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E' ACH -Sunday over a local radio station, Rev. Gor4on 
'C. 'Smyth, B.A., 'conqucts a short program, "IS un day 

.. Morning Devotions" (CKEY Toronto, at 10.30 A.M.). 
Mr. Smyth, ItjJe minister of Yonge ,S!reet United; Chur~h, 
proba'bly h~s a large Iis-tening audience at that chOice 
nour. What· a· marvelous. oppqrtun~ty to present the gos
pel to his hearers! A recent hroadcast has 'been dra'Yn 
to our attention, 'however, and we mus-t confess our diS
appointment on reading its cont~nts. 

. In dealing with the account of. the heali~g of the man 
sick of the .palsy (,Mar:k .2), Mr. Smyth presents a rather 
startling and un,biblical description and' definiltioI,1 of a 
miracle. Here is .how he' describes this. act of healing: 

/ 

something similar happened in th'e ease of a man. of Caper
nauJ!l who was brought to lesus. . 

Surely, it does not lessen: our estimate of the Son. of God 
. to interpret this miracle of healing. thus? ; On the contrary, 
does :it ·not greatly enhance .His reputation,? Imagine! Nine
teen hundred yeaie ago our Lord perfected meth:ods of mend
ing the broken lives of men an~ women; methods which long 
centuries later science is only beginning to understand. 
Further, what has. been our view of a miracle anyhow? The 
dictiOlllary defines the ·word as a "remarkable oceurrece", 
no more, or 1Il0 less; A miracle is not ·an act which must be 
forever inexplicable. It is quite a natural act, tliat is, when 
the laws governing it are found out. Why much of what you 
and I take for granted .,..... the radio and-electric light - would 

. appear Just as miraculous to' the disciples of lesus Christ as 
much of what t·hey saw the'Master do appears to ·be miracu
lous to us. God would not be God, if He were to shut up a 

. Observe first the' act of healing itself. Call it· a miracle, logical explanation of His truths, time' without end. And I 
if you want to. So it used to be called. So it may still be cannot help mentioning what our Lord declared before the 
called. This story is an iIIustrafiOlll of a number of the close of His earthly ministry, ''Truly; I say to you, he whO 
wonderful or miraculous activitieS of the .Son of~. Thus, believes in Me will also do the works that I do; and greater 
it is instructive in what it tells us. You' know; certalD people works than these will'he ·do, because I go to the Father." 
read an account like this in the New Testament. No ex- Probably this Capernaum case was a form.of·paraly~ 're-
planation of'the remarkable cure of' the 'man' is put down I' f ilt I Lo k t th • - t 
there in print. Perhaps the readers become cynical about the su tmg rom a go comp ex. 0 a e C1~ms ances as 

, truthfulness of what they read. Perhaps they go'farther in' follows. The patient was in his late·teens or early twenties; 
• at the stage of life when some young people play fast and 

their reaction, coming to th:e conclusion, that the JJible IS loose with their morals. This youth may have fallen into 
not reliable. - - degrading practices secretly. Then, his' cOlllScience began to 

Fortunately; you and I are helped, if we are willing to put function. His home trai.png began to stir "ithiit him, His 
on the glasses of science BIRd look out through .thE'se lens at ''better self" began to rebuke him. . Suddenly, one day a 
what we read. It is reasSuring to note what light .modem powerful wave of shame 8IIld fear swept over ·him. He col
learning throws upon the technique of th:e Muter. For lapsed and lay there paralyzed, to the amazement and concern 
instance, . the following ent!Y appea.rs in the diary of a d!s-, of all who knew liim _ until the Great Physician of us all 
tinguished doctor •. AccordlDg to hiS own book of case-hlS- looked into his eyes, probing to the depths of his pathetic 
tories, this medical man ~as onCe c,!lled to th~ hom!! of a story. The very love of God, with all love's healing power, 
lady who had ~uarrelled, m a most Violent fashlo~. With he.r reached .out to that youth outstretched UpOlll a bed of hell, 
cook. (Of course, no~y listening in this mommg would "My son, your sins are forgiven." Who could dOUbt words 
dp, that.!) .She .wa~ sei~ .by. ~a~alysis •.. lIut, .lis.~en tc! what,' from such lips, the lips of the Son of ~, ot.ir. Saviq~r ChJ;ist· . 
the physiClBD put ID hiS diary. 'I found the patient In b~, .lesus! T.his time a blessed 'wave of liberation swept over 
very much dist.urbed by. what had happened. S~~ .was m- the youth. It p.enetrated to the centre of his beinlF' Why, the 

_ capable of makJ!llg thesbghtest movement. Sensd'lhty. to a functional paralysis disappeared as promptly as Jt .had ~me. 
I pric~ ~ad ceas~ over the whole ~urf!lce c;»~ the .Io,wer ex- "Rise, take up Y9ur pallet, and go home," urged ChrIst to 

tremItles. Whde I made the exammatIpn, the patient asked cinch His cure There must be no delay. There must be no 
me: 'Is it serious!' 'S~rious? Not ~ .the least;, it is only a-time for. doubi or question. The young man got wtlakly to 
nervous weakness .brought on by. emotion. IIIl. three days fOU 'his feet;, Speechless before his good fortune, he moved off 
will be on your feet!' Then, takmg her relatives to one sld~. with:'his companions without a word to say. As' for the 

.' I too~ care to sa>:.,to them; 'You have hear~ t~at ~ h/lve said audience, 'they were.~~Jl. '~'~~~~"!IIIld glorified God, saying, 
she wdl.be cured m·three·days;.I C9uld h~v«: said .tliree weeks, ~'We never saw anytlimg lIke tlils!" 
three months or more, for I' have Seen s,lmdar circumstlll!ces ~From mimeographed' address, "The God. Who Dared 
last for years. It all.depends upon t~e Idea th~t the patient . To Be a Man"; delivered Sunday; February 7, 1956 • 

. . gets into her head. 'fake care, :~hen, to take It for granted .' . ..., . . 
.Ythat the· \»atient w! b~ ~ured' wit~in . t~e. fixed time. Do not What a concept of the Lord Jesus Christ!· Is He' merely. 

make bebeve. to bebeve It; that wIll not do - all o! you be- a twentieth century psycho.-analyst who appeared Ibefore 
,lieve it!' Without any ·further ,treatment ~he patient was .,.. '. .: . '. d f I 
cured and walked on tlie third day." Now,. it seems to me, HIS ~tIme? Yes, and, what. a shallow, madequat~ an· a se 

.. 
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definition of a miracle. -The radio preacher declares that 
"the dictionary defines ·the w()rd (i.e. miracle) as a 're
markable occurrence'." We wonder what vest pocket 

. dictionary gives this as the definition of a miracle. We 
. have always been led to 'believe that these "modern -schoJ
ars" sought the very best authorities with which to 

,vanquish those of us who are "obscu·rantists" and 
"fundamentalists".' It is generally conceded that the 
fourteen volume Oxford, Dictionary is the standard. r~fer
ence work. Here is its definition of a miracle:-;-

I."' • 

1. A marveNous event occu~ng within human experience, 
which cannot have been brO'llght about by human power or 
by the' operation of any natural agency, and' must there-
Tore be ascribed to the special dntervention of the Deity 
or of some supernatura:l being; chiefly, an act (e.g. of 
heming) exMbitiIllg control over the laws of nature, and 
serving as evidence that 1Jhe agent is eiiili.er divine or is _ 
specially favou~ by God:. ' 

_2. trans. ·in :various senses, esp. as applied hypeTboUcally 
to an achievement seemingly beyond hUllDan power, or an 
occurrence so marvellous as to appear sUJpernatural. 
b. Phrase, To a miracle: so 'WeN or successifulqy as to seem 
mi'l'aculous: ·marvel1lously well. 
c. eoner. A wondeI'lful dbject, a marvel; a person or 
thing of more than natural exeetlence; a sUl'lpassing ex
ample af. some quality. 
3. A miraculous story; a legend. Obs. 

We would suggest that Mr. Smyth discard the paper 
back, dime st()re dictionary, which gives such a defini-' 
tion of miracle as that which he proposes and that he 
either accept the Biblical unders-tanding of the term or 
else openly deny that Jesus Christ p~rformed miracles'. 
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We have a further suggestion. The late' Editor of 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS .once declared that we needed a 
"-rescue mission for fallen words". How true! Words, 
like people, sometimes fall upon baQ days and bad com- it may also apply -in the life of chu·rches. Those churches 
pany and so 'are emptied of all their worth and-meaning. which ,have had the privilege of a gO'dly heritage 'and 
So many good, substantial Biblical wor:ds ,thus need' to be peculiar blessing 'have much for which they can .truly 
rescued from the hands of modern theological manipula- thank God. Let the emphasis, 'however, be correctly 
tors - words such as mi·racle, the Vir-gin Hirth, in spira- placed - not in boasting of spiritual privilege but in a 
tion, regeneration, .resurrect,ion, hell, etc. Such a noble humble dependence upon the Lord which is a better mark 
work would force those who denied, the Bible to coin ,their' of real than~s'giving. 
own words to express their unbelief and, thus IChristians How much of our thanksgiving is really like that of 
would not be bothered 'by double talk. , the proud, :boastful Pharisee., "'God, I thank thee, that 

" I am 'not as other men are ... " Of such "prayer!'?" and 
When Thanksgiving is Sin! "thanksgiving", the Word:,.ofGod declares very signifi-

cantly '-' "The Pharisee stood and thus .prayed with him-

T' RUE thanksgiving and pra\se to 'God is never sinful selt ... " His voice never wenflbeyondl the ceiling of the 
'but ·rather is the mark of heart devotion. With the temple ,but simply echoed and re-echoed in his own l!;mall 

psalmist, every believer would, do well to remind himself I soul. Note that'the Lord Jesus"Christ never denied that 
. continually - "Let us come before his face with thanks- the Pharisee was all thltt he claimed to be! Pro'bably he 

giving". While true thanksgiving from the hea·rt is never was not gUilty of the sins which he so proudly enumerated 
sinful, there is a' type of lip offering that the child of as the common frailties of lesser men but still his 
God must avoid at aU cost.' '''t1hankegiving'' was sin and no other word can 'better 

