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. “And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secreﬂ;lr for
fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and

Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.
" “And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by mg‘ht and ' - ~

blought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.”

N THESE verses we have condensed the story of the
-two secret disciples. They were both men of position,
men of prominence in the circles to which they belonged;
hence they were men who wielded a very considerable
influence. They were certainly men of mtelhgence, and
men who were spiritually enlightened. They * ‘waited for
the kingdom of God”. And in their hearts they believed
in Jesus; they were in heart His disciples, But it was
‘not generally: known:
 “for fear of the Jews”. And they represent, I think, a
type with which we meet frequently to-day. Missionar-
ies in foreign lands. tell us of many who in their hearts

- -

Jhave yielded to Christ, but do not openly.confess Him..

Among thé Jews still there are to be.found  many who
secretly “believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.
But open avowal of their faith would involve them in
.such, difficulty that they endeavour to nourish their

faith secretly, and no one knows that they have received

Jesus in their hearts. And among ordinary Gentiles, com-
mon folk like ourselves,-there are many who have been
brought up religiously, -who from: their youth have been
instructed in the things of -God, who have attended Sun-
day School and the public worship of ‘God’s house, have

heard the gospel and have yielded an intellectual assent '

to it, and, indeed,- may have permitted its truth to enter
"their hearts, and are at heart believers in the Lord Jesus,

but they have never made confes'smn of their faith: they -

’ are Secret disciples.
I speak this mornmg m the hope of" dnscovermg some

they were His disciples secretly

—John 19:38, 39.

of them, and of leading them to an open avowal a cour-
ageous confession of falth in the Lord Jesus Christ.

- L
LET US BEGIN WITH THE ENQUIRY, WHAT IS IT TO.BE A

_DISCIPLE OF JESUS? In what respect did these two men

differ from the Jews about them, and particularly from
others who were instructed in the law, and ‘were recog-
nized as rulers of the people? They are described as men
“who waited for the kingdom of God”: They were, evi-
dently, in ‘the first place men who believed the word of
God, and their belief in the ancient scrlptures led them
to expect that sometime the kingdom of God would ap-
-pear, and the King would come. 'They were not cavilers;
they had no sympathy whatever with those who in that
‘day withheld their confidence from the inspired writings.
There were some who were known -as ‘Sadducees, who
were the ancient rationalists, who did not believe in the
supernatural, who denied the possibility of resurrection,
and the reality of the existence of angels. Their religion.
was.a kind of ethical religion, a religion that consisted
in endeavouring outwardly to do that which was right—
a mere morality divorced from the supernatural power
of God. Against such our Lord Himself warned His dis-
ciples, bidding them beware of the leaven of the Pharisees
and of the Sadducées. But Joseph of Arimatheae and
Nicodemus did not belong to that cult. They were be-

lievers, obviously, in the word of God to begin with.

And-that is a distinctive matter, - when one has escaped
the prevailing unbelief, when one 'has not entered into

2
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partnership with those who deny and repudiate the®

supernaturalness of ‘the Christian revelation, who in
their hearts believe that the Bible is the very word of
. 'God. I meet a great number of people who, while not
professing Christians, declare 'their belief in the Bible.
I met one not long sin¢e, who gave us a reason for not
attending church -— that ministers no longer preach the
This ‘'man said to me, “I would go to church if
I could be sure I should hear the Bible expounded be-
catse I believe the Bible; I was brought up to believe it,
and I still believe it is the word of God.” I said, “Are
you a Christian, sir?” “Oh, no, I am not a: Christian. I
do not pretend to be a Christian. I make no profession
of religion at all; but I do believe the Bible is the Word
Well, so far, so good. That is a distinct ad-
vantage. There may be some here this morning who, by

<

the providence of God, have been rendered immune to

that terrible contagion which has corrupted so many
minds, and made it difficult for them to beheve the
promises of God. -

‘Well, in the next place, it is quite evident that these
two men had recognized in Jesus “"One in Whoin the
ancient scriptures were. fulfilled, When Nicodemus came
to Jesus he said, “We know that thou art a teacher come
from God; we know that Thou art different from all
the other teachers, and no man can do these miracles
which Thou doest unless God were with him.” Nicodemus

' recogmzed in Jesus at least Ome of the great prophets,

in Whom the word of God was fulfilled. He recogmzed

that early in the ministry of our Lord. And I am in- .

clined to believe that his faith had been deeépened, and
his conception broadened, and that he had come later to
apprehend more of the truth than he-did when, on the
one occasion recorded, he went to Jesus by night. Joseph
of Arimathaea, too, was a man who saw in Jesus some-

- thing more than a mere prophe’t He had yielded heart

and intellect to Hinmi as One Who had come from God.
I do not suppose that at the beginning they were thus
profoundly convinced' that Jesus was the Messiah. They
seem to have been men upon- whom ‘that great truth
gradually dawned.

Now will you follow me a moment in .my endeavour
to analyze this mental state, for perhaps ‘there are some
here whose condition is analogous to that of Joseph and
Nicodemus.

Truth always agrees with tru-th. Truth has an affin-

ity for truth. We have a proverb to the effect that -

“birds of a feather flock together”. Truth is like a hom-
ing pigeon that always comes home at last. Like Noah's
dove, it returns to the source whence it went forth.
“If any man will do his will, he shall know”. Whenever
the soul lis, brought, by divine grace, into an attitude of
sincere enquiry, sincerely desirous of knowing the truth,
when heart and mind are hospitably disposed toward the
truth, the truth wﬂl be sure to find 1ts way to that
habitation.

It is of no use, dear friends, for people to object to.the
gospel on the ground that they found it intellectually in-
credible. Your difficulty is never an intellectual one,
primarily.
are some here this morning who say, “I cannot go all
the way and openly declare that I receive Jesus as the
Messiah, as the Saviour, as the Redeemer, as the Son of
God, but I am profoundly interested. I find that my heart
is kindled at the mention of His name. I have discovered
that if there was any native antagonism toward Him it
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has been removed, and I am now hospita'bly' dispoged to-

ward any word that exalts Him, that magnifies Him; I
rejoice in it. Intellectually I have not accepted the whole
Christian programme as yet, but I am disposed to be hos-
pitable to the truth. Where there is a heart to receive
the truth, the truth will not be long in knocking at its
door.

‘There is a very striking instance in John’s gospel of a
man who had been blind from his birth. He was what
would be called educationally ‘to-day I suppose an under-
privileged man. Surely one avenue of correspondence

.with the outside world had been entirely closed to him

and while other senses to him perhaps were rendered
more acute, he mu‘st have been deprived of many oppor--
tunities  of gaining knowledge which were open to other.
people. But there came a time when the Prophet of

. Nazareth came his way, and anointed his eyes, and told

It may seem to be so. It may be that there.

him 1o go and wash in the pool of ‘Siloam, and he washed,

and he came seeing. And then you remember the en- -

quiry that was instituted, how the doctors “of- the law
began to ask questions. First of allx‘they denied the
reahty of the miracle, and they said, “It is somebody else;
it is not true that this man was born blind and he has
received his sight.” And then they called the parents
of the man, and they said, “What do you say about this
man? Is he your son?” “Yes; heis -our son.” “Is it’true,
that he was born blind?” “Yes, he was born blind.”
‘““‘Well then, by what means does he now see?” “Oh;” they
said, “he is,of age; ask him. He is our som, and he was
born blind.” But by what means he now seeth we know-
not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of

~
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"age; ask him he shall speak for himself” — this they
- said because they were afraid openly to confess'Jesus,
and perhaps somewhat indisposed at present, though
grateful to the One Who had brought such blessing to
the son whom they loved. Then they returned to the man
‘himself, and said, “Now tell us about this.” And he said,
“But I have told you already. Will ye also be his dis-
ciples? Are you really earnest enquirers? Do you really
want to know who He is?’ They said, “We are Moses’
duscxples As for this fellow, we know not from whence
he is.”

Now please o'bserve that this ‘man had never been to
college; he had never sat at the feet of any of the doc-
tors of the law; he had not had ‘the advantages which
many of his day had, and yet he made an answer which
was profound in the extreme. Hg said, “I have heard the
confession of your agnosticism, and all that you have to
say is that you do not know where~He comes from. Well,
I do not know much myself, but I-know more’ than that.
And it is a marvellous thing that ye know not from
whence He is, and yet He hath opened mine eyes. Now
look! Here I am! I see as clearly as you can. Explain
that, will you?’ And they said, “Thou wast altogether
born in sins, and dost thou teadh us?” And they cast him
out.

T have often followed that man in my ‘thought after
he had been cast out. He must have said, “I wonder
Who He is? for .you will remember he had said to his
interrogators, “Since the world began was it not heard
that any man opened the eyes of one that was born
blind.” An'd- when they said, “We know that this man
is a sinner,” he said, “Whether he be a sinner or no, 1
know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see. ‘Can a man who is a sinner do these miracles?
I do not know who He is. I have not been taught, but
I am wonderfully interested in Him, and I am profoundly

. grateful to Him, and I have already received benefits
from His hands. My eyes are opened.” But they cast
him out. : ' a

Later Jesus met him in the temple. He said, “I do not,

know where to go. I do not know how to express my

gratitude, but I will go to the temple anyhow. I am grate-
ful to whatever ‘God there is, and I will go to the temple.”

Talk about following the “g]eam”' There was a man
w... followed ‘the “gleam”. And Jesus -met him in the
temple, and he said, “Dost thou believé on 'the. Son of
God?” And he said, “Who is he, Lord, that I might be-
lieve on him?” )

Did you ever see a piece of ripe fruit just .waiting
to be plucked when nature had done its work,- when the
sun had kissed it, and it was mature and ripe, made so
by heavenly powers" And you had only to touch it, and
it just fell mto your hand.

Now this man had come gradually to an understanding

" of the truth — not aH at once. Some did come all at once,

but not this man. And he said, “Who is he, Lord, that
_ T might, believe on him? If you will only show Him to
me I will believe on Him.” And He said, “Thou hast both
seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.” “Thou art
He! Lord T believe!” and down on hxs face he went, and
worshipped Him.

- Ithink I shall never be charged with underestimating
the value of a clear apprehension of. the great doctrines
.of the word of God. I hope I shall never be understood to
undervalue correct opinions. On the other hand, per-

o’

.of the cross.

sonally, I feel the strongest objection to that attitude of
mind which would shut people up to a realm of logic, and
analyze everything, and assume that-salvation, as I have
heard it put, }ies at the end of a syllogism; and as long
as you can analyze the scripture, and correctly argue to
a point, and say, “Christ died for sinners, and I am a sin-
ner, and therefore He died for me, and I believe that,
and therefore I am saved”, and there is no repentance,
and no heart surrender to God at all. Oh, there is a work,
a subjective work of the Spirit of God in the hearts of
men, illustrated in the man to whom I have referred, and
'ﬂ'lu-stratedl equally in the case of Joseph and Nicodemus,

.men upon whom Jesus Christ dawned, just as the sun

rising in the morning, for we are to remember that we
are speaking of a period which belongs on the other side
The complete revelation of the cross. was
yet to be unfolded. And I shall show you presently what
effect it had at last upon one' man. I think; upon both.

