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ECUMENICA,L MOVEMEN)T A'ND. 
BIBLICAL ANSWER IN· CANADA 

-
, BETWEEN ,dead, formal religion and the gospel of -which men today are s'eeking to establish as the one 

,Jesus Christ. there'is a great gulf fixed. The former "recognized" or "a'pproved" form ofChr.istianity. 
resembles some shallow puddle of stagnant water while The spiritually unwary may be fooled by .this sweet •. 
the gospel is 'a pure. bubbling fountain, bringing life and specious talk albout the desirability of union for it sounds 
refreshment to all 'who pa·rtake of it. A Christian must plausible indeed to express the' conyiction that "Ohris
therefore deplore the attempts which are made to equate tians should be one". Most -who speak in these terms faoil 
lifeless, soul-destroying religion and' the' pure gospel. . to define the two major words in their proposition -

·Just this week. the local papers printed stories of the "Christi·ans"and· "one". If there -is no difference what
coming to Toro~to of Dr. Robert Nelson, genera:l secre- .ever between ·believers and un'believers and if all meifca-n
tary of the faith and order commission of the World be called "Chr,istians" in some sense, then Iby all means 
Council of Chu·rch-es. What is the purpose .of the work in there ,s,hould -be seime great v,isible organization to give 
which this religious leader' is en'l!'age'li? The Globe and expressipn to this "unity". . Only on this false, unbiblical, 
Mail 'reporter int~rprets his' mis'sion a!'l follows: -'''to basis can the present day ecumenical movement be ju!~ti
reconcile. Roman CatholicQ

, Anglicans, Baptists. ,PreSlby- fied:. If, however, the Bible is ri'ght in 'st'ating ,that all by 
terians and 100 spHnter denominations of the Ghristian nature are stinful aJnd Iilhalt only thOse who are-born and led 
faith into· one 'ecumenical movement." In fairness, we of the Spiri·tof God are the sons of God,' then the very 
em-pha·size -that· this is _ the newspaper renorter's inter- foundation of the modern ecumenical message and pro
pretation of Dr. Nelson's misRion and 1:he aim of the gram is seen to he unrelia,ble and a dangerous base upon 
World Co~ncil ofChu·rches: at the same time, .:~ve' are whi~h to erect a great superstruetu·re. 
·persuaded this is a fair appraisal. of the immediate aim It is 'at this point that the weakness of the modern 
of the ecumenical movement. 'although doubtless it has call to unity is ,seen. How do these leaders seek to exam
even more astounding far-reaching plans. , ine the whole ques,tion and realize this "unity"? - by 

Christian! ponder these things! There is on foot a well- reverently and prayerfully consutting the Word of Goo? 
plannea scheme to' unit-e in one movement the Roman No! the leaders of' 'all the a-ifferent. denomilla·tion~, in
Church_ Ba·ptists. Presbyter-iims and 'aU others who are clud.ing the Roman Chu'rch (if it 'wou,d participate), 'semi
',blind enough .to he'deceived into thinking that the 'one Romanists,Unitarians, modernists and quasi-evangeHcals 
wor.ld religion is the idea). )Iow can we impress Chris- are to ,sit in these ever-recurring, never-end,ing confer
tians with the sel'liousness' of this matte·r? Gan it be that ences to dis'cuss the var-ious "traditions", "creeds" and' 
some will ,be roused only when that which -is now a ·pro- '!custo~s" of the participants." The: ecumenical move
posal·becomesa terri,ble reality? ment, if dt: succeeds" must is'sue i·n an impossilble combiIia:-
_ Unfortunately m,any 'believers seem to regard this me'n- tion of th,e, lowest common denominator.in lesser matters 
a~ as,.being a purely ~h-eor~ticaI and academic question 'and of the .well-defined, authoritariim' dogma and prac
with no practical import to any hut a' select circle of re- .tice of Roine in the e'ssentia:ls; For instance, if the dis
tigious leaders, ,theological professors and theorjsts. The -.. cus'sion - is about church government, the hasis of dis
plain fact, however, is that the whole movement is of . cussion . will not :be' - "What -does the Bible 'say 7" or 
vital practical and spi'ritual concern to you, to the work "Wibat was the inspired practice in the churches of the 

-of the gospel and to the never-dying souls of the people apostolic days?" Instead, .the -whoie d'iscussion must cen
,around you. Just\as realas'the paper whi~h you now tre a·round a comparison of exi·sting types of church gov
. hold "in your hands is the menace of the dead religion ernments with the end result bei~g an episcopal-domin'-
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a-ted set up such as that which has been estalbli"shed in 
South India. Likewise on every other question, -the 
procedure wi'll be one of compromise among the many 

. stream's of thought which have arisen du.ring. twenty 
centuries ·ra·ther -than a return to the source. 

How sharply does this whole business dHfer from the 
purity, s-impIici,ty and spIendour of the New Testament 
days! Then the concern was for the glory of God, the 
power of the Holy ISpil"1it and' the precious souls of men. 
It seems a·s though .the churches came fresh from .the 
workshop of God and were permeated with divine power. 
The practice of "ChUTCh politics" was rebuked .and not 
commended. Let Chri.stians return -to ,this djvilJe1y-given 
pattern and ,be captured by this sense of urgency and 
,reality and they would haye no .time whatever for' ·the . 
eCumenical mania but, on the contrary, would have a 
positive contempt for it. 

The Scrip'tural Alternative 
~. , 

It is not· enou-g,h, however, to e~pose and attack that 
wI:tich is wrong, without, at the same time, presenting a 
pOsitive, scriptiIra:1 alternative. What is our answer 
to this present ·plague? Indeed: 'let us ever be more s'pe
·ci£ic and ask,what i,g the answer in Canada? We are cer
tain. that our observations with regard .to our own coun
try will apply,in principle, in other Joands. . Various 
answers 'have been given to· this problem.' :Some would 
urge that lal'ge protest" rallies' 'be 'held to expose modern
ism and. other erroneous teaching. 'Still others' ~rge the 
pu'bljcation of booklets and tracts to 'inform men of these 
pressing issues: Th.ese all have a definite place but it is 
a secondary place for- the scriptural, positive,' effective 
answer is a program of vigorous evangelization with the 
es'tablish"ment of gospel-preaching, Bible belie1nng 
churches. We may sponsor all the raIHes imaginruble and 
issue countless numbers of-pamphlets but these are stop 
gap methods that may temporarily a'rouse men's.emotions 
bu.t iW'?ich will hav.e little' long range effect.. . 

CHRISTIAN ,UNITY AIM OF CHURCH 
. MOVEMENT·. 

Will it'be possible to reconcile Roman Catholics, Anglicans, 
Baptists, Presbyterians and 100 splinter denominations of 
the Christian faith.mto one ecumenical movement? 

Dr. Robert Nelson, Geneva-based general secretary of the 
faith and order, commission-of the World Council of Churehes', 
is workibg toward that goal. . ' I 

In Toronto this week, he launched the first meeting of the 
central Canadian study' group, one of 16 preparing for a 
North American conference 0lIl. the nature of Christian unity. 
This will be held at Oberlin, Ohio;in September, 1957. Mem
bership in the sponsoring bodies represents more than 30,-
000,000 Orth~ox and Protestalll.t Christians. . 

Professor D. W. Hay, Presbyteri8l1t clergyman, is chairman 
of the group, 'which: includes representatives of Anglican, Bap
tist, Lutheran, Disciples of Christ and United Church de-
nominations. . ' , 

Toronto leaders of th:ese churches attended the inaugural 
meeting, at which Dr. Nelson described arrangements for 
"the Oberlin cOnference. '. . . 

The World Council of Churches is composed of more than 
160 member churches in 47 countries throughout th:e world, 
involving some 170,000,000 worShippers. Practically all major 
Protest8l1tt, Eastern Orthodox and Anglican churches iit North 
America are ihcluded. . 

Some' p_roblems· to be considered by the 16 groups during 
the next 15 months include baptism, the nature of the Euchar
ist, the seat of ecelesiastical autIiority. (the congregation, the 
presbytery or the' episcopacy) and to Qrhat extent ecumenical 
consciousness can break . down denominational, economic, 
sociological and racial barrien.· . 

In an interview Dr. Nelson said only four large denomina: 
tions in North America 'are staying outside the discussion
Missouri Synod 'of the Lutheran Church, Southern Baptists, 
Russian 'Orthodox and Roman Catholics •• 
. While' no church' unions have been achieved in tlte eight 
years since t'he World Council was founded, Dr. Nelson said 
there may be three unions in tlie next three yean. 

A measure of amalgamation may be achieved amug three 
Lutheralll. denominations - the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
the American Lutheran Church and the United Evall,gelical 
Lutheran Chureh;' , 

Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists and Baptists may 
come together in Ceylu 8I1td North India - areas of the 
world where Christianity faces stiff competition from other 
great religions. . 

The best answer then in: Cana'da' to the ecumenica'l 
threat is the 'establishment of evangelical Ba.ptist 
churches. Indeed every centre of population of any conse
quence in this dominion needs now such 'R church .. Thus on 
the loca:] level there is planted the ·bes't possi'ble defence 
against infidelity but, more important, there is created 
a centre to send the 'gospel, out to pel"1isohing souls. Our' 
aim~ afteraH is not merely to warn men against danger 
but .ratherit is to see men saved from an eternal danger 
and so j,nstrueted in the things of God· that they will not 
he the defenceless vi~ims of satanic delusions. 

-Dr. Nelson does not expect a measure of "Christian unity 
. that would produc;:e uniformity. "Even among existing de

nominatiOills there are the High Church - 8I1td I.ow Church 
faCtions," he said. "What we learn is that wider church union 
can 8I1td should include a broad diversity, not only in wonhip 
but in moral judgment." . 

. 'lot is regrettable that Christians should become nep
tiv,ists wh~ protest, protest, prote~t, and who can ,become 
vehement in speaking against anything - whether it he 
Romanis~, modernism cir -Communism; dt. is . sometimes 
painfuHy noticeruble that .such persons can b(' strangely 

.. quiet and inconspicuous' when '11 positive program is sug
. gested. Deliver us from ecumenicalists and 'also from 

eViangel'icals who are negative protesteni. May the Lord 
raise up pastors, churches and ·Christians an :across the 
land to 'launch and sustain by prayer, work' and money 
a pos,itive, vigorous, evangelical Baptist,offens'ive to cap
ture countless numbers of souo}.s for the Lord Jesus 
,Cprist! 

Faith is the vivid Tealization of the unseen. 
-ALExANDER MACLAREN 

, 

Dr. Nelson described his organization as'a movement for 
the redirection of ,Christian thinking 8IIld action. 

He said he has noticed, in his travels, changing attitudes 
among Christian people. .... 

"Hostilities and prejudices are diminishing rapidly," he 
said. "There is almost a whole new climate of Christian 
undentanding ·developing - perhaps tlie best we can hope 
for in the present dec8de." 

-"The Globe and Mail" 

THE POSITIVE PROGRAM 

The devil doem't care how much )100 de

nounce him so long as )IOU dOn't organize against 

him. Yau can destf'o'y every modeT7aist church on 
. , 

earth; but if)lOU don't establish a genuine New 

Testament ~hurch out of the wreckage, )Iou have 

done nothi~g. , . 
-Nf?t!I'Smith, in "Baptist Bible Tribune" 
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CANDLESTLCKS 
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

P·reached in J'arvis Street !3aptist IChu-rch, Toronto, Sunday 'Morning, Felbruary 2nd, 1930 
. . r 

(IS~e~ograplu"cal~y RepoNed) 

"And being turned, I s'aw seven golden camHesticks." . 
"The mystery of the seven stars wlhlch thou s'awest in my rIght hand, and· the 

seven golden c·a:ndlestieks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and 
the seven candlesticks whic4 thou sawes't are the seven ehurChes."'-IRev. bl~, 20. . 

WE NEElD no vivid.i-magin8ltion in order to under
stand what the Holy ~Spirit would teach us in this 

figure. The candlesticks ~re representative of the. 
churches. Remember, there was no big chu·rch like :the 
United ChuTCh of Canada, or the PresbyteHim Chureh 
of 'Canada, or ,the Anglican Church of Canada, or the 
Baptist Ohurch of, Canada. No; no! it was not the United 
Chureh of Asia. There were seven indi'lJidual churches. 
T·he Bible 'spea:ks nothIng about on'e ibig chu·rch with 
bishops and archbishops' ·and caTdinals, and all the ·rest 
of it. There were churches, and the 'local !body of be
lievers was the church. I shaH try to tell you this morn
ing <what a chu.rch ought to :be, and'I think I can put -it 
so si~ply that the youn:gest child here can under&tand iot. 

I. 
The lesson we ,have ha:d before us <tm'is morning tens 

us that EVERY INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN, AND EVERY COLLEC
TION OF 'CH~ISTIANS CALLED A CHURCH, SHOULD BE A 
LIGHT-BEARER. Weare l'i'kened to candlesticks. What .is 
true of ,the church coIlect:ively;- the body. of believers, 
mus,t :be true of each indhtidua'l member. There aTe 
people sometimes who talk about the church. Jarvis'Street 
Church :...- what .is it?, It i·s not this !building, with its 
adjoindng bU'ildings. T·his:is our meeting house, the plaC'e 
where we meet, our worksihop whe·re we are priviieged 
to work, or at leas.t to d'Q part of our ~rk. But the 
church is made up of men and ,!Women, boys and gi-rls, who 
constitute its membersMp, who have been saved, by divine 
g·race, and bTollght, together into tiIl·is church fellowship. 

ilUhe church a's a whole :is to !be what God' .has desi'gned 
- it s'hould 'be, then every 'ind,iv.i'dual member -must be what 
the chureh- is' to be .. You ,have heard that 'little l"hyme 
which asks the' 'question : . 

