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CO'NVICTION AND CHARITY 
I ·S THE u.nwavering advocacy of scriptural tl'uth CODs!stent witll the exercise of Christian love? Or .. must we 

minimize those precious tru·ths or "distinctives" which are not held: by' aU evangelicals? Many Christians today 
operate' on the assumption that there is some small"core of indispen's8!bile truth's. which they call "the fundamentals";· 
these, they. maintain, we must hold at aU costs. There are other equally precious and indispensa.ble scriptural truths . ..---' . . -
which are dear to 'Ba·ptistslbut we are tdhl that we should not stress these lest we offend some ·beloved brother. 
Underlying this w:h'ole stand is the feeling'~hat the positive, aggressive present!itiQn of all of ~iiblical truth involves 
a breach of .Christi-an love. 

Let it firs:t of all ,be ·granted that there is an ,unlovelY spirit which can ·be and has been som~times cou·pled with 
orthodoxy. Does it follow that these two must ibe in ·pa.rtnership? One would ,~hink/so"if we were"prone to judge by 
some very orthodox ·publications. Regular1y we receive at the' office a paper which is Baptistic to the core and we 
find ourselves in ag.reement with -mut:h of its contents but a 'bitter, vindicative spirit 'penneates it so that one -is 

~ . 
repulsed and finds it difficult to distinguish !betwe,!!n the truth and the .bitter spirit. It.must.'becandidly confessed 
that this type of spirit has done ·irrepa.ra'ble .harm to any gospel~cause wi,th. which it has been connected. .Those 
Baptists who bitterly advocate' our cherished and scriptur!ll convictions do no favour what.ever to the work of the 
Lord but rather pre1ud'ice good Christians against the whole counsel of God. -- . ~ 

Let us·go hack to our originlll, question.- 1s a bitter spirit inevitably' associated with an insistence' upon a full 
New Testament.position ? "Definitely 'not' It 'is evident tha~t the aCflostolic Christians were unswerving in their con
victioIl:s and in their declaration of the whole counsel of 'God but it i~ equaJily evident that they were motivated by a 
Savioul"s love for ~inners. It is indeed entirely possible and very necessary to he as firm as a rock 'in setting forth 
aiftheWord_of God and, atthe same time, to have a heart'full of love toward- those who differ. with 'Us. We can 
regard no Christian as an ~mplacablle Emeinysimply :because he ~oes not accept all that we are persuaded is taught. 
in the New Te~tament: We may not Ibe aoble to have church feHowship with him 'but from the depths of our souls, 
let us .regard him as a brother and seek to win him to a full8cri'P~ural-understanding. 

just as we would avoid the ;bitter spirit in ·proclaiming the truth, so would we steer clear of that eva.ngelicat 
school which prides itself upon imagined' "charity" and "tdlerance". T~ese brethren have arbitrarily chosen several 
Bihlical truths and invite .men to fellowship on the -basis of these. If you agree with· them, they are full of love, to

. wl!-rd you but if you kindly !but firmly insist upon the whole couns~l of 'God, watch out for them' Some Ba·ptists go 
so much out of their way to agree with every conceivable type of looseness that it appears as though they are dis
pla'Yin~ gullibility rather than love. True Christian charity' is not ~cli ~,cheap sentimentality that it will prompt 

.. us to entertain favou·ra'bly anything. and everything. True Christiari love will never crucify cherished, scriptural con-
victions in/order to court the favour of men, whether th~semen 'be unbelievers or 'b~Joved ibrethren,L' . , -

, . ", . 
From a purely practical, thou,gh api.ritual, viewpoint, we will never win others to the Ba·ptist.position if we so 

despise. ·that position before them th.at 'we are wDJing' to condone by our silence their own ioos~ views 'on scriptural 
subjects. Let men see that we a·re firm in our convictions and that we advoca·te them out of hearts that burn' with 
love for God, for His truth and for the souls of men. Both ingredients are essEmtiaq - unswerving conviction and ' 
Christian love " 
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ARE YOU IN_ A RUT?" 
• ~.. . ." l' 

A RUT -is. 'si-m~IY an elongat~d, shal~pw gr~v~, Despi~e 
:the -,shallowness, however" the occupants of thl~" 

crevice '-may 'find it difficult to-rise a,bo,ve i-t ---'- not that'
'they neces~ar.ily -love the ,rut ,but ibecaus~ -h~bit, pride 'and , 

, f( varied, assortment of. factors demand that they remain, ' 
'These ruts: are to be' found. in a~l realms -of Hfe -_social, 
politIcal, economic and even re,ig-ious.. . . ' 

". .. 
The -individual :'Christian -may easily' 'find himself, at 

just' suc'li. . a spiritual stand,still arid' in a dead ,routine; 
as a result, he is the witting or 'unwitting inhalbitant of, 
a reli:gious, rut. Thi's 'pred'icarnent ,may.:b~ the portion 

, not only of tl),ose ,who', are confirmed ritualists although 
, they aI:,e the p-rize examples of a religion which consists 

in notMng more- or ~ess than a series of monotonous mo
tions and Hfeles's exercises.. It, is unfortmna tely possible 
for a borIi again chi!ld of 'God' to 'become _so listless 'a,nd ,
,ineChani'cal ~hat' his spirij;ua:l Ji:fe is~ a's powerless 'and-'-
meaningless as that of th'e mos-t devoted Roma-nist. ' , 

, - -
, - ' ,,' - , 

, Pra'ye:rs Gan ,becGme a routine and as deadly formal all 

1rqt . ~ll:5ptl ,lml~tnt1l5 
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the most staiQ' printed' '''prayer'' in the -'Book of Prayer, - ,'" 
The rea'ding_ ~f the Word of God. may !he a habit that is ' 
,actually of no ,benefit to the' souL The attendance at the 
,place J?f worship may ,be motivated by an inordinate 

Olive L. Clllrk, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
5.5. Lesson -lind Exchllnges ~ 

"r am not IIshemed of the go~pel of Christ."~Romlln. 1;16 
~ .- \ 

Add,. •• , Corr •• pondenc.: 
_ THE -GOSPEL WlToNESS pl'ide in the old: chu,reh or out ot' -force of habit alone. 

\ ' --. 
130 Gerrard Stteet East, Toronto 2 -. Canada 

The expressed 'cqn~~r.n ;for the souJos of men may sim-ply 
'~e so much humb~,g, The oft-rep~ated love for the breth- . 
ren of like :precious.,faith -rpay ,be openly contradicted by T ..... on. ~Alnul 1.7415 
back hiting, carping criticism and petty-jealousy. Brothel', ' Registered ,-Cable Add,. .. : J-'tlllm, Canada r, 
if this is 'the, case, you. are,in a -ru~!-'Get o-ut of it,befor~ , ..... ---' _____ ..--...... -----:--...;....-~----.:..---1 
the 'sides caY-e i,n and ,it lbecomes a grave, marking ,the " 

-resting place '_of.' a 'spiritual.castaway who has been dis- 'J~,'_-_ C'/:'_#fj I~',£ P".,'M~ , .• 
quaUfied f?rs~rvice. ," ;nR ~JC.a ~""JUUU"C 
"iCh~rches, too,. ca-n' ib_eco~e th~ '-d;ignif-ie'd travellers in Bookl~tfon "A Bible,Church'!' " 

a,religious rut _ Let-us ,riot dismis~ ,this consideration by Ftom's~veraI-q!iarter~ we'liave received-encouragement to 
, thinking of sonie m~dernist church"some forinaHs-t,churcp, reprint the articles "A 'Bible 'Chu,rch ~ Its Nature and 

.- or any other, This malady can attlick-good: Bihle ... bel'iev- Work"- in bqo'klet fonD. -' One brother even took the 

.ing, evangeHcal churches .. -How easy it 'is for a ',church tr.o~'ble" of carefully analyzing the articles and of suggest--
,to' become' settIed,-comfortabIJe, rela'tively respecta;l>le and' 'ing s'everal fmprovements,' It is our hope that the book
-compla~ent~'Ho,yvJl.asy,it.is to become se~J-satisfied vrith let '_wlII" soon be ready f~r th~ press' and that-it will 
the'pas't and hoth to glQry in its triumphs and to 'justify : ,~e th~ means of blessing to many Christians.' 
its mistakes. ',Pa~l inch:Iil~d _.both ·in hi.s det~~ination ~<?,' A' Hobb B-' 7 " , 
forget "those, thmgs wh~ch !J.r,e -behInd!' HIS. p~esent . .)' Mle. __ : . \" ' . \ 
desire -was,_ to rea~p to the thiilgs that were before and' "S,?me 'rea~e~s wlll ~e ~~ncludmg that the ,su:bJ~t of 
'to ','press- toward th~ mark for th~ prize of-,tne high call- '.J' the:churcli IS a favouZ:Ite hobby horse ?f the EdltGr . 
. irig of God in Christ Jesus.'~ Any other course is apt, It 'is, true that we have b.een led especIaUY,to stress 
'to lead to a sp'irituai :rut. - ,- - , ' th-is tl'uth in' recent months 'for there is a crying 

• , '\ ,'\ need am<;mg evangelicals; we dG.trust, 'however, that 
Both- ind-iv-~dua~ Christians aI:1d churches may, finl;!- we shall never emphasize one aspect of divine' truth 

-:- themselves -in such a rut if "they forget their, great m-is·,·a-t the expense of aU-others. -
- sion and begin to major on minors and minor on'malors., ,? . ' 

Our Sub_~crihtion- Camh;'~...it. This is a 'S,u.re ,si,gn th!lt ~-wilderness_ experiel!ce is !!Gm- r r-'e'-
ing up ... The write! of, the ~oo~ of Proverbs analyzed this .Y'e_, h~ve n-o~e'd ,,:ith ,~r,a?tU'de ~ha~ _each 'd~y's mail ~ri~gs 
condition when he declared that' "where there is no vision In s~me. ~ew _subscriptIons. 'It IS e~peclally gratIfYIng 
the people'perish~'~ 'Could this.,not refer to ,the loss ot to see tHat many'pasto;rs are ~u~scriibing to THE.GOS~L 
vision ,on the_ part of the people of Goid?- Once aliow o'ur ~!':~ESS. Numbers of _ subscrlp~Ions have ~ome In from 

:' ,- ~,_ , , _ - mInisters of the ·Southern BaptIst ConventIon, the Bap-
passlO~ ~or sou~'~ and our ~oncer? fOT -the ~o~~. P~ {~od tist- B-~bl~' Fellowship'a~d' th_e' Gen-eral A-ssociati'6n- of 
to be ecl}psed '~~ ?ther conslde!atlO~s" h~:wever vIta;I" an,d Regular Ba,ptists. -
we are In a .rehgIous rut., It was ~nly when Peter took ' 
his eyes off the 'Lord and :became con~e:rned with the whid' f -h .' - ' .. , b 'h' - t'l 

'd' th '-th ·t he 'b -. t - . k - H 'h d' , I ~ e Lo~ were to -h~lp. u~, ,y IS grace, un I we' 
an. . e waves, a ,~ egan 0 SIn" ~ _. e ,.a ~ense -got up to -t-he dool'B_tep of _ ihe~ven;. we should -never be 
enough to cr,y ~1:l~ - _ Lo~~, 'save me~ LIkeWIse; Lord, " a1b'le to get in un-less he; 'gave us ,the grace to take ,the 
sa-ve us from relIgiOUS ruts! . - . :: last s'tep!, ......... C. H. SPURGEON 
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THE GOSPEL. WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 

't!tb,t Jarbi~ ~trttt / ~ulpft~ 

_PA'RE . TO, 'B'E· A. DANIEL! 
A Sermon by Dr: T. T. Shields 
'. , 

Pre'achedip Jarvis Street Bai>tis~ Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, October iSth, 1925 
. .. . 

~ ,(stenogmphlcal[y Reported) 

·tiaw :wQJ.en, Daniel knew tihat 'the w:riting was signeCi. he lWent 'into his house' 
a"nd his windows beinJg open in'!his chaanber toward Jerusalem. he kneeled upon his knee~ 
three 'times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aroretiine." . 

, -Daniel 6:10. ' 

(163) 3 

/ 
THERil. is not one of. uswh~ ~s not tempted, ~ri certai~ I thought 'it ~jgb,:t be profitable for us,onc~ again to 

oc<:a,'no~s, to a 'dIsplay of moral G!lWardlce. . T-h!:! -look at "thIs heroic figure of Old Testament' tim~s, that 
Apostle' Paul, I fancy,' was: naturally Ii very cou.rageous we might learn how Daniel became courageous.. ' 
man;. yet in his' epistle to the EphElsians he exhorted the . , ' . . 
Ephesians to pray that grace might be given to him that ' . I. ., 
'he migh~ 9pen his mouth boldly. The Apostle Peter was And' l want,: .first of all, t~ remark that. the -man or 
a ,man of great. natural force,-'a -man of impuls'e, a man woman who' gives· first place to God, in' Ms ,or her life 
to whom the, initiative in any ente,rprise was quite natural, 'will need courage, :becau-se the mere fact that ,God is put 
'!lnd when enidued with P6wer from on high, he ~became a first wiU be certain to' in'cite others to ·anger. There 
mighty warrior, and, like Stephen, his enemies were not -never was a more g,racious' Personality than that bf our 
,aible to withstand .. the wisdom with' which he spake; yet 'Lord: He' spoke gracious words; He went albo\!.t doing 
the Apostle Peter ,showed:. the white feather on more ·good: - healing the sick, cleapsing the leper, 'rai~ing the 
than one oGcasion. Such was the contrast between his dead. You will search His record, in vain to find one 

, \. beha'V'iour w\len 'clothed with ,divine power" and his con- ,single instance whl'lre He d'i!d anything bu.t good, OJ." 
du~1\ when ,bereft of that power, t'hat it is -said of his showed anything 'but kindness t'o Jthe men a,bout Him;, 
enet,nies, "when they saw the. boldness of Peter and_ John, 'and yet froIJl the beginning of human-history' until now 
and perceived' that they. were' unlearned anid ignorant there never 'lived a man .who was so intens"ely hated as 
men, they marvelled; and they. took knQwledge' of them, the Lord Jesus Christ, ~ecause He was "the perfect in
that they had ibeen with Jesus." Peter learned to be hold carnation of divine h6liness'; and the whiteness of .'His 
by keeping company with Christ. ," , '. 'pe.rfect life threw,every other .life' into shadow iby con-

,'. 

