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R·E~·M'·E M BE R! 

THAT person who is endowed ~ith a good memory is 
:surely blessed. Among the many benefits that the 

Lord bestows upon us this is one that we seldom mention. 
Perhat>s only those who have lost all memory of the past 
can really a·ppreciate this priceless boon. It is memori 
whic'h makes all of life -to be a unit and which causes one 
to see the .present in the instructive light of the pa!!t. 

Memory enables one to dwell ,in the ·pleasant dream
land of yesterday and to· take pad aga'in in experiences 
which were a source of pleasure or hlessing. Bya simple' 
act o'f the IIlind one may ·be ·transferred in thought from 
the 'present to' the days which have gone 'i>Elyond recall. 
'This trick of the mind enables one to enter once more 
into. happening,s that were a source o~ enjoyment. " 

'The 'businessman, pressed with ,the demands of com
mercial lif'e, may pause in 'his busy life~and recall the 
pleasant, ,quiet child'hood which was his" The mother, 
hurdened over a wayward son or daughter, may turn 'her 
min4 tQ the days of 'in'nocence and 'ChUdish delight when 
the prodigal was carefree and happy. :The one- who ,is 
nearing the end of life and feels that he is making 'little 

.... contribution ,to society can reflect upon the days when 
concrete achievements were .his. 

The Christian, too: may sit 'back and recall the bless
ing of the Lord which were his portion in the. experiences 
of yesterday. Some days' stand out in the memory for 
they are' ,reminders -of special spiritual victories. The 'be
liever encounters no difficulty in bringing to mind these 
tl1iumphs. Indeed there is a .real- danger that he ·is 'apt 
to dwell upon the feats of the past to such an extent that 
'he is ·rob-bedof the ·blessings of the present. A good 
servant then Ibecomes a tyrannical rna'ster. 

The contemplation of the past, however, is not always 
a sour<;e of joy. Even for the 'Christian .it may occasion 
heart sor·row. As he views the failures and' faIlings of 
t~e ·past, contrition must well up in his heart. 

Remem'brance wakes with all her busy train, 
:Swells at my breast, and turns the ·past to pain. 

11'1 is blessedly true that "the :blood of Jesus Ghrist his 
. Son cleanseth us from all ·sin"; but s·till the Christian 
mou·rns his past folly and ,sees it as 'a teacher which 
memory places ·at his disposal. . 
~., ' 

The very remembrance of past 'growth in grace can 
b.e the cause of regret to t'he child of ,God as he contrasts 
.it wJth present stagna,tio.n. Before those believers who 
now live upon a low spiritual plane, the memory of God's 
presence and ~power in better days rises up, 'wooing them 
lbacIs to 'Him. With the poet such 'a ·soul is forced to 
cry out: 

W:hat pea"eful hours I once enjoy'd! 
How sweet their memory still ! 

But they have left an aching void 
. T~e world can never f~ll. 

Memory thus serves as th~ soul's surgeon, making deep 
wounds that the patient may be restored. Hence memory 

/ 

may act as a 'stepping stone to restoration. .' 
Even in the ll;esent life, this is an awful, faculty;'that . 

is, it -commandos our respect and fills us with wonder 
as we consider it. It Ibecomes ei,ther the ladder to bless
ing or the trapdoor to dark despair. 
., .More .startl!ng still. is the consideration that memory_ 
IS not erased 'In eternIty. When we come to-think of the' 
exercise of ,this faculty in the -after life, we must tread' 
carefully and speak only where 'Scripture speaks. We 
are inclined to 'believe that. there is a 'definite operation 
of. memo·ry even .when we have passed beyond the arena 
of Hme and space.. -

In the account in Luke's gospel of the rich man and 
Lazarus there occurs 'a startling word which A1braham 
is ·said to have spo'ken to the"rich man who was in hell -
"Son, remember ,that thou in thy 'lifetime received-st thy 
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: ,but now 
he is comforted, and' thou art tormented~" All of- the 
caverns of hell mu·st 'have echoed and ·re-echoed with that 
one fateful word - 'REMEIM:QE'R! ... REMEMBER! 
. . . RE'ME'MB~R ! We shall not attempt ,to bujld some 
elaborate ,dogma. upon tMsone word spoken in eternity 
but we can 'gain some suggestive thoughts fr()m its con
sideration. 

This rich. man now.remembered his misplaced ~mphasis 
in life. The wealth and pomp which'once 'had Ibeen the 
source of joy now ,rose u,p to condemn ·hinl. The very 
remembrance of tha,t for' which he had lived must -have 
caused his punishment to 'be even more severe as mem-
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ory added fuel to the fires of·hell. This will be true not 
of the rich man 'alone 'but will also ;be true 'of any and 
.aU ~ho have set their affeCt~ons- upon things rather than' ,: 
upon the crucified ISaviour. .-The very' things tha·v might· 
have 'been Igood in themselves but whiC'~ ro:bbed 'the 'soul 

,of ,God will then be seen as tOl'mentol's. The one who 
.neglected h,is-.soq.l because -of :his concern for' the ~sie~m 
of men will' hve forfeited: his soul and have only the 

anb ' 

, ,'rnte5tanf"'~b~,o~ , 
, . ':J' . ' . 

, .' 'lingering, haunting memory of any small esteem which 
'J 'was ·accorded him., The"one who madly pursued his 

, pleasures' and laughed at the ·thought o~' eter~ity and 
judgment' will' find .sm~l1 consolation ,in the 'mem9ry ,of 
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tho~e· fleeting pleasures that vanished so q~'ickly. . 

Ip. a Ohl-istleSs 'eternity, men will be r.eminded, too, of • 
the numerous Occasions upon whlcl1 .they ''heard the gos-· 
pel of grace and refused the 'Saviour. T'hei,r,constant 
jesting aQout salvation ·and holy things may 'have once 
provoked the rude, laughter of admiring companions ,'but 
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. ,i:v. eternity this jesting will be resuITE\cted by memory' 
to taunl the fooL" Just o'ne word will eloq'uently e~press 
the divin~ judgment -:-'''REMF;~MBER!!' .' , \ 

J 
, .. ~\ 

EDITOR.IN-CHIEF 
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Reader, what thou'ghts a~ise in 'your 'heart as you read 
these words? Does -your Ip.emo;ry of 'past' sins' not haunt 
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-"I ~m not ~shame~ 'of the ~oipel of Christ."-Romans I:I~ 
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-you even here? W,hat, 'then, of the h~r~aftet? Your 
presE;!nt Concern will be muJ.tiplied ,by' infil.litY as the 
m~mory of your ,sins parade'S 'before' your eyes and an 
hell Shall echo w~th tne, <;ondemnihig word:' , , 

Let us not pause 'here lest" we d~spair of 'h~lp. Just as' ~ 
the caverns of hell shall ecl10 and re-ech~ with the t.or
menting call. to remembrance, so; too, :the'lofty vaults of / 
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, heayen ,wiU vibrate, wi·th another sound. 'Hell calls Jor , 
·memories that torture'but heaven'resounds wit.h anoth'er" '. 
not~ .. 'Of those who hav.e trusted .the"bord '"Jesus Christ 
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\ 
to take away' thei,r sins' the Word, declares,·.:....., "I will 
forgive ·their, iniquity, . and I wi'll remember. their· ·sin 
,no more." Nor is that all! The' Saviour' who now"' sits 
:en;throned'in heaven ~rice qeclated, ·'·WhosOever.therefo:r:e, 
:shall confess me. before men, him. will I conf~ss !lIsa 

.. before my' Fa:ther which is in heaven.'.' We!Jo not know 
how :It can :be: poss'lble for God 'to forget our' sins but 

. we cali' rejoice tba,t He~dC!..es and the voice that vibrates 
·throug.hout 'heaven, is' orie of acknowledginent rather than 

: .coI1-demnatio~. ' -

.. ' , , 

Pastors' and :' Churches_ 

, D:a you know this Saviou·r. as your own? Have you 
a~knowle_d.ged .'before Him th,at, yo.u have ·sinned ap.d have 

'you ,repented of-that"sinand tru~ted in His 'atoning death 
for yo'!? If- you have, the memory of. Y9Jlr 'past may .. 

, bother you how bilt· in 'heaven YQ)lr aftention will be 
,elsewhere as ·the Creator of.the ends' of the. earth con
fesses you 'befor~ t~e t~rone. ]\fay' . ever~ unsaved .sou! 
be constraiI!ed. to'say, "Lord,: remern,lber,- me whe!1 thou' 

. co'mest i,nto thy kiIigdom," .. , :, . " , ~ .":. 
\'. 

I' 
.' ;. 
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. :.s~MINARY QUARTETTE 
'. 'Duri~g. 'the m~nth, of May· the 'q~artette of Tor-

PLANS, TOUR-
.~'. . -,' 

,onto Baptiat'.seminary plans to .make,a tour. of On
tario and western Quebec. Accompanying .thelgroup 
will ,the Pastor, 8amuel Dempster 'who is in chuge 
of.' the thrivIng 'new work in 'KJngston. EaCh night 
they 'wiU visit an 'eya~,gelical Baptist church 'and 
~old)'a serVice, 'of song; 'testimony 'and' preaching. 
Any Baptist church that desires to' have such a serv
ice ,shoul.d'. immeoiately, contact the 'Seminary.secre
tary, at 337 Ja,r'vis ,St.; Toronto 2.' State sev.eral 
alternative'dates in order that .a su,itable schedule 
may be' organized. ' -' 
"Those who have h~:rd .the quanette' have ex- , 
..... " 

, \--

pie~sed the feeiing tha,Lit" is (mEl' of the finest iii 
- this area~ 'Each of. ,the young men has a testimony 
to give that wilI bring blessing to the'souls of young,·. ' 
,and old. The, foul' members of, .the group: came . 
from four different lands, - Mr. Keith 'Davies 'of 
England.; Mr~ James MCcombe\ from, Ireland;' Mr. 
Kenneth Mille:r: from the United :States; and Mr. 
Samuet" Pourret from France. The, "preaciler, Pas~OI" 
Dempster, ·also hails frort1 the' Emerald Isle. . 

The q~~~ette sta~d-s ~~d; to accept ~h~ in~ita~ 
tion f.rOm any evangelical BaPtist chureh that 
wishes to'make use of its'sertiees. 
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-- The )Christian~'s Educatiqn 
.' A Sermon by Dr. T. T. ~elds 

t' Delivered in Cooke's Presbyterian Church, Toropto, Thu-rsday Evening, July 21~, 1938 
, ,(,Stenograpmeaiiy R~olted') , . 

i '-"Whatsoever 'things were, written aforetilmeo were written for our iearning, that 0 

we through patience and ICOinfol'l; ()f the scriptures. might have, hope."-RomaJIIS 15 :4. 
, 

I N EDUCATIO~4L ins.titutions the cOUl'-ses prescribed 
for -t~e 'students who' enroll are 'usually ,limited to a 

certafn nu-mtber of years. A' student enters school or 
college with the expectation that within a given period 
he will he ablE.! to comple~ the course of :s,tudy _prescribed, 
and be ,graduated. But we who are Christians have !heen 
enrolled in a ,school _.t:nat 'knows no recess -' or vacation: 
we -are enlisted in- an enterprise oWhi'ch 1S not li-mi~ed
even by -the .bound's 'of time. 'There is no end to ,the course 
to which we are called ,to,address ourselves. 

. , 
the Apostle Paul had dedicated'hios life to the one. enter
prise of .. gettin;g to 'know God -!hetter - and 'God as re- . 
vealed-in Christ Jesus. ' - , ' 

'T,hat is'~hat we, ought to -do. W~'are to "grow in grace, 
and in the 'knowledge of our Lord and 'Saviour Jesus 
Christ"; and grace and 'peace a·re' to"ibe -multiplied to us 
"through the knowleplge of 'God, and of Jesus _ our Lord.~' 
If we are to have more grace, we must have mor~ kQowl
edge. If we are to have a deeper peace, 'we mus-t have -a : 
fuller knowledge of1:he things of God. " 

We are to tbe-m~de Partak~rs of the Infiliite. Our minds' 
are to 'he exercised with -the tru-ths of the Infinite. We ,I. -
are privileged to draw upon storehou;ses wh-i~h, like ,the The text which I have read·to you tell us SOMETHING 

- -storehouses 'which Joseph . filled:, are so full that -they OF THE_PBOVISION-WHICH A GRACIOUS FATHER HAS MADE 
,'cannot be esti'mated. You will remember thl!-t the. Egyp- ' FOR THE EDUCATION AND- TRAINING OF HIS CHILDREN: There 

tians 'got past the ·stage of "numbering". We come to- are parents, I suppose, whose own minds are unenlight
gether tIiis eyening tha:t we may learn another les~on on ened, who,have no appreciation whatever 'of theOi'mpor
the way, in, Qrder that we may be 'a.little wiser following tance .of having ,the minds of their children. fully in
our evening meditation than we ever were before. The structed and_ trained. But most par~ts recognize tha't 
life of the Christian is, a life of c;ontinual"progres's. There· the training--of the-mind, ,the' education of thei,r children, 
o.ugh!t to 'he- no. sta'llding still; but continual enlargement is not less importl;Lnt, tho.ugh 'se~on~~ry in orde)" to the' 
and increase. ' , matter 'of feeding _and clothing ,them. A son well fed and 

We are .engagell in the study of/but one 'Subject. The clothed, .whose· mind is stagnant and uninformed, is 
. -great desideratum' is that we _should know lGod hett~r. nefthero,a, joy to his father nor- useful to himself or any

Not that we"should know the things of His universe, use- .one else: "A wise son'maketh a glad father: but a foolish 
-\ fuI:"'a-s ,that-may be; nor -that we should 'he acquainted so.n'is the heaviness of his mother." We ought tp aspi,re 

. with tliose whc) people this sphere in!.Whkh we live, to 'be_ ins-truded' Christians, and seek by' every means in 
though that.is desirable. . The one, great' m~tter ,tlilJ.-t -9ur Po.wer a fuller -'- J will not say' religious, 'b~t, bibli::-
s~o~ld. SPOI" us on,. ~hat s:ho~ld be' the ,sr"preme .am'hition . c~lly-spiritual e~ucation. ,-I • ,',-
of hfe for everyone of us, 'IS tha:t we should 'know God - We are told- here ·that·the Lord has so ordered it 'that 

. better. . - - - . things- were written "aforetime" for our· learning. -The 
) ·The ApOstle Paul was 'no mea~ student of men, or of Lhrd -~new that we s'liould havt;! ,to learn' things. It-i~ 

affairs, or of all tha-t.is embraced within the "realm of q~ite t~e. that ',the- child,ren of !God are His children 'b~, 
hu-man learning. ~t was said 9f him indeed by some of a- birth from above, being 'born'of 'theiSpirit -they become 
,his critics, "Much . learning , doth make thee -mad." He'· children,of God; ~ut aiSAb8lbes we must then, and ,there
was- recognized ,by all as a ~an of> great erudition, as a after, _continu;ally'leaz:.n. - "~here, ,is no . royal' road . to. 

