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A. PREREQUISITE TqPOWER' 
-

"And though I kave the gift of prophecy. and under­
stand all mysteries. al!-d. all knowledge; and tIi"ough I·have 
all faith, so that. I could remove mountains. and have not 
charity, I am nothing. 

And though. I bestow all Diy goods to feed the poor. and 
though I give my body to be burned. and have not charity. 
it profiteth me nothing." . 

T'HE Christian is ever confronted with the temptation 
to take for granted certain fa~iliar ·passa·ges of the 

Word of God. Perhaps from childhood! these sections have 
been committed to ·memory so that. they could today be 
recited with no difficulty wha,tever, One is led to won-\ 
der whether. we 'are' not apt to -be acquaJnted witlvthe 
letter of these passages a~d at ~he same time -lmacquaint­
ed ,with ,the mighty trUths and the mind of the Spirit, . In ~hese first t}lree verses the apostle Paul presents 
F, or instanc.e, many .. of our .readers ,wou~d ·prabably:Qe several possi,ble alternatives to' Christian love and' 'as 

quickly as he mentions them, he dis·misses them as be­
able to repeat the twenty:thil'd psalm, "the Lord-'s Pray- ing unworthy of any prolonged consideration. It is im-
er", John 3:1'6 anc,l other favourite 'parts of the Bible~ .portant to note that he does pot. condemn these gifts 
It would ,be w·rong, however, to assume that, becauSe 
we ean r~ite ,these verses, we can learn nothing further but he merely declares that if they exist without accom- '" 
f.rom a consideration of th~, lndeed the. yery fact that pany,inog IChristian ~ove, then they are all futile and bar­
we can recite -them is apt to cause us to ski.p lightly over' ren: 'Anyone of them' coupled 'With the love "f Christ 
the wo.rd's without 'giv}ng m~ch thought to the deeper would be a.:migp,ty power for God:. 
meaning, ~s we further 'thought of these alternatives to Chris-

tian love, we realized that Paul mentions thre:e alterna­
,This is true also with regard' to the great hy.mn of tives that c,ouldbe d'escribed' as intellectncal, spiritu.al and, 

love, l-Cor·i·llthians 13, Because we meinori~ it in Sun- philanthrop'ic., He first notes that one may have a .great 
day School and, in some in'Stances in publi'C s~hool, we oratorial aQiIity so that he could' :vie' with .men and angels 

. can be carried away'with its poetic form or its.-magnifi- inex:pressing himself and although ,the a!bHity to ,reason 
cent. simplicity and: so forget;' that it is the .Word of God. d . . ~ "11 an' speak is a precIOUS boon t'\ the servant of 'Christ, 
This passage of the Bib1ed and all, other passages, WI. Paul regard's it as a ·positive curse ·if it is not accom-
have blessing ·for U!S only as we apprqpriate fftr ourselves 'panh~d 'by a love for Christ, for fellow .believers and, for 

'-the truths which are ensprined therein. . . the unsaved. Perhaps we could make some applJications 
For some weeks now we have been led to .consider that of this truth for' it obviously dOes not refer only to. 

familiar 'Chapter in llCorinthians 13 and: we woul~ invite. ability as a public spea'ker. The Lord imiy have blessed 
our readers to' share some of our thoughts on the hYmn some Christian with the.talent Of clarity ·in speech .. so that­
of love. ·May we not be deterred by. the fact that we may', he can make 'fine distinctions b.etween things that d'iffer, 
be ~cquainted with the words;. nor should we be extra- Truly this is.a blessing if it is motivated: and energized 
cautious mer.ely :because compromising Christians . and... ,by love; otherwise, it is "as sounding braS'S .01' a tin'kling 
modernists have pointed to this chapter to discourage be- cymbal." Or again, we have sometimes :been impressed 
lievers' in their cOntending' for the faith, It is our fil'm with the forth-right speech of some 'Christian and we 
co.nvi'Ction tha~ the teach,ing. of tliis chapter is sor<:;Iy have' marvelled at their ,ability to ex:pose error and to· 
needed today in e.yangelical cireIes, . As we proceed, let rebuke erroris:bs; let it ;be said that this is surely another 
us again remind' ourselves that. we are approaching the blessing if it is temper.ed with a lovely and Iov·ing spirit. 
Word of God. If it' is allowed to run riot without· the restraint of love,. 

.. . it is surely a means not of blessing but of contention. . 
I~ Alternatives' in Christian Love The inspired apostle' further declares that there are 

''Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
and '-'ave not'charity, I am b$:ome as sounding brass, or 
a tinkling cydlbal. .; . 

1 

spiritua~ gifts which are empty "if they d9 nQt have love 
for a -partner. .one marvels to hear these words fl'om 
the mouth of Paul - "And thou'gh I have the gift of 



~. 

., --------------------------------------------~------------------------------~---------------

) 

~ 1(194) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE' July 12, 1956 

prophecy, and understand all mY'steries, and all knowl­
edge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 

. mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing"! "Oh!"· 
we wonder, "can it be that Pau'l is depreciating preach­
ing, discernment, scri.ptural knowledge and faith 'itself!" 
The .answer is that he is not ',minimizing "these at all but 
he is declaringJthat even the greatest spiritual .gifts un­
accompanied by good, old-fashioned, Christian :love are 
in va"in, Th'e world! needs ~ore great preachers but it 
needs great preachers I who have hearts of love; the 
world- needs men of discernment in thios day of error 
'but we need discerning men who are motivated' by ~ove 
and not by contention; the world' desper~tely need's those 
who have acquired a sound' scriptural knowledge but 
let .this too be coupled, with charity; finally the world 
requires men of deep faith but let· it be,.a faith that· 
works ,by love. In short then, there is no real spirituality, 
if thfilre is no ijove, By all means, let us be ,precise and 

. scriptural hut let us heed the whole counael of God and 
unite with our spiritual gifts Ii s'pirit of love. , 

,Finally Paul' announces a phiijanthropic alternative to 
love and' he dismisses it as profiting nothing if it be \ 
unaccompanied by Ohristian love. The churches certainly 
h,ave ne~d of the gifts of God's ,people but they have a 
greater need, of men's hearts to .accompany their gifts. 
It is to be feared. ,that some believers like to make a 
big show of ·giving their small or la,rge gifts. Ministers 
an~' church officers might be tempted to honour aN such 
'but Paul views the matter from God's vantage point and 
d'eclares '- "T·hough II 'bestowall my goods to feed the 
poor, and though. I 'giv~ my body to b~ burned,.. and have 
not charity, it pr:ofiteth me nothing." To Simon Magus, 
wlio . so,tight to pu·rchase the favo'lr of 'God, Peter de­
clared- - "Thy money. perish with thee .. ," No true 
believer can be lost Jbut 'Christians may: fo.rfeit 'much 
blessing and rewa,rd if they rely u·pon even commendable 
philanthropic and charita6le acts that are not motivated 
by a heart of ijove. 
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Joy-love "rejoiceth nof in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth." 

Pe~ce--Iove "is not easily provoked" 
Longsuffering-love "suffereth long" 

-love "thin'keth no evil" 
. -'love "beareth all things, hopeth all things. 

endu,reth all things." 
Paul, then, concludes that there are no d'ivinely-accept~ 

ed substitutes or alternatives for Christian love. The 
very ,best and' choicest blessings and' a1bilities fall short 
if they d~ riOt wal kin 'Step with cha·rity. By all mean a Gentleness-love "is kind" 
we should exercise the gifts we, have, whether they be Meekness-love "vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up." 
intelleCtual, s'piritual or social, but let them be not the . :-lov~, "seeketh not h,!lr ~wn". I 

cold, dead expression of external duty; may they rather. Temperance (:Self Control)-love "doth not behave 
be the overflowing of hearts that bu,rn with love for. God .herself unseemly." 

and love to men! In the con,sistent_exercille of Chri!ltian' love, the beHever 
,II. Charac.teristics of Christian Love. brings forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

"Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; Several of these characteristics of Christian love call 
charity yaunteth not itself, is n,t puffed up, .' for special comment and emphasis. Let it be noted that 

"Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, . the love of which the apostle spoke, was not some empty 
is not easily provoked, th!,.nketk no evil: sentiment wh~h prompts one to remain' silent and pas-

"Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but. rejoiceth in the truth; sive in the ,presence of ~vil and error .. True love "re-
"Beareth all things, believeth all 'things, hopeth all 'joiceth' not in iniquity, but ,rejoiceth in (or with) the 

things, endureth all thln~." , truth." Christian love then' win not 'gag the messenger 
In verses four to seven, Paul outlines some of the of the gospel so that he cannot protest against error; on 

characteristics of Christian charity. As we examined the contrary, true love causes one ,to so rejoice in the 
these, we were struck with their similarity with "the glorious truth that he mfJ.8t refute that which is con: 
fruit of the Spirit" as outlined by the same' apostle in trary to the truth. .. 
Galatians 5 :22. ' A closer. review revealed that the char-' One other characteristic of Christian love caugnt our 
acteristics of iChristilt 10ve as given in 1. Corinthians 13 attention. ,We read that Christian . love ~'thinketh no 
'are' identical'· with the fruit of the 'Spirit a's given in . evil" or "doth not impute evil". (Young's Literal Trans­
Galatians 5 :·22! For the sake of brevity we list here be- lation). In other words, love' does not lead us to be sus­
low the fruit of the Spirit and the descriptions f,rom the picious. Christians wouqd' do well to remember this for 
hymn of love which fit each of them. it is so easy to acquire a suspicious men~ality which re-

Love-the whole-section (verses 4-7). g~rd'S everyone as an 'enemy until" proven otherwise. One 
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would 'sometimes think that ·Christians subscri'be to the 
French law which starts with the assumption that the 
accused is guil'ty and that he must prove hjs innocence. 
True sp'iritUlality will not cause .us Ito be susPicious ~ 
brethren and' to impute' all conceivable motives to them. 
It La ,lamentable if;o Ithink 1lhat !tJhe work IOf ithe Lo,rd should 
he retarded not because of obstacles placed' by the world, 
but b.ecause of Christians who are suspicious of each 
other and who have refused to obey. the Word which 
counsels D's.to impute :no evil to each other. 

We could comment on ea-eh of the separate character­
istics of Christian love but space would for-bid. Let 
each reader examine the 'passage again and note some 
of . tlhe far-reaching, !p1"aetiQ!rl impli:cations of the con-
siste~t exercise of this indispensable spiritua~ trait. 

III. The Enduring ~ature of Christian~Lo"Ve 
"CharitY,lIA!ver faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 

.they shall fail; whether-there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be kinowledge, it shall vanish away. 

For we know in part. and we prophesy in part. 
'But when that which is perfect is come, then that whieh 

is in part shall be done away. 
When I was a child, I spake all a child, I understood as 

a child, I thought as a child.: but' when I became a man, 
I put away childish things. . . 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then f8A:e 
to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even 
as also I am known. . 

And now abideth faith, hope" charity, these three; but 
the greatest of these is charity." 

, Paul· concludes this inspired eulogy of Christian love 
by declarin'g that Christian love is eternal. He' does not 
entJi·rely discoun't other ·gifts such as prophecies, 
languages and knowledge but these he. sees as being trans­
itory. In con'trast to them, lo'Ve is enduring. Conclud·ing 
his remarks, he declares that three abide - faith, hope 
and love 7"" but the greateSt of !these i·s love. 

Why. is ·Christian love enduring? It endures because the 
very incarnation of love is now enthroned. ,at the l"ight 
hand of the majesty on higlt: Our salvation has its source 

-UNION OF METHODISTS AND CATHOLICS? 
"What are the team's views on the proposed talks be­

tween Anglicans and Methodists on closer unity? How 
far' would the members of the team be prepared' to :go?" 
These questions were addressed to a British rad·~o pane1 
which included Dr. Donald Soper, prominent leader of 
British Methodism. Dr. Sope.r's ,reply w~s - "What is 
desperately needed now is that Christians of every d~ 
nOmination, and Roman 'Catholics es·pecially,should make 
the .strongest efforts to worship' together. Methodists, 
should know 'the Mass, just. as I hope Roman Catholics 
should 'know something about Methodist love ~easts.~' 

AUSTRALIAN WEEK OF "PRAYER"! , . 
From Austra1lia comes word of an unusual week of 

"prayer". The program, whi-eh" has 'been circulated to 
"'practically all recognized denominations" calls for the 
foIlowi~g pray.ers:-

Monday--':For the Roman. Catholic ·Church and for the 
Orthodox churches .. 

Tuesday-For the Church o'f England and the Angli­
can·Communion andl for the Lutheran' churches. 