,lJtJ is popular in' our-day to' suppose that if, we ke~p . trast. They hated 'Hi-m because His very loyalty ,to ·God, 
c,oIppany with"Chtist,']f we-Jive in feHowship with Him, ·and to ,the truth of God, arid to the World of' God, con-
we shall have nothing but honeyed word-s for everybody. ' stituted a condemnation oI·1!bemselves. . 
I do not know how many times'I have been recommended : Now: my brethren and sisters~ in the line~sure.in which, 
to relid the thirteenth chapter of ~the first epistle to the ,!by God's )grace and by the' power of ilis in~welling 'Spirit, 
·Corinthian~! IIf -jt. is at,'all,helpful to m.y friend-s, from we a,re enabled to approximate, the ,~lo.rious character of 

. this forward- they,m'ay 'know tha·t I can' repeat it without our Lord, ju-st in 'that .measpre will our Uves ibe a con
'read.ing'it at aU; ,and at lmy Hme of the day or ni'ght can demnation of· the vyorld-' a:b.out us, -. and just in that 

.:.. -sit-down and "meditate it through"', as the old lady 'said. "" ,measure will. t~e -world hate us. It is 8, most pitiaible 
_', I ibelieve there is no quality more necessa:ry in', the work thing, it is nothing Iess than a' tr~ge'dy, that so many 

, of the .:40;rd. at ,thi-s' hour than the quality of b'oldness: ' churches, made uP!, 'professedly,. pf rede~~ed, reg~nerated! 
I believe there is nothing 'mini.ste;rs need more than to men and- women in whose hearts Christ dwells '\:>y faith, -. . 

... - Jearn, fearlessness to declare the whole counsel of God-; , 1 say it is a tragedy that so m,any 'churches thus consti- ' 
. ", and th~~ is nothing the people iil the pew need to learn tuted sh~uld' he on good'tel"ms with ,the world, the fl~sh, 
, more thorou'gHly than the 'a'arne ,lesson; - for they,· too, and the d,evil and fair utterly to C'onl~emn the Jife tb,'at ' 

, are, witness~s, we ,are lill witn,esses. The reason you did is 'ab~ut 1!bem. Daniel !I,erved ~i-s God, and' serv~d hi-s 
, not Ibear witness for !Christ to several scores of people ,king; but just because he served ,God! he .was, hoated of, 
. last week wa-s not becaus,e you had' not opportunities, nor . 'his fellows. That does not mean" of, course, that we are 

altogether. because yoli did not want to.do it: :but.onlY,· to attribute our unpqpularity to our loyalty. to'principle,: 
because you were 'afraid. It occurred to you on'· the """"when; in so many-, case-s, it may be due tq our sheer 
street car, in business, and .in your socia'} relations, on unloveliness' o~ character .. The blessin~g of IG<?d is 'pro
many occasio!ls, ,"''rhis is 'agood 'C?Pportunity for me to nounced; \!.'po:p. those who are. hated 0; all .men .- 'not for 
.tell.to all 8.l'ound"what a deaI:' iS~viour I have found" - thei,r own sakes, ibut f!>r HIS Name s s:ake: It is when 
but y~u ·did ,not do it;. and 'you did not' do it ibecaus'e yo~ OUI: 'relation~h'ip, t~ ,God; to. Chris'!;:, to 'His Wor-d, to '~i~ 
.were a coward. That· is plain speech,~ibut i,f I s'aid 'any-, gos'pel, to HIS purposes of ,grace lD the world, ~ whe~ 
thing else you woulld kn,6w I' was not teHing the'truth, our relationship to Him calls d-own the wrath of _m~n 
because' you know exactly that is what you are.,' That upo~ our- heads, at·t;he ·same time we a,re the ,recipients 
is what we all are, a,part from the grace and the power of Heaven's benedictions. ' " - ,', 
of t~e Holy Spirit. '.!. I want you youpg 'converts. to remember that principle. 
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When you trusted-ip. Jesus Christ 'a little while ago, some 
of you, you imagined' that all the wrinIdes of life would 
now ,be smoothed out, and that aU the roads would be 
levelled and ;paved, an'll that all difficulties would be re
moved; yet scarcely had you l'eceived Christ into your 
life when you ;found your difficulties multiplied, and 
your enemies increased, and all' life seemed to go awry 
from the moment you put Jesus Christ in the centre. Of 
course I - the moment Christ became the centre of 
yoUi' life, in relation to the wodd you became eccentric, 
you bumped into everylbody. 

And that is ever so, dear. friends. . And the church 
. ought to have the same experience - sent not to: be 

ministered unto Ibut to minister, and to exemplify the 
principles of the Hfe of Christ. W p. shall find the same 
principle ope.rating in our Social relations, in our busi
ness connections, in the place where we work, every
where, . we shall Ibe going against the tides. They will 
call us narrow-minded, and bigotted, and 'old-fashion-ed, 
and ·fanatical - and you are fortunate if you are able 
to retain a ,reputation .for sImple s'anity if you follow 

. the Lord! A dear lady told me the ~er day - I do 
not know'whether I told you 'about it, but I think it is 
goad enough .t6 ·pass on - a dear lady told me that she 
was in a' certain home,visiting, and another visitor was, 
there. Someho~ they stumbled upon the subject' of 
J·arvis Street ·and its Pastor; and this visitor from out 
of town said, "Whatever has happened to that man? I 
hear he' has become perfectly insane"! W ~ll, that is a 
fine reputation to have! A ve~y great authority told the 
Apostle Paul that he was a bit mad. 

I think I will tell you the sequel. of -that story, just for 
your encou·ragement )Vhen people throw nan:tes .at you. 
We read' to:night the Lord Jesus' said, "If they have 
cal-hid the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more 
shali they call them of his household?" Were you ever 
'called names for ·Christ's sake? WelJl, my friend said to . 
this ladY~""Will you come to chu·rch with me next SUQday 
morning? Are you 'going to be in town?" The good ladly 
was a Methodist. She came to church; and the Lord .met 
her~ and gave her a great IbJessing through,the message 
of the. "insane" .preacher. She .went away back into the 
country and she told per Methodist pastor that,she never 

' .. had had such a biessing in' her me; she had been lifted· 
into the heavenlies. The first Sund;Ry 'he CQuld find the 
time that ,minister .got into his motor car and, motored 
dow~, and spent 'a day in this place. I did not meet him; 
Ibut he went back and said, "Weare going ~ t~row out 
a hund·red things we have had in th'is place, and put 
Jesus Christ first." 

. Now, my friends, you must expect if you will put 
Christ first as Dariiel did, that wherever you go you wi:ll 
incite the anger of people; and y.ou wilt need His grace 
to behave yourselve~. wisely in the circumstances. 

, / II. . 
If it Ibe so that 'He enlllbles us in. some ··measu·re to fol: 

low Him,. that following in itself will render our position 
impregnable. Here were the princes, and governors, and 
all the 'important people of the ,province of Babylon; and 

, they sought to. find occasion against Daniel.· They tu.rned 
their microscopes on his record,and' .tried to find fault 
with him;. but they could, find none. That is evermore 
true. The first and the great commandment is~ "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy GO,d.", People do not know yery 
much about our relation to God; that is a secret matter, 
that is a ,matter between you·r soul and God .. But if you 

o 

, . 
are rightly related to God, as Daniel was, it will express 
itself in you·r record, in your, 'relation to your neighbour. 
They may lbok for occasion to, 'Charge you with faithless
ness; hut in the measure in which. we are true to God, 
we :s.hall 'be true in every relationship of life. To put . 
Christ in the centre ,means to bring us into ·right relation-
ship to His l~ws everywhere. . 

7So you need not be afraid if you foHow Daniel's ex
ample 'in·this respect. It, will do you no real harm; ,but 
in the office you will be a 'hetter bookkeepe.r, a better 
office h~nd, a better workman in th.e shop. I really think 
I can go through a .bUilding, almost any place where 
men are working, a,s a ru'le, and pick out the Christians 
without asking whether they a·re Christi-ans or -qot. The 
true man, the man who loves God! with all Rig heart, hates 
a',piece of pqor w!)rk. Just in the measure in which he 
serves God, 'hi~ work will ;be superior to the work of 
other men; he will put conscience into aH ,his labour, so. 
that even the works of hi's ,hands will be a testimony to 
the religion of his h,eart.· Hence they found occasion 
against Daniel only in one direction, and that was con
cerning'the 'law of his God. Oh, I have seen that re
peated: ·"Mr. ISo-and-ISo is a very decent sort of ·man. I 
would not char.g~ him with insincerity or with irregular- .t 
,ity of life in any particular. direction; but he is re
ligious·ly 'extreme, 'you. know, just· extreme 011 one point. 
He is an amiable gentleman in every respect except re= 
l'igiously, and '.reUgiously he is a crank, there is no living 
with hini at all"! I I _ . -
_ Blessed be the man or woman whose loyalty to Jesus 
.christ is really. made an occasion _of critici'sm by ~he 
enemy! So was it in Daniel's case. Is it so' 'in ours? 
Can they say of us -: can they say' of us that we do 
reaUy love the Lord Jesus Christ? Can ther s'ay of us 
that we' do really love His Holy- Word, that we are ,really 
se'eking to do His will as we u:nderstand it?· If they ',can 
say that of us, we shaH surely get into trowble; but never 
mind Blbout that if that 'be ·aU they can s'ay aJbout us, that 
we are religious', ~xtr:emists'- Oh, ,,1- wonder' if we can be 

, too extreme in that matter? . What ought we to do with 
the truth ?!' Believe, it? Can you be extreme in believing 
the truth? Can you ;believe the truth too tenactously? 
Is' it possible for UI'I to .be e?Ctravagant in our devotion ~o 
the' Word of God' that liveth and abideth for ever? They 
will say all that about you; but their <>Cca's·iori of fault
finding will' be in you·r relationship to your God, if ~u 
are true to Him. And that is a point distinctly in the 
favour of the ~oyal Christian, because then the Devil 

, attacks him in 'his strongest point. 
We all have our weak pOints: and we 'do not li'ke hi's 

,majesty ·attacking us there; !but if it ,be 110 that ·our 
loyalty to Christ is made the occasion of attack, then all 

IW e all have our weak points, and we do not IJi"ke his 
m:ajesty attacking us there; but if it Ibe 'so that our loy
alty to Christ is ma'de. the occasion of attack, then all 
hell caimot hurt us. Look at this man! Long custom had 
developed in him the hahit of prayer .. Aswe read tpis 
story Daniel suddenly emerges a's· a hero. But Daniel was 
not made a hero in an hour. When they secured the pass- . _ 
'ing of that dec-reEt for.bid'ding anyone to ask any petition 
of any god' for thirty days save only of the ki.ng, Daniel 
had no difiicu'lty m ad1justing his life to that new situa
tion .for it had ,been' adjusted 'to tha.t from bios youth'. 

-When he knew the ·writing was signed, he did· not hold 
a speciwl'prayer meeting; he di'rl not devel~p a new habit" 

'and say, ""Now, I have to' pray_es·pecially on this occa-
...... / 
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sion." What did ~e do? He just d'id' what he had done 
"aforetime". ' And that long practice of kneeling upon 
-his knees and praying with open windows towa,rd Jerusa
lem' three times a d'ay made him a match for all his 
enemies; anld when at last the crisis of 'life came, there 
was in Daniel a character thai had ,lbeen develope,d' .by 
God's grace so that he stood like a veritable Gi'hralter 
against the stGrm. He, did not / ch'ange his haibits; 'he 
did not adjust hims·elf ,in any respect to his enemies' 
requirements: he simply heard ·that the writing was 

. siJined', and paid no attention to it, but.went to his house, 
and, his winldows being open, he got down on his knees 
and prayed out ~oud· three times a day as he had always 
done. . - I \ 'I , . 

'My friends, it is what you are ·always doing that is 
going to make·a man of you 'in Ohri-s't - not what you do 
occasiQnally. And that is true of the chu,rch. I.get out 
of patience wIth some of 'my 'brethren, I frankly say; 
for every little while they. say, "Let us have a :special 
week of prayer."-Why do you not have fifty-two weeks 
of 'prayer? It is very we'll 'to have a special day of ,prayer 
when you can, ibut why can't we w.in the victory by going 
on in our regular woi"k as we 'have done "aforetime"? 
. You young men, would you not like to be ~eroes? 

, Woul'd you not like to win a victory for God,? I never grow 
weary of that story of David. It. is ·good for the boys, 
and for·the men too. I love to see that young chap, just 
a stripling. "'a youth, and. ruddy, and of a fair counten~ 
arice". I never read the 's-tGry'ibut I have a hearty laugh. 
When the news is brGugh.t to .. Sauq, 'and Saul looks in 
a.mazement at him and says, "You cannot .. do -it; but, how
ever, if you will, we will dress you up for the occasion." 
And' then you can see him ·putting. on 'SaUl's' armour, and 
he l06ks like a Bttlle -boy dresse'd up in hi-s' father's boots! 
- just rattling a,rolind in the things. There is the' big 
sword 'by his side, and he cannot handle it at all. As 
he moves a'bout he says, "I cannot go in the·s-e." "Oh, but 
you must, you are going against 'a mighty man of 
war!" I think David said, "Ah, take these things off; 
let me be myself, and I wiH s~ow you, by God's grace, 
what I can do." So theY"took off all the trappings, and 

.. he went doWn to the brook and picked u,p the stones, five 
of them. . Why five?, Someone asked' me why I, never 
preached on the four stones that David did not use. Well, 
I thin'k they stand' for his' modesty : he was a better shot 

\ than he thought, oj surer aim. I, 

But do you know how the victory was won? That vic
tory was not won on that Gccas·ion, on that day. When 
David put .that smooth stone into the sl'ing, and with 
such calm assurance said ,to the vain.Jgloriolls champion 
of. the 'Phi~istines, "Thou comest to ·me 'with 'a sword, 
arid with a IS>pear, and with a shield but I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of·hosts~he God Qf the Armies 
of Isra'el, Whom thou hast defied:' - when,lie said that, 
he knew 'God. This was the one who said, "Thou prepa.rest. 
a ta-ble 'before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over"; thi's 
is the one who s'aid" "Lord, how are they increased that 
trouble 'me! many are. they that rise lip against me. 
Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help 

. for him in God'!;' this 'is the one who said,. "Thou -hast 
broken the teeth of the ungodly; sa1vation belongeth to 
the Lord, His Iblessing is 'upon His people." Davidhad 
the victory in his heart when he took the field. When 
did he win it?, 'Back there-m the quiet ,places of life, ,back 
there 'as· he' kept his father's sheep, :back there when he 
fought v;th the. lion and the bear, 'back there as h~ laid 

up a -store of eJq)E!rienee, and accuJD,u1at,ed, shall I say, 
a store of faith for the great crisis of his life. And when 
at -last the great crisis came, all that David had to do 
was to do as he had d'one "aforetime", - and down came 
the giant before him. I'-

And now, that all Babylon was ,risen up against Daniel, 
again's-t thi-s man of God, ~11 that he had to do was just 
'keep up his daily halbit of communion ,with God, and 
victory was. his. Do you not see, my dear friends, that 
it is your dl\lty and. .m'ine to !be getting ready all the time 
for the crises of life? For i-t works both ways. The' 
man that is sulddenly overwhelmed with temptation, the 
man .who i-s prone. in the du'st, hu·mbled,. disg·raced, . dis
honoured, did not ·fall all,at once. He was fallin,g a long 
time before anyone knew anything about. it; and when 
at last he came crashing down, it was only just" the last 
push .of the enemy. So contrariwise, when God leads us 
on to victory it is the, cumulative power of stedfa'st faith 
that issues at last in that irresistible stroke befGre which 
the giants of Phillistia fall. Let us cultivate the habit of 
daily, hourly, communion with 'God; and as we do it we 
may be sure that 'there is nothing that 'can harm us if we 
he folloWers of that wilicn is good. 

