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The Lilies of the Field

~

A Sermon By Dr. T. T. Shlelds'

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, May 12th, 1912
(Printed from manuscript of the a,bo've date)
“And why take ye thought for ranmenrt" Conslder[ the luhes of the field, how they '

grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:
- one of these.”"—Matt, 6:28, 29.

“And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all this -glory was not. arx-ayed ‘like SN

T WOULD be impossible to exaggerate in speech, or
even in 1magmatlon, the beneficent universal compre-
hensiveness of the ministry of Jesus Christ to the world.
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom
is .no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” And

everything that “cometh down from the Father-of lights”

is mediated to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.

He was the first great voyager to cross life’s ocean
safely and return, and in doing so He charted the sea,
that we .might safely follow after Him, and that even
upon the mighty waters His conquering footsteps might
be known. He came not to make the truth, for truth is
of His own essence, eternal; but He came to make truth
known. He came to invert the standards of life, to re-
adjust the balances of life, that nothing might longer be
counted pure by wicked balances, or with a bag of de-
ceitful weights.
the darkness, and to bring the light of Truth’s own morn-
ing to the world. «

In that light He would show us the works of God and
the works of men, and set them over against each other

He came to dispel the fog, to dissipate

\

be saved from mean and artificial conceptions of life, to
a deeper appreciation of truth.and reality; that our “love
may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all
judgment; that we may ‘approve things that are excellent
that. we may be sincere and without offence till the day
of Christ; being filled -with the fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus' Christ, unto the glory and praise of
God ”

. = I )
The first important thing the text suggests is th}:\

THE SUPERIORITY OF INHERENT TO ACQUIRED DISTINCTIONS..

The glory of Solomon was acquired. It consisted-in the

- splendid trappings of royalty. But all this pomp of cir-

cumstance was external, extrinsic, to himself. If is true
he was supernaturally endowed with wisdom, but it is

‘the splendour with which he was “arrayed” the Lord
‘here sets against the inherent beauty of the lilies. He

says there was'no comparison between the glory of the
one and of the other. Solomorn’s was put on: the lilies’
beauty was inherent and essential. And that prmclfple
must be borne in mind if we are wisely to choose in all
the affairs of life, “the better part”.

in juxtaposition and contrast. You haye never really, This principle may be observed of those human quall-

seen a flower until the divine Gardener has shown it to

you; you have never really seen a king until you have

been introduced by the King of kings. And, oh, what a
training that is! It is worth a thousand lectures on bot-
any to have Jesus Christ take you into a garden, your
own garden, and show you the lilies. There is nothing
that will so minister to life’s contentment, and joy, and
usefulness, as a view of thé world’s honours and prefer-
ments in the light which this blessed and only Potentate
sheds upon them.

It is my hope that our meditation upon these familiar
words of -our Lord may serve to the further disenchant-
ment and true enlightenment of our minds; that we may

N

ties of excellence which 'are possessed as a birthright,
and those which are acqulred by muck labour. Few of
you will agree with. Jue in ithis, at least at the outset. It
is common to glorify human effort. T shall-be the last to
withhold my meed of praise from one who overcomes, by
any means, the defects of nature. But the contrast .of

the text is between the real and the artificial, the in-
The tendency to self-worship’

trinsic and the extrinsic.
disposes us to underestimate the privilege of being well-

born. And this, notwithstanding the whole trend of Bibte .

teaching, to set a high value upon the quality of blood.

My pfFinciple will readily be admitted as applied to -
physical qualities. There is no substitute for a naturally
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clear complexion. No adornment of jewels can take the
place of, or make up for, perfect physical features an
erect and symmetrlcal form.

. The same is true of temper and dlsposmon You can-
'not array lSolomon to compete with a lily. You cannot
buy the pr1v1lege of Ibemg “to the manner born”. You

may counterf€it, but you cannot duplicate the works ‘of °

God; and whéréver God puts His hand ‘there shmes “the
glory that excelleth”.

This is the glory of genius: it is a. collateral a blood

. relainon of the lily. It is_not man-made Ttisa scmtlllatlon

.
(g

- “through lust”.

- wheel,
thmg which educators cannot supply. It is ‘the native -|-

) from’the open door of the dlvme workshop, a spark from
the divine anvil, a ‘chi
It comes from the sky to the cradle It is some--
gold, the native diamond. No one can tell how old it is,
-ior ean-the most’ leamed hereditarian determine to what

generation it properly belongs. N

. Let. it be remembered therefore that there is room to-
recogmze the finger of God ‘in human personality. By no*
edutaticnal dlchemy .has it yet been learned how to trans- -

mute brass into gold—which,’ being mterpreted means

brains. The thing that is of real worth in you or me, the:

““‘talent”, a8 we sometimes call it, the quality of mind ‘and
heart upon which all ﬁtness for hfe’s duties rests—that is
not acquired, but is inherent as the glory of the lily.
’Dherefore, “who maketh ‘thee to differ from another? and
what hast thou that thou didst not receive? Now if Ahou

- didst receive it, why dost ‘thou glory, as if thou hadst.
not received it?” Whatever is of real value in you and -

.in me, ‘whatever is the foundation of all that is of worth,
‘that is an inherent and not ‘an ‘acquired’ quahty, and

therefore furnishes occasion for humility’ and faxthful-- )

“ness, and never for vainglorious boastmg

But all this is illustrative of the deeper principle, that
-.the way to glory is the path of. life. This text illustrates
the difference between the Law_and the Gospel. The
Law was but a. shadow of good things to gome. If was
but a pattern for Solomon’s splendid robes. And 'they who

. 'thmk themselves to be “touching the righteousness.of
-the law blameless”, at best are but “arrayed” ‘like Solo-

mon. Their righteousneéss is an outward thing. But such
as are partakers of the power of the gospel are lheu-s of
what Peter calls “the grace of hfe" — they are not

“arrayed” in it, but are “partakers of the divine.nature,
having escaped the corruption that.is in' the world
Theérefore are we to supply in our-faith
virtue — not, add to, but find in that inherent: grace of
faith the potenblahty which, developed, -blossoms into

virtue, and knowledge; and self-control, and patience, and . -

godliness; and brotherly kindness, and charity; . and,
aboundmg, make us to be neither “iba,rren nor- dnfrultful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“<And thxs is the glory of the gospel, ‘its v1ta11z1ng, re-
generating, . power.” Moses put a véil upon his face 'be-

" cause the 'people could not behold the glory of his coun--.
- tenance-

‘The children looked upon Jesus unafraid. And
yet Christ was more glorious than Moses. “For even that
(the law) which was made glorious Yad no glory in this
respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth ” The glory
of the gospel is the glory -of the hly, the glory of life,

. the softened radiance of the blenided beauties of holiness.

" -which the worldling is arfayed.

* ®This, too, is the ‘glory of a Christian. By this is he

- distiniguishied from all that is in the world, the lust of

- the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, with
But how shall Chris-

.
N
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tianity compete successfully in the markets of the world?

How can the 'Christian religion’ hold its own with one who -

offers to his worshippers “all the *kingdoms of the world
and the glory of them”? How shall we make the religion
of Jesus Christ irresistibly attractive? We cannot so
make it, because we need not. Tt.i8 attractive. It is life

—“T am come that they might have life, .and that they

"might have it more abundantly.” We need but to let that
life be manifested, and it-'will put ‘Solomon, in all his -

glory, to shame. Let. it be manifested, like that of the

_llly, in its natural sphere.

“Ye wives,” said the Apostle. Peter, “be in subJectxon
to your own husbands;. that, if any obey not the word,
they also may Wwithout the word be won by the conversa.
tion of the wives; while they behold your chaste conversa-
tion coupled w1th fear. Whose adorning let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing
of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the
hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptxble,
even ‘the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, whxch 1s
in the sight of God of great price.”

Survey the whole field of human interests: the physic.
+al, the mental, and-the spiritual, and hear this authori-
tative pronouncement upon the’value, the beauty, the .
- glory of the graces'of life — “Consider the lilies of the -

field .-. . I say unto you, Solomon in.all ‘his glory was
not arrayed like one of these :

1L :

‘Let us thmk for a-few minutes of THE RESOURCES OF
THE LIFE’ RESPLENDENT. “Consider the lilies, how they
grow.” What are the resources of these apparently in.

-diligent sufperlors of kln'gs i

[y

-,
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It may be ﬁhat some one w1ll say that T have missed

- the heart of the text. You would agree with a sermon °

I once heard on this text, the sum of whose teaching was
“Don’t worry.” But you cannot drive out.anxious care
by saying, “Don’t worry.” And besides, while that is in-
volved, the leason of the great Teacher is deeper than
that.  He designs to instil a sense of proportion and re-

*lation, of balance and symmetry. It is really a lesson in

comparative values, of order and priority. It is easy to
say, “Don’t worry, but trust”; it is better to cultivate
the soil to which faith is indigenous, and in which ‘worry
can find no-rootage. -

What, then, are the resources of ‘faith? How can this.

‘more glonous life be lived?
There is, first of all, the conception of a personal, -
. transcendent, God in provxdence

I heard it remarked
recently that our theology is largely coloured by our view

“of the world. And that is true. You cannot long hold to

a scierice of God which is at variance with the facts of

_‘human life and of 'the material world. What view of the

world is essential to a life of faith? How am I.to regard
the material universe? As a great machme, fearfully and
wondez:fully made, from which no wheel i$ missing, which
never stops for repairs, whose energy is unidiminishable,

* . whose revolutions are perpetual, and whose perfect mech-

anism has-absorbed its Maker as a'spirit dwelling only

"in the wheels. How far may ‘the doctrine of divine im-

manence be - pressed without the destruction of faith?

" Do wyou tell me t6 be content and at peace as an infini-

tesimal part of that inexorable machme’ Do you say,
“Let the wheels — so high that they are dreadful — go
round, but don’t worry”? That is not the Bible view of
“Consider the
liies how they grow”,— God “clothed the grass of the
‘God, not inexorable Law, not impersonal Nature,
not an immanent and unconscious Spirit, but “God
clothed the grask of the field”.

Inevitably we shall lose “the ornament of a meek and
qulet spirit” if we lose the sense of a personal God touch-
ing the lives of men; immanent, of, course,. but trans-
cendent too. If I am able to learn from the lilies, you
must leave me a view of God that will not “prevent my

praymg

‘f‘Lend me, O Lord, Thy softenmg cloud,
) ‘When sunshine makes a heaven below,
Lestin the brightneéss I be proud,

e - Forgetful whence the sunbeams flow.