But on the other side of the cross they had observed His"

miracles, they had listened to His matchless teaching,
and so far as they knew now to do it, they yielded mind
and heart to the Prophet of Nazareth, and had Become,
in disposition and attitude of soul, dlsclples of Jesus,
ready to follow Him, believing that He was a good Man,
and very .probably the Messiah Who was to come. - But
even though they accepted Him as the Messiah from the
Old Testament revelation, apart from the full-orbed dis-
closure of 'God in (Christ through the cross and the empty
-grave, it was impossible for any of them to understand
all that was implied in"the Messianic prophecy.

Now I believe there are many people like that to-day,
whose minds have been exercised with these tremendous
problems of the soul. They have read many books; they

/have been assailed on every side by all kinds of dou«bts

and enqumes and yet they want the truth, and are ready
to receive the truth in the love of it, 'because they love
the truth, because the Spirit of God, in His matchless
mercy, has prepared-their hearts for its reception. But
they -.are not enrolled among the diséiples of Jesus —
they are disciples of Jesus secretly. N

- ‘There are some of you here this morning whose regu-'

lar attendance at this place is in itself an. indication of
an p’bldmg interest in religious things. Tal’kmg to a young
man who is to be baptized this evening I said, “How
often have you' come here?” “Well,” he said, “I have
been coming now for the last two or three Sundays in
succession. Prior to that T came occasionally.” I said,
“Why did you come ocassionally?”’ “Because,” he said,
“I always went out feeling that.I was the meanest “man
in Toronto, and so uncomfortable that I felt I could not
keep coming.”" But at last he .came.not to church only
but back to Christ. And then he was happy.

Now I say there are many here this morning about’

whose "position, religiously, I am not sure. You have
given me no reason whatever to be sure.
those who know you even more intimately than I, may
still be somewhat in doubt as to where you stand, be-
cause you have not openly declared yourself. There are
people like Joseph and ‘Nicodemus — people religiously

disposed, interested in all good matters, and yet not

'openly, before the world, disciples of Jesus.

: CIL -
LET US LOOK FOR A MOMENT TO SEE WHAT THIS SECRECY

INVOLVED. What did it mean to the men themselves?
It must have ministered to an attitude of uncertainty.

And I suppose -

I have frequently tried to e:_:plam to you that (_}od works \ :
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" in harmony with the nature of things, and sometimes

does that which is beyond nature, but the laws of mind

the heart of Lydia He came to the door of her heart, as

. 2 master comes to his dwn house, and puts the key H{to .

the lock, and opens it, and, without violencé, makes en-
.trance for himself and takes possession. It was because
he was Lydia’s Lord He could opén the heart of Lydia

just as’you can open the door of the -house “where you -

live. And so, when the Lord comes to us, he deals with
us according to the constitution of our own mind. He
does no violence to our mental faculty.- He doés not ask
that we stultify ourselves, and that our minds, as such,
with all their powers, should cease® to. function. - But,

knowmg us as He does, He enters in, and-takes possession

in harmony with the. operation of those »prmclples of
which He is the Author. /

Now let me discuss a principle w1th you for a moment
There are people who are not very careful to assure them-
selves of the accuracy of certain reports before they
repeat them. They tell things very often that are not:
true, not always perhaps with the deliberate. intention
of deceiving anybody, but, like a newspaper reporter you
know, they have “a nose “for news”. And they grasp at

. any kind of report which théy can pass on to somebody .

else. Whether it is true or false it does not disturb them.
It is what 'the newspaper men call a “good story”. “Puat

: it in print as long as it will not get us into serious

4

_the part they had in it. I have heard men talk about an

“ as though he had \discovered somethmg funny.

‘trouble 1mmed1ater, and cannot immediately be denied.”
Well then, they pass on the report. - Now that person
repeats that, says it a- second t,im’é, -and a third time;
and a fourth time, and keeps on’saying it until by and
by the man or’ woman has persuaded himself or herself
_that the t'hmg is"actually true. Do you know that you
can tell a lie and tell it so often that at last it becomes
truth to you. You can persuade yourself that the thing
that is utterly contrary to truth if you keep on telling it,
is actually true: That is the principle of advert1smg—the
stuff may. be no good but if you keep. on telling people
that it is the only thing in the world somebody will be
sure to buy it after a while, Théy-will hear about it a
hundred-times, five hundred, perhaps a thousand times,
but if they hear it often enough they will be caught.
They will go into the store and buy the thing. That is
how the charletans of the world prosper; that is how
the rellglous fakers make théir way. Medical quacks pros-
"per in the same way.. They keep on telling a thing —
though there may not be an infinitesimal clement of
truth in it — till people hear it so often they believe it.
‘Some ,people have a way, you know, of exag‘geratmg a
story. -

Tan Maclaren, Dr. John Watson, had a visitor in his
home at one time, and in the course of the talk the
_ visitor told a story. One of the'boys chuckled to himself
So he
turned to him and said, “What is there so funny in that?”
"“Oh, nothing in the story itself, but I was just wishing
you could hear’ that story when my father tells it. You
would not know it.” 'That is how the most infamous
falsehoods on earth .are given wings, and they spread

to the uttermost parts of the earth, and no one can-

overtake them for the simple reason that where there
is expression there is always impression. I have dis-
covered that after a prayer meeting the part of the
meeting that certain people remember most distinctly s

A}

When He opened -

-

: e L S '
ordination council- for instance, which has lasted for
hours, and a ‘certain man remembers one part of it,

namely the question which he asked. Expression always -

-has a reaction upon the mind in the way of impression,

and the thing that you keep on saying not only goes out,
but it goes in.. That is what Jesus meant when He said
that it"is not what goes into a man, but what goes out
of him that defiles him. And you. can keep on saying
until by and by the whole mind is polluted and corrupted,
and becomes incapable of receiving the truth, because you
'have '1mposed upon it a kind of paralysis.

. Now that pr1nc1ple holds in respect to the truth 1tself

R

: O'nce the truth is revealed to us it becomes established

in our otwn minds, and our convictions are deepened just
as we allow our lips to express the thirigs which we be-
lieve. If you would be a stalwart Christian, one whose
faith is unshaken ’by all the winds, that blow, then you
must take every opportunity of confessmg vour faith,

and the oftener your faith is confessed the stronger it
will become. That is why I am continually saying to our,
students that it is of little value for them to get. thmgs
from books. Will that shock.you! 1t is a fact; unless, in-
deed, they get them from books and take them into their
own mental constitutions, until it becomes part of ‘their
mental fibre, and" they learn ‘to think these things for
themselves just by becoming part of them. Impression
is made in the measure in which expression is,given.

. Now Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea lost a great
blessing.. If they had only said, as did Phl]lp to Nathan-

iel, “We have found him, of whom Moses in the law; and -

’t'he prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth.” And I am
sure that when Philip said thdt even the telling of. it
deepened his conviction that Jesus was the very Che of
whom Moses and the prophets did wn_te And if you
are to grow up into Christ it must be by constant testi-
mony and witness. And as you grow up into Christ you
will be rooted and grounded’in -Him, and estabhshed in
Him as you have been taught. But to be a disciple

. secretly, to hold a truth within the realm of your own
mind, and never to let it out — well the truth will be .

like a little child of whom I read the other day, a terrible
story of a father and mother who had ‘shut their little

girl up in a clothes closet for — I do not know how many °
'“years. And’ they kept her -a prisoner. And when at last

it -was discoveréd through 'the report- of a brother, and
the child was broug'ht out, she was not a fully developed
child, as she would have been if she had been brought

out and allowed to eat at the table, and walk the Streets, -

and play with other children, and- go to school, but she
was dwarfed and diminutive and sub-normal. Do not keep
your faith in a clothes closet. Do not shut it up in a
box. Do not keep it to yourself. Let it come out, and let
it grow until by and by you have the faith .of men and
of women. - ~

I am-pointing out to you that the secret disciple wbs
himself or herself-of the greatest of all joys by the way
fact that they allow their discipleship to remain secret.
Joseph and Nicodemus had mét grown in these three
years as they might have grown; they had not become
strong as they might have becomeé strong had they boldly
acknowledged their faith. So, my dear friends, for your
own sake you cannot afford to allow your dlsclpleshlp to

remain secret. You must let it out if you are gomg to ~

have a blessing.
-Then in the next place, they failed to make thez'r proper
contribution to the progress of’ emmgglwal truth, qs Tep-
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resented in the person of .our Lord Jesus. They knew

* sométhing about Jesus which- they did not-tell. They

knew more about Him “than the majority of people about
them believed; and if they did not know all there was to
know about, Hmn — and no one knows that — they knew

-enough to have justified their testimony.

I love to read of the beginning of the apostle Paul’s-
ministry, when as it were scales fell from his. eyes, and
he rose and was baptized and straightway he preached

“Christ in the synagogue that He was the Son of God.

He got to work immediately. The faith that was in him
burned its way out into the open, until at once.they
began to say that he now ‘preacheth the faith which once .
he destroyed . -

That is why you students must be enga\ged in practlcal
work. You must be making your contribution "to the
ongoing of Christ’s cause. What right has any man to
withhold his testimony when he has a testimony to. give?.

Oh, how much the cause of Christ needed the testimony

of men like Joseph and Nicodemus. They had not con-
gsented — you know they were members of ~the San-
hedrin, both of them, and théy did not vote —— they had .
not ‘consented to the deed of them, but they did not
protest.

You do not do much by staymg at home on electlon
“Oh,” you say, “but I did not vote'"
Yes, you-did. You stayed away and let the other man
vote. You were silent. You must be positive in your, testi-
mony. It is valueless merely to take a negative attitude
like that, to"fail to make your proper contribution to the
progress of the cause of Christ. «

Supposing we all did as you do-who are secret dis~
ciples, what then? There would be no church here or
anywhere*else, If you have -a right to be silent, so have
I, so have all.these Christian workers here. If you have
any, right to keép your discipleship secret so have we all.
Then- there .wotld be no testimony to ‘Christ’ at ‘all any-
where. They failed to make their proper éontribution. to
the cause of Chfist, and they failed equally to set a,
worthy example before others.

B | remember being in a prayer meeting once where there'..
was a very wise preacher. . There were a° company- of
preachers in ‘the prayer meefing, and the time came-
for prayer and testimony after the opening exercises.
There had been singing and ‘the reading of the Word.
As soon as the leader of the.meeting threw it open there

. was a pause, silence. The one pfeacher. got up and said,

“Well, Brother So-and-So, I shall speak and get out of
the way.” And he sald a word or two, and sat down.
And the others: got up and said the same thing. They
spoke and “got out of the way’” too. The three or four
preachers there gave their testimony and sat down, and
then the prayer meeting went on.like wildfire. Suppos-

- ing they had been silent? Someone would have said,

““Well he has-not spoken yet!” And’ everyone would’ have
been waiting for-those preachers to speak. ‘That would
have been a regular Quakers meeting.

