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. ijJqt <lImy nf t;t!l·l{t!lurtttttn~ 
,. 

By CHBISTl'tIAS EVANS 

THE Resurrection of'" Jesus 'is tl1e most ,stupendous the prophe'J;: ~ "Thy ,dead. men s'haIllive; together with 
. Imanifestation of the power of 'God, and the pledge '!my' dead hody shall'''' they arise. Awake and sin'g, ye that 

'of 'eternal life to his peOple .. ' dwell in the dust; for thy dew :is as the dew of herbs, 
The, apostle calls it "the exceeding greatness of 'his ana the ear~ shall cast Ol.Jt her dead.~~ . " • ' 

pow.er to us-ward who 1ge1ieve, according to the wor-king How divinely does the apostle speak of the·re'surrection
of his mighty, ;po~r, which he wrought in Christ When . !body of the saints! ''lIt is sown in corruption, it "is raised 
he raised -him from the dead." This is a river'ove-~flowing in ;inool"rUp'tio~; it 'lis sown in diishono'l',. it lis raiSed in . 

, i,ts banks - an idea too large for, language. ,Let us look glory; it is sown in weakness, i,t is raised in ';power; ft is 
-.. at, it a moment. I ' , ' • sown a natural 'body, it is raised' a' spiritual body. For 

'W,'6er~ do' we find' "the 'exceeding g~eatness of, his th~scorrupti-ble mu~t put on "incorruptic;111; and this ;mortal 
must put' on immortality. ' ~hen:' shall /be brought, to 

pow.er?," In the creatiorl of the world? ·in the :Seven Stars pass the saying that is written -L: Death is swallowed ·up 
an'd orion? in the strength of ~ehelnoth and 'Leviathan? ' , , 

, , ' ,? ., " I ?!n victo~r.! -0 death .. , where ,is thy sting? ~ .~rave. where, 
, ~ o . In the d~ge. m t~e fIery des~ructlOn ~f Sodo~.. IS thy Vlctory? Thanks be unto God,' that gIveth us the 
m th~, ~ver.thro,\! ?f Pha~aoh and, Jns host?, ,m ,h~rlmg ,victory, thro~gh our'Lord Jesus Christ." . - -' 

"Nebuchad~ezza.r ',hke LUCIfer ~rom. -the pohtu:al flrI~a-' Evers'ince th~.faU in Ed~n, man is born to die. H;e lives 
ment "No., It 'lS the power.,which he wrought m. ChrIst. to die. He 'eats and drinks. sleeps' and wa:kes to die .. 
When?· .When he healed t~e,', si~~? :wh.en he raIsed' t~e Death, fike a- dark steel-clad irarrior, stands ev~~ before 

_ dead?' .when ~e cast out devIl,s? w1!-en he blasted 'the frUlt- 'us; and -his 'giga,~tic, shadow comes continually between' 
-less. fI~-tre~.: ,when" he walked, ,~upon .the 'raters of th~ us and happiness. But Christ -hath "albolished death, arid 
Gahlee. No. n was ~en he ra'lSed 'h~m fro~ ,~he, dead. ' brought'iife and im~ortaJity to ligh.t through the gospe1." 
,Then"the Fath~r placed the s~~re}n the hand of th~ . \He was born in :Betlilehem,. that hemlg'ht die on Calva.ry. 
'S~n, and ,set h~~ alb\ve all pnnc~pahty, a~d, p~wer, and' He 'W-8JS, made under the law, that he mlighlt bear 'the direst 
mIgh~, an~' dommI,on, at!d eyery name}h8:t ?s name~, not penalty of' -the -law .. He lived thirty-three years, sinless' 

" only '1D th~s world b1,lt ~lso In that WhICh. l~ to cQm.e, !1nd , among si~ners, . that he niight offer. himself a sin-offering 
put aU' th~ngs l,lnder hIS ,fe~;, and 'gave hl"m, to ,b!,! ,.'head· for -si,nn~rs ilpon'"the crQss. 'Thus .he "I~ecame dbedient' 

. over. all thlI~gS to the ~Qt:c~. " . " . unto death," 'that 'he might destroy the power of death; , 
'!This is the, sour.cE!'. of our spiritual life., The same '!1nd. on the third morning: a mighty 'angel; rolling awaY, 

power that raised the dead bo~y of our Lord from ~he "the stone' from the'.mouth of ,the sepulchre, makes the 
g.rave: ,quiekens.'the so'11:1 of ,the belieVer, from the death in . very door (I{ Death~s' castle ,t'he throne whence 'he pro_ 

- , trespasses and· sins. H~s'riveJl t~b-'is.a, fC!untain of liv-' claims "the ,resurrection and the life". ' ", ',~ 
ing waters; Whereof if a, man' drink, he, shall never die. The Hero of our salvation travelled into Death's dom-. " 
His rais~d ~nd ,glorif~~d ~~dy is ~h~ sun,. w~ence,;'sti"ea~s i~ion" took ;possession of the whQle territory on .OUf Qe
etern~l hght upon ~ur spmts;' ·the hght of hfe, ~hat neve,r half, and returnin·g laden with ,spoils", ascended, to the 
can be quenc,hed'.., _ .,' . heaven of heavens.. He went to the palace", seized the 

,Nor here does the influence of his resurreCtion' end.,' tyrant, and wrested away his s~tre. lie descended 'into 
He who Iaised· up Jesus .from the dea,d sha'll a~so quicken th~ pri~n-hoilse, knocke9' off the fetters of the captives; 
our mortal bodies. His .resUrrection is the pledge and the and when he came up again, -left, the door of ev.ery "cell 
pattern of; ours;' "·Becauli\e h~'liveth,we shall'live 'also." op~n, 'thattney'might tollow.him. tHe has gope oyer i~to 

, "He lIhall change .our vile body, that it maY,be .fash:ioned .,our 'promised Inh~itanc,e; and 'his oglory)ll11mimites the. ~ 
li'ke unto his glorious ,body;" ,We hear'hiDi'spea:ki~'g in mountains'of' .immortality; and, throu~h-the, t~lescope 
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which he ,has bequeathed us, we "see the land that is very 
far off." 

I recollect reading. in the writings Qf Flavel this senti
ment --;; that the souls in paradise wait with intense 
desire for the reanimatiQn Qf their dead- bQdies, that they 
may ,be united to. them in bliss fQr ever. 0, what rapture 
there, shall be amQng the saints, when thQse frail vessels, 
frQm which they escaped with suCh a struggl~, a,s they 
foundered in the gulf Qf death, shall CO. me flQating in, 
with the spring-tide Qf the resu.rrectiQn, to. the harbor 
Qf immQrtality.! HQW glQriQus the reuniQn, when the 
seeds Qf afflictiQn and death are left behind- in the tQmb! 

. Jacob no. 10nKer lame, nor 'MQses slQw.Qf speech, nQr 
Lazarus cQvered. with sQ,res, nQr Paul trQubled- with a 
thQrn in the flesh! ' 

"It 'doth nQt yet appear what we shalltbe; but we knQw 
that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; fQr we 
shall see him as he is." The glQry of the bOody Qf 
Ohrist is fa·r 'abQve' Qur present, cQncePtiQn. When 
he was transfi'gured Qn TabQr, his face shQne like 
the ,sun, and his raiment was white as- 'the l'ig:ht~ T!b-is 
is the pattern, shQWn to. his people in the mQunt. 
This is the mQdel after which the·IbQd-ies Qf believers shan 
be fashiQned in the resu·rrectiQn. "They t'hat'·be wise s'hall 

. shine as the brightness.1l! the firmament; and-they that 
'tUl'I). many ·tQ righteQusness, as the stars fQr ever and 
ever." 

In cQnclusiQn :-!The angel said to. the wQmen~"GQ 
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen frQm: the 
dead; and behQld, he 'gQeth before yQU into. 'Gali1ee; there 
shall ye see him; lQ! I have tQld YQU., And they departed 
quickly frQm the sepulchre, with.fear and great JQY; and 
did run to. bring his disciples WQrd." . 

Brethren! fQllQwers Qf Jesus! be ye also.' preach ers Qf 
a risen !8aviQu.r! Go. quickly'- there is no. time fQr delay 

1t~t Oios:pef .itn~ss 
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DON'T KEEP IT A SECRET I ~and putblish the glad tid-ings to. sinners! Tell them that 
Christ died fQr their sins, and I'Qse agaIn fQr their justifi-
catiQn; and as~nded! to. the right hand of the Father to. The gQs'pel was never given to. be kept as a' Secret. 
make intercessiQn fQr them, and is nQW 8Jble to. save unto NQwhere'do we hear it said·, If you have any bread, keep', 
the uttermQst all thatcQme unto. GOod by him! it to 'YQurselves, no. matter who. is hungry. NQwhere is 

And: YQU, impenitent and uiibelieving men! hear this it said to. the Ohristian Chur~h, "YQU are in a: Ume Qf 
blessed~message Qf salvatiQn! Do. '1.QU ''intend ever to. reserve and self-cQnsideratiQn, and yQU must make YQur 
embrace ~ prQferred, mercy Qf the g~spel? ~a,ke-haste! Qwn 'sQuls guests at the Lord's table;. withQut regarding . 
ProcrastinatiQn is rui:Q.!. N QW is the accepted time! 0, fly the innumeraible vacancies at the banqueting bQard; eat _ 
to. the thrQn~ Qf grace! Time is hastening; yQU will and drink, O.'beloved', and do so abundantly, and care 
sO,on be swallQw~d up in, eternity! May the Lord have 'nQtJhing fQr'thQse fQr whQm nQthiiIg is 'prepared." That 
mercy UPQn YQU, and rQuse yQU from your indifference .is not the vQice Qf -Christianity; that' is not the pur'PQse 
and sloth! It ,is m'y delight to. invite you to. Christ; but Qf the 'Gospel; that is not, the missiQn Qf the ·Church. 
I f~el more ,pleasure and mOore cQnfidence in .praying fQr Is it PQssible that men can ·have gQQd news and keep it 
YQ'u .to God. I have ,besought and entreated YOIl, by to themselves? Here is a,man to ,face with a sufferer; , 
eve~y ar~ment .a?d, every motJ.ve 'ip my po~er; ·but you he Q'bserves the sufferer's emaciated cQnditiQn, he notes 
are yet m yQur sms, and rushmg on toward hell. Yet I his languid eye', his sunken ~heeks" his blQQdless Iipl;l, his 
will nQt ,give yQU up in despair .. If'l cannQt ,persuade yQU gait of helples.sness, his deepening infirmity, and aU the 
to- flee frQm the wrath to. CQme, I will intercede with GOod I. time 'he MQWS precisely what would meet the case, and 
tQ'have mercy upon yQU ·for the 'sak,e Qf his belQved SOon. never speaks the secret. What is that man if the suf-
If I cannot prevail in' the pulpit, '1 will try to. 'prevail at ferer shQuld die 1- He is a murderer! Cari he in" charity 
the thrQne! be, called by any Qther name? He knew what WQuld cure 

~ 

SQuls are .not saved 'by "systems" but by the Spirit Qf 
·GQd. OrganizatiQns withQut the Holy tSpirit are like 
mills without PQwer. ).\fethQds -and .plans without the 
grace Qf God are pipes withQut water, lamps with'Qut oil, 
banks withQut mOoney. Even a church that has an orthQ
dQx, creed and accepts the BibHcal 'standards is as use
l~ss as are clQuds withQut rain'llntitl PQwer cOomes from 
God. --'C. H • .sPURGEON 

./ 

" 

the man and never tQld tQld, him, and the man died. What 
does the Lord say? He says, His bloQd will 'I reQuire at 
the traitQr's hand. "If thQU forbear to. deliver them that 
are d-rawn unt~ death, and those that are ready to. be 
slain: if thQU sayest, BehQld, we knew it nQt; dQth nQt 
he that PQndereth the heart cQnsider it? and he that keep
eth,thy SQul. dQth nQt he knQw it? and 'shall not he render' 
'to every man accor.ding to. his works?" 

" 
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The Litera.1 .Physical Resurrect.ion of Christ a· Guarantee of 
the' Redempti~n of t~e Whole Creation . -

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis ·Stree:t Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Apri117th, 1927 
(Stenographically. Reported) 

"For the earnest expedation of· the creature· waitet:b for the manifestation of the 
sons of God., ' . ' 

. "For the creature !Was made subject to vanity, not IWiilingly, but !by reason of him 
who hath subjected the same in hope,. . 

"Because the creature itself also shaJ:I be delivere<l ':from the ·bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. . , . 

"For we know that 'the whOile creation groa,n~. and' travaileth in pain 'together 
until now. . . . 

"And· not only 'they, lbut oUll'Selves also, 'W'lnC'h have ,the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for· the adoption, to wit, the redemp
tion of our body."-Romans 8:19-23. 