. ''Wb.t sort of a cltW'Ch 'Would our Idhureh be, 
If every .memlber ,we~ .juS'!; like me '" 

What sort of a church would Jarvis 'Street Church be 
if every 'indMdual member were just 'like you?, What sort 
of a prayer-m'eeting should we !have had !ast ni'ght 'if 
.every member of the chureh had been just like you? Many 
of you would 'have to confes·s there would have !been no 
prayer meeting. You would have to ad.mi,t, '~ was not 
there." Wh'a't sort o'f witness sihouM we ibe !bearing to 
the world as a church if every ,member of'tihe church were 
to do ~actly. what you do - no more and, no ~s1' 
. You have no right.to expect that ·somehow or another 

,I 

/' 

·the chu.rch, as a, church, wiU fulfil its mission ·and 'exer
cise its function 'if you fa'i'} in YOUT share of that general 
m'issrion. If the church .is to ,.be a candlestick, then you 
must be a IitUe candlestick .too. If the church a'S a whole 
'is to !bear J.iglvt, then you also must be aUght-bearer .. If 
the church is to ·give wi·tness to the gospel, you 'also must 
be a wi·tness, !by llhe power <if the Holy Ghost. Let me 'lay' 
that upon every heart and conscience, to begin with this 
'morning, that yol,1 .have no right to expect more of any 
other ehU'reh~memiber than the 'other, church-members 
have a right to expect of you. If ,they .must walk ·~ith 
God, so must you. If they must 'know,the B'~;b'le; so must 
you', If th'ey must be men 'and women of prayer in order 
that we may ·get our work done, then you must he a man 
or a woman of p.rayer too. If they are to honour the Lord 
with- their substance, and with the flirst-f·ruits of ·all 
their increase, if they a,re to give a tithe of all th'ey 
poss'ess, if they are to ,be generous d'n thei'r giv,ing and 
Hve . not for thems·elves but for other people, tben you 
must do the s8lIDe ;thing. What the church as a whole 
ought to ,be, you as ·an indiv·id.ual ).member ought tci 'be. 
Now everybod:y can understand that. 

Woha:t ought the church to 'be? lot ought to Ibea J,ight
bearer. It ought to be a Hght-lbearer 'for the reason that 
it is set in the midst of 'great darkness. This world is 
full of spiritual darkness. I read an artiel-e tin one of our 

'popular magazine's last week, wr.itten by a . man who is 
said ·to 'be a great scholar, a man who ha'S been a, minister 
of. several 'Chu.rches. He wrJtes 81bout 'God, and he under
takes to represent the God of the Bihle, to ·tell p.s how . 
the Bi,ble represents God. I do not thin'k I ever heard, or 
read, greater blaSphemy. The Bible' does not say what 
he attri,butes to it. He desc·ri,bes ,God as a God of hell, 

. who deIighits to ,put people into torment. He says that 
relilrion can never p-rosper until people get away from 
the !bibl'ica:l conception of God. Oh, wnat a mis.repre
senta:tion! I care not how m'l!ony universities he ihaS' 

. attended, 'nor what his. scholarship, that man is utterly' 
ignorant of God. . 

1])0 you know, you 'Ohristian !boys arid 'lrirls, that 1!he 
boys and girls wdth whom you meet as you go to school, 
or in your play,and the .men and )Vomen w.ith whom 
'those' of maturer years are associated. in business and 
'in other ways, apart ·from a revelation f.rom above, a·re 
in utter darkn-ess 'So fa·r as the person of God is con
cerned ? 'They do no't know God; they know nothing a:boult 
. GO'd'; nor -do they 'know anything aibout Jesus Ch·rist, His 

..... 

... 
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Son. There are a great many· ministers Who do not know I do not kn~w Ilowfitr members -of this church may be 
Jesus Christ. 1 am sure they do not klJQw Him, 'I have ornamental, 'HteraUy, -but we. are not here to ornament 
no hesitation .in saying that a man like the man who the world at alL There are ·a gQOd ma.ny 'people in this 
writes in The Star' Weekly, Dr. Salem Bland, never saw world ,that are hetter looking than we are. ·It would not 
J·esus. A man . who i"e~lly 'knew .Jesus could never write be a 'very -beautiful place ,if there were not. Hut we are 
as the writes, could never -be"gUtiliy of the mi-srepresenta- here ·really' to do something. Y-ou were saved hy~ 'God's 
tions /?f God with which his a·meles &.tbound. grace, and 'brought into,the memlbership of the chu·rch 

People about us, I say,. are .in darkness;' they know . - and you have 'been a member of this church 'how long? 
not;hing about what 'sin .is. ''They do not really know that What ~re you doing? Whlllt use are you? .Are. you ca·rrying 
sin is a deadly .plague, that ·sin has d'e8Ith in its heart, a Hght? Are you s'erving the Lord? .Are you doing any
that sin 'is a fatal malady, tliat ,it destroys every-one ittJhing to lessen tMs world"s darkness? 'Or a·re you ch,iefly 
touch~s. They d'o not :know where they are going: "If a ser:v'ing as an<orn·amen,t?, 

\ man wa'lk in the night, he stumbleth." " . ,T,hen 'I would remind y'ou ,that these candlesticks were 
.Perhaps you have b.een in the 'oountry where there_ were made of gold. . Science has never learned,' wi,th a'll its 

no electric ltights, some black night. ·.You came out.of a achievements,how to produce gold. 'The ancient al
friend's house when, there was' nota 'star 'in the sky, and' chemists Iaboured long to discover a secret whereby baser 
eVerything was pi,tch black; you could not see where you meta'ls might -be transmuted into ·gold - but they never 
'were going. 'The friend perhaps :pa,d to go :back into the found it. No one, hut ·Ood. ever made a piece of gold. 
hous'e and get a -lig.ht, to i,i'g.ht you out to your 'car, or Gold.js -one of the -ollig.inal metals. It comes from the 
wherever you were going, And this world, 'S'piritually; hanq of ,G-od. It cannot he produced a·r.1ificially. It can

'is as.dark 'as that. ·Someone says, "I know tthat"it ,is true not ,be·made. It is a doirec,t crea,tion of God. And you can-
of Afr.iea, that it i,s true of Ch'ina, tli'at it is true of Ind.ia '-not have' a gold'en 'candlestick from anywhe·re 'but out 
and of Sout1:J, America; Ibut surely it is n()t true of Can- of the'd,iyine works'hop. ,God will not. put· His li.ght 
.ada, O'f Toronto'!" Somebody .·asked me' las.t week 'if into a 'brazen candlestick. You rememtberin Re'ho'boatn's 
Toronto had lost its right to the title O'f "Toronto the d·ay, the eriemy came 'and took away the 'shields of g'o'ld 
Good". I slrid" '''It ,nev.er 'had a .right to be so called,; it out of the temple, and ,then latel," t~e 'king su'bstituted 
.never was 'Toronto the ,Good'. It. ·is not, now." You may' shiel:ds of ibrasS' for the gold? The enemy of the church 
go into universi,ties 'inthi~ city, dnto educatiO'nal institu- 'has des-poiled her of' her:beauty, corrupted 'her, sutbStti
tions, 'and while they' have the electric ii'ght, they thin:k tuted bras's' for 'gold, so that tl;le ohurch is filled with 
they have the 'li'glht of education, and of a very general people who ,have n-ot been made new creature's in Christ. 
'knowled·ge; but so far as spiri~ual Ill'atiers' are concern(!d, What sort of candlestick ~re you? Are you niade of 
they a're utterly in ,the dark, and are greatly in need ()f gold'? In other wOl'ds, have you tbeen born again? Have 

. a' cand'le to !tig.ht them on 'their way. you been made a new cz:ea,ture in Christ? Are you a d,irect ' 
,That ,is what we ,are for; if -we a're ;Christians. We creation of ·God, spiI1ituill'ly? Can you' say, "We are 'his 

are to be candlestick~, I,ight ... bearer.s:," '. workmansh.ip, created in, Chllist Jesus unto good works. 
A candlestick is a very useful ,article. That'is, -it ·W&S Which G-od. hath befo,re. ordained that we ~hould wal'k in 

once upon a time ! 'Candlesticks were made for use. Nowa- "them"? You cannot have a candlestick made of any sO'rt 
days, in most cas'cs, they are made f()T ,ornament. I of composite. You eanno"t"combine baser metals with 
never can, understand why lad,ies huy· cand,lesticks' and gold, and .expect the HO'ly ·Ghost to' put His !tight in any 
put pretty candles in them, and .never·"!tiglht them at all. . s~ch cand~estick. ':1 -saw. sev~n golden candlest.icks", and 
They put them on, the mantel, Or somewhere E!lse, ,and t?e matelll'al of whIch -they were made was.·a d'lrect erea
tP~nk they . look very nice. ..They. are just ornaments, b.on of the 'han~ o.fG-od. He wil'l put ~is Jight in.no other 
that 'is all. T·hey do not shed any light·; they ,have no kmd of candlestIck than that. 
light in them lIIt,aB; they are there'S'iinply for ornamental ,Ha'Ve you thus Ibeen made over? I wonder if there is 

, purposes. The church once upon a time -was a candlestick;. anyone here who says, "Well, there 'is no· gold about me. 
·it ·was made to, give-light .. But·.tji"e·chu.reh- in our day is I do not 'know whether J. am brass or not" - it would not 
supposed to be some sort -of ornament. There are Chris- be ddfficult to imagine some' peO'ple's 'being made of that 
tians who' seem ,to think, they are 'Very ornamental. . I material! - "or. i·ron, or clay, or .just' a piece 'of ea'rthen
. wonder whether there are any 'here this morning? Are ware. 'I do. not know what I am. I only' know I am not 
you u~fu'l? Do 'you 'bea,r any ~li,gtht? If I were to ask yO'u gold." T'here is a divine A'lchemist Who can do what no 
how 'you feel. you wO'uld probably say, "Qui~ fit, thank human scientist ever accomp'lis'hed. He cim transmute the 
you:': Well, f.it for wha:t? Ther~ a:re some people who are basest of all metals into ·gold ... And although we are 

" fit - but :apparently fit for nothing, unless it be as an nothing 'but ,clay~ worms of the dust, so wonderful is He' 
ornament! 'I .intend no reflection, yO'u 'know, upon any- that He can make us into pure gold. I wonder. if there is 
·one's personal appearance! " some ·boy or girl here this'mO'rning who ,is" 'saying, "I 
• I remember hearing Sam Jones, the gr.eat Methodist wish I were a candlestick. I wlsh I knew that I h:ad a 
preacher· of the 'South, preach to a 'large congregation in very definite .miss'ion in life. I wish I eQuId get a job 
a cHy where I used to m~nister. 'Very solemnly he warned right from God Himself, a divine c-ommissiO'n to go and 
Ms .hearers of the ,dangerS that. were awaiting peop'le CaITy my t.ight ,somewhere." Yuu may', but first of all 
who were good·-llooking. Men' Who were disposed to !be you must be saved, made -into a ca~dlestick- of gold. 
a, bit !haridsome would ibecome coricei,ted and" of· course. Theil gold need3 to be ,refined. It is" found .in differ-

, . the lad.ies' ~ho were 'blessed with. good looks were tempted ent condWons. It is- not often found pure, usually there 
to ,be va·in. He very solemnly warned :tJhem against' all is a great deal of dross mixed wi·th it.-Sometimes i,t has 
the perils that were" -in store for beautiful·people. And to ,be crushed, and then PUtt int-o the fire, purified, and 
then he's-aid, "Now aoS' for y-ou, yO'u: need not be afraid; 'refined, until it is made ,pure gold. 'ChrisUan people 
you are qu,ite safe!" . sometime's compllrin when they a,re crushed" ,benea th .the 

" 

, 
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di'Vine presses, when they are pu.t into the fd.re; They "Whom do men say tha.t I the 'Son of man am?" And they 
· say, "What ,is the' use of Ibeing a -Christian? I have a bald Him what they :had heard; that some said He "was 
· hkrder time now than I had Ibefore. I have seen the J eremia:h, some EHas, others said He was one of the 

wicked 'in great power spread,ing themsel'Ves like a g·reen .prophets. Bu.'t He -saiid, "Whom say ye that ~ am ?," T~en 
· .bay tree. As for. me, I am doingthe ibe&t I can,' I am Peter, who was never backward in answering, said, 
trying to w~l'k with God, I am stud,ying'the Word, I am "Thou art the Ohii-srt, the Son of the living God." T,he 
alMdin'g in Him so far as I know how; yet everything Lord answered: an effect, "That ,is right, Peter. Bu~ you 
seems ,to go wrong wdth me. I am under ,the wheel all did, not find that out for yourseli. No .man everldiew 

· 'the time, and in the f:ire. .I -do not see. how it is." T·he -that 'of himself. Blessed art thou, 'Simon Bar-jona: fo·r 
Lord would not waSlte His furnace upon you if you were flesh and blood !hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
n~t really gold. He puts you into the. fire in order that Father -which is in hea'Ven.~' He put the 'light into the 
you may:bepul'ified. - . . candlestick and we are useless to any.bod,y unleSIS God 

1: h'ave seen some people, in my experience as a pastor, Himself Ugh'ts the candlestick., 
who were of 'Very little use until ,the Lord put them to Do not trouble about the lmnd of candlestick you are' 
ibed, 'sent some 'affliction, or tribula'tion upon them, imd -the s-hape Qf ,it, the 'beauty of 'it, Ibecause .when the 

. then He turned them ,into gold, and made a golden candle: light is really ibU·rnirig people do not 'think about tlie 
stick of them.' I have . often -toM you :Of a woman I us·ed candlestick. The only kinid of candles-tick that. people 
to'know"in London, Who had beeIJ'bed:ridden, when I knew ·admire.is the candleStick that h'as no 'J,j'g,ht dn ·it. You 
.her ·f.iT'st,[or three or four years. I visited 'her several go ,into a hou'se :when the electric light is on, and look at 

· years after'~ ibecaine p~stor of this church, so that for the eand,les.ticks and say, "Oh, are they not lovely'? Where 
more -than twenty yea'rs, ;1iO my knowledge, she ,had never did, you get them? How much did you pay ·fOT them?" 