“Lend me, O Lord, Thy fire divine,
‘When darknese hides Thee from my soul, .
Lest in the desert,I repine,
Forgetful whence the shadows roll

“Be Thou the shade on my right hand,
When in my strength I stand alone:
'‘And when in night I lose the land,
Be Thou my Star, my guiding One.

“‘Thy cloud that meets me in the day
. "Isbut the shadow of Thy wing
Concealing from my sight the way
£ Tha‘t faith alone may homeward bring.

“Thy flre that meets me in the night
Is the full Ibrlghbness of Thy face,
Revealing through my tears a light
“That leads me to'Thy dwelling place.”

~ 4

.

Another element in faith’s native soil which analysis
discloses is a knowledge of the perfectlon of God’s works.
How absurd it is to regard true science as an enemy of
true religion. “Consider the lilies”. Admire them at a
distance, if you will. Or look more closely; put them un-
der the microscope, examining every part, and you will
find them perfect. “If ‘God so: clothed the grass of the
field, which to- day is, and to-morrow- is- cast into the
oven, shall he not much more clothe you,, O ye of little
fal'th"” :

“Wondrous is’ God’s chemistry. ‘Who, out of black

- mould and ihvisible vapour, builds up that column of .

chrysolite, and crowns it with its flaming caplta} ” What
are the resources of the life resplendent? Infinite wisdom, .
infinite skill — a wealth vaster, and a skill greater, than
were at the command of the. maker of the robes of
Solomon - . .

And who can describe the miracles wrought by the

. chemistry. of grace? How it transforms the seed- that

falls into the ground and dies, the soul that is crucified
with Christ! — out of the black mould-of tribulation He
brings forth the fair flowers of patience’and experience;
and hope with its fragrance of divine affection.

I wanted fo tell you of faith’s sensé of the divine
Fatherhood — “Your heavenly Father knoweth” — but-
I Have no-time. The resources of faith are 'the resources
of lthe heavenly Father. They ¢ould not be more, and
need not be less.

Only remember that essentié.’l, inherent, beauty, that .
which is of the very essence of a-thing, is a divine qual-
ity, the work of the finger of God. {

If therefore we, would not be content to 'be apparelled
as Solomon, but seek a moral and spiritual excellence
that shall be inherent, like the loveliness of the lily, if -
we would shine with a glory unfailing, like thé bright-
ness of the firmament, and ‘as tHe stars, for ever and
ever, we must seek it at the Source, and iy the way in
which alone it may be found This is 'the philosophy of -
a beautiful life: ‘Seek yésfirst the kingdom of God and
his righteousness”, and all things will fall into proper
order and proportion, and work together for good.

" Put God first, and you shall find Goéd reconciling all
things to Himself by Jesus Christ; and there shall be
no lack, but only the. prospect of the morning without
clouds or promise of evening shadows, to the soul whose
life, like the roots of _the lily in the sml, isnhid - with
Christ in God. oAnd\when Christ, Who is your life, shall
be manifested, then dhall Ye also with him be mamfes‘ted

in glory

' »

.
- ’

POWER FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE IT

'beheve for my part, that one great cause of the .
worldliness and sinfulness ands mechanical formalism
that are ea-ting the life out of the Christianity of this

. generation; is the fact of the church having largely lost | .

any real belief in the possibility that Christian men may
possess the fulness of God.as)their present experience.
Angd so, when they do-not find it in themselves they say:
“0h! It'is all right; it is the necessary result of ‘our_

" impérfect fleshly condition.” No!’It is all wrong; and

His purpose is that we should possess Him in all the ful--
ness of His gladdening and hallowing power, at every’
+ moment in our happy lives.

\
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A SONG CONCERNING THE VINEYARD
“I will sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved
touching his.vineyard.”—Isaiah 5:1.

How blest are they who find themselves in the vine-
yard of the Lord! Israel of old was described as a tree
of the Lord’s plantmg, as a fertile field and as a vine-
yard full of promise. So also is the individual Christian
of our day the object of the Master’s choice, the sacred
seed of life being planted in his heart by\the Holy Spirit.
The church of God may be described in similar fashion,
coming into being by the operation of His sovereign will,
nurtured by His loving care and destined at last to bring
glory to His name throughout the countless ages of

. eternity.,

‘The song concerning the vineyard is a song of eternal
love.” This prophecy of Isaigsh was inspired by His
Beloved Lord and deals with the unceasing love and ten-

. _ derness which the Master bestows upon the plants in

His vineyard. In spite'of Israel’s failures, He loved her

"with an everlasting love, In our case, also, through all

thewvicissitudes of life, and notwithstanding all our sin
and disobedience, His love never fails. The (Christian
worker must have love for the souls of. men, if he would
gather them into the heavenly storéhouse.

The song touchmg the vineyard is a song of sacrifice.
Before there’is life, there must be death. The seed is
recklessly abandoned in the ground, exposed to the perils
of dcay, for if it be carefully preserved, as in a glass
bottle, it ‘will remain for ever dead; it will abide alone.

" But placed in the prepared soil in accordance with the

rules of naturé, the outer shell of the seed will perish,
but the dissolution of that imprisoning covering will re-
lease the life principle so that there will spring forth a
powerful plant. Our Lord Himself taught us by ex-
ample afid precept that the seed must fall into the ground
and die. The seed of the word is not planted in the
heart of the human soul except amid sorrow and tears.
The Lord’s servants must expect to suffer as ‘they go
about their Master’s businesg; they must be prepared
to take up the cross and follow Him.

The song touching the vineyard is a song of trust The
husbandman plants the seed or grafts the new branch in
the sure and certain trust that it will grow. The Lord
has promised that ummer and winter, day and night,
seed-time and harvest shall not fail. The Christian work-
man.is counselled to sow beside all waters, in all climes
and weat‘hers, for the word of the Lord shall not return
unto Him void, but it shall accomplish" ‘that ‘'which He

" pleases- and prosper in the thing whereto He has sent it.

The song ‘touchmg the vmeyard is a song of industry.
Our Lord Himself is described as fencmg His vineyard, j
removing the stones and tending the vines. Young plants
The servants of the Lord have no
need to stand idle in the market-place;. there is ‘much
work to-do'in the harvest-fleld

How many serve, how many more
May to the service come=:

To tend the vines, the grapes to store,
Thou dost appoint for some.:
Thou hast Thy young men at the war,

Thy little ones at home.

The song touching the vineyard is also a song of
patience. The process of growth takes time. One day

a small bright green bud appears on a dull, dead:looking

branch of the vine. That bud grows larger and larger,

: sendmg forth stems, leaves, tendrils and branches, then.
in time flowérs and fruit. The husbandman must patient- .

Iy wait fof the time.of harvest. There are seasons of
growth, for the plant does not advance to maturity in-a
uniform manner. At times the growth is rapid, at other
times very slow. Similarly, there are gracious seasons

of revival in the Christian church, and seasons when out-

‘

wardly conditions remain at a stand-still. The.-human

soul ‘may have enriching’experiences which mark a sud- -

den advance in grace, and at other times the transforma-
tion into the likeness of Christ is less perceptible. But,
in either casethe Lord’s Spirit is at work, and we must
patiently wait for the spiritual harvest.

The song of the well-beloved touching His vineyard is
at times a song of judgment, of praise to the Lord that
He will interpose when evil is gaining the ascendancy. In
mercy to the vine the Divine Husbandman may cut off

.the branches which bear no fruit, that the life-giving

sap may not be wasted, but may flow in greater measure
to the clean branches. He prunes the vine that.it may
bring forth more fruit. The time is t:ommg when judg.
ment must begin at the house of God.

The song fouching the vineyard is a song of triumph,
of ultimate success. Although Israel as a nation, the vine-
yard early planted by the Lord, produced only wild grapes,
He had in sovereign grace chosen the church, that unto
‘His name praises might ever be given. The redeemed
of all ages would unite in the song of praise to the Be-
Joved One who had brought them at last to Himself, a
glorious Church,-without spot or blemish. —0. L. C.

THE SE'RVICES/IN JARYVIS STREET CHURCH

During the summer months many friends from a dis-
.tance have the privilege of sharing in the blessing of the
services in Jarvis Street Church. The Tuesday evening
.conferex/lce of Sunday School workers, under the direc-

tion of the Superintendent, Mr. Kmsmger provides op- -

portunities for fellowship in _prayer and for discussing
ways and means of carrying on this important work to
the greater glory of God. In the general conference which
follows the Departmental conferences the lesson for the
following Sunday is ably taught by Dr. Slade or by Rev.
S. Tulloch.

The Pastor, Dr. H. C. Slade, conducts the Thursday
evening Bible Lecture, and many testify to the blessing
received through these inspiring studies in Genesis.

The week-end services commence with a great Prayer®
Meeting on ‘Saturday nights which prepares the way for
the morning Bible School hour and the public wotshlp

_on Sunday morning with the Bible School scholars in

attendance.

On Sunday, July 29th, Dr. Slade preached on rthe im.

portant theme, “Christ, the One and Only Way to God.”
Rev. B. R. Oatley-Willis was on the platform and spoke
briefly, testifying to the grace of God, and thanking the
friends for their prayers and many acts of kindness dur-
ing his nine months’ stay in Hospital.

The evening service was well attended, at.which time
Dr. Slade preached with great acceptance on the subject,
“Splrxtual Resurrection”. - ‘A young man expressed his
desire-to join the church. At the Open Air service on the
church grounds, Miss Eleanor Bouskill of Toronto Bsp-
tist Seminary gave her testimony, and the Pastor brought
the final message of the Lord’s Day. May He bless the
word so faithfully sown. - —OL.C.

~

®




)

August 2, 1956

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(245) 5

The Jarvis Strest Pulpit

’

| Believing Unto Righteousness
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields )

Preached in Jarvis St. Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, November 9th, 1930
: (lStqnbgraphica'lly 'Rel;or'tqd)
“Tha't if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

~4For with ithe heart.inan believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation.” Romans, 10:9-10.

Prayer Before the Sermon

We approach Thee, O Lord, this morning with thanksgiving
and the voice of praise. Our hearts exclaim, _Thanks be unto
God for His unspeakable gift! We rejoice in our salvation
through Jesus Christ our Lord. We pray that we may never
lose the wonder of it all; that we may never cease to adore
Thee for Thy matchless grace to us, poor bankrupt sinners.
We thank Thee that Thou hast had pity upon us, that Thou
hast had compassion upon those who were out of the way;

* that Thou hast brought us again into the Father’s house, and

into vital union with Thyself. ‘We thank Thee that we are
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God. .