And so, rw brethren and sisters, i·f there is someone 
here to-ni'ght who "has not begun after that fashion, if 
you have not bowed your 'knee for the first time 'saying, , 
"Goo ,be merciful to me a sinner," begin it' now. I am \ 
alwaY'S afraid of the semon that has ,no 'place of begin- I 
ning for poor si·nners: . 

"There is a ,place where Jesus S'heds 
The oU of gladness o'er our heads, 

A place than all besides more ,sweet; 
It i'S the blood-stained mercy-seat.': 

That is where we all begin; and that is where we con
tinue ever ~ore, - kneeling upon' our knees praying to -
Gdd as we 'have done "aforetime". 

ilIl. 
. There are some lions, you know, back th~re - and they 

are going to eat you up! Did you ever hoo·r· the Hons 
growl? I frankly say I 'have Ibeen hearing the growling 
of some lions for a long time. Oh, how they bellow! But 
there 'is ~mother Lion; we sing about Him here: 

"For the Lion of Judah -shaH ,break every chain, 
And give u's the''Vjctory again and again." _ 

It is a great -thing to learn got to be afraid of human 
lions, for they are alway}! waiting for the trusting soul. 
How many of you 'here want a revival? How many 
preachers or. ministerial studj:!nts are here this evening, 
,raise your hand-s? Hpw many have. tpe ministry in view? 
Don't he afraid. Yes, there are severa1 .. II would like to 
'tell you hgw to have a revival, a ,rea~ reviv'al. I heard our 
young Brother McGinlay talk a.bout 'the·· Hebrew children 
in the furnace the other night in HamioJton. It was a 
great message; I enjoyed it greatly, all the more because 
I have preached fro~ it. so often myself. .But ·the same 
principles apply, here. Poor Daniel! He;had a hard time· 
of it, did he not? 'He did not have half as hard a time 
of it as the king! Daniel was east 'into the lions' den; 
IQut there is nothing to suggest that he was uncomfort
able for haqf a minute. But the poor king who -had been 
trlcked into the passing of that d~ree went to .l~is house 
and could not. sleep, could not sleep at all. 1 want to say 
to the friends who are so bu'sy often in opposition to this ' 
place, and to its 'min~atrY, that it does not distuf'b our 
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..... peace for a moment ~ not a ibit ,of it. Somebody sa.id· ',bu~lding one;' the' furnace is heated' ,for· the 'children of' 
.to me the other day, "We}!}, you are fighting; you are -God, Ibut 'it i·g iRis enemies that ·are burnt i-n the furnace;' 
'c.ontending for the faith. You do a 'great deal of fight- the lions are there to eat u·p God's prophet, ibut,it is the 
ing." "Yes," I ,said, '~but !lll outside the, chur~h; We do enemies of God that suffer at last. ~o, dear friertds, 
no£baveany'inside. We ddd have one ·battle, and 'we have we :have nothinlr to fear.' We a·re never afraid. of this 
not had 'any since .. It is aU ou·ll8'id~. We, are quite com- g:lorious old ·Book; we ~re not afraid, that 'God's cal,lse wiFl 
fortable ·here; quite happy, and confident tha~ God Will ever be defeated: "The hail shaH sweep away the refuge 
·give us the 'victory" too." There is no doubt about that; ,'of lies imd the waters shaH overflow the hiding place.'" 
Ibut I do sympathize'with that poor 'kin/:{! And. sometimes God, in His own ·time, wiII uncover everYthing; and 'He 

.. I sympathize'with our friends the enemy, because they do will justify .tliose who have" 'pu.t-' their tru'st In.' Cnfist. 
get themselves' into a ,great .pickle, beyond any doubt.. . I hope you"wiII hav.e a ·good s'leep to-night, all of you; 

, There is no question about that. . ~·hope you .wm !becomfortable as you rest in the Lord and " 
. And then ,this ki-ngcame around in the morning to s'ee . wait 'patiently for Him .. And I 'hope those of you who . 

...... what wa's :left of Daniel. On, you know, there 'is a' great· 'ha'Ve -not put y.our trust in Christ wiH not sleep at a~l 
d,eal of real 'humour·in the Bible. I bellieve if ,I could not up.til you yield, youTselves' wholly to' Hi;m .... What a mighty- , 

, see the' ftinny side of. things, 'I, could not' live. And some- . Saviour we have! .' Would you not Ii'ICe Him to be your .. 
times I think 'the 'Bi,ble is the mos:t h'umorous Book.in the 'Saviod.r? Wou~d 'you not 'Uke to trust Hi,m, and have all 

• ·world. I love to rea'd that story A of those important' the reCord of .the past blotted out, and to Ibe,'~rou,ght into 
'men, the members of the San'hed·rin., You' remember· how sucn relationship to Him as 'Dimiel :was, an'd !b.egin this 
they ar,rel'!ted the ,preachers' and put. th~n'l in jail;· and l'ifelong habit of daily communioll with Him .. and lbeCome 

~ went·home to sleep, saying, ~'We' wiII attend,to you in the" at 'once the care of His ange1s? Then He wm 'lead yoit 
· morning." ISO in .the morning they: came· with all -the'ir 'aU the' way ~rough life, and :bring you ,at last jn triumph 
ro'be~ of office, and ma~e their ,way to the council cham- into the city.. • . , 
'be~ 'and ~at dow.n; 'and ~hen th~y ,co,m~anQed' that· the Ho,,: ma~y are there here tO~I}igh~ who'-wi1I· da.re, to ,be 
'RrIsoners he ,brought. Presep.tly tHe ,off'1Cers came Iback ,a Dam~l? Do you know Dam~l IdId not 'know h~ was 
-fbut no prisoners. , "W'hy have you not brought them?" d-arJng anything?I-That' is' the 'beauty of it. ,-'He 'did not 
'~Oh," they 's'aid, .~'we found the- prison aU right, and the knoW he 'Wa:g a hero; he never thought of 'it; 'he jtfst went 
door was stiU on its hinges, and· the wardens 'and soldiers on about -his'work, 'doing as he, had always done. Let us 
we!e outs'ide 'keeping the prisoners just as y.op ,left them ibegin to-nig~t; let us -put our hea:rts, our live~" wholly 
last night; :but when we ,got inside we could not find a.t the disposal of Jesus Christ. As we dlO ,that; we have 
the prisoners: they were 'gone." And! While they were {~od"s W or'd for it that we shal~ never ibe defeated, we 
wondering what had happened, someone came and said, shaIl never be confounded. wm you come to-night'?, 
"You know those men, you put in-prison last night,? We'll, , 
. .t~ey are down in the. temple preacMng .. the same old-.gos- I" 
pel they'were preaching yeste'rday." And,so,th,ey sent th~ , Sl,JN'1?AY IN JA,RVIS STREET, , 

, off1cers ::an'd said, "'Brin'g them witho,ut ·violence. You .~ 'pro ,Slade, 'the pastor" pr~ached at both semceson the 
ha~ better 'be careful" for ,they got 'out qf the ,prison some- 'past '.!Ard's ,Day. ,In the morn:ing he spoke, on' ,iThe , I -

~~w. Something ha,ppe!Ied." . ~aviour's Parting Words", and in -the evening 'his sUlbjec:t 
" I never read this story without feeli~g that. th~re is was "Christian Baptism". At the conclusion of the eve- ' 
a touch o~ hUfi!or .in it, - the king's distres's' th~ough ' ,ning service an open- air 'meeting' was held at the rear 

.' "the ~ong night, wa;iting for .the break of day; .his c~ming of the chu'~ch, ,facing Allan Gardens .. Thro'ugh song, mes-

.' eagerly to, the lion§'. den'; and th'ere is Prime Minister sage apd brief testimonies, the g~spel was 'presented to 
Dan:iel just as 'comfortable as lte would hav~ been in hi~ malJY who otherwise would, not attend a service. 

""office, not 'a 'b~t hurt 'at, all. And theki~g said, "0 Dan~ . \ 

· iel, servant 'of the livin'g 'God, i's thy. God, whom thou· 
, ~ervest"'- occasional~y? No! - "is thy God whom.thou 
servest:cop.tinually, able to. 'deliver thee f.rom the lions ?,'~ 
"Oh," Daniel said, ,"that was very easy; He is the, Lord 
of hosts, Ibut He did· 'not send His whole army; He just 
sent an angell to shut the lions' mouths. So, thank you, , 
your Majesty, I ,am quite,well this' morning: , They equId ' 
not hurt me 'at all;, I have enjoyed, theni·ght; 'I have been 
sitting talking with the angel while you coulld not' sleep;' 
I 'halVe learned- more, this night in thel'ions' den than I 
could have learned in fifty years in the 'palace." Is it not 
wonderful? "But that is what h~,ppens.: as we -put C).ur trust 
in Him, His angels wiII keep us coinpany,all the way. ' 

,.But there is one sad feature of it, a very sad feature: 
then the king 'ordered that Daniel's enemies· should the 
cast to the lions. And it is said' that the lions had 'the 
mastery of them ere eyer they had'come tp the bottom 

: of the den, The lioris had a good mea:l after all - but 
·the menu was ch'anged! It'was .n,oIt Daniel they afe UiP; 
it was hi,s, e'nemies. That is (always happening; that is 
God'/! way ·(}f 'adju:sting ,the; balance. Ham.an is for eyer 
,buli:Jd.ing ,a g"laUows for Mordecai' - 'and Mordeca'i n.ever 
gets hanged :on' it: Haman save~ MOrdecai the trouble' of 

, ~ 

You are c~rdially invitect' to' 'att~nd ,Jarvis 
. .' .' 

Street Baptist Church (col'Jler of' Jarvis and' 

,Gerrard Streets) in doWntown Toronto. Our " 

Sunday' schedule i!J. as follows:-

9.45 A.~ • .:.......Bible Stflool for all. 

11.00. A.M.-¥orq.ing 'Semce 
" ' 

7:00 P.M.-Evening Service , .. . 
8:30 P.M.-.:.outdoor Service 

When in Toron.to, m~e Jarvis Street your' church 
,home! . 
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LET'S BE CONSI·SlE:N.T! 

Some' tniplicatio,n's of the B'lble 
t e~~chi~,g on the 'Chur~'h 

ARE our actions ahvays consistent with that which we _ (1) . ~vangelisrit,· 
!profess to !Qeli~ve? Is oit '~ot .true that weare guilty (2) Missionary' societies. 

of accommodating what we call ou.r c'onvictions to' suit '(3) 'Ministerial associations,' 
the tempo of, the age and· the consensus of opi nion? 'It ' 
is fndeed' to be feared that Christians can gIve an in- (4) The tithe, ' 
tellectual assent .to'the Bilblicall teaching' upon' a ,given (5) Relationship to other Bible-believing Baptist· 

I . churches, ' 

\ , 

. , subject hut; at tl).e saome Hm-e" ~f1:1se to implement that ,,', , ' , " .' . 
tl;!aching -in daily ,'prac1::i~e,; or can it be,that they have not, That 'surely is- a~, iifteresting" thought-provoking, (and 
rea.;lized the"far-reacp,ing implications of that teaching " provocati:/Je)! list! ' We do not expect that'aU our readers 
in other 'realms· of eJ;ldeavour? ISince the gospel is OI)e,' will a,gree with us'; indeed, we 'haz~t~' the ,guess that ... some 

, each single kuth must Ibe seen' ,in relationsbitp to other who' might ha've agreed w~th ou,r previous articles on a. 
trutl).sand hence the believer~s entire,conduct 'will be a Bible ,church wil~ ,not. accept what.we believe to be, th~ 
harmonious Whole and .not a .series of isolated contradic- scriptural and logical implications of that ,position. ' 
tions. .. . ' In an such ·discu~slions there must be. a s'Pirit~ -;'f char-

Most;fBaptists, we trust, accept the teaching, of the . 'ity 'coupled with r~al conviction. As we dea!l .with these 
- Word ,of 'God upon the, su'bj~ct of the churc;h;. ill fact, , topics~ we intend to be very frank a,nd, ~ state fS clearly. 

there' IS' no reason ,for our ,exls.tence as a separate group ~ as we can what a,re our profound convictIons for we have 
of churches if w,e reject, this, scriptural concept. ',It is, no, sympathy with that tYP'e 'of journalism which consists 
however, p'ossi-ble that we. may have failed to .notice the, in an endless flo,w of meaningless :Platitudes.. and com
far-reaching implications'of this position as it is related monplace observations .. At, the same time., we are moti
to other aspects of'divin-e ,revelation and practical en- vl}-ted by a desire. to see the 'York of the Lord.attempted 
deavour. ' If ~e stedfastly cHng to the 'Baptist position according to Hi-s design 'in order that it may, have ,His 
on the church and'.v.iolate that truth by our actions, we . biJessing. " 
must iQecQIhe -entangled' .in. a' hopeless and contradiCtory , 
position'. 1f. we accept the 'verdict ,of the Btb'le on the I",' THE" CHURCH AND EVANGELISM 

- sub1ec~ of tlf,e. nf1,ture and:work of the c!tttrch, thef} lp.f, 718 'The New Testament teaches that the work of evan'-
relefl·tlesslu follow the matter to its scriptural and logir.al gelization has 'been committed to divinely-ord"a'ined bodies 
conclusion whatever be the consequences. . '. which a,re desi'gnated, "churches". In'diyidual ,believers,. 