Wednesday-For the Presbyteria,n churches 'and' for 
the 'Congregational and the 'Ba'pti"st churches and the 
Churches of Christ. ' 

Thursd'ay-For the Methodist churches and the Sa'lva­
tion Army, the 'Society of F.riends and otherl Christian 
groups. 

IFriday-For the Jews. 
To what lengths will these religious' triflel's go? Ap­

parentlyihey are determined to gather every Christian 
denomination, every -heresy and all false religions' into 
one ,bj.g group. 

'jIll "the eternal love of GO<l and in the lives of those who TRIF~NG WITH ETERNITY! 
are saved; the Lord desires to see mirrored' something 
of that love whicp saved them. An unlovely Christian ~Ias! for thee, that thy pulse .should Ibea.t. a march to 
is a poor ad'VerHsement of the gospel and can be a hell. Alas! that yonder clock, like the muffled d.rum, 

" stumbling-block to los~ men. shou1ld be in the music of the. funeral march of thy' soul. 
\ Alas! alas! that thou shouides-t fold thine" arms in 

. IV. Some Afterthoughts . pleasure, when the knife is at thy heart. Alas. alas! for 
The Biblical view of Chri·stian love must be seen in thee, that - thou shouldest sing, and ma:ke merriment, 

relation to the whole of scriptu,ral truth. On the one when the rope is about thy neck, and the drop is totter­
haIid there are. those who would minimize it in the in- ing under thee! Alas! 'for thee, that thou shouldst .go 
ter.ests of their own cold, sterile orthodoxy. On the other thy way, a:nd live merrily' and' happily- and yet be lost! 
hand, are those who would so diqute it to make lOVE: to 'Thou remindest me of the silly -moth that dances. 'round 
'become a cheap sentimentality which tolerates anything about the flame, singeing itself for a while, and then 
and ev~rything. The Christian will espouse neither of at last plunging to "its death. Such art thou! Young 
these extremes. ' The first one produces suspicious, :p~ari- woman, 'with ihy butterfly clothing, thou a·rt leaping 
saic, contentious individuals who fairly bricstle with i/lit- round the fiame that shall destroy thee!. Young man, 
terness; :the second produces weak, anaemic, emaSculated light and frothy in-thy conversation, gay in thy life, thou 
souls who must sicken every honest man.. But Christian art dancing to hell; thou art singing thy way to damna­
love coupled with deep convictions cd,n . work reool?,(,tions tion, and promenading the' road to d·estruction.. Alas! 
under the blessing of the Lord. Let us speak the tr.uth alas! that - ye should he spinning your oWn winding­
in love! ·sheets; that ye should every day by your 'Sins be build'ing 

your own gallows; that by your transgressions ye 'should 

·And now,. Christians, should we not put u'p that peti­
tion 'heartily, "Thy 'kingdom come"? "·The iSpirit and the 
-bride say, Come; and let him th~ heareth' and! readeth 
. "say, 'Come." Our Lord .hi,mself says, "Surely I come 
q·iIickly; Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!' . 

-lRICHARD BAXTER 

.be digging your own graves, and working hard -to pile 
the fagots for your own eternal ,burning" Oh! that ye 
w.f!re wise, that ye underrstood this, that ye would con­
sider your latter end. Oh! thatye would flee from the 
wrath t9 come f 

-'C. H. SPURGEON 

I 
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JarbtS. 6tr~tt_·_J~lpit-~. 
. . 

'PEACE, PERFECT ·'PEACE 
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

. . . 
Preached 'in Jarvi'S .Street Baptist Church, Tor~nto, Sunday M,ornin~: August 10th; 1980 

(Stenographl~h' Reported:) . . '" 

'~ou wilt-keep him !in perlect peace, w!hose mind is stayed on thee: because hetrustethin thee."-Is:aia:h "26:3. 
.' ( I· . " -

\ " ,,", 
THERE is nothing ~e world needs more than peace . ./ in his own' s~rit, - w~thout re~t. or peace wit~in. Th~re 

,Some' years ago, shortly after the war, when Mr. are elements 'of .the mmd, ,qualIties of the mmd, WhIch 
Bonar I:.aw led one political party in England during a must ,be in harmony with each other. A man's reason 
general eleciion, 'he declared that the need ,of the world must:be In accord with.his judgmen~, and both in 'agree­
at that hou·r 'above al~ else, was a period of tranquility. zpent with. his memory, and these in' h.armony, with his 
That is always the need of·the world. Whether you view affections, and all in tl,me.with conscience. '. -
life in its larger intern~tional relationships, whether you And then, what, of hls ;record?' No mim"can ,be at peace 
think of the natio~al life, or of a. lesser community, the Who ignores yesterday, because the 'book may be opened, 
'hou'sehold, or only of ·the individual, we aU need peace. ,and something may: come out of therbook. All of life may 
And my text tells you 'how we may have it~ "Thou wilt be. set 'awry by that which happened ,testerday. A man. 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: can nev.er divorce himself from his ~cord. :r ou cannot 
because" - you know how you ;read it ·generally - "be- say, "I am living for the present; I care 'nothing about 
cause h~ trusteth in thee", and you swallow. ~he last·word, the past." You muSt. care about your .past. You are .to.-l­
and lay,/the' emphasis upon the "trust". "Thou wilt ke,ep day the product of your pa~t. To~day is, what ~t is because 
him in perfect peace, whose mindl is stayed, on thee: be- yesterday was what it was .... and,all the yeste;rdays before. 

- cause he trusteth in THEE." . We cannot :break up Ute into unl'elated ~ragments after 
l'\ that fashion, 'and say, "Ill.ave resolved that I will live 

I.- for to-day, and forget all about the' yesterday's." The bank 
WHAT IS INVOLVED' IN THIS PRICELESS GIFT OF' PEACE?' will talk to yoU about that, or any 'other creditor" any 

What do we ·mean by: ,peace? 'What is it to tbe at peace? other tbusiness ,man with whom yoil ,have' had comrilerce. 
What is it nationa!lly? Merely 'the absence of. war? Is The obligations of y~sterday intrude upon the peace of 
tha,t ,peace? Russia is not at war, openly; but she has to-day. A .man has to consider -the relations, of 'the ele­
not peace because, although she does not know it, she is' ments of his own being if he is to.have peace. 
really at war with all the fundamental laws of li~e. ' And he has to be related to his fellows. You cannot 'live 
There cannot be I"eal national peace that is not founded to yourself. You may think you are 'very independent; 
upon just and equitable laws, ~aws th3t are designed to 'but even the most indepenqent man i~ related to others. 
secure the "life and li'berty of such nations as are sub- A man 8aY$ tQ .·me, "I am a very careful driver. I have" 0*0 

- ject to them; and laws which are so administered that pever run into anyone ,else's car. I never hurt anybody 
p~ople ,may po~sess the means of ~'j~ying life and liberty. on the road. :But it is not of myself I am afraid: it is 
Peace, as a matter of fact, is not a negative quality at what the other man is going to 'do." Quite soi And' we - , 
all. There cannot be peace in the 'indi~iduallife mer~y are all on.life's-higp.way; andl ypu have to 'consider what 
by the elimination of all' distu.rbing factors. Peace is the other .man is going to do, whether you like it or, not. 
som~in'g ~ore than the placidity of, a stagnant pool: Sometimes you have to consider what your wife is' ,going 
'someihing more than shelter from the wind. Cert;ainly it to do; !because if you: do not. you may be in danger of 
is more than the presumptuous complacency. of i~orance. being to'ld what you must· do - if y~u have got a good . 
We shal1 not be/ at peace !by merely avoiding that which wife. No man' can live to himself. The lives of other. 
would effect a distul"bance of the' elements of .life. The people are factors in your· mental state, in spite of every-
peace of the text is described as "pe;rfect peace", "peace, thing. . 
peacej

" the margin says: . "Thou wilt keep him in peace, AIrd you;r. c1rcumstanc~s! You are ·not the 'maker of· 
peace, perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on ,thee." And your circumstances. You think you are! You cannot call 
8uchpeace we need. ' down the rain, when you want it, 'Can you? 'The poor-

But you cannot have peace unless life is true ·in all its w.eather 'man lias ,been blamed a lot lately, .- of course 
relationships. A man Cannot ~ave peace unless he' is I kIiow' facetiously. The fact is, circumstaritial1y,' we are 
almost a paradox.; unless he is.rightlly related to himself. not s~vereigns at all. We si,mply have to put up with 
What a complex world you are! If for a moment you things. Spurgeon' used to say it' was useless to expect', 
forget your ne~ghboul"S" and forget your circumstances, people to be converted wi th cold feet. ,He was arguing 
and think on'y of yourself, and of the elemEmt.s of yQf1r for 'a little care in places of public as!Sembly:. The Bi'Me 
()'VI."Jl being, very often you will find that a man ,who seems says it. is not of much use to tell a·,mail that you love, 
to have nothing in his circumstances, or in his relation him if he has not had his breakfast, and you make no 
to his fellows ,that would ma~ his happiness, is troubled provision for his dinner;" no use to say "Be' ye ,!'armed 
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and filled". .our circumstances, may be at war with us, 
and we have no peace of mind. . 

Then; of course,' there is the still higher relationshlp. 
How can .a man ,be at 'peace 'Unless he is right with God? 
How· can a man find rest of spirit unless ,he knows that 
his record illl clean? and that all that comes under the eye 
of GodJ and is exposed to His omnivident gaze....is made 
right. "There 'is no ·peace, saith ,my :God, to the wicked." 

You see, then, peace is far more than an a'gg,regation 
of negatives -.:.. no poverty, no hunger, no thirst, no want, 
no ,pain, no war, that is not peace. 'P~ace is something 
va'BtIy more than· that. And! in view of that, who can 
give peace but God?, Who can bring this d'isordered, and 
ill-ibalanced life to a state of peace and harmony.? W~o 
can ,relate me .to my past, and to my future, and to my 

. circumstances, and make me superior· to them? And to 
my fellows r I think sometimes they 'are very awkward. 
And they wou~d,say, if they talked back to me, i'That is 
perfectly mutual, sir". And! who is going to bring all 

,these discordant elements. into agreement with each 
other, and bring the mind of the individual into such a· 
state that he 'has peace, peace: that he enters into that 
tran'quility of soul so ·greatly to be desired? Peace is the 
gift of ,God. 'Peace of conscience, peaee of mind, 'peace of 
heart! "Thou wilt k~ep him in perfect ,peace." ' 

at the 'breakfast table. That cup was in his hand' to do 
what he liked. And we mUlSt just be like that in the hand· 
of 'God. It is all nonsense! A cup is a non-thinking, non­
volitiona'l, inanimate thing: it has not any will of its own, 
any: feeling of Us own;'any poWer of thought. I am ndt 
like that. You are not like that. [go to some man, and 
say, "You must npt think about to-morrow." But he says, 
"I am bound to think about to-molTOW. My obligations 
will possess :me to-morrow. I have my duty to perfor,m 
to-morrow - my duty to my family, my dJl,ty to my em­
ployer or employees, duty in a thousand different aspects 
faces me. I am bound to think a~,out to-morrow. What 
is the use of telling ,me not to think about to-morrow; and. 
just ~et to-morrow take care of itself?" "Oh," but yop \ 
say, "that is just what the Bible saY'S." The Bible does 
not say anything of the kind. The Bible never ,told any 
.man to cease thinking. Nowhere' in the Scriptu:re are 
we told not to exercise the powers of mind. That is just 
exactly what we are admonished to do. And when we· 
come to a thinking .man with twaddle ·of that sort, -"be 
passive now, be passive" - the man says, '~I ha~e a nlind 
that is active; I have an 'imagination; I have a, reason; 
I 'have a heart, a will, I have got to think!" Of course 
you have to think. God would not have given you a 
mind if He had not intended you to use it. You are 
bound to th'ink. But you say, "Is that not exactly what 

• II. we read together this morning, ':rake therefore .no· 
W~LL NOW, WHAT IS TH~ METHOD? If'it· comes from thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 

God,' how are we to 'possess tMs peace here described as thought for·,the things of itself. Sufficient unto, the day' 
"perfect peace"? ilS the evil thereof'?" We are not to take. thought for 

I think sometimes we imagine that we s'haH have peace to-mor,row ·perhaps; but we are to take thought. We 
of mind ,if only we could cease f.rom ·thinking. 'Somebody are not to cease from thinking, and find'tranquility of 
says, . "I ,did not sleep very well last night." "Why did soul in ,mere mental sta,gnation. The 'silence and peace 

