
God destroyed the cities of the plain, that. God remem- priest gave' to any 'of his radio listeners who were visited 
-bered A'braham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the -by evang~l'icals. We have been led, to' believe .that gal­
overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the wftich. lantry and gracious manners characterize the Spanish 
Lot dwelt." And Lot's salvat'ion is directly attributed in people so we must conclude that Romani.sm, Instead '(yf 
Scri-pture to A'braham's intercession.- The book of psalms elevating' men, educates them to become common l}oors 
is fuB of this great truth that w.hen a man really prays even against their own better inclinations. . . 
to -~d, God 'grants him his request., - -'Let no reader conclude that the Quotation at the head 

Now, ··if we can go away with that simple word this of our article has ,been .til:ken from some Protestant or 
morning, it may revolutionize some life here. It may be anti-tatholic publication; it appeared ori'goinally on page 
there is some man or WOlllan who has come to" a very 9 of the July-September issue of the United Nations News 
difficult position in life, and you have! ·been saying this which is the official journal of the Uni-ted N~tions Asl'o-
la'st week, "I do. not know which w~y to turn. I have ciation (London, England)" .-
done every'thing I can. ,I have com~;JJted my friends. I InCidents such as this cleariy 'indicate' that the Roman 

.have asked help in every direction, 'bu~ It dop.$ not come." . Church is no innocent .bystander to the ·persecution of 
I want you just to turn your tfiought in ano~her d'irection Christians in Spain or -Colombia; ra'ther she is· the vicious 
this morning, anq say, "Oh that thou woulotJst !bless·me instigator of these atrocities and inflame~ the passions ..... 
indeed.;" and He will do it. He will really do it, and of her helpless devot~es. 
open up a new world to you. I know a mother who, among 
her treasures, keeps 'a -few "1etters. Y du could not buy ---.,.---
them from her for/all the wealth of the' world, because 
t·hey were w,ritten' by a hand now .. val),ished. They were 
expressi'Ve of the desire of one whose voice is still; and 
some times - I do not 'know, ho-yv wisely .l- she, takE'S 
those letters out, and she reads them through ber tears 
again. T·hey were the request of her child - a ch;ld's 
heart speaking ,to its m()th~r. But''1 do not wondel: she 
treasures them. Do you know that is just what our Father 
doeE! with our letters that we send to Heaven? He does' 
not'" destroy one of them:" He puts Ut~m away, treasures 
them up; and even after He has answered them - He 

,/ had answered .this request - He loves' to read them. The 
pr.ayers of God's children make' musjc in His ears. h 
there anything lovelier than a family of children jUst 
running to ano fro in their father's house, running· with 
perfect freedom to :tather and to mother? Is any music 

. 'in the worfd like the laughter of· little children? I think 
illhat our. Father just loves to b'ear the voicl of His 
child·ren; He loves to have us talk to Him alI' the time, 
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SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREE~ 
The 'preache.r at all serv:jces on Sunday was W. P. Bau­

man of- -Grace Ba:ptist Church of North Bay. Mr. Bau •. 
man is. a product Qf .t.he Jarvis Street Bible School and 
Toronto Baptist Seminary .. In addition to his pas-toral 
work in NOfltq Bay, he teaches-in !lJhe Se¢j;nary. ',I.'the ltJh·ree 
messages wh'ich he 'brought we~e the means of blessing 
to th'e congregations. During the day, two young men 
publicly profe~se~ faith in Christ. 

Alas, the grand old doctrines of the Gospel are also 
des:lioiled! Do you notice nowadays how a11\ the g·reat 
truths are .being spirited away! Men use' the 'W6rds ibut 
they mock 'the ear, for they reject -the sense; they hand 
us nuts; we cre!;!k them and we find that the worm of 
.modern"though~il\1t{s eaten out th~ ,kernel. . 
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C·AN· ~ROME BE ·STOPP·E.D? 
. . ! 

.. -"But constitutions can be changed land nem-CathoDc sects may decline to sueh a 
point that the politiCal proscription of tbem may become feasible and expedient.' What 
protection would they. then have against a !Catholic State 1 The-latter' (i.e. the Catholic 
State) could logically tolerate only such religious- activities as were COIIIfined to the 
members J!f the dissenting group. The Catholic State could not permit th-em to carry 
on ge~pal propaganda ••• " (p. 38, ''The State and the Ch.", by Roman Catholic 
Monsignor John A. Ryan). 

\ . --'---- ,,- --. . 

O~ THis continent/the Church 'of Rome .has.posed· as -numerical superiority over aU other reHgious bodies, the :.:­
. -the stalwart champion of ci'V'il Uberty and the sup- _ Church will change those ·p~ovisions iIi the' constitut~on 

poner <1f ·political demoeraey. - P.rominent ,Roman Catho- whIch guarantee religious freedom to all. _ _ . , 
lic ·radio spea'kers and writers would have North Ameri- . The Church of/Rome on this-·eo~tinent thus 'livElS for 
cans to believe that the Church feels right af home in- .. the day when non-Romanist forces become so weak that 
those 'countries Which have been cha·racterized iby poli-ti- they capitulate ~before the onslaught of the papal chureh.­
cal liberalism .and reHgious Uberty_; some actually paint . Ryan furtper declares that-.it may then ··be possible to , 
the Roman Church as< a pioneer in freedo~'s march! One p.roscribe these "non Catholic sect~" .. Lest someone is 

_ find'S it'ha·r'd to hear these clerical soap box orations above . doubtful about .the m~ning of theseso]emn 'words ·let 
. -the din of.. the persecution!!! in Colombia and Spain: If us note what the d'ictionary _says albout the word proscri,be 

, actions speak louder than words, then Rome is exposed (from whi.ch is-derived the. word "proscription") : .... 
-, as the persecutor of the ages. a,nd the enemy of .Uberty. -

Prosl1ribe-t1:) to doom to destruction; to pqt out of 
. Whenever Roman .persecution in Colombia or, Spa~n the law. (2)..-__ Tq denounce and condemn as 

is· rite~ the Church piously replies that she is'l\ot the, ' dangerous and not worthy of reception; to ~_ 
instigator or per.petrator of these fou]- deeJls. We are ject utterly; to interdict._ . 
told that the state is responE!ib]e; of course, even if this \ -- . 
were_ true, it is 'a dubious, distinction for who <;an dis~ -This American ROlpan' CathoHc w,riter,. with officia']' 
tinguish tbetween the l acts of church and state in a c]ei'ic-' Church approval, then declares that if Rome becomes 

,- dominated land? dominant it is ·possi'b]e and probably that she will declare' 
- . as illegal such'''non-Roman sects" as the Baptists, Presby-At the moment the Roman Church cannot claim the ad- . 

herence of the .l!!ajority o'f tpe 'population of Canada o'r terians, Anglicans, Methodists, etc.! In 'the light of this 
the United States .but one caimof he'lp . wondering what candid confession, is it any wonder that the American 

_ attitude the Church, would adopt if she ever did come to"" people have 'wisely 'r¢:rained f.rom electing ~any ;RQ.man 
. ", the pJ~ce of- supremacy. Would political democl:acy be- Catholic as president of the United States? . 

come a part of 'pa'st history.? Would~religious freedom I, No Missionary {York . 
dlioSialppeta.r? An exatmiinJa.'tion of RIOme's 1t'eOOr'd lin the pasft , 
would seem to indicate clearly that both pomica] de- - ;Monsi'gnor Ryan further. states that the most the 

- . Church could do would he to tolerate those religious ac-
mocracy and religious freedom woiIld be doomed. tivities which were confined: to the memibers of the sect. 

Lest there' be some qlies'tion about the m~tter, how- Missitirt(t'Y1l UJ,.ork wO'/dd' therefore be forbidden. The in~ 
ever, a Iprominent Roman Catholic }representative from evitalble result of cou'rse, would be the extinction of these 
New York 'has suppli~d the answer. He is Monsignor Joh~ undesira,ble "nori.Catholic sects".-
A. Ryan.who is the author of the- book Th..e,State and' the 
Church. - Thi·s book :bea·rs the imprimatur (or 'approva]) 
of the appropriate church o'fficials ana hence is the voice 

-.-/ not of'l\1onsi-gnor Ryan alone Ibut _is as well the authori. 
tative decla·ration of the Church of Rollie. 

