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Uhv Glory of ﬁm lemurrmmn

By Cmusrms EVANS

HE Resurrection of Jesus is the most stupendous
manifestation of the power of God, and the pledge
of eternal llfe to his people. - -

The .apostle calls it “the exceeding greatness of his
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working
of his mighty. power, which he wrought in Christ when
he raised him from the dead.” This is a river-overflowing
its banks — an idea too large for. language Let us look
at. it a moment.

Where do -wé find “the ‘exceeding greatness of . his
. power?’ In the creatiorn of the world?-in the Seven Stars
and Orion? in the strength of Behemoth and Leviathan?
:No! In the detuge? in the fiery destruction of 'Sodom?
in the overthrow of Pharaoh and his host? in hurling

" Nebuchadnezzar -like Lucifer from  the pollt1cal firma--

"ment .No! It is the power which he wrought in Christ.
‘When? When ke healed the’ sick? when he raised the
. dead? when he cast out devils? when he blasted ‘the fruit-
less fig-tree? when. he walked upon the waters of the

Galilee? No! Tt was “when he raised him from the dead.” -

Then the Father placed the sceptre in the hand ‘of the
‘Son, “and set him above all principality, and power, and
mlght and domlmon\and every name that is named, not

-- only in this world but also in that which is-to come; and.
put all things’ under his feet, and gave h1m to .be- 'head-

. over all things to the c'hurch »

'This is the source- of our splntual life. The same
power that Faised the dead body of our Lord from the
grave, quitkens the soit] of the believer. from the death in

: trespasses and sins, H_ls riven tomb is a fountain of liv--
ing waters; whereof if a. man drink, he shall neyver die.

His raised and- glorlfled body is the sun,. whence/strea'ms
eternal light upon our spirits; the llght of llfe, that never
can bé quenched.. -

-~

‘Nor here does the influence of hlS resurrectlon end ;

He who raised up Jesus.from the dea,d shall also quicken
- our mortal bodies. His resurrection is the pledge and the
pattern of’ ours. “Because he’ liveth we shall- live also.”
"“He ghall change our vile body, that it may be -fashioned
like unto his glorious body.” . We hear -hini-speaking in

the prophet: — “Thy dead. men shall live; together with

“my dead body ghall’ they arise. Awake and sing, ye that
dwell in the dust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs,
and the earth shall cast out her dead.” -

How divinely does the apostle speak of the-resurrection- °

. lbody of the saints! “It is sown in corruption, it is raised
in 1ncorrup‘tlon, it 'is séwn in dxshonor,\ it s raised in .

.glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is
sown a natural body, it is raised a' spiritual body. For
this corruptible must put on incorruption; and this mortal.
must put on 1mmortahty ) Then' shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written - Death is swallowed up_
in victory! O death, where is thy sting 2. O grave, whére
is thy victory? Than‘ks be ‘unto God, that’ g1veth _us the

. victory, through our Lord Jesus Chnst ”

Eversince the.fall in Eden, man is bom to die. He lives
to die. He'eats and drinks, sleeps and wakes,, to die-
Death, [iké a dark steel-clad warrior, stands ever before
-us; and his gigantic_shadow comes continually between -
us and happiness. But Christ hath “abolished death, ard
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”

"‘He was born in Bethlehem that he might die on Calvary.
He was made under the law, that he might bear the direst
penalty of the law. " He lived thirty-three years, sinless’
among ginners, that he might offer, himself a sin-offering
for sinners upon-the cross. Thus he “became obedient " -

, unto death ** ‘that he mwght destroy the power of death;’
and on the tlurd morning, a mighty angel rolling away
r'the stone” from the-mouth of .the sepulchre, makes: the

- very door of Death’s castle the throne whence he pro- _

claims “the resurrection and the life”. e

_The Hero of our salvation travelled into Death’s dom- -
injon, took possession of the whole territory on our be-
half, and returning .laden with spoils, dscended. to the -
heaven of heavens.. He went to the palace,. seized the
tyrant, and wrested away his sceptre. He descended into .
the prison-house, knocked off the fetters of the captlves ;
and when he came up again, left the door of every céll
open, that they might follow.him. He has gone over into

_our'promised inheritance, and ‘his glory illuminates the
mountaing of* 1mmortallty, and. through—the telescope

.
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which he has bequeathed us, we “see the land that is very
far off.”

I recollect reading.in ‘the writings of Flavel this senti-
ment — that the souls in paradise wait with intense
desire, 'for the reanimation of their dead bodies, that they
may be united to them in bliss for ever. O, what rapture

there-shall be among the saints, when those frail vessels,

from which they escaped with such a struggle, as t‘hey
foundered in the gulf of death, shall come floating in,
with the spring-tide of the resurrection, to the harbor
of immortality! How glorious the reunion, when the
seeds of affliction and death are left behind in the tomb!
- Jacob no longer lame, nor Moses slow. of speech;, nor
Lazarus covered with sores, nor Paul troubled with a
thorn in the flesh!
“Tt doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know

that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we .

shall see him as he is.” The glory of, the body of
Christ is far 'above ‘our present. conceptlon When
he was transfigured on Tabor, his face shone like
the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. This
is the pattern shown to his people in 'the mount.
This is the model after which the-bodies of believers shall

be fashioned in the resurrection. “They that be wise shall
" shine as the brightness of the firmament; and-they that
‘turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and
ever.”

In conclusion:—The angel said to the women—"“Go
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the
dead; and behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there
shall ye see him; lo! I have told you.. And they departed
quickly from the sepulchre, with.fear and great Joy, and
did run to bring his disciples word.”

Brethren! followers of Jesus! be ye also preachers of
a risen Saviour! Go quickly — there is no time for delay
—and publish the glad tidings to sinners! Tell them that
Christ died for their sins, and rose again for their justifi-
cation, and ascended to the rlght hand of the Father to
make intercession for them, and is now able to save unto
" the uttermost all that come unto God by him!

And you, impenitent and uﬁbehevmg men! hear this
blessed ‘mesgsage of salvation! Do you “intend ever to
embrace pro'ferred mercy of the gospel ? Make- haste!
Procrastination is ruin! Now is the accepted time! 0, fly
to the throne of grace! Time is hastening; you will
soon be swallowed up in eternity! May the Lord have
mercy upon you, and rouse you from your indifference
and sloth! Tt is my delight to invite you to Christ; but
I feel more pleasure and more confidence in praying for
you to God. I have besought and entreated you, by
. every argument and every mot}ve in my power; but you
are yet in your sins, and rushing on toward hell. Yet I
will not give you up in despair. - If T cannot persuade you
to flee from the wrath to come, I will intercede with God
to'have mercy upon you for the sake of his beloved Son.
If I cannot prevail in the pulpit, T w111 try to prevail at
the throne!

Souls are not saved by “systems" but by the Splnt of
God. Organizations without the Holy 'Spirit are like
mills without power. Methods-and plans without the
grace of God are pipes without water, lamps without oil,
banks without money. Even a church that has an ortho-
dox- creed and accepts the Biblical standards is as use-
" less as are clouds W1thout ram until power comes from
God. . - —C. H. SPURGEON
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DON’T KEEP IT A SECRET!

The gospel was mever given to be kept as a’ secret.
Nowhere 'do we hear it said, If you have any bread, keep-.
it to yourselves, no matter who is hungry. Nowhe_re is
it said to the Christian Church, “You are in a time of
reserve and self-consideration, and you must make your
own souls guests at the Lord’s table,: without regarding .
the innumerable vacancies at the banqueting board; eat

_and drink, O-.beloved, and do so abundantly, and care

nothing for those for whom nothing is prepared.” That

ig not the voice of Christianity; that .is not the purpose

of the Gospel; that is not the mission of the Church.
Is it possible that men can have good news and keep it
to themselves? Here is a,man to face with a sufferer;
he observes the sufferer’s emacmted condition, he notes
-his languid eye, his sunken cheeks, his bloodless lips, his
gait of helplessness, his deepening infirmity, and all the

% time he knows precisely what would meet the case, and

never speaks the secret. What is that man if the suf-
ferer should die? He is a murderer! (Can he in" charity
be: called by any other name? He knew what would cure
the man and never told told-him, and the man died. What
does the Lord say? He says, His blood will T require at
the traitor’s hand. “If thou forbear to deliver them that
are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be
slain: if thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not
he that pondereth thé heart consider it? and he that keep-
eth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render

-to every man according to his works?” y

—JOSEPH PARKER
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-~ The Jarvis Streef Pulpit .
The Literal Physical Resurréet_ion of Christ a' Guarantee of

the Redemption of the Whole Creation
:& gen'non by Dr. T. T. Shields

P'reached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Teronto, Sunday Evening, April 17th, 1927
- - - (Stenographically Reported)

“Ff‘o(l; It(llle earnest expectation of the creature wanteth for the manﬁestatlon of the
sons of Go .
“For the creature was made subject to vanity, not «wﬂlmg'ly, but by reason of him =
who hath subjected the same in hope,

“Because the creature itself also shall be dehvered from ‘the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

“For we know that the whole creation groaneth. and travaileth in pain together

until now.
- “And not only ‘they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit,

even we ourselves groan within ourselves, wamtmg for the adoption, to wit, the redemp-
tion of our body —Romans 8:19-23.