... ri'sen from her bed. ,She was never 'free from 'Pain. But . But i'f -the electri~ 'l'ight were out, and the candre Durning 
she was a gold'en candlestick, the . light WalS always Iburn-. in the iniddle of the table, they would never even see the 
'ing 'brightly· in her; and .peo.pIe came by scores and .hun-. canidlestick aft all. T,hey would-say, "You a·re fortunate ,to 
d'reds to her :bed:s'ide just to hear her -testimony .for the ''have a Hght when aH the rest of the lights are 'gone out." 
Lord Jesus Christ. When the light is in a man, people win see the tru.th. 
. Now ·that ,i,s our miSlB-ion; we are to Ibe·cand"les'ticks. It is a poor Ibusiness when people tal'k ,much about the' 

Th'en,. in the next place, a eandlestick ha's no light of preacher and '-the church. T·hat is my constant fear for 
its own; it is only a eand'lestick, or a lampsiand, if you this cnurch. I 'hear people so constantly talking about 
like. Gold cannot gi.ve l,i'ght. Put. a golden' candlestick JarV·is Street! J"1ll"V'is 'Street'! JaIlVis IStreet! WeB, per
in a dark room, 'anid you will never get any light fTo~ ha.ps it· can be 'explainedon tihe ground- that there a,re 
it, no ma'bter how -beautifully it may halVe 'been moulded, so m~ny who do not like us., and who say so many un~ind, 
no m:a;tter how pure the. gold. "Gald has no light 'inherently'; . thin-gs about us, that when occasionally 'you' hear a good 
.it cannot shin-e .of itself; it is made ;to Ibear another word- spoken-you want to pass it on. But let us cease to 
!i·ght. Th'us, the Qhdsbian has no. light of his own. You think ·a.bou:t these things. Never mind' the cand'lestic~s 
have no-,Hght of youT' own, not a bit. If there -be 'some so much, ,but let us think 1l190ut the light,and as-k whether 

, . young man here who says, "But, 'S'ir, {.got a d-egree I-ast . we are giving a light to the -world. "No man, . when he 
spring, al!,d I' am going ito 'get :anOther OI).-e pretty !!Qon; hath lighted a: candle, putteth ,it in a secret place, neither 
I ibelong to the ed'ucated class" - I do not care to what under a bushel;" you read this morni~g, "but on a 
dass you .belong, if you are a·s wise as' f.if'ty Ahithophels,' candlesbick," ,that they 'whi~h come in may see the l,igM. 
if 'you 'haye' 'the. wisdom o.f ten .'Solomons, you have no Thaifi is our 'business, to ibe candlesticks here in Torontp, 
light of you·r own. It.is not pos-si,b'le. for anyone of him- where we work, among our f,riends; perhaps out in 
self, apart fr()m 'God, to g'li'Ve Hgh-t.. China, or Africa, wherever the Lord may send us, our 

business is .to 'bear His light;. And remember' we have 
"The whole .w-orid !Was lOst in ,the daIikness of sin, 

The Li:ght of the W'ol"ld is Jesus! 
Like sunsh~ne aot n-oO'llklaoy His glory shone in, 

The Ught.m the w'o1':14 i-s Jesu's!" . 

none' of our oWn. ' 

n. 
Now in·a simple word, WHAT IS.THE LIGHT? We'll, -it is 

A candlestick wi,thotit li'ght in it 'is not 'a bit of use. I always- two-fold. Every 'candle ha-s two elements in it . 
. would· rather. ha;Ye ·a broken bottie with a dip candle in In every candle there is, the wicJc and the wax, or the 
it on a dar.k night, :than the finest golden candlestick in congealed solid oil about 'the wick. If it is a -lamp, the 
the world without a candle in it. A little hit of a mission. oil -is liquid. It flows up thl'ough the wick ·and 'gives 
somewher.e composed, -of uncuJti.vated people,-:men who f,ight to all ,in the 'bouse. There are those two elements 
-have never been to school at all, men who do violence to . in the testimony of every ibeliever, and in the testimony 

~ the king's. ,English every time they open their lips, men of the chureh. T,here is t~e wick, and there is ,the oil. 
Who may 'be 'Very' coarse, 'and, as yet, almost vulgar in Do you know that we are put in trust with the gospel? 
their speech,' rough in their dress, without education at You and 'I are to know ou·r Book. If you 'like, this is 
a'Il, Ibut -who know God, and in whom the light of God's the wick. We are to know the great principles of. the 
truth burns. 'bl'li'ghtly, a little mission· or a little church gospel. Our hearts and minds «hould· be stored·'Wi-th,them. 
like that, I say, is wor.th a miHion times more to the We . should be_full of the truth of the gospel ·so that we 

. worI'd than the greateSlt ca,thedral on earth from which ar-e able to quote' the Word of God, to expound the Word 
the Spi.rit of God is absent. . . of God .. 

We ha'Ve no light of our own. You Sunday School I have an ambition for -every member -of -tMs church 
teachers ·came this morning to you·r class to' ,be - what? ,that he or s-he should be a ca-nidiJestick with a canale in 
To .!be ·a cand'lestic'k to 'those scholars? I hope you were it,' a light bearer,. so that if you meet the da'rknes's' of 
a golden ·candlestick. But you had no li'ght whatever o~ Rus-selIism, you win ha'Ve the l'ight of God's truth to 

. your own. You' remem~er how Jesus said, ,to His disciples, .' &hin~ U:pq:n ~~~ "':!'~~ ~~~. ~s ~r.q~ pf ~n ~h'E1 ~rr~rs ~ha~ 

I 



,. 

6. (llS) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and.PROTESTANT ADVOCATE J1in.e 7, 1956 

a-lje aibroad to-day. To the' na;tu'ral darknes's of the human 
mind you should he ahle to bring the truth of the gospel, 
and ·bealble ·to tell W'ho Jesus is, and where He came from, 
and that His 'life did not begin itt Bethlehem. It never did 

. beg.in. There never was a time when He was' not; from 
everlasting to everlasting He i's ·God. We ought to know 

· all these things about 'Chri·st, how He died,' why He died, 
what He' died: for; 'how men are salVed, and how they are 
born ·again; what it means to be justjfied, what -it is' to 

· be sanctified ; what it means to live a worthy Christian 
fife. All these th'ings we ought to know; 

, Too 'often, though, when we know .,them, they are' only 
wicks. You call set a 'light to a wIck, and 'have nothing 
bu't smoking flax. 'Try burning 'apiece of wick with no 
oil in it .. set a -light to ·a .piE.'ce. of ·rag of so:r;ne sort, and 
you will see ·how ~it makes the darkness' denser and more 
offensive. 'It will fdll the room with a di-sagreea:ble odor 
-smoking ·flax! But if there ibe oB, the oU win come 
through the wick, and, ·give 'light to ·all in the house. 
Thus the oil of the Holy 'Spirit IrlUSt 'be 'in everyone of 
us. "Have ye 'received the Holy Ohost s-ince ye believed 1" 
Are you depending upon the power of the Holy Spir>it in 

· your 'd~ily life?1 When you try ·to witnes's for ·Christ, is 
it in·thes.p'ir-it of one who thlrrks he i·s very dever, and 
'is 'going to succesduHy. a'rguea paint with someone? I 
'know many professing 'Christians like that. They can 
meet you '0J! any subject -whatever. They ibring out their 
Bi'bles, and .think they can drive you into 'a. corner in 
your arguments. You ,get noth'ing but 3>·smoking ·flax -
and everyone wants to ·r-un away from it. There 'is no 
profit ,in tha't at ~'ll. B'Ut when the truth 'Of the gospel ,is 
set on fiTe :by the Holy ,Ghost, -and when a man bears 
witness Ibecause he must, :wberever 'he is, then it will give 
light; anid people wi~'l soo th-R!t they are OIL the ed'ge of 
the precipice ··and wi'll ,turn i'ight-a:bout-face, and turn 'to 
God. 

\ T,hat is a ·simplestory, is it not? What a lot of candle
sticks we have here" What a torchlight procession we 

'Ought to be a:ble to conduct here in Toronto! How many 
&treets ought we to :be aible to light up with the gospel! 
How many homes, how many offices, how many sch()o'ls, 
how many c'lass-rpoms, how many towns, 'how many prov
inces, how many continents we should be able to light! 
We have young men and women here who oug.ht to be 
bearers of :the light of the go.spe} to the uttermost -parts 
of-,the earth. But if weare going to do n, we must bear 
it at home f.irst. I .have not mUch .conf.idence 'in thE.' 
young man who comes and say-s, "I -want to be a . minis
ter" who has not been used of God ~.n his every-day.life_ 
r say to -him, "W'hat~.have you done?" "I have not done 
any:tb'ing." "How 10ri!g have you Ibeen a Christian?" ·~Oh,. 
a year or so." "Have, you won anyonelto Christ yet?" "I 
do' not 'know." "Have you tried?" "WeU, I fear not very 
hard but I should like to ,be 'a -minister." "Have you 
born~ witness to the Lord Jesus in the ·place where you 
work." "Wen, no;' I did ·not -think of that. t always 
thought I should like to preach from the pulpit." "You 
have not done any.thing at all" "No." "WeI-I, th~n. -go -back 

1 

to make it 80 simple that even a child will know aU about 
the candlestick. Spurgeon once 1!aid that Baptists were 
"dips". You 'know what a.dip candle is? Oh, no; you 
are too young! . 

S-haU we -come to Him' this morn-ing? If you have OO't_· 
been made dnto a candlestick, or made -into gold, let- Him 
make 'you into a 'goiden cand'lestick, and dter He has 
done th:at ask'Him -to make the 'Ught to bu-rn. 

'III. 
"In the midst of the seven 'candlesticks one Hke unto 

the ,Son of man." Bu.t -that is t'Oo bi-g a su-bject to· touch 
t-his morning. There He is, trimming the lamps, and light
ing them. If you will say to Rim this morning, "Here I 
am, Lord, I want to car.ry a candJe. I do not care where 
you put me, whether in,Toronto, or in 'China, or in Afric~, 
wherever you want :me, on'ly -make me a candlestick", and 
you will find that He wi'll come and light you, arld give 

, you. oil; 'and before next .sunday you will -say, "Is ,it not 
wonderful, -the Lord used me to lead someone to Christ 
this week. I woride·r how it h-appened tha·t \1 have Ibeen 
a Ohristian so long, and have· never led anyone to Christ, 
so ·far as I know. But I just ,gave myself up to the Lord, 
and asked Hhn to help 'me to witness' for Him, and 'be
fore a week is past· someone is born again through my 
'tesltimony" . There is no joy in 'the wor.ld Hke Itb'a t. Let us 
pray thatit may be so! 

"I' am so glad -that our Father in heaven 
T~ns oil His 10ve in -the 'Book lHe ,has given, 
Wonderful thiJ1lgs in !the ·Bi!ble I. see: 
This is the dearest, 1ihat Jesus loves me." 

SEMINARY QUART~'ITE RECORD 
The International. Quartette of Toronto· Baptist Sem: 

inary has just concluded a'n inspi-ring -tour of a number of 
evan'gelical Baptist churches in Ontari(). Those who 
heard this slng.ing group have testif~d-that it compares 
favou,raib'ly with many better known ·quartettes. Indeed 

. the response was so encouraging that' the quartette has 
'made a record-ing and now offers this record to any who 

_des-.re it. 
A twel-ve inch; 78 r.p.-m.· hig:h quality .record, it sells 

far only $1.50. The songs which ·are recorded are, "Were 
You.There When T'hey Crucif,ied My Lord.?", the Twenty
Fou-rth Ps·aIm, and, "I Stand Amazed". -The selections 
and the quartette are introduced by P,ast()l' S. Dempster 
who was the.preacher during the tour. 1 

Those who desire recprds' should write immediately to Mr. 
S. Pourret; "Records", 130 Gerrard· St. E., Toronto 2, Ontario. 
Enclose $1.50 for each record desired. 

\"::0' 

SUNDAY IN JARVI'S-'STREF;T 
The pastor preached at 'both services on the past Lord!s 

Day. In -the mornin'g his subject was,' "P~ter's Repent
ance"; in the evening 'he Slpoke on, "A Call to Remem
brance". 

At the communion service which followed the' evening 
service five were recei-ved i-nto church membership. 

