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THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 

lEbt Jarbis. i;)tred Julpit 
. " 

A.-Moral P.lague,. 
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

. . 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Chu~. Toronto, Sunday Morning, October 26th, 1930 

. (Stenogr8!phically Reported) 

'~And the men rose up from thence, a:nd' looked ItowSll'd Sodom: and Abraham went 
with them to bl"in!g them on the way. 

"And the Lo.td said. Shalll I hide from A1braham that thing which I do; 
. "Seeing tha.t Abraham shallil sur~y become a Igreat and' mighty natjon, and a;ll 
the nations of the earth shall be ble·ssed in him 1· 

"For I knOlW Mm, that he "'JiU· command his children and' his household after him: 
_ and Itbey shalll ·keep. <the 'Way of the, Lo.td, to d'O' justice and judlgment; that the Lo.rd 
may bring upon Abraham that wihich-he hath spoken- O!f Mm. . 

"And the Lord: said, Because the cry of 'Sodom and Gomorrah is great, ,and because 
their sin is ve!'ly grievous; 

"'I wiB ·go down ll'OW, and see -.whether they have done ailtogether aecotding. to 
the cry O!f it, which is come1lJ!.to me; and if ndt, r /WiIH know. _.. . 

"'And the men turned their faces tfrom ·thence, and went toward Sodom: but 
Abraha.m stood yet belf'Ore -IDle Lord." Gen. 18:16-22. . 
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Prayer by Dr. T. I. Stockley 
o God, our heavenly Father, ·we· gather now in the Dame 

Of our Lord Jesus, 8Illd lYe raise to Thee our song of grate
ful thanksgiving) for all Thy loving-kindness to us. Thy 
merciFs have been great indeed, and COUlll:tiess as the sands 
upon the sea shore. We lift to· Thee, therefore, this morning 
our hearts in praise· and. worship. We draw near with grati
tude and thankfulness, because of all Thy mercies, and espe
cially because of Thyself IWhom Thou hast revealed in the 
Person' of Jesus Christ our ISaviour, and given us the joy 
of knowing an intimate and glad fellowship with· Him. 

And those in middle life, finding the burden of life heavy 
upon titem, - family burdens, business caTes, - help them 
to learn to cast even tbose burdep.s ·also upon them. And as 

We come ,this moming confessing our sins; and we pray 
for the application .of the precious blood of Jesus to every 
sin stained soul. Mayall be washed away by the ·precious 
blood of the Lord Jesus. Restore us now into tme fellowship 
with Thyself. Bring back to us again the joy of Thy great 
salvation, if in any degree. we have lost it iIn, thought, or 
word~ or deed. If we have w8llldered from Thee, 0 Lord, 
restore us to·Thys'elf. Give to all gathered here the joy of 
glad conscious fellowship witb the Most Holy, the Most 
,.,oving. ' 

. they have laid their sins at Thy feet, ob, may they lay their 
cares, and their sorrows there, and know the comfort and . 
rest of heart which Thou \dost.love to give to those who tmst 
in ·Thee. 

So bless tlris whole assembly this morning in all its varied 
needs. Remember those who are unable to be with us, the 
sick, the aged, those who are unable to come to Thy house. 
Refresh them with Tlty Word this morning. Let some 
gracious promise ·be broug'ht to their memory, and some new 
revelation of Thyself to make their !hearts rejoice. Make 
their home to be the very house of God, and make them to 
realize how wonderfully tme Thy word is. 

Bless richly Thy dear servant. this morning as he brings 
Thy message to us. May he find· great joy lin bringing that 
message to Thy people, and may all here be richly blessed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, Amen. . 

Do Thou hear us as we open our hearts now, ··and seek again 
-'Thy' "largest benedictiOill. to rest upon us. Thou seest this I 

congregation gathered in Thy presence. It is impossible for· 
us to name the needs, ~f all the people gathered here, but we 
rejoice that Thou knowest every heart. and every life.· Do 
Thou in Thy great bounty enrich ·every souL Oh; that every 
one of us now' may be gathered very close to Thee, to seek 
Thy face, and to receive a blessing! 

Y·· OU win reme~ber that three ~en appear to Abraham 
in the beginning eff Genesis, chapter eighteen; "He 

lifted up his eyes and loo'ked, and, 10, three men stood -by 
him." Then in the twenty-second verse ".the .men turned 
the"ir faces from thence, and went toward' Sodom: but 
Aibraham stood yet before the !Jord." And again in the 
nineteenth chapter, "There ca.me ~wo angels to Sodom 
at even"; the third was engaged in converse with Abra-

We' pray Thy largest blessing to rest upon \ the ·Iarge com
pany of young people here. ·May the·, boys and girls. who 
.h'ave just .begwn to pray, grow in their desire for Thyself, and 
in their longing for the highest and noblest things. May 
they trust 'rhee. now simply, whole-heartedly, in their homes, 
in school, amongst their playmates, wherever th'eY are. May· 
many boys wnd girls be the means of leading others to the 
Saviour.. and become burning and shining lights to· iBll 
around them! . 

And the young men and young women who are facing great 
temptations, gird thelD! with Thy strength, 0 Lord. May they 

- put on the whole panoply of God, be clothed with divine 
armour that they may resist every approach ·of the enemy; 
and rejoice. continually in Thy victory over sin's ~mptation 
of every kind. May their lives increase in richness_ .May 
they in all their actions be Christlike, 'and noble, and ex
amples to m·8IllY, illnd be_ the means of winning many to the 
Saviour. . 

ham.· . 

The New Testament refers several times to the de
stru·ction of Sodom and Gomorrah. "'Our Lord makes a 
comparison ·between conditions which -then obtai·ned, and 
conditions which will oibta'in at His coming~ The Apostle 
Peter ,refers to it, saying that these cities of the plain 
were set forth as· examples, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire. 

(<\:braham on this oCcasion entertained:· th~ee· strangers, 
and thereby entertained angeis unaware. One of the three 
was undoubtedly an Olq Testament appearance of our 
Lord, to Whom Abraham prayed, when it was ,given to 
him to discern that One of the three was indeed' the 
Angel·of the Covenant. 
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The Lord 'soIiloquis~s as Abraham goes on h1S way 
accompanying them for a short di.stan·ce toward Sod'om; 
and He asks the question, "Shall 'I hide from Abraham 
that-thing which I.do?" as thOugh He said', "Shall I take 
Abraham into My confidence?' Shl!-ll I commit My secret 
to him? 'Shall I inform him of My purposes?" He. ob
viously answers tHe question in the affirma.tive, and He 
makes a certain communicati'on to Ahraham, - a special 
revelation of His 'purpose respecting. the citi~s of the 
plain. Inl Hi-s whple Word, God comes to us witl), the same 
revelation; and it is a· revelation concerp.ing the nature 
and consequence of sin .. ... 

I ... 
WHAT IS SIN? WHl you speCify particu1ar sins'? What 

if you do? What have all sins in common? What is the 
essential element.in the thing that makeS' it what it is? 
Now i' am persuaded that much of the light -thin'king of 
the day is the result of a failure properly to apprehend 
the .consequences of this dread'ful thing which the Bible 
cans s.in: If ~e properly' understood what ~in is, what 
its nature is, how far-reaching it is, we shouldr be able 
more easily to understand the necessity for the atone-. 
ment, - for such an atonement as was effected by the 
death of our ·Lord Jesus Christ. Is sin a thing of the 

. , hand, o.r of the fo'ot, or of the tongue, or' of the mind? 
..... Is it local? Can it be confined to one place? Will the sin 
of Sodom stay in iSodom? Will it spread to other places? 
What is the measure,' what is the' extent; of its polluting 
power? The extraordinary thing, aibout this reveiation 
is that He Who C8!ffie from heaven says that the sin of 
Sodom has come unto Him; the cry of it has'come up to / 
heaven., You remember a similar statement i'iithe word 
w.hep. 'God came to Cain, and said, "The voice of 'thy 
brother's blood crieth unto'me from the ground".' . 

Now sin is of such a character that it cannot be hid
den; it cannot be' confined to one place; it ~annot be 
oQscu·red from the divine vision; it cann'ot be gathered 
up by anything that man can invent .. Tl).e cry of it ·goes 

:- up to heaven., May 'I, without irreveren~, say that the 
stench of' this moral pla'gue goes up into the divine nos
trils. It is the abominable' thing which God hates, which, 
if -it were not dealt with would affect the' purity a,nd 

· tranquility of heaven ·itself. And GQd here pauses' at 
· .A:braham's tent to ten him that' from His ,holy, dwelling 

I He has discerned this d'readful, this corrupting, this hor
rible,' this heinous, thing,· and that he has come do'wn to 
conduct a personal inves,tigation, that He may know 
whether "it .is altogether .as bad as it s'eeins in heaven's . 
view to be. 'Of course it is an accom-moaation to the lim
ited understanding of man, when God !lays He has Come 
down·to see whether they have done altogether a'ccording' 
to the cry of it; He did not need to come dQwn; He knew 
it in 'heaven. You remember how Solomori again and. 
aga'in in that dedicatory prayer, when the, temple was 
dedicated: 'prayed, "Hear thou iIi heave:t;t' thy dwelling 
.place: a~d when thou hea,rest, :(orgive.". When we cry 
to God for mercy our prayer' for pardon ascends' up to 
heaven, and He hears it. IWe sang this mor.~ing, 

~ 
.' "Mayall my prayers to Thee aspi,re, 

And al1 my days· be Thine." 

to any geog·raphical dimension .. Sin spreads everywhere, 
'and it goes on from 'generation ,to generation. "As by 
oIie man sin" - one sin - "entered into the world,. and 
death by ,sin; so death passed upon all men, for that all. 
have sinned:" How terrible,' how horrible, how heinous 
a thing sin is! Your sin, and my sin, is not 'confined' to 
a point· of time, or to a particular ,place: "Thou art of 
!purer eyes than to beh'old evil, and canst not look on 
iniquity"; "All things are naked and opened to the eyes 
of him with whom we have to do." 'The sin of twenty 
years ago is just as much open to the eyes of -God as the 
sin of to-day. There is no getting away from jt; there 
is no concealing it, - some wrong -that was done in 
England, some eyi'l that was committed)ri the Antipodes. 
'There is some sin of which a man was guHty fifty years 
ago, and which he wo.uld fain forget, 'but until ,God deals 
-with him, it 'is' present in his view. The ery of 'it goes 
up unto God. And muess sin is confessed and put away, 
the cry of our sin wiIl drown our prayers, and our ,praises 
so that IGod will not hear them. What a terrible thing, 
what a fea,rful revelation this is, that the Holy One 
should come to Abraham, and say, "This plague spot 
of earth would spoil heaven, this iniquity below would 
pollufe the atmosphere of the' Holy Place, and I have 
come down to deal with it." Oh _that :we understOod it, 

· that we might have a new senSe, a deeper sense, of the
heinousness of sin, of the plague that is contrary to the 
diyine Mind, ,tha,t we might cease to try to cover it up, 
to excuse it, to ma'k~ allowance for it, that we mignt 
learn to be ,merc.ilesS' toward our own sin, that we might 
oocognize that no ·matter· who 'we are, what we are, 
where we are, sin is the thing that God cannot tolerate, 
and' wil'l not tolerate! . 

I have h~ard people say something, I do not know 
where they get it,' that God cannot look upon sin with 
any degree of allowance. Well it is true. But that is not 
scripfuraf. The ,Scripture says, "Thou art of ·purer eyes 
than to beh'Old evil, and canst not look on . iniquity." .The 
holy nature of God, ,revolts against it; it is 'an offence 
to His ·purjty; it is horrirble in His eyes; it is described' 
as the w1lominable thing which God hates. 

Nowadays' we hear -much about the 'love of God. "Oh," 
somebody says, "preach the love of ,God'!" Yes, we ,must. 
But remember there is· such a thing as divine hatred. 
Remember there cann'Ot be love without hatred'. And He' 
Who loves infinitely, hates infinitely; and the hatred of 
God' is just as intense and mighty as His love. He never 
hated us, but He has always hated·our .sin; and'He hates 
it still. And while it is upon us, He hates that in us, and 
would save us.from it. I beg of yoq, who are Christians, 
to turn again to the :Scriptures and, let the Word of God 
teach us what sin 'is. ·Let' the Word of,God teach us t·hat 
it fiJ:Is all time, and all space, and that ·by n'O human 
device -that has ever been discovered., can it be obscured 
from the divine view. 'Church membership, religious ·pro-

· fessions', the observance 01 the ordinances, ~e saying of 
prayers, the. singing of praises, the giving of alms, 
preachi'ng, and testifying, all these put together cannot 

· deal with' sin, cannot cover it up. - It is there, dear 
friends, and God 'knows it: 'the cry of it goes up ~to. God,. 