Whenever our "thanksgiving" to God is in reality a describe it. . . 
thinly veiled form of boasting and: an evidence of pride, If we, as ind-ividuals and churches, desire to be used 
then it can be described only as sinful. It is possi:ble to of, the Lord, we cannot engage in such 'pride and boast
come before the Lord and to believe ·that we are praisilJg . ing. By aJI means let our voices rise in genuine thanks
HilI.! as we thank Him for ()ur imagined or real spir.itual - giving coupled with a real, heart-felt sense of our a!bso
advancement an:d the peculiar privileges whiCh He has lute dependence upon God. . Otherwise we s'haH be rest
graciously g·ranted unto us. Surely we"s.hould- praise Hfm ing upon past .glories and be disqualified for present 
for those benefits which He is pleased to bestow upon us service. 
but is not our emphasis frequently upOn our own sup
'posed sp'iritual superiority rather than upon praise to 
Him? In short, is such "thanksgiving" not a subtle form 
of boasting? . ' -' 

Not only can this -be true in the ca:se of individuals but 

, Most of the grand truth's of ;God hav~ to 'be learned 
by trouhle; they must be bu·rned 'in'to us by the ,hot iron _ 
of affliction, otherwise we shall not truly receive them. 

. .-:.JC. H. SPURGEON 
" 

'. 

" 

I 
t 
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What is. Jes.us Doing • In Heaven 
A Sermon By Dr. T. T. Shields . , 

\ 
N , 

ow.' 

P·reached in J'arvis Street Bapti'sj; Church, Toronlto, ·Sunday Evening, Septemoer 26th, 1926-
(-8tenogr8iphica:lly Reported) 

"This man, because he continuetlh ever, hath an unchangeaible priesthood. ." 
"Wherefore he i-s ~le ·to save them to the uttermost that come u·nto God by him, 

. . seeing he ever UlVeth t.O make intel"Cessi~ fot 'them."---lHeibreWlil 7:24, 25. 
• ' I 

WE WOR'~HIP this evening a living Christ! He was tion? Is the,re anything in your life from which you need 
:-crucified, buried, and raised a-gain from the dead, to, be saved? Have you any consciousness of" sin and, its 

and ascended into heaven and the world saw him no more. power? Are you faHing in the realization even of your 
And we have read this evening that He is now engaged' own ideals? Is it true respecting you tlhat you have 
iIi the exercise of His office 'as our great and glorious "sinned and come short of ' the glory of God"? It must 
High Priest. He has entered into heaven itself, there, .ibe true, for that is true of all of us. Because it is true, 
"to appear in the presence of God for us" ..... Some time we all need salvation. We need to ·be saved individually, 
ago a ce'rtain professor made a confession of faith and we need a new nature, a new 'power in our lives; we need 
concluded 'his statemet;lt of belief respecting J esllS Christ to be brought into a new relationship to God.· 
with these wo"rds, "I helieve that Jesus ever liveth to be 

. the, in~piration of aH of. His followers." -..And the g.reat 
majority of people, I fancy, supposed'he had,quoted 'Scri.p
ture ....:.... it eounded Hke Scripture. And, of course it is 
true that Jesus Christ is the inspiration of His follow
ers: "·Consid·er 'him that endured. suen contradiction of 
sinners against himself .. lest ye 'be wearied and· faint in 
your minds." . To the believer Jesus is an inspiration: 
"Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should foHow his steps." But t!hat is only a half truth. 
The great central fact of the -gospel is that Jesus .christ 
is our l'Iigh Priest,and that in 'heaven He is now exer
cising the office of the priesthood, "seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them" - for His followers. 

We have, then, between God and man a Mediator whose 
office changes not .. We read in the Old Testament of 
kings who, during the priesthood of certain men, walked 
in the ways of the Lord but when their spiritual leaders 
died, they dec;Iined from the Lord's way. Now these 
priests were many, our context tens us, and "wel'e not 
suffered to continue by reason of death: but this man~ 
because he continueth -ever, .hath an unC'hangeahle priest
hood". Jesus Christ is, first of all, our great High 
Priest; He has entered into -heaven itself with His own 

. hlood the·re "to appear in the presence of ,God for us". 
Because we have a living High Priest we are told that 
He is ahle to save "to the uttermost" all that come unto 

/ 

God by 'Hiin. ' 

He is not a mere human saviour, He is vastly more 
than man. Oh, does it matter whether Jesus was virgin
born? D,oes it maotter whether He was begotten of the 
Holy Ghost? Does it matter whether He did actualIy 
cast out demons? Is it really of any consequence to us 
at all whether He did· actually call the dead to life? Did 
He still the tl;'mpest? Is the record of His supernatural 
ministry true? Is He more than a man? Is He God? 
l think. your heart :has answered every question in the 
affirmative and you know very well that you need some
one who is ,"able to save", 'And so He proclaimed that 
simple truth that there is power in Him: ·'0 Lord, how 
manifold are thy wotks! in wisdom hast thou made them 
all: t.he earth is full of thy dches"; "All things were 
made by him; ·and. without him was not any thing made 
that was mad'e"; "For 'by him were all things created, 
that a,re in heaven. and that are' in earth, visible and 
iI'lvisi.ble, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or prin
cipalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 
~nd for him: and he is before all things, and iby him 
·~,lI things consist." It is absolutely essential, if we are 
to have any foundation for the 'feet of faith to st./1.nd 
upon, if we J~!,e to have a g.raih of trust, it is abs<?luiely 
essential that we shou.Jd clearly apprehend the truth that 
in trusting-Jesus ,Christ we are not trusting a -man, hut 
we are trusting 'God. 'He is able - I do not care 'how 
great a sinner you are, or how old. a sinner, it does not 
matter what the particular weakness, 01' what your 
peculiar sin, what your teJn.p~ation may be,' though you 
live in circumstances as difficult as Lot in that. wicked 
city of the plains, or as ,Noah when ini'quity had ripened 
for punishment, no matter who you are, what you ·are,. 
what your 'besetment. I declare to you that He Who made 
you in the beginning, can make you over again, that He, 
in Whose hand the power/of omnipotence resides, and 
by Whose word the worlds were called into 'being, is able 
to save. 

o ' 

1[. 

Now JESUS CHRIST IS ABLE TO SAVE. 

SO, then, the eternal salvation of all believers is secured 
by the perpetual priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ '
"he is a!ble also to save". I want to 'bring that message 
to every troubled and tried souI- this evening, that Jesus 
Chr!st is able to save. lie does not come merely t() teach 
-though He is a Teacher-nor to set before us 'an ex
ample - thou'g'h I 'ha~e _said that He .is that! His great 
work, the work for which He came to die, and for which 
He n~ lives, is the saving of men. 'Do you need.' salva-

~', 

"He is able Ito save them to the uttermost" - that 
means, not from the uttermost; that is true, He can lift 

. us from the deepest pit, He can deiiver us from the miry 
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.' clay, He can -brel\k every dhain that binds, He can save nesses, and carries it all into court. Now tliat Jesus has 
a man from the very ibrink of hell itself when the fires gone into heaven itself to appear fo~r us, what can He 
of hell are already kindled"in his nature, 'no matter how p<?ssibly say in our 'behalf?, What extent,rating circum
deeply sunken in sin, He is able to save. But:the text 'has stances can He .plead, what justification for your sin· 
a forward reach, it stretches the ·great arms of its mean- ~nd mine can our great Advoca:t~offer in' the presence 

, .ing ·beyond the boundaries of time into the immeasur8ible of the Holy one? Someone will say, "I have not a very 
eternjties of ,the future and.it .says that 'Ue, this living good_ chance. In youth I had Ipore than my share of 
S~viour, is able to save to the. uttermost. That meariS, temptation; the world was very unkind. to me." . "My 

, of course, He. is Bible. to save you. to-day, He is a,ble to pa,rents", perhaps someone will say, ','were not Christians; 
save you to-llIlorrow, He is able ·to save you next year, I have not had the advantages'of an early training such' 

~ and twenty~'years hence; and through all the pilgrimage' as som~e had,; and I am what· I am because of II]Y circum
of'time. 'Though you should live to be as old as Methuse- stances, ',because of my environment." And the fact is, 
l~h, He is able to save to the uttermost, forevermore, com- ·you know that is not true. And you know it would .be 
'·pletely, everypalt of you: yoilr spirit, your soul ~ 'or useless to ask Him' to make any such defense' in your 
your mind'with all its faculties - your affeCtions, your behalf before the 'Throne. 'He does not .do it,' He ~oes 
judgment, you,r reason., your conscience, -your will,. all 'not attempt it. He goes before .the Thr.one," first of al~, to 

·1Jhere is of you in th!;! realm of the mind may be touched enter a :plea of. "guilty" in your behalf. Your Counsell()r, 
a~d quickened 'by the divine 'Spirit. And, He is abl~' to your great High Priest 'before heaven's White Throne, 
save even the body, for iby and by He is' coming 'back will enter a plea of ·guilty. He knows that·you are 'guilty, 
again and we sllaIl .have perfected ·,bodies. . He is a,ble to and until you are ready io acknowledge that, you' are 
save all there is 9f US', completely, leaving nothing. out. ,'guilty, you can never have Jesus'Chris't as your Advocate . 