So_we come fo Thee this morning as Thy dear children, for
we know that Thou hast loved us: and having loved Thine
own, Thou wilt love them even unto the end; and being chil-
dren, we are heirs, heirs of -God and joint heirs with Jesus
Christ. So we come to Thee that we may claim a larger por-
tion of our inheritance; that we may enter into possession

“'of a larger share of the earnest of our inheritance in Christ

Jesus the Lord. _

We especially praise Thee for the grace that has made
salvation possible. to us all.

We thank Thee for the land in which we live, for the favour
Thou hast shown us during the past year. . We bless Thee
for pedce, and for such measure of prosperity as it has
pleased Thee to grant. We acknowledge Thy bounty, We
give thanks to God Who is the Giver of every good gift and
of every perfect gift. We pray Thy blessing, O Lord, upon

those who rule over us, for all the members of the govern-.

ment in this country, upon the governments of all parts of
this empire, and especially upon him who is our gracious
king, and upon all the members of the royal family, Let Thy
rich benediction rest upon them.. If it please Thee, O Lord,
continue to grant to us the favour of peace. We pray that

children everywhere. May this hour be one' of praise and
of blessing to all who are of the household of faith. We ask
it in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

HE text this morning is a very familiar one. T sup-

pose nearly the entire school could repeat it from
memory. You will find it in the chapter we read this
morning, Romans, chapter ten, verses nine and ten:
“That if thou shalt- confess with thy mouth the Lord -
Jesus, and.shalt believe in 'thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with
the heart. man believeth unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” '

It has .been borne in upon my mind as. I thought of
this service this morning, that we have been dealing the
last two or three weeks with certain very solemn aspects
of ‘truth in the Old Testament; and that the faithful ex-
position of these Scriptures in the various classes must,
by the blessing of God, have wrought deep conviction in
many hearts. And it occurred to me that it is probable
there are many in this congregation this morning who are
secretly enquiring, saying in their own hearts, “What
must I do to be saved?” )

Last evening in the prayer meeting there was very
earnest prayer offered for this morning’s service. ‘And
very specially I noted some pray that there might be
many conversions among ‘the scholars at ‘this morning’s
service. So it occurred to me that the best thing I could
do this morning would be to try to speak to this com-

Thou wilt give wisdom to those who direct the affairs of opany of people as though we were in an enquiry room

state, not only in this country but throughout the empire.

We pray that Thou wilt grant to us a return-of prosperity.
Look with compassion upon the multitudes of unemployed,
and upon the great number of people who are in actual need.

. We pray that Thou wilt order a more equitable distribution

of the fruits of the land somehow. We pray Thee, bring.to

pass this greatly-to-be-desired condition. )

1 We beseech Thee to send to all nations great spiritual
awakening. Turn the hearts of the people back to God, and to
His Word, and the gospel of His grace. Specially wilt Thou
deal with those who profess the name of Christ. Banish, we
pray Thee, from the churches that are called by Thy name,
the deplorable drought, the dearth of spiritual fruitage, which

is so characteristic of the times. If it please Thee O Lord, .

use us in some small measure to bear witness to the power
of Thy gospel; and through Thy people who worship here, we
pray that Thou wilt get to Thyself honour and glory in the
salvation of men. .
" Guide us now in our meditation this morning.

Have regard to those who are in a journey, those who are
upon beds of pain. Be with all whose tears are flowing, who
do mourn because of excessive sorrow. Be gracious to Thy

and I were trying to make the way of salvation plain to
someone ‘who wants to know how to be saved, and how
he may be sure that he is saved. And that will be my
endeavour this morning; to leave every one in this build-
ing without any excuse: to try to make it so simple that
the youngest child will know how to commit himself or
herself to Christ, and to be siire that he or she is saved.

Now the text, I am sure, anticipates many inquiries
which we ourselves have miade. When I was a good deal
younger -] used to wonder what people meant by saying,
“Come to Christ”. Amd T have asked myself again and
again, “Where is He? How .may I come to Him? How -
may I be sure that He hears me? How can I be certain
that He has granted my request?’ I remember saying
to.myself, “I wish Christ were as real to me-as the
preacher! I wish He were standing at the other end of
the church so that I could go to Him.”-I did not exactly
put it that way, but what I wanted was that He should
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be localized; that He should be confined to a ‘particular

place, so. that I could reach Him, and touch Him, like the

- woman 'who said, “If I.may but 'touc'h the hem of his
‘And ]us't because I could-

garment, T shall’ be whole”.
not see. Him, because He was intangible, invisible, F
could neither see Him nor.touch Him, I was filled with
wonder very often-to- know how people could come to
. Christ, and how they could be sure they had arrived. .
This context says we are not to say in our hearts, “Who
" shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down
from above:)” Did you ever say that? “I wish He would
come down so that I might see Him — touch Him!” You
do not need to desire that. ‘“Or, Who shall descend into
-the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the
dead).” He has already.risen -and has ascended. . We
.do not need to say either of these things. ‘“But what saith
it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in
thy heart.” It is'in your mouth, is it not? Many of you
scholars have repeated it again and again. You »smg' it
in your Children’s Services:

“Romans ten and nihe
Is a favourite verse of mine.”

“The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth. " 1 trust it

" is"in your heart; too; that you have received it in the .

sense fthat it is treasured there. And'even if the Bible
. were closéd, and you had no Bible, you have enough of
the Bible in your own mind to be saved.

What a tremendous thing it is that ever.'y Rsy and girl .

here this morning, who has attended this school; has
enough of the Word- of God in their own memories to

make-it ‘possible, by 'the blessing of the 'Spmt of God,

for such an one to be saved!
You -can’ be saved now. If, instead of broad dayhght

we were here assembled in the night, and we had no light

at all, and we could not read, and we could not see each
other, yet we have’ enough of the truth stored in our
minds to leave us without excuse at the judgment day if
_ we refuse to profit by that which we have heard.

“The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach -that
- if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him

from the dead; thou shalt be saved.” That is what it
. .means.
_ i all that  the Biblé says He is: He is Lord of all; at ~

If with your mouth you acknowledge that Jesus

- question, and she said,

which is objective to myself; and I am convinced of the -
truthfulness of it, but I believe it with reluctance. Now
the Bible speaks of receiving the truth “in the love of it”
—receiving some truth, and being glad that it is true.

‘As a matter of fact, we 'beheve most things with our

hearts.

I do not say that 1t is 1mposs1ble to convince a man of -~
intelligence of a truth to which he is himself opposed.

It may be that while T desire.to believe one thing, 1 am *

compelled, by the logic of the facts, to 'belleve something -
But, generally speaking, we believe that which we . .

else.
want to believe, which we desire to believe.

Now what is your attitude toward the gospel, you Iboys
and girls? You have sung it in your classes, again and
again,

“Jesus loves me, this I 'know, ’ /
For the Bible tells me s0.” _
Are you glad that He loves you? Do you want Him to
love you? I can conceive of oné being entirely indifferent

to another’s affection. There is a possibility. of our being

loved by somebody that.we do not want to have anything
to do with at all. Now the Bible says that Jesus loves-
you. Are you glad, you little ones — the youngest of
all — are you rea]ly happy * Does your heart respond to'
that, and say:
“I am s0 glad that our Father in heaven
Tells of Hislove 'in the/book He has given.

Wonderful things in the Bible I see;
This is the dearest that-Jesus loves me.”

Does your heart respond to that great truth, and can you‘.
say this morning, “I do rejoice, though 1 have glven ‘a
poor expression of it, deep down in my heart there 1s a

-

.real gladness that Jesus loves me”? -

Now are you glad of that truth that is revealed in the
cross? Supposing I asked the youngest child here, as
I_asked a little girl this last vweek who came to see me;
“What did Jesus do for you?’ T asked this little girl that
“He died for me.” And I said,
“Why -did He die’ for:you?” She said, “To save me from
my sins.” I said, “But had you any sins from which-to
be saved?” And she said, “Oh, yes, sir, T had.” And she
was glad fo find out that she was a sinner; that God
_had told her so; and t;ha‘t Jesus-had died for her to wash.
all her sins away.

Are you glad that the Bible has told~you that you are

the same time bélieving infyour heart that God hath, a sinner? Are you glad that you have been found out?

raised Him from the dead; that the gospel which records

the story of His death, 'burlal and resurrection, is true,

— if you believe that, ““Thou shalt be: saved " “For with
the heart man believeth unto rxghteousness and w1th
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”-

I-

Very well then, two or three very. simple questions.

IRST | HOW ARE WE TO.BELIEVE ? What faculty of the mind
is‘to Iay hold'of, and deal with, the truth of God’s word?
How are we 'to believe? We are-fo believe with our hearts;

not ‘with our heads. You may believe a great many things-

with your -head, and not believe them in your heart.
““What is the difference,” you say, “bétween believing
with your head, and believing with your heart?’ Well

I beliéve with my head a great many things that I-do.

not welcome. My judgment may be convinced; I may

hold an intellectual assent to certain propositions, and
say, “It must be true, but I wish it were not. It must
_be.a fact; but I am-.sorry it is a fact.”

I believe ) that

ecovered. I read of a man who was a great criminal,

Some people are not. Some people do.not want to be dis-
He
had broken the law of the'land. He had robbed banks,
or something of ‘the sort, I do not know: what. But his
photograph was in all ‘the police stations of the contin-
ént, and the police of the whole continent were looking
for him; and he-was just flying away, running from
place to place, disguising himself, afraid all the time

+ that he would be found — that he would be discovered.

At last 4 hand was laid upon his shoulder, and*he found

himself in the presence of @n armed man. He dare not -

move — he was caught by the Taw, arrested. “They said,

“You are So-and-So?’ And when he saw that he was ’
‘discovered, he said, “Yes, I am the man you are looking

for.” He made no resistance whatever. "He just turned
to one of the officers, and said, “Thank you; I am glad -

_this running away is over; I am glad [ have been found.

I am tired of running away from my erimes.” Oh, when
the.Bxble just turns“the “bullls’ eye” upon sin, and says,
“You are a sin_ne,_r;Gdd has found you out” are you glad? -
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Are you ready to say, “Yes, I am; I plead guilty, my
hands are up?” That man was glad to bé*discovered, even
though he knew he had to come to judgment, because he
was in terror all the time: The fear of being arrested
was worse than the actual arrest. -~

- But God has provided a way whereby all our sins may
be forgiven. Can you receive-this message of salvation
with open hearts, and with real gladness? €Can youw say,
“I am so ‘happy now that I have learned that 1 am a
sinner; that I have been taught also that Jesus died for
sinners? And I believe it because I want to believe it.
Oh, there is not anything T so much desire as to be free
from my sins; to get rid of all this, so that I may face
forward, and look into the face of ‘God in Christ, and

be happy”? Is that your attitiude? Or do you take up

this attitude: “Do not talk to' me about religion. Do
not bother me about the Bible. Do not talk to me about
praying. I .would rather not hear the name of Jesus. I

-do,not want to hear anything about Him.” Well, if that

is_your attitude, you do not believe with your heart. But
if, on the other hand, your heart is melted by the love
of God, and you say, “Oh sir, tell me, now that I see that
truth, and I rejoice in it, just tell me how to be saved?”
then you do believe with your heart.

