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S, _ * ' (Stenographically Reported)
° “And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went
with them to bring them on the way.
“And the Lord said, Shall T hide from Abraham that thing which I do; ) Y
u . . “Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a igreat and mighty nation, and all

the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him ?

' “For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after h1m,
_and they shall keep the way of the,Lord, to do' justice and judgment; that the Lord
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken: of him,

“And, the Lord said, Because the ery of 'Sodom and Gomorrah is great,, and because

their sin is very grievous;

“I will go down now, and see whether they have done alrtogether according to
the ery of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.
. “And the men turned their faces tfrom thenoe, and went toward Sodom but
Abraham stood yet before the Lord.” Gen. 18:16-22,

Prayer by Dr. T. L. Stockley.

O God, our_heavenly Father, we gather mow in the name
of our Lord Jesus, and we raise to Thee our song of grate-
ful thanksglvmg for all Thy loving-kindness to us. Thy
mercies have been great indeed, and countless as the sands
upon the sea shore. We lift to Thee, therefore, this morning
our hearts in praise and.worship. We draw near with grati-
tude and thankfulness, because of all Thy mercies, and espe-
cially because of Thyself (Whom Thou hast revealed in the
Person of Jesus Christ our Saviour, and given us the joy
of knowing an intimate and glad fellowship with-Him.

We come this momming confessmg our sins; and we pray
for the application of the precious blood of Jesus to every
sin stained soul. May all be washed away by the precious
blood of the Lord Jesus. Restore us now into frue fellowship
with Thyself. Bring back to us again the joy of Thy great
salvation, if in any degree.we have lost it in thought, or
word, or deed. If we have wandered from Thee, O Lord,
restore us to Thyself, Give to all gathered here the joy of
glad conscious fellowshlp with the Most Holy, the Most
Loving.

Do Thou hear us as we open our hearts now, and seek again

congregation gathered in Thy presence. It is impossible for
us to name the needs.of all the people gathered here, but we
re]mce that Thou knowest every heart, and every life. Do
Thou in Thy great bounty entich every soul. Oh, that every
one of us now may be gatheéred very close to Thee, to seek
Thy face, and to receive a blessing!

We’ pray Thy largest blessing to rest upon.the -large com-
pany of young people here. May the.boys and girls, who
have just begun to pray, grow in their desire for Thyself, and
in their longing for the highest and noblest things. May
they trust Thee now simply, whole-heartedly, in their homes,
in school, amongst their playmates, wherever they are. May’
many boys and girls be the means of leading others to the
Saviour, and become burmng and shining lights to' all
around them!

And the young men and young women who are facing great
temptations, gird them with Thy strength, O Lord. May they
put on the whole panoply of God, be clothed with divine
armour that they may resist every approach of the enemy;
and rejoice, continually in Thy vmtory over sin’s temptation
of every kind. May their lives increase in richness. May
they in all their actions be Christlike, and noble, and ex-
gmples to many, and be.the ‘means of winning many to the

avmur

Thou seest this!

And those in middle life, finding the burden of life heavy
upon them, — family burdens, business cares, — help them
to learn to cast even th'ose burdens also upon them. And as

. they have laid their sins at Thy feet, oh, may they lay their

¢ares, and their sorrows there, and know the comfort and -
r-es'tr lc‘)t’ heart which Thou‘dost-love to give to those who trust
in Thee.

So bless this whole assembly this morning in all its varied
needs. Remember those who are unable to be with us, the
sick, the aged, those who are umnable to come to Thy house.
Reéfresh them with Thy Word this morning. Let some
gracious promise be brought to their memory, and some new
revelation of Thyself to make their hearts rejoice. Make
their home to be the very house of God, and make them to
realize how wonderfully true Thy word is.

Bless richly Thy dear servant, this morning as he brings
Thy message to us. May he find great joy fin bringing that -
message to Thy people, and may all here be richly blessed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savmur Amen.

70U will remember that three men appear to Abraham

in the beginning Jf Genesis, chapter eighteen: “He
lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by
him.” Then in the twenty-second verse “the men turned
their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but
Abraham stood yet before the Liord.” And again in the
nineteenth chapter, “There came two angels to Sodom
at even”; the third was engaged in converse with Abra-
ham.

The New Testament refers several times to the de-
struction of Sodom and Gomorrah. “Our Lord makes a
comparison between conditions which ‘then obtained, and
conditions which will obtain at His coming. The Apostle
Peter refers to it, saying that these cities of the plain
were set forth as examples, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.

“Abraham on this occasmn entertained- three- strangers,
and thereby entertained angels unaware. One of the three
was undoubtedly an Old Testament appearance of our
Lord, to Whom Abraham prayed, when it was given to
him to discern that One of the three was indeed the
Angel -of the Covenant
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The Lord ‘soliloquises as Abraham goes on his way
accompanying them for a short distanee toward Sodom;
and He asks the question, “Shall T hidé from Abraham
that-thing which 1.do?” as théugh He said, “Shall I take
Abraham into My confidence? Shall I commit My secret
to him? Shall I inform him of My purposes?’ He. ob-

_ viously answers the question in the affirmative, and He

makes a certain communication to Abraham, — a special
revelation of His purpose respecting. the cities of the
plain. In' His whole Word, God comes to us with the same
revelation; and it is a revelatlon concernmg the nature
and consequence of sin.

I. .

WHAT 1S SIN? Will you specify particular sing? What
if you do? What have all sins in common? What is the
essential element.in the thing that makes it what it is?
Now I'am persuaded that much of the light thinking of
the day is the result of a failure properly to apprehend
the .consequences of this dreadful thing which the Bible
calls sin. If we properly understood what sin is, what
its nature is, how far-reaching it is, we should be able

more easily to understand the necessity for the atone-,

ment, — for such an atonement as was effected by the
death of our Lord Jesus ‘Christ. Is sin a thing of the
-, hand, or of the foot, or of the tongue, or-of the mind?
JIs it local" Can it be confined to one place?. Will the sin
of Sodom stay in Sodom? Will it spread to other places?
What is the measure, what is the extent, of its polluting
power? The extraordinary thing about this revelation
is that He Who came from heaven says that the sin of
Sodom has come unto Him; the cry of it has come up to
heaven.. You remember a sxmlla,r statement in the word
when 'God came to Cain, and said, “The voice of ‘thy
" brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground”.-

Now sin is of such a character that it cannot be hid-
den; it cannot be coiifined to one place; it cannot be
obscured from the divine vision; it cannot be gathered
up by anything that man can invent. The cry of it goes

~ up to heaven. May 1, without irreverence, say that the

stench of this moral plague goes up into the divine nos-
trils. It is the abominable thing which God hates, which,
if it were not dealt with would affect the purity and
- tranquility of héaven itself. ‘And God here pauses at
Abraham’s tent to tell him that from His holy dwelling

/ He has discerned this dreadful, this corrupting, this hor-

rible, this heinous, thing, and that he has come down to
conduct a personal investigation, that He may know

whether it .is altogether as bad as it seems in heaven’s -

view to be. ‘Of course it is an accommodation to the hm-

ited understanding of man, when God says He has come.

down-to see whether they have done altogether according
to the cry of it; He did not need to come down; He knew

it in ‘heaven. You remember how Solomon again and

again in that dedicatory prayer, when the.temple was
dedicated, prayed “Hear thou ir heaven thy dwelling -
place: and when thou hearest, forgive.”, When we cry

- to Ged for mercy our prayer-for pardon ascends up to

heaven and He hears it. We sang this mornmg,

“May all my prayers to Thee aspire,
And all my days be Thine.”

* May all there is of me mount heavenward.
But, my friends, our sins cry to-heaven as loudly as

our prayers; and our sin is heard and known in heaven -

as surely -as our holiest aspirations. Sin is a far-reaching
thmg, it is not shut up to the boundarles of time, nor

N

\of him with whom we have to do.”

to any geographical dimension. - Sin spreads everywhere,

and it goes on from generation to generation. “As by
orie man sin” — one sin — “entered into the world,. and
death by sin; so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned.” How terrible; how horrible, how heinous
a thing sin is! Your sin, and my sin, is not confined to
a point-of time, or to a particular place: “Thou art of
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on
iniquity”; “All things are naked and opened to the eyes
The sin of twenty
Years ago is just as much open to the eyes of God as the

sin of to-day. There is no getting away from it; there-

is no concealing it, — some wrong that was done in
England, some evil that was committed in the Antipodes.
‘There is some sin of which a man was guilty fifty years
ago, and which he would fain forget ‘but until God deals
‘with him, it is present in his view. The ecry of it goes
up unto God. And unless sin is confessed and put away,
the cry of our sin will drown our prdyers, and our praises
so that IGod will not hear them. What a terrible thing,
what a fearful revelation this is, that the Holy One
should come to Abraham, and say, “This plague spot
of earth would spoil heaven, this iniquity below would
pollute the atmosphere of ‘the Holy Place, and I have
come down to deal with it.” ©Oh that we understood it,

that we might have a new sense, a deeper sense, of the-
heinousness of sin, of the plague that is contrary to the
divine Mind, that we might cease to try to cover it up,
to excuse it, to make allowance for it, that we might
learn to be merciless toward our own sin, that we might

, recognize that no matter ‘who ‘We are, what we are,

where we are, sin is the thing that God cannot tolerate

and will not tolerate!

T have heard people say somethmg, I do not know
‘Where they get it, that God cannot look upon sin with
any degree of allowance. Well it is true. But that is not
scriptiral. The Scnpture says, “Thou art of purer eyes
than to behold evil, and canst not look on- mlqulty * The
holy nature of God revolts against it; it is an offence

to His purity; it is horrible in His eyes; it is described *

as the abominable thing which 'God hates.