Read ~gain these solemn words as Monsignor'-Ryan 
discusses the ·possibility ofi changing the Ameri'Can eon­
. stitution to suit Rome's totaii.tarian designs: 

- I ' 

. "But constitutions can 'be changed and nOI!-Catho­
lic sects ·may. decline to such a point that the politi­
cal proscription' of them may become feasible and 

-expedient. -What protection would- they the'n have 
a'gainst 'a Catholic 'State? TJ:1e latter (i.e. the Catho:" 
lic'Sta.te) ·cou]d 10gicaJ]y to'lerate .on]y such religioUS 
acti'Vities as were confined to the members' of, the 
dis'seIiting group. 'The (;athoJ'ic IState eou]d not per­
nHt t~em to .carry on genera'l propag~n,da .' .. '" (f.rom \. 
Monsignor Ryan's 'boo'k as quoted by Dr. R. T: 
Ketcham in. I:et Rome .. Speak for Herself). " 

No one need long' be in qoubt as t.o wh'at MOnMgnor"Ryan 
means 'for his words a're quite clea·r. He is 'simply de­
. clar_i~g that if and_'\Yhenthe Church of Rome attains a 

\ 

What of CanacIa? 
_ Canada is often descri·bed as a "Protestant" country by 

which is meant a nOll-Roman Catholic country. Some 
,might therefore feel that the P!ospect of Roman ,Catholic ' 
domination is' a very ,remote one. Such ,persons need to 
be roused from their lethargy 'tor there.is a distinct POB­
sibili~y that, in a very short time; over fifty pe.rcenf' of 
our population will be Roman 'Catholic. ·The 1951 census 
'actually revealed that.46.1 per ce{lt of the population of 
the Domin'ion was Catholic (,Latin ,rite - 43.3 per cent; 
-Eastern rite - 2;8 'per ce~t). As long as that figure 
go.es no higher, the Roman Church must· be re'latiyely 
wary a~d·so must pose as a: silent supporter of religious 
free!Iom. Let no one, however, mistake ,this silence for­
'consent because th~'~vowed aim· of the Church is to sup­
press all .. other religions th'at she mi'ght rulea]on~. Al­
ready the Roman Church' claims' the loya'lty. of the va8t 
majority of Quebec's popuiationand ,a- majority qf the, 
New .BrunlStW!ick populace: In aiddliltiOn, ,over:one-lthird of 

,ltihe people in tJhe oitJhertbree M~rtittime prownces clmm to 
be ·Romanists. The day of which Monsignor Ryan speaks 
could well be around the comer. . 
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The Answer 
'How can we frustrate the designs 0:( the papal chu,rch? 

l\{any answers have been suggested and many plans h,ave 
been initiated in or.der to stop this on~ard march.~ On 

,tlie one 'hand. 'some cali tor vigorous protest and on the 
other, some. eaIl'for a· '~positive" program (by which is 
usually meant inactivity). 'Some advocate gre~t'city-wide 
meetings t~ rally all non-Catholics .against the common 
foe. ~ery few have, dared to suggest the New Testa-
ment answer! . 

The big rallies succeed in gaining news·paper lineage 
and in' making much noise and sometimes they serve to 
inflame non-Catholics who are anti-Roman ,Jmt not pro- . 

{ . . 

Chl'ist. it is t~ be feafed,_howev~r, that Ca~adi~ Chris­
tians (we think: especially of Baptists) have largely 
neglected to imiplement the 'scriptural answer~ The Roman 
mep.ace will diminish only as indiyidual Roman Catholics 
are saved and as Christians 'are "rooted and grounded in 
the truth of tGQd arid acquainted with Roman error. This 

-gospel work can ,be accomplished neither by. mass protest 
rallies nor 'by mass evangelistic crusadoes. Only as loca:l 
New Testament churches , carry out the g.re~t commission, 
on the "grass roots" level will we see the Roman flood 
~pped. The '·answer to Roman Catholic ~ansion and' 
impending domination in Canada is the establishment of 
gospel-preaching, Biible-ibelievlng' ch'~rches. 

';". 

< ' 

'Prominent' C~nadian Baptist",/Minister" , 

"Th.e, ChurcH'" 
, , 

Decries 'Dis'unitYi of 
... 

"Christians may !not care to admit it, but disunity within the body of Christ ,is a 
scandal, a, stumblingblock, and this makes the preaching of t,he cross of lDone effect. 

,This continued and persistent disunity on the part of the church ·in ta world which is 
on the brink of self-destruction simply because it knowS not the,secret ~f 'oneness' or 
peace, is no longer an 'mrhapPY' divi~on'. It is now ,both a blasphemy and a sacrilege. 

"Roman" Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Protestant - all three are deeply: involved 
in Ithis sinful betrayal of the cause of Christ. There would seem to be no hope of a 
confession of,sin either from Rome or from Constantin,ple., ~th, ~eming themselves 

,to be the 'true church· cannot sin and we cannot, therefore, expect JPenitence from the 
impenitent, or contrition of heart from those'whose cool arrogance is 8standing scandal 
within Christendom." --:Dr. Emlyn Davies, Yorkminster BaptiSt Church, Toronto. 

" I ) 
, IT 'IS !becoming increasingly' fas'hiona'ble to 'deliver ve-

hement harangues on fife subject Of the, scandal of 
schis'm or the terrible_sin of "disunity in .the church". 
The World Council of Chu'l'Cihes, 00 ifJhe dn:~mwional ievel, 
and the various national-, ecumenical councils annually 
release these se'lf-ca'stigating dispatches which' neither 
they nor anyone else seem to take too seriously. Another 
voice has joined this, ecumenical chorus; an address of 
Dr. Emlyn Davies, the Welsh~anadian minister of York­
minster 'Baptist Church in Toronto is reported in The' 
,Watc1vman-Examiner and reveals the Canadian Baptist 
to'be a: proponent of-some sort of Oxford Group type of 
confessing of 'Sho-rtcomings on the part of the va,rious 
branches of mythical "Cl).rist~ndom". '_ I . 

We would once have.Jbeen surprised to see such an 
article in the pages:..,of The Watchman-Ea:aminer 'b'ut the 
,trend displayed in that on~-honored B~ptist jQurrtal in 
recent months 'leads us to eXpect anything f~om it. We 
cannot understand how a real Baptist could have' written 
such a meaningless' article'lior how a Baptist journal 
could be so desperate for material th'at it would bother 
to print it. Lest· some I'eader cioncludes that our strict­
ture is't"O'b severe we would suggest that he write for the 
~ugu'st 2 issue of The Watchman-E!Caminer (23 E .. 26th 
St., New York 1'0, N.Y.,) apd read the article for himself .. 

,The 'two ,paragraphs which we have produeed at the head 
of this article are indicati:ve of the contents 'o! the whoIe 
article. ' , . 

The vel'Y.,.fact that IBaptists, have anything to do ,with 
the ecumeilica:l,-movement is a C'onfession of ,failure or a 
misunderstanding of the scriptural concept of the church. 
A:re ~e to believe that there'is Bometreat visible 'body 

" 

" 

, " 

which can be d.esignated the church?' wiil Bapt1sts sue­
cumb to the' equally unscriptl1ral ,fiction that there--is 
some misty, undefined body that is the dh:urch? The 
~cepti1nce or either of these erroneous' propositions must 
lead to grief and the fina'l aJbsol'lption of the ~a,ptist "testi-­
m!)ny ,by pan-Protestant or Romanist -elements. ' 
- Whenever Baptists have had such ~ low es~mate M 

their position that they have conceive'd:themselves to ~De 
one of many ,possible schools of thought, they have been 
a ready prey for' ecumenicalists and "one-ehurchers". Let 
us not forfeit the 8tlriptural position on the church whi~h 
holds that a chul'ch is a local assembly of baptized 'be­
Nevers whiclh .is 11m !habi.bation 'of God through :tthe ;Spirilt " 
We would not Ibe' -hitter toward -evangelicals who differ 
,on this matter but we would stedfastfy 'and vigorously 
maintain and propagaJte ltihilS biblical Vliewpoint. .. 

When Dr. Davies, a Baptist (!), spea'ks of "ciisunity 
.on the part of the chu~ch~' and theIi ·refers ~fo the Roman 
'Catholic,Greek Orthodox and Protestant ibranches, . one 
finds it difficult- to understand his language. It'certainly 
is not Biblical for the Bible, knows nothing of some uni­
'versa'! monstrosity which can lbe described! as' "the 
church". Very wisely, Dr. Davies ·refrains from citing 
scriptural support for his dubious ,plea'! 