/ 

THE .redemption accomplished for us by our Lord a divine mercy that we do nol fully .understand, 'any of 
. Jesus Christ 1,13 an infinitely ·greater achievement us, what sin is. If we could understand its real nature; 

than any' of us have ever dreamed. ISo often. in our. day and the extent of ·its influence,. 'and what it is in the 
our glorious Lord· is set forth ,as an Example merely; as sight of God, we should perhaps despair of heing de
a Proponen),-of an.ethical system, and poor hl,mkrupt men livered from it. I venture to believe it "is because men 
and women are exhorted to follow in His steps, and by fail so geneully .properly to apprehend the malignity of 
their own labour to accomplish their own salvation. What this disease from which the world is suffering, that they 
Ii pitiful cari~~ure it is of the scheme of· redemption as . fail to recognize the impossibility Of· providing a human 
reveale9 in the Word of IGod! "As thei!eavens are highE!i" remedy, and the magnitude of the price tn-at was indis
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways; _ pensible for man's redemption. Of ·cour!!e, if-you can 
and my thoughts than your thoughts." The centre of accept that strange delusion that we are 'evolving from 
His redemptive work ·is represented by His death and a lower order of being, and that· sin, what we call sin, 
resurrection. He was a Teacher, He was an Exemplar. t~is moral evil that- drags· its down; is ·but the residue 
He ·did leave us an Example that we ·should follow in that has ·been left from that lower estate, ·and that we 
His steps; but He did infinitely more than all this: He are therefore to be commended for having. progressed so 
"died for our sins according to the scriptures", "he was far instead of being condemned for having. sunk so low 
!buried", and "he rose again the third day according' to -if you can accept that strange philosophy, whichAs the 
the scriptures".· biggest lie the ·.Devil ever foisted' upOn the human mind, 

To be saved ,ourselves is surely a priceless boon to· be if you can accept that, you will fail utterly 'to realize the 
assu·red that -we have passed from death unto life, and necessity for the Cross, or for- the redemption .that is in 
tha~ ~n our sins have been_blotted out, is something for' Christ .. 
WhICh we ought to be for ever profoundly grateful: :but But the.re is absolutely no support. whatever for the 
~he red~ption accomplished by o1,lr Lprd Jesus Christ th.eory of evolution in God's Holy Word. If you believe 
IS somethIng far. greater than merely providing a way 'this· Book, you will have to· abandon utterly your evolu
whereby our sins should ,be forgiven - that is a mar- tionary hypothesis as ·being contrary to the revealed 
vellous gift, even that is utterly beyond all possibility Word of God, and 'be"ing without one scintilla of evidence 
9f human achievement; but the text I nave read to you to support it in alI"human experience. It is one of the 
this evening shows us that even as sin extended to the Devil's lies, invented for· the blinding of the "minds of 
whole created order, so shall the ·redemption that is in . them which believe not.'~ If we accept the diagnosis of 
'Ch.!ist Jesus result i.n delivering the whole creation from God's Word we shalf find sin is riot" merely an offence 
the bonda·ge of corruption, to ~9are in the glorious ·Ub- Wl"itten in ·the divine record of human life, that it is 
erty of the children orGod. far more than a mere moral abstraction: it is an act of 

'Let us try to look at this for, a few moments this e\'e- .r~bellion against 'God that has affected the whole created 
·ning from, the divine standpoint, that we may have some order .. The whole creation, 'as we shall se'e, has been'" 

- better understanding -of the far-reaching effect of the plunged with us into. bankruptcy, and is in need of the· 
death and resurrection of .Christ Jesus the Lord. . . redemption which o~r Lord Jesus has accomplished iIi 

.. t. 
What, then, was THE; EXTENT OF THE RUIN WROUGHT 
~ SIN WHICH MADE REDE.MPTIO~ NECESSARY?' [t may be 

our behalf, 
As to the individual s'inner:' sin is not an offence of 

the haJld) or of th~ foot, or of the eye, or of the· ea·r, it 
is not in speech -'. it is not merely in outward conduct: .. 
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· It Is a' some~hing that has entered.: into ·tIle very coIisti- that the ~hole,created order 'is under'the eu,~se, and 'n~eds 
tJltion of mari, and is as much' a 'part of our natural state. redemption air truly as ·does every . individual soul in, this 
to-day as is the colour of th!o'! Ethiopian's sItin natural world,. _ '.' ,. " :',' , .....;,. . '. :~, ':.. ", . 
to him; sin inheres in the .ve:r,:y warp ,anI! ·woof of 'our:.. ,'Arid ·not o~ly .-so 'there is 'eVil 'beyond t'lli~' mat~ri~i 
c6n~titutiOil: W~. :are .ourselves a bundle' of': '~~mity·. woI'ld~ . 'y~u reiri~ber the 'stoz:y, of JO'b .'.:::..: r am quite 
agamst God, apd. there 1~ ,not a faculty of the mmd, or . aWM"e that if . certain so·caUed· scien:tists were here ,th"fy 
!l p~~ez:. of t?e !body, ... that ~!lS n~t been'1!~esll.ed~ into t?e . would, laugh-·me out" of court.. A cOJlple oryears' ag~ I 
serv1ce of evIl.:, conSClen~e .1S. deflled, .. t~e he~rt 1s,'d·ec!,1l.t. . was down in Indiana. 'in a~p.I~e that 'was just touched !by ~ 
~ul, the memory.:~or God.s -g0<>9-ness ,ls l~pa~red, the~dl the skirt ~f a tornado.' A ·feW, hours later-l rode' slowly 
1S enfeebl~ an~ enslaved, the :~ud~ent :,s ~arped'- ~~e ,through the devastated country, and 'I saw what the awful -. 

. --.... 
~hole ~an IS ~l~sed' t?,wMd evll,~o that t1i:e carnal nund ;powers ,of ·~atur.e could ac~mplish. I preached' a sermon' 
1S enm1ty aga1D~t God .', ." ' a -little w'J:tile after that on the subject, "noes' God Con': . 

. Sin has its effect Iiot_only, upon the mi~d-,!but upon 'the trol ,E~rthqilltkes and Torn'adoes?" :aIJ.d~': later, there was 
).,. :b!)dy., There is no disputing the fact that·we lhave be:.. im- ed-itorial in·Tlte C.hri8tia'1/, .. W~rld of London 'on ,that, 

, , come 'lllortal, anc;i ,that these ·bodies·' are ~ortal; 'they ,!!ore ,sermon.. The &rticle was. entitled,' uFuildamep.talism 
corruptible, the mar~ of sln 'is upon,us all.>~Your 'gl'ey Gone M)id"; and the"'Yl"iter expressed ,hi~' surprise that 
hairs, your visits to the, dentiat, .. youI' . patronage of the 'there could be' found anyone on earth·that was supposed 
doctor,' if you will only th'ink :a!bout' it, indic~te that, .to ~e .evenordinarily il!'telli~ent,· w1).o still IDelieyed'"that 
every day -you live· your body.is crying out' a. riillssage' there, was' any' divine superintendence 'of: tornadoes and, 
from: the 'BoOk,' that "sin, when ~t:is ·firiished., :brin,get~ . earthquakes!· All the~ t'liings; he: said, "were' su!Jjject"· to-.' 
forth death." And that law: is in us every ~me, and from natural laws, and, were to beacc'ounted for by their opera· 
the cradle we move fGrward to the 'grave, because the, . tion. I read·'·a few y~ars ago ·that :Sir .oliver Lodge' had' 
germ, the seed', ohnoltality is withtn us: ':. .' . , said-t'hat '~(!re was· something wrong rWith the 'ea.rth's 

. ',Nor is it confined to man himself. The 'Bible tells us' crust;· he' said that ,it ,was i~ a very' u~s~tisfactory state,',' 
that' when man sinned, the tempter, the'ser.pent;,was and that it.wa,s s~ewhat restless and.difltur:bM.in soni"e 
cursed above all" cattle, and the ground was cli'reed for·quat:1er". ,I ~m .~ot ·aware that sciepce has discov:ered' 
man's 'sake. If I were talking to a cQmpaby-of farmers:: any me~ns of' ~dj)lsting these a!biiormalities, these ir-

" .. this. evening'I think' they' would agree with me that regulariti~s i,~ the enrth's Cr:ustl!" .'1 h8:ve·.n'ev~r heard 
,their greatest difficultY. is not 'the plow-ing'or the sowing- . 'of'a synd1cate being organized to' patch up,and strength~ 
or' were' I speaking to those who have to do with horti"· e~ the weak places Qf th~ earth -=-- for iIista~ce, i~ Cali
culture in its various forms, they would aU-agree ·that fornia,. Of so~ewhere like that! These are powe.rs that 
. their greatest ta~lc is to'do battle' against the' pests of· .~ entirely ibeyo~d hU'm.1ln contrQl.· , 
th~e 'earth;- Every plan! has its 'biight, ev.ery· 3Pple, "if ,it " ·But the: teaching .of God's Word is. to the effect~ that 
is not cared for, will have' '8 worm: at its core, every tree-" sdDle of them are 'su'bject to· the control' of ,principalities 
'will,detedorate, every,farm, will go ~oru"in;-if.it is leJt ': and P9wers~" Con8~d.er the'caSe. of J~b, and, youwill·re.:' 
,alon~, ,beyond' ;the s~aQo"!, 'of a- ~ou1?~ - the very: ea~ ·calr·ihat· whejt the Lora said: 'to the' Deyil, '''Hast thou ':",:. , 

," ihe~f bellrs-the pi~ences' ~f the d~vinecul'~e, that sin ba's Considered my s('rvant Job, that th"ere"is none like him. 
Ilot only'entered into our minds/and into'oul"'!bodies;.:obut·' in the earth ?". t~e!Dev'il confessed· !God~s protection, 'say- " 
'it is iIi'the very earth upon wh.ich, we)valk.-, .' ' .. ' ". .ipg; !"Doth JPb fear God 'for noughU -HaSt thou ·not made . 

j " .Th:is_iext sPeaks ~6ut ~1ie bQ~~a&:e' of • ~r!\l;tiop.., ·I!-n 'hedge ~b,?ut.1)im". a~.~ ·aJl?~t .. his· ho.use,· a~d, Ri?o~t:al1 ' 
What 'does that mean? It means that in the- created ,that, ~e ha~li o~ every slde? .' How.d1d' tpe -pev:ll know 
order ,there_ is a law' of degeiier~ti~n, a t~rideJ!.cy .t.o ~e': ab~ut that hed·g'~, I ~oJ!.der? ¥eeause he. had .'been tl'Yi:ng 
te~ora~ion. Nbw i~·thattrue? "N~er. !mind. tour ~i~c:e,'.:to get throu~ 1tJqr ,a I?~g;tl~e: ·~ut .dlsco~e~~d t~at ~e' 
you do not need ,togo and ask' the professor. about it. could ,not touch Job w1tliout thvme: perm1sslon! The 

. Let me ask youwolnen,· Wby:-d'o' you dust YOU~ houses? . mal~gila:Iit purp.os.e was Jher~; put .'Sat!ln ,was 'impot"eJ!,t" 
.. Why are, yon ,for. ever ·cle~riing·th~?' Why do they ,~oi untll at last ~od}et. d~wn' tee .pedge a.nd"sll;i~, 'q··will. 

. , 8tay ~lean, I ·wonder? The wise irian ·said,·'I.w:ent '!by the '; ~et yqU t<tuch him"',only spare ~1I~' hfe.'\ .' .. ' . 
, field (if the slothf~l;· and by the vi~eyaril of the'man void '-. ,There iliJ a',SCripture ~hicJl' '~ays' that Jellus Christ" came 

, ~ ' .. 

" . 

.. " . . :-

.... 

" , 
of under!!tand'ing; and, 10, it was all irown' over with. ~o." "d~tl'oY-:hlm'. that had th:~ power • of, death,that .. is, .: '" . 
thorns, and nettles 'had covered the face thereof'~.. You . the 'devil." . , And 'the"DevH has, the ,power of, death, the 

) . 

do: not need to sow weeds in, your garde~...;...'" all you need ':pevil '-w:ould kfll YQu to.n'igh~,. if you ,are a. !beiiever: Jf.' . 
, . _to do is to let it alone-; you do not need, to pl~ the··decay . Gj)d di~,~ot ta~e .car.e of'ro~: Yo~r life, if you trust" " 

,o~ "a 'building - let it alone, tlJ-at is 'all. . ~ sa~ a house, . iii th~ Lor'd Je~us, ;w~uld .J:t0t· be ~orth a....:pen~y,· if He· 
a magnificent .mansion,· some' years· ago when' the' lawns- 'did nO.t ·give. His !ang~ls charge .co.nGe~ing you~ -" Do you 

'. ~ounda!bout were well kept: :4s':onepaslloo !by,' .. he was, . suppose, Sa~a~ woul~. have ~lowed th~.~Apostle, Paul, to,:" 
, attracted by its ibeauty, it 'had, .eVery appearance of. pros- , live, and to .,go 'on:'~th ~is'-w:ork,' or ~ny other \preacher 

.. ..... perity. But after ~ while the house be~ame vacant,' it was ~~ 'the gosp'el~,to 'con:tinue his.r·m~n:istry ·of.th~ Wor~ 'hado 

,without a tena~t, thete, wa:s no one to look after "ito: ,How he been, able. to· !iestJ:"oy :him 1-. Not at all. 'But the .Lord '. 
long'. did .it .stay.in that well,'kept conditioIi?, -In -jusfa few. puts a"'hedg~'~ ab~uf us,ev~ ·intl).js world'that is under' " "'.': 
inonthsthe grass was.}ong, the·Weed:swere.abundant, and the cuise. :au~ 'Yhep'HeJet,:do~ 'the'hedge,' the/Devil 

. ,.-· anYbody could see that the la'W ~f cOrlupiipn' waS operat.;:' s1iowec;l his "'~Ower .......:, an(r:~here 'was. hi,s" power? 'The:' 
ing. ~en in that mansion .. tt is eve,ryw1).ere apparenf: :toI:Dad~:~"Ui in. his hapd; fire'from h~ave'I), was 'at ·his . 
you. ·have only to- withdraw· your hand' and. allow' th~se' ':c~and; sickness' was·.let IQose'upon, Job;', disease;' and :-,. ' .. 