Nowadays we hear much about the love of God. “Oh,”
somebody says, ‘“preach the love of God!” Yes, we must.
But remember there is.such a thing as divine hatred.
Remember there cannot be love without hatred. And He

Who loves infinitely, hates infinitely; and the hatred of -

God is just as inténse and mighty as His love. He never
hated us, but He has always hated-our sin; and‘He hates
it still. And while it is upon us, He hates that in us, and
would save us.from it. I beg of you, who are Christians,
to turn again to the Scriptures and let the Word of 'God
teach us what gin is, Let the Word of-God teach us that
it fills all time, and all space, and that by no human
device that has ever been discovered, can it be obscured
from the divine view. Church membership, rehglo'us pro-
fesswns the observance of the ordinances, the saying of
prayers, the singing of praises, the giving of alms,
_preaching, and testifying, all these put toge"cher cannot
dedl with" sin, cannot cover it up. It is there, dear
friends, and God knows it: the cry of it goes up to God.
"It is a horrible figure, but I repeat it, it is a stench in
‘His nostrils. It is a plague spot It is something that
lGod must blot out from His view, whether it be one
'sin; or the sin of a“city, or a nation. .

- II.

“Shall T hide from Abraham that thing which I.do?” -
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Now we' do not like revelatlons of that sort, do we? It
is as though a doctor, having examined a patient says,
“Shall T tell.him? Shall I tell him what is within him?
-Shall 1 tell him of the dreadful disease with which ke is
afflicted? Shall T hide it from him, or shall I tell “him

- the worst?’ God told Abraham the worst. Not only so,

but He gave him some intimation of what is the result,
the consequences, of sin. Look at the smoking ruins of the
cities of the plain: fire and brimstone from heaven. That
is God’s estimate of sin! Can you think I'ightly of it?

- Look abroad on the world to-day. Is it not amazing that

there should be found people who say that we are getting

better and better all the time? Brother Whitelaw told -

me yeeterday of a report of a message he had read in the
mormng paper, delivered by a certain.prominent educa-
tionist, in which, for once, he admitted that things were
very bad. He said, “The world is not static, but it is
not going forward it is .gomg backward.” ‘ And although

-

he was the head of a so-called Christian university, he.

declared that the only hope 6f the world was in education.
Poor simpleton! as though he did not know that the peni-
tentiaries of ‘this continent were crammed full of the
most finely educated men to lbe found Education will
not deal with sin.

The Lord tarried at Abraham’s tent to tell hlm of the

peril in which Lot was living, of the awful cloud of judg-
ment which was hanging over Sodom. I do not believe
we Shall ever have a revival of religion until we get back
to the plam teaching of "seripture respecting the conse-
quence of sin, and the certainty of judgment. 'Russellism
has affected a lot of\people who are not Russellites. The
same thing is held and tauglit by Modernists. I remem-
ber bemg at a ministerial. association twenty-five_years
ago, in which a4 minister — were he now- 11vmg he would
be a very old man; he was well on into the evening time
of life then — told his brethren of a time when ‘e once
preached from this text: “The wicked ghall’ be turned
into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” . And he

) produced a gréat laugh among his brethren by saying he

had told the Lord that if He would forgive him for ‘that
one indiscretion, he would never repeat it. But, my.dear
friends, Sodom and Gomorrah are set forth as an ex-

~.ample. The Scripture says so. It declares that the same

Judgment that fell upon Sodom -will fall, ultlmately, upon
sin everywhere. .

"What is sin? What is 1t domg in the world? Look at
our own country. All standards broken down! Simple
morality cast to the winds! I was amazed last night
when I read that story of the massacre in ‘China, to read °
of the spirit of communism in one district, said to have
been embraced by lth'mty millions of people. What is com-

munism? Commurism is anarchy. It means: No law but ~“as much as you like, and declare you believe the Bible -

my own will, in the last analysis. And what is anarchy?
Anarchy is sin: sin is anarchy Why it is only another
fuller manifestation of what sin, when it is finished, will
bring forth. For one thing that lifts its hand against the
divine government, and dares to challenge the King of
kmgs will challenge any govemment And the fact is
It is useless for us to
accept this Bible, to say we believe it, if we do not
believe it all.

We were s'mgmg of the grace of God. And we rejoice
in that. But it is equally true, dear friends, that the
justice of God is "operative, and He will not, by any
means, acquit the wicked. We cannot get away from our
sin. And if all the fires of hell were extinguished, one

I

sin would rekindle them. Sin has hell at its heart; it
burns a man up; it tortures him, heart and conscience,
and memory, and all there 15 of him. I do not care any-
thmg about ‘the literal f1re from hell. I have seen men
in hell. ’

I heard a man preach once, who had been attending a.
man who was under sentence of death; ministering to
him, trying to lead him"to Christ. And that young man, -
who was to pay the penalty of his sin, was a university
graduate, and had been a professor of religion. And
this brother said, “Some men question the reality of hell,
but my brethren, I do not, for I 'have myself seen a man
in hell!” Of course, he had. Just as surely as we have
here the earnest of our inheritance in Christ, if we are
Christians, men have the earnest often of hell itself.

II1.
Now that is the revelation of God’s Word. What are
we going to do about it? If it be true that sin is such
atérrible thing, what should our attitude, as Christians,
be toward this great truth? What did it do for Abraham" ‘
Listen, “The men ‘turned their faces from thence, and
went toward Sodom”. Messengers of judgment were
they? No, oh no, they were to be witnesses to the reality

‘of this awful plague. In the day when every mouth shall -

be stopped, and all the world shall become guilty before
God, God will’have His own witnesses. And think of it
my dear friends; read the terrible story that if the spirits
of those impenitent sinners could stand at the Great
Assize, before the Great White Throne, and try to ex-
terminate their crimes, or to plead, all the Judge of all
‘the earth would have to do would be to call the two
angels that went down into Sodom, and they would be the
instruments of danination to every one of them. That is’
all. No escape! But they went down to Sodom primar- -
ily on an errand of mercy. God <could have “destroyed
Sodom from heaven, but He sent-His angels down to save
somebody oudyof Sodom. And when these two angels went
toward Sodom, Abrgham, almost paralyzed with fear,-
stood yet before the Lord; for he knew somebody who
lived in Sodom, and he saw the cloud of vengeance hang-
ing low upon the city! And he stood yet before the Lord.
And by that revelation of the heinousness of sin, and
the certainty of its consequences, Abraham was .inspired
to pray for the salvation of those who were in peril.
Abraham would never have prayed for Sodom, if the
Lord had not told him of the judgment that was to come.
Well, my friends,. if that awful truth in the Bible, re-
. specting the present moral state, and the future punish-
"ment of such as go on in their iniquity, if that great
truth does not lead us to pray for the salvation of men,
‘then we do not believe it! You may profess orthodoxy

from cover to cover, but I insist that it is impossible for
any one of us to believe the Bible, and remain indifferent
te the condition of men and women !whoﬁa,’re out of Christ.
If we believe thesé things it will compel us to pray. We
cannot help praying..

Have you seen a home where sickness has come, and
the doctor has gone upstairs, and you have seen the

other downstairs, wringing her hands, walking up and
" déwn, saying, “What will the verdict be? What will the
verdict be?” And when the Doctor comes .down, and
announces the seriousness of the case, and he has gone,
I have often remained, and I have found people, who
ordinarily were not much disposed to pray, who were
réady enough to pray in the face of that physical dan-
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ger, because of that shadow that has come across the
threshold of the home. They say, “Oh, yes, by all means,
let us pray: Let us ask that God may avert the danger.”
' _So dear friends, if we believe the Bible we shall pray.

" Do you pray for ‘the unconverted? Now come, you mem-
bers of Jarvis Street, do you really pray for the uncon-
verted? Do you? This was not a prayer meeting. Abra-
ham,did not pray in a great assembly: he stood yet before
the Lord. Abraham and God alone! No one else. Did you
ever pray like that? Is that the time when you pray for

the lost? I suppose we have reason for some thankfulness

that so many in this place do come to pray. But, my
brothers and sisters, I speak to you church members,
young people, boys and girls, men and women, there are
some of ‘'you whom I never see at the place of prayer! I

have never seen you Tuesday, Thursday, or Saturday.

Do you pray? Oh, yes, I pray at home. Yes; and if you
do, you will almost certainly want to pray with others,

and have others pray with you. People who intercede for-

the lost privately, will by and by want to get other people

together, and say, “Come and help me pray for these lost ’

sinners!” And we shall have a revival if we do that. If
the members of this church would just take it to their

hearts, and say,““This is more important than anything -

else.” “My husband, my wife, my children not saved,
and if the Bible is true, in danger of eternal damnation!”
Would that not make you pray. If you do not pray, you

do not believe it; T-do not care what-you profess. The .

modern church does not believe that, and that is why it
does not pray. That is why there are no prayer meetings
in many churches. Will you do it? Alone with God! Let
us pray. As often as we can find time to be alone with
God let us stand before the Lord as Abraham did, and
beseech of Him to save the lost. ‘And when we have done
it let us exhort one another, “not forsaking the as-
. sembling of ourselves together,” praying for people to-

gether. Oh, I believe that if we were properly impressed
with the solemnity of this truth, we should ndt only pray
together Tuegday, Thursday, and Saturday, and Monday
at our conferences, I believe it would become instinctive
with many of God’s people to call together their friends,
and neighbours in their home. There are some people
who come together for card parties. There are some
people who meet for afternoon teas. Some people who
meet for some sort of social exchange. If we were laid
hold of by that truth we should be-praying day and night.