, r-ea~_ schola:r;; and, while they sppke with some contempt""'. learning'! even -in :respect-to what we .call secular, knowl.: 
-. of certain of the disciples as "unlearned and ignorant edge; and· it is ,equally true -that there is no royal road 
m~n'~, no"oile ever laid such a charge againsf'the Apostle 'to learning bib~icaliy:, , •.. 

- ,. - Paut He ~as nQt only the equal ·o.f his contemporaries -:There has 'come as °a ,blight upon the professing chqrch 
and critics, but, by common consent, he was intellectu- of our day, churches of the evangelical order, an Jdea 
ally their'su,perior. Yet·,you know'how he laid all'h-is·· -that we can become wise 'biblically overn-ight, that-there 
talents and -capacities ,open to the Spirit of, God~ laid is a short' cut. by' which we 'may become -full-'growri Chris
them all lit the feet of IChcist ... He declared that he had tians. Indeed, there are >some people, one might almost' 
subordinated every 'interest in'life -. counting even those suppose, who. lay, ,clai~ tohav:big 'b~en made complete
thin~s-which .w~re gain to him 'to be loss .:!- "for the ex- from the beginning. As Adam needed not. to grow from 
ceUency of the knowledge of C~ris-t, Jesus my Lord; for ba:byhood to manhood,- ibut wal!' created a man from the 
whom I .have. siltfered lhe loss of all things; an_d -do 'count ibeginning, so there are people who -seem to imagine that, 
-th~ but dung, that I may win Christ." In other .words, one can be instructed in spidtual' "matte-rs 'suddenly, 

..: 

:." . 

" i 

" . 

-\ 



I 

4 (820) THE . GOSPEL WITNESS 'and llROTESTANT ADVOCATE 
; 

ApriI'12, 1956 

quickly, 'by ,some short cut. I have ·seen ail kinds of ad
verti:sements :by which one may learn to s'peak French or 
~rman in a half dozen lessons. I·t is 1ust a catchpenny. 
I ·have never met anrone who had learned proficiently 
by any such short cut." . . 

We ·have to learn patience, and i;i is by patient con
tinuance in well doing that we anive at last at spiri·tual 

, maturity." We must be willing to learn from pr,imary to 
junior, and from junior to intermediate, and from inJer
mediate to adult - "ever lea,rning'.', learning more day 
by day - 'and' unlearning some things which we had 
supposed at one -tIme to be true. Let that be accepted 

, 
But we have it, one ,that is "able to make us wise' unto 

salvation", and that can so instruct us, tha:t -the man of' 
''God may 'be complete, thoroughly furnished unto every . 
good_ work. So then the .Scriptures are h,ere named as· 
'being providentially, divinely, ordered, and the things 
therein contained d.ivinely prescribed. The things !that 
were written -' and were written "aforetime" - were 
written for our learning. That is why the Bible was 
prepared. As though God' were to say to you and'me 
to-night, "Here i;s my .Book. I have wr,ivten it eS'Pecially 
fo,r you, that 'by a diligent study of it you may' learn 
-those ~hings which I desire you t.o know." . 

as a principle, that if we are to !be worthy of our voca- This isa' marvellous text-book. Long hefore modern 
tion, we. must always be at school as Christians, and ~ducators discovered, or form u1a.ted , or evolved -' use 
never turning a;&ide from ~)Ur;course. ,. ·what word you will - the principles of present-day peda-

,God has been ca.reful to·provide us with certain writ- gogy, and 'how to find Fcc~s's to the human mind, the 
ings, I may venture to say with an authori·tative and . d,ivine Teacher had written, those very pr,inci-ples into 
approved text-;book. . 'Frequently I have heen under the the' Book. .The Bible does not concern itself, for begin-, 
necessity of dippil!g into !bo~ks which were wr,itten for ners such as we are, -very "grea,tly with tru.th in ,the 
the inis'tructiori of Roman 'CathOlics, and in ithe hope, too, ahstract, hut gives us pictures of truth in !the co~ete. 
perhaps ;that 'Protestants might also be led· from their truth iIlustrate!i, truth exemplified. 
allegiance by the' .reading of them. I have noticed that 
all these':books hear the imprimatu·rof ,the Church. When 
written, they are ,su1bmitted to the 'bisho·p, af"chbishop, or 
the 9ar!l:inal, as the case may 'be; and on .the flyleaf is 
the stamp 'of the Ohurcll's a·pproval. ~The Churchs'ays in 

, effect, "Whatever you ,read in ,this book has the approval 
of the 'Ohurch, and may !be accepted as true." There is 
very little of it that· is' true, . notwithstanding their 

Tha:t is why s'o large a part of the B~ble is taken .~ 
with the ·~tories of the lives of men and women, simple 
narratives of how they lived, what ,they believed, what 
they did, "how they prospered - or how they failed, and, 

'how they lived their lives in th-e sight of God. We are 
g.iven here 'a ·great colle!!'tion "of inspired stories. inspired 
biograp'hies - and th~ are wr.Hten "for .our learning". 

approval. A Httle experience is worth a v..ery great deal or theory. 
But the Lord has given to us - and jndeed' it would ·The·re are some things we can learn only by experience. 

be very strange if He 'had not done 's()----'Certain Scr.ip- I. rememb~r some years ago the Superintendent of, the 
tu,res, or writings, that we may learn therefrom. The Beginners'. Department of our ,S-chool had had a day 
divine Father provided Hi'S children with a text..lbook; and ~henshe was greatly tried. 'She said to me, "What do 
it bears 'the stamp of His approval. What a blessing it is ypu think abollt having a separate service for the Be
we have not to C'hoose our own ·,books in this respect.! I g,inners ?They are so noisy in the church 'ser,vice." I 
think I once remarked somewhere that years,ago, when said, "I have not thought of it, and I do n'ot kno/~, There 
I first 'of 'all began to enquire in:to that strange move- is' only one way to 'settle-a problem like that, and that is 
ment of unbelief which we now speak of as Modernis'IIi, to try it. If it works, carryon; if it does not work go 
that 'I found there was no substantial agreement even back to what you are ,doing now until you find some 'bet
among the critics. I was too, pqor to buy all the books tel' course. Put your :theory. to the proof.". 
that were':being written, and I lOnged lto fJnd' some one IYou wiU remember that we h,!lgan the service that Sun-
book that would comprehen~ the whole. pro~lern, and t~at day morning without the little tots. I don't know how you 
'Would answer all my questIOns, and WIth rfmal author.lty felt 'about it: I feU lonely ---,. as the 'house feels when 
settle all mr dou:~ts. I ~o~dered that s?~e ~holar" or . ..;, the' Il:!aby is' off visiting: Af,ter a whHe I looked up to
some. councIl of scholars, had n()~ tllought It WIse to get ward the ·gallery. _ and they were there. Afterward I 
together and produce su~h a hook. . , . ,asked the "superintendent, "What .happened you?" "Do 

I never ~ound one. wrItten ,b~ h.uman "ha~ds, ,but 1 dIS- Dot aSK me. They all 'Went on strike. l.,tried to have' a 
covered qUIte. ear~y In my OhrIstIan e~perIenc~ that ·t~e service, ;but t~ey ',would not have it,; they all began to 
Qook for whIch I longed ~a~ rea~IY been written, ~nd clamor, 'We want to go' to church.''' That was the way 
that my need, ~ad' ,been. antI~I,pated; t~at the. Lor.d Hlm- to ,settle it,· by experience., And we p.u;t up with a li,ttle 
self. ·~ad. prov'Ided u;s In HIS own word, our BI'ble: .~y. distul'bance here and there in order .that we may have 
antICIpatIon, an answer to every problem. NlTe have It In -the youngest child in 'our service. 
the Bible. And I,say, it would have been strange if-it had -.. .'. . 
not 'been S·o. I have. often felit'that if the Bible could 'be . That-vyasGod 's meth~d. ~,e (hd not gIve us ~ :book on 
forgotten, and every copy of .it 'hidden, tliat' some dis- phIlosopliy ~nly. I thInk, I ~n, ~eadsome falr!y. h~rd 
c~rnillg mind would, iQy even a rational .process, reach s~uff some~m~es. I have a. book a:t horne now, .WZ:ltt~!l hy 
the conclusion, as astronomers ,by the application' of the a ,~reat BaptIst sc~olar. In Engl~n.d. I promIsed ,nlm I 
law of proba,bility sweep the heavens· with their tele- would'read It, and gIve 'hIm a~ opmlon. I. would no~ dare 
scopes and from calculation; assume that at a certain say that! could not squeeze. tIm~ to ,read It - but m ~he 
point a planet ought ,to ibe found, .~nd then at last dis- s':lmmertll~e I do not fe~l lIke It: and !t~e Ibo.ok r~ma!p.s 
cover it when they.have made a telescope a:trong eZi"o.urlrh unre~d thus far .. It ~as a '~O$t mterestmg tItle, , PhIlo
to discern .it - I say, ,if there were no Bible, one might sophlCal ~o!l~dabons. It .Is.a profound book, and I ex
rationally have reached the con:clusion that there ought pect .to enJoy It - and take It In small do&es. 
to have been one somewhere; and we might have wiseh' 'The Bible is not given lto us. after that order, with 
gone looking for ,it. " pages ~rid pages; .and· chapters ,nd chapters, of philo-. 
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soph-ical 'truth in the a!b'stract; hut it gives us the story, He was quite ready. JI'hen I read in the Book of. a time 

_ of men who had come to know 'God; and it teJ.ls us ,how when brael was seeking sQmeone t9 !be their leader; they 
they lived as men who knew God: For example, if you asked one man after another,and he ·said, "No." Then 
want to know .what faith is, you do not ask fora laboured they asked :the WOl"st man they could find - and he 
and extended' dissertation on the su!bject: instinctively accepted it! Then, there was one man who got off at a 
I would 'say, I must read ,the life of some man who waR safe distance, and in the hearing of the people, made a 
a '~eIiever, in whose life fai,th found. its exemplification. speecil in the Jorm of a parable, the para!ble of'the trees. 
If I were to ask you to name such an one, I think with "The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over 
practical unanimity you would immedia;tely select the them; and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over 
father of the -faithful ".A!braham heHeved ·God." That us. But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my 
is why the story of ~brap.am was written, that if you and fatness, wherewith tby me they honour God and man, ani!" 

• I, in all ithe' circumstances of life, would learn what it go ,to ,be' promoted over the tree,,? And the trees said 
means' to trust 'God, just to ,believe Him, we might turn to to tJ:!e fig' tree, ,Come thou, and: reign over us. But the 
the story of Abraham, or' of some other hero of faith fj'g tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, 

. who lived out in hi-s life ,the p,r,inciple of faith. Abraham',s and my good fr.uit, and go to be 'promoted over ,the trees? 
story was wri~ten "aforetime ... for our learning." , 'T,hens~id the, tr.ees unto the vine, Come thou, and. reign 
~ Or if one would learn wh·at it means .to live right- over us. And the vine sa·id unto them. 'Should I leave 
eously before 'God, and to -live in all the circumstances of my wine, which cheereth· 'God and man, and go to be 
life with the fear 'of 'God before one's eyes; and if you promoted over the trees? 'Then said all the trees unto 
want an answer ,to the question,' whether it pays to walk ,the bramble, rCome thou, and reign over us. And the 
in paths of rig:hteo'usness, whether it pays to 'be true, and bramble said. unto ;the' trees, If in truth ye anoint 'me 
honest, and straightforward', ,Iff you would know that, king over you, then 'come ,and ,put your trust in my 
you would turn to the story of Joseph, or some· other shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the 'bramble, 
'worthy of ,the Old Testament, or of the New, and,reading and devour the cedars of Lebanon." 
his life-story, fi~d the parallel to your own - and always In effect the !bra·mJble said, "Put it . .rjIght there. This 

-remember it is there fo,r a pur-pose': "Whatsoever things 'head 'has !been waiting for tha:t crown for a long time." 
were wriUen aforetime were wr.iUen for 'our, learning." If I 'had had ,sense enough to read that .pallsage in, ad-

I could call the roll: 'Moses for 'his meekness - the vance, things would have taken another course - I have 
man who carried on in the face of all kinds of' criticism read it' many times since,. ma;ke no mistake" and have 
and ingratitude on t'he part of !th'ose whom 'he tried to recognized the bramble, and ,been-on my guard. -
serve, and who never allowed these things to turn Mm [ do not think there is a ,situation in life into which 
aside, hut endured- "as seeing 'him w,ho ,is invisihle". One you o'r I may :be plunged" wh"ere' a course of' conduct may 
could not come from a reading of the story of Moses' he requ{re'd of us, ,pass'ive or active, respecting. which we 

.life without saying, '!It makes little difference what may not be ,instructed out of the Word of .God itself. You' 
"people say of us if we have 'God's approval." ,So of Joshua cannot find tha,t in a 'concordance. I know of no re-