When Ba,ptists cease to bold a scr,iptura:l concept of the 
church, there remains no rea-son for their existence and 
they mi'ght 'as ·well identify themselves with the "ecu~ 
menical ehu,rch"; . 'For those who will embrace and vigor­
ously propagate the Bi'bJica:1 teaching then is the promise 
-"Upon this roCk I win Ibuild: my chUrch; and the .gates 

. ,o( hell sball not prevail against 'it." / 
. ,. 
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_ ZEAL AND STABILITY" THE'INS'PIRATIONOFTHEOLDTEST~MENT 
, I CERTIFIED BY OUR LOR'll 

D' AlLY we become more impressed with the need for " 
, balance in the 'Christian life.~' Surely much g,rief is .' By Canon Liddon 

caused !by an over"emphasis, upon one aspect of divine FOE. Chri"stians it win :be enough to know that ,oU1' Lord 
tl'uth'to the utter or near exclusion of ~some equally neces- Jesus Christ has set t1~e seal of his infallible Sanc­
sary and balancing aspect." Not only ,is there need for tion on the 'whole of the -Old Tes,ta,ment. He found the 
balanee in the exposition of ,scripture ,but, as wen, our Hebrew canon jiIst as we have, it in Qur hands to-day, and 
Chri~tian lives and ouriw'hole approach to gospel work he treated it 'as an auth~rity ~hicil was above discussion 
mus,t be characterized iby balanced thinking. ' -naY,'more, ,he went out of his 'way, 'if we may rever: 

All 'believers are agreed t'hat Christians have the grave ently speak thus, to sanction not a few portions of it 
'" responsi1bility of supporting: and. engaging in the work which our modern 'scepticism ;too eagerly reiects. When 

of reaching men with the everlasting gospel. .It is pos- l)g, would wai:n his hearer!! against the danger of spiritual 
, siible, however, that ,there may be fundamen,tal disagree- rel.rupse, he !bade tJhem remember IJdt's wdfe. Wlhen he 

ment about the basic a,pproach to this work. ri.As, we wou'ld ,point out how worldly' engagements may blind the 
-thought along these,lines, there came to mind two con-' soul to a, coming judgment, he reminds'them how men 
flieting em'pha~es, each of which dem{)llstrates one~aspect ate, and drank, and ma,rried, 'andfWere given in marriage, 
of the truth 'but does gra!e injusUce to a 'balancing truth, ,until the ,day when' Noah entered intu the ark, and the 

" , flood came and destroyed ,them all. When h~, would put 
--.,. " 1. Zeal _ 1Ma' finger on a fact in pas't Jewish history, which, '0)' 

Some would ut:ge ~s to rus,h into the wo'rk of th~ Lord its admitted reS/1ity, would warrant 'belief in his own 
- 'with a reckless, thoughtless abandon and thus '~ulld 'for resurrection, he' points to Jonah, three day~ and three 

the present alone. "Just .go o~t an~ see souls sll:v~d; l~ave- -nights in the whale's ,belly. When, stanc;Iing on'tlle' 
the '.rest to the Lord." How Pl,OUS and"GM-honormg such Mount of Olives, with'the Holy City at his. feet., he would 
a declaration sounds! quotE:: a prophecy, ,the fulfilment of which would mark 

We recall meetin'g some young men wha- were students for his follower~ that its impending doom had at last 
at a certain Bihle institute. One of thes'e prospective' arrived, 'he desires them to flee to the mountains, when 
missionaries informed us that their teachers were eu- they "shall see the a:bomination o'f desolation, s'poken of 
coura'ging the students to ru~h through a short course in by Danie'l the prophet, st~ndh,g in the holy plaee."_ 
order to hasten to the mission fi'eld. Why? Tp,is instructor Are 'we' to suppose that, in these and othe,r references 
was ,persuaded that the Lord's return was so,' near that to the Old-Testament, our_Lord 'was· only using what arr, 
genuine, ,consecrated preParation for. servire was a wast~ called ad hominem arguments, or talking down -to thf 
of time! ' ' '-level of popular ignora'nce which he did not himself share? 

Not for one moment 'Would we discount bhe need for 'Not to .. point ou~ the inconsistency of this supposition 
greater zeal in the' wor!c of the Lord for it is painfully ~ith.his ,characte_r as a pe~fectly sincere Nligious teacJ:1er, 
evident that 'many ,Christians are sweetly obliv·ious and It may 'be ohserved that, m the Sermon on the Mount, he 
,imconcerped albout the plight of never-dying souls about ca'refuHy mar-ks off tJ:1ose features Of the popular Jewish 
them. But, does it necessa,riIy follow U"at the Lord is religion which he rejects,in a manner which makes it 
pleased with sloppy workmanship and, shoddy workmen. certain that, :had he .... not himself ·believed in the-'histO'I-ic 

True zeal wHI not result in 'haphazard work 'built upon' truth of, the events an~ the persons. to which he thus 
some superficial foundation. Thevery fact that believer,S refers, he ~ust h~ve saId S? But dId, he then share a 
work in ~h~ light of' the Saviou,r's se~ond coming shou~d popular ',behef. whICh ,o~r ~~gher knowl.edge has shown 

" be a mighty ineentive to-zeal and. to good work that WIll to be popular 19nOr~nce. ana, wa~ h~ mIstaken a~. to the 
'stand the test of eternity. ' - wort~ ,of those Scnptu·res to WhICh he so often and so 

confIdently appealed? There are those who profess to 
bear the Chrfstian name, ,and who do not shrink from" 
saY'ing as much as this; but they' will fincHt difficult to 
persuade mankind tihat, if. he could be mistaken on fI 

,matte?' 'of such strictly religi~us importance as this,' he 

- 2. Stability .. ~ , . 
At the opposite' extreme stand those who belittle iealots 

and an others who would attempt any*.hing for the'Lord. 
'They pride themselves upon the i'mag,ined fact that they 
build th()roughly, teach their people and exercise a solid 
ministry. ,Hence they scoff at excessive zeal and dismiss 
,it with some reference to doing everything decently anll 
in order. . " ' ' 

Once more there is an important truth contained i~ 
these' sentiments for tner-e is a need, today for, stability 
and permanence in gospel work. But 'does it ne(.'essarily 
follow that spiritual Slta'biiity -must 'be" accompanied by 

can be safely trusted'about,anythin-g-else. Yes, the trust­
worthiness of the' Old-Testament is, in' fact, inseparable 
frhm the t1'Ustwor.thines§_of'the Lcxrd JesUs Christ;·, and, 
if we believe that he is the Itrue Light of the 1vorld, 'we 
shall resolut~lll 'close our -em'sagainst any suggestionfl 
'0[- the falsehood ofr those, Hebrew Scripti..re{1 which h(we 
re.cei71ed the ,stamp of his dit,ine authority. , -... 

- laziness, ca~ing criticism and a sus'P.icion of any' who 
~re attempting to do the work of the Lord? Do all the good you can, 

By all the'means yifu can, , 
In all the ways ytiu oan, • 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all th~ peopl,e you can;' 
As 'long as· ever you can. 