A.s· we thojl'ght on 'the subj~ct ,of the Bilble teaching on . too, are res·ponsi,15le for this work but they, too, should 
tl).e ch,urch, '!Ie co~Id not help mit meditate ~urther on 'have a 'def:inite relationship' to a local church.' Most Bn-p
the far-reae-hing ef.fect that the acceptance of this teach- . tists Yl'ould,accept what we have s'aid th~s far. , 
ing would ha've u,pon varied, ,aspects of relig,ious life and . It,fo'llows then that the scriptural tipe. of. evangelism" 
work: 'The vista' of thought widen~d unti:l we realized· is, a loca:l 'church-:!centred evangelism ao'nducted by the' 
that a real acceptance of this position woqld d'rastically loca'l church. This will consist in the regular· services of 
affec,t many 'precoD'cei.ved and, cherished· notions 'that are the .church, special'campai'gns, the important W:Oi'k of Sun~ 
held by some 'evangelicals. What a 'dilemma! We are 
forced to retain what" is -revered ,by beloved fellow he. day School evangelism and visitation ev'ang~!ism .. Every ',~ 

. . " Baptist ~hurch worthy of .. ,the name wi:J1 :be nat- only evan-
lievers or to accepf in "its enti,rety,' with its -implications, gel'·" I btl . 'I " , I' t' A' 
th I .:I" f H I W' L' 'd I h h .. a 'u a so aggressive y evange IS IC. gam, most 

e c ear ver",'lct 0 0 y, rtt. et no one oec are t at Ba t' t' ld h t h rt' "A I" t th t ' 
this' is not a r,eal problem for it is; the easy way out, of, t' P IS S WOU S ou a ea y men. 0 a propoSI-
course, is to aU-fle com;ction' and to 'pr:9ceed' with the Ion." ' ' " . ' . ' 
~u,rrent, perhaps rationa~izing the:whole p~oces's iby thi!lk- . What of ~a~~ ~va,ng~hsm ? The 'a~,sw;r wou,Id d;~pend 
mg that "the fundamentals'! have not been a:f£ected by .upon t?,e d,~f,mltto~ of. ~ass ev,angel.I,sm '. If ,by -mass· 
,this· conduct, Hlllbit and cherished, ,though false, ideas evangehsm IS meant the l~rge city-wide campaigns spop
can be terri-ble masters!' sored 'by churc1J.es' 'Of all de~0ll!inatiop.s, and, shades of 

'Of necessity, this article w'ill he a relatively short one opini~n; it is 'our firm, conviction tliat '!Japtist churches 
and may se~m to be an informal an'd ram-bling discus'sion cannot ,s1,lpport th,em an:d; be, true to th-~ir ,pqsition. ~ir8t 
of the subject. It' is motivated 'by a, desire to understand of all, It should o~ 'noted :tha~. the maJority of converts 

_ sometb'ing of the ,relationship 'l?e.tween ,the scriptural fl'om ,thes~ c!l,mpa,lgns are d'l,rected to ch~r~hes whe~e 
teaching 'on'the church. and- ,pra'ctical questions that must ,;resu~ 'Chnst IS not, hon?ur,ed and w~ere HI~', Word IS 
confront every indhridual Christi-an, every pastor. and d~spIse? More bas'l~,st!l~, h?w~ver, I~ the solemn con
every' chut:C:h. 'These issues, can he evaded only ,by 'sorpe sl:der~,tlOn 'fua! Bapbst,!!, .behevmg that the 'L?~d has 
spiritual fli,ght from ,reality or !by _some devious' scheme . estalbhshed New' Testament -churche~" are consentmg ;by 
to' c~-ojierate 'wifh the predominate' evangelical spirit. We their action.s, to the s,:!'P,Port of bodies that are diametri-
hav,e al"bitrarily ,chosen' five topics.'for 'consideration .and. cally ~pposed' to t,he ,scnp,tural ,pi'o~ra'Jl). L~t us be ,cop.-
'shaF), merely 'pass ,some 'ran'dom,- though pertinent, com- sistent! ' ' 
ments on these .. five .,-'- . A mass evangelism that wo~h:(~av.e a sc~iptural wa,r-

" 
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rant is that conducted' in a city or some designated area· 
by a group of New Testament Baptist churches. The 
converts, then, cou·ld· ibe referred to the local chu.rches 
where they wou:Jd· ibe Ibaptiz~d, taught in the things of 
'God and utilized in the service of the Master. Tn -taking 
this .position, we do so not 'out of malice or bitterness, 
as soone critics will be swi·ft to aeeu'se, but out of Ii desire 

--
and semi-evangeHcalls! Our basic objection to' a minis
terial association, howev~r, is deeper still. If we are 
persuaded that .the evangelica,l Baptist position is the 
scriptural .position, then what is our ,g·round for co
operating with those who do not espou!!e that position? iIs 
it that' we might :ga,n some '·'advantages" such as free 
ra'dio time, a religious education period in the schoo1-s 

to see the hand of the Lord' in migh,ty blessing. . , or "prestige" 1, Perish the thought!, Let's he consistent!. .' 
- and, ·m~ impOrtant, SCRIPTURA:L! ' !If we intellectualqy accept the scriptural teaching on 

evangelism and, by our actions, contradict it. are we not 
really advertising to, the 'world and other believers, -that IV. THE CHURCH AND THE TITHE 
the Lord's ipl'ogram is not binding upon churches and "Tithing! I'lq have nothing to do with it. It's 'part of 
believers today?" Indeed, have evangelical Baptists in' this the Mosaic 'economy and I'm not under. law ibu.t under 
land ever given the Lord an opportun'ity to deIPonstrate grace!'" With a .prous, crusading ai,r, some Christians 
what He can do when His work is attempted ,in His power would utter 'such sentiments .. Their arguments, on ,the 
and in the way which He has d;irected? It. is·time that su.rface, may,-at ,first, appear to ,be very spiritual and to 
more heed· was paid to the divine program and tess to Ibe the correct expression of liberated'souts. :It is to be 
the' high pressure -technique whi'e'h has ·found Baptists ,feared, however, that these sentiments' can be the cloak 
co-operating with a ·mixed. mutti,tude. Dare to 'be true - for covetousness. 
to yoUr heart-4'ett convictions! -. __. The Lord Jesus Christ, in s,j>eaking of the tithe, never 

II. . THE CHURCH AND MISSIONARY ACTIVITY 
IA Baptist churc'Q is a missionary church! If it is· not 

mis'sionary. in outlook,. it is not fulfilling its function 
ande has sa~y misi·ntel'lpreted: i·ts marching orders. This 
does not ~ean that a Baptist church shou1d be the, prey 
'of every type and kind of missionary society. .If we 
really accept the Bi.bJoical teaching on the nature of the 
church, we will want to .support a ·mi-ssionary program 
which issues in-the establishment of Bible churches. The 

. so-ca~led inter-denominational; undenominational or ,non
denominational type of sO'ciety which does not establish 
New Testament churches will have no appeal if" we would. 
be 8criptural and true to what we profess to believe about 
tlJ-e church. 
'~e wou:Jd ~entur~ ·to say; hOwever, .. that if Baptist 
money were. withdrawn from so'Cieties which send ,out 
missionaries to estaMish non-Baptistic chu.rches, those 
same 'societies would: cease to function or else would be' 
forced to conduct a scriptural program. When we say 

I this we do not intend to suggest tnat these societies have 
; not been blessed :but we do'declare that the 'Lord has in 

store an indescribalble blessing if we wou·ld 'CIo His WOl'k' 
as He has ou,tilined. ./ 

Why does Ba,ptist work lag in Canada 1· ,Gould it he 
_ that many .Baptists send much more to some non-Bap

tistic society doiIJg ,work elsewhere than they do to B'ap
tisUc endeavourS to evangelize ·this lan'd? By no means 
do we discount foreign 'missionary 18!bour; rather let us '. 
encourage real Baptist foreign missionary,. endeavour; 
At the same time, we have a crying responsilbility before 
God right 'here in Canada. The missionary need in Can
'ada pres,ents to aU real Baptists an opportunity to dem
onstrate if they are prepared to 'put in practice what they 
profess to believe. ' '. 

. m. THE CHURCH AND MINISTERIAL 
ASSOOlATIONS T' 

Should an evangelical Baptist belong to' a ministerial 
associatign 1. Let every' pastor choose for himself - be-· 

,,. fore God and His ,revealed Word! For ourselves, we can
not·see that we coui}d conscientiouslY joill such an asso
ciation. The usual niin'isterial group is' composed of 
those who are opposed ,to the historic faith. No eva·n
gelieal minister would consent to belong ,to an association 
of Moslt'.m. sheiks and Jewis,h r8!bbis ,but· the same min
ister would belong tcfa group. of mddel'nists, neo-orthodox 

once condemned it;' 'He did 'condemn those who l'elied 
upon it. or any other e~ternat ordinance as a ground of 
aeceptance with . God. Furthermore, the fact that we 
are under grace and not under the law in no 'way lessens 
our responsi:biIities "but rather increases them. It is 
recordoed that the a'posto1'ic ibelieveJ;'s Wel'e to lay in store 
as .God: had; prospered them. In other words, they were' to 

. exercise proportioMte giving. "Since the tithe, too,. was 
a type of ~oportionate givin'g, are we to/ suppose' that 
in this age of grace, the proportion is ~o be less 1 ' 

Perhaps most of our readers agree with us thus far. 
. Let us then proceed to note that the tithe is to !be de
voted to the work of the Lord. "Amen!" declares our 
reader. Yes, and further, the tithe ,is to ,be directed to 
tne work of the Lord in the local New Testament ·church. 
"No!" says. the indignant reader, "I shan send my gift-
to whatevel' work of the Lo!!d attracts me." . 

" you accept what .the Bible teaches about'the church, 
you have accepted. the proposition that the work of the 
gospel has been entrusted to New'Testament churches. 
'When you 'declare then that. the titlie( should go to the 
work of the Lord, you consent to the fact that it goes 
to the local chul'ch: Let's -be' consistent! - andS'CRIP-· 
TURAL! . 

. " , 
Those other attractive. extra-church organizations that 

;boldlY appeal for an~ obtain thousands upon thousands 
of Canadian, Baptist dollars are no s'l,lbstitutes for the 
local churches.' We have heard Ch·ristians say something 
like this - "Evangelical 'Baptists are so dead and have 
done so Uttle in Canada; 'but Dr. !S6 'and So from the 
'United ,States 'broadcasts on hundreds of Can-adian radio 
stations. He: i-s reolly- do.ing 'something," Is· he?, Who 
told you so? Probablyh.e did or his public ·relations man. 
Whether he',is doing something or not, the ,point is that 
evangelical Baptists are ha:rnpered, in their work because 
some of our Baptist people, who intelllectually accept .the 
scriptural teach'ing on the' chul'ch, are more enamoured· 
with noise than they are with a Biblical program and $0. 
they direct. their tithe to every imaginable venture. 

Let us repeat - ,ii you a'ccept what the Bible teaches 
about the church, you aeeept the proposition that the, 
Vlork of the Lord has 'been entrusted to cer~ain, well
defin-ed locall institutions called churches and· hence your 

tfabours andg'ifts 'should Ibe devoted to that work. Do you' 
accept this imp1ication--of the 'Biblical ·pos'ition or have 
you already stuted to rationalize your way out of it? 

, ~ -
I • 
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, 
V. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER BI'BLE· 

BELIEVING BAPTIST CHURCHES 
Because each 'Baptist church is an autonomous body, 

are we to conclude that each church is to have the mini~ 
mum of fel'lowship and association with oth'er similar 
bodies'? Let us decisively reject such a position for inde
pendimce 'and inter-dependence are closely allied in the 
work of the gospe( '. 

-A lofty isolationism f,rom sister churches is foreign to 
the spirit of the New Testament and is, as weB, detri
mental .to' the 'cause of Christ. 'The seriptural teaching 
on congregationa:l in'dependence cannot be uSj:!d as an 
excuse for la'ck of co-opel'ation with sister churches ,in 
gospel outreach. A true New Testament church will have 
fellowship with aU similar churches and, wil-l not 'hesitate 
to engage' in common enter-pris'es and missionary labour. 
The'''anti-convention'' and "-go it alone" spirit may s~und 
to be bold but it is lac'king in vision. '. 

* * * 

THE SAINT'S VALLEYS 
By Andrew Bonar 

. BUNYAN soplewhere' says, that the days are coming 
when men shall'talk of Antichrist a's matter of his-

,tory, - telling their children how that mystery of in
iquity leavened Ohristendom, how 'it ,prevailed, 'how it 
was destroyed ,by the Lord's coming., Even so, the day!! 
shall come when the saints s,haH sp'eak o:ne to another of 
their past pilg.rimages; and all s'hall have to tell mor.e 
or less of what -they met with as 'they journ~yed,. and 
how the Lord led them,' everyone, through - (l) The 
valley of'Trou,b!.e, Achor, in their awakening; (2) The 
valley of Berachah, or Blessing, when they were 'brought 
to peace through the worx of Christ; (3) The vaHey of 
Weeping, or Baca,at various stages and times; (4) The 

. valley of Esfl,col" where first-fruits, or earnests ,ef.' glory, 
were given them; (5) The valley of confHct with foes, 
when victories were, won for 'Go'd in the valley of 

These are a few random thou&'hts from the Editor's RePhaim; (6) The valley of ~ha'IJeh, or the King's Dale, 
pen and wi:ll serve as an afterthought on his art.icles on :where the Lord met' them, as 'Melchizedek did Abraham 
the churc'h. You may disagree with some of these af- ,returning f~om the slaughter of the 'kings, and blessed 
firmations'and that'is your privilege. We would ask. liim; (7)' The vaHey of Decision, or Jehoshaphat,.,where 
,howeve,r, that the motive for dissent be examined. Did at last they saw, Antichrist, and, Satan, and every foe 
you disagree because Scripture taught otherwise? Or,' overwhelmed' and swept' away, aIJd ibegan thei.r tri~mph 
was Ithe disag,reement caused because. of sentiment and with their Lord and .King. 
ex·pediency? Let's be cQnsistent! -

THE BAPTIST MISSK>N 
The mission of 'Baptists will not be' attained hy apolo': 

gizing to the worlld for our exis,tence, by asking pardon 
of other denominations for differing f.rom them. or by 
begging that we may not !be esteemed as ,bigots. We, 
must become aggressive in 'spirit, positive in the ad
vocacy of our principles. 

J. M. PENDLETON 

(1) ACHOR.---":'T,his is the spot where Achan's· sin 
was ex,posed and punished before all Israel and before 
the Lord, -,the sin that had troubled Israel and Moses; 
the sin that had 'brought woeful" fatal trouble, on himself 
and his house; the sin that could he, dealt with aQght 
only ,by .the stroke of justice, - death, al!d the consuming 
flame. Now, every awakened sinner opens 'his .eyes some 
morning to find himself-an Achan! Every awa:kened ~oul 
is taught by the Sp.irit somewhat of sin, an'd his own sin, 
and i's made to cry 'Amer.' to the judgment of God that 
dooms 'the sinner to death and hell (Josh. 7:26: Hos. 

" 2~15).' 

NEW MILLION DOLLAR CANADIAN HEAD· AU do D'ot linger long in the valley, though some db. 
QU~RTERS FOR ".JEHOVAH WITNESSES" There ,are those, indeed, who seem to get their most 

The sect, known as the "Jehovah Witnesses", has opened memorable view of it after having got clear of it; they 
a la'rge 'Canadian headquarterS'in North York, a Toronto are made to look back and learn its lessons. But others 
suburb. For some years now, this group has heen active pass slowly through, burdened with the sig!tt. an'd sense 
in ·t·he work of spreading their false teaching in the of sin, and guilt, and wrath. 
dominion; apparently they have made sufficient pro- _ One thing is sure: all of them do' lea,rn the -lesson 
gress to merit the erection of a million dollar headquar-' taught in Achor, viz. that sin 'is exceeding sinful, and 

• ters on one of tlie main a-r-terial highways in'to Toronto. deserves the eternal wrath and curse of the Holy 'One, 
The new Ibuilding is well .. eqquipped, containing a. pri-nt- whether it he sin in the heart, 'or sin in the life, or 'Sin 

ing plant, storage room for t-he sect's literature and the on th~ tongue, or sin in the forom of omissioq, or sin in 
national administrative offices. In addition there are the openness of -positive transgression; sin against la,w, 
'dormitories for the workers who are in charge of the or sin against love. It is always a gloomy valley; the 
Canadian branch. /' cloud,s that 'hide the sun are ever over it. _ 

IChristians will note with dismay the opening of thelle 
'headquarters, for 'now the sect ha~ a 'Canadian centre of 
operations from which their literature will flood the 
~and. This is surely cause for renewed activity on the 
Pa.rt of evangelical Baptists. 

