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- THE TRU·E PERSP-ECTIVE 
The curse of the ·Lord is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation 

of tJie just. (Prov.3:33). . 

APP,EARANCES can be very deceiving. Things or 
persons may n()t a)ways '"be properly estimated' by 

reference to thei,r outward eJepression, for ·this is fre­
quently mlsleading. Whereas that which preseI\ts itself 
ro our view may 'seem to be desirable and attractive, it 
may actually be repulsive.. . . 

The very persons whose positions we ~nvy may, at 
the saine ti~, be heartsick and desirous ()f change. Our 
own l'ack of acquaintance and "familiaz;i,ty with their por­
tion causes' us to view it throu'gh cOloured glas'ses and 
to be envious. Ilf we were given an intimate-gliinps:e ()f 
pluch of that which we covet, we would ~O()n be contented 

that light, it is terribly true that ·"the curse of .the Lord 
is in the hous'e of the <wicked : but he blesseth the habi­
tation of the just.';' In eternity the external appearance 
wiH be revealed to have been a deceptive mask which hid 
reality. Th~t which may once ,have ,been ,the envy of men 
will be accursed of God. 

, . 

, I with our own lot! 

. This 'lea,ds us to 'a'sk .jf we must wait for eternity to 
see the truthfulnes's of .this ,statement. By faith, we 
now knou' 'that it is ,true but, as well, another thou·ght 
confirms its validity. The jUst 'wiH ·envy the .position 
of the wickied only if the mind of the ju'St is u·pon sec­
ondary considerations. If" the judgment is placed upon 
a 'spiritual basis, the Christians will not envy the most 
flourishing among the ungodly. ' 

, 

Eow often does the lot of the wicked seem to .be ,in 
pleasant places!' When the ungodly .'pros'per,' the believer 
may be led to ask if there is any mora{ justice 'in ,the 
universe and if God is upon the throne. Yea, he may 
even be led to 'Cast longing -eyes at the ·portion of the 
unsaved, believing t;hat the whole story is told by the 
eJeternal appearance .. 

The writer of the .:book of P.roverbs beheld Hfe in its 
tllue perspective when he wrote that "the curse of the· 
Lord 'is in the h()use ()f the -wicked: but he 'blesseth the 
habitation of the just." . It is well for th"e(Christian to 
remind himself of this "if he is ever tempted to envy the 
seeming prosperity of the ungodly or' t()' question the 
deali"ngs of God. 

. 'This' stateme1)t of scripture may often appear to be a 
false description of life for on every hand it would tieem 
that the ungodly do prosper and that the saints ~re at a 

. disadvllD'tage. Only blatant infidelity would lead any­
one, however, to doubt the Word of God upon this m~t­
tel'. By faith we must accept the Lord's estimate and 
base our lives upon the sure supposition ,that it· is right. 

Several considerations will prompt us to catch a glimpse 
of the truthfulness of the hliblical' observation. It is 
obvious' that the Word of God views all of life 'from the 
vantage point of ·eternity and hence its decIarations are 

• made in the l'ig'ht of .eternity. Tlhe wi~d seem to 
flourish for the short season of time hut soon that brief 
mom~nt is past and then time t~bleS into eternity. In 

;The Word of God pl~ces' the emphasis where it should 
be - upon the spiritual, the thing>s relating to man's , 
spiritual welfare. 'That type of "evangeUcalism" today 
which emphasizes either man's physical good alone (as 
"in healing) or his present social adjustment (as 'in re­
Jiogious 'Psychology) .i'B a distortion of the gospel. The 
gospel of Jesus 'Christ views the gre'atest needs of man 
'and comments upon human life with these values in 
mind. Therefore, "the habitation of't'he just is bles's'ed" 
because 'the just 'Person, whether 'he be 'aR beggar· or a 
p,rince, has been redeemed from sih by ,the blood of 
Jesus -Ghrist; he is at peace with God and it is his privi­
lege to 'have the peace of God in his ·soul. '''T-he curse of 
the Lord is in ;the houSe 'of the wicked" ;because, like'the 
people of Egypt long ago, the wicked are not under the 
shed blo.od of the passover Lamb. Furthermore, :the out­
ward serenity Qf 'the wicked is not accompanied by an 
inner peace of ,God. Indeed, "if for one moment we could 
view the inner state of soul of some of the very persons 
we envy, we would not l()ng cherish their po'sition. The 
contemplation of our own turmoil of soul pz;ior to salva­
tion i's eD(~ugh to cause us to recognize that the Lord has 
cor.rectly 'estimated life and ,people in His Word. 

\ . . 
In the light of this truth, the 'psalmist uttered the 

'sentiments that should ~araoj;erize every Chri'stian -
"I 'had rather be a doorKeeper in the h'ouse of my God, 
than ,to dwell in the tents of wic~edness." 

, 
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, ATtiCle,S on'the Church: ' 
In 'this is'Sue 'of THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS appears the first 
arfficle in:!l short se~ies on ',the" subject of the church~ We 

, invite our readers to give careful attention to this simple 
studif ,Jor.it, assumes a new :impottance in this d'ay of 

"modernist, betrayal and the reaction in evangelical Roth- ' 
".ingar-ianism. The 'writer is: a Baptist ~but he has come 
, to tMs view of the ,church, not because of I traditional " 

training" but out of' a deep conviction that it is the scrip-
tural representation of the church. _ \' 

A Reminder .-
" We'Sitill ~ffer the book The,Pri-est, The .Woman arid 

, The, ConfeSSional' for' t:hesmail. sum of fifty ceii.ts. 
" RegidarlypriOO<iat one dollar, thiJI ,book isa 

devastlilting exposure, of the Romanist confessi~nal 
and i,ts' terrihle 'effects upon the soul 'and mind. 

, Pros-pf!ctive Christian'Workers! 
\ ~," I • 

Among' our ,readers there are 'pr~balbly many who 'feel 
called to: ,the' work of the' 'Lora. You wiIl be looking f.or 
some suitarbl!! place',Of traiD'iD'g~ , THE'GOSPEL WIT~ESS 
would recommend 'Toronto :Baptist ISeminary ,as a school 
where a sound, evangelical course is, offered to p'rospec'­
tixe pastors and Chi-i'stian' workers: Write today for a' 
free, ~mprehensive prosiiectus.' Add,ress all inquiries to 
the Registrar, 337 JarVis Street, 'Toronto 2, Ontario. 

o. • • ~ 

HORRORS I "A GOOD BA:PTIST" ADVOCATES 
DIPLOMATIC TIE WiTiI VATICAN, , ,:, 

Ba'ptists- 'ha~e-historicaliy ,stood' for the separation of 
.. church and 'state; ther.efore; when we hear of, sOme' '''Bap­
. tist" advocating'the esta!blishmen't of diplomatic relations 

V\!'ith the Vatic~n; we naturally are ·surprised. 'Ex-presi­
, dent Harry Truman of t,he U .IS.A. ,is at his' old game 

, once more· and is pleading this c~e. ' We may 'admire l).is 
, 'persi"stenoo hut we, cannot- help !but have contempt for, 

his betrayal of the pritmiples which he claims to espouse, 

, TRU'MAN ~RGES VATICAN TIE~ 
, New Yark TImes' Service, ' , 

. Rome, !May 'lS-Former 'President ;Harry S. Tl'1lman on 
_ his -arrival here today strongly advocated the establish-, 
, ment oI:f diplomatic il'ell8ltions between: 1ilie United States 

,and the Vatiean. ' , ' , ,,' " , 
'Such relations would' helip ,the 'peace Jof the, world, he ' 

said, Truman ihastened to stress that he was a good 
Baptist. ' . / , ',' " 

" The former President is d~e to have 'a private a~dience 
with the Pope Sunday morning.' , ' , , 
, "I'm ,pr~ to discuss with His Holiness .a;ny matter 
he cares to bring Uip," Truman said, making 'it clear that 
he himself had nor specific topic in 'stOre..for his talk wi.th ' 
the pontiff. ", ' 

, , Copyri!gpt, 1'956. ~e New'York Titp.es Company 
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, 5.5. Lesson an~ Exchang~, 
''I' am not,ash~med of the gospel of "chri~t."-Ro~ans I: 16 

• 
v ~ddr.". Corre.ponde"ce: :' 

THE GOSPEL' WlYNES'S' 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto ~' .: - Canada 

Telephone WA'inut 1-7415 
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'NOTHING 'WITHOUT ACTION 
, 'Let not' your·' exertions end 'in "tea.rs;, mere weeping 

, will do nothing without 'action. Get on your feet! You ' 
who :have voices" and might, 'go forth and preach the ' 
gospel! You who have wealth, go' fort'h and spend it ,for 
the 'poor, th'~ sick, the needy and' dying, the unE'.ducated, 
-the unenlightened! You who 'have, time, go forthAmd ' 
spimd . -it in ~eedos of goodne'Ss! Yau who have power -in 
'prayer, 'go fortlt and pray.! You who can, ;h:andle the, pen, 
go forth and write down iIi.~quit.y!, Everyone of you to 
your gun in this day of,baWe,:now for God and 'for, His 
truth, for ,God 'and, for the nig.ht!Let'"every OD'e of us 
who knows t'he Lord seek to fight ,uD'Qer 'His banner! 

"" ' ~G. H. 'SPURGEON 

HOME-GOING OF J~ W. HENNESSEY , 
On ThursdayevEm'ipg, May' 17, Mr'-'John W. Hennessey 

passed on to be with Christ., Mr. Hennessey was a, mem­
'ber'of th'e Board 'of Directors of THE GOSPEL WITNESS, -
'a Deacon" of Jarvis Street Baptist' 'Church 'and a leader 
in the adult ,~epartm.ent of the Jarvis :Street Bible :SchooL' 
His ,pa:ssing ca:me"as' a shock to his many f~iends for 
during the ,week ,he had atten'dedi'-:t'he regul'ar Sunday 
serVices, the deacons' meeting and the'lSunday IScliool' 

, DEAD FOR:MS, teach'ers' meeting. Mr. Hepnessey's 'humble walk, de- ~ , 
All' form iff' worship is 'Uke' fire, it is a good, servaitt 'voted service, and sage counsel, made him a valued mem~ 

but it ,is 'a had master, 'and ,it needs, to be kept vet'y bel" of the church; his 'interest in tthe gospel and 'his con-' 
rigidly in subordination, or else the spirituality of OhTis~ cern for the sOuls of- men led 'him :to" spel)d much time 
tian worship vanishes 'before men kno'w; 'and they, are' in visitation arid' personal work. , 
left with their dead forms which are only'evils-crutches "Biessed are t'he dead which die hi the 'Lord . . . their • 
that'make people limp' by the very' act-of using them. 'works do foUowthem." 

.... ,-ALEXANDER ,MACLAREN ' 
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'C~ming to Christ 
A ~rmon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Pre~hed in Jarvis Street Baptist-Church, Toro~to, Sunday Morning, December 14th, 1930 
• I ...... 

.' . ('StElDographically Reported') .' 

"Him that cometh to me I wilt- in no wise cast out."-John 6:37. 
. . 

'~HIS sim~le' t.ex~.is one ~hich we hav~ all frequently" Departments. And if it be not '8'0,' if that 'b~ not your 
.I: quoted. I am sure I have 'so u-s'ed It .. hundreds of desire; if something else than that is'in your heart, then ' 

tImes, perhaps·thousands. But ,I do .not know that I have pray for yourselves that you may be ibrou·ght into such 
ever employed it as I!- text.' for a sermon. This morning ~elations·hJp to ,Christ that you will share His passion 
I take it in order to· make the 'Way of Hfe very. simple' to for the· solil~ of ·men. 
every seeking ·soul. I remember hearing of a great man Ou~ Lord said, "Him that cometh to me I will in no . 
of God who used to be' a Baptist minister of thi·s country,' wise c.ast :out." i remember, and you' who are Christians 
who once fadng a 'congregation rema·rked· to a friend; . all remember, that in the day and hour when you were 
"This is my church for the jud'gment d-aY". I think saved, you were brought to a knowledge of salvation, 
every preacher ought to feel that; I think all you teach- and to· an assurance of it :BY· some very ordinary thing. 
ers oug.ht to 'feel that. As often as you have opportu'nity that you had· probwbly heard often before, -but on that 
of speaking the Word of. God, 'it is your chance to leave particula.r occasion the Holy Ghost made I1;he ordinary 
others without excuse, and to do you·r duty so 'that you extraol"~.inary, and 1ilie commonplace most uncommon . 

. will ~ot 'be 'ashamejl to stand.'before Christ at last. When the 'Spirit of God energizes. the tru-th of Hi-s Word, 
. it is then that souls are saved. I am pot concerned' about what people' s'ay of the 

·preaCher. FOl'tunately; I 'hav~ 'passecl" through enough 
to learn to be, -in some m.easure at least, indifferent to 
human' opinions. I am concerned that no one shall ever 
come within these walls without hearing the way of 

.<' :life; I . say I 'am supremely concerned ·aibout this, ·tl}at. 
. '. eVery one who comes to··this chureh as o:f)ten as -they 

>come should ·be able to. say, ''W!bat~ver eIse he d'id, he 
made the way of salvation plain".. That is the ·preacher's 
business~ 

J'esus stood at the grave of Lazarus, and He said what 
anybody' could have said. Martha could have said it; 
Ma-ry could have said it; imy;f>ody could have 'said it. 
An;y·body could have uttered the words that:Jesus uttered 
when He said, "LazarUs, come' forth!" Bilt those ·.w.orde 
on other lips, uttered ,by another voice than His, would 
n'ever have _penetrated the deaf ear Of Laza·rus, and 
Lazarus would never ·have come for.th in Oibedience' to 
any human call.,Nor does -anY'body receive,rChrist without 
the dire:ct ministry of -the Holy Ghost. Only as the word . 
spoken ,becomes the voice of God, only as the dead hea·r 
the voi~ of the 'Son of 'God do they really live. 

