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WHAT ,IS THE SPIRIT -OF CHRIST?-
By Dr. T. T. Shields 

"Now if my man have not thq Spirit of Christ, he is none of his"!-Romans 8:9. 

I N THE!SE days of, much 'conte:ntion for the faith we 
have heard this text very frequently quoted' against 

those who 'Contend fOor the faith; and on the' authority 
of this verse' we 'have been ex'horted to-exhibit the "spirit 
of ·Christ". I read an article nat long since in which the' 
writer 'quoted, 'this' text, imd referred to it as' the "acid 
test" ofOort'hodoxy.. Those who thus ma'ke use of thi,s 
passage seem' to suppose .that the word- 'Spirit is ,spelled 
with a small 8, that the tSpirit of !Christ referred to, desig
nates His disposition, His temperament, His temper; 'and 
'the ".spIrit of Christ" is supposed to stand for mere in
offensiveness, "for amiabmty, for'lenitmcy, for a .kind of 
tolerance towaTd everylthing - ilt lis ,a:ssumeq ·that :the 
"Spiri·t" of the text is a spirit of paCificism. 

There is no mOore dang,erous practke than, the practice 
of utterly wresting the S&ipture !by taking ,a text en
tirely out of its context. I want, ·therefore. 'in a very 
few words, first of aN; to expound the principle of the 
text. r 

I. 
What is the apostle speaking of here? We read it this 

morning: and you will have observed that he describes 
two natures. We are, first of all, !born after the ffesh, we 
have a fleshly nature: "That whieh is born of the flesh 
is flesh"; and until we are !horn again, while in our 
natura!l state, we are dQminated by the carnal mind ~ 

, which does ,not mean that men of carnal minds 'are grossly 
seflsual: it simply .Illeans the natural min!!, the l!lind of 
the flesh whi'C'h mind,s the things of Hine and sense, ,b,ut 
has no view nor recognition of ·the s'piritual: "That which 
is .born of the flesh is flesh", the Scriptu·re says; and 
we are told that "to be carnally minded: is death", to ibe 
minding the things of the flesh, the thing,s of time and 
sense, without having any correspondence whatever with 
the spi.ritua!J realm, separated from Him Who is a Spi.rit, 
-thus to 'h'e carpally mind-ed is to die, the mi'nding of 
the things ,of the flesh lead~ inevitaibly to death. 

But tf:Jhere i·s anOitiher nature, tf:Jhere is a spdrilt;uaI nature. 
'Those who are in the flesh, we are told ·1ier~; "cannot 
'please ;'God". However educated one may h,e, 'however 

I 

amiaMe his disposition, however good a -neighbou.r or 
faithful a father, .. however ex'Cellent as a citizen, what
ever his hluman relationships may !he -, he may be a 
professor, he may be ·president ,of a university, he may 
'~e a leader in some department of 'human knowledge, 'he 
may ,be a man of hi.gh Erthical ideals, he may !he a man 
of unblemis'hed 'character so far as his 'outward record 
is concerned" ,but however fine he may the in all these 
respects, .if he has never ,been born again he is stiU in 
the flesh, for "that which is born of the flesh is flesh", 

,and "they that are in the flesh cannot please God": But" 
I say, there is another nature, a ,spiritual nature: we are' 
born from above, as we are 'born of the Spi.iit, we are 
begotten by the word of truth through the gospel; imd 
"that whkh. is !born of the .S'pirit", saith our Lord, "is 
spi.rit". He .differentiates between the two. Let me quote 
the whole text aogaiiJ.: "That which is 'born of the flesh 

'is flesh; and that which is ,born of the,'Spirit is spirit". 
And it was in that connection He said', "Ye must be tbOrn 
again"; "Except a man 'be born a'gain, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God". ' 

'Here the Apostle Paul is speaking of such as have 
been born of the !Spirit, and who are no longer in 'the 
fies,h, they have another nature, they have a spir.itual 
nature: "Ye are not in the flesh, -but in th~ ·Spirit, if so 
be that the Spirit of ,God· dwell in you" - you have been 
born again, and· you have been born aga·in by the Spirit, 
'by the operation of the Holy Ghost. Therefore, Paul 

,says, we are no'longer in the flesh 'but in the tS:,pirit, if 
the ISpirit of Christ dwell in us. 

Then we htave ,this tremendous utteran'Ce: "Now if any 
man have nolt ltJhe ISpiJii.t of ,Christ, he ,is none of Hds". 
The argument is that ~very believer who believes' on, 
Christ, 'having .been ,born' of the Spirit, must, 'of neces
sity, have the ,Spirit. Everybody who has ever been born 
from above has the Holy Ghost in some measure; for 
"if any man have not the Spirit of tC}('rist, he is none' 
of His". If yO\! bave not the Holy' Ghost, then you are 
not a Christian: to say that one may .be a Ghristian with
out having the Ha1y Spirit is abs01utely to deny the teach
ing of 'God's Word. EverY'body who has ibee~ born again 
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. 'has the Spirit; and if he 'has not the Spirit-, he has, not 
been born rag~in, and he is none of Christ's. . But the 

. -believer - do not ma'ke any mistake - may, alas, gri,!:!ve 
the Spkit, he may oppose the 'Spiri.t, he may live at 'a 
poor dying rate, crowding the .spirit out of much of his 
life'; ,but if the very life of 'God: is in him, it was im
planted- there by t'he regenerating grace of the Spiri~, 
and, that life 'is the life that beats from God-, it is etemal 
life, and will always remain. . oWe' may grieve the Spir~t, 

, but, on the other hand, it is our 'privHege so to yield to 
. the ISpirit that every ayenue of our nature will he open 

to Hi-m; and we may "be filled· with the Spi-rit". - , ~ / 

Let me put you young Christians on gu~rd against a 
grievous error here. Every true believer has the Holy 
Spirii, and .it is our privilege now to surrender to Him 
absolutely, day by day, 'hour by hour, and all through Hfe, 
yielding oursellves to His domina.fion, that our lives may , 
:be flooded by the divine Energy, that we may be under 
His contI'ol, and .that the fruits of the ·Spirit may a·ppea·r 
in our lives. If you have not the' Spirit you are none 
of His. What a terrible fate that would he. to have no 
part whatever in Jesus 'Christ, to be none of His! Whitt 
a terrible thing if His cross had· no relation to me; if 
His grave were '·not my' grave; His resurrection not my 
resurrection; His ascension and intercession a,t .the Fath
er's I'ight han'd of no -profit whatever to .me; if I had 
no part in the inneritance of the saints; if the blessed 

. hope of His return were no joy l!:..t all to me! Jf 1- have 
not the Spirit, if I have not been -born again - I may.be 
a prof~sor in theology, I'may be conspicuous in religious 
qeadership of some sort; but if I 'have not the 'Spirit, 
then I do not-helong to 'Christ. Do not -beg the question, 
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that is the ·plain matter of fact: if you have not been preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In 
'born Of the Holy 'Ghost, qUic'kened by divine power, what- the~ shall all nations. 'be Messed ....... He saith" ,_ 'God 
ever you are or are not, whatever you: have or have not;, the Holy Ghost saith _ "Not, And to seeds of many; but 
you are' none of Christ's'. Oh, that we may be sure of as of one, and to thy seed, whi~h is Christ" _ the Holy 

. our interest in Him! ' I .'Gh()st said that He said it in the book <if Genesis. It is 
That is just to set the text in its context. useless to say' that the'man who WIll say respecting' the' 
I s'han .deal ·particularly this morning with tJie assump-' inspi-red record of creation, that where'that disagrees 

tion that to have the "'Spirit of Christ" is to the so ami- with science, he will submit to the 'authori,ty of science 
.ruble, and so pacific, and so ,tolerant of everything, that first _ I say, that the m~n who ta:kes that 'posi,tion does 
a trlan will not quar,reI- even ~ith the 'Deviq ~ but h~ despite to the :Spirit of ,God.' It is contradicting the Holy 
will be just "hail fellow, weIl met", so 'gentle, so loving, Ghost, and the Holy Spirit never contradicts Himsellf. . . 

'so kind, that he willI have no rebuke for sin anywhere. Are we. necessarily' lacking in the Spirit of Christ ,be-

III. cause we oppose, for instance, Canon Driver's view of the ,/ 
. Scr'i,Ptmres, Read the ()ne !hundTed and tenltih Ps·aJl.m, Ulat 

Well, let us see. I must ask a few .qu~on: Is IT POS- marvellous prophecy about Melc:hizedek, and the prophecy 
SIBLE THAT A M,AN WHO DENIES THE AUTHORITY OF THESE which' our Lord Himself quoted when He said, "What 
SCRIPTURES, BREATI!ED BY \THE SPIRIT, INSPIRED BY TH~ think ve o/. Christ? U!hose son ~s he? They say unto hi,"!, 
HOLy;GHOST - IS IT POSSIBLE THAT A MAN WHO DENIES, ' The son of Da'l!id .. He-saith u.nto them, How then/do1)h 

.... THE 'GOD-BREATHED SCRIPTURES, HAS THE 'SPIRIT OF David in spirit caU him Lord, saying, The Lord saith 
CHRIST? or, in suC'h deni,al, is speaking by the iSpirit of unto my Lord, Sit· thou on my ·right hand, till I make 
Christ ~ God 'Cannot deny Himself; and the Holy Spirit thine enemies thy fQotstool"? Peter takes .1th8Jt Psalm 
.win never. deny His Own signature, nor ,repud.iate the also into his sermon on the day of Pentecost, and; accord
authority of that Word which He 'has inspired. I. do ing to the record, ",being full of the' Holy Ghost", tie 
not care, h()w amiable a man may be, how engaging his -maKes application of that PsaIm to Christ 'saying, "The 
personality how excellent his character, how -W-insome Lord saith unto my Lord, Sit thou on my Z;ight hand, un
and attractive 'in his .rellatioris'hips with -men - I affirm til I make thy foes thy footstool. 'l'herefore" - listen! . 
that the man who denies the' supreme authority of the - "therefore:let all the house of Israel kpow assuredly,' 
Bible as 'the Word- of God is not speaking .by the 'Spirit that iGod hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have 'cru
at. ;Ohiisit, w.hatever he -has. ,. Tlhe Holy Ghost wiH not cified, bo-th 'Lord and~ :Christ" .. That was the climax\of" 
deny that .which He has written. h'is sermon, that was, his master' al'gument; ·and' under 

Or, to be specific for a moment, the spirit that denies . the power of it ~hree thousand were convicted of their 
the supreme auth()rity, the ·infl}1lihility., of the book of sin. I say, that, the men who say that the. one, hundred 
'Genesis is not the :Spirit of iChrist. "'fhe Sc~ip~ure, fQre- and tenth Psalm)s not a Mes'sianic ,Psalm, as Dr. DriVer 
seeing that God would justify. the heathen through faith, aIid -those of his school 'say, h,?wever scholarly they may. 

\ , '/ 
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be, they cannot. possibly. hav:e the spi.rit; for the Holy 
Ghost will n{)t say one thing in this Book and contradict 
it iJt modez:n 'Yl'i.ting .. ~ 

'SO I may ~o 'On a,nd cllte the iiaaniliar case of ,tlie' 'book 
of Jonah. Beyond ·peradventure, the evangelists, writing 
.by inspiration, record the very wo-rds of our 'Lord; and 
our Lord saY$' that Jonah was an 'historical character, and 
that wh~ch i:s recOrded of ihim did actUally, HteraIly, take 
place. It is, 'if .language means anything, indisputable 
that Jesus Christ. suibscribed to the' historici'ty of the 
book of Jona;h; and I say that the inan who denies ·the 

· histor.icitj':of the 'book o~ Jonah, as our Professor 
· Marshall· does, whatever .he may have, in that denial, he 

has not the :Holy 'Spirit: it is impoS'Sible that the ·Spirit 
·of _,God should say one thhlg here and ·then absolutely 

· contradict.it elsewhere. I, .' '. 

... 
What is the significance of the .blood· of 'Christ? Listen: 
"But ;Christ 'being 'come an' h~h :priest of good things to 
come, -by a greater and more perfec.t tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that -is to say, not of this building; neither 

-,by 'the ,blood of goats I8lld caives, but !by' His own 'blood 
He ~tered in once into the holy place, having obtafiied 
eternal .redemption 'for us. For if the blood of bulls 
and of goats, and the asnes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh" -;- mark 

. this, wi.JI you? - "how much more "s'hall the hlood of 
Christ" - the 'blood of Christ! How was i·t ·shed.? -
"how much .more shall the blood of Christ,. who through 
the eternal 'Spirit offered Hims~.J.f 'without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead' works to serVe the 
living 'God"? The "etern.al iSpirit" was in that great 
Sacrifice'; it was through the "eterna'lSpi·rit" that'Jesus 
Christ {)ffered Himself without' spot for us: God the 
Holy Ghost was at 'Calvary, and, by His power Jesus 
offered Himself; and the Holy:Spiri·t will never .repudiate 
the atonement .which was there accom.·plished. And i 
say openly and fran'kly· anI!: without apology', that the 
man who denies that salvation <is through the hlood of 
IChrist; and :the b'lood of Christ· alone, whOever he may 
be, 'has' not the Spirit of Christ - the' Holy Ghost will 
never deny that. 

IV. 