HE redemption accomphshed- for us by our Lord a divine mercy that we do not fully understand, any of
. Jesus Christ is an infinitely greater achievement us, what sin is. If we could understand its real nature,
than any of us have ever dreamed. 'So often in our day and the extent of ‘its influence, ‘and what it is in the
our glorious Lord is set forth as an Example merely; as sight of God, we should perhaps despair of being de-
a Proponent,of an ethical system, and poor bankrupt men livered from it. T venture to believe it is because men
and womer are exhorted to follow in His steps, and by fail so generally properly to apprehend the malignity of
their own labour to accomphsh their own salvation, What _ this disease from which the world is suffering, that they
d pitiful caricature it is of the scheme of redemption as fail to recognize the impossibility of- provxdmg a human
revealed in the Word of God! “As theheavens are higher remedy, and the magmtude of the price that was indis-
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, . pensable for man’s redemption. Of -course, if-you can .
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” The centre of accept that strange delusion that we are ‘evolving from
His redemptive work 'is represented by His death and a lower order of being, and that sin, what we call sin,
resurrection. He wes a Teacher, He was an Exemplar. this moral evil that- drags us down; is but the residue
. He did leave us an Example that we should follow in that has béen left from that lower estate, and that we
His steps; but He did infinitely more than all this: He are therefore to be commended for having progressed so
“died for our sins according to the scriptures”, “he was far instead of being condemned for having. sunk so low
buried”, and “he rose again the third day according’ to —if you can accept that strange philosophy, which/is the
the scriptures”. biggest lie the Devil ever foisted upon the human mind,
To be saved.ourselves is surely a priceless boon, to be Iif you can accept that, you will fail utterly to realize the
assured that ‘we have passed from death unto life, and necessity for the Cross, or for the redemptlon that is in
that all our sins have been blotted out, is somethmg for - ‘Christ.
which we ought to be for ever profoundly grateful; but But there is a.bsolutely no support .whatever for the
the redemption accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ theory of evolution in God's Holy Word. If you believe
is something far. greater than merely provxdmg a way ° this Book, you will have to abandon utterly your evolu-
whereby our sins should be forgiven — that is a mar- tionary hypothesis as being contrary to the revealed
vellous gift, even that is utterly beyond all possibility Word of God, and being without one scintilla of evidence
of human achievement; but the text I have read to you to support 1t in all human experience. It is one of the
this evening shows us that é&ven as sin extended to the Devil’s lies, invented for the blinding of the “minds of
whole creatéd order, so shall the redemption that is in -them which believe not.”? If we accept the diagnosis of
Christ Jesus result in delivering the whole creation from ‘God’s Word we shall find sin is not merely an offence
the bondage of corruption, to share in the glorious Iib- written in the divine record of human hfe, that it is

erty of the children of ‘God. far more than a mere moral abstraction: it is an act of

rebellion against God that has affected the whole created
order. The whole creation, as we shall see, has been"
plunged with us into bankruptcy, and is in need of the
redemption which our Lord Jesus has accomphshed in
our behalf, .

Let us try to look at this for, a few moments this eve-
‘ning from the divine standpoint, that we may have some
better understanding-of the far-reaching effect of the
death and resurrection of Christ Jesus the Lord.

. . L , As to the individual sinner: sin is not an offence of
‘What, then, was THE EXTENT OF THE RUIN WROUGHT the hand, or of the foot, or of the eye, or of theé ear, it

. BY SIN WHICH MADE REDEMPTION NECESSARY? It may be is not in speech —it is not merely in outward conduct:
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Itis a something that has entered.. into the very consti-
tution of man, and is as much a part of our natural state
to-day as is the colour of the Ethloplans skin natural

to him; sin inheres in the very warp and -woof of our i

constitution. We are ourselves a bundie * of - enmity
against ‘God, and. there is ‘not a faculty of the mind, or
a power, of the body,. that has not been’ pressed into the’
service of evil; conscience .is defiled, the “heart is-deceit-
ful, the memoty. for God’s goodness is 1mpa1red the will
is enfeebled and enslaved; the judgment is warped — the
whole man is biased toward evil, so that “the carnal nund
is enmity agamst God”.. N .

Sin has its effect not_only upon the mmd but upon the
body. 'There is no dxsputmg the fact that.we have be:
- come mortal and that these bodies- are mortal; -they are
corruptlble, the mark of sin is upon,us all.~.Your -grey
hairs, your visits to the dentist, .your patronage of the
doctor,- if you will only think about it, mdxcate that .

: every day you live your body .is crymg out a message

from the Book, that “sin, when it .is finished, bringeth
forth death.” And that law is in us every one, and from
. the cradle we move forward to the grave, hecause the

. ~ germ, the seed, of mortality is within us.

-Nor is it confined to man himself. The Bible tells us
that' whén man sinned, the tempter, the -serpent, -was
cursed above all’ cattle, and the ground was cursed for
man’s sake. If I were talking to a company\of farmers:”
- this evening I think’ they would agiee with me that
.their greatest difficulty. is not the plowing or the sowing-
or were 1 speakmg to those who have to dé with horti-
culture in 1its various forms, they would all ‘agree -that
their greatest task is to do battle’ against the pests of-

the earth;” Every planf has its biight, every apple, if it -
- is not cared for, will have a worm at its core, every tree-:

'will deterxorate, every.farm will go to ruin,-if it is left -
alone, ‘beyond’ the ghadow of a- dou’bt — the very earth

S~ fteelt bears-the ev1dences of the d1v1ne curse, that sin hajs

not only entered into our ‘minds,’ and into- our"bodles, but

: 1t is in the very earth upon which we:walk.
- Thls text speaks anout the bondage of corruptmn -

What does that mean? It means that in the. creatéd
order there is a law’ of degeneratlon, a teridency . to de-
terioration.” N6w is that true? "Never mind your scxence
you do not need.to go and ask* the professor. about “it.
. Let me ask you. women, Why do you dust your hotises?
- Why are.you for ever cleanmg them" Why do they not

- . stay clean, I wonder?. The wise man said, “I went by the
. field of the slothful; and by the vmeyard of the-man void >

of understanding: and, lo, it was all grown over with.
thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof”. You

. do not need to sow weeds in your garden — all you need
to do is to let it alone; you do mnot need to plan the-decay .

.of-a building — let it alone, that is all. ‘T saw a house,
a magnificent .mansion, some years- ago when the lawng™’
- roundabout were well kept. ‘As-one passed by,.he was.

attracted by its beauty, it had every appearance of pros- .

. perity. But after a while the house became vacant, it was
-without a tenant, there was Yio one to look after it.. . How
long did it stay.iff that wellkept condition? In just'a few
months the grass was long, the weeds were abundant and
any'body could see that the law of corruption wasd operat-
ing evén in that mansion, It is everywhere apparent:

you -have only to- withdraw- your hand and. allow’ these

. ‘ -tendenicies to have free course, and whether it be'in'your
-, own mind, or your body, or in your garden, or in your.

house, or in the world at large, you wxll find 1t us true

]
)

that the whole created order is under the curse, and needs
redemption as truly as -does every 1nd1v1dua1 soul m th1s
world. ™ .

And not only 80, “there is ev1l beyond thls mater1a1
. world. - You remember the" story, of Job = T’ am quite

" awaré that if -cerfain so-called scientists were heré they S
- would, laugh-me out of court. A couple of “'years-ago I
. was down in Indiana in a place that was just ‘totiched ‘by

the skirt of a tornado.' A few.hours later I rode’ slowly
_through the devastated country, and T saw what the awful
powers of nature could accomplish. I preachéd a sermon

© a little while after that on the subject, “Does God Con-,

trol Earthquakes and Tornadoes ?” ‘and- later there was
an' editorial in- The Christian- Wo'rld of London -on .that
,Sermon.. The aiticle was entitled, “Fundamentalism’
"Gone Mad”; and the'writer expressed hig’ surprise that

* there could be found anyone oh earth that was supposed

1o be even ordinarily intelligent, who still believed ‘that
there was any divine supenntendence of. tornadoes and -

_earthquakes! All these things, he said, ‘were’ subject” to -

natural laws, and were to be accounted for by their opera-
tion. I read-a few years ago that Sir Oliver Lodge had"
said that there was. something wrong with the earth’s
crust; he said that it was in a very unsatisfactory state, :
and that it. was somewhat restless and disturbed. in somie
quarters. I am not -aware that science has discovered’
any means of - adJustlng these abnormahtles thele ir-
regularitiés in the earth’s crustf T have never heard
.of-a syndlcate being organizéd to patch up, and strength-
en the weak places of the earth — for instance, in Cali-
fomla or somewhere tike thdt! These are powers that
are entlrely beyond human control.

But the teaching of God’s Word is to ‘the effect that
some of them are subject to the control of principalities
and powers. Conslder the" case of Job, and you -will re-..
‘call :that when the Lord said to the Deyil, “Hast thou -
cons-ldered my sétvant Job, that there-is none liké him
in the earth?” the Devil confessed God’s protection, say-
ing; “Doth Job fear God for nought ? ‘Hast thou not made -

.an ‘hedge about him, and ‘about " his- house, and_ about all
_that_he hath on every:side?”

“How did the ‘Devil know
about that ‘hedge, I wonder? Because he had been trying -
- to get through- it for a long ‘time, -but discovered that he
could- not touch Job' without divine - permission!" The
malighant purpose was there, but | lSatan -was impetent -

"until at last God Jlet down- the ‘hedge &nd- sa1d “f. wxll
- let you tquch him, only spare hlS life™.

‘There is a.Scripture which: says that Jesus Chrlst came .

to “destroy him’ that had the power .of. death, that-is, = -
- the dew ”

- And"the ‘Devil_has.the power of-death, the
Devil would kill you to-mght if you -are a. believer, if.
God did ;not take care of -you. Your life; if you trust

-in the Lord .l'esus, swould not ‘be worth a_penny, if He.
did not give His angels charge conceining you.” Do you -~ .
_suppose. Satan would have allowed the ,Apostle. Paul . to~. ", -

live, and to 2o -on+with his work or any other \preacher
of ‘the gospel .to -continue his" ministry of the Word "had’
‘he beén: able. to destroy him? Not at all.
puts a “hedge” about us, even in this world that.is under -
the curse. But when He let down ‘the hedge, the "Devil
showed his" power —. and" where ‘was_his power? The."
‘tornado was in his hand; fire from heaven was -at -his
" command-; sickness was.let loose upon_ Job; dlsease and

_all their materlal ‘powers, were at the. comniand- of the®

- pringe of the power “of \the: ajr — but he_was' limited to - -.

-the extent that 'God's soverelgn power_ _hm1ted h1m That

‘But the Lord *-
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is to say, He lengthened his chain, and permitted him
to persecute J db but He d'ld not permit him to take away
his life.

‘My friends, sin is not only on this earth,-and in human-
kind, but-there are evil principalities and powers that
have to be. brought into subjection, and subdued, that -
our ‘God may.be all in all. Your little professor reads_ the

. sermon on the mount, and says that he may study the
ethics of Jesus! What does he know about it? What
is the measure of Christ’s’ redemption? It is as deep as
Hell; it is as “high as heaven, it must provide defence
against “principalities” and “powers” and the “rulers of

,.the darkness of this world” and “gpiritual wickedness in -

Jhigh places.” ‘It requires‘the might of \God to deal with
these evil forces which afflict humankind. Men who pro-
spose their little man-made schemes of salvation remind

_ me of children with a box of toys laying out a -town!