.' J am going to assume' this morning that there are some 
here, .and not -a few,; who 'are -really enquirers, wlio would 
Iike to know what they must do to -be -Saved. Are there 

, some heI:e this morning Who would like to go out of that 
door saying, "J have p'ass~ from death 'unto life". Are 
the.re some :who came in without a certain knowled·ge that 
your s'ins a·re 'forgiv!)'D, tha,t you' . are a child of -God and 

. an heir -of- ·glory, who. would like to leave this place ,by 
and by'sayi.ng, "Now 'I know whom I have believed'; 
now I a~ able'·to read my title clear to mansions in. the 
skies"? Is· there a -m,an or a woman here, or.a !boy or a 
girl sincerely desirous-of· knowing the way of salvation ? 
And as for you who 'are Christians :here this morn'ing, 
what is the uppermost desire in your hearts? What w.ould 
give you this morn'ing the g·reatest possiple pleasure? 
What would lead you' to praise the God of all grace more 
than anything 'else?' 'Would it be that someone, t'l)at 
many, should be saved'? 

Now just examine your 'hearts 'a minute, you who are 
Christians,'What did' you come to church for this morn­
ing? What is ·the first thing ,in your heart this morn­
-ing? What is the uppermost, .overmastering desire? What 
has been the subject of your prayer? For what do you. 
now pray? That souls may ibe saved? Is that'i.t?- Is that 
really the thing you long. for more than anything else? 

. If i,t be so, then 'I am sure you will pray earnestly as I 
trY to make the way of life plain even ~o the Beginners' 

Now you who are Christians, pray that the dead -may. 
live this 'morning, and, y-ou who came in' here 'without 
Ohrist, give earnest heel to' tl).e thiil'gs you hear, if per­

.adventure ·God may grant you this hou·r repentance unto 
m~ ' . 

'I. 
SALVATIQN CONSISTS 'IN COMING TO CHRIST. Salvation is 

· dependent upon contact with Christ. There -is no satis- . 
faction for .the soul 'apart from Chl~ist. 'In Him, It i-s 
promised, our spiiituill ·hunger and th'i-rst 'shall be satis­
fied. But if we'l!re to ,be saved, we must come to 'Christ. 

Now let me, first of all, very simply brush all su!bsti­
tutes aside. Sometimes it ·is necessary to say things in 
the simplest and' most commonplace fa'shion to make the 
way of lite plain. Salvation cannot consist in any sort of 
hereditary righteousness, in any earthly inlJerilhnce of 
any kind. Your mother may have prayed for you, 'but 
your mother's prayers will not save you, unless they are. 
answered hy -ieading 'you to pray for yours·elf .. Is there 
any such -thing as vicarious salvation? Weare not going 
to be saved by all the gO'odness of parents, or relatives, 

· and all the 'godliness of all our ant~edants. It is· a per­
sonal 'matter; and you can be save4 only as you yourself 

· come to Christ. 

.1 
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That means that we are not saved iby .any ceremon~al "Him. that cometh to me I will·in no wise cast olit." Now 
observance. Now there are some of you who were sprink- t:bat is defin-ite. He does not here tell you what you wiJ.I 
'led, imd it was called ,baptism, pel"haps 'the person who 'get if you come, but He does say that" whatever benefits 
administered the rite said, "Dearly beloved, seeing that may ,be derived from contact wi,th Christ shall 'belong' to 
'this chii'd i's now regenerate" and so on; but that d'id not the man or woman, without exception, who will come to 
make YOUJegenerate .. No water administered 'in child- Him, just come to· Hi!m.· And you can ·be absolute!y sure. 
'hood,' or in adult .}.ife, no observance of any kind, no that you wiU not be ca'st out. 
ord-i~ance, going to mass, or' anything else, can :pos'sibly Now ,it .is of no use ,going on a journey If you are not 
avail. We must sweep all that aside - you must, your- 'Sure of anything at the end of it. It i's of no use for, 
self, get to Cbist. . you to call on somebody if you are reasonably sure that 

Nor does any 'kind of religious profession save you. that somebody is not at home. No use ar.ranging an 
You members of Jarvis 'Street Church h'ave professed 'interview, or ~pecting an intel"V'iew, and 'knocking at a 
faith in Ohrist, and you have been baptized, in ins n;.lme, 'door if you know that the door will never 'be. oPened 
and you (have come totlle Table of ,the Lorn" :to remember . to you. . .' '. 
His death. Now if your profession was reaHy a prof~s- I do not say what i,t means to come to Ghrist - for 
sion of ali' actual experience, a pe'rsonal experience with the moment. Nor do I say what yo,u ~iIl .get if you do 
Christ, well and 'good, - .I trust:j.t h'as been so In the come to Christ. But I do.s'ay, on the 'authority of God's 
case of every memb"er - ibut let me tell you tnat mem- Worn" that He will ·receive everytbody who comes, every­
,bersh'ip in this or any other chunili. can never satisfy body, man and ·woman,.'boy and gi,rl, "lied. and yellow, 
'God. If you have. made 'a mistake in your profession, black and white", as I heard the cMldren singing this 
if you have not had vital contact with ICh,rist, and are morn'ing. "H-im· that cometh to me I wiH in no wise cast 
not sure that Jesus Christ has done something for you, : ouit." 
membez:ship "in a. thous'and churChes. will never bring 
you to heaven nor save you from hell. Jesus, and Jesus 

. ' only, a Personal, Living, Almighty, 'Saviour is what we' 
all need, and we must come'to Him. 

No matter how many worthy work,s .we have to our 
credit;·"what· alms we have 'have :given to the poor, how 
dutiful we may have :been to 'parents, or considerate of 
our relatives and friends, no ma,tter how benevolent, 
there "is only one way of l'ife, there is no other, that is 
-in Chri,st;· and you must cOlne to Him. And 80 if there 
be anything upon which you are 'depend'ing, even faintly, 
if you have a dim, a ·vague, 'hope that perhaps some little 
thing that you have done, some, little ,good that you ha've 
aecompUshEid, will be take~ ·into account !by God ~imself. 
I 'say to you that there is no salvation, no matter what 
you do, or what you are, there is no salv!ltion apart f{'om 
Chl"ist, wha,tever that may mean. 

Now we read this morning that it is not necessary that 
we should go into the Iheavens, to -bring Christ down. from 
a:bove, or into the deep to bring Hi!m up again' from the 
dead. When J'esus uttered those wor,ds He was still in 
the flesh. His Person was local"ized'; He stood in ·a par": 
tiClllar ,place. One m:ight go to Him - if I may so say. -
geographically; He is' in one place; and someone else ~is 
in another, and· they can cross the di,stanee,' and actually 
come 00\ Him. But' that is not what He. meant, for there 
were thousand,s who thus came to Ghrist who never were 

-saved.' And on that occasion when the multitudes 
. thronged Him,. and 'He was -being pres'sed on every side, 
He asked! who touched Him.; :and the disciples said, "What 
;.l 'strange question! 'Everyone is touching Thee. The 
multitudes throng Thee, and, how sayest Thou then,. Who 
touched Me ?." ·"Oh no," 'said He, "there are' people who 
are coming into physical contact with me, who 'are get­
ting no benefit f{'O'm me at all. They have not come to 
me;·they have not reaUy touched me. But somebody hath 
touched ~e,for I perceive that virtue is gone out from 
me. 'Someone came to me, and 'got something from. me." 
Oh, ,there is a way of coming to -Christ stiH! We can 
still come to Him as really as they did in the days of 
Hi,s 'flesh,~ 'because ~ming to .Him even in that day did 

\ not mean a physica'l coming, it meant something else 
t1i.a..n that. ' 

iN. 
WHOEVER COMES TO CHRIST IS SURE OF BEING RECEIVED. . - -.. .. 

III. 
WELL THEN, WHAT'DOES IT MEAN TO COME TO HIM? 

Would you like to ~now? What does coming to Christ 
really mean? 'Surely it means taking Him 'at His own 
estim8Jte of Himself. 'Coming to Him for what He says-
He' can do. . ' -' 

Supposing some of YO!i women- want to s.Jip out and .. 
get !!Omethiilg for d·inner - you want to get a !beefsteak 
or 'someth·ing of that sort. Do you go to the coal man 
for 'it, o,r do you ~pect to buy beef a,t a ,baker's? Why 
,no! "You go to a ·particular store, do yo1,l not?" "Yes." 
''Where do you go?" "WeH if I want meat I go' to a 
bu,tclher shop." "Why?" "Because··the man says, 'I con­
'duct a ,butch!er store, and· I sell meat; if you come, to' 
me you wiU get what'! advertise'." 

I wa's going down the street the other evening', and 
there were two ladies on the street. One of them held . 
up her- hand, and I. stopped. They 'S'a:id·, "Can you please 
tell u.s w'here Dr. ·So-and-So -lives, where Numbe-r Two 
is?" "Well," I 'said, "It wHl be on that side of the street. 
Wlhy there is his si'gn right there. T:hat is where he lives." 
Now til'ey were coming to him., What were they coming 
for? They were coming, for some reason, to a doctor. 
Why were .they coming to a doctor rather than a dentist? 
Because they wanted the services of a d:octOll, and they 
were looking for that ·parti~ular d~tor because they 
'knew he :was a medical man, and they asked for 'his 
addresoso that they mig,hit; go 19' Ih'im. And when they saw 
his s'ign, Doctor So-and-So, they said:, -"T,his is Where 
we go". . Tohey accepted him for what 'he was· - a ·medi-

. cal doctor. . 
And so I might multiply iUustrations. When you go 

to" a .railway station, what do you go :for? "Why, be­
cause," you say, "that is where the train starts f{'om. 
I 'am going to Montreal, or ,to Hami,lton, or somewhere 
else, and I have ,got to get on somewhere, ·and that place 
down there on 'Front ~Street is the station, and ,that is 
where the train stoP'S', so ,tJhat I can get on it and take 
my journey." Why 'do you gQ_tihere instead of somewhere 
~lse? Well, you aecept it for' what it is - i't is a place' 
where you may begin your journey in a certain direction, 
and you go. tJhere for that s·peeific pm-pose. '. \. 

Now w'hen you come to Chl"ist you must cOIme to Him 
aecepflin'g Him~for what He says He ,is. You d~ not !go 

. " 

.\ 

i 
, 



May 24, 1956 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (85) 5 

to the butcher and say,. "Why in the world do ,you sell . 
.. meat? Why do you not.run a coal business? Why do you' 
not sell something else?" You, do not ta lk nonsense like 
that. Every man to Ihi~ trade. And 'if that is his business, 
and you want something that ,he has to seH, you go to 
him for it. . 

Well now if you' want someone to' patronize, ,do not go 
to J e'8'US. If you want 'SOmebody to instruct and to tell 
:him what he ought to do, do not 'go to Jesus. If you 

. merely wantsomelbody as an example, as a great teacher, 
and .nothing more t'h'an that do not come to Jesus. Com­
ing to Jesus, I insist, means accepting Him at His own 
estimate, for what He really is. Now what is He? Well, 
He is not Man, but 'God. "Thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world," He said, "Father, glorify t.hou 
me with thine own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the 'world was." The eternal glory of the 
eternal God belongs to Jesus Chl"ist. "Before Abraham 
was I am." , 

Now if you want a ,human teacher, if you would come 
tosome'body at whose word you can. cavil, to whose pre- ' 
cepts YOIl' may ,register ~n objection, do not come to 
Christ. If you come £0 Jesuslat aU"You come to Him 
for What He really is, 'tPe living ISon Qf God. In coming 
to' Jesus, you come to Him as God. And if once you 
receive Him as God' manifest in ,the flesh you will be 
able to understand all that He says to you. For example, 
being 'God He comes as a Prophet to tell you 'something. 
Will you come',to Jesus 'Ch,risit ~o ,accept what He says 
as the last word. You may dis'pute wit'h me, you may dis­
Pilote with any human teacher, you may CJbject to what 
men have to say, you may question your doctor's wisdom, 
or refli'se, to take your ,lawyer"s ·advice. But when you 
come to ,Jesus, you come to Him as a divine" Prophet. as 
the Word of God iJncarnate, as 'God"s last word to sinful 
men. ,And the 'only way to come to Jesus iR to come and 
fall at His feet, and hear His word, with,out any ques­
tion. Do not put any question mark after wha't Jesus 
;has said. Do not raise any oibjection to what Jesus says. 
His is the last word upon any and 'every subject, so come 
to Him as to .fJhe. divine Prophet. ' ' 

'and none can stay hIs hand, or say unto him, What doest 
thou ?;, 

Do not come with your -patronage to Christ. Do not 
come with suggestions of improvement. His ,character, 
His personality, His sovereignty, His dominions, were 
predetermined, foreordained, settled, before the worlds 
were made. And' as you :have to accept gravitation whe'n 
you go u~ ,in the elevator, or wal~ down thesta:irs, as 
you h!1ve to 'bow to ,a hundreit'laws in nature without 
amendment, without changing them, beCause they are 
there, and inexora.ble, so I s'ay to you, you must accept 
the sovereign purpose of 'God in ChriSlt, that He is. ever 
above His laws. You must, recei-v.e Him as' such; "If thou 

.'shalt confes's," our Scripture has it, "Jesu'S as Lord"" that 
is what we must .do. He is evel'Y'body's Lord: 

Do you 's'ee it?, He is the Son of God divinely a:uthor­
.ized, a P,rophet, a Priest, a King - No; The Prophet, 
The Priest, The King, without whom nobody can be 
saved. 