RE'SPECT ABLE RELIGION 
'There are' congregations thai have got the stamp !If 

'worldliness so 'deep upon them that the men who want 
. to be burdened with 'its little religion as may :be respect
able will find themse1ves at 'home there. 

. -ALEXANDER MACLAREN' 

\ 

II.-BERACHAH . ....,;The LOrd delights, in due time, to 
lead his own to a more 'pleasant place, where they find 
favour, an'd peace, and joy. He leads them to, see the 
Suibstitute,' Jesus, "made a curse for us" (IGat 3 :13), 
that the "blesBing" might come upon us. And thus they 
enter the valley of Blessing.' 

IThe history of ,King Jehos-haphetfurnishes a .beautiful 
type of the way in which the sinner ibecomes 'possess'ed 
of all the Ible!s-ings of redemption. In the valley, eyer 
afterwards ca~led Beraehah, that king led on his army 
to gathet the s-poil, of foes, ·and "they were three days in 
gathering it, 'it was so much" (2 Chron. 20:25). ,.Their 

->. 
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part- in the matter was· si~ply to iook 'on .and "'believe' dom, and .tb.~ King," with \·the multitude. of. the 'saved -
'in' the Loxd" (2: ICliron. 20 :20); an'd< so they s!lw Him· the happy, holy company of the ll"edeemed. . -- . . 
work salvation 'by his own arm. ThElY fou~!I' the wfjrk . 'M-a-ny s~chi earn~sts' do the' s~ints find·--,. Eshcol-g1'apes 
done to their' hand; they gathere'd immens'e riches', {and. iIdhe desert. 1t is thus that hope is 'nour,ished arid hope . 

. 'returned up the valley homewards, '''blessing the Lord','. 'is one'of the,sou'l's eagle-wings. \ . . ... :. " 

.. It is thus·with the beIieving ~!ll . F~aring, i: ~ets it-.· 'v. "REPHAIM'7""AI1 s~ints do. s9me' wo!k for their God, 
sellf t9' ~e~k the ~rd'; and the Lord sends the tIdmgs of, and. fight some 'battles. It was thus "with Davin when 
his salvatIon,callI-ng on the soul to come and see. And seated on the throne' he was led forth to ·repel invading 
lot 'it is done! Another; in<our n~~ and; for our sak~,' PhiUs·tines in' the' wile,y' of Repha,im, ·between Jerusalem 
has 'gone-iorth, has obeyed the law! ha~ borne the Iburden, arid 'Bethilehem,' Twice 'was he 'ca1led to this conflict 'in 

,has given.t<.' I~d:what"we, I~y ~ur.si~~,. took ayva!; ~nd ·the ·same.spot (2 IS~rtJ.;.5·:19-25); 'both times he' won the· 
our part· IS simply to bless. the Lord· that thl~. I'S done victGry' but the circumstances were not aHke on the two. 
-to "bless th'e Lord," and say "Amen". to 'it aliI! to take occasio~s. I On the one occas'ioii. he asked the Lord; arid.' 
it. as OUf own, gath~r:ing the spoil ,;Whic~ a.nother has the Lord' said, ",Go up,'~ .. ,at onc~. On t:he next. occasion, 
won fGr us, and so to~bles's· the Lord, and· go homeward! lie asked the Lord' and the Lord said "Thou shalt not 
HappyvaIley!'bp'pysouI! .' .' go lip," :but instead·/he must go round'!bY·th~ mulberry: 

This ·is· the ·stage 'of ~'joy and pe-a<£iri.·believing" (Rom .. 'Arees, and w.ait quietlY' WI ·he hea·rd "the sound of a ' 
115':'1'3). -Not:by what· we have done or fe'l.t: riot by pray- , goin!dn. the top of the mu~berry-trees." 'The impatient . 
ers nor !by tears:· ibut -by dis·covering what th~ Lord Jesus" warrior-.baiId obeyed;. and at "last . the appointed signa1... 
has· done, we are blessed.· . T·ne cloud' that overhung' ou·t . caine, and· they" rus'hed· on and conquered. . 0 '. 

path is gone;' tbE( s·~ri 'ha~ ·burst'·fo~th. ·The valley o.f. 'Memor8Jble confHcts for' the .church of G:od! They teac~ 
Berachah is the ,place for songs'; ey~ry song a recognI- . us to-e~peCt 'foes just Wheri all'seems ·peace .. T·hey teach 
tion' of the Lord's ·gracious· acts accomplished for them, that 'Satan wm try to .... find- \us. off 'our' ·guard after a' 

. . , . . . .... ' . . , . fonner victory. They teach us to ,move . not one step till. 
· III.. 'BACA,-Qod-'s saved ones g:o on thel·r· way,. never we have ~coilliitlterd the .Lord.. They te'ach ·us ,to consult 
forgetting Berachah; but, n~~ertheless,· they ha,:e r::any the ~ord ~new, as every occasion 'cQIlles, and Ilot to tr~st 
sorrpws. They oft trayers~ the .vall~y of Weepmg ,o~ to.old dir~tion and old answers to prayer, Yes, .Rephatm 
~aca ('Ps, 84 :'6). Care, trIal, pam, ~Ickness. cause t~em (the "valley of Giants'", aIld, g.igantic men of old) teaches 
to \yeep. ·F.riends· and foes, corr.u.ptIon and. temptat~on, us that, thought at one time the Lord .may bid us 'at once 
the church and; the' 'Yorf1d,- furnIsh from tIme to tIme go forward; He may at another say, "Sit stiU. a wbijle;" 
causes of sadness, . be patient; .• be neither tOQ late nor to~ soon. 

How then, ~o they pass. through thi.s vaUey? V ery II}u~h' ,~ , . . ',.'. :'. :. _ 
by rememibermg tb,e spoIl gathered m Berachah: Thel·r ' .. God wa~ts ~o bless. us. day. ~yday: . ;, 
tears' send them ever ;back to Him who 'has removed the But we must trust HI·m for the time and, way./ 
cu.rse; and He turns·'their sor·rows i·rita holy blessing .. There is' nothiiig ,for 'it ·but·a continual leaning on the 

. Baca becomes a well of life to them: "'Lord, by the!le Lori! for guid'ance, while we use his word and examine. his 
.•. ' 'things m~n live" (Isa. 38: 16.). __ An old poet has, sung of '.providences. . . . 
. /i the matter in these strains: . .... .. . . .• .; 

. ..".. .'- ~'''?". VI. 'SHAVAH, or the KING'S' :DALE.-It was here, that-
• Seemed not ,thy spou~e unkmd to see .thee weep. . (Gen. xiv. 7) .A!brahani· was met by M elchizedek, 'who ' 

When one" saia· to a friend who had ~ost a son, "God .refreshed 'him apd his army wi.th· !bread . and. wine so·' 
gave you his own Son, ere,He took yours frGm you," that seasonably and sudd'enly, after. the ,battle against the five 
wa,s a we]:J dug in· Baca, 'When another. sa'id to a godly ·kings. He 'whose name means "King o{ Righteousness", 
widow, 'who ha'd newly gazed Gn her husba!,1d dead, and and who was' at the same time-"Prince of Peace", thus' 
'who' ~said', ''1 have lost my hUS!Qand !." "You forget, that kindly flioitght upon fai.thfu~ .A.brap.am and his worn-out \ 
vouhad a Hu'S'band' before you h'ad him," it was a well . company· on thei.r way homeward, :See! they. sit to
in .Baca. The "Man of !«>rrows" meets the weeper here'· gether o~ yonder grassy plot; watered by Ked,ron, and . 
with his most tender sympathy. shaded by .. the Mount Of·Olives. Emblem of such scenes." . 

) as occur st!lI. among God's ~brahams! - .wh~n t!ley meet 
together, thMr ~ing in the midst, enjoying sw!'!et· fellow
ship in ordinances, or 'yet more specially when. they sit 
at the LGrd's tBiMe, .and rea.Hze there the future' days of 

. IV.-EsHCOL.-To cheer on' I!lrael -in the desert'; .the 
· Lord; caused the s·pies to be sent into the Promised Land; 
an'd an i~mense clu~ter of the richest grapes, with 'f,igs 
and pomegranates, was brought to them . as' an earnest 
of what they· were yet· to possess (Num. 13: 23). . This 
earnest was ,from thE' vaFley of Es·chcoI. 
. The Lord "knows our f.ra·me:'. He does not forget' to 
dry up tea.rs·,'and to brighten ·hope by specia'~ joys arising 
from the glimpses of. glory which "He sends.. The HO.Iy 
'Spirit himself is .the true "eal!l.].est of the -inher,ita·nce, 
ilritil the redemption of the purchased' possession" (,Eph. 
1 :014). The Spirit gives sa-mples of the "joy of the Lord", 
"the new song," "the love 'of ·God,". "the peace that pass-

· ethunderstanding"; and, Iby' the light which .He casts on 
'the pr!)phetic pa-ge, br.ings near to us the pea·rl,gates of 
Tiew Jerusalem, the jasper walls, the golden streets, Its 
well' as the "no night there,'" "the throne .ofqod and of 

· the Lamb," "the river of'the water of life," "the king-

rest. when the feast of fat things has come. • 
. "r, I 

VIIi. JEHOSHAPHAT.-The prophet Joel has showlJ us 
this vaHey, '~the vall~y of Decision", or, of "the judgment 
of Jehovah!" Here the summons goes 'foJ'lth.: "Let the 
nations be wakened, and conie ~p to the 'lJ(£lley of 
Jehoshaphat" (Joel 3:12). "Put in .the 'sickle;" "there 
wiJll I sit to judge.", . 
, What a day! His s'aints shaU he'with Him .there, when 
He comes to judge; but to them it shall 'be no time of 
fear, for "the Lord shall be the -hope of his people; and 
ye shall know that I !lm' the Lord your God dvie1Iing in 
Zion, my holy plountain" (Joe1 3 :·16, 17). 

Happy, happy they.! fol' it i.s ,a day that eri'~s the sin- . 
ner's rebe'l.lion; it is. the day that decides the controversy 
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'in ,favour of ,God. "Multitudes, ,multitudes in tbe valley 
of Decision" ('Joel 3:14); an~ here the propbet repeats 
it: "The day of the Lord is· near in the 'Valley 0/ D'ecision." 
. In prospect of tllat day, shall a man remaiJ;l undecided 

stUn Do you hope to escape - pera'liventure to be over
looked amid those "multitudes, multitudes?" No, it can
not -be; you shall not evade notice. T·he eye of Him, who 
"made all things for himself" shall fix upon you; fQr He 
knows how to glorify' His justice in you on that day of 
evil He will require you to come forth; He will insist 
on your abi4'ing' ,by ,the choic.e you mJide when your 
ulI/belief said, "Away with Christ; away with grace' away 
.with the blood of Christ, away with the dbedience of 
Ch{"ist! away.with the righteousness of Christ,"-This is 

the valley of Deci8ion,·the valley' of "Jehoshaphat," the 
"Lord's Judgment". . 

Up f~om this valley th'~ saints go in'triuI1lphant pro
cession to. the city of, the"iGreat King, ·They, bave p!,!ssed 
tbrough all the val~eys at last -: Achor, and Berachah, 
a·nd Baca, and Eshcol, and Rephaim, and 'Shliveh, and 
now, last of all, Jehoshaphat. They' have come to their 
rest in the promised- Kingdo:m. " 

All the ,rivers run into the sea, 'and there they help to 
sWell the vast volume of" ocean's waters: and' even ·so 
shall all the wanderings of saints' end in the one ble'ssed . 
home, where ·the memdries of tbe past' shall aii contribute 
to the never El,nding variety. and. freshness··of t.hl!"ineffable 
'bliss, ' 

Th'e \ inspired Estimate of' O~.thodox:y·· 
. I 

By Principal D.' A. McGregor "'. 

The address which appears 'below ~as delivered in '1878' by Principal D. A. 

McGregOr of Toronto ~aptist College (later McMaster Un.iv:ersity). We reprint 
. I .' 

it becawe of .its relevancy in this day and to illustrate the fact t~at evangelical 

Baptists today stand upon t~e. same truths which were 'dear to Pri~~~pa.1 
McGregor, Senator Mcl}iaster and early Baptist ~orthies. ' 

A LOW human estimate of 'orthodoxy is the present nirte doctrines. He hears with h'i,m the credentials which 
. curse of Ohristendom. Every department of ·re- attest his ..:d"ivine authority. While 'he repea·ts and en

Ugiou-s ·thought and feeling is marked by a 'caz:elllssness forces the lessons he w«;lUld impart, yet lie· a'bides so 
of theological belief. The loose-reined speculation, now clos~ly by the letter of the Father~s commandment, that 
so .prevalenrt in reference to fundamental doctrines, would in closing his ear.thly ministry he can -say: '1 ,have given 
fina Ii -mu.ch narrower -limit, if there ,were a higher rever- unrto .them the v~.ry words whicp. thou hast given me. 
ence for truth. 'Dou'bt may, for 'a time, take possession T·hough his presence is dearer than'-li'fe to his ·people, he 
of the sincerest mind" but while it remained dou,bt,_ it teUs lfu.em t,hat there "is an end to 'be gained by his d'e-" 

- would never b~ flung Ibroad-cast u'pon· the world by any- parture, which makes it ·better for ;tbem ·that he. sh'Ould 
one 'who had' any 1ust appreciation of sound doctrine. go a:way. The end in view i-s, that, b),: a'nother' course. of 
WhHe there is ,real earnemness "for human salv·ation in teaching, they may be led into all the truth .. He proves 
the great evangeIis'tic, movement of ,the present day, there. 'his el'!timate of ,M's" doctrine, in that ·he dies a martyr t<t 
is yet. an utter recklessness of correct 'belief. How many , 'the'" truths he procl~imed. As he is aJbout to seal his" 
are ready to praise the Ji.berality of'hilP who,cim say, "If testimony with his -blood, he.-1;hus emphat.icaUi aeclares 
you are only 'converted I care not whaf;r churC'h you join." the greart ,purrpose of his mis'sion': "To: .this' end was I 
yet those wno 'are pleased with' this sentiment know full born, and for ;this cause came I into .the world, that I 
well. that th~'fundamental doctrines ··held ·by one de- should Ibea·r witness .to the. truth.'" Another Person of 