. His salvation 'is for the whole man, spirit, 'soul, and Listen:' "If any matn. sin, we.'have an advocate with the 
body; and,. lie can 'save us to the' uttermost '- forever- Father, Jesus ,Christ therig·hteous." "Oh but," you say, 

'.more. . "I haye ,not. sinned. II. ~W. a .member of the church, I 
That is the gospel. It is no exp~riment to trust Christ, 'pay my dues, I am a respectable member I of. sodety." 

you are not' asked to .put Him on prO'bation, ,to subject ' Very well, my friend, 'you will have to plead your own case 
His' promises to trial. . This is the' declaration of a for ,the Lord Jesus will never undertake 'it .. If you are 
sovereign God, this Jesus can begin a work of salvation ·ready to say: "I have sinned) I have p,o .plea; 1 !have no 

ro in you, and carry it on for, ever. justification; I cannot plead any circu-ms,tances, or my 
hereditary taint, or anything of the .kind - an that I 

.II. 'can say is ·that I 'am, gililty :- I am guilty - I ani a· 
!WELL NOW, ,HOW AND WHY? "Seeing he ever I,iveth ,to' ·sinner." "Very well, then,'" says the Lord Jesus, "I will 

make intercession for them:'~· Our 'salvation .is wrapped Ibe your Advocate. If that'is your plea I will take that 
up in' Christ, there is no salvation apart from Christ. plea of 'guilty" up to th.e throne of. God, and I ·will enter 
Wh~n He died) we died in Him; When He was raised, it in yolir behalf." " 
from the dead, we shared the power of His. resurrection; ~~Oh, 't,hat will be a hard .case for us, to have the g:r:eat
now that He lives for ever in the presence of' God, be- est Ad:vocate in all the univ.e1se plea'd 'guilty' in our' 

.. / cause.He lives we shall Jive also. The salvation which behalf!" Oh n9; we read: "But Christ being come an 
I God gives is commensurate with the endless life, the ,high priest of good things to come, by a 'greater and more 

indissolu'ble'life, the eternal life that is in God Himself. perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, 
"lie ever liveth to make intercession for tp.em." It' not of this building; neither .·by the blood of ·goats and 
means thill, that our great High Priest has now entered calves, 'but by his own Iblood he enter.ed at once into the 
into the Holy Place in our behalf. As bur Mediator, and holy ,place, having-obtained eternal redemption for us." 
ou.r Advocate, He .pleads our cause before the throne of What is His own blood'? "The life of the flesh is in the 

. God, He' has,'gone to 'tlie 'Supreme Court to plead our blood." The 'blood is the life of the flesh in solution: ... · 
I cause: Suppose some man ';has had :a case at law. He What did the blood of Jesus Chris,t represent? It repre

has employed able counsei, to" conduct his case, and he -sen ted the life of. Christ, His sinless ,life, His 8ibsolu~ely 
loses it; ,but his counsel appeals it, land it is carried to. perfect life. He entered into heaven itself with His'j)wn 
another court, and then to another, and then,-to another, blood saying, "I plead guilty in behalf of My client .. 
and at last he ·takes his 'appeal to the supreme court of' Under the law we have no justification to plead, except 
the Empire, to the Privy 'Council. Then he says, "I must, this, that I have paid his. debts. J come· with My own . 
have the ablest counsel in the land to represent me 'in blood, representative 'of My life, the life of. God . Himself, . :' .. 
that court of final appeal. for if I lose my case there I' the life -tliat I laid down because no man could'take it 

- .. lose it everywhere." And' so he gathers all his forces from me, and I took it again." And so our 'great High 
together and makes, one last',great effort to have the' Priest.pleads His own blood"in thepresen<;e -of God. ' 

. a1blest' legal representative in the suprem'e court to plead :Now do you wou'der ,why:~ome of us ()bject to' that 
: his ~ase. Well, my friends, that ts the gospel. Our'iJOrd half-way gospel which represents .:resu~· as merely the 
Jesus com.es to poor ':bankrup·t sinners' and undertakes to "inspiration" of His followers? I drove through Kingston 
plea~, ?ur cause' before the thron~ of Hea:ven: ','If any last week, and we passed not· fa.r from a _ plat'e where 
~a~ sm, we:have .a~"advocate WIth, the F~ther, Jesus' there was a great 'company of II.1en whom,. I have no dou1b't, 

" ~hl"lst the r:,~~teous.. . And He has gone Into h!'!ave?, would be glad to foll.ow anyone into ,freedom. But .they 
. . Itself,. there. t!J a~pear·m the presence of God for us, . are b~ind stone walls, ,held. fast 'within iron bars and 
'.' . Well, ,but 'what is the evidence when He gets there? the Law keeps guard· at t~e gates,' and the watchmen .. 

. The man .whosecase r have silpposed ·provides his counsel walk with loaded. nius,I5ets on th¢ wall. The '~aw says, . 
witll all the mate~ial, that he may at:gue' his case before "~There is .no escape; there is no liberation, for' the pris-

t:> his judges. 'He produces th~ .~videilce, he :..can~ 'his ;Wi-t-, oner;, the d'Efut must"·)je paid." ·Wha-t is the use o~ send-

" 

, -, 

J 
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ing to prisoners like that, and, say'ing; "We offer, you the 
example of the noblest Man' t~at ever lived"! I think 
they would say,"Let us out of 'prison and we .willsee if 
we can foltow Hi,m; 'but it ill no use offering that ,to us 
while we are bound with chains and confined within iron 
bars." And'that kind of 'gospel which se~s up the char
,acter, 'the example, of Jesus before' ~oor lo~t men under 
thel condemnation" of 'God's broken law, yet offers no 
expiation fOor their guilt, no way of deliverance,from their 
sin - I say, -tihat gospel ,is not a gospel at 'all. It is 
mockery to urge men, to folloW such an Example, when' 
what ,they ·ne'ed first of all: is a 'Priest Who can and will 
pay their debt, 'and enter a plea in their behalf !before 
the Judge of all. the 'earth. And, tha~ is exactly w~at 
Jesus Christ came ,to do" in heaven He pleads ,the merit 
of His own blood·. 

What a wonderfullSacrifice that was! All through the 
centui'ies.there was a -remembrance of, sin. Every year 
the liigh priest went ,into the holy place "'not without 
'blood, whilfu he 'offered for himself, .and for-the errors 
01. the people". ,But ·we are told that Jesus offered only 
oile sacrifice, He did 'not offer another. I 'remember a 
certain distlliguished ·gentleman coming here during the 
war. ,"He was offered to n;J:e as a pulpit ,supply on ·Satur
day, and was said to have a great messa·ge. (I' will not 
mention .his name, b.ut, it is a name 'known around the 
world). He' stood in this pulpit and preached 'salvation 
through the sacrifice of the soldiers on the 'battle ·field. 
I recall his exact words: "I will take my chances on .the 
eternal future of a man .who dies doing his duty.." And 
when he had sat down, 'before I closed, the service I 
quoted this .scripture: "Once' in the end' of the ~orld 
'hath he appeared to put away 'sin '1:iy the sacrifice, of 
himself." Oh, my brethren and -sisters, that one 'Sacri
fice of infinite' value has made every, other. ,sacrifice 
su,perfluous: " 

What if someone - I know. you will h'ave to stretch 
you·r imagimi..tion'even to think of it -~ut what :if some
one were to offer ,to bestow 'upon you a gift w'hose value 
was reckoned in terms. of' minions of dollars, a large 
estate, a great -mansibn thronged with servants, elabor- , 
ately furnished:, ringing with music,:in a country where 
the" climate was perfect, and where there was no night, 
and -no ..tears,and no death - if that were .possible, and 
someone Sh9tdd ·saY·,to you, "I wi~l give you all that and 
furthermore, I have found the elixir of life, and you 
will 'not only have 'aneternal inheritance, but eternal l,ife 
to enjoy it, in .the most glorious climate in t'he universe. 

.. This estate cost millions, but I offer it ·to you as a free 
gift." .Nnd when he does 'that, you take out your'little 
purse and SaY, "I think I have ~wenty~five cents, won't. 
you let me pay f9r it?," How absurd,.how utterly absurd! 
And then, if, when you examine the twenty-five cent' 

,piece, you found -it was a counterfeit, it was not even 
twenty-five cents, and it would.' not pass at the bank
yet you stand up proudly 'and say, "Now, i am going to 
pay my way., There it is." That is' the folly of, men 
Who preach salvation 'by works. You ,nave ,not even the 
twenty-five cents, and if you pad, it is worth not.hing in 
-Heaven's bank: earth"s cuyrency is so corrupted and' 
debased, and the whole' kingdom 'Of 'man's soul is utterly 
bankrupt. You have nothing, to pay, '- ' 

"Jesus paid it all -
.MI 'to Him lowe; 
Sin had left a erilIl8'on stain; 

. 'He waShed it White as snow." 

The meaning of this text is th~t day by day through 
all the years He offers His blood as.the blood 'of a fresh
ikilled sacrifice, 3S though 'Calvary took place.' to-daY-
always ·there, 'always'there, saying, "Del~ver' 'him from .. 
,going/down to the pit: I have found a ,ransom !" 