-and d()- something 'before you talk .about heing a minis-
ter." Get ,the light burning -in the candlestick, and go WORLD CONGRESS OF FAITHS! 
and bear light somew.here, If you have got a :bright liglit. In the May 11 is·sue of the Church of England Ne'1J.ls-
the Lord wi'll soon find a place for the candles-tick. He paper ('Great Bl'Iitain), there appea.rs a small advertise
will put you in a 'd·ark room somewhere; so that you will ... ment telling of the meetin.,g of a World Congress of Faiths: 
have plenty of opportunity: to witnes-s. I P.articipating-in the .discussion were the Canon of West-

[ have tried to ma:ke this profound pa:.~sage ~ about . minster and rePresentatives f-rom the f()Howing religious 
which schola~s make so much - ~ have deliberately tried -Buddhist, M()slem, "Christian", Jewis'h and Hindu. 



'-

I· 

I' 

June 7,1956 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTEST ANT ADVOCATE (119) 7 

NEW PERSECUTION IN' COLUMBIA' . . 

30. Churches Closed In One Month 
Seven 

\ 
Pastors Jailed 

I N AN intensified campaign against the Protestant 
m~nority -tl:t'e 'Colombian ·government closed thi.rty· 

churches and jaHe9- seven Protestant pas.tors last. month 
(Aprin. The Rev. JO'hn Dyck, Mennonite Brethren'mis
sionary from Vancouver, Canada, was fined-$l,OOO which 
he ltviIl .have, to pay' upon 'returning 'to his residence in 
Istmina .. D-epaTiment of Choco, where the government 
has just closed 'five Mennonite churches. J 

The civH authorities. in th~ Depa·rtment of Santander 
closed fou.r churches' of 'the Four-Square Gospel (Pente
costa'l). Ten churches of the Evangelical Alliance were 
closed in 'the Depa·rtment o'f Norte de Santander, seven 
of the In~eramerican Ohurch in the Department of Boli
vaI.:, two churches of ,the Baptists in the Amazonas De- . 
partment and two' of ·the Lutherans in the Department 
of Boyaca. Of these thirty chuTChes only two were out
side the "Mission Territories". It must be noted .that 
the boundaries of -these territo.ries were recently changed 
so th8;t seventeen of the above mentioned churches 'were 
il}cluded, as w~ll as the 'others which were already within 
the boundaries. 

The Mini~ter of Gov~rnment. Dr. Lucio Palbon Nunez, 
for a long time 'has limited seriously.the rights of Colom
bian P'rotestants in the Miss·ion Territories, .but always 
permitted them the right to hO'ld religious servi:ces i,n 
their churches. But with -Government Order No. 4004, 
of November 25. 1955, the Minister ordered the definite 
prohibition. of Protestant services, both private and pub
He, inside or outsid~. of thechuroh buUdings within the 
Mission Territories. The only form of reUgious' service 
permiMed the Protestants in thos'e places is prayer in 
the home of a foreign P·rotes.tant. To Colombian P'rotes
tants not _even that ·mini-mum concession is granted. The 
application of Government Order No. 4004 will affect 
many other churches including the largest Protestant 
church in Colombia, :the church in Barraneabermeja which 
has 'an attendance of 1,700 people. . 

. Protestant medical work has also been prohibited, eS'pe
ciaIly in Ch.oco where the mayor of Istmina clos'ed ·a 

. M'ennonite d-is-pensary. 'Last month in Noanama. in the 
same department, a Colombian child of Protestant parents 
'was dying in the 'Presence of two Protestant nurses who 
had medic.ine on hand 'but the clv·iJ authorities/would not 
permit the' nurses to intervene in the case. " 

In the village of Palomino, Department ·of Bolivar, two 
P'rotest~nt pastors were jailed and put ·.in stocks. In 
Socot'a, in the same department, three Lutheran pastors 
were jailed. When they were visited by ariother pastor 
he atlso was taken pr,isoner. In Achi, Bol,ivar, also in 
April, another P·rotestant pastor was jailed. 

The paris'h priest of Socata' on 'tW() ocCIRsions led. pro
cessions to the jail where 'four Protestant pastors were 
confined and shouted': "Long. live the 'Catholic' Church, 
down with the Protestants!" 

75 Christians Martyred 8 Year.s 

When a mob of·twenty fanatical Catholics tried to kill 
the members of the Chris·tian and Missionary Alliance 
congregation in La Plata, HuHa ·Department, the mayor 
and the governor of the department refused to provide 
protection for the Protestants. The governor of the -de
partment told the- pastor., "T,he police nave the rig'ht to 
fil"e at meetings where communism i·s suspected." This 
accusation that Protestant 'Christianity in Colombia is 
related ·to international communism has been reiterated 
recently by the h,ighest ·governmental and eccles·iastical 
authorities. The President of Colomibia, General Gustavo 
Rojas Pinilla',in his New Year',s add:res's, in January· 
1956, said that the communists are using the Protestants 
in their effort to conquer the countr.y; 'and the Catholic 
bishop of Cali, Dr. JuIio 'Caicedo said. in a pastoral letter 
this- year that the majority of the Protestants, Colom
bians. as well as foreigners, are related, to communism. 
Thi~ accus{1.tion has been ·repeated. by the Catholic clergy 
from their pulpits, 'by radio and in- their pubHcalions. 
J.mmed-ia;tely after the sermon deHvered by Bishop F·ran
cisco 'Gallego Perez at his outdoor mass in the Central 
Square ·in Barranquilla on May 1st, there were shouts of 
"We don't want the PrOtes.tants!" "We don't want the 
communists !" 

. . A Call to Prayer 
The Evangelical 'Confederation of Colombia, in view 

of the cruel suppres·sion of Protestant Christian work 
in tp,is country, invited aN the believers in Colombia and 
around the world to a. Day of Prayer and Fasting, May 
13, 1956. Special ;prayer was aS'ked for the many Ewn
geHcal cliurches closed in Colombia, fOT the pastors and 
members who suffer in the prisons for the Cause of. 
Christ, and for freedom to 'hold' services throughout the 
country.. 

Prohibition of Protestant Worship Servi~es and the 
Closing of a Chapel . 

In April 1956, the government official of Palomino 
'Bolivar Department, ord'ered the closing of the P.rotes~ 
tant ,·chapel in the v.mage of 'Colorado, which is' in -his 
jurisd'iction, propibiting as well aU services in that vii· 
lage. Some church members were going out into the 
street ·after having attended' a serv,ice when they were 
detained !by the local priest who told them that services 
were prohibited by the mayor. The next day they were 
visited 'by the .police who .arrested two of them, beating' 
and mistreating them. 

Interruption and Prohibition of Protestant 
. Instruction. Class 

IOn April 11, 1956, an Eva,n:gelical meeting was being' 
held with some. c~ldren. in the village of El Palmar de 
Varela, Atlantico Department, when ·two policemen a·r-

" 
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rived using extremely coarse language. The~ ,took away 
the pa'pers which ·bhe children had in th'eir hands "s'aying 
~hat thatreUg·io!1 . 'was, prohibited: The" leaders' of the 
meeting, ~Sr" Luis Barros· and :Sra. Hilda de Camargo, 
were taken to ·the poloice station. .In the public school, 
1;he ~ame children were punished by having to stand in 
the sun with thei-r hands raise4 .. 

suspected that the service was a communist meeting, in
asmuch as the communist meetings -were being held under 
the name of the P'rotestants, in .whieh case the attack 
was jUstified._ . -

Anti-Protestant Campaign -. 
. March 4, 1956, 'in the v,Hlage of Gi-gante, Hu"ila Depart

ment", the parish priest !began a s-ix ,months' campaign 
Prohibition of Protestant Services against the 'Protestants of .that community, say.ing that 

In March 1956 the government official in Guaj-ira de- they are R danger and a threat to .the Catholics of the 
nied Rev. Roy E. True permission to hold Evangelical villa'ge and that that region must be cleansed of that 
ser-v-ices in a plac,e· close to Puerto Lopez, stating that it ev.il plague. . 
was proMbited. . . Evangelical Member'Insulted by a Priest 

Obligatory Catholic Teaching in Protestant School Februa::ry' 12, 1956, in the village o~Mont~mita, Prov-
In -Soga-moso, in Boyace 'Department, the mayor ordered ince of 'Caqueta, ·an Italian priest insulted 'R 'Protestant 

.Miss Trella HaU,' principa'l o{ the American ISchool in be~iever with unjust words -an~ ()!bli~ed -him to take. ·his ' 
that village, to employ a Catholic teacher in her school chIldren to the Roman Cathohc church to :be baptrted, 
To -that end. he brought ·pressure to bear on some of the -. The I!,ame da'y the mayor of tliat place sent a not.e to the 
parents to say that their ch'Hdren were Ca-tholic and Protestant pre'acher prohibiting his -holding religious 
,therefore . the school wmiid be obliged to employ a Catho-~ sennices in t.hat reg~6n; . 
lie teacher. -She was ,threatened with a fine of $200 if 
she ·d.id, not htire·tbe 'Catholic teacher-.. The fine·was later 
'increased $400 and ·she had -to pay it .in spite' of a com
munication ,favorahle to her from the National Ministry 

. : of Education whi~h r.utled that'the father's !i.~la:ra.!ion of . 
a child's reUgion at the' time of enroUment determined 
the religion of t·he pupil, and that .the enrollment" book 
of the school .was to be the authority on the issue as to 
whether ~he student' was' Catholic or not. 

Proseiytism by Threat in a Commercial School 
. On' F-ebrua.ry 22nd, 1956, 'in the city of BarralJ.quilla, 

Depa,rtment of Atlaptico, -Cathol-ic pnest Ciro Avila 
threatened ·Srta. Amelia Dagand withlos'ing her year' 
of ··studies if she wou.ld not be converted .to ,the' Catholic 
religion. 'Srta. Dagand lis in :the last· year of the' Com
mercial Course in the ,Centro Tecnologico de' Bar·ran
quma. 'She wa,s also orde'red ,to tell the priest, who is 
teacher. of. religion in that school, what wli·s said ·and done 
in. the Presbyter-ian Church. . . '. 

. Arrest of Protestants' for Holding Services 
.April 11, 1956, in the vHlage of Tamalam·atque; Depart-

, . '!Dent .0(Magdalena,. twelve Evan:geI-ica-I.believers were 
baken ibefore the loca'l mayor for· hold:ing services and 
eaehon~ was fined 20 pesos or :ten days -in jail. As they 
chose the la·tter the four men were put into jail for t,,· 
d·ays and the eight 'women were detained ~n another place. 
'Dhe mayOt' declared that Protestant ,meetings were pro

.hibited. 

Prohibit jon of Protestant 'Services " 
&priI 3, '1956, in the vnIage:'of-Istmina, .choco Depart

·ment,' the -miIitli-ry official, Lieutenant Marceliano Silva, 
sent Rev. John Dyck a note pr<yhibiting his holding Pro
teStant services for tthe peopie' of tthalt region, sinoo' the 
religion of the country is the Romah Catbolic, and threat
en.ing to treat the violation of the note as 'It ·police offence. 

Suspension of Services in Amazonas 
During the fi·rst days of April of 1956, in the y·iJlage 

of Leticia, -capital of the prov,ince of Amazonas, Coronel 
Oscar Arce Herrera, Civi-I and Mi-Jitary Head of th'e Prov
,ince, I"eceived· a note from the national governm~nt order
ing him to pu:t into effect the 'Govenment Order 'No. 4004. 
which stated 'the 'wbsolute ,prohibition of Protestant serv
,ices .. in· that region. Rev. Blakely Rogers, resident pastor, . 
asked fQr ·an explanation and the 'General ISecretary of 

- the. Minist~y, Dr. 'Carl~s ... Valdetrama Ordonez answered 
that in Mission Terr.itories, which include the Amazonas 
. Province, only ·Catholic mi·ss·ions can function, For this 
.reason . evangeHcal work ,is today paralyzed in~ all the 
Province of Amazonas. . - . . 

Protestant Evangelist. Expe~led 
On May 111, 1956, in -the viIIa'ge of Peque, Antioquia 

Department, P'rotestant evan~loist, Sr. Juan de Jesus 
Varela was taken thy some soldiers -before . 'the military 
~ayor at the, close of an evangelical service. After abus
ing -and insulting him, he was ,given twenty-four hours 
-to leave the v-illage under ·thre·at of a fine of 500' pesos, 

. ·it beirig said thtat ·his serv,ices were a mockery to the 
'Protestant Service Interrupted with Threats Catholic relighm and were prohibited. -Sr. Va'rela had to 

M~rch 11, 1956, near the village of La Plata, Huila -leave ali his things and leave 'immediately for Medellin. 
Department, a·s mentioned a'bove,· a 'group 'of Protestant He aske.d for a written copy of the order to leave 'but the 
members were holding asel'Vliee when they were inter- mayor 'refused to give'dt to him. 
rupted ,by a mob of. twenty men armed with knives and .' tSinee~1948, tha.t de . during Ithe lam eight yeaI"S, 'the ··Col
stones. Using coarse langua"ge they threatened' to kiH· ombi-an Prote$tiants have suffered the following: 
all of th~, staying:th~t very .soon aH the Prot(!stants in . 46 church buildings destroyed by fire or dynamite 
that regIon ~~uld be eJcl;er~mat~d. T~e. ~aYQr of La· .. 75 believers killed beCause of their religious faith 

. P,lat~ was ad~lsed. of. the -!lttac~ hut S'ald .tha~ he could More than 200 schools closed 'by the government. 
not do anythmg untd he 'recelved an order ·from the ., . " . 