“With the heart man believeth.” Perhaps some of you'

can say, “Thaf means me, because I never hear the story
that T am not glad. I never sing about the blood of Jesus
that it does not move me. I am glad there is a place
where I can lose my sin. No, sir, T' do not call myself a
Christian; but I stand on the outside, and I hear you
talking about being saved, and I hear the people singing
about the glories of Jesus, and T say, ‘Well some day I
I wish T were to-day.” But

is & possibility of salvation for me.” Well then, your heart

is rightly disposed toward the gospel, and that is because -

the Lord-has already opened your heart. “Oh but,” you
say, “God has not done anything for me, sir!” Yes, He
has. That would not be your attitude toward the gospel
if He had not done something for you.
in the Scripture of which T am very fond, because it is
so simple. It is the story of the conversion of Lydia.
When Paul went to the place where prayer was wont to
be made you remember in Philippi on a Sabbath morn.
ing, he spoke to the women who resorted thither, and

there was a certain business woman, a seller of purple,

firom Thyatira, called Lydia, and it is said of her, “whose
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things -
which were spoken of Paul”.

The Lord has-the key to all hearts; and He knows how

‘to slip His key into the lock, and open it, and throw the

heart wide so that it receives the truth. You may say,
“But He has not opened my heart, has he, sir? I did not
know He had done anything for me.”
opened? Do. you love this old truth about the salvation
that is in Christ? If you say, “Yes, sir, I do; I certainly
do feel my heart warmed toward that truth” that is
because God, the Holy ‘Ghost, has just opened your heart.
“Has He begun with me already?” Yes; He has begun
with you already, because He wanis to save you. . And
He is going 'to make it possible for you to believe this

. mormng And before you leave that door, before you
“can go out of that door, He 'is going to see that some of
you come into 'Christ. And you will go away saying:

“0 happy day that fixed my choice
- On Thee my Saviour and my God.”

\

~

There is a verse -

Well is vour heart.

It is with the heart man 'beheveth That is how we
believe.

I

And the next thing is:

thou “shalt believe in thine heart that .God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt- be saved.” That is the
heart of the gospel; the resurrection of Christ was the
climax of His redemptlve work; and you cannot believe
that God-raised Jesus from the dead without believing
that He sent Him to Bethlehem’s manger, can you? Do
you believe that? Do you really? Do you boys and girls
believe that Christmas story, that the Babe that was
laid in the manger of Bethlehem was the Son of ‘God,
Who came from heaven? That is what the ‘Bible says.
And then do you believe that He came from heaven to
earth in order that He 'might save you; and that all His
life He was just living your life for you? Why when He

not know who taught Him as a boy — but when He
learned as a little boy, He was just learning for you; and
He wrought out a perfect life; and went “to the grave.

And when He died on the cross, do you know what hap-

pened?

What is your name? Some little boy up here, you get
up and tell me your name, will you? (A boy stood giving
his name as John ————), That will do; that is fine.
I wanted the name of/ someone. Now T want the name of

a little gn‘l Will someone tell me her name. (A girl .
stood, ngmg her name as Elsie ). Now we have-
a llttle boy, and a little gu'l John and Elsie. Now let .

me tell you what the gospel is. It 'means this; that when

Jesus Christ went to the cross.He went to the cross for,

John, and when He died on the ¢ross John-died. It means
just the same for the girls. When He was nailed there
upon that cruel cross, Elsie went to the cross; He died

for John and for Elsie, and for all the other Johns and_' .

all the other Elsies, for all the boys and all the girls, and
all the men and all the women He died. -And .when He
was ‘buried, John, when Jesus was. buried you were
buried. Did you know that John was buried, and Elsie?
And when He rose agam do you know what happened?
John came out of pnson No doubt you have never been
in prison. ~. .

’
o

But I will téll you what some of you boys have. done
One day you were in school, and the teacher looked at
.your lesson and.said, “You will stay in after- four
o’clock.” Did you ever hear that? And the teacher said
you must write ‘some’ohimg a hundred times. Did  you.
ever have that? One hundred lines! When four o’clock
_ came, or whatever the hour was, and all the other boys
" and glrls went out of schoo] and the sun was shining,
‘and you heard them playing outside, and you never did
want to be outside so mueh in your life as that after-

noon, you could not go out. You just had to sit down'and

start in to write. Think of writing a hundred lines!
Did you ever have that? A hundred, not ninety, .but a
hundred lines! And so you start, and you write, and
‘write, and write, and write. And you get down to ninety
—n1nety-flve—n1nety-s1x—mnety-seven—mnety-elght——
ninety-nine—one hundred. Done! Now what? You have
paid the\penalty You have written a hundred lines. What

are you going to do? “Do? 1 am going out!” And away .

you go. Supposing that day you wanted to go out. into

the sunshine the teacher:said, “You -have not learned your

lesson to-day. You:deserve to ‘be punished. You have

/ . . . a

™ went to school, when He learned from someone — I do _

.

MWHAT ARE WE TO BELIEVE? If ~

~
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been naughty to-day.
a hundred lines, and they must be written. But I am go-
ing to let you go out, and I will stay here and write those
lines for you.”_ “What! You!” “Yes, I will stay and write
them for you.” The teacher has had a pretty hard day;
but he or she, as the case may be, sits down and writes
all the lines.

: Do you know J esus paxd your penalty: He Wwrote your
hnes for you. And when He was raised from the dead,
the door was thrown open; the penalty was paid; the
sinner came out of prison.

If you believe in your heart that “God hath ralsed him
from the dead,” -and that the last farthing of your in-
debtedness is for ever paid, you are a free man. That is
what you are to belieye. Do you believe it? Do you be-
lieve that when the-blood of Jesus flowed from His five

_bleeding wounds, it flowed just to wash all your sins
away ? Well it did. Do you L believe it? Boys and girls up
there, I want to-ask you, I am not talking to this company
downstairs just now, I am talking to the Primaries. Do
vou believe that when Jesus came out of the grave that
He had paid yourdebt, and written your lines, and made
it possible for every one of you to be forgiven? Do you

_ believe that? And in the Intermediate Department, do
you believe that when the angel rolled the stone away
from the 'sepulchre, it was, so to speak, the divine Jailor
coming and turning the key in the lock, and saying, “Come
‘out; it is all over; you are paid for, you are a free man
now. The law has been honoured. The debt has been
+paid.” Do you Juniors believe that, that when IChrist rose
from the dead He had paid your debt? And even the little
boys and girls, Oh was it not wonderful that Jesus died
and was buried and rose again for you! And what about
you young people? Do you believe if, every one of you
here? And you young men, every man-of you. Do you
believe that He endured the utmost penalty of the law

- in your behalf, and that when He came out of the grave
the law had no loriger any claim upon Him, because He,
had.died, and paid His penalty? And Heé-did it for you!
Do you believe in your heart that Christ rose from the .
dead? And the rest of you, fathers and mothers, older
people, do you believe it? Every one in the choir, yougare’
all professing Christians, members of the church. ‘Does
the preacher beheve\lt" Do the Deacons believe it? Have
we any other hope? Have we any other ground for being
in this work, but that we believe in our hearts that Christ
was rajsed from the dead? and that we were set free by
“His resurreetlon". I know I believe that and I know
-that I 'be‘lleve it with my heart. That is how I believe it.

: . III. -

AND I WILL'TELL YOU WHY I MUST BELIEVE IT. “With
the heart man believeth unto righteousness. You say,
What 'does that mean ?~Well it means this: the righteous-
ness of Jesus is imputed to me. That ‘is -one thing. But
it means. more than that. The moment.a man repents of
his-sin, — he is sorry for his sin, he turns away from:his
sin, and he asks ‘G6d to forgive him his sin, and he re-
joices that Christ died for his sin. He is a poor sample
of what a IChristian ought {o be, but he believes all that
—he is at least in tune. with the purpose of God in send-
ing Christ; and he is headed toward righteousness. Oh,
he has not arrived, but the righteousness of Christ is
1mputed to. him.

“Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
. My beauty are, my glorious dress;

'T have told you you had to write

‘Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, '
With joy shall I lift up my head.”

His righteousness is mine. But some day He is going
to work in me, by His Spirit, between now and then, in
such a way that as I believe with my heart, and receive
the truth in the love of it, and just give myself up to the .
sanctifying power of the truth, I shall not only be justi-
fied by the™ 1mputatlon of Christ’s righteousness, but
some day I shall stand without fault before the Throne
of God.

'Oh, I have often put it in this way: when ‘the soldiers
came down from the cross one of them had the robe of
Jesus — you know they cast lots and one of the very
men who crucified Him got the robe, the seamless robe.
And I fancy he must have put it on to see how it fit him.
And I can fancy I see see him putting that seamlesg robe
on, and it just touched his shoulders, and hung in grace-
ful ‘folds to his feet. Tt may not have fitted hini exactly.
It was a loose fitting robe, and he may have been a poor -
figure underneath. But when the robe which Christ had
worn was put upon him, I can fancy the other soldiers
saying, “Why, you look like Jesus of Nazareth now with
that robe on!” And I fancy as he ¢ame down from the
hill perhaps someone met him, ‘'and said, “Oh, who is
{that? Why, that looks like Jesus. I thought He was cruci-
tied.” “So He was.” And you can fancy someone taking
hold of him and saying, “Look here, who are you? You'
‘look like the Man Who was crucified.” “Perhaps I do.
This is His robe. That is -what makes me look like Him.”
And when” we believe God clothes us with the rlghteo'us-
ness of Christ. He looks upon~us through Christ and He
sees no fault in us, because, to the eye of God, may I
reverently say so, we look like Jesus, because of His
righteousness being imputed to us.

I believe Jesus was the most perfect specimen of physi-
cal manhood “the world.has ever seen. I have not any
doubt thaf He was a perfectly proportioned man, perfect
in His physxcal nature. And this soldier was not. But
can you imagine afterwards when he gets perhaps a
little stouter, and he fills out until by and by he says,
“The robe did not fit me very well first of all, but it
fits me now as though it were made for me.”* We are
such lean creatures; we are like Pharaoh’s.lean kine, you
know. 1t is a good job we have a loose fitting robé, for
we are such poor specimens, I am sure, to the angels. But
when we are clothed in the robe of righteousness, we
look like Jesus. And some day as we put off the old
man, and put-on the new, and we are changed into, the
same image from glory unto glory, by and by, even the
robe of righteousness, by God's grace, will fit us; and
we shall be without fault before the throne of God.