\

‘When men shut this Book, and get away from these tre-
mendous truths that are disclosed from heaven, they be-
come little children “carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the slelght of men, and cunnmg craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” Notwithstanding
some of them strut around as doctors of philosophy !
Poor benighted souls they are. May God bring us all
back to His Word, and to the pergpective of . this divine
revelation, that‘we may see the height and depth and
length and breadth of the love of ‘God that “passeth
knowledge™! - }

Sin has set its mark upon the whole earth and every-

- thing in it.

" OIL
THE RESURRECTION IS REALLY THE CLIMAX OF THE RE-
DEMPTIVE WORK OF 'CHRIST. I will not take time to argue
it this _evening, although that is always a great tempta-
tion. The: resurrection is a fact. ‘When we speak of the

resurrection we mean, as we said this morning, that the

.body of Christ which was laid in tHe grave, rose' again
a body of flesh and bones, a body with 'the marks of the
najls in His hands and His feet and His side. The very
same Jesus that had been nailed to the cross, in the same
body of flesh and bones’appeared to the .disciples, when
“He shewed-himself alive after his passion by many in-

fallible proofs.” I am old-fashioned enough to take that
Scripture that we read this evening at its face value, and :

to believe that “if Christ Ibe not raised, your faith is
" vain; ye are yet in your sins.’ Therefore, when a man
like Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick says, “I do not believe
in the resurrection of the flesh”, we can only class him as
antl-»Chrlsltlan for he denies the thing lthat is absolutely
essential to Christian faith. The Word of God says that
if there be no resurrection there is no redemption, and

“faith is vain”, and “they also which are fallen asleep in -

Christ are perished”, and “we are of all men the most
miserable”. The same is true of everyone who denies
the resurrection; the denial of the resurrection is a de-
nial of the gospel, and the rejection of the whole Chris-
tian revelation,

Shall we accept it as a fact? and, being a fact, what
is the proof? Well, it attests the value of the sacrifice
_of Christ. 1 am quite willing to agree with those who
“say, “We do not understand what the atonement is.” The
best we can say is what the Scripture itself says, that
He died “the just~for the unjust, that he might bring
us to ‘God”; that He did pay the price of our redemption.
It was a substitutionary work He did, He expiated our .

-Faise it up.”

.and. must continue to do so.

“'of the materidl f'rom the bondage of corruption.

" that.

guilt, rendered.to the law of God that which the law

demanded in our behalf. All that, but oh, when you have.
said all that can be said in explanation of it, you must
recognize that the height and depth and length and
breadth of it, only eternity itself can reveal; because
when the blood of Jesus Christ flowed from His heart.

~it"was thé blood of Incarnate Deity, and the value of it

is.attested. by the fact that He rose wgaxn from-the dead.
He, sald “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will
And they destroyed that Temple — and
in three days He rose again from the dead, “declared to
be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” - .

That prmcxple we have propounded again and- again,
But we set it forth once
more in this connection because of its’ bearlng _apon the
consxderatl\ons which follow.

1. -

JConsider therefore THE VAST IMPORT OF THE RESURREC- _
TION OF JESUS CHRIST IN VIEW OF THIS WIDE AND LONG
RESULT OF .SIN.. The resurrection meant the emergence
Our
Lord Jesus Christ in His: resurrectlon was.a pledge and
though they laid Him in-the grave, “it was not possible
that He should be holden of it? — and He saw not cor-
ruption. ‘The law of deterloratlon when\rt touched the
body of Jesus Christ, became impotent, because the sin-
less ‘One had.put away sin by His explatorv death; and .
this mortal in Him put on immortality, and this corrupt- .
ible put on incorruption; and the fact that there is one
element of the material universe that is delivéred frofn
the operation of that law of- corruptlon is a promise of
the deliverance of ‘the whole created order by the same
power.

Not only a.s to our bodxes but when Chrlst returns
He will reign on the earth. His rédeemed people will.be
more than disembodied spirits, flitting about from 'star
to -star. We' are to have literal, physical,-bodiés. just .
as our Lord had; and when He .comes we shall be .raised
mcorrupt1ble. and we shall be changed.

That dehverance symboliZes also the abolition of death.
Christ has abolished -death, and “brought life and im-
mortality to light through the gospel’’.
does not come before, every man and woman, and hoy and
girl, here to-mght in this congregation will die; tunless
He should come in the clouds of heaven summoning us to
His presence — every one .of us, there will be no excep-
tion at all — oh, T know it seems a long distance off for
a good many people, even to those whose hairs are grey,

. but inevitably we shall go the way of all flesh, wé shall

die. How do I know it? It is written here, “We that are

in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened” — and we

groan a great deal, we are nothing but a company of

groaners and grumblers, there is not any doubt about

'But our Lord Jesus died, and is alive again, and -
He 1is alive for ever more. And He has abolished death:

“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is. death.” Death

is an enemy; he does an enemy’s work: he leaves behind

him the wreck and ruin of an enemy; he isno. friend at

all.

T never have been able to sympathize with that senti-
ment, “0 lovely appearance of death.”” - Death is not
lovely, it is the ugliest rthmg that ever ‘came into human
life; and it is fbest that it is ugly, for it is the offspring

of 'sin. T used to hear my father say, “Death is the off-
ro,

‘If the Lord Jesus- -
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spring of sin, and sin never did bring forth anything
lovely in the world — and it never will.” God, by His
sovere1gn grace, has robbed death-of his sting. I know
he is still an, enemy; but blessed be ‘God, he is to be put
under His feet, and death™is to be bamshed from God’s
creation. v

Do you believe that? (“Amen yes!”) I do. We w1ll
not need any cemeteries in the millennium at all, we shall
have done with them for ever. We shall be alive “for
ever more”, even as to our bodies, and we shall never
grow old. And when we have been a million years with
Him in glory, we shall still be youngsters, just beginhing
life jn full physical health and vigor, animated by the

Spirit of ‘God, And -so, you see, the resurrection of .

Christ promises not only the regeneration of the indi-
vidual, but of the whole creation. And this earth, which
was made for fhan’s habitation is gomg to be redeemed,
and purified, and brought back again to more than its
orlgmal glory.

Would you like to know when that will happen? Well

- I ean tell you exactly, I can tell you the exact time when .
that will happen — all that will take place when Jesus -

Christ comes again. (“Amen!”) I cannot tell you when
He will come. But what does-this text say? — “The
whole creatlon groaneth and travaileth in pain together
\untll now” — and then the writer goes on to say that
even we who are Christians, even we who have the earn-
est of the Sp1r1t the pledge of that ultlma‘te glorious
déliverance, “not only they but ourselves also, which have
the firstfruits of the Sp1r1t even ‘we ourselves groan”

- — there is some hope that we may be delivered from

groaning, but I never knew anybody who did not do a
little bit of it — “within ourselves, waiting for the adop-
tioh, to wit, the redemption of our body.” Everything
looking forward to that day when the completed redemp-

~-tion shall be ours: spirit, soul and body, may appear in

His mght — and gll that when the Lord Jesus shall come
again. . ,

. I propose to keep on preaching this gospel.of the resur-
rection, for I cannot see any other way by which this
great transformation may be accomphshed but by the
power of God. .With all our schernes for bringing in a
better day, I have yet to learn of ahy that has power to ~
effect the transformation that this gospel can bring
about. You. cannot change the very nature of things

- by-legislative processes, or by any processes of educa-

tion; you cannot give the Ethiopian white skin; and you

cannot eliminate the leopard’s spots — it is in the blood, -

of the ereature, it is natural. There is only one way by
-which these can be done, and-that is by the power of His
resurrection; for His resurrection changes the nature
of things. It was natural for a body to be mortal, but by
His resurrection its nature is changed, and this mortal puts
on 1mmorta11ty, and this corruptible puts on mcorrUptlon,
and “then shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ-
ten, Death is swallowed up in v1ctory”

And that which shall be true for the 1nd1v1dual shall
be ‘true for the whole created order and our glorious

Lord will reign.
" That is a gospel worth having, worth believing., I w1sh -

T could make you see it as I feel it. But when these things
are-brought into the light of this Holy Word, man’s plans
and schemes seem S0 very little, so utterly inadequate for
the \world’s great redemtplon, and therefore we come.
back to.this, that — . . -

~ .

“history has substantiated his fears.

_“None but Jesus, None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.”
Nor can. any but Jesus Christ our Lord do good for a
world that shares the sinner’s curse and condemnation.

'SPURGEON THOU SHOULD'ST - BE
LIVING AT THIS HOUR

- A small item in the pages of the December issue of
The Christian Herald of England -escaped our attention.
Just this week a friend drew it to our attention. It
reads as follows:—
The_ Metropolitan Tabernacle, London—which withdrew
. from the Baptist Union almost 70 years ago during the
days of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon—has now re]omed they

Umon.

'Thls news will come as a dlstmct surprise to many
Baptists. "The Metropolitan Tabernacle was the scene
" of mighty spiritual triumphs in the last part of the past
century. Tts illustrious pastor was Mr. C. H. Spurgeon
(who would have objected to The Christian Herald’s des-

ignation of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon). Under his ministry

the tabernacle which could seat 5,000 was crowded morn-
ing and evening. Multitudes were saved and Christians
were taught in the things of God. By many Mr. Spur-
geon is regarded as the greatest preacher smce the days
of the apostles.
.His mthdrawal from the British ‘Baptist Union was-
no accident nor ‘'did he ever regret his action. It was his

decided and well-grounded conviction that the Union was-~ '

slipping and that its course was downward ‘Subsequent
In reply to those
who might seek to have ham remain in the Union, Mr.
Spurgeon wrote — “I beg‘ you not to send anyone to me
to ask for recopsideration. I fear I haye considered too
long already; certainly every hour of the day impresses
upon me the éonviction that I am moving none too soon.”.

Now, seventy years later, we learn that the Tabernacle
has rejoined the Union. This prompts the question —
Has the Union improved since the days of ‘Spurgeon or
is the Metropolitan Taberacle on the downgrade? Those
who are close to the Baptist scene in Great Britain assure
us_that the. Union has not improved so we must conclude
that either the Tabernacle has let down the standard or .
- else is failing to” exercise discernment. . May the Lord
grant another Spurgeon to the Tabernacle that the glory
of the past may be eclipsed by the splendour of the
future. -
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IS OBSCURITY A MARK
OF PROFUNDITY?

ONCERNING the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ,

the Word of God declares—"“The common people

heard him gladly.” The Saviour was no remote philoso-
pher who gloried in speaking continually so-that no one
understood Him; on the contrary, He chose to speak in
such a manner that it is recorded that the children
thronged Him. 'The eagerness of the common people tq
hear Him can be attributed to several factors. As the
Sén of God, He spoke with a decisiveness and finality
that was not characteristic of the scribes or pharisees.
Of equal importance, however, is the consideration that
He purposely spoke in such a dlain manner that no one

‘need be under any misapprehension as to what He meant.