. Govel'I!-or o{the .n~partment. The 'pastor and one mem- "-Lmt'l,'f/, Amencan News Letter, May, 1956. 
ber took ',debtez: from ,fihe mayor to' the governor advis
ing him of. the. tincident,but the governor refused to help 
<them. The Secretary of the Ministr'y of. Government, 
Dr. Gerardo Pastrana, said that the t~enty armed'men 

''Dhe saddest pIcture at the Judgment Ba·r of God is 
·that man who stands there with the blood of some un-

. saved soul OJ) his hands.' -L. R: SCARBOROUGII 

I 



.. 

.' 

r 
i. 

~ 
~; 

/ " 

June 7,1956 THE GOSfEi" WITNESS and PROTEST ANT ADVOCATE (121) 9 

Should H Healer" be· Put Off the .C.B.C.? 

SOME private television ,stations acrOBS Canada ~arry 
the. religious program which features .oral Roberts, 

prominent eV'angeloist-'healer f~om Tulsa; .oklahoma. Into 
the living ,rooms of many 'homes, then, comes t.he message 
and ~·pectacular methods of this' Pentecostal preacher. 
With the 'healing extra.vagances of Mr. Roberts, we have 
no sympathy whatever nor do we appreciate his 'brand 
of ·showmanship hut, in the name of libe,rt.y, we would 
strenuously resist any move lto have him .banned on 
Canadi,an radio and television. ' . 

DUlling the past week, a Lutheran representative on 
the ar:bitra,ry National Religious Ad;visory Council of the 
CBC declared that. if··a sufficient number of protests 
cou'ld be receiveq' albqut the .oral .Roberts program, the 
committee would ,recommend·that it ,be ibanned in Canada. 
Just how despotic can these ·smaH-timeclerical dictators 
Ibecome? W,itfi'the extravagances hf Mr.. Roberts' program 
we :have·no more sympathy than'does the Lutheran min
ister althou'gh witii. Robe'rts' decfaration of. the way of 
salvation, we would .~oncur in the 'ma,jn; . nevelltheless, 
things have reaclied,·iI. sad 'state "in a free land when" a 
board ofcensorsjs :to !be aHowed' to ban 'all religious pro-
grams which appea,r offensive to it. ' 
. It strikes us' th~t this. ,is !but the. :beginning. 'Already i~ 
the U.S.A. the Na.tionalCouncil of 'Churches has advo-' 
cated that the national networks there r.efrain from seIl
ing 'l'eligious 'broacdcast. time. IIi this way, they would 
Ibar from the' air the var.ious evangelical broadcasts and 

. substitute instead' the National CouncH-a,pproved "free 
time:' ibroadcasts.· In ,Cjmad~ the :whole proces's should be 
even easier for· 'here th~ network is government-owned 
and opemted:' 'and .is' advised on,' religious matters 'by a 
select company of ,"Protestant" and Roman Catholic 
representatives.··· . 

One may 'be ·su.;·e. that' if" the CBC bans the Roberts' 
program in Call'llda, the precedent is set ami, at the behest 
of the Religious- ~dv,isoryCouncil, any program could 
be :banned .. For the sake of freedom, then, "Healer" Rob
erts should not be banned iby the CBC. 

"HOT ROD" RELIGION OF U.S. BROADCAST 
SCORED BY CLERGY 

. "Hot rod' evali:gelisJ;ii.';;vas·criticized before the Fowier C~m
mission· on broadj:8stipg 'by the National Religious Advisory 
Council of the CBC. ,.' 

The progra~ sing.ed· out was Ute Oral Roberts show from 
the U.S., which· deals. with spiritl!-al healing. The CBC does 
not carry it but so~e pr:ivate stations do: . 

Rev. Charles . Lamphier, Roman 'Cath'olic representative on 
~he council, called the show a particularly bad example of 
religious broad,casting. . . . . 

Rev. George :Bornema~n, Lutheran representative; said there 
had been private~ complaints to the committee but no organ
ized protes.t.. . I ". 

He said he felt that. if protests were made, the committee 
would recommend the CBC ban the program in Ca~ada. 

The Council reveid!id' diff.~rences of opinion about commer
cially sponsored r~ligious programs, w'hichCBC re~lations 
prohibit:, ... , .,. , .... ;.:,; '-~ '_G •• : - .' .• 

:: Wouldn't 'Suffer 
Father La~phier -f~~ th~re wet:e many good types of re

ligious progra·ms. w'hich would not suffer from commercial 
sponsorship. Rev. Dr. I. R. ,Mutchmor, of the United Church; 
was opposed. • . : 

The brief expre~sed satisfaction generally ·with: CBC treat
ment of religious. programs. It also conceded some private 
stations were doing·good work in this field. . . , 

.--

Soviet Clergymen if' America 

DP~ING t~,is ~oIlth a delegation of nine Soviet church
. men wiH visit the United ·States. The chairman of 

the group is Metropolitan N'icholas of. -the Russian Ortho'
dox Ohu,roh; in addition to this .dubious distinction. he 
-is also the founder of the Communist World Peace 'Coun
cil. ActuaUy his position clearly ind'icates that he is a 
devotedserv·ant of the Red -state; s·hould. anyone dou,bt 
this, however, his own utterances will serve to demon
strate cle'arly th3!t the NationalCouncH of Churches in 
the U .. S.A. is actua'\1y welcoming a convinced' Red or a' 

. weak puppet who 'poses as a servant of Ohrist. 
We l,ist ,be'low 'some quotations from addresses , ,by this' 

churchman in order that· oU'r readers may gain some 
understanding of his re8!1 natu·re. All of'these quotations 
are -ta'ken from the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate 
and ~o have had his approval, . , 

'~The ideas of :hatred of humanity ·are innocuJated in 
child.ren and young people on' a 'broad s~le in the 
U.S.A .... It is ,thus that the ·American kindleI'S 'of 
war try to raise. murderers from .their tender years."·.·, . 
(Spe~h iIi V.ienna, November, 1951). . , 

"They (the Americans) dream of 'l'~aliziIl'g, that Oyer: 
which Hitler hr~ke his neck: to turn. the whole world. 
into their colony, and aJil humanity~into slaves of Am~ 
erican miHionairesand IbiUionaires. ,They intend not 
only to liquid'ate the fruits of vietory' over fascism, 
but to plan:t the most ·sombre reaction throughout' the 
e~tire terrestrial' glObe. The entire policy of the 
Anglo-American aggressive block is' di,rected towards 
this criminal pllr.pose ... " (Speech in Augl,lst, 1951). 

Rather than 'multiply the fian3!tical ravings of· thi.s Red 
clergyman, we merely list some of the lo'ving terms. whic:h 
ArchibislJop Nic'holas has applied ·to Amellica and her 
'allies in. 'his recorded s'peeches. As you read these, re
me'mber that the' modernistic National 'Council of" 
Churches is going to ,rece~;ve this man as ·.a "Christian 
brother" and -that the United Oh'urch of Canada was pre
pared to welcome 'him! He deseri,bes the land (U.S.A.) 
which now welcomes him, as follows·: 

"the bunch of insane 'men" 
"transoceanic lords" .. 
"world 'criminals" 
"the imperialistic clique" 
"American propagandists" I 
"modernized American' monsters" 
"American neofaseists" 
"American criminals" 
"American bandits'~ 

',:. .. 

" 

>Just what game are the modernists 'pJay.ing -by wel
coming, as a brother,' this Red cleric? Surely Christians 
in hoth the National Council of Churches in the ·U.S.A. 
'and the Canadian Council,~f Churches here in the domin! 
. ion would do well 'to :re-examine their affiliations iiI the 
light of t~e welcome being afforded 'ihis Red '.·brot-h~r". 

.. . '. .... ".: ,,~ ... : - . 

God cannot forget' His child. He cannot leave' us to:' 
suffer, imsuccou'red and alone. He' rum to meet the 
prodigal; 'but He rides on a cheru'b, and He flies on the 
wings of the wind to the sinking disciple. . 

-:-F. B. MEYER 
\ 

I,' 
,'. 

". 



." 

10 (122) . THE/GOSPEL WITNEss and PROTESTANT·ADVOCATE· June 7,1956 

'A BIBLE· 'CHURCH , - ITS NATU,RE AND WORK 
THE MISSION OF J'HE CHURCH 

I N THE previous 'Chapter, the nature of the church 
fWiaS ex·amined for it .is impossibie ,to d~scuss· the mis

sion ·or 'Work of the church ·apari from a car~ful consid
eration of its nature. As we now proceed to discuss the· 
nature of the c·hurch, we must marvel at the divine wis
dom displayed in estalblis;hing the loeal church for dt is 
seen to be perfi!Ctly suited: to do gospel work. 

Just 8!S the New Testament ds the source of reference 
in any discussion of the nature of the church, so, too, it 
alone is the 'authorUy -in a consideration of the work 
which 'has heen committed to the loea'! bodies. The pass
ing of the centurie·s Ibetween the ap·ostoHc days and the 
pres·ent time has' not in any way changed the .chullChes' 
sphere ofJa;bour. One hears of the ever-:rec,u·rrjng !peet
ings and conferences which are convened to "reconsider" 
or ".rethink" the work of the church in "the modern 
world": Often ·there is th.e underlying assumption that 
the Bi.blical progr·a-m is ouifmo'ded 'and stand's in need of 
drastic· revision. A ·careful perusal of the New Testa
ment,however, will reveal that ·on !this subject, as on all·. 
others,· the Word C!.fGod speaks wdth an ·amazing rele
vancy. 

New Testa.ment churches must exercise watchfulness 
that they do not depart from th'e New Testament rpro~ 
gram. It is nol" enough to ,boo·iIt·o! Scriptu.raI organiza,tion 
for this must be accompanied IbyScriptural iaiboU'r. The 
Lord has promised to bless only as His work. is done so 
that the chu:rch which ventu·res. into some other alluring 
field of endeavour does ·so at the ri·sk of" forfeiting the 
favour of ~d. .. .. - . 

. Indeed we wouJld da're ,to proceed further ·and declare 
that 'the New· Testament not only defines the f.ield. of 
labou.r of !the churches 'but it also ·lays down definite prin
ciples and methods ... of work. This must not be -regarded 
as an hi&torical accident for the Holy 'Soirit i~tgnds to 
teach 'believers by the exampl~ of. the WQrd of God as 
well as by the precep.ts: The :methods of labour that 
turned the world of tha,t d'ay upside down -are obv'i«;lusly 
ca'lcu'lated to· guide the churches unto .the end of ·time. 
Hence the work of the Lord ,in our day has a definite ,blue- . 
print- to follow ·and ,the very methods that are employed 
must be judged· not merely ,by .• i·results·" but" rather Iby 
their conformity to Ute great prineiple~ of leeripture. :On 
this ,point, the Bible is much more specific than many 

. iealous evangelicals would ca·re to adm,it.. . 

We shall discuss the mis·sion of the church under five 
main neadings and. as weH. shaH 'examine the methods 
whIch are outlined in .sc·rj·pture as sui:ted for these 'Par
ticu'lar ,spheres of labour. :Bare we suggest that these 
five "following spheres of la'bour comprehend ·all the work· 
that is ·requi.red of:a New Testament church? 

1. Evangelism. 
2. Teaching. .. 
3. Admiiiistering the Ordinances.--
4. Missionary Extension. 
S. Works of Mercy. 

In the foIIowing discuss·ion we shaH ex·amine hriefly 
each of these areas of work and note th'e ap9stoltic meth-
od's of appro~ching them. . ./ 

" 

I. EVANGE~ISM 

"Go and Idisciple ... " commanded the· r.isen Lord. 
With thes'~ words, the Creator of ·the ends of the· ea·rth 
commissioned His redeemed peop'le to go for·th with the 
gospel which ·alone can d'eliver men from the bond·age of 
sin. Someone 'Ipayobject ,that the work of evangelism 
is ~ommitted to indiViidual 'believers and not merely to 
the New Testament churches. It is ·ind·eed true that each 
Christian 'is responsible for ,the evangelization of .. -the \. 
lost 'but it must ,be ad1ded ,that the New Testament knows 
noth,ing of an iso'lated Christian who ·is not related to a 

. lo·cal ·assembly! Evangelism is the task of 'believers who 
find their corporate e~pression only iiI a ·local chu·rch. 
After the .first evangelistic :,fermon :that is recorded In· 
the Book of Aots, we re~d that the fruits of evangeli:sm 
were added: to the local church. (Acts 2 :-41, 42). 

lIt is' d-ifficult to ~ve~mpha&ize this .point for among . 
"evangelicals" and among ,many Baptists there is ~uC'h 

,loose, unscriptural thinking and action on this sulbject. 
T·he New Testament is unacquadnt~d with an extra-local 
churc'h .evangelism which does not ;result In tthe alddd'tion 
of Ibelievers to the chu·rch. ·Surely we need not further 
add that nowhere in the New Testament do we find, any 
reference to an evangelism which was sponsored, iby New 
Testament churches and any other Ibodies. To ,the local 
chu·rches and to the local churches alone· tIlhe Lord has 
commItted thols work of works~ . 

EspeeiaUyin a day of numberless ex.tra-chureh" and 
inter-denominational agencies is it necessary to sound 
this note. However weH-rrteaning and spiritual the lead
ers of such groups may .ibe, . iot ,is nevel'lthele&S· imperative 
that we pla.ce ,U~e ernphasi& ",/herethe Lord has .placed >it. 
Fai,thfulness to the Word of .God wiH .force·.us to declare 
that evangelism Js the task of 'the churches. One mu&t 
stand back and: ma·rvelat the infinite ,wisdom of God ·in 
so ordering ·it for, from ·a practical stan'dpo'int, th'e Scrip
tural church alone is suited for this work. 

