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DUBIOUS DIVINITY 
I T IS frequently charged that much of "funleiamental- the life, Payson well declared that "if t'here is one fact, 

"ism" represents simply a needles's wrangling about one doctrine or prom'i'se of the Bi,ble, 'which 'has produced 
doctrine, We are told th'at fundamental or evangelical no effeci'upon your temper or conduct, rest assured that 
c'i,rcles are made up of canta~'kerous .people whose chief, you do not truly believe it," 
d'elig'ht is' to engage in hair-splUting quarrels that result For instance, we loudly profes's to 'bel!ieve that' men 
only jn ugly spiriifis, bi'g splits and contentious saints, and women, without Ohrist, are bound for a lost eternity, 
Implied in thlis' criticism ii's the contention that actually -We strongly resent hearing and ,reading that 'modernists 
'we care very little about the souls of men. . ' deny the eJci'stence of hell and- 'of any f.uture punis.hment ' 

As we have listened to such declarations and read these anlei we rightly contend that such' a denial is also a denial 
charges, we have na.turally rioted that those who have of. the Word of 'God, B1.tt wha~ effect does the existence of 
levelled these criticisms at evangelicals have usually hell have upon. O1.tr conduct and OU1' attitude toward those 
done So in order to 'justify their own iiIfideHty, What- who are thither bound? Are we ,as zealous in seeking to 
"ever be tlie motives of our cnties, :however, we 'have had pull others from the fire as we are vehement in 'our de
to stop to ask ourselves if 'there were any truith ,in such nunCi8ltion of those who deny the exis,teiIce of eternal 
charg~s, Is our concern only with meaninglesR doctrine? fire? Is our protest against error equalled and surpassed 
Is oUr oft-expressed coneern for soUls only a theoretical 'by our poS'itive and practi~1 devotion to the truth? . 

. olie? Are ~e really more interested in' fighting with If we ever ,lose "this consuming' compassion for the 
brethren than we a,re in reaehing the lost? ' lost" tbel1 trqly we are as "s'O'unld:ing !brass, or a tinkling 

F' 't f' 11 I ..... 't b I'd th t d' . ''i' b t d cymbal." We may indeed ,be very correct doctrinally and 
, us' 0 a ,. CL 1 ,: e sal ·a' lSCUSS ons a. ou QC-' have an unass·aila'ble system of -thought hut it has no 

trme are very necess'ary, T,hose who would behttle doc- hear.t Irk' a II ' t d' f bl 't h 
trinal discuss'ion and ciarity of :thought give evidence or" cold . ~hap 1 '~ut we -exec~i/ PII,~ce ~t m~r e?t "a~ . t 
illogical mind'IS, Doctrine is- bas'ic anld· if we JJave no lectu' a'l adem' "ratI,non wbartm;t o'~111 el, ,ma~t' e~I~I ,e md' ~ -

1 'Lo" , '-I ' 0 'U' I WI a so men ulvme 'IS-sure, c.ear message f·rom the rd, :there 'IS no pomt m . pleasure' . , 
. our approachiiJ.'g others, It ,is utter 'folly to cry, "Forget· I C'" '.., 

b t 'd"f'f d t 'th th kl" It " n anada we have an opportumty to demonstrate a, ou our· ,1 erences an ge on WI ' e wor. IS whlether we ,possess Id rf I d' ·tal 
only as we grasp the tru.th, of 'Go'd and as it lays hold dY'nam'I'c faI't' 'h Justa, co ee" It edess, OgnIda ~r tah VI h' 

h ' b ' ~~.:i· I k ", ,m r en ays we rove ,rQug 
upon us t at we can! e u""'-' 'In 'gos'pe wor . some of the groWI'ng' n 'D' 'b b f 't 0' I , ' '.' . .. " , , " • ' !!W "U u,r, B 0 our pwn C:I y, n y 

.It IS ver~ possl'ble, however, t~ 'acq~Ire a .eontenbous those who. ;have'visited such areas can realize how"many 
frame of mmd so '~h~'t fr~ a vahant fIght for the, truth persons are reslident -in them. Tens of thousands and 

, we ~arry over a spI,rI~ WhICh would P!"ompt u~' to Mse'up hundred.s of thoU's:ands of souls populate these districts 
, to. fight ,about, a:nythmg and eV'erythI~:g, ThIs' hB:s~ co?,- and "Others like them across this colintry. '-Each pers'on 

tnbuted to glvmg a, -bad name to fundamentah!!m, in them. is Ibound for etern-ity and most 'have never heard 
evangel'ic~Hs.m or the' Ha'PUst ca,use. T'he ~nemie~ of t~e the gospel. W~ile we, satisfy ourselves with discuss'ions 

, gospel qUickly lay hold upon th'is anld use'lt to discredit about the gospel, have we forgotten that "'e are 'com-
the gospel, manded to take the gospel to men? If you are content each 

Closely' allied to .this co~sjd'eration ·is the criticism week wi1ili. S'itting -in comfon to ,read B;hd to enjoy the 
that weare actually more interested in abstract doctrinal 'cQnten~s of tMs gos<pel paper and, at the same time. 
discussions than we are in ,the SQuls of men, Not for one have 110 prac,tical concern for the lost; you may be assured 
moment would we jO'ili this cliorus that d,isparages doc- that our eritics are right when they say that we, have no 
tripal clarification but again let us concede tha~ there' genuine compa'ss'ion for men, , 
is an evez:-pz:esent danger that we might 'become t~eor:ists.. Fine points of divinity' may ~ater to intellectual pl"ide 

- How easy it is to become involved in minute speculation' and may minister to spirit1,lal snobbery !but ,if that d,iv:in
ahout fine points of th'eology Vl"Mle, at the same time, ity does not th'rus't us 'out to reach los( s'ouls, it is in
the very things under discussion 'have n,o influence upon deed dubi"Ous divinity. 
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CONSECRATED CENTS 
"LITTLE is muoh when God 'is in' it." In a time of pIass 

. movements and col1leclive thinking, we aore apt to 
dliscount the fa.r-reachdng influence of that which i~ 
meil:gre. We ·a·te inclined to despair of any contri,bution 
which an individual can make to th'e work of the Lord; 
the needs a'l"e so e)!:ten,s'ive and pressing that one is
tempted .,to throw up the hands in despair and ask -
"What can one person do?" . 

A's one views the need' for .gospel-preaC'hin'g, Bi!ble
believing chU'rches ~in Canada, this ·reeling of' futi.Iioty ~an 
easily hecOIIDe dominant. There is such a desperate need 
and 8'0 many centres that should be oc<;upied in the name 
of 'the L:ord that the question arises---"Where can we' 
olhtain -the tlinancial resoll,rces alone for a pOBit'ive, ag-
gres:sive' program ?," . . 

I'll order to help in meeting this need, the Dollar-A
Month Club was organized last October. It operates on 
the principle that ·the consecrated, small, regular gifts 
of 'God's people can 'acoomplish ·great'things. ThOBe who 
join simply agree to send one dollar per ·inonth; this 
money is put into a ·church edifice loan f.und and wiIl be. 
loaned at a nominal interest rate to p.ioneer works which 

· need permanent buildings. One dollar is hot' much today 
and Iby itself will buy very little; but one dol'larper month 
from only one thousand people would in five years cr.eate 
a working fund of sixty thousand dollars. 

_ TheBie dollars wdU ibe !busy and· wHl work again and 
aga'in for as a chur.ch . repays its loan, the money wHI be 
loaned to other n'eedy causes.' One single dollar will 
thereby 'be the means of blessing many areas and· will be 
used to ·send the gospel out to perishing· souls. Put your 
change to work - less than ;foul' cents· ·per day will be 
uS'ed mightily of God. 

· MY COVENANT . DOLLAR~A·MONTH CLUB 
Desiring to· have a vital part hi the work iJf tbe fm1heranee 

of the Gospel, I her~y pledge One Dollar per'lIloath, to be 
applied to the ChureJi Extension Loan Pond of The CAlnserva. 
Uve Regular Baptist AsBOClation of Canada. ··ThIs mone, ..... 11 
be loaned out to deserving eB1IIIe8 to .... t in the end_ of 
suitable places of worship. (Matt. 28:18, 10). . . 

NaDle .............................................................................. ,' ........ " ................ . . 
...................................................................................................... 

PRESUMPTION FROM TWO ASPECTS . . . . 
A veneralble Chl"istian woman was accustomed to use' 

some such language as thiis, when 'descriibing her o~ 
'spiritual condition: ."1 irust 'I have ·looked alone to the 
Lord Jesus, and' I have a humble hope that thr6u~h ,his 
precious Iblood 'I ISihMl be saved a't the last;' bult it's not 
for the Ukes of me to :be confident ·and ·sure. I could 
not have the presl,lmption to say that I know. I am saved." 
In process 'of time the good woman sickened, and her 
last hour drew on apace, and with jt ligh.t an'd 'peace; . 

· then she was heard to say, "I never felt 'myself more a' 
mnner than I do now, and my unworthines's and -my 
inw.ard corruptions rise 'Up clea·r. -before me; ibut I 'have 
believed in the Lord Jesus,' and iit's not for the l;ikes of 
me to question bois power to save. I dare not have the 
presumption to doubt the word of the Lord my God, and 
hath he not said, 'He ·that lbeIieveth hath .everlasting 
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life'?" See, trembling 'Christian the tnie • presumption, 
and be afraid of it; the' other so-called presump'ti'on 'is 
but simple faith, of which none ca~ have too much. 

-From The Sword and the Trowel 

United Churchmen Moscow Bound 
Three 'Officials of the Undted Ohurch of Canada will 

shortly he. leaving for .the Sovi·et Union for a 10 day'visit 
. as guests of the Russlan' Orthodox Ohurch. -It is OUI' 

'prediction that Ibhey will return with much sweet talk 
aobout the lovely 'state of re1igion in r~d Russia and will 
thus contribute to 'fooling people who refuse ,to examine 
the' facts ab'Out' religion in the .soviet and its satellites. 
Just . how these'ten·day travellers manage to 'become au· 
thorities upon the places 'they visit has always baJfled 
us ,but it's'eems' as ,thoug:h 'it is always the ~ase .. We trust 
that our fears 'about the Moscow visit are wrong and 
that the three Undted ellurchmen wHi return to Canada 
to !present documented facts rather 'ihansentimental . 
wishful thinking.. " . 

UNITED CHURCH SENDS TiI'REE ON 'MOSCOW VISIT . 
Three members of the United Church of Canada will arrive 

in Moscow, August 6, for a 10-day visit as guests of· the 
holy. synod of the Russian Orthodox Chureb, it was aJllilouneed 
today. 

The Canadian delegation, appointed by the exeelitive of the 
church's general council, are: Rt. Rev. George Dorey, modera· 
tor of the Unit'ed Church: Dr. E. E. Long, secretary of the 
general council, and. Dr. W. Norman .McL~, prominent I~,. 
inan and chairman of the chureh's board of finance. . 

The trip is a return visit at the invitation ofithe three 
Russian churchmen .who visited Canada last November. 

-TORONTO STAR, May 29, 1956 
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NEIGHB'OURL Y RELIGION 
-, 

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

~reached in Jarvis 'Street'Baptist Church, -"l'oronto, Sunday Morning, September 5th, 1937 

"Who is my ~ighbour!" Luke 10:29 

We bow in Thy presence, 0 Lord, in the Name of Him Who 
is our Saviour. Once again we thank Thee for the deanlling 
of the Blood. We bless Thee for the truth of His enten-nll' ' 
into heaven itself, there to appear in the' presellce of God 
for us. We thank Thee for the assurance of Thy presence 
with us, for Thou art always in the midst of those who are 
assembled in Thy name. Look upon this congregation, we 
pray 'Thee, this morning., Make us all to feel some~hing of 
th'e operation of Thy Spirit.",. May He take of the things 
which are Christ's and reveal them unto us. -

We desire to be made aware that Thou art near. May we 
not believe it merely as a theory, or as an assurance of Thy 
Word, but may we have an experience of Thy presence in 
our own hearts, 'so that we know that Thy Word is available' 
to us; that Thou art here speaking to us by Thy Spirit. 

Thy people have come together urgently in need of Thee. 
We all have our burdens ~o. bear. We are often perplexed; 
many are troubled. We pray that Thou wilt draw near to 
us, and minister to our hearts' this morning. May we go 
from this place strengthened by contact, with the Divine. 

And we esp~ially pray this morning for those who are 
absent from us, _for the hundreds of homes represented ill 
our School, for the children who have not been with us, and 
for the anxious parents who care for them. We pray: that 
T~'y hand may be upon_ them all for good, and' upon the, 
children everywhere, upon all nurses and doctors, and those 

.. who minister in any way to the sick. We pray, 0 Lord, tliat 
if it please Thee, speedily to stay this scourge which threat
ens. Be pleased, 0' Lord, to count the lives of the little ones 
precious iit Thy sight, and grant that through it all We all 
may be led to look 'to Thee more than we have ever done. 
Help us that our trust 'IIlay ,be in, the Lord Jehovah, for in 
the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. 

Look, we pray Thee, upon this world of confusion, just at 
t,his hour. We think of the warring nations, of those who 
seem bent upon conflict, with all the national hatreds. We 
pray that Thou wilt in Thine own way bring peace. Give' 
wisdom, we pray Thee, to the rulers of all nations, and espe-

,cially we pray that Thou wilt be gracious to those who rule 
over us, the king and his counsellors, at home, and in all the 
dominions. We pray that the will of the Lord may be done 
in all o~r national affairs. ' , 
, We. commend to Thee especially this morning Thy, servants 
who have gone to the far ,places of the earth; to carry the 
gospel of Thy grace, the much ilfflicted saints in Spain, and 
in Italy, in Germany and Russia. And now especially, too, 
in China. We pray that Thou wilt cover them with Thy 
wings. May they find in Thee a safe shelterl We think this 
morning especially of some who are known to us in Shanghai, 
and in other parts of troubled China. Bless them, and make 
them abundantly useful in these times of stress. 