, and Caleb, for thei,r long. patience; Gideon, for his cour- Hgious theological thesaurus where you can get the idea, 
age; and 'Samson, for ,his streng.th;. David. for his ha,bit and 'then find -th~ scripture to fit it. ' You 'mU!~t ,know 
of alway's enquiring' of the Lora. T.h~re are stories in your Bible - where these'things were written "aforetime 
the Book of the I-ives 'of men whoseI' experiences parallel .., for 'our-learning." A~ we know the 'Scripture, are 
yours and 'mine, and ,the biog.rap'hies are given us "for S'teeped in their teaching, we shall learn to avoid diffi
our learning", ,that we may learn as Christians how to culties, what coul'lSe to take in given circums'tances. 
behave ourselves under given circumstancer· . I do not believe ,there i~ anything in national or,-inter-

I wish we mi'ght learn to use olir Biibles. I grant you ,nationallHe that does not find ,the most 'appropriate word 
that very of-ten we may find guidance f,rom a sentence- of direCtion in the Bible. I care not how wise politicians 
text, but I think there is no situation in life in which ,or statesmen 'may ·be, they have no wisdom compara!ble 
you' or I 'may be placed, no set if circumstances how~ver' to the wisdom to ibe found 'in the Book; and if we would 
unusual ·and -however apparently modern. ,they may be. tbe wise we must study those things which are written 
the counterpart of which -may not .he found in the .Word "aforetime ... for o,ur learning." 
of God itself.' - Do not say of the historical portions of S'criptul"e that 

I remember, for instance, a business meeting ill a they are tbut dry history. Read them, leaItt them, fasten 
church years ago when I 'had not had very much experi- them in your mind. If someti,mes you come upon a por
enee in trying to direct church affairs. Sortleon~ was ·tion that may seem not to have application to your pres
to 'be elected for off,ice, and a 'half dozen ·IIl(!.n were nom- ent si;tuation, 'do 'not pa'ss it 'by and' s~y it does not belong 

. ina,ted one after the other, men whose lives had C'om- to you. IStore it away ,in your mind against the day whe'n 
mended them to the membership of the church, and who some difficult situation, will come like a flash of l-ight
would 'have fulfjIled the pos'Won 'a'bly and discharged the ning: then you will be foreanhedo Why?' Because the 
duties of the office faithfully. But one after another Word of wisdom is with you. 
these good men made excuses. They.said. "No, thank Take ,passage on °a railway coach in broad daylight, 
you"; "No, thank you"; "No: thank you." One after when the sun ,is shining, and' ,presentJy you will ,!gee a 
an'other went down. At lasl someone with no judrgmen't • man come along and turn the switch, -and the light c9mes, 
a( all got up and nominated the most impossihle man iIi on. You say, "'We do not need light: ,the sun is shining." 
,the church, a man ,who was 'a nuisance to everyone, a But wait a while. The train moves on, and suddenly it 
sort Of reIigious porco-pine - all qUills. I' ha,d 'been pray- is plunged into the blackne~s of a tunnel; and you say, 
ing all night - 'and I prayed harder then, t'liat ~e"ril'ight "That man knew the road better than I did. He knew 
have 'the sense to,say, "No, thank you" - tbut he did not! we would need light fur-ther ori.~' When the Lord turns 



.' 

._' , . . , 
\ 

o. !. 

, 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS anel PROTES:I'ANT. ADVOCATE , . April.12,'~956 .6 (822) 

on the }.i'ght, do hot tell Him that you do not need it: out of. sight with no communication for· years, no word 
He kno\'Vs what tunnels" you w.nI -have to pass through,. from home, and yet patiently waiting in -the confidence ~ 
to what situation you will come; for He has orq~red your that God would work out His will. Or two' 'characters 
life. And He' ,lias written for your learning, that He !that are g.reatljr similar in 'the;Old Jesiament; Joshu~ and·, 

. might fortify ;you for -life's emergencies. You will be Caleb, who· for forty years kept tneir faith alive 'in the 
ready fpr them with some word from the Holy Book. midst of an unbelieving generation.. Someone says, "That 

..... - is all very well: It is easy for you; ·in your situation;· 
You can make application of that prin~iple to your- you live in a Christian home; Y0!l have an easy time." 

/. selves. No matter wherp you are, what you have to do Look at. Joshua and Caleb. For forty years they bore the 
· in' your' indivfdqal life, in your f~ami1y life, in your b?'8i-. gi,bes of ,their fellows . .]jut they never allow.ed their . faith . 

ness lite ·in·your·social relationships, in your distincbve- to wane., As we. see how those men lived,.with:the light 
ly religious activities -, in .all that Y,?u do, .. in each' Qf eternity u'pon tllem, and' learned. patience, ~e can • 
'experience 'of life, you ~i1l find in ~he' wo:d of ~d, learn it too _ "throu'gh patien~.e and comf~!t 'pf the scrip-..... 

'. either precept, or principle, or promIse, W~l(~h exactly tures." .:.i. 
fits your case, which will have ·you from gomg over the 

, precipice. III. 

IDriving along in . your . motor-car you 'sometimes see. Do you ever need comforH - That dO~8 not 'mean .~ 
heavy fence-posts, soli!i l®king' th~~gs, with steel ca~les tender word of consolation only. It does me~n tl!at;' Ibut 
fastened to them; along some curve in the ·road:· As you the 'Scriptures do afford us con~oJation; they exhort us 

• drive along leisurely· you say; ·"Surely, surely, no motor- to better. things; and tl1rough' "patience .and: comfort of
..... , ,1St Treeds a· fenc,e ,like that to keep him on' the road. thescr:iptures", \ as, we 'study them, we may ha;ve hope. 
, That would 'De a poor way to drive." But' 1- remember T·hat is the end 'of it aJI. You and I ought to be h.o~eful 

· being iIi a situation once 'whell I was ve:y glad of thos.e 'people; full of hope. Pessimism .of any sorl is inconsis.tent . 
fence-posts, when the car skidded. If It 'had ·not been with a Christian profession. How are you going -to !be 
fo,r the fence-po!!!ts we should .hlj;v~ 'been i·n.,a bad ~ar . full of ho~ 1 It is very d'ifficu1:t sometimes, ·.but aga,~n 
The Lord has 'a way of puttmg a fenc~ ~ro~nd Me s "you remember ,the story of the Apostle Paul Qn the ShIP 
curves, ofl lighting up the dark places pf hfe, so that we of Alexandria, when -the storm broke and the "old. salts" 
shall not be without·guidance and ~ounsel whe~ ",!e need were full of despair, and' "all ·hope· that we should ,be 
iot: ''Whatsoever thing's were wrl~ten aforeb~e' were. saved was then taken away," then ther~ sto04 forth the 
written .for our learning, that·we through patience and preacher who was in chains and said, "I exhort you "to·be 
comfort of' the scriptures .might have hope." . of good cheer; for there 'stood by me ,this night tlle angel 

of God, whose.J.a'm, 'and who,m I,serve, Say.ing, Fear not, 
II. . - :P~ul; thou must be 'brought' befor~ Caes.ar; and, 10, God 

," . " , '" hath given thee-all them that sail with thee." He 'brought' 
.. : '·.~hat we throu~l) patience':~ There is 'nothing 'you ~nd ' them patience' and comfort in t1).e midst of the' storm .. 

. I n~ed t.o learn mor~ than P!1bence. vy e. are n~turallY 'l~- I am out, of ,liear.t with ravens ..:.... !.'Qlioth the raven, 
.' patie~t. One 'of t~e las~ VIrtues !to devel,o? m_ ~ ChrIs- Never more." There are 'a great many ravens in the' 

tian j~ the viI:tue 'of p~bence. We are ,an .lm~abent !ot. church, ,black creatu,res who are always saying,. "Nev.er 
That IS no d~u?t due, t? the fact ~ha~ our hf~ ·lS so br,lef. more"; groaning and- croaking. I like to hea;r the voices . 
. We haye n~ tIme to W~lt. ~/Ou wlll fmdJhatthe young~r of summer when the flocks, ot ibirdssing,' and even. the 
~eople are, the more .lmp~'~len~ t~ey ar~. ~'hen't1.t~re,.ls crows cawing'.; but I do not like those. croaking, groanin~ 

~' not. much: rQ~d, behmd ~hem,,, there .1S httle pabe!1c~. creatures. ''We in this tabel~acle do gro~n·." There 
- "~rIbuJ~:bon worketh ·p~tIence. ~ Mos~ of ,us h~ve a. ht~le are 'orne .people who are never happy .!but w~en they are 

trIb~J~tlOn -now and 8:g~m, :do we not. We do nO,t hke It,. <.miserable.· They loike to nurse their grievances until the 
:bu,t. It has a ver~ wholesome effect upon us, ~nd teaches 'ba:by becomes as large as an elephant. They go around . 
us how to be patIent. : ~ .' with a long "face _ and. w0Il:der that people are. not 

,Paradoxical as it may seem, it is a good deal easier to attracted, by their religion. As we 'study the Word, 
learn. patiepce in a siek~room than at 'a picnic. It is hard "through, .patience and comfor.t of the Iscriptqre~," . we 
t6 Ibe 'patient when one is alert and eager for pleasure; ·shall have hope. It is the most hopeful Book m thp 

· but w.hen he is shut up within narrow limits, ,and when wo.rld. The BOQk closes with 'a picture of a city from 
he 'has ,to endure trihulation of some sort, heJearns that· whieh death, sor,row, tears, night itself, are dr,iven away; 
·the only way t6 endure 'at all, is to :De patient. The den- and ·~the Lamb is :the:light t~ereof". And in the midst 
tistsays, "Did' that hurt 1': I can never understand why . of' our difficulties we shall be Hke' the martyrs of old. 
they ask that question: I should suppose .the~ would "Be of good comfort, Master· Ridley. VIe shall tMs da~ 
know! But in order that we may endure, they say, "I will lighit a candle in England that sh~ll never be put out." 
not hurt you any more .tn-an I have to." What they really Let us have comfort in the Scriptures. 
mean is,' "Be patient." And if you want to "play the If you. are cast do~, a~d your soul' is disquieted 
man", or woman. as' the case may I~e, yo,u nerve. yourself wi-thin 'you, 'tu,rn to -the Book, and thef'e learn to. abound 
and say, "I will not·,b.e a .w~kling, a cry-ba.:b~" -. and in hope,. Not just to say, "Oh well, :while there is . life 
after a while you find "it co:rn,paratively easy ,to be pabent. there is hope." is not thait lovely! There is QOt. milch 
The ,press'lire of life, t]te pressure of circumstance~,. teach "life in that!' We should Ibe "a.:bundant" in 'hope, full of 
us to be patient. . hope always of .good cheer. Le!t us askGQd to help. us; 
.: But how a~e we ~golng: to :b~ patient? Th~ough. the let u~ pray.' '. 

· Scriptures we 'leal'n patience .. Again let ,me mention 0 Lord we ,».tank Thee for thiS divine treasury, so '!!lui ted 
'one or 'two. characters: A'braham, and nis long waiting;. to meet 'the utmost and varied' requirements of' all Thy 

· Joseph - no lett~r from-h'ome, no telephone or telegram, children. ,May we all.find.it so, for Thy name's sake, Amen. _. . I 

, 
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ANAEMIC EVA'NGE,·LICALISM 
.• ~ I 

W · HENlEVER~ 'some sc'iEmfbist or pt>ominenlt person quoted 'to .prove this, ·although there 'is only a passinl{ 
m'a,kes an utterance to the effect tha't there mi~ht reference to the fact that Fer,re·is a "blatant 'infidel who 

be a. God, there. are preachers .and .religious jQurna'lists has' 'hoastedoi' his th1:ee conversions - "the first to 
who go intO' near hYl?teria 'in their 'excessive raplure. rr:he traditiO'nal Christianity; 'the s~ond to' nO'nesty; and the 
scientist or persop. in .ques~iO'n may be a downright in- 'third to' Agape." , (p. ,75 O'f Major, Voice in Ain'l!rican 
"fidel but still these religious e.nthuFliasts (unfortunately Theology by. D. W. "Soper).. Indeed the .whO'le article .. 
sO'metimes evangelicals)' are not deterred.' Ji'rom their betrays: the. fact that It is not 'a .pr6per sur.vey !but IS . 
pulpits and across the pages O'f· their religious jpurnals· 'better' described as ·an old fashioned· whitewashing. 
they blazon the news -. "Dr. So ·and 'SO' has concluded. There is no endeavour to' show tha( the same sceptical 
th~t there might be· a GO'd!" .Apparently Cht:istians ~re basis underlies the new modernism as fO'rmed the fon-nda": 
expected to share in the .enthusiasn:t and t9applaud 'tion .of the old, Nor' are' evangelicals warned' that the 
vigorO'usly. ( .' . ' 'new modernism is infinitely more dangerous than the 
, V~ry f;ankly we are. nO't at all enthused· over such older val'iety Ibecause it employs evangelical terminO'logy 
nonse'nse. ' GO'd ex~s~ed- long beforl! ~he lear;ned, professor and. 'l?ecause it purpos~ly 'PO'ses a.s being ne.,ar the evan
made "his astounding discovery nO'r will He cease to exist gelicaJ pO'si,tion. Ckristian Life ·magazine made nO' great, : 
because some more learned schoO'lrnan denies this fact. Nor wO'rld~shjl.tter:ing disC9yery when it noted' the similarity 
can we generate ~ny excitement !because we hear news of " in t~rminology and ,the , see~in.g· nearness 'i!l t~O'ught; 
some un:b.eIieving, theO'logical professor .who condescend-. th~ .~~-orthodox le~ders 'hl!-v~ -:heral,d~d this hne· for 
ingly admits that some 'tenet of the faith is true or "plaus- some borne.' ,.'. 
ible". Let 'no one "be-deceived' 'by these concessions', qsually • Let the editors of Christian Lvteal1d all Christians_ 
minO'r' of men who by their public utterap.ces and w,tit- I popder these simple 'facts : . . 