Now. you ‘old-stagers in the prayer meetmg, when you
come to ‘the prayer- meeting, we do not want you to be
qu1et' but speak quickly and briefly, and get “out of the

"¢ way’! so that the young ones can come on after you. If

eyou Just git there someone w1ll say, “Brother . . .-has
not spoken yet;” “Brother . . . has not spoken”; “Brother
. . . has not prayed- yet” and‘_ someone else. And they
will wait and justify their silence until those. who are
older in years have had their say. But when they have

‘cothe any time you like.

"confess Christ.

spoken someone will say, “Well.ow, it must be my turn”.

My point is this, that by doing nothing we set an ex-
ample to other people.
selves we justify the silenceé of those who are younger in.
the faith. And so we ought to be foremost in our testi-
mony, instead of being secret disciples like Joseph and
Nicodemus.:

II1.

1 WONDER WHY THEY WERE SECRET, WHY THEY KEPT IT
TO THEMSELVES ? “For fear of the Jews”.” Actually; both
Joseph and Nicodemus were afraid. - You remember it
says where. Nicodemus is mentioned here, “the same who
.at the first came to Jesus by night.” He is a marked

-man, He came to Jesus by nllght ~

T have had people telephone me and say, “I should like

to see you.” I remember.a very 1mportant man, a very ‘-

prominent man, telephoning me and saying, “I should
like to See you.” Well, come along. “Well would you
mind if I came late?” No; I do not mind what time. “I
do not want anyone to see me calling on you.” “Well,
Come at -twelve o’clock, one
o_’cloek or two o’clock if you like.
you.” That was not a yery brave, a very courageous
thing. Afraid to come, for fear anyone would see him'
And my dear friends, it is sometimes the case with men
who have something at stake, that they fear. You must
not put it dowm to spec1al courage for some people to

others. Joseph and Nicodemus were men of prominence,
as religious leaders, There are lots of people who come

“here from the United ‘Church, and the Presbytenan

Church, and other churches, and they say, “I enjoy these
gervices. I love to hear the word of God, and I often wish
I' were 'with you — but, of course, you know my-position.
I am an offlcer in’ the church, and all my antecedents
were Presbyterlans — or “Methodlsts” or whatever it
is — “and of course if I were to take a stand it would
be known all over before the evening. So will you just

allow me to slip-into the back seat, and not say anythmg i

. about it”!

You remember the great man with his master and
honourable—Naaman the leper. When he was ¢leansed
he asked for a special indulgence — almost like a Roman
Catholic. - He said, “When I get back home and my mas-

_ter goes into the house of his god, and my master shall

lean upon my hand — of copirse I do rot believe in Rim-
mon now, I believe in.the God of Israel — if I bow mys

self in the house of Rimmon. as though I were a wor-

shipper, let me be forgiven.” Poor Naaman was a great

man with his master and honourable’ because-the Lord .

had by him wrought deliverance to Syria, and the terror
of his name -had been put into the hearts of all the foes-
of Syria; -a ‘great man on the field of battle, but an
arrant coward moraly. He did not.want to lose his job,
or lose caste in the social circle to which he belonged.

‘A man-wrote me a letter one day. It was when we
were broadcasting, He said, “I am a°janitor, and my son
and I look after a great apartment. - And one Sunday
evening when we were on duty a lady in ‘the apartment

" said, ¢ Would you like a hot dinner?’ because they were

accustomed to take their. evening meal ‘with them as they.
had to be on duty. I said, ‘We should be very glad of
it". And she said, ‘Well, when we get through you-come
up, and we will give you your dinner’. We went -up and
the door was open, and the radio was turned on, and
we heard .the Jarvis Street-Service. - We sat down, and

By failing to confess Christ our- .

I shall wait up for -

It is more difficult for some than for -
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the dinner was put before us, and I said, ‘That is Jarvis
Street.’ ‘Oh,’ said the lady, ‘how do you know.’ ‘Oh, I go
there,whenever I can go to church.” ‘You do! If I had
known that I would not-have given you a dinner’!” But
she was listening to the sermon. Afd in the quiet of her
own home — of course, it did nof. cost her anything,
hterally — she was listening; but she was afraid of the
- Jews.

There are many such. Now I do’ not know what would
minister to your fear, I am sure. Bui for some reason

- some of you perhaps ‘have been turned from making open

confession of your faith.

‘There 1s a word in Mark I must quote to you before
I close. Joseph, you see, ceased to be a secret disciple.
On the other side of the cross he was a disciple of Jesus

, secretly, And I am sure that when Jesus died and the’

earth shook in sympathy. with its Maker’s death, all the
attendant circumstances together with the demeanour of
that glorious Victor, served to convince Joseph 'that
Jesus was the Messiah. The centurion said, you know,
“Truly, this man was the Son of God.” And then Mark
“tells us this, that after Jesus died, Joseph of Arimathea
came, and — .listen! — went boldly unto Pilate and
He "said, “I will be afraid
no longer.” And Nicodemus came with spices and these
two men who had kept their interest in Jesus secretly, in
view of the cross, threw caution to the winds and boldly
let the -world know that they were on the side of the
Crucified.

I tell you the cross of Jesus 'Christ ought to put an
end to all.our fear. The cross of Jesus Christ ought to
inspire us with the greatest possible~courage. He Who
died and rose again ought to make heroes of us all, and
will, if we will just yield ourselves to Him.

May the Lord lead us so, to do this morning.: He died

in your room and stead. All your sins were.laid upon :

Him. Into the grave He went and out again He came in’
resurrection power and glory, and you were in His ac-
cepted, and rejoice in your salvation. -

Let us pray: . . S

We thank Thee, Lord that Thou art so infinitely patient
with us, that though we have often behaved so shamefully
yet Thou dost have compassion upon us, and Thou come give
us another opportunity of declaring our faith, in Thee. O
Lord bring the backslider home this morning. Bring many,
who in their hearts have been trusting Christ, to open con-
fessnon, and may others who have seen men as treces walk-
ing, to whose mind have come but the first grey streaks of
dawn, may the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in

. the face of Jesus Christ, shine. unto them. Brmg many not

only to Thyself, but to open confessmn this morning, for Thy
name’s sake, Amen.

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET
The preacher on the past Lord’s ,Day was Pastor
Samuel Dempster of Fundamental Baptist Church in
.Kingston, Ontario.
hat The Church Needs”. In the evening he spoke on
“Life For Less Than Ten-Cents”. .The presence of the
* Lord was felt at all services and 'two responded to pro-
fess faith in Christ.

ANOTHER SEMINARIAN OFF THE PRESS
Another issue of The Seminarian, the publication of
the students of Toronto Baptist Seminary has come off
the press. This sixteen page issue combines ‘the January

- and February numbers and is full of good articles by

students and faculty members. If you desire a copy,

write Mr. H. Hill, 337 Jarvis  St., Toronto 2.

-

’ .

. boom of bigness.

In the morning his subject was’

~ L v
Bigger — But'Better?
By Edwin Raymond Anderson
There are two words in our English language which

often are confused one with the other. They are fre-
quently used as if they were synonyms. \

Both word's are composed of six letters, Both begin
with ‘the letter “b”. Both end with the same two let-
tersy “er" But there the similarity ends. There is where

it is meant to end. \

The first of these two words is “'blgger” and the other’
is “better”.

. Angd it is vainly imagined that what is
“bigger” is always “better”.” Never is that vanity
fraught with greater consequence than when carried into
the realm of the Lord’s work.

Someone has said that Americans have a mania for
bigness. An observation of certain business affairs and
public endeavours certainly gives the impression that
there is a passionate worship of the great god “Big”.
A passion for magnitude, for an overwhelming of former
things, for the wide spread and the loud noise, has taken
hold of us. We are told that America’s vastness is what
made her great. Because we have the most of the best
we are sitting on top of the world heap. '

However, a great deal of bitterness exists beneath the
Bigness has not lessened the scourge
of crime nor obliterated the host of sorrows and tragedies
which are evident everywhere.

When the Lord’s people join-the world in its worsh‘iir

of the great god. “Big” something is wrong. In many
organizqtions everything done for the Lord must be on
a “glant" scale, and this very thing has become 4 search-
ing measure of our true smallness. To the Old Testa-
ment question, “Who hath despised the day of small

things ?””’ there are some embarrassing answers in these .
latter days. The intense itch to be up to date has pro-.

ducéd a bad rush, and spiritually hungry people who are
looking for the deeper, quieter things of the Spirit are
left on the sidelines disappointed over the shallowness.
They are confused and bewildered by those of the Chris-
tian company who imagine- that the vblessmgs must be
served by jet propulsion.

‘We profess, of course, to follow the old-fashioned ®OS-_

pel. We claim that nothing has really changed in this
old world. Sin ig”still sin; speeded up a bit no doubt,
but sin nevertheless. We claim that the gospel is still the

power of God unto salvation to everyone that helieveth -

and that its message alone can meet the need of every
heart. But if we verily believed thls, would we not have
greater effectiveness than we do in transmitting His
message, ‘“‘Come now, and let us reason together saith
the Lord” (Isa.1:18)?

Think of the impact the Early Churcn maide upon the
people of its time. They had none of the equipment pub-
licity and size which we-feel are 30 important.. But their
comparative smallness lacked nothing in spiritual large-

ness, which we seem to be missing. A careful restudy-

of the Book of Acts will furnish many praectical and con-
victing lessons.

The question for us“in the work of the Lokd is “Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do? And we may well add,

“and how wilt.-Thou have me to do it?”
—The Alliance Weckly

M
—
s N

e L .




February 23, 1956

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTES’I;ANT ADVOCATE

711y 7°

' o . e
, Australian Mission

Los Angeles Times Photo

Australia bound! Pictured above prior to their departure
from Los Angeles are (from left to right) Dr. Mclntire, Dr.
Kinney and Dr. Slade. -

Letter No, 7

. Sydney, Australia,
{ February 3, 1956.

Dear Christian Friends, P ’

We are feeling the strength and the results of prayer.