3. - The, Balance 
Zeal 'all:d s-ta'bility are two nece~sary 'balancing traits 

in the spiritual -life and'~happy is the believer who is zeal­
ous as though. eaeh day were his last. but who builds so 
solidly and faithfu1ly that if necessar1 the work could 
endure for the ages of time and eternity. 
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Profitable Reading. 
By C. H. Spurgeon , 

I 

I , ,AIM afraid that this is a magazine-reading age, a, soul by the way of the under&tanding. When the nigh 
,newspaper-read·ing'age, a periodical-reading age, but priest went into the holy place he always lit the' golden 

not so -much a Bi'ble~reading age _as it ought to :be. In. candlestick before he 'kindled .the incense: upon the brazen. 
Pll'ritaiJ.1c times men used to 'have a scant 'supply of # altar, as' if to show that the mind must have illumination' 
ollier literature, ibut they found a library enough in the before the affections can prop,erly riSe towards their. 
one :Book, the Bible. And how they did read the Bible! divine obj'ect. There' must be knowledge of ,God befo're 
How 'little of Scriptu.re there is in modern ser-mons com: there can .be love to God: there :must be.a, 'knowledge of 
pared with the seTmons.Qf those masters of theology, the divine things, as they are revealed, before th.~re can be 
Puritanic div'in'e's,! Almost every sentence of theirs seems' an enjo~\nient of them, We must try to ·ma:ke out,. as far '_ 
to cast side-lights upon a, text of Scripture; not only. as our fi~ite mind, can gras·p it, what 'God means by'this 
the Qne they are preaching about, but many others as well and what-h'e means by that; otherwise we may kiss. the 
a·re set; in a new. lirght as the discourse ·proceeds. . They .... ·Book and have no love to its contents, we may Teverence 
intrpduce blended lights from other passages which are the letter and yet really have no devotion towards the 
parallel or semi-parall~l thereunto, and thus they educate Lord who 'Spellks to us in these words. You 'wi'll never 
their reader·s to- compare sp'iritual things with ·spiritual. get comfort to your 'soul'out Qf wh~ you do not under-
I would to God that we ministers kept more- closely to stand, nor find 'guidance for your life'out of w~at you do 

, the grand old Book! W'e should 'be 'instructive preachers not 'comprehend, nor can any practical 'bearing upon your 
if we d·id· so, eveil if we were i,inorant of· "modern character ccime out of that which is not understood· by 
thought", and were not "a'breast of the times". i warrant you. . '. 
you we sh9Uld ,be. leagues ahead of .our times. if we kept 'When we come to the study of ~oly Scripture we should 
closely to the Word- of :God. As for you who have not to . try to hav,e our mind well awake to it. We a·re notahvay.s 
preach, the -best food ,for you is the Word of God itself. filt, it seems to me; to read the Bible. At times it were 
Sermons and "books are -yveli ~n()ugh, .but streams that well for us to stop before we open the yolume. "Put off 
run for. a long distance a'bove ,ground gradually gather thy shoes rr9m off thy feet, fO,r the place whereon .thou 
for- themselves somewhat of the soil through which -they standest is holy ground." You "have .just come 1n Jrom 
flow, and they lose the cool, f'reshness' with which they: careful tho~ght apd .. anxiety a'bout you·r worldly business, 
started from the spring head:-"Truth is sweetest where and you cannot immediately t.ake: that book and enter .. 
it ,breaks from the smitten RocJc, for at its first gush it into its heave!J.ly mysleries. As you ask a blessing over 

. has lost none 'Of its ,heavenliness and vitali,ty, It is i:tlwaYf:1' your meat 'before you fall to, so it would be a good rule' 
best to' drink at the well and not from the tank. You for you to as'k a blessing on the Word before-you pa-rta'ke 
shall find that ~eading th'e Wo'rd, of Gad f~r yourselves,. of its heavenly 'food. Pray the Lor4 . 'to strengthen your 
reading it rather than notes upon it, is the surest way of eyes before you dare to look into the eternal light of 
growing in 'grace. Drink of the unadulterated milk of Scripture. As. the priests washed their feet at the laver. 
the Word of God. and not of the sIcim mnk~ or the mjlk before they went to ·their p,oly work, 'so it . were well to 
and water of man's, word. wash the soul's eyes'. with. which you look ,UP()lT' ·God's 

Much apparent Bi.b~ reading is not Bi'ble 1eadlng . at 
all. The verses pass under the -~ye, and the sentences 
glide' over .the mind, but there is no true reading; An. 
old preacher used to' say; the Word' has mighty f·ree 
Course among nia~y nowadays, 'for it goes in at one of 
their ears and out at th'e Other; so it seems to be with 
some readers. ~ they can read a V~fY g.reat deal, ti'ecause 
they do not Tead anything. The eye glances, but the mind 
never rests. 'The soul does n.,ot light upon the truth and 
stay there:- It flits over the landscape as a bird'might 
do, but it builds no nest therein; and finds no ,rest for 

-'the sole of its foot. Such reading is not read·jng.·Under­
standing tl\e 'meaning fs th' essence of ·true reading. 
Reading' has a kernel to it, and, the mere shell is little 
worth. 7 In prayer :there is such a thjng as praying, in 
prayer.' So, in praise there is a praising in song, an inwa·rd 
fire of intense devotion which is .the life of the hallelujah. 
It is so in fasting; there. is· a fasbing which is not fast­
ing, and there is an, inward fasting, a fasting of the soul, 
which is the soul of fasting. It is even so with the read­
ing of the ·ScriptJ.lrE!s. 'There is an interior reading, a 
kernel reading - a true an1_.living reaaing of the Word, . 
This is the soul of ,reading, and; if it be not there, the' 
reading is.a ~echanical exercise, and profits npth1ng. 

CertaiNly .. the 'benefit. o~ reafiing mUl!.t come to the-

Word, to' w~l$h even the fingers, if I may so speak~ 
the mental fingers with whlch you 'will turn from page 
to page "7'·that with a holy book you ·may deal atter.a holy 
fashion. 'Say to your soul - "Come, soul, wake up; thou 
art not now about to read the newS'paper; there art nO'h 
now peruslng ,the pages of a human poet,' to be dazzled 
by his fl~shing poetry; thou ~rt coming very near to 
'God, who sits in the Word like a crO'W'ned monarch in his 
halls. Wake up, my glory; wake up all that is within me, 
ThoU'gh just ~owlmaynot be .prailj'ing and~lorifying God, 
I am a'bout to consider that which should lead' me so -to 
do! and therefore it is,~ ~ct of devotion. 'So :?~ .on th.e 

. stIr, my soul; be on th~ shr, a~d bow not sleepIly before 
the awful throne of the Eternal." Scripture read·ing is 
ou·r ~piritual. ~ealtime. Sound the gong and call in 
every facilIty to tlie Lord's own table to feast upon the 
precious meat which is 'now to -lie partRken of; or, rather, 
ring the church-bell: as for worship, for the studying of 
the Holy Scripture ought to 'be as solemn a deed as when 
we sing the,'hymns upon the Sa-bbath day.in the courts, of 
the Lord's' house. ' , ! . 

To understand what you ·read, you will need to medit.ate 
upon it. Some passages of 'Scripture lie clear' before 
us- blessed s·hallows ·in ~hich the ·lam'bs· may wade; 'but 
there are deeps in which our mind. might rather drown 
herself than swim with pleasure, if she came there with. -
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out caution. There are texts of Scripture which are made "How Can I, unless some man should, guide me?" Then 
and eonstructed/on purpose to make us think. By this' Philip went up and' opened to him the Word of the LorCl:­
means, among others, our heaveniy Father wQuld educate Some, under the pretense of being taught of _the, ,Spirit 
us· for heaven - 'by making us think our w~y into divine of God, ~fuse to, ,be instructed by booJts or by living 
mysteries. lIence he puts the Word dn a somewhat in- men. This is' no honoring of/the Spirit of-God,; it is 
volved. form to compel us 'to meditate upon'it before we a disre~eCt to him, for if he ·gives to some of his 'servants 
reach the sw.eetness of it. He might, you know, hav~ e:Jt- mote 'Ii·gat than to others __ and it is clear, he does -
plai~ed it to us so that we :ritight catch t~e thought jn" then they ~re bound to give that light to others, and to'-

, a, minute, but he does' not please to d'O so in every case. use jt ·for,the good of the church. But if,the other part 
Many of the veils which are cast over Scripture az:e not' of the church l"efllse to r.eceive that light, to what end 
meant to hide the meanin~ from the ,diligent, ,but to com-, did the 'sPirit of God give iti This would imply that ,there 
·pel the miqd to be active,' for oftentimes the diligence' of is a mistake' somewhe:re in', the 'economy of gifts and· 
the heart in seeking, to know the divine mind does the graces, which is'managed by the Holy Spirit.', It cannot, 
heart more good than the knowledge itself. Meditation 'be so. The 'Lord Jesus Christ pleases to give more know'l­
and careful thougat·.exercise us 'and strengthen ~he soul edge' of his"'Word and· ,more insight into it to some of Ms , 
for the ,reception' of the yet more .lofty tr.uths., ~ have' , 'servants,than ~o others, and:' it is ours joyfully to accept 
heard. that the mothers in the Belearic isles, in the old the knowledge 'which he '8'ive~ in su.ch ways as he chooses 
times, who wanted to bring the.ir boys up to,be good· sling- to 'give it. 'It would be ·most wicked of us to say, ''We, 
ers,~'would put their dinners up jl!bove them wher.e they ,will not have thi heaven:ly treasure wM~h exists in earth-