What did 'Dr. Stockley read 4his morning, Ye that are’

the Lord’s remembrancers, give Him no rest and take ye
no rest, never cease to pray, never cease to call. For
how long? “Till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem
a praise in the earth.,” And if we cannot preach or teach,
we can at least pray. You say, “But, sir, do you mean
that I should go, and my voice should be heard in public
prayer?”’ If the Lord so moves you, yes.
cannot do that, remember this is the teaching of Serip-
ture: it is well to seek the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, and to say “Amen” when others pray. That is
why we are to pray not in an unknown tongue. We are
to pray so that otherq may pray with us; and a great
\volume of prayer will ascend to God. 'Oh; the sin of Tor-
onto goes up to God. How many prayers go up to God?
iCould we not send up such a volume of intercession to

heaven that it will overcome the cry of the sin of this,

city ?
I suppose Abraham prayed because he felt -his own
helplessness when the Lord told him what He was going

But if you

-tg d9 in Sodom. When He had told him of that reservoir

of fire and.brimstone that would descend upon the city,

A-l?ra-ham said, “Oh, what can I do? There is not any-

thing that can come between that judgment and the sin-

ner”. And in his utter helplessness he stood before the .
Lord. What can we do? What can we do? There are

cases ‘that come 'to my attention. You Sunday-

School teachers, who do visiting, who go from 'home to

pome, you sometimes find situations that are staggfa,r-'
ing, horrible — a wife separated from her husband, the

home a chaos, in some cases the home a hell, a place

where it is hardly safe for children to dwell. And you

are at your wits’ end. You say, “What can I do?” My

dear friends you cannot do anything. s

.I read last night of some wealthy woman who had
given her home worth a million doMars to be established
as a centre for research work, in order to discover a cure

. for .cancer. T once asked a great surgeon about the many '

quack remedies that were advertised, prosing a care for
cancer, I said, “Do you think there is anything in it?”
'H-e said, “Mr. Shields, when a real cure for cancer is
du-scovered' it will need no advertising. 'All.it will need
will -be. an army of armed men to stand about the place
to control the people. I donot care where it is discovered,

‘Wwhether in Africa, or China, or India, any time a real

cure for cancer is discovered, ‘they will flock to it by the
millions from every part of the earth.” -

You cannot discover a cure for sin. This-man talking
about education! You can build a university, and legis-
lJate until the crack of doom, and what do you find? Why
you have sin mixed in with your legislation. Educate a
man a_md send him to Parliament, and he goes sometimes
,]lu-st in qrd'er'to cover up robbery, and every kind of
Iniquity is given the sanction of the state. You cannot
cure the cancer of sin. - The fact is we are face to face
wgth. something absolutely beyond human power to deal
yvrth. .Wha.t nonsense people talk! What folly is exhibited
in trying to conduct churches without God, in professing
to make men better without God, in proposing to effect
a cure for this .soul-destroying malady that has peopled
hell with milions, without the mighty power of God!
How can fthey do it? They eannot. It is folly. There is
oply one thing you can do, and that is, Stand before the
Lord. If He does not help us, then we are ruined, Oh

. woman, if the Lord does not save your husband vou can-

not dp. it! If the Lord does not make bare His arm for the
salvation of your children, in spite of all your example,
they will be lost. No; there is no hope of salvation in
.th-a"t way. Oh, that we could feel our helplessness in the
presence of this dreadful danger! -

‘And then poor Abraham said, “Wilt thou also destroy
th.e‘ righteous with the wicked.” You see Abraham was
wise. 'He made no excuse for Sodom. We shall never
make progress with God while we excuse our sin, or
anybody .else’s sin: “There is no peace, saith my God,
to. the wicked.” And “Though hand join in hand, the
w1c'!<ed. shall not be unpunished”; it is bound to come.
“Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?
P(_ar_a'dventure there be fifty righteous within the city:
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the
f}fty righteous that are therein?’ “If I find in Sodom
fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the
p.l-ace for their sakes.” Then Abraham came down the
]m_e, you remember. “That be far from thee to do after
this manner, to slay the rightecus with the wicked: and
that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far

\ .
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from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
Oh, yes, He will do right. There.is no question about
that; He will do right. Then Abraham began to pray,
to plead a vicarious righteousness as the ground of his
plea, the reason for mercy: “Peradventure there shall
lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy ail the

2‘city for lack of“five? And he said, If I find there forty
and five, T will not destroy it. And he spake unto him
yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty
found there. And he said, I' will not do it for forty’s
sake. And he said unto him, Oh let not the Liord be angry,
“and I will speak: Peradventure there shall_be thirty
found there. And he said, T will not do it, if T Find thirty
there.. And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me
to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be
twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it
for twenty’s sake. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure
ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy
it for ten’s sake. And the Lord went his way, as soon
as he had left communing- with Abraham and Abraham
returned unto his place.”

My dear fnends if any city had to be saved on those
terms there is'not a city on earth that would be spared.
Fifty — forty.five — forty — thirty — twenty — ten
— No! for it is written, “Theresis none righteous, no,
not one.” No'salvation on that ground!

“Ch,” you say, “Lord, spare that home for the wife’s
sake!” No; you must have a stronger plea than that.
“Spare it for the children’s sake!” No; you must have
a stronger plea. than that. “My little children, these
things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.” Oh, is that not glorious! We can
not find %he ten, or the one in Sodom; but we can find
One before the Father’s face whose rlghnteousness is so
perfect that for His sake every Sodom on earth may be
spared, for “He is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.” -

That is the ground ‘of our petivt‘xon then. What is the
argument we bring when we pray for modern 'Sodom
and Gomorrah? We have a better plea than Abraham:
we can come before the Lord, and say, “O Lord we con-
fess our own sinsg, and the sins of all others; we acknowl.
edge there fis not so much as one righteous person. But
there is One who cries, “Deliver him from going down
to the pit: T have found a ransom.” And for His sake
God, if he be petitioned to do so, will save us all. Is it
not wonderful that we have an availing plea, we have an
argument to which 'God himself, cannot say “No’”? Shall
we use it?

And as for you who are unconverted: you say, “How
shall I be saved?’ Well we shall see in next Sunday’s
lesson how “while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his

- hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand .

of his two daughters; the Lord being merciful unto him:
and they brought him forth, and set him without the
city.” “God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of
the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities
in the which Lot dwelt.” Oh, if you will but come, you
who are unconverted, if you will but come to ‘God, in the
name of the LordI Jesus — come like this: say,
“1 have no other argument,
I want no other ples, .

Tt is enough that Jesus di
lf\nd rﬂxﬁl He died for meg"’

-

1

The judgment has already fallen upon Him; and if you
will but trust Him, then, “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlastlng life, and shall not come into con-
demnation; but is passed from death unto life.” I know
that this poor sinner deserves the fire and brimstone as
much as any. I know that there is wrath to come for
some, and there would be for me, but that I have trusted
Jesus and I am positive this word is true, he “shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed” — present tense,
you see — “passed from death unto life”. ¥or those who
believe, the judgment is all behind. The sinner is under
the blood, and God will never see it any more. Do you

. know there is only one thing in the universe that God

cannot see.through, and that is the blood of Jesus Christ.
Our sin is covered with His blood, and in God’s view we

_have ceased to be sinners, and we are accepted in the °
- Beloved: " -

Ty hav?: a Saviour, He’s pleading in glory,

" - A dear, loving Saviour though earth-friends be few; - .

* And now He is watching in tenderness o’er me,

And oh, that my Saviour were your Saviour teo!
7/

P “For you I am praying -
- For you I am praying,
For you I am praying,
I’'m praying for you.”

) . ’
The fditor’s (orner

Holiday Time

As the coming three issues of THE GOSPEL WITNESS go
to press, .the Editor will be in the province of Manitoba.
As he visits in Winnipeg and Portage 1a Prairie, he looks
forward to meeting some of our subseribers. On Sunday,
July 29, he will preach in Bethany Baptist Church (Port-
age Avenue at Ingersoll St., Winnipeg) at-the morning
and evening services. Pastor E. V. Phillips of Bethany
is away on his hohdays Dr. O. L. Clark, the Associate
Editor, is now enJoymg a few weeks of deserved rest at
the lake During the Editor’s abgence, she will assume
the responsxblhty of superv‘lsmg the publication of the

three issues.

Amcles in The Gospel Witness .

Periodically we are asked the questlon — “Who .
_writes the articles’in THE GoSPEL WrTNESS?” All -
articles which_are written by the Editor—Mr, Tart,
are unsigned, but the authorship of all other articles
is indicated with the name of the writer — e.g,,
C. H. Spurgeon., Dr. O. L. Clark writes the Bible
School Lesson Outline and 1is responsible for the
Younger Readers

Send Us Names of Christians!

You can help us to extend the ministry of THE GOSPEL
WITNESS by sending us the names and address of Chris-
tians whom you know. As we reecive the list, we will send
your friends four regular issues of THE GOSPEL WITNESS
and a special introductory. offer. Neither you nor your
friends-are placed under any obligation. Send the names
today!
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" BOOK -REVIEW

BLUEPRINT FOR VICTORY, by R. E: Milam (published by

’ the author, P.0. Box 5064, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.,
- B8b pages, price $3.25). " -

The enterprising executive secretary of the Baptist’

General Convéntion ‘of ‘Oregon and Washington (South-.

ern Baptist) is Dr. R, E. Milam. In addition to being an

‘. able administrator, he proves himséM to be a first.rate

.writer, Historian and Christian statesman in this book
“Blueprint For Victory”. - THE GOSPEL WITNESS reviews
few books .and we seek to avoid exégger:;ttion in our
expressions of appreciation but we must confess that we

. were thrilled with this volume and it is our firm belief

that it shouldl be read by every Baptist pastor ‘and mdeed
every Baptist in Canada and elsewhere. .

Actually “Blueprint For Victory” is three: books in one
Book One _deals with a study of the origin ‘and purpose
of the Southern Baptist Convention and the program of *
that great body. The writer, who is himself a Southern
Baptist, does not hesitate t6 be critical at those points-
wheré “he feels that a note of caution and warning is
needed. He calls for a solid stand against modernism and

" ecumenicalisnr and a renewed emphasrs upon the primacy

of the local church.