We know that in.many places the Lord’s people are
beseeching Him on behalf of our International Council
of Christian Churches team. Wednesday night I was in
the Phillip Street (Sydney) Baptist ‘Church, Pastor Rob-
ert M. Leghorn’s church. He is in Scotland just now,
and I learned that a prayer group had been meeting
regularly asking the Lord to open up these very issues
here in Australia. Several of the members ofi this group
congider our coming a direct answer to their prayers and
this group is organizing other prayer groups. A special

prayer meeting is to be held tonight. I wonder just how -

much of this there is behind the meetings of the World
Council of Churches? ’

Hromadka arrived in town yesterday and the papers
were full of his picture and comments. He spoke at the
Festival of Faith last night and the city had police on
hand, fearing some kind of a demonstration. The Czech
refugees who demonstrated when he was here before
- did not make any move. It seems to be a little different
when it’s under the church! This is one of-the reasons
why the communists will certainly concentrate on the
church and do everything in their power to stay in there.
The Reds are getting all kinds of the very best publicity
from Hromadka’s lips and the World Council of Churches
has furnished him the rostrum ‘from which to advance
communism and undermine the churches themselves.

The Telegram’s report on his arrival quotes him as
saying: “Sen. McCarthy’s claims that I am the No. 1
Communist spokesman in the religious world are just
absurd propaganda. Either all the churches who elected
me to the executive are blind or Sen. McCarthy is very

wrong.” : » .

Thus Hromadka wraps the robes of the WIC.C. about
himself and sits ‘down in their midst. The Herald this
morning gives reports of the W.C.C. meeting last night,
saying, “The meeting received Dr. Hromadka enthusi-

astically.” Oxnam was also quoted on arriving last night,
“I think the churches of the West ought to penetrate the
Iron Curtain.” Oxnam has done this by getting a D.D.
degree from the communist-controlled Budapest Theo-
logical Academy. The Herald continues to f'give full cov-
erage of the W.C.C,, front page pictures and stories, with
not a word on us or the arrival of our men. - A release

* which I gave to them yesterday on the arrival of Hrom-

adka apparently found its place in the waste basket or
the file! :

But this sort of thing does not go on forever. Some
people here are beginning to object a_nd to protest.

When the Telegram reéfused to carry our advertise-
ment, we asked for an interview with. the editor, David
McNicoll. He had told Mr. Kennedy that there would
be no use in our coming and that the meeting would be
abox‘bive. He received us coolly. We explained exactly how
we felt and the injustice which he had done to the
I.C.C.C., and that the people of Australia were entitled
to hear our side of the story. I showed him, from my
briefcase; some of the documentation to support our
statements — Hungarian Church Pres$ from Budapest,

"~ The Protestant Churches in Czechoslovakia, edited by

Hromadka. Much to our surprise, he said that he would
assign Dr. Emery Barcs, one of his staff, to interview
us and also the other side. The story appeared this morn-
ing, four columns, “Christians Despite the Curtain?” It
is favorable to the W.C.C., but there is enough in it
about us and opr position that much good can come from
it. Dr. Barcs makes the whole issue the W.C.C versus
the American Council of Christian Churches, and says,
““Last week eight members of the 1..C.C. flew into Syd-
ney from America. In our interview we never even dis-
cussed the AmericanCouncil of Cliristian Churches though
in some way he got confused, apparently by the W.C.C.
‘men who gave him his material about the A.C.C.C. I
gave him Spinka’s book and he quoted him on Hromadka
as “the principal Protestant defender of Communism.”
After his interview with me he had a two-hour talk with
Hromadka. He quotes him, with his approval, that he
is not a communist. Barecs concludes, howéver, “Despite
Prof. Hromadka's efforts to convince me that he sees
none of the shady side of Communism, I doubt whether
he really lives with those mental blinkers he pretends to
wear. I felt sorry for him. I fear he’ll finish his career
by ‘being hated by God and by God’s-eneriies,” ”’

Barcs’ conclusion is right. Years ago when I was, de-
bating in college our coach-used to say constantly, “Don’t
le(t your opponent divert you but continually return to the
main point.” All the other side has to say about us con-
cerns A.C.C.C. statistics, the fact that I have been “tried”
ecclesiastically, and for these reasons they refuse “to
dignify the opponent by answering him"’. :

The 1.C.C.C. has hold of eternal truth and is standing
in the present conflict for the truth of the Gospel: It is
impossible to -have conflict without all kinds of antagon-
isms being raised. The W.C.C. is coming out of this
present struggle with real loss.

sAustralia’s communist paper, The Tribune, cannot stay
out of the fray. Their idsue of January 25 has great

_swelling words for the W.C.C. and a three-column head-

line stating, “U.S. McCarthyites Coming Here to- Meddle
in Our Religious Affairs”. Think of the communists
talking about “Our Religious Affairs”. - Maybe that's the
case with Hromadka around. They repeat that there is
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not one bona fidé recognized church am'(;ng the membe_rs'

of.the T.C.C.C. and that we have seemingly unlimited
resources of finance. Wouldn’t it be something if -we

_-really knew what consternation and confusion must exist’

-in the camp -of 'the enemy? It is inevitable when facts
are presented apd they cannot be met.  The Tribune
states: “Meddling in Ausiralians’ religious activities is
the latest method of U.S. reaction to appear in this coun-
try. Seven ‘Senator McCarthy-sponsored’ Protestant
clergymen are coming from America to.do the meddhng
It is nice, isn’t it, to know the communist line concerning
us and we_can always recognize it when it is used.

Hromadka, in one of the. interviews whlc'h has been
reported, gave a choice definition relative to a Christisn
being a-communist>- Here it is: “It all depends on what

- . .you mean.by Communism. If you mean'the metaphysxcs.

/

of ‘Communist” ideology, then, a lChnstlan cannot be.a -

Comnmiunist. But if you mean by lCommumsm a certain

" method 6f political action and reconstruction on a Social-

*ist ibasms, I:do believe it is posmble to be a Communist
-and a Chnstlan ”

 The, Festival of Faith, accordmg to the 'W: CC 8 pub-
hCIty “here, covers-the entire session of the W, C.C. execu-
tive, 1nclud1n!g public meetings on.four evenings. The
last evening, 50,000 people are expected at the Sydney
- Showground.- Powerful .searchlights of the military are
. to throw a lighted cross upon the sky. The last two mghts
they apparently have been practicing. It-is a part ‘of the

7 overiall mass demonstration. It will impress people who

. will not bother to conmder the issues at stike.

Qne of the pleasant surprises of .the contact. came from
the General Consul ‘of the Government of Korea Dr. L..
H. K1m He contacted us and has-given -us valuable in- .

- formation and assistance. He is - fully aware -of what
communism is doing in the W.C/C. Yesterday our party
was his guests for dinner — a full spread Chinese din-
ner! This was the first one I have had since Bangkok
-in 1949. We all enjoyed the 'fell'owship together. My,
~how our hearts'go out to our brethren in Korea who are

E suffering because of appeasement of co‘mmumsm' Now,

" the struggleis.on, with top-leaders of the W.C.C. aiding
and abetting it, ,to give recognition to Red.China. I am
“thinking of Dr. John A. Mackay, president of the Inter-
national Missionary Conference, and Dr. O. Frederick
Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on
Internatlonal Affairs, * -

. Burgomaster Warnaar is off with the Dutch brethren.
~ They have taken him captlve and have arranged meetmgs
. and con‘ferences and requests from the Dutch in other
; sectlons are coming for him. A telephone call just came
in‘for Mazierski. 'A Polish delegation wishes to meet
him this afternoon, He was over this morning -at The
Mirror for an interview.

. Dr. Slade is going with meé to Perth tomorrow. Ken-
- nedy and Kinney will be in Adelaide over the weekend.
Dr. Slade and Dr. Kinney have had many contacts with
" Baptist brethren:"We have been having a good time with
_ Dr, Slade about his hat. Last Saturday -some friends
* drove him out to the Gap. This is ‘one of the scenic spots,
called the Sydney Heads,-and is a great precipice going
down into the sea. While he was standing there taking a
photo, the Australian breezes gently lifted his hat from
his head and 4t made a satisfactory descent into the
ocean.. He now has a hat made from Australian rabbits.
.Well he won’t mind my telling this.story, for, like Dr.

\

"Shiélds on previous visits, he’ll have plenty to tell about
me. :

‘Mail fromshome reported that Fulton Lewis, Jr., spent
some time on his broadcast discussing Hromadka and

Oxnam, and tellmg of our. tl‘lp 'I‘hmgs should open up.

in our own country on these issues in a larger way. With
the W.C.C. going to Huhgary for its next Central Com-
mittee meeting next.August, and with Albert Bereczky
.48 chairman of the committee, it presents a situation
which they cannot explain by talking about a “deposed
preacher”. We all had quite a time 1ast night discussing
it. Kinney pointed out that perhaps they were going

there to gét away from us. The W.C/C. must needs go
behind the Iron Curtain to the security of the com--

munist realm to be delivered from mary open conflicts
. in the public press, radio, or I.C/C.C. teams!" We wonder
just what would happen' if an 1.C.CiC. team would-request
visas for admission to Hungary? -

wanted a statement in the story emphasmng that. our

main difference with the W.C.C. is not ‘communism, but

the Word of God and the departure from-it. Barcs was
very blunt when he said, “The ‘press is not interested in
- that; the issue here is the question of communism.”-The
communist issue does have the pubhc mind and is the
partlcular facet in the plcture which is now being used
to stimulate questions concerning the difference and the
position of the I.C.C.C. upon the Word of God.
. It is clear indeed that communism is out to win the
world and it is going fo do so unless those of us who
- stand for Christ and freedom will resist it. This is our
‘Christian and patriotic duty. I am very much disturbed
over the way President Eisenhower and. John Foster
.Dulles are being used by the W.C.C. to' promote their
.cause and ‘to discredit us. This ought not to be. Eisen-
>hower ought not to permit it or be a party to this sort
of activity, But with his heart trou'ble what can be done
now to reach him?
- lAustralia is a land .of abundance. Its people are more
Americdn in ttheir present attitudes, though they are loyal
to the British Commonwealth. We surely thank God for_

the saints who are here, and in love for Christ have given -

us such a gracious reception.
There is no dlscharge in this war.

Affechonately in Christ,
(ISgd ) CARL MCINTIRE.

Letter No. 8
R Sydmey., Austraha
: February 3, 1956
Beloved in the Lord,
{The Rev. Roman Mazxerskl, leader of the Pohsh Re-

formed Church in Exile, is a real magnet for the exiles. .
Before ‘he arrived people were calling and asking about. °
,him. This afternoon a very important development has.
come for our cause in this country.. Count Alfred Ponin-

ski, former high official in the Polish Foreign Office, a

refugee in this country, came to see him and presented
a communication to him for the Internatlonal ‘Council of
iChristian Churches, Count Poninski is now the president
of the United Council of Migrants from Communist Dom-
inated Europé in Australia. The letter is one of -endorse-

~ ment and promise of adsistance from the executive body

which represents some 800,000 “migrants in Australia.
Other offlcers mclude Saweh Jas‘kewych (U'kramlan),

In our interview with- Dr. Barcg, T told him that I -

oy

M A T G L .