'Coming to Christ, then, means just coming to Him in 
that way, and believing on Him for your salvaifiion. Yes; 
and what then? Wlhen thus we come to Ohri'st, 'all who 
come to Christ "shall be saved". "I will in no wise cast 
out"; "In no wise!" "Him that cometh to me". " 

"Well, sir," you 'say, "lam afraid, I have not repented 
enough yet. When I have repented a little more I will 
come to Ghrist." If you just l"epent enoug.h to come to 
ChrIst that is all He wants. If you will only come, trust 
Him, ca'st your. all u:pon ;Him, 'He.- wiU save you, 'if you 
come - but come you mU8,t in order to be 8aved! Do not 
,stop for de:eper repentance, for ,great~r sorrow: the best 
evidenc.e you 'can ,give of genu'ine repentance is to fly 
to -Ghrist quickly., T:hat is the 'proof, that .you hax~ re­
,pented. Do not wait for anything more, no. matter what 
your imperfections, if only you come: "Ii. broken and a 
icontrite heart" He will ndt despise. 'Someone may say, 
"Well sir, I will ,gladly come,: but I have not faith enough; 
II have so little faith; my faith is very weak; when it i!!l 
a little ,stronger I will come. Now all the faith you need 
is faith enough lo come to ,Christ; the' proof that you 
:have faith is-that you .come. Do you not see? Never mind 

And tl1~n He comes, too, a's a Priest. ' Oh yes, what how mUGh faith you have; if you have faith enough 'just 
did Jesus say He came for? He sa!id, 'The Son of man has to cast yourself upon Christ, you leave everything for 
come "to ,give h'is life a ransom for many". Jesus' Christ Him, tn'at is all He wants., "But 'sir, I am so very, very 
came that He mi'ght g.ive, His life instead of\ours, that weak. I am afraid t'hatif I came I could not 'hold out." 
He might die "the just for the unjust, that lie mig,ht . He does not say anything a'bout your holding out. ,No 
bring u's to God." Now Whether you understand it or matter how weak you a,re, if only you will ac,cept Jesus 
not, coming to Chl"i-st you ave to come to Him as the for what He is, 'and Just come to Him, and lay heart and 
Lamb of God who taketh a~y the sin of the world. conscience 'bare before Him, 'and trust Him, God's word 
W'hether you can undentand how the blood' of J'esus for it, He" will not .cast you out. "But 'sir, there are 8"0 
Christ cleanseth from all sin or not, you a,re to believe many inconsistent C~ristians." Do not multiply excuses. 
it; He says so. The 'Word of God is, explicit. . There is We are not asking you to come to -Ghri'stians to be saved; 
no room for 'questioning and, philosophizing. It is for us we are b'idding you come to Christ. You come to Christ -
to accept the word of God :in Ohrist. 'He died for you, Jesus only: 'that is the way of salvation. 
and he d'ecIaresthat that deat~ was adequate to pay your Now 'conjure up all the CJbjections you can possibly 
utmost indebtedness, and ·He is not only a Priest, but imagine, and what .then? All that He requires is 'that 
He is a King: you come to Him. Som~bO'dy says,. "I wish" I could make 

I do not like to hear ip'eople spea:king about the "leader- mY'self a little better. I feel so unworthy to cOme to 
ship" of the Holy Ghost, 'and 8'bout the· "leadership" of Ghrist.", I have no dispute with ,the Bible 'at all when 
Chrilft. 'There is a,s'ense in Which He is a Leader; ,but 'it says that I am a sinner. Well do I lmow that I am a 
He is much more t'han that .. He is a Leader and a 'Com- sinner. There is no a:rgument needed to.convince me' of, 
mander of the people. The Saviour Whom I preach to t!bat. But my d,ifficulty, sir, i's that I :am not "good 
you is the King of'kings, and Lord of ,lord'S. He is heir of enough." I know that is lfi'he '!>-. B. C. to you who .~re 
all things. The kingdoms of this world and all their 'Ohristians, but we all said tb,at.-before we 'were 'saved :' , 
glory are His. ,'''He do'eth aeco~ing to his will in the , "All the fitness He'requireth r 
army of "heaven, and among the 'inhabitants of the earth: Is to feel your need o~ Him." 

\, 
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No -matter how unfit, how unworthy, how many times ,It may be some of Thy' people have lost the joy of their 
'yo'uhave failed, come to Him, and He will not cast you salvation. Oh, restore them, we pray Thee; bring t"em back, 

into fellowship with Th'yself. ' ' . ' 
ou~. , . It may be that some who have trusted Thee, and who have, ' 

•. ~,liere is another one who says, "You touched upon 'it" confes,sed :Tht;e, ~ave not yet obeyed Thee ,in the ord!nance 
when you said ;'No matter how many'timel'l you have of Thme JD~htutIon. We pray that _such: may be ~ed JD the 
., '., ~ . '" " way of obedience to-day. Now bless us, and make us sweetly 

faIled. 'I have -tr.led a good, many tlm!!s. Well, ceas~ conscious of the presence of the Lord, since we ask it in the 
trying now and' trust J"esus. Come to Him. What is it to name' of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. -
believe on Christ? Oh, how can' I make it plain? It is not - ,.. . 
'believing about Him -' youhilve all believed about Him. 
It is believing on Him. .. FAITH AND OBEDIENCE 

I want to cross a certain 'bridge. It looks to ,be a rickety Faith 'and obedience are inWparable, and the former is 
affair. And some expert engineer tells me how manr dead without the latter. They wrought together 'in, 
tons it will carry. Perhaps it is 'only a foot bridge of Abel, and' therefore .he offered 'a -more excellent sacrifice, 
Jome 'sort.'lt does- not look as -if it would carry anyone than Cain. They wrought together in Noah,-and led him 
,btit ... he tells me'it will. 'He may draw a ,sketch to-ten-· to 'prepar.e an ark to the saving of his house. Abraham, 
me that he knows exactly the st~ength' of the meel, o'r. not only .believed that God would give him and his seed 
of the wire, and all the rest ,of ,it. He says, "Now, you . -phe land of Can~an; ,b~t he set ~orth at t~e Divi~,e com­
are perfectly safe in crossing that oridge." And leal', ~and, not knowmg whlth~r he went'. Moses not only be­
"Tl!ank you, s,ir, I am very. glad of what ,you say. I have' ~Ieved,t~at.God w~uld dehver Isra~l out of Egy'pt; ,but, 
no dou-bt you are correct., You are aI) 'expert: .you tell m abedlence to hIS command; he refused to be c~lled 
me that bridge, IS all right. But I do not think- I will' ' the son of Pharaoh's daugnter; cho'osing z:ather to suffer 
cross it. I,will go around '~ome other way." t do not trusta:Wiction with the people of God, than to, enjoy the 
him and I do not croS'S that hr,idge. I will tell vou when pleasures of sin for a season." Thus, true faith always 
I tr~st him. When I step from this 'side of th~ gulf ~ leads. to o?edience: It is 'a living prin~iple, by whi<:h the 
or whatever it is - commit myself to that bridge, and s~)U} Is"quICke?ed from the death of sm. to a new hfe of 
go down with it, or' else it carries -me across. ' nohness. .It IS the means through WhICh, 'by the Holy 

, , . ' ' G-host, we -are created anew in Christ _Jesus unto good 
Now we tru~t ChrIst ~hen we cu~ loose f,rom eve~y works. It works by love, and iove is always the g-reat 

,~ther exp~ta-tlo~, every other con!Idence,. every ot.her motive to obed"ience. It 'gives us large and clear' views 
ope, and Just. ca;~t ou!S'eIve~ on ~hrIst, to~ smk or sWIm:, of tf;he love of God in ,Ohnet; then "we love ib'im because 

s~ved or lost, ~t Ig. Jesus or I}o~hmg. And m the day that he first loved us;~' and "this is'the love of God, that we 
I we thus comm~t ou,rs'elves. to HIm, t~at moment the doors keep :his commandments." Thus, by faith, "the love of, 

are thrown WIde, ~nd- HI.~ everla~tmg"arms are thrown 'God is shed -a-broad in our hearts," leading us' ,to a holy 
abo~t. us, ~nd we bave HIS promIse, They shaH never life. !Suc~ is the connection between faith and obedience, 
h:~~~: neI-theI; shall .a~y man pluck ~em out of .my ,and the necessity of one to the other: _ . 

," ,_', And now, brethren, let us tru'st In the .CaptaIn of our 
What do we all do whe~ we thus trust Him? On the salvation. In the a'ges' before his' a4vent, many sons were 

day of Pentecost, they saId, "Men and breth-ren; what ,brought to glory through faith in his future sufferings. 
shall we do?" And Petei' said, "Repent, and be baptized In the fulness or" time be visited Ollor world' assumed out 
everyone of' you." He required' of them a pU'blic acknowl- nature; atoned' for o'ur transgressions": arid. ascending 
edgment .of their faith in Rhrist: And, in 'due ti-me, as to the righ-t hand of the Father, 'as our representative 
OPPOrtUDIty offered, ,he' requIred of them that they should and- ,intercessor, ",beCame the author of eternal salvation 
be ,buried with 'Ch:r:ist 'by baptism into death. to all them that O'bey him.',' - .' .• 

In the chapter' we read thi's morD'in~ 1t said, "If thou "0 'Captain of sal~ation! ma'ke 
'shal~ confess with tby mouth ,the Lo'rd' Jesus, and shalt -Thy power ,and' glory known, 
'believe in thine .'heart ,that God hath raised him from the Tm clouds of willing captives come, 
dead. thou shalt be saved." As I have spoken this morn- And worship at thy throne I" 

,- ing you have s-aid. "I ,believe, an that sir; oh I do -believe --CIiRISTMAS' EVANS 
all that. I do trust Christ." Well then if you trust Him, ' 
say, sO'.1f you -trust, Him, put on the uI]iform. If you 
trust HIm, confess Him. Let all the world know that 'as 
for you, you are on Christ's side. ' 

'Let us' pray that He may gi~e grace to co~ing sinners 
to acknowledge thei,r faith. -

o Lo~d our_ GOd~ w,e thank Thee that Thy' door is not ~nlY 
on the latch, but It IS open,. We have only to walk h' and 

,as su~ely as we come to Thee with our sins, and seeking 
salvatIon at Thy hand, Thou dost receive us. > 

Some in .T_hy presenC,e 'have heard of Thee b)l th .. hearing 
of the ear Intellectually; they have given assen~ to the truth 
of the gospel. Their hearts have been moved so that they 
ha~e . found an ,interest in. Christ. . And yet they have not 
definItely ,and openly and Irrpvo~ably, committed., themselves 
forever to th~ care 'of .Jes1t~ Chnst. Oh Lord. let that Jrreat 
,transaction be effected thiS morning; let some who have' 
been long, postponing this public act of avowal by Thy grace 
be ~nablt;d to sur-:endeI: everything to Jesus Christ, and to 
receive Him as SavIour and Lord. ' 

WHAT DO THEY SAVE? 
"Baptists do not believe nor feach' and have never be­

Heved or taught tbat the ordinances' were ordained to 
save men," 'but !'we now s'ay with equal emphasis that 
they are saving ordinances .. They save and will-save if' 
the or.iginal forms and, design are preserved,: But' saile 
what, that is the question. They were not appoirited'nOl; 
empowered. to ~ave souls but they were appointed to sa1;e 
the essential truths of the Gospel, the 'Very truths by 
which souls are saved. The ordinances were, appointed 
by' the Lord, to save the essential-facts of His Gospei. 
Any -change in the forms of the ordinances or any in-ter- ' 
pretatiolil of tpem which O'bscu'res their original design 
puts 'in jeopardy the 'saving GQspel and the souls of -lost 
men. The preservation of the original forms of the or­
dinances'is ,necessary for the preservation of the' original 

, gospe!." -.J. F. LoVE 
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The Last ·DaYs of 'McMaster 
... 