THIS portion con~ains ~he stOry' of a la~er .who came 
to Jesus temptmg HIm. The suggestIon IS that he 

was not sincerely interested in the question he 'asked, 
when he said: "Master, what shall 1 do to inherit eternal 
life?" , , 

!Religion ,to a good many people is not of very much 
greater importance than a' crossword puzzle, something 
to talk about, something to discuss, something which 
affords them an opportunity of displaying their mental 
agility: "What must 1 do to inherit eternal life." 

1 remember a friend's telling me of someone who came 
to him saying, ,"I understand you are a Baptist?" He said, 
"Yes, 1 am." "Well 1 should like you to explain to me' 
this matter of baptism." He said: "If 1 do explain it, 
and you should be convinced that the Scripture 'plainly 
teaches that you ought to be :baptized" will you 'be ,bap
tized?" She said; "Cer-tainly not." "T,hen," he said, "I 
have no time to waste in discussing it with you." 

How many people there are who assume that attitude 
towa,rd, religion, as though it were a mere academic ques
tion upon which to engage our wits. 

Further, our'Lord set -before this lawyer the heart of 
the whole matter. He threw him ,upon his own religious 
knowledge, s'aying, "What is written in the law? how, 
,readest thou?" And He summed it up in the two-fold 
appl'ication oia man 'Who loved the Lord with all his 
heart and his neighbour as hims'elf. And then He 'said :' 
"Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live." 
To which the lawYel' replied: "And 'who is my neigh-
bour?" . . 

Have'you not met people like that? You ~nswered one 
question only to invite ,another. A friend of mine told 
me of 'a negro who had a very shrewd way of 'avoiding 
discussion. He was his manservant down in Te."Cas, and 
whenever he asked him an awkward: question that the 
negro did not want to answe'r, :he would smile and say, 
"Well now, Massa' that fetcheS' on a lot more talk.'" 
There are a good ma~y people who want to fetch on ,a 
lot more talk. as though relIgion were a .thing of the 
intellect, and of the tongue only. 
- How marvellously our ,Lord in ihis case, and in all 
cases, swept, and still sw~eps, away all subterfuges, 'and 
brings us to' the heart of the whole matter! He answered Be pleased, 0 Lord, to exercise Thy sovereign might in 

restraining these forces of evil the world around. Make U8 this man in the· memorable parable that we generally 
grateful for our special privileges, fQr our present immunity, speak of asl the Parable of'the Good Samaritan. It was 
,!it least, from arm~d co!'fIict. Bring Thy people of all names uttered long ago, but it is not worn out. The,re a,re pic
Into closer fell~wshlp WIth Thyself. , • tures which do not last very long. If some of 'you ladies 

Bless us here this morning. Help us as we tum to Thy are ,old enough to have had your picture taken twenty
Word, that we may receive direction therefrom, so that we five years ago with a hat on you would not show it to 
;:aJaeb:'!r1:ler men and wome~, better fitted to do our work anyone to-day.' One, would su~pose that you had brought 

Now be pleased to glorify Thyself in Thy servants we your whole flower garden with you. The styles were 
pra;v Thee in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.' "out", but in this photographic album you will find that 

• 
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, , 
There are people everywhere who seem to have no con
sci~nce whatever, ~nd .the man who is at their mercy, is 
l;!tr-ipped of every-t~~ng, and waund~d. , 

I was passing along a country road just a week or so 
ago~ and I saw a 'garden, and I went in to talk with the I. 

Our Lor-d, first of aU, -in answer to thIS ci.ueSltion. pre- man, and there was an interesting I.ittle dog there which 
sented to this' man A PICTURE OF A DESPOILED HUMANITY IN I tried to make friends with. I confess I li'k~ dogs, and 

. usually, somehow or 'another, they like me. I usually have 

the pictures are taken by the light of the divine camera. 
T·heysay -that cameras cannot lie, and they' are a'oout the 
biggest liars on' eart'tt. That is why _ people 'have their 
pictu.res ta'ken. But here you have a picture ' true to life. 

NEED OF NEIGHBOURLY SERVICE.' He descri'bed a man",],oing d'ff' I ' 
down' from Jerusalem to J,ericho. How could 'H'e possibly no '1 ICU ty with them. But this little fellow came just' 

, within a certain d.istanc~, and as I made an advanc.e to-
have packed more of truth into a, simple sentence! Jeru- ward 'him, off ,he went. He would not Ibe frf'endlY. I said. 
salem, :the place of !blessing which God had. chosen to set . to the man, "Why i~ that?" "Oh," he ',s'aid, "I h~ve not 
His name there, a place of special and peculiar divine . had. :!tim very long. But when I got him he had been with 
revelation, the divine dwelling place where the Mercy a man who oug·ht never to :have had a dog. He was 
Seat was.,and the blood was' sprinkled. There a divinely- brutal. cruel, and the ·poor Httle chap has ,been kfckerl 

. appointed. priesthood exercised its ministry, where people ahout and .beaten ever since 'he 'has known anything.' Now 
mi'g'ht find access to God. And the,man ·is descri:bed as he is afraid of everybody. He is not af.raid. of us now, 
with his -back turned toward Jerusalem, and. headed to-
ward Jericlio, the city of the curse. It had been brought we treat him. well, but of strangers he is very shy." 
low, razed to the ground, and a curse pronounced upon He had. been 'beaten. The world' is full of wounded 
whoever rebuilt it: ... Bu·t on this .road the man was travel-' peop-Ie, people Who have !been wounded in. their spirits, 
ling from Jerusalem to Jericho, add the road from Jeru- stripped and .beaten so .oft!,!" that they trust, no one. 
salem is stilI lD'Uch trav!'!lled, crowded with .traffic. It is I 'saw a poli:tical slogan 'on a 'big sign - I shall not tell 
the road the vast majo-'rity of our fellows are travelling you to whom it l·eferred., but here it was ....:... "You can 
to-day. It is the brqad road that 'leads to destruction. trust :So-and-So." Can you?- Can you trust anybody? 
The most popular of all highways is. the road that goes "Oh," you say, "that is pretty pess'imistic." No, it is not. 
down from Jerusalem to JeriCh(). ·It was infested with - Yo,u profess to be very trustful, with, cer-tain' reservations, 
r()ibbers~ for the' man fell am-ong thieves. You -have not which you keep to yourself. 'I, 'am not reflecting upon' 
to go fa.r to find rabbers. I looked at a magazine yester- an,y<>ne, but just stating the plain facts. This is a- cruel 

, day published in England, all 'a'bout dogs,. and I noticed world 'in which we live. I can find you thousands of 
, ()neadvertisement, in large letters: '~Robbers-Rob-bers peo·ple.in Toronto who, 'at the hands of their fellows have . 
, _ Rabbe'rs _ Traineei' Airdales, to protect you from rob- been stripped and, wounded in every walk of 'life, until. 
bers." Well, that may be very well, but there are robbers it is diff.icult for -them to have confidence in humankind' 
abroad in this 'world to-day from w,hose depradations we anywhere. , 
cannot 'be protected by mere Aird·ales. Robbers every- "Leaving hi.~ half de-ad." Defenceles~ against 'his op
where, notwithstanding our. evolutiona·ry progre8s, 'ac- ponents! ',NQw that. is about the cond.ition oJ people. 

'cording to the' Modernists,' notwiths,tanQ-i.ng our ap- What' are you going t() do? Is not tha't a picture of ·the 
pro~imation to the' divine ideal, of things. Lo.ok at world 'generally, whether you close you·r Bihle and refuse 
Ethiopia, red with hlood! ,Look at the ruler of. Italy, just to 'believe it or-not, there are ~ot only the :hum'an robbers, 
a plain unva.rniSlhed', unmitigated robbE!i- and. murderer, but there are the principal-i~ies and powers, the ·rulers of 
~ho does ·not deserve :to ,be considered by any civilized this world's darkness, of whom these visible ~reatures are 
nati-on 'On earth. And, Germany is nO' better. Rus'sia is but ·the instruments.' 'But that is how men ~have' 'Suffered 
no ,better. .spain '·is ,no better, nor' Japan. These nations _ in ,this"wodd since s'in 'entered into ·the world, and death 
hf, 'gangsters, throwing off ,all restra-int, and showin'g hy s-in, a ·graphically accurate ,picture of'the world. when 
'hqman na'tu.re ·as.itreally is. But YOt! have not to KO.so. s-in .ha~ dope i~s work_---:- someone goi~g frOln Jerusalem 
far af'ield as that, You can find plenty of ,robbers 'at tQ JerIcho, strIpped, wounded, half dead, W'hat 'will you 
home. If you dou1bt it, go 'and do, a little business to- do with a world loike that? 

, morrow., T.ne road that goes' from Jerusalem t'O Jericho 
is -stilI infest~d with thieves. I do not care very much 
where YQU gO, whether 'in 'busjness, ,in politics, or in 
reJi.g'ion, you can find robbers ~o accommodate you. , I 
asked a man a direction one time. He :told' me of tW() 

. places. I". s'aid , "Which is better?" He sajd. "It does not 
make 'any difference, for either' of them will take your 

'money from you.'" !Whether they would give any serv·ice 
in retitrn was another matter. 'That is .not 'an exaggera
ti-on, not a 'pes·Slimistic.view of life; Robbers everywhere! 

. ,Nooody yvouldsay, surely, that we have reached: 'millen
n~al conditions yet. That .road tha.t goeth from .J erus'alem 
to Jericho is crowded with travellers, and, even on that 
crowded thoroughfare -the 'man falls among th'ieve8~ • 

And llEir:e is a des~ription of i:t: He' "fell among ·thieves, 
, . which stripped hini of his raiment, and wounded :h'im, ,and 
, departed', leav.fng:'him half ~ead." I do not know how 

many men h'ave come .to me and said, "I have been. strip-
ped, involved in bus·iness where another man was sharper 
an·ds·hr~wder", and perhap.s' 'sti,l'l "a ;li~tle more d:ishonest. 

II. 
rrhis man w~s not a-lawyer in the~'Sense in which w~ , 

understand,tohe ·term' -"he'was' one who pmfessed ,to ·be 
'learned in thiS' law; 'lie was a religious lawyer:, T,hat is 
why the Lord th'rew him ba'Ck upon"his own Book, say
ing, "What is writt~n in the law? how readest thou?" 
He was a rel~~ious man who cynically came to :the world's 
~aviour to ask, "Whats;hall I do .to· inherit eternaflife?" 
THE LoIiD GAVE HIM ,A PICTURE Of' AN UNNEIGHBOURLY RE- ' 
!-IGION, of whiC'h he, himself, was the ~epresentative, And 
in the ·picture of this S'tr.ipped 'and W'oundedman~' there 
passed by a religious of~icial, a priest., What d,id ·he do? 
Nothing .. What did he do for the wounded-man'? Noth
ing. What does formal ~Hgion do for the mitigation 'of 
the world"s ills? I~ you take the Chur.ch as a whole, the 
professing IChurcn, wha·t does it,d'o for the wounded men 
and women of the earth_? , _' , 

~ Th'ey had ~his OxfordGro~p :~ere a little while ago, and 
one man, a miniSlter, the 'Pastor of one of the .Jarges,t . . ~. 

" I 
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c'hurches in the city, said :that in twenty-eight years of You say, "All right; I s,haU see 'how he .lives. I 'shall see 
ministry he had· never known aS'ingle conve,rsion under what 'he d'o'es, if he behaves 'as a Christian. And if ~e 
his .ministry, or, using their pliraseology, "a s,ingle life do'es, :then I shall believe him/' And you 'are perfectly 
changed" .. WeIl,. he needed s6niethJng, did lie not 1 I right 'in doing so. You Cannot· read each other's ,hearts, 

. was. working' in my garden one d'ay when a minister of and the, only justification. of our faith w~ can 'give to our 
tlfe Uni.ted ·Church came to see me. I had never met him neighbou.rs, is that we act as neigh,bours, that we behave 
,before, but he had been touched by the Oxford Group, and ourselves. I doubt whet~er any.thing does more .injury to' 
he thought I needed "it. ·So he came io 'minister the' Grou·p- the gospel ·th·an a mere d'octrinna'ire religion. And there 
ism to, me .. J sai down wi,th. him, and.i said,' "Now ten . is an 'evangelicatism that is strictly' ortho'gox in Iorm, 
me, what has it done for you 1, I ·am ·glad to see you. De- A man may. profes's'to beHeve the whole .gospel. ,and be as 
J.i.ghtea .to shake hands" with you .. I frankly confess that, ,orthodox as Paul theOretically, and ,be as' heterodox as 
I' want aU the bless'ing I can get, and if there is a'nyone Ananias and ,Sapp~ira, practically. I say, there :is not 
who' can ·bring me some, I am looking for him. .What anything that does more harm to the Christian religion 
has thts done for you 1" Well, he told ·me of a, sad case of than a devitalized o'rt~'odoxy, a theoretical ,religion that 

_a young girl, ,a· member of .one of his families, who some- contends for wOMs only, ",having a form of godliness, 
, thing' ove'r a yea,r before had commi·bted s·u:icide, and he but denying the power thereof." T·bai is the kind of 
said, "I was such a coward, I did not dare go to see her religion this' young man had. The Lord Jesus said there 
family. I had not a wOM, to say to them." "Well," I said, was anoth'er; arid He makes the chief cbaracter of His 
"That is very sad when a minis!ter of the gospel has io story a .Samadtan, one of the lowest type ,in the estima- , 
say that. But what ahout -this Group business?" 'iWeH, tion 'of this YOUD·g .reHidous leader. The Jews had 1)0 
we 'had a meeting. I went to 'a .house .party, and' when. I dealings with the S·amaritan"s. ~he very name was ana-
. came back I was able to go and: visit these stricken ,par- thema to them. It~ as thou'g'h the Lord, WOUld: say, 
ents.".1 s'am, "That is all it has done for you?" He !'aid, "True religion'is n'Ot a.rel~gion of name only, and;·form: 
"Yes, so f!'l,r." "Well, you needed it. 9r something else." it ,is ~ rel'ig·i(,m of life a~d-19ve~" '. ' 