He did not engage in the futile speculations that were

. common to the interpreters of the law nor did He make

a practice of expressing Himself in such an obscure way
that no one could understand what He meant. For His
parables which baffled the crowd, He provided the key

to “His disciples. Like Paul, the Master placed a high

estimate upon “plainness of speech”.

It is regrettable that even in some religious quarters
there should be a premium placed upon -obscurity of
speech and thought. Surely no one would be so foolish
as to mistake obscurity for profundity or to think that
veiled expression is any indication of deep thought! We
have heard some theological professors who seemed to
glory in speaking in such a manner that no one could
understand them. From a few plain remarks sprinkled
throughout their muddled addresses it was obvious that
they. were busily engaged-in peddling some. old, out-worn
heresy and had disguised the poor beggar under the dress
clothes of obscurity. Such dubious speech may win the

plaudits of others of the same turn of mind but it merits -

only-the contempt of all honest men. We are sure that
at the last day it will be clearly labelled of God and
assigned ‘to the place of its origin together with -its
advocates. .

Have we all not heard some preachers who were spe-
cialists in obscurity? We would suggest an additional
degree for such gentlemen: D.U.—Doctor of the Unin-
Telligible. These persons can take a perfectly clear and
simple point of the gospel and so dress-it up in masquer-
ade costume ‘that no one could possibly recognize it. The
cross of Calvary in their hands can become so bedecked
with garlands of flowers that poor souls would never
realize that, for salvation the Lord requxres only simple
faith in the One who hung there in the sinner’s room
and stead. ‘Surely a terrible fate awaits those who thus
deal with what is indispensable to the salvation of pre-
cious souls.

For ourselves, we never want to be accused of writing
in an-obscure manner. Some of our readers write to com-
plain of our bluntness but we are not \perturbed for we
would much prefer to be accused of journalistic forth-
rightness than to be labelled as a coward who "did not
dare expresgs the unvarnished truth in a plain manner.
Love to 'God and to the souls of men dictates that we
deal plainly and clearly with eternal truth; if we can-
not thus deal with it, we would prefer-to be silent.

“WHY SHOULD ANYONE HEAR THE GOSPEL

TWICE BEFORE OTHERS HEAR IT ONCE?”
IS AN UNSCRIPTURAL, FALSE APPEAL

SOME 'b(f.loyed friends of mine use this appeal, but they

ought not to use it. When they say, “Why should
anyone hear the ‘Gospel twice before others hear it once,”
they infer that it is wrong for anybody to stay at home
and preach the Gospel as long as there is anybody in the
world who has not heard the Gospel at least once, They
infer that all other soul-wmmng works besides fore1gn
missions, are second rate and unworthy, but they are
wrong.

Do you want to know why some people should hear the
Gospel twice before others hear it once? Here are some
.reasons: ’

(1) Because very few people are ever saved when they
hear the 'Gospel only once, If Peter and others had just
preached the Gospel once in Jéerusalem and.then gone out
to various parts of Judaea and preached once, and then
gone to Samaria and preached it to every individual one
time, etc., there would have ‘been very few people saved.
God’s plan for soul winning is for persistent, repeated
effort. )
Suppose that a}l evan'ge]ists in the world should set -
out to preach only once in any given town, and so maké
sure that any lost sinner only heard the Gospel once. The
truth is that there would be very few, if any, saved.
That simply. is not ‘God’s plan. It sounds very smart, but
it is not in the Bible, and it is not good senge.

(2) Some people ought to hear the Gospel twice be-
fore others hear it, once because we are commanded to
begin where God has put us. The apostles were to preach
the 'Gospel ‘“beginning at Jerusalem”. Thev had an ob-
sligation in Jerusalem that they did not have at Rome.
The Gadarene demoniac was to” go to his own home and
people and preach to them. He had an obligation there
by the direct command of Jesus Christ which he did not
have elsewhere. It was not left to him "to invent some
smart theories, but to obey. If we obey, we will preach
the 'Gospel again and again to the ones to whom the Lord
Jesus sends us. .

(3) Some people ought to hear the Gospel tw1ce be-
fore others hear it once because of that clear leading of
the-Spirit. In my early ministry I became greatly ‘con-
E:emed about a young woman who attended revival serv-
ices in which T was engaged. She had been such a scof-
fer in the community and had so much influence for evil:
that I'became deeply burdened for her, After T had spoken
to her again and again, I spent almost oné& whole night
in prayer for her. The next day, on three different occa-
sions, T talked to her earnestly about her soul, as I had
spoken to her a number of times before. On the last
occasion she broke into tears and surrendered: to Christ.
good reason that one person should hear the Gospel twice
good reason that one person should hear the Gospel tice
be{ore someone else heard it once.

I think that, rather unconsciously, good men have used -
this false slogan because that makes it seem more im-

.portant to give money for the causes that they repre- - -

sent, instead of to causes some‘body else p'romotes Well,
it may be a good money-raising slogan but it is unscrip-
tural and is a false appeal for the missionary enterapnse

. —JOHN R. RICE, The Sword of the Lord. .
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March 22nd, 1956
GRACE UNITES
Ephesians 2:11-22

ONIIGHT we are to be occupled with grace in 1ts
-power to unite people in fellowship and service who
ot‘herw1se would never in the world get together in the

. service of Jesus Christ. The Ephesian-Church-was com- -

posed both of Jews and Gentiles, the majority being of
Gentile descent. The middle wall of partition-had been
broken down and there was no longer enmity between
Jew and Gentile. Both havmg been reconciled to .God
by the death of Christ, they are reconciled’ ‘l:o each other
as they meet in Jesus Christ. Prior to the gospel era the
enmity between Jews and Gent-lles was mutually and
increasingly bitter. The gulf was 8o wide and deep that
it seemed impossible for it ever to be closed. 'Oh, in
some instances, renegade Jews would adopt the ‘ways of
the ‘Gentiles and in some cases Gentiles would become
proselytes to the Jewish ‘synagogue, but such occasional
" incidents left the gulf inchanged.. Politically, the Jews

‘were insign’iﬁc\ant But their religion gave them power .

and influence. . With their Bible and a Messianic hope
.they_felt themselves Superior to the Gentiles whom - they
thought and spoke of as dogs, nicknaming them the un-
cjrecumcision, vilé and uncléan. And the Gentiles would
. respond with mutual enmity and bitterness. And about
three years: after this epistle was 'wntte'n this enmity

culminated in the Jewish war against the Romans, re-

-sulting in the most terrible suffering that has ever been
recorded ‘in human history, ~ o

Laws of Segregatlon :

The occasion for this mutual enmity was "God’s chmce
of Abraham and his seed to be a separate and peculiar
people By the very fact that~God chose Abraham and
JIsrael put up a partition between’ them and the pagan
- nations. -And the Mosaic legislation ‘called for further
separation. For almost two thousand years the Jews
" had been-a distinet and separate people, the only people
‘on earth with. a divine revelation and with a Messianic
One of the Puritans says that the foundation for
this partition wall was laid in the times of Abraham when

circumcision was first institufed, and that ‘the quarrel.

began there and then. And that the 'wall was made
higher by the Mosaic, legislation, and built still higher
through the.ages of the prophets until Jesus Christ came
- to- abolish’ and break down this partltlon wall between

)

Jew and '‘Gentile.
Jews were primarily for their protection against the
corruptions of heathen idolatry. But they turned this
protection to an occasion for pride as though the choice

of them was based-on their worthiness and their su- -

periority over the Gentiles. The Jews did not'see the
grace' of God in His dealings with thém. What should
‘have humbled them made them proud arrogant and hate-
ful toward the Gentiles. Moses in delivering his farewell
lecture to Israel just before' they entered.the promised
land as recorded in the ninth chapter of Deuteronomy

gives these words of caution: “Hear, O Israel: Thou art
to pass ovel J ordan this day, to go in to possess nations
greater and mightier than thyself, cities great and fenced
up to heaven . . . Speak not thou in thine heart, after that
the Lord thy God hath cast them out from befofe ‘thee,
say'mg, For my righteousness the Lord hath brought me
in to possess this land: but for the wickedness of these
nations the Lord doth drive them ‘out from before thee.”
More light is shed on this matter by the parable of the

~householder and .his v1neyard as told by the Saviour. .
" He told of a householder who planted "a vineyard and

fenced it invand digged a wmepress in it and built a
tower and went into the far country leawing it in the

. .care of husbandmen. And when time for the fruit drew

near he sent his servants to receive his returns. These
servants “ were rejected and mistreated. He sent other
servants with the same results. And then finally he sent
his son and he was killed and cast out of the vineyard.

~The lord of the vineyard destroyed the husbandmen and

gave the vineyard into the care of others. And our Lord
in making the application said that the kingdom of God

- would be taken from Israel and giyven to a nation bring-
ing forth the fruits thereof. And back in Isaiah five

we read of this same v1neyard which is said to be the
house of Israél. Tfhe Lord asks, “What could have been

- done more to my,vineyard, that I have not done in it?”
And He goes on to say “that ‘the vineyard brought forth
- only wild grapes, that He would take away the hedge and

break down the wall. And all this is said by way of
prediction of Israel’s failure and in' anticipation'of the
coming of the Messiah who would break down the fence

and this wall of partition. AIll this shows. that- external - :
privileges and blessings will not cure the wickedness of

the human heart. ,The Jews With all their religious in-

stitutions and- privileges were exactly like the Gentiles -

by nature — children of wrath. God Himself must cir-
cumcise 'the human heart if He is to have anybody who
will love Him. For external prxvﬂeges and advantages
and opportumtles make-no change in human nature.

Thus far in the epistle to the E'phesw.ns the apostle
has been using the pronouns “you” and “we”, sometimes
addressing the Gentiles and sometimes ‘t.he Jews, with-
out speaking of their differences. But now the enmlty
is introduced for the speclflc purpose of showing how
the two distinct and warring classes of humanity are
‘brought ‘together in one body. Their unity is a miracle
of grace, and is.attributed to the death of Christ which
abolished the law of separation.