B· APTISTS' will soon \ave no control over McMast~r 
. University if th~ report or-the '"Board' of Gove~nors 

is accepted ,by the 'Baptist Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec at :the convenbion in Brantford next month. ·Thus 
thecherishedo· dream of the early Baptist leaders and 
of Senator McMaster -is to be shattered and the very 

'conditions under which 'he gave his money are to be 
v-iolated. . In speaking of· this change in policy, The 
Canadian Baptist' de~lares that it comes as no sur:prise 
for the Board of 'Governors have intimated in -the annual 
report for the past, several years t~atsuch 'a' change was 
~inevi;tahle; we would .add that it comes as no .surprise 
for it represents the logical step in McMa&ter.'s douYfl,-
grade. . . ' 

'The pl~n that ·is -to 'be presented proposes to replace the 
present Convention-appointed Board of Governors by two 
hoards - one will be a Convention Baptist group which 
will direct the 'Divinity school; t:he other will be a group 

'of citizens with 'no regard to religioJl who wi-il :be re­
spons-ibleAor ·the governing and financing of the Uni­
versity. Baptists will :thus retain control only over the 
D'iv-inity school. It -is important to note that the endow­
ment funds, .which were g·iven largely by Baptists for 
Baptist-'sponsored .education will ,be d'ivided proportion­
ately between' the Baptist Divhiity school and the pro-
posed secular university. . 

The· Board cites rising costs and an enlarged place in 
, nl}-tionallife as reasons for the change and decJ.ared that 
"it will ibe impossi:ble in the future to' maintain the iil'sti-­
tution in a financially' sound condi,tion u~less re-organiza­
tion is carried out." No one can deny that the problem 
of rising educational costs ·is a very real one, for several 
univers'ities, including Toronto's, have been forced to 
raise tuition fees but may we not look elsewhere for the 

. basic reason of M'cM'aster's present untenable' position 7· 
The University hils, by. its decline, its positive support. 
of infidelity and its unwillingness to clean its own hoUse, 

. forfeited the confidence of people who otherwise would 
sUpport a sou1Jd,ly evangelical school. Why should Baptist 
people or Christi-an ·people generally support 'an institu­
tion which is 7supposedly committed' to the historic Bap­
tist position but which at t'he same time has practically 
deserted that posi'tion and repudiated those who espouse 
~ . 

The Canadian Baptist aesperately tries to justify the 
new proPosal on' spi,ritual ,grounds, and 'any reader will 
admire tn'8 ~d-itor fordoing a fair job in plead'ing a hope-

- less case. We -are actually to accept_the' following -
"From the .practical viewpoint, the change in' adminis­
trative ·pattern would, it is believed, result in little change 
in the character and atmosp'here of the University. Tra­
dition has a lasting' . effect on institutions, and is not 
eaSily Iost."(!) Doubtless, "the character and· atmos­
phere" of the university in recent years would not be 
altered ,but'the "character and atmosphere" of the school 
envisaged !by 'Senator McMaste,r would be vastly altered 
by the creation of a college that ha:d departed from its' 
original moorings. , . 

This move, however, is,in keeping with "the character 
and atmos-phere" of the McMaster University of ,recent 
day.s. Indeed -it represents the, logical step in a pro-

" 

" 
gressivelY'downward career. ·T,he Convention' will, now 
formally recognize that Which has long !been a fact '­
the University is ·~n no sense of tne word, Baptistic. Wf!' 
remind our readers of something of McMaster's "charac­
ter and atmosphere": 

(1) :1892-Appointment of Prof. George Foster as 
'professor, of philosophy. He-left MC!Master in 
1894 to -become'pastor of a Unitarian c'hurch. The 
Board of the University recorded its deep appre-
ciatjon of his work! ' 

(2) 1901-Appointment of Prof. George Cross. 
. In -1910 he left McMaster to go to Rochester Sem­
~nary. The great Dr.' Strong 'declared of. :his elec­
tion-"I regard that election as the greatest cal-
ami ty that ha'S come to the iSemina.ry." ., 

(?) 1904-Appointment of. 'Prof. I. G: Mathews 'as 
professor of Hebrew and C.ognate Languages. 
In 1919 he left ·after having forfeited 'the confi- • 
'dence of evangelicals in the 'Convention ',but also 
after having fed his poison to many future 
pastors. . 

(4) 1924-Univer-sity award.ed an honorary 'degree to . 
. Dr. Faunce,· a pro~ounced. enemy 9f the gosp·e]. 

(5) 1926-University defended ,the false teachings of 
P·rofessor Marshall who was 'head of the practical 
work department. 

TJIis is a s~all portion of McMaster's hIstory so that it 
spould not he too d~ffoicult for the carnal mind to pre­
serve that "c:haracter and atmosphere". If the "divinity 
school" is so. cha,racterized by infide1i:ty, what of the 
"secular" arm of the' institution 7 
, In one sense, real Baptists will heave 'a 'sigh of relief· 

that the Baptist name will no longer ,be associated with 
the' universIty although the insignifi~ant Divinity school 
will still bear the title. It is regrettable; :however, that 
the Convention, by its past choices, made inevitable the 
downhill course that now finds· its logical termination iF! 
the forfeiture of a potentially great Christian sc'hool of 
high'e'r e~ucation. 

BAPTISTS STEP DOWN? , 
CHANGE CONTEMPLATED IN,iMcMASTER CONTROL 
Ontario and Quebec Baptists will be asked next month to 

relinquish control over McMaster University at Hamilton. 
A report which will .be presented to their annual conven­

tion in Brantford by Dr. G. ,P. Gilmour, president of the 
university's board of governors, says reorganization of the 
university is unavoidable in view. of changed conditions. 

He suggests the present board be replaced by'two boards, 
one a denominationally appomted body which will govern 
the Di:vinity School and the o'ther a private corporation to 
govern and finance all other aspects of the university. 

McMaster has been the responsibility of the Baptist Con. 
vention since 1887. The. conv6n,tion has carried the finan­
cial burden of increasing costs for 44 years after the other 
four Protestant denominational UJIliversities in Ontario se-
cured charter revisions. . . 

The request will not come as a surprise to the convention. 
It has been anticipated in report of the university board 'for 
several years and was specifically foreca~t a year ago. 

In his report, Dr. Gilmour explains the difference ·between 
retaining a governing monopoly and continuing a Christian 
influence in higher educatio.n. . 

/ 
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"The second appears to the board to be now of greater im­
portance than the first," he says. 

He adds that the teaching staff has ~ore than doubled 
since' the end of the SecOilld World War. The- budget re­
sPOillsibility of the McMaster board, apal,",t from the separate 
financing of Hamilton College since 19(8, is now more than 
double that of the entil'e university in 19(5 and· more ·th8lll . 
t·hree times the budget of' 1930-31. . . 

''The swift changes in higher 'education now anticipated 
••• mean the board ••• is being asked to undertake' a task 
of such magnitude that its continuance would result. in the 
dissipation of endowment funds and the creation of a 
situation in which 'the convention would find itself involved 
in financial .respOillsibilities far -beyond anything the de-
nomination·can or should face." . . 

"It will be impossible in tlie future to maintain the institu­
tion in a

r 
financially sound cOilldition unless reorganization is 

carried out." / 
Rev. Harold Trinier, editor of the Canadian Baptist, com­

mented yesterday: "In freeing the university, we also free 
the denomination and make it possible for- us; as .Baptists, 
to strengthen and promote our more immediate denomina­
tional responsibility - the theological education of Baptist 
ministers and missionaries.'" . , 

The board's request is accompanied by an assurance that 
adequate provision will be made for the future needs of 
the Divinity School. It will be provided with a site, a build­
ing and a fair share of endowinent funds. It is understood 
that plans have been made Cor a $750,000 building. 

-The Globe and Mail 

TO-DAY 
"TodIlY'" It' is a wordl 'of wonderful ·promise.· It tells 

. that today, this very moment, the wondrous love of IGod 
is for thee - is even now waiting to be ·poured out into 
thy heart: that today· all that Christ has done, and is 
even now doing in 'heaven, and is alble to do wfthin 't'hee, 
is wi-thin thy reach·, Tbday the Holy Ghqst, ,in whom 
there is the power to 'know, and· cI-a·im, 'and enjoy all t1;tat 
the Fa.ther and !fJhe Son are waiting to bestow, is within 
thee "=-- sufficient fo1." every needl; equal to. every emer: 
gency. '._ 

Wi.t'h every (!aHwe find 'in our Bible to filII and entire. 
surrender. with every ·promise we read of grace for -the 
supply of tern·j>oraland spiritual need, with every prayer 
w¢· breat~e and every longing that rules in our heart~ 
there is the· :Spil'it of prornis'e whispering, "To-day. Even 
'as the Holy Ghost s-aith, 'Today~." 

Today! A word, too, of earnest warning: 'r.here is 
nothing so hardening as delay. m'en God· speaks to us, 
He as~ks for a' tender 'l).eart, <Spen to the whispers of Hi·s 
voice of love. ·The believer Who answers the today of 

, .ffue Holy' Ghost with the tomorrow of some more con­
venient 'season knows not ·how he is hardening 'his heart; 
The delay, instead of making -the surrender in obedience 
and faith 'easy, ·rnakesit more difficult. It closes the 
'heart. for -today algainst the -Comforter and cu:ts off all 
hope and power of 'growth .. 0 believer, even as the Holy 
Ghost saith, "Today," so wlhen you hear His voice, open 
the heart 'in great tenderness to listen and obey. Obed­
dence to the 'Spirit's "to~'ay" 'is ypur . only certainty of· 
power an~ blessing; 

-ANDREW -MURRAY 

SIN'S EXCAVATION 
God pities the sinner because the sinner hafts 'himself. 

·God's hell is not a fire kindled by mere anger, it is 'a 
fire kindled by sin. Do not blame .GOd for having digged 
a hell in his un·ivers'e, he did not dig one inch .of it: sin 
dug iIt, sin ligohJteci ilt, slin filled ~.lt. with itS m-e and brim-
stone. -. ~OSEPH PARKER 

WHATS THE'ANSWER: e e· o • 

• •• to 'om.;' CllthoRt' expllnsian in Ctinlltlll'/ 
Establish' . gospel- pre~ching churches! 

~ ••• to the lIt1vllnte ollllDtlemism in C-.nlltlll? 
Establish gospel- preaching _ churches! 

• •• to the menllte 01 the tults'l 
I 

Establish gospel- preaching churches! 

, . 
• •• to tile neellor nlltion-wile e.vllngeHsm'l 

Establish . gospel- preaching churches! 

The divine program has never -been im­
proved upon and modern subs.titutes have 
b~e'n weighed ,and found wanting. Pioneer 
work is· the answer. Help us 'send .dedicated 
workers into the growing areas ·of Canada. 

,I'"' , 

.,' 

1. Serul large doInafions to The COlUBrVtltive 
Regular 'Baptist A.sSOCiation 0/ Canada, 337 
larvis St., Toronto 2, Canada. Each dollar 
will be. prayerfully spent. (Income ta~ 

receipt will be mailed promptly). 

2. loin, the Dollar-A.-Month Club. Your-""oney 
will be deooted to a clwrch e~tension loan 
furul to lerul money to new ·churches that 
suitable buildings may be erected. 

.", rite today! 
, ~ 

Have a part in the summer' program! 

The Con..,."atl •• Regular Baptist Anoclatlon of Canada. 
337 Jarvls'Street.,_ 

TORONTO 2. ONTARIO .' 
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BAPTISTS' STEP DOWN? 

A. BIB.L·E CHURCH - ITS·'NATURE AND' ~WORK 
GOD htl's not-left 'man t.o invent ~ new gospel or to 

improve upon an old one. . Indeed there is a ter­
l'ihle curse .pronounced upon those. who w()uld 'be so pre­
sumptuous 'as to pass any other messa<ge to mortals ('Gal. 
1 :9, 10). In His Word, the Lord has ·given to us, in its 
enti,rety, tlhe content of His message to a -lost. world. Only 
those -wh() have imbibed the poison of "modern" theolo'gy 
would dare to assert that the e'Verlasting gospel is sub­
jeCt. t() revhl'ion :or improvemeIi,t. In short, then, m()st 
Christians are generally a<greed. as to what constitutes 
,thoat which they .regard as "the fundamentals of the 

- fwith" or the gospel. 
. What method is to 'be employed' in proclaiming that 

evangeli'Cal faith? Is there any 'specificagency /that has 
been set apart for this wQrk? A6 these questions are 
raised, there seems at first :to be a certain unanimity as 
'believers. acknowledge' that t'he church is the divine 
agency set apart for th'e proclamati()n of the gospel of 
·grace. Furt'her examination, h()wever, would soon reveal 
that ithe se'emingly si·mple word "church" i·s subject to 
many and v·aried interpretations. We refer not only to 
the ()bvious differences 'between the ev-angelical and' the 
Romanist or between the evangelical and the modernist 
but more specifically to "the 'great divergences of .opinion 
among evangelicals as to what the Scripture means by 
the "church". 