, you not sleep ?'~ '~Oh,. I was, thizrking too much." "WeU, of the wilderness, or' of 'Ule cemetery, is not ·what is 
why did you not count 'the sheep going through the 'gap." promised here, , 
You know a certain gentleman was ad'Vised to do that not "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind" has 
long ago in one of the comic strips - Now do not look ceased to, think? No! Here the text assumes that aU the 
s'hocked, as if you dId not read! them, because you do! faculties of the mind are operative, all ~e powers qf 
'Somewhere about two or three o'clock in tne morning he the mirid' are concentrated upon one object: "Whose mind 
is represented as coming out to the landing and caning is stayed on thee." 'Our trouble is not that we think, but 
to his wife, '''VV'l>ha:t cotpes after a million?" When the that we think about the wrong things: not that our minds 

, mind is going like' a runaway: engine, 'and you cannot are occu·pied, but they are ~cupied with the wrong sub­
, stop it, you cannot 'Sleep, you cannot have 'peace awake or jects. Instead of thinking of to-morrow we are to think 

asleep, how troubled we are! How shall we get peace? of the ·God of to-morrow. What is the ·antecedeni verse 
In the thought of many, peace is a state of mental re- of the verse I have quoted: "Take therefqre no thought 
pose, inactivity:, 'Somebody .looks very wise, and very fo-r the .morrow" '/ It does not tell us to do nothin'g. Listen: 
pious. . He corp,es along to the man who is bowed down "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous~ 
beneath nis 'burdens, and s¥lY'S, "Do npt worry". We'll, it ness" - let that be the first thing ....:.... "and all t~ese 
is easy to say: that. It 'is like a doctor coming in to a' things 'Shall ;be add'ed unto you." You attend t() G~'8 
,man who thin'ks he is sick, or a woman, and says,''You business, and He will attend to yours. You ,give Him the 
have ;been overdoing it. You have 'been working too hard." firsf,place, and' He will not give you the last. Stay your 
-I think if 'I were a dOctor I woul,d earn a ·r~putation ,.mind, not ilpon the problems of to-morrow, but lipon' 
for 'great sagacity, ,by making that discovery! -' A mail Him Who has power to'solve all the problems of to-mor-. 

, comes. who does not do ~n ho~est day's work f()r a m'onth" J!C1W. Let the mind be enlarged, and as active as you· 
and he tells him that he knows he.:is overdoing it,and like, . whose imagination, 'whose reason, whose memory, 
he needs to go away for a rest. \ I know a lot of people' whose jud'gment, ,whose affections, whose ~onscieI\ee, 
who are "overdoing th'ings". I do not know what it would' whose will, are all stayed upon Thee. .. . 
be li}ce if, they· were, to "undefdo" them. I would, not like I w.onder can I make it simple? Did, you ever dr~am, . 
to keep some of them on, my. payroll ~f I ·were their pay- when you were wide awake? Did you ever dream of Pe~ . 
master. No; we' slia]l not have peace by telling each 'ing rich. Did your .mother, ever ta!lk to you' a:bqut 'Wha~ 
other not to woi'ry. "Now ,you '!pust :tlot think about she was going~o- do for you-when her ship. ca2}le home. 
t9-morrow." "You must not think ,at, all; ~~ust let ~hings. I remember when 1 wanted to ,go to the. seashore, to: see 
go, and just rest on the pr~mise," 's~~ebody says. You tha~ ship come. I thought it waS r~1. r thought th~J;'e ' 

. will not 'get pe.ace that way. That isilot what th,e ~exf was a modern ship of Tarshfsh that had 'go~e to Ophir 
sa~s.· That is not hoW peace ~~es~ , . for. gold, and tlJat it.would surely, surely".co~e home 

I heard a 'great preacher ,once talking about surrender· some, day. That ship is rather overdue, so far as· I am 
to the Lord. He spoke of the cup in his hand,' as he sat cionc~rned!, Whether ii lost Us'sails, or whether. the\,en-. 

; . 
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gine did not work, I do not know, but it has not come to 
port yet - and I do not suppose yours has' either. But 
what a' lot· of Ume we have spent dreaming a'bOut what 
we would do! ·Then we should have peace, should we 
not? Then we 'Should have no difficulty at all! Then all 

I . obstacles would he OVE\rcome! But it was a ·phantom ship 
that never came home. . 

And you ha·ve given your imagination .play. Listen: 
"Thou wilt keep him in' perfect peace" whose' imagina-. 
tion is stayed' on Thee! Now what do you' need? Let 
imagination have wings, and let it fly as far as you Hke, 
i.t is ·not possible 'for any m~n to exaggerate the greatne'8s 
of IGod. There is your shi·p; there is your Treasu·re 
Islarid', there are your mansions, there is yQur. great for­
tune, there is the long-lost Ibrother that you have been 
waiting .for. Let yqur:' imagination .be s'~ayed on Him. 
T.ry to picture what 'God is' like, and .when you pave drawn 
the picture, then Ibring your little business into

r 
the li-ght 

Qf that picture. Do you thin'k it 'is very difficult for­
God to look after you? 

"Thou wilt keep' him in perfect peace" whose reason 
is stayed on Thee. You 'know the Christian religion is 
not an un-reasonable thing. Faith is' not unreasonable. 
Faith is a1bove rea'son. 1 have often said to you faith is 
not reason in its infancy, but reason grown to be a man; 
nay more, reason grown to be an angel with wing·s, to' 
fly into heaven itself, andchal-lenge the world with such . 
a question as· this: "Why should it be thought a thing 
incredli:ble with you, that 'God should raise the dead'?" 
'Nothing unreasonable in that! Postulate God, and any-

~ thing is ·possib'Ie: Let yOUi"' reason - if you have any '­
,be stayed ort Him: F·ind out any. gr,ound. when you think 
of 'God, for unbelief. I remember one night being at 
sea ---'- I am a fairly good sailor; I do not-'know anything 
about SE.'a sickness, at sea ,- b-tIt one night I was rest-

my ca.-res into the Ught ot His, mercy; all my difficulties 
I mu'St weigh over against His power; all my sins over 
a·gainst His grace. 

Had 1 time I could talk to' you about memory , and 
rem'ind you how the Psalmist said, "I love the Lord, be­
cause he hatli heard my voicl'l apd my supplications. Be­
cause 'he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore wiN J 
can upon him as long as I live." 'Think of all the times 
God hws helped you th,rough :' - - I 

~'Each sweet Ebenezer 
1 have in review 

Confirms His good pleasure, 
To help ~e·quite through." 

I do not 'believe He wiFI leave me in the middle ·of the 
sea. He brought me out that He .inight ,bring me in. 
He always does. ' And so you see all the difficult.ies. the 
prO'blems, - whatever you like to -call ,them, - ot" life 
are to ,ibe 'brought to Him; and because he trusteth In' 
Thee, his mind is stayed on Thee; and ibecause his mind 
is stayed on 'God, he has nothing to worry about. ' Peace 
is a positive thing; ,peace is the resul-t of the harmoniza­
tion of aU the contrarieties of our -natures, all brought 
into cooperative actton, -bringing the whole man to cast 
him!lelf upon God. He does it with intelligence, with' 
affection, with all the strength of 'bits w.iIL "That is the 
pla£~ to stand," he say/- . • 
~ 'Out there in the lawn· I notice there. is something.go­
ing down in -the m;iddije. We bu'ilt it up once or twice. 

. I do not know what there is there, but after it was 
watered 1 was Ilooking over it the. other day and 1 put 
my foot on it, and, it would not bear my weight: and as 
I d,id not want ta go through ·to China I stepped off. I 
knew that was no ·place to stand when the earth was 
giving way. And do you 'know the 'Christian finds a 
good many sinking sands. But when he has summoned 
all his powers at last, he saY's, 

'~On Chris-t, the solid Ro'ck, 1 stand" -
and he has a standing place - -.' 

"All other ground is sin-king sl\l1d.", 

'Can you say it? Man of 'business·, take this'-,.simple sug­
gestion to the of:(i-ce . to-morrow with you! .Pray before 
you leave in the ~()rning, and when you get to Y{lUr 'office 

. less .. I wa~ not afraid - I got over that when' I was 
a -child. Eve:ry:bod'Y had gone to bed, and the decks were 
clea·red, and the Ji.ghts were out, and the moon was shin­
ing.l dressed and' went out on deck - I w.ent for a walk 
- and I climbed the stairs up to the top d'E!C'k where the 
;boats were. I looked up at the bridge, and I saw a man 
walking baek and forth there; and I loo'ked away up to 
the crow's nest, and I saw there was' a man up the.re 
on the lookout. I heard the th:rob of the engine, that 
mighty throb, throb. And I wa1ked back- and forth, and 
looked oyer that" 'great 'Ship of thousands of tons. I said, 
"I wond~r how many times this ship has gone across the 
sea and back?" I knew something of its age, and some-

. thing {)f the number of trips it made every year to New 
,York, and Boston, and Halifax; and I -counted up pow 
. many .... times it should have -been across the sea. I went 
out to the .bow; and' I just :looked' over, and saw it going· 
through, dividing the waters; and I could still hear the 
throb of that engine. And do you 'know, that ship sE.'emed 
to say to me, '"What are you doing u.p at this time of 
night? I am looking after you. Go back to bed!" I let 
m¥ reason work.. I" had crossed th@ sea many times. And 
the captain on the 'bridge, and the watcRman in the crow's 
nest, and the engineer, all were doing their part. The 
chart was inthe chart house,. and the helmsman at the 
lJ,elm. And I said, "Why shou~d I stay ~p. I ,am not 
helping this thing. 'Good bye!" And 1 went'back to bed. 
and went .off to sleep, perfectly comfortahle. 

'. say "IGood mornIng" to the Lord a secend time. Say, 
"Thou 'art to tbe a .factor in my 'bus;ness to-day. ·God is 
with me;' my mind is stayed on Him"; and you will have 
a smiqe for everyone. You will find that all.the wheels of 
the day have been oiled, and your faith in God will be 
the lubricant that will ca.-use all friction to disappear . 
And when the evening shadows fall a1bout you, and the 
day is done, you will say, "What a wonderful day I have. 
had!" because you had' Godl with you. . . \ 

. Lei ·your mind ,be 'Stayed on 'God! .Summon all your 
powers and tell me one reason why you should' ever waste 
an hour worrying, while 'God' is looking after you? That 
is what this text means. It means that I must bring a~l 

. . 

"My hope is 'built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteo~'sness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, . 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
AU other grounq: is sinking-sand." 

THE VALUE OF A SOUL' 
Did you ever think of the value of a' ~oul? A.h! ye 

haye npt heard' the howls and yells of hell; ye have not 
heard the mighty songs and hosannas of the glorified; 
ye have no notion of whateterp.ity is, or e'lse ye would 
know t.he value of a soul. -C. H. SPURGEON 
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" Towards Christian -~nity In Canada" 
Al\10NG Pr~testant~ the.re is an. i~cr.easi~g volume' of· 
, talk on the subJects of "ChristIan umty",. the ecu­
menical movement and ·.ol"ganic church union. This talk 
is' no longer confined to international conferences 'for 
it is common today to hear the man on the street discuss 
the suhject. What. Christian has not been asked some 
question such as - "When will all the churches unIte?" 

The Church of Rome officially has remained aloof from 
the various conferences whi-ch have met to iiiscuss these 
and other allied; themes. Despite Rome's rejection of 
Protestant overtures, there are sUII many ecumenical 
lead'ers who'- mourn the fact that the 'P,rotestant bodies 
are 'separated from the papal church. Like rejected suit­
ors, . these churchmen pout over the ~ope's spurning thei·r 
plea. 

I 

the Jesuit's ,picture of Protestantism as being weak and 
convictionless hut again we must concut' with him for 
present day Canadian -Protestantism is anaemic and' in 
many instances is s'imply instii-tultionaIized Unitarianism. 

The Catholic threat and the accompanYi~g general. 
weakness among the majority of P·rotestants present a 
challenge to Bap,tists. Let us Iboldly' call men back to the 
rElal basis of spiritual unity - the Word of God. In an 
era characterized by laxness in belief and' .behaviour, -let 

. us dare to sound. forth our scriptural message.' As souls' 
are won to Christ and, as New Testament churches arise 
t~eI:e is laid'a so"lid basis for Christian unity in Canada. 