’ : Iv.

Now do you believe that? If you do, what next? Well,
say so. “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus”, believing these things what follows? ‘Let me re-
peat it: “Thou shalt be saved.” That means the Primary
Department. Trust Jesus, and “Thou shalt be saved”. It
means every one of you. Every one of us here this morn-
ing may know, on the authority of God’s Word, .that we
are saved. And if you believe I must give you the op-
portunity to confess. Believe with. your heart; confess
with your mouth.

“Just as I am without one plea,
But that Thy-blood was shed for me.

And that Thou biddest me come to Thee. *
' O Lamb of 'God T come, I come!”

-~

!
’
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NE ¢f the favourite angume_\nt-s_ of Roman Catholics
" who seek to win otHers to their religion is that there

* is a unity of thoug‘ht amongst them as to what is to be

£

~

-~

believed and what is to be done. The individual is never
left in doubt in matters of creed or conduct, since the

“rules are plainly set forth by the church, and the faith-

ful have no choice but to obey. On the other hand, they
allege that members of the Prétestant churches hold

various views 'concerning religious matters and repre-

. sent all phases of opinion. The church of Rome remains
unchanged and unchangmg for her devotees all adhere
to the same commands, the unalterable dictates of the
church.” This, they say, makes for strength and unity,
impossible when religious views and practices among
various groups of people are divergent. T-hey claim that
the supreme authority in all matters rests in the church,
tllle teachings of which may be interpreted by the clergy
alone.

To refute this claim, made by representatlves of the

" Roman church, three questions might be asked. First,
- is this boasted uniformity of belief a praiseworthy char-
“acteristic? Second, is it a sign of real strength in the

system which has adopted #? Third, is the authority
exercised by the Church of Rome Scriptural, and hence,

legitimate? If these questions can be answered honestly '

in the affirmative, the aims of the Roman Catholic
Church should be supported ;-but if not, sincere and hon-
ourable men and women who have been deceived by the
outward appearance of unity in the Roman Catholic Sys-
tem should perceive thé danger of giving further alleg-

- iance to its tenets.

To return to the three questions. The first question
deals with the nature and cause of the uniformity of
doctrine which prevails among exponents of Roman

Catholicism. Is such oneness of thought desirable? Does
" it not violate one of the fundamental laws of nature,

which is that each individual differs from every other
individual? No-two people think exact'ly alike, and to
force them to hold identical views is to act contrary to
the mig-hty Creator, who has displayed His marvéllous
wiSdom in the diversity seen in the natural world, where
no two plants no two leaves, no two flowers are precisely
the same in size -and shape. “One star dlffereth from
another star in glory” (1 Cor. 15:41).

This identity of views of doctrine is contrary to nature,
contrary fo reason and contrary to Scripture. Unity in
diversity is ithe Biblical principle. “Now there are diversi-
ties of gifts, but the same Spll'lt . And there are
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which
worketh all in all.. . For the body is not one member,
but many” (1 Cor. 12:4, 6, 14). “There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call-
ing . . . But unto every one of us is given grace accordifg

. to the measure of the gift of Christ” (Eph 4:4, 7).

It is true that all Christians should alike believe in the

great doctrines of the faith; such as, The Deity of Christ,

His vicarious atonement, His resurrection, His coming

again, the infallibility of the Word of God. But no one

individual ‘Christian will view these truths in exactly the

same way as his fellow believer. There is a vast differ-

ence between identity and harmony. An artist may use

many colours in painting a landscape, the combined effect
! A\ : N

The Qhestion of ‘Authority in- Re|i9'i°“'_-.

of which is pleasing, whereas one colour alone, with no
difference in shade, would be most unpleasant. The musi-
cian will use many notes in various combinations to pro-
duce harmony of sound, but the continual repetition of
one note would be monotonous, metaphorrcally, as well as~
literally. The rigid sameness of opinion among devotees
of the Roman Cathohc System is unnatural and artlflclal

What is the p'hllosophy of this identity of behef 2 Surely

" it cannot have arisen because of the free communication

of ideas among thoughtful individuals? No, it bears the
ear-marks of force, of compulsion. The agreement is the
result of authority exercised by the hierarchy over the
minds of those who are taught. from infancy that they
dare not think of themselves, but ‘that they must accept
without question what the church declares they must
believe.

Therefore, since the individual is denied the right to

-come to the Lord for Himself and to obey the dictates

of his own conscience, the apparent strength of a system
which advocates a slavish obedience to human authority in
the mental and moral realms is but weakness. Roman

-Catholicism flourishes in lands where the 'people are kept

in ignorance, for once men and women are given free
access to the Word of God with its emphasis on the free-
dom of the will and the responsibility of each individual
to 'God alone, they commence to think for themselves and
no longer will submit to such tyranny. One is astonished
that so-many mtelhgent men and women, who exercise
self-determination in other realms, somehow feel that in
religious matters they have no mght to private opinions.
They never. think of investigating the truth or falsehood
of the claims made by their church. Blind allegiance to

‘a system of doctrine is dangerous. ‘The Apostle Paul
- said, “Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind”

(Rom. 14:5), and ¢*Not for that we have dominion over
your faith, but are helpers of your joy” (2 Cor. 1:24).

God alone can regenerate the human heart and make
it fit for heaven. He alone planned and executed His pur-
pose for the redemption of man from the penalty and
power of sin. It follows, then, that He may exercise the
sovereign prerogative of detérmining the terms on which
the sinner may approach Him and obtain everlasting-life.
These terms are clearly set forth in the Holy Scriptures,
the record of God’s revelation to man: “These are the
lively oracles of God.” The sinner must accept what God
says, if he would be saved. On thé other hand. the sys-
tem of doctrine adopted by the Roman Catholic Church
is based upon the assumption that the church can guar-
antee salvation to the soul of the person who will faith-
fully adhere to its teachings and that it can condemn
the one who refuses to do so. It claims to have power
to forgwe sins, to dispense. spiritual grace or to consign_
a man to eternal doom. The rules of the church, there-
fore, fot practical purposes, becomé more important than
the Word of God, and the authority exercised by the
church is regarded as higher than the authority of the
‘Word of God. It virtually places the opinions of men
before the expressed commands of the Lord, and this
false- emphasls is the first evidence that the authorlty
which is assumed 'by the Roman Catholic Church is not

Scriptural.
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The Scriptures must be allowed to ‘speak for them- .
. selves: “But. the anointing which ye have recelved of h1m

abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 'you
(1 John 2: 27). Men may differ widely in their views 32 INTEREST PACKED PAGES
as to the interpretation and exact reference of certain

( passages, but there can bé no question as to what the . OF

Word of God actually teaches 1n regard to the fundamen-
tals of the faith. For example, “For there is one God,

r '_ - and one mediator between God and men, .the man Chrlsf READING FOR PROSPECT'VE

Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). To say that there is another media-

tor, Mary, the mother -of our Lord, is -to contradict the Y e : QP - I i
plain statement of the-Bible. Again, the Bible says, “But PASTORS AND CHRIS."NN .
“this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for . - - . “

ever, sat down on the right hand of God . . . For by one ’ ;

ofi‘ering he hath perfected for ever them that are sancti- . 4 < WORKERS

fied”. (Heb. 10:12,- 14). The sacrament of the mass,
wherein that offering is said to be insufficient, but must -
be repeated from time to time, is in direct opposition to
the truth, as stated in the Word of .God. To compel men

to lbelleve in the.mediatorial ministry of Mary, in the : The -

mass, in purgatory, penance and such tenets is to give- T -
credence to the interpretations of men, although these |, ' L -
cannot be supported by the Word of God., - NEW PROSPECTUS

. ‘Most of the articles of faith in the Roman 'Ca’t,hollc re- : ’ -

’ ligion have been-formulated'by church council§ in consul- ’ f .
tation wilth popes, . teachers and leaders of the church. O
From-time to-time these traditional statements of faith . ) .

} have been iricorporated infto the system, and by church law i 1 H )
' the faithful are bound. to believé.and obey them: Thus, . TOI_'OI"I"O Baphst . Semlnary
‘the authority of.tradition in Roman Catholicism . trans-

cends the authority of the Word of God itself. . :

. 'The jurisdiction: whloh ‘the Roman Catholic Church
holds over the souls of men is not Secriptural, -and there-

\It’s yours for the asking!

fore, it is not legitimate. “So then every one of us shall . ' GRS

give account.-of himself to. God” (Rom. 14:12). Each _ tos

individual -is responsible to God for his beliefs and for |- P -

his actions. May the Lord have mercy upon those leaders o Comprehensive outline and. description of ‘each.

who make merchandise of the souls.-cf men and assume course. . .
dominion which cannot be justified by the Seriptures, 4
and may He open the eyes of those who are-blind to the b De"m“ aboull: several lm'porbanlt new SWme

errors into which they have been led, .and may they be- to be offered. ) -

héld Christ in all His beauty, and follow His Word, rather’ . .

than t)he dictates Of men. , . ¢ Announcement ' of new Christian’ Education

- * : L

s

—0.L.C. " Course for ladies.

. - . . . - o Pictures of faculty members. ' _— ;

. : AMBITION O ' '
Life is a leaf of paper white

Whereon each one of us'may w1}1te
. His word or two, then comes night..

o Complete Seminary doctrinal statement.

Greatly begm' g Prospective students are invited to send for

' _ Though thou hast time : . free prospectus today. If you know of some .
R ‘ " But for a line . ) . young people who feel called to the work of the .
) Be-that sublime CoT Lord, send us the names and addresses and we
Not failure, - - ' ) . will forward the prospectus. - -
. .But low aim is erime. I ' : . : i ‘ . |
. - « —Authér unknown . , : J
i . . ' LR . Address all requests to: )
c : : : : .
True faith always has repentance for its twin brother, . Tomm B-pﬁn Semlnary. SN -

. love for its child, amd holiness for its’ crown. e 337 J.rvi. 81, Torouto 2, Onnﬂo

—CHARLES. H. SPURGEON . p
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Jesus. Asleep on a Plllow ‘

- : A Sermonette by CH. Spurgeon

" “And-he was in the hinder-part of the ship, asteep on a pillow: and they awake him,
and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and rebuked

a great calm. ——Mark 4:38, 39. .-

\UR Lord took his drsmples with him into the shlp to

. teach them a practical lesson. It is one thing fo talk

to people about our oneness .with them, and about how

they should exercise faith.in time of danger, and about

their real safety in apparent peril; but it is another, and

. a far better thing, to go dinto the ship with them, to let
! “them feel all the terror of the storm, and then to arise,
and rebuke the wind, and say unto the sea, “Peace, be
still.” Our Lord gave his discip'les a kind of Kinder-

set forth visibly before them. ‘Such living'teaching pro-
duced a wonderful effect upon their lives. May we aiso
be instructed by it. N

In our text there are two great calms; the first is the
calm of the Saviour’'s heart, and the second is the calm
which he created with a word upon the storm-tossed sea.