. nomination ·.are flatly denied· Ibyanother, and that there- 'the div'ine trinity is now cOlDmissioned, to carry"oJ)' the 
fo're the'beliefs o'f Ib'oth cannot be ,tru'e. T·he human esti· work 'begun. He is to lead his followers, not 'so much into 
mate of uncorrupted doctrine is so low, that utter in- new fields of thought, a,s to· bring to' their remembrance, 
difference as to .;h'ether men !,!old truth or' error is . an'ii unfold to th~m, the truths already. delivered. To 
accounted a perfection of Ohristian Hfe. How many iook guard against any possibility of change or loss, ,he gives 
'with careless eye upon the rending' of. ,the seamless robe a written recorlq for all ·time.. In this. work he makes 
of truth, into what are called its essential and. non-essen- cho'i~e of the human m·ind. as Ii med·ium, 'So ,that truth 
tial parts' How many a·re ready toind-ulge ina sweet. ·i.mpar;ted through, the ordInary channels of communica
self-complacency; ,because they can find it in themselves tion may Ibe understood by all. He -makes use .of various, 
to sacrifice their sincerest conviction'S', upon the altar of _minds, so that, ,by everY,style of thou'ght;· m en' may appre-: 
a falsely-named 'Christian charity' Let us turn from hend more closely hi·s meaning. He so guides each chosen 
such ,grovelling valuation of cor·rect belief 'and view the writer, by hi'S own immediate influence, as to secu're' an 
Inspired Estimate of Orthodoxy. . ".' unerring testimony· to h'is people, and then-. pled-ges" h'is 

We read this estimate in the care taken to impart COl'-' presence to'tbem forever,:to guide them into all ·the truth 
rect doctrina-I knowledge. For ·thousands of 'yea-rs the revealed .. This wond·rous ·course Of in.Structhm; under
world wa's' undergoing a course of preparation for the taken in order that men might know the truth, reveals 
reception of the :trutb: Lan'gua'ge was broughi to its high- the inspired estimate of a cor·reet knowled:ge _o'f' divine 
est degree of perfection, that it mi'ght ,be 'a vehicle fit things. . 
for such a ·communic~tion. Then 'the great Instructor T'he high value attached, ·by the ·diVine mind, to orrtho
appears upon .the scene, commis~ioned to teach men.defi-,:. doxy is 'Seen in",the ,means employed to perpetuate its' 
\ ' . 
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existence. 'l;he church is made the ·p'iHar and ground of . Apart from ·sound doctrine; 'there ca·n tbe no God--
truth in the world. ·Her glorious work is to preserve and accepted service in life. Thi'S is not saoy.ing that a per
extend the knowledge of the truth. -For this purpose the fect ~knowledge of 'all revealed tru,th.;is necessar.y to any 
gifts of the 'Spirit are' lavished upon h·er. 'f,here a·re ·single act of Ohristi-an worship, hut that .the sphe·re 'of 
.given unto 'her apostles, prop'hets, evangel'ist'S, pastQrs 'and acceptable service is Uniited to that of apprehended truth. 
teachers, that. t'hus edified, sh~ may 'bestrop-g' "in the If the dbject of our worsh'i,p !be not the God of the mble, 
unity of the. faith", unmoved iby the shlfting Winds of but 'merely our mistaken not~ns of deity, then we bow 
.false doctrine. Those who have embraced the truth are down to a ,god of our creation. The OIbje'Ct is fal'Se, an,d 
commanded to 'hold it fast, 'to keep it pure, to receive the homage rendered" however sincere and, co·rrect in 
from .neither man nor angel any contrary teaching. They itsel'f, is nothing but idolatry: If, having a. t~ue 'kI!0wl
are bi~den to part with all th'ings el'Se, if need be, 'for its edoge of God·, we· ad9pt o~her furms of worship than those 
·sake. 'bu1. on no c(!ndition to .part with the truth': to die. which he boa·s enjoined, then the service is .false, ·and 

. for 'it ra·ther than renounce it. 'He who thus commits the however devoutly offered, can be noth'ing but an "abom
.sacred trust to ·his people's keeping declares his excel- ination. The human esti-mate of orthodoxy. may' ,be 'so 
'lence, in that he has given to it immutability. No other low, that men may .think Ji.gbotIy of :having violated the 
system shall 'supercede 'the for.m of doctrine deHvered.. perfection of t·he divi-ne ·ar.rangement; 'but God says, "In 
No change shaH be wrought in' it.T·he most solemn vain do they worsh'i-p me, teach'ing foJ.: doctrines the com-
threatenings are recorded against any who would d'are mandments of ·men."· _ 
to bike from. or add to, its divine ,perfection. That the . .orthodoxy is given as the on]y:&ond of Christian union. 
world may know the exceed-ing ,pre.ciousness of the doc- The attempt to effect harmony in the Christian world on 
tr'ines which Christ ha's tao.'ght,he contrasts them with any other basis, either by a compromise with error, or 
all crea·ted things. and ,s'hows their pre-eminent value, .by a ·suppression of princip]e,is ·an unhallowed' experi
~n that he accords to them 'a]'One perpetual existence. meIl~, altpgether foreign to the ,truth-loving 'Spirit- of the 
"Heaven and ea·rth shall pass away, but my words· shaH Gospel. Truth and error can never be made one.' Such 
not pass away." - ' unholy wedlock of what God hath not joined together 

The. -i~'spired estimate o'f orthodoxy is .seen - 'in ihe is not ·Christian union. It, is 'faloSe in name: and false in 
position assigned to it, ,in t1'te scheme of redemption. All prinC'ip]e. Tille fellowshipof saWts ·is ·a 'feHpws:hi-p of 
the vi,ta] interests' of the 'Christian religitm are secured heart, in' truth,. notl a sinful reticence of belief. !It is-not 

·by concealing di'fferences, 'but, by cominog to the truth, 
to man on no other condition. 'S'alvati'On is dependent" that the church i'S to gain her rea] coneord. Departure 
upon. and ef.fected' through. 'belief of the truth. 'One of from the truth is' the cause of al] the schiSmI;J in Ch-risten
the degenerate tendencies of the age, arising, hi part, 
out of a misapprehension of the source of .power'in ,the dom. A retui"n to the uncorru,pted fa·ith can ibe the only 
present ~vanogeliclll movement. is to .accept tne' fervid cure. He, who stead·fastly opposes error, and fa'ith'fully 

d'eClares all -the fru,th, may be Ibranded a·s na·rrow and 'Sec
utterances of fa']se d'Octl'i·ne. as a ,means lhrough whIch taMan, .'but he is reo aHy th'e true champion of Christian 
conversion may 'be wrought. as 'if human earnestness 
r.ould l'Iccomnlish the work of the living word. Let the un'ion. The d:ivided Church of ,God cannot be one till ,it 
Church of God cease to dishonour the trutli". :Sincerity finds completeness "in the uni,ty of faith". 'In the fact 
is not orthodoxy. Tf sincere belief w, ere an ~quiva]ent for' -tha't salvation, sanetif·ication, all acceptable service,· and 

all real Christian union. a·re conditioned, for ·aU time and 
correct doctrine. ·t'!'t~n mhz-lit 'the very devotees of heath- for al1peop]e, upon beUef of the truth, we read once mor~ 
enism' ascend in the char'iots of salvation, even to the, the high 'importance ·attached to orthodoxy, by Him whoS'e 
throne of God. Earnestness has no efficacy in itself. estimate is 'infamble . 

. Gospel 'doctrine is the only means of gospel' 'bles'!l'ing.~ The corroborative testimony to 'thi.s w.riUen estimate 
Error ~ay ?e a fac~or in man's oreed. oot it can he no' is given, by the 'Spirit, in the whole history o'f·the church. 
factor l!l hIS' .sa·]vat.lon. Th.e tr.uth., ,the .tr?th only, t~e Tru~lJ. believed and proclaimed is that alone ~y which the 
truth rIghtly a·pprehended lil that by whIch a sou] IS d'ivine conquests .are effected. -None 'Other thafiil the living 
saved. . <blade is acknow]ed,ged by the hand of -Him whose might.. 

'In the work of sanctIfication tnp. samp. instrumentality ·alone can 'give success. The sword, of the·Spi·ri·t is the 
'is used. ~t is bv ,the ~lear JiJl:ht cif truth that the great . word of God. How he proves the 'power of this weapon' 
art'ist photoJl:ranhs the divine image unon the soul. It i·s thrOUlg.h all time! A few fioshermen are called from their 
'by the power of Christiandoctri-ne. operatinJl: upon the nets, and, by the simple declaration of the truth, tney 
:heart. that we 'have the ·result of Ghristian character and' shake the w:orld as ·conqueror never shook ,it before.' 
Hfe. Men mav !lav. "Ii mak-p.!I littl" difference what .man WhHe th~t truthJs held uncorru.pted the church advances, 
beJ'ieves provIding he ']'ives' right." Such einP'ty.pnilos·opny nor can the combined opposition of all ·her foes ·retard 
amounts to no more than this. "that. ,tnere is no necessity her progress. 'But when once -the standa·rds of orthodoxy 
for a cause. so lonl!' as we have ::In effect. Thponlv··poss:i-are 'faUen,' she 'sinks, neverthelesS, into the darkness of 
'hili-tv: 'of rilrht life ill throlll!'h 'belief of ·-the truth. That the middle ages. Once .more·'the Reformers lay firm hold 
man may be ".perplexed- in raith.- but pu·re in deed·s" is u'pon the great d'Octrines of the Gospel. The sameac-

. it lItateJIli!nt wh'ich receives little sanction from divine counts which first. shook the world are'heard again. They 
"uthority. 'The fruit of 'perfect leeds. is not a growth are the ve.ry trumpet-blast of 'heaven, sum:m(mi·ng divine· 
from douhtful principles. "Ei~her' ma'ke the tree good· 'mi'ght -to the confUct. The ·Spi.rit acknowledges the truth 
and his 'frui-t l!'Ood. or e]l'!e make the tree corrupt and his and the world' trembles before his' nower. Through all 
fruit r.orrunt." The faith whicl1 'Purifies the heart 'i~ 'Suibsequent time the same 'invarioaJble testimony i·s given. 

'not 'that which rests on 'false ·assumption's. not even that Every awakening of 'Christi-an' life and- thoug·ht that 
wh'ich dwelIs in ''honest doubt". but :that which \ draws marks the centur'ies, every. conquest that the ch,urch has' 
its life from the uncorrupted spring. The !lanctifica'tion effected in the world, has 'been accomplished ·through the. 
or'the Spi.r'it 'is through belief of the truth. truth. Lest such i"esults shouId be attrilbut.ed to mere/ 
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- , , 
human power; lofty genius is pellmLtted to ex~aU'st itself effort of infinite skill ~ It is not a small thing, that men 
in ·fruitless effort, while attempting reformati!)n by "en- should apply the 'distorting ·rack .of a biased mind to 
ticing words of man's wisdom." . Then the divine Spirit the ,faultless form of truth, and ma·r its God-given ,beauty. 
compels acknowled'gment of tl}~ superiority of gospel It is not a thing of l'ittle moment, that 'men should fail 
doc·trine, in that he sends it fortli dependent on no ex- to embrace any par,t of truth, or, by ·speci'Ou~ argument, 
cellency of s~ech, to revolutionize the world. : .. 0 . lead others from it. When the divine Instructor pro-

While the WOlltit of orthodoxy is thus clearly atte;ted, pounded the laws of the kingdom ,he was a'bout to estaib-
lish, he said, that he who would break one of the -least 

what more execrable daring, than that the professed am- of his command~, and teach men' to do -S'O, should !be 
bassador from God to men should tone down the mes'sage 
kau'ght with life and death, lest it mi,g' ht grate t'Oo least in his kingdom; but that he who. obeyed and ,taught 

his commands, should rbe accounted gre~t. While this 
harshly upon the ears ana hearts of those" to whom it is simple condition of divine approval and preferment is 
delivered? Whoatmore 'sinful presumption than to ven- thult plainly declared, by Him who is king :in Zion, if 
ture change in any department of .Jehov·ah's plan? Ye we prize the honor which cometh from above, -let us 
whO' are musicians, what think ye of ;the mere juvenile strive to win it, !by hold'ing fast, and holding forth, ,the 
perfol'mer who would throw in his own variations, whHe truth as it is 'in Jesus. Let us scorn the attempt to 
attempting to render the sul})lime&t strains of Handel 'Or attract human attention ,by mere novelty of-thought. Let 
Mozart? Ye who are painters, wl)at think ye of. the raw - it ,be ours t'O proclaim ."the truth, the whole truth ahd 
beginner who would daub the fin'ished· works 'of Raphael nothing ·but the truth." Let it !be. our high ambiti'On, as' 
into his own ideas ofperf~ction? Ye w~o are ·Christians, it ·is our hi,ghes~ honor, to hold t~intless ~nd intact t'he 
what think ye of the finite creature that would 'dare to doctrines coimmitte1i to our tru05t; to contend ,earnestly 
work'Ms own ideas of improvement upon the crownIng for the fa'ith delivered once for all. . 

THE 'HEAVENLY F'IRE 
By C. H. Spurgeon 

) . ~'. 

It was recently ~r good fortune to 'procure a book c(mtaining the conference 
addresses of C. H. Spurgeon. E~h address was a feast of the. first order. One 
was especially memiwable, it .was entitled, "Light. fire. Fdith. Life. Love". 
The ar.ticle below is but one section of that utterance. 

I PLEAD with you that you gather· and use in your 
ministry much heavenly fire: UpOn this subject, you 

will perhaps 'expect me to speak guardedly; .for you have 
seen the mischief of wild fire; and the perils of strange 
,fire, and possibly you. are anxious tii"' know what I th:ink 
of a ·certain "army" which abounds in fire, and -blazes 
away most marvelqously. I shall express no opinion, ex
cept that l!,one !)f the supposed evils ~f fire are eq·~al to 
those of lukewar.mness. Even fa,naticis-m is t6be pre
ferred to indifference. I ha'd sooner risk the dangers of 
a -tornado ·of religious eXcitement thalll see the ai,r ·grow 
·stagnant with a dead ,formality. It is far ,better for 
people to be too 'hot than.to·,be lukewar.m. "I would thou 
wert cold or' hot" is Christ's word stiU, and it applies to 
preachers as well as to others. When a man is freezingly 
cold in the things of Christ, we know where he is; and 
Ilf another is ·red-hQt, or even ~t a .white 'hea.t, 'and is 
thou.ght to be too enthusiastic, we .'know where he is; 
!but when a ministei' 'preaches in such a way that, at the 
close of -h:is sermon, you say, "This is neither cold nor 
hot," you go away. feeling that you have had' enough, o.r 
even too much of it. There was nothing to excite you; . 
you could almost wish to have been made angry rather 
than to 'have been qulled by such discoursing. A luke-
warm sermon sickens every bealth'y mind. I 

Nor is this evil to be found in the pulpit ·alone. I should 
gravely question whether, if an angel were to take a 
t'hennometer, and go' round the diss~nting churches -in 
London, he would 'not find a large ·proportion of them 
certainly not cdld, most deci~edly not .hot, bllt between 

the two. How is it with you, dear 'brothet? Do you say. \ 
"Well, I am not t'he warmest of all, but then I am .not 
the coldest of all"? Then I have a suspicion as to your 
temperature; but I leave the matter to your own judg
ment, only :r:emarking that I have never yet met with 
.fire that is modc-rate'ly hot. 'Should_~ny of you disco~er 
such an article, you will 'be~ise to patent it, for it might 
be of ·service in many way-so The fire with which I 'have 
been acquainted has Ibeen such that I have never given, 
it my hand without remembering its wa·rm embrace. Fire 
has never yet learned moderation .. I am told that it ill 
wrong to go to extreme's, and upon that ground fire is 
certainly' guilty; for it is no't onqy intensely hot,. -but it 
has a tendency to consume and destroy without limit. 
When it once commence>d with this citY,in the olden time, 
it left little of it ,but ashes;' there was no keeping itt 
within !bounds. :May God grant us grace to go to extremes 
!jn His service! . May we be ffUed with an unrestrainahle 
zeaq for His glory! May th'eo::hord answer us by fi.re, and 
may that fire fall ·first on the ministers, and then upon 
the people! We ask for the true Pentecostal flame, and 
not for sparks kindled by human passion. A live coal 
f.rom off the altar is our need, and nothing can supply 
its place; but thjs we must have, o.r our ministry will he 
in vain. . . . . 