. lit 'is' a horrirble fi'gure, ,but I repeat it, it is a stench in 
'His nostrils. 'It is a plague spot. It is something that 

· May {tIl there is of me mount heavenward. . IGod must ,blot out f.rom His view, whether it ·be one 
. But. my friends, our sins cry ·to· heay~n as loudly as 'sin,. or the. sin of a'city, or a nation. 
our prayers; and our sin is heard and 'kn~wn 'in .he;;tven -
as surely·as our holiest aspirations. Sin is a far-reaching N. 
thing; it is not shut up to the boundaries of tim'e, nor "Shall .I hide' from Abraham that th'ing which I ,.do.?" 

. " 
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Now' we' do not like revelations of that sort, do we? It sin would relcind·le them. Sin has hell at its head; it 
is as' though a doctor, having examined a patient says, bu.rns a man up; it tortures him, heart ana conscience, 
"Shall 1 -tell. hi.m? 'Shall 1 tell him what is within him? and, memory, and all there ilJ of him. :y do not care any-

... . ShaH I tell him of the d-readful disease with which he is thing about 'the literal fire ~frOom hell. 1 have seen men 
afflicted? Shall'l h'ide it frc,m him, .or shall 1 tell 'him in hell. . 
the worst ?" ·God told ~bra'ham the worst. Not only so, 1 heard a man preach onee, who had ,been attending a 
but He gave him some intimation of what is the result, man who was under 'sentenceof death; ministering to 
-the.consequences, of sin. Look ~t the smoking' ruins of the him, trying to ~ead him'to Ch·rist. And, that young man, 
cities of the plain: fire and brims~one from heaven. That who was to pay the penalty of his sin, was a un~versity 
is GOod's e~timate of sin! ,Can you think lightly of it? 'graduate, and had been a professor of religion. And 

. Look 'albroad Oon the wOl"ld to-'day. Is it not amazing that this brother said,"Some men questiOon 'the reality of hell, 
there should:be found,"p.ElCople wh'o say that we are getting but my ibrethren, 1 do not, fOor I'have myself seen a man 
better and .better ali the time? Brother Whitelaw told' in 'hell!" Of course, he had. Just as surely as we liave 
me yesterday of 8; report of a message he had read in the here t~e earnest of our inherItance' in Christ, if we are 
morning paper, delivered by a certain· prominent educa- 'Christians, men have the eal'nest -often o·f hell itse'lf. 
tionis-t, in which, for .once, he 'admitted' that things were'" . 
very bad. !:Ie ,said, "The worM is not static, 'but it is III. 
not going forward, 'it is going backward." : And although Now that is the revelation of 'God's Word. What are 
he was the head' of a so-called Ch.ristian university, he we going to' do about i't? If it :be true that sin is such 
declared that the-only hope of :the world was in education. a terri'ple thing, what s'hould our attitude, as Christians, 
Poor simpleton! as ,though he dId not :know that the peni- be toward this great ,tru'th? What did it do for Abrah~rp? 
tentia·ries of ~is continent were crammed full of tlie Listen, "'The ,men turned their f.aces from thence, and 
most finely educated men to !be found. Education will went toward .sodom". Messengers of judgment were 
not deal with S'in~ . they? No, oh no, they were to be witnesses to the reality. 

." . of Ithis awfu"lplague. In the day when every mouth shall 
IThe Lord tarried at Abraham's tent to tell him of the be stopped, and all the world- shan become guilty !before 

peril in.whieh Lot was l'iving'; of the awfu,l cloud of judg- .God, 'God wm'have His. own witnesses. And thipk of it 
ment which was hanging over 'Sodom. I do not believe my dear friends; read the terrible story that if the spirits 

, . we sha:Il ever have a revival of religion until we get back of those impenitent sinners could stand at the Great 
'00 the plain teac'hing of' scripture ,respecting the conse- Assize, before the Great White Throne, and, try to ex
quence of sin, and the certainty of jud'gment. 'Ru'ssellism terminate their crimes, or to plea'd, all the Judge of all . 
has affected a lot of.,people wh'o are'not Russ·eHites. The ·the earth would have to do would Ibe '00 -call the two 

" same t.hing is held and' tau·got by Modernists. I remem- angels that went do.wn into 'Sodom, and they would be the 
ber being at a ministerial association twenty-five years ins't:rument§ of damnation to everyone of them. That is' 
ago, in which·a ·minister - were he now'living he-would all No escape! But they went down'tO Sodom primar-' 
be a very old man; he was well on into the e:vening time ily on an errand of mercy. God'could' have -destroyed 
of life then - tola his hrethren of a time when ·'he once Sodom from heaven, but He sent. His angels d-ow_n to save 
preached from this text: "The wicke4 s·hall'.be turned somebody ou~of Sodom. And when these two angels went 
into heU, and all the nations 'that forget Ood." • And he toward .S'Odom, Ahraham, almost paralyzed with fear,' 
produced a great 'laugh among his brethren by· saying he stood yet befor.e the Lord; for' he knew somebody who . 
'had told the 'Lord 'that i~ He would< fOorgive MIn for -that lived in Sodom, and 'he saw the cloud! of vengeance hang
one indIscretion, he would never repeat it. . But, my-dear ing low upon the city! And. he stood yet before the Lord. 
::£Iriends, Sodom and GomoI:rilh are set forth' as an ex- And 'by that revelation 'Of the heinousness of sin, and 

_ample. The'Scriptu.re says so" It declares. that the sam~ the 'certainty of its consequences, A-braham wall .inspired 
. judgm¢nt that fell u·pon SodomwiU fall, ultimately, upon to pray for the salvation of those who were in peril. 

sin everywhere. . A!braha.ni wou1d' never have prayea for ;Sodom, if the 
, . What is sin? What is it doing in the world-? Look at Lord had no.'! told him of the. judgment that was to come. 
our. own country .. All s,tandard:s hroken down! Simple Well, my friend's,. if that awful truth in the Bible, .re
moraBly cast·to the winds!. I was ama'zed 'iast 'night, specting the present mqral :state, and the future punish
when I read that .story of the massacre in China, to read . ment of such as' go . on iii. their Iniquity, if that great 
of the spirit of communism in one d:istrict, 'said to have trulth does not lea'd us ·to pray for the salvation of men, 
been eln.~raced 'by.thirty minions of people. ~hat is com- 'then we do not believe it! You may profess Oorthodoxy 
munism?' Communism is anarchy. It means: No ·law but ...-"'as much as you 'Uke and decIare you 'believe the Bi,ble 
my own will, in the la'~ analysis. And wh~t is anarchy? from cover to cover, 'but 1 insist that it is impossible for 
Anarchy is sin: sin is anarchy. Why it is on~y another any 'One of us to !believe the Bible, and remain indifferent 
fu~ler manifestation of ~hat sin, .W'he~ it is finis~ed~ will to the condition of ·men andl women !Who'f~reout of Christ. 
brmg forth. For one thmg that hfts Its hand ·a.gamst the If we believe 'these things it will compel us -to pray. We 
div,ine government, l;1nd dares_ to 'challeI!ge the King of cannot help' praying. '. 
'kings, wi'll challenge any government. And the fact is Have you seen a h'Ome where skkness has come, and 
heU is reserved< for sin and! sins. It is use'less for us to the doctor has gone. upstairs,and you ihave seen the 
a~;pt '~his Bi'ble, to say we 'beHeve. it, if. \fe do not . ~ther d-o~nstairs, wringing her hand'S, ~alking up and' 
beheve It all. . down, sayin'g, "What will the verdict be? What will the 

..- We were singing -of 'the g·race of God .. And we rejoice verdict be?·" And when ·the. Doctor comes .down, and 
in that. But it is equally true, dear friends, that the announces the seriousness of the case, and he has gone, 
justice of "God is" operative, and 'He will not, by any 1 ·have. ofteil. ,rJ:)mained, and I ibave found people, who 
means, acquit th.e wicked. We cannot get away from our 'ordinarily were n'Ot much di~posed to pray; who were 
sin. And' if all 'the fires of he'll were extingui~hed" 'one ready enough to pray in the face of that physical. dan-

( 
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ger 'because of that shadow "that has come across the ,to do in :Sodom. When He had told 'him of that reservoir 
thr~s1idld of the home. 1'hey say., ".oh, yes, by 'all means, of fire and.hrimstone that wOl,1'ld descend upon the city, 
let us pray; Let us ask that God may avert the danger." Abraham said, "Oh, what can I do? There is not any
So dear friends, if we believe the Bible we shal'l pray. thing that ~an come between that judgment and the sin-' 

" .. Do you pl'ay for the unconverted.? Now come, you mem,- ner". And in his utter helplessnes's he sto'Od' before the 
Lord. W:hat can we do? What can we do? . There are bers of Jarvis Street, do' you really pray for the uncon- cases ~hat come to my attenti{)n. YtiU' Sunday-

vetted?' Do you? This was not a prayer meeti~g. A,!bra- School teachers, who do visiting, who go"from !home to 
ham,d,idi not pray in a ·great assembly: he st'Ood· yet before home, y'Og sometimes find situations that are' stagg--er. _ ' 
the Lord. Abraham and 'God alone! N'O one else. Di-d you . 
ever pray Uke tha,t? Is tihat the 'time when you pray for ing, h()rrible - a wife separated from' 'her hus'band, the 

kf I home a chaos, in some cases the home a he'll; a 'place 
the los't? ,I suppos,e we have reason for some than u ness. where it is 'hardly safe f'Or children 'to dwelt And y'OU 
that 'so many in' this place do come to .pray. But, my 
brothers and S'isters, I speak to you church members, are at your wits' end. Yo,u say, "What C;t~ I do?" My 
young people, :boys and girls, men and women, there are dear friends y~u cannot do anYthing: 
some of'you whom I never see at the place of prayer! I I read last night of some wealthy woman who had 
have never seen you Tuesday, Thursday, or Saturday: ,giv~n her home worth a million dO'llIa,rs to 'be establishe'd 
iD'0 you pray? Oh, yes, l pray at home. Yes; and if you as a centre for research work, in order to d-iseover a cure' 
do' you will almost certainly want to pray wi'th others, . for .cancer. T once asked a great su·rgeon about the many 
and· have others' pray with you. People who intercede f~. quack remedies th8:t were advertised, prosing a care for 
the lost privately, :wiIl 'by and ,by want to get other people. cancer. I 'said, "no you think' lihere is anything in it?" 
tpgether, and say, ;'Come and help me pray for these 10Rt He said, "Mr. S'hields, when'a real eure for cance.r is 
sinners!" And we shall have a revival"if we d'O that. If discovered it will need n'O' advertising. AIHt 'wiU need 
the members of !this church 'W'Ould just take it to' their will be an army of 'armed men to stand about the place 
hearts, and say, "'This is m'Ore imp()rtant than any,thing . to c'Ontrol'the people. I do not care where "it is discovered. 
else." "My hus'band, my wife. my children not s'aved, 'whether in Afri-c..'l, or iQhina, or Ind'ia, any time a real 
and if the BiBle is tl'ue, in danger of eternal damnati'On!" cure for cancer is .discovered', 'they will flock to it by the 
Would tha't no't ,make you pray. If you do not pray, you mHlions from every part 'Of the earth." 
dD not believe it; T 'do n'Ot care what-you pr'Ofess. The. You can~ot discover a cure for sin. l'his,man talking 
modern church does not believe that, and that is why it about education! You ~an build a universIty, and legis
does not pmy. That is why there are no prayer meetings 1ate until 'the crack of doom, and what do you find? Why 
in many churches. Wi'l'I you do it?, Alone with G'Od'! Let you have sin mixed in with your' legislation. E'ducate a 
us pray. As often as we can 'find time to be alone with man and send him to Parliament, and- he goes sometimes 
~d let us stand Ibefore the Lord as Abraham }Hd, 'and jlust in order" to cover up ,rolbbery, and every 'kind of 
besee<'h of Him '1'0 save the l-ost~ And' when we have d'One iniquity is ,given the" sanction of the 9t:ate. You cannot 
it let us exhort one ano·ther, "not forS'a'king the as- cure the cancer ·of sin .. The faet is "We are flace to face 
sern'bling 2f ourselves together," praying for people to- with. something. a'bs'Olutely beyond human power to deal 
·gether. Oh, I believe that if we were properly impresl*!d with. What n'Onsense people talk! Wha.t fo'lly is exhibited 
with the solemnity of this truth, we should not on"ly pray in trying. to conduct churches without God, in pro{essing 
tog.ether Tuesday, Thursday, and Sa:1;urclay, 'and M-onday to make men 'bett~r w~thout :God" in proposing ,to effect 
at {)ur conferences, I 'be'lieve it would become instinctive' a cure for this ,SOUl-destroying malady that has peopled 
with many of ,~d's people to call, together thl;lir friends, hell with millions,. without the mighty power of God-! 
and neighbours in 1fueil' h{)me. Th'ere are some people How can 'the~, do it?, They ¢a~not. It is folly. There i~ 
wh{) c()me together for card p{1rties; Ther~ are some 'Only one thing you can do, 'and that is, .stand 'before the 
people wh-o meet for afternoon 'teas. Some people who LOrd. If He does not help us, then we ·are ruined', Oh 
meet ·f'Or sO'Ip.e sort of social ·exchange. If we were laid . woman, if the Lord does not save your 'husband you can
hO'ld 'Of 'by that truth wesh'Ould be-praying day and night. not d'O it! 'If the Lord, does not make bare JIlisar:m for the 
What did 'Dr .. Stockley read -ihis m()rning, Ye that are' salvation 'Of y'O'ur children, in spite of all y'Our example. 
the . Lord's remembrancers, ,give Him no rest and take ye they win be lost. No; 'there is no hope of s'alvation in 
no rest, never cease 'to pray, never cease to can. For tha,t way. Oh, that we 'c~u~d feel our helplessness in the 
how long? "Till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem presence of this d'read·ful dangel'!' 
a praise in the earth." And" if we cannot preach or teach, 'A~d then POOl' Abmham said', "Wilt thou also des'troy 
we can at ~east pray. You say, "But, sir, do Y'OU mean the'righteous with the wicked." You see Abraham was 