Iii some of our colleges we h~ve endowments. We go ~ 
'back in the' charter and read what some man ha<J 'put into . 
that· charter.' He said, "I have a million dollars or so,' 
which I am going to leaVle to the cause of .'Ghristian 
Education; and' I am going to safeguard -it as much as 
I possibly can. 'Therefore I have written into the charter 
of that institution certain conditions stipulating what 
that money is used for, What .it fs ·to ibe employed to ' 
teach." After a While that donor dies, and in a very 
-little while he is almost forgotten. Certahi trustees have . 
the money, and they 'say, "Well, times have changed, we 
are not going to be i'uled by a dead hand. He is 'not !iv-, 
ing to speak, others will speak for him." But here is my, 
illustration: our Lord Jesus, invested all 'that He had, 

,even to the last drop of His ·blood. If I may reverently 
'say so, He exhausted Heaven's excheque!'.' to pay what 
you and I owed. H~ went, into the grave and, carne out, 
of ,the grave and before He, went nome, to -glory He: 
showed: ,His disciples 'His hands and His side.. He said, 
,"These marks will identify Me." To unbelieving Thomas 
He said, "Come on, Thomas. I know what you said last 
week. Come and' put your finger into· the print of the 
nail, and t'hr,ust your :hand into my side here, and be not -' 
faithless 'but 'believing. I am the same Jesus. I went to 
the cross. It was I W'ho bowed '¥y head. as I cried, "It is 
finished' '~ it is alI.paitl. An:d 'here is 'the proof of it. . 
Handle me, and see; for a spi·r~t hath not flesh a:n~d 
bones, as y~ ~ee'l!le have." , 

And then do you. know what happened'? One day out 
on ·the Mount of Olives He spread .abro:ad t'hose wounded' 
hands in parting bened,iction and ,even ,,!-S He blessed 
them, suspending the law of gravitation by His almighty 
ppwer, He 'a~'cended:until'a cloud, received Him' out of , 
their sight.' He carried that, crucified !body ,- may I 
reveren.tly 'say so, the receipt for the payment of ·the 
price - right into the presence of. 'God. ,And there He 
appears and says, "This is the 'prpof of ,it .. I paid ~t." 
And When in vision John'sees those 'wondrous days which 
are yet to be, in heaven in tl1e midst of the Tour ani! 
twenty elders, and the four living cr~tures,,1ie saw the 

,Lamb as it had '·been slain - why, 'my friends. we are 
for ,ever united with the Crucified,. No one can challenge 
our ri'ght to be there, though ,the' challenge carne from 
hell itself, or fromea:rth. Our great High Priest lives, 
He lives to plead· the merit of His own ,blood; and to see 
of, the travail of His soul until' He is satisfied .. When 
we have 'been a miIlio:n years in h-eaven ..;..., o'h, hear me! 
- when we have been a million years in the presence of 
God, having enjoyed that complete ,redeniptioR, we !lhaH 
be as much dependent upon the precious blood of Christ 
as we are to-day. By virtue of that' g.reat 'Sacrifice our 
sins are removed, and we shall 'be at last. withOlit fault" 
before the, throne of God. 

III. 
WILL YOU TRUST HIM?, 'Salvation is not:subscription to 

a <!reed merely, although I have nothing to' say against, 
creeds; salvation is not belief of the Bible merely, for 
one m~y say he !believes the Bible .in an intellectual way, 
and never be saved:, stil'lJatwn is dep'endent upon a· com
plete abandonment of the soul to J e8U8" C~rist as a living 

. , 

\ 
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Saviour. It is ceasing to plead for ourselves, 'doing just FOLLY OF DELAY ILLUSTRAl'ED 
, as, the px:isoner d-oes in the courts. He .sits· there and A certain man had a/long journey 'before 'him:, which 

never says' a word; bbt his' advocate app.ears in his be· must needs be 'made in one day; for it would)be im-
, half, and .the prisoner'is abs'Olu~ely silent. And so ibefOtle' PQssi1ble for him to jOl,.rney a mile in that co'imtry after 

the throne of 'God, the Lord, Jesus is as much-our 'Su'bsti- ni!ghtfall, neither was there any place wherein he Gould 
tute and Representative as He was upon the c,ross .. He la-d'ge on the road,. He knew right weB .that this journey 
never lost a 'case; He "ever liveth to make intercession.' was appointed him, and that it was his duty to perform, 
f'Or us:" If you (-,-ome to Him to-night, if you put. your it; and, moreover, he told his best f~iends that he was 
trust in Him, yo:ur sins will ,be washed away; and if, fully determined to set out thereon; but he thou1ght the 
ere, you close your eyes, you bow before Him in pray~r, matter was easier than they seemed t-o imagine. In his 
y'Our prayer will go up in the name of Jesus, and if you slahle there wa'li a fine studl 'Of strong and 'swi;ft horses 

'live to be an old man, 'Or an old 'woman, right t~ the suitable for the road, and a carriage st-ood ,read,y for ·hi,s 
- very end, y-ou will have n'Othing' to plead,hut the name rid'ing.~ The traveller did not set out in the 'early morn

of Jesus. Prayer after .prayer' ascends, and He takes 'ing; for he said that there ,was time enough. Meanwhile, 
it and perfumes it with.His own merit and presents it , 'by 'a certain custom of the' country, tW'O of 'his best 
to God,- - and ,the:answer comes. Oh, shall we-trust horses were taken for the king's service, and this caused 
Him t'O-ni'ght? Shall we commit ou,r case to ,the living the traveller t-o IOdk about him; but he 'soon quieted 
Saviour? Put yourself into His hands, and: then rest upon d-own, sa't, down to his d,ishes and his cups, and cried, 
the ,promise 'of ,the everlasting c'Ovenant. '. ,'What's the ,good of haste?" 'While thus engaged, 'more 

That.is what Jesus is' doing in heaven to~day, praying of his horses 'Were 'lost, Qr stolen, or-else they strayed, 
for you and for me. ',- and 'had he then 'set out and kept'well t'O his journey, he 

, Let ~s bow in prayer: had scarce the'means left to accomplish 'it.· Still he waited 
t 0 Lord our God, hast Thou spoken by Thy Spirit to any with his 'boon· cQmpanions. till one way or ~nother his' 
one here? Is there someone here -who has tried a'thousand horses were gone,and he had nothing left to ~ide upon -
times and fidled? Is there someone'_who has sought help in 'but a single wretched jade. Then he made much ado 
his ,friends, or his minister, or in, his priest, or in the cllUrch, about setting 'Out, and meant to ,fly along the road at a 
only to find that his trust has been misplaced, and that he 
has received no saving power? Wilt thou tum' our eyes great rate; only it so happened that while he was ,re-

""- away from all that is bumamr, all that is' of e~th, and help solving the sun went dQwn,' and 'he never reached the 
, us to look with: the eyes of faith to Jesus Christ, "the Lamb 'place where he would have been rewarded with 'honQur 

of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." Hear us and profit. 
in this, and may many be saved to-night. And if some hearts . 
are even now praying, "Lord, save me," ,let them rest upon, :The explanation of the riddle is easy. A mali in hi'S 
Thy promise that "whosoever shall call on ·the name of the' early days, wi ttt his' best years Ibefore him, i~ r80 foolish 
Lord shall be saved." We ask it in Jesus' name, A!'len. ,as. to :put off the concerns of his soul tiU ,he is older. 

EXPOSITION OF ROMAN'S. By Robert Haldane (1764- , 
1842}.Third Volume. Sovereign 'Grace BQok Cluib, 
4'13 S. E. First ,street, Evansville, Ind. Price $2.00, 

1 . 

Anyone who wi$hes to ,revel in the ei'ghth of RQmans 
(and what saint. does not?) will find, much ,profit in 
reading Robert Haldane in hise~haustive treatment of 
t'bis glorio!ls portion of Holy_Writ. 

MI'. Jay ,Green, owner ,and manager of the Sovereign 
Grace Book Club, is in the process of l"epublishing Hal
dane on Roma1!s in five volumes of 'approximately 160 
pages each. The third volum~ is,now ready for distribu
tion and contains the exposition of the eighth chapter 
and also Haldane's disc'ussion of the ,Sabbath. -

'This reviewer has owned a CQPy of Haldane ,for many 
years and has regarded it as the g,reatest work ever done 

- Y ea,rs follow years, and yet he delays J delays even 
when his last. worn, and feeble a'ge is ail that remains to 
hilI!-, and death carnes before. it is welcome. Alas, that 
men should think to perfQrm the mos't important business 
of all at a, time when all their PQwers and faculties are, 
failing! G-od's 'service requires all our a:bilities in the 
prime O'f their strength,and-it is wicked as well as fO'ol
:i'Sh to pult Him off wi1Jh our leavings, and endeavO'ur :to 
reach heaven 'On a worn-out steed at the fa'g-end of the 
day. ' • . 

-C. H. -SPURGEON' 

.'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'!J!"llIIllIlIIlIIlIInIllIllIllIIllIIllIIllIlIlIIIIIlIIIIllIlIllIIllIllIllNIIIIIIIIII1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111' - In Print Ag.nll 
FIFTY YEARS IN THE 
CHURCH Of ROME, 

Br 
FATHER CHARLES M:CHINIQUY . 

, . 

on this blessed epistle. His -treatment of the eighth L 
chapter is par excellence. These books are well printed I, 
and attractively bound in cloth. The price is $2.00 pet 

After 70 yea:rs this is 8f;liI one of 'tihe beet 
'boob on ,!l!le blSlde 'IJtorr at the Roman 

, 'Church. It .. written bj a former Canadian 
priest WlhOile ~ wu i.rreproachable. 1 vO'lume or $7.50 for the set of five when ordered tQgether. 

----'C. D. COLE 

- ---.;.-----------------~----------.---
MY COVENANT DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB 

Desiring t~ have a vital part In the work of the furtherance 
lof the Gospel, l hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be 
applied to the Church Ext~ion Loan Fund of The Col1,serva
tive Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This inoney will' 
be loaned out to deserving causes to auist in the erection of 
suitable places of worship. (Matt. 28:19, 10). 
Natne """ ......... , .. ", .. ""''''''''''''''''" ..... " .. "''" ..... " ..... ", .. ,, ... ,, .... : ......... " .. , .. 
A~ ........ ,:;.:""" ......................................... ; .......................................... . 

/ 

Ev~,'hia superiors gave glowing testbnony 
of his abflltty and charaeter. 

EVERY PROTESTANT SHOULD 
'. REkDITI 

'. 

This iii not ,8 pampt'ldet or· booldet but I. a 
472 page, clOth bound Volume .. Price $3.75. 

,1= WRI~N~~OPY 
laO ~ SL Eo - T .... to '2. Oa&ario 

Ii . 
r.'.8IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-.. _linIllllll1lUUlIDllm!'UlllmUnnnnilummmonnmmmnllllll1llllnllnllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllm", 
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.B-aptist Advance In the United States 
Co~trasted with Canadian Baptist· 'Scene 

) . . 

"IN CANADA the 'Baptists did not 'experience ,rapid 
or extensive 'growth ... " So declares Dr. J. R. 