‘ I-. . . ~
The Middle Wall of Partition (11, l?)
Now in verses eleven and twelve, we have the religious

[}
~

conditions of the Gentiles described while the wall of
separation is standing. He c¢alls upon the Gentiles to -

remember. that in time past they were Gentiles in the
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" flesh, without -Chi'ist, aliens from the commonwealth of
. Israel, strangeérs from the covenants of promise, having

no hope, and without' 'God in the world. To summarize,
the Gentiles were afar off while the Jews were nigh. This
-does not distinguish between them as -to their nature
but as to their external -privileges and opportunities.
Apart from an inward work of grace, the Jews with all
their-external blessings were no better than the Gentiles.
The Mosaic legislation with all its institutions had iso-
lated the Jews from all the pagan races and had kept
within the chosen race. the written revelation .of God.
The Jews were the only people on earth for nearly two
thousand years with a revelation, a written revelation, a
-$pecial revelation, from ‘God.- But the choice of the Jews
.was only the means to an end, something the Jews never
did understand. With the coming of-Christ, the need of
these Mosaic institutions ceased. Their purpose had been
served, and, as types, had been fulfilled in IChrist. Christ

. was the true Priest, the true Sacrifice.” His people were

the true Israel of God. He and ‘His were the true Temple.
Jesus Christ came to found a’ kmgdom in which descent
from Abraham conferred no special privileges.

The List.of Gentile Miseries .

Paul makes an extended statement of the condition of
They are
described as being Gentiles in the flesh.- Now this does
not' refer to what they were by nature as unréegenerate
for in that respect they 'differed nothing from the Jews
who were nigh. It rather means that the 'Gentiles were
without thé physical mark of an Israelite and they were
nicknamed the Uncircumecision by. the dJews, the natura]
Jews who had nothing but handmade circumeision in the
flesh. And- the natural Jew without heart_circumcision
had a circumeision in the flesh that.availed nothing. In
the past, the ‘Gentiles were without Christ. That had not
been the condition of the Jews externally speaking.
Abraham, the father of the Hebrews, saw Christ’s day
and was glad. The Jews in the wilderness drank- of that
Rock: and that Rock was 'Christ. But the 1Gentlles had
no contact with Christ, knew nothmg\ of any Messiah.
They were without Christ. They were, also aliens from
the commonwealth of Tsrael, The scholars tell us that the
word “alien” in the-original points to a lapse from a
former unity of fellowship. Universalism charadcterized
Jhe first gospel message that was ever recorded in the
‘Word™ of 'God and ‘delivered to' man. In Genesis three
fifteen it is writtén that the seed of the woman should
bruise the_serpent’s head. No indication of any limitation

in the work of the seed of the woman. The first race pro- -

bation ended in the sin of Adam, resulting in the fall and
ruin of the human race. The second race probation ended
with the flood, and there was a new beginning with
Noah. And the third race probation ended at the tower
of Babel, and affer that the circle was narrowed and ‘God
‘cthose Abraham and his seed through which all the na-
tions of the earth were to be blessed. Jews and Gentiles
stood apart from Abraham to Christ.. They never met
until they met in Jesus 'Christ. The 'Gentiles were out-
side the pale of religioug instructions provided for the
Jews. They. were also strangers from the covenants of
promise. The promise was the promise of the Messiah.
The covenant had beeri repeatéd to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, and to their descendants. And for that
reason, they are called covenants of promise. But the
promise was the promise of a Messiah. And the Gentiles
were strangers to Such a promise. In Galatians three

L4

fourteen we read, “That the blessing of Abraham might
come on the 'Gentlles through Jesus Christ.” And-that
covenant of promise made to-Abraham was the covenant
of which Jesus ‘Christ became the surety and the fulfiller.
Paul in Galatians’ says that the~law, coming in four

“hundred’ and thxrty years after, could not disannul this

covenant of promise that was made to Abraham that all
the nations 6f the earth should be blessed through his
seed, whose seed was Christ. The picture-gets darker
as we read that the Gentiles were without hope.,Having
no revelation from God, they could have no objective
hope. Hope is something that has to be supported by
faith-and faith has to be grounded on the Word of God.
And a people who ‘do not have the Word of ‘God can have
neither faith nor hope. Oh, many of the heathen desired
better things, but they ‘had no assured hope of anything
better. Mommsen in his “History of Rome” says that
in the days of Alexander the Great, it was a current say-
ing thaf the best of all things was not to be born, and
the next best was to die. In the' Roman catacombs wnere_
millions of Christians . dead .were buried, theré were in-
scriptions of -hope of a resurrection and eternal glory °
on their tombs. But, no inscription of hope was. ever
found on the tombs of the heathen dead. ‘Gentiles were
without hope from Abraham to the Lord Jesus Christ.
‘The Grecian philosophers would even advise suicide and
the historians taught contempt for. mankind. It is said

-

_that in Althens, in the times of lSocrates, when a criminal

was condemned to die, he would be allowed to spend the
last few hours in gross sensual indulgence. So that the
only sentiment the heathen knew was to, “Eat, drink,
and be merry, for tomorrow we die.” That is the con-
dition of a people.without a written revelation from God.

" Oh, liow we ought to cherish this Book and hug it to our

bosoms as the greatest of all prizes revealing to us a-
‘Hope in the Lord Jesus (Christ. But there is still another
item in the l'i,st of miseries of the Gentiles. They were
without God in the world, In the Greek, they are called
atheists. And yet they had a miultiplicity of gods . But
‘those who have many gods do not have any God, no real
true God. Paul teaches us that the heathen gods were
idols .and that an idol is nothing. And those who have
many gods were atheists, without any God. Thig picture:
in the- second chapter of Ephesmns is"even darker than'
that given of human nature in Romans one, and in
Psalms fourteen and fifty-three. -

The Wall of Partition Broken Down (13-19)

Now in verses thirteen to nineteen, we have an alto-
gether different picture. “But now in Christ Jesus ye
who sometimées were far off are made nigh by the blood
of Christ.” Let the modernists talk as sweetly as they
will about Jesus Christ, but there is ro salvation in

.IChrist a'patt from the shedding of 'His blood: It is not

Christ in a manger, or Christ as the miracle worker, or
Christ on a throne, that brings salvation, but the Christ
of the cross — not just any cross, but Christ who died
vicariously on a cross. Oh, theytell us, that the preposi- .
tion means “in behalf of”, -or “for the benefit of.others™
Yes! but how could Christ’s death be in my behalf or for
my credit if it were not in my room and in my stead?
Yes, we are made nigh by the blood of Christ, Christ
was on the cross to satisfy divine justice that cannot
be dispensed with in salvation. -Someone, maybe it was -
Adolph M(Eod, said “Save the law first, and then you- !
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~ can talk about saving me.” God’s law’ is saved in the
salvation of sinners, and His law would not be saved if
somebody did not bear the penalty of a broken law. By
'His blood, Clirist affected a double reconciliation. He

reconcﬂ;d(ﬁoth Jew and Gentile to God, and also to oné"
A

anothef. All in 'Christ are friends not enemies.” If we
love Him, we will love His people. John said that one
~of the evidences that he knew that he had passed from
death unto- life was that he loved the brethren. Friends
in Christ Jesus. Christ made peace by His death on the
cross. By His death on. the cross, He satisfied the law
and abolished it a8 a way of life. In the IColossian letter
Paul says that He took the law that-was against us, out
of the way, nailing it to His cross. He abolished the law
of commandments by suffering the penalty they 1mposed
against His people. 'On the cross, He bare the sins of
many and now lives to make intercession for them. I
believe it was R, W. Dale in answering the question why
Christ had so little to say about His death, replied,
“Christ did not come to preach the gospel. He came prim-
- arily ‘that we might have a gospel to preach.”. He d1d
preach the gospel, but this doés not have re‘ference to"
His preaching the gospel while He was on earth. Christ
made peace and then came and preached peace to both
Jews and Gentiles during His earthly ministry. His
ministry was almost entirely 'limited to the Jews. He
said while He was on earth, “I am not sent but unto the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” -And when Hé sent the
twelve out to preach He said, “Go rather, or only, to
~the lost sheep of the house of Israel” But after His
death, when He had made a gospel to be preached, He
came back to this world long enough to commission His"
church to preach the gospel to every creature and to
make disciples of all nations. The ministry of the éhurch

is Christ’s ministry. And for our encouragement He has
said, “Lo, I am" with you alway, even unto the end of -

the world.” iChrist abolished the law as a covenant of
works by meeting its condition, and He abolished the
ceremonial law by fulfilling its types and shadows. It
was the ceremonial law primarily that constituted “that
partition wall between Jews and Gentiles. In the temple,
there wis a court for the Gentiles. And Josephus tells
us of an inscription that warned Gentiles not to go be-
‘yond that wall. But when Jesus Christ died on the cross,
that partition wall came down. And when He died upon
Calvary, the veil that separated the Holy of Holies from
the Holy place was rent’ in twain from top to bottom, in-

dicating that peace had been made for any sinner who

comes to Him through Jesus Christ. Nobody is shut out
in thls day of grace who comes to God through Jesus
Christ:". “For through him we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father.” To trust the Lord: Jesus IChrist
is to find ourselves in the presence of the Father.

Figures of Unity

Now to :illustrate this unity between Jew and Gentile,
the apostle uses a series of figures. The first figure 4s
that of marriage by which two individuals become one.
The Jew and Gentile are made one new man in Christ—
that He mlg'ht make-of the twain one new man in Him-
gelf. The next figure 1s that of a commionwealth. He
says, “Ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but

fellowcitizens with the saints.” The saints under the New
Covenant are what the Jews were under the Old Coven-

ant. They are a separated and a consecrated people, sepa- -

rated from the world and consecrated to God. The saints

. tion.

1
under the New ‘Covenant constitute a spiritual kingdom
in which there is neither Jew nor ‘Gentile, but all are one
in Christ Jesus, Another figure the apostle employs is
that of a household or family. God’s people since the.
coming-of Christ are a holy family in which there are no
fleshlydistinetions. There are no such class distinctions
as Jew and 'Gentile, rich and poor, master and slave, at
the Father’s table. In the Father’s house, one is Master
and 3 ye are brethren. The greatest is the one who
voluntarily makes himself a servant of all. There is .no
diseriminating legislation in the Father’s house.