"'i'here came down a certain priest that way: anp wlien Oh, I know there are many peopl'e: concerned abou't 
he saw him, he pas~d :by on the other' side. I do not vestments, and positions and. all the rest of it" I hav.e 
believe there is· any enter,prise on earth in which people told you of a certain woman who was a.very circumspect 
invest more of their time/and energy, and, money, with Episcopalian: And she was suspicious of' the Anglo-
8!bsolutely no .. resuli than :in the bilsiness of ~eUgion: Catholic Movemeni, and, anytMng that savoured of Rome. 
talk - talk. and do nothing. And the stricken world lies On a certa'in social occasion she met a very' learned pro-
in ·its blood. The wounded ·hearts of men have 'no direct fessor, and she said ·to 'him. "Professor, have you :heard 
message from God. Nor is that trU'e-ef 'religious officials the sad news,.that our Rector ihas adopted the Eastward 
only. A Levite ·passed that way also. There are lay PosHion 1", "No, lI4'adam, I had not." "'\!Veil," f3he said, 
·brothers,reli·gious people. T'hey profess to have. some- "I am afraid it is true." ~he professor replied, "There 
thing. Had I time I could discover tens of thousands' of are some very' learned astron'Omers who tell us that if • 
c·hurch members :in the city of Toronto. and if I were ,to every s,hip "in the worlld. could be emptied of all other 

- sit down ivith them and ,say, "How long. have you be- cargo·es,. and filled· with peas, and if there were a water 
longed to :the church", they would say "Twenty years". . track from this world to the nearest fixed star and these' 

~ or perhaps" "thirty years". "How rna'fiy.people in thl'1t sh'ips were to sail fit procession, and they w~re .to drop 
t~me have you ,been enabled d·efinitel.y to lead a little • one pea at every mile pa!!sed. there are not en'ough ships 
nea.rer to God 1, W'hat have you done." The vast majority in the world to carry the peas thai would !be necessary 

_ of church members of this city, if they were to tell the . to mark the miles fr.om this planet to' the neares't.· fixed 
truth would say, "~ pas'sed by on the other side'- I have star." This wom'ansaid. "Extraordinary! Wha.t a tre
.done n·othing". That is nat an exaggeration. Even the mendous disrtance!" "Yes" he said ''it 'is Madam. Now 
re)'igion _ that is called Chlristian does' little for the let me ask you this qU'esii~n. Do yo~ reaHy thin'k that the 
wounded spil~its 'of men. Some of them do. a little 'for, Ma'ker of that fixed star is' veryserioU'sly concerned about 
their bodies, but D:at much. this Eastward po~·ti'on of your Rector 1" What nonsense, 

'And then there • was another. Ou'r Lord set fo.rth.a·~ as though ,God:,cared for that 's'ort o{thing. There'are 
religion of divine neig.htbori'ines·s, and he laid it down as some' people who are more concerned -a'bout their own 
a 'principle:accepting what the young man had said. A vestments than they are .of the· poor. ~an who has been 
man'I!' first duty is ·to God, but the only evidence of a stripped of all vestmenis. . 
right relationship to God is a ri·ght relationship to man. 
That is the significance of what ·some people think is a 
little confusing 'and contrad:ictory. ~aul everyWhere in 
his 'epistles, spe'a'ldng of faith, ins·ists· that a man is 
justified. by faith withoui 'the worRs of the law. James 
ins"ists that.a man is J1.lstif:ied by works as well a~ 'by 
his faith. Is there a contradiction 1 No; you and I have 
to come into some sort of relationship. I profess to 'be 
a Ohristian. I profess to lbeHeve in ·the Lord Jesus Christ 
as my Saviour. Well, "if I ,really believe 'in Him, God knows 
it, I do not n,eed works to justify me before Him. He 
can read my heart. 'and -if' I ·profess to trust Him, He. 
knows whether'it be sincere. or merely lip service. ·But 
you do not. -If i't be tru'e faith 'in God. my faith justifies 
me 'before-God,. but it does not justi.fy me before you. 

iII. . 

THE -GOOD 'SAMARITAN. Of course, there is ."only One. 
This parable f'iilds its supreme exemplification in the 
One Wh'o "took not on -him the nature of angels: .but he 

. took on h·im the s'eedo of Abraham," and was made in th~ 
likeness of s'inful men. He must have ,been - I 'had a]
most said - as a ~amaritan in the view of ioh'e angels, 
with His human form. They must have stood :amazed 
that He should have taken upon Him our nature. But 
He did, ·and when He came Iby on th~ toad from J·e·ru
salem to Jericho~ He went to him. He was filled with 
compass'ion. I know not what the reJ.igion of the Lord 
J esils Christ is, if.it be not that: . 

.;. 
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"0 Love Divine. how sweet Thou art! 
. When shall I find my willing heart 

All taken up by Thee ?'~ 

... . If it does not -do that for us, if it Q()es not woo us with 
compassion.in this sinful world, it dOes not do anything 

. for us. We have little of the compassion of which ·this 
parable speaks. I 'speak to you teache-rs this morning. 
The Lord Jesus did not wait until we could climb up to 
heaven; He did not wait until th~ half-dead man could 
help himself, and reclothe himself: ·He came to us 'in ()ur 
sin, even as we were, and stooped to the lowest depths 
of 'human need. He visited us. Pr(}pnetically, the Psalm
ist said: "When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy 

crushed, so groun~d into the earth, we cannot hear you 
when you preach." They could not listen 'because of their 
bitterness of spi-rit. Whatever we are a·ble to do,. let us 
do -it: "Go,- and do' ·thou l'ikewise"; carry the message 
o'f the sovereign grace of God, . Who und'ertakes for man . 
'who cannot'undertake for himself, W'ho pays all our bins: 
"The chariots· of God an~ twenty. thousand, even thou
sands of angel~", and it is' only in o~e of His cha·riots 
'that we have any· hope of getting to heaven at alL It' 
is only 'because 'grace abound~ that we poor sinners 
have any-chance to stand at last clothed in white robes, 
and with palms in' 'our hand'S. And -it is the ,good Samari
tan Who does it. 

What a gospel we have dear friend:s! Oug.ht we not 
finger.s, the mo~m . and the star~, '\Yhich. thou hast. or- . ,to ,run withalac.rHy? Ought not our feet to .be beautiful 
dained; what is man,' that thou art mmdful of him? 
and the son I of man. that thou visitest him?" Ah, yes: upon the mounts, :bringing glad tidings, and publis'hing 
He visited us: "I was a' stranger, and ye took me. not in: peace, and saying to Zion, "Thy God reigneth"? I won~ 
naked .. and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and der 'is there anyone h~re this morning who is, himself, 
ye visited me not" _ passed by on the other side; did conscious, of having been stripped and wounded .. and left 
not care. That is oificial religion. half-dead? Is there anyone who would say to me, "Sir, I 

But this man stopped. The pri~st and the 14vite mnde have been to church again and again; and I have heard 
no effort to save the man, or to arI:est., the .robbers. I the preacher...say, 'Do' - 'Do' - 'Do' and I ennn'ot 'Do'. 

· think we ought to do 'Qoth, make the road a liJUe safer, I have no strength to 'do anything. 'But if anyone' can 
help me just whe-re I ·am I want that help." You ·see tliat 

if it were possible. 
Now I h~ve time only to offer this su·ggestion. You' pk-ture of the 'g-ood Samaritan, just coming right to the 

can turn it over in your own ·mind. This, 'is the .religion place and stooping over 'him tenderly binding up his 
· of 'Christ, the Samaritan. The 'Samaritan }Vent to him, wounds, pouring in 'oil and wine, and putting his strong 

bound up ,his wounds: "He hath sent me to heal the arms' about him, and lifting fl'im up and taking him to 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and ,the inn, and saying to the innkeeper, "Take care of him. 
recovering of sig.ht to the ,blind, to 'set at Ii.berty the~ I will. pa! for eve~thi~.g._';}hat lis the 'relig~on of Christ. 
that are bruised". He poured 'in oil and wine, and then Th,at IS what salvation IS: The. eternal ~~d 'IS thy refuge, 

· he set the man on his own :beast. Why, -that poor man. _ and u!1derneath are theever.lastmg a~s: . 
was not e'len a hitchhiker. He had not strength',enough Are you thus held safe in His arms this morning? If 
to use his thumb. But the S'amaritan' set him on his own not, you say, "I 'do not know how to pray." I have often 
beast, and 'brought him to, the inn, saying: "Take care ,~ond~red whe,~her this ~oor, wounded man, in his state 
of him; and whatsoever thouspen.dest more, when I that IS calleld 'half-dead could even make a' sound. Per
come again, I will repay thee. He ,is ·my guest. He is haps he could not call the attention' of anyonre on the 
here at my charge. He pays noth'ing, 1 pay everything. other side of the road. It is not said that the ~amaritan 
It is all of grace, not of works.". That is the .religion of C8JIle because he· cried: He ;eame because he saw him, and 
~~ • ~~to~ 

Now you 'and I are the bearers' of that message to the A man brought anotlter man. to me from Muskoka; He 
stripped and wounded and half-dead sons of men. Tell had testified to this man, and later he brought him to 
tliem of One Who is able to do all that. me to talk with him. He was eighty-five years old, and 

Now said Jesus to the young lawyer: "I hav.e told you he was not a C~ristian. I Slhall never forget that inter
of three men, the priest, the 'Levite, and the 'good ,Samar i- view. After we had talked I sai'd, "Now let us kneel down 
tan. and you ask me who is your neighbour. Which of the an'd pray". And we knelt there in my ve~try and I prayed: 
three was neighbour to the man who had fallen ·among Then' I said to this ol'd man,. "You pr,ElY". I wait.ed, but 
thieves?" The man, replied, ~'He that shewed mercy on he said nothing. J s'aid, "Come now, you '\\''8.o.t to "be 
him." And the·Lord_said. "Go, and do thou likewi~e." saved. Ask the Lord to s·ave you:" Again ther.e was a 

It is not a question· of 'geography, my dear friends, not pause, then he said, "I can't pray, Mister. I am eighty
<1 question of terrestrial location at all. This stripped, five years old. I never prayed in my life. I was never 
and wounded, and half-dead man, spiritually, may be taught to pray. I never asked God for anything in ~y 
found in a mansi~n. He may really"have suffered so life." I said, "Well, tell Him you cannot ,pray. Just 'ask 
terri'bly in material things that he can ·hardly 'hear you ~im to save .you." At last :he stammered out a sentence, 
when you_speak 'of anything els'e. Were you uncomfort- asking the Lord to save him. Stripped, wounde'd, half
a:b1e last week when it was so hot? Well, what about ,the dead, fifteen years ·beyond the allotted span of life. But 
people who are living up S'omewhere in . a little attic, a he did pray. And ,do you know, ·in that vestry there the 
mother with two or three chndren, a's hot as the black Sarna·ritan came, and He ·bound up his wounds, and 
hole of Calcutta. There are peopJoe in "our day who have poured in 'oil and wine, and lifted him with His strong 
suffered so ter·ribly ~in temporal affa}·rs, they can hardly . arm, and saving him. 
hear you when you preach. You remember that story of I quoted him the pass'age often: "W,hosoever sha:fl call 
Israel in bondage. Their backs are raw from the task- upon the na'me 'of the Lord shall Ibe -'saved." "Are you 
masters' whips, so terribly bruised. And a great preacher saved?" I asked him. "Yes," 'he said, "I think He has 
came to them whose name was Moses, and told them saved me." He went ,back to Muskoka, and then some 
that the Lord-was going to deliver them.' In effect they time later, I 'do not remember just how long, he came 
said: "0, Moses, Moses, we are so oppressed, we ~re so down. again' and I. baptized him .. He wa:8- a long way 
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on the road from Jerusalem to J er.icho, 'and a grea:t deal 
nearer .J eri:eho than Jerusalem, pretty clese to the gates 
of the city of destruction; and there the Samaritan found 

, him, and saved :him. And He can s·ave us. I love to see' 
little children saved. "But th!is sove·reign Saviour, Whom 
I "proclaim, can save a man of eighty-five years. White
field u~d to say it was His glory to save the devil's 
castaways, mim who were so outwardly s-inful that even 
the devil was ashamed of them because they advertised 
hi-s business too well. But Jesus will save them. . 

Oh, if you need Him, and who does not, come to Him 
this morning. Shall we not 'all go away fromth'is place 
this morndng in company with the· good Samaritan, the 
great Baviou·r: . 

"None but Jesus, 
Can do helpless 'sinners gpod". 

Let us ask Him to do us all good this morning. . . . 

Let us pray: _ 
o Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost stoop to our 'help

lessness, nay more, to our utter impotence. Thou must do 
everything for ·us, because we eim do nothiing. Thou dost pay 
everything, because we can pay nothing. Bleils our simple 
meditation this morning. Help us who have been rescued by 
the Saviour, to devote our lives to His service more thorough
ly, that so otliers may share like precious faith. We ask it 
for His name's sake, Amen •. 

THE PLAGUE OF CORRUPT LITERATURE 
The ·.plague of cor~upt literature 'has taken, at' differ

ent times, possess'ion of this country. It ii'S one of the 
most loathsome, one of the most frJghtful, 'one' of the 
most ghastly of the plagues 'of modern cities. There is a 
vast number of books and oo'wspapers printed which 
ought never to see the light. 'They are fined with a pesti~ 
lence that makes rthoe land swelter with a: moral epidemic. 
The literature of a nation decides th'e fate 'Of a nation. 
Good books, good ·morals. Bad 'books, bad ~orals. 

Drive ,back this plague of C'Orrupt Ji,terature by fining 
the minds of our hoys and gi,rls with hoealthful literatu·re. 

I do not mean that all the Ibooks and newspapers in our 
families ought to be religious 'books and newspapers, or 
1Jhat every -soong ought to be sung to the ·tune of "Old 
Hundred". rhave ne ·sympathy with the attempt to make 
.the young old. I would rather join/lin ·a crusade to keep 
the young, young. Boyhood and girlhood must not ·be 
abbrev.iated. But there are good books, good 'histories, 
good biographies, good works of fiction, good books of 
all 'styles with which we are to fill the minds of the 
young, so that there will b'e no mOI'e room for, the us'eless 
·and the vicious than there is room for chaff ·in a bushel 
measure which is already filled with MIchigan wheat. 