. Ta~e 'another instance: a .. brother came to me the other
day and said, "You ought to, love Dr. Fosdick!' ·1 s·aid, 
"I do love- him as a 'poor benighted sinner; but as a 
Christian teacher I abs'olutely repudiate him, and ~egard 
him as an enemy of the gospeL" ISo-meone wilf say, "You 
ought to have the ';Spirit" of Christ'." Well, 'I ask you 
"this: ·Can a man have the Holy Spirit who .repudiates the 
Virgin Birth and: the .essential Deity of Jesus 'Christ? 
How came IChrist into the worlq? 'He was 'begotten of the 
Holy ·Ghost, !He. h~d but on-e human pare~t:. ~'W'hen the 
fulness of time was come, 'God! sent forth His 'Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them' that But there is' another' simple o'bserva·tion: NO MAN 

'were under. the law, that .we might receive the ado·ption. SPEAKING ~y THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL EVER BOAST OF. HUMAN 
of'sons". The promise of ·~cripture was that the "seed ' GOODNESS .. "They that. are in the flesh", I repe'at, "cannot 
of the .woman" should bruise the serpent's head. ·Jesus please God"; we ·must 'be born.-again in order to please 
Christ was the. son of' Mary, 'but He was not the son of Gpd. The special function of the Holy Ghost is to' con
Joseph. The 'Scri:pture says that He was ilivinely be- vict of sin and righteousness and judgment. There is 

"·gotten. Will any.man tell me that the man who' intrudes !lothing in .scI;iptu-re to support the theory. that there are 
upon 't~at holy Mystery and dares to'deI)Y-- as Fosdick elements' of indestructib'le goodness in thenattiral man: . 
and ·many of-his' school d'O ~ the truth of that Scri·pture "An have s'inned, aI)d' came short of the ·glory of ,God"; 
which says, "The Holy Ghost shall 'Come upon thee, and we are "dead in trespasses and in sins"; "For.in me (that 
the power of the Highest shilll 'overs'hadow the'e:' there- is, in my fle,sh) dwelleth no goo{l thing". You remember. 
fore also tha·t holy thing which shall' be .Iborn" of thee the gross, inexcusable comment which P.rofessor Marshall 

·s'hall be' called the Son of God'~-the Holy ·Ghost will made on that verse when' I challenged him on that point: 
never deny that; and the man who denies it, who says . "'Did: I say that the spiritual instinct was in the 1iver'? 
that -it involves a "biological miracle that is incredible to Did I say it was in the Ughts?, Did [ say "it was in the 

· the modern mind", simply exemplifies the truth that, the blood? I 6'add noothing of ItJhe sortt." Wh:aJt :is the meanling 
carnal mind is enmity 'against 'God - but I say that the of that .scripture? 'Paul is speaking of the fleshly nature, 
man who denies that is··of the flesh, and cannot .please the carnal mind; an:d that which is ,born of the flesh is 

'God:. The Holy Spirit wiI1 never deny that Jesus Christ flesh until it is quickened·,by the Spiri,t, and lie said, "In 
is, wi·th the Father .and the Holy Ghost, one ·God. me, in that natu·ral state, dweileth no good thing". And 

men who are speaking by the HO'ly Ghost d{) not speak like. 
that in c~ntradictjon of the ,teaching .9f the Word of God,. III. 

IOnce again: CAN IT BE SAID THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS 
SPEAKING THROUGH THE MAN ,wilo. DENIES 1-HE EFFICACY 
OF -THE PRECIOUS BLOPD; OR THE VICARIOUSNESS. OF ,THE 
ATONEMENT OF JEsuS ·.cHRIST? It is very wonderful, dear 
friends, to observe that the whole work of .redemption . 
was parti'cipated in, and is participated in, b~ the whole 
:Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Gho~t. ,When' Jesus be
gan His'public ministry He'was 'buried beneath Jordan's 
wave and the ;heavens opened and the 'Spirit of God, in 
the form of a dove, descended and lighted upon Him, 
and a voice f.rom heaven said, !'Th'is is My beloved iSon, 
in ~om I am well .pleased" - wlten, hy His 'baptism, 
o1,1r" Lord':p'rophesied and' predicted His death.in our 'be-

. half, going into the grave and coming out of the grave, 
· the Father and t'he Holy Ghost approved of His act. 

And what. saith 'the-ISCrlptures 3ibout that atonement? 
Let me {'ead a few verses from the ~istle to the Hebrews. 

. . • ". . ,.......:: .,' I." 

,And so of the whole category of revealed truth. Who 
is thE! Holy Spirit?' Who or what is the -Spirit of Christ? 
The Spirit of Christ is the Holy 'Spiri,t, the ,Spirit of 
Truth; and the ISpirit of Trutb..'has no concord with un
truth, the Spirit of Light has no agreement with da·rk
ness. "He'win. guide you into all ·truth". Pilate ·asked, 
'What is truth"? ana-went away; without an 'ans\\!er. Can 
you answer it - what is truth?i I can answer it.--not 
on my' own account, 'but(; from ,the ·Hook. This ds the 
answer: "Sanctify them" -.:.. J esue said in His high 
'priestly prayer -·in the seventeenth chapter of John -
'~Sanciify them. through ~hy truth: Thy Word is truth." 
God's Word is'truth without. any admixture of error; for 
it· is inspired by the !Spirit of Truth; imd no man denies I 

that Wo-rd .by the Holy Ghost - 'it is some other spirit, 
. not the 'Spirit of Christ that leads men :to a denial cif the 
Word of 'God. 

.-
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v. 
Are we then to be charged with not having the ·Spirit 

because we warn men of the dangers of the day? Has the 
H01y.spirit anything to say about that?; Listen: "Now the 
Spirit spea:keth expressly" - and the idea is that He 
dictates the words,. !t:h'at He speaks with express words
"the Spirit speaketh expressly" - what has the Spirit"to 
say? -. "that in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to,seducing spirits, and- doctrines 
of devils: speaking lies, in hypocrisy; having their con
science seared with a hot iron". The Word of God says 

.. 
the Lord Jesus ·Christ, 'by ta:king this old Book for what 
it is, the "Word of Go!l that liveth.and a:bideth for ever", 
-by Ibelieving that He died, and""' was buried, and rose 
again, and ascended, and is interce'ding, and is .coming 
back again - that is the whole gospel. Just leave your 
sins with Christ and sing, . 

"Jesus paid it all, 
• All tb Him -lowe' 

Sin had left a c.rimso'n stain, 
He washed it white-a,!! snow." 

that it is the Holy Spirit that expressly warns us that, May we be al!1 His t{)-day and· for ever. 
in the latter times some" will depart: from the faith. Are •. Shall we bow in prayer: 0 LOrd, we rejoice that when 
we running counter to the Spiri~ when we can attention Thou d{)st save us, Thou'dost a·bi!ie with us, as we heard 
to the very things that the .spirit teaches, when we warn in song this morning, "Our L()rd aibideth." We would 
men to be on their guard? not. think of Thee as an absent ISaviour. We know Thou 

-. . didst die for us, and iii the Person of ,the H{)ly Spirit .... 
VI. Thou art here to dwell .in us, and that we may have 

1 wish 1 could- 'go into it at length, but 1 shall just read -Thee all the time, and every day. We pray that this 
a word or two before 1 'Close of the example we have in morning some may 'be led ,10 decision by these simple 

. Jesus Christ. He retu·rned from His tempta\fon ill the word!s. May those of us who are Thy chUdren so yield 
·power of the ,Spirit, and wrought in the power of the ourselves to the !Spirit of God- th~t we may be witnesses, 

-. Spirit, for the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one; and that we ,may !be alble to say, "We are his witnesses of 
listen for a moment to what the ·Spi·rit of Christ says these things; and' S{) 'is also the Holy ·Ghost,-whoni, God 
'through the lips of Christ about false teaching: "Woe hath given to them that obey Him". Hear us in Jesus' ' 
unto you, scrilbes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 'ye shut IlI8IIlle, Amen. -From The GospeZ Witness of Sept. 9, 
up the' kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither 1926. 
go in yourselves, neither suffe.r ye them that are enter
ing t{) go in. 'Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees; ihypo
crites! for yeo devour widows' houses, land for a pretence 
make long prayers: ·therefore ye shall receive the greater. 
d!'lmnation. Woe unto you, scri'bes and Pharisees, hypo-

- crites! for ye 'compass, 'sea and land to, make one prose
ly:t~" - ~nd- let me 'remind you ,that this thing against 
which we do battle does compass sea and land literally 
to make pz:oselytes; it is the most 'aggressive thing iIi 
the world, a pestilentia1 rodent, gnawing its way 'into 

, 
A HOLIDAY SUGGESTION 

Some Christians will -be going for the summer months 
to a Bible 'Conference or.' some Christian camp. We 
would sU&1gest that you obta'in'the names and add,res'ses 
of your new acquaIntances there, teU them that you are' 
a subscriber to THE ,GOSPEL WITNESS and that you are 
going Ifri have fou·r free sample copies sent to Ibhem- with 
no obligation wh~tever to them. :Send ~s the names and 
we shd atten'd to: ·sending the sa,mple copies toward the 
end of the summer when vacati{)n'S are over.' , 

IStart today! Send us the names of your Christian 
friends. 

, every religious house. What does He say of that ,ancient 
time - "ana. when he is made, ye make him twofold more 
the child of hell thani yourselves" -:- it was the iSpirit, of 
Christ that said that! .1 'have only time to 'pic'k out a 
few passages -. "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, , 
hypocrites! for ye ate like unto whited .sepulchres, which 
indeed ~ppear 'beautiful outward, but are within bIl of QUARTETTE RECORD FOR SALE 
dead men's 'bones, and {)f all uncleanness". Then He con- The Toronto Baptist Seminary Quartette has recently 
cludes His terrible 'indictment with these words: "Fill - concluded a tour of a number of Ontario churches. This, 

I ye up then the measure of your fathers" - the Spirit of singing group received a hearty response in all the places 
Ohrist is sp,eaklng when He says -'- "ye ser:penits, ye 'gen- visited. At the conclusion of the tour, the quartette 
eration of vipers, how can y~ escape the damnation of • recorded three selections on a 'high quality p!latter. Read
hell"? To-whom were, they s'poken? To' fa~se teachers, to ers who desire records may 'obtain them by writing today 
people who were blind guides, lead·ing·.people to destruc- to Mr. ,So .Pourret, "Records", 130 Germrd' at. ·E., Tor-
tion, in opposition to the Word and will 'of God. . onto 2. The cost is $1.50 each. 

-My 'brethren, 'let us speak the truth 'in love always·; 
!but as we have the iSpirit of Christ 1 a:mpersuaded that 
we shall stand uncompromisingtly ,by-this Book, and· for "I:HE TRANQUIL LAND 
the 'eternal verities of the faith. . 0 the blessed tranquility, of -that regi{)n, where there 

IAre t1i~re any unconverted here this mo.rning? Are is nothing Ibut sweet continued peace! :0 healthful plilCe, 
there any that are none of Chris-t's? It is not 'important' where none are sick! 0 fortunate land, where al'l 'are 
that you should ibe a member of the church - although kinogs! O"holy assembly, where all a·re 'priests! How free 
all Christians ought to belong to the body of Ch·rist's a state, where none are, ~ervan'ts 'but to their supreme 
'People. It is not so se~ious if you have but little money , Monarch. The poor man shall no more be tired with his 
and few friends, or if, indeed, you have ·poor health; but - labours: no more hunger or thirst, 'cold or nakedness: , 
to be "none of His", to be without Him, to be on the out- no pinchin'g frosts'-or scor~hing heats. Our faces shall 
-side .of the gate, to be in danger of hearin.g Him say, no more be pale or sad; no more breaches in friendship.-
"D'epar.t from Me. 1 never knew you" - that is a ter- nor parting of friends asunder. -
l'ihle-thing. How may you become His? 'By be1i,eving on -RICHARD BAXTER 

\ 
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SELF SA~ISFACTION 

THE Christian should 'be. perfect~y 8ati8fied with the 
. work which .the Lord Jesus 'Christ has accomplished 

. on his behalf; it couId likewise be said that ·he· is fully 
. satisfied with all of the 'great objective truths of' the 
·gospel. The very contemplation of the whole divine plan 

when what is needed is a confession of weakness? In
deed, have you g·rown iIi grace as you should have? Have 
you done all for 'Chti&t that you cou1d do? If so, you may 
be self-sa.tisfied . 