4 I
The One  Building '(20-22)
Now ‘in verses twenty to-twenty-two. the. figure is
changed again, and we have the one building, or the one
temple. He says, “being built upon the foundation of-the

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 'bemg the
chlelf corner stone.” The old temple at Jerusalem is for-

ever gone. Tt will never return under the favour of God. =

But there is a better temple, and the chiei:‘ corner stone
in that temple is the Lord Jesus IChrist. He is the founda-
tion laid by the apostles and prophets in their preach-
mg “For other foundation can no man Jlay than that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Jesus Christ is the only
foundat'lon and in tliis foundation, He is the chief corner
stone. And here we have the idea of unity between Jew
and Gentile. The corner stone holds the two walls to-
gether, so that Jew and Gentile are one in the temple of
‘God. The temple of God is composed of all classes united
in Christ by the grace of- God. Now in all these figures

‘the apostle has the church in mind. As an institution

the church is represented as a new man. Jew and Gentile
joined together as the bride of Christ: The church is a
commonwealth with all cltlzens united in Christ. - It is
also a household or a fartmly on earth. And it is also the
temple of God. Now in all these figures we have -the
church as an abstract institution, just as we speak of
two individuals made one in marriage, or as we speak of
a.commonwealth, or a family, or a temple. Now when
any of these institutions employed as figures of the
church becomes -concrete and operative, it has to be in
a particular husband and wife, a particular common-
wealth, like the commonwealth of Kentucky, one particu-
lar fa'mlly, or some partjcular temple. When we speak
of a husband and wife being one, we do not mean that
all the husbands are shaped into one big husband and
that all the wives formed into one big wife. When we
speak of a commonwealth, we do not make all the nations
into one big commonwealth. When we speak of the
household or the family, we do not mold all the families
into one big family. Each particular family is the whole
family. Each particular church is the whole church. In

writing to the church -at -Corinth, Paul said, “If there- °

fore the whole church be come together into one place.”
But that could not be said if the church is one big uni-
versal something,with members scattered over all the
earth. .The whole church could not come together on

earth. / When we say the whole church does something, -

it must be the whole church located on thé corner of Jar-
vis and IGerrard or the whole church in some other loca-
If we want to use scriptural language and talk

about what the whole church as an institution is doing
over the world, we say “all the churches are doing thus
and so0.” ‘So speaking abstractly, we may say that the-
"church is a temple.

But speaKing concretely, each par-
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ticular church is a temple. The only temple that God has
in this gospel age is the church made up of individual,
born-again members, indwelt individually and collectively
by the Holy Spirit. -

The Inner Temple o °

Verse twenty-one is rendered in the Amerlcan Stand-
sard Version like this: “In whom each several building
fitly framed together groweth into an holy temple in the

Lord.” Each church is a spiritual building of living stones.
growing into an holy temple in the Lord. There are two

words for temple in the 'Greek New Testament. And the
word used here is not the word that includes all the build-
ings of the temple, scattered over the temple, mountain,
including courts, porticos, treasury, barracks, sanctuary
and all. The word in our text is the word which means the
inner sanctuary, the Holy of Holies, the dwelling-place of
God. So each particular church is a little sanctuary
where God dwells in the person of the Holy iSpirit. . And
8o in verse twenty-two we read that the Ephesian was
.” You.Ephesians are
builded together for an habitation, not a part of an habi-

- tation, for an habitation of God, through the Spirit. In

first Corinthians three sixteen Paul says to the Corinth-
ians, “Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” The only way we
can give glory to God through the church as’an institut-
tion is to -be faithful and loyal to the church as con-
crete and operative in the local assembly to which we
may be fortunate enoulgh to belong. I do not know of
any other way to give glory to-God through the church
‘except to be a faithful member of some particular temple
indwelt by the Holy Ghost.

The Editon’s Cornen
The Annual Letter: |

The announcement on the back page reminds our readers
that this is your last opportunity to send your gift to
THE GOSPEL 'WITNESS if you would have it reach us be-
fore ‘the end of ‘the fiscil year. If you have not already
responded, seftd along the letter to-day! THE GOSPEL
WITNESS offering here in Jarvis 'Street was a very large
one, and showed no decrease over last year, so that we
have much for \)vhlch to praise ‘God.

- THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE

For some weeks now we have not mentioned D1
Shields’ book, The Doctrines of Grace in these
pages. Despite our -silence on this volume, there

has been a good, steady sale that is gratifying. If
you have not received a copy of this fine work, send

$2.50, and we will mail a copy to you. ,

Seminary Prospectus

Any young people. who feel called_to the Lord’s service
should write for the forthcoming Seminary Prospectus.
It contains a detailed description of the courses offered
in Toronto Baptist Seminary, and qther necessary de-
tails. Write to-day to The Regxstrar 837 Jarvxs St., Tor-
onto 2, Ontario. ~ *

" CONTROVERSY

ANY religious persons havé a dread of controversy,
atid wish truth to be stated without reference to

those who hold the opposite errors, Controversy and a
bad spirit are, in their estimation, synonymous terms,
and strenuously to oppose what is wrong is considered
as contrary to Christian meekness. Those who hold this
opinion seem to overlook what every-page of the New
Testament lays before us. In all the history of our Lord

\ Jesus Christ, we never find him out of controversy. From

the moment he entered on the discharge of his office
in the synagogue of Nazareth, until he expired on the
eross, it was an uninterrupted scene of controversy. Nor
did he, with all the heavenly. meekness which in him
shone so brightly, treat error and truth without a refer-
ence to those who held them, or study to avoid giving its
proper appel]atlon to those corruptions in doctrine or
practice that endangered the interests of immortal souls.-
His censures were not confined to (foctrmes, but included
the abettors of false principles themselves.

And as to the apostles, their epistles are generally con-
troversial. Most of them were directly written for the
express purpose of vindicating truth and opposing error,
and the authors of heresies do not escape with an abstract
condemnation of their false doctrine. - Paul again and
again most indignantly denounces the conduct of opposers
of the gospel, and by name points out those against whom
he ‘cautions his brethren. When Hymenaeus and Alex-
#nder erred foncerning the faith, and when he delivered
them unto Satan, that they might learn not to blaspheme,
he did not compliment them as amiable .and learned per-
sons. Even the apostle, who treats most of love, and
who possessed so much of that spirit which was emin- *
ently manifested in the divine Master, does not avoid
controversy; nor in controversy does he study to avoid
severity of censure on the opposers of the truth.

In the examples of opposing error left on record for
our imitation, we perceive nothing of that frigid spirit
of indifference which smiles on the corrupters of the
Word of God, and shuns to call heresy by its proper name.
With what holy indignation do the apostles denounce the
subtle machinations of the enemies of the gospel! In
vain shall we look among those faithful servants of the
Lord for anything to justify that trem'blinlg reserve which

fears to say decidedly that truth is truth, or that error . -

is error. In what style, indeed, should perversions of the
truth of God be censured? Ought they to be treated as
mere matiers of opinion on which we may mnocently and
safely differ? Or ought they to be met in a tone of
solemn, strong, and decided disapprobation? Paul warned
Christians against men who. arose from among them-
selves, “speaking perverse things to draw away disciples
after them,” and instead of complimenting false teachers
in his day, denounced an angel from heaven on the sup-
position of his preaching another gospel. And if an
apostle was withstood to the face 'when he was to be
blamed, are the writings of those who subvert the. gospel
to be passed without rebuke?

While a spirit, of lukewarmness and indifference to
truth is advancing under the mask of charity and.liber-
ality, there is a loud call on all Christians to “stand fast
in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel,” to present a firm and united phalanx
of opposition to error under every name, from whatever
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quarter it may approach, and not to “stumble in their
ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way
not cast up; to make their land desolate.” (Jer. xviii. 15),
“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye-in the ways, and see and
ask for the old paths, where is the good way,~and walk

" . therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” Should

believers become unfaithful to their trust, and be seduced

- to abandon their protest against false doetrines, .they may

_ RELIGION

gain the approbation of the world; but what will this
avail when compared with the favour of God? But if
with prayer to God, in the use of the appointed means,
they contend earnestly for the ‘truth, thHen they may
expect the, gracious fulfilment :of that blessed promise,
‘@hen the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 'Spirit of
the Liord shall lift up a standard agamst h1m »
—HALDANE

~

IN RUSSIA

_Edch passing-day seems to bring forth hew and conflicting reports about ‘the

state of religion in the Soviet Union.

One article recently commended itself -

P . to us by reason of its careful analysis. It appeared in “The Globe and Mail” of
s March 26 in the column ON THE RECORD by columnist Dorothy Thompson
- This column is released by Bell Syndu:ate Inc.

. 14

New Yoric:—‘A'deiegation of the - National Council of

Churches (Protestant) has recently returned from the
" Soviet Union and. some of its memfbers are reporting
their findings. :
Charles Coolidge Parlin in the Chicago Dally News
Service declares that religion is not dead in Russia, but
that the church lives and carries on its work. Church
members ‘even outnumber the Commumst Party, he re-
ports,- with the ‘Orthodox Church alone numbermg 50,-
000,000 to the Communist Party’s 6,000,000. . . 1

I do not take issue with Mr. Parlin’s: facts and figures,
but I believe one can draw very mlsleadmg conclusmns
- from them. .

Before the revolution, and w1th the exceptlon of a few
Protestant sects and the Moslems of the East, all Rus-
sians, almost thhout exception, were - -Orthodox Chris-

tians. Even when they questioned .certain orthodox

dogmas and practices, as did Leo Tolstoy ;and Peter

- _Kropotkin, they shared with Dostoevsky the conviction

“that the social regeneratlon of Russia would come
through the appllcatlon of the teachings of Christ.. If
then, today, Russian ‘orthodoxy embraces only some 22
per cent of the Russian population, as Mr. Parlm reports,
there has been a tremendous falling away.:

But far more-important than the numbers of enrolled

believers is their status. What do they count for? How' .
" widespread is their influence? My own: research into this

questxrqn indicated that it is: practxcally_ml
) - W o )
Russia is organ'ized in a caste system. Even the base
of this -pyram1da1 hierarchy is not wide. Six or seven

million Communists are_less than 4 per cent of the
estimated population, but they are the only ones who

count. Théir number is designedly limited. - It is hard.

to join the Communist Party and not difficult to be
‘dropped out of it. Thus less than 4 per cent .direct not
only Russian political and social life but all industry,
commercé, education, art, and ‘culture. And they are all,
and by compulslon atheist.

‘Suppose the churches are crowded. What does 1t‘mean ?

Before the revolution there were 600 churches in Mos-
cow, which was then a far smallér city than it is today.
Now there are 50 churches, the rest having been razed,
turned into museums or put to other uses. There are
enough believing Christians among 7,000,000 Muscovites

Ls

~Editor, THE GOSPEL WITNESS

to support 50 churc'hel and even pay their prleste rela-
tively well. But the.church exists by having come-to

terms with the “atheistic regime, confining .itself ex- -

cluswe]y to matters not of this world or to such teach-
mgs as the regime approves. . The Baptlsts, for instance,-
mnpose a ban on tobacco and alecohol, and since tobacco is
expensive and communism itself is fighting alcohohsm,
it welcomes co-operation in such matters.