, 
Do We Really Need Pui"pit Clowns? 
EVERY true' mi~ister of Jesus Christ will a~knowledge 

Becau"se . the Roman Ghurch' has. rejected the overtures that he has a' part in the greatest work in all the 
of these zealous ecumenicalists, we were amazed- to learn world. Can mortal mind, conceive a greater labour than 
of the recent pU1b1ication of a book by a Jesuit priest, that of standing befo~ men, beseeching them to be re­
"T-owards Christian Unity in' 'Canada" (published hy conciled to God ? No man in his right senses would rush 
Palm Publis'hers, Montreal.) :Could it be that the Church blindlY into such an office without noting the solemn 
of Rome was actuaHy il1terested in· the ecumenical move- implications . 
ment as it related to Canada? Was there a possibility Th~ aspiring preacher of the gospel of g·race of God is 
that the day would; dawn when the representatives of the taken aback when he consid:ers the qualifict!otions which 
Angli-can Chu.rch, the U»ited ,Church, the Presbyterian t.he ~ew Testament presents as be'ing indispensable. in 
Church' and' the Baptist churches might sit at a cOI)fer- the work of the .ministry. At this .moment, several obvious 
ence ta!ble to discuss the union of "divided- Christendom"? qualifications come to mind - the preacher must be con~ 

A . reading of the book revealed' that .. Rome's formula verted, he mus~ b~ a man of- ·p.rayer, one who is apt to 
for unity was d simple one .which required no "give and teach, on~ who walks witp rGod, one who has a shepherd 
take" conference.s. Her solution to a "divided Christen- heart and' ope who does the work 'of an evangelist. The 
dom" is simple _ "Come back to the l\Iother Church"! thought of few qualifications is enough to cau'se one to 
The Roman Catholic position is faithfully set forth _ exclai.m - "Who is suffi-cient for these things?" 
the Church of Rome 'is the one Church founded by 'Christ., INowhere in the Bible do we read tha:t the pastor is 
the successors of Peter are he~ visible head's, she ha.s kept to be a p~lpit ·humorist. :Scripture is silent on this matter 
in its enti.rety the divine revelation, all Protestant bodies but in evangelical circles· there seems to be a feeJ:ing that 
arl,! schismatic and, have broken/away from the one holy, the minister of the gospel should be a glorified religious 
apostolic,Catholic Church. We cannot agree at a11 with entertainer who can amuse the unsaved. We truly feel 
such undiluted- nonsense as "Father" Beaubien presents - SGrry for those ultra-E'piritual souls whose face is never -
'Q.ut we do' admire his conviction for it stands in such adorned with a' smile; indeed',. we seriously wonder whe­
contrast to the vaccilations of spineless Protestant .re- ther life would 'be beara·ble if "the Lord had denied us 
ligion~sts. . the ahi~ity to laugh. Nevertheless, the pulpit is not the 

place for would'-be clowns whgse -chief aim is to entertain 
In hi,s Foreword to :tbebook, Bishop J. C. Cody of Lon- saints and sinners wi'th large doses of thei<f homespun 

don. Ontario, reveals that the RGman Church favourably -humour and" small doses of the gospel. What a "petty 
views the ecumenical movement as presenting an oppor- conception of his calling must lead a man to trifle with 
tunity for the Church to remind men that she is the only such solemn maters· as life, death, heaven and, hell!' 
true Church. He declares that Rome s'hould utilize "the I 
sincere though confused desire for religious un'ity" for 'Not for one moment wOJlld we advocate a stiffly formal 
her own end-s. A'gain we must agree with the good an!! chilling service that is rpono'tonous, routine and de­
Bishop for the mod-ern ecumenical movement is actually pressing. Our objection tp fo.rmality, however, does not 
preparing the minds of Protestants for union with Rome. lead us to countenance that type of service which consists 
Since the desire for one world" church has been 'realized in innumerable trivialities, chatty running commentary 
in the 'Catholic Church to- a greater extent than in any and stale jO'kes interspersed' with prayers, se·ripture read­
other bod'y, it is not d'ifficult to believe that the ecumeni- ing and a message. Deliver us- from 'bo"th the formalist 
calists of tomorrow wil1 be in, the Roman camp. If they and the budding enterta'iner! 
consistently follow their convictions, they should. indeed . If the Lord had inJ.ended to' esta'blish an order of pulpit 
join Cardinal Newman and, others in their trek to the downs, He would/have mentioned it in His Word. Sin-ce 
Imperial City. there is no mention of these humorists and since they 

. 'are positively detrimental in the .gospel work. we mu~t' -
·Father Beaubien, in the -book, expresses his conviCtion . conclude that even the churches of the twentieth century 

that the tHurn-ph of Rome in Canada 'is assured. He sees have no need· for pu).pit clowns. 
~rote8tantism- as weak and lackin,g. in conviction and 
positive belie~fs. lie issues a call to -the. Catholics of the 
country (forming 46.1 per cent o~ the population) to win 
their Protestant neigbbours and, friends to the faith. 
There will be some a.rdent Protestants who will object to . .. . '. . 

IStudy' God, in his Son, in his word, in his. 8ai~t8, and 
in his wor1cs. 

-RICHARD BAXTER· 
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Wor~ing 'Out .Wh,at. ,Is' ·,Worked .. -.In 
'. , A'Sermon by C. Ii. Spurgeon 

"Work out your oWn salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which workeih 
in you both to will and to_do of.his good pleasure."-Phiifppians if. 12, 13. 

\ , 

July 12, 1956 

I HAVE frequently heard these word,s addl'es'sed to an incomp'lete, thou'gh guar~nteed! to ·be .brought to perfec­
iindiscrimiIi!lte audience, anftit has always struck me tion. The fil'st part of our salvation consists of a work 

that· they have thereby been twisted from thei,r right for UB,· the second; of a work in us. The work for us is 
-meaning. These words; as they stand in the' New Testa- ·perfect - none can add thereunto, Je&us Christ our Lord 
ment, eontain no exhortation to aU men, ibut are directed; has offered a complete atonement for all the offences of' 
to the people 'of 'God. They are not intended as an ex-, his peOple. He took his people into union with himself, 
hortation to the ul!converted; they ar~, as we find. them and by: that union they became, entitled to all the merit 
in the 'epistle, beyond aU question add;zoesse~ to those . of his righteousness; they became partakers of his· ever­
who are already saved through a living faith in the Lord lasting life, and inheritors of his ·glory. ISaints are there­
J"esu'S ChrlsiC ':No proof can be'need'ed of this 'assertion, fore saved comPletely so far assuibstitutionliry .work i's 
for the whole epistle is directed to t'he sain:ts; it' begins, concerned. Such was the ·meaning of those majestic 4eath­
"To all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, . words of our Lord, ,"It is ~inished." He had finished 
with the· biS'hops and deacons;" and 'the, .verse before us transgresslon, ~ad~an end of sin, and brought in ever­
contains withi.n :Uself conclu:sive evidence that Paul'was lasting righteousness, and thus·perfected for. ever tlr"em 
not speaking to unbelievers, for he calls the ·pers~ms a·d- that are set apart. ,Now with the work of Christ we can-' 
dre.sse~ "-my,beloved~',and he 'SayS of them "As ye have not intermeddle; we are never told to work that out, 'but 
alw:ays obeyed, not as in .my presence only," but now' to receive it by faith. The ,blessing' comes "to him that 
much .. more in my absence"; he was therefore writing tcr worketh not, but believeth' on him that justifieth 'the 
persons who had been obetlient to the gospel; but al~-true ungodly";' Justification is' not at all by human effort, but 
obedjence springs from. saving faith, an,d he was there- ,by the free ·gift Qf God. The second part of' salvatio~ 
fOi"eaddressi·ng those who" th,rough faith in Christ, had . consists of a work in us- this is the operation of ·God 
been rendered obedient to the gospel commands. To dbedi- the Holy Ghost .... ,A.s ·many as were rEl.deell?-ed by the blood . 
ent pelievers he writes, "Work out your;own salvation of Jesus, are also in due Upte renewed! in the spirit of 
with fear and trell!!bliD'g." It .may ·be right to use a text· -their minds. 'The Holy Ghost hi regen.eration descends 
apart from the connection, and I will not venture :to cen-' into a ,man, and, creates in him a new nature; he does 'not 
sure those who have dealt so with this .pa&sage, but it 'is . ·destroy the oIld, that remains still to be battled with, and 
never right to attempt to draw authoritative doctrine' to be overcome. Thou,gh the nature which .the :Spirit im­
from a ~ext apart from: 'the context, aDd. therefore noth- plants is perfect in its 'kina and in' its deg~e, :yet it is 
ing can ,be drawn from the text 'before us in reference to . not perfect in its development. It is a seed which needs 
the duty or to the power of the unconv.erted, see'ing that to work. itself out :into a tree, it is an Infant which re­
from its connection it is tied, and boun'd to those who are quires to grow into the statu·re of a perfect man; the new ~ 
saints in Christ 'Jesus, and to thoSe who were and 'still nature has in it all the elements of entire 'perfection, but 
continue to "be obedient to the gospel which P·aul pro-' it need,s to be expanded, -br~ught out, ·to u'se the words' o,f 
claimed·. If we sometimes looked a .. little more to t'he con- the. text. wrou·ght out with fear and trembling, God hav­
nection of sentences, we should be 'kept. from very dan- ing. first worked' it in, it b'ecomes the business of the 
gerous .errors. The Bible ought to be treated in conform- , Christian life t9 work out the secret inne:!; princhlle til1 
ity'with common sense, as yo~ would use any other book. it permeates the entire system, tnl it overcomes, the dId 
If you took the writings of any author,' however carefully nature, tiil it', in fact; utterly· destroys. inbred corru·ption, 
he might express him!lelf; if you picked out a sentence and' reign,s supreme in the man's every part; as it shall 

, he.re and a sentence there, you might make 'the ~an to do when·the Lord takes us to ~well with hi-msel~ for 
say what he. n~ver believed; nay, even make him to be _ .~ver.· Und.erstand' iJIen, it i!! not at all to ~he me.diatorial 
the !Supporter' of opinions which he abhors. So it is with '. work of ,Christ,it is not .at all with regard to the pardon 
the Bi·ble: if you pay no. regard ·to the c()nnection anll of our sins, or the justification of our'per~ons tha.t P~ul 
',general run of the passage; you m:iss' the mind of the speaks, 'but only with ,regard, to our inner spiritual life. 
Spirit of God', and rath~r thrust your own ,mind into . He Sl!-Y:S of that, '.'Work.it out ·.with .fear and trembling,· 
God's w~rd~ than bring out God·s mind from the word·s .For it is <;}od' that .wo.rke~h in you." , -
o! .~e Holy Ghost. The exhortation before us is solely'. This morning I a,m sure t shail hav~' your attent'iort 
gIven to the people of God, and, I feel it to be.more than while. r shall note first, the matter. to be worked out: 

, my fonscience could endure to f~rce it into any other 'secondly, the mOdel to be woiked to; ,thi,rdly, the'spirit in 
·sel'Vlce.To as many a~ are obe~Ient to .the ,gospel the which we are to work; and~fourihly, the great encourag6- . 
word ~~.\the Hol~ Gho~ comes thIS ,mornIl!g, 'Work ~ut ment which is .suggested in the text for ~uch work-t'ng .. 
your ·own salvatron 'WIth fear and tremblmg. For 'it" is . ' . . 