'(Oh," says some one, "I am a busines'S man, and. I 
have no time to examine what my child'ren read. I have 

, no time ·to inspect rthe books that· come into.my household:" 
If your ·cMldren were threatened wdth typheid fever. 
would you have time to go fur ,thoe doctpr? Would you have 
time 'to watch the progress of the disease ? Would you 
have time for the funeral ?_In the presence of God I warn 
you of the fact that yoU! child·ren ~re 'threatened with 
mor·al and spiritual typhoid, and that unless the. thing 
:be stopped·, .i~ wiil he to thoem a funeral of 'hody, funeral 
'of mind, funera:l of so~1. Three funerals in one day, 

-T. DEWITT 'TALMAGE 

Religious Broadcasting In Canada 

THE topic of ,br2.adcasting in Canada 'has aroused con
sid'erable ~ discussion and controversy in refent 

months. A government-appointed commis!!ion is present
.Iy investigating the. whdIe field of ·radio aitd television 
and will submi~ a report to the·government. 
. There are 'seyeral p'ertinent subjects that should be 

considered with reference' to .religious broadcasting. We 
would meption ,two suhjects ·that 'are intimately related 
·and a:re surely !ba'S'ic in imy consideration of a poHcy on 
peligious prog.rams. 

(1) The Canadian B~oadcasting Corporation, which is a 
. publicly-operated body, shoUld give NO' free time for . 
religious broadcasting. 

. !Let u·s stand ~olidlly by rthi-s .position for it is ·the log.i
cal ,?utgrowth of an insistence tipon the separation of the 
churche:' and the st!lte. If evangelicals would be willd?'~ 
to forfeIt some 4U1bIO'US ·advantages for the sake of prm
ciple, they would insi's>t that the 'CBC give free time to 
no church or 'religious body. 

By no means do we advocate that -the CBC discontinue 
reUg,ious !broadcasts 'hut let thi'S government corporation 
sell the time" wit,h no favou·ritism of anyone group. The 

.present.system is unfair for it ·requires all th'e people to 
pay the bill ;to oper·ate a ,broadcasting network ·that gives 
free time to s'elected organizations. 

,Furtherm()re, ihe fact that the CBC 'has a d'ef·icit should 
c'ause some of the 'Officials to realize that it 'is not good 
business to givoe away nearly two million dollars' worth ' 
of free time per year! Let the churches c'ease being:bllg-
ga·rsand let the 'Q.B.C. start to exercise some business 
sense. 

\ 

(2) On th'e French radio and television statiems, non
'Roman Catholics should be permitt~ to purchase at ~ -
least a small percentage of the religious broadcasting 
time. 

The Ohu'reh o·f Rome .has succeeded in i·ts endeavour to 
id'entify the 'F'rench language with ,the Roman religion. 
Hence the French-languageSJtations .have largely heen the 
Ohurch's preserve .. T,he Brethren 'and Bn-ptists, however. 
have commenced 'French 'language works in Quebec, north-
ern Ontarioan'd the Peace River district. After consid
erable dUficulty they managed to pu-rchase 'some radio 
timoe . 

At the present time, however, a"reaction seems to -have 
set 'in and 1ihe pl'liestly" .mas-ters have succeeded in closing
the airwaves to gospel broadcasters. The Timmins F·rench " 
station CFCL ·has· quietl~ eased two French programmes 
off the air-that of Pastor 'J. R. Boyd of ISudhury and 
a Brethren group in TiJIllIDins. 'TMs same 's·tation carrie., 
seven hours of Roman 'Catholic broadcasts per week! 

I 

* * * * 
T·he a:bove a·re qU'e8'tions that need to Ib'e ·examined by . 

thoe commission. If Pretestants ·are to lbe consistent, they 
wili insi:st on'''justice in both matters and w.ill not 'allow 
an anti-Roman hi-as to colour their thinking to such an 
e~tent that they ov.erlOO'k the other injustice. 

. No monarch's throne and no -presidential chair is' so 
exalted as a pulpi·t in Which a liV'ing preaC'her presents 
'a living Christ ·to dying souls. 

-THEODOR~ Cun.ER. 

I 
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A CALL· TO EVANGELISTIC SANITY RELATIVE. TRIALS 

A PROMINENT ·featu·re of' evangelical work dUl"iIJ·g TO A sensitive mind no chastisement 'i'8 so severe aft "
'. past. years has been the .city-wide evangelistic cam- .' ·t'hwt· which faHs obliquely upon it t1!rough -the pain 

paign. l?rominent . Bi'bl~-!believiil·g,·· ·gospel-preachiJil'g and sorrow of some beloved one. This cros's galls the 
evangelists lare ·engaged. to visit :tp,e major cities and' ~'houlders more than personal affliction .. ' To·' you·r own. 
Christians are. asked to . SUPPOl't these' orthodox ·preach- sicKness you may oppose growing patience, 'but w:ho can 
ers by giving of their ti·~e, talents and, substance. 'rhose . bea~ to see the fading cheek, and' the tortured, counten- . 
who proceed ·no further :in their 'thoulfht de;> not ,bother 'ance of another dearer than one's own l,ue? Yet lhis is • 
to ~~a:lize_. tha~ t~e sponsoring committee is' cO}Ilposed of,' the appointed' lot of SOme of us, and we 'must not question 

... a mIxed multItude ofmodern'ists (J.nd . evangelicals and . the wisdom which ordains it ·so. It is hard' to ··be una'ble 
. . . ethat the· ~aj!,rity of t~e converts ,.are steered back ta, to renderasai'Stance, to 'be helpless, where your .h~art 

ch~r~hes w~ere the' gospel is not h'eard. . W'Ou'ld fain yield half its' Hfeblood., ·to be', usel'ess where 
We have hot~d that many ev~~geI1cals expect. every o~e' would' be nurse and p~ysic~an too; ,but it must ·be 

~hristian to accept thi's set-up un'questiona'bly'; 'indeed ~Ight, for our F~ther never ma~es a· misiak~~. B.ut what 
some good souls a-re prepared to Jaunch .atirade against . ,J's,the lesson whIch he means to teach us~, Is 'It mtendeti 
anyone Who ctuietly refuses' to :have anything to do with to' make us prize our domestic joys, and cultivate the 

. the 'w:h01e 'bqs-iness. Il;Iome' ~Chr.is1:ians :h.ave 'a strange idea, natural affection.s while we ~'a~? Is it ',Ileant to educatp 
of "charity" for we have 'received some aobusive letters our renderer fee1mgs by exe~cls'mg our PIty and our care? 
from people Who hav~ reprtimanded us for ~ot meiltion- Are we some of us so hard ·in nature a~' to n~e!l. to have 

'ing any news a.bout the va·riaus city 'wide campai'g-ns the ·softer .qualities developed? It may be so, and yet 
across the country .. Us,ing' the most vitriolic language . 'sureIy there are higher ends, since these 'are 's91' , 
they wou!Jd pummel any who 'are so ~'uncharitable" and answered. We are· thus tr;a:jned to 'look above even ,th.e 
"intolerant" as to be qUiiet- ahdut their favo.urite 'ho'b'by- dearest ~al'thly lo~e~. to ~e love eternal ~hic~ ,is a'bove 
horse. Indeed' we would not 'be surprised to 'hear that all; and'm -whose lIght ,belIevers ought most to walk. ~p. 
some a-re prep.are'd to ma'ke 'bFind, unques-tionling accept- are thu's ma:de to turn to the ·Com.forter for conso'lat.Ion 
ance of city-wid'e campaigns a test of .fellowship! .both for ourselves and the' dea-r su'bjects of trihullation. 

. . ' through whose 'sides we are wounded. Ministers. espe-
Refreshing News 'cially need and must have affl·iction. T,hey m:u'st suffer 

,In the -light of the 'pres'ent 'lax:-i-ty, it 'is encourag.in~ to ·tha~. th"~y may' 'know how to speak 'Seasonable ~ords, to 
'he'ar a powerful voice raised to call Chr,istians back to others .. ~,hey a;bove others must have fellowshIp WIth 
spirtitua'l'sanity on this .mwtter .. Dr. Bob Jones, :Sr.; the J~us in -the. en~~ranee of ~riefs. They ~ust t'read the, 
honoure'd founder of'Bob Jones University and an' evan- Vl.la Dolorq!'la agam and agam, that tJhey I!lay know HIM. 
gelist of long-stal!dhfg, has' sent out a caill .to evangel,ical This is tpe ti"ue .college of Corpus Ohristi for them. Thi's 
pastors and evangelists to s,ign a pledge ,that. they will . ~eeps .. them l~kmg up a~d 'lOO'kingout; upwa'rd for the 
not particip_ate 'in. ~r assi'St any evangelis-tic campa;ign glory, o~war'd f()r the commg o~ the Lord. . . 
that allows even one ~odern'ist as a sponsor. In a letter We are not 'required to conceal 'our grief for' Jesus 
address~d to "approXlimately forty thousand pastors in . wept, and we are nQt 'Stoics but Chrisofiian's;' ;et we -must 
th~ Umted 'States ~nd Canada," he calls for a c1ea·r-cut take heed tlJ,at Iieither ·the sick chHd nor titre affJ,icted 
stand upon the is'sue. wife ,become :a 'stumbling-stone to our fa'ith. We mU'st 

Accompany,ing his. letter 'is a 'small booklet containing stilI glorify God', ,by whose ordination these trials come 
an add'res's which he del:ivered' at: 'the University on and go. Blessed ,he is, a~d bles'sed ,he shaBbe, do what 
December 6, 1955. By IJ9 means do we concur with all he may. In ahous'e 'darkened with 'a daHysorrow, aI:Qund 
that he says !but we hail his summons to arm's and com- . a .. bed where 'su.ffering 'hold-s its cru'el th.ron~, -b~lievers 

. mend "his co~rage in daring, to' .speak 'boldly on 'a subject" must give unto the Lord- the glory' oue unto his name, 
. about \Xboich many evangelicalls 'are afraid t9speak. F.rom and own him JgraciQus even 'in the fires. He ~ho 'pen'S 

letters that we have received' we are' inclined .. to -t.hink these lines,' in much depression of spirit, fearful lest" at 
tha·t many pastors are 'becoming conscious of the fact any time un'belief should ,prev-a:H a·gainst ,him, desires a,t 

- that mixed multitude-sponsored evangelis~ ,is doing great tMs moment to testify that truly God d's good to Israel. 
harm to the cause of Ohris·t. ..'May tJhi'S rising protes-t Our h-eaven1ly F·a·fJber is as surely. wise and kind when 
soon be 'a· positive -trend ithat win mark a return to he' ehas:tens as when 'he caresses, let fles·h a:nd blood say 
scri,ptural evangelism. 'whitt they will. Neitherea·rth no h'Eill can bri.ng evidence 
. "i . :to the.contrary. He i'B' good, and doeth good"; let his name 

'be 'glorif.i'ed for ever and ever. Yet would ,he withdraw 

BLAMES RED RISE ON CATHOLICISM 
Edinburgh, May 22. (Reuters)-The moderator of the Free 

- Church of Scotland' said today the totalitarianism of the 
Roman Catholic Church was more responsible ·for tke growth 
of communism in Europe than any other influence. 

Rev. Murdoch Camp'bell, moderator of 'the General Assem
bly of the Free Church of ScotialJld which opened here today, 
said that "in th'e sphere of propag8lllda It (tbe Roman Catholic 
Church) poses as the champion of Christian existence .and 
freedom against the-menace of communism. . 

.' "But its own sacerdotal totalitarianism has been more re
sponsible for the growth of communism in Europe, and espe
cially in Italy, than.any other'lnfluenee." 

the rod, .his ,g~ntleness would melt us; perna,ps 'he 'will 
relent at our crying, "Who. knoweth 'lJ,ut he may turn 
and repent, and leave a blessing behindl Mm.?" Be it ·RO, 

good Lord, and we .V1iU magnify ,thY gloriou!'\ Iiame. 

. I 
The monument I want after I am dead, and 'goIJe is a 

monument with two legs going about the world--a. s'aved , 
sinner teUing about the salvation of Jesus Christ: 

-D. L. MOODY, from Chr~8tian Beacon. 
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.: 

.ABIBLE. CHURCH 
. - "_r 

ITS N'ATURE AND WORK 
HAYING n~t~ .that th;e Scriptural use of the term scriptural for a, .church to include ,in its property trust 

d'enoteS. a congrega'tion .. let ,us now.' proceed to deed any notorioU's "reversion clauses" whereby, in the 
formulate a Bilble-based definition of the word. At this event of a ,property dis'puie, the ,property would au:tomati
point we mighi' 'consider ·S'everal· possibl~ definitions. cally 'revert to some -convention, association or other !body 
Dr.,J. M.'.Pim<{leton su'gges'tR the' following: .' ,'wi'bhout regard for the e~press'ed will of the majority. 

, "A.chureh is a cOD'gregation 'of ,Ohrist's 'bapti~ed dis~.· 'SJich a claus'e 'is in .realitya form of extern'al control for 
ciples, acknowledging Him 'as' their Head,. relying on.' the church at an.1I·given moment in time must be free to· 
His atoning sacrifice for justification ·before G<!d, and' . exercise 'its own will. Why:shouM the church' of tOday 
-q'epending on the Holy Spi.riot for sanctification, united be forced to main'tain what might be ·an unscriptural.a's~o-· 
i,n th~belief of the gospel, agreeing to mainiain. it'S ciafion simply hec!luse tha·t. ohurch,of a pas~ day inserted 
ordinances and abey its precepts, meeting together for such 'an oppre~'i!liye and al'lbitra.ry provision? 
worship, and co-o~rating .for the extension of Christ's . 3. ,DEtMOCRATtC. ~'One ·is· your Ma'ster, all ye are 
kingdom 'in the WOll"ld." brethren." So 'spokebhe great 'Head of the churches. 