. could not 'get at them until they threw a stone and fetched en vessels. If God will give,us the heavenly treasure out, 
them down; our L~i'd wishes us to ,be good-slingers, and of his' own hand, but not throughth~ earthen've'!.sel, we 
·he puts up some pr~ious truth ina lofty place where we ' will ,have it; but we think we are too wise, too heavenly-' 
cannot get it down 'except by slinging at it; and, at last, minded,_ too spiritual altogether to care for jewels, when' 
we hit the mark and firid food. for our souls;- Then have they are' placed in earth'en pots. We will not hear any­
we the dou'ble benefit of learning the art of meditation body, and we wiH' not, read anything 'except the Boo1e 
and-paitaking of the sweet truth whi'C'h it has brought itself, neither wil'l we accept 'any light, except that which 

"iwitMn our reach: We must meditate. These' grapes will - comes in through a crack in ou,r own roof; We will ltot 
yield no wine till we t·read upon them. These olives must sEla by another' man's candle; we would !lOOner rerJlain~'in 
'he put tinMr the wheel, and pressed' again and, agail!, that the dark." Do not let us fall into such folly. Let the .light 
the oil may flow therefrom. In a dish of nuts, you may come from God, and though a child shall tiring it,' we will 
know which nut nas 'heen eaten, becau'se there is a little ,joyfully accept-it." , 
·hole which the insect has punctured through the shell- iln reading:we oogh't to seek ouIt !the spiritu~l teaching !" 
just ~ little hole, an" then inside there ,is the liv:ing thing ~'of ~e word. Ou·r Lord saY!J, "Have ye not read?" Then, 
eating up the kernel. W~l1, it is a grand thing, to bore aga,ill, "H;ave ye,nqt ·read?" and then.he says, IIIfye ha,d 
through th~ .. sb.e11 'of the letter, and then to live in~ide , ,known what· this meaneth,"'and~ meaning is something 
feeding upon the kerne'l. I would wish to be such a little very spiritual. T,he, text he quote4 was, "I will have 

• worm as that, 'living :within and, upon the . Word of God, mercy" and not, sacrifice" ... ~ a text out of the prophet 
having bored' my way through the shell, and;, having Hosea. Now the ,scribes and, Pharisees were -all for the 
reached' th~ innermost mys'tery' of the blessed gospel. ,The letter - 'the sacrifice, the killing of the bl1UoCk~ and so 

, Word of God is always most precious to the man who most on. They"overlOO'\l::ed the spiTitua:1 'meaning of the pass­
lives upon it. As I sat· und,er a wide-!!'P'reading beech, t age, "I will have mercy. and not sacrifice"-namely, that 
was ple~sed, to' mark with 'P.rying curiosity the llingular God pref~rs that we ,should care-for our fe11ow .. creatures ~ 
ha'hits . of that most wonderful of trees, which seems to l"ather than ·that we should observe 'any ceremonial of his'" l 
ha~e an intelligenceEfb~ut it which other trees have not. , . 'law, so as to cause hun·ger 1,r thirst, 'and thereby death, 

_ I wondered and adm.ired the beech, but I thought t~ my- to aI!.y'of the creatures that"hIs ~and.s have made. ',,-They , 
seJf, , I do n'ot tMnk' half as' much of~this beech-tree as 'pught to have ·passed. 'beyond the outward into the spirit-
yonder squirrel does .. I see him'1eap from bdugh to 1!a'l, ~nd a~l ou'r readin'gs ought to do the saine. . 
boug~, and I feel. ~ure t~a~ .he dearly val?es th:eo.ld b~ec~~This Should ,b,e the ;as~ when we rea'd':the, historica'l 
tr~e. 'hecause he, has, hI~ home som.ewnere mSlde .It m passages, "Have ye not read what David did, when he 
a,hol!ow 'Place, t~ese branches !l,re hIS shelter, and tho~e was an hungered, and they th~t were with him; how he 
~ech-nuts ~re hIS fOQd. H.e hves upon '.,the tree.. It IS "entered into the house of ,God, 'and did \ eat the shew-

, ~I~ world, QI~ playgr?und, hI~ &:ra,na'ry, hI~ home; mde.e~, . bread, which was not lawful "for' him to eat" neither for 
, It IS everythmg to hl~m, ~nd It I~ not s~ to me, f?r.1 fm~ " the~ which were with, him, 'but only for, the priests?" 

my rest a~d f~d> els~liere .. ~Ith .Go~ s Wo~d .It IS w~ll This waS a, piece of history; and they'ought ,so to have 
, tr us to be I!ke sq~Irr~~s, hvmg m .It,and hvmg, on It. 'l"ead it as to have found 'spiritual -instruction in it. I _ ' 
, et use;erclse ~ur ~nl1nds by leapm;g ,!r.o.m 'ho~gh to have someUmes found even "a .greater depth of spiritu8J­
~o1,1gh of ~t, and ,fmd oQ,r res'~ ~nd food m. It: ~nd make' ity in the histpries than I I"ave in th~ 'Ps~lms. When y.ou 
It our all m. all: T~ere a·re hldmg places m It, c~~fort ' reach the- 'innel" and spiritual meaning' of a 'b.istori you 
and protectI~n, are t~e~. We ~ha!I be the people that are often SUrprised at the wondrous clea1"l).ess . ...:.. the 
get ~h.e profIt out of ~t If we make It to be our food, our realistic .force _ with which the teaching comes home 
,~edicI,~e, our treasurY, our armory, our r.est, our de- ,ti your soul. Some of the, mo~ man/elous mysteries of 
hght. May the Ho~y Ghost lead us to do thIS", and make .revelationare better understood by 'being set Ibefore our 
the Word ~J.1u~ preCIOUS ~ o~r souls. , ' eyes in the histories than ·they are by.the verlbal deelara­

:Use all means and' he'lps' ,towards the' unders'tanding of' tion of them. when we hav.e the statement to ~Iain the 
the Scriptures. When Philip asked the Ethiopian eunuch illustraion, the iIIusration expands and ,V'ivifies the state­

, ~hether he underStoo,~' We prophecy of, Isaiah' he 'replied, ment. For instance, wheri' our Lord himself would ex:-
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plain to us what 'faith was, he sent us to the. history of DOUBTING CASTLE KNOWS NO SOUND 
\the brazen sElI'pent; and· who -that has ever read the story, OF PllAYER 
of rtlhe brazen serpent has not :felt that he has had a Doubt ,is a serious handicap tQ ·pray~, as the Scriptures 
better idea of faith through he picture of the dying plainly show. The Holy ,Spirit, speaking through the 
s!l~ke..ibitten .persons looking.to .-the se~pent 'of 'brass and Apostle Paul .in· 1 Timothy 2:8 counsels men to 'pray, 
hYing, than from any descl"l''?'tIon whlch/ eyen Paul has._ "lifting up holy" hands, without. anger. and doubtin·g" . 

. gIven us, wondrously as -he defInes and descrIbes. The Greek word transiated '~dou'bting" is dialogismos' 
Just ·the same thing is true with re'gard to all the ·which signifies prlma.riily the act .of reasoning or de.' 

ceremonial precepts, because the Saviour goes:on to say, l~b~rating. This may, of~ourse, .'be a legitimate occupa· 
"Have ye not I"ead in the law, how that on th'eSa'bbath tion, ~s may ~e ~een f·ro¢·the use CYf ·this' word in 'soDie 

. days the. priests in the' -temple profane the SaJbbatp, and -passages, for eJ!:~mple, LuI~e ~: 35, to denote t~e inward 
'- are ~l~in.eless?" There is nota single p.r~ept in the old tho.ughts. of th~ heart: "(Yea, a swor~ sh~lI 'pierce' 
.law !but has an 'inner sense and meaning; therefore do . through thy.ow,n soul also,) that the -thoughts of many 
not turn away 'from Leviticus" or say, "I cannot' read hearts may lbe .revealed." . In other: passages it 4enotes 

, these 'chaptellS in the :Books of. Exodus ~nd Nurdbers.· tbe process of carrying on a debate or controversy with 
Th~y a.re all .a:bout .the tribes and their. standards, the anothe~ face ·to face: Thus, i,t is use~ in ref~n~nce to ./ 
~iions in the wilderness and the halts of the.·march, -the the scrl'bes and PharIsees as they que'stloned the author. . 
ta·bernacle and furniture, or a-bout 'golden knops and bQwls, ity o~ our Lord. It is said that our··Savio.\1r "knew their 
and ,boards, and sockets, and precious stones, and blue and fhoug:hts" (Luke .6:8) and "perceived their reasonings" 