At ,this point, some would su'ggest that we forget about 
the ,whole matter and ",get on with the work". Such a 
request must ,be dismissed as 'dangerous and foolish. It 
is ... dangerous !because it .asks believers to forget about a 
sU'b'ject a'bout which the Word of 'God is more specific 
than some -Christians would .prefer :to bel·ieve; it is a 
foolish request because it n·eglec·tg to tell .us what God's 
work is and overl()aks the fact that only When God's work 
is done :in IGod's way' will it receive in full the blessing 
of the Lord. Who are we td pick and ch()ose those com­
mands of God· that we shall o:bey an:d :thos'e that we ·shall 
d-isregard! "MuCh of this so-called "non-sectarianism", 
which prides itself in its broad teaching on the church, 

_ is simple treason against heaven. -

It i,s our p~ofound and immovablE; cO~"fiction that as 
surely as th~ Bi·ble, t.he infalUble Word of the .Jiving God. 
clearly and 'Unmistakably gives us the message whereby 
men . shall ·be saved, so also i;t clearly and unmistakably 
describes th.e agency 'by whic'h that meSlS'age is to ,be 
taken -to a sinful world. . If such is the case, then surely 
every believer 'shouldprayerfully search the pages of 
Holy Writ in order to understand what is there wr.iotten 
a!bout the true 'gospel churc:h and als() to learn what i·s 
the legitimate work of such a church. Once having dis­
cerned the mi~d' of th'e Lord in these matters, the obedi­
ent Christi-an will want to ibe a vital part ()f such a 
church that :he might please 'his Lord and 'have a share 
in the greatest work in the world. 

Tn this study, during the next few weeks, we ,s·ha11 
simply 'examine the W()rd of GQd in order to discover 
w:batthe Lord would have us know of : 

(1) The Nature of the .Chure.h. 
(2) ·T.he Mission of the Chu.rch. 

The Nature of the Church 
In the considera.tion of the natu.re of the church por­

trayed in the pages of the New Testament, it 'is first 
necessary to 'remind- oUI'Iselves that it is very easy to read 
some pre-conceived ideas into an' otherwise well-defined 
Biblical term. Only as we approach the Bible wi,th ~ 
determinati()n to hear what it ha's· to say.on the ma-tter 
will we derive any profit from suc'h a study. 
T~e writer found ·this to be his chief difficulty 'in 

'studying this su·bject. &me cherished and sentimental 
ideas 'had ,become embedded in the mind through the 
hlind acceptance of popula·r usage and' the teaching of 
revered ·hymns .. Let no one t.en us that it 'is an easy mat­
ter for a bel:iever ·to throw off the effect of the teach­
ing in .his past! J.t is well nigh' imPQssi·ble to approach 
a subject such as the church with()ut some 'bhts. In OUI' 
·case, this was removed only ,by the accumulated and 
overwhelming testimony of the Word. of God. . 

Original i.Meaning of the Word 
'T,he Greek word ecclesia'is the one that is translated 

"churc'h" or in a few cases "as'sembly" 'in our English 
New Testament. Tthis word was one that was used in 
everyday c()nversation and :hence :ha<d a definite meaning 
that was carried over into its g¢riptural application. If 
we would properly und'erstand ,the meaning ()f the word 
"church" as 'it is employed in the New Testament, we 
cannot overlook its-· usage ,in everyday Greek 'of that 
,time.' . 

G. W. McDaniel In ·his ·book "The Churches of the New 
Te's'tament" well summarizes the meaning ,of "ecclesi(~," as 
follows"":" "Among the Greeks, ecclesia was the a'ssembly 
of the citizens ()f a free city-state 'gathered by a herald 
blowing a horn through ·the 'streets of a 'i;()wn." "AIl}ong . 
the He'brews,. eccleBia was the congregation' of Israel 
assembled ·before the ·T·abernacle in'the wilderness by the 
blowing of the s'iIver trumpet". Notice tha1t in botlt· cases 
the word carr.ies. the o'bvious connotation ()f a localized, 
'Visible assembly. There' is no evidence whatsoever that 
'any of ·the New Testament, writers ever d'eprived this 
word of. these characteristics. Whenever we note ,the 
()ccurrence of the word church (ecclesia), we may proper­
ly recognize It as having a I()cal and visible signif'icance. 

If we would as'ertain the true meaning of the word 
"church" as empl()yed in the New .Testament -we 'should _ 
examine 'jts every ~pearance. Any reader will derive 
great ,profit from such a 'study if he will take a good con­
cordance anfl' note each :time tqe word a·ppears. At the 
'conclusion dJf this article we have l'isted- the scriptural 
·passages in w.hich ecclesia is used 'and have group'ed them 
·according to- the sense in which the W()rd is employed. 

It is generally agreed that the Gree'k word ecclesia 
(church) appea·rs 116 times in the New Testament. Three 
of these references may he ·immed:i-ate1y eHminated from 
·this discussion for they refer to secular assemblies (Ac~ 
19:32, 39, (1). Then two others may be eliminated as 
referring to the' Jewishpeopl'e 'conceived as an assembly 
(Acts 7:38;. Heb. 2:12). . 

o 

1. Of the .femaining 111 occurrences of the_ word' -­
. "church", at least 89 refer to a specific local cong·rega-

... 
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tion of believers. In other words, four' out of' every' five 
times the word appears, 'it z:~fers to a definite local 
church of the apostolic days. This fact 'alone should 
'tiispose' us to ,be' war} of 'any sehool of thought that would 
seek to 'read a v-astly different mea,ning into the word.· 
As'yet then, not once does the word "cl).urch" refer either 
to some' misty invisible, present-'E!:xisting "chu'rch" or to 
an invisible church conceived' to ex-ist now. in heaven. 
. 2. It is oU,r firm conviction that ,the inter-flretati~n of 
,the remaining 22 occ1,1rrences of the word church should 
be made in the Ught of the foregoing (the well-defined 
use of the word in current usage at that time and .the 
overwhelming number of times in whic,h the word ,refers 
to a specific, loea.] congregation): 'f1'he onus clea~ly rests 
upon anyone to demonstrate conclusively. thait in ,the re­
maining 22' occurrences the word does not have a local 
connotation. 

It seems evident that in the 22 instances' which have 
, :no specific local application, the word is used in the 

abstrq,ct" sense, which when''it ,!becomes concret.e or opera­
tive,does 80 only' in the local assembly. What do we 

, mean by saying that' a word is used in the abstract sense? 
'We M'ean' simply that sometimes, the local. church is 
viewed as an ideal and there is no reference to some 
specific assembly.' For instance, the Word of God asks­
"W:hat -is man 1Jh.at thou art mindful of him?" The word 
"man" doe'S not refer to ~ny one SIp'eCific man; we do 
know, ,however, that the concept to which the wor.d '~man" 
refers 'becomes real only in some particuIar man. No one, 
would 'be so foolish as to say that I the Word of God 
~s'peaks of two types of'men - (11) specific persons' ,(e.-g., 
Christ ~ "Behold the man!") and (2) some lnvisible 
enti,tv. We know, full well .that, even when "man" 'is 
us'ed'in a general sense with no specific application, it 
can refer to nothing but ind:ividual men. . 

T.he rea~n that tliis is so'difficult to g,rasp is that the 
centuries ,have changed the'rneanin:g of the word "Church" 

,and have invented some invisible, present-existing body 
Which -is caUed the invisible church or the universal 
chureh., Nowhere does the Word of God speak of such 
a body. The passages which are pleaded in support of' 
it· 'are' often simply those that speak of th~ local church 
in an a,bstract sense. .. 

Let us illustrate this by .refe~nce to three of the gran~- ' 
est ,descriptions, of' the church to be found in the Word 
of God. It is f.requently objected that the glory and 
gr~ndeur yvhich is ascri!bed to the church cannot ,apply· 
to a local assembly. Let the Word of 'God !;!peak on this_ 
matter. ' • 

B. Acts 20:28-Take h~ed therefore unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, over which t~ Holy Ghc,st· hat~. made 
you overseers, -to feed the churcla of God, whIch he 

. hath Pllrcha~ed with his own blood~ _ " 

. Once more there is a grand phrase - "the church of 
,God whic'h h"e :bath purchased .witn his own blood." These 
were P.aul's words to the elders of the church at Ephesus. 
The Ephesian church .is descri,bed, as "the church of 
God, which he hath ,purchased with his own blood.'" 
Again the word church refers ,to a"particula'r local as-, 
sembly whic:h is thus viewed by the Lord. 

C. Matthew -16 :18-And I say unto thee, That thou art , 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. . 

The two 'preceding examples which we cited (1 T,im. 
3 : 14, 1'5; Acts 20: 28) are o'bvious references to par­
Hcular local· assemblies 'but we have, referred to them 
because, although they do have ,a local application, they 
also 'present a description of ,the church that many might 
fe'el was too ,glorious to apply to a restricted :body. Now, 
if the local church may 'be de~cribed as. "the church of 
God· which 'he' purC'hased with his own blood~' and "the 

, chu,rch 9f the living God which is the pillar an4 ground, 
of the truth", why do some, object to applying this 
Matthew portion :to the local assembly? We believe that 
the Lord here speaks of the local church ideal which be­
comes operative only in a specific local church. 'This 
ideal was to find its 'concrete expression first in the 
local congregation in Jerusalem and then in alI simila.r 
assemblies untoiJ the end of time. , 

Furthermore the intel'lpretation of thi's pass'age in 
Matthew's, gospel must be made iN the light, of the 
only other occurrence of the word church in that gospel. 
In Ma.tthew 18: 17, 'the Lord concludes his remarks as to 
how an offending ,believer is to ,!be dealt with. He says' 
"And if he shaH negl'ect to hear them, tell it unto' the 
,church: but if he neglect to 'hear the church, let, "him 
be unto thee 'as an heathen man and a publican'." This can 
refer only to a local church. 

It is our contention t.hat every pa's'sa'ge that mentions 
"the church" refers either to a specific local church 'or to 
,the local church conceived as an 'ideal.',S-ome maintain, how- ' 
ever, that the word is used to ,refer to a body beyond Jhe 
confines of time and space-the church in ~heaven (for 
example Ep'h. 5 :127; Heb. 12: 23). Even' if this designa­
tion be accepted let two facts be poted - (1) this cliurch 
has no present existence (2). 'still there is the fundamen­
tal connotation of a 'congregation or assembly -, in this . 
instance located in heaven. It'is not operative ,in his­
tory. I~ this a"'e" of grace" the' 'one chu,rch with wh.'ich' A. 1 Tim. 3:14, ls..:-These things write I unto thee, hop- 0 

ing to come UiIlto thee shortly: IbeHevers are to ,be <:oncerned is the local ch':lrch ,whic:h 
,But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how t~ou is "the church of the Hving 'God, the pillar and ground 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, whIch. of the truth" 
is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground .' 
of th:e truth. 

Note the grand and sweepi~,g description of the churc'h 
.=-:-".the house 0] God", "the church of the living' 'God". 
"the pi~lar an'd ground of the truth." Someone asks --'" 
"0'0 you mean to say that this refers, to a local church? 
How, absurd!" Note ,the context and it will !he seen that 
it can refer to none other but a local church.. This epistle 
was written to Timothy who was ,in the church at 

~phesus ('a specific congregation). The '",;hole letter 
-tells of the work and officers' of a local church. Then 
Paul tells Timothy ,that he writes ,this in order th~.t 'he 
may know' how to, behave himself in "the house of God, 
which -is the' church of the living God,' the· pillar and 
ground of the truth." 

" ,/ . 

USE OF THE WORD "CHURCH" IN 
NEW TESTAMENT 

The following outline is offered in explanation of every 
use of ecclesia in the New Testament. 

'< 1) Secular Us'es (5). 
Acts 7: 38-=-the Jewish assembly in the wilder-

ness. \_, 
'Acts 19 :32,39, 41-'the Greek assembly. '., 
Heb. 2 :,12-Jewish -people cpnce'ived as a unit. 

0(2) Singular Uses-Location 'Indicated (17). 
Acts 8 :'I-at Jerusalem. ' 
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Acts'11 : 22-in Jerusalem. 
Acts 13 :11-at Antioch. 
RomaIls 16: I-at Cenehrea. 
Romans 16 :5-in their house. 

.... 1 Cor. 1 :?-at Corinth: . 
1 Cor. 16: 19-in their house. 
2 Cor. 1 :!l-at Corinth. 
Col. 4 : 15-in his house. 
Philemon 2-~n·thy house. 
Rev. ~:l-in Ephe~us (R.V.). 
Rev. 2:8-iIi Smyrna. 
Rev. 2:12-in Pe·rgamos. 
Rev. 2:18-in Thyatira. 
Rev. 3 :"1-in Slir.dis. 
Rev. 3:7-in P.hiladelphia. 
Rev. 3: 14--in Laodicea (R.V.). 

(3) lSingular Uses-Location Indicated in Context 
(24). 
Acts 11 : 2~assembled themselves wi·th the 

church-Antioch .. 
Acts 14 : 27-gathered the church together-

'Antioch (Acts 14:'26).' . . 
Acts "15 :·S---<brought on their way by the church 

-Antioch (Acts.14:26, 15:3).. 
Acts 18 : 22-saluted the ehurch-Caesarea. 
Acts 20: 17-ealled the elders of the church 

-Ephesq·s. '. 
Acts 20 : 28-to feed the church of God-

Ephesus (Acts 20: 17).. " 
Rom. 16 :'23-of the whole churc'h~assem!hly 

that m'et :in liome of Gaius. . .-
1 Cor. 6 :4-least esteemed· in the church. 
~rinth. ; . 

1 Cor. 10 : 32-rior to the church of ·God-Corinth. 
1 Cor. 1i : IS-when ye come together in the 

church-'Corinth. 
1 Cor. 11 :'12-despise ye the chureh of God '. 