\

-

4

February 23, 1956

' THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(713) 9

~

vice-president ; Martin- Halas (Blovak), vice-president;
- Lia Looveer (Estonian), secretary-general; and. Vaclovas
Saudargas (Lithuanian), treasurer. Others include in-

dividuals from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Latvia, .

Bielo-Russia, Rumania.

(
I met Count Ponmsk1 at the Hotel and he said, “AH of
our people from commumst—dommated Europe are thh
you in this battle.” .

The full text of the letter reads:

20 Macleay Street

) Potts Point, Sydney,

. ’ 1st February, 1956.
" Rev. Mamerskl, . '

‘On behalf: of 11 migrant groups from the countries
of captive Europe, forming this body, I have the privi-
lege to congratulate Dr. Carl McIntire and the leaders
of the International Council of Christian (Churches for
their keen endeavours in exposing’ the anti-religious
aims and activities of Prof. Hromadka and other Red
agents disguised as ecclesiasticals, and just now very
busy in 'Sydney with propaganda detrimental to the
cause of IChristianity and freedom behind the Iron
Curtain. ) .

‘Our delegates have been presént'at 'the im.pressive
Rally at the Town Hall, January 31st, and will also
attend the Rally on February 13th. May God bless
your initiatives in defendjng the truth and in brand-
ing ‘the conspiracy of thelenemies of ‘Christ infiltrats
ing the free world and.the ecclesiagtical bodies of the
democratic nations.

We look forward 'with pride and hope to your address

on the 13th. February at the Town Hall, and remain,

Yours sincerely,
On behalf of 'the Council,*

ALFRED PomNsm

P.S. We fully endorse the protest motions of your
rally; . this was the: unanimous decision of our
last general meeting held in the Estonian House,
Sydney, on Jan. 25th. The executive has been

-

directed to sulpport your, timely initiatives to’
awaken‘pubhc opinion in this country to the .
danger of communist disciples inside the Chris- -

o

tian churches.

The Lord will use this and it has come from-the hearts'
of ‘these people. . They can really see that the I.C.C:C. is
their friend-and is in the forefront of the battle on be-
half of the-Christian falth Thank ‘God, and -take
courage.

The Peoples’ Union, a ron-party -organization, led by
a former ‘member of the Communist Party, runs a radio
program here and is very active against communism in
. all fields in Australia. Lo and behold, today the Tele-
graph, which turned down our ad, has an ad by the
Peoples Union entitled, “Communism, Role of Churches.”
There is no direct reference to Hromadka or the World
Council of Churches-—-prdbably the reason the ad got in.
The 'first part reads: “The Kremlin plins to win the
battle.for men’s minds It frowns on religion but uses
the churches. Limited religious observance is permi-tted
subject to church support for communism. Criticism is
an offence, within the Soviet or overseas. Visiting church-
men, so réstricted, will refer' pubhcly to the ‘Czecho-

~
N

slovak Republic’ and its' ‘peoples’ democratic order’, and,
inter alia, ‘the peoples’ demoecratic state’ and ‘do every-
thing to support efforts at reconstruction for the welfare
of the people,” viz., Commumsm, “Soviet law says so.
These are samples of the Kremlin’s “upside-down’
language designed to deceive. A Soviet police state ad-
mlnlstratlon was forced on Czechoslovakia lby Commun-
ists and [Soviet troops: It is not a Republic or a peoples’
democratic state. The people were not consulted and
have ‘no free elections. Moscow is the centra] — fmal

- authority.”

This is indeed a strange world. The W.C.C..leaders are’
talkmg about the “deposed minister” and making me out
for worse than Hromadka. In fact, he'is a “very fine -
gentleman”. In the press, Hromadka has received respect-
ful treatment with no personal abuse. His statements
have been quoted. It’s a different’story with our I.C.C.C.
men. . - s

One of the major problems here in Sydney and in
Australia center afound Archlblshop H. K. W-. Mowall, the
primate. of Australia. He is the leader of the Anglican
Church, a-member of the Central Committee of the World
Coun'cil ‘of Churches, and is_right’.in the center of all
the activity here, When Hromadka was here before he
entertained him in his home. The Arch'blshop is a former
China Inland Mission mlssmnary He is on the board of
the Australian Keswick and is considered generally by
all an evangelical. When he goes along with all the W.C.C.
inclusivism and -modernism, people are naturally con-
fused. He is the key to Australia' on these matters, and
'because he endorses the W.C.C. the struggle here in
years to come will have this difficult hurdle to overcome,
for eveh after he is gone, if he does not change, his in-
‘fluence will abide for the W.CIC. The W.C.C. leaders
know this and they use him in their defense. He is such’
a personable individual, kind and gracious.: May the Lord
change his mind in these matters.

Ormeo came’in a few minutes ago. He has spoken to- -
day to three groups of Christian- young=people in the
gpublic schools. There. seems to be some kind of a pro-
-gramme here where young people meet on their own in
Religious Instruction classes at the schools. How the
open doors came, I do not know.

This is all for now.

In haste, and in Him, .
(Sgd.) CARL: MCINTIRE

CABLEGRAM RECEIVED FROM MELBOURNE, AUS-
TRALIA, FEBRUARY 12, 1956, 1.30 p.m.

" Entire team ‘have had magnificent day preaching to
full churches. The Lord is doing wonders for our cause.
Opposition continues with two church halls in this city
cancelled for our meetings. - God has overruled with a

“real stirring among the people in Tasmania. Friday we

_organized the Launceston auxiliary of the I1.C.C.C. Entire
W.C.C. exectuive in Melbourne today. Police guarded -
Deepdene Presbyterian Church as communist Hromadka
preached. We are getting our story before the entire
country. God is answering prayer. We are anticipating
a great meeting in ‘Sydney Town Hall, Monday night, and.
a {inal .mass meeting, ‘Wednesday night, here. Leaving
Thursday for home. Greetlngs and love to all.

" MCINTIRE
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COME INTO THE ARK - °

“‘Come thou and all thy house into the ark.”
—-Genesm 7:1.

. ‘The text invites you to bring your famlly “Come thou
and all thy house.” That means your wife and your
‘children. You cannot drive them in, Tf Noah had tried
to drive the pigeons and the doves into the ark, he would
only have scattered them. Some parents are not wise

about these things. They make iron rules about Sabbaths,

and they force the catechism down 'the throat, as they
would thold the child’s nose and force down a ‘dose of
rhubarb and calomel. You .cannot drive your children
into the ark. You can.draw your children to ‘Christ, but
you cannot coerce them. The Cross was lifted, not to
drive, but to draw. “If I be lifted up, I wilk draw all
men unto me.” As the sun draws up the drops of morn-
. ing dew, so the Sun'of Righteousness exhales the tears
of repentance.

“Come thou. and all thy house. into the ark.” Be sufe
that you bring your husband and wife with you. How
would Noah have felt if, when he heard the rain pat-
tering on the roof of the ark, he knew that his wife was
outside in the storm? No; she went with him. And yet
some of you are on the shlp ‘outward-bound” for heaven;
but your compamon is unsheltered. You remember the
day when the marriage-ring was set. Nothing has yet
been able to break it, Sickness came, and the finger
.shrank, but the ring stayed on. The twain stood alone
above a child’s grave, and the dark mouth of the tomb
swallowed up a thousand hopes; but the ring dropped
not into 'the open grave. A Days of poverty came, and the

. hand did many a hard day’s work; but the rubbing of

the work agamst the ring only made it s})me brighter.
iShall that rmg ever be lost? -Will the iron clang of the
sepulchre-gate crush it forever? I pray God ‘that you
- who have been married on earth -may be- together in
heavén. - Oh! by the quiet bliss of your earthly home;
by the babe’s cradle; by all the vows of that day when

you started life together I1 beg you to see to 1t that you

. both get mto the ark.
~—TALMAGE

’

\

| I-Man:h Missinnary 'Bél_lly

WHERE?—Jarvis Street Baptist Church’

Session for Pastors and Christian Workers
at 2.30 p.m. -

GREAT PUBLIC MEETING AT 730 P.M.
Pastor S. Dempster
of - Kingston

At this evening rally, Pastor Yvon Hul;iubise
of Valleyfield, Quebec, will tell of '|'|le progress
of the work In that French C¢ncdlan centre.

BE SURE TO -ATTEND!

Speaker:

-twenty-flve by two hundred and twenty feet.

m

EIGHTEETH LECTURE
in the
. ENGLISH BIBLE COURSE
TORONTQ BAPTIST SEMINARY
By Dr. C. D. Cole
February 16th, 1956

- BLESSINGS OF GRACE
Ephesians 1:'1;1_4

BRIEF introduction must suffice as we take up the
study of the epistle to the Ephesians. Ephesus.

was an important city on the western coast of Asia_

Mmor the metropolis of proconsular Asia. Its inhabitants”

were a mixture of 'Greeks and -Asiatics and their religion

was a compound of the East and the West. ~ Asia Minor

came successively under the rule of the Persians, Mace-
donians, and Romans. In 262 A.D., the city of Ephesus

was destroyed by the Goths and, although it was rebuilt,

it never regained its former glory, and- today it is only

-a squalid village, bearing another name reminiscent of

the apostle John who. lived there a while, with only a -
handful of inhabitants. Ephesus is famous as the home
of the Temple of Diana. This temple was one of the

‘seven wonders of the ancient warld; The statue of the

goddess was believed to have fallen from heaven accord-
ing to local superstltlon as recorded in Acts _nineteen
thirty-five. Away back in 856 B.C., on the very night
Alexander the Great was born, the. Temple was burned
down, but the inhabitants of the city set themselves with
great enthusiasm to the work of rebuilding and the
women contributed their jewels. “The new. structure was

erected on a magnificent scale taking 220 years in which

Its dimensions were four hundred and
Its roof
was .supported by one hundred and twenty—seven columns

to complete it.