Mu'tchmore, the executive' secretary of the United 
Churc'h's Board of Evangelism and ,Social IService, in his 
recent ·booklet, "The 'Christian Gospel and .its Witness;" 
CpubIi.shed by Tidings, Nashville, Tennessee). As the. 
writer of tHis present article read Dr. 'Murehmore's state
ment, his first reaction was one of resentment that such 
an opinion should' be expressed· il)y the United' Church 
official. More thought,' however, causes us to' examine 
the facts in order to determine-the trclthfulness of this 
assertion. 'Such examination must force one to conclude 
that nr. Mutchmore is a-bsolutely correct in his O'bserva
tion and that he could have said much more about the 
low mtmerical standing of Baptists in Canada. . 

Today the Baptists of all shades and stripes make y,p . 
less than four per cent· of the Canadian population; ac
cording to the census of 1951. Less than four persons 
of everyone hundred- 'belong to Baptist churches in even 
some loose connection! For ourselves, we are humbled 
at the thought that we have made such a small impact 
u·pon tlie Ganadian people. On .the one hand those of us 
who a,re evangelical Baptists are persuaded that the Bap
tist position is the New 'Testament position but on the 
other han.d, we have dlOne so little to propagate the gospel 
that we repres'ent less than four per dmrt of this land's 
population. 
. 'It is futile and misleading for us to make excuses for 
such a situation. How easy it is to find such excuses! 
F.or instance, someone may stoutly declare that while the 
Baptists are so few in number, they have made a. greater 
impact than the numbers woulQ. ·indicate. Th.e same state
ment could be' made -by the Jehovah Witnesses with much 
more foundation in fact; indeed any relatively small 
group could lay such a claim. Or again. perhaps some
one might declare that our influeJ.lce has'been great upon 
other religious groups and hence there has been a leaven
ing effect upon them. So what? The apostles would 
never have 'been satisfied with such a loose procedure 
which did not establish -churches that the gospel ,might 
be preached- for· years to come. 0 '. 

'Then, a'gain, this situation with regard to the Baptists 
in Canada stands in such sharp contrast with the phen
omenal spread of Ba'ptist churches in the Uni,ted States. 
These two lands with ,their undefended common ,border, 
lie side 'by side, haye- Ii cQmmon language and share to a 
large degree a common heritage. In one of them (the 
United States), however, the Baptists have ,become a 
major factor in the religious life and stand today as the 
largest of the non-Roman denominations 'while here in 
Canada, the Baptists are a poor fourth among. the non
Roman denominations. 

At this point some dear soul wiII abject that the success 
of the gospel and the blessi:ng of the Lord cannot be 
determined by numbers. Not entirely! but numbers are 
certainly ind·icative of the impact w~ich a ·group has 
made upon a countrY. Or again, someone will decla·re 
that a percentage of those who claim'ed to be Baptists in 

. / 

. . 
the United 'States are not really Baptists or Christians. 
Perhaps: Prdbably also an equal or greater percentage 
of Canadians who so denominate themselves are neither 

"Baptists nor Christians. 

To read of the uphill climb of our 'Baptist brethren in 
the United 'States is to feel that one . lives again in the 
d.ay of the apostles. At the time of the American Rev
olution toward the end of the eighteenth century they 
were few in 'number compared with the Episcopalians 
(Anghcans), the ConkregationaJists or the Presbyterians. 
These thz,:ee denominations appealed more t9 those ·who 
desired a strong, tightly-knit organization and a more 
fonnal religion. No historian of one hundred and fifty 
years ago would have dared to predict that the-Baptists' 
today would ibe mOre in number than the Anglicans, the 
Congregationalists and the Presbyterians combined! Yet 
such is the cas·e. 

Hd'w is this ·growth to be explained? That the bles~ing 
of the Lord rested upon these early servants of the Lord 
is obvious ,but, we ask, what are the more tangible fac
tors that explain this conquest? It is impossible to ex
plain this rapid, onward march of the Baptists j-n the 
early days apart from the fact that they were possessed 
with a conviction as to what was 'God's message and what 
was ,God's way of propagating that message. Po!'sessed 
with this simple ibut profound conviction. they went fortr. 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, expecting to see God 
honour those who 'honoured Him. Such implicit faith in. 
God car,ried them across a land for the sake of the. gospel. ... 

In other words, these Baptists were determined to be. 
Baptists! This statement may seem to be commonplace 
and someone may inquire - "Aren't. most Baptists de
termined to be Baptists?" Our little observation prompts 
us to conclude that too many Canadian Bapti$t churches 
(evangelical as well as modernillt) 'are Baptist only in 
name. We cannot expect to see flourishing churches and 
a solid, daring advance_until we resolve that we shall be 
Baptists for the simple reason that the historic Baptist 
position ia the New Testament position. The present 
tendency for a church: building to have a .Baptist sign
·board on the outside and· anything and everything inside 
would never have won the advancing American frontier 
for New Testament ChristiilDi-ty. 

iY ea, these Baptists of the frontier were not theorists. 
Just as deplorable as the tendency to loosene~s .in practice 
is the tendency to orthodoxy in 'belief and an accompany
ing lethargy. It· is possible to be very orthodox and dig
nified in doing nothing! Like the apostles, the Baptists. 
iIi colonial America and the America of the 'nineteerith 
century, possessed a conviction and then set out' in the 
,power of God to move· heaven and eal"th in order to see 
the divine program successful. . 

• 
S-ome might object that these frontier preach~rs were 

"rugged" or "unrefined"; Some of our pres~nt day Bap
tist churches would be shocked at thei·r rough 'and ready 
manner. An intense devotion to the Lord, however, and. 
a love for men's souls' made them to' be mighty instr.t
ments in the hands of· God whereas their modern critics 
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have no such boast. "The recent issue of Life maga~ine 
'which dealt with Christianity in th~ United States, while 
. by no means sympathetic· to evangelical Christianity, de
clares - "Ruggedness, _absence of· f,rills, and practical. 
local democracy accounted for' thesuq::ess of the Bap- ' 
tists on the frontier, a success wl1'ich in turn accounts for 
the numerial standing of the ·Baptists among Protestants 
in the U.S. today: first with some 18.5 million church 
members, followed by the Methodists with 11.7 million." 
(Life, Dec. 26, 1955). By no means would we concede 
that these factors alone account for the success for they 
entirely overlook the blessing of the Lord hut, at the 
same time, we know full well that such consecrated labour 
in the hand of the Lord is destined only for success. 

The healthy life displayed among so many Baptists in 
the United ,States today is surely an incentive to Cana
dian Baptists. They have t'heir problems just as do we 
but at the same time 'we mtist\ confess that' they are 
making real headway while such 'cannot be truly said· of 

, evangelical Baptists in Canada. ' 
Is this not cause for renewed consecration and imagina

tive, apostolic outreach coupled with great faith in God 
and dependence upon the Holy Sp.irit? Let us ackl}owl
edge that we are living at a poor dying rate and that we 
must awake to our opportunities and responsibilities or 
else eke out a meagre existence! - ,Canadian evangelical 
Baptists, before you ·lies a land that is ripe for conquest 
for Christ! To the work! 

Australian Mission 

Lo. Angelss Times Plwt<> 

Australia bound! Pictured above prior to their departure' 
from Los Angeles are (from left to right) Dr. Mc~tire, Dr. 

. Kinney and Dr. ~Iade; • 

Beloved in the Lord, 

Letter No.5, 
Sydney, Australia 
January 31, 1956 

'Tonight we are looking forward to our meeting in the 
Sydney Town Hall and tomorrow night ,the World Council 
of Churches opens its meetings there. The publicity 
which the 'W.IC.C. has received 'here is 'very great and 
every effort - and I think that is a mild statement -
is being put· forth to suppress our presence hei·e. After 
the initialpres,s stories of ou.r coming and Clyde Ken
nedy's interviews at the airport, the World Council's 
representatives here, particularly Malcolmn McKay, put 
pressure on the newspapers to cut us entirely; and up to 
the present that is what the large Sydney Morning lfemld 
has done. It has carried volumes of pictures and stories 
about the W.C.C., with .the main stories actually written 
'by Malcolm McKay himself. It surely is a one-sided 
affair, but a lot of things are happening and we know 
that there are 'bund·reds of people talking about the issues 
which have been raised. New Life, the most poplllar and 
largest 'Christian weekly in the ,country, in 'its current 
issue has featured on its front page the W.C.C.'s visit 

. and our joining of the i~sues of .the hour: 

CANADIAN REUGIOUS SCENE - CENSUS OF 1951 

IS THIS PROGRESS? 

The census of forty years ~go n 911) showed that 
the Baptists made up'" 5 % of the Canadian population. 
The census of 1951 shows that they compose 3.7% 
of the population! 

(fhe latest hlow came today when the Sydney Telegraph 
in the wee hou,rs of the night scuttled a large paid ad 
which we had inserted, carrying the pictures of our 
eight-man team, quoting in full the doctrinal statement 

. of the International Council of Christian Churches, rais
ing questions about the W.C.C. and then quoting Albert 
Bereczky's praise of communism as a gift of God. The 
large ad was OK'd for page 114, and all was settled, ·but 
the editor, at the last minute, jerked it out. . 

When a free press is subject to such pressures, gives 
its space freely to one side and refuses' even the other 
side the right to pay for a statement of its case, surely 
we are in a bad way. 

Many men owe the 'grandeur of their lives to their / 
tremendoUs Ilifficulties. 