"tendeIiciEis to have free .cOurse, and, whether it: be'in ·.your ,all their' niateria1-~powertl, we~ at .the. ~.mnj~rid· of the --:"'. I " 

'. own mind" or yo.~r body, o,r in y'our :garden, ,Or in .YOUI" .. · ;prin~e o~ t'he'pow~~-Of 'the~·';r. - .. ~ut ~e_w~s' i~mited to _ l -, .. 

· house, or in the worlci at -large, you ,will find' it is true . the :extent, ~at God's Bo:vere!'gIi power llmited' him. That " . . ~.. ","\ ....,.,' . '.' ',.' ,..... ..,' ," , . : . ' 

.. ' " . :: .... : ,I .. , ., . 
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is to say, He lengthened his chain, :nd permitted 'him .gum, rendered to the law of God that· which the law \ 
to persecute JOIb, ;but He did not permit him to bike away demanded in our behalf. All that, ·but oh, when yo1,1 have· 
his life." said· all that can be !laid in explanation of it, you must 

'My friends, sin is not only on this earth,land in.human- recognize that the height and depth· and length and 
kind, but· there al'e evil principalities and powers that breadt'h of it, only eternity • itself can .reveal.i. because 
have to be. brought into subjection, and subd·ued, that, ~~en the .:blood of. Jesus ~.rIst .!l0wed from HIS ·hear~. 
ou.r God may, be all·in all. Your little professor reads the ~It was the blood of Incarnate DeIty, and the value of It 

· sermon on the mount and, says', that he may study' the .is,a~tesJ;ed,;by the fact that He T-ose 8!ga'in frolIJ:thedead._ 
ethics of Jesus! Wh~t does he -know about "it? What ~e ... ·said, "Destroy this temple, and in three days ~ wil~ 
is the measure of ·Christ's· redemption? It is as deep as . raise it up." And they destroyed that Temple - and 

/hell; it is as ··high as heaven· it must provide defence in th.ree days He rose again from .the dead, "declared' to 
against "principalities" and "~owers'~ and the "rulers of be th~ Son of :God ,with .P?wer, ~ccording to the spirit 

~. the darkness of ihis' world" and "spiritual wiekedness in· of hohness, by t1,re resurrecbon f~m the dead." , 
· ,high places." . It .requires'the might of God to 'deal with . That principle we have propounded again arid· again, 

these evil forces which afflict humankind. Men who .pro- ,and. must continue to do so. But we set it forth once 
<::> ':.pose their .little mali-made schemes of salvation rem:ind mqre in t~\is connection because of its"bearing ,1,1pon th~ 

me of childTen with a box of toys laying out a· town' consj~erations which follow. . , 
When men shut this BMk, and get away from these tre
mendous truths that are disclosed from 'heaven, they be
come little children ·"car.ried about with ev~ry wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of ml'ln, and cunning craftiness; 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive." NotWithsta!1dil1g 
some of thE'm stru,t .around as doctors of ,philosophy" 
Poor 'ben·ighted souls they arp.. 'May God ibring us all 
'back to His Word" and to the per~pective of. this d'ivine 
re~elation, that' we may see the heigpt and depth and 
length and breadth' of the love of !God that "passeth 
knowledge'" . 

:Sin has set its mark upon the whole earth, and every
thing in it. 

HI .. 

.'Consider therefore THE VAST IMPORT OF THE RESURREC-. 
TION OF. JESUS CHRIST IN VIEW· OF THIS 'WIDE AND WNG -
R~ULT OF .SIN ... The res.urr~ction meant the e'lnergence 

, 'of . the material from the bondage of corruption. Our 
Lord Jesus ,Christ' 'in 'His'resurrection was. a pled'ge and 
though they laid· Him in . the grave; "it was-not .possi'}>le 
th,at He should 'be holden of it!! --, and 'He saw not cor
ruption . .il'he law of deterio~ation,. when·'-it ·touched the .. 
body of Jesus Christ, became impotent~· because the. sin
less -One had. 'Put away sin Iby His expiatory death; ·and· • 
this mortal in Him :pu(oIi iml!!-9r~alily, anfl tpis corruiit- .. 
ible put on incoR"uption; and tlle fact that there is one 

II. element of the material universe that is delivered from 
THE RESURRECTION IS REALLY THE CLIMAX OF THE RE- the opera,tion of that·law of· corruption, is a p'romise of 

DEMPTIVE WORK OF 'CHRIST. I will not ta·ke time to argue the deliverance of 'the' whole created order by tne same 
it this .evening, althou·gh that 'is alw~ys a ,great tempta- power. 
tion. The'resurrection is a fact. ·When we s'peak of the Not only ~ to our bodies. ibut whElD Christ returns 
resurrection we mean,.as we sai-q this morning, that the' He will reign on the earth. His redeemed ·people wi'Il.be 

. body of ·Christ WhlCh was laid in ·tlie grave, rose' agai~ more than· disembodied spi·rits, flitting about froin 'star' 
a body of flesh and' bones, a body with ·the marks of the to -'star. We' are 'to have literal, physical,.·bodies. just 
nails in His hands and His feet and His side. The very as opr 'Lord had; and when He'.comes we s'liall .be ,raised 
same Jesus' that had been nailed-to the cross, in the same in~orrup~\ble. and we shall.be changed. . 
Ibody of flesh and bones' appeared to the .disciples, when That deliverance symbolizes also the'abolition of death. 
"He shewed -himself alive after ,his passion by many in- Christ has abolished .death, arid "brought life' and im
famble proofs." I am old-fashioned enough to take that· mortality to light through the gosper'. 'If the Lord Jesus· 
Scripture that we ,read this evening at its face value, a~d . does not come before, ev.ery man and; woman, and bo'y ami 
to ·believe that "i·f Christ be npt rl!ised, your faith' is girl, here to-night in this congregation will die; unless 

· vain; ye are yet in your sins." Therefore, when a man He should come in the clouds of heaven summoning us to 
'Uke Dr. ;Harry Emerson Fosdick says, "I do not believe His presence - everyone ·of us, there wiII be no excep

in the resur.rection of the flesh", we can only class 'him as tion at all - Qh, 'I know it seems a long distance off for 
anti-Chrisltian for he den'ies ,the ·1Jhing Ithat is absolutely a ·good ma:p.y people, even to those whose hai,rs -are grey, 
essential to 'Christiap. taith. The Word of God says that . but inevitably we shall go the "!/flay of all flesh, we shall 
if there be no resurrection there is no redemption, and . die. 'How do I,know it?: iJt is written here, "We that are 
"faith is vain", and "they also, which are fallen asleep in . in this ta:bernacle do groan, being iburdened" - and we 
Christ are ·perished", and "we are of all men the most groan ~ great deal, we are nothing "but a company of 
miserable"~ The same is true· of eve'ryone Who denies gr~.aners and grumblers,there is .not any -dou~bt a'bout 
the resur.rection; the denial of the resurrection is a de-' that. 'But our Lord Jesus died, and is alive again, and· 
nial of the gospel, and the rejection of the whole Chris- He 'is alive for ever more; And 'He has abolished death: 
tian revelati0I\: "The last enemy that shall :be destroyed is. death." 'Death 

,shall we accept it as a fact? and, being a fact, what is an enemy; he does an enemy's work: he leaves behind 
is the proO'f? WeIl, it attests the va:lue of the sacrifice him ~he wreck and: ruin of an enemy; he is Ino. f.riend at 
of, Christ. -I am quite willing to agree with those who all. 

--~say, "We do not understand what the atonement is." T·he 'I neve; have been a!ble to syimpathize with that senti-
best we can say is what the Scripture itself says, that me!lt, I~O lovely appearance of d~ath." -. Death is not 
He died "the just -for the unjust, that he might bring lovely, it is the ugliest .thing that ever ·ca·me into human 
us to 'God"; that He did pay the ·price of our redemption. life; and it is. best that it is ugly, f9r it is the offspl1ing 
It was a 8ubstitu·tionary work He did, He expiated our. of ·sin. I. u~d to'hear my fat~er 'Say, "Death .is the off-

I . 
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spring of s,in, and sin never did bring f()rth anything 
lovely in the world - and it nev~r will." God, .by His 
sovereign 'grace,'has'robbed death-of his sting. 1 know 
he is sti~l anI enemy; but hl~ssed be Go~: he is to be ~ut 
under HIS feet, and death'ls to ,be bam shed from God's 
creatio~. ,,' 

. ~'None but Jesus, None but Jesus 
Can dO'helpless sinners good." 

Nor can. any hut Jesus .christ our Lord do ·good for a 
world *hat sha.res the sinner's curse and condemnation. , 

'SPl)RGEON 
LIVING 

THOU SHOULD/51, BE 
AT THIS HOUR 

iDo you believe iliat? ("Amen" yes!") I do. We will 
not need any cemeteries in the millennium at all, we shall 
have done with them for' ever. We s'hall ,be alive "for 
ever-more", even as to' our hodies, and we shall never A small item in the pages of the December issue of 
grow old. And when we have been a minion years with The Christian Herald of England 'escaped our attention. 
Him in 'glory, we shall still be youngsters, -just 'beginning Just this week a friend drew it to our attention. It 
life ~ full' physical health and vigor, animated by the :r:eads as follows:--'-
Spirtt of God. And, so, you see, the resurrection of The, Metropolitan Tabernacle, London-which withdrew 
Christ promises not only the regeneration of the indi- from the_ Baptist Union almost 70 years ago during the 
vic,tual, but of the whole creation. And this earth, which days of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon-h'3s now rejoined th'9 ,~ 
was made for 'man's habitation is going to be redeemed, Unio,n. ," 
an.<\.'purified, and .brought 'back again to more than its Th,is news will come as a disti~ct, surprise to 'many 
ortgm~l glory. 'Bl,lptIsts. 'The Metropolitan Tabernacle was the scene 

Would you like to know when that will happen? Well' of mighty s'pi~it~tll ,~riumphs in ,the last ,part <if the past 
, I can tell you exactly, I can tell you the exact time when centul'Y. Its Ill!lstrIous pastor wa:s Mr. C. H. Spurgeon 

that will happen - all that will take place when Jesus ~who.'Would have Qbje~ted to The Christian Herald's des
Christ comes again. ("Amen!") I cannot tell you when l'gnatIon of the R~'IJ. C. H. Spurgeo!l). Under:his ministry 
He will come. But what does' this text' say? _ "The ~he ta'bernacl~ WhICh co~ld seat 5,000 was crowded morn:- , 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together mg and even~ng. Mul.tItudes were saved and Christians 

\ qntil now" - and then the writer 'goes on to say that were ~aught m the thmgs of God.. By ma~~ Mr. Spu,r
even w.e who llre Christians, even we who have the earn- geon IS regarded as the greatest preacher smce the days 
est of the Spirit, the pledge of that ultimate ,glorious of the apostles. 
deliverance, "not only they but ourselyes also, Which have ,His withdfawal from the 'British 'Baptist Union was 
the firstfruits of the ~Spirit, even 'we ourselves 'groan" no ~ccident nor '~id he ever ,regret his action. It was h~s 
- there is soine hope that we may be delivered from decIded and well-grounded conviction that the' Union was '" 
groaning, but I never knew anybody who did nQt do a sl.ipp~ng and that its cour~e w~s downward.' 'Subsequent 
little bit of it - "within ourselves, waiting for the 'adop-' . hIstory has substantiated his fears .. In reply to those 
tion, to 'Wit, the. redemption of our body." Everything who. mi'ght seek to have him remain in the Union, Mr. 
looking forward to that day when the cojnpleted redemp- ,Spurgeon wrote - "I beg you not to send anyone to me 

. ·tion shall be oll,rs: spirit, soul and body, may appear in to ask for recopsideration. I fear I haye considered· too 
His sight - and~ll that when the Lord Jesus shall come long already; certainly every hour of the day impresses 
again., j" '. '. upon me the convicti~n that I am: mov.ing none too· soon." . 
: I propos.e to ke'ep on 'preaching this gospel ,of the resur- Now: ~eventy year~ later, we learn that the 'Tabernacle 
rection, for I caQnot see' any' other way by. which this ·has reJome~ th~ Umon .. ~his prompts the, question -
great transformation may be. 'accomplished but by the. ~as the U~l1on .Improved SInce .the days of :Spurgeon or 
power of God. ,!With all our sche~es for bringing in a IS the .Metropohtan Tab~racle on .the ~owngr!ld~ ?Thos~ 
better day, I have yet to learn of any that has power to' who are close t~ the BaptIs~ scene In Great 'BrItam assure 
effect the transformation that this gospel can bring us.tha.t the·Umon has not Improved so we must c~nclude 
about. You. cannot change the very nature of things that ~Ithe~ .the Taberna~le h~s let down the s~andard ()r . 
by· legislative processes, or by any processes of educa- ' else IS faIlIng to' e.!CerCI~ d~scernment .. May the Lord 
tion; you' cannot give the Ethiopian white skin; and you .Jrra~t another Spu~geon ~o the Tabernacle that the glory 
ca~n()t eli.minate the leopard's spots _ iIt is in the blood, ' of the pa_s.t may :~e eclIpsed by the splendour ,of the 
of the cre~ture, it is natural. There is only one way by futu,re.' . 