, ings have declared 'themselves to be tile enep1ies of the '. (1) The new modernists'find" no p.roblem whatsoever· 
faith. A very strange' ·stand'al'~· of' values c'haracterizes in. associating and co-operatiiIg with ~he old line deniers 
those·· evangelicals ·who applaud an unbeliever who of the faith.-uBirds of a feather flock together." 
ackn~wieiiges ,tbl}t God h~s spoken the truth! We .second 1(2) .'The new ~odernists have n9t changed their low 
Paul who declared; '.~[.et God be true ,but ·every man a . view of the Bible despi,te their ,pious. e~pres8ions about 
liar." (~m. 3:4). His Word remains, unchap-ging' and "the Word". M-i:in,:according to them, still sits in judg-~ 
.true in' all its pa'rts, wliether this ,be co_need'ed by theo- - ment upon the Bill;lle to determine 'What parts are/'Word-
logical professors: ·scientists. or anyone else; ~ence, the . bearing". . . . "-. 
co~cessi0!ls of f~mb1eand .chang.ing m~n, however learned ; (3)The new inoderni~ts a,re the. impiacaple opponents 
or IlI~strlous, ne~~her confirms nor moves us. of 'the old 'gospel and .. while fraternizing with ·the 019 . 

AccO'nipanying this half-patronizing, ev~ngelical atti, mode·rnists,. betray a hatred for' an uncompromising 
tude·toward error covered with a very thin coat Qf ortho- evanget'ical:' ' 
dox wh,itewash 'i~ a ~?nte~piuous .a~~, 's~perior' ~ttitude, (4) The ne .. w modernlsm 'has duplicated' so·me.w~at the. , 
towat:d the old lIne f~n~am~~tahsts. W'~o durmg the. evangelical terminology but has produced. powerless 

(1920's stood for the faith against the onslaughts .. of the churClies. '. ' . ' .. 
enemies of 't~e gospel. ~n some evange.Fcal d~cl~s it has Ch1"istian . Life could have rendered a real service to . 

. l)eco:me 'fa~hl~malbl!! t;~ a.lspar~ge and d,~~c~~~t thfse m~? the gospel 'by presenting all the facts· and :by warning 
.of GOd. ~s 'be!ng.;botli contentious and- an~l-mte~ ectual, very, explicitly that this new gospel is not. a new one 
T,he CrI~lCS arE! often thos~ who would not have the cour- =but is' a discarded' one iIi new gar.b. The' w.riter in 
.age to stand- If. the ~ccaslOn demande~ ,but who .flatt~.r Christian Life asks a rhetorical question-"Is this 'mod
themsel~es .that. they represent an ~nhghtened 'hranc;l of. ern theology' then just a wolf in 'sheep's clothing? Are 
evangelIcalIsm. i,ts devotees just Uberals in disguise?" Since that 'maga, 

Severai factors contri'bu.te to our writing· in this vein, zine cho.se to evade its own question, we will dare to 
, The most .,receIl.'t is ,the ~'pp~arllnce in' t.he :<\pril issue of declare that both questions could ';be answered with an 

Christi",,,,, Life maJgazineof'an"article entitled, uh Liberal emphatic affirmative. Anyone who ·operates·· on any 
Tneology Changing?" IIi our humMe opinion. the article. other assumption is' destine<,- for a· rude awakening, 
in question 'r'epresents a p~rfect example of anaemic Accompanying this anaemic 'approach to a vital ques
journalis,in. -It is f~ry sur,prising th~t it sh!>uld' aJ)pear tion is a supercilious attitude toward stalwarts of the 
in a m.agazine that js. supposed to !be ali exhibit of .fi,rst faith in, day's. gone 15y. The fun,damerita~is:ts are spoken 
cIa,ss evangelical. jour:qalism~ If such a milk and water of .as "though they ,were obscurantists who can' be dis-·. 
approach should characterize acceptable"Christian maga- missed with. a flourish of the pen. One modernist is' 
.zines, we would ,muc:b prefer to f!>rsake propriety. and quoted as co'mplaining that "it (fundamentalism) de-' 
ad'here to our 'blunt and awkwa,rd expression of deep . manded .!tha't we' sacriJice our inltellectual integrilty ... " 

.. convictions. What conceit! 'The very ·persons who would belittle the 
" The ar.ticle is 'supposed to be a study of the currents. Lord Jesus Ghrist' are 80 mu'ch concerned, for their "in
in modern theological cirCles. Af.ter· stating the obvious tellectu'aI integrity"! Christian Life .itself concludes that 
fact that the old-line li!b~ralism no longer . exists under "apparently ·the shift 'has com~ 'with ·Httle or no help from' 
its . original name, the writer proceeds to demon'strate fundamentalism", Why should anyone expect that. be
that the predo.minant. "neo-ortho~ox" school has come 'lievers will .be iIit~ested in bringing some proud uri
cl~ser to ,Ute 'orthodox position: Ev~n Nels Ferre is . believer "to half w~y house? Concern for the souls of 

,. \ .. 

" 



,,' 
/ 

" 

. 8 ·(824) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE April 12, 1956 

men demands that we 'be engaged in procurin'g an all-Out 
commitment (if we may use a favourite modern term). 
The Lord Jesus Christ' requires that man lay down the 
a:rms of l'ebelltion and, submit·· to Him; He is' not inter
ested in a peaceful co-existence with error .. 

Christian Life says of its own series of articles on 
this subject that -they are "currently 'being h'ailed 'by 
evangelical leaders for their incisiveness andsignifi
cance." .At the l"isk of ·being ia'belled as ali Obscurantist, 

-we hail it~em as being significant of nothing less than 
a minimization of the deadly nature of modern error.· 

--~----

B.C. Liberals. Play Politics 
Roman Church 

with 

I T liS pathetic to_·be'hold the scramble among the poIiti
, Ical ,parties in their mad endeavour to please the 
Roman Church~ Eacll ,geeks to outdo the other in .the 
hope that some votes ma'y be obtained. In the ligh,t of 
this shameful disregard for princi'ple, is it any wonder 
'toha,t some people throw up their hands -in disgust,· declar
ing that the political pa,rties of this country care more 
for votes than they do for ri'ght. We cannot agree with 
those who, on supposed spiritual grounds, refuse to vote 
but we can understand anyone's aversion to the ·cheap 

. ~. ,political manoeuvres of our,lCanadian politici~ms. '" I 

THE CRIMSON WORD ~ritish Columbia ,has been tpe scene of some' lively' 
'The. Cross is associated with blood. Yes. We 'must not discussions on the matter of the Roman Catholic sepa,rate 

set up' our refinement against Ch.rist'.s agony. Let us schools. Until the .present time, the province has' rightly 
I • h ff expected that, since the church needlessly duplicates the 

warn. our very so~· s .against ,the. s ameful a ectation educational system, the :church 'should pay the bill to 
of bemg more appalled by the blood than by the sin. A 

........ very wonderful (thing this is that man should have become . erect and ,support her divisive and partisan institutions 
fi 'h . k .., be 1...1 .. - of learning. No reasonalble pe':'son can abject to sueh an 

so re ned as to ,s' I'ml 
'.l·roin blood and yet oaJu e IAJ a,rrangement for the Roman -Church is Jt perfect. libert.v 

,spea'k of sin as if it shocked' rio f~eling. Thus we de-
ceive· ourselves.' We pretend to sink the sinner in the -to erect her own schools if she also su.pports them. Any 
gentleman when we 'stand before ,the Cross. This may taIk about this being undemocratic or.. tyranl!ical is sheer 
,be the deepest depth of infatuation. On the other hand,' ·norisense. '~e would suggest that these ~oap-box orators 
we must not 'think of blood .. only, but of the Ibloi)d of . 'travel :to Spam and there see Rome's versIon of democracy 
Christ. ,Nor of the blood ,of IChl'list only, !but of ",the at work. ,-' . 
precious blood of Christ," - the very worQ being twice ;The news releases from' Vancouver indicate tha..t the 
qualified and thus railled out of common th'Ought into .provincial Li'b.eral Party has jumped on the' bandwagon 
l"egions of dignity and holiness, The last of Christ's to court the papal church, . In The. Globe and Mail of 
miracles before the resurrection was to 'turn h,is own April 9, there appeared .this account; 
blood into wine, That blood' lay beyond the reach 0"£ B.C. EXEMPTION SOUGHT 
Roman spear, That blo'Od did not fall up on the earth Liberals Would Ease Parish School's Burden . 
and waste itself in the dust. Corruptible gold could have -, V8lll.Couver, 'April 8 (CP) • .....:.British Columbia Liberals set 
bc;mght corr-urpt1bte' redemption, but w'e have come by' a precetJ,ent when they voted to ,relieve some tax burdens' 
faith to know thai we "are not redeemed with corruptible ~hl~~~::d~atholic schools ,.t a .provincial conference h'ere 

things," . '. The 477 delegates argued heatedly before passing the 
MT,hen we sink into ,the humiliation w.\1fchaJone;befits resolution asking the Government to exempt non-profit 

f . h bh I· d schools from hind and improvement taxes. The eonyention. 
our ,sense 0 sm - w en we a' or ourse ves In .,dust an made, no move to· grant such schoobl\a portion of school taxes. 
ashes - the thing above' all other things that we do not The issue of separate seh'ools has been a controversial 
:want is an Example. After redemption Vl!e need 'it, but subject in B.C. for many years. ,Roman Catholics protest 
not 'before. Topreac'h to me the fact and'the doctrine of t'hat they are forced.t,!) pay double taxation. 
Ch • t' E I hIt ""h h d th h Bruce Brown, member of the legislature for Prince Rupert, 

rIS S xamp e w en am s u'ng ~ roug ,an" roug said'he was "satisfied that non-profit parochial schools fill 
with, experien'ces of' my 'sin is simply ,to mock me, It is a necessary function." . 
to oppose to me an infinite sneer. I then want a Saviour, Mr. Brown, who helped frame the resolution, said he would 
not' an Exan'1ple. I' want salvation, not rebuke. Do· not' hate to think what would iqlppen if C~tholic schools were 
say to me, '~See in 'Christ an instance' of self-sacrifice and for:r:o~~:~d:e~f students would be thrown out of our school 
loving obed,ience," but say to me, "Behold the Lamb of system. It would cost us millions to create accommodation 
,God which ta:keth away the sin of the 'World." Bring for them." of> '. _ 

down YQur gospel to the pit of my helplessness, Tell angels . He said there are more than 80 non-profit parochial schools 
of examples, but to the sinner preach 'a Saviour, And in the province. -The Roman Catholic·.church operates schools 
thit Saviour must have in his ,hands the print of the for about 10,000 pupils. Under V~couver's' _city charter, 

schools are'exempt from lands IIIIld improvement· taxes. "That 
nails and in his side the' wound of ,the spear. I must see. 'helps 57 schools,'" Mr. Brown 'said~ "but it doesn't help the 
them and feel them by faith. The redness 'of his apparel rest in B.C." '. ~ . 
must proclaim his qv,aIity.'He must not come to me in the We were pleased.'t~ learn that.'!the 477delegates argu'ed 
snow of 'his holines,s, but in the crimson of his sacrifice, heafedly" !before .passing the' resolutiol).- The heat was 
The shame of my sin can benr the ,sight of his blood. prO'ba:bly sq4elched when the: professional votegetten~ 
This would 'be ecstasy Ibut fo,r the humiliation and the pleaded the groun'd of ex'pediency and noted the increas
sorrow of my soul.' My contri,tion takes it out of the rank jng num'ber of Roman Catholics in, the province. As a 
of romance and sets it at the :head of facts. As the Cross . result, the Roman ChureI), 'has managed to insert the thin 
is the one way to .heaven, so ·conscious sin is the one way edge of the wedge whicll could eve.ntually gain for her" 
to the,·Cross. 'To the intellect it is foolishness, to, pride provincial 'support f-or 'the partisan educational system. 
it a,s. a stumbJ.ing;block, but t'O broken-heartedness and .If the government yields to this poUtieal demand for' 

• self-helplessness it is the very power and love and glory exemption from certain taxes, it implicitly recognizes 
of· God. . . , • the l'i'ght of the IChurch to duplicate_the educational sys-

-JOSEPH PARKER tern a,t the ex'pense of aU the taxpayers, . 
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God's' W.illingness· to Bless Saints and Sinner>s' 
A Prayer.Meeting Address by C. H. Sp~geon 

WE, HA V,E 'been pleading with God. Prayer a{ter ing. For the ,present, we may rather 'blush for ourselves 
_ 'prayer has 'knocked at 'heaven's g8lte, entreating than complain of our G<ld. We' have not yet done 'all 

for the conversion of souls, and the upbuilding of the that lies"in our power, and therefore we 'have no g,round 
church. I have no doU'btthat our prayer· has' ·be·en, in upon which to complain of our God. . 
itself, acceptable with God, through Jesus Christ.. It If we are ·disappointed ahout "our success in Christ's 
,is in itself a fol'Ill of worshi-p to' which our gracious God work, what shall we say? Shall we not first look for the 
hath much ,respect The golden vials of the elders :before cause with'in ourselves? From observa-tion "and experi-

. ,the' throne are Slilid to ·be full of odours, whkh are .the ence, I have learned to look very hopefully upon dissatis
prayers of saints. Prayer is typified by sweet incense, faction and angu.ish when they are ,seen in Christian 
because God delights' in it. He loves to see our desires workers. It 'giv!,\sme no sorrQw.to see my brethren un
for the accomplishment of his, purposes. It is very plea~s- 'happy and misera!ble 'because others are not saved. It 
ingAo' a father, as you who are 'parents can testify, to would ,be a far sadder thing to see them useless and yet 
see his child ,in fuB sympathy wi,t'h him, and anxious contented. If ever I' have been sa.tisfied with what I 'have 
to help :him .in his work. Thoug,1f he can do :but ·l~ttle, done for tlie Lord, I have inyariably found ~y service 
and that little feebly and faultily; yet his eagerness to to prove barren. Pangs go with birth, and anguish pre
work with his father, and for 'his father, gives his father cedes. success. So far as I am a:ble to judge, it does not 