-'Corinth. . 
1 ·C()r. 14 ::4--edifieth the church-Corinth. 
1 Cor. 14: 5-that the church may receive­

Corinth. 
1 !Car. 14 : 22-to .the edifying of the Church-· 

Corinth. " 
1 Cor. 14 : 19"in the church-Corinth. 
1 Cor. 14 : 23--the whole chu.rch 'be come 

together-Corinth. 
1 Cor. 14; : 28-in the church-:-,Corin1fu .. 
1 Cor. 14:35-in the churc·h-Corinth. 
CoI. 4 :i6-in the church---'Laodicea. 
1 Thess. 1 :,l-uIito the church-Thessalonica. 
2 l'hess. 1 : I-unto the church-Thessalonica. 
3 John 6---'before the church-v. 1. 
3 John 9-unto the church. 
3 John 10-casteth them out of the church. . 
These -three references in 3 John probably ·refer 
to the church in Gaius' house (Rom. 16 :23). 

(4) 'Si~gular Use-Distinguished by "Every" (}r 
"No". (3).' .. 

.Acts 14: 23-ordained elders in every church. 
1 'Cor. 4; 17-1 teach everywhere in 'every church. 
PhiI. 4: 15-no church communIcated with me. 

(5) Ori ginal Assembly in Jerusalem (10). 
'Acts 5:U . ·Acts.15:'4 
Acts 8:3 Acts 1'5:22 
Acts 9:31 1 Cor. 15:9 

Acts 12·:]' 
Acts 12:5 

(6) Plural Uses (35). 
Acts 15:41 
Acts 16:15 
Rom. '16:4 
Rom. 16:16 

o l'Cor.7:17 
1 .Cor .. 11 :.16 
1 Cor. 14:33 
llCor. 14 :·34 
1 Cor. 16:1 
1 C()l'. 16 :'19 
2 Gar. 8 ::'1 
2 Cor. 8':018 
2 Cor. 8:19 

,2 ·Cor. 8 :23 
2 ,Cor. 8:24 

'2 Cor. 11 :8, 
2 Cor. 11:28 

Gal. 1 :13 
Ph'iI. 3:6 

GaI. 1:2 • 
GaL 1:22 
1 Thess. 2: 1,4 
2 Thess. 1:4 
Rev. 1:4 
Rev. 1:11 
Rev.1:20a 
Rev.1:20b 

. Rev. 2:7 , 
Rev.2:11 ' 
Rev. 2:17 

'Rev.2:23· 
Rev. 2:29 
Rev. 3:6 
Rev. 3:.13 
R~. 3:22, 
Rev. 22:16 
2 Cor. 12:13 

(7) iGeneri<; Usage in the "Sense of an Institution (20). 
Matt. 16 (-18-1 will build my church. 
Matt. 18 :'17a-tell it unto the church. 
Matt. 18: hb-H he neglect to hear the church. 
1 C()!. 12 : 28---'God hat~ set some in the church.' 
Eph. 1 :22-head over aU things to the. church. 
Eph. 3 :/I0-':"'might .~ lalown by the church. > 

Eph. 3 :21-;glory in the churCh; 
Eph. 5 :·23-lChrist is the. 'head of the church. 
Eph. 5 :·24-as the church' is' subject. 
Eph .. 5 : 25-as Christ also loved the church. 
Eph. 5 : 27-present it to -himself a glorious 

chu·reh. 
, Ep'h. 5 :29-even as the Lord the church. 

Eph·. 5 :-32-concerning Christ and the chuJ'ch. 
·Col. 1 :'l8-the head of the body, the church .. 
CQI. 1 :'24-which is the church. 
1 Tim. '3 :5r take care of .the· church of God? 
1 T·im. 3 :i5-the church of".the l'iving God. 
1 Tim. 5: 16-let iJ.(~t the church 'be charged. 
Heb. 1.2 :·23-and church of the-first-horn 
.rame's.5 :l4-eall f~r the elders of the ch~.rch. 

·(8) Uses Omitted by the Revised Version (2). 
Acts 2 :47-the Lord ad!ied to t'he church-Cat 

Jerusalem). . ... 
1 Pet. 5: 13-:the church that -is at B~bylon. 

The King James version has U6 uses of ecclesia while 
. .the Revised Vers·ion treats only 1'14'of these as reliable 
The .fotal· l!-umber -of 117 as given by some wi·jters i~ 
proba·bly due ,to the inclusion of '''robbers of churches" 
in Acts 19 :.37. Here, .however,- the word is not ecclesia 
but hierosulos which means "temple r()lbbers." In non~. 

. of these 116 instances is it necessary to make ecclesia 
. mean something different. Its· recognized· meaning of 
a local a~sem'bly, in some sense, .makes plain the precise 
idea of Ghrist and His inspired a·postles. 

The Editor of "The Gospel Witness" acknowledges_his in­
debtedness to Mr. Roger W. Maslin of Louisville, Kentucky 
whose clear outline has been. used in the above. Only on~ 
change has been. made in Mr. Maslin's' list as it appeared as 
an appendix in his imprinted thesis "A Critique of the'Uni. 
versal Church Theory".-

( 
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MONOPQLY MENTALITY 

1-N ALL' realms of life there is' a trend towardcentrali­
zation and monopoly; this is true of politics, ind·ustry 

and even religion. In politics, the emergence of govern­
ment corp'Orations and increasing governmental inter­
ference 'in private enterpriose clearly illustrate this move.. 
ment. T'here is, in industry, the tendency .to create large 
'Companies and to fix prices among the dominant corpora- . 
tions. Rather than debate the pros and cons of Ithe' sub­
ject of nationalization in government and / centralization 
in industry, we shall confine our rema.rks to religious 
monopolies. 

Th.is spirit which 'so characterizes 'the age has, unfor­
tunately ibeen carried over into religious cireles so ·that 
many chu.rchmen, modernist and e'VangeIical, have ac­
quired what we shall can "a monopoly mentality". The 
one predominating desire is to estalbIiSih unanimity at all 
costs and to 'become .the. recognized voice of the whole of 
reU-gion or, at least, of 'a l~rge segment. Every other 
con:sideration is laid aS'ide in order to achieve this goal. 

I 

~ to pay for the· time and could' not muster listener - sup­
port to opay the bill. Jealousy is aroused because smaller 
groups and individuals have' procured and paid for the 
time to broadcast the gospel. It will indeed be a sorry' 
day if the 'broadcasting companies yield to these !'eHgious 

I ; 
bureaucrats. . 

It is to be hoped that evangelicals do not· acqui.re . this 
-monopoly mentality. although there are some alarming 
·signs. If on matters of .principle, one refuses to support 
's'ome of the modern methods of evangelism, there are 
some who would virtually ostracize the dissenter. Chris­
tian Life maga'zine 'has even come to the place where it 
has set up a consensus of evangelical schoIarship" to set 
a standard for evangelicals. Mbnopoly in business is 
stifling to initiative; monopOly in government. is the 
death knell of freedom; monopoly in religion, whether 
litberal or evan'gelical, is the very height of arrogance. 

THE BRIGHT STAR OF JOY ,-

Ohrstians are called upOn to vindicate their IChristian­
The ever-recurring note in' modern Protestantisrp is i,ty 'by their joyfulness. If they persist in being sombre, 

that of "unity" - by which is meant the stiflingl of despondent, dejected, heartless, then they persist in in­
ch'etished convictions 'in the interest of an arrogant re- mcting cruelty ~pon the ISon of God:: their despair does 
ligious monopoly. These advoeates of "unity" would not end in itself or upon themsel~es; ·it exercises an evil 
'have us believe that the one sin that transcends ·allothers eonta'gion, which ,brings other ·men into bondage·, and -
in its black ·hue is that of "division" or "disunity'.'. 'C'nder-' thus 'becomes a double curse: 'Men s·hould fight a·gainst 
lY;lng the whole appeal is that 'ty·pe of mentality which the spirit of dal'kness and of fear, as aga:inst an enemy 
eX'alts centralization at all costs. that is ·personal to themselves, and that is_general tOI the . 

Just recently in the United :Sta:tes, -the ecumenical: lead- whole world. When we sing intelligently, when we rt\­
ers showed thei·r colours ilL this' regard. The 'broadcast- joice with ·reason, when ev~n in sorrow we can smile, 
ing and film commission _of the National ICouncil of . ~hen i!l t~e darkest n.ight we can ,find some 'bri~h~ 'star, 
Churches there condemned the sale and purchase of men wIll 'ask us :how It comes tha:t we can thus triumph 
rad'io or television time for religious purposes. . Tohese over circumstances; "in that hour of inquiry we may tell 
would;.be religious ibureaucrats and' small-time popes them. that we are rejo'icing not in ourselves but in the 

\ urged that the 'broadcasting companies make axailahle Lord, and that 'in so rejoicing we are acting an obedient 
"desirable ''broadcast time" free of cha/rge. This time, ·part, for we have 'been 'exhorted to .this joy, an? can 

.• t'hey suggested should ·be allocated on a .proportionate answer the exhortation with reason, and with 'al) the 
Ibas'is. Who wo~ld gain the major portion? - the same fellowship ·andsanction· of a diversified and sanctified 
National Council of Churches! Why do they desire free experience. 
.ti.me? Because they have not sufficient 'spiritual vi,tality -JOSEPH PARKER 

.. , 

" QUARTETTE TOUR 

The-·~nternational Quartette . ~f Toronto. 
Baptist Seminary is 'prese~tly touring the 

,- . churches. Accompanied by Pastor S. Demp­
ster, of_ -Kingston, they will be visiting the 
following· points' during :the next nine days: 

MaY,27-mornmg-North Bay, Grace Baptist Church 
May 27-eve~ng-Sudbury, Rerean Baptist Church 
May 28-Liveiy, Lively Baptist Fellowship. . 
May 29-ll"Onbridge, . the Baptist ~urch 

.June I--Guelph, York ROad BaPtist Church 
June 3-morning--Nlagara Fal,ls, Trinity 'Baptist 

Church -

June : 3-evening-Niagara Falls, H~pe Baptist­
Church 
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Concerning· Going to Heaven 
By c. H. Spurgeon 

I HAVE heard ·persons express their unwillingness to 
,go to heaven if it is to .'he all psalm-singing and holy 

tallcing. -Surely, there was no need for them to decline 
to enter until they:n.ad been 'asked to do so, Holy 'Scrip­
ture invites' 'all JDen to ,holiness, but I know of no pass­
age in which it presses any' ungodly man to enter heave~ : 
there will be time enoug.h 10 invite men to ,glory when 
they' have accepted :g·race. Yet :the refusal of the heav­
enly inheritance ·is sometimes heard, coupled with ,reasons 
for it. 'Dhomas Brooks mentions a woman who lived near' 
Lewes, in Sussex, who was ill, and therefore was visited 
,by one o'f her nei'ghboul'S, who to. cheer her told her 
that 'if she died she would go t«(heaven, and ,be with 
God, and Jesus Christ, and the saints and angels. To ,this 
the sick woman -in all simplicity replied, "Ah, mistress, 
I ,have no relations there! Nay, not "SO -much as a gossip 
or acquaintance; and as r know nobody, I had' a great 
deal 'sooner stop with you an'd the other neighbours than 
go and live amohg strangers." It Is to ,be feared that if 
a good many were to speak their thQug.hts they would 
say mu~h the same. One s'aid to me only the other day, 
"Wbat a dreadful thing it -is to.die and go 'you know not 
where'!" To whom I answered, "Yes, ind'eed; but to a 
Christian it is not so; he knows well enoUgh where he is 
going." "'That may be," said the person who addressed 
me,",but still it is even to a -Christian 'an unknown Iand." 
Her su.rprise was great when I dEmlurred to this, and 
said that dying was going hom'e to our own Father, to 
our Elder Brother, to our' Husband, to our friends, and 

'. to the place where our life aI.ready is. This is the truth, 
and those' who cOmmune' with 'Godl understand that it is 
so; 'but to the uninstructed .in divine th·ings the glory­
land is 'a place as unknown as the dari continent of 
Africa used to be. -

-'.m!:ere 'is a story floating about of a farmer in his 
last days ·being visited by the clergynian of the pa·rish, 
who discoursed to him very sWeetly concerning the happy 
land, and the celestial city, with ~ts gates of peai-! and 
its streets of gold. "Thank you, ISir,"said the farmer, 
"·it is a fine 'country, no doubt, but Old 'England for me! 
Old England for me!" He would probably have been'bet­
ter pleased with some EngliS!h edition of a Mohamatan 
Paradise, where roast bed and foa'JDing tankards would. 
abound on e~ry side. He w.as not, however, the only 
true Briton who would make the same C'hoice if he 
thoug,ht himself at aU Ukely to .get it. . 

'We do not know that this true 'son of John Bun was 
muoh more out of the ,running than a certain .popular 

• authoress, who dreamed 'some time ago about "Gates 
.Njar". Her maunderings are far more wild ,in her later 
!book, where she pictu,res 'a s'Oul "Beyond t'pe Gates". 
Therein the glol"ified one is represented as saying, "T·he 
grass was softer than eider of the lower world; and 
Ughter than 'snow-flakes the leaves that fell from . low­
hanging 'boughs a1bout me.. 'Qistanltly I heard moving 
water; and more near, sleepy birds . . . I felt infinite 
secu·r:i,ty. I had the blessedness 'Of a ,weariness which 
knew it could not miss of sleep. Drea:ms -stoie upon me 
with motion an'd touoh so exquis'ite that I thought, 'Sleep 
itself is a new joy; what we had below was on~y a ,hint 
of the real th·ing,' as I san'k into deep and' deeper rest.". 