. scarlet and fine linen." No -bu·t look for the inner mean. ('Luke 5 :22), whIle as yet they had not ·given 'Voi~e. to 
ing. Ma:ke thorough se~rch; fo'r- as .in a king'! treasure thei~ rebel~ious ~ntentions. " . 
that which is the most closely locked up 'and the hardest ~hen Ch·l"ist appeared to :ai~ di·sciples· afteJ.!--the resu·r.· 
to'come at is .the choicest jewel' of the treasure so is it rection; we are told that they were terr!fied,' thinking 
with the Holy S.criptures. .. I ' ·that they beheld a spirit. ~e then said to them:. "Why 
. .. . . -..,- . . .', . . are ye tr~uibled? and wherefore do questionings arise in 

~.Id you ever go to the ~r~tIsh MuseuI? LIb~ary:? The:e your hean?" (Luke 24: 38). There are many to~day who 
are _~any books(of reference there wh~ch the reader IS ...... refuse to believe the Word o'f God; many who quibble 

. allowed to ta~e .down when h~ plea~s.· There. are other "over the truth and questiQn the testimony 'of the Lord 
'- books for· wh1ch he must wrIte a bcket, and' he cannot instead of accepting what He has ·said. Such doubting 

get them 'yvithout the ti.ck~f; but they b8'Ve certain choice must ever !be a 'barrier to true prayer-for "He that com. 
books which you wiU not see with'Out. a special order, and eth to God must believjl' thaf'he is, and ·that he is are. 
then thEll'e is an unlocki;n·g of doors, and an opening of warder of ,thetti that diligently seek hIm." (Reb. 11 :6). 
cases, and ther~ is a wat~er with you while you·.jpake . We must Ibe on our guard lest at any time weaIlow to 
your inspection. You are sCal"Cely allowe~ to put your 'remain in .OUi' heartS any dou-bt as to God's wisdom or 
eye on the manuscript, for fear you· should blot a letter as to God's l.ove :in His dealings with us. The true atti. 
out by.- ·glancing at it; it is such a precious-treasure; tude of the child of G.od is one .of confidence; we are'to 
·there is not another copy of ·it in all the world, and so come to Him in fai1;h, "nothing doubting" (James 1 :6), 
you cannot get at it easily. Just 'so, there are choice I that is, not having a ~ritical spirit. " 
and precious doc:ti'ines of God's Word which are 'locked _ This word diologfsmos is used again -itt - PhiIippians 

. up in 'such eases as Leviticus or So'lomon's Song, and you 2: 14, w~ere we are ~.omm~ndt;? ~ d? all thil!gs "without 
can~otl get at them without a deal 'Of unlocking of doors; mu~mu.rIn~s .and ~sputI;ngs.. l~hsho;p .LI'g~~foot d~. 
and ~h.e Holy 'Sp'irit'himself must be with you, or else you scnbe~ d.oubtmg as 'intellectual. rebellIon .agamst. God .. 
will never. come at the 'priceless treasure. The higher QuestIonmg. th~ ~uprem~ aU~hO!Ity ~f our· !Ard I~ HIS 
truths are as choicely hidden away as the' PI;ecio1:1s re. ~ord and. m ,HIS p:ovl~en~Ial d~ahngs WIth us le~ds 
galia of princes; therefore search as well as read. Do dI~ectly to hes~t.~mcy, ~n obeymg HIS cOlDm,and~ and fm. 
not be satisfied with a ceremonial p.recept till you reach ally. ~ open dIsob~dlence; Someone has .sald ~hat. a ; 
'18 "t l' .. . . . - ChrIstIan may enqUIre of the Lord concermng HIS wrll 
I' '. ,~I:r'l ua .~eanmg, for that IS _ ~e. readlD'g. rou by asking ''When?'' or "How?" but never "Why?" 
have no~ read till you understand ithe Sptn·t of the matter. May the Lord -grant us deliverance from all dou-bting 

Y'Ou ·Will get a thousand hel·ps out of that wond·rous 'bo~k and may He enable' us to come to Him ·in confidence, -.. 
if you do but read it; for, understanding the words more, trustin'g 'Him to do that which is best. . 
you 'will prize it ~re, and, as you get older, the Boo~ -V.L.C. 
will 'grow with your -growth, and tu~ 'out to be a gray. 
ibeard's manual ~f devotion just as it was .aforetime, a 
chUd's 'sweet -stoi'y book. - Yes, it wiU always ·be a new 
book .~ just as new a 'Bible as if it was prInted yes tel'. MY. COVENAN7' DOLLAR..A.MQNTH CLUB 
day,and' nobody had ever seen a word of it till now; ~d DealriDg to,have a· YltaI pUt In the 'W01'k of the furtherBllC8 
yet it will :be a deal more precious for all ·the memories· of the Gospel, I hereby pledpODe Dollar per math, to be 
which cluster ~ound. it. As we turn ove.r its pages how appUed $0 the Chari:h EdeDs10a Lou Pllnd of 'rIl. Q,DBeI'ft •. 
sweetly do we reeoUect passages in. ·our history which , ttYe .Jegalar Haptiat .A88ocIatlOll ";-('aDada. TbJf moit8Y'wiII 
will never be forgotten to all eternity, but will stand for. be 10Blled out to deserving ~1I8e8 to Usiat In the erectl .. of 
ever intertwined with· gl'aCiOUB promi~es~ The Lord teach •. uitahle plaees of 'Worship. (HalL Z8:19.IO)~ , - -
us to read his.!>ook qf life which 'he has opened before us '" . 
here below, so that w~ may read our titles> clear in that N~ ......................................... ,i .. ; ............................................. ~; ............. .. 
o~er 'book of, love which 'we have not seen' as yet, ·but ~ 
which win be opened at the 'last great· day.' .... , ........... , ..................................... _ ..................... -...................... . 

}, 

.... 

..... --



.( , 

( 

.... 

I 

I . -

14 (286) 
) 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE August 16, 1956 

, :: 

CONCEiRNING THE DOOM OF THE.WICKED "You shall not have my !boat," said the old fisherman:
c 

. I , I " "It would be mUTder' to give it to vou'." . 
I s IT possi'ble to s·peak too terribly concerning. the mis- J 

': ery of the finally ,impenitent ? We think not. Take the .. "Why S'hould· not the boys have a turn, if they wish 
, words. of the Lord Jesus as your guide~ and yO'll '"will jt?"1 growled a man f.rom the back. "It's not so rough as 

feel that no language can ,fitly convey his sense of the it was. They ean hav~ -my; ,boat if, 'they are .so minded." 
awful condition of a soul which has been judged, and "Not so rough!" exclaimed the old fisherman. "Why. 
finally condemned. Preachers who carry the utterances it's goiq-g to Iblow harder tMn ever. Let. me beg of you, 
of their loving J;.ord no further than theyjllirly should my lads, not to go." 
be, . /but exp~ess themselves in s1ncerely: ala'rming "I shan gO," said the ,boy resolutcly . 