./God that worket)t it} you." I . " '. • L. THE MATTE~ TO BE WOR:~{E:i:> :OUT, is spoken 
J In a certain·~ense. the salvation of ·every .person who . of in the t~t as "y,;mr own_ ~!l-lvation". I' 

bel~eves in Christ 'i's complete, and complete without any· ,Every Christian is to be. a' worker for the good and 
,,-working out on his 'part, seeing ·that .~'it i's' finished," and salvation of others. ·It is very doubtful whether. a 'man 

we are 'CQmplete in Jesus. Observe that tiiere are .twoknow~the'Lord bj.mseI'f'un:le~s,he desires·'to·extend the 
p&rt,l of our s~lvation~ ~e one complete, the o~er' as yet . 'bound'aries of the Master'il kingd'Om, bu': on' no accoupt 
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is any Christian,tO think that he can safely. neglect the and develoPing the mine of 'grace which 'God has wrought 
- interests of his own soul. '·Work out your own salva- in us. 

tion." Your 'Charity mu'St tbegin at. h'Ome, You ought to "Y'Our own salvation," the te~t says, and that is cor­
seek the spread of the, tru-th, 'but you must first kn'Ow .'rect enough~' Holiness is salvation. We are not to work 
the truth yourself, and y'OU ,must daily seek to under- out our salvation from the guilt.of sin - that has been 
stand it better. You are bound to attempt the .reclaim-· done by Christ: we have now to wor.k ou-t our sa1vation 
ing of the wandering, 'but y'OU must take 'heed qest you from the power of 'sin. God has in' effect worked that in 
yourself wander, for however unselfish you may 'become us; he has !broken the yoke of sin in our hearts; it lives, 
-and God grant that you may have 'such 'un'Selfishness and str!}ggles, ando contends, but it is dethroned, a'nd, our 
-yet still itt ·is. a law· of natu.re, and' equally a law of life.is to be the cont'Htual overthrQ.w and dethronement 
grace, that you shpuld'see to self""Preservation; indeed, of sin in our members. A man may be saved from the 
if ';ou neglect this, you wil~ tbecome utterly. unable to .. guilt of sin, and yet at ,present he may -not be 
do aught for the' salvation of other people. "Work out altogether saved :Ill'lonit' the po:wer of pride; for in­
your own salvation." Ploughing another man's' field; stance, a' s'aved man' may .be defiled by being purse­
suffer not you'r own to lie fallow; :indicating to ~nbther pnoud,' or proud of his 'position, or of his talents: 
the mote in his eye, d'O not permit a beam to Iblind,)Tour- now the 'believer must, 'with fear' and, tremb1ing, 
self. You ,preach again'st the -sluggard,qet n'Ot the thorn work out his sa~vation from that most into.Iera!ble evil. 
and the this,tIe grow in your own gard'en. You testifY.of A man may be the subject of a ,qui~k ando hasty disposi­
the medicine which Christ can give, but physician, ,se~ to tion, he may be often angry without a cau'se. My'brother, 
it that thou art thyself heale:d: T·he first. business of your salvation from sin is· not complete until YQU are 
a Christian man should be to ,see that all hi'S own graces 'aaved from a ~bad temper; and day. by diay, with s'Olemn 
are in a vigorous condition, that repentance always weeps ,resolution you, should work out' your salvation from that. / "­
for sin, that faith alway,s looks t'O the cross, that patience I migh,t take. any IOl'lm of' besetting sin, or anyone of 
b~comes str~:mger ,to bear her eroS's, that hope's eyes are' the temp~tioD8' which come from tne world, the flesh, and 

. clear to iQehold the.'c'Oming ,glory, that to faith we add the devil, and in each case bid you labour for salvation 
courage, and. to courage ,patience, and to patience broth- from its bondag.e. Our business is to be continua}ily 
erly. kindness, and to brotherly :kindness C'harity. We arefigib.ting for liberty from sin, contending earnestly that· 
neyer to sit d'Own,' and,. fold our· arms, and say, "My life- we may ~ot wear the shackles of aD:Y infirmity, that we 
work is over; I am saved;. I have no pilgrimage to make may not lbe the lbondslaves in any s1m'pe or form of the 

. to the celestial citt;· I wa-ge no war for 4riving out the works of the devil. Working out by vehement' efforts after 
Canaanites." 0 beloved, the time of rest will corrie· on . h'Oliness our entir!Ldeliverance 'from sin that dweHeth in 
the hither side o~ Jordan, but as yet it is for you to press ..:;us, and from sin tha~ conteIJ.d'S without us-: that I be­
forward like the racer whose .prize is not yet won, and lieve to 'be the great .business of ,the Christian's life. .I' 
to watc~ llike a warrior whose conflict is not ended. Your have '.!teard it said that the good sculptqr, whenever he 
own salvation is your first concern. sees a suitaMe iblock of marble, firmly believes that there 

\ The text speak!,! of working ou:t ."your oWn salvation." isa. 'Statue concealed within it; and that his business is 
Now, the matter to be worked out is a something which '- ibut to take away 'the superfluou-s material, and so unveil 
the text.tells us is at the same time worked in. We may; the "thing of 'beauty" which shall be' "a joy f'Or ever". 
safely' defy anybody to work a thing out' which -is not Believer, you are that block of lIlarble; you have been 
first in. God, we are told in the" Recond' verse of our text,' Quarried by d:ivine grace, and-. set apart for ,the lIfaster's 
worketh in us, therefore it is that w~ are to- work the "service, but we cannot see -th~ iIIUll'E! of Christ. in you 

.J inward toward,s the outward. We work out, ,bring out, yet as we could wish: true, there a're some traces. of it, 
educe from within ours'e·]'ves.to our. exterior life, that some dim outlines .of. what is to be; -it is for' you, 'with 
wltic'h God constantly works in us in the interior secret the chisel and the ma~let, with cohstant endeavnur and 
recesses of our -spiritual ibeing. An unconverted man can- holy. dependence uponG.od, to work out that image of 
not work any good 'thing out, for there. is nothing worked 'Christ in yourself, till you shall be di'scovered Jo be by 
in. If ;he works' out tbat which is within apart from all men li'~e unto your Lord and Master. qod' ,has sketched 
what Godl has wrought in Mm, he will naturaUy work out .the i,mage of his 'Son in Y01,l,;-"in the as yet but slightly 
that ,which is of his own nature or of the devil, strife, carved mar.ble he has fai.rlY outlined it, and you have but 
enVying, 'murder, and I know not what. Work out the, to go on chipping away these sins, infhcmities, and, cor-­
hu'man heart, 'work out what nature has worked in, what ruption's, till the fair likeness of the Incarnate 'God, shall 
the devil has worked, in, and you work out the hideous be seen'bt all. You are this day, ChriRtian, like the seed 
criminal, or else the proud and self-righteous Pharisee; of Israel in Canaan. You have not to escape f·rom Egypt: 
but, believer, there 'are better 'principles in y'Oq, and you ' yOU 'are already free. With a qigh hand and with an out­
are to see to ~he education - perhaps that is the word - stretched arm 'G~d has set you free from the PharaQh 'Of 
to the working out from within your own soul that which your sin; you have 'a}.ready passed through the wilderness 
God has Wrought in, you. You have faith, work it· out· of your conviction'S .:,- the fiery serpents and 'howling­
then, act like a believer, trust God' 'in diaily Ufe. You wilderness are all over now; you have .crossed the river: 
possess the- incorl'llptilble s.eed: bring. it out . then: let' you are a saved' man. Jesus the Joshua-is in commantl: 
·Your.Whole conduct be incorruptibly pure and heavenly .. he reigns and rules in your spirit. ~ou have not to,figh~ 
'Y'Ou profess that the Holy..Uhost d:wells in you, and he your way towardis the land -. you are in it -.for we 
d:oes so if you are:a 'Christian; well them, 'let your whole that have 'believed do enter 'into rest. But what have you 
conduct' be saturated, with the sacred influence;' . let' it now to do? Why, you have to exten'd the kingdom with­
be yours to lead' the heavenly .'life of one in whom dwel1s . in yours~lf lby routing one nation of sins after another:' 
the Lord· from heaven. Be you Christlike, inasmuch as you-have, in the power of the Spirit, to ha,ng up' your 
the Spirit of Christ ~weneth 'in you:' "This is the matter corruptions b'efore the lightof.the sun - to destroy them 
,to be attended'to then, the bringing out, the working out, utterly, and: let not one escape: for Canaan will never 

" -

• 



• 

10'(202) THE GOIVEL-WITNESS and PROTEST ANT ADVOCATE July 12, 1956 

be a ,.place of rest to you tm you have driven away the o'~serve them. On his return, the scout said. "It is true 
Canaanites; and shall live in the ~and without a'ssociation the dogs are many, &ut there a·re not many mastiffR 
wiih sin. This is' the maHer then to which you are a,mong them. They are dogs of so many sorts one can 
earnestly invited to attend .. May the Holy ·Spirit grant hardly count them; 'and as for the mQst of them," said 
you grace never to forget it so long as you live. he, "'they are li;1tle dog'S, wMch bal"k I~uddy Ibuit cannOt 

. . . \ !bite~ HovV'ever, 'this did not cheer me so .mu·ch," said 
1'J~' \.second:IY, what is THE MODEL. TO BE WORKE,D the woI.If, i'!aS tJhll9, tha't, 'as they ~me maroMng on, I 

/ ()Ibserved they were all 'Snapping right and left at one 
·Every artist requires some pattern or idea in his mind another, and I could see clearly that though they all hate 

to which he is .to w9rk. I mU'st 'peg to refer you to the ',the wolf, yet each dog hates every other d'Og with all his 
chapter itself. Taking the text according to its connec- "f 'I 
tion, Paul has been urging the people here addressed t~ ·, .. heart. I ear it is true sti '1, for there are many proKess- , 

I ors who snap right and left, followers of JeRus too, when 
be "Hkemind'ed, having': the s~me love, being of one ac- tJhey ,had 'hErtter save ,thei'r ;j;eeth foOl' Ithe wolves. I'f ou'!" 
cord, of one .mind;" in which four exp'ressiJns we have r enemies are to ibe put to confusion, it must be by the 
the same idea. Pauq· would have all 'God's people to be . d ff f II 
unlJ,n:imous; he would have them think atike _ that fs umte: e orts 0 a the peoPle of God'-unity -is strength. 

The Lord send purity and unity to Zion, and then- woe t,~ 
the preci'Se interpretation of the Greek - he would have ,they gates, <> PhUd'stia! The sltandard of Judoo's Lion 
them hold: the same vi'ews, ·receive the same truth, contend shan lead the way to certain victory w~en the divisionR 
for the same falitlh. He would Bve 'bhem 80S much 'alike in 9f Reuben are healed, and' Ephraim ceases to envy. her 
heart as in head. They are to 'be all found in the same 
love, not some 'loving the rest, but each loving all, and not sister. Hea:l our divisions, 0 Lord, so shall we tread down 

our adversaries in thy stren~. ' 
even a singlle person .exempt~d; every: soul flaming with 
the sacred fire. He would! have them knit together in The next verse gives us al),other rule for guidance in 
every saered en'ter.pri'8e, being of one aceoro, or as the our sacred statuary, as I shaH can i-t; it is humilia.tion. 
Greek has it. of one soul; as though instead' of a hundred "Let nothing be done through 'strife or vainglory; l;mt in 
souls enshrined in a hundred persons, they had but one lowliness of mind let each esteem ·other ·better than them- , 
soul incarnate in a 'hundred bodies. He would, have' all' ,selves." Speak of great wor,ks that have 'been achieved 
the-'people of God to'be fused! into one race, made to love by engineers, bridges cast over ravines, mountains bored 
each other, in fact, with a pure heart fervently. Now -.:here is a ~orkfar more tremendous, and which no man -
by this maY'we tell whether we are becoming Uke our might venture -to attempt if it were not for the encour­
Lord. What i'S our standing today towards our fellow agemenit lthaJt.eGod :has already wrought in him: Noth­
Christians? If_there be strifes and divisions among you,. ing is to be done ·through strife. ·But how much of 
you a·re carnal and wal'k as men. From whence come divi- religious service· is f~om top .to bottom carried out in 
sions? 'Come' they not from fleshly passions? Brethren, strife? iSometimes one sect wi'll seek to 'increase it'self 
if you ca'nnot· work with your .fellow believer8; if you merely for the' sa'ke of becoming larger and more influ-

, cannot feel a 'love toward'S your .fellow members -- you ential than another. Do Sunday-school t.eachers never· 
may, perhaps, feel jus-tified- 'in, 'keeping aloof from them, - try -to get good: classes and- to ohtain conv'ersions that 
and s-peaking' after the manner of -men and 'before men, they may be more honoured than others? Doe·s that never 
your ,iustification may be a good one - but, rest assured, enter the classroom?' Do street ·preachers never wish to 
were you fuUy developed in the divine life, you. would preach hetter than othel's, and in order that they may 
have enough patien~e to 'bear -with the infirmity of a _ win more applause? I know,this from 'experience, that 
brother, and: to ov~look 'his errors;' you would have the spi·rit of strHe may easily enough corne into the pul-· 
enou·gh grace also to overcome your own . infirmities, pit, and that the minister may ,be ·sseking to outrun Ms 
wl,tich may, after all, be the rea'l cause of the division. neighbour when he thinks he is filled' w.ith zeal for qod. 
B-rethren, when we set up d'ivel"S opinions, one of us must The devi'l has had a finger in the building of many .pla&!s 
be wrong, therefore we are not complete in knowledge. of worship .. The people 'l)ave striven with one another, 
When we set up divers policies in a church, we cannot and' then they have separated' and built a new chapel, 
all 'be equally' wise; therefore, some of- U8 need to· be fancying that it has been all for the glory of God. Mean­
better 'led of the Spirit of God. But, oh, when a eh'urch while, -the devil' ·has felt that it paS been for his glory, 
ma·rches like the old Roman legion, every man keeping and he has rejoiced therein. Whenever I ·serve God out 
step, and each warrior inspired as with one soul, when of any motive of em-ulation or strife, I prove to mys~:f 
he saw the eagle brought to the front, and fol)owed it _that I have not worked out. my salvation from one evi'l 