. which tllese can 'be done, and-that is by the power of His' 
res,urrection; for His resur,rection changes the nature 
of t~ings. It was natural for a body to 'be mortal, 'but by 
His resurrectiori its nature is changed, and this mortal puts 
oli im.~ortality, and this corruptible puts on' incorruption, 
and "then sbal,l be bro~ght to pass the saying '1{lat is wrjt~ 
ten"Death is I!",?allowed up in victory". 

And that which shall be true 'f()r the individual shall 
~e ·true for the whole created order, and our gl~rious 
Lord will reign. . . '. 

That is a gospel worth having, w()rth -believing. I wish -
'I could make you see it all I feel it. But when these things 
are-brought into the _light of this Holy Word, man's plans 
and schemes seem so very little, so utterly inadequate for 
t~e \-world's great redemtpion; and theref()re we come. 
hack to. this, that -:- 0 ' 

IN PRINT 

A Defence of Calvini.sm 
By C. H. Spurgeon 

A brief. readable -and Sc:i'iptural""outUne 
of t~e basic: ·truths of the fgith. - 20 Pages 

Printed on first grade book ,fHJf1er 
Price - 10 cents or 12 for $1.00 

THB GOSPBL WITNESS 
IllO Gerrard St. E. • Toronto 2. Ont.' 

. Order from: 

, ,I 



-

f 

March 29, 1956 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTEST ANT ADVOCATE (791) 7 

IS OBSCURITY A MARK 
OF PROFUNDITY? 

CONCE-RNING the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the W ordl of God declares-"The common people 

heard him gladly." The Saviour was no ·remote philoso
pher who ·gloried in speaking continually so ,that no one 
understood' HilD; on the contrary, 'He cbose to sI,!ea-k in 
such a manner that it is recorded t'hat the children 
thronged Him. The eagerness of the _common people tq 
hear Him can be attrilbuted- to several factors. As the 
-Sbn of God, He' sP9'ke with 'a decis'iveness and finality 
that was not characteristie of the' scribes or pharisees. 
Of equal importance, 'however, is the consideration that 
He pUl'1Posely spoke in such a l>lain manner that no one 
'need !be u~der any misapprehension as to what He meant. 
He did· not engage in the futile speculations that, were 
common -to the interpreters of the law nor did He make 
a practice of expressing Himself in such an obscure way 
that no one could understand what He meant: For His 
parables which 'baffled ·the crowd, He provided the key 
to ''His disciples. Like Paul, the Master pla~ed a high 
e~imate u·pon "plainness of ~peech". 

It is regrettabl~ that even in some religious 'quarters 
there should :be a premium placed . upon 'obscurity_ of 
speech and thought. -Surely no one would be so foolish 
as to mistake obscurity for ,profundity or to think that 
veiled expression is any ind'ication of deep thought.! We 
have 'heard some theolog'ical 'professorli\ Who seemed to 
glory in speaking in such a manner that no one co~ld 
understan'd them. F.rom a few plain remarks sprinkled 
throughout their muddled addresses it was obvious that 
they, were ibusily engaged· inpeddlint !lome· old, out-worn 
heresy and had disguised the poor ibeggar under the dress 
clothes of obscurity. Sue'll dubious ~peech ~ay win the 
plaudits of'others of the same turn of mind but it merits· 
only,~the contempt of all honest men. We ,are sure that 
at the last day it will ,be clearly la!belled of God and 
assigned to the place of its origin together with, ,its 
advocates. 

Have we all not heard some preachers who were spe
ciaHsts in o'bscurity? We would· suggest an additional 
degree for sueh gentlemen: D.U.----!Doctor of the Unin
Telligible. These persons ,can take a perfectly clear and 
simple point of the gospel and so' dress'it u·p in masquer
ade costume t?at no one could possibly recognize it. The 
cross of ,Calvary in their hands can become so ,bedecked 
with' garlands of flowers .that ,poor souls would never 
realize that for salvation the Lord requires only simple 
faith in th~ Qne' who hung there in the sinner's room 
and stead. !Surely a terri'ble fate awaits those who thus 
deal with what i~ indispensable to the salvation of pre
cious souls. 

For ourselves, we never want to .be accused of writing 
in an-Q'bscure manner. ,Some of our readers write to com
plain of our bluntness but we are not ,pertul'bed for we 
would mucih prefer to be accusec;l of journalistic fortn
rightness than to be laJbelled as a coward who 'did not 
dare expre§s 'the unvarnished truth in a plain manner. 
Love to God al)-d: to the souls of men dictates that we 
deal plainly and cle'arly with eternal truth; if we can
not thus deal with it. we would p~efer, to be silent. 

,"WHY SHOULD ~NYONE HEAR. THE GOSPEL 
TWICE BEFORE OTHERS' HEAR IT ONCE?" 
. IS AN' UNSCRIPTURAL, . FALSE APPEAL 

SOME 'b~loyed friends of mine use this appeal, 'but they 
ought not to, use it. When they say, "Why should 

anyone hear the 'Gos·pel twice before others hear it once." 
they infer that it is wrong for anybody to stay at home 
and preach the Gospel as long as there is anybody in the 
world who has not heard the ·Gospel at least once. They 
'infer that all other soul-winniri"g works besides forei·gn 
missions, are second-rate and unworthy, hut they are 
wrong. . 

Do you want to know why some people should hea,r the 
Gos'pel twice !before others hea·r it once? Here ar~ some 
,reasons: 

(1) Because very few 'people are ever saved when they '\ 
hear the Gospel only onr.e. If Peter and others had just 
preached ,the Gospel once in Jerusalem and:,then gone out 
to various pa·rts of Judaea and ·preaehed- once, and then 
·gone . to Samaria and 'Preached it to every indi:vidual one 
time, etc., there would have lbeen very few' people saved. 
God's phm for soul winp.ing is for p,ersistent, repeated 
effort. -" ' . 

S.uppose that an evangelists in -the world should set 
out to prel),ch only once in any given town, and: so mak~ 
sure that "any lost sinner only heard the IGospel once. The 
truth is that there would :be very few, if any, saved. ' 
That simply is not 'God's plan. It s>oul!ds very smart. but 
it is not in the Bible, and it is not good, sen,se. 

(2) ISome people ought to 'hear the 'Gospel twice !be
fore others hear it. once ,because we a·re commanded to 
Ibegin where God has put us. The apostles,were to preac'h 
the Gospel "heginning at Jer,usalem". They hRd an ob-

'ligation in Jerusalem that they did not have at Rome. 
The Gadarene'demoniac was to' go to his own hOIDe and 
,people' and preach to them. He 'had an oibligation there 
by the direct command of Jesus Christ which he did not 
have elsewhere. lot was ,not left to him -to invent some 
smart theories, but to oibey. If we obey, we will preach 
the Gospel again and again to the ones to whom the Lord 
Jesus sends us. I 

(3)' ,lSome people ought to 'hear the Gospel twice be
rore others hear it once 'because of that clear leading'of 
the.,Spirit. In my' ea·rly ministry I became greatly 'con
cerned a'bout a young. woman who attended revival serv
ices in which 'I was engaged. -She had been such a scof
fer in the comm-unity and had so much influen'ce for evil, 
that I1became deeply burdened for her. After 'I had spoken 
to her again and a'gain, I spent almost on€ whole night 
in prayer for her. The next day, on three different occa
sions, II tal-ked' to 'her earnestly; about her soul, as I h!d 
s'po'ken to her a number of times 'before. On the last 
occasion she !broke into tears and surrendered· to Chdst. 
good reason that one person should hear the Gospel twice 
good reason that one person should- hear the Gospel tice 
before someone else heard it once. 
1 think that, .rather'unconsciously, good men have used, 

this false slogan ibecause that makes it, seem more im
.portant to g'ive ,money for -the ,causes that they repre
sent; instead- of to causes somebody else promotes. Well, 
it may ·be a good money-raising slogan, 'but it is pnscrip
tural and is.a false appeal for the missionary entel'1Pl"ise. 

-:JOHN R. RICE, The Sword,of the Lord .. 
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Bible 

Course -

Jew 'and Gentile. :The laws of segregation given to the .. 
Jews were ,prim'arHy for their protection against the 
corruptions of heathen idolatry. But they turne~ this 
protection to an occasion for pride as thqugh the choice 
of them was based -on their worthiness aI).d their su
,periority over the Ge~tiles. The Jews did' not' see the 
grace' of 'God in His' dealings with them. Wh~t should 
'have humbled them niade them proud" arrogant and hate
ful tOward the 'Gentiles, Moses i.n delivering his farewell 
lecture to ~srael just ibe'fore' they entered, the promised 
lalld: as recorded in the ninth chapter of Deuteronomy -
gives 'these 'words of caution: :"Hear, 0 brae}: 'l'hou art 
to pass over Jordan this' day-, to 'go in to possess .nations 

TWENTY-FIRST LECTURE greater and mightier than thyself, cities great and fenced 
in the up to heaven, .. Speak not thou in t,hine 'heart, after that 

ENGLISH BIBLE COURSE the Lord, thy God hath cast them out from :before 'thee, 
TORONTO BAPrIST SEMIN1A:RY saying, 'For my righteousness the Lord 'hath 'brought me 

By Dr." C. D~ Cole ' I in to posseS's this land: but for the wic~edness of these 
nations the Lord doth drive them 'out ;from 'before thee." 

/Marich 2~nd. 1956 More'light is shed on this' m~tter iby the para'ble of the 
GRACE UNITES householder and: :his .vineyard as told 'by. the Sav~our. 

r " Ephesians 2:11-22 ," " -, ',' He told of a householder who plarIted' a ·vineyard. and 
. '. '. ' ' , fenced it 'in "and digged' a winepress 'in 'it and buIlt, a 

TONIGHT, -we are to be o~upied with grace' in its tower and went in'to the far country leaving it in the 
, : pO'Yer to unite people in fellowship and servi,ce who, ,care CYf huslbandmen. And when time for the f.ruit drew 

otherwise would never in the world, get together In the near he sent 'his servants to receiv~ his returns. These 
service of Jesus Christ., The.. Ephesian, Church, was com- ' servants - were rej ected and: mistreated,. He sent 'other 
posed both of Jews and Gentiles, the majority being of servants wi'th the same results. And then finaHy he sent 
Gentile descent. The m'iddle wall of partition ·had heen his son and he was killed and cast out of the vineYard. 
!broken down and there was no longer enmity -between ,;The lord of the vineyard destroyed '~he hu'slbandmen and 
Jew and .Gentile. Both having ~en reconciled to ,God gave the'vineyard into the care cIT oth.ers. And ou.r Lord 
'by th~ death ~f Christ, they, are reconciled'~, each other in making the application said'that tlJ.e kingdom of God 
aS,theY meet in Jesus 'Chris~, Prior ~o t~e gospel era the ,would be taken from Israel and 'given to It nation bring
enmity between Jews and Gentil~s was mutually and ing forth the f.ruits thereof., And back in Isaiah five 
increasingly bitter. The gul'f was so Wide and ~eep that we 'read' of this same vineyard which is said to ,be the 
it seemed impossible for it ever to, be ,closed. Oh, in Muse of 'Israel. Tlte LOrd asks, "What could- have ,been 
some' ins~ances, re?egade Jews would ~d'opt the ;ways of , done ml,)reto ~v!ney~rd, that I ~'ave, not done in it?" 
the GentIles and ID some cases GentIles would become And' He goes' on to say that the vmeyard !brought forth 
proselytes to the Jewish 'syJilllgogue, :but such occasional "only wild grapes, that He would take away the hed'ge and 
inCidents' left 'the 'gulf ,iIDchilDge~.. Politically, the Jews break down the' waIl. And an this is said ,by way of 
,were insignifi~~nt. But their ,religion ,gave them ~ower , predIction c1f 'Israel's failure and in' anticipation 'of the 
and influence .. With their Bible and a M~ssianic hope coming of the 'Mesl:liah -who would, 'break down the fence 

, they_fe~t _ themselves superior to the Gentiles' who~' they , and this wail of partition. kl1 this s1iows, that, external .. ' 
thought' and spoke of as dogs, n'icIm:aming them the un- 'privileges and ,blessings' will Jlot cure' the wickedness of 
cjrcumcision, vile' and, unclean; And the Gentiles would the huma'n heart. ,The Jews 'With aH their religious in-

, respond with mutual enmity and bitterness. And' about stitutions and-'privilegeswere exactly like the Gentiles 
three years' after this epistle was writteri, this enmity by nature - children of wrath. God ,Himself musl cir
culminat~ in the Jewish WRl' against the '~omans, r~-' cumcise 'the human heart if He is to have anybody !Who 
'suiting ,in the most terriibJe suffering that has ever be~n wiIJ love 'Him. For external privileges and advantages 
reCorded ~n human history.::-- " and opportunities' niake·no change in human nature .. 