As analbridgemeIllt of ,this "larger definl,tion,'he 's',ug:gests -Thu·s long :before the l'ise of ,political !}i.beral'ism and the 
the follo,wing': ." . . democratic form cjf government, the Lord Jesus Christ 

'''A church. is a congregation. of .Christ's baptized' "prescri'bed a purely. democratic form qf .government for 
dIsci-pIes, united in the beLief of what He :ha·s. said, and His churches. When we say this, we al'C not merely read
covenanting to do what He has commanded.", . ing iwentieth century concepts into the Biblical record. 
One hesitates to su'ggest 'any improvement upon a def- The ea.rly churC'he& 'were obviously pure demoeraCies., 

"inition by such a Ba·ptist stalwart all Pendleton yet w~ As one reads· the 'inspired accouni~ of th~ decisions of 
dare to·believe·that, -in these d'ays when. ·honoured word's the early Churches, it is obvious that these churches can' 
are being emptied of thei,r meanings, there i·s·· need for propl~.rly be denominate4 as "democracies". In the very 
even more clarification'. With allowance for minor var.ia- first chapter of Acts, the ·suc.cessor to the fallen Judas 
tions, we would define the New'Testameni church as was 'chosen hy theas'semlbled !believers (Acts 1':15-22);' 
being a local, autonomOU8, democratic and o·rganized body the seven (probably deacons) were cho=S'!'!n -by "the multi
of baptized believer8 which has one !lead (Je8u8 Christ), tu:de of the d.i'sc'iples" (Acts 6 :2), ~Still other references 
two. 8ets of officers (pastor8 and deacon8), two ordin- could he cited to demonstrate conclus"ively that decisions 
ance8 (bapti8m and the Lord'8 Supper), and one rv.Ze of were reached' 'by reference to the united. verdict of the 
faith (the Bible), fostering spiritual fellowship, main- whole ·body of .believers (Acts i1 :22; 'Acts 15:3; Acts 
taining regular ser.vice8 of wor8hip and co-operating with 15 :22), There was no room for !popes in these chu'rches! 
like bodie8 in kifJ,gdorn work. " . Some rely very. much upon an argument· bakled upon 

We shall proceed to examine the 'component parts of expediency and cite the' fact that there are some obvious 
this defini,tion a'nd note 'some of ,the implications of each. disadvantages with the 'democratic form of church gov

1. IJOCAL. The c'urrent abuse of tthe word· "churoh" 
as applyin:g io .some vag'ue, un:defined an'd oinv:i'si'ble cO'I
}ection of persons ma'ke it doubly' necessary that we 
e.mp'hasize thai a true New Testament church is a local 
'body. T·hus the :Scripture 'speaks of "the charch of God' 
which is at CoTinth", "the chu'roh in Perf/amos" or "the 
churches of Galatia". ToMs 'is indisp'ensahle to the New 
Testament concept of the' term. 'T.hose ,Christians . who 
Doast thai they belong to no ·particular local church ,,but 
·rather belong to ".the true invisH)lle church" 'have no . 
ScriptUll"a:1 warrant whatever for what they regard a·s· 
this special 'evidence of .higher·spiritu·ality. 'The church 
wi,th whieh' every Ch·ristian is to 'be concerned this side 
of heaven ·is a local church. .' '. 

'2.- AUTONOMOUS OR INDEPENDENT. The' local 
church mast ,be subject to no external human control.·The 

'New Testament knows nothing of 'dictation to the local 
church .by some "·synod''., "presbytery" or "bishop". These 
independent 'bodies acknowledge no contrO'I outside of 
themselves save that of the Lord Jesus Ghrist· which con
trol they -cher.iS'h. lIi.deed i,t could hardly be termed as 
control from outs:ide the church for the living Ch:risot 
makes a true church to be "an hahitation of God through 
the Spirit.!' (Eph. 2 :22). 

Any external ·attempt to conirol or influence the local 
church can only be 'regarde'd 'as interference. Each as
semlb'ly is respons'ible ·before 'GOd for H:S own government, 
prO'gram and discipl!n.e. ' , 

In the light of the foregoing, it is -incons'istent and un-

ernment. 'It is almost unbelievable that any Christian 
would. presume to acknowledge the Scriptural order and 
then refuse to abeylii on this ground. Yet we have known 
some who do so. T·he obedien,t believer will ~imply hearken 
to 'the voice of bhe Lord and abey 'Him dn thi:s' matter 
without Il"egard ·to the conseq\len.ces. It ·could·be 'argued 
th~t there a·reseeminog weaknesses in democracy, wh~ther 
political or religious·, ,but, despite these minor hazards. 

. we wou!ld :infini'tely prefer democracy, both political and 
ecclesiastical, to totalitarianism with its few attraction's! 
In other word's, God's way is the hest way. . . 

tit is -thrill'ing to recaH tha't 'these s~all, despised locfif 
church democracies. in the daY'S of the. apostles were the 
instruments' in the ·hands of GO'd to turn miHions to 
Christ and to 's'llllke a great empill"e to"its very found'a:tion. 
Who would presume to suggest that this divine plan can 
he improved upon today? . 

4. .oRGANIZED .. Are we correct in 'speaking of the, 
early ch.urches as organized bOf:l·ies or can we be accused 
of reading twentieth, cent!lIl'Y. concepts into the divine 
record? In order to ·answer this 'question we s'liould note 
the -'definition of the word· "organized". T,he Oxford 
EngHs·h motionary defines it as foJlows :. . 

2. gen. Forme!i into 'a who'le with interdependent 
parts; co-ord:inated so as to forma SYkltem or order
ly 'structure; systematically ari·ange'd. , 
(No.te the simHarity !bebween this 'definition and Eph. 
4:16!) . 

fIn .th,is sense, the New TeSltament churches were, as. we 
shaN now seek to pl:"ove, 0r,ganized bodies. 
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After PenteCost, the 'Scriptures tell us, "the Lord add
ed to the chu~ch" those who were converted. If the 
church was not some 'def'inite1y constituted body, what 
can this 'Scr.ipture mean? We have already esta:blished 
that -the word "chureh" is always used wi'th. reference 
to a local body an'd never dn the'loO's'e s'ense which is' 
current today.' In this :instance, we 'a,re forced to con
clude that the .Lord added the new converts to a definite 
body - namely the Jerusalem church. 'The concept that 
they were 'a'dded to some .spiritual} rubstraction known only 
to ,God may sound pious hut ,it 'is unscriptural for the 
chu.rch of which 'the earlyC'hapters in Acts speak is no 
. suC'h a:bstraC'tion; it has al.( the characteristics of an' or-
gari;jzed body. '.' .. 

. Tlhen, too,' the fact ,that ,the rupostle 'P~ul called f0r the 
ohurehes to e~ercise discipline and expulsIon; if neces
s'lliry, ag'a'inst offending professors is a clear indication __ 
that such churches had some form of organization 01' 

else the discipline wou!ld be mean'ingI.ess. In his letter to. 
"the church of God which ·is at Corinth, he says;-"And 
ye are puffed up, an'd have not rather mourned, ,that he 
that hat~· done this deed might be' takel',l away from 
'·among you" (1 Cor. 5 :3). IJf there was no organization. 
how could this fornicator be taken'from ithe mid'st of the 
'believer·s? 'Only an organized body with certain declared 
characteristics could exercise or give meaning to-such 
d·~scipline. ' 

In John's third epistle there -is an even more conclusive 
passa:ge. In III John 9, 10, the Ibeloved apostle writes: 

"I wrote unto the church: ,but, ,oiotrepQes, who lov
eth. to have the' pre-eminence 'among thew, receiveth 
us n'qt,· . 

"W,herefore, if I come, I wi!Jl remember his deeds 
which he doeth, 'prating against us with malicious 
words: and not content .therewi,th, ne'ither doth he 
hims'elf receive the bretn.ren, and' forbi'tideth them that 
would, and casteth them out of the churoh." 
If this church was no organized local body. a pl"blem -

immediately. aris'es. What does the apostle mean by the 
reference to' casting brethren out of the church? Need 
we say that it obviously does not ·refer to the bu·ilding 
for nowhere in' the Bible iN any ma'teriaI' building desig
nated a church. Wou!rd anyone he so venturesome as to 
suggest that Uiotrephes or an~oe else has power to cast 
a believer out of the imagined inv,j'siible church of Chr·ist ! -
There can' 'be 'only one meaning. In this organized body 

-one' carnal ,brother had asserted himself ·and was acting 
in an arbitrary manner. If any opposed 'his Ibehaviour 0)' 

incurred ·his disp1easure, he 'Proceeded to have tbem. ex
pelh~d from the local ass'embly. This misuse of power is a 
clear indication that'a definite org·anization· did exist. 

We 'have heard it argued· that the churC'h cannot be 
con'ceived as an organized hody with a membership 'be
cause' the New Tes'bament d'Des not explicitly use these 
terms. Let us 's'uppose that neither -the terms "organ-

. ized" or "membership" appear in 'Scripture. Does this 
mean that the fact of which .they .speak -is non-existent? 
That which is indicated by both words is clearly evident 
in ,the Acts an'd the episoUes. The wo·rd "trinity" is not 
found in the' Word of God nor does the word "suhsti
'tutionar:Y'" occur. Are we to conchide ,that the Bible does 
notteacn tn'at the trini'ty is a tact ana tnat tne LOrd 
Jesu·s Ohri:st's death was not a substitutiona.ry death? 
. We are forced to conclude that ·the exercis~ of dis
cipline. the prachlce of voting at;ld the eX'istence of churcb 

officers are clear Jndications that church organization 
was a fact. 
. 5 .. ,BELIEVERS. In all our consid~r~tiori we must not 
lose sig.ht of ·the ,truth !l;hat the churches were composed 
. .,f helievers: Regene'rate ohurch membership 'i§ a necel"
s'ity if one would-be true to' the New,Testament pattern. 
At the very outset the ,inspi·red· precedent was set -
"the Lord was addoing ,those being s'ave'd every day to 
.the ·a:g·sembiy." . (Acts 2 :47, Young's Literal :Transla
,tion). 'Nowhere 'in, the New Testa~eIit is there any 
Scriptu.re to indicate that the Lord 'sanctions the church's 

. consciou:s . re'ception of unoregenez:ate pe-rstms into its 
ranks .. 

. ·"Let :it never ,be 'forgotten that the only suitahle 
materials of which to construct a church of Ghrist, 
so far 'asspiritual .qualifications are concerned, are 
.reg~erate, penitent, 'believing ·persons. 'To make use 
of obher material's is ·tosubvert the foundational prin. 
ciples of ehurch -Dl"ganizati'on."-IDr. J. M. Pendle0n. 

- Indeed- this is so ,basic thata:lI ~lse fails if 'it is over
looked. The Lord makes no provision in .His Word ·for· 
a church that is ,compos'ed of the unregenerate, The very 
existence, in fact, of a true Scriptural church orgl}niza
tio.n depends upon -the convers'ion and spirituality of its 
mem~ers. If ,this matte'r is ·ignored, the divine plan for 
t~e ohu·rch is distorted and its work is frustrated. 

S .. B~BTIZE'D BELIEVERS. The Word of God· pro
ceeds even further and lays down the requirement t.hat. 
oelievers are to ,be "'batpized (.immersed). It ··is indee'd 
unfortunate that the translator.s of the King James ver
sion faoiled to tmnsloate the . Greek 'Word baptizo for 
their . 'transIilteraition h8JS calls'ed. ilt to· lose 'ilts force 
to . modern readers. After the sermon at the dine of 

. Pentecost, bhe co~victe'd hearers 'cried out - "Men arrd 
brethren, what 'sha!Jl we do?" Peter's .reply was 'bot,h 
.prompt -an'd clear - "Repent' and· ,be 'baptized (l.iteralIy
immersed) everyone of you in the name of Jesus Ghrist 
for the remission pfsins, and ye shall receive· ,the gift 
of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38).T·he -inspired account 
proceeds-"T,hen they that gladly received the word were 
bruptized :an!d the same day there werea'dded unto them 
about three thousand s~uls." (Acts' 2 :'41). 
. In the light of this definite command to .believers to 

be baptized and ibecause of the numerous instances cited 
of. 'believer's obaptis-m, the on:us C'lea,rly rests upon th.e 

.critic of '8cripture to prove that there is, after Pentecost, 
a known ·instance of an unbaptized believer. Thi's WE'_ 

would challenge anyone to do! It is quite apparent ,that 
the Christians of the apostolic days were baptieed a·s a 
matter of obe'd'ience to a clear command of the Lord. . 

Any candid- -reader of t'qe New 'Testament mus,t 'con'C~de 
that only believers were baptized. . 

"The New Testament t.ells of the baptism of be.
lievers. and of churches composed of believers. We 
read of no other baptism; no other c,li'u'rehes." 

- -Dr. J. M. Cramp 
Those pass'lrges that are plea4elit ·in su·ppo~t of "infant 
-baptism" provide :proof .not of "infant baptism" but of 
ijhe'd.espera-tion of the advocates of this pra:ctice. 

·Can we declaTe, however, that -membership in the 
churches was 1'imit~d to baptized believers'? Yes we can, 
for a's already ,obs'erved, ·the New Testament knows noth
ing of an unbaptized- believer, although WI.' hasten to add 
tor the sake of clal"ity that haptism is. not decllred to be 
essenti'al to ·s·a:lvation. 
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7. THE . HEAD' OF THE CHURICH. 'The Head of the 
churohes of the. New' Testament was' .the Lorp. Jesus 
·ChriSt. ·The Scriptures nowhere furnis·h evidence of some 
earthly vice-regent or vicar. The chuTch was founded ,by 
Christ as 'is 'deScrihed 'by Him as "my church". To the 
'end of time, He shall remain' as the Head of the church 
for He has de'legat~d this· posit·ion to no otheT. . The . 
BQok of Revelation clearly pictu'res Him as exercising 
His right as He moves in the midst of the seven candle
sticks which are identified as ',theseven chu.rches of 
Asia Minor . 

8. ,CHURICH OFFICERS." There is no true church if 
the 'Lord Jesu's Christ is not .its ~ead. ·There may, how-

· ever, be a true chu·reh -that does not have officers. Even 
as we state this, we are awaTe ·thll:t -the interests and 
work of 'any 'church are best served if ·that church is 
:hlessed with goqlY'men who will' care for the welfare of 

· the ass'em~ly. • 
The New Testament is clear upon this mattPI' of church· 

Mficers an'd has not left 'it to the 'ingenuity of men. to 
devise an' elaborate hiera-rchy. l'he officers .of a Scrip-

· tura'! chu·rch are pastOTs' an'd deacons. 
PASTORJS. Three words are used in ,the New Testa

ment to describe this officer - pastor, elder and bishop. 
It -is wrong to assume that, because three different terms 
are used, three distinct officers are descri'bed. A ca're
ful examination will revea:l that .the words are used inter
changeably an'd ,that each empha:sizes one different aspect 
·of the sa:me office. For instance in 1 Peter 5: 1, 2, we 
note fhat the elders are exhort~d "to feed· the flock of 
God" (a pastoral duty), "t'aking the oversight thereof" 

• (doing the work of a bishop or an oVeTseer). In Acts 20. 
Paul add-res'ses the Ephesian elders and again 'the ·three 
different aspects of the one office a·re set forth. 