VARIETI:ES' OF PREACHING 
for hum'an redemption ·must cause intense gratitude to 
wen up .from the very d'epths of the redeemed soul. This I perceive four strong men on their journey toward r 
commendable satisfaction rests upon the fact that the Laza'Fus' grave, for the purpose of· raising him to life, 
'message with which we are supremely contented has come One of them, who, is eminent for his ... piety, says, "I 
from God himself and has satisfied the demands of d'ivine wm descend into £h'e g·rave, and ·will take with me a bowl 
justice. In short then,' we should 'be satisfied with the' of 1Jhe salt of, 'duties, B:nd will rub him ",ell with the 
objective work which the Lord has'done on our behalf. '&ponge of natural abi1ity," He enters the grave, and 
, There is anothe~ type of satisfaction, which, however, -commences his rubbin'g ·,process. I watch his operations 
is unbecoming and detrimental to ,the Christian. While' at a distance, and after a while inquire, "WeH, are there 
we are satisfied with what God! bas done in redeeming any symptoms of life there? Does he arise, does he 
us, we. should ever :be dissatisfied with our own inner breathe,_ my brother?" "No such thing," he replies, '''he 
growth and with our service for the\ Lord, A sad Eltate is still quiet, and I canno,t salt him to, will -=- and besides 
of, affairs has' set in if the !believ.er ever becomes self-' this, his smel~ is rather heavy," , 
satisfied .. This self-satisfaction may assume many a,t- . "Well," says the second, "come you out; I was afraid 
tractive and- disan.rning forms' and may be couched in that your means would not answer the purpose;'let me 
terms suggesting that God-should receive the glory but enter the g·rave.'~ ,The second enters, carrying in his' 
its essence is carnal for njl' mortal, redeemed or lost, has hand a whip of the 'scorpions of threatening; and, says 
anything to 'be satisfied about in his inner life; nor has he, "I will make him feeL" He directs his s-corpion and 
any Chri&tian anything to :be perfectly satisfied about in fiery ministry at the ;dead corpse ; !but in vain, and I 
his service in the gospel. hear him crying out, "All -is unsuccessfu~; dead he is 

Actually self-satisfaction, in its "spi·ritual" manifesta- after all." . 
tions, is a leftover from the worst,kind of Phariseeism-' . Says the thi,rd, "Make room for' me to enter, and I will 
"I thank thee, ,that I am not ~s other'men are, extortion- see if I cannot bring him to life," He'enters the grave, 
ers, unjust: adulterers, or even as this publican, i fast and ta'kes with him a musical pipe; 'it is melodious as the 
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that J possess." song of love; but there iiNlo dancing in the grave. 
What a pe,rfect ·picture of religious self-satisfaction in The .fourth says, '''¥eans of them~ves can effect noth
every a·ge! Talmage o:bserves that the attitude of the ing, but I will go for Jesus, who is the resurrection and 
Pharisee, as he went up' to the temple to "pray", could the life," Immediately he leaves to seeJc for Christ, and 
be -condensed .into three small words -' "Clear the track!" speedily returns, accompanied' by the Saviour, And when· 

ISelf-satisfactioh, as long .,as it exists, will ·prove to ·be the Lord came, he stands in the door ot the ·!l..epulchre, and 
an insurmountable hind·ranc'e to blessing for it smothers cries out, "Lazarus, come forth" and the dead Ibody is 
the sense of need; in'reaHty, it proclaims to a heaven that instantaneously instinct with life, '. 
is waiting to pOur out hlessing '_ "I am rich, and in- Let 'our -confidence be in- the voice of the Son of God, 
creased with goods, and have need of nothing.",' Are we And 'let us tu,rn' our. faces' toward the 'wind, and say, "0 
not all subject ·to this temptation? Yet no Christi'lin can -breath, come from Ibhe' four winds,_ and Ibreathe upon 
'afford to r~ach the sad state where 'he has become satis- 'these slain, that they may Bve!" . ' 

J .fied with what he i.s or does, When the malady of self~ , -CHRISTMAS EVAN,S 
/ sa:tisfaction sets in, even ·prayers of thanksgiving can be 

, subtle forms of boasting. The ear, too, is.ldeaf to the 
pleadings of the Spirit as He speaks through the Word, 
for the self-satisfied' soul imagines that there is no high~r 
ground, for him to occupy, 

Even more tragic is the consideration that we are apt 
to conclude that our own low state' of carnal self~satis
faction is the norm for Christian Hving; there is then the 
'inevitable tendency -to be unduly critical of others who 
feel their own ,insufficiency :and Who desdre !better 
things, 
_ Is it not als'o painfully true that we are a.pt to be defi

cient in that v.ery thing in which we pride ourselves and 
with which we are satisfied?' The church at Laodicea was 
proud of its imagined, ri~hes, its increased' ,goods and 
its self-sufficiency but the Lord's verdict was that they 
lacked the very things of which they :boasted - "thou 
art ~yvretched, and miserab'le, and poor, and blind, and, 
naked," Self-satisfaction ~an !be an escape mechanism 
which we employ to cover up our most glaring failures. 

ICan,it ,be that any individual, any church or '!lny 'group 
could Ibe so self-satisfied as to revel or ,boast of what they 
have done for the Lord ~ ,Can any of us 'actually boast 

,. 

STA(;NANJ; "C~URCHES" 
It is 'possi'ble for. worldly and- stagnant communities 

calling themselves "churches" to thwart Christ's purwse, 
and to make it '·both imposs'i'ble and undesirable that He 
should; add to theIil the souls that He 'cares about. It is 
a solemn thing to . feel that we may dog Christ's chariot
wheels, .that there may be so little spil'itual life in uB, 
as a :con'gregatio~, that, if I may so say, He dare not 
trust us with the responsibility of ,guarding and, keeping 
the young converts whom He loves and tends, We may 
not be fit to ,be trusted with them, and that may Ibe why 
we do not get them. IJt may, not be ·good for them that 
they should be dropped into the ref.ri-gerating atmosphere 
of such a church, and that may be why they do not 'Come. 

.-ALExANDER MACLAREN 

My universal r~edy in need 'Of any kind is to make 
known my requests unto God, and then ;1 seek' to believe 
that 'God has heard me forI His dear ,Son's sake, and I 
look Ollt for ""'answers to my ,petitions and fully expect:r 
them. '~EORGE MULLER. 

. ",..,., , 
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Children, Offered :to ·.Moloch· ~ A' Modern ·P.ractice 
.. By C. H. Spurgeon .. I 

IT:.H~ diffic~lt b; g~uge the depth' of depravity which Victim. Of c~urse she must Ibe·.d.ressed like a' vain woman 
. led· men in old time to .pass their children through of the world, .and taught to. dance; and set ·to sing songs 

· the fire to Moloch. We shudder as'we think of such cruel whkh are not thoee of Zio~, . Would you keep her. out 
homa·ge .to a !ie.!1d'blasphem.ously·rdignlified with the name' ·of s~ciety?: She must "be intr9duced ·.to frivolous acquaint-"'
df "god". We. 'can hardily imagine that there now lives. - ances, and allowed' to attend questiona'b1e ,amusement!? 
ti~on the'" face. of the ear,th a buman ·being. who would' Why/not? She willby-and-:by be picked, up·by some grace~ 
~ttempt -to justify so immeasurable a c·rime. 'This seems ... les·s fellow, who ~i1l make her it himdsome husband, and 
to 'have 'been the culmination of Manasseh's¢normous ' most -probably devour her sUlbstari-ce, laugh h'er out of 
mass of sin: "an.d he .caused his children to pass through every ·pretence 'of' religion,: and make her' a JIl.i~erable. 
the fire inj;he valley of the· son of Hin'nom." Nothing can woman: 'but Rgain we ·ask, What of, that? Society must 

-be conceived of more atrocious, and though' the king him-· have its victims, and jt seems that she must kidnap them 
s~lf repented·, and obtained .:mercy. of J eho.vah, yet in from 'Ghristian. fami!J-i~s, andl Christian men ~nd women 
after y:ears this ·g·reat" s~n of. Judah's ruler, :connived at :must act as executione·rs o'f theirq~n children,· aiding and 

· by his 'people, was-iaid to the nation's .charge; ·and. there-. abetting ·their ·giving up of their souls.to.the most heart
fore were the people removed into aU kin-gdoms. of the less and most foolish of all· the world's idols, called· 
earth. . .' society. Ala·s! that the sgciety of !?aints should, be 8.0 

Now, a crime wh'ieh can no longer 'be committed in 'one dul~, the ways of- God so desolate, that to give the dear -
form ~ay still be perpetrated in .anoth~r:. the essence of girls a little "life" ·they must be led over to the world's 
the transgression may abound long after one form of it .. transparent lies,' arid 'taught to find happiness amid its 

,.hal! been utterly abolished. [t is so with this immolation . base enchantments. . 
'of children ·to Moioch: it is practise.d stil~; practised by • 
many who wea.r. the "Christian name. We grieve as we Upon 'both ,boys and girls this immolation is f·requently 

"ra-ctis~d under tp~ pretence of 'giving them a first-ra'te·· write, 'but the rebuke must not be withheld. Too m·any d . , 
professorl!.. -sacrifice their .ehildren's 'souls to the Moloch e uc~tion. At.home; a school .is selected only because of 

: of the worid': What means the placing of boys in. godless its fashionable reputation; 'and at next vacation time ,the 
, ~oung 'people have already learned so much that they 

~miIie~ as apprenti'ces?· Why are lads placed, for blisi- ask why.they may not go to the theatre, for they have 
ness . ad;VI!Rtages, where their mora1s are -tainted,and~ "g.reatly enjoyed private theatricals; and soon it oozes out . 
·their souls .defiIed·1. In sadly too many cases the great that they are schooled in a.il kinds of evil through the .. 
q·uestion as to religious example .js not even asked·, but z~_alous tutorship of tbeir~ .schoo1fellows, for which no 
the 'one and only consiq'e.ra:tion i-s to 'get the youth into antidote lias pe.en found: ·in. the holy warnings of earnest. . 
a.large·firm; where', by push and energy, he may ·:dse teaChers, for the teachers have also. helped·them as 'fal' 
into a .position .. True, he may :be initiated into the foulest· . . 
vice: ibut what. of that? The principal is .irreligious, and m~o world-liness and gai.ety as they decorously ~ould. 'But 

· cares nothing a1bout godliness, or even about morals; and the fashion is' to send: young people abr6a~ to lea.fn 
the house' might readily ibe known to be a hotbed of every m9dern languages, and with these they learn a great 
form ·of. evi~':' but ,what of that? The ,boy· is doomed' to ·many yices an,d,:errors, Iboth ancient and modern .. It is 
go through the Moloch-fire, and .the . father, though a a Catholic' schoo'L - What of that? Wha-t 'of anything,· 
member -of a IChristian church, pushes his ·iboy into the indeed?'- If 110t a ·P9pish s'chool, the' tElaching is tainted . 

- with 'German un'belief:' what of that? These are only· 
fIame§ with a hypocrit\cal pr~yer that he may ·not·!he too spa.rks of the Moloch fire. Can we "have a burriing ~ith:' 
'badly burned. Perhaps his son does make a business-
man, 'and an .jnfidel, or a debauched young .man: bllt out smoke and black?< ·These Puritan ·scruples are old-

, --: ·fashioned.. The young peo-ple: must .kn·ow F.rench and 
.' what 'o~ t~at ?;,How can"parents "avo.id. such.' calamities? Ger'man, ev~n if -they go· to: Tophet :hi. ·'the ·procells. . And 
· We 'hesltRte not to say that the damnation of 'many a son this is. the si.Jent thought of church-members, deacons, 
has been directly .contracted for by his own fatMr when and, 'must we' add, ministers? H is. ,even so .. Surely the 
he signed the boX's indentures. It would' be idle if we . 
threw our child o'ver Ii predpice, to kneel· dowii .. 'and de- prayers of such· saints for their child·ren's salvation must 

make even pandemonium !laukh: Su.ch a fine farce, such 
voutly pray that be might arrive safe~y' Rt the .bottom: a. rare 'comedy, must be an entertainment- such as the 
his nia.~.g'ledca·rcase w~uld .grimly mock our detestable . f d k ld t d'l t f h' I . prmce 0 ar ness ·cou no rea '1 y ge up or' IS roya 
supplica:tions; but when parents place their offspring deleclation in' the Opera 'Comique of hell if he had not the 
under the' influence of graceless «::mployers, to. live .with . 
youths "of licentious character, it· is just as .absurd for help of Christian -profes·sors. When worldlings· do thus 
them to talk of their pleadIng 'fo.r their dear boys that with their cbildren 'none can :blame-tliem; but·this from 
they might be kept from: the eVil of the wic'ked city. men and .women who· talk of holiness and communion ,with 

... Ghastly '{alseness! They thrust them into .the fire, and . the 'Lord Jesus! This from those who aspire to be sou1-, 
cover their infamous act with ·the loathesome unction of ·.winners! Why, it must seem to a~elzebub to be too much 
a prayer that tliey may come out of" the burning, fiery of a good thing. . 

.\ 

furnace u·nha·rmerl·. Nebuchadnez.zar· never went the This mischief m'ay b~ detected in another 'form,. in the· 
leng·th of such 'impiety!. too common drinking customs, _which a·re stm· cherished 

. IThe ,girl, ,too, is not safe from the cruel ·kindness of 'in a. few famili'es: ChildTen are taught to d'rin'k, ,encour
·herparents. and in her case the mother is often much aged to.~rink, ·and praised foX d·rin·king.; the glass is ev~n 
to blame. The Moloch of sociei11 shan· have her ror its made a rewa·rd for good conduct. It will be 'little wonder- ... 

. ' 
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if they grow up to equal, and sur,pass their seniors, when
precept and example are potnted- by contemptuous jests 
aimed at ·a,bstainers. We have heard Christian people, 
decla.re that if their children acquired a taste for strong 
drink it should be in ·after life, but they would not bear. 
the res'ponsibility of training them in it; and we have 
taught this to fbe true 'COmmon sense. But wl1a-t is that 
spirit which 'leads a pr'ofessed believer in Christ to put 
the bottle to his neighbour's mouth, nay, to his child's 
mouth? What is -that spirit which has in~uced some to' 
tny;nple upon the ~cruples of the li~tleone. and exc'la,im 
in anger, "I will have none of such nonsense. Are 'you 
going to teach .your parents, and, set up to 'be hetter than 
they?" Thousands of bpys are the victims of Bacchus, 
for -their fathers train them to take their share' of beer; 
this'is mostly among the working-classes; but a,re 'there 
not too many in_alI ranks of society who in other shapes 
offer their .'children upon the altar of the. fiery fiend? 
Let the carefui pa,rent think this matter over 'before he 
further countenances wine at juvenille parties', or at holi
day festivals. !t may seem a trifle, and-in itself it may 

<> ,'. 