Laws of Segregation' 'Thus far in the epistle to the E'phesians the ap,?sUe 
. '.' ' ." ", , . . has Ibeen using -the pronouns "you" and "we", sometImes 

'The occaSIon for. thIS' mutual enIll1ty was God s cho~ce addressin'g the Gentiles and sometimes 'the Jews, ,with-
oJ Abraham and tus seed to be a separate and peculIar Qut sPeaking of their differences., 'But now' the enmi,ty 
people. ' B~ the ve~. ~act that"Go~ ch~se Abraha,~ and is introduced for the srp~cifie purpose of showing how 
Israel put up a partItion b,etween them and, the ,pagan the two distinct and warring classes of humanity aI:e 
nations: And 'the Mosaic, legislation Icalled fO,r further, 'brought together 'in one body. Their 1!!l'ity is a miracle 
separat~on. ~o~ almost two -thous~nd years the Jews of grace, and il(l.attributed to the d'eath of Christ wHich 
had been-,a. distInc~ ~nd separa~e people, .the only p~op!e a,boJished the law of separa'tion. 
'on earth wlth, a dIVIDe revelatIon and- WIth a Messiamc 

,hope. One of the' Puritans says 'that the foundation for 
this partition wall was laid in ~e times of A'braham wh~n 
circumcision was first 'instituted, and that -the quarrel. 
l6egan there and then. And' 'that the· ':wall was made 
higher iby 'the Mosaic, legislation, and built still higher 
through the,ages of the prophets u~til Jcs-us Chri~t came 

, to' abolish' an9, break do~ this partiti~n wall be·tween 

The Middle Wall of Partition 1(11. 1~) 

Now in verses eleven and twelve, we have the religious 
,conditions of the Gentiles described while the wall of 
separation ·is standing. He caUs upon the Gentiles to ' 
remember, that in time past they were 'Gentiles, in the 
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flesh, 'Without Christ, aliens from i;he commonwealth of 
Israel, strangers from the covenants of .promise, having 

• no hope, and withou(IGod in the world. To summarize, 
the :Gentiles were afar off while the .J ews were nigh. This 

'does not distinguish between th.em as ·to their nature 
but as to their external 'privileges and· opportunities. 
Apart from an inward work of ·grace, the J ew.s with all 
their' external hiessings were no better than' the Gentiles. 
The Mosaic legislation with all its' institutions had iso
lated the Jews from all the pagan races and had kept 
within the chosen race_ the written revelation .of God. 
The Jews 'Were the only people on earth for nea.rly two 
thousand years· "rith a revela.tion, a written revelation, a 

/ -special revelation, from 'God.' B~t "the choice of the Jews 
.was only the means to an end, something the Jews never 
did understand. With the coming of- Ghrist. the need of 
these Mosaic institutions ceased: Thei·r purpose had been 
serVed, and, as types, had ibeen ful'filIed in IChrist.~hrist 

',. was -the true Priest. the true ISacrifice.· His people. were 
the true Israel of 'God .. He imd 'His 'Yere the true Temple. 
Jesus 'Christ came to found a' kingd.om in which descent 
from Atra'hanl cori1erred'no special' privil~ges. ' 

The' List, of Gentile Miseries 
Paul makes' an eXtended statement of the condition of 

the !GenUles prior tQ -the coming of Christ. They are 
descri:bed as ,being 'Gent-iles in the flesh.' Now this does 
not· refer to what tliey we·re iby nature as unre'generate 
for in that respect they'differed nothing from the Jews 
who were nigh. It rather means that t'he-Gentiles were 
without the ·physical mark of an Israelite and: they were 
nickna:med the Undrcumcision by the Jews, the natural 
Jews who had nothing'ibut handmade circumciS'ion in the 
flesh. And,the natural Jew without heart circumcisi~n 

-'had'a circumcisIon 'in the flesh"t'hat-availed nothing. In 
the past, the Gentiles were without Christ. That had not 
been the condition of the Jews externally speaking. 
,Abraham, the ·father of t'he Hebrews, saw 'Christ's day 
and was glad. The ·Jews in the wilderitess drank of that 
Rock: and that". 'Rock was' Christ. Bu't the 'Gentiles had 
no 'contact with Christ, knew nothih'g\ of any ·Messiah. 
They were without Christ.' They'- were. also aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel The scholars ten us that the' 
word "alien" in ·the' origfual ·p9ints to a la:pse from a 
fOl"mer unity of fellowship .. UniversaUsm characterized 

fourteen we read, "That the blessing of Abraham ,mi1ght 
come on the Gentiles throu'gh Jesus Christ." And' that 
covenant of promise made to -Albraham was the covenant 
<if which Jesus~C'hiist became the surety and the fulfiller. 
'Paul in 'Galatians'says that -ther'law, coming in four 

':hundred' and thirty yea·rs after, could not disamlul this 
covenant of promise that was 'made to Abrallam tnat all 
the nations Of -the earth 'should be blessed through his 
seed, whose seed was Christ: The picture -gets darker 
as we read that the Gentiles were without hope .. HaV'ing 
no revelation from God, they .could h_ave· ·no' objective 
'hope. Hope 'is something' that 'has to be supported by 
faith· and faith has to !be grounded on the Word of .God. 
And- a people Who ·-do not have the :Word of God can 'have 
neither faith nor 'hope. Oh. many of the 'heathen de!lir~d 
:better thin-gs, ibut they had "DO assured hope of: anything 
·better. Mom:msen in his "Hist~ry of Rome" says that 
,in the days of Alexander the Great, it was· a current say~ 
ing thaf-the best o'f . all t'hings was not to be born, and 
the next best was' to die. In the'Roman catacombs where 
millions of ·Christians .dead ,were buried, there' were in-' 
scriptions of ,h,ope ofa :resurrection and eternal glo,ry\ ' 
on their tbmlbs. But, no inscription of hope was. ever 
found' on the tombs af the heathen dead .. Gentiles'were 
without hope ,from Abraham to the Lord· Jesus Chr;ist. 
'The'IGrecian philosophers would even advise suicide and 
the h'istorians tau:ght contempt for, mankind. It.is said 

. that in .Althens, in the times of ISocrate's,. when a criminal 
-yvas condemned to die. he would ·:be allowed to g·pend the, 
last few hours in ·gross sensual indulgence. -So that the 
'only .sentiment the heathen knew was to, . "Eat, drink, 
and !be merry. for tomorrow we dii,e." That is the con
dition of a people.·without a written revelation from God. 

. 'Oh, how we ou·glit to cherish this Boo'k and hug it to our 
'bosoms as· the greatest of all prizes revealing to us a' 
;Hope,'in t'he Lord Jesus IChrist. But there is stHl another 
item in the list of miseries of the Gentiles. They were 
without -God in thewo:i-ld: In ·the .Greek, they are called 
atheists. Anei' yet they had a multiplicity of gods~ ,But 
'those who have' many gods do not have any God, no real 
true ,God. Pald teaches us'that the heathen gods were 
idols .and that an idol is nothing. And those who have 
many go<;is ~er~ atheIsts, without any God. T.hi{pictur~ 
in the· se<:ondchapter of Ephesians is -even da.r'ker than' 
tha't given of human nature- in Romans one, and iIi 
Psalms fourteen and fifty-three. "the first gospel message that was ever recorded in the 

,Word'of God and 'delivered to· man. In Genesis -'three 
'fifteen it is -written that -the seed' of the' woman should 
:bruise the.serPeIit's''head. No'indication of any limitation .' 
in the work af the s~ed of the, woman. The first race pro
bation ended in the sin of Adam. resulting in the fall and 
ruIn of the human race. 'The second· race probation ended 
with the flood, and there was a new beginning with 
Noah. And the third, race probation ended at the tower 
of'Bahel. and- after that the circle was narrowed and 'God 
'chos~ Albrallam and. his seed ·through which aU the ·na
tions of the earth 'Were to be ';blessed. J.ews and Gentiles 
stood apart from A:braham to Christ.. They never met 
'until they met in J.esus Christ. The Gentiles were out
side .the pale of z:eHgiou.s instructions provided for the 
Jews., They. were also strangers -from the covenants of 
promise. The .promise was the promise of the Messiah. 
The covenant had been repeated to Abraha'm, to Isaac, 
,and to Jacob,. and to thei.r descendants. And for that 
reason, they are called covenants of promise. But the 
promise was the promise of a Mess'iah. And the Gentiles 
were strangers to such a promise. Iri Galatians three 

. - 'N. 

The Wall of Partition Broken Do~ (13-19) 

oN ow in verses thirteen to nineteen, we have an alto
gether different picture. "But now' in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes 'Were far. off are made nigh by the blood 
of 'Christ." Let the modernists talk as 'sweetly as they 
will about Jesus Christ. Ibut, there is no salva:tion i,n 

,Christ apa,rt from the shedd.ing of 'His blood, It is not 
IChrist in a manger,' or Ghrist as the miracle worker. or 
Christ on a throne. tha·t brin·gs salvation. but the Christ 
o'f the cross - not just any cross. !but Ghrist Who died 
vicariously on a cross. Oh, they'tell ,us, that the preposi
tion means "in behalf of" .. or "for the !benefit of, others''; 
y~s! but how could Christ's ·death ;be in my .behalf or for 
'my credit if it were riot in my room .and in my stead? 
Yes, we are made nigh Iby. t·he -blood of Christ. Ohrist 
was Of! t'qe cross to satisfy divine 'justice that cannot 
:be ·dispensed with in salvation. -Someone. maybe it was 
Adolph M~d, said "Save the law first, and then you' 
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./ can talk a!bout saving me." 'God's law' is saved in the 
salvation of sinners;' and His law would 'not be saVed if 
soniebody did not bear the penalty of a broken law. ,By 
'His !bl~~Od, Christ affected 'a .double ,reconciliation. ~e 
reconcd 'oth Jew and GentIle to 'God, and also to one'. 
anothe. All 'in Christ 'are friends not enemies. - If .we 
love .Him, we will love His people. John said t.hat one 
of the evidences that he knew that he had passed from 

. death unto· life was that he loved the brethren. Friends 
in Christ .Jesus. Christ made peace by His death on the 
cross. By His deatp. on. the cross, He satisfied the law 

-- 'and abolished! it as a way of . life. In the IColossian letter 
Paul says' that 'He took the law that-was against us, out 
of the way, nailing it to His cross. 'He abolished the law 
of commandments !by suffering the penalty they imp'osed 
against His 'people. On the cross, He bare the sins of 
many and now lives to make intercession for them. I 
:believe it was R. W. Dale in answering the question why 
Christ had so mtle to say a!bout His death, replied, 
"'Christ did not come to preaC'h the 'gospel. He came prim-

- arily ',that" we might have a 'gospel to preach.", He did 
,preach the 'gospel, but this does not have reference to', 
~is p'reac'hing the 'gosp'el while He 'was on earth. Christ 
made peace and then came andl preached peace to both 
Je,rs and 'Gentiles 4uring His ea,tthly ministry. 'His 
'ministry was almost entirely 'lim;ited to the Jews. He 
said while He was on earth, "I amnot sent but unto the 
lost. sheep of the house of Israe!." -And when He sent 'the 
twelve out to 'preach He said, "'Go rather, or only, to 

... the lost sheep of the house of IsraeL" But after His 
death, when He had, made a gospel tQ be preached, He 
came Iback to this world long enough to' commission His' 
church to preach the' gospel to every creature and to 
ma'ke disciples of aU nations. The ministry of ,the church 
is Christ's ministry. And for our, encouragement He has' 
said, ,"Lo, I am' with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world." Christ abolished the law as a covenant of 
works 'by meeting ~its condition, andRe ,abolished the 
ceremoniaUaw :by fulfilling 'its types and shadows. It 
was the ceremonial law primarHy that constituted ~that 
partition wall between ,Jews and Gentiles. In the temple, 
there w~s a court for the Gentiles. And' JoSephUS tells 
1,1B of an 'inscri~Jtion that warned Gentiles not to go 'be

'yond that wall. 'But when Jesus Christ died on the cross, 
that partition waH came down. And- wlJen He died upon 
Calvary, the veil that separated the Holy of Holies from 
the ~oly ,place was rent' in twain from' top to bottom, -in
dicating that peace had been made for any sinner who' 
comes to Him through Jesus Christ. Nobody is shut out 
in ,this day of grace who comes to God through Jesus 
Christ": "For through ~'jm we !both 'have acc~ss by one 
Spirit unto the Father." To trust the Lot:'d Jesus IChrist 
is to find_ourselves in .. the presence of the Fathet:'. 

, Figures 'of Unity 

under the NeW Covenant constitute a spiritual kingdom 
in which there fs neither Jew nor .Gentile, 'but all are one. 
in ,Christ Jesus. Another figure the apostle employs is 
that of a: household or family. 'God's people '~ince the. 
coming, of Christ are a holy tamily in which there are no 
fIeshlrd'istinctions. There are no such class distinctions 
as Jew and 'Gentile, riC'h and poor, master and slave, at 
the father's table. In the Father's house, one is Mast~r 
and 'MI ye are !brethren. 'The greatest is the one who 
volunta,rily makes himself a s~rVant of all. There is ,no 
discriminating legislation in the ~ather's ho~se. 