- sixty feet high, and the entlre structure was composed

of marble. When Ephesus was ravaged by the Goths, of -
course, this Temple was not spared. The city of Ephesus
could boast of other great buildings. Theré was a Greek
theatre there whiich accommodated fifty thousand spec-
tators and in the same vicinity was the stadium where.
the races were held and where wild 'beast flghts were
conducted. )

The church at Ephesus was founded by the apostle
Paul. Winding up his second missionary campaign, he
sailed from Corinth for Syria with a brief stop-over at
Ephesus. While in Ephesus he went to the Jewish syna-
gogue and reasoned Wwith the Jews and it seems hé had
a favourable reception, as they urged him to remain
longer. But he was in a hurry to get to Jerusalem for
the feast and so he leaves them, leaving behind, to ‘fol-.
low up his brief work, Aquila and Priscilla. On his third
missionary journey, after going over all the country of .
Galatia and Phrygia strengthening the disciples, he came

/ ’
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to Ephesus where he laboured for three years, so that
all Asia heard the Word of God. This period of Paul’s
ministry is covered in Acts nineteen by Luke. Paul’s
great success in Ephesus was hurting the sale of the
little images of. Diana so that Demetrius and his union,
smarting under the loss of revenue, raised a mob against

the apostle and created a great uproar..When order was
- finally restored by fthe town clerk, Paul takes farewell of

the disciples and leaves for Macedonia. On his return
to Jerusalem for the last time, he makes a brief stop at
Miletus where he addresses the Ephesian elders, and in
this address he reminds them of his labours among them.,
He warns them that after his departure grievous wolves
will attack the flock and that from among themselves
men will arise speaking perverse things to,draw away
disciples after them. The church at Ephesus was also

distinguished by having the apostle John in her midst

for a while. Eusebius, the early church historian, tells
some interesting incidents in the life of John at Ephesus.
In the course of divine providence, one day a man

‘named Tychicus left the city of Rome bearing three let-

ters from the apostle Paul. One of them was to the
Colossians, another was to Philemon, a wealthy member
of the church at Colossae, and the third was this lettér
to the Ephesians. This man Tychicus was also entrusted
with the runaway slave of ‘Philemon, named Onesimus,

who was being returned by Paul after he had made a

Christian of him. There has been much discussion con-
cerning the address of the Ephesian epistle. The tradi-
tional. view was that it was addressed to the church at
Ephesus, but in view of the fact that the phrase, “in
Ephesus”, in the text.is not in the two oldest manuscripts
and because of -certain expressions in the epistle itself,
the prevailing view now seems to favour the idea that
this was a circular letter f6r all the churches of the
area, and that the letter we have before us was a copy
of this circular.letter that reached Ephesus and became
a part of the New Testament canon. After reading both
sides of the. argumenlt I have no decided or settled con-

" Viction about the matter and regard it as of small im-
“The Ephesians did have this letter and so we’

portance,
regard it as the epistle to the Ephesians with truth for
all churches’of that day and of this.

““'This letter.has been called the epistle of grace. There
is as much about grace in Ephesians as there is in
Romans, and all the spiritual blessings are traced to the
grace of {God.” This means that humam merit' has no
place in the scheme of salvation at any point. Every-
thing in connection with salvation will redound to the
praise of the glory of His grace. From election in efer-
nity past to glorification ‘in etermty future, everything
concerning salvation is of grace.
in this epistle.

In Ephesians the church of Christ becomes the centre

of the universe. It is the book of God’s eternal purpose
in relation to His eternal Son. Ephesians gives us God’s
plan of the ages in which He will gather together in one
all things in Christ both which are in heaven and which
are on earth.

The first three chapters of this epistle are doctrinal
The last three are hortatory and of
great.practical value. .

. I o

.The Address and Salutation

In the f1rst two-verses we have the address and the
salutation, The Ephesians are greeted as saints and
" -~

That is the emphasis

as believers — saints, objectively, as those who are set

) apar-t in Christ — believers, subjectively, because faith

1s their chief characteristic. Romanism seeks for saints
among the dead. Paul finds his saints among the living.
“In Christ Jesus,” denotes the source of their life and
the element in which the Ephesians lived. They were set
apart m Christ and He was the object of their faith and
the source of their life.

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ.” Grace and peace are like
mother and daughter. Gface is the source of all real
peace. Apart from grace, no man would have peace with
‘God or enjoy the peace of God, Christ is associated with

-God as the source of grace and peace. The Father and

Son are always in opposition as the source of blessing,
and never in opposition. It is-unscriptural, I think, to
think of God the Father as burnlng with indignation
against us until Christ rushed in and a,ppeased His anger.
Nothmg was needed to reconcile Bersons in the Godhead -
in connection with salvation. The reconciliation that was
needed was the reconciliation of the divine attributes,
but all three Persons in the Godhead were equally con-
cerned about, and interested in, the salvation of sinners.
Of course, God as a judge was angry with the sinner, the
rebel, and something had to be done to satisfy His justice’
and uphold the honour of HIS law and government. And
so Jesus Christ, the Son, was_sent by the Father to do
this work and to make it possvble for God to be just.and
yet justify the ungodly. Without something done by way
of expiation and satisfaction to the justice of'God, the
divine attributes of justice and mercy would have pulled
against each other. Justice would, have cried out for
the damnation of the sinner and mercy would have plead-
ed for him to be spared. And so Jesus Christ is His
death on the cross, in His atonement, reconciled the
attributes of ‘God. In Jesus Christ, mercy and truth met -
together, and righteousness and peace kissed each other.
On the ground of the death of Christ, God can be just
and justify the sinner who believes in Christ.

II.
The Blessings of Grace (3-14)

Now in yerses three to fourteen, we have the blessings -
of grace. The third verse summarizes these blessings,
and the verses that fol]ow glve us these blessings in
detail. '

“Blessed be the God and Father of” our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ.”” Here in this summary,
the Father is the author of the blessings. The blessings:
are of a spiritual and heavenly nature, not earthly and
material. And the Son is the medium  or mediator of
these blessings. All the spiritual blessings include all
that the Father can bestow, and all that the Son can’
merit or provide, and all that the_Spirit can apply. With
all three Persons in the Trinity working together to
bless us poor sinners, how great will our.salvation be
when it is completed and we get to glory No ‘wonder it
is written that, “Eye ‘hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which ‘God hath prepared for them that love him.” No
wonder we read, “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” We bless Him because He first
blessed us. We cannot bless God in the way He blesses
us. When we bless Him, we can only thank and praise
Him for His mercies.. When we bless Him, we can only
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‘ascribe all blessedness to Him. But when He blessés us
He confers favours and blessings upon us.

' Now in giving these blessings of grace in detail, the
- apostle uses a sentence which is*twelve verses in length. -
In.the Revised Version, there is no period from Vverse
two to verse fifteen. In the Authorized Version, there
are three perlods -But in reality, verses three to four-
teen inclusive are all one sentence, and this sentence is
difficult to analyze. Dr. Carroll says that he had never
found a’' man who had thoroughly followed the sentence
-through and kept.up the connection. So, I shal not try
to do what others have tried and failed to do. But we
. will, take a look at some of these blessings ‘of grace and .
. examine them separately. .
F

Chosen To Be Holy and Blameless

’ The first. of these blessmgs to be mentloned are hoh-
* ness and blamelegsnesse— holiness ‘referring to- charac-
ter, .and blamelessness to conduct. These blessirigs-are
) the result of God’s ‘choice or election. The Ephesians
. were not- chosen because they were holy and blameless
but that they should be holy and  blameless. They were’
elected and given to Christ that He might make them
holy and blameless. They were elected and given to
Him in the covenant of grace. In other words, they were
elected to"be saved-and not elected because they were
_-already saved. Election is .used in scripture in various-
ways. Sometimes it signifies the choice or appointment
of a person to an office or to service. Paul was-a chosen -
vessel to bear the name of Christ before the gentiles and
" kings and thé children of Israel. Sometimes election

called; but-few are chosen ” — that is, " few are ‘accepted;
or approved. And sometimes election is used in a wide
sense to include all of the professmg péople of God- The’
‘whole nation of Israel are called the elect of God: and the
whole ‘body of Christians are referred to in Peter as a -
.chosen generation. But here and elsewhere, election /is
used of individuals. as' being chosen to salvatlon In
2 Thess. 2:13. Paul gives thanks -for the Thessalonians-
. because God has from the beginning -chosen them to
.salvation- through sanctification of the ‘Spirit and belief *
of the truth. .As individuals the Thessalonians had been
elected to salvation. The Holy Spirit was “the "efficient

e agent ‘and ‘the truth of the gospel was the suitable means.

"in bringing them to salvation. Before the foundation of °

-of the world, mankind presented themselves to the eye
of God as-lost and '‘God chose out of the mass of humanity.-
a multitude whom no man can number, and gave them to
His Son for Him to save. And concerning these, Christ
says, ,‘All that the Father glveth me shall come to me.”

" And again He says, “And this is the Father s will whxch
hath sent me, that of all which -he hath glven me I
should lose nothing, but shéuld raise it up again at the
last day.” He said to unbelieving Jews, “Ye believe not,

" —because ye are not of my sheep, as T said unto you: My

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand. My Father, which gave them- me, is greater
than all; and no man is a'ble to pluck them out of my
Fathers hand.” So, we were elected from the founda-
. tion of the world to be holy and blameless before God in
love. And election is the cause of our ultimately becom-
ing holy and blameless in the sight of God.

) ‘ " Predestinated to Sonship . !
- ‘Now the next-blessing is adoption. “Havmg predes--
tinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to himself.”” In the Greek it-is sons, not children. Adop-

. tien literally means “placing as a son”. Adoption covers

an aspect of salvation that is not covered by any other
scriptural term. J ustlflcatlon removes the.sentence of
condemnation but it does. not make the.sinnet a son of
God. When the judge justifies the defendant at the.bar,

that-defendant does not become his son by virtue of- be-
iffg ‘justified. And if that-judge wants to make the de-

fendant his son, he will have to play "another role, the .

role of an adopting father. Regeneratlon expresses the

. fact that we get the nature of God in the néw birth, But
. we are sons of God by adoption. Regeneratlon is experi-
- mental . and subJectlve Justification is.objective .and

judicial and adoption is both subjective and-objective,
both experlmental and judicial. In a legal way, God takes "
.those who are not His sons, and legally. makes.them mem-
bers of His family. And so, adoption covers an aspect

of salvation that ‘is not covered-by any other term. .“And-’

-because: we are sons, ‘God hath sent forth the Spmt of

his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba Father.” This

predestination to sonship’ was according to the 'good

‘pleasure of His will, which. means that it was an act of -

sovereignty. In the Bible, predestmatlon is never said
to be to damnation,.but always to.salvation. Predestina-
“ttion makes us gons of ‘God, but it, does nt make us chil-
dren of the devil. We are children of. -wrath by nature.
God does not have-to do anything to make us the children
of . the devil and the children of wrath. Sin has done that.
‘But in salvation, in.rescuing us from our, re'belhon and

. the.conseqiiences of it, 'God has to do plenty. Now ‘elec-

tion and predestination are to~be to the -praise. of the
glory of His grace. Many Kave not learned to praise God
for ¢lection and predestination. The sovereignty of ‘God
in these truths is to be présented to the saved- for their

.\/z.

praise and .thanksgiving. The. unregenerate- will spew ' ’

these doctrines out of their mouth and a lot of Chris—
tians ;will choke on the doctrmes of election and pre-
destination. But they are given to us to bring praxse'
from our hearts and_ our souls.. Who .would rot praise
God.-for being elected to such .a glorious- salvation as we.
have? Who should-not praise 'God for being predestmated
to songhip of God? So.these truths are primarily for the.