Don't let anyone think that, when the ecumenical move
ment gets its.one-world church, there will be liberty for 
anybody outside of their circle V1ho disagrees. If it' is 
this bad now, how will it be then L Actually, the World 

C. H. SPURGEON Council leaders talk of libe~, but they here have worked' 

( 

i 

/ 



, 

~February 16; 1956. THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (697.) 9 

I 

for suppression. It is- a fact of history that, when men 
cannot meet criticisms -based upon evidence, the only 
method which can be employed is that of suppression. 

resemble the pioneer.s who came to America? Here was 
a little bit of Amsterdam and the same people rve seen 
so many times on Kalverstra·ad. These immigrants are 
scattered throu'gh the country, andr once a -.year they are 

I am sure you can see that we',re going to have a lot brought together. _ The church is only five years old and 
more d~velopments -before we leave this country. The there are 19 congregations. -. 
Australian radio carried a story ~nnouncing our arrival 'I felt very much at -home. The morning was spent in 
and word has gone out over. the enti·re country that -the a service with some 20 parts. The .scripture was Revela
I.e.c.c. men are coming. . tion 3 :7-13. _ The~ first meditation 'by the Rev. M-r.· 

W'hen we arrived at the airport we were greeted by a 'DeGra·af, "Kerk Van Jesus Christus," was followed by 
campany of 25, including six or seven Czech refugees, singing, "The Church's -One Foundation Is Jesus rChris't, 
one of whom is the editor of the Czech paper. The!'e her Lord." ·T.p.e second meditation by the Rev. Mr. 
brethren were 'among those who led the fight against Vander Born was "Kerk Van De Jl,eformatie," followed 
Hromadka when he was here before. He came then 'by singing, "A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark' 
under the auspices of a Peace Council, not connected with. never failing." ,......The third- meditation by the Rev. Mr. 
the church. and he caused near riots. . Now that he is Bouna, who has just come f·rom America, was, "Church 
coming under the aura of the church, there is definitely WitnDiscipline," followed iby singing, "With~n Thy tern-
a hesitancy ~o touch the- issue, Believe me, the ·com- pIe, Lord, in that most holy place, we on Thy loving kind
munists knew what they were doing when they infil- ness dwelL'" 'The last meditation by the Rev. Mr. Van 
"trated the highest level of the World Council of Churches! Brussel, was, "'Missionary Church", and -this was fol- " 

-~astor T. R: A. EcO'b of the Hurstville Baptist Church . lowed b~, singing, ."Ghrist slha~l have dominion ~ver land 
is chairman of the local-committee sponsorina; our visit,_ and sea.. ~ollowmg -the servIce, the congregatIOn went 

~ and he has .rbeen working-night and day setting up' the to a LegIon Hall-for coffee and- lu_nch. Here songs were 
meetings, arranging for literature, and .-preac'hing- ap- sung, cont~sts were he~-d, ea~h ch~rch o~ group present 
pointments, and a-ssisting M.r. Kennedy. It was_ certainly gave a tes'tImo~y. Durmg thIS per-lOd, TImothy T?w and 
good to see ,so many of the friends that we had made ! we·r.e rboth called upon fo~ speeches. Austr~ha Day_ 
on pur two previous visits. At -. the airport watching us IS the end of rthe summer here. It corresponds to our -
was the Rev. Malcolm McKay. Apparently' he was sur- Four·th of JI!.~y. 
veying the situation for further action! -A reporter from '. I must stop now. The ~ord is with us.- "The God. of 
the ~ele!Jraph interviewed us and a picture was taken Jacob is our refuge."- I will write again as soon as 
but ,neither:.. the ':t:ep,ort nor the -picture appeared in'the possi·ble. 
Telegt·am. ~t was scotched hi·goher up and this was a 
prelude to the killing of our large advertisement. 

* 

In IChrist, 
CARL McINTIRE 

* * * 
Letter No.6 

Sydney, Australia, 
February 1, 1956 

In regard- to th'is ad, it ought to 'be observed that there 
is a waterfront strike on at the moment and the p'aper 
'has .carried a large ad- stating the case of management. 
::t;Jut the I.C.C.rC/s position in relation to our present dis-
p~te cannot,be stated. Dear Friends in Christ, 

We were rushed f,rom the' airport-downtown and then- At lunch a few momentsago,·when we were all albout 
- ta,ken to a meeting where four churches had: comhined' the table discussing the meeting last night at the Town 

in a special gathering to receive us. The fellowship of Hall and the wonderful victory the Lord gave, Dr._ Slade, 
this,meeting, with our just coming off the airplane, was- in the true tradition of the late Dr. T. -T. Shields. gave 
·a delight to our souls. ' The church was filled and the us a ';,erse of':Scripture which is indeed ffbting - Judges 
singing lifted our hearts tc? Heaven. The- people-love the 8 :4~ And rGldeon _came to Jordan, and ~asse~ over, .:he, 
Lord, they want the facts, and they a.re happy something. and the t?ree hun?r~d men- that were wIth hIm" famt. 
is being "doI).e a'bout it. I am confident that the W.IC.C. yet pursumg them. 
leaders in the country are awa-re of these cond'itions also We are still ,pursuing and the openings that are com-
and thie explains their effort against us. ing today are from many ·places. The meeting last nig<hrt_ 

. We've all been. going different places. Tim~thy Tow 
was _ the fi:.::st to arrive, and everywhere 'he has gone he 
has returned full of enthusiasm and confidence. Ormeo,· 

. in his inimitable way, has captured- the hearts of evel:y 
congregation. He -has many -invitations to come and 
hold special meetings. Burgomaster Warnaar and Mazier
s'ki !lave heen delayed. 'Sunday, we-_were all-out morning 
and evening in various churches. 

Yesterday, the imrmi'grants from the Netherlands form
ing the Christian Reformed Ch'.lrch held an all-qay gath
ering in Wollongong; 50 miles so.uth of here, on the south 
coast. Warnaar had if>een scheduled, to he wi·i;h them._ 
Some 400 gathered from all.over New South Wales. When 
Mr. Warnaar did not ar,rive, Timothy Tow and I went 
down for the day. H~re we saw these -heroic people, 

• pioneers, building a new and- true church in a new and 
strange land. I won~ered .many times if this did Iiot 

will take its place 'in the -history of the I.e.c.lC. movement 
·along.s:ide of the first great meeting in Brazil· in the San 
Paulo Theatre in 1949. A ·"bonfi.re" was set in this city 
la8t night and lit is going'to burn for -many years to 
come. We wi,tnessed a real miracle of God. The people 
came and they -kept coming until there were around 
1200 in the Hail, which with its curved 'balcony, will seat 
2,400., _ 

We did not know' what to an-ticipate; there was no way 
.of telling. We did not know that the representath~e of 
the World 'Council of Churches had said that oll-r meeting 
would be "a flop". It was _anything 'but that, but, with 
the two morning papers shutting out the ·I.C.C:C. en
tirely and giving columns to the W.C.C., ther~ was ·little' 
prospect of 'getting to the·:people on such short notice. 
Nobody had any idea that we w~re coming' or that '11 
Town Hall meeting would be held on January' 31. Only
the Lord.- knew all the details which He worked ou-t; He 

.' 
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·was the One who arranged for the 'Town Hall to 'be avail
alble on. t~e 31st~usually bookings take six months in 
advance. When we arrived in ·~ydney the 'paper.s did not. 

. report it. W.C .. C. :men arriving at the same time were 
reported with pictures. However, the Australian .radio 

I.C.C.·C. represented many lands, including ICanada. There 
was genuine appreciation of this tie with the British 
Commonwealth. '. '. . _ 

Mr. Keiuiedy reported on his coming and how tlhe Lord 
had opened the door and had gone before. With him .the 
Scriptures had been fulfilled. ' . representative was at the .airport and obtained a state

meV-,t from me and put it on the nation-wide news pro-
'gram. ,Mr. Kennedy also purchased some 37 spot Every man 'gave to the audience a v'erse fr~m the Bible. 
announcements on ~he radio at a cost of $4:50. It was From where we 'sat on the platform it was_apparent 
these radio announcements, more than anything else, that the audience was sympathetic and that it was ready 
that brought the people in. One man came 400 miles; to receive the informa,:tion we had. to ·giv:e. 

~ , 
many came from what is called the "country"..- In -my 'adda:-ess I took one of the great theme texts.of 

Mr. Kennedy cam~ to Australia ~nd two reporters at the mov.em!:..nt, Isaiah_ 59: 19, and we appealed. to the 
the ai.rfield saw 'his name on the 'IlJanifest simply as an Bible, our unity in Christ, and responSIbility to stand for 
American. No .one had been notified in advance. He the truth. o.f the Gospel. We turned to consider 
:was asked what was his business and he explained, show- Hromadkaand the .communist cause: Dr. O. Frederick ' 
ed the repnrters the documE.!ntation he had· in his bag. Nolde, chairman of ,the Commission- of the Churches on I 

They saw that there was substance and an issue. Their International Affairs, on his arrival had reported that 
stories went through the City desks as routine, and, I the W.>C.C. would go to HungarY. The ,Herald had· a 
am ·sure that other developments concerning the I.C.C.C. four-column' headHne, "W orId IChurches' Council to Meet 
would. also have been reported in the normal course of in Hungary':. With this in hand we told the story of· 
news if it· had not been for the pressure from the 'World A}bert Bereczky and; how, ~s a communist, he had led 
Council of Churches'. representatives' in Australia to in the suc:r,jugation of all the churches in Hungary. I 
squelch it. These stories raised many questions. .read f,rom th~ communist Hungarian Church Press, of 

'The Rev. T. R. A. Ec~b chai,red the meeting. When which Lajos Veto, a member of the Central'Committee of 
. we entered the Hall they were singing enthusiastically the W.C:C., is the publisher, in which_Bereczky, in a 

'Gospel 'hymns. Two men came to me .and s3,id they want- tenth anniversary message celebrating the so-called 
ed to identify themselves with the meeting. Mr. Ecob "liberation" of Hungary into communist hands, declared 
invited them to the platform. When men came forwara that the new communist ordezi was the "'gift of God's 
in this way, there is real conviction in ,their souls. They grace which we modestly and humbly try to promote with 
were Mr. A. D. G. Downer, grand master, Loyal Orange our helpful ministrations." 
Institute of N.'S".W., 43'1 Victoria Ave., Chatswood, I ·pointed out that Bereczky, according ·to the Hun
N.'S.W:.; and Mr. A. M. Downer, grand secretary, Loyal garian Church Press, is the chairman of the committee 
Orange Institute of N.'S.W., 100 IClarence 'St., Sydney, .which· will welcome and arrange for th-e meetings of the· 
N.S.W. . W:C.C.'s 'Central Committee when i,t meets in Hungary. 