I HI. 

The One, Building '(20-22) 

Now 'in verses twenty to··twenty-two. the. figure is 
changed' again, and we have the one ibuild'ing, or the one 
temple. He says, "being lbuHt upon the foundation of·the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself. being the 
c~ie'f corner stone." The old temple at" Jerusalem is for
ever gone. ,It wiH, never return under the favour of God. 
But there is a better temple, and the chief corner stone 
in that temple is the Lord Jesus Christ. He 'is the founda
tion laid by the apostles and prophets in their preach
ing. "For other foundation can no man 'lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus ICh,rIst." Jesus ,Christ is the only 
foundation and in this foundation, He is the chief corner 
stone. And here we have the idea of unity 'between Je~ 
and 'Gentile. 'The corne!: stone ':holds the two walls to
,gether, ,so that Jew and Gentile are one iIi the temple of 
'God. The temple of God is composed of all classes united 
in Christ by the grace of/ God: Now'in all these fi'gures 

·the apostle has the church' in mind. As 'an institution 
the church is ,represented as a new man. Jew and Gentile 
joined, together as t,he bride of Christ: The churC'h is a 

,coInntonwealth witli .... all cit"izims' unitea in 'Christ. ' It is 
a:lso a household or a fam-ily 'on eart'h. And, 'it is also the 
temple of God. Now in all these fi'gures "we have ,the 
~urC'h as an abstract institution, just as we speak of 
two indivi,duals made one in mar.riage, or as we s'peak of 
a ,commonwealth, or a family, or a temple. Now when 
any of these institutions employed- as fi'gures o'f the 
church -becomes -concrete and operative, it has to Ibe in 
a particular husband and wife, a particular common
wealth, like the commonwealth of Kentucky, one ,particu
lar fa'mily, or some partjcular temple .. When we speak 
of a husband and wife 'being one, we do not mean that 
all the hus:bands are shaped into on~ !big husban'd and 
that all the wives f:ormed, iilto one !big wife. When we 
speak of a commonweaIth, we do not ma'ke aU the nations 
into one big commonwealth. When we speak of the 
household or the family, we do not mold aU the families 
into one .big family. Each ·particular family is the whole 
family. Each particular church is the whole' church. In 
writjng to th~ church -at 'Corinth, Paul said, "If there
fore the Whole church 'be come together into one place." 

Now to :illl!strate this unity between Jew and Gentile, But that could- not be· said if the churC'h is one big uni
the apostle uses a series of figures. The first fi,g'ure is versa,1 something. with !members scattered over all the 
that of marriage by which two individuals' become one. eal'th. r', The whole church could not come together on 
The Jew and Gen-tHe are Imade one new man in Christ- earth. 'When we say the Whole church does something, " 
that He might make"of the twain on,e 'new man in Him:; it must be the whole church located on the corner of Jar
self. The ne~t fi'gure is that of a commonwealth. He vis 'and' Gerrard', or the whole church in some other loca
says, "Ye are no more' strangers and· foreigners, but ,tion: If we want to use scriptural 'ianguage and talk 
feIlowcitizens with the saints." The saints under the New about 'what the whole clturch a(!l an institution is doing 
Covenant are .what the Jews were under the Old Coven- over the 'World, we say "all the churches are doing thus, 
ant. They are a separated and a consecrated people, sepa- . and so:" 'So speaking a!bstractly, we may say that the' 
rated from thewo,rld and consecrated to :God. The saints . church is a temple: But speaking concretely, each par-
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ti.eular church is a temple. The only temple that God ·has 
in t.his gospel age is the church made up of individual, 
Iborn-agai~ members, indwelt individually and collectively 
hy the Holy Spirit. . 

. ·.CONTROVERSY , 

MAN! religious persons.!have a ~~ad of. 'controversy, 
and wish truth to be stated 'Wlthout .reference to 

• those who hold the opposite errors. Controversy' and a 
Ibad spirit are, in their estimation, synonymous terms, 

, Verse twenty-one is rendered in the American Stand- and strenuously to oppos.e what is wrong is considered 
'ard Version like this: "In whom each several building as contrary to Christian meekness. 'rhose who hold this 
fitly !,ramed togeth~.r gro,!e~h into !ln, holy t~'ple in the opinion seem to overlook what every .... page of the New 
Lord. Each church IS a s·pmtual buIldmg of hvmg stones: Testament lays before us. In all the history of our Lord 
growing into an holy temple in the Lord. There are two Jesus .Christ, we never find him out of controversy. From 
words for temple in the !Greek New Testament. And the \ the moment he entered on the disCharge of his office 
word used here is not the word that includes all the build- in the synagogue· of Nazareth, until he expired on the 
ings of the temple, scattered over the temp·le. mountain, cross, 'it was an uninterrupted scene of controversy. Nor 
including courts, 'porticos, treasu·ry, barracks, sanctuary did he, with all the heavenly: meekness which in him 
and all. The word in our text is the word which means the shone so hriJghtly, treat error and truth without a refer
inner sanctuary, the Holy: of Holies, the dwelling-place of en~e to, those who held them, or study to avoid ·giving its 
God. :So each particular church is a little sanctuary 'proper appellation to 'those corruptions' in doctrine or 
where God dwells in the person of the H'oly iSpirit. . And practice that ~ndangered the inte~sts of immortal soul~. 
so in verse twenty-two we read that the Ephesian was His censu.res were not confined to ;toctrines, ·but included 
such- a church. "In whom ye also ... " You. Ephesians are the abettors of false'princi,ples themselves. 

The Inner Temple 

builded together for an habitation, not a part of an ·habi
tation, for an habitation of. 'God, through the -Spirit. In 
first eorinthians three sixteen Paul says to the Corinth
ians, "Know ye not that ye are a. temple of 'God, and that 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" The only way we 
can give ·glory to God through the church as 'an institut
tion 'is to ~be "fa'ithful and loyal to the church as con
crete and operative in the local assem\>ly to which we 
may 'be fortunate enough to 'belong. I do not know of 
any other way to ,give ,glory to ·'God through the church 
'except to be a faith-ful mem'lfer of some particular temple 
indwelt by the Holy Ghost. 0 

The A.nnual Letter: . 
The announcement on the 'back Plige reminds our readers 
that this is y.:our last opportunitr to send your gift to 
THE GOSPEL WITN~S if you would, have it reach us be
f:ore 'the end I()f 'the ,fi'sdl year. U you have not already 
responded, seItd along the letter to~dI8Y! THE GoSPEL 
WITNEss offering here in Jarvis !Street was a very lai'ge 
one, and show~d no decrease over last" year, so t.hat we 
have much for \Vhich to ·praise God. 

THE DOCTRINES OF GRA.CE 
For some weeks now we have not mentioned Dr. 
Shields' Ibook, The Doctrin£8 of Gra.ce in these 
pages. Despjte our· silence on this volume, there 
has been a ,good, steady sale that is gratifying. If. 
you have not ,received a copy of this fine work, send 
'$2.50, and we will mail a copy to you. I ' 

Seminary Pro.pectW . 
Any young people. who feel callede-.to the Lord's service 
should write for the forthcoming Seminary Prospectus. 
It contains a detaiied description of the· courses offered 
in Toronto Baptist Seminary, and qther necessary de
tails. Write to-day' to The Registrar, 887 Jarvis St., Tor-
onto 2, Ontario. .- 1. ( 

, \ 

And as to the 8Ipostles, their epistles are 'generally con
troversial. Most of them were direct1y written for the 
expr.ess pu·rpose O'f v"indicatin,8' truth and opposing error, 
and' the authors of heresies do not escape with' an abstract 
condemnation' of their false doctrine. - Paul again and 
again most indignantly denounces the conduct of opposers 
of the 'gospel, and ,by name points out those against whom 
he 'cautions his ·brethren. When Hymenaeus and Alex
IInder erred concerning the faith, and when he delivered 
them unto 'Satan, that they might learn not to ·blaspheme, 
he did not compliment them as amiable ,and learned per
sons. Even the apostle, who treats most of love, and 
who possessed so much of that spi.rit which was emin
ently manifested in the divine Master, does 'not avoid 
controversy; 1101' in controversy does he study to avoid 
severity of censure on the opposers of the truth. 

In the examples of opposing error left on .record for 
our imitation, we perceive nothing of that 'frigid spirit 
of indifference wliich smiles on the corrupters of the 
Word of God, and s·huns to call heresy by its proper name. 
With what holy indignation d.o the apostles denounce 'the 
sulbtlemachinations of the enemies of the gospel! In 
vain shall we look among those faithful servants of !:he 
Lord for anything to justify that trembling reserve which 
fears to say decidedly that truth is truth,' or that error 
is er·ror. In What style, indeed, should pe~ersions of the 
truth O'f 'God he censured? Ought they to be treated- as 
m,ere matters of opinion on which we D;lay iqnocently and 
safely differ?, Or ought they to Ibe met in a tone of 
solemn, strong, and decided disapprobatjon? Paul warned 
Christians against men Who. arose from among them
selves, "speaking .perverse thing's to draw away disciples 
after them," and instead' of complimenting false teachers 
in his day, denounced' an angel from heaven on the sup
position of his preaching another 'gospel. And if an 
apostle 'Was withstood to the face • 'when he was to be 
blamed, are the writings of those who subvert the .gospel 
to be ·passed without rebuke? 

While a spirit, of lukewarmness and indifference to 
truth is advancing under the mask of charity and .liber
ality, there is a loud call on all Christians to "stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the 
faith of the gospel," to .present a firm and un"ited phalanx. 
of opposition to error under every name, .fr?m whatever 



" c 

,.-

, , 
- . .... ......... 

, March 29,1956 120(796) THE GOSP~L WITNE~ and PR:.o'rESTANT ADVOCATE 

qua,rter it may approach, and- ,not to "stumble in their 
ways from' the ancient paths, to'walk in paths; 'in a way 
not cast up; to make th_eir l!J,nd desolate." (Jer. 'xviii. I5h 
~·Thus saith the Lord, 'Stand y'e,-in the ways, and see and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way"and walk 

,therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." Should 
believers bElcome unfaithful to their trust, and 'be seduced 
to abandon their protest against 'false doctrines, :they may 

'ga'in .the approbation of the world; but what ,will this 
avail when compared with the favour of God? But if 
with prayer to God, in the use of the appointed means, 
they contend earnestly for the truth; Uren they may 
expect the, gracious fulfilment 'of that ,blessed, promise, 
"iWhen the' enemy shall cOme in like a flood, 'the !Spirit of 
the Lord: shall lift u,p a standard against him." 

-HALDANE 

" 

REL.IG,IO,N J-N RUSSIA 
, ~tich passing,daj seems io bring forth 1aew and ~onflicting report~ about 'the 
state of ,religim:r- in the' $oviet Union. One fJf'tic(e recently commended itself', 

I ' to tIS by reason of its cfJf'e/ul analysis. ,It appefJf'ed in "The Globe and Mail'" of 
'March 26 in the'colum.~' ON THE RECORD by columnist Dorothy:Thtimpson,. 

, This col,umn is released ,by Bell Syndica~ Inc. 
-Editor~ ~HE GOSPEL WITNESS 

" , 
New York:-'A' delegation of the' National ,'Council of ' 

Churches (Protestant) has' recently returned iromthe 
~o:viet Union and, some of its members are ~eporting 
their findings. , ' 

.. ' Charles Coolid~ge Parlin in the Chicago Daily News 
Service declares.that religion is not dead, in: Russia, :but 
that the church lives and carries on 'its work. Church 
members' even outnumber t'he Communist Party, he' re
ports, 'with the Orthodox ,Church alone numbering' 50,-
000,000 to the .communist ,Party's 6,QOO,000. " , , 

I do not ta:ke issue with Mr. P~rlin's:facts and figures, 
but I ;believe one can' dro!lw very misleading conclusions 
from thermo ' 

Before the revolution, and with the exception of a few 
P,rotestant sects and: the ,Moslems of the East, alI Rus
sians, almost ,without exception, were ,Orthodox Chris-
Nana. Even' when they questioned. certain orthodox' 
dogmas and' practices, as d,id Leo Tolis'toy ~and iPerter 
Kropotkin, they shared with Dost'oevs:ky the conviction 

• that the social regeneration of Russia would come 
through the' aPPlication' 'of the teachhi'gs of -Ghrist., If 
the!]., to"day. Russian "orthodoxy embraces only'some 22 
per cent of the Russian population, as Mr. Parlin reports, 
there has 'been' a tr~endous faIIin'g aWll-Y .• ' , 

'Bu~ far more,-inipor,tant than the nu~bers of enrolled 
,believers is their status. What do they count for? How' 

, widespread is their infhience?, My: own',rHsearch into this 
ques~~(:m indicated that it 'il! ,practically nil. 