/,. It is ou·r 'design 'in this discussion to be very practical 
and to that end we shall first- note t;wo. outstanding 
characteri&tics of New Test'ament evangelism and then 
five methods of prosecuting this work: The chu·rches of 
.J esus Christ ·may with· perfect confidence adopt these 
methods ·and· these a'lone, for the church that disca-rds' 
them for cheap, colourful modern' substitutes will. do 
grave harm to ,i,tself and to the souls of men. A prayerful 
acceptance of ·the divinephin for 'evangelism coupled with 

. a deep ·reHance upon the powe~ of the Holy SI)irit will 
'bring heaven's blessing and build up ·spi:ritua,l, conquer
in~ churches. 

Two Characteristics of New TestamenfEvangelism 

Before examining ·the five methods of evangeJ.ism em
ployed in -the early churches, it is necessary that we not-e 
two basic characteri-stics of fhese chu·rche·s. Cold, . .blind 
adherence to the divine program will not suff,ice for the 
S'ecret of the success of this progr~un in the a·postolic 
daYs lay· in the spi-ritua'l wa·rmth and power of the be
loievers ind'ividuaUy ·and corporately. At thi's point, it is 
essential to stress that a balance is required in our 
though:t.. 'Some good ·men emphas·ize that "spiritua-lity" 
is the only ·essential and maintain that it does not ·niatter 
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if we fonow the '8cri,ptu-ra:l pattern of organization. Still 
others co1.ily a-ssert tha't the one prerequisite to ,blessing 
is a -ri'gid 'adherence to the IScriptural organization -with
out any emphasis upon spi:r'ituaHty. Both of these views 
must :be decided-Iy ,rejected 'as doing _injustice to the full 
revelaition of the New Testament. There is -nofull-or:bed 
spirituality apart from obedience -to the Word nor -is 
,there any true adherence to the divine pro,gram apart 
from a deep spil'lituaJity. 

The first characteristic of the early churches to which 
we would draw attention is the dependence upon the 
Holy Spirit. ''Dhe very 'best method ,attempted -in the 
power of Ithe flesh is doomed to ,ignominious failure. 
Powerless mechanics, however glamorous, are poor sub
stitutes for dlivine power. Spurgeon weH decla-res _
'~Souls are not s'aved by 'systems' but by the 'Spirit of 
God. Organizaitions wi:thout the Holy .spirit are like mins 
without power. ,Methods and pl'ans- without the ,grace of 
God 'are pi'pes wi,thoult -water, J.amps ,without oil, 'banks 
without money. Even a church that has an orthodox creed 
and accepts the Bibt:ieal standards is as useless as are 
clouds wi,thout min until power comes from IGod." 

The apostolic churches were deeply conscious- of .this 
J1eed of power 'and obviousIy depende'd upon the Holy 
,Spirit. Someone ,has suggested that the fifoth book. of 
the New Testament could be well nllImed "The Acts of -the 
Holy 'Spirit" rather than "Ads of the Apostles". At the 
very commencement of the book the risen Lord empha
sized their need for div.ine power for serv,ice as He de
clared - ''Ye shall receive power a,fter that -the Holy
Ghost i,s come upon you- ... " (Acts 1 :8). He w~s re-

I mi.nd'ing them that 'a divine work requ,i-red d,ivine p0'Yer_ 
Pentecost stands as a concrete' demonstration of the d'is
ciples~ joyful dependence upon the Spirit. 

The trIumphant wi-tness of th'ese early ,Christians, sing
ly and cor,porately, eannot Ibe explained apa,rt from the 
fact of divine indwelling and guidance. T,heir 'success 
stands as 11 puzzling event if we discount the power of 
God resting upon them and indweJ.ling them. There is 

- a definite connection between the l'l1st two parts of Aets 
4: 311 - "they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, AND 
they spoke the Word of .ood with boldness." BoJd.nes's in 
evangelism ,is desirable if it is in ~h'e 'Spi,rijt; if it is a 
boldness iri the f.Iesh, it wi'll only repel and do harm to 
the cause of GhrIst. 

The second noticeable characteristic of the early 
churches was prevailing prayer. This, of course, is cleariy 

, related to the sense of dependence upon the Spirit. Thefle 
, 'believers resorted to the throne of gmce that they might 

'bring ;the blessing of God down upon their -labours. p.z;ior 
. to Pentecost, the small band is ,descri~bed as follows -

"These all. continued with one accord -in prayer 'andsu-p
pJication .- .. " (Acts' 1:14). Need we wonder that the 
greatest evangelistic meeting of all time fol'lowed ,this 
prayer meeting? 'Immediately after. the grea.t Pentecostal 
'ingaithering we read of the 'disci'ples e,nd the three thou
sand 'baptized converts -- "They continued stediastly in 
the 'apostles' doctrine and, feHowship. and. in 'break,ing of 
hread, and in prayers." (Acts 2:42). ' 

After every type of' experience and before' every im 
a-gina:ble venture, the beliElvers feU ,the need of prayer 
Especially was this true in' the wQrk of evangelization. 
Bouls must Ibe prayed out of the grasp of the wicked one. 
Is it not stH! true that this characteristic is indispensable 
to ,the success.ful 'prosecution of the evangelistic mission? 

, 

Here is -no outmoded practice 'that can be disca:t:ded ,in 
favour of improv"Bd techniques. The truly evangelistic 
church wHI still be characterized by prayer. A prayer- . 
mtuated evangelism was the gTeat . .pattern, of the apos
toHc program an'd must once more Ibe resiored to i'ts 
honoured and central place in the work of the I:.ord.' I 

Methods of Ev.angelism 
This topic is extremity important. Dr. A. W. Tozer 

observes - "The temptation to introduce 'new' things 
into the work of 'God has always been too strong for 
some people to resisi. The church rhas suffered untold 
injury at the hands of well -:intentioned ·but ,misguided 
persons who have fel'ttf;hat they know more aib6ut running 
God's work ,than ,Christ and His apostles did." 

ATe tl!.ese mddca! innovations, having no scriptural 
'support by precept or prindple, aetu~lIy necessa,ry? If 
they are, then we must- take, the same ground- as modern
isis and declare'that the Word of God is not a sufficient 
guide even in matters spiritual. We 'refuse to take such 
unb~na:ble ground but stedfastly affirm that in the pages 
of the New Testament are found Iboth the pro'gram of the 
church and even the method:s to be 'employed ,in carrying 
out t~at prog,ram .. 

In the matter of. ev'angelism, we find five methods 
that were used ,in New Testament days-and are applicable 
to this very rhour. (.our remarks about Ithe methods of 
evangeJ.ism 'are 'also applicable to the, methods of teach
ing) . Thes'e five methods are: -

1. PUlblic proclamation 
2. Personal testimony 
3. Visitation . 
4. Literature 
5. ,Song 

,Spectacular movies, dramatic: pl'esenta.tions and "Sita'r" 
converts ,may all h'l1ve more g,lamou,r but the Word sets 
these .five methods' forth as 'having the ,divine sanction. 
That which contriibuted .to turning the world upside down 
in -the fi,rst century should surely command ou'r ,respect 
and 'attention in the twentieth century. 'Let us examine 
these ,divinely-appointed methods of evangelization. , 

I. Public Proclamation_ 
"In the Old Testament, as well as ,in the New, when 

God' would impart His mind. to men- He embodied it in 
a message aHd sent men to 'proclaim it." (A. W. Tozer). 
This ,triumphant 'declaration of the message of 'God was 
conceived, to be the chief function of both the ,prop'liet 
and ,the 'apo'stle. T~e burning. conviction of the Old 
Testament prophet that God's Word "was .in mine heart 
as a burning fire S'hut uip' in my Ibones, and I was weary 
with for-bearing, and I could not stay" finds an echo ,in 
the 'great a-po~le of the New Testament - "Woe unto me 
,if I preach not the gospen" ('J'er. 20:9; 1 COr. 9.;'16). 

If we faB to sense 'the pl'imaey of preaching in the 
apostolic days, we must find. the Book of Acts ,and the 
epistles to Ibe enigmas. They v.i,brate with a sense of 
urgency that finds its expression in the ,public proclama
tion of -the 'gospel 'herald. Thus the atmosphere of the 
New Testament ,is not that of the cloistered classroom 
!but is ,rather that of the gi'eat :public market place where 
t!te ,messengers of the King eansou~d forth 'good tidings. 

The various -Greek ,words which are' translated ,a,s 
"preach" in our English New 'Testament convey ,t~ us 
-something of this meanIng. The, one most commonly 
used is evangelizo which means ".to ery or to pr~claim 'as 
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a ·heJ'lald". The other Greek words that are used add _ to come 'and, in God's time, be uS'ed in the -salvation of 
further to enrich the 'concept of preaching - one means that previously prepared, soul. The importance of pe·J!'~ 
to .tell' good news and al}.othe·r means to announce'ihor- sonal testimony was realized not only in the' 'apostolic 
oughly. .' church"es hut -in every revival s'ince that d·ay. 

The apostles placed great emphasis upon this ·public 
proclamation "as ,is evic:l-eheed by the great sermon at 
'Pentecost which m:arked' the advent ,in "His fulness of the 
.Holy· Spirit. I,mmedi'ately there comes to mind other 
-class"ieal '3erinon~ of the Word - Stephen hefore ,his 
accusers, Paul on Mars Hm and Ph.iJip in Samaria. With 
this in~m:ind, Paul solemnly 'reminds the Corinthians that 

'''it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
the,!l1 that believe." (1 Cor. 1:2-1). . 

.Be.cause there is such an ,emphasis upon 'the public 
proclamation of the gospel as the primary method ,in. 
!both evangelism and -preaching, we dare to declare that 
tliis method -is God's own. His seal of ·approval" is upon' 
·it. Still, "-the-order' Of the 'risen Lord rings down the cor
·ridor of time to 'His churehes - "Go' ye therefore into 

.' all the world ·ancLprea.ch th~ gospel to every creature ... " 

3. Visitation 
Clo·s'ely connected wdth tne above is 'the practice of 

visitation. T·he famioliar Sc·riopture declares that "daily in 
the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to. t.each 
and preach Jesus Christ." (Acts 5 :42). The churches of 
our day must 'return to ·this pr.imitive and,' eminently 
successful example. The work of,the Lord ,,'as not· -r~
g·arded as being .Ji.mited to one stated time and' one stated 
place. The hetiev:ers felt impelled to go out daily and to 
vis·it from 'door to door teN-ing·the news of. a Saviour who 
could· save fro~ sin. 

"God never said the lost would' come to church. If 
they should co'me, -it is something :in '~ddition to what 
may 'be exPected; God's program for. the lost is thRt 
the church 'should .go for them."·( Oarl M. Sweazy) . 

. "Preaching· isaiill the 'appointed means'. and al- If this statement . sounds .. ~xtl'eme, it is proba:bly -only' 
though we are "in ·a .day when men wHl not· endure b~aus~ 1;he .churc;h 'pas departe~ so far f.rom -the apostolic 
s~ufid doctrine but have4ear :itch 'hlstead of h·eartbu.rn, . example In't~~s' regard. ahd .·has·subsfi·tu·ted ·a iif~dess pol- .' 

: let us not forget that the command in that very con-icy of waiting for the unsaved't"o come to hear. th~ gOS-' . 
. ' liection is "Preach the Word!" and that God manifests pel. The orderaiill iemai.ns·~ "'Go out R'nd'compel them . 

His Word and· His will ·through preaching." (-Vance to come In." . _ 
Havner). " . , . -'.' 'S~.re~y we .mu~t" -be impressed by the fact that this is 

. The question arises ~ Evep ii 'preaching was' the prim- 'a typ~ of ·evangeHsm t.ha:t can' eng~,ge the attention of 
~ry method of evangelization <in the apostolic days is it all lbe).Iev~rs-: The' publIc proclamatIon of the Word may' 
necessarily true that it should ,be in th-is- day? We'a~swei' be ·the limited sphere of a few -but·every !believer. is quali
with a resounding Yes. The grea-t commisRion whic-h' fied to ·go out and in a:n i.nformal manner visit t}1e homes 

· states believers a.re to go and preo;ch has been neither of'neighbours and tell the· words' of life, Entertainments, 
abrogated nor amended.· It is only at ·grave peril that r~lIies qr mov,ies are po su.bs~it"\lte for thi-s divinebr or
believers· ·wi].) loightly regard either the com~ands or pre-. dered work of viRItin'g ;men ,t6 tal}{ to them a'bou.ttheir 
cepts -of .scr,iop'ture °even \vith reg·ard .to principles and souls'. To. su~h a beJ.iever there is a .promise - "He th8t 
methods·'to'be· employed. in kingdom W<>r.k. goet~. 'forth and weepeth, bearing. precious s'eed, - i!h~ll 

2 P I 'T '. ..' 'doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his she~ves 
, . ers~)Ua . estlmony . . . ' ' .with him." . . 

'The second.method ,employed in evangeJb;ation was that .' 
of pers~nal testimony in which a Ohristian spoke infor~ 4. Literature 
m~lly to 'someone a'hout eternal matters. In' the fife of Another method in New Te.3tameiIt·e.vangelism .was the 
Paul ·we see -this method exemplified for, although P'aul uS'e -of' literature, Fifteen 'hundred years -before the 
was a mighty. preacher, he was as well 'a witnessinv; printin.g p.ress. was invented and the world was flooded 
Christian .who mRde lise of every opportunity' to speak with its .producti9n,.' the servant~ of GQd made. use of let-
"for th.e ·SaY,iour.· ~mmediately· there comes .to· the mini! te:l'S t.o carry on tli~ work of God.. I .. 