"When I waked, I was still alone. 1'>here seem~ :to 
;have been showers, fDr the leaves 'and gra'ss about me 
were wet; yet i[ felt no chm. or dMitpness, or any kind 

of injury f.rom this fact. Rather 1 had a certain refresh~ 
ment, as >if my sleeping. senses had drunk of the peace 
and power of the dew, which flashed fa·r and near about 
me. The 'intense excitement· under which I 'had laboured 
since coming to this place. was calmed. All ;the fevers of I 
feeHng were laid. I could not have said; whether there 'had 
,been what ·below we called night, or how the passage of 
time had .ma·rked -itself; I 'only knew that I had experi­
enced the recu'petation of night, and that I sp.rang to the 
neXit duty or delight of existence with the vigour of 
recurr:ing d'ay. As I rose from the .grass, I no~iced a four­
leafed clover,. and .remembering the pretty little super­
stitiQn we 'used t'O have a:bout it, I plucked. it, and ·held 
it to my face,. and so learned that the rain drop in this 
new' land had ·perfume, an eJCquisite scent, ·as if into 
the ess'ence of -brown earth, and spicy roots, and aromatic 
green things, such 'as summerra-in distils wHili us f.rom 
out of a fresh-washed world', there were mingled an in­
conceivable 'odour drawn out of the heart· of the sty. 
Metaphysicians used to tell us that no man ev~r imagined 
a new perfume, evtlnoin his dl'ea:ms. I could see that they 

. were ri·ght, f'Or anything like the perfume of clover after 
a rain 'in heaven h·ad. never entered into my sense or 
soul before. I saved the clover 'for good luck:' as I "used 
to do." 

It is clear that multitudes have no preparation for 
'abiding with God for ever, for they are not yet capable 
of fo~ing even a' faint conception of i,t. Because eye 
hath not seen, nor ear hea.rd, the things which ,God ,hath 
prepared for them that ..love him. therefore these people 
conclude that nothing of 'lJ,eaven can 'be 'known, and truly 
by ,them it cannot .be; but to :the 'spiritual, heaven is 
revealed by the ;Spir.it of God, its Hfe is already com­
m;nced in them, i~s King 'a),ready reigns over them, its 
LIg.ht has already shone upon them: its worship tpey 
have comII).enced, its communion they are enjoying, its 
joy they have foretasited. Heaven' is as suitable for a 
'saint as a ·lock is fI!tted to receive its key; and! as the 
fashion of a lock might ·be inferred from the key, 'so . 
may the glorious state. be 'guesse,d at from the gracious 
man. He has·,. moreover, sips of sweetness, which give 
him no merely fanciful notion of the hill-country, and 
he knows somewhat of 'what the full-'blown fl'Ower must 
be as he ~gazes' at. the hool,1ty 0.£ the !bud; but he looks 
not that in the revelation of the glory the invisible should . 
'be only a reproduction of . .the visible; for he 'knows that 
the 'spiritual exceeds the na!tural 'even as the 'heaven is 
above the earth. . 

I sat once at the ·bedside of one who h'ad caught the 
true idea that the 'futu,re will bear, a' distinct relation to 
the present, for she said "to me, '''ISi.r, I think [ shall be 
allowed to '~hare in, the holy worship of God, for it .was 
ever my.delight. I do not thiI\k I !!ihaU'be shut up with 
the wiC'~ed, for I was always weary 'of. ungodly society. 
I hope I shall be 'gathered with the people 'Of 'God, for 
'these many yeal"st'O be with them has been my chief 
delight. . :Qear ;Sir, I feel sure that the Lord will let us ,. 
g'O .with our own company." I was quite of her mind. 
The fact is, men depart from 'God in this l'ife, and their 
future -is. to' continue moving in that d·irection, for the 
Judge will 'say, "Deparl"; 'hut as for those who hav-e !been 
coming to the Lord', their future will ,be a continued ad­
vance ·in the same course, for their Lord will say, "-Come, 
ye blessed." 

. -
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·Jesus Brings 'Peace to the Soul '. 
\ ~y ThoMas Guthrie . • 

HAVING reconciled us to God 'thy the 'bl~od of His cqme on objects such as' imparts' pleasure and· surprise 
cross, -Christ Is "our lPeace", as the a·postie says. in what a·re calle!! dissolving views. Where' death, with 

He is called so, first, 'because He restoree us to' a state grim and grisly aspect,. stood ,by the mouth of an open 
of friendship with God ; and, secondly, .because a sense of grave, shaking his' fatal dart, we see an angel form open­
that fills the whole soul \!Uh a peace which passeth ,ing with one .hand,·the· gate- of 'heaven, and holding -in 
understandIng. So, 'speaking' of :the righteousness which the othe! a g·hining crown - frpm the face of God we . 
Christ wrougpt .out for us, the prophet says, "The work." see the :featuz:es -of an angry, stern, inexora'ble judge 
of righteousness .is ,peace" - His ,righteousness lbeing the melt all. away, and in I'oom of ail object of ·terror we 
root, and our peace the ;fruit - that the spring, and this behold the· ·face 'and form of a kind, loving, forgiving' 
·thest'ream. To descri,be for the comfort 'of the Church Father, with. open arms hastening ,to embrace us. The 
the constancy of the last and the ·fulness 9f. the first., God of nope give you joy and ,pe-ace in .believing, is the 
another prophet borrows two of nature's grandest im- prayer of the apOstle....:.... a prayer in many' cases so' fully" 
ages; "Thy peace s'hall ,be like a river, and thy' righteous- answered, that the dying 'saint has. ·~en bOrne away from 
ness' like the waves of . the sea" '- ibhe 'believer's peace all Ms ea,rthly -moorings; and, ready' to. part from wife 
flowing. like a broad, deep :stream', with life ,in its waters and children, has exclaim~ with Simeon when he held 
and"smiling verdure on its banks; and a·'Saviour's' rig:ht- the'infant Saviour in 'his 'joyful arms, "Now, Lord, let­
eoU'sness covering all 'his sins, as the -waves dp. the' test thou -thy servant depart 'in peace,. for mine eyes 
countless saIJ,ds of their shore, when, burying them out of hl!-ve see!). thy' salvation." . . I 

~ight, ·the tide converts the Whole reach of dull, dreary .' "Be at peace among yourselves;" is a blessed injunction 
'sandl ,into a broad liquid mirror, to reflect the light of whieh an apostle lays on famHies, on' friends, and on 
"the sky and the beams of the sun. churches. In .ha.ppy 'contrast to the storm which, hurtling 
· IOh,rist's imputed ri·gh:teousness is bestowed equaUy on through the troubled air, and shaking doors and windows, 
· all believers -. none, the least any, more t~ilD t~e great- goes raving round every corner of the house, let peace 
est sinner, being more justified' than another. Feeling I'eign on the domestic hearth, and ·also within the church, 
assured or not of. their salv·ation, all His: are equally safe when, like the ark of old, s·he dr·ifts on the 'lbillows of a 
-"thos'e whom ThOu hast ·given me I have'kept, and none shoreles~ sea - 90d-only~at the he~m.· 
of ;f;h~ are lost." '.r.hElre is .no such equal enjoyment It is ·good to !be . at peace with our brethren, 'but to be 
a·mottg 'believers of peace in.beli.eving; some walking all at peace with one's-self is ,better .. At peace with con­
th~ir days under a cloud, and some who walk in darkness ',science, one can :afford, if God will 'have i·t so, to be at -
and have no light, oIlIyreaching heaven, like a blind'man war __ with all men. It is paiilful, when we cannot 'be at 
guided :homewards ,by the 'hand of .his child,:by th~ir hold .. peace with all -men - 19 have enemies wi·thout; but his .. 
of the ·promise; Who i-s heth-at feare'bh the Lord and case' is_ infinitely worse who lodges an enemy in, his o'wn :. 
obeyeth Ithe .,voice of -His' servant, th'at walketh in dark- 'breast ~ in a ·guilty, ,uneasy conscience, ip self-re­
ness and hath no light; let him trilst in the name of the proaches,. 'in terror' of death, 'in the knowledge that. 'God' ., 
Lord, and stay himself 'in his ,God. But.where there is and 4e are pot friends, nor can·,be so, so long as he· 
peace Springing from· a sense. of forgivenes's, of all ·the cherishes his sins.\',l'he·re is no peace, saith my God, to 

· fruits>of the Spirit that 'grow in Christ's fair:'garden, the wicked. : There cannot ,be. Drugged with narcotics; 
. this .js ··sweetest. Among the blessings enjoyed on eart·h, you may li~ down on :the cold .pavement, and failcy as you 
,it h~s ·no superior. or rival even. 'It :passeth unde·rstand- throw yourarins around the cu·rbstone that ,it is the wife 
ing, !!ays an apostle .. Nor did D~vid: regard any as happy of your hosom. Drugged with narcotics, you may go to'. 
b~t those who enjoyed ·it - pronouncing ·"hle'ssed", not sleep in a cell with visions of hOme playing around the 

, the great, or rich. or ·ndble, or famous, but "the man", head that- shall be ·capped for hanging to-morrow. But· 
~hatever his conditio;n, "who.se tran.sgression ~s f~rgi:ven, no more than I call these peaceful sights, can I apply the. 

· .whose sin is covered." And B'O he mi·ght. With th·is peacel ..... name of' peace to the insensibility of. a conscience seal'ed . 
the believer reg·ards death.as the 'gate of life:' ente:r:s the . by sin; to the calmness, or rather callousness of one who' 

. grave as 'a 9uiet anchorage from seas. and storm!5; 'and has allowed the devil to persuade- him that God is too 
·Iooks forward to the seene of final judgment as 'R. prince merciful 'to-reckon with us for our transgressions. The 
to 'hiB' coronation, of a happy ,bride to her marriage day. peace we are to s·eek, and, seeking 'to pursue, is not that 
A sen~ of forgiveness lays the sick head. on a pilloW of deatlj, hut life, - not that the lake :presents in winter, 
softer than downs; lightens sorrow's lteayi~st bu·rdens ~ when no life 'appears on its shores" nor 'sound breaks tlie. 
·ma~es poverty rich _beyond the wealth of -banks;. spoils silence of its frozen waters ; !but· that of a lake which; 
.death of his stin~ : .. 'arms the Child of God aga'in~t the .-ills protected from tempests ,by lofty mountains, carries life 

.. o.f life; and, lifting hi.m I,lP a!~ve its trials, makes him .fn its waters, beauty on i,ts banks, and heaven mjrrored 
· lrke 'some lofty mounta'in; 'at Whose feet the lake may :be in its unruffled- bosom.' B~ing. justified by faith we 

lashed irito foa~ing QilIo\ys, and adown whose seamed have peace with God th.rough ouI: 1..0rd Jesus C.hrjst. 
·and· rugged s·id!'ls clouds may fall in gloomy fold'S,. but Such is the peace which we are to seek -·a peace wh,ich, . 
whose head, __ shooting 'up' ·into the calm blue . heavens, springing from.a sens~ of reconeiliation through ·the 
reposes in unbroken peace, 'rejoices in perpetual sunshine. ,blood of the Lamb and. wrou'ght within the soul by the 

Happy suCh as· obtain a i'irm hold of Chriaot, and, hav- in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit, . has' so raised the s'aint 
Ing made their calling and election sure, enjoy unclouded a'bove all fears of death, ·and shed such a flood of glory 
peace!' Feeling that there Is now no -more condemn-a,tion around his dying head), that wicked men h'ave turned 
for them, because' they hel1eve -in Jesus, . and walk not - from~ the scene, to exclaim~ May I.dIe the death of the 
after the' fles~ but 'af}:er the !lpirit, they s~ a' change righ·teous, and may my last end be like his! . 

,~ 
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I . I ENTERING THE PORT·\ 
~'For so an entrance s)lall 'be ministered unto you 

,abundantly into the ~verlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ."-2 Pet. 1 :11. 

T'his' language seems to:be horr~wed from the case of 
a 8'hip b.ririging ~er passengers to' port on a -pleasant 
af.t~r~~on, iher s~~ls all white al1d whole, ·and her flags 
maJes'tI-caUy wav-mg in the -breeze; while t'he relatives 
of those 'on board ascend the hi'goh .places, to see "their 
brothers an·~ their ,sisters returning home in 's81ety from 
the stormy main. How pleasant'to a man who is' a'bout 
te. emigrat~ '00 the new world, i\merica, when he meets 
wI1ih some one th'at :has been there and who is well ac-

_ quaint.ed with the coast, knows, th~ ,best landing-place, 
and wIllaccom:pany him on ,his passage. "Though I walk­
thrO~~h the yalleyand the s:had~w of death, I· will fear. 
no 'evIl: for thou art with me; t'hy 'rod and tll.y" staff they 
comfort me." He who 'passed through death himself 'and 
is. Lord of the sea, is our High-priest; and, wi,tb his 
prIestly vestments on, he will stand in Jordanf,s current 
till the feeblest in all the tri,bes 'shall ,be s·afely landed on 
Canaan's shore. How deUgbUul offiust be the feelings of 
the dying 'Christian, the testimony of whose conscience 
uni:tes with t-he witness of the spirit, toas'sure him. that 
Jesus has pa,id 'his fare: and who knows he cli,rries ,in his 
:hana t'he white stone with the new naoffi~ to be exhibi,ted 
on the pier-head, the" other side. hard by ',his Father's 
hou~e. This i~ an a!bundant entrance, on a fair day, over 
a fme sea, WIth 'a ·pleasant !breeze swelling 'every sail. 
"N~w let~est thou thy ·servant depart in peace, for m,ine 
eyes have seen thy salvation." . 