Book Two deals with the historic' Baptist concept of
the church .and is a .good survey of the question. Our
heart rejoiced as we read agam the simple seriptural

- teaching on the church which is the pillar and ground

of the truth. ' This part of the volume i especially rele-
vant and vital in the light of the Rocky Mount case in
which the court handed down a decision that could have
serious implications for Baptists. One central figure in
that court case was Dr. W. W. Barnes, Southern Baptist
-historian, who was also Dr. Milam’s teacher in church
history. Dr. Milam examinés Dr. Barnes’ testimony and
concludes - that it presents a threat to “l;he historic Bap-

. tist position. SRR

In Book Three Dr. Milam discusses Baptists and Ecu-
menicalism. He graphlcally portrays the weakering ef-
fect that inclusivism has had upon Baptists in England,

" Canada and the United States and calls for Baptlsts to be

Baptists, -

We commend this book beoawse in it Dr. Milam reveals
hlmself to be positive in his approach firm in his con-
victions, -charitable in his expression andv\fearless in his -
We look forward to, reading his
other volume, “Win Amenca Now" .and hope to review
it in- these pages. ' —L. K. TARR

. . )
;éNTI-MISS'IONARY IS ANTICHRIST
A Baptist who is not missionary to the heart'of his
being and to tlps of his fingers denies the faith and is
no Baptist at-all.” ‘Nor is he Christian. Anti:missionary
is antichrist; for the only Christ we know is the Christ

. of the gospels and he embraced the “world” in his plan

of salvation. You mutilate the gospel when you confine
it to one nation, race or hemisphere or to-the “elect” of
the earth. (Calvinism is a comforting, strengthening doc-
trine, but ultra-Calvinism is a blight. Our duty is to
invite all to salvation and leave God to do the drawing.
Spurgeon was right: “The question for me is not, are
the heathen lost without the gospel, but am I saved if
I have the gospel and fail to give it to them.”

—G. W. McDANIEL

WHAT DO YOU WORSHIP?

A man’s true worship is not the worship which he per-

. forms in the public temple, but that which -he offers
down in that little private chapel, where nobody goes but -

himself.. Worship is the attribution of supreme excel-
Iénce to, and’ the entire dependence of ‘the heart upon,
a-certain person. And the people or the things to which’
a man attributes the highest excellence, and on which he
hangs his happiness and well-being, these be his gods,
no matter what his outward profession is. You can find
out what these are for you, if you will ask yorurself and ’
honestly answer one or two questions. What is it that I
want most? What is it which makes my ideal of.happi-
ness? What is that which.I feel that I should be desper-

"ate without? What do.I think about most naturally and

spontaneously, when the spring is taken off, and my
thoughts are allowed to go as they will? And if the
answer to none of these questions is “God!” then I do
not know why you should call yourself a worshipper of

‘God’s. It is of no avail that we pray in the temple, if we

Have the dark, subterranean p1t where our true adora-
tion is rendered. o

Oh! dear brethren, I am afraid there are & great m_any
off us nominal Christians, connected with - Christian
churches, posing before men as orthodox religionists, who
keep this private chapel where we do our devotion to an
idol and not to God. If our real gods could be made vis-
ible, what a pantheon they would make! Al the foul
forms painted on ‘that underground cell would be par-
alleled in the creeping things, which crawl along the low
earth and mever soar nor even stand erect, and in the
vile, bestial forms of passion to.which some of us really
bow down. Honour, wealth, literary or other dlst;nctlon,
the sweet sanctities of human love dishonoured and pro-

“faned by being exalfed to the place which Divine love

should hold, ease, family, animal appetites, lust, drink—
these are the gods of some of us. Bear with my poor
words and ask yourselves, not whom do you worship be-
fore the eye of men, but who is the 'God to whom in your

-inmost. heart 'you bow down? What do you do in’ the

dark? That is the question. Whom do you worship there?
The other thing is not worshlp at all.
—ALEXANDER MACLAREN

Al

SINNERS 'WELCOME!

Let respectablllty hasten to its museum or to its place
of entertainment, to its gallery of art, to its haunt of
science, all.of which may be able to contribute substan-
tially to human education and human progress; but.smit-
ten folks, halt; maimed, blind, palsied, beggared, damned
—the church was built for them; and if any Pharisee is
in it, he is taking up room whlch does not belong to him,
—JOSEPH PARKER

z

CAN IT BE?

A report in a Toronto paper states that two Church of -

Scotland schools in Egypt have been confiscated because
they refused to comply with the new government direc-
tive which demands that Christian schools provide for
the teaching of the Moslem religion. The local report
adds — “U.S. Presbyterians have agreed to do it.” Can
it be that American Presbyterians will consent to teach
the Moslem religion it Christian schools?
/

-
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| FLIGHTS FROM REALITY

RELIGIOUS ESCAPISM -

HE demands and the duties of the present are seldom
pleasant to consider. 'Who has not felt oppressed

" with the insistent needs which thrust’ themselves upon us

and clamor for present .action? Do we not often yearn

“to fly away “from our- obvious obligations to live in some

pleasant, though non-existent, werld.of- imagination?
This tendency to flee.from the présent with its challenge

_and its difficulties has been called 'escapism. The person

who mdulges/m some form of.escapism can finally bring

‘himself to thé place where he lives continually in a world

created by his own imagination; when he reaches that

" point, he is no “Jonger bothered with reality for he has

escaped the surroundings and circumstances which both-

ered him. 'Oh, they are still there, but he blissfully ig-

nores them.

These general observations apply- with -equ-a]. force in
the spiritual realm for there are forms of spiritual escap-
ism that can render us useless. for present gospel service
in present surroundings. Both individuals and gospel
churches may be affected by th1s malady which can
assume various forms.

Let-us be realists! We live in the present and nof in
the past Tor the remote future; we live in Camada and
We are then respons-
ible before God for the evangelization of this land at this
time. Nothing is to be gained by employing devious
means to escape this inevitable conclusion. The ostrich
is said 'to hide iits head in the sand in order-to fool itself
into thinking that it is hidden from ‘the view of its ap-
proaching”enemy. We are now told that this old, oft-
repeated story about the habits of the ostrich ‘is not true
but it does nevertheless serve to illustrate a form of
escapism in the natural world which has a very real

_counterpart in the sp'mtual' world. We do not rid our-

selves of our divinely-given® responsxblhtles by hiding
from them or by creating some imaginary world that
exists only in our.day dreams. -

We shall be even more speclflc so that we ‘may be
understood. We are addressing ourselves in this article
to our fellow Canadian Baptists who are Baptlsts indeed.
If we are convinced of our great mission, we conceive it
to be nothing less than the evangehzatlon of this' great
dominion. Nothing short of such a program can satisfy

us! Qur present task is to establish gospel-preachmq,_

Bible-believing churches from-one end of this country to’

eagy or inviting! There are many obstacles that could
be quickly pointed out by prophets of doom but the task
still awaits us!”- The easy way out is to resort to some
escape mechanism whereby we rationalize our failures
or make them avppear as victories.or else escape to a non-
existing world of unreality. -

—

‘As we' thought of our solemn obligations in Canada,
several forms of escapism came to mind; these are an
ever-present danger to us and can lead us to. overlook
our real obligations. Before we proceed to discuss them,
let it be said that we are not dealing with some imagined
sltuatlon we cannot help but write with our own observa-

1

Need we add that this task is not particularly

7/

tions 'and- convictions in mind. - The faithfil preacher
speaks, in a great measure, with the specific needs and
problems of his people in mind; he who would truly serve
the Lord i in any capacity must also speak to specific situa-
tions in the light of the Word of ‘God. To that end we
address ouiselves to a real problem ‘that demands im-

. mediate attention if we are to fulfil our destmy as Bap-

tists in Canada.

1. The Dream of a Golden Past

When we are confronfed with the challenge of the
present and the gigantic endeavour that is ours if we

~would evangelize Canada, it is easy to fly away fron®

the present by dreaming of a golden past. Then,: instead
of addressmg ourselves to this hour, we may speak, dream
and think only of victories of days that have forever
passed beyond our-recall.

Let no one despise the past but let us not allow our
excessive veneration-of past glories blind us to the chal:
lenge of the present. The past instructs us (both by its
failures and its victories) but it can be dead weight if
it so occuples our thoughts that we are useless for current/
service.

Some Chnstlans speak and act as though the Lord
acted in days gone by in a manner that we cannot expect
to see again. It may soietimes sound as though. this
form of devotion to the past is indicative of thanksgiving
for past blessmgs but it is to be feared that it can also
be an escape mechanism whereby we are carried in our
minds out of our present surroundmgs mto a go]den
world of make-believe.

Instead of dwelling in the past let us set out, by God’s
grace, to meet the present and to prepare for the future.
It will be an infinitely harder task than that of gpiritual
day dreaming but it will furnish results that will cause
us to realize anew that our Lord is the same yes‘terday'

¢

today and forever” and that His touch has still its anclent

power.

II. The Hope of a Golden Future -

. 1Closely alhed with- the dream of a golden past, and

often accompanymg it, is the hope of some golden - fu-
ture. Both have the same result — they avoid the annoy-
ing present They enable us to escape the one tzme for
which we are reauy responsible.

By all means, let us be.optimistic and prayerful about
the future but let this never be an excuse for present
inactivity. There will be a glowing future for New
Testament churches in ‘Canada only if we lay the foinda-
tions in the present. Just ds the sure prospect of heaven
should not induce one to carelessness, so the hope of a

.bright future is an incentive to present labour and is

not a substitute for it. i i
A vague hope for the future evangelization of Canada
can be an escape mechanism. It may even be expressed
in perfectly correct language as we speak 6f what the
Lord has in store for us just around the corner. Doubt-
less He does have much for us in the future but He has
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great thlngs in store for us now 1f we would set ou“t to
_our present task.

While we thus dream of what awaits us, multitudes
of our fellow countrymen wend their way to an impend-
ing judgment. . The golden future of which we fondly
dream will not give them the gospel now.

III. The Illusion of a Larger Ministry

Let us repeat — the present need in Canada is a vig-
orous evangelistic movement which will result in the
establishment of New Testament \ch-u-rches and the salva-
tion of couTitless souls. Another way in which we may
seek ‘to escape this solemn and urgent task is to dream
of some “wider ministry” or “world-wide testimony”.
We.know of no larger ministry or more universal task
than that which the Lord has commanded — the preach-
ing of the gospel, the instruction of converts and their
organization into gospel churches. No other work takes
priority over that! /

Can “this emphasis on a “larger ministry” not be an
escape mechanism whereby we excuse our own failure on
a more restricted but also more essential level? The serip-
tural program of establishing gospel churches is second
to none other. Until Canadian Baptists demonstate that
we can evangelize our own land, we must speak softly
of any other wider muﬁstry, whatever it may be.