. that I should gD, and my voice sbou'Idbe heard in public_wise. 'He made no eXCUSe for Sodom. We shall ne~er 
prayer?" If the Lord so moves you, yes. But if you make progreSS with God whlj']e 'We excuse {)ui- sin, 'Or 
cannot d'O that, remember this is the teaching of Scrip- anybody else's s'in: "There is no peace, sa'ith my God-. 
ture: it is well to seek the assembling 'Of ourselves to- to the wicked." And "Though hand join in hand, the 
gether, and to say ·"Amen" when others pray. That is wicked. sh'an not 'be unpunished"; it is bound to come. 
why we a,re to pray not in an unknown tongue. We .are "Wilt thou also destroy the righteDus with the wicked~? 
>to pray SD tha't other~ may pray With us; Rnd a great Pera'dventure there ,be fifty righteous Within the city: 

,volume of prayer will ascend' to 'God'. iQh; the sin of Tor- wilt thou 1!lso destroy and n{)t spare the place for the 
onto goes up to ~d. H'Ow many prayers go up to God-? fifty righteous that are therein ?" "If I find in -Sodom 
ICould we not send up such a v'Olume of intercessiDn t'O f.ifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the 
heaven t'hat' it wi1l overcome the 'cry of the sfn of this. place for their sakes." Then Abraham came down the 
city? . line, you remember. "That be far' fr'Om thee to do after 

I suppose .A!brahaJ\D. prayed because he feU ·his own this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and 
'helplessness when 'the Lord told' him what He was· ,going tha_t the righte'Ous shou'ld' be as th~ wicked, that .be far 

\, 

/" 
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from thee: IShall not the Judge ofaH the earth do right?" 
Oh, yes, He will do right. There ·is no question about 
that; He will ·d'o ,ri'ght. Then Abraham began to pray, 
to plead a vicarious righteousness as the ground of his 
plea, the r~ason for mercy: "Peradventure there shaD 
laek five of rtihe fifty righteous: w'ilt thou .deStroy a:iI the 

/ 'city for lae'k of'five?' And he said, If) find thertj,forty 
and five, 1 !Will not destroy it. And he spake unto him 
yet again, anld said, Peradventure there shall be forty 
found there. And he said, I' Will not do it for forty's 
sa·ke. And he said unto iMm, Oh ~et not the lioTd be angry, 

. and 1 will sp~k: 'Peradventu.re there shalLbe thirty 
found there. A.nd he said, :J wHlnot do it, if 1 find thirty 
there ... And he said, Behold· now, 'I 'have taken q·pon me 
to speak unto the Lord': Peradventure thete shall be 
twenty "found there. And' he said, I will not destroy it 
for twenty's sake. And he s'aid, Oh let not the ~d the 
al!gry,. and I wiN. speak yet but this once: Peradventur~ 
ten s'ha'll :be found. there. And he said, I will not destroy 
it for ten's .sake. And the Lord went his way, :as soon 
as he had left communing· ·with Albraham and Abraham 
retu·r.ned unto.his place." 

My ~'ear friends: if any' city had to be saved' on those 
terms there is' not a city on earth that would 'be spared. 
Fifty .-c- forty-five - ·forty- thirty'- twenty - ten 
- No! for it ~s . wl'itten, "There'is none righteous, no, 
not one." NO'salV'ation on that ground! 

'~Oh," you say, "Lord, spare that 'home for the wife's 
sake!" No; you must have a stronger plea than that. 

~ '~Spare it for the ~hil"dren's sake!" No; you must have 
a stronger plea· ·than that. "My little children, these 
things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the' Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous." Oh, 1S that not glorious! We can 
not f.ind 'the ten, or the one in 'Sodom; but we can find 
One before the Father's face whose righteousness is s'o 
perfect that for His sa'ke every ·Sodom 'On earth may be 
spared, . for "He is the ·propitiatio~ for our sins: and 
not for ou·rs on"1y, ,but also for the sins of the whole 
world." • 

That is 'the ground '~f ~ur petition then. What is the 
argument we bring when we pray for modem' Sodom 
'and 'Gomorrah? We have a better ·plea than Ab-raham: 
we can come before the Lord, and S'ay, !~O Lord' we con
fess our own sin~, and the sins· '0'£ all others; we acknowl
edge there ~s not so mueh as one ri'gbteous person. But 
there is One who eries, "Deliver him from going d'own 
to the pit: 'I have' found a ransom." And for His sake 
God, if he 'bepetiti-oned to. do so, will save us aU. Is 'it 
not wonderful that we have an availing plea, we have' an 
argument to which IGod himself, cannot say "No"? ShaU 
we'use it? 
'And~s for you who are unconverted: you say, "How 

s'halll I :be' saved '/''' Well we shall see in next Sunday'S 
lesson how "wMle he lingered, the men laid hold upon his 

. hand, and: upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand 
of his two daughters; the Lord beingmereiful unto him: 
and they 'brought 'him forth, and set 'him without the 
city." '~God remembered Albraham, and' sent Lot out of 
the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities 
in ·the which Lot dwelt." Oh, if you will but come, you 
who are unconverted, if You Will bUit eome to God, in the 
name of the Lord' Jesus - come like this: say, 

. . 
"I have no other argument, 

I want no other plea, 
It is enoug'h that Jesus died., 

.And J\Jhat He cHed for me." . 

The judgment has already faUen upon Him; and if you 
will but trust Him, then, "Verily, veri'ly, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, ·and· believeth on him that sent 
me, hath evedasting life, and shan not come into con
demnation; but is p~ssed from dea·th up,to' life." I know 
that this poor Mnner deserves the fir~ and brimstone as 
much as any. I know that there is wrath to come fol' 
some, and there !Would' be for me, but·that I have trusted 
Jesus, and I am positive this word is true, .he "shali not 
come into cond'emnation; !hut is passed" - present tense, 
you see - "passed from death unto life'·. Fpr those who 
'believe, ·the judgment is all behind. The sinner is under 
the blood, ·and God will never see it any more. Do you 

· 'know there is only one thing in the universe that God 
cannot see .. tlirough, and that is the Iblood of Jesus Christ. 
Our sin is "COvered with His hlood, and in God's view we 

· have eeaseg: to ,be sinners, 'and we are accepted in the ' 
.' Belov!!d': .: . 

"I ha~~ a SaViour, IRe's pieading in glory, 
. -A dear, 'loving Saviour :though earth-friends be few; .. 

· And DoW He is watcl1ing in tenderness o'er me, 
~ 

And oh, that my Saviour were your Saviour Itoo! 
,/ 

I "For you I am praying . 
. For you r am praying; 
For you I am praying, 

'I'm praying for you." 

Holiday Time 
As ,the coming three issU'es of THE GOSPEL WITNESS go 
-to press, .the Editor wi.)) be in the province of Manitoba. 
As he visits in Wdnnipeg and Portage la Prairie, he 'looks 
forwa·rd to meeting some of our subscribers. On Sunday, 
July 29, :he will'preach in Bethany Baptist Church (Port
age Avenue at Ingersoll ·St., Winnipeg) at:.the morning 
{l.nd evening services. Pastor E. V. Phillips of Bethany 
is away on his holidays. Dr. O. L. Clark, the Associate 
Editor, is now ~njoying a few weeks of deserved rest at 
the lake During the Edit~r's ab,senee,' she will assume 
the responsibility of supervising the .publication· of the 
three issues. 

Articles in The Gospel Witness 
Periodically ,we az;e asked the question - "Who. 
wri·tes the ar.ticles in THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS?" All . 
articles which.are written by the Editor-Mr. Tart; 
a·re unsigned" .but the authorship of all other articles 
is indicated with the name of the writer - e.g., 
·C. H. Spu·rgeon.. Dr. O. 'L. Clark writes the Bible 
School Lesson Outline and! is .responsible for the 
Younger Readers 

Send Us Names 01 Christians/ 
You can help us to extend the ministry of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS by sending us the names and address of Chris
tians whom you know. As we ·reecive the list, we will send 
your friends four regular issues of THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
and a specJal introductory' offer. Neither you nor youI' 
friend's ·are placed under any obligation. Send the names 
today! 

..' 

/ 
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BOOK -REVIEW 
\' , 

WHAT DO YOU WORSHIP? 
BLUEPRINT FOR VICTORY, ,by R. E: Milam '(pulblished by A man's true worship is not the wors-hip- which he per-

'the author, P.O. Box 5064, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A., ' forms in the pu.blic temple, ,but that which ,he offers 
, 835 pages~ price $3.25). ' down in tha't litUe ·private chapel, where nobody 'goes but ' 
The entel1pr1sing executive secretary of the Baptist' himself., Worsh'ip is ·the attrihution of su.preme excel

Genella] Convention 'of 'Oregon and Washington (South- _ IEmce to, and- the entire depend'ence of the hea,rt upon, 
ern Baptist) is Dr. R. E. Milam. In addliJ1iion IfJO ibeing an a ''Certain person. And, 'the people or the things to which' 

'. alble administ,rator, he- proves himseJ.f to be a first-ra~e a man atti-ilbutes the highest exceIlence, and, on which he 
,writer, ,historian and- ChriS'tian statesman in th'is book hangs ,his .happiness and weH-being, ,these 'be his god,s, 
"Blueprint'F.or Victory". 'THE GOSPEL WITNESS revjewli no matter V\jlat hIs outward profession is. You can find 
few books, ,and' we seek to avoid exaggeration in ou.r out what these are for you,'if you IW'iIl ask yourself, and 
expressions of 'apprecia'tion bu,t'we must confess ihat we honestly answer one OF tW(l questions. What' is it that I 
were, thnUed with this 'volume and 'it is our' f,hm belief want most? What is it whidh makes my !deaI M,- happi
t~at it .shou,ld' be read, by every Baptist pastor' and 'indeed ness? What 'is that which. I feel ,that I should. be desper
everyBapti~tinCanad'a'andelseWlhere. " " -a'te without? What dO,1 think about m(lst naturally and 

Actually "Blueprint 'For V.ictory" is three,ibooks in one. spontaneously, when the spring is taken off, and my 
Bd'Ok lOne _ deals with a study' (If the origin 'and pq,rpose thoughts are aHowedi to go as - they will? And if the 
of the ·Southern Baptist eonvention and th~ "program of' answer to none .of these questions Is "Gott!" then I tii() 
tliat great body. The writer who 'is himself a Southel'n not 'know why you should cal} yourself a worshipper of 
Baptist, does nQt hesitate "t6 be critical at those pQints', 'Cod's. It is of no avail ~hat we, pray in the temple, if we 
where 'Q),e feels .that a- note of cauti".on and warning is have the d'ark, subterranean pit, where our true adora-