. joy: Even thus does Qur 'heavenly Father take pleasure . seem that the Lord can wisely thless people who are satis
iri us, and in our desire" for his ·glo·ry; "Thou didst well fied with .themselves, "'and wit'l:l/their own efforts. It 
in, that i.t 'wa!'!' in thine :heart," :said the Lord to David, would not Ibe safe to trust the conceited with any large 
even when he did not accept what David propose"d to do; measure of success: they ~ight 'be injured for life by. 
and I believe there may be glory .brpught to God, not' 'such honour .. 'Certainly God himself would have small . 
only thy those prayers which are manifesti! answered, 'but 'honour for the individual would steal eve,ry bit of it, 
by those which· for wise reasons the good Lord is pleased and w~ar it himself. When 'you get to feel, "j am not 
to lay on one side. We are nothing better than children' satisfied, for. -God is not blessing me a's I long to be 
even in prayer, and therefore it is not every request .that blessed and therefore I fear something must he 'hinder
is wise; but y~t we are c'hildren, and therefore the cr,ies iDlg t'h~ :blessing"; then you are advancing towards a, 
which come 'from our hearts touch the 'heart of our great right condition - a condi,tion faJ/ourable·to success. The' 
Fa,ther in ·heaven. 9ur d.esires that }ouls may .'b~ saved, Lord is always wiUing t6 bless us up to the ·~easu,re of 
and that the chu,rch may prosper, are so much 'lD .accord- our fitnes.'! to be blessed; and sometimes·.it is apsolutely . 
ance with !the mind of 'G<ld that they must be a sweet necessary that we s'horrld .'l?e distressed, ,bro'ken-hearted, 

'savour unto 'him. Therefore, ,brethren. let us pray o.n and brought· to an agony of" prayer, 'before we can hold 
as long as breath remains . .If prayer plea'seth God, It the,choice gift of .the God of 'grace. 1 am sure it is·so. 
should always please us. We are a:traitened in ourselves. 'Our own unfitness turns 

There are two things, 'however, which sometimes puzzle aside the divine hened,iction. The Lord will 'have us know 
us. 'One is,.to see a child of God anxiv1ls to bring othds the value of the 'blessing before h€ g.ives it to us; and. 
to Christ, and perse'v.erin,gly using the :ordai'(l,ed means, he will also 'have us know our own ina'bility, apart from 
and yet succes'8 is nO~."given him, and men are not :brought his Holy :Spir:it, to p€rfoim any good work, or bring forth 
to Jesus; 'at least, they are not 'brought in. such num- any holy f'l~uit. lOur God ,takes care always to have 
bers as the eager worker desired ·and expected. 'Strange security that, if he works a great· work .by us, we shall 
sight! Are we really more 'anxious to save soul:s/than not appropr.iate the glory'of it to ourselves. He ,brings 
God hi-rrlself ,is?' 'It would be a marvellous spectacle if us down lower and lower in our own eS'teem, until we feel 
it were actually 'the case! 'It certa,inly looks so. This is _ that we are nothing at all, and . then he condescends to 
the appearance-upon the surface: Ou,r earnest spirits lo,ng use us.. Some .. trumpets 'are so stuffed. with self that ,God 
for the salvation of men. If we could save them, we, would cannot blow th'roug.h them. 'Some pitC'hers are -too full 
save them. a't once. If it were possible for us, when we of their own muddy water for 'God to pour the water of 
speak, to convince and convert every 'sinner within hear- life into--them. Ho~ever much we IjIa~ -wish for a bless
ing,it s'hould :be done. It looks for the mornen't,as though ,ing, God will not, ·set the seal of ,his 'blessing to work 
we were more merciful than the All-merciful, more com- which is begun and carried on in 'the power of self. 
pa.ssionate than He of whom it is written, "God is .love"! Besides this, the 'Lord w~n:ts us to be more thoroughly 
Ah, my br.ethren, j;t only seems to he so : we 'humbly ask . in-'sympathy with himself. He has two desi,gns in mak
pardon for ,yielding' to th€ illusion even for an instant! 'ing use of us in his 'service, not only to save souls, but 
It is our ignorance. of our own h'earts which makes us also to 'bless us as the instruments of !!\uch salvation. 
thin'k ourselves so -supremely. ki~d and loving. .somewhat There are always two edges to God's sword ; so that, while 
of pride mingles with this fond, conceit of our own' good- . he-kUls sin in the hearer, he strikes'~ blow at sin in the 
ness. I fear that, if we were 'Weighed in the scales Q.f the ,preacher also. God has a way of' killing two bird~ with 
sanctuary, i,t would be found that we do not 'possess all one stone; or, if I may use such an expres'sion, of making 
that agonizing pity Which we suppose ourselves to pos- ,two birds alive with one quickenil1'g word. He 'has a 
sess. Too often our compassion s'hows itself in spasms, way of bless,ing -the very channel through which th.e 
and is not a matter of fixed principle. Our wal comes 'blessing come's, as well as the people who receive the 
and goes: 'but if we felt it as intensely as we ·think. we . blessing. It was grace to the 'Gentiles to he preached to; 
do, or as intensely ·always as we do so~eti.mes, ,then we ,but Paul caIled· it "grace" to be permitted to preach the 
might have more reason for our complaining and wonder- unsearchable ·riches qf Ohrist. The Lord intends to ed~- ' 
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cate us ':by nQn-succeis' as wen as by. success, and there- fusiQn, and' 'nQt Qf th~ truth: It carinot be .tha·t a sinhel:' . 
fore he causes o.s tOo sig.h and cry unti"i his 'Spirit puts shQuld be eager. fQr"'recQnciliatiQn, and the LQrd :be liard' 
fQr.th his 'PQwer. : ' to 'bring tOo terms. Did' yQU ever' hear Qf a flQck Qf sheep 

It is ,a <natural law "in. the spiritual WQrld thaf JQY is . in the HighlaI).rl;s travelling all Qver the hills,' and, rQamirig , 
not !bQrn wi,thQut ·SQrroW. We must travail in hir.th -'be- dQwn the gleris, trying tOo find' their shepherd? Have yQU 
fQre Christ will :be fQ~med· in. rilen's . hearts. "l'h'ere is 'seen: reports in ,the newspapers. of t~e effQrts made "by 
'no reaping ,in JQY withQut a previQ'us SQwing in tears, lQ~t sheep tOo discQver)their 'shepli~rd, wlten 'he: has been 
As. Christ h,iut-self suffered to·ma·~e. us ,blest; SQ, in Qut, .buried. in·tlie snQW, and needed tOo be ·dug ,Qut? YQU smile, 
ineasuz:e, must we endure pain Qf heart tn. Qrder tQ":'give ibut the p'am'ble is t«(the.PQint . .I 'have observed several 

· men peace Qf mind. 'We must dje'tha't Qthers may live. singular·facts in natural'history, 'but I hive never Qeard 
We must agQni~e .that the tempted may' rest. We must Qf anything "SQ remar.kable 'as sheep seeking: Qut their' 
mQurn that mourners may rejQice.· it is'a ndble thing s'hepherd, and tracking his waridering fQQtsteps- in 'the 

· for 'a Christian milO tOo act as a priest befQre the Lord, clQudY.l!-nd rla,rk,aay. Yet tha:tis what we rilig'bt expect 
and, -in a certain manner, tOo take UPQn h.imself ,the sins' .if it, be true that sinners ,seek after the LQrd J eso.s, 'and 
Qf the people, confessing ;them as thQugh they were ,his canriot' fiJid'-him~ They say, "I' hav:e SQugnt the LQrd, 
.Qwn, and 'mQurn.iI~lg Qver m~n's· h.a:rphess of· heart 'as and he has nQt been found Qf me; I have 'cried tOo him 

.' thQugh it . were his Qwn hardness Qf .heart. We do. well in, .prayer, and: he· hilS not regarded me. Alas, I' have 
· tOo take the' sinner's pl~ce in prayer even as Qur LQrd 'tQQk .hungered and thirsteii . for !Christ,. :bu.t' 'he is n:~t" willing 

· that place in ·sacrifice.· It 'is 'Qurs to lay 'oursel¥es betQre that I. shQuld enjo'y liim!" What singular spectacles! A· 
-, .GQd, and cry Q.ut·Q~ the depths of Qur souls, as Moses did, ~heep ;seeking its strayirlg spepherd! A,piece Qf mQney 

"If ,thou wilt fQrgive their sin~; and if nQt, blot me: searching' fQr ·its mistress! . A p~Qdigal sOon rejQidng. 
J'pt:ay·.~hee, Qut.of th{bQQk whi~h tlr,QU hast'written.", Qver,his lost"father! .. The sUPPQsitiQn is' altQgether:too, . 

. 'MQses was nQW in .a ,prepared 'etate tOo see the :natiQn absurd. IS it nQt? Can It :be that, in this ·race Qf :IQve, 
· ·sav.ed. ,SQme trv tOo make Qu,t·that MQs'es did. nQt 'mean ,yQU, a pOQr,' ilead 'sinner, h,av~: Qutstripped the livipg' 

what ·he' ,said, b~t he did mean it. and,the Lord· did riQt Sa:viQur? We sQmetimes sing -:-'. . . 
'. reliuke him fQr e\Kc~ss Qf zeal Qr unguardedness ·Qf speech, "NQ sinne~' can'be befQreharid with thee, ' 

Reme:mber that .. fQr speaking' unadvisedly:· with ·his.lips . Thy 'grace is,most sQvereigfi';-most !"ich, and I!lost f.ree":; 
- .' . Qn anQther Qccasion, 'MQses was !lhut out of the land Qf . and I believe it:· 'If 'I 'w~re :to' :se~ a n~edle runni~g aCrQSS 

prQmise, y.et fQr this lan'gullge 'he received ri~ check w,hat- a taJble all by itself, I SohQuld 'knQw that under the .table 
ever, ;but prevailed wi,th the Lord 'tQ tur~ away his anger' a magnet was at wQrk ,'Out 'df :sight. When 1 see a sinner 
frQm Israe.!.' He felt in the CQmpassiQn Qf his SQul much . running after Dhrist, I feel certain that divine .1Q~e is 
'mQrethari CQuld 'be justified by reasQning in CQQI. blQQd, rl-rawi.ng him:' 't'he ,cQr4s may. be -invisible, ':hut . we, are 
even as Paul did when he. wrote.' "F()r. I CQuld wish that qui:te sii're that tliey ~re there, .If YQuare see'king Christ; 

· ~yselfwere. ac~urse~ frQm Gh;}st fQr my 'brethren, lOY it' is ,because he is seeking YQU., The desire f~r ,grace 
~Insmen accQrdmg. ~Q ~~e flesh~. . If. yQU .ever :ea~h such. is caused by the, very' grace which we desire. You .must 
.a !!~te of· C?mp~'sslon! Y,0U wIll feel r~ady:. rf It were.· nQt dare tOo charge. ,the Lord Jesus' with "unwillingness tOo 
~sS1ble" as It were, t? put XQur .Qwn . SQul In' pllwn f~r save,seeing. he has laid dQWn -his life' to .~ve 'his' eager
the souls .Qf'Qthers;and YQ~, Will. express y~~rself 10 . ness 1"00 redeem, NQ, it',is nQt 'Pos'sible that there c~m be 
wQrds -which Q~hez:s may' ca.l~fana.t~ca~. When It cQm~s any"backward'ness .with' the SaviQur: t}{e. :backwardness 
tOo. that 'pass 'Yl~h YQU, the ·~rd. WIll hear ~Qu ... I!. rQU 'lies wi,tIl YQU .. 'Get ri,d 'Of the unbelieving.and disMnQur-. 

_ ~nIl.Qt hv~ wlthol!t 'a ~le~smg .. y~U s~all n~t bve wI~h- ing nQtiQn' that Jesus is' unwil~inlg tOo' f.Qrg-~ve; and at Qnce 
Qut .. I~. He ~hQ we~p's. fQr SQ?Is .shall be.fQr~,lQng ~eep thrQW YQu,rself into, his. arm's. He ·thir.sts tOo bless men: 
fQ,r JQY, When we_h~e ·~en ~Il! hve; when we 'are. qUI.ck- it is his meat and: 'hi's' drink in this respect'to .do the will 
e!led t'O fuln~s Qf b~e the hvmg w~t.ers sh~11 flQW Qut 'of him thahen:t him. 'YQU a're ,being d-raWn by his iovin,g 
Qf us. Perhaps we pav.e ,to reach a higher PQm.t Qf grace' hands'- thQse warm desires fQr !ialva;tiQn are' created in 
~:n~ IQve :b~Qre we sh~ll :eceiv~ the fulness Qf the bless- yQU b~ hIs HQly 'Spirit: .!believe this, and thus recog~i'ze 
.mg;· ~.t any rate, I .p~t the case very S!tro~~ly"Qn .pu~- ,phe bQnd which unites' ypu tOo the LQrd';' Iby faith that 
p~se th,at yQU may see "the wrQngfulIl:e~s. Qf .the SUPPQSI- !bQnd will ·becQme. cQnsciQusly stronger from day _tOo day. 
bOon t~at. the' fault Qf ~ur nQn-s.u~cess lIes WIth the LQrd. Trust wholly in Jesus, and :the·. work is. doD.(l. "J.'·rust him 

· !,t cannQt ~e. t~at GOod IS less wIlhng. ~,r men.,tQ ~e ~a-verl .,sim~ly; .trust-him sQlely; tl'U~t' him-:wit~out :hesitation, . 
. . . ;h~~ we are, It ca.nnQ~. be th~; we hav~ Q~tr.un lQve Itsell~. a.nd ~Q.u are saved. ". ' '. " . 

. on ItS ~wn '!rQu?,d. We cry, Arm Qf. th~" Lord,. a wake, , . It IS remarkable that very Qftep the mQst cQmmQn~pIace,' 
~n~, .~,e rephes, Awa~e. a'Yake• 0 ZIOn. The .. slumbe.r things that we say in Qur ,prea<;hing' strike attention and 
IS With us, ~nd nQt WI,t? h~~. We mu:st .nQt thJ~k that .. cQnvey_blessing. An evangelist, !!'Orne !ti:me 'agQ, while he 
the,LQrd has set· a barrIer In the wa~ Qf Qur effQ~t§,.obut was ,expi'airiing faith; tOQk'u'p a bQQk, and- tIanded, it tOo a 
we '::nust :be encQuraged tOo feel that, 'If we lQve Ule ;sQul~ friend. "NQw.." said. 'he"tQ 'his f,rieIid, "suPPQse this tOo 

· Qf men, .the Lo:d must lQve. th:m ptQre; an~ that, If. we .be ·salvatiQn·: I freely present.it to yQU.- Have' yQU :gQt it?" 
WQ~ld dQ an,ythmg an~ ~very,thmg 10 (l.ur PQwer tosecu~ "Yes, I 'have i.t:" "HQW did'1Q1,l get it? Did YQu'buy' it? 
their salv!ltIOn, ~e may ,depend u'PQn It that phe.LQrd.ls Did YQu'wQrk fQr it? Did YQll make it?'~ "N'O,'YQU gave' 
nQt sla<;k In ·'grace. .... it. tOo' me, and' I took it.'.' "I'l{ave -it to YQU', arid yQU tQQk _. 