-.0 :how different t'he entrance m'inistered to the care­
le~s' professor -. the fl"uitless· and ·idle - whd keeps his 
hand in his bosom, or leaning lipon his implements! 
rJ'hough he may reach the shore. with his life it will be 
at 'midni-g:ht, surrounded by roaring tempests,' full of hit­
te'r remembrances and most tormentiri'g fears. Yet, wit'll 
~~tered sails and brQken ropes, peradventure he may 
ga-m the port; "for the'Lord. is good, and.his ,mercy en-

. d,!.reth for ever." But who shall descri·be the condition 
of the ungodly, driven out to sea-in all their ·wickedness· 
not :even allowe'd a q1,larantine within 'si'g'ht of the' heaven: -
ly Jerusalem, !but obHgcd to drift about dismantled 'and 
disabled, amid the darkness of .eternill ~ornis! Oh! to 
be forced from t'heir rr.oorings at. midnight, when they 
ca~not: see a handbreadth before them; the. thunders oroll­
ing; the lightnhlgs' flashing; strange voices of wrath 
mi~gling wit!I every bIast; and t'he gre~t ·bell of eternity. 
tolhng a funeral knell for the lost soul, through all its 
dismal, ·and soUtary, and everlasting.voya'ge! .'Let us flee 
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For Younger Readers 
A SOLDIER'S EXAMPLE OF PATIENCE 

The patience of Christ is a lesSon we may learn from 
His tr.ial. - -. 

Some- years ago 'an English ,missionary ,in India bap­
tized a soldier. This man, had' ,been'8 famous 'prize" 
fig-hter in England. He was 8.' powerful; lion-hearted 
man. With a single ·blow he could level the strongest man 
to the ground. The ·men in :his regiment were all afraid 
of him. He had not ,been in t~e haJbit or-:g.oin:g to church, . 
,but, 'as he afterwards 'told the missionary, he sauntered 
into the chapel one evening, :hardly knowing .where he 
was !going. What he heard that nig.ht 'led him to ,re­
pentance, and 'he became a Christi-an. 

The change which took. place ,in .the temper and' con­
duct of this man was verY surpr.is·ing: The lion was 
changed .into a ;lamb.· A month or' 'so after' :this, when 
they were dining in the tnessroom one day, some of 'his 
comrades, . who had :always :lbeen 'afraid of 'him 'began to 
ori-dicule hi'ni on account of. Ms religion. One of them said, 
"I'll find out whether he -is a real Christian or not;" . 
and taking. a !bowl of.' hot sou·p, he threw -it into his 
hreast~ T'he whole company were alarmed at this. They 
loo'ked on in speechless silence, ex'pecting to 'see the ,roused 
lion leap up and spring in fury on his foe. But he 
quietly opened his waitscoat ap.d wiped ll-is scalded breast. 
Then tu.rning calmly· round, he said, "This -is what I 
must ·expect. . If I become a Christian, 1 must suffel' 
persecution. But my 'Saviour was patient, and I want to 
be like Him." His comrades were "filled with astonish­
ment. But they were satisfied, he was a true 'Christian 
and 'he 'had no more trouble from them. . ~ 

. -The Li.ght of the ~o,.ld. 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)_ 

Vol. 20 ~eeond Quarter' Lesson 10 . June 3, 1956 

JESUS TRIED BY THE APOSTATE'RELIGIOUS 
. COUNCIL . _. 

Lesson ·Text: Luke·22:63-71. 
G~lden Text: "Herealfter slhaU·-;tJhe ·Son of man sit on the 

right hand of the power of God."'-:'Luke 22 :69. 

I. The-Informal.Trial: verses 63-65... '. 
. The Jewish triall of Christ was a reUgious.trial, and it 'Con- " 

Slltted of othree stages: the preli~inliry 'questioning before 
Annas;' the. f()ll'lffier High Priest; the informal .... ltrial before 
.caiapbas tihe present High 'Priest 'and the 'ISanIliedrin' Coun'Cil . 
the forma:l :t;riall before the same CounCil. . ' 

, for refugj:!, to· lay nold on the ihopeset before us, which 
hope is as an 'anchor of the 'Soul, sure and steadfast, 
grasping the Rock of Ages within the va.iJ! 

-9HRISTMAS EVANS 

THE VICTOR'S REWARD 
Does that far-off ~vreath, ~xtended ·from the hand of 

the Judge who sits at the winning-post, draw youI' eyes? 
Does -it. mould your life? Do y~>u shape. your conduct 1n 
~~ch a fa~hion.'as .to .secure it? Does it ,gleam before you 
WIth a brIghtnes's that makes all other and nearer objects 
insignif-icant . and· pale?, Put the qy:estions to yourselves. 
If you can an'swer .them in the affiormative you are a 

The 'Saviour w~. unceremondously escorted from the Gar-
. ,den of Gethsemane .by a motley gathering of excIted, cruel 

,angry people,' carrylDlg swords and sticks of all kinds, their 
patth paIiioaJoly li~hted:"'by the smoking flares •. Among tih~ 
raJ~ble cou~dbe seen s0l!le of th~ hiogh7rankin~ leade~, even 
,pne~, ellders and. captains, pOSSEbly stIll weanng theIr rObes 
rJ.! OffIce ~verses. '52, '53).. They arrived shortly at the hoUse 
of the' Htgh PrIes~ CaI8lJlhas, ~ere -Annas, :his :f.ather-in­
I8IW, the former oHlgth 'Priest, SltlJ[ regarded Wl.th ''Veneration 
by the people, -interviewed the Saviour and enquired con­
cerning IHjs teaC:hin!g (Jolpl18:12-14,·"19·23). 

~nna:s '~ent Christ bound into the quarters occu.pied· !by 
Caiap'has 1'Il' :the same palace., ,Tohe members of the San­
hednn 'Cound .had !been hutily ,summoned, for the leaders 
must prepare 'their c8.;ge; they m~i"st find, if possible, some 
reasonaJble charge agal'lllSt the 'Christ to present to the civil 
authorities.. Before d'awn .. they consu1ted together in in­
forma:l fashIon (verses 63-65; !Mailt.26:57-68; Mark 14:53-65) . 
At [east ibwo memib~rs of ·that ,Coun'Ci:l had no' share in bbe 
condemn8ltiOJll ,meted out to Ohrist; iNicodem'llS (John 7:45-

.. ·happy man. 
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50; 19:39) and Jl()seph of Arimathea (!Marik 1'5:4>3). Perhaps I 

thes'e men were not even tOild 'Of .the secret meeting of the 
Council. . 

'Dhere were no just ,grounds tfOll" proceeding alga.i'lllSt !ilie 
holy Son Df ~ ·(JoIhn 8:46; 'Heb. 7:·26, 27), /bUll; their wicked 
hearts were so bent-on destruction that, even i!f they sihl()uld 
!find no reasoru for condemning Him, they would' use the 
merest eJre1lSe. 'l'he ,leaders were not adverse .to accepting 
fralse or ~ontNidictory testiml()ny so [ong as . !they could get 
theiJr way •. Th!:f ihad altoge!ilier fl()rsaken justice and mercy 
(Prov. 3:3). Sm drives' its victims relentlessly dOW'Il'ward 
UIliti:l ·they cannot. i!eem to stop ofilieir cruel ways, .but are 
carried l).ead'lon!g down to ruin ·(Jas. 1:1'5). . 

Fralse wi1mJesses came 30rward ·to testify (!Psa. 27:12; 
35:11; J'01m 16:2'5); (fhe only charge they could ibring which' 
would gain any degree of cre4enlCe was a statement Il'elating 
to His resurrection (iMaJtt. 26:6.0, 61). They misunderstood 
and misrepresented 'HU! words, .tihi'llikingth8lt He was re­
ferring to Herod's temple, wlhen He was speaking of the 
temple of His body (Jolin 2:19). 

Tohe members df.. the Council were confused and thwarted. 
So fwr J from Uip'holding the di,gnoity of ·the court, they per­
mirtted .the Savil()ur .to be mocked and mistr~ted. . It was for 
our sakes that 'Ghrisit submitted to the indignities o.f mock­
ings and' SCOUl'lgings ~t the bands' ~ ofilie hostile crowd. 

"Bearing shwme and'scl()ffi'll!g rude, 
in my place condemned He stood; 
ISealed my pardon with His blood: 

HaNeluj~1 what ~ ,SavilOurl" 
In . ·the meantime, Peter ohad entered the pa:lace, and 

utterly rgDlOring the sad plight of His !Master, denied Him 
three times ·(overses 54-62). At'daIwn the ~ock crew. . 

II. The Formal Trial: verses 6'6-71. 
. Decisions o'f the S~edTin Council were. nl()t valid, . unless 

the Counei:l should meet ailter dawn at a iegal hour. Conse­
querntly, Ws fOl'lmail session of the Council was neces'sary 
(iMatt. 27:1; ~ark 15:1), and no time was lost !by the hostile 
leaders. . Early in the morning the ISayiouT was again 
brought befl()re them. . . ~-

P11Ilestine was at ,tfuat itime a petty kingdom umer the 
dominion of Rome, but with powers of ·self-government in 
local matters. The ciovil authorities took no interest in the 
religious controversies of the Jews and aJl[owed them to 

. serttle many suclh questions according ,to their own 'laws' amd 
to mete out ·punishment. But they could not caIl'ry 'Oat a 
death sentence; such cases must !be tried 'by civil Roman 
courts. The Jewish reUgious ~oul'lts, however, must make 
the recommendatiO'lllS.' 
. The '~riests and /the elders desired to find Christ guilty of 

conspirl!!,g wgainst the IgoveTniment. They argued that is 
He would confess Himself to Ibe :lihe iSon of God and ,henice 
!Messiah the King, ~hey would !be aIMe to accuse Him at 
blasphemy, tfor whieh the pena:lty was d~th(Lev. 24:16) and 
also of committing an offence against Caesar, the ~awfuJ. 
King. . '_ 

In His own 'time the Lord deelwred His Deity. Moreover, 
He :testified as to His future ·coming in power and ·great 
gll()ry (oDan.7:1·3, 14· M·att. 24:30, '31; 25:31; Luke 1:31-33). 
Had His claim, noit &;en valid', He woUld 'indeed have been 
speaking blWllphemy (JOIM ·10~33). . . 

The ISwvil()ur is .tihe very ISon of God. His words, His 
works, 'but especially His ,resurrection show that lie is in 
reality the !Messiah, ,tfue Son of IGod (John 10:30-35;' 14:11; 
Rom. 1:4). 

At this reliogious Itria:lll()f IOhrist, His Deity was fiJrmly 
a'ttested and the sin cif the h;u'man 'hearot was ~aid bare. 

Daily Bible Readings 
May 28~Pet~r Denies His !Lord .......................... Luke 22:'54-'62 
May 29-The Testing before Annas ..................... Joohn 18:12-23 
May 30-The Insolence of Cai8!p'has ................. Matt. 26:57-68 
May 31~The ISilenJCe of.Ohrist ........................ iMark' 14:03-65 
June i-The LaanIb, SHent 'before His A~users .: .. Isa. 53:1-7 -
JWle 2---:RevHing Not Again ............... ~ ............... : 1 Pet. 1:18-25 
June :J.-...;Blessed wiIenReviled ........................... : .... !Matt. 5:1-12 

Suggested Hyinns 
Mim at sorrows what a name! 
o Christ, what ·btirdens bowed Thy head! 
Look, Y!l saints I . 
AI~ ye that pass· by. 
Have you any room !for Jesus? 
Deptih of mercy; can there 'be? 

.' 
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READING FOR PROSPECTIVE 
'. . 

'PASTORS AND' CHRISTIAN 

WORKERS 
. ............... ; .............................................................. . 

The 

NEW PROSPECTtJS 

. of 

Toronto Baptist Seminary· 

It's ,ours lor t"e. IIskin,! 

• COmprehensive outHJ!.e 'and description of each . . , 
I ' course. I • 

• DetJai,ls. about severnl in:tportanlt new sU1bjects 
to be offered. 

• Announcement of new Chl"ilstian Education 
Course for Jadies. 

• Piotures of f'llCuJ/ty members. 

• Complete Seminary doctrinal s'tatement. 

................................................................................... 
Prospe(;t'i~e. studenlts 'are invd1ted to send for 

free ,prospectus today. If you know of ·some 
young people who feel cailed to ofihe WIOrk of the 
Lord, send US iIlhe names and addreSses and we 
wJll -forward . the prospectus. 

Address aU requests tq: 
, 

THE REGISTRAR. .. 
Toronto Baptist' Seminary, 

337 Jarris St.,' Toronto 2, Ontario 