Six ,reporters sa,t at a table below us and two photo-. Quite a set-up, isn't it?? I developed it and pointed out 
graphers were ta:king .pictures .. We wondered. what they its significance and it sur.ely did strike home. Illustra- ' 
would tell. The Tel~graph carried nothing .this morn- tiona of this type which I -gave throughout the message 
ing; the Herald a !brief story saying ,there were 1,000 God used to change the attitude of many, many people 
people p.resent. The Sun also skipped it, :but the Mirror ~ toward the I:C . .c.C. and also toward the W.C.C. One man 
gave it a two-column headHne. "Row at Church Rally", said, "I cfl;me to this meeting 100 per cent ~?r the W.IC.C. 
and, thank God, wrote' an editorial criticiz-ing the World . I am leav:mg 100 per cent f~r the I .. C.C.C. . It was the 
Council of 'Churches and presenting the LC.C.'s 'position pre:entatIon of documentatIOn and the appeal to ~he 
relative to communist infiltration in the W .. C.IC. This Scnptures -that 'God, used. ..Repeatedly there was ap-
editorial is"a real victory. . - plause, an~ ·r~peatedly t?ere were .cat-calls which, of 

. . course,. enlIvened the meetmg! 
Well, I wlsh,You could 'have h'een at the meeting. It . . .' . 

, lasted until ten' o'clock and the people still wanted more. .A:r~other mCl.d-ent. centred around- th.e readm~ of a· 
Timothy Tow was introduced fi-rst and he received hearty chppmg reportmg a matement from OhicagO durmg the 
applause. 'He .spo'ke of his struggle with mod-ernism and Evanstol} assemblr 'b!..D~. 'Malcolm McKay,. refer,ring 
then of his gratitude for the Austr~lian troops who pur_~o Dr. Hromad~a s vls~t.m 19~4 to Austra!!a as not 
sued- the communists in the jungle. Ormeo said he was a u~de;. the auspICes .of ~~e 'Councll of.IChurches. McK~y 
voice from the mission field 'and the audience listened saId,. We are not mVItu).'g Dr. Hrornadka to preach m 
in rapt attention. He, too, received, several times, hearty our chu:ches." I then 'held up th~ ,Sydney' Hera.ld ~nd 
applause. ~he curlent program. Hromadka IS not. only preachmg 

Dr: Kinney gave hi!' perspnal testimony of how the 
independent Baptist movement in the U.S.A. tOfrk shape. 
He ~hen read from the advertisement which the Telegraph' 
had refused to print a,fter it had, 'OK'd it and set i~ up' 
for runnin'g. 'This brought expressions of regret and 
some indignation from the audience.' -

It' became appa,rent thwt there were some communist 
hecklers in tlhe meeting and with t.hem wa!' a clergyman 
with his round colla~·. '. '. 

~ Dr. Slade explained that he wanted all to know that the 

m the churches but he is a highly honoured member of 
the W.C:C.'s. executive committee which is being felici
tated by both the state and national officials. 

The following resoluljon was. adopted at .the close of 
the II).eeting: 

"That this meeting of ;Sydney dtizens views 'with' 
alarm the reported intention of the Prime Minister 
to .particiopa,te in the Festival of Faith .promoted 
hy ,the communist-infiltrated World Council of 
Ohurches. 
"Having 'J;egard to the bitter controversy among 

. " 
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Christians as to the activities and composition of 
the w.e.c., it ill becomes the Prime Minister to 
permit his high office to 'be used in such partisan 
fashion. 
"'IV e also ex~ress strqng disapproval of the use of 
Australian military forces and apparatus in con· 
nection with'the F.estivaI of .Faith. . • 
"We respectfuIJ.y call upon the Prime Minister to 
~onsider his position and decline to appear on the 
same platform as Dr. Hromadka. 
"We also request that permission for the use of the 
military searchlight apparatus for W.C.C. purposes 
be withdrawn thy the Government." -

-The stories that I 'have hea-rd today rubout -the meeting 
indicate that the people have really been stirred. One 
young Method,ist ·boy, sat up till 2 a-.m. wr.iting letters. 
Another person is wor-king to get 200 people in the Mel
bourne area, wilbh whom he had .special contbac't, 'to 
attend the meetings there. We put out last night liter.· 
ally thousands of pieces of literatu·re - how many, I do' 
not know, but the people came and asked for more. These 
included "What's The Difference," "A ''Study about 
Joseph L. Hromadka", "Documentary Ev-idence on W.C.C. 
Leaders". "Festiyal of Faith", and "How -Communism 
Has In~iltrated the w.e.c." 

English 

Bible 

Course 

SEVENTEENIDH LEOTURE 
in-the 

El'rourSIH 'B:[IBLE COURSE 
TORONTO BAP'I~JJsr;r ISEMINARY 

By Dr. C. D. Cole' 

February 9th, 1956 

THE. CU~E FOR ~ARE 
Philippians ~ 

I 

I N THIS last chapter of Paul's letter to the Philippians 
he returns to the 'key llote of the epistle, Christian 

joy. Joy is somewhat lost sight of in the third cnapter 
as ,he warns of the coming of Judaizers and describes 
the enemies of the cross. But at no point in his letter 
does he bring any serious charge against his bel oven 

God- has worked- a work far beyond our underst.anding.· 
To think Hia't in such a short time all of this could be 
accomplished! It takes an issue to arouse people. When 
people realize that ibot:h the faith and our Ji·berty are at 
stake, they are ready to work and to do bal1tle for Christ. 
.A movement is here. May God raise up the leaders to 

. Philippians. Hej;peaks of them as his JOY and crovyn; 
his joy in the present; and crown in the future. And 
this epistle to the Philippians is P.aul's joy and crown 

. car-ry on. 
When we went 'back to the hotel last ni-ght, we all got 

on our knees and thanked 'God. Earlier that day, when 
things .looked· rather datk. we als got on our kne.es to· 
gether and tal-ked with our Father in Heaven. 

I must close. I'm sure you realize that there a-re many 
things that I haven't theen ahle to put down. 

An invitation' came -a little. while ago from -the Ko:ean 
Consul stationed 'here for our party to !be his guests to~ 

. morrow night at dinner. 
I want you to thank :with ·me, Mrs. Thea .Cox, acting 

office secreta,ry for the Bible Union, who has graciously 
taken the dictation. She -has promised to take another 
lettez: tomorrow before I leave for Perth. 

What has happened here is just. a token for good for 
what I am ,sure is ahead. Australia is :being spoken to. 
and Australia is bEling ~irred. The previous visits in 
1950 'with Dr. Shields and our trip in 1953 have laid a 
solid foundation with· many friend.ships which God is now 
building upon. 

In Him, 
'CARL McINTIRE 

* ... * .... ' * 
CABLEGRAM RECEIVEID WEDNEISDAY,' FEBRU· 
ARY 8,1956, FROM HOBART, TAISMANIA, 10.45 a.m .. 
Sent February 8, 1956, 8.05 p.m. 

. Had splendid results in Perth. Organized· West Australia 
Bible F.ellowship of 100. Town Hall meetings being used 
of God. 400 in Adelaide meeting last night. Arrived hCl'e ' 
with Slade, Warnaa-r. Go to Launceston Friday, Mel. 
bourne Saturday. Issues are :being jnined over the land. 
We all-praise God .. Keep praying. 

McINTIRE 

of all hiS" ,:\,riti.ngs to the churches. . 
The first part of this chapter is given over to the 

most tender exhortations, followed by the most delicate 
and beautiful expression of thanks to the Philippians for 
their love offering, concluding with a. gracious doxology' 
and loving salutation and-blessed: ·benedictio~. 

~. 

Exhortation (1.9) . 

We have in verses one to nine a series of exhortations, . 
and he uses such tender terms as "beseech" and "intreat". -
He addresses' the Philippians in terms of endearment. 
"There~ore, my ;brethren dearly 'beloved and longed for: 
my JOY and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
'beloved." As we think of the first -reading of this epistle 
t<1 the church, we may· well suppose -that if any of the 
members had -grown tired and listless, when they 'heard 
these words .of endearment they must have ;been inspired' 
with new life, and a silent .prayer of thanksgiving must 
have gone tip to' God- for such a devoted friend and brother 
as Paul. . 

Stand Fast 

This first exhortation is almost smothered, surrounded 
as it is, by such words' of affection. But 'here it is, 
"IStand fast in the Lord." Paul's main concern is that· 
there 'be no backsliding, no retreating in the face of foes, 
no compromising with the enemies 0.£ the cross. He wants 
every step they truke t<1 be a step forw-ard. They are 
threatened. "with· enemies who wi1l do their utmost to 
turn ithem away from the faHh of the gospel, but they 
m'ust stand fast in the Lord. And this exhortation is 
just about as timely for us today as it was for the 
Philippians in the long ·ago. -The wild· beliefs and subtle 
reasonings of the enemies of the cross in our day are 

. most shocking. It makes the hea:r:t sick to thinj( of )low 
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human souls are 'being exploited witbso many different was 'Clement. And some even think it.was Epaphroditus, 
ways ·of salvation. ' . . '. the man who perhaps was sitting by Paul's side and tak

ing ·the dictation as :he wrote. And' certainly he canied 
Pull Together the letter to· the Philippians. And surely this 'is not 

The second exhortation is a d:i'rect appeal 'to Euodias addressed to-Epap'hrQditus, I agree with those who think 
and'Syntyche to pull together in the work of the Lord. the word for yokefellow should be_ a proper . name and 
It appears that the women in Macedonia enjoyed greater was meant to be a, proper name; Otherwise, how could 
social privileges than elsewhere, and women .were. active the Philippians know themselves to Whom Paul referred 
in gospel work. The church "at Philippi had its origin in as his true yokefellow? Besides,it would 'be rather pre
a women's prayer meeting, and of the first three con- sumptuous for anyone to say, "I am Paul's yokefellO'W," . 
verts who are named, two of them were women. And the. to the exclusion of all the other members. So this word . 