A seCQnd matter equally causes a di'fficulty in peQple's it"; and that is· hQW we receive salvatiQn frQm the'Lord. 
minds. and that .is, to see"s'inners more willin.g to bg sa1Jed He gives it to us freely, and w~· take h--by. fai,th: t,hat'is 
than GOod is to save th~m; I ·Ilave Qtten see.~ this tOo he all. Did the friend wash his' hands; Qr put Qn 'Kid-glQves, 

. the ease apparently. Apparently, I say, .fQr it cQuld.nev.er before he.tQQk the 'bQQk?< NO' .. If he had dQne'sQ; he 
· be really SQ. AccQrding'tQ the statement Qf-the anxiQus, WQuld nQt mOore 8u,rely.. have'receiv'ed the 'DQQk: his hand 

'it is ,the- case; 'but tJ:!eir statements are bOom Qf CQn- 'did very well·just as it was, It is. just SQ'with the gift· 
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of God. If a very poor man asks you to ,help hi~, and and hedges, and compel ,them 'to come in, that my house 
you offer him a shilling, lie does not say, "PI~~se, sir, may be filled." A mingled company sat down to the feast. 
r cannot accept your 'money, for 'I a.m nO.t dresfled in good You ,fancy that they appeared very odd 'and out of place. 

, enou'gh clothes." He is not 80 foolish: he asks no ques- -Poo~ people, picked from 'the s~ret;!~s, how w,?uld they 
tions, ,but gladly takes what is freely given. Even so, let appear, at a royal ta!ble feasting upon dainties? Ah, you 
us accept Christ as the gift of 'God. The worse we are, ma:ke a 'great mistake if you imagine .that they looked to 
tJ!,e more we' need Jesus; a~d the more unprepared for ,be a ~otley crew! The spectacl_e WlaS 'magnificent: they 
Christ we seem, the more prepared we are for him, .in ' . were all dressed as ladies and ge~tlemeJ;l, for th~y had 
the qnquestiElnabie sense ·that need is the best pr~para- put on' wedd:ing-garments furnished by the ,giver of the 
tion for receiving cha·rity. When the housewife looks out banquet. As they sat at. table tohey looked like cour.tiers, 
the linen.,for.the laundry, she does not say, '!This gll:rmEmt for they were all dressed in, robes worthy of the ·great I. 

,is too dirty to be washed." No, no. As :sh~ 'looks OVer occasion.' They 'h,ardly knew thems'elves; or one anothe.r. 
the household linen, there may be a piece or"two so little qne~of them would look across the 'table to a man who 

, soiled that ~he questions whether she shall send them to used 'to 'be his companion ,in P9verty, an~ he. would say, 
be washed; bOot if one ,piece is ,worse than the rest, she ' "Is, that you?" Apd the' other would reply, "It is and it 
is quite sure that it is fit to go, and she put!!, it without ,is not ... IJhave1J.n~r:gon~ a grea~ cha'nge. I,ltave put off 
a question into the bag. Oh, my sinful. friend, your sin- mt'rags, and I a'~ coyerea with beauty/' 'Jf .y~)U, comp, 

, ful:ness' is the reason why you :should go to IChrist for to Christ, .the 'J)9Qrest of you shall b~ made to sit among 
clea'nsing! Did you ever know a man stop away from' princes. 'You, who a·re covered with leprosy and pollu
dinner 'because, he, was hungry?' -Did you -ever say, "I tion, may come ju'st 'as you are, and'the Lord will wel
must not drink be~use I 'am thirsty"? Do 'men say, come Y9u, will heal you, arid ibid, you be at home' at his 
"When.1 am hot quite so thirsty, then I will drink; when ·,table, where fat things full of. marrow prove the sple!1-
I am n'ot quite 'so fa,int. then I will eat"? Does any sick dour of 'his ~ove. 'Come to Je3~s, ,and see if it :be not so. 
man say, "I ~ so ill that 1 shall not send for a doctor ~ Some of, you seem, to me like the . poor dogs that go ' 
till I a~ better"?' We do not talk in this fashion ,aboult about muzzled; if there is a hone you cannot 'get at it. 
other matters'; then why do we talk ~o 'about our souls? It seems as if the devil had muzzled some" of vou so 
Jesus Christ asks nothJng of Uf' except that we will re- that you dare not'take tHe ·good thinis of the g~sp~l to 
ceive him; 'and he presents himself 1.0, us freely. We s,a)" yourselves. 0 Lord; be pleas'eel'to take the muzzlef" off 
"There is nothing freer than a gif,t", so -there is nothing these poor: dogs! Oh that they could, ibut 'get a taste of 
freer than the grace of God. "T,his is the record, that what the-'Lord 'has 'pr~pared 'for them that love him! You 

oGod hath given to us et~rnal life, and thi~ ,life is, in his may have al).y and every gospei "bl~ssing if you dare to 
Son." "God so loved the world, that he gave hIS oIily take it. Make a dash for it. Believe that Jesus Christ is 
'begotten ~on, that whosoeve~ 'believeth in him should a.ble to save you. Trust Min, and he has saved you, ; 
not perish, !bu!t have everlasting life." D th t - '11" t' ," b l' b t '11 ·t ' '. ,0 ·you say . a you WI no now' e 'leve, u WI wal 

IJesus and, his salv'atiQn a're matters of pur~ gift; -then till your own-heart is 'bett~r, and you feel more inward 
why will you, not -have them? Do you say, "·Oh, that we encouragement? How foolish! You will 'Wait in vain. Did 
mi'ght receive them"? Do you still s'ay that you are m,ore you ever 'hear' of "the deaf man who wajted to :hear tihe 
willing, ,to receive than God is to give; when 'God has, tic'king of a sun-d·ial? He was as wise a man as you are. 

, , already given, and you have not received? Y o~ kn9w ' Cease' to look within, and 'begin to look u,p. 'Jesus saves 
the message of the king who 'had invited many guests to. all those who trust him to save them. " End alf qti~stionEl 

, his' son's wedding-feast - "Be~ol~, 1 have prepared my and delays, and be saved at 'once. ' , ... 
, d,inner: my oxen and my' fatlings are killed. and alI 

thirigs are ready: come unto the marriage." It was piti-
ful ,that everything should be pr~pared, and yet tJ:te guests 
should not come. My goorlsister, how would you feel if 
you ·had inv.ited your friends to see you, and then, when 
evcrl'thing was .ready, you found that nobody came to 

---.--- .... 

, A'~ Appreciativ~ Reader write" ",' . 
Elberton, Ga., U.S.A. 

partake of your' feast? ,g.hould you not cry, "What am Hear Dr. 'Cole: 
I to do? Here is everything ready, 'but no one to eat 1 received your book, "Definitions of Doctrines" and 
i,t!" One thing. however, wouId b~ clear-, nobody'could- words will not permit me to express 'my appreciation to 
say that you were unwilling. that they should come. All you, for' the' unfolding of the deep things ,of God. As 
things are ready, and: everything will Ibe spoiled if there Mr. Sebastian has said, "My heart has thrilled, my soul 
are no 'guests: the hostess longs to see every !'Ieat at the has rejoiced, all that is within me has/blessed the Lord", 
table filled. Jesus himself, that 'great provision of God, as I have, read the book. 'May our blessed 'Lord continue 
will be of no use if sinners do not come to him to be ' , to use you for His glory is my pr~yer. 
saved·: the substitutionary sacrifice will 'be an eternal. ' " ., .' _ 
waste if men 'are not redeemed, thereby: the provis.ions I fmd real stron~ ~ea·t 0!l WhICh my soul IS fed - and 
of atoning love will be a superfluity if the guilty do not ...... some that I must keep chewmg - ..-
come and partake of them. "My oxen and my fatlings I've also read "The Bible Doctrine of Election" and 

, are killed. Then, if nobody comes to the wedding, (all my' enjoyed it so-muCh: 
preparationlt will ~e in vain." The king must have guests . I notic~d you expected, to· publish two' or three· more' 
for his feast, and ther..efore' he said to 'his serva~t, "Go' yolumes; sure would like to have these too, and any other 
out quickly _ into the streets and lanes of the city, and' 
bring in 'hither the poor. and the mai.med, and the halt. ,books,' booklets or any. writings br you: 
and the blind." When th'is 'was done, and there was still, May I saY,llIgain "thank you and '1nQ,y God bleBS you." 
room, 'he said to his servant, "-Go out into the' highw~ys' in Him, ( 

.. 
~. 
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THE' PRODIGAL SON 
A Sermon by Christmas Eva~s 

, , 

This is the condensation of a message by the greqt Welsh Baptise preacher, 
Christmas Evans. In referring to it, Mr. Spurgeon oorrectly 06served thal even 
these notes are sufficient ,to enabl,e the reader to "Jorm, some idea of hour the 
glorious W eishl!'"n car':ied all before him."-' -Editor, "The _Gospel WilJl¥!IIs." , 

, " 

THE description of the prodigal shows how soon. how 
easily and completely, man, when competent to act. 

departs from God. Impressed by the 'portraiture, lo! 
I see him seeking ,a, travelling:car to talce away his goods 
and chattels. 'He finds liorses and c'hariots, men and 
mai;..d-servants, for lie is a'bout to leave his father's hear,th, 

,and bid him farewell. The elder brother was standing 
by, neatly dressed, with a staff in his hand; but the 
younger was very showily arrayed·, had on a pair of 
yellow-topped ,!boots, looked a ,grand gentleman, and held 
out one finger to bid 'his father "Good-bye", This is the' 
description of one who has lost his reason, and follows 
his wicked inclinations. The "wicked 'through "the pride 
of hi,s ,countenance will not, seek after' God", wiII not 
pray to, him', or depend on -his wisdom and love, 'but in 
his insanity will set up for himself. 

While thus he was, as regards his father's hOllse. dead 
'and logot, "He went into a, far country"!, Profligacy is 
indeed a far country, far from God, without faith. or the 
fear of God, or solemnity, or sacred s:ong;, a land where 
dead souls dwell. 'a land" through _ which run's the broad 
road wYiich leads to destruc"tion. The ungodly "go astray 
from the womb", even 'before reading'the heavenly. book 
that teUs of the far country, that' describes how it was 
'Once drowned with water. and at another time' how part 
of it was burned up with sulphurous' fire from heaven. 
Besides. its climate is so fiercely hot that, it de8troys and, 
:bu,rns up its produce; and sometimes so cold tQat it 
huries its population under mountains of fros,t and 
eternal snow. Its language was the language of hell. its 
customs were the lusts of Satan. who was its gigantic 
god. Its chie'f merchandise was in the exchange of the 
b<;,>dies an.d souls 'of men; these were the pril!cipal articles 
of commerce that 'passed through' its ports, and it re
ceived from hell foolish and hurtful desires in their 
place . . . The, 'system of slave traffic flouris'hed very 
ric'hly there. The young man was ;insane, to waste his, 
substance in a land so scarce of provision, and so utterly 
barren of happiness. "His undersotand·ing was darkened." 
His mouth was a sepulchre, in which godliness and all 
holy thing-.g were buried. There was joinea to the root 
of his tongue a bag; cdntaining the :poison of asps, so 

, that he poisoned men .by his tong,ue in' his evil communi
cations; and, there was ~ flam.e at the point of his tongue; 
that set ~'the course of nature on fire", even with the' 
fire of hell. His hands -wrought mischief, and his feet' 
wel~e swift to shed, 'blood. He was -insane to direct his 
course to a land called "the far country", far from God. 
hap'piness; and ,:heaven. Lt ,was so far ,that no one but 
'himself has ever, found the way back to. his Father',s 

, hou~e;, but it was not so far 'but the Father could send 
,famine and, diS'tress into it. and even run :there to em~ 

.-, 'br~ce the pro~igal. ..... 
Has no one ever return.ed? ,O.h, yes; millions, millions! 

hut 'not w;ithout the Father d,rawing them. In order to 

, 

'open a neW way from this far country, God sent his"Son 
to assume the nature of its inhahitants, and ,by virtue 'Of 
the sacrifice that he gave on the tree in this very coun
try, he, opened a way thr'Ough 'the evil that shut men out, 
from -their Father's house. ' , 

The young man "spent his suhsta~ce in riotous living". ' 
He devoted the ,strentgth of his ,body, and all his mental 
faculties, and possessions, to enliven Vanity Fair, - that 
is, he gave himself up to the .,vices of the age'; drun'ken
ness, uncleanness, fighting,' and Sabbath desecration. 