.~ 

be so; but whep the son becomes a sot, it will afford his 
father no pleasure to ·remember that he told him to "stick. 
to his beer," or tau·ght him how to know a glass of fine 
old port. If men will resolve to be' the slaves of sin, it 
is not of necessity that the sin shou'ld be intoxication, 
which exer1ts so' baneful an influence u·pon those .around 
them, and so fearfully o'pens the .door to tither vices. Yet 
it is to this most g.roveIling of idols that multitudes of 
the young are offered up a living sacrifice; and the ques-':'" 
tion is - 'Shall ·this be done by those who claim to ·be
members of the b~ of .christ? Oh. that the . answer 
mi'ght be°a negative, -- emphatic, unanimous, decisive! 

Murder is a deed most'foul. Sou~-murder cannot be put 
into a secondary class of guilt. The soul-murder of our 
own children must be a crim'e which reeks' to heaven. 
Will not everyone, who fears that he may have been 
chargea:ble therewith.J cry out before the Lord, "Deliver 
me from b'lood-gui~1iness, 0 God, thou 'God of my salya-
tion"?, As it willi Ibe our crown' to win souls, so will it 
be a dishonour and a blot to cause a soul to perish. T.he 
Lord hold us Il)l~ck from·so grav!'! a crime. Amen. 

PERSONAL EVANGELISM I. 

By Rev. Edw.ard Last 

THIS su'bj~~t is one' of vital impor-tance, conc~rning a 
work whIch' perhaps, more than any other, repays 

the worker. \ 
Let 110 one think lightly of this branch of Christian 

service, or that it can be done without preparation. For 
it, sanctified common-sense and, tact,. as weI'! as grace, 
are required,: "A word spoken in season, how good it 'is !," 
(Prov. 15 :23). It is not always easy to speak a point~d 
personal 'word - the ,right word atr'the right time. For 
this as well as for everything else done for 'God, His aid 
is requi.red.- Thlis Isaiah- says: "The Lord hath 'given me 
the tongue of the learned' that' I may know how to speak 

'.' a word in season to him that is- weary." (Isaia'h 50:4). 
Thus we see it 'is no_ small thing to s-peak a wo·rd for 
Christ. 0 

--'NEED ANn 'IMPORTANGE.~It ,is increasingly evi-' 
dent that there are multitudes who. are never found in 
any place, of worship. The non-C~urch-going masses are 
ever growing. /" . 

In every city, or good sized town, there are many who 
by their occupations are kept from attending re'ligious 
ser;yices~even if they wisheq to do so. 

A Wide Field 
Then there a~e the many respectable -poor who do not. 

like to be found in' any phlce of worship unless decent~y 
claq, and .many hard--wo,rking mothers also, by the force 
of circumstances, kept froiD the assembly of 'God's people. 

" Then, moreover, .there is the great mass of people of all 
conditions who 'have lost all touch with the spiritual life 
of the nation, and seem contj'!nt to li,ve witho!!t 'God. 
What a field for the would-'be soul-winner! What a need 
for all God's 'people to have a ·passion fo·r souls, and to 
seek by persona:! effort to win 'them one by one! 

I have spoken thus far of the non.JChurch-going, hut 
the need for personal evangelism is seen among those who 
are found under the :G'ospel preaching. E~perience p1'0VeS 
that vel'yoften the pu'blic p~oclama.tion of the message 

.' 

needs to be follo~ed by the personal word before decision 
is made. If 'Christians would Ibe on thi loo'k-out for those 
impressed at the services, and spe!lk a kindIy word at the 
close, harvests of souls would be continually gathered in. 

'Dr. Torrey te}l)s us, that in the Church of which he 
was pastor !before sta,rting out as an evangelist, every 
pew in. the building had in it an earnest worker watching 
for souls, and at the close of every service sinners were . 
saved. . 

We cannot too strongly emphasize the importance of 
this work. 

OPPORTUNI'TIES FOR 'PE:RlSONAL EVAN'GELlSM. 
These are niany and varied. 'ro .the one constantly watch
ing for s'ouls they will 'continuaUy offer. themse'lves. 
Journeying iby car, and more es'pecially by train, one will 
find openings for commencing a conversation about some 
matter which will lead up' to the most important theme 
of all. An inquiry of a railway official concerning the 
qeparture or ar·rival of a train, may,' after the informa-' 
tion received has 'been courteously acknowlejilged, lead to 
you offering to give him guidance upon most vital mat
ter!l~ At· other times, ,after answering to, ,the best of 
you·r ability· any,' que_stion put concerning some general 
suhject, it ought to ,be easy for the Christian worker to 
get in a word for fChrist: A gentleman was asked by a 
reporter if he couqd direct 'him to a certain gentleman: 
"I am very sorry," he replied, "that I cannot .direct you: 
:had you asked me the way to Heaven I could have told 

',you that. Do you know the way to Heaven?". he con
tinued. ~·No,". said the reporter, _!'J cannot say J .do." 
"Well, it is just-this," said the gentleman, and then went 
on 'to explain the way of Salvation, and there and then the 
reporter-yielded to 'Christ. 

A young man in a Church of which I 'was pastor was 
called as a plumber, to do some work outside ~ hO'use, and 
when lie had fin,ished, called at the door to teIl the woman 
living there that the work was done. She, iri conversa
tion, dropped _a remark which led him to see she was un-, 

, 



, 
\ 

I 

'8 (184) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE ... July 5, 1956 

saved, and conscious of· the fact. He at once spoke very 
definitely about spiritual things, and findoing that she 

, was anxious, explained the way Of salvation and had the 
joy of leading her to Christ. Telling me of the incident; 
he sidd: "I had to work ali my dinner-hour t.o make· up 
for tnE\ time I had taken belonging to my master," and 
I'~ikea him the better that he remembered to deaf hon-' 
estly with 'his earthly master while sMking to serve his 
heavenly: -

- / 

spi·ritual things, because the one to whom we are speak-
ing. is expecting to' ,be dealt with and is prejudiced. D. L. 
Moody was an expert at soul-~inning, and. sometimes 
'knOWing the one he sought .to save had s-teeled himself 
against personal dealing, would not speak upon these vital 
matters for a time. !J.pon one. occasion, Mopdy, without 
mentioning z:eligion, played tennis aU the 'aftern~on with 
a young fellow who was expecting .'to, be buttonholed 
straightaway. It was after he had. won the young fellow 
to himself he wO'n him to ,Christ. 

, Wayside Ministry . \ The tactful worker will' nO't intrude when the pel~son 
I give these instances to show how in the daily round is overwhelmed- with buginess, nor rebuke a man when 

of life mal).y opportunities occu,t of soul-winnip.g. I be- 'he is:angry. 'By waiting for a time of !leisure it win be 
lieve in the wayside ministry as illustrated in the incident found that the busy man has an open mind and the angry 
of Jesus at the well of 'Samaria (John 4). While weary, ;man will have cooled down, 'an'd 'prO'ba1oly will have.seen . 
resting 'by the way, off duty, as we 'might say, He won his folly before you speak If the' advance made t.o speak 
'a soul, the winning O'f wh'ieh led to a great revival. I do about spiritual things is met with a ,rebuff, it is well to 
'not think as some d'o, that "!:Ie must needs go throu~h dO'se the conversation with a kind remark, and to shoVl' 
Samaria" 'because this wO'man was there: The needs-be, there 'is no ill-feeling, speak u,pon some general ·subje~t. 
wa~ th5<.it was the,d'i,rect ~oute. <?oi·n~ that way~ ~n t~e... In the old coaching days, Robert MurraY'McOheyne was 
ordmary course He. met lIls opportum:~- and .selze~!t. travelling from Perth to A:ber~een, and- after general con-
.. II h~ve already spoken of the op~ortumtIes whIch ?lirls- servatiO'n with a.~lad'y passenger 'in the- coach, put a 

tians h~~e at .the close of a servIce .. It o?ght to' be an pointed 'question concerning' ·her. s.piritual condition. ,She 
easy. thIng to spe~k ·to those at our. SIde fIrst about th.e indignantly replied., "Sir, T am a !bishop's da.ughter." 
_~ervlCe or add·ress, and then ·get to' close (Juarters. Mulb- _Whereupon McCheyne courteously said, "Madam, I could 
tudes have been wO'n that way.. have wished you were th~ daughter of....a King." A few 

'A gentleman who was scepti'ca:llt incliI).ed attended a days later McOheyn~ received a letter from the ~ady, say
Churcp where the minister prepared and preac'hed for ing she could now sign 'herse)f" "A King's Daughter". 
his benefit some very s-ch'Olarly, argumentative sermons, -The' Christian !?'iRhm!%n 
showing: the folly of scepticism and demonstrating the . 
truth of Christianity. ISome time afterwards the gentle-
'm~ stated-he had decided for IChrist and desired to jo-in 
the church: The minister asked: ''Which sermon was it 
led you to make a decision?" "None of them," repUed· the 
gentleman; ",but one day as I walked' d'own the ais~e, I 
saw a feeble poor old woman and I offered her my'arm 
to·assist her ·along. As she tOO'k it she looked· up into my 
face, and said, "Do you .Jove my Jesus?' and T had no rest' 
until I ~as able to say, 'I love Him.~ " . 

Personal experience has taught me t'hat there' are many' 
waiting ·fO'r someo.ne -to speak to them about spiritual 
things. In one Qf -my pastorates I started a sou~-winning. 
campaign, and, visiting ·people in their homes, told them 
·plainly 1 had· come to' lay ;before them· the claims of 
Christ. '. In' four months about e'ighty made . decisions, 
many of them marri-ed· '~ouples, some of whom had Inot 
been in a place of worship for many years. Had my other 
duties permitted me to ,go on with this work, I am s~re 
many -more would' have been ga,.thered in. 
. I have made a point of speaking to young men and lads 

upon the street, .frequently late at night, and have the 
names and addresses' of about twO' hund·red who professed 
to trust Christ through this effort. 

, THE TACT RE'QUIREID FOR PERSIONAL EiV ANGE
LlSM.-Tact is defined as touch, fee'1ing, peculiar s'kill, 
or fa~ulty, ni'Ce perception, especi~Hy "in seeking what to 
say or do in given circumstances. Tact will- enable the 
worker to say the right ·thing, at the ritght time, in the 
right way. Want O'f tact often spoils the plans of others. 
I have sometimes .been asked by ,parents right before 
their sons or daughters to speak to. such about their 
souls, and I have felt my ,pul"P'osehindered by t.he bar
riers thus raised, by such tactless Christians. 

" . 
The tactful seeker wiil pray, plan,- and watch. So~e-

times it is wise to refrain for a time from speaking abou,t 

God give us men. A time like this demands " 
Strong -minds, great hearts', true faith, and ready 

hands; . 
Men whom the lust of office does not kHl ; 

Men whom th!,! 'spoils of office cannot buy; 
Men who_possess.opiniO'n·s and a will; 
- Men whO' have 'honor - ~n who will not lie. 

~OSIAH -GILBERT HOLLAND 

'. 
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I::be J arb is ~treet ~ulpit 

A Message' of '~bounding' Hope' 
. -

for Troubled Pe~ple' 
A Sermon by Dr..-T. T. Shields . . 

Preached in Jarvis Street Ba.ptist Church, Toronto, Sunday ~vening, August 29th, 1926 

(IStenographi~alHy Reported) 

"But God commendeth 'ms 'l'Ove toward us, in 'that, while ·we were yet sinners, 
,Christ dIed for us."-Romans--5:8. ., -',-

WHEN th!! Apostle Paul proclaimed the gospel to the 
Y-philosophers of Athens they rema·rked of "him, that 

"he seemeth to 'be a setter forth of strange gods," and 
they begged him to preach' to them again on another 
occasion. The reason for. their interest in the gospel is 
pa.re,nthetically assigned in these words: "For all the 
Athenians and. strangers \yhich were there spent their 
time in nothing elise, but either to tell, or to hear some 
new thing." And from then until now there have a:lways 
been found' people who are enamoured of the new {hing, 
they want to see some new thing, If you go sight-seeing 
anywhere on this Continent they will be li.kely to direct 
your attention to, the newest ibuilding:, to a great new 
buosiness bloc'k, or some sort of monument; and you Wtill 
usuaHy find that they wiq'l tell you how much it cost -:.... 
it 'is a million-dollar enterprise, or a' ten million-dolla·r 
enterprise - but 'it is something new. Do not say that 
belongs. to the 'Stars and 'Stri'pes, because Canadians are 
just' as ,baain that respect, let us make no mistake about 
it ~ always boasting of the "new" thing. But if you 
go sight-seeing in the Old Land, they Willi be Ukely to 
direct· you to the oId· places, to the ·places of historic .in
terest; an!I 'if you .view them with historic perspective, 
if there is a fund of historical knowled'ge in your mind, 
you will be able to hear the tramp of the centuries as 

. you view the old thing. 