,needed,. He ca:lls for a solid stand against modernism and tion is rendered. , , 
. ecumen1ica'Iism' and a renewed emphasis upon the 'p~macy Oh! de'ar !brethren, I am afraid there are it great ~any 
of the lo'cal cohurch. ' - , ofl us nominal Christians, connected with 'Christian 

_ Book Two deals with the historic' Baptist concept ofchu,rches, posing Ibefore men as orthodox 'religionists, who 
the church ,~md- ~s a ,good su,rvey of the question. Our 'keep this ,private chapel where we do our devotion to an 
heart ·rejoiced a8' we read again the simple scriptural idol and not to Go'd. If our real god's could, be made vis
teaching on' the church whiclI is ·the piUar and -groun1d ible, what a pantheon they would ma'ke! AU ,th,e foul 
of the truth. "This part of 'the/volume 'is especially rele- forms painted on that underground cell wOl,lld- ,be par
vant imd' vital ~n the Hg,ht of the Rocky Mount case in 'al:leled- in the creeping things, which crawl along the low 
which .the court handed down a decision that 'Could, have earth' and never soar nor even stand erect, and in the 
serious implications for Baptists. One central figure in' vile, bestial' forms of passion to...which some, of us' really< 
tha't-c9urt case was Dr. W. W. 'Barnes, Southern Baptist bow down. Honour, wealth, literary or other d'ist~nct'ion, 
'histo.rian, who WlaiS 'also D::r, Monam's teacher ,in churcih the sweet san-ctities of human love d,ishonoured and pro
JhisifJory. n'r. Milam examines Dr. Rarnes' It~sti,mony and 'faned by being exaited to the place which Divine love 
concludes, that it presents a threat to the, historic Bap- s:hould hold, ease, family, animal appetites, lust, d-rink
tist posi'tion., '. '_ these are tire gods of some of us. Bear with my poor 

In Book: Three, Dr. MHa.m discusses Baptists and Ecu- words and ask yourselves, 'n(lt whom do you worship be
men'i,calism. lJe graphIcally portrays the' weakening ef- fore the eye of men, but who 'is the God to whom in your 
'fect_~at inc'lusivism has had· upon Baptists 'in Eng.land"inmo!;!t, heart 'you bow down? What di() Y(lU do in'the 
Cana~i'a ~~d the Unite'd :States and catIs for Baptist!;! to be d'ark? That is the question. Whom d'o you worship 1Ihere? 
BaptIsts. ,--" The other thing is not worship at all. . 
, We commend this book bOOaUise in it'Dr. MIHarn reveal's -ALEXANDER MACLAREN 

himself to ,.be .positive in his approach, firm in h'is con- " 
vtictions, ,charitable in his expression and,' feaIlless in his' 

_ examination of facts. We look forwa,rd to, reading his 
other volume, "Win Am~rica Now" ,and hope to ;review 
it in, these .pages. ' -L. K. TARR -

;" 

, ~N'i'I-MISSIONARY IS ANTICH;RIST 
A ,Baptist wh(l :is not missionary to the heart' of his 

befng anli to tips of ,his fingers den~es' the f.aith 'and is 
no Baptis-tat -all. ' Nor is he Chrisibm. Anti'::miss'iona,ry 
is antichrist; for the on:ly ·Ch,rist we know is the Christ 
of tl!.e gospe].s and: he embraced the "world" in !his plan 
of salva,tion. You mutilate the gospel when you confine 
it to one nation, race or 'hemisphere or to-the "~lect" of 
the earth. Oalvinism is a comforting, strengthening d<IC
trine, but ultra,-Calvinism is 'a blig.bt. Our duty is to 
qnvi,te aU to saJ:vation and, leave IGod' to do the d,rawing. 
Spurgeon was right.: "The question for me is not, are 
.the heathen 'lost without the gospel, but am I saved, if 
I have the 'gospel 'and fail to give i,t to them." 

-:C. W. McDANIEL 
, ' 

SINNER,S 'WELCOME I 
Let re~pectability hasteD :to its museum or to it~ place 

of entertainment, to its gallery of art, to its haunt o( 
science, aU., of which may be able to contrihute su'bst:an
tially ,to human educ8!tion an1d !human progress; ibut ,smit
ten folb, halt,. ma'inied, .blind, palsied, begg~red, damned 
-the C'hurch was 'bum for them; and if any Pharisee is 
in it, h~ is taking up room which does not belong to him, 

-JOSEPH PARKER 
/ 

CAN IT BE? 
A report in 'a Toronto paper states that two Church of 

Scotland, schools in Egypt have been confiscated because 
they refused to comply with the new government d'irec
tive wh'ich demands that Christian schools .provide for 
the teaC'hing of the Moslem reli,g:ion. The local ,report 
'adds - "U.S. Presbyterians have agreed to do it." Gan 
it be ,that American Presbyterians wiI:J consent to teach 
the Moslem religion in: Christian,schools? 
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. FLIGHTS FROM REALITY 

RELIGIOUS 'ESCAP~S'M 
THE demands and the duties of the, p'resent ~re seldom 

pleas·ar.t to consider. Who. has not feU oppressed 
'. with the insistent need,s which thrust· theni~elves upon us 
and' cla'mor for present action?'· Do we not often yearn 

. to fly away'fr;om: our'OIbvious obligatidns to "live in some 
pleasant, though nOll-existent, world. of- iml'lgination? 
This tendency to f1ee.from the 'present" with' its .challenge 

tionsand convictions in mind. . The fai'thfill . preacher 
speaKs; '1n a great measure, with the specific needs and 
prohlems of his people 'in mind'; he who would 'truly .serve 
the Lord in ·any capacity .must aiso spea'k to specific situ'a
tions In the 'light of the W ol"d of !God. To that enp we 
'add-ress ourselve" to a real probJoem 'that demands im-

. mediate attention if we are ,to 'fulfil our destiny as Bap- -
tists j,n Canada. '- , . and its difIicuItiE>s. has been Called -escapism. The person 

who indulges in some form of·.escapism can finally ~rin'g 
'himself to th~ :place where 'he lives con'tinua'Uy in a world I. The Dream of ci Golden Past 
created by his own imagination; when he reaches that Whe~ we are confronted with the challenge of the 
Po,int, he is no 10nge.r <bothere~ wi·th reaJity fo~ .:he has present and the 'gigantic endeavour that is ours if we 
escape~ the su.rroundmgs a.nd cI-rcumstan~es ~hICh bo~h- .. would evangelize Canadoa, j't is easy to flyaway from
ered ~I.lm. .oh, they are still there, but he ·blIssfully Ig- the present by dreaming of a golden past. T-hen,.)nste·ad 
nores them. of ad·dressing ourselves to this hour, we may speak, dream 

These general observ'ations apply- with equaL force in and think only of victories of days that have forever . \ 
the spi-ritual realm fo·r there are forms of s·piritual escap- passed beyond our-recalj. _-
is~ that can render us useless. for pr·esent. gospel service Let no one despise the past :but let us not allow our 
in present surroundings. aoth individuals and, gospel excessive veneration· of past glories blind us to the chal~ 
chu.rches may <be affected by this malady Whicp can.l lenge of the present. The pas£. instructs us (both by its 
assume various forms. failures .and its' victories) but it can be dead weight if 

'Let, us be realists! We live in the present and not in it s~. occupies our~houghts that we are useless for ~urrent-'" 
the past 'nor .the remote future; we l'ive in Catnada and servIce.. ., 
not in some distant surroundings. We a,re then respons" 'Some 'Chri~tians s·pea·k :and a:ct 'as though the Lo~d 
ihle before God for'1Jhe evangelization of this land at this acted in days gone by 'in 'a manne,r that we cannot expect 
time. Nothing is to be ·gained Iby employing devious' to see again. It. may sometimes sound as though. this 
means to esrape this inevita'ble conclusion. rhe ostri,ch form of. devotion to the past is indi~ative of ·thanksgiving . 
is said to hide 'its head in the sand in order·to fool itself for pastble~sings but 'it i-s to be feared that it can also 
into thin'king that it is hidden from 'the view of its ap- 'be an escape mechanism whereby we are carried in our 
proaching-enemy. We a·re now told that this old, oft- ,minds out of ou;r present surroun'd,ings into a lfolden ..... 
repeated story about the habits of hlie oStrich 'is not true world of make-believe. . 
but it does nevertheless serve to illustrate a 'form oft Instead of dwelling in the past, let us set out, by G.od's 
escap1sm in the natural ~rld whic'h has a very real .gr'ace. to meet the present and ·to prepare for the future .. 

. counterpart -in the spiri,tuaJ. world. We do l).ot rid, our- it will ~oe'an infinitely harder task than that of §,pi,ritual -
s~lves of our d-ivin~ly-given' responsi'bilities by hiding day dreaming hut it will furn'ish results th;at wiU cause, 
from them or by creating some imag:inary world that· .~S to realize anew that our Lord is the same "yesterd·ay.( 
exists only in our.d~y dre'ams. today 'and forever" and that His touch has still its ancient 

We shall ·be even more specific so that we 'may be power. 
understood. W. are 'addressing ourselves in ~liis article 
to our fellow Canadi'an Baptists who are Bap'tists indeed. 
If. we are convinced of our great mission, we conceive it 
to 'be nothing less ·hhan the evangeliz.a:tion of this' g·reat 
dominion. Nothing sbort of such a. progr~m. can satisfy 
us! lOur present tas'k is to es'tabHs,p gospel-preachin f~. 
Bihle-believing chul"C'hes from 'one end' of this country to' 
the other. Need we 'add that this' task is not particuiarly· 
easy or inviting! There are m'any OIbsbacles that could 
be quickly poin'ted' out 'by prophets of doom but the task 
still a'waits us !'The easy way out is to res.ort to some 
escape mechanism wHereby ,we rationalize .our failu.res 
or m'ake them appeal· as victories. or else escape to a non
existiJ?g. world of unreality. '. 

As we'thou'g,ht of ou·r solemn OIblf.gations in Canada, 
severa-I forms of e~capism 'came to mind,; these are ·an 
ever-present dari'ger to us arid can lead· us to overloO'k 
ou·r real o·bliga'tions. Before we 'Proceed to discuss them, 
let it ·be sai'ti,that we are, not deal'ing"with some imagined 
s,itu{ltion; we cannot help but wri,tf! with our own obsel"V'a-

\ 

i 

Ii. The Hope of a GoJden Future 

. IIClosely allied with' the dream of a golden past, and 
often a~omp;myiI)g it, is .the hope of some golden-' fu
ture. Bo'th have the same ·:.;esuJ.t - the.y avoid the annoy
ing pre8e"~t. They enable us to escape the on~ time for 
which we are reaUy re~ponsible. 

By 'all means, let us be .optimistic ·and prayerful about 
the 'future but 'let this never 'be an excti'se for present 
inaciiv'ity. There wiU be a glowing;_~uture for 'New 
Testament churches in Oanada onl1l if we lay the foimda
tions'in the present .. Just as the sure prospect of heaven 
shOUld not induce one to careles!lness, so the hope of a 

. bright future IS 'an incentive to 'Present labour alld is 
not a substitute for it. -

A vagu'e hope for the future evangelization of Cana~a 
can 'be an escape mechanism. It may even he expressed 
in perfectly correct language as we speak Of what. the 
Lord h'as in store for us just around the corner. Doubt
less He does have much for us in the future but He has 

. , . 
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great 'things in store for us now if we wou'ld set out to 
. our present task. . . 

IWhile we thus dream of what awaits us, multitudes 
of our fellow co'untrymen wend' their way to an impend
ing judgment .. Tohe golden future of which we fond:ly 
dream will not give them the gospel now. 

"-

III. The Illusion of a Larger Ministry 
Let us repea't·- the present need "in Canada is ~ vig

orous evangelistic movement wh'ic'h will result in the 
estahIishrilent of New Testament churches and the s'alva
tion of .countless souls. Another \vay in' which we may 
seek 'to es·cape this solemn and urgent task is to dream 
of some "1\'ider mi·nistry" or "wor-l'Ci--wide testimony". 
We. 'know of no larger ministry or ,more unIversal task 
than that which the Lord has' commanded - the preach
ing of the gospel, the instruction of converts a-nd their 
organization into gospel churches. No other' work takes 
priority over that! ../ 

·Can'this ·emphasis on a "larger m'inistry" not !be an 
esc-ape mech'anism wherehy we excuse ()ur oWn failure on 
a more res'tricted' hut als'o more essential level? The scrip
tu·ral program of estabIi&hing gospe'l churches is second 
to none other.' UntU 'Canadian Baptists demonsta,te that 
we can evangelize our ()wn land, we must speak softly 
of any ()ther wider ministry, whatever it may !pe. 