But a Christian criticism of social and political ac-
tions does not exist. No churchman, in the name of
Christ, has condemned the mercilessness of Soviet jus-
tice, the slave labor camps, nor dared to challenge the
ofﬁclal -a}thdlsm‘r

* % *

In early revolutlonary days the church was oruellv

- persecuted as the ally of capitalism and exrploltatlon, and

God and Christ openly, officially and foully blasphemed.
The church, in those days, produced tens of thousands

of 'Christian martyrs. Beside the shrine of the Iberian-

virgin'a sign «proclalmed “Religioni Is the Opiate of the
People”.
Such persecution 'has ended. Today the reglme, hav-

ing effectlvely broken the power-of the church, has no -

" aversion to whatever “opiate” comfort it may" furmsh
the dumb, driven masses. ’

«But the end ‘of the persecutlon is not a v1ctory for
Christianity. It registers, instead, a victory for atheistic
communism, that today can tolerate the church because
it has broken the sword of its militancy and reduced it
to effective impotence. :

‘The day that any churchman dares say to the- -secular -

power, “In the name of God desist!” I will belueve in a
Christian revival in the Soviet Union. .

But I fear that something worse has happened to the
church than persecution. That is accommodation. And
if such. articles as Mr. Parlin’s (though I am sure that
was not his purpose) awaken the comfortanle belief that
Christianity and communism are compatible and can ¢o-
exist as equals, a serious blow will be-dealt to those who
believe that Christianity is more than keeping.churches

open — or even filled™— but is a belief and a way of hfe\

that permeate every attitude taward the meamng of life
and the functions of:society.

(Released by Bell Syndicate Inec.)

—The Globe and Mail

LY
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tory is"the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
No other event of that day in which he lived has the

eyewitness testimony of so many trustworthy persons, -

so that the careful investigator is.forced to accept this
stupendous occurrence as an historical fact. Down
through the ages there echoes and re-echoes the angelie
voice heard by the perplexed women at the empty tomb.:

- “Why seck ye the living among the dead ?”

The Bible clearly teaches that the physical resurrection

of Jesus Christ from the dead has certain definite im- .

"plications to the believer.” We are told that we are de-
clared just upon the basis of His return from the tomb

“in triumph. Indeed, Paul states that our faith is ground-

less, and our hope for eternity is baseless if it can be
shown that the Son of God never emerged from Joseph's
cavern.

In Paul’s. eprstle to the Colossians, the great a-postle.

sets ‘forth for the belicver certain spiritual implications
of the resurrection of Christ. There he says, “If ye then
be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”
(Col. 8:1, 2). The resurrection,.he says, should draw

. the saint’s eye Godward, and cause him to live in an-

other sphere that.is unknown to the unbeliever. -

AWhat does Paul mean by prefacing his teachmg by the
words: .“If ye then be risen with Christ?”” He is clearly
declarmg that the spiritual attitude which he is about to
" deseribe is'; po’ssx’ble only to those who are saVed. Often

in the -Word:of--God the regeneration of the believer is-
For instance in Ephesxans

pictured as a resurrection.
we are told that “everi when we were dead in sins, Che)
" hath qumkenedn us together with Christ, (by grace ye
are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made .us
sit together in héavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Thus
here in ‘Colossians the apostle desires to make ‘it very

. clear that spiritual ‘blessings are “available only to those

“who have been resurrected from their sins. ~If would
be futile to exhort a sinner to set his mind upon things
above for his rmmd naturally has found a lower level.

,On the basis of the believer’s 1dent1f1catlon with
Chnst in His resurrection, we are told to “seek those
- things which are' above”.
upon .renewed human nature! ' 'We must be urged to seek
those things-that are'associated with the One to Whom

. we owe everything! Even small children are more grate-

ful to earthly benefactors than are we to the One Who
has rescued-us from the pit of hell.

We need to remind ourselves_continually that our pos1-
- tiorr in Christ is secure and ‘eternally ‘unchangeable if
- we are saved. At the same time we are apt to be living
Tat a poor dying- raté that “heart religion” is at-a low
."ebb. As an ‘antidote to this malady, Paul.points us to
the fact that since we .are raised with Christ, we should
seek- tthe things ‘that are above, that our ex:penmental
condition may conform more closely with our exalted

) position. - Y

IThis exhortatlon could have many~pract1ca1 applica-
tions and _probably some have ‘already arisen in the mind
of the reade¥. .Does the contemplation of our association

. by o :

~

What a. sad commentary even’

L-The'SpirituaI ImpIi_ca’ri_ons, of the Resurrection:

“O'N'E of the best substantiated events in human his- with the risen, glorified -Ch-rist, not serve to curb the,

power of sin in our lives? Does this thought not cause
us to desire to walk apart from the beggarly elements

of the world? Ts.this not the highest scriptural -grounds '
upon which to plead the truth of separation from worldli-.

ness" . N
Recogmzmg that the heart is the source of the. trouble,

Paul further urges “set your affections on things above”..

If the mind alone contemplates -these elevating thoughts,
there may be little change in conduct or motive. The
apostle therefore probes to the very depths of the problem

. and lays his finger upon the fly_in the oitinent — ‘man’s

heart. He knows that the Biblical descrlptlon of the
heart of man, regenerate and unregenerate, is that it.is
deceitful and desperately wicked, On earth or the thought

of earthly things there is no help for this pressmg i —

“Set your affections on things above”.

No man will evér rise above the level of the things that ~
If his inner being is continually -

occupy his affections.

(797) 18°

dwelling upon base thoughts and desires, his whole life ]

will be dragged down to that level. If he could soar on
eagle’s wings, then his affections must be on those things
that are far above himself. The Psalmist, knowing this,
declared, “I will lift up mine eyes/ unto the lrnlls from
whence cometh my help”.
leys of earth about could not help his splrlt if he were
to be blessed his efes must be upon higher things. When-
ever we think of the resurrection®of Christ we rejoice
to recall that it is an historical fact, and we will strenu-
ously oppose any who would deny this. " At the ‘same time
we know full well that this spmtual 1mp11catlon arises

outt of the historical foundation and makes it incunibent -

upon every believer in the light of the recurrection to
live upon a hlgher level

" A QUESTIONABLE INGREDIENT ‘OF
, POPULARITY.

‘A view of the plains and val-

“‘One-third voice and personal presence, one-thlrd selec- -’

tion of sengational topics, and one-third heresy,” accord-
1ng to the Boston Journal, are the ingredients for making
“a rpopular preacher” We are very much’ afraid that
this is true in certain regions; and we are quite sure
that some young preachers think so. The last third -is

. the easiest ingredient to- obtain, and so they make it se-

cure. Any pretender can be heterodox: you need neither
study, nor think, nor pray in order to siurpass all others
in this line.

around you. Everybody will talk about you at once, ahd
you can impress yourself upon their memories by saying

. something very citting and impudent, and as nearly
blasphemous as you dare to make it. But is this a noble .

ambition? ‘Can this be the course of a mo.n of God? We
think not.  Perish the popularlty which comes by any
doctrine but the truth, or by any means but that 'of
solemn, earnest well-doing! Emp‘ﬁ' _Sensationadlism per-

_ ishes like- the green herb, and heresy dies like a’ noxious ;
but the faithful preacher of the, word shall be fo

weed;
had in everlasting rementbrance. .
: ~—C.H. $PURQEON.

Notoriety can.be gained at once by just:
being singular, and setting up to know better than those-

-
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THE RAVEN OF WINSLADE QUARRY
Winslade is a small town in England, famous for its

stone quarries. 'Some years ago an incident occurred
there -which strikingly illustrates the providence of God.
The men were at work in the lower part of the quarry.
Directly above was a great mass of over-hanging rock.
Dinner-time caie; bit just as they were getting ready
for it a raven flew down, picked up the little parcel which
contained the dinner of one of the miners and flew away
with it. The man of course did riot.want to lose his

. dinner, so he ran after the bird, thinking that she would

soon have to stop and lay down her heavy burden, and
then he would get his dinner again.

His companions wished to see the fun, and they joined
in the chase. The bird was stronger than-they thought,
and led them a Jong way off before she alighted. But
at last she flew down the side of a steep and dangerous
precipice and laid the bundle on a projecting rock. She
seemed to feel she was safe there, and so she was, for
no one was willing to risk his life by attempting to go
down that perilous place. Then the men gave up the chase
and went back to the quarry. On reaching the spot they

found to their surprise that a great mass of rock had

fallen down just where they would have been eating their
dinner. Tt would have crushed them to death if the raven
had not come down and taken them away in time to save
them. Thus God made use of that bird to save the lives
of those men. Here we see the wonderful working of
‘God’s providence. . )
) —The Life of Our Lord by Newton.

BRAVE CHARLIE

If we haye courage to refuse to do what-is wrong, we
shall-be rewarded for it, either here or hereafter.

Two little boys were walking along 4 village street one
day, when they stopped before the garden connected with
a gentleman’s house, and gazed with admiration on the
Pres-
ently the smaller of the two boys exclaimed; “O, how I
wish I had one or two of those beautiful roses to take
home to my sick sister! Every day she says she wished
she could see some flowers again.”

‘“Then, why don’t you take some of them, -you- little
goose,” said the other boy. “Here, T am taller than you,
a;ld I can reach over the fence. I'll get some for both
of-us.” )

"No, no, Tlm,” said the little boy, seizing h1s .arm;
“I wouldn’t’ steal' evesp a flower, if I never had one ‘in
~ the world; but T'll g0 in and ask the lady for a Tose for
. Ellen.”

“Well, you'll only get sent away for your pains,” said
the older 'boy, “for my part, I shall help myself.”

~ : : ' r

'But just as Tim was reachmg over the fence, and ‘had
seized a branch of the beautiful roses, the gardener spied .

-him, and dropping a basket that was in his hand, he

rushed after the boy and caught him. He told him that
if he ever found him doing that again, he would see that
the boy_ was pdnlshed for taking things that dld not

. belong to him.

In the meantlme little Charlie had gone up the. steps

. and rung the -door-bell. The door was opened 1mmed1-

ately by a kind-looking lady.