And I fear that in the ,realm of religion people are 
greatlly tempted to desire that which is new. I confess 
to a fondness fo~ things that haye been tested and proved., 
I am glad, to know when a new bridge has been ,built, but 
1 like to be sure that the thing has 'been .properly t.ested 
before I cross it. and when I know that thousands have' 
gone ac,ross 'before me. 1 am not out of love with it be
cause it is an old 'brid'ge: it has borne others, it wi'll carry 
me. Som~times I travel late at nIght, I go away to' a ' 
meeting sometimes 'and get ,back in the small hours of 
the morning - and ,I often realqy think that I ought to 
be albIe/to say, "How do you do" to a:1I the milkmen i.n 
Toronto, for they a-re frequently about their business, 
going their rounds, when I am going home. 'It is a pro
saic sort of ,business. A friend of mine said to me once -
when I was going away for a holiday, ''One 'of the de" 
lights of my holiday always is to look out for jobs I don't 
want." WeH, that is rather a se'lfish view of things, I 
think; 'but I confess I see some men doing things that 1 
am arf.raid' 'I could not do very successfully, a-nd the milk-

'\ 

mep, and the 'bakers, and the electric light man down 
there in the power-house somewhere just attending to 
the .daiiy round, of duty - there is nothing particularly 
heroic about their service unless 'it' be the he~ 'of 
perseverance. The longer I .Jive the more admiration I 
'have for the men and women who 'are wHling to do the 
sam!! task 'just as thorough1y as it can be done - and to 
do it again to-mor.row - ana' to keep on doing it .. -

Now I think there is a gre'at temptation sometimes for 
a minister to try to mark out for himself some new path. 
I 'believe' that ·back of much of the philos.ophy of Higher 
Criticism there is a very large element of that human 
vanity that leads men to persuade themselves and their 
fellows that they ai--e wis&r than' their forebears, and that 
they have discovered some "new" thing of which the 
wor'ld was ignorant..antil their arrival! We:ll, I have -been 
preachi.ng tJhe gospel for a few years now, and I find 
that 'I have a goad deal in common with the milkman. and 
the Ibread . man, and the electric light man - that we 
have to say the s-ame things over and over' again, we have 
to do very much like a mother with her family. (You 
mothers, you know what you .do, in the morning: you rise 
and prepare breakfast for all the ·rest - and it is no 
"new" thing, alas, for you. And there- is that everlasting 
washing of d:ishes, of getting the next meal,' mending. the 
stockings, and 'alq the rest of it.) These are very homely 
things, and we ao not refer' to them very often in public, 
but they o"Ccupy a very lal"ge ·place in the average life. 
And so ,the gospel ministry, properly exercised, is con
cerned for the welfare of the children of God. A min~
ister's .business is to put ,bread on the table for every-. 
hody, to see that the path that 'leads to the w~])side is 
(!Ilea,rly '. marked, .. and always to leave the congregation 
without any excuse for the judgment-'fay. '\ 

I want to. try to \10 that this evening. I do not know. 
that T have any new thing to say, or that I shall be able 
to. sayan oId thing in 'a new way; but if someone here -by 
God's grace is made hospita'ble to the truth, a,nd if the old 
truth finds a new entrance into hearts hitherto shut 
al?flinst it, then 'i't will ibring a new experience, and a_ 
new day, and will open the door to 'a new life, to an ex- . 
pE)rience of a new creation. And so the way to the new 

-thi.ng is through the old; the way to the'.new life is 
through the oJd gospel; the way to the New Jerusalem , 
is through the door that ig sprinkled with blood. \. . 

He;'e are certain u~worthi people descriibed in the text, ' 

.... 

--. 
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people who are called sinhel's. I wonder. who. they are? merchant takes 'a little bit off. he is 'Very careful to se; 
. and:where they Hve?1 and how they are dre'ssed? I won-' that it shoulld be merely.Jbalanced. And you go .away feel

det: what is their language,' and what tlieir relationshi.p' ing that he 'is Mt 'a 'particularly generous man. He is a 
- or,; let me use t~e plu,ral, t'he' rehitionships of theii.:... "righteous"- man, you 'know, ju'st a 'little more. in the 
'lives? How' shall we differentiate between s'tnners and scale and you would' say he was'a "good',' man! ~'Scarcely 

. those who ar.e not sinners? .I have a very special mes'sage for a .righteous man will one die". The righteous man 
for sinful men and women this 'evening, for\people who is the 'man who ~ust does what he ought to do· and no 
are troubled, who are tossed about, who have never found more, mere' rightness applied to 'Cha·ractet and conduct . 

. ·the way of- peace. But the sinner Ris without even that! He has no 'right
, eousness·;' he has not come .up to ·the standard; measured 

. I. in· the divine 'balance, wei.ghed in the scales, he has been' 
.I should hke to find out, first of ~1I, the people to found wanting. . .. . ' \". ' . 

whqm my' message is 'd'irected, and they .are described. in' But I think we can go a HtlJle further than th~t, s'in. is 
this great text as "sinners". -It is· not enough for me ··very· much more than that. I 'would like, to point out to 
to say that all are sinful. It 'IS so easy to deal in gen- you' that a sinner. is a man' 'without . ,reason. "Oh," you. 
era'lities, an,d to secure all but 'lln"iversal. assent to the say, "Mr .. Preacher, I am ready for an argument now. 
proposition; When y,ou say' that all men have' sinned, I supposed II shoul'd Ibe classed as a sinner, but I am a 
most of' us will ~gree' with that; ,but I want to .find· out reasonable man; and that is just why I .a,;m .not a Chris
the particular~ sinners, the' particular 'people to whom ·tian; because it does not. appeal to my ,reason." Well, 
God exh'ibits Ii" 'certain 'quality of His nature. ,They are' yoil are- far more stupid than'you know, my friend, fal; . 

, $inn~rs --:- but who a,re sinners? Welt in the 'Context ,they' more, for ·sin is a. senseless thing, and the sinner is a . 
are named in contrast with good men: "Peradventure mo'st unreasonabie creatu,re. '!Well now,". says some 
for, a ,good 'man some would even dare to die." Goodness, man, "I wou~d' -like to 'argue' that point with you, and J 
it is suggested, has a quality of 'w~nsomeness an~ attrac- want ·to as'k first of an, Why did, 'God put a' fen'Ce ·aro'und " 
tion, and that if a man can ,be shown to 'be good, if neces- the tree, the fOl'bidden, tree, ~ and- ,thus· provide man with 
sity.. sh(lUld arise somebody might die for him. But over an occasion .for wrong-doing?· Why did He ·aI'lbitrarily 
against the !?,ood man, and in contl"as~. wi.th him, we' a~e ~ fovb'id him to. take of the fruit of the tree?" ·So. per.ver~e 
tdld of· certa.ID people who are called sIDners· ,Well then, is 'human nature that it always loO'ks at that SIde of I,t, 
sinners are men who are destitute of goodness; theY are and never looks at this side'. Listen: When God had 
without goodness. 'T·hat qu'ality"is a very dif-ficult one to made this world imd .filled it with ,Ught and beau'ty and 

. ~efine<for it is a relative' ~erni'. 'yo';! speak of a good music; wheti He' had' spread ,man's table and.adij;usted all 
house, or a ,good horse perhaps, somebmes you speak of the ijaws of nature to his advantage ---. when He had made 
a 'good day - you speak of certain things as 'being a beautiful world,. and ,fufnished it for human habita.tion. 
':good", that is, ~lrey are eJreellE;nt in their dass, tJ:!ey are 'and ,put man .into thegardep., thisis what He said, "Of 
not disappo'inting, they ,fulfil their function, they, are not every tree of the .garden thou mayest freely eat. I will 
~token 'and unfit .for the service t~~y were designed to give you, Ii hun,dr"ed acr-es in which ·to roam, and I will 
render . .It is.a '!good" thing, it i~: a "gooa" 'book, it is. fence off a'little:'corner her,e which you must ·not'.,touch. 
a "good" tool; when you use that !ld:jective it descrilbes Of every tree of the' garden· tliou may'est freely eat." 
the qual,ity of the article, or the thJng, or the person. What a world this is:! What a happy worrd it oll-ghHo .be! 
suggesting that. in. 'it the ideal. is measurably reailized .. _ a world "where every 'prospect ,pjeases". The Lord 
And so when a man paslse's, sometimes, accordi,ng to the'ir "mi'ght have made these flowe·rs ju'st as .oeautiful as -they 
judgments, men :say of the man, "He was 'a ~ood. man" ; are _ and given .me no eyes to see "them , or. seeing them, 
they. say 'that ,he was a good husband, he was a good no mind behind the eye to appreciate their beauty. He 

- father, or, 'he was.a good, man'as .~lll'.employer, or as one might have, made 'thll bi'i-ds 'to sing, and filled this world 
who was employ.ed' or, again, he was a 'good citi~en. ~We with rapturous harmonies.,- and. given' me no. ear to 
define his relationships by that ter·m. But here are some hear the music. ,Go to the doctor 'and he will tell you 
who, iI). the divine sense, are not ,good: they are without . that you must be careful of your diet; he will tell you 

. that quality of ,goodness; they have failed 'irt ,ute reilliza- what to eat, and what not to ea,t .. And you say,- "Oh. 
tion of the 'ideal set before them; they are not fulfilling doctor, I don't want to eat anyth'ing; I have no-app~tite." 
their function; they a·re not dis'C.!,larging tile particular . And he wiH' reply, "But you' must. eat." Perhaps some 
duty they were·designed to do. A sinner ill a man ~ith- nurses are 'here who have had to struggle;with patients . 

. out go"Odness, accordiii'g to the ';divlne estimate: 'Somehow . who have .done everything possible to induce them to eflt, 
., or another we have fa~len below tb.e di~ine standard of ,and they say, "I do not want anything"; then ve,ry. em-

things, 'we ,have failed to fulf'il the ideal. phatically you say, "You. must eat., you canno~ keep' up 
'Another thing: a sinner is a man who is without right-, your strength .unless you do." Well, God. mIght have 

eousness. "Scarcely for a righteous man will one die." made the business of eating'your dinner a'bout as pleasant 
WhaVis righteousness?, Well, it. is mere rightness, right-. as t'aking a dose of n:tedicine - He :might have dqne that, 
nes's of conduct,· ri'g'htness of character. Rig}rt-ml,ght 'He hot? Why did, He give you a palate so as to 
'eo'usness means sixteen ounces to the ,pound, it means 'make duty pleasant, and necessity an enjoyment? Why 
thirty-si~ inches to -the yard, It means one hundred cents did 'He fl:ame the raws of this world, of· our own bodies, 
to the dollar" it means conformity to ,the standard' of of our own minds. ,in such a way as to give us ,pleasure. 
right .. A man who is'merely righteous is not a patticu- . and'say, to us, "Of every tree th'ou mayest·f,reely eat. I 
larfly attractive man, no Ipraise is due to the man. Y'ou give you· wide liberty. Plunge in aJ?d jenjoy -all' th'at. I 
women 'know it when you go to the 'grocer and he 'watches.have ,given you t.o the 'full .within the limits of My qaw, 
the scale's, and 'it is down a little bit on the side on which and, 'My ·will"? Yet just becau'se He ·said,. '''Of that thou 

'the purchase is pu·t, just a li,ttle ;bit .. ' The law ,requires mayest not eat", that is the thing. man chooses .to. take,,-. 
only an. even balance, and when the s'cale goes 'down that always a pass!ion for .the iqleg.i.,!;imate, 'for the forbidden. 
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!Why is it men will turn' their backs' u·pon ·a .'richly- choSen to 'Commend His wisdom to us! ",0 Lord, how 
provisioned table supplied with ~uscious fruits and dainty manifold are thy works! in wisdom 'hast thou made them 
viands, and spread with. every 'kind of delicacy ~ ~hy a'll." If God had 'been pleased specially to emphasize that 
is ib men will turn their backs,upon it, and wrench open aspect of His character, to magnify, the glory of ,His wis
the 'cupboara that contains, nothing but a poisoned bis- dom, how small we should 'become then! And He is wise, 
cuit? Why? That is sin! "No good -thing wiJ.l he withhold 'infinitely wise; H~ 'is the ,Source of all true wisdom; 
from them that walk upr;ightly.", All that is in heaven, . in wisdom 'has He made alG His wo'rks; the wisdom of 
and' all that is on earth, is designed for,' The· service, of God is written.in you:r very nature. Never has He failed, 
'man that we might 'be happy, that we mi,ght ,be fun of .never has He 'made a mistake: He is the absolutely in
joy, 'Hving in o'beil-ience to the revealed will ,of God. Rut fallible One. But that, is 'not the special re:ve~ation of 
sin is 'such an 'idiotic thing; such an unreasona:ble thing, the 'gospel, although that element is there. 