**,'*.*.* 
Saul exerc'iseda form of escapism on ,that day when 

he hid ·hiJIlself among the stuff, The Lord had assigned 
nim a 'task 'and the 'P!'!ople' .recognized his calling but Saul 
sought 'to escape ·his responsibiJtities. Our Iand today oalls 
for scriptura:J testimonies .. " :Shall we ~ found in hiding 
among the stutf or_ will we -d·are to approach our task 
with 'boldness and faith? ' __ 

A LITTLE GIRL AND. HEAVEN 

THEiittle, .girl's mother had d'i~d about eight months 
ago. So her aunt informed me when I. recently vis

dted a local home in a subuI1ban area, "Come into her 
. bedroom; I ·have something to s:how you." I foHowed the. 
'lady into a small, neat room where her six year old niece 
aild her own young daug·hter s'lept. There a·bove the 
ni~ce's ,bed was an a-rtist's representation cif the Lord 
Jesus Christ surrounded by a g·roup of -ch'ild·ren. Al
though I do not e'are for those pictures which seek to 

. depict the -Saviour, I cou'Id' not ·remain unmoved by the 
story ,which the aunt proceeded! to tell about thlspar
ticular picture. 

··The gir-l and her mother had been very close anid after 
the mother had died> the little one was natu,rally de
spond·ent. After some weeks she came to her aunt, in 
whose home she was staying, ·and said, "I want a ·picture 
of Jesus to hang a'bove my bed·." The :Iady's curiosity was 
aroused and she asked w.hy she ha,d:.,mafde such a request. 
"Well," she replied, "my mommy has gone to he with 
Jesus ·and so I want to have His picture nea·r me." Ab, 
I thougM, :heaven and the ,Saviour are very near and 
real"to that I'ittle 'girl wherea-s tlley are often l'emote 
from the thoughts of professing Christians. . 

Did ·s·he not have a true view of heaven? Some might· 
fong for the 'eternal ,rest that awaits them at 'the end 
of earth's wa·rfare; pthers m'ay await 'the s·ight 'of heav
en's' wealth and- splendour in contrast t() .the·ir thuren 
existence in this ,world; _~ti'Jt1 others may c'heri'sh above all 

else the 'prospect of 'a; glad and· eternal reunion with ·the 
loved ones 'who have departed to be with Ch.rist. All of 
these ·are prospects of which the 'Christian is assured 
and so are wortiliy ()f 'our thought; the chief attraction of 
tha'1;·a1bode of the blessed, however, is th'is' "We shaH see 
Him." . 

Oh·! for a more'Childt-Hke trust which would oause us to 
seek to !bec~e 'better acquainted with the One whQ .sits 
upon heaven's throne.' That little girl may have chosen 
a childish and imperfect 'way in which to J;eaUze her de
sire but who can condemn -the sentiments whi,ch moti
vated it? Rightly or wrongly she felt .that her mother 
was now in heaven and hence she must bring her mind 
to hear not upon her· mother 'primarily but upon the 
Saviour in who~e presence her mother no:w wa's,' 

'Christian, you expect, do you not, to spend, eternity 
with the Saviour? 'Should you not seek His presence more 
while' hez:e below? Can we expect to r~ally enjoy il'is 
presence forev!'!r -if our thoughts here are occupied with 
everything else? "lJ.f ye then be risen' with Christ, seek 
those things which are above,. 'Where Christ siiteth on 
the right ,hand of God." As we thus walk in His pres~ 
ence, heaven wi:JI not be such a drastic trans'ition thut will 
rather 'be the enrichment andl fulfilment' of that which 
we·have experienced here below. ,-"yre sh·all see Him!" 

Perhaps this simple s·tory about a 'little girl comes to 
the attenti()I1 of s()me ·person who is confused atbout his 
soul's welfare. You may have some vague,. undefined 
.Jol),ging for better things and may even -cherish a ho.pe' 
that you are !bound for heaven. Your va:gue hope for the 
future may be a positive assurance if you place your 

, .'trust 'in the One who ·has made available fGr us all the' 
riches of eternity. "For ye 'know the grace o.f our Lord 
Jesus 'Christ, that, thoogh he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he 'became p<>or that ye through his poverty might lbe 
rich.'" A 'bl()odstained-'Cross and a crucified .saviour lifted 
between earth ·and' .he'aven can speak peace to y'ou·r sou'l 
for time and for eternity. At this very moment you may 
pass from death unto Hfe if-'you trust the Lord Jesus, 

,acknowledging that He died for you·r s}n. Trust Him 
today ·and heaven will .be near .. 

, 
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.. ' WHY WE HAVE NOT 
.-r-

By . c. H. Spurgeon 

THE Holy Ghost, .by the mouth of hi.s servant J·ames, the worse ·the" evil, fGr. then we are forced to tolerate 
has 'said, "Ye' have not because ye ask not." I would them. I ams'Orry when a good man -gets the idea that 

not willingly .be censorious, but crying evils demand open pl"aying mean-s tet.1'ing out 'his experience,' or giving his 
rebuke. Do you not tMnk,that this text applies to the theological opinions. I a-m told tha't our Salvation Army 
case of many of our churches? T-hey -have no prosperity, friends strike up a tune wh'enever 'a friend becomes long 
their numbers do not increase, and the congregations 'a·re and prosy, and I have great sympathy with the practice. 
small; and, ·as t'he main caml·e of it. an; they have s-carcely It removes the 'responsihi'Iity of stopping the man from 
a prayer-meet'ing. I hear perpetually of prayer-meetings the minister to the people, anlti· iby': dividing th'e acti'On 
abandoned, o:r, wh'at is much the same thing, blended with among .. many'it opem'teillike a i"ound robin for'the screen
t.be weekly lecture. From various sources 1 gather that ing of anyone. When 'prayer is an . earnest 'as'king jot may 
in many instan'c~s the meeting for prayer is so small 'that occasionally ,be "length'ened to' 'advantage; .but the less of 
itJs dUficult ,to spin out the· hour, and as the same few mere holy gossip the better. If prayer-meetings degen
persons come from time to time, va·riety is Gut of the erate into gospel gossip we cannot wonder if no !blessing· 
question: indeed,. in some places the prayer-meeting only ,"Com·es. In such cases the word 'js frue, - "Ye 'have not 
exis'ts to reveal t'he nakedness of the l'and. Now, if there 'because ye ask riot." 
be no conversions, ·an.!i no add-itiGns to su~h churches, .If 'any' believer should chance to live -where the prayer
wha,t is the reason?' Is it not found here - "Ye hav.e not meeting is neglected, ll;rt him now resolve to revive it. 
because ye ask not"? Let us ma:ke a ·solemn league and. covenant that the 

A lack of interest exists in many places, so that the chuTches shall pray, or that it shaN not be our fault if 
assembly for prayer is desI!ised, and' put down as a they do not. To strengthen ·a prayer-meeting "is as good 
second-rate' affaiT: "only a .prayer-meeting". Is this a a work as to preach a s·ermon. I ·would ·h'ave you vow 
right view of the throne of ·grace? Will this bring b'les-s- that the prayer-meeting shall never be given up while 
ing? In certain churches ·t'hez:e is no union, and conse- you. live. Be :Ii'ke the good woman who, when it wa~ 
quently no ag.reement in prayer: "theiT heart is d~vided'; decldelti to dose the prayer-meeting in a certmn village, 
now shall they 'be found· wanting;" ai\d· wanting theyareO declared that it s'hou1d not be, for she would ·be there 
in their assemblies for pr·ayer. In such a case a feeble if no one el-se was. -She was true to 'her word. and when 
prayer-meeting.1s an effe'cf; 'as wen as a cause of dis- ,the neJOt :mornling some one s'aid' to. her rather jestingly, 
union, and tHl this is altered we -may expect to see more "Did you have a prayer-meeting last night?" "Ah, that 
and more o'f "the divisions 'Of Reuben." Prayer !is a we did," she replied. "How many were ,present ?':' "Four," 
grand cement; and'laek of prayer is Hke withdrawing the ,she said. "Why," said he, "I hear'd' that yOJI were there 
force of gravitation from a mass of matter, 'and scatter- all alone." ··No," s'he said, "I was the only one visible, 
ing it into so many separate atoms. Some churches are 'out the Father was· there, and the ,Son was there, and 
feeble all Found; the mem:bers are a race of invaHd~, a the H()ly Spirit ~as there, and we were agreed in prayer." 
body of infirm pensIoners Who can hardly hobble about' Before long others took shame to thems'elves at the eam
in the ways of godoJliness. They have no Hfe, no energy, ~st ·perseverance bf 'a poor old woman, and soon there 
or enterprise fo.r Christ; ·and· do you wonder at it when wa~ a re~ived prayer-meeting and a prospering church. 
their meetings for prayer are so scantily 'attended:?' In I have heard of a negro who was found sitting out the 
some places where there are good, praying people the I time of service all a;lone when his coloured brethren had 
prayer-meetings ·are badly attended, oe<:ause certa'in long- grown cold, and prayerless; in his case also the rest were 
winded' brethren spoil them. I know a church which is shamed into fresh energy. 'I beg you, then, to maintai.n' 
endowed with an 'excellent deacon, a real, godly man, ibut th'is ;holy ordinance even if the 'attendance should have 
he ~i1l pray without ceasing at every meeti·Q,.g, and I dow'indoJed down ,to .two or three. Surely a C'Q.u·rch, if it 
fear 'he wiU pray the prayer-meeting down to nothing he a church of IOhrist at all, must fee:l.the rebuke ,which 
unless he is soon taken home. The other night wh'en he would be giv(:>n Iby your persevemnce: Oh, never-let us 
had talked for ful1 twenty minutes he intimated- hoth to leave off praying unitedly for a hless'ing! -Solemnly settle 
heaven and earth that a].].'he had said was merely a pre- it in your hearts that the fire upon the altar shall never 
face, a drawing near as he -called it, and that he was then go out. As for me a.nd my church, we wi:ll 'serve the Lord 
gdi!lg to .begin. None of his friends were pleased to. re- by maintaining ·this sacred exercise in fulI vigour; and 
ceive ,that 'inform'a'tion, for they had begun to cherish I beseech all other believers to come to the same resolve, 
the hope that fie would- soon have d()ne. They were aN or; 'if not, there will be dreaTy d'ays' for the church of 
too sad'ly aware that now h'e would pray for "our own Christ. 
beloved country", "from the ·que~m upon the throne to But now let us apply this to ou·rselves as "individuals. 
the ·peasant hl the cottage," ,t'hen for Australia and all ."Ye have not ,because ye ask not." I wonder whether 
the colanies, and then for China 'and India, starting off there is a 'brother here who has 'b'een tuggiing, a~d toi~~ 
afresh with kinlti'ly expressions fGr the YOU!l'g and for the ing, and struggHng for years after a certain thing which 
old, for the sick, for saiilors, and for the Jews. As' a seems fu.rth~r off than ever; and does' the reason of his 
rule, nothi~g was rea~ly asked for by this most estimab"le failure lie in the fact that he has never prayed· about 
brother, but he uttered several ,pious remarks on all 'these i,t? Do you wond'er, dear brother, that you have not when 
subjects, and· many more. It .is a g·reat pity when highly you d'O not ask? With one hund'redth part of your present 
es'tee~ed bTethren fa];] into the notion that they must trou'ble yO\! may obtain the desired, boon if you seek it 
deliver themselves of .long harangUes: 'the better the .men at the' Lord's hands. I mean even as to temporal things ~ 

, 
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i,t lis our duty to work for our daily Ibread, and to earn littIe, sometimes because it is too g.reat, and ofte.ner still . 
what· is ne'cess'ary for this l'ife; but do recollect that !because it 'does not .occur -to y.ou to ask for it. Is there· 
everything about a Christian should be a matter -of anyt\1ing about which \a Christian ought not ..to 'pray? 
prayer, because 'everything about a chHg: that ought to., Then 'be sure of this, it is Ii mat.ter iWHJh Which he shou:Id 
be the child!s business 'is his F~ther's ibusiness. If a "have nothing to do.' Mr: Rowland Hill, in his Village 
chH~ should: have a 'perfect father, that father. wouid be' Plalogues, proposes the composition' of a form of prayer . 