* %% ¥ %

Saul exercised a form of escapism on that day when

"he hid himself among the stuff. The Lord had assigned

him a task and the people’ recognized his calling but Saul
sought to escape his responsibilities. Our land today calls
for seriptural testimonies.. ‘Shall we be found in hiding
among the stuff or will we-dare to approach our task
with boldness and falth" ~ . ~

A UTTLE GIRL AND. HEAVEN

HE little girl's mother had died about eight months
ago. So her aunt informed me when I recently vis-
ited a local home in a suburban area, “Come into her

-bedroom; I ‘have something to show you.” I followed the.
‘lady into @ small, neat room where her six year old niece

and her own young daughter slept. There above the
niece’s bed was an artist’s representation of the Lord
Jesus Christ surrounded by a group of children. Al
though I do not care for those pictures which seek to

. depict the Saviour, I could not remain unmoved by the

story which the aunt proceeded to tell about this par-
ticular picture. :

‘The girl and her mother had been very close and after
the mother had died the little one was naturally de-
spondent. After some weeks she cime to her aunt, in
whose home she was staying, and said, “I want a picttire
of Jesus to hang above my bed.” The lady’s curiosity was
aroused and she asked why she had made such a request.
“Well,” she replied, “my mommy has gone to be with
Jesus and so I want te have His picture near me.” Ah,
I thought, heaven and the Saviour are very near and
real'to that little girl whereas they are often remote
from the thoughts of professmg Christians.

Did -she not have a true view of heaven? Some mlght-

long for the eternal rest that awaits them at the end
of earth’s warfare; others may await the sight of heav-
en’s wealth and splendour in contrast to their barren
existence in this world;.still others may cherish above all

else the prospect of -a' glad and eternal reunion with the -

loved ones who have departed to be with Christ. All of
these are prospects of which the Christian is assured
and so are worthy of our thought; the chief attraction of
that-abode of the blessed however, is this “We shall see
Him.”

Oh! for a more"hlld-hke trust which would cause us to
seek to become better acquainted with the One who sits
upon heaven’s throne.” That little girl may have chosen
a childish and imperfect'way in which to realize her de-
sire but- who can condemn the sentiments which moti-

vated it? Rightly or wrongly she felt that her mother

was now in heaven and hence she must bring her mind
to bear not upon her- mother primarily but upon the
Saviour in whose presence her mother now was.

'Christian, you expect, do you not, to spend eternity
with the Sav1our‘7 'Should you not seek His presence more
while here below? Can we expect to really enjoy His
presence forever if our thoughts here are occupied with

everything else? “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek

those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on
the right hand of God.” As we thus walk in His pres-
ence, heaven will not be such a drastic transition but will
rather be the enrichment and fulfilment of that which
we have experienced here below. “We shall see Him!”

Perhaps this simple story about a little girl comes to
the attention of some person who is confused about his
soul’s welfare. You may have some vague, undefined

longing for better things and may even cherish a hope

that you are bound for heaven. Your vague hope for the
future may be a positive assurance if you place your

Arust in the One who ‘has made available for us all the

riches of eternity. “For ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus ‘Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor that ye through his poverty might be
rich.” A bloodstained-cross and a crucified Saviour lifted
between earth and heaven can speak peace to your soul
for time and for eternity. At this very moment you may
pass from death unto life if“you trust the Lord Jesus,

.acknowledging that He died for your sin. Trust Him

today and heaven will be near.

In Print Again!!
FIFTY YEARS IN THE
CHURCH OF ROME
By
FATHER CHARLES M. (CHINIQUY
After' 70 years this is still one of the best .
books on the inside story of the Roman
Church. It is written by a former Canadian
priest whose character was irreproachable.
Even his superiors gave glowing testimony
of his ability and character.

"EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD
READ IT!

‘472 page, cloth bound volume. Price $§.75.

Write Now For ifour Copy
- THE GOSPEL WITNESS
180 Gerrard St. E. - Toronto 2, Ontario

This is not a pamphlet or booklet but is a ] I
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_WHY WE HAVE NOT -

| ' . " By -C. H. Spurgeon

HE Holy Ghost, by the mouth of his servant James,

has said, “Ye have not because ye ask not.” I would
~ not willingly be censorious, but crying evils demand open
rebuke. Do you not think-that this text applies to the
case of many of our churches? They have no prosperity,
their numbers do not increase, and the congregations are
small; and, as the main cause of it.all, they have scarcely
a prayer-meeting. I hear perpetually of prayer-meetings
abandoned, or, what is much the same thing, blended with
the weekly lecture. From various sources 1 gather that
in many instances the meeting for prayer is so small that
it is difficult to spin out the hour, and as the same few
persons come from time fo time, variety is out of the
question: indeed, in some places the prayer-meeting only
exigts to reveal the nakedness of the land. Now, if there
be no conversions, and no additions to such churches,
what is the reason? Is it not found here — “Ye hav.e not
because ye ask not”?

A lack of interest exists in many places 80 that the
assembly for prayer is desplsed and put down as a
second-rate affair: “only a prayer-meeting”. Is this a
right view of the throne of grace? Will this bring bless.
ing? In cerbain churches there is no union, and conse-
quently no agreement in prayer: “their heart is divided;

now shall they be found wanting;” ahd wanting they are"

in their assemblies for prayer. In such a case a feeble
prayer-meeting s an effeet as well as a cause of dis-
union, and till this is altered we may expect to see more
and more of *“the divisions of Reuben.” Prayer is a
grand cement; and lack of prayer is like withdrawing the
force of gravitation from a mass of matter, and scatter-
ing it into so many separate atoms. Some churches are

feeble all round; the members are a race of invalids, a_

body of 'infirm pensioners who can hardly hobble about
in the ways of godliness. They have no life, no energy,
or enterprise for Christ; and do you wonder at it when
their meetings for prayer are so scantily attended? In
some places where there are good, praying people the
prayer-meetings are badly attended, because certain long-
winded brethren spoil them. I know a church which is
endowed with an ‘excellent deacon, a real,godly man, but
he will pray without ceasing at every meetm\g, and I
fear he will pray the prayer-meeting down to nothing
unless he is soon taken home. The other night when he
had talked for full twenty minutes he intimated both to
heaven and earth that all~he had said was merely a pre-
face, a drawing near as he called it, and that he was then
gomg to begin. None of his friends were pleased to re-
ceive that information, for they had begun to cherish
the hope that he would soon have done. They were all
too sadly aware that now he would pray for “our own
beloved country" “from the queen upon the throne to
the peasant in the cottage,” then for Australia and all
the colenies, and then for China 'and India, starting off
afresh with kindly expressions for the young and for the
old, for the sick, for sailors, and for the Jews. As a
rule, nothing was really asked for by this most estimable
brother, but he uttered several pious remarks on all these
subjects, and many more. It.is a great pity when highly
esteemed brethren fall into the notion that they must
deliver themselves of long harangues: the better the men

™~

.comes.

“Ye havé not because ye ask not.”

the worse the evil, for then we are forced to tolerate
them. I am sorry when a good man gets the idea that
praying means telling out his experience, or giving his
theological opinions. I am told that our Salvation Army
friends strike up a tune whenever a friend becomes long
and prosy, and I have great sympathy with the practice.
It removes the responsibility of stopping the man from
the minister to the people, and by dividing the action

among many it operates like a round robin for the screen- -

ing of any one. When prayer is an-earnest asking it may
occasionally be lengthened to advantage; but the less of
mere holy gossip the better. If prayer-meetings degen-
erate into gospel gossip we cannot wonder if no blessing-
In such cases the word is true, — “Ye have not
‘because ye ask not.” '
If any believer should chance to live where the prayer.
meeting is neglected, let him now resolve to revive it.
Let us make a solemn league and covenant that -the
churches shall pray, or that it shall not be our fault if
they do not. To strengthen a prayer-meeting is as good
a work as to preach a sermon. I would have you vow
that the prayer-meeting shall mever be given up while
you live. Be like the good woman who, when it was
decided to close the prayer-meeting in a cert@m village,
declared that it should not be, for she would be there
if no one else was. ‘She was true to her word, and when
the next morning some one said to her rather jestingly,
“Did you have a prayer-meeting last night?” “Ah, that
we did,” she replied. “How many were present?”” “Four,”

she said. “Why,” said he, “I heard that you were there

all alone.” ‘No,” she said, “I was the only one visible.
but the Father was-there, and the Son was there, and
the Holy Spirit was there, and we were agreed in prayer.”
Before long others took shame to themselves at the earn-
est perseverance of a poor old woman, and soon there
was a revived prayer-meeting and a prospering church.
I have heard of a negro who was found sitting out the
time of service all alone when his coloured brethren had
grown cold and prayerless; in his case also the rest were
shamed into fresh energy. T beg you, then, to maintain
this holy ordinance even if the attendance should have
dwindled down to two or three. Surely a church, if it
be a church of Christ at all, must feel the rebuke which
would be gwen by your perseverance. Oh, never-let us
leave off praying unitedly for a blessing! Solemnly settle
it in your hearts that the fire upon the altar shall never
go out. As for me and my church, we will serve the Lord
by maintaining this sacred exercise in full vigour; and
I beseech all other believers 'to come to the same resolve,
2}1;1 if not, there will be drea'ry days’ for the church of
rist.