-to victory or death,_ then the church has life and'vigour, passion at ~east, and I have need to' fear and tremble, to 
and only then. 'I tha_nk -God' we have had! much of this for beg-i,n again -and la:bour d·iJ:igentIy till 1lh'e spirit of pride 
many yea·rs, and' I rejoice'in It, but we want stilI more. ·sp.aH 'be driven out ~ my soul. "Let nobbing," again, "be 
There are some hard pieces of metal amongst us which done out'- of vaing.10ry." But .. how much is rlone out of 
have not been melted, and, therefol'e, are not essentia,Uy vainglory! 'How many people dress themselves- out of 
one with the general mass; and I pray God, if at any vainglory! "The thouoght is' uppermost,' "How do I 100'k 
time we shaN begin to ·be separated in h!,!art from one, in this?" How many give to God,'s cause out of vainglory, 
another, the eternal Spirit would, put us in th~ fire again that -they· may seem to 'be liberal! How often d.oes Il' 

and iTtelt us down, and ca'se UIl in 'the same mould; and preacher polish his sentences and-pick bios words that he. 
may God send the like unity to all 'Christian churches. may' be thought to be an able orator and an elo'quent 
Melancthon mourned' in M. day the divisions, among ~rot- preachel'! -Vainglory!' It is a wonder that God accepts 
estants, and. sought to bring the Protestants together by, us ill any of our works at alii - in fact. ,he nEwer could 
a parable of the war between the wo'lves and the dogs. - if he did- not see them washed' in the precious 'blood of 
The wolves were sQmew.hat afraid, for the dogs were' Jesus, for in almost everything, from the lowest member 
many and strong, and therefore they sent out a spy to up to the mosi use'ful minister of Ghrist, this vainglory 
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will thrust itsei-f in. Ah! brethren, you must work out we shall be working out our own salvation. 
your own salvation' f.rom this. spirit of vainglory, and 'The apostle lingers for one moment more to inculcate, 
do it with fear and; trembling, God helping you. It is , as a part of the salvation wrought out, the development 
u·nworthy of you to ,be vainglorious; it is~dishonourable o'f the sp.irit of mutual love and charity. "Look not 
to God. You must be hrought down from it. The' divine every man on' his own things, but every man also on the 
arm wi'll aid you in the, struggle, and I 'beseech you, as :things of otliers." In ... tempor~~ matters do not think 
ye have obeyed full many a gospel precept f{"om our lips, 'it to 'he enou'lth if your own business prospers: have a 
so be (lIbedient now, and strive agafnst all vainglory. desire to see your 'brethren obtaining a sufficiency. Do 
Whenever I have noticed it (and I have noticed it 'among not 'be so greedy as to scrape everything to your own' 
you) [ have been greatly pained, and painedl because I d'ish, but let other men have some share in your con­
may have set the example mY'self. Too often workers are cerns. Ilf they ibe poor and you wealthy, help th~m. If 
disposed, to magnify their own labours and :think lightly they "are in 'straits and you possess abundance, minis-ter 
of the work of others. It is remarked, that such an to their necessities. Let not Christ be naked and you 
institution is flourishing, but somebody saYs at once, able but unwiHing to c'lothe him. Let not Christ be ,sick 
"Yes, yes; there are' many conversions, .biit I wonder apd you visit him not. But if one member suffer, do 
wlhather they will, ali iast!" It i!!l a miserable, vice of you, as another member, suffer with him. In spiritual 
workers to' depreciate the work of other workers - it things think it not enough yourself to live near to God: 
is quite melancholy to see- it in the Ibest of people; and take the case'S of others who may ,have backslidden, and 
I see it everywhere. Pe'ople will, if they can, pull other lay them before the throne o'f grace, and seek ,by loving 
people's work down in ord'er to ',make their own work rebu'ke o.r gentle admonition to restore such as are faUen, 
appea·r tp ;be rising ra'P'iqly. This vainglory is all wrong. i"emembering thyse'lf, lest thou also he tempted. Be 
It all shows that· we are not yet eonfonned to the image anxious for tbe good of aU the members of the church '. 
of that 'great model of perfection, Jesus: Christ, the to which you belong; in fact, so far as you can, seek the 
Apostle and High Priest of our own profess,ion. . soul pr0'8perity of aN the people of God. Observe then, 

Next, the apostle says, "In ~owliness of mind let each my br~thren, the.drift of the apostle is this: if we are 
esteem other better than themselves." Alas! how far we. to work'out our own salvati<)ll, it. must be by putting self 
faIl below this standa·rd·! How few have attained this down in the dust and hecoming unselfish: In .proportion 
grace! Bunyan beautifuIly portray~ Christiana and Mercy as we are selfish we are soM' under 'Sin, but in propor­
coming up out. of the 'bath o'f the interpreter's house. tion as we are unselfis'h and live for others for Chrises 
They have had jewels put upon them, and when they are sake, in proportion- as we value others and set a low 
~th washed, Mercy AAith to Christiana, "How c~mely estimate upon ourselves, in that proportion we are ad­
and :beautiful you ~ook" "Nay," Christiana said, "My sis- vancing in g·race, and are working out o.ur own s'alvation 
ter, 'I see no ,beauty in myself, but how !love'ly you look! from sin. As I said before, here is the/work, here is the 
I think I never saw such' loveliness!' They were both difficulty. The descent into the Avernus Clf sin is, easy 
lovely because they could' see- other people's loveliness. enough. How many B.lide into sin as swiftly as travellers 
Your. o~n s·piritual Ibeauty may be very much measured glissading down the snowy side of an Alp! -but to toil 
by what you can see in other people. When you say, upward., to climlb the hilI of God, this is the work, this 
"Ah! there are no saints now, it is to he 'fea·red that you is the d1ffi~uUy. ·Blessed. is that man who, leanin'g on 
are not one.", When you complain that_ is dead in. the the eternal a·rm, works out -his own salvation, and is per­
Christian church, it must Ibe dead in your 'heart, or Y(lli mitted to ascend the hill of the Lord, and to stand in 
would not say so. As you think 'of others, that you are. his holy place. . 
Out..-ofyour own mouth shall you be condemned. Your 'Before the apostle had done with his subject, he set 
corn shall 'be measured with your own bushel. When we before the Phili:ppiims the Ibest model in the world. Read,' 
come ;to admire .the good lin other people Ithat we ~'ave nolt the next verse l!,nd see after what 'image we 'are to b~' 
yet attained ourselves, -instead of depreci,ating other fashioned. "Let this mind-Ire in you, which was al'so in' 
people 'because they have not s'omething .. whi'ch we have, Christ Jesus: who. being in the for.m of God, thought 
when we get to that, we shall the evid'ently approaching-it not robbery to be equal with GOd: but made himself 
nearer to Christ. If the popular, preacher can say, "My of no reputation, and took iI'pon 'him the fomi of a 
beloved Ibrother A has a BmaUer congregation, and is not servan~nd was made in the likeness of men: and being 
a very attractive preacher, yet he ,visits his flock so 'found in fashion as a man, he hu~bled himself, .and ' 
carefully, and' loob, after each individual so well, that 'I" ·became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." 
ad:mi·re him greatly, and, must endeavour to' imitate him:" There is your model. Jesus stoops from Godhead to 
and if the man with the small congregation says. "My manhood, from the throne albove the cherubim to the 
brother B .studies to find out acceptable words, and com- manger, side :by side with the cattle. ,stoop, my brother. 
mend' himsel'f to the people of 'God, and' he. is very earn- if you would rise; if you wou'ld ,be ,great. Ibe little; if 
est, and 'is a 'great soul-winner, I wish I were as earnest: .lou would be high.· be 'low; if you would 'be ·exalted, con­
I 'admIre it in !him;" why, these in.terchanges of loving . descend. Ay, and be like the Master was. for y~u never 
estimate are infinitely more Christlike than for the min- can be perfect wi,tllom n, wiUing even to give up life 
ister with the large congregation to say, "Brother A has' itself if it be for God's glory; 'for renouncing his reputa­
mistaken his, calling: he cannot get above a hundred tion, and being numbered with the transgressors. and 
people to hea·r him': what is· the good of his ·.preaching 1"./ crucifi'ed wi,th malefactClrs, he then gave 'up his Hfe to 
and for tpe lesser light to reply spiteful'ly, "Ah, B's work " death - death in its ~ost shameful and painful shape, 
ill jll'st a flash in the pan~fine words and excitement- ,the death of the croSlL!, . We shaU not have thoroughly 
there's nothing in it." Satan greatly a·pproves of our worked out our salvation from the bondage of this ·flesh­
rai'ling at each other, but God does not. Let us lea-rn this ly body till we are wiNing to give up rep'utation and 
morning to es'teem others instead of depreciating them; honour, ,if 'We may hut ,serye IChrist, and"are Wwning '/to 
for tn proportion as we exhi'bit a meek and lowly spirit,. put our neck upon the block, our pro'perty/to shipwreck .. 
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and~to gi~e all up for him, if.s·o he wins it. Ah! this Arminian author, h€ will aSSll,l'e youthat it. is the fear of 
is hard 'WOl"k. 'fhe roots of our selfi.shneSIS .go very deep. falling from 'grace and being ultimately loSt. ldo nOt 
The· dead>ly ·cancer of self-love has thrust its ho.rrible believe that this fear'is ever needful to a Child of God at 
roots into our souls, intertwisting them wi·th the vital all. This is the fear that, gendereth to bondage. If 1 am 

, fi'bres of au·r heart. I suppose when the last root of pride sure that;! believe in Jesus, I am no more afraid of being 0 ' • 

-i~ torn away; we shall ascend to .• be'"with 'God .. Until we lost than I am afraid that 'God himself should die, be­
are wrapped' up in our winding-sheets, we, shaIl never. cause we have Christ's word for it: "I give unto'my sheep 
have completely worke~' out our ·own salvation; the battle 'eternal 1ife, and theyshalI never perish: neither shall 
ends on'ly with life, but we shall earn the victory by any pluck 'them out of my hand'~' You do not suppose 
God!s grace, for his power within us shall help us to bring that Paul, who knew that fear "hath torment," and is 

-ourselves d'Own to that heavenly noth'ingness in which cast out by perfect love, would' tell us to wOl!k out our 
God is all in all. We s'hall master our members, we s'hall salvation under so disheartening an influence! The fear 
subdue our inclinations, we shan conquer our lofty of the text is that whieh 'makes a fear to offend'so good 

,thoughts, lay 'low our pride, and then, then will God also a ,God, a hali'Owed, childlike fear, of IWlhich We _ read, 
pa·rtake..in the: honour whicl). belongs to him, ·and; reign "Blessed is th€ man that feareth always.'''' A reverential 
wi:th him for ever and ever. Seeing fihat we are humbled awe of the ·Most High; a pious' dread· of offending -
with him, and willing to d'ie with him, we shall be exalted th'is is the fear which is to be cultivated by us. It is 
with hiin, and, made to live with him world 'without end. not the fear whic'h is the enemy ot"full assurance, but 
I-have thus brought . before you the ,model to which we it fs the fear which is opposed to carnal security or 
are to work, as well as the matter which we are to work - recklessness. . 
out. ' , But the "trembling" -: what is that? Is that the slave's 

trembling? Nay, this, belOngs not tb heirs of grace; they, 
I'll. We have in the third . place in the te~t THE have a trembling which is, akin to joy, fo,r they "rejoice 

SPIRIT IN WHICH THIS MATTER IS TO BE with trembling". Before the Lord we ·do not tremble 
WROUGHT OUT. with' affright, but we are moved even to quaking: with' 
, . 'First it is to Ibe an energetic spirit. "Work out." a holy awe: Under a sense of the presence of God; we 

I F,rom the Greek word for, "work" we get our ~nglish tremble lest we 'should sin, we tremble leaf that presence' 
word "energy". The bringing ·ou't of the new nature should. move, lest we sh~uld grieve the Spirit agd .vex 
into ·actual. exposition in our life is a work of superlative the 'holy One of Israel. We know what it is to tremble 
difficulty. Some profes~rs appear to have im~i,bed' the with the exceeding joy and glory of the love of God, shed 
notion that the grace of God; is a kind: of opium with 'rubroad i~ otir souls by -the Holy Ghost. Strangers dl? 
which men may drug themselves into ,shimber, and their not u'ndersiand_ us" but men of God will. George, Fox" 
passion for strori'g doses of sleep doctrine' grows with was called a Qua:ker mOst probably because "his whole 
that which it feed's on. "God works in us,"· say they, frame seemed to shiver under the consciousness of the 
"therefore there is nothing for us to do." Bad, reasoning, divine power. We know' what' it is to contend with sin 
fa:lse conclusion. God works, says the text; therefore under a divine :impulse, and to be filled with. tremulous 
we must work out'because God~works in. The assistance anxiety while wrestling with our, foe. Sin is to be 