. such a senseless thing, that it tu·rns its back 'l!-pon every And then how eas'ily He might have chosen to exhibit 
tree that ts legiti.mate, and rums to that one forbidden. His justice! A man from' the ,States -met, me this morn
thing that has poison in it. , , --. .... big, and, said he had been impressed with the orderliness 

,Perhaps I have . identitfied the . sinner already. of life in Canada. He even paid a compliment ,to the 
ryou know that is' tiue, YOlin~ men and young wo- enforceinent of 0!:l·r Prohibition Law ~ and if we can 
men, you' knqW! ithat. there were a dozen roads· to 'be complimented .on that, then surely' we can 'hope for 
ha·p.piness and one to misery., - and you <!hose the compliments 'in_other directions.!' (That is. let me 'pause 
one to mlisery. :There is only orie road, of course, to .to say, a very difficult law to enforce.) 'This gentleman 
Christ, 'but I mean in all the relationshi,ps of life. Every said' that he wanted to· make a study of Canadian condi
provision was made for the appropriation of the Ib'less- tioris, conditiolls of life. He had beEm impressed with 
ings of God, hut your eyes were closed, and, fascinated the quiet of our Sa,bbath - with the fact that stal'es 

'by that one forbidden thing, you turned in'that d·i·rection. were closed, that wor.k was suspended; and he wanted 
'1,'hat "is sin!' 'It is the most' stupid thing in the world,.a just to journey on from place -to place and study life fn 
kind of insanity, a moral blind'ness - "The god of thiS the little'towns and villages as he passed through, to ,go 
world 'hath blinded the .mind'S of them which believe not, leisurely through' so that 'he might see Canadian life. 
lest the light of the glo~iotis gospel of C.hrist, who is the And' you know,.I 'be'lieve 'I' sort ,of stood on my. toes a. 
image 'of God, s'hould shine, unto them." -, little hit when ,he said that. I said,'T am' glad tha:t is 

The sinner is a very. incons'iderate person; he d!)es not so, yet I think 'it might be greatly impro:ved." But oh: 
consider anyone Ibut hrmself. _ A hoy does wrong, and his . what, opportuni'ties' 'God has of commending the inexora
mother is brokeh~hearte"d, his father is cast down, his\.' ,bility 'of His law! What opportunities in your :life 'and 
brothers and sisters are aaldoistul'bed, the whole 'family mine to magnify His justice! if. it had been His justice, 
is upset - aI\d when I.met with a .'Case like that recent!y and Hie truth,' and His right~usness, and nothing but. 
I 'Said, "How one sin destroys!" - one wrong-doer wIll that - i'f 'God had. 'Comm~nded: that toward us. in what, 
upset a whole family, and- all the ramifications of the hard. circumstances should we have found ourselves! 

I ~amiIy, until fath~r !ind mo~her ~i1d bro~he!s and si~t~rs. How easily He might h!ive exerted His authority! Dia 
~nstead. of atte~dmg .to their d~I1y tl!~k, ar~ all occu~ihd y~u ever see a man clothed with a'littl~ bit of authority.? 
10 'lookmg after the SlOneI'. , What. lin mconslderate t g Did· 'you ever try to-get past the' office 'boy to see the. 
sin 'is! A sinner thin'k~ of himself and nobody. else; }lDd , manager of any concern ?, If you can ,get past his ~a
I must confes!!! that 'I wa~ aI;~ost t,ernpted to ~e ImpatIent, . jesty, yoil can do anything! Did' you ever meet a 'CUIl
on a Ibu~y d:a~, a~d I sal~, , I wonder whether we.sh~~ld . toms Offi-cer;or an Immigration Officer? Many of them 
J10~ ~be Ju.stIflea.m allOwl~g some of these, wrong~d : are very pdlite,' 'but some of them are the w~ole United 

.. to !Ive With. t~elr own t1iou~hts~ t~p~y .the .penalt~ to . Sta'~es ,rolled !nto one! Authority! ~hey are.the .very em-. 
then own sm. Why should we be always dlstuflbe , bodiment.Of I.t .,...... and oi course 10 'Canada, too. How 
help ·them: :to lift t~em out 'o~ trou'ble ?:' Tha~ is ~h~t su:~ ,God might ha~e shown 'liis ruitho.riiy and His power! 
gested t~ll~ t~xt to· me. ';l'he Lord ~ald to me, ~Id y Instead of that, God commended- HIS love toward us; He 
never ~IV~ me any trou.b'le at all,? And I ~eached, the chose to put His love on exhibition ibefore sinful men .. 
conclUSIOn: after som~ ;mtr.o~pectIon, that ,I had .never, How wonaer.ful that'is-" . ., ,'... -, 
given' 'God mu'ch else ibut trouble, and He never did obe- - . 
come impa'tfent with. me, never did turn me away. Then You 'know, there is much that goes by the name of 
on further t, ho, ught T saw tho at the whole philosophy of love that is not love at all. 'I remember meeting a mother 

du,ring the 'Great War who said this to ~e: "I have two the gospel was desigried 'for' that pUl'pose, just to help 
troubled ·people, it 'is to the .wretched sinner God· shows boys, and 1 have forbidden them to go to you'r church." 
His love. \ I said. "I am sorry; what 'is the maHer?" S}:le replied, 

fl'here are many 'things 'I could say, 'but a sinner is. "'Sometimes you s·peak about the war, and I simply wHl 
just an anarcnis,t, sin is a repudiation,of all authority, sin not ·permit them' to go where the war is spoken ·of." 
is 'lawlessness sin lifts its 'hand, against ·God, and drive~ C'''Well,'' I said, "why not? 'Perhapll the war. may come to 
a spear' to H{s heart: left alone to have its way, if 'Cod ""you if you !ire not careful. What wiII you dp then?" 
took no account of 'it, 'it would d~s,turb the whole l!nivel'se: "W.ell," she said; "'I do not, believe' that any 'natural 
I . wonder if th'ere' 'are not many sinners here to-night? mother would. ever consent to her hoys'. going to the war 

/- Here is one in the pulp.it, at least. \- any real mother." "WeU now,":I said, "you and I are 
going to have a qua,rrel, :bec,Sluse neaJ,'ly three hund'red 
have already gone, from my church. T know the ·mothers ) II. 

"'God commendeth his love toward I:1S". - towar.d 
sinners. He exhibits. His love, s'elects a divine quality 
and. puts i( on exlii.b'ition for' the admiration of sinners. 
How ma·rveIIous ,that is! 'Ho~ eas:ily He 'might have 

, , 

. of most of these !boys, and they love their children just 
as much as you love yours - but they do not love them

'selves'qttite as much! You think it is love, 'but it is ilown
right, consummate,' selfishness, if you are wilqing that 
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~ivilization should 'be destroyed, that liberty should per- to 1et you commit sui~idJ. .guppo~.i~g there were a ·glass 
Ish from the' earth, as long a-s your little family circle of water here, and . supposing some'one down in the con
is not interfered with. That is not love. You ought to. g·regation had observed someone else, when I was out Ii 
be ashamed to 'caU it by that na·~e." The thing called few moments ago, drop something into that 'water, ·and 
love- is sometimes a very' se'lfish thing after all, and, supposing that person knew that" it was deadly poison; 

. properly inter-preted, is nothing else :but selfishness. that there was a cons·piracy to destroy ·my Hfe, and I 
We hear a great deal of talk ab.out love, about preach-' take that glass in my hand and am about to drink it, and 

ing ,the lov.e of God. Wem, I am trying to preach the love that someone who knows what is.in tha-t glass rushes up 
~f God; but there is only one place where' the love of God from the pew and./dashes it from my hand - and per
may be· interpreted, Hsten: "God commendeth his love haps knocks me dow:tl in the .process, - well, what a'bout 
JCI~ard tis" - how? By tolerating our' sin? 'by excusing it? If I had ·any sense left 'at a:1H should say, "I am' pro
us from discipline?1 ,by fa'iIure to enforce His- law? Oh found~y grateful to you." 
no - "God commendeth his love toward us, .in that, while It is not love to. let men go on in their sin and. tell them 
we were yet sinners, 'Christ died for us." That is the that there is no jud,gment, that there is no helt' -=- ·that is 
love of God. Love always ta:kes the initiative· it is of 'not" love. 'I telI. you in every sin all the fires of helI are 
the very nature of ''love to commun'icate itself' fike the involved, and H'all hell were extinguished and ).ts penal 

,sun which shines u·pon the evil and the good. 'The 'love flames went, out, your, sin would rekindle them. Sin is 
of God is ,radiant, it 'goes forth from Him; and before . the thing that takes the 'Crown from the brow of Deity, 
e~er we turned to Him, "while we ,were yet sinners, Christ. and the sceptre from the hand of -the universal Law-Giver, , 
dIed for .~s"; He com~ended' His love toward, us: He and would overturn the' 'very throne of God. Sin is a 
took the fIrst step in the direction of our salvation. ' destructive thing; and i,t is no love that fails to rtkog-
" True love never 'counts the cost. 'God had only, one nize it, that faHs to wa,rn men of .. that moral p~ison. But " 
Son, and tHe 'g~ve Him. I went to see a woman one day God found a way to love us, and, to take the pOlson from 
some years ago where ,there-was considerable weaith. our han~, a~,d from our hearts, ~nd to 'blot out the. record 
They had had one son, and, he had been .suddenly taken .of ?ur sm : 'qod c~!Dmen~eth ?tIS l.ove towar~ u~, m that, 
from them. lAs I sat down beside that stricken mother w~Ile ~e were yet smners, ChrIst dIed for us. / 
and. tried to comfort her, I did pot know what to say UI 
untIll. she helped _me. 'S'he was 'Very rebeHious and she • 
said that there were plenty of women around' who 'had lThat is what He did, He died for us. What more can 
many ·'chil!l!:en.. I tried' to tell her that perhaps the Lord . God do? Tha~ is the meaning of that, ordinance of bap
wanted her boy - 'his name wasLoui~, a little chap of tism which you witnessed to-night. What d'id these be
about ten years, the pride of thei.r Ufe, the only child lievers confess? That when ,Jesus died, they died; when 
they ·had. They 'had made ,great plans for him, as 'parents 'He ~as buried, they were :burie!!; when He rose· again, . 

. do; and now she was 'left desolate --.: and II said "Per- the prison dO'ors swung wide, t~ey 'came out into .glorious 
haps the L,ord wanted Louis." Arid she, said, "Why' did ~iiberty. Oh, behold the love that God hath for us !Can. 
He not take some other· woman's' chiM?" And then she anYbody reject it?, My brothep, you have put it off long. 
began to tell in her distraction of certain other women enou·gh - altogether too long .. Will you come to One 
who had 'man~ child'ren, and she said, "I had only one! Who loves you? Will you come to One Who died for you? 
Why did He ·rob me of the 'only one'l had?" Then I quoted Will you just give' Him your aJ.l to-night:? "Whosoever 
John three and, ,sixteen as I had never quoted it before. :beiieveth in "him shouijd not .perish, but have everlasting 
~ said, "Mrs: ISo-and-'So, listen to what 'God. says: 'God life." Many have come, :but will you come? His is greater 
so loved the world,' that 'hegave his only begotten Son, thim a mother's love, greater than a father's love, greater, 
that whosoev~r believeth in hIm should, not 'perish, biif than any other 19ve this universe has 'known: ":Hereln is' 
have everlasting' Hfe' _ He had 'only one Son, and He love, not that vy-e loved God, but that he loved us, and 
gave al1 that He had:. for ¥ou., Has it never occurred to sent his 'Son to he' the propitiati!)n for our 'sins." Will 
you that 'His home was darkened, that' 'lIe too knows the you hide behind the blood ,to-night? Wi'H you accept salva
sorrow of bereavement?" He gave His best, His All; the tim). at His hand to-ntght? Repent and receive the .gospel 
Just for the unjust to bring us to God. That is love _ I 'beseech you in the Saviour's name. ' 
His best, nothing withheld,. . 
. [f s'omeb:ody were to cQme to you and ·give you a large 
amount of money, you would be disp'osed' to say that that 
was an exhi'bition of affection - -but if there were ten 
minion world's l\'ke this, all of them rolled to.gether with 
all their wealth, it were but an infinitesimal drop' of the 
infinite ocean of 'God's love whieh flowed for the salva
tion of' men, in the giving· of His only 'Son. God, if 'I 
may so say, mortgaged heaven, . He emptied heaven's ex
chequer, He poured'out His own life's blood, the wealth, 
not ·of this world, ,but of aU worlds, in solution, in order 
that He might leave you without any excuse for refusing 
to believe in His love. You cannot preach about the larve -
of God, you cannot understand the love of God apa.rt from. 

. the 'cross of Christ. What was His love? Why, lIIe might 
'have' exhibited' His wisdom, and' justice, and righteous
ness - and He did,. for they were all elements in the 
love of :God. He 'condemns our sin. It would riot ,be love 
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THE FORGE 
The ·children look into the forge, and a·re pleased with 

the-fire, and: the sparks and' th'e ring of the hammer, but 
they have little' notion' of What the 'blacksmith's toil may 
'be. Thug do many observe the work of the Lord's serv
ants,. but they form no idea of the continual p.res;s.u~ of 
labour and anxiety upon tru!ly sent ministers of the gos-

: pel. There are plenty of sham apostles who know noth
ing of the wear and tea-r of caring for souls, sympathiz.
ing witj1. the sorrowing, and: contendling for .the faith; 
but this does not diminish. the- sore travai.J Of the true 
:preacher and pastor; 'say. rathe·r that it is one of the 
trials which make his task most difficult. He who is 
·true to 'hi;g Lord. and to his office wi11 find no l'est in 
the ministry, An inward zeal wilt consume him night 
and day; he is in a ,battle which continues to rage all the' 

,yea,r. As the smith is worn 'with the hardness of the' 
iron, the heat 'of the fire, and the 'weight of the hammer, 
so' is the true soul-winner worn by the hardness of the 
heart, ,tHe strong excitemeD'~ of the Spirit, and the sol
emnity of the Word, 

. May we;· therefore, use this ·page to ask for more. 
earnest, regular, and 10ving prayer for all the servants 
of our great Lord?1 We fear that the workel'lS are too 
often forgotten in tne daily intercession. It is easy to 
find fault with preachers, but it would be better to pray 
for them. Sometimes your pastor does not e'a~y you: 
should' not this Ibe a loud call to increase your pleadings 
for him? Might he not be made a greater blessing to you 
in .public if you were a greater blessing to, him in pri
'vate?r If the Lord wm :but clothe ou·r brethren with power, 
the ,great company of preachers will soon evangelize this 
country, and >overflow into foreign lands. E~en the same 
sermons would suff1ice to' convert myriads if the H~ly 
Spirit would use them ,to that end:' What hinders the 
spread of the kingdom at this time?, We may blame false 
doctrine her.e~and there; but by far the greater .caUise of 
want of divine 'blessing is restrainin'g~ prayer. 