·several recorded instances of Paul's personal testimony lT~e New Testament epistles themselves are choi<:e e~-
_ - the Phil.ip.pia,n jailer, .Felix, Festus, Ag-riopPa. We may' '~ihits -of this method of evangelism ·and .teaching. Paul's 

• :be. ·assured that 'there are seoresand hund'reds' of other ~pistle to the Romans,.in addition -to. 'being a weighty 
-:instances. ''fJhat have not heen recorded by the pen. of t~eologic~l ·treatiRe for '!~'elievers, is an ilIu-stl'lious ~x- "' 
inspi-~ation. " a·mple o~ 'gospel literat~re that has infh.lenced multitude~, 
· .. This method o.f ·personal wiiness'ing was by no means' !or OhrIst: - ." 
· confined to P·aul for the Word tells of others includ.ing T·he chu·rches would· do well to emulate thIS apostolIc 
PhiHp. to the eunu.ch'- and' AquiJ.Ia -and Pri~cilla .. tQ..Ap.ol- .example and ~O"Iil.ake .mo~e.us·e· of the prin~ed -page. 'The 

."... los. It. would. seem difficult t.o overemphasize the im- great MethodIst c~rcult l'IIder P~ter Car:t~rIght,·.who was 
pact ":that" this pereonaI. eV'angelism made upon the Roman used to lead' multItudes to ChrIst left thIS testImony:--

'. '. Empire. Behind the' phenomenal growth. and spread of "It 'has ,been a 'question that I shall never be ahle to .---: 
-the churches must· have'"'~een t-he fruitful. eonseerated an!lwer on ea·rth whether"l have done the ,most good 

.:.-:.. Je&tim~ny' of. multitudes of unnamed helievers who re- . by' preaching or Iby doistdbuti~g religious literature. 
;.;; -. ·g.ar~ed_ themselves as-personal representa,tives of the' Lord' For· more -than fifty years I have firmIy believed·:it was 

:. Jesus Chr.ist'. . " '-. .' . pa,rt 'and parcel ofa Christian's -sacred· ditty to circli-
" '. This matter of pri-vate·:testtinony must, be emphasized . late reli.gious· literature ... The religious press is 
'~ot'onl"Y ,becaus:l'! of Its imme·d.iate fruits ib1:lt also hecause destined, under the order of Providence, to niinis,ter 

. of its culmiri'ative effect. The testifying -believer ,may not salvation's .. grace to the!' peris'hing . millions' . of the 
see the salvation of the one to whom -he passes the word earth;" . . . 

..... 

of life hut ,this .does not discount the v·a-]ue of the testi- T·hE\ teachers of error, such as' the Roman Catholics 
m.ony..Perhap~ the way may 'be paved for somElC)ne e18~ and the. Jehovah Wi~nesses a're ruBy, a·}WL·re of the value 

\. . .. 
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of the printed page. Surely New Testament churches 
should gra~p this weapon more readily when they real,ize 
that it ha's the di'vine sanction and that it hal'! been might-
ily used in days' gone by. . . 

5.' Singing . 
Although there is actually little mention of singing in 

the ea:r.ly churches, there are neveI'thelessenou·gh refer
ences to justify the conclusion ,that 'this was a practice 

, in them. TheLoro· Jesus 'and His disciples, after the 
institution of the Lord's Su·pper sang a hymn .prior to 
their departure to the Mount of .olives (Matt. 26 :30). 
Then; too, Paul l.wice mentions the practice of singing 
songs-of praise (Erp'h. 5:19; Col. 3:16), ,indicating that 
the 'a'postolic churches followed the example of their Lord. 

The singing of God',s praises thus occupied a definite 
place in the meetings of >the primitive assemblies. There 
is thus a' prece'<lent that. may ·be emulated in :the churches 
of 'aU tilJ~e, a'lthoug.h, espeei'ally today, ,there is a need t6 
sound a note of caution ·that the singing have as its pU'r
pose .the praise of the Loz:d rathe.r than the entertainment 
of men. (Continued next week) 

Mi'SSIONS NOT OPTIONAL 
Ohl'>istianity is essentially and fundamentally mission- . 

ary.- He who reads God's Word aright sees that the .mis
sionary ·idea is the very essence of divine revelation. It 
proclaims this truth with ten thousanq tongues of fire. 
If you could hut ,banfsh f,rom the 'Gospel the missionary 
idea it would never .give forth another sound. 'No' sinner 
wou,ld ever 'again 'be invited to Christ. No Bible would 
ever ag-a:in be printed or circulated except 'as a money 

·venture. And the whole scheme of Christianify wouild 
collarpse under the superincumbent weight of an inordin
ate and all-prevalent self.ishness. 

/Missions is not simply an' organ of the 'church, but the 
church itself is the organ for missions. 'To this end the 
chur,ch was made - fo·r this cause Christ hrouJ!"ht it into 
the world. T;he work of missions therefore is not a little 
optional annex to a church, but it is as essential to the· 
true work of the church as is the heart essential ·to 'the 

) human ibody. - ~G. W. TRUETT 
, 

SUPERNATURAL FINANCING 
In recognizing the duty of tithe-giving, when one'R 

income is limited and one's personal and famBy needR 
are great, it is _ essenti~l to ,recognize the supernatu'ral 
element in God'·s providential care of His children. 

If a Christian man has an income large enough to sup': 
plY'a-11 h,is needs without dif.ficulty,.there is neither shad
ow of excus~_,nor s'how of decency in his failure to pay 
over one-tenth of it to the Lord. But when one feels the ... 

" pinch of poverty eyery day of his life, then it is important 
that he should ibear .in mind that 9 cents will go farther 
than 10 cents would go, and that $9.00 w.iHgo fa,rther 
than $10.00 would go, in providing for himself and his 
loved ones; ,when that other cent or that other doUar has 
been paid to the Lord, who claims it as His own. . 

. There is no .mistake rubout this to him who has faith. 
Every 'C'hHd of God who ,has rested on this truth haR 
fo-und it .to 'be 'a source of unfaHing depende~ce. Only 
tho'se disbelieve it who have never .trusted 'God enough 
to try it even as 'an experiment. It is with ,individuals 
as it is with churches in this matter. . Neither their 
troubles nor ·thei'r doubts ever come from their giving 
too freely of their substan.ce to the Lord. 

. ,-HENRY CLAY TRUMBULL 
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A ·,·SEA-RCHING WORD 
By C. H. Spurgeon 

THOU sayest, "I have faith." I will ask thee a second dren may turn out weB. They ;have the ·benefi.t !)f his 
-question. Does that faith ma:ke thee obedient? Jesus hopes - certainly a verY large legacy: 'he will no doubt 

said to the nobleman, "Go thy way," and he went without when he dies leave them· his best. wi'shes, and may they 
a 'word;- however much he mi'g:ht have wished to stay and ·grOW rich upon them! He has never made ~t -a matter of 
'listen to the Master, he obeyed. Does your faith make-anxiety of soul, as to whether they shall be saved or not. 
you obedient? 'In these days we have specimens of ;Chris- Out upon such reltigion as that! Cast it on ·the dUl!ghill; 
tians of the most sorry, sorry kind; ,men who "have not hurl -it to the dogs; let it be ,buried like Koniah, with the 
common honesty. 'I have heard it observed by tradesmen, burial of an ass ;ca'st it without the camp', like an un
that they know many men who have not the fear of God clean thing. It ~s not the religion,af God. He that careth 
before the'ir -eyes, and yet are· most just and ·upright men 
in their ilealings; and 00 the -other hand; - they know not for 'his own household, is worse than a heathen man 
some .professing Ohristians- who are 'not positively dis- and a puiblican. 
honest, but they can iback -and hedge a Ji.ttle; they are _ Never :be content, my brethren ,in Christ, tiH all your 
not altogether lame !horses, but every now and then they children are -saved. Lay the promise before your -God. 
jib; they do not keep up to time if they :have a 'bill .to -The :promise is unto you and unto your children. The word 
pay; they are not regular, prompt, scrupulous and exact; does not refer to infants, but to children, grand-children, ' 

- - I in fact, sometimes - and who shall hide what is true? . and any descendants you may :have, whether grown up or 
- you -catch Christians doing dirty actions, and pro- not. -Do not cease to plead, till not only your children 
fessors of religion defHing themselves with acts which ,but your -great grand-chdldren, if you have silch, -are 
merely wor-idly men -would scorn. Now, si-rs, I bear my saved. I 'stand here to-day a proof that God is not un-_ 

. testimony as God's minister, too honest to alter a word true to his promise. I can cast my eye back through four 
to please any man that Uves, you are no Christian if you 'generations, and see that 'God has- ,been pleased to -hear
can act in business beneath the dignity of an honest man. the ppayers of our grandfather's father, Who used to 
If 'God· has ~not nmde you honest, he has not'saved your -supplicate w,ith -God that his chHdren might live before 
soul. Rest assured that if you can 'live in disohed-ience to :him to the last generation, 8,nd God bas never deserted 
the moral laws of God, if you 'are inconsistent and lasciv-i- .the ,house, _but has 'been pleased to bring first one and 
ous, If your· conversation is mixed up with things which then another to fea-r and 'love his name. 'So be it with you 
even a worldling might reject, the love of God is not and yours. In, as~ing thi,s you-are not asking more than 
within you. I do not plead for perfection, but I do plead God 'has promised to give you. _ He cannot ~n back from 
for honesty; and if your-religlion has not made you care- his promise. He cannor refuse to give you both your own 
ful and 'prayerful in common Ufe; if you are not,- in fact, -- and you·r children's souls as an ap.swer to the- prayer of 
:made -a new creature in -Christ Jesus, your faith is -but your fa:ith. "A'h," says one, "but you do not 'know JVhat 
an empty name, ap sounding ibrass, or a tinkling cymbat children ,mine are." No, my dear friend, . .but .J know 

I will ask you one more searching question about your that if you are a Ohri'stian, they 'are children whom -God 
- faith, and'l pray you answer ·It. Thou sayest, "I ;have has prQmised -to :bless. "But'they -are such unruly ones, 

faith." Has thy fa:ith led thee to bless thy household? they break :my 'heart". T·hen pray God to break their 
Good Rowland Hill once said, in his own quain~ way, that hearts, and they will not break your heart any more. "But 
when ~ ·man Ib~ame a_ Ohristian, :his dog and Ms ca~ they wiH !bring my ·grey hai-rs' with sorrow to the grave." ~ 
would be the ibetter ,for it; and I think it was Mr. Jay Pray God then tnat he may Ibring their eyes -withsor.row 
:who said that a man, when he :became a Ohristian, was to prayer, and to su-ppJ.ication, and to the cr()ss, 'and then 

.!better in every relatJion. He was a better husband, a they will not :bring you to the grave. "But," you say, "my_ 
Ibetter master, a better father, than -he was before, or chHdren 'have such hard hearts." -Look at your own. You 
else his reUgion was not genuine. Now, have you ever think they cannot !be saved: look at yourselves; he who 
thou'ght, my dear Christian brethren and- s-iste-rs, a.bout -~ved you' can save them. Go to hi:m in prayer, and say, 

'!blessing your household·? Do I hear one saying, "I keep. '~Lord, i will not let thee go except thou bless me;" and- if 
my religion to myself?," Do not be very anxious a-bout its' .thy child be at the point of death, and,- as you think, at 
ever b&ng stolen, then; you need not put it under lock the point -of d:amnation on account of sin, stiH plead like 
and key; ,there is not enough to tempt the deVii~ himself th,e nobleman, ~Lord, come down ere my child perish, 
to come and take it- from you. A man who can keep his and save him for thy mercy's sake." 0 thou that dwene~t 
godliness to himself has· s~ smaH a'proportion of it, tha.t in the highest_he'avens, thou wi'lt ne'er refuse thy'people. 
it will ibe no credit to himself,' and no 'blessing to other Be it f-ar from us to d·ream that thou wilt forget thy 
peOple. But you do someti!Des, strange to say,meet with promise. IIi the name of all thy people we put our 'hap.d 
fathers who do not interest themselves- in rtheir children's . upon thy Word ,most solemnly, and 'Pledge thee to thy 
salvation any more tha~ they do a:bout poor children in covenant. T~ou n'ast said thy :mercy .is unto children's 
the back slums of St. Giles's. They would -like to see the ,children of them that fear thee and .that keep thy com- -
boy put out weH" and -they would iike to see the girl mar- mandments. Thou hast said the promise is unto us a~d 

- ried comfortably; but as -to their being converted, it does unto our chndren; / Lord, thou 'W~~t not run back from 
not seem to trouible thei·r' ·heads. -It -is- true- the father thine own covenant; we cha'llenge thy word.:by noly faith 
occupies h!is- seat in a place of worship, ~nd 'sits' down at this time, an'd plead with thee, saying, "Do as thou 
with a community of 'Christians; and h,e hopes his chil- hast said." 
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TRIALS OF. CHRIST IN SEEKING LOST SOUlS 