Th'e work of. the pastor ,is then a spir.itual work. Be
cause their work is a spiritual work and because the 
office is ordained of ·God, pastors 'are ,to be es,teemed, 
very high~y in love far their work's sake .. The pa'stor's· 
influence ·then is acquired· not ,by the exercise of dicta
torial powers ibut by the fa:ithful and loying application. 
of the commands of the Lord·. By ·godly example, the 
pastor is enabled, to lea:d the -flock into the pl'easant 
pastures of the Word' of God and to warn of menacing 
invaders who woul'd devour the sheep and seatter the 
flock. Is it any wonder then that the apostle states 'that 
"if any man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a 
good work" 11 ' . 

DEACON'S. The only other permanent officer men
tioned in the New Tes·tament is ,the d-eacon,. It is gener
ally a-greed'that "the seyen" m'entioned in the sixth chap
ter of Acts WeTe deacons. If this be the caS"e,_then it is 
evident that ,the deacons were entrusted' 'with a work 
which, while spi-ritual, was, at the 'sll:me time, distinct 
from that of the pastor. It.is unjust to descri-b~ the 
wo-rk of. the 'deacon as "secular' far ·the Christian can 
ha'rdly regard any task to wh'ic:h ·he lays his hand- as 
being secula·r. . -

The' background of Acts 6 will set this 'matter in its 
proper pers'pective and' willlserve to show what is in-

'volved in the Ia!bour of a deacon. As the Jerusalem 
church grew, the 'duti'es of the· apo:stIes inc,r.eased. until 
they found themselves neglecting indispensable work in 
order to do necesfjary work. Finally they were forced 
to br.ing thei.r message to ,th'e brethrety:~ , 

"It is not reason that we should leave the word of 
God, and s'erve talbles, wherefore, 'brethren look ye out ' 

among you :seven men full of th'e Holy Spirit and wis
dom, whom we may a-ppoint over this business. But 
we will give our.!'le};ves continually to prayer, and to 
,'~he ministry of the word." 

The apostles ,did not belittle the necessary labou'r whioh 
was to fald to th'e lieacons'lbut theY recognized that. their 
own primary responsibility w~s concerned with the mi:ll
istry 'Of 'pray~ and the W OTd. . 'The deacons were re-
sponsihle for the atten'dant tasks. . . 

It is not our pu·rpose to analyze. all the ,passages w.hich 
deal with the office of ,the deacon for the'sixth chapter 

I of Acts is Ibasic and: amazin'gly comprehensive. The deacgn 
was to ·have definite spi-ritual quaHfications ("honest Te
port", "full of the Hply Spirit") and liD accompanying 
business a'biHty ("wisdom")" ,b·ther Scri'ptu'res indicate 
that the deacon was' to be a spir:i,tual stalwart who was 
endowed wi,th natural and su,pernatl,lTaI gifts to prosecute 
the work of the Lord' ·that fell to bois lot. Hi-s work and 
that of the pastor complement each other although -the 
work of the ministry has the pre-em"inence. 

9. CHURCH ORDIN~NCES. The church has neither 
the power to 'institut'e new ordinances nor -to am'end those 
divinely estab.li-s'hed; rat-he·r it m'llst accept and O'bserve 
those that 'have ·the di'vinesanction. The great commis
sion contains no exhortation urging Ibelievers to invent ' 
n'ew o~s'ervances but it does expIicitJIy command -the ob
servance of "all ,things whatsoever I have commanded 
you~'. No one 'could reasonahly deny that the or'dinances 
of baptism and the Lord's .supper a·re include'd- in the 
category of th~se ,things commanded by the Lord. 

. ·It is imperative that we note that the 'Lord ,has left 
two' oTdinances and not two 'sacraments. T·his 'is not some 
triV'ial distinction in terminology for actually these two 
words delineate two wi"de'ly divergent views of ·the gospel. 
The term ol'dinance simply denotes that which has been 
ol'dered or 'commanded. The blessing is dedved from 
obedience to thil:t which was commanded. The ·term s'acra
merit carries with it th'e sinister and unscriptura:1 con
notation of some rite ·that in itself confers grace upon 
the 'I'ecipient or participant. Ba-ptism and ,the Lor'd's 'Sup-
per are no such magical rites. ~. 

T-hes'e .two ordinances have "been cemmitted :by the Lord 
to His chu'rch'e·s. Baptism represents the vis'ibIe public 
affoirmation of the believer's identif·ication with the Lord 
Jesus Christ· in His death, burl-al and resurrection but all 
wel'l it marks his· initiation. into the local assembly of 
God's peop1'e. The Lord"s Supper ·is to !be observed by 'bap
tized helievers; in ,this ordinance also there is a rem em
br·ance of -Calvary for the.saint is reminded- of "the Lord's 
d'~ath till he come". . ,. 

But are we justified i.n decIaring ·,that only baptized 
(immersed) believers· are c'alled to the Lord's' ta-ble? 
Instead of an appea!1 to emotions, let us direct our appeal 
-to "th'e tribunal of Holy Writ. We have before asserted 
that, afteT Pentecost, the N ewTestameD't knows nothing 
of an unba:ptized 'believer. It was recognized in these 
early churches that, in obedience to Clirist, the Ohristian 
was to be baptize'd. When we say, -thenifoJ'le, 'that only 
Christians are to ,partake of the Lord'·s 'Supper, let us 
set this statement against 'i'ts ·apos·tolic -background; if 
this is donIe, we may confidently a'ffirm thal only ·bap
tized believers are to S'j.t at the '1.ord's ·table: 

l'he New Testament makes 1).0 concessions to' dis
obedient believers in this matte·r; any ·such. concessions 
that have been -made 'since have Ibeen accompanied with 
peril. Th'ose who wouild lower the 'Scriptural standard 



, ' ,. 

..... 

/' 

12 (108) THE' GOSPEL WITNESS and I.»ROTEST ANT ADVOCATE May. ~l, ~956 

may gain the' plaudits of men for their "charity" 'and 
broad spirit but they err in being' extravagant aQd broad 
with that over which ·they· have 'no authority what'soever . 

. \, Only thos'e who have forsaken the Book should presume 
to -change that which ,God haS·ordere'd. " 

other, forbea,r .one another and care for one anotJler. The· 
local church then hecomes ,the earthly demonstr.ation ·or'. 
the power of the gospel. . ' ... 

Another c.oncrete expression o'f this" f,ellowship is seen. 
in -the reguJoa,r services of the chu'roh~ ,The saints .thus '.) 
have the opportunity of congregat'ing to give corporate 
expression to -the'ir common faith. In al;ld'i,tion, thesf' , 
meetings serve as the means of extending t-he faith ·a .. nd· 
hrin~ing, into the local body those' who were before 
strangers hut who -by grace 'beCome fellow· citizens of t:h'e 
saints. 

10. THE 'CHURCH'S RULE OF FAITH. E'ach church 
in the New Testament was·an ·autonomou/Sl,body ,that rec
ognized nO,ex,ternal ,hur:nan control. . It is therefol'e' sur
prising ,to note that there. existed among these spiritual 
republ'ic8 a common 'belief and practice., T,his unani'mity'· 
may be· explained when we recall that each church 'had 
Hie 'sam~' Head and each 'had the sam'e Scriptures. In the 12. THE LOCAL CHURCH AND OTHER CHURCHES: 
case of the apostolic churches. the 'Scriptures were those rh'e 'final descriptive phrase w·hiC'h we' employed in our 
Of the Old T.estament. The Book of Acts and the epistles suggested definition of the church :sta,tes that the church 
rev-eal that the apos·t!es an'd preachers, such as Stephen. . will co-operate' with like bodies in kingdom ~ork. Each 
leaned very ,heav-ily upon the .old Covenaht and so drew single chu·reh· may 'h'e i;lescri;bed' as a spiritual repubHr. 
their teaching from a common source, The' Author, ,the but, at the' same Hme, there exists' among Scriptura,l 
Holy'Spirit, gave them a common understanding and in- c'hu~hes a feel'ing 'Of kinship and a desire to see, the 
terpr~tation.of 'the Word, . . . furtheranee o'fthe work of the Lord in ,t.he 'estaJblis·hmen,t 

It is true that the .churches had one common rule of of 'simila'r assembli~s. 
faith in the; Old Testament 'hu,t~ean we affirm tihat the _ T'his co-operation with churches of like order l1lust in 
New Testament also wa's early. regarded as au thoritatiye? . no way j-eqpardoize the real independence of the local body 
The a·postle Peter whose messages .we~e permeated with nor need;i-t do so. The work of the kingdom 'is soconsti
the .Old Testamnt (for example, the ReTrnon at the time ·tu'ted that 'it is hest prosecu,ted ,by tne con!lecra-ted labours 
of Pentecost) wrote to 'believers·as follows:--- of local'assemblies of spiri,fual !believers. 
" "'.';- .. even a:s 'our beloved !brother Paul also, aceord- . The foregoing is 'a b-rief description of ·the church of 

ing to ~he w.isdom given unto ,him, hath written unto the New ·Testament. On this institution the Head, of 
you :/IlS alsO ''in all his ePistles, speaking in ,them 9f -the churche~ declared," "the gates of heIl.!!halI not prevail 
the.se thin.~s; in which. are some things. hard to he against 'it." Having n'Oted its nature, Iet us now turn t9 
under,st90d whic'h they that are'unlearned and unsta:ble an examination of .its work. 
wrest, as they do also the other' scriptures, unto t~hei,r ' (Continued next week) 
own destruction." (H Peter 3: 15, 16), . 

.' 

In other words, it was :earlier than ma'ny would like to " 
concede that a't'least a ma.ior portion of the New Testa- BEWARE OF THE CAVERN OF MODJ;:RN 

. men;t was regarded as possessing equal authority with THOUGHT . . 
the Old Testament. • , "A SHEPHERD hoy, of smaII,experience, was one day 

T·he Bi,ble an'd the Bib!.e ,alone 'is ,the one rl1l~ of 'faith .., leading his I'ittle flock near the entrance of a 
and practice for a true New Testament church. Any con- mountain cavern. He ,had been told that precious'stones 
feesion that is adopted ',by such an assembly is so adopted had often been 'dliscovered 'in s'Uch places. He was, there

.. not on the has"is 'Of'.its'.antiquity·or any other con]Sideration , fore, t~mpted to 'leave his charge, and tur.n aside to ~x- .. 
hut on the ,basis of its f.idelity. to the whole counsel of plore the ·dark recesses of the cavern. He began to crawl 
God." in, but 'as .he proceeded 'his face took on a veil of cobwebs, 

Sinee the. Bible is the churC'h's one rule of faitb:, .j.t wil'l and .his hands mittens of mud. He ,had not gone far wpen 
be the subject of diligent study by all ,believers 'ana wi'li· lie saw two gems of ruby· glow lying near' each' other. 
be Uie source of ,the church's teaching and preac,hing. The He put forth his eager ·f,ingers to seize them, when a 
~,ivine institution is ,thus eq~i'Pped with 'a. divine weapon serpent obit him.' In pain and fear 'he crawled quickly 
to accomplish ,jots divine task: • back to the J.ig.ht of day. and Fan 'home' to the chief shep- ' 
.. ' . '. herd to obtalin 'SOme remedy for the 'bite. The 'good man, 
U. THE CHURJCH'S FEL~OWSH~P,.AND ':"O~S.HlJ?, who was ·also·bois elder brother, .au·eked th~ poison from 

Ina realsen~e,. :the church IS'f! a soeial orgamzatIon .. Its:, . th'e wou'nd,. and . applied to it a .hea!Jing balm. .Never 
l1lembers are :I!ltImatel~ re'lat~d to th.e. great He~d b~t, af,terwards did that' shepherd covet the treasures J.hich 
aot t~esame tIme, theysustam a spIrItual reJ.atIonshlp may lie concealed ,behind mountain rocks." . 
one 'to' the qthler; 'Ephesians 2 :'19 sets forth this new '., , " . " 
standing in describing s'a'ints as :---.:. We quote thIS' from Hervey's Manuals of Rev)v-als, 

"no more st'rangers and f'Oreigners, hut fellow dtizens -published ,in New. York, !by Messrs. Funk and W®&:nalls. 
with the saints And of the household of God." How earnestly .. would we wa,rn our younger preachers of 

"In addition then to ,the new vertical relationship that t?i's cavern, and t?e ,cobwebs, ~~d the 'gems' Better con-. 
exis:ts hetween the believer and the Lord there' exists tmue to· feed Chl'lI'st s sheep WIth whol~some gos-pel d.oc-

. also a new h_orizontal ,relations-hip betwee~ -bel'i'ever and. ~rine than ?eg.in to. creep into dark caves, wher~ nothmg 
believeI'. 'This relationship .finds 'its expres'sion 'a.nd IS to be ga1D~d WhICh can he of use to t4e flock.. If any 
rea'l'ization ,in "the local c,hurch wh'ieh is "an halbitation are ·a'lrea'dy bItten 'of the serpen~, we p~ay tha~ they may 
of .God through the Spi.rit." . . . haye g-race to hasten to the ChI~f Shep~erd. Alas,. the 

Th'· 'f'I' -]. h' h fll 'h' Id'f' pOIsonoftenworksamadness,whIch.bur~Ies.thewounded 
. . ~s ~sp.ect 0 o:a c urc e ow~ Ip cou. ,or!l' a furth I' and further from .Ms Lord', 

treatIse 'In I!tself for It 'has many practIcal mamfestatIons.· one e , , . 
'The believers are to love one another, do, good to one an- -'-C. H. SPURGEON 

. , 
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poPilLAR SLICK MAGAZINE FOR 
ROMAN CHllRCH IN CANAJ)~ 

THE Roman Catholic "Church 'will have a streamlined 
weekly pu'bhication' -for newsstand dis,tri'but.ion com

" mencing -in iSeptem'ber. In an ()bvious ,muve to "influence. 
, Canadian opinion, the pUlblishers of The" Ensign have an
nounced that the present ,16 page tabloid will be ,published 
on glossy paper as a newsmagazin'e. Its format will then 
resemble that of Time and NeWsweek. 