Then the law ~.g a mighty fami~e, ~es forth to lay 
hold of the sinner. Wheh God would subdue 'a proud city, 
he does it !by send;intg the sword, the famine, or the 

,plague. The gospel has' its sword,fi,re, and .famine, 
which even ISaul of Tarsus cannot withstand. 'The law 
raises the- famine,and gradually, increa:ses it, until the 
sinner goes seeking thrpugh the far country for the 'bread 
of hope.. He is described as setting out like a, gentleman, 
,then he becomes indigent, and seeks bread; hut he,Jtad 
to know that the ,region of the law was a poor place in 
wliich to beg, Ibecause !'ithath dominion over a man 
till he is dead." He could not sing for a living -like' some 
poor Entglis'h i,n our towns;' nor sell matches from door 
to door. Th~ law was, "He that wiJ.l not ,work, 'neither 
shall he eat" Every door was'shut against him. He of
fered to wo,rk for a citizen of that country, that is, the 
preacher of the law as a covenant of works;, ~but the law 
followed him, and no bread couid be had for works of 
the law unless perfect; and the law would 'have written 
out his notice 01 removal to the House of 'Coriection, in 
the parish of Sinai, where th,ousands of these wandering 
wretches have been sent, since the 'days of Cain. who 
was the first ,to d:ie there. Now every hope of the bread 
of life was gone, 'he 'wa.g almost distracted t,1Jrough ,his 
sin, seeing noth~ng but perdilt:ion in his 'hearlt, l'ife, 8,nd 
conduct, while without' any means of making an atone
ment for his sins. Lively conviction, produced ;by the 

,Spiri,t of God 'brings a man into a 'state"of utter despair. 
"Beer and spirits cannot drown such convictions; There, 
was a famine of every article necessary to su'pport a god
less life. Conviction of ~in -iog likened to the 'pangs of 
childbirth - and why? 'Because the termination of it is 
a matter of either death Or life. But' he would break 
his hun'ger 'by the deeds of the law; he would, in other 
words, get a li'ving 'by work. It was not to a citizen of 
the -towns where he had been spending his money,and 
'his life, he r'epai red , hut to the cities of strict m6rality, 
where 'the ,Scribes and Pharis~e8"and .rulers ot the pari,sh 
ohurch, Uved !in Ithe day.g of 'Ohr'is't. Thbugh fbhe ci,ty .h~ 

, vis,ited feigned to Ibe a godly 'place, yet j.t belonged to 
, the "far country". ' 
_ 'The 'certain citizen to whom 'he applied was a figure 
of the legal preacher, the swine are the 'figure of :his 
disciples: they tread the .pearl of great price under their 
feet, and slight the doctrines of grace" and the atoning 

" 

'/ 
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work of Ch·ri-st, and the strength '·and Hfe contained in ring, ,jfue shoes, and the TaUed ·calf. They were prov,ided 
thein. ~ Methinks I see him standing by the swine. :by his royal bounty. The rotten- robe of thE: prodigal was 
troughs! .others filled themselves, he could not.' The -not worth turning, . wa.shing, or mend:ing; 'his shoes were 
husks would not do for him. He wa·s a perfect .picture good for nothing but to be ·cast away. You cannot save 
of 'misery. An old shoe and ,sltocking on his foot, an old a man by 'reforming him; that is not what has to 'he -
cap on his head, like the turiban of a 'Turk, recently picked <tone; he is too bad for reformation; :he must be formed 

· from the dunghill, and a rag'lged one-armed coat on his anew, clad in .an entire change of raiment, The F:ather 
'back. While 'he stood there, . death and starva"tion were .gave or~el' for the ·robe. It corresponded to the require
depicted on his countenance. Nothing heard~ hut the ments of the law, and· was wrought out ,by the Son of 
munching of the swine as they ate their food, when lo! God, during 'hfs abode on earth. His holiness was the 
a letter from his father, 'borne ·a·s with -·the wind, came frame where i,t wa"s worked. His love, obedience, and 
into his bosom. His father told ·him 'he was still alive, and sufferi'ngs were the warp, woof, and substance of which 
rich. W'hen this letter came it brought to miridmany it was spun and. woven. 'it was "through .righteousness". 

· fa:miliar circumstances; and trembling, he feared 'to ven- Tlhe robe was Ithe ''One obedience of Christ. In him were 
ture t.o open it, lest his father should Ibe fou.nd to swear· fO!lnd ·beam, frame, material, weavel', and s'huttle: arirl 
in his wrath, that he should never come back. Some have he finished it upon ·the cross. The order was not to put. 
feared to read.a chapter, or pray, lest some evidence on the 'shoes first, but the robe, The gospel does' not 
should start up thBit they have been rejected, or ·have bring a man fi-rst to walk with God, or .possess a filial 
committed the·unpardonable sin. . spirit, and then jus~ify him; 'but there is an appropri.ate 

With tears he ventured to open it in the dark pass of order - fir-st, the Fa·ther gives th~ robe·; then he will 
dea"th, -when ,the sun of 'bope was se'tt:ing, and Ithere was have the ring put u·pon -the hand, 'as a sign of filial union :
no prospeot of its ever rising again. At this juncture the and then wiII se~ the shoes placed 011 the feet I)f him who 
gospel gave forth its commariding voice in demonstration wears .the robe, The 'voice of the Father is heard in the 
of the 'Spirit and power, 'which brought to 'mind with servants, and they urge those wh.o believe, that they 
irresistible .force/the thought'that his Father was alive, s'hould be careful "to maintain good' works". and "follow 
and tha,t the,re was bread at home-, "enough and to spare". God as dear children". 
Now the sun of hope rose upon his sogl, for by faith hi.s Here' are the four commarids of the Father to thE' serv
Father's house drew nearer to him, with its amplitude ants, that is to the ministers of· ·the gospel, apostles, 
of stores and open bounty. Faith in his Father wroug-ht prop'hets, pastors, and teachers, ,to the end of the world. 
in his soul a fee'ble hope, and: the fountains of repentance "Bring forth the best robe, and ·put it on him" - that 
welled up in .his, mind, and ·streamed forth in the spirit 'i-s, eXp'lain and preach -Ithe . g};ori'Ous, di.vine, jus-tify<ing , 
of prayer. His faith in the hread- and the s:ufficiency 'of righteousness of the Son of Grid,' in compariSlon of which 
it· caused him to resolve that he would arise and 'begin the righteousness of angels, and. o-f Adam' bef01:e the fall. 
his journey home.' Th.e entreaty of his Father leaped to a,t once lose all thei·r :beauty. As a rohe there is none like 

· his lips at every step he took. -In his prayer he (~onfessed . it in heaven or earth. "Put a ring on· his 'hand" and 
hi-s sin and unworthiness, and ·petitioned for the -humblest "shoes on hi·s feet". Set forth the-.qature of adoption and 
place among the servants. He went from home a Christian conversation, in demonstration of the Spirit. 
haughty, domineering gentleman; but he came back truly' with 'an ardour that -will impress the mind. . . • 
humbled. 'T-he gos'pel, -by 'killing an'd making alive, taugli1l \ Now he comes for,th f.rom the dress-chamber to the 
him ·a valua'ble lesson.. It is a poor sign when '8 man' royal dining-room. -Dh, what grace! This is grace after 
would come into .the church as rich and great, not as g:t:a~e, gift -after gift, treasure after trehsure, patrimon~' 
a poor sinner ou·t of liihe dust.. '-, after patrimony. There' was no need to hunt shops or 

Now we .behold him on his journey 'home, through faith stalls, for a ring, or shoes, or the fatted calf; they were 
in his Father'-s C'lemency lIluid bounty. "When he w.a"s yet all there, so plentifu!' were the provisions of the Father's 
a great way off", he had no hope in himself. and was very house. Now the siriner. is brought 'to taste the love of 
much ashamed of his riVen and: tattered garments, and God shed abroad in his 'heart, and. feed-s on the flesh· and 
his unprotected feet. His feeling, of his lost estate was Iblood of ,the Redeemer, .and.telishes joy in the Holy 
very intense and heavy .. But, lo! all the' riches of the Ghost. "Being justified by. faith we have peace with 
grace, power, and mercy resident in' the 'Father come God", and in this peace as a rdbe, and in these l'hoes 
forth to meet his faith, hope, and flickering love. The of the preparation of ,the gospel, we stand, ·"and· rejoice 
eye of m~rey saw him through the thick mist, -the ~eart ion hope of the glory of ·God" .. "He rejoiced, believing in 
of mercy ,pitied him, the feet of -power and might ran to -God with all ,his .hou-se." . 
meet him, the arms of mercy embraced him, and the face The fourth royal command to ,the servants .is, "Bring 
of a reconciled God bestowed the -kiss of peace. They fortli ·the fatted- calf, and kill it," i.e., sacrifice it. Preach 
brqug:ht him in - not to the dining-room but to the Christ as a \fiery s·acrifice to. justice in' the room and 
!o'bing-apartment.· stead of prodigals, and- also as"a meat and drink-offering 

Oh! what a ''touching si'g'ht to ·behold the God of all to' starvinig souls. 'Only 9p.e calf, so there is but one 
grace em'bracing the unworthy sinner, and he in the dust; sacrifice, once offered in the end of the world. It will 
his Father Elxtending' to him the blessing of forgiveness, remain to fom a feast. to welcome . all -the prodigals, and 
wi·thout any upbraiding. 'Conviction having ended in there is a fresh ,glory bestowed upon the sacrifice of the 
restoration, ·the -sinner has the blessings of redemption cross whenever· a furnishing slnher comes in'to ·the 
applied' to hios understanding and conscience. _ Lo! I see Church of God. 
him in the chamber on his' knees, hi-s face 'bent to' the The Master of the feast was the Father; all was at 
earth,. hateful. in' his own sight on' account of his filth :hi·s sole expense. .He senft the f·amine, and ran !to meet 
and .his 'poverty; yet stung with pain by the fear of the wanderer, and gave the robe, ring, and shoes', and 

\ death. The l<"a"ther na"med the blessings ~ the' robe, the now sets the fa,tted- calf op. the festal board. . . 

" 
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The feast .itself contains all the iblessings of the gos
pel, the soul being brought to the enjoyment of an inter: 
est in the death of the ISon of God. One nO'lessdignified, 
no less rich and powerful, than· the Lord of Hosts made 
the feast. For' whom ~ For.procligals.Where? "In.· this 
mountain". He clid not say. on this occasion, "Give him 

. a little ;by himself and ·to himself"; but the" feast was 
made-for "all people~', for the entire family, everi' for the 
angels. This is one of the lieirs of eternal Hfe, who ba·s 
now been born again. , ... ;. . . '. . . 

Then the sweet harp. Qj Judah, the harp of the' rising 
sun, sounded forth. sweet and loud notes of joy :because of 
pardQn and peace.to .dying ;men -

"We 'were lost, bu,t we are found, 
Dead,but now alIve are we; ., 
We were sore in bondage bound, 
But Jesus sets us free .. ' 

. ..... 
"Strangers, and he takes us in, 
-Naked; he ,becomes our dress, 
Sick, and he.f.rom stain of sin . 
. Cleanses wi·th his righteousness~_ 

"'rherefore will we sing his praise 
Who h'is lost one~ hath res~ored, 
'Hearts. and voices both shall raise 
Hallelujahs to the Lord." 

How did· the Fath~r,.-the Lord of Host~,.sustain his 
position as head of the feast, and while feasting with the 
prodigal? He rejoiced over him with singing,. till the. 
whole apartment exchanged glory and .'beiuty for ashes, 
thE;! oil of joy for mourning, and the 'garment of praise 
for heaviness, and the Father said, "Let us eat and be 
merry". A hountiful' supply has been set. ·before the 
prodigal, and ·the first morsels were swallowed 'with 
aviddtyand g.rerut relish; for they were sweeter 'Illiah the 
honeycomb. Then l~king in ~ilS Father'l} face, as tears ,. 
streamed from his eyes,·he· said, '"F·ather". ",What.now, 
PlY ·son?" "I do not deserve this' feast." "There ·is no 
necessi,ty, my son, all is of Igrace." "I remember ··my dis
obeclierice in the far. country, Father.!' "It is all forgiven;. 
eat, my son." "Oh, my. Father, shall I ,remain with' you 
for ever?" "Who said ··otherwise to thee,. child ?,Did 'I 
·promise thee less?" "But, Rather, wili you .keep· me here 
by the ·power of t'hy covenant, and maintain ,that coven
ant, and never let 'Jt ,be brok~n?" . "Well, I 'will ill:omise,. 
a·nd !lever aliter what' has ,gone out of my mouth." . The 

'At the sIght of the two parties sweetly reconciled to .' 
each other ·at t'he festal .boa~d, the minstrel of the, west-" 
ernhil.l'p sound~~ forth his .note - '. .. .. 

. . 
"The wanderer no more will ro~m, 
The lost one to the fold hath come, 

- 'The prodigal is welcomed home; 
<0 La~b .of -God, in thee!' 

Though clothed with shame, by sin defiled, 
The Fa.'tJherq ih-alth emlbmced Ms chdld; 
And I :am pardon'd' reco.nciled,-
: O. ~.a.ID'b of God, ,in! lbhee ! 

sruinlts fear Iba,ct{slid1ing very much, but !the Lord' has "It is,the Father's joy to bless, 
prolIJised, ."1 WIll 'iPuit -my fear in' their hearts, 'and '1lhey 'Hislove provides for me a d·ress""': 
ehall not depart fro-m .me, sai,th the Lord.'" . ". A, robe of spotless righteoiIsnes,s, 

Di'd' all 'rejoice? .Yes, all but' the eider brother' he' , ''0 La~b of God, in thee! 
would not come here. The Father, the servants,~ the '''Now s'hall,my faIrtish'd sO,ul'be fe~, 
whole catholic church, the angels in the room beyond ,the' A feast of love for me is spread, ' 
veil, all rejoiced, their 'minds feasting- on the', dainties J. 'I 'feed' upon the' children's bread, : 

. ·of heayenly grace, and lost. in admiration of ·the riches . / IOJ'Lamb of God in thee!" . . . 
t, of ~ivine mercy, apd' the memory of. it was ·sweeter than' " . . .'. '" . 

..... 

the wine from Lebanon. 'How 'high did the JOY"" run ?~. INothing is said, of the end .of this ---feast, more thaI! of 
, How far extend 1! .J. 'assure y~u it was not. weak; nor the end of' the wedding.:bamiuet, or of the retUl;n from 

feeble, nOor grovelling, . nor-silent, for the elder-.brother the highway of the thi·rd servant who -wen,t out tp com-. 
heard f8:r away iQeyond t!le house, "~usic a~d dancing", pel. the la~e; a~~ th~ hal~, and the hlind to come. 'in~ ~t 
~:wo words. t,o .set follf;h .the.s~rength and el.eyation of the IS a f~ast tha~ .Is ~pread. over all the y.ear.9 of th~. Lord. ~ 
JOy. The JOY in the Holy Ghost W81S so great ,that it drove rede~II)..C(i. 'It.lS gOIng,on even now. . . . 