. iD'te'reste.~' to hear a'bout the chiI'd!s playas well' asa'boqt to pe offer~d' by a young ladYb.efore going ·to. the theat~e, .. 
the child's suffering. He would, take ·an interest in his and another' to be said when she ,returns from a dance. ' 

-, boy's lesson,;books at scho01, and eheer. hi~. in reference "·There." c·ries one" "1 call' 'that mere hypocrisy.' Who 
to ,the -little 'trials of his play-hours, for th'at which may ever heard· of praying i,p., connection -with such ~atters? 

. 'be verY,'little to ·a stranger, maY'be great to a father who It is.. preposterous." Just so, and :thu8 it is cle'ar that 
measures th'ings 'by h'is lQve to his child. ThQugh a'matter' 'these ;things are not for Chl'listians, for they must. do . 
might be little to the father, cQnsidering him as a mannQthing which they cannot pray. abou.t,· and it, :was to 
alone, yet since lit is great 'to' the 'child, 'and' the father exhi,bit . the incQD'grui'ty of stich actiohs that Mr. ,HnI 
puts himself intO' the child's place, his sympathy makes wrote as he did. A 'belQved brother said, the other night, 
insignificance 'impQrlant: I,have heard Qf a great king and I 'heartily ag,ree ~ith 'hini, that we ought not to 'pray 
,whO' was Qne day wa'ited UPQn by an ambassador, who 'anything tliat we could nQt"suppose 'Olir LQrd Jesus Qh,risi - .
fO,und him upon all f/?urs UPQn the floor, making himself pray:ing. 'Now, what right has anybody to u'se my ~a·ine 
into oR hQrse fQr 'his little son, He said to' the ambassadQr, in favour Qf that which he knQws I s'hoU'ld n,pt approve' 
"'Sir, 'are yQU a father?" "Yes, yQur majesty.' I am."" Qf?"This may test 'your prayers; If there is:, anything 
"Then,'~ said "he, "I will finish my game with my bQY, fQr tn'a,t Jesus wouln not ·pray for, do not d·ream of praying 
yQU will understand me." SO' 'he .. went on round and rQund 'fQr i't;, but. hu'mble 'YQurself for being' gunty of a 4esire 
the rQQm ,till -the little one 'had enjoyed his full sha,re Qf' which WQuld !he contrary to' "his p.ure and holy mind·. This 
romp, and: then his majesty turned 'to the ambassadQr, and rule wiH be an excellent guidoe to y'pu, for as you may 
sa'id, "NQW I 'am read'y to' attend, to ,'the af'fairs Qf sta'te." Qnly ask for that which Jesus would 'endQrse, so yQIl may' 
l"hQnour the king fQr thus'shQwing that 'he was.a man Qnly seek 'in your. daily life that....:which Jesus WQuid sup~ 
whO' had a father's heart. 'SO' our -heavenly Father takes port you in seeking. . Pray over' everyth'ing, and th.at 
an ,interest in the t:rifles which CQncern his children" if which yQU dare not pray over dO' not tQuch. YQU are pro-. 
they ,are such as Qught 'to' CQncern .th~m; and therefore PQsing'a new' course in business: well, go. and' pray over 
y~u need never fear to ten everything to' yQur God. Little it. Are you going to' "issue bills announcing. "an ala.rm- ' 
things 'are Qften more' .f:rquolesome than great things. ing s'acrHice" Qf your gQods? Can you pray over tl:tem? 
!fa tiny splinter Qf WQQd gets intO' yQur finger, it may You say that YQU win sell Qff "under cost price"; is it 
be more setiQus than a 'heavy 'bIQw, and even SO' a: minQr . true ,that ,YQU hQpe.tQ get 'a profit o,nall :that YQU sell? 
SQr,rQW may WQrk us grievQus i:II, . ,. Then 'hQW can you ask 'the :GQd of truth to' ,prosper your 

Ta'ke yQur da'ily troubles, wants; lQngings, aspiratiQns,: sales? This simple rUile, if fully fQllowed, would, wQrk a 
and endeavQurs to t"he Lord; fQr.if they are such as are 'revolu-tiQn ih· trade;' and tz:uly it sho,:!td be followed by· .• 
right and true, they shQuld be 'laid at h'is feet. "Ip. 'every- all whO' call t,he:mselves Ohristians .. Even in commer~e 
th'ing thy prayer and! 'supplicatiQn with than'ksgiving let men ;have nQt because they ask not: tpey think cheating 
YQur requests be made known untO' God:" Do you nQt to' he' a 'sure·r way of 'prQfit than .praying. Hepce evil . 

.. think tha't many d-esi:r:es of YQUr heart and many dQmestic practices arise, ·an-d at length 'beCQme, ·so.usual tliat they 
trQubles may cQntinue - the desires to' he unfulfilled and . IQse their effic"llcy; and' everyb.Q,dy al!lows discount for 
the trou,bles to' he unremQved - because they have nol them. 'Should nQt god'ly men ·in every case'set their faces 

. 'heen made tlie subject of prayer? "Ye have nQt because against dishQnest custQms? "Yes," says Qne,' "but they .. 
. ye 'as'k nQt." May nQt that be the case with many a mer~ WQuld be great losers." That might pe, and yet the LQrl,i 
chant. ,student, mother, or ,wQrker? Success .in' Hfe, CQm- is able to' ma'ke 'it ilp to them in a thQusand ,ways-if they 
fort, employment, health, friends qIay in some ~as'es be tried' the po~er Qf prayer. In' questions of business com-.· . 
fQund hy 'asking, and. mls'sed 'by neglect- 9f prayer. , plicatiQn, where there is a wiII to' do right there is sure. 

:C~rtainlY:'wilh regard! t() spiritual thIngs, this 'must to' be a 'wa~, 'an'do 'if YQU have ~~t foun~' out such a way I 
Qften 'be SQ. Pi. 'brQther ,has heard' Qf the h'igh joys Qf I mus't agam quote the text, Ye have not because ye 

.190d's "saints, and Qf the lofty places to' which t"hey have ask not.:' ., '" "7 . 

attained, so that they pass ,thrQuogh life as if their feet It may be that many a spiritual. thing fQr which you 
trQd lightly on .the mQuhfiliii tops: 'He sighs, "I wish Thad ·may pray wi,thout'doubt has never b~Qme yours simply 
their f~ii.th." How many times has that l;l.rQther sai9Ahe because yQU have never, asked f~r it. Is not th'at a pity? 
sa,:.,me! Let me speak ,to him. Have YQU ever SQught.this_ Wha't! .NQthing to pay; j;~eprice:less,tFeasure a ,~ree 
faith of 'the ,Lord? If yQU had once prayed fQr it, 'it 'grant, and yet.'1 have it.nQt'because.,1 dO' not ask for it! 
might 'have. been better than wishing fQr it a thousand Th'is is such a fQny as we do nQt see in commQn Hfe. Few 
times: peradventure ·strength of faith and elasticity Qf . 'people miss an alms fQr want of asking. Ou·r poor neigh. 
step have been denied'. yQU because yQU ,have not yetbours ·R-re· generally fast enQugh in begging. Poor frozen-, 
as~ed fQr th~:m. May ·there· nQt !be .a hund'red Qther bQons, Qut gardeners are Qut in' tihe streets PQu·ring o.ut t~eir 
which yQU have :missed b"ecause· you have never asked for cOIJ)plairit IQng 'befQre ,the ponds will :beara mouse. Fe,,":, 
them? Y'Ou have envied Qt?ers Who had' them,YQu have' need to be enCQura·ged to apply for cha,r'ity, ap.d yet whi!le 
picked hQles li.n their characters' in consequence, and you spiritual gifts 'are to' he had' for' the asking many h~ve' 
,have complained Qf the Lord for withhQld,ing .them, and nQt ,because they ask nQt. IOpen your J;llQuth wide, brother, 
all the while the secret 'Qf your spi.ri!tual poverty, has 'been and ask fQr a great'deal. Begin asking ~n ,real earnest,' 
this faet - "Ye h'ave nQt !because ye ask nQt." . an'd never ,let i,t be said that your spiritual poverty is 

'Sometimes yQU will not as'k ,because the thing is too yQur own fault: 

'11 
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If it is evet t~ue of us, "ye .'~'ave not ,because ye ask MORE BLASPHEMY FROM ROME 
not," what 'does It mean? H means tha:t there a·re need-' . " 
ful .spiritual hless'ings whic~ you do' not d'~sire. ,with all • IT liS well. k,nown~-that ~he. Church, of. Rome encourages 
your heart. In what a, wrong condition your heart must '. "the worshIp of the VIrgm Mary. Many are prohably 
be! When a person Ihas no appetite for. whpiesome fooil un~wa:re of tbe fad tha:t the ChurcJ:1 also encourages de
it is a sign of d1isease, and if you have no appetite fo·r· votions to, "St. Joseph", the foster father ,'of the Lord 
divine grace you must be sick ,in soul. Heal,thy children Jesus. ~ reader of THE GOSPEL WITNESS recen'tly sent 
have large'appetites, ·and God.'s c'hJld-reri when they are .us ,a copy of a letter wh'ich .has been sent out by .the 
heal1lhy hunger and 'th'irst after righteousness. Why is, Monastery of the Precious Blood- in St. Paul, Alberta. 
it we 'do not desire these precious things? Very often it It is almost inconcehr.a:ble that men 'shoul'd sodi,stort the 
is "because we' do not feel our need' of them' and what a plain teaching of -Sc,ripture. We print the letter below:--=
proud ignorance tha·t tis' which does not 'kn~w 'its need! ":0 'Saint J o~eph! How great is your glory ip Heaven! 
If you were to -look at yourself, brother, though you think ;Y qti surp'ass aU the ISaints in glory ~nd in 'beatitude!" 
yo¥,rself,rich ·and' increased· with good's, and needIng noth- Monastery of the Precious Blood, 
ing, you,. would ·.see that 'you ·are naked, and, poor, and Saint Paul, Alta., .1956. 
miserable. W~at a sad th'ing it is that you .should miss Dear good Friends' of 'Saint Joseph, . , -
priceless blessings because -you fondly fancy that you 'More than_ "in' past years, i,jj is a joy to' invite you to 
already possess them! OI.", perhaps, you' know your need, join u" in our hig 'Novena '0 our holy 'Patron, SAINT 
and 'a,re anxious -to 'be supplied, and' yet you do' not as'k J·OSEPH, which N ove'na ·wiH take place from March 10th 
,because you have no faith 'in Go.d· up'on the matt(,!r. How to the. 19th. How many reasons we have to show ·him 
long have you ~mown the Lord? Have y?U .·know~ him R our love and g.ratitude. T.he Year of Sa"i~'t ,Joseph 'has 
year? Is not thIS long· enough to have gamed confIdence? made, us 'know and love 'hlm better, How ,good he .hase 
There are many pers{lns whom you would rely upon 'at 'been to each one of us! How many graces received-! Dur
once, and hundreds Whom you could trus't wiPh untold in,g-'th;s Noyena,iet us pronounce his name often. A pious 
go:ld after 'having known them for 'a few hours. Cannot au'thor !'ays: "Wh~n the name of -Saint Joseph ,is heard' 
you thu,s trus-t Godl? How ~s it that 'you dare to doubt in heaven. all the angels 'and, aU the elect turn graciously 
him? What 'a sin 'it must '!be to distrust one'so faithful towards him 'to cong·ratulate him on his ·glory!"- Let 
and true!. ' " us ~o'in this celestial concert in order to glorify him 
, Or els~ it may .be that you do not douht either :God.'s Whom Jesus Himself has so grea·tiy honorell here below 
ab'ility or willingness- to help you, bilt .you. have grown a~d whom He glorifies much more now in His Heavenly 
.rusty in the 'knee; I mean out of order as to prayer. Kmgdom. . . . 
It is a very.great ev:il, when. this. is the case. When lOur Novena' will copsist again this year of 'nine ,days 