No' one ca.res for your soul! Have you heard ·how-Christ 
feels albOut it? I 'know it was only five or six miles from .. 
Bethlehem ,to Calvary - tlle Ibirthplace and the death
place of 'Chl"ist - !but who can tell how many miles' it 
'Was from ,the throne ';1;0 the manger? How many miles 
down, how many miles :back again 1 The place of"his de
·parture was the focus of aU spIendOor and' pomp .. All the 
thrones facing 'His throne. His name the chorus in every 
song and the inscription on every banner. His 'land,in'S!'
place a cattle-pen, malodorous with unwashed ibrutes, and 
dogs. growling in and out of the stable. Born of a weary 
mother who had journeyed eighty mi'les in severe in
disposition tbt she might foind. the right place for the 
Lord's nativity + bo.rn, not as ot-het princes, under the 
flash of a' chandelier, ibu.t under a lantern swung by 'a 
rope to the roof of the Ibarn. In that place Ghrist started 
to save you. Your name, you,r faee, your time, your 
eternity, in Christ's mind. Sometimes travelin'g on mule's 
back to escape King Herod's. massacre, sometimes at
tempting nervous sleep on the chilly ,hillside, sometimes 
ea'rning 'his breakfast by the ·.carp~ntry of a plow: In 
'Quamn'tania the s'tlones at the field by rtmeir shape and 
color, looking li'ke the loaves of :bread, tantalizing His 
hunger. Yet alI the time keeping on after yOQ_ With 
drenched coat ·treading 'the surf of Gennasaret. Howled 
after Iby a !bloodthirsty mob. Denounced, as a drunkard. 
Mourning over a doomed city, while .others shouted at 
the sight of the resplendent towers. AI,r-<the time com
ing on to save you. 'Indicted as a"traitor against govern
ment, perjured' witnesses swea'ring their souls away to 
insure his· butchery. Flogged, spit on, ·elapped in. the face, 

THIS END OF THE STREETS OF 'GLORY and then hoisted on rough lumber, in the sight of earth 
and heaven and hell, to purchase your eternal e~ancipa-

An old w.riter says, "The 'streets of glory have th.eir tion.· From the first infant step' to the last step of man
.beginnings on eq,rth." This witness is true. What is hood on the ,sharp spike of Calvary a journey for you. 
'heaven hut eternal life ; and this is life eternal, that we Oh, how He ca.red for your soul! By dolorous arithm~tic 
~now the only true God, and Jesus Ghrist whom ·he hath' add up the sta!ble, t.he wintry tempest, the midnight damp
sent. Thtis we already know, and, have ibelieved. Heaven ness, the abstinence of forty days from food, the brutal 

• is. rest, ·and in takingChri,st's Yoke' upon us and.'bearing Sanhedrin, ,the hei'ghts of Golgotha, across which all the -
hIS yoke· we have aI,ready found res~ unto our souls. hatreds of earth 'and all the furies of hell charged with 
Heaven ·is communion with s'aints, and with their' 'Lol·d;,. their ibayonets and then dare to say again that no one 
and this we also have the priv,i,lege of enjoY'ing in a cares for your 'soul. 
deloightfu'l measure. Heaven' is ·holiness, and t,he Spirit 
hath wrou'ght in us the !beginnings and' elements of per-
fection. Heaven is victory, and in him that hath loved 
us we are more ·than conquerors even now. Heaven is 
,hallOWed service, and this d-ay "he hath made us unto 
oU'r -God- kings and· priests." Heaven "is glory, and when 
we suffer for righteousness' sa~e "the Spirit of glOory 
doth rest uPon us." 

Truly.the old preacher spake as an oracle, and the light 
of prophecy gleamed from his eye when he said, "The 
streets of glory have their beginnings on earth." Let us 
walk as far d~wn those streets as we may. ' 

. -C. H. 'SPURGEON 

'tRUE 'PRAYER . 
The truest prayer is that which bases itself on God's 

uttered will, and the desires which are born of our own 
fandes or heated 'enthusiasms have no power with Him. 
The prayer that pr~aHs is a reflected' promise. Our 
office in prayer is 'out to receive on ou.r heaI'1i' the 'brig1)t 
rays of His Word, and to flash t~em ib~ck from the 
poliSih;ed surface to the heaven from whence they ca·me. 

-ALExANDER M..4.CLAREN 

-T·. DEWITT TALMAGE 
:... 

. , 
WHAT kCmNESE BOY DID 

A boy was adudtted into a ~is,siona.ry school in eli.ina. 
Hi,s -mother had died .. He remained ·several years, and not· 
only learned the truth, but receiyed Jesus into 'his ·heart. 
When he was four,teen years 'of age, n-e went to his 
f·riends during the' Christmas holidays. One afternoon 
he went into a village temple. As' 'he 'looked at ·the idols, 
an old man, siX!ty-five years of age, came in with totter
ing steps, and laying a few incense stic~s !before an idol, 
knelt down and began to pray; then he .passed to the 
next idol, and so on the whole round of them. 

'Dhe nttIe boy thought to hims'e~f, ~'Here's an old man 
who has not long to Hve, and he does no~ know the ,true 
way to Heaven. But I'm only a boy; I can't tell him." The . 
young people in China are taught to treat the aged with 
very· 'gI"eat respect, and it would· ,have been very im- . 
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pertinent for' the little boy to .attempt to teach the old 
man. ' 

''W'hat is to ~be-done? He has no one to teach him," 
thought the ·boy, as he saw him pasll from idol to idol. 
As the boy thought, the tea'rs' ran down his cheeks. T·hese 
tears were eloquent, and· the :boy felt forced to go to the 
aged man and say: "Would you mind a Iboy speaking to 
·you?I am young; you are very old." .' 

"W'hat are you crying for?" s·aid the old man, "Can I 
.help ¥ou?'" . 

'~Sir, i am crying because I am ·so very sorry for youY 
".sorry for. me! What a:bout?" 

. ~ "Because -you are' aged: and cannot live 'long, and you 
de not know the way .to Heavell."

"W'hat! Do yOu know the way to Heaven?" 

nificant!. They were words of love and fortgiveness, whioh 
extended even unto His enemies (Rom. 5:6-10). Forgiveness 
is now ·possible for'alI who ·wi1l 'believe, ibecauseChrist paid 
in fU'~l the penalty for sin ('Isa~ 53:4-10; Acts 13:39; Col. 
2:13-1'5; 1 John 2:·2). 

The people' were divided into ·two classes on the basis of 
their attitude to Him. They stooa Ibehalding Him: some, 
like the repentant thief, the ceIlJturiO'lll and" His friends, ,be~ 
lieved on Him; others, 'like ithe unrepellltan:t ,thief and ,the 
l!Ioldiers, derided Him. The Gospeil is stUl the savor of [iie unto 
life or of death unto death (-2 Cor. 2:16). . . . 

The -superscriJpti"on Upon/ ,the cross !Was written in Greek, 
Lllltin imd Hebrew, the l"an'guages of culture, ,pe>wer and re
li-gi"On, respectively. The cros·s olf Christ occupies :the 'Central 
plaICe in human history; mil peoples must one day acknowledge 
His supremacy (Isa. 45:23, 24;' Rev. 5:'1.3). The four records 
"Of the crucifixion must 'be read before 1Jhe complete text of 
the superscriptiOn is seen: THIS liS JESUS O:r -NAZARETH, 
mE KING OF rmIiE J,ElWIS. . 

'<I know that Jesus 'has saved me, a.nd He will save' 
you." . II. Mercy. fOJ: the Repentant: verses 39-43. I 

"Who is Jesus 7" aS'ked ,the old man. The two thieves belonged to the same environment; they 
The "boy told him the story of God's love, and the man's were.in the .s'ame 'situatIon, as 'far as ,their physica1 situatio,n 

,was concermid. Yet, how unlike itheir attitudes, and how 
he~rt melted as he listened. . diverse their d-eS'tinies! 'One 'saw <l1rist as ·the tpowel'ful, 'but 
- "Boy," ·he said, "I am over s-ixty years of a'ge, and I sellfish man; the e>ther saw Him as a IPl'0phet a'lld a sinless 
never heard such words. Have you had d·inner?" .. Moan. One was lost,. the other ,was s·aved. Man has in Ihis. 

"N 0, :Sir, not yet.... .possession the fa:culty of win, so that i't is in his .power either 
tp recei.ve or to reject ·the word a:nd rtfue willI of Go$l. 

"Come home with me then, "a~d you shaU tell '~y wife Like the sold'iers' (verse 37), the unrepentant thief could 
the sto·:ry you have told me." . not undel"Stand w-hy Christ slhould remain on the cross, if 

iThe thoy' went ·home woith the old man and' told the' He wer~ reaUy God. ,The amazing condegcel}Sion of the- Son 
. G . . . '. of God IS utterly Ibeyond' ·human comprehensIon. "Save thy-

st?ry of the. love of . od, whIl~ t~~ aged ~ouple hstenerl self" is the mC>tto of tihe ,wollld; "'Lose thysellf':"'is the watch-
WIth great mterest He -was lDVlted 'agam, and stayed word of 'Christ ana His foHowers ·(Matt. 10:39).- '. 
in their :housej nearly the whole of his 'holiday; and the . TlJs ~pentant Ilhi~f confessed his si'll! and 3ICknowled&"ed 
result was that through ,this 'youthful servant of Christ the Jus,tIc.e of the ,punIshment. Mo,reove.r, he looked .to Ch~ISt, 
h . I" h S . . ' owned HIm as Lord, and" ,prayed ·to iHIm 'for mercy,' behev-t ey were both. e~ to t e ~vlour before they ~ver saw ingly (!sa. 45:22; Luke 1"8:1'3; Re>m. 10:9, 10); 'Ohrist hon-

or heard of a·mIS8Jl9nary. oured his faith (Jo'hn 17:24). 

Four years after. Mr. J. Hudson Taylor, .who related III. Death of the Saviour: verses 44-49. 
-this story, accompanied the youth to the home of. this 
ageii couple. and found them truly <tevoted Christians, and, 
naturally, warmly attaehed·to the lad. Said the old man: 
"But for . this boy, my wife and I would have died in 
da·l."kness." 

Such an inCident is full of 'promise for the future serv-
-ice·of Chi:na's young Christians. . 

-The Baptist 'Examiner 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
~LlVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 
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JESUS CRUCIFIED 
Lesson Text: Luke ·23:'3349. 

June 17; 1956 

'Golden Text: "When Jesus therefore had receioved'the vine
'gar, he s'aid, It is finiShed': and he Ibowed Ihis 'head, and 
gave up the ghost.':---.Tohn.19 :30. 

. I. . "The Place of the Skull": verses 33~38. 
Paraillel 'Passages: /Matt. 27:'33-38;Mar.k 15:22-28; John 
19:17-i9. 

While it must ever .b~ remembered ·that :the death of Ohrist 
was uniqu~, a'lld that He die4, as no one else iWo-uld' die, ,the' 
Just .for the unjust (~()m.8:1-4'; 1 Pet. 3:18); yet, He was 
not .1IIl"one on that hill caUed Callovary (":Place O!f the Sku'l'l'"', 
Latin i1'ame for Golgotha). Accord·inog to the proplhetic word, 
,for our sakes He was numb~red: '3Jmong the tllansgressors and 

. mad'e His 'grave with .the Wiclc:ed .(IIsa. '5'3:9, 12). Jesus was 
crucilfied "in the niidst"betJween"two thieves (John 19:18). 

The words o'f Ohrist on the cross were few, ibut ·how sIg-

·P·arllll,lel Pass'ages': Matt. 27 :4:5~56; Mark 15 :33-41 ; John 
19:28-30. 

The d:arkuess whioc'h covered the earth for three 'hours was 
sym'bolic of the polwers of evil. the strength of ;w;hich ·was 
displayed at the cross (Luke 22:'53; 'Eph. 6:12; ·Col. 1:13). 
Such darkness was fitting in a time when Christ, upon whom 
the sin of the world was laid, died; a spin·tum death for us 

. (lIsa. 53:6; Joom 1:29), and' in a offioan:nrer Wlhiohthe human 
mind cannC>t faJthe>m, He who was Sipotless and pure was so 

'identilfied with sin that ·He was separated for a ti·me even 
from God Himself (Psa. 22:l; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

The rending of .the.veil of 'the templle which separated 'the 
Holy IPlalCe fre>m ;the Most Holy 'POl'ace (E~od. 26:31-33; Heb. 
9:1-10) symbolized tlhe rending of the flesh of Ohrist. By 
His death He gained freed'om 'of access into ,the 'Very pres
ence of ·God for 'aJH who would' ibelieye· (Eph. 2:14-18; Heb. 
10:19-22). . ...... 

'Christ did not die in weakness, !but in triumph. He shouted 
with a -loud voice, "It js finished" (John 19:30). As a Vietor, 
he v-olu'llltarily d'ismissed His Spirit ('Psa. 31:5; John 10:18; 
111:4). . ' -

Daily Bible Readin~ 
June U--Dn the Way -to the Gross .................. ·Luke 23:26-31 
June 112-'l1he Saviour's Distress .............................. Psa. 22:1-18 
June l'3-The -Savi.our's. Prayer ......... ; .................. oPsa. 22:19-31 
June 14--JHis· PiereeQ ISide ............................. : .......... Jolin 19:31-37 
J·une 15-The Cruel lMockelly ................................ Matt. 27 :39-49 
Juee 16-"-11 is finished" ........................................ John 19:25-30 
June 17-The iB"urial of Christ .............................. Luke 23:50-56 

Suggested Hymns 

There is a 'gl"!len hill far '3lWay. 
. On Ca1vary's Ibrow my Sayiour died. 
W'hen I survey 1Jhe wondrous 'CrOSS • 
Look away to the cross of the Crucified One. 
Blessed be the fountain of blood. 
A-las! .and d·id my Saviour bleed ? 

'.1 