! WITHIN THE LORD THERE WAS A GREAT CALM,
and that is wh-y there was soon a.great calm around him;
- for what is in ‘God comes out of 'God: since there was a
calm in Christ for himself there was afterwards a calm
forothers.

‘What a wonderful inner calm it was! “He was in the
hinder part of the shup, asleep on a pillow.” .
He had perfect confidence in:God that all was well.
The waves might roar, the winds might rage, but he.was
not at all. dlsquleted by their fury. He knew- that ‘the
waters were in the hollow of his Father's hand, and that
every wind was but the breath of his Fathers mouth;
and so he was not troubled; nay, he had not even a care-
ful thought, he was as much at ease as on a.sunny day.
- His mind and heart were free from every kind .of care,
for amid the gathermg tem'pest he dehberately laid him-
self down, and slept like a weary child. He went to the
hinder part of the ship, most out of the dash of the spray;
he took a pillow, and put it. under his head, and with
fixed intent disposed himself to slumber.
own act and deed to go to sleep in the storm; he had
) nothing for which to keep awake, 3o pure and perfect was
.. his confldence in the great Father. What an examp]e
~ this is' to us! We have not half the confidence- in God
that we ought to have,; not even the best of us.
deserves our unbourided belief, our unquestioning confi-
dence, our undisturbed reliance. Oh, that we rendered
it to him as the Saviour did! i

There was also mixed with his -faith in the Father o
sweet confidence in his own Sonship. He did not doubt
that he was the Son of the Highest. I may not question
God’s power to-deliver; but I may sometimes quéstion my -
right to expect deliverance; 'and if so, my ecomfort van-

\ ishes. Our Lord had no doubts of this kind: he had long
X before heard that word, “This is my beloved Son, in

a ‘God_ that the witness within him was continuous, and so
. he had no question about the Father’s love to.him as his

- own Son: “Rocked in the cradle of the deep,” his Father
keeping watch over him — what could a child do better

‘than go to sleep in such a happy position? And so ke

garten lesson, an acted serfon, in which the.truth was.

It was ‘his-

The Lord.

whom I am well pleased” ; he had so lived and walked with

—_ the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wmd ,ceased, and there was

does.

knows that, and therefore he will come to us with his
insinuating suggestion, “If thou be ‘the son of God.”
If we have the ‘Spirit of adoption in us, we shall put the
accuser to rout at once, by opposing the witness within

to his question from without. 'Then.shall we be filled .

with a great calm,’' because we have confidence in our
Father, and assurance of our sonship.

Then-he had a sweet way — this blessed.Lord of ours _

—of leaving all with God. He takes no watch, he makes
no fret; but he goes to sleep. Whatever comes, he;has left
all in the hands of the great Care-taker; and what more
is needful? If a watchman were set to gqard my house,

I should be foolish if I also sat up for fear of thieves. .

Why have a watchman-if I cannot trust-him to watch?
“Cast thy burden upon-the Lord;” buf‘when thou hast
done so, leave it with the Lord, and do not try to carry
it thyself. That is to make a mock of God; to have the

name of God, but not the reality of Ged. Lay down every

care, even as Jesus did when he went calmly to the hinder,
“ part of the ship, and quletly took a.pillow, and went to
sleep.

But I think I hear some one say, “I oould do that 1f
mine ‘were solely cares about myself.” Yea, perhaps you
could; and yet you cannot cast upofi ‘God your burden
of care about your children. But your Lord trusted- the
Father with those dear to him. Do you not think that
Christ’s disciples were as precious to him as our-children

.are to us? If that ship had been wrecked, what would -
- have become of Peter? What would have become of “that

disciple whom. Jesus loved”? Our Lord regarded with
intense affection those whom he had chosen and called,
and who had been with him in his temptation, yvet he was
quite content to leave them all in the care of hls Father,
and go to sleep.

You answer, “Yes, but there is a still wider circle of
‘people watchmg te See what will Kappen to me, and to |
the cause of Christ with which I .am connected. T am
obllged to care, whether I will or no.” Is your case, then,
more trying than your Lord’s? Do'you forget that “there

were also with him many other little ships”? When the -
"storm was tossing his barque, their little ships were even *

more in jeopardy:; and he cared for them all. He was -
Lord High Admiral of the Lake of ‘Gennesaret that night.
The other ships were a fleet under his convoy, and his
great heart went out to them all,
because he had left in his Father’s care even the solici-
tudes of his charity and sympathy. We, my brethren,
who are much weaker than he, shall fmd strength in
doing the same.

Having left evenythmg with his Faﬁher our Lord did
‘the very wisest thing possible. He did just what the
hour- demanded: “Why,” say you, “he went to sleep!”
That was the best thing Jesus could do; and sometimes
‘it is.the-best thing we can do. |Christ was weary and
worn, -and’ ‘when a man is exhausted it is his duty to go

You and I too, want a fuller aésuran'ce of our son--
ship if we would have greater peace with. God. The devil .

Yet he went to sleep, -
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to sleep if he can. The ‘Saviour must be up again in the
morning, preaching and working miracles, and if he does
not sleep he will not be fit for his holy duty; it is in-
cumbent upon him to keep himself in trim for his service.

Knowing that‘the time to sleep has come, the Lord sleeps, - °

- and does well in sleeping. Often, when we have ‘been
fretting and worrying, we should have glorified God far
.more had we literally gone to sleep. To glorify God by

sleep is not so difficult as some might think; at least,.

to our Lord it was natural. Here you are worried, sad,

wearied ; the doctor prescribes for you; his medicine does -

you no good; but oh! if you enter into full peace with
God, and go to sleep, you will wake up infinitely more
refreshed ‘than by -any drug. The sleep which the Lord
‘giveth to his beloved is balm indeed. Seek it as Jesus
sought it. Go to bed, brother, and you will better imitate
- your Lord than by putting yourself into ill humour, and
worrying other people.

There is a spiritual sleep in which we ought to imitate
Jesus. How often I have worried my poor brain about
my great church; until I _have come to my senses, and

" then I have said to myself, “How foolish you are! Can
you not depend upon God? Is it.not far more his cause
than yours?” Then I have taken my load in prayer, and
left it with the Lord:-I have said, “in God’s name this
matter shall neveg worry me again,” and T have left my
urgent care with him, and ended it for ever.

know, and 1 am no longer careful to know. The Lord
will interpose in some way or other, but I will trouble
no more about it.” No mischief has ever come through
any matter which I have left in the divine keeping. The
- staying of my hand has been wisdom. “Stand still, and see
the salvation of God,” is God’s own precept. Here let us
follow Jesus. Having a child’s confidence ‘in the great
Father, he retires to the stern of the ship, selects a pil-
-low; deliberately lies. down upon it, and goes to sleep; and
though the ship is filling with water, and rolls and
pitches, he sleeps on. Nothing can break the peace of his
‘tranquil soul. Every sailor~on board reels to and fro,
“and staggers like a drunken man, and is at his wit’s end;
but Jesus is neither at his wit’s end, nor does he stagger,
“for he rests in perfect mndcence, and undjsturbed confi.
dence. His heart is happy in God, and therefore ‘doth
he remam in repose. Oh, for grace to copy him!

But here notice, dear friends ,the difference between
the Master and ‘his dxsc1ples, for while he was in a
great calm, they were in a great storm. Here see their
failure. They were just as ‘we are, and we are often just

" as they were.

‘They gave way to fear. They were sore afrald that the
ship would sink, and that they would all perish. In thus
yielding to fear they forgot the solid reasons for courage
which lay near at hand; for in truth they were safe .

enough.  Christ is on board thdt vessel, and if the Shlp.

goes down he will sink with them. The heathen mariner
took ‘courage during a storm from the fact that Caesar
was on board the ship that was tossed.by stormy winds;
. and should not the disciples feel secure with Jesus on

. board? Fear not, ye carry Jesus and his cause! Jesus had
come to do a work, and his disciples might have known
that he could not perish with that work unaccomplished:

Could ﬂhey not trust him? They had seen him multiply

the loaves and fishes, a-n{i cast out devils, and heal all
C

<

I"have so’
deliberately given up many a trying case into the Lord’s
care that when any of my friends have said to me, “What
about so and so?’ I have simply answered, “I do not.

manner of sicknesses; could they not trust him to still
the storm? Unreasonable unbelief! Faith in God is true
prudence, but to doubt God is irrational. The height of
absurdity is to question omnipotent love.

And now the disciples were so unwise as to do the
Master a very ill turn. He was sadly weary, and sorely
needed sleep; but they hastened to him, and aroused him
in a somewhdt roigh and irreverent manmer. They were
slow to do so, but their fear urged them; and therefore
they awoke him, uttering ungenerous and unloving words:.
‘““Master, carest thou not.that we perish ?”” Shame on the
lips that asked so harsh a question! Did they not upon

reflection greatly blame themselves? He had given them -

no cause for such hard speeches; and moreover, it was
unseemly in them to call him “Master", and then to ask
him, “Carest thou not that 'we perish?’ Is he to be
accused of such hard-heartedness as to let his faithful
“disciples perish when he hag power to deliver them?
Alas, we, too, have been guilty of like offences! 1 think
I have known some of Christ’s disciples who have appear-
ed to doubt the wisdom or the love of their Lord.. They
did not quite say that he was mistaken, but they said
that he moved in a mysterious way; they did not quite
complain-that he was unkind to them, but they whispered
that they could not reconcile his dealings with his in-
finite love. .Alas, Jesus has endured much from our un-
belief! May- this -picture help us to see our spots, and
may the infinite love of our dear Master remove them!

disciples’ failure; now let us think of THE GREAT
CALM WHICH HE CREATED. “There was a great
calm.” s D
Hyis -voice produced it. They say that if oil be poured
upon the waters they will become smooth, and I suppose
there is some truth in the statement; but there is all
truth in this, that if God speaks, thé storm subsides into
a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. It only needs
our Lord Jesus to speak in the heart of any one -of us,
and immediately the peace of God, which passeth all
.understanding, will possess us. No matter how drear

August 2, 1956.