"saints. -1 do not. think it will hurt for them to get.out

anywhere, but. they are not prxmarlly for lost people and
cannot be Qpprecxated by any but the saved

'Now the efficient cause of salvation is the will of. God -

I-am saved because God willed ‘my salvation. “Which
were born, not of bloods, nor of the will of the flesh, nor

of the will of man, but -of 'God.” And James says, -“Of .

his own will begat he us with.the word of truth.” The!
meritorious cause of our salvation is the death of Christ,

His blood atonement. And the chief de81gn of ‘#f all is the .

glory of God, that it shall redound, ‘To the praise of the
glory of his gr_ace.”- B T

Redemption by ‘Blood

The next blessing of grace is redemption. “In whom
we have redemption through- his blood, the forgiveness
of sing, according to the riches of his grace.”” The word
redeemed means “to buy back that which had been sold.”
We were sold under sin. Redemptlon in the scrlptures
has both a commercial and a judicial aspect. ® Peter gives

. us the commercial aspect when he says, “Ye were not.

v
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redeemed (or purchased) with corruptxble things, as
silver and gold . . , but with the precious blood of Christ.”
Paul in 1 Cor. 6 '20 gives us the commercial aspect when
‘he says,'“Ye are not your own, For ye are bought with
a price: therefore glorify God in your body, -and in your
spirit, which are God’s.” But here, and in other places,
Paul gives us the judicial view of redemption. Redemp-
tionis from the curse of the law and this Jud1c1al redemp-
tion is by the. blood.of Jesus Chrlsi: The sinner needs
something more than education or an. elevating influence
or a favourable environment. He needs redemption. The
sinner :needs something more than a subjective work of
grace inside-of him. He needs an objective atonement.
He needs to be redeemed from the curse of the law of God
which he has violated and that redemptxon is through the
blood of Jesus 'Christ. Redemption is the basis of for--
giveness. Without redemption there could be no forgive:

ness, and without the blood .of Christ there can be no

redemption, “and without shedding “of blood is no re-

mission.” Redemption is twofold. -There is a present

and a future redemption. As a person, the Jbeliever is~
already, redeemed so that the curse of the law does not.
rest upon him. But he has to wait for the redemptmn of

his body. As-a person, he has been redeemed- by blood,..
but his body. must await redemption by power from the

grave. And like all spiritual blessings, redemption is

“according -to the riches of his grace.” All spiritual and

eternal blessings are dispensed from the. storehouse of
grace. These riches of grace are made to-abound toward

- us in gospel revelation. It is called “the mystery of his

will.” This mystery is not some secret decree of God. -
This mystery is not something that ‘cannot be known,
but something that cannot be known apart from divine
revelation. This: mystery is something that man cannot

- discover and that God must reveal. The gospel is the

mystery of His will, and the gospel was once hidden from
the world in general and known by preparatory revela-
tion in Israel. And it is now thrown open to the whole
world. The law and the prophets witnessed to the gospel.
but in types and shadows. There was not a clear ‘revela-

accordmg tosthe revelation- of the mystery, which was
‘kept secret since the world began, But now is made mani-
fest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to

.. the commandment of the everlasting God, made known .

to all nations for the obedience of faith. » Now- this

together in one in Christ. And this will of God is to be’
administered by Christ. The word translated ‘dispensa-
tion in the Authorized Version, literally means “house
management”, The word is also translated “stewardship”,
a8 when the. rich man said to_his steward, “Give -an ac-.
count of thy stewardship.” In 1 Cor..9:17, Paul uses
the same word when he says that “a dispensation (ot
stewardship) of the gospel is .committed unto me.” Now,
this administration of God’s will in grace has been en-.
trusted to Jesus Christ, and His administration is to
carry out to the letter and to a success, the will of God. ’
For the purpose of all this, IChrist has been delegated all
authority. in heaven and in earth., The work of saving
and judging has been turned over to Jesus Christ, and
‘He will ultimately subdue all things unto Himself. .His
elect will.be subdued by His grace. -Christ rejectors will
be subdued by His wrath in the day of judgment, but
everything and- everybody in the universe will ultimately

-

- be subdued- to Jesus Christ. And- this is to be done in

a perlod called “the fulness of times”. The Christian
era is this period. All prev1ous periods of time reached
their fulness with the coming of Jesus ‘Christ. All time
centres in Him and is reckoned as before Him or in the

- year 'of our Lord. The mediation of ‘Christ-is for the

purpose of brmgmg the whole creatlon into ‘harmony
with ‘the people of God. &in has effeéted ‘division be-
tween man and other parts of creation. If a province
of a great empire should rise up in rebellion against the
established government of the empire, all peaceful com-
munication between tha't province and the royal subjects,
would be prohibited. This must have happéned in. regard
to the holy angels and apostate humanity. Those who at
the laying of earth’s cornerstone sang and /shouted for
joy, when man turned rebel against the government of
'God, must have turned away from men in disgust and
Indignation. But all this is to be changed There is to
be a reunion of the entire fam'lly of ‘God in heaven and ~
earth, including the saints-and all the holy angels. By
Christ’s admuﬂq‘tra‘tlon of God’s will and through His
work of med-ia-tion, a reunion, I 'say, is to be effected.
The time is coming when all will be peaceful and har-
monious m the family, in the household of our God

Predestmated to an Inheritance

Now another blessing of grace is the believer’s inheri-
tance.. ‘Paul tells the Ephesians that they have a part in
this inheritance. ‘This inheritance like all blessings of
grace is a heavenly ‘inheritance. It is a spiritual blessing.
Peter speaks of ‘it as bein’g incorruptible, and undefiled,
and unfading, reserved in heaven.. While waiting - fm

- this inheritance, the believer is said to be sealed so ‘as

to assure his coming into full possession of this inheri-.
tance. This sealing is with the Holy Spmt not baptisni.
Baptism is never anywhere called a seal in the Word of
God. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.
The object of .the seal is to indicate ownership and to
assure our heavenly destination. We mail a letter ad- -
dressed ‘to someone in Montreal. We put a stamp on it.

, That stamp protects it and assures delivery. And if the

government is strong enough, that letter will reach its
destination. If that letter does not reach its destination,

the governnient has failed in that particular case. That . -

stamp is a rather important thing on a letter. - And so
believers are -sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.
That seal indicates ownership of God and.guarantees safe
»dehvery in glory. The Holy Spirit is also the earnest

. of the inheritance, The Holy Spirit is the sample as well

as the pledge of future glory. It is because the Holy
Spirit is in us as the earnest of our inheritance that He
is also our seal. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is
also called the firstfruits of the inheritance. The Holy

Spirit-in us is the inheritance in miniature, a bit of the

heavenly inheritance in-us. But the earnest also means
that the inheritancé is not yet possessed. In Romans
eight Paul sdys that we who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our body. What the first sheaf
is to the full harvest, the first entrance of the Holy Spirit
into the human soul is,to ultimate glory: and complete

- salvation. These are all blessings of grace. They orig-

‘inated in the purpose and the will of '\God and are executed
and administered by the Lord Jesus Christ who has been
delegated authority in heaven and in earth, given power
over all flesh that He might give eternal life to as many
as the Father hast given Him.

“ o~
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A NEW DISPENSATIONALISM?

POPULAR among many evangelicals today ‘is the
prophetic ‘teaching known as dispensationalism. We
trust that we are not guilty of over-generahzatlon when
we say that this school would view God’s dealings with
men as being of a different character in each of several
succeeding ages. For various reasons we cannot accept
most of the conclusions of these dispensational brethren
but we must confess that we have observed in ourselves
and other evangelical brethren some dangerous tendencies
toward a form of practical dispensationalism that is more

to bé dreaded'than the prophetic variety.
What do we mean? Just this—today we are called upon
to proclaim ‘the gospel-as did the apostles but how often
we proceed in our business as though the God of the

 apostles no longer ‘is upon the throne, or, if He is, His

power is not what it was in those earlier days! In other
words, we formulate two dispensations — one in apos-
tolic times where men could trust the Lord; the second
in our day when such trust is outt of place. .

10h, no one would dare express such a thought in so

~many words! Owur whole outlook and- lack of vision, how- ™

ever, are 0ften eloquent and speak ‘more loudly than ariy

words In the matter of reaching out in a vigorous mis-—

‘sionary drive; we allow a thousand and one imagined

" ‘obstacles to- mterfere and serve as excuses. Does it ever

occur to us that these same (and greater) obstacles have
faced God’s servants in other days but they regarded
them as opportunities to see God work. Away with this
practical dispensationalism! -‘The 'God of the prophets
and the apostles is still upon the throne and waits for
men to ‘trust Him that He might show ‘His mighty hand.

jm ’I/mmw ' Roadons

SOMEONE IS WATCHING
* By Alice Hitchcock

“Thou God seest me.”—GCenesis 16 18,

Pearl Brown lived across the street from a beautiful

old mansion. There was a lovely walled garden at one
side and Pear] often wished she might go inside and sée.
all the beautiful flowers. But there was a stern-looking
old gardener, who didn’t look as if he would allow chil-

* ,dren inside the wall. One day Pearl noticed ‘that the

stern-faced gardener was gone. Instead there was a
round faced, Jjolly-looking fellow busy with a hoe.
" “Do you suppose he would allow us to go in and see the
flowers ?”” Pearl asked her little sister Liois. - .

“Want to see flowers,” Lms cried. “Want. to smell
flowers.” -

Pear! walked up close to the wall.- The round-faced
gardener looked up. )
. ““Hello, there!” he said, with a smile. "

Pearl spoke as pohtely as, she knew how. Lois smlled
and showed her prefty dlmples ’

“We would love to see all the flowers in there,” Pearl
told him. .

- “Come right in,” the gardener invited. “You may walk

_along the gravel paths and see them all. But you must

not pull them. Mr, Saunders would be angry if you were
to destroy his flowers. There are several little folks in
- the garden now., They all rpromlsed to be very careful
and not to pull 'the blossoms.”

“Oh, thank you,” Péarl beamed “We won’ touch a
single flower.” -

\

Pear! took Lois by the hand, and together the little
girls walked along the pretty paths. Finally. Lois became
tired of being led. She wriggled loose and ran ahead of
Pearl. Up the path she went toward the stone steps that
led into the rose garden. —

All of a sudden Pear]l heard a cry. It sounded very
much like Lois’ voice. Pearl rushed up the path toward
the stone steéps. The sight that met her eyes made Pearl
throw up her hands in horror. -She could not even utter
a word as she stood looking at- Lois with wide eyes and
an open mouth! For that mischievous child had strewn
roses all over the walk. Piles of red, pink, and yellow
petals 'lay everywhere. She had pulled the roses and
torn them apart!

“Lois!” cried Pearl after a moment “L01s what have
you done?” \

“0Old pin on the prefty rose stuck Lms,” the baby
answered, holding up an injured finger.