, .'.' * '( 
Russia is organized in a caste system. Even the 'base 

of this 'pyramidal hierar~hy is not wide. 'Six or seven 
million Communists are. less than 4 per ,cent of the 
estimated population, but' th~y' are the 'only ones who 
count. Their numher 'is d:esignedly limited. . It is, hard, 
to join the Communist Party and, not difficult to he 
'd'ropped out of it.T,hus less than -4 per cent ,direct not 
only Russian 'political and social life b~t all, indu~ry, 
commerce:, educatio.n, art, and 'cultu:r:e. And they, are all, 
and by compulsion, atheist. 

'Suppose the churches are crowded. What does it'mean ? 
'Before the revolution there 'were 600 churehes in Mos

cow" which was then ~ fa,r snialler City than it'is today, 
Now t:bere are 50 churches, the ,rest, having been razed, 
turned into museums or put to other uses. There are 
enough, believing Christians among 7,000,000 Muscovites 

to support 50 churches and! even. pay their priests rela
tively well. But the, church exists by having come- to 
terms with the' 'atheistic regime, .... confining, itself ei':-' 
clusively to matters not o·f this world or to such teach~ 
ings as, t'he regime approves. ,The Baptists,' for 'instance,_ 
impose a 'ban on tobacco and alcohol, and, since tobacco is 
e~pensive and communism itself is fighting, alco~o1ism, 
it welcomes co-operation in such matters. 
~ut a Ohristian criticism of social and political ac· 

tions does not exist. No churchman, in the name 'of 
Christ, has !!ondemned the mercilessness of Soviet jus

"tice, the sla,ve labor camps: nor dared to challenge the 
official ;alt.heism~ 
r- * ;* * 

In early revolutionary days the c'hurC'h was cruelly 
persecuted as the ally of capitalism and exploitation, and 
God and. Christ openly" offici any and foully blasphemed. 
The church, in those 'days, produced tens of thousands 
of Christian martyrs. 'Beside the shrine of the Iberian', 
virgin' a sign 'Proclaimed "Religion Is the Opiate of the 
People". 

ISuch ,persecution has ended. Tod~y the r.egime, hav- ' 
iDig effectively broken ,the 'Power....:ot the church, has no 

, aversion to whatever "opiate" comfort it may' furnish 
the dumb, driven masses. , , 
'I:aut the end, 'of the persecution is not a victory for 

Christianity. ~t registers, instead, a victory for atheistic 
commun'ism, that today can tolerate the church because 
it has :broken the sword of its militancy and' reduced it 
to effective impotence. 

The day that any churchman dares say to the;s'ecillar ' 
'Power, "In the rlame of God desist!" I will .helijeve in a 
ChrisNan revival in the Soviet Union. \ ' 

But I fear t:hat something worse has happened to the 
church than persecution. That is accommodation. And 
if such. articles as, 'Mr. Parlin's (th'ough lam sure. that 
was not ,his purpose) awaken the comfortaJble 'belief that 
Christianity and communism are com'patible and can co
exist as equals, a serious blow will be- dealt to those who 
believe that ,Christianity is more than keeping ,churches 
open ~ or even fiIle~- but is a belief and a way. of life, 
that permeate every attitude taward the meaning! of 1if~ 
and the fundti'Ons of'society. ' 

(Released by Bell Syndicate Inc.) 
-The Globe and Mail 
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,The' Spiritu,al Impli~ati,ons~ of the' R~surret;:fiQn·. 
O'N'E of the best substantiated events in human his- with the risen, glorifi"ed Christ, not serve to cUr,b the 

tory is ~the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. power of sin in our lives? Does this thou·ght. Mt cause 
No other event of that day in which he lived has the us to desire to walk apart from the beggarly elements 
eyewitnes's testimony. of so many trustworthy persons,' of, the world? I·s, this not the highest scriptural ·grounds 
so that the careful investigator is ,forced to' accept this. upon which to plead the truth of separation from worldH-, 
stupendous occurren-ceas an historical fact. D0":l ness r ' ,', '" , . 
,through tJh~ ages there echoes and re-echoes Ibhe angelic Recogn'izing that the heart is the source of the,.trou·ble, 
voice heard 'by the perplexed women at the empty tomb.: Paul further urges "set your affections on things aibove"., 
"Why seek ye the liv,illlg among the dead?" If the mind' aloqe contemplates -these ele~atillig thoughts, 

The :Bi-ble clearly teaches that the physical resurrection there may be little, change in conduct or motive. ,T~e 
of Jestis Christ from the dead has certa'in definite im- , apostle therefore probes·to the very depths of the problem 

'plicationsto the Ibeliever.' We are told that we are de- ,and lays his finger upon the'flYJn the oitment - mari~s 
clared just u'pon the ,basis of His return from the tomb heart. He knows that ,the ,Biblical descrip'ti~n of' 'the 
'in -triumph. Indeed" Paul states that our faith is ground- heart of man, 'regenerate andi unrege~erlUe, is -that it. 'is 
less, and' our hope for eternity is baseless if it can 'be deceitfuL!nd desperately wicked. O~ ea·rth or the thought 
s'hown that the -Son of God never emerged from Joseph's of earthly things there is',no help for this pressing ill -, 
cavern. '~Set your affection'S on -things above". 
, In Paul's. epi'Stle to the Colossians, the ,great apostle No man will ever rise a-bove ,the level of the things that' 

sets 'forth for the Ibeliever certain spiri·tual implications occupy his affections. If his 'inner ,being is continually 
of the resurrection of Christ. There he says, "If ye then dwelling upon :base thoughts and desires" his whole life 
be risen with Christ, seek those things Which are above, will be dragged'down to that -level. If, h,e' could soar on ' 
where Christ sitteth on -t1;l.e right hand of God. Set your eagle's wings, then his affections must be on those things 
affection on things a:bove, not on things on the earth." that are far above himself. The Psalmist, knowing this, 
(Col. 8:1, 2). The ,resurrection,.he says, should draw declared, "I will lift up mine eyes)unto the hills from 
the saint's eye Godward, and cause him to live in an- Whence cometh my'help". 'A view of the. plairts and val
otlier sphere: that, is unknown to the unbeliever. leys of earth ahout could not help his spirit; if he were 

to be 'blessed -hIs eyes must 'be upon 'higher things. When
ever we thin'k of the' resurrection~of Ohrist we rejoice 
to ,recall that it is ~n historical"fact, arid we will strenu
ously oppose any who would deny: this .. At -the 'same- time 
we know full well that this spiritual' im,plication 'arises 
ou't 0If the hlistiortiOO:J. fuund.aJtion' and makes it incumbent 
upon every believer 'i~the litgh-t of the recurrection to 
live upon a high~r-I~vel. 

"what does P~ul mean by prefacing his teae-hing by the 
words: ."If ye then be risen with Christ ?." He is clearly 
declariilg -that the spiritual attitude which he is about -to 

, describe is' p6ssilble only to those who are sayed: Often 
in the" W ol'd ,of, -God the' regeneration of the believer is' 
pictured as a re!!lurrection. For instance in Ephesians' 
we are told that "even when ~e were dead in sins, (-he) 

, 'bath quickened us together with ·enrist, (lby g,race ye 
are saved,;) and' hath raised us up together; arid made ,u~ 
sit 'together in. heavenly ·places in .Ghrist Jesus." Thus 
here 'in 'IOoloss'ian's the 'apostle desires to make /it very A QUESTIONABLE INGREDIENT '~F 

, clear that 'spiri·tual 'blessings Me 'available only to those POPULARITY. . 
"who have ibeen resurrected' from their sins. ,It would ,. / ' ""One-third voice and· personal presence, one-third selec-

be futile to exhort a sinner to !let his mind. upon things t'ion of sensational topics, ap,d one-third: heresy,'; accord
a:bove ,for 'b'is mind,naturally has found, a lower level. 

• ' J iug to the Boston JoumaJ, are the ,ingredients for'making 
,On the' basis of the ibeliev,er"s identification with "a popular preae-her". We are very much' afraid ',that 

'Christ in iRis resurrection, we are told to "seek those this is true in certa'in 'regions; and we are quite sure 
, th'ings which are' above". '\V·hat a, sad' com~entary even' that some young ,preachers think so. The -last third:is 

upon ,renewed human nature! ' We mtist -be urged to seek the easiest ingredient to' oIbta-in, and so they make it se
those thingiHht are'associated.'with the One to Whom' cure. Any pretender,can ,be heterodox:' you need neither \ 
we owe everythi;ng! Even small c'hild:ren are more grate- study, nor think, nor pray in order .to stirpa!!s ~ll others 
ful to ,earthly benefa~toi's th~n are we to the One Who in this line. 'Notoriety can, be 'gilined; at once ,by jtist, 
has rescued'us from- the 'pit of hell. '.. , being singular, and setting up to know 'oetter than those' 

We need to remin:d' ou'rselves. continually that our posi- around ,you. Everj'lbody will talk a..bout you at onc~, and 
tioIY in Christ is secure and 'et~rnally 'unchangeable if you c~n impress yourself upon their m~mo.ries by saying 

: we Me saved. At 'the same time we are apt to ,be living , something very cutting and impudent, and, as :nearly 
, at a :pOor dying' rate that ''hean religion" is at' a low bla:sphemous as you dare to ,make it. Bitt. is 'this a 'noble 

, 'ebK As an 'antidote to this rt,lalady, Paul· points us to a:m:biltic;m? 'tOan ,this be rtJ4e. equrse of a ~raI). ot ~d,? We 
the 'fact tnat since we .are raised wilih 'Christ, we should think not.' Perish the popularity' which comes -by- any 
s~ek: Iflhe th~n'gs that are albo.ve, 1lhat our exJperlmental doctrine ,but tlhe truth,' or Iby any means -but that 'of 
condition may con.foim, more closely with (,)u·r exalted soiemn, earnest well-doing! Em\!..'tY' )ensation!'Hism pet:. ... 
position. ' / ' ishes like ' the gr,een 'hel\b, 'and'heresy dies like a' noxio~s .,; 

rr,his exlfortlltion' could have many-practical applica- wee~'; 'but the. faithful preacher of the, word shall be-'.. ' 
tions !1nd _prolb"a'bly some have 'already arisen in the mind had lD everla!!ltmg remembrance. 
of the read~. ,Does the contemp,lation of our assoCiation 

:.; 
~; 11. ~PUR~N. 
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THE RAVEN OF WINSLADE QUAR.R.Y 
Winstade is a small town in En'gland, 'famous fer its 

stone quarries. 'Some y~ars ago a·n incident occurred 
there .. which strikingly illustrates tIJU! providence' of God. 
The ~en were at work in t~e lower part of the quarry. 
Directly above was' a great mass of over-lhan-ging rock. 
Dinner-time caine; Ibut. just as they were getting ,ready 
for it a raven flew down, picked up' the little· parcel which 
contained the dinner of one of the miners and flew away 
with it. The mall of course did, riot. want to lose his 

. dinner, so ibe ran after the bird, ,thinking ,that she would: 
·soon· hf!.ve to stop' and· lay down her !heavy ·burden, and 
then he would'get ibis dinner again. 

His companions wished to see the fun, and' they joined 
in the chase. The bird was ,stronger than ·they thought, 
and 'le4 them a long way o'ff before sihe alighted .. Bu,t 
at last she flew down the side of 'a steep and dangerous 

'~ut just as Tim was reaching over the fence, and ·had 
seized a .branch of the beautiful roses, the gardener spied 

. him, and dropping a basket that was in his hand, he 
rushed after the ,boy and caught him. He told 'him that 
if he ever found him doin-g that again, he would see that 
the boy_was' punished for taldrig things that" did not 
belong' to hi~. . 

In the meantime little Charlie had gone 'up the.steps 
and rung' the -door-bell. The door was opened immedi
ately ·by a kind~looking lady. . -:--. .-

'''Please, 'Ma'am, will you give me a rose or ,two for 
my' sick sister?" asked Charli'e. 

"Yes, indeed, my littl~ ,man," sai! the lady.' "I have 
been s'itting at the window, and I have heard your con- -

. versation with the iboy who wished you to steal some of 
my' roses, and I'm very glad to see that you would not 
steal 'even a flower'. Now come with me, and I will cut 
you a beautiful ,bunch of roses." Then she asked,.,pim 
a:bout his mother and sister,and told him to come and' 
get some flowers whenever his sister wanted them.' 

After this she went to see his sick sister and mother, 
and helped them in many ways. :She kept up her;'interest 
in 'Charlie, 'and when he had done :going to 'school she got 
him a' good positIon and l'ema~ed his friend for life. 

If we do right, God will t;lurely reward and bless us. 

-The Liglft .of the W orltl. 

Bible School Lesson Undine 
precipice and laid the bundle on a projecting rOCk. She 
seemed to feel she was safe there, and so she was, for 
no one wa·s willing to .ris'k his life !by attempting 00 go 
down that periloUS plaee. Then .the men ,gave up the chase 
an:d -went back' to the quarry. On .reaching the spot they Vol. 20 'SeCond' Quarter Lesson 2 \ April 8, 1956 

found to their surprise that a 'great mass of rock had ------------------..... ---
fallen down just where they woulii have !been 'eating their OLIVE L. CLARK,' Ph.D. (Tor.) 
dinner. n would have crushed them to death if the raven 
had not come down and tak~n them away in time to save LIFE AFTER DEATH 
them. Thus:God made use of that Ibi.rd· to save ,the lives' Lesson Text: Luke 16:19-31. , 
of those men. Here we see tlhe wonderful working of Golden Text: "u they hear not !Moses and the prophets, 
God's !providence. . neIther wiill ,they be persuaded, though one rose from . 