,have pa:ins in my wrist, or in .my foot, I have some hope o~ Masses hearq and communions received,. in .honor of 
of speedy recovery, but I am ·alwaYs . despondent when ou·r holy Protector and for your own special intentions. 
the wea'kness is in the knee; then it is a' very sedolls On the 19th, the 'Commun'ity Mas's wiH be said" in your' . 
'business. -0 'b!ethren', wel:I doth the ·Scripture'.say, "Con- ,name and our own,' to congratulat¢ Sa!int Joseph on the: 
1irm therfeEfule knees." If we are not at home in prayer favors receiv-ed ~y him .from . the divine sou.rce of the 
~veryth'ing is out of, order. He who goes often to a' Blood of~Jt;sus. ' " , 
room knows now to gain admittance, but·a st-ran'ger loses A pio?s artist has represented, 'Saint Joseph as sitti:p.g . 
;}IJimseif in the P3ssages. Fammarity with· the mercy-seat oli a throne of cloud:!t with the Infant Jesus on his 'knees. 
is a grea:t ,poinJ tin the education of it chHd· Of GOIl; be A crowd of persons, kneeling on ea·rth, lift their h'imds 

I., sure that you gain it. . toward him-·and present h'im the'i-r petitions. 'Saint Joseph 
'Beloved; let us wrestle in prayer; for un'told' 'b,lessings r~ceives 'them, on~ ;b.y one, sh?ws theI? to .the Divine. In-

. are to 'be had' for the as·king. As a church ,we .have heen fan:t and takes HIS Hand to ,make HIm-SIgn them, Just 
,special'ly f.avoured·; 'but we .have not exhausted the .possi- as a father who com~and's. His 'son. - Sueh is i.ndeed 
hilities of prosperity, or the resources of heavenly power. the roJ\,! 'and the C~~d'lt elllJoye4 ,by the holy !,atrlarch; , 
There is·a future fo.r us if'we pray. 'Greater .tMngs than he comm~n.ds, ,and~~~ays: Je~us o1:)eys. .g~mt Jose~h, 
these lie behind that cur,taiiJ.: no hand can, unvei:l them never wearI,es of hearmg hIS chIldren and conllng to theIr 
ibut the ·hand o,l prayer. The singular blessings which h~I'P. Let this. encourage you to. fill o~t your in'tention 

. have rested upon us' in' the pas-t· call, upon us to pray ;shp and send It to u~. , T:he~ 'shps .WI~l' ~e placed close 
the marked prosperity and' unity of .the presen:t il)vite us to -the tabernacle an~ .. '. qUIckly s'lgned by Jesus, you 
to pl'ay; ·and the hopes of the 'future encourage us to m~y he sure., 

,pray., Behold, th'e Lord says. to you, "As'k, and ye shal'l In the love ~n'd v~neration of our well-loved SainV 
receive." Brothers, sisters,' slack not your asking; bu,t Jos~ph, we remam, 
for the love of so~is multiply your petitions, and increase .Gratefu~!y and,devoted'ly yours,. ' 
your importun'ity. .. The '~Isters Adorer~ of the P.rEleIo,u·s Blood . 

..;' - I P .. S.-The constructIon of our -cloIs'ter wall has !been d'e-
. ~~c;---- cided upon, and the work win 'begin as soon as 

possi,ble. We have not'yet the necessary fund's, but 
Saint Joseph, our heavenly P,rovider,' 'has never 
failed us. We "beg him in praYer to render you able 
-to continue helping us. The ieast offering will be 
welcome. Rest assured, dear ;Friends and Bene
fact'ors of our Work, that the present l'i'ttle Com
munity and the future generations separated from 
the world so as to 'Pe closer to· 'God, win never 
forget you. 

GOD'S USE OF MEANS 
, That maniac nonsense about 'God doing his own work 
and our sittirigstiII. and doing nothing, ought to 'have 

, been ,buried ll.mg ago. I "know not h'ow to characterize 'it : 
it has done lis immense d-amage. We know that God 
has accomplished his own work; ,but he a!}ways has work-

, ed· and always will work with means. " , 
/' .. --C. 'H.-SPURGEON 

( 

. I 
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PRISONER'S TESTIMONY 

SOME month~ a·go Pll-stor Edmond'Itty fl"'om the French 
. island of Martinique visited Toronto and hrought 

a few words of g·reeting to the Ja'rvis 'Street congrega
~tion. As he spoke of gospel work on that island, he fuen
t.ioned' his la'bours among the prisoners a't Fort ~ ·France. 
The accounts which he gave were ·flhr.illing and, we asked 
him to s~nd us some of ·the testimonies· of these men. 

In speaking about the work in Martinique M.r. Itty 
writes:' ./ ' 

"Martinique is a French Department si'tuated in' the 
Wes't Indies in the Caribbean ,Sea -near Central America. 
This 'l'ittle country has been under French rule for about 
300 years, aftel"' having been discovered 'by Ohristopher 
·Columbus in 1502. The 'population. is Roman Catholic iby 
virtue of practices already.well 'known; several drops qf 
water on the head and ~ magic formula and aU ,became 
'Christians'! Therefore, one could· compare the I"'eligious 
situation in Martinique to that of French 'Cl!nada with 
its fanaticism, superstition, and devotion to the clergy. 

"Almost two years ago a work Was begun in the prison 
in Fort de F.rance where abou't forty men, mostly "young 
ones, coni~ ,to our meetings. ThertYare now many-truly 
con:v.erted ones among them, of whom some were the most 
dan~o~s crimInals in the island:. Bpt the Gospel ,has 
transformed them marvellously, and in such a way th'at 
the admnistration and 'the ·guards readily a.dmit that 
something has really-taken place in these .priso~ers. To
day they sing the beautiful Gospel hymns witih aU their 

-hearts. Theystud'y the Bi,ble and g,row in the knowledge 
of 'God in order to give testimony of their conversion to 
their f~milies. .Here is, then, better than an explanation, 
a personal stOi"Y of the convers·ion of one 0' the prisoners: 

. . . . I 

\ 

, 
I . 

you redeemed, conve·rted, having received the light and 
am drin'king at the pure fountain of the truth of the 
wa-ter of Hfe. When a prisoner a'sked' me to read' to him 
,the Hi,ble it 'seemed' to me that God was far away from 
me, bu't He was very nea.r and :knocked at the door of 
my heart. On opening the Bihle I recognized the great 
:mystery of .God. Yes, my bretih·ren, Jesus Christ has 

,: siaved me and all His wor:\rs are perfect. I am 'Saved !by 
the 'blood of the 'Lamb, I am delivered from ,the chains of 
slavery to sin, and ,by the reS\l.rrection ot the 'Saviour I' 
have an inherItance in the Hfe eternal. I am now 'along
side 'the source of life and His light l'ightens my sout 

"I am not saved .by the prayers of the' saints, nor by 
indulgences, nor by the confessional, nor by Mary. Jesus 
Christ is my .saviour and He 'is my joy, my .peace, and 
I know the angels' in heaven I"'ejoice because of the salva-
tion of my soul." - . 

(Testim~ny. given in the pr-ison, F;ebru~ry, 1956). 
Prll-yer: 

Oh, beloved Jesus, you have saved me, I know, ,by your 
. grace. I implore you to live al,w~ys in my heart, to give 
me power and, strength, to guide me in the rough waY'1 ( 
and be 'the 'Ji.ght of my 'life, to give -me the grace to live" 
;with you now and in eternity. 
" IOh, 'God, I do not wantfto be 'alo~e, all the only one 
saved, but implore you to save my ·parents, my friends, 
and my enemies. 'Giye them Ii. new ibeart 'and- the ability 
to. recognize the road to truth .. .Give thy help to our 
pastors to lead' other 'souls -to the Lord. 

SAM, 'r.HE HOUSE BOY 
, A Testimony From a 'Prisoner 

, Sam was a little native Africa~ ,boy who 'had fled for 
!'It is in Christ th.at I_come today, aftt:r -meeting Him his life when two neighbouring tri'bes were fighting 

face to' face, a~d WItness to 'my ~onverslon befor~ you. fu·riously. 'Sam, along' with a number of other chiIdren 
Born and ~?bzed. Roman Ca'~ohc" I am n~w 37 years and a few widows, reached another village and, were 
of age. I b~heved· 1D the Cathohc c?urch so much before,- given shelter and food at the mission compound there. 
my converS'Ion that I would :have 'gIven every drop of my :Missiona'ry King was in charge of the mission station ... 
~lo~' to advance ~he church, and' .1 wou.ld h~~e :gIven ~y He 'wa's in need of a boy to run errands and do many 
h!e ~ thousan~ 'tI~es ~ver ,to ~ur~her Its power and Its chores around the comp<?und. Out of .the group of b,oys 
dIgnlty. But, a:Jas, how I was mIstaken. who had fled f-rom the nearby villa'ge he chose Sam to be 
. "I was 37 years· of age when I ,read the ~ible with the errand boy because he was :hus'ky and'quick to learn. 

grea,t joy, and· my heart was 'filled with the beauty (jf the IAfter Missionary King had chosen an errand boy one 
WOi"ds of God ~bout justification hyftait:h in Jesus ;Christ. of the older boys came to h~m and -said, "I am sori-y you 
Weare aU sinners, my breth'ren, and. J esuS1 has come 'to chose Sam- to help you. He is not honest. He 'ta'kes most 
save us. Even the mo~t 'religious, as Nicod·emus, are every,thing he can lay h'is hands on." I 

ignorant of this new birth ~nd' its neces·sity. Jesus said, At first Missiona·ry Kiri·g .thought thatpe:rhaps this 
'Verily, verily I declare that if a m~n is not horn a'gain, was just a jeaIous 'act on the part of the older ib<>y because 
he shan not enter the kingdom of God.' 'He tha-t be- he had not been chosen as houseboy b,ut, when anotiher 
lieves and! is 'baptized is saved; but he' 'that believes-not came with 'the 'same news and even~.the women warned 
is condemned.'.. , , ibim, the missionary !began to wonder if he ha:d been too 

'~My brethren, I.have definitely left ·the road of the sin- h~sty in selecting Sam . 
ner .and I have set in order my life, pardoned my enemies, He was' fond of the native boy ·and-decided ti).at surely 
becaus~ God has also pardoned my faults. I follow now~ something could be done to correct .sam's dishonesty. "I 
the words of Jesus. and I practice His w~rds. The Bi·ble shall watch him closely. I think he will get over being 
says, 'libe 'baptized and you wiH receive the Holy;Spi-rit." dishonest,'.' was aB that he said to those who told him 
I am preparing -today to accomplish these things. The about -Sam's bad fault. . 
Bible is now the source of -my life, the light ·which :Jights As time went !by small posses'sions of the missionary's 
my 'soul, andthi's light wiU never go out. "\, . began to disappear, and· then things of greater value: 

."God' .be pmised' tha~ He saved me !before it was too . He was sure it was IS'am who was' ~'king the things, for 
late. It is by this dear ·and HO'ly Hibie and by the good. he was the only native'that canie inside the missionary's 
ness of IGod -that I am able today ,to' give this testi-mony I'iving quarters.. . 
wi'th joy that is unspea'kabl'e in my heart, and, to be among The mission services and Bible lessons had not seemed . , 
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to have, ,reached Sam's heart, in fact, he had not shown 
any interest in the meetings as the others ihad. One day 
the m.ssionary callen< ISam aside al'One. "Sam," he con-

, fided, "I have a grea't problem on ,my h'a~d.s and I want 
you to help me. Are you willing?" \-

"Y:es, S'ir," answered -Sam, proud. that -he was being 
caHed u-pon for some special duty. 

"For several weeks things have been missing around 
my living quarters. I have no idea where they are. Some
one must ihave taken -them. I would1ike you -t'O try" -and 
find out for me who has taken them and get them back 
if you pos-si'bly can.1 Taking things that do not belong, 
to you, is stealing and stea'ling is very Iwicked and dis-
pleasing-to God,." ... 

Sam's black eyes never wavered from the- face of -the 
missionary as :he -SpOke. "Isu-re' will find out an~ a1>:out _ 
them and get them bade, :Sir," replied the boy. -

IThe next day Sam came to Mis-sionary King with one 
of the missing articles. "Here, I have found one, ibut 
I ,have not found. out who took it." Then he asked, "Is 
God angry with people who take things ?" 
- "Very angry. He will punish all such wic~edness if 

-a person d'Oes n'Ot as-k forgiveness," explained Mission'ary 
King. 

" _ Another article was brought !back the next -day and 
Sam'-s story was: "I have found another of your stolen 
possessions, but I have not found who stole it." After a
moment's hesita,tion, -he --inquired, "How d'Oes a person 
get forgiveness?" 
- "Sam, to be forg-iven you must really -be sQrry for aU -
your sins and as'k God to forgive you and save you from 
s-in through the Saviour Jesus ,Christ who died on the 
Cross to pay the penalty pf our-sin." _ 

iMissi'Onary King opened his Bioble and after tumink 
, to Isaiah 55 :7, read it to -Sam sIowly.: "Let the wicked -

forsa-ke his way, and the unrighteous -man his thoughts 
and let hlm return unto th~ Lord, and -He will have mercy 
upon him, and to our -Gild; for he will abundantly pardon." 