IBrethren, we must, first of all" take. <;are that we nave 
the fire burning in O'Wl' own souls.· I am happy to know 
that there are very few, 'if any, among you who are 
utterly 'CQld; for you go to, be warmed ,inlto earnestness ,if ' 
we set albout it aright. It is very hard to warm a stone. , 
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You may',clothe a man in !blanket~ rilltil he is fairly ~ann,' our, emulation of others, or the excitement· of attending 
because there is l!fe in hi'm; but you ,cannot heat a stone meetings. Let the terrible example of Nadab and A>bihu 

-in that fashion. Life always begets a measure of wa.rmth, for ever put ·away str~nge fire from our ·censers. Burn 
and the possilbility of more ; and as' y.0u have life, there because you have been in ~olemn ,fellowship with the Lord 
is within you the ·ca·pacityfo'r heat. 'S~me preachers are our God. . 
of :such a .cold natu.re that rio. ;known means CoUld warm· Recollect ~lso, that the. fire .JJhich you and I need will 
them. consume°tis if we truly possess it. . "Spare yo·u·rs~lf," may 

The' attem·pt to find heat in some men's 'sermons re- lbe whispered !by friends; Jbut it.:will not 'be heeded when 
~~nds 'me of Aesop's fable onthe.~pes ,and 1lbeglow- this fire is :tiurning. We have given ourse1v.es up to the 

. worm .. l'he apes f()und'a glowworm shining on the bank,' work of ,God, and' we cannot. ·go Iback. 'We ,desire to 'be. 
and straightwav gathered round it to warm themselves .whiOO.e 'burnt offerings 'and complete sacrifices !flo, God, 'and 
They 'placed . sticks over'it, and tried to make a fire; :but we dare not shun the altar: '~Except a corn of wheat 
it d'id· not burn. It was a ve·ry .pretty thing, and looked . fan into the ,ground and die, ~t abideth alone: but if it \. 
like flame; but they couId not war·mtheir cold hands with die, it bringeth -forth much .frui~." We can .only pro:duce 
its· cold ~ight. I.ISO have i known· ministers, whose light life ,in others iby-.. :t,he wear-' and . tear of our own being. 
· was .destit~te .of heat; and, ~onsequently, the poor ~ticks . TMs is a natural and spiritual ~aw, - that fruit C8:n 
around them have n~er kindled .into a flame, nor nave' only come of the. seed by its .spending and Ibeing .. s·pent 

. frozen he'art~ been melted· iby thei.r, i'g.fluenee. ' ,. even to !lelf-exhaustion. ' 
, It' is dr~a«!!ul work 'to '~i~teri t~ a sermon, and feei ~a)i) , ~hy are m~ny~rn~.st 'm,inist~;s wo'rIi a~l{~ w;ary till 
the ,,:hiI~ .as if you . were' sitting out)n a sqowstorm, or ?eart an~ '~ram gIve waY?}'h~y 'would· :be. of lIttle ~se ~ .' 
d~~ll'lng .10 a' house of ice, clear but. cold,' orderly Ibut If ltJhey did nrot ru~ soqch 8: t'lsk .. All men" w~ are ~m!ln~, _ 
kI~hng. You'. have said to yotirElelf, "That was ~. ,w.ell- . en~ly useful"are mad.e·~o feel theIr weakness 11} ~ supr~m~ 
divid'~ and well~planned.sermon, but I cannot make out d~gr~e .. Can th~,.Splr~t of God, eveI,l.the Infim~e.:Delty, 

. 'what.was the ·matter with it;'" theseeret being that there' rIde m-such fr~Il ch~l'lots as. these,. 'YlthOU~ ~traI!lm&: t~e 
, was the wood; 'but no ,fire to kindle it. A great sermon a~e, ~nd -makmg -t?e whole.'machI-n~. to 'quIver, as If It 

w~thouthea.rt in it rem'inds one ... of those huge furnaces would ,be utt~rJY dlss,?l,:ed beneath. Its sacre4' ~u~den? 
", ~ in- 'Wales, which have ',been permitted' to' go ·o.ut; tney When God, VIS?tS us Wi,th sou,l-savmg power, .1.1 IS as, 
. are Ii pitif\ll.sight. We prefer-a sermon in ~hich,..there tholl:g~ devou.rl?g flame came forth from :H~aven, and 

may Ibe no vast talent, and no' great depth 'of thought. made Its abode 10 our !bos~ms'; and· where tlus IS, the case, 
but what there '1~ .has come. fresh from the cl'ucible and' the~e may w,ell'be a. m~b~g away of all str~ngth. Yet 

. Hke -mol~n' tne'tal, 'bU,rns ,iots. :way. I' once knew ~ lad let :It 'be so: we humbly ~nYIte·the ~acred b~rmngs. Herod 
· who, when he used to go home' from the smithy where' was eaten of. worms, '~emg cursed. of .<;tod; ibut to Ibe con
he worked, was roug~ly handlea by the hoys' of the vi'k, . su.m.ed· hy 'God fot: HIS OW!! . servIce, IS to be blessed to 
lage, till. his master·su~gested. to him a.plan of defence,' .~he 'fu~L W~ have.a ~hOlce 1>etween these tW?, to. 'be .. 
which was wond'er.fully efficacious~ He took Ii rod of eaten up hy our.c~r;~ptIQns, or. by ,th~ zeal of God shouse. 
il'on, .and just before he s,t~rfeq to: go hO.me, he .Mew up ~t ..needs no h.eS'ita~Ion; the ~hOlce of every man a~o~g u.s 
the ·flre, and, mage ,t'he i~on hot. When the. boys came . IS . to .be .wh~U~, thEl, Lol'd s'. - ard~ntly:, .. P!lss.1onately, 

" , round', :!lim, he- w~!ned tliellJ, not' to touch his stick;' and vehemently ~~e~ Lord s. serv~~ts,. let. the, !>IVI~~ fervour .. 
,. '. 'aft~r once. feeli.ng· it, , they,'obeyed- : ~he admonition, and' co~t us what It ~ay. of !bram,an.d he!lrt, '~nd ~Ife.. O~r, .. 

respectfully.'kept their distance: I dp not qiIote-the ex- on,ly ho~e of hono.u:r, and ~oIJ' an~ 1:mmort~bty hes ;m. . .' 
am-pIe .. wit~ any. ~menq~tion of. the actual fact, ibut .' th~ . ~ul~fIlmen~ .of .. ~~r dedi-c!ltIon. unto; G~?,; . as ~evoted . . ,'" 

4 :' 

.' 

with this moral in view, -heat your sermon red-hot; and .~.hI,ngS, we m1,l~be consu~ed',!Ith fI'r,e: or else .be re;. . 
it will ·be· likely to 'be .remembered by' .aijl who come- into Jeeted .. ~·or· ,!S to'~urn' a~lde. from our, life-w.ork,·an~'. to 
contact with it: Everything gives way.Mfore'fire·. s~k- dIstmctIon elsewhe~e, IS. absol~te. fol~y~ a. ibhght 

IE' t'll '. ". .~". '.' WIllI !be upon u,s, wEl',shall not s~cceed In .aqyth:fng .bl,lt ·the 
, ner~y s 1 ·remams an essential, whatever else 10 o.ra- 'pursuit'of ·GOd~s"gloi-y·through the teaching of the Word 

.. tory may h.ave~.changed since t~e days of oJd. It is ~aid . "This peo~le have I formed::fo.r Myself," saith 'God'; "they 
: that the oft-quoted replY'Qf D«;!mosthen"es. to, th~ questlOp; : shaH shew'forth My.praise·· .. and if we will' n06t do this 

W:hait.is the. tfih·iTd ~;ing?, "Ene!gy/' I will. not 'Pretend we shall do less 'than nothin~' For thi~ one thing w~·ar~ 
obu~ "~nergy'''. 0" Wh~t. is the second ,thing? .'·Energy ..... dreaiied' and· if 'we miss this We'shilqj live in ~ain. 
Wh'at IlS ~e ~Il'i'd thmg? "Ener.gy." I will not pretend .,. ' . 

.. to dec'ide· the ·classical question'; but I a:m···sure that· as -' , 
'a matter of. fact, ~I,lergy ·fs the maijJ. thi.ng in the hu~an. .' . . 

" .' side of· preaching. Like the' priests at. the altar, we' can, . ·~Ao JJ ~". '."1 . H . ,n' ·1J·Jj.· .. /filridJIhA.':. ' . 
do pothing '",itho:ut fire.' . Brethren, speiikbecause you J. . "F~ ~~ 
believe ti!e "gospel of.Jesus,~tl·peak ·because you fee1 :its < PRAYER SAVJi~ US· FROM :~TAR~ATioN 
·power, spea.k under the influence of the~.truth which .you~' . . 

· ar~.d~iveripg, speak with ~he Holy'Gnost sent down from '. By Sabra :Lee Corbin 
Heaven, ~nd the result.wi'll not be 40ubtfuI.. .'. .' No food.' in the ,hous~, the··fam:ilyfaceq. W'iih 'evictio~, 
.. ,Let it !be carefully remembered.,that~our flame must. be' this little girl called on her IH;eavenly'Fathe'r.: • 
kindled frt;J~. on :·high. Nothing is m,ore .to be despised' ". Hot. ' :Sultry .. A heavy, suffocating heat enveloped ,the 
than a' mere painted- ·.fire, the simulation of' earnestness: whole city. I was ten ·that year, and m.f sister was five .. 

··Sooner .let us have an "hOnest death' than a counterfeit We 'were "stage cnilrlren". All our short lives 'haa been 
life.; The imitation. of .Baxter 'is~ detestable; but 't:O ·be . spent in the theatre, which wa;s. our world -=' 'We knew 
U~e'B~xter 'is seraphic. If you vVoulld-be Hke Whitef'ield,. no other. -. . ....... '. :. , . • 

.. I would ·say be Whitefield. Let'the fire the ·kindled '1>y the . '. -. Looking. !back now, through I the. 'vista of years; ho)V 
Holy Ghost, 8I,ld not by animal';passion, the deske of· hon- shar.pIy our thre~ fi.gur~s al':e $:hedt upon my memory! 
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There was my mother - young, dark, spirited. There And ·you kDow howlland·ladies are, GQd! So; you. see, dear 
was Laurel, my sister-;-a tiny, -blonde,. angelic-looking God, we've jus't go.t.to have'it today." 
child~ And there was me, a;~ready growi~g too tall for I wen,t' on li'ke that. just p~ttin:g ;the _ whole thing be- , 
child's parts. , fore G04,·tal'lcing'·it out with Him quite simply. Then 

So far we three h~d lhad' OUI" ups and downs, 'but 'n~ver / II sat Iback_ at e~se. in the pew. I had a curious feeling 
any~hing quite,so 'bad, as this! We iived, I recall,· in a that I had act~'a~ly t~ke~ to ~O'd, ~hat He ~ad heard, 
f.urnished .room on twenty-third street, anal every day ~ha.t He wa,s kmd, that "He ~s fTlendly, t~at f!e 'YV~s. 
we walke4 through that 'merciless heat to the agen~s and m~erested'. 1. ;m.ade no conscI~u'S' eff?~ to. attam ~IS 
the managers' o·f.fices which, in those days, were confined brIght, calm faI~h ... Yet n0'Y. In lookmg Ibac~.1 reahze. 
to the Broa'dway· area lbetwee~ Thirty-eighth and Forty- . tha~ I was. ~n'YIttmglY obeymg ~. gre!t Splrltu~.l law 
ninth Streets'. We wal'ked !j;>ecau'se we must save every WhICh Jes?s, ~,lmself, h~~. emp~aslzed. Beheve t at ye 
penny. And always we received that same, bland,answer, .hav~ I"ecerv:ed. ~omEttlimg, s?me_way, I had alread~ 
"Nothing doing· tod'ay"; and a;lways' the .return to that recer,:·ed. E}Ver~thmg w~s beautIfu~ly ~aken car~ of. . 
fu,mished room .,- a little· wearier, a littlle 'more hopeless, I dId. not contmue my ·JournElY .t.o t,he managerIal offIceS 

. a little more frightened. 'that day. Instea~, I starte~ ,blIthely .homeward. God 
. had heard, ·God would not fa'll. The money would come, 

;rhere ~as no one to whom w,e could .turn for help. Our nd it would come _ today! Perhaps it was' already at 
frIends, .lIke ourselves, were "troupers'''. ,Same were away ha "t' . f . e' 

h· d' t ck d th "h '. d . orne, wal mg or·m .. 
?n t e roa or 1D s~mmer 'so 0 ,~n ose W 0 remame How had -it come?, I. dddn't ,know.;· It didn't question . 
. m New York.were as !badly off as .0uI"~e'lv~~. We. ~ere. That there was no eartMy source .from which it could, 
confronted WIth the spectre of starvation and, evIction, . . d . d'ff rence . , 
b t I t'h' k ld h d' d th' th 'k h't come rna e no. 'l e. . . ~. m 'we wou. a~e 1e !& er . a~: .~s. c arj y. I almostran'aI1:the way hqme.. , . 

One day m~ ·~otlier, SIck from, the h~t.lD the stuffy I opened the door of that stuffy roo~. How clearly I 
\ ,room a,nd terrIfIed at our meager store of 'funds, sent me see it now! 'The scar.red wall paper. The one-burner 

.... to ::do the .off.ice~" alqne.. . -,,' gas stove hidden iQ~hind a scre~n. Th~ (wo foldi~g couches 
t There Ju'st mIght ~ s0lX!et~ID~ ,she mur~ure~ . that ,made lumpy beds at night. T.he th~adbare carpet. 

It was a very worried- httle gIrl wh~ started out that No it was al~ too 'evident that the money'had,n't come' 
July. morning on a.n. al,!-too-familiar piilgl'i,ma·ge. H~w' --":no": yet ... '1I4y ,mother lay onthe· co~eh, a wet towel on 
.h~t It was! If you dIdn t pay YO"llr rent, you were dIS- her head, her pretty ·face pale and ·pasty from the heat, 
graood. Money must come from si?mewhe~!. It must! her da.rk- eyes bright With desperation. My little sister. 
It must! .,. - sat on the flOQr, wearily playing with ,paper doI1s·. 