Never forget ministers and other soul-winners in your 
prayers; Pllead also for colleges. that the' students for the 
mi-n~stry may be men of God, and that during their train
ing they .may grow in 'gra'ce as well as in knowledge. Pray 

. that h'e who crea'ieth Uie smith that bloweth the coals in 
the fire may also make; train, and qualify workmen for, 
his service in this evil day. 

~c. 11. SPURGEON 

'\ ~ PASSING TIME· 
I . 

Time passeth on. Yet a few days, and we shall be here 
no more. Many diseases are, ready to assauIt us. We 
that are now preaching and hearing; and talkip.g and 

, walking, must very shortly he car.ried and laid in the 
dust, and there left to the WOl.'lPlS in darkness and cor
ruption. We are almost there a'lready. We know not 
whether we shall have another sermon, or Sabbath, or 
hour. 

-'RICHARD BAXTER 

~o· that ha.ppy day,' when error shall vanish for ever, 
- when our undera'tand'ing shall !he ,filled with God him
self, whose'light win leave ·no darkness -in us! His face 

, shall ,be 'the scriptul'e,-where we shall read the ·truth. 

Q 
---,RICHARD BAXTER 
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'LEWD LITERATURE SAVED AND SURE ( . .' 
. " I~Clean up -the news'stands'!" Periodically we hear this, 

Are you saved·?, If you are. like the majority of pe~ple, cry raised as some grou.p or club 'commences a short.Jlived. 
you. win I!~t like the .use of that word "saved", Whe~e~el'campaign to ridl the newsstandS J)f some of the OIbj'ection
you h~ar It, you are proba'bly .. "strangely uncomfortable able literature that strikes you in the face 1:J.t n~llrly every 
and wIsh that there was some mIlder. term. You may dare ... turn. Usually these 'brief, whidwindcrusades' are' di
to suggest that it would, !be presumption for anyone to rected a'gainst the. newsstand operators and other r~-
affirm with;.conviction that he was sa~ed·. tailers of papers ~.nd magazines..' . 
. Just during the ,past~eek, a. reader drew to ~ur .atten- While every ,Christian 'should dePlore the 'filthy read-

,tIon a' church coIlumn In a CIty newspaper; In It, the. iiIg material that is so boldly advertised"Jet, us' not 'be 
writer I ex·pressed similar convictions to those that we ' carried away with these reform' attempts and: eonclude 
have olltlined above. \ Among o;ther things ~e says.:-. thatthey .... are the answer and that there is 'some short-

,I don't like 1liat word, "saved'( It's too ,permat).- cut to success. Careful thought will Ilead us to realize 
entand settled. It can "lead to a comfortable smug- that these endeavours must faU f~r they do ;Qot strike, 
ness. For ord:inary ,use, wouijd "changed" not he' at the root of the problem. The ibasic trouible .is to be 
a .better word?1 It at least has ,the implication that traced not to the retailer alone, not to the. publisher alone,' 
we can always 'change back again. un1ess we 'ar:e not ,to the author aijone nor to these 'corporately as·repre
careful steward>s of our destiny. Or "safe" inst.ead .. senting the publishing industry. The publ'ic. whose appe
of "saved" -::- safe for the moment; safe if we re- tite demands such filth jos restlonsmle and is the guilty 
main ~'in the WaY''' - but NOT safe reg,!.llldless .of party although these other:s ·areaceessories to the crime.' 
what we do. The newsstands of our land represent· the 'best possible. 

\ . comment on the national m'entallty and ·present an accur-
. Tl\is short ,paragraph probablY_expresses clearly the . ate gauge of ~ IPUbI:ic Imind. ,lit· is iti1.ds ;thouglht which "'-.. \ 
feeling of most· people upon the su!b'ject. No one can I s'hauld-(appal us! 'Th~ mind,s ,of our' fellow citizens de-
deny -the truth of some of the objections for·it is indeed mand literary garbage for a regular diet! Here is' the 
possible for one who is saved (a Christian) to 'become"' source of that of 'which 'lewd .literature is 'but the ex
comf()rta!bly smug. Does this smugness, howeyer, ',reflect ternal symptom. . 
u~on the genuineness of salvation t No. The fault 1ies' Any thinking Christian wm see that the answer lies . 
with the indi:,idual and- no~ with th~ )'Vork which God not alone'in some attempts at outward' and su·perficial re
has wrought In the sol,l1.. Any of. us IS apt to a:buse the form. The ·problem will be righted, only as the hearts of _ 
precious gif.ts of God but this in, no way detract.s ~fr~ individuals are ,changed ';bythe' gospel an:d the pr,edomin
the gift; it only co~fil'ins the fact' that we all have feet: ate public mentamy ibecomes a spirit~al mentality. 
of. cb.lY' 'and that IChristians are. s'aved: by God's grace and ... 

I not by anythjng in themselves. 
It strikes'- us to !be very strange ,that anyone could in 

one bl'eath acknowledge the existence of Hfe after death 
and deny that, there • can 'exisLany certainty- about the 
soul's eterna:I a1bode. Is it even reasonable to suggest 
that the Lord would; leave us in doubt a!bout this matter 
which trans'Cends in' importance all others?, Are we to 
b!!lieve that the Lord would, graciously reveal to mankind 
sO many blessings· and then 1eave ·us in doubt ~bout the 
blessing of blessing!,!? Away with such disguised agnos-
ticism! . . •• 

Again we address this question to you - Are you 
saved? Let there be no excus'es or specious reasoning. 
Face the issue and ask youl'self - Am I really saved,? 
Can I declare 'humbly -but ~ith convicti~I]. that r have 
experienced. salvation 11 

, TIME FLEETING .. . 
Sinners, remember how time is almost gone. Thou art 

standing at tlie door '~f eternity, and, death is waiting to 
open thEl..door· and put thee -in. IGo, sleep out a few more .
nights, and s·tir about a few more days on 'ea,rth, and 
then thy nig'lits' and days -shall end. ' Thy· thoughts, and 
cares and' pleasures shall' /il1I be' devoured by eternity:' 
tho,:! -must enter"up.on the st/!,j;e' which shal~ never be' 
changed. As the joys of heaven are beyond our con
ception, so are tire· pains of 'hell. 'Everlasting -torment 
is iIi conceivable torment. 

---'RICHARD BAXTER 

A MOTHER'S 'FAITH 

IPerhaps some reader would ask what we mean -by beirig
saved. We simply are asking jf you have the assurance 
in your soul that you are now a child "of .God so that if 
you shou'~dI,be. caJled from this earthly; scene, yOI,l would 
be with 'Christ forever. You may have -this alSsurance, 
i'f you t~ke God at His Word and trust the· Lord .Jesus 
Christ. By your·trust,·You are acknowledgi~g your own 

--helpless condition' and are indicating your 'God-given 
. persuasion that the ISaviour di.ed for you'r sins. 

_'~O Moth'~r, .I don't want to stay in bed all afternoon; 
can't we get up now?" The childish voice sounded through 
the open .bedroom. door into the' kitchen, where· Mrs . 
Nevius was frying potatoes over .a very; small ·fir.e of 
chips. I~I want to get up, to~'!" chimed in }l lesser voice .Are you saved? 
from the same direction. . 

. /" ; '. _ "You are ~arn:ter in bed' than, anyWhere else," replied 
.' What heads, what hearts have these men, that, stand- the ,:fuOther, "Ibut, .it is .pretty nearly suppertime, so you' 
ing at the verge of an,en'd~ess world, can· think they have' can get up now: 'Ruth, please go into th.e Ib-edrqom .and 

,.any time to spare? ' 'liEilp,Mary and· J phn' .get dressed."" '. . 
--:-RrCHARD BAXTER • Ruth," who h~d been~ugging ~ hirge ca:t to keep w~~m, 
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drQPped her 'cQmfQrtable burden 'On the· flQor' and dis- died he commended us .,all t~ ,God's care and said that 
app~a,red intQ the :bedro'Om. SQQn there issued Squeaks God WQu~d! take ca~e' 'Of us. NQ, no, ,YQU -mustn't think. 
and squeals as the YQunger children made th,eir t.Qiiet fQr 'Of such a thing." , ., . 
supper. .' . "'Well, MQther" I dQn't want to· be a thief, but we have 

The kitchen where t~ey ,quickly jQined their mQther, 'tQ get WQod sQmewhere 'Or we'll freeze -tQ death befQre 
was a pleasant rQom. ,The windQws lQQked' immediately. the winter i(! Qvet:."., " " 
'Out 1J.PQiJ. the Delaware and Raritan canal, which at that ,/ The .mQther calmed herself in a moment, "If God wants 
time was kept f.ree 'Of ice as ~6ng'irrtQ th'e winter' as po·s-·- us tQ' freeze we might better freeze than steaL QBut I 
siMe in 'Order ,tQ accQmmQdate the heavy t!aff~c' UPQn it. ,believe 1Jhat He ~i:ll tak~ care 'Of us,; and we have tQ-
, tMrs .. Nevius's face shQwed signs. of grief and care. but mQrrQW tQ plan what to dQ.'" . ' 
her smile toward her children was cheery' as' she placed "'Well children., Jesus said, 'Sufficient untQ the day 

, the meager sU'vPer 'Of potatoes, tbread; and preserves 'upon is'the evil ·thereQi/· We can't do anything toni~ht, and 
the ta'hle. " . ", worry dQes. us nogQQd. SUPPQse y()u get your' 'Sunday 

!~I'II put SQme 'bigger, sticks UPQn the fire,'" she re- .schQQI :bQoks and study yQur lessQn fQr the 'nexfSunday." 
marked half tQ 'herself and halrf tQ the cllildren. "Our ,After a few minutes with her book Ruth exclaimed. 
woodpile" is almQst gQne, 'but I sent Wmiam dQwn iQ "'See, Motlier d~ar, hQW Qur'Bitble story matches 'Our case. 
M!. JohnsQn's coal yard to 'Order SQme coal. I'm sorry It's abQut· the PQQr:' widQW whQ aS'ked .Elisha -what she 
we can't 'pay' fQr it just yet" fQr your father always in-· shQuld dQ tQ pay 'her debt, and Ilmw he tQld her tQ bQrrow 
sisted 'On ',paying as yQU ,g'O.' But things are different' vessds and PQur her oil in them. And she kept on pour
nQW," a~d a tear sUpped dQV\'ll he·r cheek as she spoke. ' ing until she had e~ough tQ buy everything' she needed. 

'Just then the dQQr flew 'Open an,d the stalw8.[t William ~sn't that wonderfu~·?r'; . . 
of twelve ye~rs, rush~dinto the room. '''Bah,'' said William, ':that's just' like the Bible, but 

'~Old ,J olinsQn's the meanest man 'tha't ever 'Was!" he such things dQn't happen nowadays." , 
, , exclaimed. "When he found we wanted to be trusted' he !SoQn Ruth spo'ke 'again, ,"Here's a 'HQme Reading that 
- wouldn't let. us have a pound of coal.' He said he'd beell tells hQw when the 'i:sra~lites ne~ded ·food in tlie wilder

stung 'tQO many times already. TQHI me -I was big ness God sent a 'great wiI\d .that 'bt;pught.quail. which feU _ 
en'O~gh t'O ,pick up all the w.oQd we needed along the arQund the camp, and everybody ha~ aU the meat they· 

, road." . " CQu~d eat." ,", . 
"He, never lost by ·this family, and he 'never will,". After a -mQment Ruth·tul'ned her head toward t-he win-

quletly·remarked'Mrs. !':levius. "I'd.have paid him right dow Hstening. ,"Why, the wind. is rising now. J·ust hear. 
away, 'Only ithe docltJor's a·nd undertaker's bills were 8'0 it moans in such a f)Inny way Qv;er the cana]!" s'he cried. 
big, and· we ,pad. tQ have ·potatoes and f1Qur. We c£n't "It'll take a 'Pretty big wind, I reckQn, tp ·bI~w us coal 
raise the price 'Of -the CQal until I ·get a cnance tQ 'help or wood," remarked the skeptical William. '. . 
with the neighbours' hQuse-cleaning, but then Mr. John-, .' Aft!'!r the lessQns ,were learned, mother offered a little 
SQn WQuld, get it. - HQwever I'm sure that the Lord will prayer' commending' herselrf and her child'ren t,o their 
prQvide, and 'so ~e must not worry." . father's God, and the three left the chilly kitchen. fQr the 

When they were seated at the truble they 'alI bowed vyarm~h of their Il\eds. While th~ '~qild.~n. sl~pt, " the 
their heads while the 'mother/asI<ed the bless'ing. They hste~mg mother h.eard :the ,bleak wmd whJsth~.g around 

" tllen fell to with a will, and 'the p~rtions small for the the cottage, hlJt ~ev:~r thou~ht that, a~ t"h:e wl~d of old . 
. child'ren~s, appe~ites, soon disappeared. The mother's'por- " was. t:be hand of GQd yo ;brmg fOQd. to HIS c?lldren, so 

tion w.as smaller than the 'Others, 'but s'he took fully as nQW m her day the wmd CQuld agam tbe. qod shand tQ 
IQng to eat it." bring the means of warmth to thei,r ~oor. 