But now let us apply this to ou-rselves as individuals.
I wonder whether
there is a brother here who has been tugging, and toil-
ing, and struggling for years after a certain thing which
seems further off than ever; and does the reason of his
failure lie in the fact that he has never prayed about
it? Do you wonder, dear brother, that you have not when
you do not ask? With one hundredth part of your present
trouble you may obtain the desired boon if you seek it
at the Lord’s hands. T mean even as to temporal thmgs\

N\
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it is our duty 'to work for our daily bread, and to earn
what- is necessary for this life; but do recollect that
everythinig about a Christian should be a matter ~of

. brayer, because everythmg about a child that ought to_,

be the child’s business is his Father’s business. If a
child¢ should have a perfect father, that father. would be

"interested to hear about the child’s play as well-as about

the child’s suffering. He would take an interest in his

* boy’s lesson-books at school, and cheer hilp in reference

to the little trials of his play-hours, for that which may

- be very,’ little to a stranger, may-be great to a father who

measures things by his love to his child. Though a matter
might be little to the father, corisidering him as a man
alone, yet since it is great to the child, and the father
puts himself into the child’s place, his sympathy makes
insignificance important. I.have heard of a great king

"who was one day waited upon by an ambassador, who

found him upon all fours upon the floor, making himself
into a horse for his little son. He said to the ambassador,

“Sir, are you a father?” “Yes, your majesty; I am.” -~

“Then,” said he, “I will finish my game with my boy, for
you will understand me.” So he-went on round and round
the room till the little one had ‘enjoyed his full share of -
romp, and then his majesty turned fo the ambassador, and
said, “Now I am ready to attend to the affairs of state.”
I-honour the king for thus showing that he was a man
who had a father’s heart. So our heavenly Father takes
an interest in the trifles which concern his children, if
they are such as ought %o concern them; and therefore
you need never fear to tell everything To your God. Little
things are often more troublesome than great things.
If a tiny splinter of wood gets into your finger, it may
be more serious than a heavy blow, and even so a minor
sorrow may work us grievous ill.

Take your daily troubles, wants longings, asplratlons,
and endeavours to the Lord; for .if they are such as are
right and true, they should be laid at his feet. “In every-
thing by prayef and supplication with_thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God.” Do you not

" -think that many desires of your heart and many domestic _

troubles may continue — the desires to be unfulfilled and
the troubles to be unremoved — becausé they have not

_‘been made the subject of prayer? “Ye have not because

Ye ask not.” May not that be the case with many a mer:
chant, student, mother, or worker? Success .in'life, com-
fort, employment, health, friends may in some cases be
found by askmg, and mlsse'd by neglect of prayer. .

Certamly, ‘with fregard to spiritual thmgs this ‘must
often be so. A brother has heard of ‘the high joys of

4God’s “saints, and of the lofty places to which they have
- attained, so that they pass through life as if their feet

trod lightly on the mountain tops. "He sighs, “I wish T had
their faith.” How many times has that brother said.the
same! Let me speak to him. Have you ever sought .this.
faith of 'the Lord? If you had once prayed for it, it
might have been better than wishing for it a thousand
times: peradventure strength of faith and elasticity of
step have been denied. you because you have not yet

" asked for them. May there not be a hundred other boons,

which you have missed because you have never asked for
them? You have envied others who had' them, you have’
picked holes in their characters in consequence, and you
‘have complained of the Lord for withholding them, and
all the while the secret of your spiritual poverty has been
this fact — “Ye have not because ye ask not.”

'Sometimes you will not ask because the thing is too

-have nothing to do.’
Dialogues, proposes the composutlon of a form of prayer -
to be offered by a young lady before going to the theatre,
and, another to be sai@ when she returns from a dance. -

B ~
.

little, sometimes because it is too great, and oftener still -
because it 'does not occur to you to ask for it. Is there.

anything about whichMa Christiah ought not to pray?
Then be sure of this, it is 4 matter with which he should
Mr. Rowland Hill, in his Village

“There," cries one, “T call’ that mere hypocrisy. Who
ever heard of pray'mg in. connection with such matters?
It is preposterous.” Just so0, and thus it is clear that

‘these things are not for Christians, for they must.do -
‘nothing which they cannot pray. about, and it. was to

exhibit - the incongruity of such actions that Mr. .Hill
wrote as he did. A beloved brother said the other night,
and I heartlly agree with h1m that we ought not to pray
anything that we could not suppose our Lord Jesus Christ
praying. ‘Now, what right has anybody to use my name

in favour of that which he knows I should not approve -

of 7" This may test your prayers. If there is. anythlng
that Jesus would not pray for, do not dream of praying

- for it; but. humble yourself for being guilty of a desire

which would be contrary to his pure and holy mind. This
rule will be an excellent g‘unie to you, for as you may
only ask for that which Jesus would endorse, so you may
only seek in your daily life that which Jesus would sup:
port you in seeking. -Pray over everything, and that

which you dare not pray over do not touch. You are pro-

posing a new-course in business: well, go. and pray over

it. Are you going to issue bills announcing. “an dlarm- -

ing sacrifice” of your goods? ‘Can you pray over them"
You say that you will sell off “under cost price”; is it

_true-that you hope.to get a profit on all that you sell?

Then how can you ask ‘the ‘God of truth to prosper your
sales? This simple rule, if fully followed, would work a

revolution in-trade; and truly it should be followed by,

all who call themselves Christians. - Even in commerce
men have not because they ask not: they think cheating
to be a surer way of profit than praymg Hence evil

practices arise, and at length become so.usual that they

lose their efficacy, and every'body allo'ws discount for
them. 'Should not godly men in every case set their faces

against dishonest customs? “Yes,” says one, “but they.

would be great losers.” That might be, d@nd yet the Lord
is able to make it up to them in a thoiusand ways if they

tried the power of prayer. In questions of business com- -
plication, where there is a will to do right there is sure.

to be a way, and if you have not found out such a way
I must again quote the text, “Ye have not because ye
ask not.” . . 7

It may be that many a sp1r1tual thmg for which you

-may pray without doubt has never bedome yours simply

because you have never. asked for it. Is not that a pity?
What! Nothmg to pay; the . priceless ‘tfeasure a free

grant, and yet. T have it. not-because.I do not ask for it! -
_This is such a folly as we do not sée in common life. Few

people miss an alms for want of asking. Our poor neigh-

bours-are generally fast enough in begging. Poor frozen-

out gardeners are out in-the streets pouring out their

complamt long before the ponds will-bear a mouse. Few, '

need to e encouraged to apply for charity, and yeét while

spiritual gifts are to be had for-the asking many have'

not because they ask not. Open your mouth wide, brother,

and ask for a great deal. Begin asking in real earnest‘

and never-let it be said that your sp1r1tual poverty is
your own fault.

i

July 19,1956 _




'-

P

A}

July 19, 1956

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE - )

(221) 13

If it is ever true of us, “ye have not because ye ask

not,” what doés it mean? It means that there are need-
ful spiritual blessings which you do not desire with all

your heart. In what a. wrong condition your heart must
be! When a person has no appetite for. wholesome food

it is a sign of dusease and if you have no appetite for

divine gr{ce you must be sick-in soul. Healthy chlldren
have large appetites, and God’s childreri when they aré

healthy hunger and thirst after righteousness. Why is.

it we 'do not desire these precious things? Very often it
is “because we do not feel our need of them; and what a
proud ignorance that is' which does not know its need!
If you were to look at yourself, brother, though you think
yourself rich and increased with goods, and needing noth-
ing, you, would -see that ‘you are naked, and poor, and
mjserable. What a sad thing it is that you should miss
priceless blessings because you fondly fancy that you
already possess them! Or, perhaps, you know your need,
and are anxious to be supplied, and" yet you do not ask
because you have no faith in God upon the matter. How
long have you known the Lord? Have you known him a
year? Is not this long- enough to have gained confidence?
There are many persens whom you would rely upon at
once, and hundreds whom you could trust with untold
gold after having known them for a few hours. Cannot
you thus trust God? How is it ‘that ‘you dare to doubt
him? What a sin ‘it must be to distrust one‘so faithful
and true! SN
Or else it may be that you do not doubt either Gdd’

ability 6F willingness- to help you, but .you. have grown

: -rusty in the knee; I mean out of order as to prayer.

It is a very great evil .when this is the case. When I

.have pains in my wrist, or in my foot 1 have some hope

of speedy recovery, but I am always - despondent when
the weakness is in the knee; then it is a very serious
busmess ‘O ‘brethren, well doth the Seripture say, “Con-
Firm thecfeeble knees.” If we are not at home in prayer
everything is out of -order. He who goes often to a
room knows how to gain admittance, but a stranger loses
himself in the passages. Familiarity with- the mercy-seat
is a great point in the education of a child of God; be

. sure that you gain it.

Beloved, let' us wrestle in prayer; for untold blessings

- are to be had for the asking. As a church we have been

your 1mportumty

Specially favoured; but we have not exhausted the possi-

bilities of prosperity, or the resources of heavenly power.
There is a future for us if we pray. Greater things than
these lie behind that curtain: no hand can.unveil them
but the hand of prayer. The singular blessings which

-have rested upon us in the past-call upon us to pray;

the marked prosperity and unity of the present ipvite us
to pray; and the hopes of the ‘future encourage us to

_pray.. Behold the Lord says to you, “Ask, and ye shall

receive.,” Brothers, sisters, slack not your a,skmg, but
for the love of souls multiply your petlflons, and mcrease

.
———

GOD’S USE OF MEANS

That maniac nonsense about ‘God doing his own work
and our sitting still and doing nothing, ought to have

"

_been buried lo/ng ago. I'know not how to characterize it:

it has done us immense damage. We know that God
has accomplished his own work; but he always has work-

“ed and always will work with means.

i .—C. H.”SPURGEON

~

MORE BLASPHEMY FROM ROME

T IS well_knownr'-that the Church. of. Rome encourages
A .the worship of the Virgin Mary. Many are probably
unaware of the fact that the Church also encoiirages de-
votions to “St. Joseph”, the foster father .of the Lord
Jesus. A reader of THE GOSPEL WITNESS recently sent
nus a copy of a letter which has been sent out by the
Monastery of 'the Precious Blood in St. Paul, Alberta.
It is almost inconceivable that men should so distort the
plain teaching of Scripture. We print the letter below :—
“Q Saint Joseph! How great is your glory i in Heaven! ’
You surpass all the Saints in glory and in beatitude!”