. lang.uage, are n'Ow 'held' up to rid~'cule as tinctured with. ' "Then," said the old man, "take me with ~ you. This is' 
the mediaeval spit'it, as-Dantesque' in "their descriptions, no day for boys, to .be out on the sea; but, if yoii ~Jl'st 
etc. Now we 'believe that ·the delineations of iboth the 'go, you should. have an eJqlerienced man with you. Take 
old preachers ,and the great Italian poet were the grim me ·with you." . 
'but truthful 'enlargement of phe 'fia-ures 'Of Holy Scrip- Something in the pathetic' tones of. the old man'l:} voice 

-, .. rure, and that they were 'based: upon a reverent awe of touched the lad .more -than alI-he had previously said. He 
. , divi~e justice, inf~nitely mor~ to be desired. than the hesitated. Then. he said BJoruptly to his companion: "Per-

proud infalUbility of the present boastful a'ge.·' haps, after al'l, Phil, we had 'better wai,t until tomorrow/' 
At any rate, those men were not concerned, to win the and'then walked away again .. , 

popu~ar favou,r, but wished, in thei:r rough way, to paint 
sin .n 'hideous colours, that men 'nilgh-t flee frQm it from Years·afterward, that lad h~d ~is~n to one of the high- ' 
dread of its consequences. He ~s not the most IQving 'est positions iIi the "land, and 'had 'become Arch-bishop of 

. who is afraid to 'S<peak a dreadful truth, but he who w'iII Y'Ork.· ' . . . . 
hazard his own name"tor tenderness in order to 'be really IHe ad~res·s~d a gath.ermg .of men and u,rged· the~ to 

·,tender. Ther~ is .a worm which d,ieth not, 'and a ,fire \ tak~ ChrIst wIth.them m theIr voya'ge on the storQly sea '. 
which never can ,be quenched. The modern thinkers, with of hfe. And, to pre's home the les.son, h~ told the story 
their velvet mouths, .d'O n'ot mentio'n such a thing, !but II h~ve related. . ' . 
dote upon "a larger hope", for'which there is not a grain iJesus Chris.t stands before us and pleads with you and 
of support ~n' Holy Scriptu·re. The Lord 'himself snaIl me, "Take. me with you." Before us: stretch the stormy 
judge Who are' his own servants ; those who warn men seas of life" across whi~h we must' sail. But. to make a I 

in saddest tones of terror;<or those who 'flatter'them safe passage, and to reach the port' of heaven, we need 
w.ith their 'Own pleasing drea,xM. ~ him on ,board.,' So listen t.o his voice and, accept his loving 

~C. H. :SPURG~N offer ~hen he says: '~Take m~ with you." 

A man can ,be of any color, poo.rly Ii,ressed and without 
'legs, an~ yet .walk with God., 

~H. D. L,ampen, in Lily of the Valle,Y __ 

/ 

HONESTY THE BEST POLICY 
The story is told of a ,nuke of Buccleucn who 'bought a 

cow from a farmer, ,near Where 'he' lived', 'The cow was 
to be ·sent to his residence the next: mornoing. It hap­
pened that the Duke was out walking when he saw a lad' 

\ trying to dri'Ve the cow, and not s·ucceeding. The 'boy did 
not ,know thi'Duke, and ~alled "Hie man, come here and 
give me ,a'hand'with this beast." 

"TAKE' ME' WITH YOU" . . ~ 

, A group of fishermen w~re lounging round theiT hoat 
at a ,Scottish village one wild and stOrmy day many years 
ago. They had given up all thoughts of any profit that 
day, when an active lad with a fine, open face approached 
them. '. . , 

. "·1 want a boat," said he. "Come, Phil, whieh shall :we 
take?" t addres'sing his companion, .who was as strongly 
built and active as he. 

"'Tohis· looks a;b6ut OUT sort," repIi'ed ... Phil. . . .. ,. . . . . 
"You surely won't ventut:e out today,". said the oldest 

of the fi~hermen. "This is no day '~or ,pleasure boating." 
/'Yes, we will," responded the leader of the two boys. 

"If you fel'Iows are afraid to 'go out, we are not." And, 
indeed, he looked as if he feared DQthing, 

\ .... 

The Duke walked on, ~hile, the !boy still kePt on 'calling 
to him. At last he ·cried. ".come here, man, and help us, 
arid I'll give you haJf I get." The· Duke lent a hand, and 
as they walked, h~ asked, "What do' you expect to get for 
this jo.b?" "I don't imow," s'aid the iboy, "but I'm sure of 
somet'hoing, for the foJk u·p there at ,the !big house are 
good to all bodies." . . 

When theY got near the house, the DukesIi:pped. in 
.iby another·way. Calling a serva·nt, he gave him a sover­
ei'gn, saying, ."~Give that to ~he boy who bt9-ught the cow." 
The Duke 'retu,rnoo to the 'avenue where the boy soon 
rejoined '~iIIl'" "How much did you get?" as'ke4 tJte Duke. 
"A shilling," said the boy, "and there's half olit to you." 
",But sure~y you ,got more th_a~ a shilIi!1g." "No,''' said 
1Jhe boy, "that's 'what r go.t, and d~ you not think it's 
'Plenty?~' "I do not," said the .Duke. "There must he some 
mista'ke; and as I .am well acquainted with the Duke, if 
y~U ~~turn, I thin'k, .:1 can get you more.'~ .'. 

They went back, and the Duke ordered alI the seI'Yants 
to be asseinlbled. "Now,'" said the Duke, "point me out the 
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person who gave you the shilling." ,"It ,was· that chap 
tJ1iere wilth 1Jhe :alPron," poin1Jing to 1Jhe butler. 

The bu!fJJ.er. fell 00 !his knees and \tried to make an 
, aaXil'Ogy, ibult tJhe Duke 'ind,tgnanJtJly o~dere~ h~m t'o give 

dlhe boy 1ihe soverei'gn, and quilt ihiis servtice "ins.'tantly.· 
"You hlave !loSt," iSaJid ltihe nuke, "your money, YOI\l'l'siitua­
tion . .and your Chia.rtWter, by your coveoo\lJSness; learn 
Ihencef'OO"tlh IjJhaJt Ihonesty li'S''the best; poq1icy.'.' . . 

ll'~'tur;U 'joy. In Christ a:ione can be found deep, lasting joy. ' 
'MInk is the token of 't:he Ifood whtieiJI. sUstains even the s'm'lllllest 
child (1 IGor. 3:2; 'H~. 6:12). Souls muSil; feed and',grow on 
the Word of -God. (1 iPet .. 2:2). 

These commodities ~ wa'ter Ibread, wine and' mi:lk - are 
·offered freely. A t~vel~er m~y find that !Ilhe money of his 
naobive }and is of no vailue in a foreilgn land'. 'Dhe coinage .of 
the world itl not 'lIiCCep'lla'ble lin the·lieavenly reaUn '(I Pet. 
1:18-21).' If we.wo1rl.d have everlastmg ilife. we ·m'Wit·ax:eept 
~t as. a free ·gut f;rom' ·tihe S'aviour (John 8:36; Rom. 3:24; 
6 :2.3; 1l:6) ; 'we 00lIiIl'Oit earn. it or pay for it. The boy by t/hIils itJime recpgIiized ItJhaJt his ass'il9!tan.'t ;was 

1J.P.e Duke, and tlhe Duk!e was S'o !deliigh/ted lW.i.tIh itfue worth 
ai,d,honel.'fty of the~boy that he ordered him to'be sent-til 
scihool and pro\r'ided for: aIt lhii's own expense. 

-SeZected 
\ -' . 

\ -
Bible ,S.choul Lesson Outline. 
Vol. 20 Third Qttarter - Lesson 9 August 26, 1956 

OLIVE 'L. CLARX, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE· OFFER OF MERCY TO AI,L .... ' 
, 

Lesson Text: Isaiah 55:1-13. 
Golden Text: ·.~~eek ye th~ Lord 'wlhile he may be found, ~all 

ye upon hIm ·wJli!le he is ne·ar."-,Isarah 55 :6. . 
.God~s df.fer of marey 4s p01Ss]ble because Christ died for the 

s'ins 'Of men. Therefore, -tihi!! situdy is an appropriate one to 
foHolW the studlt of I-sai,ah 53, . 