"It~s a, CQld night:' and we . want a pleasant evening. . Wim~m.,. :vho, si~ce. hi~' ,father's death' .had Jelt t~e 
William,' ,please_go to the shed and get some W'Ood .. Ruth res;p,ons'l'b~htle~ 'Of ~lS POs,ltlQn,WaS up be~mes ,to lbuIl~ 
win do ,the dishes, 'and .I'ill play w.ith Mary anc~ John as the '~,~rmng fIre. " I won t ·be ~'ble t? do thl~. many mQ~ 
.their.father. used -to do, hef'Ore.they go tQ hed." daros, h~ ~u~t~red as he-o~ene~ t~e kItchen ~OQr. I • 

• If' t W'll" t ed' .. . " " Why. Oh. Why" what s 'thIS. Wood, sticks,. bIg and 
p. a . ew momen s 1 lam re u,rn ,and threw a bIg little 'piied up' an along the bank 'by the door and. the 

armful 'Of WOQd'· into th~ b x "I d ' I M th th ' , ' '. ' , ;' .. ' '0 • ec.are, '0, er, . ere canal full 'Of ijOgs clear dQwn to the -turn, Ibotbbmg up and 
al e o~ly two!,r three· m'O·re such p~}es out there. We dQwn in the freezing!: water r Why, r never saw anything . 

r.- haven t gQt enQu.gh tQ last us twQ days. l"k th·· 'I'f b~ , 
", ..,. • ' 1 e IS In ·my 1 e l::.1ore . 
. ~ell, th~n maybe we;d better nQt burn any more thIS "Mother! Ruth! all of you come here qu'i'C'k, just look 

evenmg. III -put. the 'httle ones tQ tbed and Ruth and at this." '. . I 

you~and I can sit ·by w'Pat fire we, have untH it goes ou~." . In a mQment the famiiy, cIad in their night ~OPeS and 
A sh~~w 'Of anxi~y' rested upon the little ,-group. ' .. A t .wrapped in their blankets, were' crowded at the "ki~hen 

, last Wdham blurted .. out, "He .tQldme· t~ick .up chlips dOQr., As ,far ~s eyes. co~Id see the caI}a~ was full 'Of 
a~ong the.,. road.: I guess I knQW where I can fmd SQme floatmg drIftwood, WhIch m places the wmd had pressed . 
pretty.big chips; enQugh to keep warm aU winter.", UPQn the bank. . 'There was enough fuel at their dQQr 

''Why, Wi~lia-m, what dQ you m~a~ 1" • ",' to last:them the entire seaSQn. . 
",F'mean 'Old man Johnson's rail fences 'Over by the can'al "The wind' is again ,the hand of ,God/' said M·rs. Nevius. 

basin.. There's no"mQon this week,· and there's a: heap of .. 'sinking on her knees, "Children, get a'res!!ed as quick as 
":' ·gQod wood in tJ'lem. They won't 'be missed tiil sprIng, you can. Get the 'gafden ·rakes and the cl9thes poles and 

and,lby that time nobody- can tell where 'Our WQoq ashes pun the wood on laruI,.", ' , . " ". . 
came frQ~. Oh, hut that's a gll'eat idea!" , ' " Ilnw ·they worked! Even baby John ,di.d 'his little ''best 

"No,. William," said his mQther sterniy, "that. is n9t tQ drag the logs- 'On .shQre. Breakrfast wa!! forgotten in 
, , ,a great idea. Tnat's a very pOQr idea. Your -rathe'r was' the ·pressure ·of more im,portant!busi~esS. "'By the middle' 
'. ,- an 'hQnest m'an. Yo·u. re~em:ber. tha~ th/il d,ay '-befQre 'he 'Of the f~renoon t'he W'Oodh'Ouse was full, and the su~plus 
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big sticks and little sticks were piled up against the 
'southern side 'of ,the cottage: Th(lre'was no need now' to 

. pay a high pri'ce for coal, for an abundant supply of good 
wood would keep them warm and cl1eerfu!1 all winter. 

When .the dinner hour came the kitchen stove' was i'ed 
hot with an un stinted fire of their former meager sup
ply, apd an awestruck gr,Oup of 'children listened- to their 
mother~ broken ,prayer of thanksgiving. ' 

. , 
. -

. altar signified that holiness is impossilble apart from sacri
fice, for it is based upon the aJtoniJJ!g !blood of !the Lord jesus 
Ohrist (iHeb. 1.0:10, 14). The seraph announce<!: the- PU'l'lginlg 
and f01'giveness which his action had symbolized ('Heb. 
9:~6). . 
. The· ,prophet, when purified' from sin, heard once more the 

calH' of the -Lord. . He doeS not press men into iHis Bervi~, 
but iovill!g'ly plead's with the enlightened heart wiHingly to 
volunteer. Isaiah made a,nSwel' quiclcly and 'gladly: "Here 
am I j send me." . 

II. Isaiah Commissioned: verses 9-13. 
.( 

" 

Tlie years that followed in the little cottage were yeal"S 
of much hard work, and of many trials, but they were 
years of' faith which made every burden light. Mrs. 
Nevius has la'id her burdens down and ,gone to the land 
where fai'il:! he comes sight. The chiqdren, grown, are now 

-heads in their own ·homes. And·the son, William, at 
least hfts never 'forgotten that lesson of faith learned on 
the winter morning of long ago.-Gospel Herald. 

Isaiah had now consecrated himself and his powers to the 
Lord's service. He had also announced hios wiHingness to go, . 
as the Lord directed, but ·btl wa:j,ted' for the commission. (Rom. 
10:14, 15). No other 'has authority Ito send usfuJ!th (Matt. 
28 :18~20). . 'Let us wait for His command, but once He speaks, . 
let no one venture ·to hesitate, to' disregard or to disobey the 
'royail commission. 

- . Isaiah was .caution~ against' expecting unqualified success. 
His words, alith'Oug:h of diivine" origin, would not always be. 

Bible School'LesSlIll'Outline 
obeyed. People would he8ll', but in their stubbornness they 
would not heed his message (Matt. 13:14; John 12:37-41' 
Acts 28:25-27); ;they would see, ~u,t in their wiCkedness ·the)~ 
wo~ld not understapd Whentlle sacred ,truth was pro
claimed, they. wow.d C19Be ·their, hearts, ears and eyes,' lest its 
mess.alg~ 'Shoul4 penetrate into. their inmost. being, producing 

July 15, 1956 conv.i(ction of S'.ID. It was ·because they would not receive the 
---:-,..-...... ------------------- meSSaifie that ,their hearts w,?u.ld' !become dull. isaiah's pro- ~ 

OLIVF,l L. CLARK, Ph.D. {Tor.) clamatlOn would be the OCC8S'lon, but ~ot the cause of their' 
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THE CALL Ql<~ ISAIAH 
d'urHness. and S1;uII:fuOrne:ss' IsaiaJh WalB :not oommanded to 
make their hearts hard. V ers~ 9 and 10 give the ll'eBuits .of 
the message'of .Isaiah, and· do not constitute the substance 

Lesson Text: Isai~ 6:1-1'3. \ of his co~ssion. 
Golden Text: '''Also I hem othe voice of the Lord, ·say,i1rg, 0I!-e must not underrate .the power of rbhe enemy, Satan. 

Wlhom shallr I send, and wbo wiH go for us? Then said I 'He· ever 'lalbours to destroy. the .work of the Holy Spirit iWhi~h 
I, Here am I; send me."-Isaiah 6:8. is tQ. 'brill!g to fru.ition ithe seed.of the Word (1Matt. 13:14, 19). 

We are not commanded'.J.to .~ successful in the work· of the 
I. Isaiah Cleansed; verses 1-8., Lord, but ,s>imp'ly to Ibe faith!ful (1 ,Gor. 4:.2). ~e messages 
. Isaiah had commenced: his prophetic ministry during the we deHver may 'become a witness algainst those to whom 

reign of ,good King Uzziah (isa. 1:1), who !prospered as long we are sent, as in the case of Isaiah (Matt. 10:18; 2 Cor. 
as he .sougihlt. the Lord, but "wh€n he was str9ng his hear:t 2:15, 16). I 

. was-lifted, U'P to his des.tru'ction," and' 'he inltruded into the . ~ '.r.he ~rophet wandered how long he must c~nti.nue !flo exer
priest's office, lJzzialh's long reign terminated [n sorrow and cise ·this ,apparently iutileministry. !Many an earnest IOhris-
shame; he died a leper (2 Ohron. 26)'. tian is IDclined to aSik the same question, "How long?" How' 

The death of 'King. Uzziah seems :to have had a profound ef: long are we to persevere illI the !face of determinOO and per
fect u'P0n Isaiah the prophet. No ionger did he en10y the' 4!lD- sistent opposition to the ,truth which we proclaim? Only tM 
couragement ,of-the king, who ·had·been "mawellousiy helped", MalB~er,ean give the answer tQ ea:c~'iri?ividu.aiI. servant. Isaiah 
and Isaiah /Was inclined ito be disheartened at ,the l'Oss of 'his was. commanded to ~eep on dehvenng his a'Ppeal to the 
helper. He needed 'to 'be,!I;aUlght rtftlat allil eartMy ;p~ops wiU __ people ,to relpent and turn f~, t1!~r sin. 'The time would 
fail (IPsa. 14!6:'3; Is'a:2:22; Jer.17:'5-7).co~e w:hen, ~s ~ ~uU .of thl,lIr w~ckedness, oth~ would be 

Moreover, ,the messages 0[ Isaiah were not heeded, and dnven.mto CIliptIY'lty, ~ .theIr [and would Ibe ~I:v~n. up to 
the pea-pIe continued ·in their evil ways so ,that the prophet des?latIon.. The mha!iniants would aibandan theIr CItIes and 
was inclined ,t6 give up his mill!istry ~ !beill!g of no avail. . theI~ dw~linlgs (lsa. 17:2; J61'. ~':29; Zeph. 2:4). 
Just at -tibis moment of disrcouragement 'the Lord met him, And yet, the 'land would not !be completely or fin-ally atban
the liviIllg powertf,ul Lord manifestmg iHimsel!f to the dis- do:ned; a smaH re'IhnanJt would remain in the land (2 Kings 
Hlusionedi.'prophet Wh9 mourned a·dead earthly patron. WGlen 24:14; 25:'12, ~2). These were la1ler' scattered, chiefly in 
Uzziah died, Isaia:h saw aJlso the Lord '(IPsa. 39:7).. E'gy,pt '(2 Kin'gs 25:26; Jer. 4O:U), and it is probalbly con-

'Isaiaih in a vision salW the Lord Jehovah, the iMast.ll~. He eerning :their return from F?gyp~ that this l!rqphecy speaks 
did not see iIlhe essentiall BeIng 'Of . God' (Exod.·83:26; Jalm ('JEll'· 40:p,"'-12; 43:4-7) .. Thls ;remnant ~'hall In tum be eaten 
1 :18), ibut was ~given a lIllanilfestation of Ithe Lord' asdilie UP,-, or 'gIven to dest:l"U~Ion. But !the 'l~!fe' of ·the ~oly seed 
King In His majesty and g'lory (1 Kings 22:19; Dan. 7:13; of Israel shalll remam, .Jus~· alB "a terebmth, and as an oak, 
Amos 9:11; Jom 1,2:41) .. Aibove 'stood iRis a~ndants, the whose 'stock (or root) remameth, wh~ they 8Il'e felled! 
Seraphim or ",Burning Ones". whose ministry~speaks of the . •. ., 
!fires-of cleansing. The very ·pillars of the temple were shaken Daily BIble Readings 
!by the power of God, and 'the 'SheIiinah Glory fiHed ilJhe holly / July 9-Moses Co-mmdssioned ............................... Exod: 3:1-10 
temple (Exod. 19:1'8; 40:-34,3'5;' 1 Kings 8:10, 11; Rev. 1'5:8). July 10-Gideon C'ommission.e4 ................................ Judg. 6:7-14 
The supreme need of every Christia:n- worker is a transform- July 11---JereIIiiah Commissioned ........... ~ .................. Jer. 1:1-10 
ing vision of the Lord" . July 12-The 'Dwel'Ve Commissioned .................... Matt. 10:1-15 

As 'a result of this vision of the .transendant holiness of J·uly ~3-The Se:venty Commissioned ................. 'Luke 10:1-16 
God, the 'prdphet realized his utter u~worbhiness (ExOO·. 3:·6; July 14-;-'Peter Commissioned , ............................. : ... John 21:1-17 
Jolb 42:5, ~; Luke 5:8). Isaiaih sudden[y realized' that his July '15-Paul OommissiOilled ...... : .............. : ........... Acts 9:10-22 
,Ups, which had been· the vehicles o!f expreS'Sion for sinful . .! ' 
thoughts, were unworithy to 'speak forth the. !pl'aises of :th.e ' Suggested Hymns 
King·Of ,glory (Jo. 3:10), or ito witne~ for Him a;m'Onig men. We wowd see Jesus: .~ 
If 'he' would hellp otheJl's, he must himself be made 'Pure (lsa. . . ..: !More :hoJinesli 'lrtve me. 
52:1'1; !Matt. 7:'5; John '15:1:..13; 2 'l'im.. 2:21).. ./ Show me Thy face. 

Isaia'h's d'esire for holiness' 'W8iS 'immediately answered' '. When the hem made pure. 
(,M,att. 5:6); his lips were efifeeti'Vely cleansed by. the action Once it wlisthe. blessing. 
of the heavenly seraph (Jer. 1:9). The live ·co8il"from the EtemaH~ght! Eiternallligbj! 
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