I of divine grace is not ·given to us to put aside our own trembled at, ,and God also, So that there is a double cause 
efforts, but to excite them.· God comes to us to work in for a solemn 'awe in the business of the soul's inner ·life. ~ 
us - what? To work in us to 'be indifferent? Ah, no! It is no '~hiWs play, buto'an.awful-weighty bugi~ess. [ 
to work in us to will with resolution and' firmness. Does· pray Ood we may 'know more of holY,trembling, tllat the 
he ·work .in us, having willed>, to sit stm? Ah, no!" he awful majesty of divjne love may ,be so reve~led ,to us 
works in us to do. The direct effect of the influence' of that we may lie prostrate 'beneath its force; wondering 
grace upon the heart is ,to make a man active,' and the how it is that we are 'permitted to stand iIi' the midst o'f 

'more grace he has the mote energetic 'he becomes. '.A such a blaze of love, a bush iburning but u·nconsumed. 
man will never over~me sin except by energy. You "Even our God is a consiIming fire." Many learn by that 
cannot get your pride down I I!m sure by merely resolv- text' that the Lord out of Christ is a consuming fire to' 
ing to do it; you will have to watch that old, enemy, and the wicked, and so indeed he is, but the passage means 
k!!ep your eye on him as a detective \!a.tches a thief, for . far ,more. The Lord is a consuming fire to us. "Who, 
when you think, "At last I have .really overcome him," may abide the day ·of his oon:ting? for ihe sihall, be as a . 
you .will discover him at work under 'another shape, and 'refiner's fire !". He win 'consume in us aIt that <lan be 
your -conflict will commence anew. So with, a hot temper; consumed. His 'own nature in' us cannot be consu.med, but' 
how some brethren have 'had to struggle with it, and . all of earth and evil will be.· What trembling may well 
when they have thoul{ht, "Now I really have mastered it seIze us as we think of this! Only. tJtat which is himself 
by the grace of God:;" then some accident, has occurred! in us wiU c.ome forth o'f the furnace;' that wm live, and 
in W'liic,h:the temptation has assailed him·fromo·another flpurish in the very heat·of-the fire, but all else must 

,corner, an~ the .. old' man. hal'! s~t the t~ng.ue on fi~e again. ", go. '-Every sa<;rifice _~':lst he salt€d wit~ f~re: this is stharp . 
o Yes, our hfe must 'be .spent m constant watchmg, and, ·discipline, and well may we· tremble at it. 

as we find' ourse1ve~ tripping, we must add' constant re~ " . 
pentance, per.petually praying tb b~ up~eld for. the fu- IV .. !Lastly, WIthout- detammg you much longer, .. let 
tu,re, unceasingly struggling to attain something yet us nbtlce THE SWEET ENOOURAGEMENT WHICH 
ibeyond, pressing forward evermore: Evermore, [say, THE TEXT A'FFORDS. ' 
f~r to pause is to retreat, to'halt \S to be driven back. ". '. We are to work out 'our sal~ati~n for· this ,reason: "Jt: 

. The ·text fu.rther says, work out your :own salvation 0 is God which worketh in you to· win and ·to do of his 
"with fear". What kind 'of fear is that? If ·YOU read· a good'.pleasure." Here is help. in an exercise ·beyond your·' 
Romish author;' he will teU you "that thIs is the f~ar of power.; here is help i1l1-stifficient;·for every emergency; 
purgat:ory, or the fear of' ~el~;" and, if y.0U go to an here is help which i~ enno-bles ~oti to receive, diviriehe~p, 
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\ 
help which, -if Sa'tan'Shan put on his wtmost foree, and if ,For Younger Reade~ 
your corruptions' shall arrive aIt their utinost ipOwer, 
shan yet Ibe' more than equal to the day. Grace all-suffi- THEIR PRAYER'S ANSWERED' 
cient dwells in you, believer. 'There is a living well. with- 'I reme~b~r when preachin' on one occasion to an' 

, in you springing up; use the bucket, then; keep on d,raw- ' immense audience in the Agricul·tural Hall in Lond-on, 
ing; you will never exhaust it; there is a living ~urce' a father and mother were in great distress abo.ut theii" 
within. '·Continue to. struggle, you wm 'noLexhaust the 'alb.sent son; wh'O had given up God's ways and' had wan­
life-force whieh ~d· has p1aced within Y011. There is dered from his father's home to, the wild .bush., in Aus­
a ,growing mine of gO'ld; spend' it; keep, on scattering tralia. '1;hese ,po~r ~rents asked lhe united' prayers- of 
right and ,left. Inexhaustible, divine wealth is yours, that vast ~ongregation for their son, and I slippose fully, 
therefore cease not to work it out. Observe what God ·20,000 people lifted the'ir hearts to the mercy seat. It 

'works- in u~, 'he works in us to wiU - the desire after was ascertained 'afterWa.rd that at ,the very ,hour those 
holiness, the resolution to put down s'in,.the pang of grief' prayers' ascended from the audience in London, that 
because ·we have sinned', 'the' st"ern :r:esolve that we will young man was. rid'ing through the Australian !bush to 
not' fall into that sin again - 'aU, all'is of God; and he a town a day's ride from his camp. Something caused him 
who gave the desire will surely fulfil if. ' to think of ·h'is home and his parents, and, as he sat in 

But he, that gave you the win does not leave you there; the saddle, the 'Spit'it of God descended, upon hiin,' and 
he wMks in you.the pQwer to 00. The pqwer to achieve he was convicted of sin. Dis-mounting, he knelt down by. 
the victory, the .po.wer to smite down the'loftieth plume his horse's side and· prayed· to God fo.r forgiveness, and 
of pt,ide 'shall come 'from him. God! is, equal to all in a Ji.ttle 'while he was assured, of being saved. When, 

, emergencies, Itherefore fear nat; 'though your inner life he reached the town" he wrote the good ,news to bois 
shall be su'bje.ct 'to ten thousand dangers, he will give· delighted mother, and asked if they would recei\!e him 

.I you ,power to do the right,' the just, the loy-ely, and the ' at home. The ans'wer flashed along the cable beneath, 
, true; for I).e·worketh glorious'ly in you. the ocean: / 

That which he works in you is pleasing 'in his sight. "COme home at once/' ' 
Note the word's, "according 'to his good pleasure.~' It gives So afraid 'were they that he might arrive in .the il'ight 
God pleasure to see you holy ;"'it 'is hjsl delight to see you 
-self-d~nying. If -you conquer yourself it will 'give him. w~en, the~ were .not awak~' to receive him, that they 
.pleasure. Depend' u,pon it then, s'ince he is pleased with fasteneq a Mg bel'lto. the door, so that all the family 
the result, and has ,put forth his own strong hand to would, be awakened as he entered. ,'. ' 
bring it about, you, as you work, will not work at Ii per-' . ' ---'D. L. MOODY 

, idventure, but in absolute'certainty of success. ,-0 breth-
l'en ~d sisters" my heart glows with· the hope of being 
altogether rid of the power of sin. Oh~ what a day that. 
shall-be when neither sin nor ISatanshal~ vex the' pleas­
ures- of ·our purified spirits'! What. bliss win it be to see 
G-od face to 'face, ,because the ungodlike and: unheavenly 
has been altogether cas:t out or us.! 0 long ex,pected day 
begin! The 'best ,heaven ¢! co.uld wish would be perfectly 
to .be .rid· of myself, perfectly 'to be free from tendencies 

,to evil. Is' not this the heaven you are panting after? 
If it is, you shan have it. If you have grace enough to 
pine after it, grace eJlough to lab-our for it, ,you shall 
yet have grace enough to win it. 

I haye thus addTessed God's people, and:'I leave the 
,matter with them. I wish I could have addressed you all 
as :believers, but, alas! you rebel against 'the Lord, you 
win not come to ,Christ, you will 'not trust in Jesus; yet, 
to yo'u unbelievers lJ have a message; it is bilt a sentence, 
and I have done: ·~"Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thousI:talt ,be saved." Thou hastnoth'ing to (1-0 with work­
ing yet. Believe first, and when thou hast, believed, then 
set to w;ork. But, now., the first gospel message to thee 
is this" "He that believeth a~d is 'l!~ptized sn'all-be saved;" 
with its awful alternaMve, "He that 'believeth not shall 
'be, damned." Go~ kve thee, for Yh.rist's sake. Amen.-

AN EMPTY WORLD 
, What interest -hath tlilis empty, world'in me? 'and what 
-' is there' in it thai may: seem '80 lovely as to entice ·my 

desires from my God, or make me 10th. to come away 1-
Methinks, when I qook upon it with a deliberate eye, it 
is a howling wilderness, and too many of its . inhabitants 

,are untamed ~onsters. I can view all its beauty as de­
formiiy, and drown all its, ,pleasures in a few penItent 
tears; or the wind of a si-gh will scatter them away. 

, -RICHARD B.qTER 

THE CORRECT APPROACH TO -THE CROSS 
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, A GREAT SECRET 

...... , 

Bu,t Pedro,',known as the Cruel, thrust her aside. Then 
he ordered her to be taken to his house and her father 
'killed 'if he would not give up the manuscript ,~n his 
possession. ' In' a flash the P,rince chalilenged Pedro _and 

The Black Prince and a Bible iManuscript . made him promise that the girl s'hould ,be 'protected and 
I 

, By John Stirling, Bible Society Librarian 

Coliri's curiosity was not· satiosfied as quickly nor as 
eas'iIly as, he had hoped. . He wanted ,to 'know the story: 

. of the Black Prince, and thought that a few ,pointed ques­
tions' would lead Jean to give him the substance of it 
in as many sentences. But,Jean had'other idealS. The 
story was too good, and too full of incident, ,to ;be told 
,in this way. B"esides, there was not Ume 'in the ,few 
minutes left of this lunch hour to tell 'it in detail. 

"No," she said to Colin, "I willl keep i~ ;for another 
time." 

'"When 1" he asked abru,ptly. 
"When you have brushed up you,r history." And as she 

got up to. 'move away sqe adde.d with a smile, "!'m 
ashamed of you, 'Colin. You don'~ seem to know anythmg 
about the Black Prince. You did go to sehool, didn't 
you ?,,' With that remark, and a shrug of his shoulders, 
they parted. . 

lit was some days before they had another opwrtunity 
for conversation. 1t came unexpectedly. They were 
standing"together at one of the office windoW'S waiting 
for the Lord Mayor's SI:tow, which was due to pass that 
way. Taking a pencil ftom his pocket, and turning over 
some ,papers he' held in hill! hand, he wrote on them three 
words, "Ich dien" and "Hou,mont". With some pride he 
showed them to Jean., 'S'he smiled for she recogn'ized 
th'em as the mottoes of the Black Prince. ' 

"You've been 'busy," she whispered, "but do you know 
what they mean?" . 

"Of course I do." He'straightened him~elf up as if he 
were indignant at being challenged in this way. "They 
mean 'I serve' and 'Courage'. And I know a lot more 
about this hero of yours, 'but I can't find 'out what he d'id 
for the Bi'ble." . 

Just then the procession in 'its stately sple~dour passed 
by the window. As he watched 'it, with the memory of 
the 'history he had ,recently ,read fresh in his mind, Colin 
thought of the magnificent pJ'()oos'sion from Westminster 
along the PUgri,m's Way to !eante~bury: in honour of the 

. Black Prince, 'but refrained from making any refer.ence 
to U. Before the music of the bands had died away the 

, watchers returned to ;;-their o'ffices, leaving the two 
friends for a few moments together. 

"Your Wbrds "service' and 'courage' fitted that show," 
remarked Jean. "If the B~ack Prince 'had- been living 
I beli~ve he would have been in :it. He would have sup." 
ported its call for chivalry, too, that was to him life's 
greatest virtue, and he practised it." 

"How?" a'8ked CoUn, wanting the facts of the story. 
"You have read," she began; "how the Black Prince 

went to, '~ain to. restore Pedro ,to his th,rone?" Colin 
nodded. " 

"One night when he was riding through Toledo with 
'the King he saw a Jew, the Rabbi, of the city, tied to the 
d'oor post of 'his house; being tortured by Spanish' so]~ 
d~ers· who were demanding that he should. deliver up to ' 
them' what they said was the gl"eatest treasure in the 
West. The Jew's daughter, a young and :beautiful girl, 
who had 'thrown her arms around' her father, was plead­
ing with the s;p']~iers to spare' 'his .Hfe. ,S~eing t~e Black 

,Prince approachl~g" she ran to hlm beggIng, for mercy. 

her father' set free.' " 
"Later that night, when Pedro had gone to his palace, 

and the Prince was sleeping in. the market squar~ with 
hi'S troops, he was wakened .'by the girl who pressed into 
his hands the precious' and sacred Roll· of Ezra, which 
was believed to Ibe one of the most valuabl~ manuscripts 
of Scripture. :She beggedJ him.. to preserVe it unti1 the 
Jews couqd ibuy it h-ack and pay him for this servi~e. 
Then, as silently aiS she came and under the cover' of 
darkness, she disappeared. 