, Monastery of the Precious Blood,
| Saint Paul, Alta., 1956.
Dear good Friends of Saint J oseph . =~

More than in past years, it is a joy to- invife you to
join us in our big Novena P our holy ‘Patron, SAINT
JOSEPH, which Novena will take place from March 10th
to the 19th How many reasons we have to show him
our love and gratitude. The Year of Saujrt Joseph "has
made.us know and love him better. How -good he has,
been to each one of us! How many graces received! Dur-
ing th's Novena, let us pronounce his name often. A pious
author says: “When the name of Saint Joseph -is heard
in heaven. all the angels and all the elect turn graciously
towards him ‘to congratulate him on his glory!”- Let
us join this celestial concert in order to glorify him
whom Jesus Himself has so greatly honorel here below

and whom He glorifies much more now in His Heavenly '

Kingdom.

Our Novena w1ll consist again this year of nine days -

of Masses heard and ‘communions received, in honor of

our holy Protector and for your own spec1a1 intentions.

On the 19th, the Community Mass will be said, in your

‘name and our own, to congratulate Saint Joseph on the- -
favors received by him from: the divine source of the

Blood of-Jesus.

A pious artist has represented Saint Joseph as s1tt1ng .

on a throne of clouds with the Infant Jesus on his knees.

A crowd of persons, kneeling on earth, lift their hands -

toward him-and present him their peﬁitions. ‘Saint Joseph
receives them, one by one, shows them to the Divine In-
fant and takes His Hand to ‘make Him-sign them, just
as a father who commands His son. — Such is indeed
the role and the credit enjoyed by the holy Patriarch;
he commands and ‘always. Jesus obeys. Saint Joseph.
never wearies of hearing his children and coming to their
help. Let this encourage you to fill out your intention
slip and send it to us. These slips will' be placed close
to the tabernacle and’ .".r. quickly signed by Jesus, you
may be sure.

In the love and veneration of our well-loved Saints
Joseph we remain,

Gratefully and-devotedly yours,
The Sisters Adorers of the Precious Blood.

- P.8.—The construction of our cloister wall has béen de-

cided upon, and the work will begin as soon as

possible. We have not yet the necessary funds, but .

Saint Joseph, our heavenly Provider, has never
failed us. We'beg him in prayer to render you able
to continue helping us. The least offering will be
welcome. Rest assured, dear Friends and Bene-
factors of our Work, that the present little Com-
munity and the future generations separated from
the world so as to be closer to 'God, will never
forget you. .
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"A PRISONER'S TESTIMONY

OME months ago Pastor Edmond Itty from the French

-island of Martinique visited Toronto and brought

a few words of greeting to the Jarvis Street congrega-

tion. As he spoke of gospel work on that island, he men-

tlonedv his labours among the prisoners at Fort ds France.

The accounts which he gave were thrilling and we asked
him to send us some of the testimonies of these men.

In speaking about the work in Martinique Mr. Itty
writes:

“Martinique is a French Department situated in'the
West Indies in the Caribbean Sea near Central America.
This little country has been under French rule for about
300 years, after having been discovered by Christopher
Columbus in 1502. The population is Roman Catholic by
virtue of practices alreadyewell known; several drops of
water on the head and a magic formula and all became
‘Christians’! Therefore, one could compare the religious
situation in Martinique to that of French Canada with

© its fanaticism, superstition, and devotion to the clergy.

“Almost two years ago a work was begun in the prison
in Fort de France where about forty men, mostly young
ones, come to our meetings. There-are now many_truly
converted ones among them, of whom some were-the most
dangh‘ous eriminals in the island. But the Gospel has
transformed them marvellously, and in such a way that
the admnistration and the guards readily admit that
something has really taken place in these prisoners. To-

day they sing the beautiful Gospel hymns with all their -

-hearts. They study the Bible and grow in the knowledge
of ‘God in order to give testimony of their conversion to
their families. Here is, then, better than an explanation,
a personal story of the conversion of one of the -pirisoners:

- A Testimony From a Prisoner
“It is in Christ that I come today, after meeting Him
face to-face, and witness to my conversion before you.
Born and 'baptlzed Roman Catholic, I am now 87 years

. of age. I believed in the Catholic church so much before~

my conversion that I would have given every drop of my
blood to advance the church, and I would have given my
life a thousand times over to further its power and its
dignity. But, alas, how I was mistaken.

* “I was 37 years of age when I read the Bible with
great joy, and my heart was Tilled with the 'beauty of the
words of 'God about justification by%aith in Jesus Christ.
We are all sinners, my brethren, and Jesus has come to
save us. Even the most religious, as Nicodemus, are
ignorant of this new birth and its necessity. Jesus said,
‘Verily, verily I declare that if a man is not born again,
he shall not enter the kingdom of God.’ ‘He that be-
lieves and is baptized is saved; but he that believes-not
is condemned.’

“My brethren, I have definitely left the roa'dv of the sin.-
ner and I have set in order my life, pardoned my enemies,
because ‘God has also pardoned my faults. I follow now:
the words of Jesus and I practice His words. The Bible”

~ says, “be baptized and you will receive the Holy Spirit.”

I am -preparing today to accomplish these things. The
Bible is now the source of my life, the light which lights
my soul, and this light will never go out. N

“God be praised’ that He saved me before it was too
late. It is by this dear and Holy Bibie and by the good-
ness of 'God that I am able foday to give this testimony
with joy that is unspeakable in my heart, and to be among

[ ’
you redeemed, converted, having received the light and
am drinking at the pure fountain of the truth of the
water of life. When a prisoner asked me to read to him
the Bible it seemed {o me that God was far away from
me, but He was very near and knocked at the door of
my keart. On opening the Bible I recognized the great

‘mystery of God. Yes, my brethren, Jesus Christ has
.saved me and all His works are perfect. I am saved by

the blood of the Lamb, I am delivered from the chains of
slavery to sin, and by the resurrection of the ‘Saviour I-
have an inheritanee in the life eternal. I am now along-
gide 'the source of life and His light lightens my soul.

“I am not saved by the prayers of the saints, nor by
indiul-gences, nor by the confessional, nor by Mary. Jesus
Christ is my Saviour and He “is my joy, my peace, and
I know the angels in heaven reJmce because of the salva-
tion of my soul.” e

(Testlmony given in the pnson, February’ 1956).
Prayer:
Ch, beloved Jesus you have saved me, I know, by your

-grace. I implore you to live always in my heart, to give

me power and strength, to guide me in the rough way,
and be ‘the light of my life, to give me the grace to hve
with you now and in eternity. ;

" 10h, God, I do not want(to be alone, as the only one
saved, but 1mplore you to save my parents, my friends,
and my enemies. 'Giye them a new heart and the ability
to.recognize the road to truth. Give thy help to our
pastors to lead other souls £o the Lord.

]o/l. %unqm, ﬁeade)ux.

' SAM, THE HOUSE BOY

Sam was a Httle native African boy who had fled for
his life when two neighbouring tribes were fighting
furiously. ‘Sam, along- with a number of other children.
and a few widows, reached another village ands were .
given shelter and food at the missijon compound there.

Missionary King was in charge of the mission station.,
He was in need of a boy to run errands and do many
chores around the compound. Out of the group of boys
who had fled from the nearby village, he chose Sam to be .
the errand boy because he was husky and quick to learn.

After Missionary King had chosen an errand boy one
of the older boys came to him and ‘said, “I am sorry you
chose Sam-to help you. He is not honest He takes most
everything he can lay his hands on.’

At first Missionary King thought that perhaps this
was just a jealous act on the part of the older boy because
he had not been chosen as houseboy, but, when another
came with 'the same néews and even.-the women warned
him, the missionary began to wonder if he had been too
hasty in selecting Sam.

He was fond of thé native boy and-decided that surely
something could be done to correct Sam’s dishonesty. “I
shall watch him closely. I think he will get over being
dishonest,” was all that he said to those who told him
about Sam’s bad fault.

As time went by small possessions of the missionary’s
began to disappear, and then things of greater value.

s

"He was sure it was 'Sam who was taking the things, for

he was the only native that came inside the missionary’s
hvmg quarters
The mission serv1ces and Bible lessons had not seemed
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to have.reached Sam’s heart, in fact, he had not shown
any interest in the mgetings as the others had. One day
the missionary called Sam aside alone. “Sam,” he con-

v fided, “I have a great problem on ,my hands and I want -

you to help me. Are you willing ?” . .

“Yes, Sir,” answered Sam, proud that he was being
called upon for some special duty.

“For several weeks things have been missing around
my living quarters. I have no idea where they are. Some-
one must have taken them. I would“like you to try and
find out for me who has taken them and get them back

if you possibly can.| Taking things that do not belong.

to you, is stealing and stealing is very,wicked and dis-
pleasing to God.” - _
Sam’s black €yes never wavered from the. face of the

missionary as he spoke. “I sure will find out all about

them and get them back, Sir,” replied the boy.

The next day Sam came to Missionary King with one
of the missing articles. ‘“Here, I have found one, but
I have not found out who took it.” Then he asked, “Is
God angry with people who take things?” -

* “Very angry. He will punish all such wickedness if
"a person does not ask forgiveness,” explained Missionary
Kijng. .

. Another article was brought back the next -day and
Sam’s story was: “I have found another of your stolen

possessions, but I have not found who stole it.” After a

moment’s hesitation, he.inquired, “How does a person
get forgiveness?”

“Sam, to be forgiven you must really be sorry for all

your sins and ask God to forgive you and save you from
sin through the Saviour Jesus Christ who died on the
Cross to pay the penalty of our'sin.”

Missionary King opened his Bible and after turning

1 to Isaiah 55:7, read it to Sam slowly: “Let the wicked -

forsake his way, and the unrighteous -man his thoughts
and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy
upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

Missionary King found another verse and read it.
This was from Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is
death: but the gift of 'God is.eternal life thréugh Jesus
Christ our Lord.”

“Thanks,” was all that Sam said and then went away
thoughtfully. ) .