Descrilbing ,itself -as "Oanada':sNational News Weekly" 
Th,e Ensign is actua'~lya Ro,man Catholic pubHcation. 
N ea>rly every article" has 1!Ome, reference to t'he ROplan 
Church and "se~ks to, view ,the news through coloured 
glass~s. Naturally there is ~eVer any reference" to 

'Roman persecution in 'Colombia, 'Spa"in or Quebec but 
rather the Cliurch of Rome is portrayed as the guardian 
of Jilbel'lty. 

In order to" demonstrate -the fact that "Canada's Na
tional New"s Weekly" is a thin'ly-ve'iIed piece of !toman 
propagand:a, we:refer t~ ~rticles in the last issue (th,at of 
June 2). 

FRONT' PAoGE-ln the article (one or two on the' 
front page) on South Vi'et Nam, the correspol)dent 
'mentions, the work of "the Redemptorist Fathers of 
eilDada" and magnifies tihei,r work ,as having dnter-

, national significance. 

PAGE 2-fuH page 'advertisement. 

PAGE s..:-LoD'g com~unique "from .vati~n, telling of 
the 'bachelor pope's opinion on marria'g'eand sterility. 

PAGE 4---:Editorial page wJ"th the :main edi,torial criti
cizing Time magazine fo"r daring to report news that 
wasn't favoura'ble to the Roman 'Church. T'he con
cluding sentence of this editorial is interesting and is 
sheer propaganda f()r the new 'Ensign -;- "There is 
room in Canada for mature Jou"rnalism and ,in that 
field Time could also make a contri'buplOn." 

E.A!GE 6==--Book rev.iews. "Five of the nine hooks re-
. viewed a"re Roman Catholic. " . 

P AGE 7~Picture of funeral of Grey 'Nuns; article on' 
Austria with Romi:sh emphasis: The ,rest of the page 
ds taken-up with ads - 80 ,per cent of th,e space de
,Vl()ted to rel~gious ,~ilgrima'ges. 
PAGE!S 8 ana 9-advertising The Ensign i~self. 
PAGE I()-.Ads for pilgrimages to shrines 'and' a scotch 
whiskey ad! • 

ANTI- ROME; BUT PRO -CHRIST? 

MUCH anti-Roman Ca,tholic'sentiment is not pos'itively 
Christian. t-1ie informed Christian will realize 

that ,the teacl1ings and political aspirations 'Of the Church 
of Rome pose a ,threa:t to' the gospel and, its' progreSs; 
therefore the believer fs opposed to Roman Catholicism 
just as 'he is" opposed" to any ,anti-Ch,ristian' system. 
There is a: great deal of ()pposition to Rome, however, 
,that is not motivated by a positive devotion "tQ Christ and 
the gospel. With such 'feeling, we !It'ave no sympathy 
and, althoug,h, we 'are "pleased that men s'hould be 'y'c
'quainted with .... all threats to civil'\i'berty, we know that 
an" anti-Romani-st I 'feeling, divorced f.roIlJ 'spiritual' 
grounds, can ibe 'a ,boomerang that will inev~ta:bly strike 
'back at the Ohristian who would capitalize upon it. 

"" If we succe~d, in rousing men's anger:' against the' 
Churc:h of Rome wi,thou-t touching their souls, we have 
done them lit'tIe favour.T'hose societies and lodges which 
seek only to cultivate and fos.ter'thi-s sentiment' would be 
welI-ad.visEld to look fir-st to the spi,ritual conditions and 
we1ol4being of ,their deVlotees for a vIgorous but unsaved 
anti-Romanis,t on the way to hell is on the" same road as 
is- an unsaved Roman 'Catholic. Our de&ire is first that 
men should ,be pro-Christ and then a proper understand
in.g of the Word will make them to be anti-Roman-Ism. 

:Is it not true that an unspir.itual anti-Romanism be
c()mes ,biUer and destructive'?" It does' no good to the soul 
"of tne ,one who espouses it and i-t wHl never lead one to 
look with compassion upon lost Roman Catholics. ,If we 
lack. a compassion for those who aTe deluded and caught 
in the papal snare, we are of no service to the Master, 

We have n'oted, too, that some Christians ·ride" an anti
Roman bandwagon ;bu,t "are bUs>sfully i'gnorant of the men-

,ace of modernism. Indeed they would unite 'With mod
ernists if 1Jher-e" .wer.e an ()pportunity to strike a hlow at 
Rome. They 10ud.Jyshout if t~e" Roman Church rouses 
their i.re but are strangely silent 'as "Protestants" deny 
precious ,tr~ths. This !blindness which would see one type 
of error hut wink at another is of littI~ real value to" the 
cause of Christ. 

In. Print .4:gainl/ . ' -
, FIITY YEARS IN THE 

CHURCH OF ROM}; 

PAGE ll-Question .Box conducted "by a priest-and 
d:ea4ing wi,th orelig>iCiu8 questions· f,rom' the','Church's ' 
view,pqint. Another Mqllor ,ad appears and a directory 

B, 
FATHER CHARLES M. CHlN.QUY' 

MtU 70 yea.ra this is, still one of 12'he beat, 
books on 1Ihe .imrlde atol7 of "the RomI!Jl· 

of Roman 'Catholic college's. ' () . ' 

PAGE l~ndusion of the papaJ.article and a ci'gar-
ette ana ale ad. " 

Yet ,this propaganda sheet car.,ries ·.the deceptive de
scription - ",Canada's National News Weekly"! W·hen 
lit "lions the 'same format as Time and News1veek, it" will 
have a wider ,appeal for ,it poses as a nat~ona:I magazine 
as opposed to American magazines. 

While we are persuaded thllt the Roman 'Church is de
ceptive in using this desc,ription, we 'realize full well tha:t 
we could lea'rn f,r.om her. The Church Of R()me well knows 

• the power of .the printed pa~e", and so is determined to 
send, 'her message far, and wide by this means. Let evan-" 
geI.ica'ls 'pay more ~eed to ,the ,p~i!llt~d page. 

'Church. It fa written by a former Canactian' 
priest whose charaCter ~u hTepro8ehable. 
Even his 8uperiors pve ,g'lowing, testimony 
of Ilia" ability and character. ' 

EVERY PROTESTANT SHOULD 
READ ITr 

'11Ua is not a paJpphlet or:, booldet but .. ". 
472 page, clOth ~ volume. ~rlce $3.71. 

. WRITE NOW FOR YOU'R COPY , 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS , 18, Genard SL B. - T __ to ~. ~tario 

" "' 
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SMASH CHRlSTIANITYI 
WIN AMERICA -
FOR MOHAMMED I 

San Francisco, Apr-il 5-Moslem missionaries have· 
arrived on the West ,Coa!st of the United States to propa
gate :their ,religion and buHd, a mosque in this area, ,it 
was reported -t~ay. Some of them have been inter
viewed by Allan Finley, regional director of International 
'Students, Inc., an organization which seeks to lead for
eign students to Christ.' The missionaries plan not only 
to win converts' to I'Siam but to keep Moslem students in 
the U.S. from aeeep,ting Christ. 

F'inley says the leader of the Mos1em group came to 
America from Pakistan largely because 'his son, who is 
'a college studen,t an -California, was leaning toward 
Christianity' from contact with American evange,licals. 

'> , . . " 
IT,he :M:oslem team told Finley that widespread ,appeals 

are ·being made 'in ·the Islam'ic world for lay missionaries 
to go to America.. Moslem leaders feel a spiritua'! vacuum 
exists in -the United 'States' and declare that -Christian
ity here has produced a co,rrupt society in which moral 
standards' !have· collapsed. The churches, they s'ay, are 
without si'gnificant 'inilluence: and are little more than 
social institutions. 

On the basis of these claims the leaders of IsI'am are 
enHsting their f-inest ~~ndos in a campa'i-gn to win 
America for Mohammed. Their missionaries on the 
West Coam include a profess'or, a ,businessman and.a 
retired legislator. -

The group has formed The 'Mos1em Society which meets 
at '870 Castro 'Street .in San Francisco and offers f.ree 

lectures on Islam on .Sunday ·afternoons, They a·re trav
. eling' througlh -GaUfornia in a search for converts and 
funds with which to bu-ild a mosque inJhe San F·rancisco 
BaY-area. 

'Fbcal poinJt for Moslem activity .in itli~ U.S . .is ·the 
I'slamic ·Center in Washington, D.IC., where a full-scale 
cultural and educational program is underway to increase 
the Prophet's fol1lowing in America. Under the leader
ship of Dr. Mohammed Bisar, formerly of Cai·ro, Egypt, 
a $5 million mosque :has been constructed 'along "Em
'bassy Row" on Massachusetts Ave. in Wa!s'hington. Many 
Americans are included 'among those who worship there 
regularly. ' 

-:-From The Western Voice 

-' GOD NEVER UNDERTOOK A FAILURE 

God never -undertook a faUu're. Th'e Old Book' which 
is worth all other books .put togeth~r, makes .it plain that 
'God has undertaken to regulate this world by GO'spel in
fluences' and-if he has the power he will do what he s'ays 
hoe wiH,and no one who amounts to anyth'ing' wd-U deny 
his power. God has said' a hundred times "I· wiU," :bu:t 

\ nevez: once has said "I cannat." We may with our tack 
h~mmers pound 'away, trying to mend and hnprove .a~d 
'straigliten the condition of the world and be disappointed 
in ··the result, 'because ou·r a-rms are too weak and the 
hammers ·we wield too 'small; 'but the most def'iant diffi
culty will flatten and disappeal' when God with a hammer 
made of summer thundel"bolts strikes it, say.ing, "The 
crooked shaU be made straight." 

-T. DEWITT TALMAGE 

FRIENDLINESS OR 'BROTHERHOOD? 
Evangelica!l Ohristians recognize the 'right of Jews and 

Roman Catholics, Moslems and Buddhists to worship God 
according ,to .the dictates of thei'r conscience 'and to enjoy 
fulllib.erty of expression and propaganda. We would fight 

· f<>r their rights under the Consti,tution,. of the Un.ited 
States. "-

-But evangelical Ohristians b-elieve that men can only 
be saved by aeeeptan,Fe of Jesus' 'Ch·rist ,as 'God and 
Sav.iouT and OIbedience to Him according to ·the Holy 
Scriptures. The Apostle Pau!} set us a noble example 
of ·the way ChriSltians should conduct themselves ·among 
men of other fa:iths: '. 

We do not beLieve the Apostle Paul would be happy 
under the working .cpnditions existing between a much
publicized Presbyterian minister and a Jewish rabbi in 
New Y'Ol'k ·Cioty. 'The two congregations occupy a single 
house of worship and catTy ona united religious, social, 
civic and neigh'bo'urhood 'prog,ram of activity. The poj>u
.Jar ·TV· show, "Bi-g S'Urprise'~,. featured these two re- . 
ligianists ·in ·an effort to equat'e Christianity and Judaism 
'and promote the fa!lse doctrine of the Brotherhood of 
Man and the Fatherhood of God apa:nt from the accept~ 
ance of Jesus Chl'list'as God and Savio.ur. 

·Tohe ,time ·has come for'S. ,rebirth of the Pauline attitud'e 
toward ·the J'ews and all other reUgionists, on 'the part 
of Ohristians everywhere. . 

-United E'lJangelical' Action, Editorial. ._. 

THE CHILDHOOD OF GOD'S SERVANTS 

Mary Slessor of Calabar 

I T WAiS a coM raw evenin~ -in the slums of Dundee. 
Under ~t!he a·rches which led from the Cowgate the 

sha:dows lay black and mysterious, per-haps the refuge 
of a family of beggars or the lair of a gang of town 
roughs. Beyond the arches there reared up many
stGreyed slum dwellings with pale lights of candle or 
lamp flickering in their uncurtained whfdows. A ~uted 

• chorus of quarrell'ing and wailing and ,sin·g·ing came from 
the houses within.' Now and then a poor bent figure 
scuttled through the dark passages into the pale .glow 
under the tenements and disappea·red up one' of the nar
row outside staircases; 'or a. couple of drunken sailors, 
arm in ann and shouting and quarrelling, 'straggled 
crookedly across the open space to ·hammer on any door 
they came to, Wltil they found one which admitted them. 
On the lower floor of the nearer tenement was a . large, 
10ng, lighted window, ·bright in comparison with the 
others a!bave, because the ,glass was clean and a pair of 
cheap white curtains hung ·insIde. T·he door -beside it 
wa's sihut, Ibut every now an'd then 'youthful figures. in 
twos and threes knocked to' be admitted, and the door 

· closed, quickly ibeh~nd them. From within came laughter 
and snatches of song an'd then someone started a cheer
ful hymn wh'ich was takenoup by a dozen young voices. 

As ,jf in reply, there came a·burst of coarse laughter 
from one of the murky archways, and half a dozen young • 
louts lounged out into the light thrown by the window. 
They were ripe for mischief. They 'had spent tne eve
ning rOa~ing in the narrow streets of the toWn, shouting 
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abuse, pursuing the few womenfQlk who were a·broad~ 
gamb~ing. for half-pennies under the dim street lamps, 
bickering with each other, and only ;united when/ they 
saw some miserable cat or dog ql' human to torment. 

"Yon's Mary's meeting house," 'said one of them, .and 
a lou'd guffaw 'greeted his remark. Another gave a sh.rill . 
falsetto imitation of the hymn which was being sung. 

"Jamie!." shouted one of the roughs, "try your weight." 
One of them laughed and drew out of his pocket a large 

lead weight· attached to a long ,piece of ·string. "Aye," he 
shouted "and th'is'll do for 'Mary!" And he ·swung ,it 
roun!!. h,is .head in a deadIy circle till 'it whistled and sang 
in the darkness. ":). . 