I ·had walked ten Ibl~ck~ and now I '\1tas pasl:n~g . a No, no mopey yet. ,But, II tol4: my~J.f. stulbbornly, God 
. church, the doors of which were open. It looked dIm I!,Io heard me!. And He"s ·good! -God wouldn't let me down. 
there, . dim and cool and quiet. It .woula be a' pleasant He's Ibeen there'.inthat church arid·.J'd·talked' ,matters over 
respite from this incessant heat,' the SII~re, theno.ise. with Him _ and there'just wasn't .anything· in the world 
. A lit1il.e timi~ly I ente~~~ an~ sat u-p~n o'n~._of th~ :b~ck to ~orry aibout. .' . .' .' '. .. 

pews, I s~t there ·for a t~me,.Just ~estID~, J~st thmkmg Wearily my mother re~ched for her pu,rse a.nd dumped 
....:....about hfe. and God. Why dId God. make thmgs so hard its 'contents on the' couch beside. her. Pennies, Nickels, 
for 'u'g.? Wh~ ddd !>~her Ii,ttle .girls ha~. so ~uch - sea- 'Dimes. She counted it ~1~wlY, thou~tf.ul1y. Then she 
s~ore, and coolnes~, and' real ho~s,' an(l no· worry, and looked up and tried bard' to smile.. . . 
Il;>ig yards to . play ID? Was there a .God?, If there .were, "Children" she said "We have 'one doHar and ·seventy-·, 

. then what· wal! the matter ~ith Him?, Ha.dn't I prayed eight.:Cents. 'ISabra, YO~. take' your: sister and' 'go to Coney 
to Hi,lII. night a,fter ni,ght to.·1et us get work? .Di'rln't He. Island. You 'chi~dren will b.e out of this.heat for a while, 
want to hear -;:-' or wa~ H~ 'deaf?, D"idn't He: care &loout. you'll get sQme fresh· air. Here's twenty cen~s for car
us, we three? But ~ why, .there had' to ;be a God!t And fare. Then, arou~d six o'clock, .Sabra, you 'buy a 'five-cent 
yet, where wa~ H~? What. kind' of a God was He. to. s?nd 'hiunlburger, ol).e for' you aIid.-one for Laur~.· St~.rt back 
by. and not .·gIVe' 'people J.obs .and" contrac:ts and thl·ngs home'at eight'-thirf;y." . . .. 
that you just had to have?' : .... '~B'Uthow'abO\it you, mamma ?~' I asked. . . 

How curious it seems now,' that !3uch bitterness, ·suc~ .: "Oh, I'm all right. You· go on' now; ~G.o right .down ·-to 
starkness, such anxiety shou:}d·' be 'a~ociated' with a· the Ibeacil and' stay on the sand wh~re it's cool." . 
chi~d of ten! And yet, as I sat ·there, it seemed as if '. One dollar· and'·seventy-ei.ght cents! All we h~d in' the 
slowly, gently, all that: bitterness, t1tat- rebellion, that world, and' no· appa.rent source from 'which .more 'CO"Illd 
anxiety'seeped out/of me. Very soft1y, I began to cn. come, yet. she. could spend thirty cents of that ·slender 

And that helped. 'BecaU'~e 'at home, all of us in one capital that ltet: two children coul!i Iget a .br~th of cool, 
room, you often felt like crying. Only you didn't. ·Be- fresh air! . . _' . .' 
cause that only made things harder -for your .mother, and. I took .my :little sisler by the 'hand and we started off
sometimes your littl€l sister, seein'g you. 'cry, .would cry, for Coney. 'At that ~ime they h'ad open stl"eet cars. These 
too. But here - .h·ere it was diffe·z:ent. Here you were open cars were very popular a.nd us~ally crowded ;because, 
aqone with' God - and God wouldn't mind if you cried. no matter how hot 'it was, you wer~ sure to get a sUff 
. 'Suddenly the tear!;! ceased. Alone-with God! Was I? ..!breeze once the car was in ·motion. ~e cal"s were open 
Wag. i really? . '. on both sides ~right down to the floor. Rows of wooden 

II knelt. benches ran the ,full width' o'f the car. It was a cheap and' 
'~Oli;-;God, please send us some money t· You 'can do it, pleasant means 01 transportation.. .. . .' 

God! You can do anything!· ,Please, God,· s~e th~t· we With· one hand\ I hung on to my sister, with the .oth~r 
·get the money·....:.... today'! Please! Please! Please! . You hand I clutched my handkerchief which had thirly ,pl'e-
'}c,now, Ood, we only have 'somEtVY~ere around two dollars, ciO"llscents tied in 'one corner.' ~, '. . . 
'and there are three of us; and the rent~s due tomorrow. The fjrst car was too crowd~, and we waited for ~e 
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next. 'Standing there, I was temptedo to tell my sister 
. that we reaUy had nothing to wor,ry aibout any more. 1. 
wanted awfully to telll her about how I had gone into 
a church and told God all about us. But I didn't. Some
how I couldn't. I ~now now that I was' ()Ibeying another 
'g~eat spiritual law - "Tell no man. ' .. ',pray to your 
Father wh.ich is in secret!" .. . I • 

P.resent;iy the nex;t car came along. Except for one 
entire row it was full. Quickly iI hoisted my little sister 
011 board and climbe'd up after hel·. The car started. 
Ah, what a gJorious .breeze! I took off my hat to feel 
tl:te winru in my hair. 

'It wasn't mOi'e than two minutes after. we boarded the 
car when Laurel spoke to me. 'I 'had been so thrHled ;by 
.the !breeze that I had' almost forgotten about her. 

"Sister!" she whispered .. "Sister!" 
. I turned to see her staring at me wide-eyed - and 
there in her little hand'was a twenty-dollar bill! 

She had found it on tp'e floor of 'that car, a twenty
dollar.bill folded neatly. 

-Think of-.it! The Ibill was not in a 'purse.- It was on' 
the floor of an open street ea,r - anQ,ther second, per-
haps, and it would have blown'away. . 

It didn't seem ~range to me - not then. I simply 
closed my eyes a,nd said, "Thank you-Father!" 

.. 
Bible· School :lessoo 'Outline , . . . . . .... 
Vol. 20 Third Quarter Lesson 2 JUly 8, 1956 

, . . 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE SONG OF THE VINEYARD 

Lesson Text: Isaiah 5:1-12,18-23. 
Golden Text: "For the vineyard of .the Lord of hosts is tilie 

house of Israel, and the men of Jud1ah ms pleasant plant: 
and he ~ooked for judigmenJt, buit ,behold oplprl!ssion; for 
ri'ghteousness,!but behold a cry."-Isaiah 5:7. 

I. Woe to the Privileged Nation: verses 1-12. 
Tolle propihecies of ,this chapter were prObably written dur

in'gthe reign of King Uzzia:h (faa .. 6:1) •. Spe8.km!g throu·gh 
His 'Prophets, the iLord 'had given the people abundant ,warn
ing of the 'COming calamIties, the falbl of Jeitusa:lem and the 
captivity of Judah, W1hieh actualIy took place under K1n.g 
Ne'buohadnezzar of ·BaJbylon aIbOu't '586 B.C. Those warnings 
were unheeded; and the mercy af God was despised, so that 
at last lIIe acted in judgment '('lsa. 3:8). . . 

Isaiah uttered' by insp~ra:tion !thls parable 'caMerrung God 
,the beloved 'Father, the Jehovah wIllo claimed these Jews as' 
His own, The If.igure oIf a. vineyard is approprialte{siii'ce even 
to this day 'Vineyards are often seen on the siopes of the 
hiBs of P8IleSllline, I,t is a figure to w-hlCh frequent ref~ren.ce 
is made in ·Scripture (Psa).80:8; !Sonlg .of SOl. 8:12; In. 27:,2; 

.. Jer. 2:21; lMaJtt. 21:8'3; John. 15:1). . 
The vineyard had been planted by Jehovah; He was re.: 

spons'ilble for the origin of this particular 'Plant. The natio.n 
had !been ch'Osen Iby Him and separated· from~a:ll others, placed 
in favoralb14 circumstances, plan'ted on a fl"Ui'tful hiH In soH 
that was ·rich (Psa. 80:8·-11). I 

The Divinely-oroained plant ,had' !been cUiltivated 'by the 
Husbandman, the ground: had 'been "d.i'g.ged and otren.cl1.ed" 

• that 1:t might 'be .properly prepared ('Matt. 21:33). it had 
been carefully protected', wi'th its watch-tower and defences. 
So had the Lord' hed'ged His people about, ~at they mIg.ht be 
·preserved. He ·had nurtured them and done' all in His power 
to prodUICe an' ·a.bundant harvest of good fruit (Deut. 92:6; 
Matt. 21:19). In spite of aU the lMaster's 'gentle and per
sistent care, tili.e vineyard' produced aniy smali, d,ry, useless 
grapes, indicating that thl people were wilful, stubborn and 
lawless. Created for Hfs . glory, ;they brough'~Him only 
shame. ' 

The Lord must be vindicated. The 'People were wi;t;hout 
eXlCUSe 1be.f0re.Him, for He alllways acts in righteousness (Rom . 
1:20; 2:1; 3:4, 19), and He wou~d hav~ saved.them (Ezek. 
33:'l'1; 1 T1m. 2:4). Note the play upon words as seen in 
the 'Hebrew o.f verse 7: ''lHe :Looked for judgment (Heb. 'mis
phat'), but 'behold oppression (Heb. '!mispat'); for righteous
.ness (He'b. ',tsedlaqua'), 'bult 'behold a cry (lHeb. ',tseaqua')" 
- that cry ilihat attends an'archy and dissipation. 

The 'Ow.ner of the vineyard pronounced S'entenee of judg
ment upon it. Since the peop'le l'ejected''His overtures of 
grace, He wo~ld leave them to otheir own resources. Hi's 
l'es'train:inJg 'hedges would be removed, and ,the enemy woula 
come in to destroy them (Ps·a. 80:12, 1'3). He ;would cease 
to cuLtivate them, and thorns, briers 'and: weeds would spring 
up to choke ·the. plants. He wou[d wilbhihold showers qf~bless
in!g, and ~e drough't wOUild sitop a:ll growth. The saddest 
fa.te which can come to a sinner is that he .be a:110wed 'to !have 
his own way, (PTov.1:24-33).· . 

T.he two 'Cardinal sins of 'Israel as a nation were pride and 
wo1'lldUnees. They added field .to fiefd, as 1t iWere (Mic. 2:2), 
boasting cif. ilihe privileges ,given tltem, instead of considering 
these as' Ciha.nnels oIf usef.ulness. Pride of possessions is a 
common sin to-day. Their worldliness was manifest in the 
misuse of 'their riches and resources, material 'and spidtua:l. 
The 'Produ'Cts of the vines, the ·grapes, were prostitut.ed by 
the 'people to their own selfish ,pleasure. Intemper8JllCe was 
practised. :God: was forgotten, IHis work negle'cted. Their 
eyes were Uipon -the thin.gs of this 'World., rather tha·n upon 
the glory of the Lord ('Jab 34:27; ,Psa. 2.8:5;,143:5). 

II. Woe to the Iniquitous People: verses 18-23. 
ft is dQu!bfiUlI if anyone delilberately sets out to Iiv.e a 

life af crime. He ·commences with w-hat one 'might can a' 
smlill:L lIin., justi!f.ying himseIf by a course·of reasoning, so 
that his sin appears as a slender cord or thread like that of 
a spider's web (Joib 8:14; Isa. '59:5). One sin leads to an
other, until fina:l~y ,the man ,has 'drawn upon himself a grea.t 
load of iniqui.ty, to whl.eh he is attached by heavy em ropes, 
as it were, and he cannot, even if he would, sep!lrate ,himself 
iby his own effor'ts from the burden and guilt. Let alI beware 
the ,firs'!; ,sin. The Bilble albound's in warnin!gs to ;the sinner, 
.but it also speaks of the ipower of God to liberate him from 
the Shackles that bid him; the mercy Qf God seasons His 
justice. . . 

lit is a terrible ,thing to defy 'the Hvh!.'g God, to cha:lienge 
Him to exec·ute the judgment wih'ie'bi He has promised. 
(verse 19; Jer. 17:1'5; 1 'Pet: 3:3; 4). This sin of presump
tion is described' in IScrilpture as ,being one of temptin!g God., 
of puttmg Him to the test (DeUlt. 6:16; 1 Cor. 10:9). 

:Sin destroys the moral sens:ilhiUties af its victi,ms, so that 
they are unable to see ':the dlfferem:e !between good and' ev~l. 
I,t is possible for a person ,to halte and reje·c.t the truth so 
longth!at he becomes hartlened, his conscience is seared, a:nd 
he cannot recognize or respond' to the truth when it appears. 
His spiritual understanding is d'arkened,· and he confuses 
right with wrong, Ug,h't with dar.kness and sweetness with 
biJtterness (Rom. 1:25) .. On iblie other hand, ·the one whose 
life is 'COntrolled !by the Spi.rit 'Of .God Wfi;l become highly 
sens~tive to alI moral issues; 'he w-iiltl !be alMe to distinguish 
the things ,that differ (phil. 1:9, 10'; Col. 1:9). 

lJ.'hose wiho indu~ge' in sin are proud and sellf-deceived. 
They think 1JhIat 'they, know m'ore than the prophets w,ho 
prophesy judgmelllt, and hence' (flhey despise the .wamdngs 
given,1iherm Iby !the :prophets of the Lord. There is an adalge 
to. this effect: "Whom the ,godS' would' destroy they, first 
maike mad." 
. The prophet uitters a stern waroing against COlTUpt jud'ges, /

men who are strong to drink wine··:and who do n'ot hesitate 
to take 'brilbes, as they pass over the offences of theguiIty, 
whereas they conde'mn 'the u'prigmt man (Prov. 17:15; 24:24). 
Doubtless this ,paSsage i·n!fers that the haibit cif. indul,ging in 
intoxi'eatmg wines was· respons~ble for thE! .ioss of that dis
crimination between rilJ'ht and wrong Which is ;the primary 
requisite olf a judge ('Deut.1:16, 17; 16:18-20). . 

Daily Bible Readings 
July 2-The Vine ICaused ,to Take 'Root ....................... 1. Psa. 80 
J.uly 3-The Vi·neyard Enclosed ., .............. .song of Sol. 8:6-14 

. July 4--The Vineyard' Watered' and K~t ................ : ...... Iss" 27 
July 5-TheSitrange Vine .......................................... Jer, 2:20-31 
J·uly 6-The Emlpty Vine · .............. .' .................... , ..... L...... Hos. 1.0 
JuIy 7....:....The Lord of tili.e Vineyard ........................ Luke 20:9-18 
July 8-The ~e Yme ................................................... ohn 15:1-16 
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