- I have spoken to you of ‘the Master’s calm.and of the -

your despondency, nor how dread your despair, the Lord '

can at once.créate a-great calm of confidence. What a
door of hope this opens to any who are in troublé! If I

. could speak a poor man rich, and a sick one well, I am
sure I would do so at once; but Ji esug is infinitely better. .

than I am, and therefore I know that ' he will speak peace
to the tried and troubled heart.

Note, too, that this cdlm came at once. “Jesus ardse,
and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be
still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.”.
As soon as Jesus spake all was quiet. T have met with a
very lange number of persons in trouble of mind, and I
have seen a few who have slowly come out into light and
liberty; but more frequently deliverance ‘has come sud-
denly. The iron gate has opened of its own accord, and
the-prisoner has stepped into immediate freedom.
snare is broken, and we are escaped.” What a joy it is
to know that rest is so near even when the tempest rages
most furiously!

Note, also, that the Saviour coupled this repose 'wztk
faith, for he said to the disciples as soon as ‘the calm came,
“Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?”
Faith and the calm go together. If thou believest, thou
shalt rest; if thou wilt. but cast thyself upon thy God,
surrendering absolutely-to his will, thou shalt have mercy,
and joy, and light. Even if we have no faith, the Lord

“The.
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will sometimes give us the blessing that we need, for he
delights to do more for us than we have any right to
expect of him; but usually the rule of his kingdom is,
“According to your faith be it un’to you.”

This great colm is very delzghtful and concermng this
I desire to bear my personal testimony. I speak from -my
"own knowledge when I say that it passeth all understand-

/.

- ing. I was sitting the other night, meditating on God’s

mercy and love, when suddenly I found in my own heart
a most delightful sense of perfect peace. I had come to
Beulah-land, where the sun shines without a cloud. “There
was 'a great calm.” I felt as mariners might do who have
been tossed about in broken water, and all on a sudden,

they cannot tell why, the ocean becomes as unruffled as

a mirror, and the sea-birds come and sit in happy circles
upon the water. 1 felt perfectly content, yea, undividedly
happy. .Not a wave of trouble broke upon the shore of
my heart, and even far out to sea in the deeps of my being
all-was still. I knew no ungratified wxsh, no unsatisfied
desire. I could not discover a reason for uneasiness, or
a motive for fear. There was nothing approaching to
fanaticism in my feelings, nothing even of excitement:
my soul was waiting upon God, and delighting herself
‘alone in him. Oh, the blessedness of -this rest in the
-Lord! What an Elysium it is! I must be.allowed to say
a little upon this purple island in the sea of my life: it
was none other than a fragment of heaven. We often talk
about our great spiritual storms, why should we not speak
of our great calms? If ever we get into trouble, what a
noise we make of it; why should we not sing of our de-
liverances? -

Let us survey ‘our mercies. Every sin that we have ~
ever committed is forgiven. ‘“The blood of Jesus (Christ,
his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” Fhe power of sin
within: us ‘is broken; .it “shall not have dominion over
you, for yé are not under the law but under grace.”
Satan is a vanquished enemy; ‘the world is overcome by

our Lord Jesus, and death is abolished by him. All provi. -

dence works for our good. Eternity has no threat for us,
it bears within its mysteries nothing but 1mmorta11ty
and glory. Nothing can harm us. The Lord is our shield,
and our exceeding great reward. Wherefore, then should
we fear? The Lord.of hosts is with .us, the God of Jacob
is our refuge. To the believer, peace is no presumption:

he is warranted in enjoying ‘“perfect peace,” — a quiet

which is deep, and founded on truth, which encompasses
all things, and is not broken by any of the ten thousand
disturbing causes which otherwise mlght prevent our
rest. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind
is stayed on thee; because he trusteth in thee.” Oh, to
get.into that calm, and remain in it till we come to t:hat
world where there is no sea!

"'A calm like to that which ruled within our Savmur,
should we be happy -enough to attain to it, will give us
in our measure the power to make outside matters calm.
He that hath peace can make peace.
‘'miracles, and yet the works which Jesius did shall we do
also. Sleeping his .gleep, we shall awake in his rested"
-energy, and treat the winds and waves as things subject
to the power of faith, and therefore to be commanded
into quiet. We shall speak so as to console others: our

calm shall work marvels in the little ships whereof others-

are captains. We, too, shall ery, “Peace! Be still.” Our
corifidence shall prove contagious, and the timid shall
grow brave: our tender love shall spread itself, and the
contentious shall cool down to’patience. Only the matter:

-

We cannot work.

must begin within ourselves. We cannot create a calm
till we are in a calm. It is easier to rule the elements than
to govern the unruliness of our wayward nature. When
grace has made us masters of our fears, so that we can,
take. a pillow and fall aeleep amid the hurricane, the
fury of the tempest is over: he giveth peace and safety
when he giveth his beloved sleep. -.

NEWS FROM JAMAICA

- The followmg letter has been received from Rev. John
Knight, our missionary in Jamaiea:

“We thank the Lord for the priv:i'l}:ge of preaching
the Gospel in Jamaica and we also thank Him for the
interest, prayer and practical help for the Lord’s wark
here, by our Canadlan friends.

“Blest be the tie that bmd.s
Our héarts in Christian love; .
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.”

“Though we have so much to praise the Loxrd for,
yet our hearts are heavy when we think of so little
advance and so few being saved. Three men were re-
cently baptized here, and these, along with a sister
who has returned to the district, were received on Sun-
day. One of the men has a grown family. He was
saved in January as he listened to the Word. There are
some fine young people in his home that we earnestly.
covet for the Lord. He too is trying to win them and -
has started a family altar. Another of these men has -
a family of small children. His past life has been wild
and unsavoury. Now he is seeking to win his wife to
the Lord and his desire to see the children saved is
sweet to behold. Hé is determined that by God’s grace,

' his life will not in the future be a hindrance to them.
No doubt it is hard to bring up children anywhere
these days, and maybe Jamaica is no harder than any-
where else, but it is some task, what with the general-
lack of any proper home life, stealing, lying, cursing
and immorality. Do back him up by prayer. The other
is a young man-with life largely before him. He comes
from a poor famlly that has knawn much sickness and’
sorrow. ) C— .

“We had planned a week of meetmgs in each of three
places last month, but due to incessant rains, all have
"to be postponed. One of these will, D.V., commence on
the third Sunday of this month, and we hope to make
new plans for lthe other two for the end of this month
and the beginning of August.

“We feel-a divine urgency these days, for the time
appears short. The onward marech of Communism in
this western world 'is ala¥ming. The saddest thing about
it is that it is the churches, or perhaps we should say
the so-éalled churches, that are aiding the spread of
‘Communism.” We thank God for the I. 'C. C. C.
Dr. MclIntire and all the others who are seekmg‘ to
sound the trumpet

(Signed) J. W. Knight” _

5 .

Doctors of divinity can so manoeuvre their messages
that it is difficull for the hearers to tell where they
stand, other than on the platform.
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Roman Cai‘hollcs Chrlshan?

By Rev. H. K. Bentley
Secretary of the-British Bible"Union

\HERE are many people in Protestant countries who
think that the Roman “Catholic” Church stands for
Christianity. Before going to Belglum in 1921 I was not
so sure about the matter as I am nov, after more than
fourteen years of study and experlence of Romanist doc-

Are -All

. trine and practice over there. -

In' one town where I lived for four years 1 often saw

. ‘the local parish priest who always took his hat off to me
and seemed so affable that I wanted to meet him. One
day as I was visiting a sick member of our meeting, this’
‘priest also arrived -at the house.
“had a long conversation with him, during which he was
" very friendly, each of us listening qu1et1y while thé other

I went downstairs and

was speaking.

Finally as I rose to leave, I said, “There is one question
I would like to ask you, and it is this: Are you certain
that you will go to heaven when you die?’ He replied,
‘“Ah, no. No one can be sure of that.” I thereupon quoted
from the Roman ‘Catholic New Testament I had with' me
(John 8:16 and 5:24; Romans 5:1, also 1 John 5:10-18)
and said t‘hat these 'word's |broug'ht me the assurance that
I shall be in heaven. N

He rose and said, “F am a man of a happy dlspomtlon,
but I can assure you that if I could share your faith,-I
should be happier still.” Looking him full in the eyes,
and shaking hands — our four hands were joined in
this — I said, “My dear Sir,' if oq'ly you will believe what
you profess ‘to believe, and in particular those verses that
I'have just quoted, you will share my faith, for that is

where 1 got it.” I never met him again, but-I heard a.

few weeks later, that he had preached a sermon that was
considered too evangelical and had been removed to a
small country village where he would do less “harm”.

In relatmg this incident later to a converted ex-Priest,
now a Protestant Pastor, I was told that it is considered
heretical to be sure of salvation.” Indeed I know of~no
There is always
a terrible “if” of uncertainty in the way. They can but
hope that their'good works—mprayers, penances,‘pllgnm-
agés, masses, etc. — will earn them salvation and Heaven.

But as Romans 11:6 tells us, if salvation is' “‘by grace,
then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no. mor\e..

grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace!
otherwise work ‘is no more work.” The. effort to merit

.any proportion of -salvation, entirely annuls the principle

of free grace, on which alone God meets our need and
saves us, thus making us “Chrlstrans .

‘So we see that one who i thus seekmg to gam merit
by acts of rightéousness, should read God’s verdict on the

matter, “Not by, works of righteousness which we have

done, but according to His mercy He saved us” (Titus
3:5). “To him that worketh is the reward not reckoned
of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but
believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith
is_counted for righteoutsness” (Rom. 4:4, §). Jesus said,
“I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent-
ance” (Luke 5:82).

But -thi‘s.’ph'ase of the great enemy’s activity, in thus
spoiling the faith in Christ of millions 6f poor dupes, is
even surpassed by the way he seeks to turn their eyes

away from Christ to another. Let those who think that
Romanism is Christianity ponder the following.

Rome says in rendering worship to Mary, “O Immacu-
late Queen of Heaven and of the angels! I adore you. It
is you who have delivered me from the flan"les of héll!
1t is you to whom I look for all- -my salvation.” This is
flatly denied by the Apostle Peter himself, who “filled
with_the Holy Ghost” said concerning the Lord Jesus,
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is

none other name under Heaven given among men, where-

by we must be saved” (Acts 4:8, 12).

"~

" Here we see then the eagerness of the gréat enemy .~

of souls to keep men under his power by turning them
away. from the only Saviour.
XVI, in 1840, to further his evil demgn by granting an
1ndulgence of 100 yesrs to every .one who would recite

this prayer.. Alas for the poor dupes who act ac'cordmg-__
ly! They are turning away from 'Chrlst and from. His :

salvation. - !