..... we ra'llher marva! that such 'a ca:H slhou'ld be necessary. The 
human he·aI'I; doe's-not fathom its oWn need. "Make a product 
lfuat the' 1W0rld needs, and the 'World wi:ll make a path to 
Y?1lr door'" was the mdtto of a famous manufacturer. When 
a possiible cure, for caneer\ is annoutliCed, thousands of su!f­
ferers ,rush to !Ilhe s-pot. It ·is a sad com-fuentary' on human 
natu·re, :that 'although Ohrist has the cure for ,the 'World"s Ij,lls, 
an urgent invitation must ,be eJd;ended to sin-siek 'humanity: 
Anrleven tillen, the inV'iita'tion lis ailmost univel'Sallly sCOrned 

,or ne'glected (IlIEib. 2:1-3). . ' I' 
How simple, yet 'how potent'is -God's offer 'Of me:rey: "Ho!"­

flCome", "·Buy and' eat" (!Rev. 3:18)! rrhe'terms are' 'Within 
the comprehension of the sm:alleslt c:bIi:ld, ·and yet, hoW" few 
embrace 'them! iThe Gospel caU is 'an llIPpeal' Ibo the reason 
(Isa. 1:-18), to !the. 'Conscience land to the win. The Lord waits 
outside !flhe door of >1fue ;heart, tenderly, patientfy ple·ad'ing 
for admission (IRev 3:·20). - \ 

God's offer of mercy is univers'aJ., world-wide (!Matt. 28: 
. 19.20; Luke ~:10). God·s callI is to eV~!y'one thaJt is iflhirsty: 

whosoever 'W'll"l may come '(-John 3:t.1.6; ·Rev. 22:17). The 
world and its people issue itllVimtions!to 'lihose willo are 'Wol'lthy 
wealthy or congenilcl (Luke 14:12-14),'lbut the Lord calols td 
HilJllSelif ·all ·\\-"1110 fee!]. their need of His I'Ove .and His sa:lvation 
(Ma'tt. 11:28-30).. . . 
Obs~l'Ve the metaphors sU!g1gested inl1Jhe terms of rthe in­

v.i.ta'tion. IChrist is the Way to the [<'ather's throne (JO'hn 
1.0:9; 14:6: 'HelQ. 10:19-22), and as 1Jhe Way, llIe callIs men 
and 'Women ,to ta:ke ,the necessary s'teps and come to llIim 
Wlhen ELi~ar sO'Ug'hit to win Re'belk·a:h as a bride. for !ls'aac: 
her parend;s asked her the question, ·''W1il.t thou 'go·.tWi1Jh ,this 
man?" (~Gen. 24:'58). R~ekaih 'Coulrl' niO't 'become Ithe Ibride of 
Isaac wi!thout'leaving her" own I'anei', people, des'ires 'and pians. 
"·~e" ISqggeSits iflhe necesS!l'ity for d'eciS!ion, movement and 
actIon. - . 

dhrist ds the Water of ;Mife, in ,that He Iailone can :give . ,re­
f,reslbment, satisfa~tion and a'bundamt iilfe (John 7:37-'39' 10: 

. 10). Alii who are tblirs'ty . are ,invited -to come 'to .Him~'8lld 
partake of !the Ilving walter wlhdch: He gives (Jer. 2:13; ·J'Ohn 

,1:13, 14; Rev. '21:6;,22:11.7): 'l'h!i.l'SIf; is one of the most agon­
fzi1llg' of natural'needs (John 19:28). 'Dhe sou~ that is athimt 
for IOhrist ds in dire need' of the water of life ('Psa. 42:1, 2: 
. 63:11; 143:6, 7; [~. 44:3; !Matt. 5:6). , 

. Christ ifs msp !the ~read. of 1life (JOhn 6:33, 48 51);- "Water 
and brea4' are Itwo essenl!aals of [life. 'Christ ilone can· give 
the n'OuriSlnnem rwhtieh wUl S'atisfy sD:irltolAil hpn!ger. !Let us 
taste, ami see ,that the ~rd' is good. Wine is 'Iili.e token of 

The ilrophet marvelled at the foolishness of the men of 
h!i.s day, willo constaptly Illibolix:ed, but ill' varin, sInce their 
ener:gies were ~enaed in .tihe .1Wl'OtIIg d~·recllion. SimUarly, 
men in our own. day .. restlessly 'sltru'ggle to gain ,that wh'ich 
can .give no 'pe1"lllanem satisfaction, for gain, for gorld; for 
posirti'On, for fame or pleasure (John 6:27). The 'bord calls 
to Ithem '1;0 ~ease tillei'r foolliSh quest and to learn 'Wisdom, 
taking the steps w·hiclJ. wUl give t:hem ·His own giiits 'Of 
albundant Ilj:fe, joy.·and peace. . .-

Wiiflh 'adl who will obey 't:he iGospel invitation aDd m:cept 
His offer of mercy the Lord w'ilil -make a lSure and ever}asting 
C'OveJilant ,(Psa. 89:1, 28, 49), even as He 'aid wi'th "David. 
(2 'Sa~. 7:8; Acts 1'3:34). The Gospel is ,the New ICovenan!l;, 
the ,proinise of eterna:l pea:ce with God (Illeb. 9:15-22), and 
Christ is the ~edrator, so .that this C'Ovenant canndt fai:l . 

T'he invitation is ul'lgent; ill mqat Ibe alC'Cepted ere :the appor-
. tuniity 'be. wi.thd'rlllWn (Gen. 6:3: 7:1"6; P·rav. 29:1). ·rr.he Lord . 
may: not a!1ways be found (John 7:'34; ·Hab. 3:1a): JlPo'may ndt 
'always be near (Prov. 27:1; Matt. 5:25; 2, Cor. 6:1. 2). The 
one wha. ,persistently !hardens his heart 'against tne Lord's 
offer of mercy ,may find ,the doors clos'"ed against 'Mm- (Matt, 
25:t.1.0-12; Luke 13:25). '!'here is' 18 boundary l'ine between 
God's.mercy and H~s wrath. _. 

The 'Gospel can is ·condiiflionlcl. Ii one would ,traveiJ. to the 
Heavenly'CFty, he must leave ·the ;City of Destruction. '!'he 
sinner m.ust forsa:ke h~s slinflrl' 'W'ays, 'tihoughts and deE!iI'es. He . 
mus't repent and Ibel,ieve the Gospel (lMark 1:15; Ac~ .2:8'8) ... -
One who leaves the far 'coUllll;ry and travels toward !h'OOne ma,.. 
lllways Ibe sure of a 'Weloome from the· Hea.venly 'Father 
(Luke 15:20). I .' 

Wlho would not 'give up ,his own tbou8thtB and plans for tit\) 
marvellous thouglitB and purposes of GodTHow infinitell/ 
high 'and! holy 'are ,the thoughts'of our God '(2 ~am. '1:19; Psa. 
92:5)! _ 

,God's offer of manlY ~s convey~ througlh,'His Word. The 
re'freShIDg -rains, the moisture and' iIilJe dew, sent;' by .the 
iFarther, 'W'8Iter ilihe !leed, S'O that 'it comes Ito fruition (Deut. 
32:'2). The Wo.rd of God Is of divine origin, and it !has power, 
when ene~gized 'by ,the iHoly lSipirit,' to cause the trutill ito 
ma'tu·re infthe !heart .(l-IPet. 1:23); This ~s Ithe W~rd ·whidh 
we' rr;ust ~roclaim in aili !its purity (®eel. 1\=6; lsa. 32 :20) . 

Wha.t are the resulrts for those wlho ~ the Lord's 'Offer? 
J'oy, peace, victory 'and glory. SO ,great willibe tihe joy 'Of the 
llIWaJcened ·sou[· thalt ali nature will ae.em Ito lbe renewed 'in 
his eyes. 'Dhoms, ,briers and .thistles, evidenc~ of 'the curse 

. in nature because 'Of man's sin (Gen. '3:17, .18), will no tonger 

. be 'in conttrdl, for the Lord' will \tIIUlSOm tis from, the eurse 
(Gal. 3:13; 'Rev. 22:8)'. 'Aibove ali, a new nIa'lDe, the name of. 
,the Lord, the name of gIory and true renoWn, will be given 
to us (Rev. 2:17; 3:12). We S'hal[ ,be forever 'a,wd,tness, a 
token, 18 s~gn of the mercy-and greaitness of 'Our God (Ep'h. 
2:4-7; 2 Thess. 1:10-12).-

I' . . Daily Bible- Readings 
Aug. 20-'Dhe Oan to the Sinlful .............................. John .4:1-26 
Aug. '21-The Ca:l[ to 'tihe Hunlgl'y .......................... John 6:35 ... 58 
Aug. 22--1l'he 10all1 to the /l1rl1'Sty ............. : ....... : .... J~hn 7:32-39 ' 
Aug. 23-'.r.he Cal'l to Ufe·AbundJant ...................... John 10:1-15 
Aug. 24-'.r.he 'Call 'Of ·the Saviour ............................ Rev: 8:14-22' 
AU'g. 25-T.he 'Ca:ll to the 'Founiflain .................. : ......... Rev.. 21 :1-8 
Aug. 26-The Can of the Spirit ann ·the B~dte .... ~. '22,:131..21 

Suggested Hymns 
o '<iipst, iilli..rrhee my soul !hath !found . 
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy • 
Jesus Ithe water of me ihas given. 
I !heard 'the :voo'ce of Jesus say •. 
Jesus, 'Dbou Joy of ioving'hearts. 
''Whos'Oever heareth!" 
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