“Oh, Lois, what shall we do?” Pearl moaned. “Just

look at the lovely flowers you have ruined. Whatever

will the gardener say?”’
The little gnlrl ‘did not seem to- understand what mis-
chief she had done but poor Pearl knew that this was
the last time she’ would ever be allowed into’ the beauti-
ful garden. Suddenly a thought came to her. Perhaps
if she took Loig and ran out as quickly as she could, the
gardener might not know who had destroyed his flowers.
He might even blame those other -children. Grabbing
Lois’ hand she began to run toward the gate. -

“Hurry, hurry, maybe we can get out before he notices

" what you did.”

When they reachedl the gate, the gardener was busy
pulling weeds. His face was ‘turned the other way. Pearl
knew she could slip past within being seen. Just as she

was about to do it, she remembered that Someone had °

seen her, Someone who watched over the world night and
day, Someone who would be grieved if one of His little
ones deceived. Pearl stopped short. TIf she told the

gardener what had happened, she would never be allowed -

in the garden again. She hesitated, but not for long.

“Mr. Gardener,” she said in a s-ma'll voice, “I'm terribly
sorry,I...”

“Why, what’s wrong ?” .the astomshed gardener asked.
And Pear] told him what had-happened. “Lois is so
small, she didn’t wunderstand- about pullmg the roses, I
guess.”

“Come and show me,which ones she pulled ” the gar-
dener said. ~

Pearl ran ahead. She bounded up the stone steps and

pointed to the heap of petals lying there. Then she
looked up into the-face of the gardener. ‘Why, he didn’t

look angry at all! He was smxhng' Pearl couldn’t under- _

stand.
“The little girl didn’t pull the roses,” he said. “Those

are just old blossoms 'that I snipped off this morning so

that the buds would grow nicer. You needn’t have been so
frightened, }ittle Missy, butI am very glad to meet such
an honest little girl. You and your sister may come in
and see the flowers any time-you like.” _

“Oh, thank you!” Pear]l said with shining eyes. Only
a few moments-before, everything had been all wrong
and now everything was just right. “And all because 1
remembered Jesus was watching me,” Pearl said to her-
self. .

We, too, should remember that Jesus sees everythmg
It helps us in our studies-at school, in our play, in fact
in everything we do. —The Prairie Overcomer
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. ONLY ONE WAY

“There is none other name under heaven given

among men, whereby we must be saved.” . _
. —Acts 4:12,

Says some one, “Why could not God have made more
ways to heaven than one?” 1 do not know but He could
have made half a dozen. I know He made but one. You
say, “Why not have a long line of boats running from
here to heaven?”’ I eannot say, but I simply know that
there is only one boat. You say, “Are there not trees
as luxuriant, as that on Calvary? — more luxuriant, for
that had neither buds nor blossoms; it was stripped 'and
barked ?” Yes, yes, thiere have been taller trees than that
and more luxuriant; but-the only path to heaven is under
.that one tree. Instead of quarrelling because there are
not more ways, let us be thankful to God there is one—
one name given unto men whereby we can be saved—
one laver in which all the world may wash. So you see
what a radiant Gospel this is T preach. I do not know
how a man can stand stolidly and resent it, for it is such
an exhilarant Gospel. It is not a mere whim or caprice;

it is life or death; it is heaVven or hell. You come hefore -

your child, and you have a present in your hand. You put
your hands behind your back and say, “Which hand will
you take? In one hand there is a treasure, in the other
there is not.” The child blindly chooses. ‘But God our
" Father does not do that way with us. He spreads out both
hands, and says, “Now this shall be very plain. In that
hand are pardon, and peace, and life, and the treasures
of heaven; in that hand are punishment, and sorrow, and
woe. Choose; choose for yourselves!” *“He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that be-

h’evet}_x not shall be damned.” .

“Thou art thé way; to Thee alone
From sin and death we flee; .
‘And he who would the Father seek

. Must seek Him, Lord, in Thee.”
: : o ~—TALMAGE

 Oh, that men were half as careful in God’s service to
serve Him as wisely as His enemies are to attack His
kingdom craftily. |Sinners have their wits about them,
and yet saints are dull. -

-~

—IC. H. SPURGEON

Bible School Lissan Dutline
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. First Quarter Lesson 10 March 4, 1956

" OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (T(}r.), -

JESUS WARNS OF EARTHLY ANXIETY
Lesson Text: Luke 12:16-32.

Golden Text: “Seek ve first the kingdom of God; and all

these things shall be added unto you.”—Luke 12:81.

I. The Peril of False Security: verses 16-21.

Although an innumerable company of people had gathered
around our Lord, His chief ‘concern was the instruction- of
His own disciples (verse 1; John 17:9). He warned them
against the sins of hypocrisy and covetousness (verses I, 15),
bo'th of which are common in this materialistic age. Hypocrisy
results from the desire for unmerited fame (Matt. 23:28), and
covetousness is caused by the lust for undeserved wealth
(1 Tim, 6:6-11). 'This pareble fllustrates the nature of true

* fail,

prosperity and indicates the importance of baving a right

perspective in life (verse 15). .

In-the first place, the rich farmer was foolish because he
was ungrateful. - He failed to bless-the Lord for a plentiful
harvest. An abundant crop affords no one the right to boast;
‘the Lord alone gives the power to get wealth (Gen. 8:22;
Deut. 8:10-18; Psa. 65:9-13; Matt. 5:45). ’

The problem of an over-crowded barn is sometimes as
difficult to solve as that of an empty igranary. At one time
the economic experts of the nation may be perplexed because
of famine, scant provisions, and consequent high prices; at
another time because of over-production, glutting of the
markets and-low prices. The rich man was foolish; as nations
may be foolish, in that the problem is considered from the
standpoint of self-interest. He did not stop to enquire why
God had given him a plentiful supply of grain (Gen. 41:25-
36), nor. did he take thotight for the need of others (Jas.
2:15, 16; 1 John 8:17). Notice the repetition of the words
«“” and “-my”. -

Again, this rich man lived and planned as though there
were no God and no eternity. In this he was most foolish,

“for it is the part of wisdom to care for the interests of 'the

immortal soul (Mark 8:36; 2 Cor, 4:18). To seek to increase
one’s worldly possessions while mneglecting one’s spiritual
welfare is folly in God’s sight (Psa. 62:10; Jas. 5:1-5). This
man discovered that his soul was not his own, but was to be
required of him (Eeccl. 11:9). He deemed himself secure for
many years,-but God demanded a reckoning ‘that very might.
He Jost both his soul and his possessions, for wealth cannot
buy salvation (Psar 52:7; Isa. 55:2; Heb. 2:9; Matt. 19:22,
23). Every one ig foolish who is not rich toward God in
faith (Jas. 2:5; 2 Pet. 1:11), wisdom (Prov. 8:11) and good
works (1 Tim, 6:18). e

II. The Folly of Undue Anxiety: verses 22-32.
Worldliness hinders saints as well as sinners. The disciples

-

‘had supposedly left all and followed Christ, but like many °*

modern disciples, the things of the world had a large place

in'their though'ts, plans and ambitions (2 Tim. 4:10; 1 John .

2:15-17). The Christian is inclined to be anxious and
troubled—about many things, when but one thing is needful
(Luke 10:41, 42). Since spiritual interests are of paramount
importance, Christ admonished ‘His disciples to take no
anxious thought regarding their food and clothing.

The nations of the world may aim to secure material pros-
perity, but believers should seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness (Matt. 6:25-34; Rom. 14:17). To do
His will should be their chief aim and ambition (John 4:34).

"Too many resemble Jacob, who promised .to follow the Lord

if he were given bread to eat and raiment to put on (Gen. -
28:20-22), while too few display the courage of the three
Hebrew 'youths who were determined- to obey-the Lord,
no matter how great the cost (Dan. 8:17, 18). The God who
is our Father and our King is also our Shepherd (verse.82).
He knows our need, and He will provide for those who trust
Him and obey (Psa. 23:1; Phil. 4:19). .

The rich man’s treasure was laid up on- earth and his heart
was centered upon earthly things (Psa. 119:25). The :Chris-
tian’s {reasure is deposited in heaven and he directs his
affections to Divine things :(Matt. 6:19-21; Col. 3:1-4; 2
Tim, 1:12).. Tt is God’s pleasure to make His. children’ rich
(Rom. 8:17; 1 1Cor. 3:21-23; 2 Cor. 8:9; Eph. 1:11, 18); to
bestow upon them an inheritamee which will not fade or
which is safe and secure, which is imperishable and
incorruptible (1 Pet. 1:4). :

Daily Bible Readings
Feb. 27—Beware of ICovetousness
Feb. 28—Heavenly Treasures ........

Feb. 29—Laying up Treasures
Mar. 1—No Anxious Thought

.......................... Luke 12:1-15
... Luke 12:83-40
... Matt. 6:19-24
..... Matt. 6:25-34

Mar.\:2—Fret Not Thyself ... Psa. 37
Mar. 3—He Careth For You..... .. 1 Pet. 5:6-10
Mar. Psalm 28

4—1I Shall Not Want ...

Suggested Hymns
Though troubles assail.
The Lord’s my Shepherd. :
‘God will take care of you. -
Simply trusting every day.
My Father is rich. Lo
God holds the key.
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ﬂuuo.twu' Pander tllese facts - ,"' |

g

« « » « in one year the Knlghts of Columbus have spent $700,000 o adveruse~Roman
Catholic beliefs. S;nce the campazgn began, 1,600,000 people lhave answered .
these ads. '

e e . the “Jehovah Witnesses” . " who already operate the . world’sjargest relzgzous
publzshzng house, will this year open their spacwus new Canadwn headquarters -
from whwh their literature will ﬂood Canada - - R ¥

]hateachmv[mmlmowthnvalunandpnwm
- a[ﬂmpamtedpaqc dayau’ N

Dear Reader :—— ' S .. - ) )

- . -
[ . .

The Gos;‘:el Witness is a missionary .paper tnat seeke to win souls, instrlict .
“believers and. warn against error. The, income fron:subscriotions-does not |
nearly meet the expens'es. Your help is u.rgently fieeded. All .gifts will be -
gra_tefully'\l.'eeeived. Thousands of dollars 4re needed -if we are: to expand '

e ‘-o.

this printed ministry. May I hear from you ‘today? o o N

- e . ° Yours in the Gospel

-, - - " LESLIE K.~ TARR EDITOR.

- 8 (Please tear off and return this portion) - ' . o .
THE GOSPEL WITNESS - .
130 Gerrard St.-East, _ o i . :
Toronto 2, Canada ' ’ : _ - B ' -

‘
!

Dear Mr. Tarr: . :
Enclosed find ny "GIFT of ‘$ : . ] -
toward THE GOSPEL WITNESS Fund in response to your Annual Letter. .

Name :. B — . S

’

AddreSS' ' I ' S — -

NOTE: The main purpose of this letter is to sollclt glft _over and above - )
. renewals.. But if your subscr1pt1on to our paper is about to expire, and you - | )
speclally desne that the amount of the renewal of your subscrlptlon be - . . 1

taken out of your doénation, will you Please 1nd1cate with an X here. 0O

-~