"At daY'break the Prince sent for Pedro. His .messen­
gers returned with the news that' the King had gone 
into the city. Had he gone to the Rabhi's house? With­
out a moment"s· delay the Prince 'went to the building. 
Inside he found the girl being brutally treated', her father 

. with a rope round! 'his neek under a Ibeam of the ceiling, 
and Pedro seated in the 'mid'st of his soldiers 'issuing or­
ders. There was a fierce' encounter. The P,rince drew 
his sword and said ,that anyone who touched the Jew or 
hits d'aughter would die. Turning to Pedro, he caned 'him 
a ,iiar and a coward, and said ,he would 'hold no converse 
with him until'he had regained' h'is honour. The Roll of 
Ezra, 'he declared, had Ibeen given into 'his and! England's 
safe keeping, and .keep it he 'Would aga'inst all who sought 
to get h9ld.of it by iI),famy and murder. 

. "So thIs manuscript came to England - it was in the 
days of Wycliffe - and here it remained ~ntil it was 
,returned as promi'sed to the Jews' at Toledo. Unfortun­
atE~ly it is'no longer in existence, for 'in a later' massacre 
of Jews in ,Spain it was destroyed by/ire. in the~urni~g 
of a synagogue. Us fame, however, IS stIll preserved In 

·references to ,be found in some ancient manu~crj.pts which. 
state that their text has heen c.QIllpared with th~t of the 
Codex Ezrae, which is the, official name of thIS sacred 
roll. . 

"Thank you, Jean," was all 'Colin said as they parted, 
bu,t it was enough .. She knew he meant it, and was glad ~ .. 
that ,her ,gleanings amongst the old manusc~ipts h~d 
added so"mf;!thing to his interest in ,the Book of Books.' 
--!For Everyland . 

(Reprinted from The Evangelical Christi'an) 

Bible School Les~iJn Outline / 
\ 

,Vol. 20 Third Quarter ·Lesson 4 July .22, 1956 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE ROD FRO1\{ JESSE 

L~sson Text: Isaiah 1;1:1~16. 
Golden Text: "But with ril!\'hteousness shaJl[:he judge il;he poo.r, 

and reprove with eqw.ty the meek of the, earth: and he 
shall 'smIte the earth wit1dhe rod of obis mouth, and wi,th 
the !breath of·ibis l-i-ps shall he sIlay the ,wicked'." , 

-'Isaiah' 11 :4. 
I. His Glorious Person: verses 1-5. 

The first six chapters of the Book of Isaiah describe his 
call cleansing and comm1smon. 'Chapters :seven to twelve, 
whieh comprise prophecies concerning the M~siah, are· some­
times designated as ''Tohe Book of Immanuel". 
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At that time the mioghty ·A88yrians were ·threa.tenim'g to 
invade the ,land, and alB unconscious qf the over-ruli:ng PrO'Vi­
dence which contrO'ls the destinies of nations and 00: indi­
viduals, they were to ibe used lby ;the Lord as a rod to punish 
Hisjleople for their disobed'ience and rebellion. Like a mighty 
flooil;· these Assyrians would overwhelm ·the nation, leaving 
untold desolation in theior·wake (-Isa.l0:'5-7). The ·Lord would 
then punish the Assyrians for their ·great wickedness and 
pride (Isa. 10:12-14). The king and his vashmnies are com­
pared to a hUige imposing forest, like the forest of Lebanon, 
which 'Would 'be feloled, destroyed and consumed by a stroke 
from the Lord '(Isa. 10:15-19,33,34) •. 

In contrast to the magnificence and grandeuT of the forest, 
representing the .powerfu!l Assyrians, a slender twig would 
arise from the decayed stump Of a ,felled tree, representing 
Juda·h,. which would practically disappear as a nation when 
taken into captivity '(-Joib 14:8; Isa. 40:24; 53:2). The Lord 
Jesus ·Ohrist was the righteous Bran'C'h (Isa. 4:2; Jer. 23:5; 
33:15, 16) of the stook of David, according to the :Besh, who 
woUld spring forth as a young >living shoot jromthe fallen 
royal tree. ·Chrls:t was of ·the seed ·of David, the son: of Jesse 
(-Mic. 5:2; Q\fatt. 1:8; Heb. 7:14). . 

Isai'llIh saw a vision of Christ the Messiah, His birth, Hi-s 
humanity and Deity, His endowmentS, His ministry, ·and fin-
8I}ly a 'VisIon of -His Power and the 'Character of His Kingdom. 
The various , scenes passed before the mind· of the prophet, iby 
the- inspiration of ·the Spirit, seemingly without regard to 
Qrder, time, or significance, ming4ling with one another like 
the dissol'Ving views on a screen:. Glimpses of His hUDl!ble, 
earbhly- origin when !}Ie ·came as !Son of man in His First ' 
Advent were fol'lawed immediately Iby suggestions of judg­
ment I\l>pon ·His en,emies at IRis '~ond Advent (verses 2-4; 

\ I'sa. 61:1,·2). '.Dbe exact interpretation was evidently not dis­
closed to the prophet, the Oluer or complete significance of 
these 'great events ('1 Pet. 1:10-112), but the whole vision was 
a 'moving spectacle of the glory dfthe 'Christ. . ·Every proph­
eey would ibe fuJ..filled in ,1JhEi Lord's own time and way. 

As. a Man, for ,He was 'truly Man as llIe was ,truly God, the 
Lord' Jesus Chrl·st was endowed by the Holy Spirit ~on 
earth (Matt .. 3:16; John 3:34). The seven-fold Spirit of God 
wQuld rest upon Him in :f.ulness, the Spirit who 'gives wisdom, 
understandi!JJg, dliscern~ent; power, knowledge a1I.d: ~iety (Isa. 
61:1,.2; Luke 4:18; Rev. 1:4). As-King and Judge, He WO'Uld 
be just and impartia:! (Jo·hn 7:24), no't influenced iby externail 
circumstances, Ibut looking upon the hearts of men (,Deut. 
1:16, 17; 1 Sam. 16:7). The poor in spirit ·and the meek 
WOUld fInd in Him their Champion (,Psa. 72: 2, 4; Matt. 
5:3, ~). On the other hand. He would exercise ,His authority 
in punishing.the proud amd ·evil-doers (1?sa. 2:9; Mal. 4:6). 
Christ came <the first tiine as the lowly Saviour, doing good 
among ·men and dying'tha:t He 'miglht save us (verse 2; John 
12:(7). He wiH come aJgain as the glorious King, executing 
vengeance upon ,His enemies ·and destroying the ;wiCked· ·with 
the very 'Y/ords of His mouth: He speaks, and it is d'one 
(verses 3, 4; John 5:22-27; 2 Thess .. l:6-10). , 

The qU8ilities of righteousness and faithfulness wou,ld be 
inherent in is nature (Psa. 33:5; 'Rev. 19:11); they would 
cling ,to Him as a ·garment adheres to the .body (Job ·~9:14; 
lsa. 61:10). Thus, ,He is eminently worthy to 'be OUT Saviour 
and ou! Lord (Rev, 5:12). : f • . 

II. His Glorious Reign: verses 6-16. 
. Christ ,beoanie it curse tor us, that He might redeem us 

from the 'Burse C1f ~in (Ga:!. 3:13). Wlhen lIIe died on ,Calvary, 
. He delivered us potenotially frOm the curse whi'Ch came upon 

the human race through sin, and one day -that redemption will 
be aetua.! and perfect. JuSt as the ·materiaB. creation was 
iJllVolved i:n the curse upon sin:fu!l,man (Gen. 8:17, 18), so,too·, 
will it share in man's emancipation from the bondage of 
corruption (Rom. 8:18-25). When· t31e curse is lifted, the 
animal creation 'Will no longer :be ferocious, !but it IWill be 
docile, as befo:re the f.aJ.d. Enmities wrlol disappear ·(,Isa. 65:25; 
Ezek. '34:25; 'Hos. 2:18-20). 

Peace and seoority WiH everywhere prevail; ihappiness and 
harmony will characterize ;the reign Of the Lord, for·llIe rules 
with equity. ('Isa. 2:1-4). It is tr,ue even ~ow tl)at 'Wh~ev~ 
anyone 8IC\rilowledges ·1Jhe Lordsh)p of Ohnst, ·he expel"lences 
joy and peace of heal't, and wherever the Gospel/. spreads it 
transforms the characters of men. But ·the language of this 
chlilpterseems to pomt to a future period of universal peace, 
such as has never hit31er.to !been known, when the Whole e8!'llh -
shaD 'be fuH of-the.Jmowtedge of the Lord (lJIab.2:14). 

The Lord ,will.-be the ·Captain. of ,His people, and He is not 
merely to !be King of the Jews "flla'tt. 27:27), but also the 
King of the Gentiles. The royall banner of the conquering 
Lord 'Will ibe disPlayed, and ·the re9tf\u·lness, ~eace and quiet­
ness which He gives wHI be fu'l~ of glory and honour (Isil. 
33:17-24; lIic. 4:1-8). The ancient enmity between Israel 
and Jud·ahwiU disappear; they will dwell together in unity 
(Jer. 3:18; 50:4). I 

The- 'great deliverance whic.h the Lord 'Would ac~omplish 
is described in terms of· the deliverance from Egy,pt, when 
the Lord with a strong arm caused the waters of1o rise as a 
walll on ei-ther side while the children of Israel. passed over 
the Red ISea (Exod.· 14:29; lea. 63:11-14; Jer. 23:7, 8; Zech. 
1.0:11). The Exodus from Egypt is spoken of i:p. the Old 
Testament as the ty.pical token of God·s power (Exod. 32:11, -
12). 

. Daily Bible Readings 
July lEi-The Exalted Lord. ............................................... lea. 2 
July 17-The Great and Holy One ..................................... Isa. 12 
July 18-'.Dbe Righteous King .......................................... Is&. 82 

· July 19---The Righteous Branch ................................ Jer. 28:1-8 
July 2C1-,The Rejoicing City .................................... Isa. 65:17-25 
July 21-T;he Conquering Messiah ........................ Isa. 66:5-16 
Jul~ 22-The Glorioul!! King ........................................ Psa. 72 

Suggested Hymns· 
Lo! He comes with clouds descending. 
On that bright and glorious mominlg. 
Rejoicel rejoice! our King is coming. 

_ R may be ·at ·morn. . 
'There's a royal ·banne~. 
Our Lord is now· rejected. 

OUT OF SELF 
From the cross of 'Calvary, . where the iblleeding hands 

of Jesus drop mercy; from the 'gal'den of Gethsemane, 
where the ·bleeding _pores of th~ Saviour sweat pardons, 
the cry comes, "Look unto mer and ·be ye saved, all the 
ends of the eartll." From Calvary's summit, where Jesus· 
eries, "It is finished," I hear a shollt, ·"Look, and be· 
saved." But there comes a vile cry: from our soul, "Nay, 
look to yourself! look to yourself!" Ah,-look to youl'self, 
and you wiU be damn~d. That certainly wiU come of it. 
As long as you loo'k to yourself there is no hope for you. 
lt is not a considex:ation of what you are, 'but a con­
·sideration of what· God· is, llnd what Chriost is, that can, 
save you .. It is looking from you,rself to Jesus. Oh! there 

· be men that quite· ·misunderstand the gospel; they think • 
that righteousness ·qualifies them to come to Christ; 
whereas ·sin is the only qualification for a man to come 
to Jesus. 'Good old Crisp says, "Righteousness keeps me 
from-Christ:.the whole have no need of a physician, but 
they that, are siek. Sin makes me come to Jesus, when 
sin i's felt; and- in com"ing to 'Christ,- the :more sin I have 
the more cause I have to hope for mercy." 

- -C. H. SPURGEON 

. WICKED IPLENESS 
,I do tiliinkthat one of the worst sins a man can ,be 

guilty of in this world is to ,be idle. 'I can aJmost forgive 
a drunkard, but a lazy man I do think there is very little 
·pardon for. I think a man who is :id,le has as good'a 
reason to be a pen"itent before God as David had when 
he w&s an adulterer, for the most abominable thing in 

· the world is for· a man to qet the grass grow up to his 
ankles and do nothing. God never sent a man into the 
world to be idle. And there are some who make a toler­
ably fair profession, but ·who do nothingfl'om one year's 
end to the other. . ) 

-,C.H. SPURGEON 

'- . 
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