Again, Rome says (in The Glories of Mary) “Through’

Thee Mary, we have-been réconciled to God.”. The Apostle

Paul gives the lie to that wicked statement when hé says, -
“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconclled “to.
God by the death of His Son, much more, being recon- °

ciled,.- we shall -be saved by ‘His life” (the Epistle to the
Church of Rome (!) 5:10). . Here again we see the devil’s
effort to turn souls from -Chrlst the one true ‘Sav:our,
to some one else who cannot save. - N

Furthermére, in ﬂhe same Glories of Mary we read .

“@-Lady in Heaven, we have one advocaté, and that is
Thyself ” The Apostle John denies this when he says,
“If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1).

trix.” This too is grave heresy, according to the Apostle
Paul, who wag inspired to say, “There is one mediator
between God-and man, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim-
othy 2:5).

cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” (John 14:6).
' " —The E'vangelwa,l Chmstzan.

-

Udaitors to* Joronto. ..
You are cordmllymvited to al.'tend Jarvis .
Street Baptist Church (corner of Jarvm and

Gerrard Streets) in downtown Toronto. Our
'Sunday schedule is as ‘followss— . o

9.45 AM.—Bible School for all.~

11.00 AM.—Morning Service

7:00 P.M.—Evening Servics

8{30 P.M.~Outdoor Serviee =\

Whenin'l'ommo,mkohrvh&reuyonrehurehl
. N llﬂllﬂ!

A conlial 'walconre awa_its you.

~

He also led Pope Gregory ;

Then in an.
" Encyelical (Pius IX, 1846), we read of “Mary our Media-

And our Lord Himself confirms this when.
_He says,.“I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man :
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Yol. 20 Third Quarter Lesson 7

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D: (Tor.)

THE PREDICTION CONCERNING CYRUS
Lesson Text: Isaiah 44:24 - 45:13. ©,
Golden Text: “I have raised thim up in righteousness, and T
r  will.direct all his ways.”—Isaiah 45:13. :

"I. The Message Concerning Jehovah: 44:24-28,

The Lord loves His people in spite of %l their sin. As He

" mourned over the sins of the Israelites, so does' He lament

the backsliding of all ‘His children, evens to the present day
(Isa. 55:6, 7; Hos, 14:4; Matt. 11:28-830). Two sins of Israel
caused Him peculiar sorrow; their idolatrous practices '(Isa.

- '44:9-17) -and their ungrateful attitude -(Isa.. 44:18-20). In

spite of all His igoodness, they had forgotten Him, turned
away from Him and worshipped other gods. ' -

The Lord, through Tsajah, was calling His people back to
repentance on.the ground of His goodness to them (Isa. 44:

.1-8) and His merciful blotting out of their. transgressions
-(Isa, 44:21, 22):

iSongs of praise were due His name because
He had -already in -purpose redeemed Israel and glorified
Himself in His merciful dealings toward them (Psa. 63:9;

. Isa. 49:13). ,

Surely ‘the people would not have thus ‘twrned away from

" the Lord, had they understood His nature, His attributes and

His power (Isa. 43:11-13; 45:18-21). He was their Creator,

- ‘the '\One~who had made man, and also the earth and the heav-

ens ‘(Jer. 10:12; 51:156-19). The forces of nature gave ftoken
of His almightiness (Rom. 1:20). - - .

But in a particular manner, the omnipotence of Jehovah
was revealed in His acts,‘in His ways with the children of
men. The fact that He was sovereign in the affairs of men

. was proven in two ways. First, He had frustrated, brought

to naught the predictions of liars, boasters, sooth-sayers and
false prophets such as those who had attempted to lure Israel
from the worship of Jehovah i(Deut.. 18:14-22; Tsa. 8:19, 20;
47:11-15). In the second place, He confirmed the word spoken
by the prophets who spoke sincerely in His name, those sent
to declare His word to the people (Zech- 1:6). He would
perform that which 'He Himself had promised through them
(Job 9:12; Tsa. 14:27; Dan. 4:31, 856). We, too, have the same
encouragement, as we speak in the mame of the Lord (Isa.
55:11), but those who speak forth their own imaginings will
not go unpunished ((Ezek. 34:8-10). .
‘As evidence that the Lord would without fail fulfil His
own word to meh, the prophet Tsaiash was inspired to make
reference to ‘certain definite predictions. The city of Jeru-
salem would be rebuilt and the temple would be restored -
through the efforts of King ICyrus of Persia. Thede words

* were spoken about the year 712 B.C., about 126 years before

the city was even destroyed and about 150 years before
Cyrus began to reign. But the events came to pass, exactly
as the Lord had said (2 'Chron, 86:22,23; Ezra 1:1-8; Jer.
26:12, 18; 29:10; 33:10-14). '

Other illustrations of signs, given- by the Lord that He
would fulfil His word, are found in Scripture (Isa. 7:10-16;
37:30; 38:7, 8). . . / )

‘As confirmation of.verse 27, historians tell us that Cyris,
taking advantage of the many canals of the Euphrates River,
diverted the course of the river, so that he and his soldiers
té}i:ul(g]&eynter Babylon ‘along the dried-up channels to capture

e’‘city. . . . . .

King Cyrus was designated as “shepherd” by the Lord and

~for two reasons became’a g}?e, ag it" were, of Christ the -

Messiah, the great and 'good Shepherd; he delivered the Jews

- from -'.ﬂheir bondage, thus foreshadowing the complete re-
emm wrought,by the Lord, and he performed the will of -

d
the , thus being 4 figure of Christ, who at all times did
that which was pleasing to His Father (Isa. 42:1; 53:10).

. [] N .

II. The Message Concerning Cyrus: 45:1-7.

The Jews would think it strange that the Lord was to use
2 heathen king to ‘effect His purposes (Isa. 46:9-11). The
p'rop_het_ must justify to them the ways of ‘God. In this par-
ticular instance Cyrus was the anointed of Jehovah, the one.
set apart from other ‘monarchs, the instrument chosen to per-

.
L]

~Aug. 12—The Return of the Captives .........occce.

4. N .
form His will. God would give him victory over his enemies,
especially over the Babylonians, the captors of the Jews (Jer.
26:12). In careless revelry the Babylonians failed to close
the inner gates of itheir city which adjoined the palace, The
Lord would also reveal to Cyrus the place where the enemy
had hidden their treasures (verse 3). All'this was for the
sake of the Lord’s own people and for thé honour of His own
great name.

God would use Cyrus as His instrument in order that all
might know that He was the Sovereign Lord, with authority
to carry out His own designs, independent of the opinions” of
men., He alone is God (Isa. 45:22). -

II. The Message to the People: verses 8-18. :

The heavens and the earth declare the :glory of the -Lord,
His might, 'His majesty and His wisdom (Psa. 148:1-9). In
this instance the heavens and the earth were to join men in
offering praise to the Lord for a manifestation of His right-

.eousness, as seen‘in the salvation of His people (Psa. 72:3;

85:11; 103:20-22). The Loérd is worthy of praise at all times,
but this special deliverance of Hig people called for the loud-

est acclaim. 'This is true in a far greater measure of the .

redemption which the Lord has wrought through Christ for
-all who believe.-- - . h

The Jews of Isaiah’s day had no ground.for objecting to
‘the fact that King Cyrus was given a part in the program
of God. The clay has no right to complain when the Potiter
shapes.it adcording, to His will (Isa;, 64:8; Jer. 18:6; Rom. 9:
20-24), and the children of -a family must not upbraid their
parents. Similarly, the Lord might legitimately use any.

in ‘His family: these privileges did not belong exclusively to
the Jews, as they imagined. Let us be submissive in His
hands_(1 Pet. 5:6). : .

Instead of contending with God, let* His people pray to
Him, that they may be given wisdom to see His purposes.
(Rom. 11:33-36; Eph. 1:1-11). He who created all things
would raise up ‘Cyrus to fulfil His own righteous will (Isa.
41:1, 2). The king would rebuild the city and would permit
the captives to return freely, without ransom (Isa.52:3; Rom.
3:24). On the other hand, our |Saviour paid the ransom for
sinners (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). le
Lord shall enter “joyfully, not the earthly JeruSalém, but the
heayenly Jerusalem, and there they shall forever praise and
serve their Beloved Redeemer. : ;

, ' Daily Bible Readings ‘
Aug. 6—Promises of Deliverance ... ... Isa. 48:1-13
Aug. T—Promise of a New Thing .. .. Isa. 43:14-28
Aug. 8—The Lord is 'God .....cc..ccoeoeetemmrrcrrnnrrerecenne Isa. 44:1-8
Aug, 9—Israel’s-Idolatry ... ... Isa. 44:9-17
Aug. 10—Sins Blotted Out ... R— Isa. 44:18-23
Aug. 11—The Decree of Cyrus ..........cco.... 2 Chron. 3%14—2?
zZra

Suggested Hymns
When all Thy merei:s.
(S}gd-ir{lozes s}trin a rmyster(ilous way.
imply trusting every day. -
_Begone, unbelief.
od holds the key.
"Tis the grandest theme.

THE PAPACY
in - '
Cle g et
The 'Light of Scripture
. By DR. T. T. SHELDS
A clear discussion of the Papacy, with quotations
from Roman Catholic authorities. Should be _
read by every Christian! :
36 PAGES . . . 25 Cents
~ : : Order from
THE GOSPEL WITNESS
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2, Canada

' vessel of His creation and might give ito any one a position;

One day the redeemed of the .

|
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DON'T MISS THIS OFFER! -
The Priest, the anan and the Ennfessmnal |

by FATHER CHARLES CHINIQUY
(a 144 page book, paper cqve_r)

E _' FOR o .
50cnts |
(REGULAR PRICE - $1.00) . . .

RO W.riﬂ'en by a former Roman Catholic priest.

. ~ ® * * ¢ Well documented with quotations from Roman Catholic
'\ . © writers. )

e e s A s'l'arﬂmg revelaﬂon of the 'l'rue nature of the
. . ~ Confessional. ,
~In order to g'ive this book fhe largest circulation possible, THE GOSPEL WITNESS now
offers it to you for only fifty cents (regular price - $1.00). Help us fo send fhis information
~across the continent! Order a-number and distribute them to friends. Put them in the hands
of those who are contemplating marriage with Roman Catholics.” _ -

» .
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/- ,
‘THE GOSPEL WITNESS, : ' _ ' , . ,
130 Gerrard Street East, _ . . W
Toronto 2, Ontario. = . ;

Dear s‘m S . ’ : :
Please find enclosed the sum of §....... for - copies of "“The
Priest, the Woman and the Confessional” at the special price of fifty cents per copy.

Name

Address . : —

City or Town ....... S Province or State ; °