-Th~ Life of Our Lord by Newton. 

BRAVE CHARLIE 
If we 'have courl:!-ge to refuse to do what-is wrong, we 

shall-be reWarded' for it, either here or hereafter. .' 
Two little boys were walking along a: village street one 

-day, when they stopped 'before thegard~ connected with 
a ,gentleman's house, and gazed. with' admiration on the 

. many ,beautiful flowers that were ·growing there. 'Pres
ently the smaller of t~e two boys exclaimed;' "0, how I 
wish I had one .. or two of those beautiful roses to take 
home to my sick s"ister! Every day she flays she wished 
she could see some flowers' again." 
. '"Then, why don't you ta'ke 'som~ of them,· you' little 

goose," said· the other boy. '~Here, 1 am taller than you, 
and I can £each over the fenoo. I'll get some for ·both 
of-us." , 

'''No,' no, Tim," said: the little boy,- se"izing his arm' 
'~I . wouldn't' steal' ev. a flower, if I never had one 'i~ 

.. 'the world; 'but iI'll go in and ask the lady for a r~se for 
Ellen." . 

"Well, you'll only get sent away for your pains," sa'id 
the older boy; "for my part, I shall help myself." 

r 

f"'". 

the dead."-Luke 16:31. ., . 
The p3.ralbles of the Lost . 'Sheep, the LOst Coin and the 

Lost Son present the Gospel in the fonn of an appeiil. The 
,parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, if' indeed it be a 
parable, contains a solemn lWarning for aU who do not obey 
'the Gospel, and we must not forget that· the Gospe'l is a 
command, as weli as an invitat~on (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; 
17:30). Christ lifted ·the veil and gave to His follow\!rs -a 
,glimpse of the life beyond the grave, the comtort of the 

. blessed: and ,the anguish of the lost. 
People dare not trifle 'With God's ~inanlCes. Urge pupils 

to ·close wiJ;h God's offer of merey while they ·may (rsa • 
55:6, 7; John- 3:36). The solemn truths herein disclosed 
show the necessity of the death of Christ. He alone ,could 
save us fTom etem'a:l death. The language used in Scripture 
to des'Criibe 'heH and the condition of the lost may be figura
tive, but if .the figure M/f\;errible, what about the reaIi'ty? 

The· ri~ man ij'Ved in selfish ease and luxury, al thoug.h 
.this was not the reason for 'his condemnation. He was ' 
justifying himself, and trulttiD!g in ,the __ hig'h esteem in which -
men held him;' God was not in all his thoughts (Psa. 10:4). 
On the other hand, Lazarus itrusted ~ the Lord; 'his' name' 
means ''God is my help". '. 

God cares for ij:is own; lJIe 'giveth 'His beloved sleep (Psa. 
127:2; 116:15). Angels were called' to . convey ·Lazarus to . 
the unseen world of the dead. The rich man waS not· so 
honoWred; the record mere'ly state~:"The rich man also died, 
and was buried."· . 
. The-tp'lalceto whiCh ·the dead were escorted is calJIled in ·the 
OlcVTestament ·Sheol,. apd iii ithe "New ,TetlltMneDt, Hades 
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. (Greek for '.',heli", verse 23). Before·t:he resuNelCtion of 
Christ this place was divided into tlwo sections·, separated by 
"·a great 'gIl'lf". The saints were in one 'Section, called Para
I:l.ise, or Albraham's 'Bosam, whereas ~e !Wicked dead were in 
,the o'ther section. . A:£ter His deatJh our Lord descended into 
H:ades (-Eph. 4:8-10), and "took C8JP,tiviity iCaptilVe" as He 
ascended" !into heaven, when He earned with Him the 'Spirits 
of the just. ISiJIICe is ascension, Paradise is in heaven (Luke 
·23:43~ 2 COr. 12:1-4), and :those Who die in the Lorti go 
immeaiately into His presence (2 CoIr. 5:8). 

The anguish and hopelessness of the former ·rich man are 
vividly pol'!l;rayed. He was !Conscious, retained fu:TI possession 
of the JUSlt. Since His ascension, Paradise is in ib.eav~n (Luke 
tense· pain of some sort. His 'Prayer for mercy was too late. 
,He should have sou:ght 'the Lord when' he had the opportunity. 
H!is prayer for his· Ibrothers was also :too late. . Moreover, 
they were rejecting Ithe means of light whi'ch was open to 
,t'hem - the 'Old Testament Scriptures. . 

What a sad commentary 'IlIpOn the darkness df men's souls 
we find in verse 31! M·any tod'ay are Hke the evil brothers; 
they will not 'bellielVe; elVen alth9u:gh Christ has· risen from 
the dead Ito prove 'His claim as the Son of, God and as the 
Saviour of men. . 

The eternal destiny of men is determined !by ,their attitude 
to Christ while they are ~n ithis life. Urge ;t'he srcholars to 
accept Christ to-day and to IilVe for Him, and' then they will 

, be as'sured of livinJg wittb Christ for ever in eternal blessed./" 
n~. .. . 

Daily Bible .Readings 
April !---lIn 'Paradise '\Vi,tJi 1Cbrist .... : ................... \Luke 23:39-43 
Apri'l ~o be with Christ is Far !Better ............ Phil. 1:12-26 
April 4-Present ,with the Lord ......... :\ ..................... 2 Cor. 5:1-10 
April I5-Life and' Immortality ................................ 2 Tim. 1 :3-12 
April 6-Power of Deat'll. Destroyed : ..................... Reb. 2:10-18 
April 7-The Keys of Death .......... : .............................. Rev. 1:9-16 
Aprit 8-The New Heaven ............................................. Rev. 21:1-8 

.... . 

Suggested ,Hymns 
Wbt though the accimer roar! 
For ever with the Lord! 
In the i~d of fadeless day. 
There's a land that is fai4'er than day. 
By Jordan's stormy banks I stand. 
Hark, hark, my soull 

-
TRYING TO BELlEYE 

. IT IS a .. common thi~g to hear an· a~ious enquirer say, 
"I wIll try to beheve." Now, ,tilllS means, "I do ndt 

believe what God s~ys, and I intend ,to remain an un
believer, unless I ·get soinething more than his bare word 
to . convince me." Tryipg to believe 'generally means 
persevering in givin·g God the lie. It is a sort of hard
·hearted confession of Present unbelief, and' a cunning 
excuse for abiding in it. It ins·inuates that God is ask
ing' of us· more than 'he ought, and! we are generously 
doing our best to oblige him·; or else ·that what he has 
to say is so like a .falsehood that we shall require a deal 
of explanation before we can accept u. Ask youI' own 
brother how he would· like to hear you say to him, "I 
win try to believe you." You use no earthly friend. in 

'a manner so insulting. 
- Canon Hoare met with a man who saill he was trying 
to '~elieve, and he pictured him .as lying at the bottom 
of a deep pit. The Lord, Jesus was at the top, and the 
man was trying to climb up to him. "You will never 
reach him," said the canon. Month after month the man 
was still trying, but he had come no further; and he 
would' never have come further if' he had not altered his 
method~ and just'trusted Jesus to lift him out from 
where he was. - If tn-is man could have climbed to ch.rist 
by his own trying he 'Would have been out of the pit, and 
needed no ISaviour. We set Jesus aside when we think 
of doing anYthing in our own str~ngtli; ay, even when 
.we ,talk of trying to believe in him. True faith comes by 

a conviction of the truth, and not by an effort of the 
will: "it is therefor~ to 'l>e gained by' yielding up the mind 
rather ·than !by exercising any mental strength; A man 
does not try to recline, nor make an effort to fall, nor . 
la·bour to learn. We mistake ,believing when we talk of 
it as some 'great and difficult achievement at-which. all' 
must try and try again. No, dear heal't, believe without 
trying. ,May the Lord win thy confidence at once! 
. If a man really wishes to believe anything, he hears 

alb out it, and when he is convinced that U is true he 
beIlives·it. Thus fwith cometh iby h~~ng, ndt 'by itrying. 
We hear the gospel; we know· it is true; we believe it, 

. and live. We hear of Jesus; 'We are sure ·he can save us; 
we trust him, and he saves us. What is ,there to try at in . 
this? . -=....C. H. :gPURGEON 

. The Keystone of the Arch 
It is no exaggeration to say that th~ whole fa:bric of 

Christianity, and all Christ's worth as a witness to God, 
stand or fall with· the fact of His resutrection. If you 
pull out. that keystOne, down comes the arch. ·There may} 
still·be fair carving on some of the fallen fragments, but 
'it is no longer an arch that spans the-great 'gulf, and· 
has a firm pier on the other side. IStrike·away the resur
rection and you fatally damage the witness of Jesus .. 
You cannot strike the supernatural out of Christianity, 
and keep the ·natural. The two,are so inextricably woven 
together that to wrench away the· one lacerates the other, 
and makes 'it bleed, even to death. [f ,Christ !be not risen 
we have nothing to preach, and· you have no~hin:g to ,be
lieve. 'Our preaching and your faJth are alike vain: 
ye are yet in ybur sins. Grace·and peace come from faUh 
in the "first ,begotten from the dead". 

:""'ALEXANDER 'MACLAREN 

All sinners out of Christ are under the power o1j. Satan . 
They·belong unto that kingdom whereof he is the prince 
and ruler .. However men may flatter themselves that 

. they are free, as the Jews of old did, y~t if they are not 
freed by an interest in the death of Christ, they are in 
b;ondage unto this 'beastly-tyrant, and a's he works effectu
ally in them here, he· will razingly inflict 'vengeance on 
them hereafter. - -:JOHN OWEN 
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<> 1ft Print ·A.gtJittll 
FIITY YEARS IN THE 
CHURCH OF ROME 

B. I 
FATHER CIIARLES M. CBINIQUY 

. :After 70 1ea:J:8 tihfs • stm OM al the .,. 
books on 1I1e' 4natde II'Ilor)r al the Roman 
Church. It ta wrlt:ten by.a tormer CanadlaD 
Priest wtboae Cbaraoter .... u fneproachable. 
Even 'hi. auper.lors pve 1fl0wingtelrl:l!Dioily 
01. bi. abBitty and charaeIler. 

EVBRY'PROTESTANT SHOULD 
READ IT! 

'lbia is not a pBmpHert or booJdst but •• 
.72 page, cloth boImd .dlume. PrIee $3.71. 

. WRITE NOW FOR YOUR COpy . 
THE GOSPEL W1TlQ:88 
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16 '(800) March 29, 1956 

';"KEEP"O'U"R P.OSTMA,N 8,U·SY! 
.' Only One More. Week in Mitll to Answer tile Editors Annu,,1 Letter. 

Yes, The' Gospel Witness financial' year comes to an.' end on Saturday, 
March 3t On that. d~y' we ~hall close the books. If you have not .a~i' yet 

.. ' answered ·the Edit~r~s Annual l~tteri -~~n't delay any "I~nger'! Just"fill in 'the 
handy torm ~elow and mail to our office. We shall sc~n the mail for your re,ply. 

..... , . 

?/J1.u1l qiJh R.no.6lR JJ./J 10 ;w;m IJw.uA4ndA .IIIIJItR. 

o 

Dear Reader:-' 
. " 

The Gospel Witness ~s a missionary paper that seeks to win souls, instruot 

.... believers and warn against error. The income from s~bscr.iptions does not 
I." • 

neariy m~et the expenses. Your help 1s urgentiy needed. All gifts~ill be 

, grat'efully reoei ved. Thousands of dollars are ~ needed if we are to expand 
, 

this printed ministry. ~y I hear trom ~ou tOda~', 

" 
\ Yours in the Gospel, . , 

/ 

LESLIE K. ~ARR, EDITOR. . 

.----~-~~-~~-~-~---------------------------~---~-----------(Plea.se t'ear off and return this portion) 
I •• • ." , I j ' .~ • 

THE'GOSPEL WITBESS 
- 130 Gerrard' St. East, 

Toronto 2, Canada 

Dea~ Xr. farr: . , 
Enclosed tind.my-GIrT,ofl~ __ ~ __________ ~ ____________ ~~ ____ __ 

tow~rd THE GOSPEL WITNESS.Fund, 'in response 'to 'your ~u~l Letter~ 
. \ .'. 

" ' 

" ~ame:, ______________ ~ __ ~~ __ ~ __ ~ __ ~ ______ ~~ __________________ ~_ 
I \ 

Address: __________ ~------------------~------------~--~~----------"0" I 
'0' 

" . . 

NOTE:' The ~ain purpose of this lett~r h to 's,ol:rc~t gifts over imd ab()ve,,: 
I . , 

rene~alS. . B~t it· y~.ur ~u,~sor~~tiozi' to 9ur' 'p2;lper is about.· io' ~xpir;,and yO~ 
" speoi~llydesire 'ihat the amount ot'ilierenew2;ll. of' your subscription be' , 

t~en ' out' ot your ,d~nation,. .ill···YO~ piea~! iridi~at~ 'with an: X 'here", ~ q. ;. 
. , .' " 

.' 

I. }'.'-' 

\." 

, , 