_'the fear. of ~ant ana. the fear 'of death far away .. : 'rhen . The elder son,. the fi.gure of the . legalist, was .ploughing 
four harps w~re' brougpt forth .fro~ the. four corne:rs of rather sulphuroti.s land that day on the brow of -the: hill' ./ 
the earth-, to ·btl ,played. upon: The great harp of the norUi' called,' Sinai. The Father s~rit the serva!lt to call. him 
hegan, ~nd the musicians San~ ,the joyful)ay 7" . .'. '. in, and; tQ invite all such ,to .leave thei.r trust in works, 

'~Great God of wOripers! all thy' ways; . \ and ,believe. in. IChrist. When' 'he saw' the servant, he 
Are mate-hless, God-like, and divine; :.'... - ~as pausing for a moment between the handles of the 

But the fair ,glories of thy grace... /.... plough'; for he was ploughing to, earn .b17ead. by his own 
. More Goa-1ik~ anil"unrivaU'd s'hine; . worlts. 'So he said, 'fWhat is going on" to-day down yon-
Who is a pardoning God like thee? ,. der? W.hat is all that 'stir within the walls.'" "Oh, you 
'C?r who 'has 'grace ·so t ich and free?" ~e right in calling it a' Stir, 'for a· stj.!'.. it ·verily .. is, i 

Then the strings o.f the s~uthel'R harp were touched -
assure you." "Well, 'lad, what is 'it? The sweet odours, 
from the flue~ are spreading ~p here;. the smell. resem'hles ' 
food being c~ked for' Antinomians; tell ~ W'halt~ g¢ng 
on?" "Your. 'brQtlier is .come home poor and wretched." 

. . 
. '~Oh, for this love let rocks and hills, ' 

Their lasting silence break, 
And' all ha.rmonious numan tongue!! '. 

., 

. The Saviour's praJaes !!Ipeak. . 

. "Yes, we will'praise .thee;.dearest Lord" 
. Our S9.uls are all on flame; 
Hosanna round the .spacious earth 

To' thine adored naine." 
7 

"'. 

-' . 

--:-...... 

, "My brother·?You meap that:fellow t9at went away long· 
. since to the far country, 'and devoti):ed his living with 

.!, harlots." "Ay,' the same, and your father has_ com
,.nllinded. yo\!. to come in and welcome him}' "Me! I will 
never' come .. No, n~t even if my Father were to come 
to. ask me. To think of my sitting down at a banquet' 
with .publicans a!ld the .s~m of'sinn'ers! I ·shall mention 

, ' 

.... 
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-it to him. I certaInly. shall. .He is a fine person to 
.think of welcoIhing such ,a wretch, and 'to give him a 
fatted calf, when'he' never slew so much as a kid fO,r me· 
-in retur.n for niy self-righteous works." 

, 'By this time' the,' Father 'had come up' to the elder 
'brother, He 'began to abuse and blame him. The Father 
cut, the matter .8hnrt by calling 'him in, saying, "if you 
will not come in I cannot do better than carryon the' 
feast without you." Election makes rejoicing, necessary, 
and love 'ma'kes ~t necessary, and the ,divine righteousness 
of Christ, makes it necessary.' ",This thy brother was 
dead, and: is alive again"; was afar off, and is made 

\ nigh.; "and was lost and' is found." And "they began to 
be merry" and of that joy 'there was no end. 

, ' .... 

,A Letter fr~m India . .. 
/ 

Dear Mr. Cole: ...... ' 

. 'I received with thanks the two hooks three w'eeks ago. 
Thank you very much for sending an aut<fgraphed copy 

, bf "Definitions of 'Doctrines". 
Th~ pamphlet '~The B~ble ·Doctrine of Electiqn" is 

superb, 'and thoroughly ·s~riptural. 'Thill is the. first time ' 
1 have read a :booklet 'On that ·glorious doctrine" 

NowI am going through the 13th' chapter of your, 
Exposi·tion of Hebr,ews. Without doubt yo·ur.s is the 
clearest and most, informing ex'position of Hebrews I 
have ever re~d. !SometIme ago .I prepared some sermons 
based oli your e~positi.on. I preached those sernlons' in 
a Bible Confer~nce, and as a result some souls were 
saved, and m~ny a: believer was cQ~firmed in the 
·faith, .... , 

The judge, a:1lthou·gh an unrigh~ man, avenged the 
widow because' of her impol'ltunilty (Lvke 11:5-8) .. His m()tive 
was no't aitogether praisewo'l'ithy, but if a selfish, unsympa
thetic judge, indi'Heremt to the claims of God and. 'man, 
answered the widow's continued 'cry,' ihow much ·more will 
Qur 'Hej!venly 'Fa'lfuer hear the. prayer .of His 4ildren, Who 
win not !be denied (Jas. ~:16)! The 'Widow refused:ltogive 
Up 'her claim '(Gen. 32:26). So IShould· ;we coJlltin~e to look 
to God in' faith 'When 'We know His wilt -He keeps us waitin'g 
sometimes t.o 'test OUll' sincerity, to develop. our fad:thand to 
prepf!.l"8 our lJie8l'lts to "receive the blessing. Let 'us persevere 
til'l His lfiime Come I· - . ' 

Our Lord applied,;theparable of 'the ~g'hteous judge in 
a particular manner to the iast days when faith wou:ld be 
sca:ree, and ,When ,His tleople 'WOuld be hindered by, 'their 
adversaries !from 'gammg their just inheritance, and would' 
cry to· Him (Compar!,! Rf!N. 6:10). ,That the parable had 
a:lso a ~eneral. aJpplicaltion, 'howf!Ner, is evident from v:erse .1. 
Ohrislt tel~s us tliat ljihe pUJ.'pose df the tllII!'able was to en-' .. 
couralge men to C"ontinue earnestly in prayer, never to' grow 

. weary, never to cease their vigilla:nt:e: '(Acts 2:42; 1 Thess. -
5:17). 
II. 'Becoming Humility in Prayer: verses 9-14. 
. This pal'aJble was direct~il against the self-ll"ighteous Phari-

. sees who ,trusted 'in themselves for !their supposed!snperioriif;y_ 
in religious ma'titers and Se't aJI[ .otheI"S a.t nought (Matt. 23: 
5-7, 14-2a). ,.', 

"Those 'Who trus'J; in their own \righteousness· (Luke 10:29; 
16:15), rather ,th8.lll in 'Iili.e ri'ghJteousness of Clwis't, have no 
place in the ~gdom oIf Goo -('Rom 10:3; 2 Cor. 1:9), for all' 
our righteousnesses are as fi'lthy rags in 'His sight (1 Kings 
8:46; Isa. '53:6; 64:6). No one 'Can be justified ,before God on: 
the' ~ound '()f his own supposed .go.od works ,(Eph, 2:8-10), 
:and if tt were pOssible for 8:n.y one to ibe sav.ed /by 'Works, it ' 
would' not have 'been necess'ary for ChriSt to die (Gal. 

'2:16-21). ~ , 
The two men 'Went ;into 'Jthe temPle to tlray. 

'~o !\filnt to llray? 0 :rather say', . 
One welllt to bmg,the other to pra¥; . 
'One .stands up cloSe and treads on high, 
. Where the other d'ares not send his eye: 
One nearer to God's .A:ltar trod, '. . . 

.BJhIe 'S~h~J 'Lesson .Pullbie. " Toh~,~~~:::~:::~~: pr.ominent place in. the' 
----------...-----..;....;--~.,.....-- temple ·(Matt. 6:5), and uJttered,words;~.but he did not really 
Vol. 20 Second Quar~e~ Lesson 4 April 22, 1956 pray, for·tlrayer is addressed to~, aDd ·the JPharisee spoke 
- ___ ..;.....;.. ___________ ---.--~.-- ' only to himself. '. " . I ' 

JESUS TEACHES ON PRAYER' 'I' The' ~harisee coJ1lgratufaited hinuieif, be!fore God. that. he 
. .was a nghteous' man. But he .was merely compa4"J,ng ·him- . 

self With othel'B (2 Cor. 1.0.:12), and judging himself aecord
mg to men's standa~. He fa,i[ed to judge himself before 
GOd according to the 'Word: of God, which is the supreme. rWe 
by Whireh 'We' are· -to rEest olirS~lves., !His if;Jmnksgiving 'was 
not a'ccompanied by humiJiJty. . " -.. ~ 

Les~on Text: Luke 18:i-1'4. . . I 

Golden Te:s:t: "Men ou~'t always to pray, and 'Il'Ot· to faint." 
, . ,-Luke 18: 

I. Holy Perseverance in Prayer.: verses 1-8. 
.. 

, 'So important did: our Lord regaTd Ithe exercise af prayer 
that 'He f~uently 'taught His disciples concerning the prin

'citlles and' tlraetice of prayepo (Matt. 6:5-15; 10:38; Luke 
- ·11:hI3). M-oreoyer, 'He Himself set them' an' example ;of 

hOlly, be'liev.ing, importunate,prayer (Matt. 14:23'; Luke 6:15; 
Jo'hn 6:15).' The ApOSltle Paul g~ve a tlrominent place in 'His 
~Episties Ito the Cbl'istian's duty in the ,m,~t'ter of main'taihing-

\ . his prayer Jife (Rom.,12·:12;'Eph. 6:18; Col. 4:2). .-

The tlUibIitcan, deeply conscious df his 'Bin, prayed 'a brief, 
prayer from his iheart, a -cry for, :mercy 'Which has been 
'echoed 'by ·many thoileandls $ce ithat'time: "God be merci;f,lrl 
to me, ·the ,sinner.", 'The Greek word, here translated ''he 
merciful" is used in reference to the mercY-seaJt. The tlubli
can trilslted n·o.'t in himself, ibut'in ifili.e biood, ,as. the ,ground. 
of his approach (Lev. 17:11; tHeb. 9:22)"'Humlblintg himself, 
before 'God; he Was exalted, pardoned ,arid justified (Rom.' 
3:24; 1 ,p~. '5:6). Bid uns~ved Iicllolars ·pray Iijrls prayer. 
So ·must f!Nery one who would enter the kingdom come 

. . On'e of . the , 'grea.t hindrances in prayer is Ithe failure to 
,continue;! s'teadlfastly ~eseechiDig the Lora.· There is a 'ten
dency' to ib~()me faint and discouralged. Our Savi"oUll' would .... 
tesIf; our faith; '8'Om~imes 'He iw-ithhold~ t'he ·blessing because 
we are: not sliffiCienJtly' in eam'est to wait for Him: A child 
may ask foJ;' somethiig, then run away and play,' forgetting 
aa~ aJbout his requeslf;, ibut if he rea'lly wants something; he 
win repea't' 'his requ~t over and 'over amd.not be:satisfied 
untiII it is granted. ~. . _ . 

On 1ilii~()ICQasion 01lIl" ISaviour ·'gave· tHis teaching in 't'he 
form of·two parables, ed df which is easily understood. 
It is well to ~emiber that parables usually,illustrate jus'!; 
0!le or' two maIn ·tJ;uths, ~d we ~ n'Ot to force the applica
tion of ali !the details. For eJI:1lmple, the present attitude and 
'WoMs, "Of. 'the ~ust judge were' ~mended by our, LaM, ' 
but no.t hlS character. In lu's aiflt.ltude. to the woman he illus
trated ltihe attitude o'f ifili.e ·Father tow·ri' HiS chi~ciren who 
geek Him ctiligently,· ibut :in his charaicter he was the very. 
Opposite of our Heavemy Fi.'tiber. ' . ' . 

humlbly, 'trustill'g in ;the shed blo.od of Christ. . . , 
. Daily Bible Readinp 

Aprill 16-:-Proud. ,Pharisees .:.: ..... :: ............................ MaJtt. 23:1-1'2 . 
April 17-Self~Ri!ghteous Pharisees : ................... !Matt. 23:13-23 
'April 19.......HypO'¢sy iii Prayer .... : ................. : ............. Matt.'6:1-8 . 
Apriil l~u'ini:Hty in Prayer .................................. Matt. 6:9-15 . 
Aipri1·20-'CoJllti~ue. in Prayer ............................ , ........... Col. 4:1-6 
.Aiprl1 21--,Pray Wl"thOUt Ceasing ........ , ....... : .. : ... 1 Thess. ,5:14-25 
April 2z,.....Pm.Y !With ~atienree ................. ; .. : ............ : ..... JaB. 5:7-18 

. Suggested Hymns . .. 
. We are but mtle children weak. ' 

,Hushed. was 't'he' evening hyrrtn; 
. Jesus, my Lord, to Thee I ery. 

Pass ·me not, 0 gentle Saviour. • 
Lord, I helll!' of shOlW8f8 of,lblessing. 
I need Thee ~ hour. ". . 

'. 
,' .. 

., 
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DON'T' MISS THIS -OFFER !' / 
) 

The' Priest, the Woman ~aild the' I:onf.essional 
by fATHE~\ CtiA'RLES CHINIQUY 

(a 144 page book, paper cover') 
-' . 

FOR 

.50 cents 
'(REGULAR PRICE - S1.0~)-

•. • • • 'Written by a former Roman Catholic priest. 
, . . 

• • • • Well documented with quotations from Roman Catholic 
writers. 

'. • • • A startling revelation of' the true' nature of the 
Confessional., . 

/ 

'In order to give' this book the largest circulation possible. THE"{:;OSPEL WITNESS now 

0ffers it to you for only fifty cent~ (regular price - $1.00). Help us to send this information 
across _the ~ontinent! Order a number and distribute them t'o friends. Put them in the 'hands 

of those who "are . contemplating marriage with Roman Catholics .. 
______________________ ~ _________ ~ _____ • __________ t _________________________ ~ ______ _ 
I' • ... 

. '. SJUUi fJ/ollA (JAdJIA ]lJdoq! 
'\ . . . . 

\ . THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 
. , 

\ 
130_Gerrard Street East, 
Toronto 2, Ontario~ 

"/. 

-, 
Dear Sirs:' 

'... . Please fin..d enclosed the sum 'of $ ................................... , ...... for .......................................... .(:opies of "The 
Priest, the Woman and the Confession'al"- at -the sp'ecial price of. fifty cents per·~opy. 

. .~ -
Name ........................................................................ : ........................... , ..................................... : ...................... . 
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