"'I'll gO'wa'too for 'her;".~Baid one and he lumbered off 
down the black ilassa'ge hy the 'Cowgate, 'while the others 
gathered together under a shadQWy ~all. 

The hymn was ove:r,- now. 'Someone opened the door 
!besi'de the bright ~indow and, looked out, O'bviously wait
ing fo'ra late 'comer. The louts could not resist a shower 
of stones an'd, mud, and the do'or closed hastily. Jamie 
sni'ggered an'd swurig his lead so .near one of his com
pan'ions that he cur'sed loudly and stuck 'his hand up. Hut, 
before they fell to f.ig.hting, there came running feet 
from the direction of the Cowgate. and the self-appointed 
sentry called out, "She's coming! 'Mary Blessor's coming!" 

In the silence that foll'owed they ;heard -light footsteps 
hUzTying down th'e narrow archway, and there came into 
view ·the slight figure of a girl 'of a!bout f.ifteen, simply 
dressed, with the u'~ual shawl over her head. 

mhe boys .drew together, all six of them, backing until 
they stood within the light from the ial"ge window, ,block
mg her way to the do·or. Jamie begun circling h'is head 
round and round, drawing nearer an'd nearer to the g·irl 
as she approached. ·At length she stopped and then.softly 
and menacingly :they closed in around her, waiting for 
l).'er ~erve to break tinder the widening circles of the 
murderous lea'd. . 

IMary Slessor ha:d ,faced awkward 'situations 'in her 
short 'life and was no stranger to cruelty and, bullying, 
but it would have to ·be a force ~ndeed which would keep' 
her from the-prayer meeting she held for ,the young folks 
in tlhe slums'. She !prayed as' she stood there, threatened 
and 'defenceless, and 'she simply told :the Lord she was 
on His ibusines's and needed His protection. In years to· 
come, she fOQnd, this habit as ·!!ffective as it was now. 
How 'many hundreds of times' in the African bush was 
s:heto'stand alone in defence' of the slave, the mother of 
twins, the runaway?, Personal fear or we'akness became 
her opportunity for calling on God and His -strength, 
and in His' strengtha'lone she was to learn how to 
triumph.' . 

In the clear blue eyes which now 'gazed' on the 'bullies 
of the Cowgate, was the same corn'peHing powe·r which 
was to be used! on the 'degraded African chief or the 
blood-thirsty witch doctor, e~pecting of them an 'Obed,i
ence which was contrary to all their trad~tions .. 
. lMeanwh~le the lead san'g at .the end of the string and 
Jamie guided dt nearer and nea,rer to the small head so 
J.igihtly protect~d iby the th'in shawl.' In the last circle it 
grazed her ihair, but she never fl,inched. 

",S'he's game, :boys!" he cried 'in spite of himself, and 
the lead felI to the ground as' he slackened the cord: 

"Now Will ye ·be coming to my meeting?" she said 
inV'i.tingly~ 'and made' for the :bright wind'Ow and the door 
whiCh, was open'ing for her. 

o JSon:leth'ing remained· oftlhe. spell of her steadfastness 

, 
and, as if led by an invisiible power, the Iboys foHowed 
·her into 'the club room. They .found hymn books pushed 
in;to their hands, places made for them on the oenches, 
and with'in the brightly lighted room, a we.Icome· and 
fellowship which was not to be had outSiide in the cold 
alleys. '. .. 0 .' 

When it was Ma,ry's turn to speak, they listened spel'l
bound while she spoke of God as a Person·to be reckoned 
with ·in ;her life. In the Bible, she told them, were mes
sages from Gdd ·for 'her andi for :them, messages: which 
would change their wh'Ole lives, telling them 'how to live, 
how to behave, ando what to say. Then she spoke of Jesus 
Christ as if He were someone she knew who lived. near-by 

· and to Whom she couid go for hel!p and adv:ice, someone 
~ who was the finest Leader wlho ever lived and yet loved 

you enough to be a F:r:iend. . 
Wl!.en it· was' allover, Jamie an'd h.is friend I!! slouched 

home in' silence. Jamie's fingers closed on the hideous 
bit of lead in h'is po~ket and' he knew he could never use 
it 'a'gain to buHy and torment. But what he did not know . 
was that his awed and uncomfor.twble feelings were to 
be eXper,ienced ·by' many a sayage African in CaI,!I!ba.r 
who in another twenty or thirty years wa's to cOl!le under 
the spell of Mary Slessor and be forced to give up his 
evil ways. 
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JESUS TRIED BY GODLESS~ GENTILE RULERS 
Lesson Text: Luke 23.:1-12. 
Golden Text: "I ,give .thee charge' in !Ilhe sight of God, Who 

quiciteneth aU things, and lbeforeOhrist Jesus, who before 
Pontius Pilate wiltm.essed a good confession." 

" -1 Timothy 6:13 
I. The First Trial Before Pilate: verses 1-6. 

'Pamllel Passages: \Matt. 27:2, 11-14;' :Mark 1'5:1-6; John 
18:28-38. 

The Roman civil triai of Christ, be the Jewish reli'giO'llS 
trial, was in ·three stages; (1) :the first apperurance before 
Pillllte, the Roman Governor of tile Kingdom af Judaea:' (2) 
the appearance before Herod. Antipas, the tetraclh or natIve 
ruler of the provi'll!Ce of Galilee: (3) the final .trial 'before 
PHa-te. . . . 

The Jewish religious ooull'ts did not have :tale authority to 
condemn. a man to death (John 18 :31); ·that power rested 
solely with the civi,l courts. The Jews were com,p~l~ed~ there
fore, to bring their c~e !before ofihe Roman Governor. They 
desired ·tha.t Pilate slhould con!firm their judgment at once 
a:nd declare the HOly One guilty of death without flllI"liher 
investigation, but Pilate knew othat "for enrVy they !had' de-

· Uvered him" and he determined to enquire into the matter 
(\Matt. 27:18). It is ever the custom of Satan to hurry wicked 
men Who commit crimes, while the Spirit of God would re
strain ilihem a:nd cause them to think upon ,their 'Ways (Prov. 
~:26; 5:3~6). -.. 

The chazige made against Christ in the reHgious ,tria! had. 
been that of 'blasphemy, laid against Him ibe'cause He haeL· 
elaimedj)C) be 'God (iMatJt. 26:63-66). Had 'He not been G~ 
that charge 'would have been just (Lev. 24:16). 
. In the 'Gentile civil coul'lt Christ was charged on ·three 
cOUlllts, al~ of ,them false; .(1) perverting the nation (verses 
2, 14). But far from injuring the state, our Lord was making 

· the highest ·possible contribution to the ,good of the country' 
by ,turning the hearts of men from theIr evil ways. It was 
said that He was stirring up the ,people. 'The word which 
Christ preaChed does arouse the 'Co~eDJCeS of men and 
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bring a!bout divIsions, but' the effect is sahitary, for the 
good 'inust ever separate ,themsellves from ·the evil; .if·,·they,: . • 
would remain pure (Matt. 10:'34-38, Luke 14:25-27). (2) For
bidding tJhe giving of tri'bute. On the other hand, ,there was . 
evidence to the contrary (!Matt. 17 :24-27 ; Luke 20 :25). 
(3) Setting up Ii. riva!l Kmlgdom (!M:a:tt. 2:2, 3;' John 6:15). 
Pilate himself evidently understood' that. Chris.t did not claim 

· to ,be a King in the politicaJl. sense (John 18:33-37). 
This t.rial was- a farce, since Ohr-ist was without sin (Heb. 

4:15; 7:26). Only 00l! ·the evidence of f-a:lse witnesses cou'ld 
" any ehartge against. Hi'll). be sustained '(Ps~. 27:12). In realilty, 

· . the judges themselves were' 'on tria!l, ·since their ·own words' 
would cond'emn -th~ (!MllJtt. 12:37). • 

. , 
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II. The Brief Trial before Herod': verseS 6-12. 
Herod, .the native ruler of -'Galilee, happened to be in 

JerusaJ.em' at that .time, prolbalblly to -alltend the 'Feast of ·the 
p.assover. The chance reference to ·Galilee on .the ·part 6f a " 
spokesman for the people suggested ,to·Pi'late 'a way o'f es'CapE) . 
from the necessity af passing judgment upon Christ.· The 
Roman Govemor sou&lht to evade -the issue. It takes ·coura;ge 
to face the truth; the' majority hold down the ,truth 'by their 
unri'ghteousness (Rom. 1:18). . 

Herod Antipas, Wlh9 had . rejected. othe testimony of John 
the Baptist. and had' kHtled ~at Pl"9P'het, displayed curiosity 
on a for-mer occasion when ·he heard of . the. miracles 'per
fOl"lJled by. the iSaviour (lLuke 9:7-9)., He cOO'lSIde,!.'ed the 
present circumstances as affording a good, oppOlr.tuni-ty for 
gratifying ,his' desire to see a ma.ni'festation of supernatural 
power, not knowing ,tihaIt sip are 'granted solely in allswer . 
·to failth and for the 'gloroy of God. Ohrist was si1ent.lbefore 
him ('Isa. 53:7). The malicious cruelty .which Herod dis
played was in keeping with his character: he might. stUI be 

· described as ''that fox" ('~ke 1'3:32).' ' 
PiI~te imd Herod were at' one in ·their'refusa-l t~ release. 

the Ohrist, and these 'ilwQ enremies became fr~ends (Acts 4:27). 
Devotion to a c6mmon 'cause frequently 'heals minor breaches, • 
but ,Pi~ate ·and Herod should have unIted· to 'see that justice, 
rather than, ihj.usti~e, was pe~o~e~. ' : -

The fin~ t:r:ia-l be!fo:re 'Pilate is 'dcscri'bed in verses 13-26 
(Matt. 27:15-~6; Mark 15:6-15; Jom 18:39, (0) .. Pilate hi~
self was ,wioUing' to release Ohrist 'a~d repeated' his jud,iciaJl 
finding tihat tfue Saoviour was innocent of ·tJhe char.ges brought 
against'Him, ,but PHate'made the mistake.·of attempting to 
'reason with the peop1e: He was weak, vaciHating ami untrue' 
to. his convictions.· 

The ,incident of the release of Bara;bbas, a rebel and a -rour- . 
derer, ·rather than Ohrist, ,the S'Potless Lamb of ,God, wiH . 

· .. afford an il'lustration ·of "the vicarious ~tonement wrought out 
for us iby Christ. Our '~aviour took tfue place of ,Barwbbas as 
a cond~mned .crimina'l, whereas ·.the 'gui1lty man went free 
(2 ·Cor. 5:21). [, 

The voices: af the peQple and' .the ~hief priests prevailed 
with ,P~Iate over "his own judgment (verses 4, 14, 22; Matt. 
27:24), ,the moveme:nJt ·of ,conSiCience, ,the adivice df his wife. 
(,Matt. '27:19) and the testimony of Christ Hi;mself. Pilate 
fonowed tfue muUitude to do evi~ (ExQd'. 23:2).' .' . 

'Dhe words. and ·actions. of, 'Pilate show that it is not easy, 
in ·fact that.nit"is im-p,ossi'Me, to shift respori~iJbility, so far as . 

· our relati:onship with '-christ is concerned (Rom. 14:.12). TohJ 
questi-on must ,be answered, 'CW'hat ,then·sha.ll I do <with Jesus 

· which is"caBed' ,Christ ?" (!Matt. 27:22), 

Daily Bible Readings 
. June 4-G604 'Confessjonbefore Pilate t .................... 1 Tim. 6 

June 5-The Sins of Herod ......... , ..................... : ... ,. Matt. 14:1-12 
June 6-The Curiosity of Herod .............. " ............. Luke 9:1-9 
June 7-Herod ".that fox" ......................... : .... : .. : .. Luke."13:31-35 
June .8-Pi~ate's Wife ........ -............................... Matt. 27:19-24 
June 9-The Final- Trial ()of JOhrist ...... , ............ Luke 23:13-26 
June"'-lO-Oh.rlst .the Ki,ng ............ """ .. ""., .. ": .. "" ... John 1.8:35-40 

. . Suggested Hyrims .... 

JeSUs is standi1lig in Pi!late's ·hall. 
Oh, what w~n yOu .do with Jesus,? 
W'haot slha:}ll I do 'With Jesus? .
Firmly stand-fQr god. 
Have you 'any room for Jesus.? 
Pass me not,. 0 ,gerntle Saviour:. , . 

I .. 

May 31~ 1956 

.' 

.·WHA rs THE ANSWER •. '. 
() . 

• •• 'to Ro"'.n C.tholit exp.nsiOIi-in ",,,ild.,? 
- Establish. 'g~spel ~ pr~achin~ ch'urches , 

.. -
~ ~ • to the .d,.nte- ol.inoll,rnism iii (tin.d.? 

Establish . gospel' 7 ·preachin.g chu'r~hes ! 

• ' •• to the· men.te 01 the tults? 
Establ.ish gospel- preaching churches 

••.• to ~he need lor .n.tion-wide ev.~;elis';'? 
Establish gospel- preaching 'churches' 

The divi.ne _'program 'has never .been im

proved . upon a!1d ~o~ern substit~~es ~ave 
bee:!1 weighed and. fou~d wanting. Pioneer 

. work is the answer. Herp us senddedica'h!d 
workers· into the' growing' ar~as of Can~da. 

• 
1: Send· iarge ~tiom, ~o .The COll8ervtltive" 

Regular Bapiist. AssOCiation: 01 Caruiiia, {J37 
Ja~is St., Toronio 2, Canirda. Each dollar '. 
will . ile prayerlu~ly' .pe~. (IricOme , taz 
reeeipt ",ill-.be inail~ promptly)". 

2. Join. the Dollar~A.-M'Onth t;:lub. ·Your moiaey 
will' be' devoted to a clwrch' e%terasion '0";' 
f!J.iui t~ lend. money' fo ~ ch:urche~ . that 
lJUitable b~ildini!.· may b~ erec~" _ 

Write- todayl .. 

H~e CI part iii-the Bummer progra,m! 

- 0 

The' Conservative ae,alar 8aptl •• Association of Cana.da, . 
• . 337 Jarvi. Street.. - , , 
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