“Please, Ma’am, will you give me a rose or two for
my sick sister ?” asked Charlie. -  _

“Yes, indeed, my little .man,” said the lady.
been sitting at the window, and I have heard your con- -

- versation with the boy who wished you to steal some of

my roses, aind I'm very glad to see that you would not
steal ‘even a flower’. Now come with me, and I will cut
you a beautiful bunch of roses.” Then she asked-him
about his mother and sister, and told him to come and
get some flowers whenever his sister wanted them.-

After this she went to see his sick sister and mother,
and helped them in many ways. She kept up her:interest
in Charli€, -and when he had done going to §chool she got
him a good position and remajned his friend for life.

If we do rlght God w111 surely reward and ‘bless us.

- —The Light of the World.
Bible Slzlll Lesson Outline
Vol. 20 ' ‘Second Quarter Lesson 2 | Aprdl 8, 1956

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

LIFE AFTER DEATH "

Lesson Text: Luke 16:19-31.
Golden Text: “If they hear not Moses a.nd' the prophets,

neither will they be npersuaded though one rose from
the dead.”—Luke 16:31. -

The parables of the Lost .Sheep, the Lost Coin and the
Lost Son present the Gospel in the form of an appedl. The
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, if' indeed it be a
parable, contains a solemn warning for all who do not obey
‘the Gospel, and we must not forget that the Gospel is a
command, as well as an invitation (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38;
17:30). Christ lifted the veil and gave to His’ followers a
glimpse of the life beyond the grave, the comfort of the

. blessed and the anguish of the lost.

People dare not trifle with God’s ordinances. Urge puplls
to .close with God’s offer of mercy while they may (Isa.
55:6, 7; John- 3:36). The solemn truths herein disclosed
show the necessity of the death of Christ. He alone.could
save us from eternal death. The language used in Secripture
to describe hell and the condrtlon of the lost may be figura-
tive, but if the figure be’terrible, what about the reality?

The- rich man fived in selfish ease and luxury, although -
this was not the reason for his condemnation.
justifying himself, and trusting in the high esteem in which -
men held him.- God was not in all lus thoughts (Psa. 10:4).
On the other hand, Lazarus trusted in the Lord; his’ name
means “God is my help .

God cares for His own; He giveth Hijs beloved sleep (Psa
127:2; 116:15). Angels weré called” to . convey Lazarus to -
the unseen world of the dead. The rich man was not so
honoured; the record merely states: “The rich man also died,
and was buried.”

. The-place to which the dead were escorted is called in the
0l1d”” 'I‘esta:ment Sheol, and in the New Teﬂl;ament, Hades

- “TI have

He was -

7
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’ (Greek for ‘“hell”, wverse 23)

He should have sought the Lo
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Before the resurrection of
Chnst this place was divided into two sections, separated by
“a great gulf”. The saints were in one section, called Para-
dise, or Abraham’s Bosom, whereas the wicked dead were in
%:d Othelﬁ;ieftf% 4 (z)&)fter Hlﬁtde]agﬂh outr; I';bgld' d;tslcer’n’ded mHto
es -10), ook captivity captive” as He
ascendeé " into heaven, when He carried with Him the spirits
of the just. Since is ascension, Paradise is in heaven (Luke
23 43: 2 Cor. 12: 1-4), and those who die in the Lord go
mmediately into His presence (2 Cor. 5:8).

The anguish and hopelessness of the former rich man are
vividly rporl;rayed‘ He was conscious, retained full possession
of the just. Since His agcension, Paradise is in heaven (Luke
tense pain of some sort., His prayer for mercy was too late.
when he had the opportunity.
'His prayer for his brothers was also too late. Moreover,
they were rejecting the means of light whi!:h was open to
them — the Old Testament Seriptures.

What a sad commentary upon the darkness of men’s souls
we find in verse 31! Many today are like the evil brothers,
they will not believe; even although (Christ has risen from
the dead to prove His claim as the Son of God and as the
Saviour of men. -

The eternal destiny of men is determined by their attitude
to ‘Christ while they are in this life. Urge the scholars to
accept Christ to-day and to live for Him, and then they will

" be assured of 11v1n|g with Christ for ever in eternal blessed~

ness.

: Daily Bible Readings )
April 2—In Paradise with \Christ ... Luke 23:39-43
April 3—To be with Christ is Far Better ........... Phil. 1:12-26
April 4-—Present with the Lord ......... D YN 2 Cor. 5:1-10

April 6-—Life and Immortality ...........
April 6—Power of Death Dedtroyed Heb. 2:10-18
April 7—The Keys of Death ............ccoomuermmrecrressenn. "Rev. 1:9-16
April 8—The New Heaven ... reeeeeees Rev. 21:1-8

Suggested -Hymns
‘What though the accuser roar!
- For ever with the Lord!
In the 1and of fadeless day.
There’s a 1and that is fairer than day.
By Jordan’s stormy banks I stand.
Hark, &mrk my soull

2 Tim, 1:8-12

= TRYING TO BELIEVE
T IS a common thing to hear an anxious enquirer say,
“I will try to believe.” Now, this means, “I do not
believe what God says, and I intend to remain an un-
believer, unless I get something more than his bare word
to convince me.” Trying to believe generally means
persevering in giving 'ng the lie. It is a sort of hard-

‘hearted confession of present unbelief, and a cunning

excuse for abiding in it. 1t insinuates that God is ask-
mg of us more than he ought, and we are generously
doing our best to oblige him; or else-that what he has
to say is so like a falsehood that we shall require a deal
of explanation before we can accept it. Ask your own
brother how he would like to hear you say to him, “I
will try to believe you.” You use no earthly frlend in

‘a manner so insulting.

— Canon Hoare met with a man who said he was trymg
to believe, and he pictured him as lying at the bottom
of a deep pit. The Lord Jesus was at the top, and the
man was trying to climb up to him. “You will never
reach him,” said the canon. Month after month the man
was still {rying, but he had come no further; and he
would never have come further if he had not altered his
method, and Just trusted Jesus to lift him out from
where he was. ~ If this man could have climbed to Christ
by his own trying he would have been out of the pit, and
needed ‘no Saviour. We set Jesus aside when we think
of doing anything in our own strength; ay, even when

we talk of trying to believe in him. True faith comes by

%
%
E books on the ' inside wtory of the Roman
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a conviction of the truth, and not by an effort of the
will: it is therefore to be gained by yielding up the mind
rather -than by exercising any mental strength. A man
does not try to recline, nor make an effort to fall, nor -
labour to learn. We mistake believing when we talk of .
it as some great and difficult achievement at~which all’
must try and try again, No, dear heart, believe without
trying. .May the Lord win thy confidence at once!

.If a man really wishes to believe anythin-g, he ‘hears
about it, and when he is convinced that it is_true he
belives'it. Thus faith cometh by heamng, not \by trying.
We hear the gospel; we know' it is true; we believe it,

" and live. We hear of Jesus; we are sure he can save us;

we trust him, and he saves us. What is there to {ry at in-
this? —C. H. SPURGEON

'The Keystone of thé Arch
It is no exaggeration to say that the whole fabric of
Christianity, and all Christ’s worth as a witness to God,
stand or fall with the fact of His resurrection. If you
pull out, that keystone, down comes the arch. "There may /

8till be fair carving on some of the fallen fragments, but

it is no longer an arch that spans the-great -gulf, and -
has a firm pier on the other side. Strike away the resur-
rection and you fatally damage the witness of Jesus.
You cannot strike the supernatural out of Christianity,
and keep the natural. The two are so inextricably woven
together that to wrench away the one lacerates the other,
and makes it bleed, even to death. If Christ be not risen
we have nothing to preach, and you have nothing to be-
lieve. 'Our preaching and your faith are alike vain:
ye are yet in ybur sins. Grace-and peace come from faith
in the “first begotten from the dead”. -
—ALEXANDER ‘MACLAREN

All sinners out of Christ are under the power‘of' Satan.

They belong unto that kingdom whereof he is the prince . -

and ruler. However men may flatter themselves that

- they are free, as the Jews of old did, yet if they are not

freed by an interest in the death of Christ, they are in
‘bondage unto this beastly-tyrant, and as he works effectu-
al]y in them here, he will razmgly inflict vengeance on
them hereafter —JOHN OWEN
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S In Print Againl!
FIFTY YEARS IN THE
CHURCH OF ROME
By
- FATHER CHARLES M. CHINIQUY
. After 70 years this is stfll one of the best

Church, It is written by 2 former Canadian .
priest whose charecter was irreproachable. '
Even his superiors gave glowing testimony
of his ability and character.
EVERY PROTESTANT SHOULD
* READIT! .
. ‘This is not a pamphlet or bookiet but is a
472 page, cloth bound volume. Price $3.78.
WRITE NOW FOR YOUR COPY .
. THE GOSPEL WITNESS
IQWSLE - 'l‘mtnl Onhdo




16 (800) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE °  March 29, 1956

. &

'KEEP_OUR POSTMAN BUSY! | ~

0nly 0ne More Week in Wlmli to Answer the Editor's Anmml Letter.

A Yes, The Gospel Wltness financial ' year comes to an’ ‘end on Saturday,
_March 31 On that day we shall close the books. If you have not .as yet
. answered -the Editor's Annual Letter, doni' delay any- IongerI Just fill in the
"handy form below and mail to our office. We shall scan the mail for your reply.

Your '#u ML@ to aeach thousands more.

Dear Reader :— N ’
The Gospel Witness is a missionary paper that seeks to win souls, instruct ) !
-believers and warn against eTTOr, The income from subscriptions does not '
nearly meet the expenses. Your help is urgently needed. All gifts will be
- gratefully received. Thousands of dollars are needed if we are to expand
this printed ministry. May I hear from you today?

I,

\ -~

. : o o E Yours in the Gospel,’

/W

R . . LESLIE R TARR, EDITOR.

‘ - ) o o (Please tear off and return this_portion) '
- || THE dosPEL WITNESS ' o - S S .
~ 130 Gerrard St. East, ° - L T e L B
Toronto 2, Canada : . e ;
Dear Mr. Tarr: : : - ‘._[” . R _ ' o
Enclosed find my—GIFT of 8

toward THE GOSPEL WITNESS. Fund 'in response to your Annual Letter.

I . n.

. L .,
y

'_Nane:

——
-
~
-

Address:

et
Y

NOTE. The main purpose of'thislletter is to-soli&it gift ovef'and above'l
renewals. - But if your subsoription to our paper is about" to expire, and you

speoially desire ‘that the amount of ‘the renewal. of your subscription be :
¢ )| - taken out of your donation, will. you please indioate with an X here. O . ' “
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