Missionary King found 'another verse and read it. 
This was from Romans 6 :123: "FOr the wa-ges 'of sin is 
death: ibut the gift of God i-s_etern'al life tll'rough- Jesus 
Cbrist ou.r Lord." 

"Thanks," wa-s aH that Sam said and then went away 
thoughtfully. 

The day fonowing, Sam'came with an armload of things 
the m-issioD.'ary had- been missing. When Missionary King 
looked them over he saw that all the al'tieles had- been 
r~-rned. "You are a smart 'boy to find aU the stolen -
things _ and ibring them back, 'Sam, ibut did you find out 
who took them?" 

Sam -hesitated a moment then replied, "That ,is what 
I want to tell you about, Sir, I am the Qne -who stole 
the ,things. -I intended selling them. I am very sorry, 
-Sir, and want fOJ.'lgiveness and. I want to accept the 
Saviou-r that you preach about."-

'~You make me very happy, ~am," said Missionary 
King. 

.I _ They both knelt down beside the dhai~ and there Sam 
accepted Christ as his ,Savi~ur and God forgave him all 
his -sins. Sam ,became a new boy in 'Christ Jesus. 

EverY/body -in the compound noticed the great change 
in Sam. He went about singing choruses that the mis
sionary had taught t'he.m. He was Johnny-on-the-spot at 
every service and Bible class and he ,was interested in 
them, too. You see, 'Sam felt that God wanted Mm to 

, - , 

study and prepare himself to be a native .missionary to 
hi-s 'Own people in dark Africa who'need-ed forgiving and 
saving just like Sam had. " 

-The Evangelical Ch1'i"stian 

Bible School--Lesson Outline 
~ol. 20 Third Quarter Lesson 5-- July 29, 1956 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Lesson Text: Isaiah 35. 
Golden Text: "And an hi-gbway s-ball be there, -and a way, 

and ill; sha'l!l 'be ca:!led The way of Iholiness."-Isaiah 35 :8. 
I. The State of Joy and Glory: verses 1, 2. \ 

Part IcJf the Prophecy of Isaiah! (chaJpters 1-"39) contains 
-his genet;1d discourses (1-5),' an a:cCOU'Ilt of his commission 

(6), warnings 31gainst I'srael's llJlli'ance with Assyria (7--9), 
judgment upQn Assyria- and other nations (10-2!7),/warnings 
against Egypt '(-28-3-3) and the prophecy again Idumea,(clted 
as an example of the Lord's l'igihteous __ dea:!ings (34, 35). 
T-he Tem:1ini'Illg chapiters of Part 'I (36-39) a~ largely his-
'toricai. - ,/ 

This prophecy of rIsaiah (chapters '34, 35) follows the gen
era:! pattern of_'iihe Lord's d~sc;losure of HimserIf to His _-people. 
'r.he cmldren-o!f Israel were prone to foHowtheir OIWn devices, . 
looking Ito their pOlWel'ful neigihbours for aid when opp:ressed 

'illy their foes. But they "Soon discovered tha.t va.in is ;the 
help of man. - 'In answer. to rtfue -cry of the faithful remna.I).t, 
God intervened, judged 'iiheir enemies and brought His 'people 
forth from 'bondage. T,he joy of deliveran'Ce was theirs. _ 

As is the case with many of -rthe prophecies, the exaot 
aplplication of this one is not given. I t may be that ,there 
is to-be a douillie or triple fulfIlment, a partia:l and an uUimate 
fuUiilment. There- are those -who confine the message to 
flhe return fIf ,the Jews to the Iitera:l"'~and of Israel at the 
end: of the captivity or at _some future time, but the 'lanrguage 
of the two chapters is clearly me~horical, and whi'le in the 
Lord's Providence rthe prophecy may have a more locaa ap-
plication, one iean see portrayed: the -!blessed future state of 
the redeemed, rwhen delivered completely from sin. _ 

A wilderp.ess is a dry, desolate place and the desert is 
,barren .ground. 'But when- -the curse is remO'Ved-, _parChed land 
wiU have springs of water and' _the desert will become flour
ishing and -productive. 'Surely -1ftiis metaphor sugges'ts the 
revival whicl1 comes to 'illie hearts- of God's peoprle when sin 
has <been judged and'removed (Hos. 14:7). Ref-resh-ment, joy 
(Isa. 55:12) and spiritual prosperity foHow (Isa. 32:15, 16). 
The strong stately ced'are of Lebanon (Isa. 10:34), -the majes-
'tic 'grandeur Of 'Mol,lnt ICarmel nad the wondrous fertility of 
Sharon (Song of lSol. 2:1, laa. 6-5:-10) are cited as 'being illus
,trative of the ,glory given by the Lord to His own (Isa. 40:5). 
'.Dhis -glo.nr proceeds only from fffim.; it :is pestowel,i upon 
-others ,tliat they may in turn 'give I it !back to illieir LoJ.:(l. 
and Oreator (Isa. 42:5-8). - \ 
II. The Way of !oliness and Glory: verses 3-10. 

-E~"Couragemen't ,may. be ,g.iven to ithose who are weak -(Heb. 
12:i}2), £01;' the proonise of 'IlltimaJte victory over their foes 
is definite and 'cI1biding. The Loro' 'Himself will 'be -thet~ 
Avenger ('Lev. 19:18; Isa. 34:8; 63:4; Rom. 12:,19); He will" 
come :to their aid' when rthey are smitten iby the foe (Isa. 
40:10). 

WIlten -the Lord comes to deliver His saints, He wiH open 
rtheh eyes to see 'His truth (iPsa. 146:8; Isa. 29:18) and unstop 
rtheir deaf ears that they -may hear Him srpeak (Isa. 32:3). 
Those spiritU!ally 'iamewiU -have power to 'leap, and those 
who could not speak' His praises wiH have both the desire 
and the ability Ito worsrhip Him. When the Lord Jesus Ohrist 
came ,to the earth, He opened' 1ilie eyes of the -'blind in a 
Uteraa sense (John 9:6, 7), He unsoopped' deaf ears (J\fark 
7:32-'35), Cured. the lame (Matt. 11:1,5; 15:-30) and Joosed the 
tOJllg:ues of -theld'llmib (,Matt. 9:32, 3'3; 12:22). These mira'eles 
are -typical of the future restoration of ilihe spiritual pOlWers 
of_illhe redeemed (Isa. 32:4; 61:"1,2). 

Travelers in ,the desert are frequenij;J.y perplexed and dis
tressed: by mir~ges, 1ilie deceptive, illusive appearances of 
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~ . r-----------~~~------------~--------~-----I clear 1'1llkes caused .by the sun!s rays !being refl"acted .on the 
sand. But ,the r"efreshment of soul" in' the future 'land .of 
bliss will be real and everlastiIlJg; the perenniailSprings of 
eternal life wHl never faH (Isa. 41:18; 43:19; 20; J'Ohn 
7:3~, 39). ..,. • . 

. Those pHgrims .who !Would' pass from the wilderness of 
j;h~s earth to ,tihe land of fadeless day must trayersll the 
highway 'provided for them. It is rthe :holy wa·y,· the: w.a'Y 
of .holiness;.Jlo leper, no unclean :sinful one will have acce'ss 
to that 'heavenly l"ood (!oila. 52:1; J'Oel 3:17). It is the narrow 
,way ·(!M,att .. 7 :1'3-27), reser.ve6 for tliose. whose' sins ha,:e 
been pardoned and :removed (Rev. 21:27; 22:14, 15)'. It IS 
"the way of the Holy One"; ,the Holy One shal~ be with 
·them, lead,ing the redeemed ,from the City of Destruction to 
Zi'on, the city of God ([sa. 52:1'1; lHeb. 2:6-1'5). One need 

/ n'Ot 'be a' p'h'iilos9pher or schol'ar Ito tread'that prepared path, 
even simple ones need not miss the way (!Matt. 11:25; 100r. 
1:26-3'1) .. The LOM Himself is .the way (John 14:6) and He 
wiH be with them. Whosoever !Will, may come. . 

WalkiIlJg on a road through a wHderness may 'be dangerous. 
because of 'wHd animals, but they who proceed Idong the 
pathway -to Hfe. eternal WtH[ b~ safe, protected and preserved 
by the power of the LOM (John 10:28, 29). ' 

Just as the 'Children .of ,Israel, delivered fl'om their cap::: 
tivity in .Babylon, retu:rned .to -their hmd in joy, so shall the 
ransomed 'Of the 'Lord return. in unspeak~ble Miss .,to :brat 
he~en'ly Zicn, !lihe New Jerus'a;lem (\psa. 126:~; Rev. 7:17). 

. They sha;ll dwell {rorever with tJhe LOM in ;the land where 
. there is no sorroow, no nig.ht and no death (Rev. 21:1-4; 

22:1·5). 
. Daily Bible oReadings . 

. JU'ly 23-1Pea:ee in the Land 'Of God ................................ Isa..:32 
July.24-1llie Redeemed' S'h'all Return ....... , ... : ... ~.: ............ isa. 51 

··July 2·5---:J"0y.in tJ~e Iqity of Zion .. : ........ : ............... ;(Isa. 65:17-25 
July 2G---:ReV'l'Val m- Zion ................. , ..... , ............................. Hos. 14 
JulY'27-The N-arroow Way ..................................... Matt. 7:13-27 
July' 28-The lRiover 'Of Water of Life ........................ Rev. 22:1-5 
July 29~The 'Holy City .......................... ; ..................... ·Rev. 21:1-8 

Suggested Hy~ns" 
Wlhen !He oometh . 
. Blest are ·the ~re in heart. 
Who, who are·these? ' 
Wffth narps and with vi-ails. . 
Glorious things dfthee are s'Poken. 
The whole world was lost. 

HIS COMING 
He will not come, 0 careless world', to be sllighted and 

neglected··.by ~ou any more. 'Yet that company. wanted' 
not its gl'Ory. If the . heavenly host, for the celebraHon 
of his nativity, must praise God, with what shoutings 
willI angel'S and- saints at that doay pz:oclaim glory to God, 
peace and g'Oodwill towards men.? If a star must lead 
m.en .from remote' parts. of the world to come to worship 
a chiid in a manger·, how will the glory of his riex~ ap
peat-ing constrain all the world ,to. acknowled'ge his sov-

. -erei'gnty,? V,,:riding on- im ass, He enter J erusa~em with 
hosa~nas, with wha;1; peace and glory will' He come to
ward'S·-the New Jerusalem? I.f, when He }Vas in the form 
of a servant, theY'cry out, "What manner of man is this, 
that ev.en the winds and the sea: o.bey Him?" what will 
they say when 'they shall see :aim com'ing in his glory, " 
llnd the heavens apd- the earth Oibey Him? 

-RICHARD BAXTER 

TAKE IX TO .THE LORDI ".-
Cast your troubles where you have cast your sins; you 

have cast your sins into. the depth of the sea, there cast 
your troubles also. Never keep a trouble 'half an hour on 
y~)Urown mind before you tell it to 'God. As soon as the 
troub'le cOmes, quick, the first thing, tell it.. to. your 

. . . father. ,Rememiber, that the longer you take telling your 
t.rouble to God, the more your peace will 'be impaired. " 
The. longer the frost lasts, the more' likely/the ·ponds will 
be. frozen. . . "--'C. H. rSpURGEON . , 
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The 
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'-

of 

T orontQ. Baptist Semin~ry. 
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• Campr~he~8ive outline and description 'of- each 
COllll'8e·. 

• • Detlai,ls about· several importanlt. new sUbjeets 
to be offered. 

" 

• Announcement of new Christian EduOOJtion 
Course for ladies. 

• Pictures of flSCuJ/ty members. 

•.. -Complete Seminary dOctrinal stateuient ... 
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Prospective students 'are inVlited to send for 

free 'PI:DSpedtus today. Jf you know.of ·some· .• 
you'{lg peoJ>le who feel calied to >the WIOrk of t.he· ~ 
Lord, send u.S the names 'and oaddres8e8 and we 
w.iH forward tJhe i !proB'pectus. 
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Addres. a.U request. to: 

'THE BEGIS~ " . 

TOI"OIdo Dapd., S8miDarT. 

S31 Jam. St., TOI'GIlto ~t Oatuio 
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