The day following, Sam-came with an armload of things
the missionary had been missing. When Missionary King
looked them over he saw that all the articles had been

returned. “You are a smart boy to find all the stolen"

things and bring them back, Sam, but did you find out
who took them?”
Sam hesitated a moment then replied, “That s what
I want to tell you about, Sir, I am the one -who stole
the things. =1 intended selling them. I am very sorry,
‘Sir, and want forgiveness and I want to accept the
Saviour that you preach about.” . . )
“You make me very happy, Sam,” said Missionary
King. i i
4 .They both kne]t down besjde the chair and there Sam

accepted Christ as his Saviour and God forgave him all

his sins. Sam became a new boy in Christ Jesus.
Everybody in the compound noticed the great change
in Sam. He went about singing choruses that the mis-
sionary had taught them. He was Johnny-on-the-spot at
every service and Bible class and he was interested in
them, too. You see, Sam felt that God wanted him to

study and prepare himself to be a native missionary to
his own people in dark Africa who needed forgiving and
saving just like Sam had. .

- —The Evangelical Christian

Bihle Sl;hunl"l'.éssun Dutline

Vol. 20 Third Quarter Lesson 5-  July 29, 1956

\

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

Lesson Text: Isaiah 35.

Golden Text: “And an highway shall be thére, and a way,
and it shall be called The way of holiness.”—Isaiah 35:8.
I. The State of Jo;; and Glory: verses 1, 2. \
Part I of the Prophecy of Isaiah (chapters 1-89) contains
his general discourses (1-5), an account of his commission

(6), warnings against Israel’s alliance with Assyria (7-9),
judgment upon Assyria and other nations (10-27),,warnings
against Egypt '(28-23) and the prophecy again Idumea,/cited
as an example of the Lord’s righteous dealings (34, 35).
The remaining chapters of Part 1 (36-39) are largely his-
torical, - ,

This prophecy of Isaiah (chapters 34, 35) follows the gen-
eral pattern of the Lord’s disclosure of Himself to His.people.
The children-of Israel were prone to follow their own devices, -
looking to their powerful neighbours for aid when oppressed
by their foes. But they soon discovered that wvain is the
help of man,. In answer to the cry of the faithful remnant,
God intervened, judged their enemies and brought His people
forth from bondage. The joy of deliverance was theirs. . -

As is the case with many of -the prophecies, the exact
application: of this one is not given. It may be that there
is to'be 4 double or triple fulfilment, a partial and an ultimate
fulfilment. There are those who confine the message to
the return of the Jews to the literalland of Israel at the
end of the captivity or at some future time, but the language
of the two chapters is clearly metaphorical, and while in the
Lord’s Providence the prophecy may have a more local ap-
plication, one can see portrayed the blessed future state of
the redeemed, when delivered completely from sin. . :

A wilderness is a dry, desolate place and the desert is
barren ground. But when the curse is removed, parched land
will have springs of water and the desert will become flour-
ishing and productive. ‘Surely - this metaphor suggests the
revival which comes to the hearts- of God’s people when sin
has been judged and removed (Hos, 14:7?. Refreshment, joy
(Isa. 556:12) and spiritual prosperity follow (Isa. 32:15, 16).
The strong stately cedars of Lebanon (Isa. 10:34), the majes-
tic grandeur of Mount Carmel nad the wondrous fertility of
Sharon (Song of Sol. 2:1, Isa. 65:10) are cited as being illus-
trative of the glory given by the Lord to His own (Isa. 40:5).
This glory proceeds only from Him; it is bestowed upon
others that they may in turn lgivelit back to their Lord
and Creator (Isa. 42:5-8). : \

II. The Way of Qoliness and Glory: verses 3-10.

Encouragement niay.be given to those who are weak -(Heb.
12:12), for the promise of ultimate victory over their foes
is definite and dbiding. The Lord 'Himself will be their
Avenger (Lev. 19:18; Isa, 84:8; 63:4; Rom. 12:19); He will
come ‘to their aid when they are smitten by the foe (Isa.
40:10).

When the Lord comes to deliver His saints, He will open
their eyes to see His truth (Psa. 146:8; Isa. 29:18) and unstop
their deaf ears that they may hear Him speak (Isa. 32:3).
Those spiritually lame will have power to leap, and those
who could not speak: His praises will have both the desire
and the ability to worship Him. When the Lord Jesus Christ
came to the earth, He opened the eyes of the .blind in a
literal sense (John 9:6, 7), He unstopped deaf ears (Mark
7:32-35), cured the lame (Matt. 11:15; 15:30) and loosed the
tongues of theidumb (Matt. 9:32, 33; 12:22). These miracles
are typical of the future restoration of the spiritual powers
of the redeemed (Isa. 32:4; 61:1, 2).

Travelers in the desert are frequently perplexed and dis-
tressed by m-irgges, the deceptive, illusive appearances of

-
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clear lakes caused by the sun's rays being refracted .on the
sand. But the refreshment of soul in' the future Tand .of
bliss will be real and everlasting; the perennial springs of -

’?tggn?%ls )l.ife ~w-i'11 never fafl (Isa. 41:18; 43:19,” 20; John 32 |NTEREST-PACKED pAGES

Those pilgrims who would pass from the wilderness of
ihiis earth to the lund of fadeless day must trayerse the ) . .
highway provided for them, It is the holy way, the way ' OF
of .holiness; no leper, no unclean sinful one will have access

to that heavenly road (Isa. 52:1; Joel 3:17). It is the narrow : : -
way (Matt. 7:18-27), reserved for tlose, whose sins have . READING FOR pROSPECTIVE
been pardoned -and removed (Rev. 21:27; 22:14, 15), It is Dbl .
;‘ﬁhe way of t‘l;le -I:gy 'Oél(ia"f; the Ilf{oéynt Ogg Bhal'l b;: witéh - . . s
them, leading the redeemed from the City estruction to ! |
Zion, the city of God (Isa. 52:11; Heb. 2:6-15). One need PASTORS AND R CHR|ST|AN
not be a philosopher or scholar to tread that prepared path, . . ) .
even simple ones need not miss the way (Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor. < ..
1:26-31). . The Lord Himself is the way (John 14:6) and He WORKERS- - >
will be with them. Whosoever will, may come. . . -
Walking on a road through a wilderness may be dangerous. \ '
because of wild animals, but they who procéed along the
pathway to life eternal will be safe, protected and preserved
by the power of the Lord (John 10:28, 29). - -
Just as the ‘children of Israel, delivered from their cap= !
tivity in Babylon, returned to their land in joy, so shall the
ransomed of the Lord return in unspeakable bliss to that

'Tl.1e

heavenly Zion, the New Jerusalem (Psa. 126:2; Rev. 7 :17). : ' - -

_They shall dwell forever with the Lord in the land where
tléere is no sorrow, no night and no death (Rev. 21:1-4; ! NEW PRQSPECTUS
22:1-5). o } - . AR

.. ' - Daily Bible Readings o . . .

"July 23—Peace in the Land of God .......ccooveiiini, : 5 Of , . -
July .24—The Redeemed Shall Refturn for N

:}u%y gt%%y.igl the giity of Zion -........ .. Isa. 61—51:17-%2 T |' B - t.. 'l' S . )
uly ‘Revival in Zion ......... DTSRI 08, L

© July'27—The Narrow Way ... Matt. 7:18-27 oron Q a.p IS . emlna"_'y
* July' 28—The River of Water of Life ...................... Rev. 22:1-5 . )

July 29—The Holy City .....cooovvviriiisensersennenccinicnninns ‘Rev, 21:1-8 .
. Suggesteéd Hymns" ‘
When He cometh.

It's yours for the asking!

-Blest are the gure in heart. o . ENAAD
_ ‘Who, who -a.re%lese 7 - : - .
gﬁth li'arpﬁ and (\;vfxb}}\l vials, . 5 : T 4
- orious things of thee are spoken. . . A
. The whole W(ﬁ.ld was lost. P , _ e Comprehensive outline and description of each
: ’ ree, ’ ~ o
L HIS COMING | e .
- R o . [ N
. He w111- not come, O careless world, to be slighted and e Detnils about several important new subjects
neglected-by you any more. Yet that company. wanted " 40 be offered :

not its glory. If the heavenly host, for the celebration’ .

of his nativity, must praise God, with what shoutings ) s ' s, .

will angels and saints at that @y proclaim glory to God, o Announcement of new Christian Education

peace and goodwill towards men? If a star must lead Course for ladies.

men from remoté parts. of the world to come to worship - : ) :

_ a child in a manger, how will the glory of his next ap- e Pictures of faculty members.
pearing constrain all the world to .acknowledge his sov- - : '

. -ereignty? If,-riding on an ass, He enter Jerusalem with 0"'Compléte Seminary doctrinal statemient.
hosannas, with what peace and glory will- He come to- . ” <
wards-the Néw Jerusalem ? If, when He was in the form |, _ ) _ L
of a servant, they-cry out, “What manner of man is this, | “""eeees seees: ,
that even the winds and the sea obey Him?” what will | .'Pros‘peﬂt‘ivé .dﬁudendts are :nw‘ted to send for

they say when they shall see Him coming in his glory, - )
and the heavens and the earth obey Him? free prospectus today. If you know of some -

: S —RICHARD BAXTER. - | young people who feel called to the work of the’
: Co ) Lord, send us the names and addresses and we
will forward the ypms‘pecrtus. ' : S

v

A\

TAKE IT TO THE LORD! -~
Cast your troubles where you have cast your sins; you
have cast your sins into the depth of the sea, there cast

-

< \ v

your troubles also. Never keep a trouble half an hour on ,' Address all -requests to:
" your own mind before you tell it to ‘God. As soon as the - : )
trouble comes, quick, the first thing, tell it. to. your - ' THE RECISTRAR,

"-father. Remember, that the longer you take telling your
trouble to God, the more your peace will be impaired.
The longer the frost lasts, the more likely, the ponds will

__be. frozen. . “~C. H. SPURGEON .

g " Toronto Baptist Sém!hnry, .
337 Jarvis St.,, Toronto 2, Ontario
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