. fi'rst home ·proffered to the mission'aries was' proferred . translated yokefellow must have ibe.en a proper name, 
. them :by a woman. She 'besought them as soon ·as she, just Jike .Euodias and 'Syntyche. A:Q,d using' it as a 

, was bapJized to oome and abi<;le at 'her house. And Luke ,proper name, it was Syzygus. ISO thinking of it 'as being 
s~ys" "And: she constmined· us." That means, she suc-' addressed to a particular person who 'is named. Paul is 
ceeded. Oh, Lydia did not give a general invitation like challenging him to live up to his name and join these 
people do when they do not want .you '10 come. ,lShe wom~n together in the Lo·rd. . 
would not .take no for an answer .. She· insisted that they .The apostle makes reference to Clement and other fel
make. her house their headquarters, and she. ~onstrained lo~ workers whose names ai-e in the 'book of life. He 
them. While living in her home, the mis'sio:Q,ariescon- .prabably spea~s of those who have died and' gone to 
tinued to go to the pla,ce-ofprayer, and I am s'ure that ,heaven since he was at Philippi last. Or, he could have 
on such occasion the apostle Paul preached, and it is most been referring to the living, judging ,them to 'be the 
prdoahle that Euod:ias and Syntyche were· among the elect of 'God by the knowled:ge he had that they were 
early converts, and' early' plembers of the church at true saints. Their faith had justified their wor-ks and 
Philippi. The story about the conversion of the slave gave evidence that their names .wer!!. in the book of life. 
·girl and the story of the conversion of the Philippian Paul had aIready'written several years prior to this time 
jailor do not need to :be recited on this· occasion.: But· to the Thessalonians telling them that he knew they were 
Euodias and ,'Syntyche gave themselves to gospel testi- . the elect of 'God: 'because they l;tad'recehTed the word in 
mony, and Paul said theY'·}.aJboured with him. in the gos- much affliction with joy of the Holy Ghost. 
pel. The Greek says, "they strove' 'together with me 
in the gospel." We are not told -the exact .. nature of their 
work but I am quite sure that it was within the limits Rejoic~ . 
prescribed Iby Paul in· First Corinthians and:FirstTim- Now the next exhortation sounds more like a command-
othy and Titu.s. And now 'Paul 'hears that these ,two good ment. "Rejoice in the Lord alway': and' again I say, 
women have had: a. falling out, ·and they' ~re no .lc:>nger Rejoice." This urgent reiteration of what he 'had- said 

, pulling together as they once did' .. And· he is concerned in the opening of the third chapter, indicates something 
about it. He is fearful that it might l),urt '·the church. of the importance of Christian joy. It is a ·sin not to ba' 
And therefore :he addresses to ·these -wo'men a, tender happy in the Lord. In ·Christ there is ground for re

. eXhortation to 'be of the same mind 'in the,.Lord. Euodias joicing .. Other things may bring momentary joy, but 
.. ~eans "a prosperous journey", and Syntyche means' "a Christ furnishes ground for p.erpetual joy'. "Rejoice in 
pl~a,sant-acquaintance". But these two sisters were not' the Lord alway: and.again.I say, RejoIce." Now thie 
living up to. their names for they were neither prosper- does n'ot deny the 'fact .of pain and ·sorrow. 'It does not 
ous nor pleasant in their personal relatiQns' with each mean that it is wrong and sinful to grieve, but in all our 
other. And so Paul exhorts ·them in the Irlbst' tactful ·g·riefs there is still' ground' for joy in Jesus 'Christ. Being 
way to get· to-gether. "I iQeseech Euod-ias, and I 'beseech sorrowful, we can at the same time rejoice in Him. We 
Syntyche." How careful he was not. to ta~~ ~ides in oan rejoice in itribulaJtimi. ,., As s'orrowful, yet' always 
their dispute. He does not -threaten them; he beseeches. -rejoicing." The early Christians, we are told, ate their 
It is' difficult to control imagination as we think ·abo\lt meat with gladness and singleness of heart. There is 
the r.eactiori of these' ,two sisters' waen Epap,hroditus .at so . much in 'Chr-ist.. tq make us pappy .. We can rejoice in 
the first .reading. of the letter came. to t,hJIi p'orti'on of i~ ,'His Person, a~d in His attributes, and in His work: He 

-where Paul beseeches Euodias and ISyntyche -to be of· is the 'God-Mari"who expiated··our sins on the cross. He 
the same 'mind in the' Lord. And. I am .Sure that has alJ .of the attri'butes of deity. He is now erithroned 
E'paphroditus -must have been someWhat qramatic a's he . in heav~n with all .power. in heaven and- in earth, ~aking 

" tried to put Paul's spirit into P'aul's words. But Paul all .things work together for' our good; arid! He is coming 
: thinks maybe that this exhortation will not do the work, again to make us -HIke Himself, and· to keep us forever 

so he addresses a brother in the membershi.p and entreats with Himself. "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again 
him to lend: his assistance .in getting these tW.Q women I say, Rejoice." Joy in the Lordl.does wonders for us. 
together. It makes us' active anil strong.T~e joy of the Lord -is 

Help Those Women 

"I entreat thee also, true yokefellow-literally, Jomer 
together - help those women." I could take a good bit 
of 'our time in talking a:bout the speculations of the com

. mentators as they I attempt to identify his true yoke. 
- fellow. Some think it' was Paul's ... wife in the face of 
overwhelming ev'idence that Paul hali"no wife. And 

~ others think it was 'Lydia, and some thin~ the yokefellow' 

thy strength. "'I can do all things through ·Christ. which 
strengtheneth me." Joy in the Lord kills the taste for 

'sinful pleasures. Joy in tl:te Lord will. give charm to 
our lives. Joy in ·the Lord will ·enable us to stand firm 
in. the face of foes. The early Christians took joyfully 
the spoiling of' their goods.' It honours our 'Heavenly 
Fla!ther and ,gilorifies OUI" blessed·Redeemer. Few greater 
commandments 'have ever been. given Ulan Ibh'is-one to 

. rejoice 'in the L~rd. . . 

:\. 
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Sweet Reasonableness 

"Let your 'moderation ,be known unto all men." The 
'Word. for moderation might be rendered forbem-ance, or' 
gentleness, or reasona'bleiless. ,It is,the opposite of con
tention and severity. It is the spirit that bears injuries 
with ,patience. It is the spirit that will suffer wrong 
rather than 'go ,to law with brother. It is the very opposite 
of the spirit that demands its pound of, flesh. 'My friend, 

, Dr., 'Barton, says that the word literally means, "holding 
'back yourselves from one anotiher'.": Do not go at each 

, other with teeth and claw. Practice fOl'beara.nee, gentle-
'ness, sweet reaso~a'bleness. " ' '. _ , 

'This exhortation is enforced with a reminder that the 
Lord is' at hand'. Some of the commentator:s think this 
refer:s to the second coming of IChrist or Parousia. 
But I rather t;hink the thou'ght is that the Lord is near. 
He looks on., He sees how ;Ohristians treat one another. 

, A,nd let your moderation :be 'k~own unto all men, fo~ the 
Lord is near, and looking on. The' Lord sees the ove,r
'bearing person who says to his fellow servant, ".Pay me 
that, thou Qwest, or I will choke the life ,out of you." 
I think 'this exhortation must have had an indirect appeal 
'to E'uodias and ISyntyche. It is always :possi'ble for God's 
people to ,become 'reconciled after their personal' dif
ferences when there ·is that sweet reasonableness or for

'bearance. 

:These' exhortations have been a blessing to my heart. 
They have upon them the very stamp of, deity. They 
literally drip with heavenly wisdom. We can say of these 
exhortations what David said concerning the judgments 
of 'God, "More to Ibe desired are they than gold, yea, than 
'much fine gold: sweeter also 'than .'honey and the honey
comb. Mhreover by· them- il': thy serv,ant warned: and in 
k~eping of them there'is great reward."_ . 

The' Cure for Care 
, , , 

Next, we have the cure for care. It might also be 
called' the aI}tidote for anxiety, or the recipe for joy. 
"Be careful for nothing" - literally, stop 'being- anxious, 
-don't live a distracted life. The vel'b means. a divided 

Fa'thel·. We would"not.think it necessary to say to a 
child of a 'Ford or a Rockefeller; "Don't worry' about 
food and clothes and an education. you,r father will take 
care of. you." We do not think .that necessabv, do we? 
How ,silly to worry when the Almighty 'God is caring for 
us .. "Be carefui for nothing." 'Dr. B. H. ,Carroll's father 
had only thirteen children of his 'owl)., a,nd so he adopted 
three more families, making twenty-five children in aIL 
And one 'Saturday morning in the 'family worship, the 
'boy.s were fretting and worrying because it was raining-. 
and they could 'not go fishing: The father told -them 
that 'they. had' his perm issioll to wor:ry about everything 
in the world except two things, And "t~e boys thought, 
"Well, he is' ,giving us 'a .:big ma'rgin. He is leaving us 
a lot of things to fret about." But when they 'asked him 
what the two things were, he said, "First, never fret or 
,worry about 'anything you can help. Just hel'p it, and 
stop worrying. And secona, never fret about anything 
you cannot help, 'because it won't do anv good to fret 
'and wor,ry.", And then ·the boys said it' dawned upon 
. them that he had 'not given them any margin at all, that 
the' two 'things covered all thin~s. And all ,things are 
covered in this exhortation. ' No, Paul did not say. "Be 
careful for J.lothlng,': .,ap.d "then stop.- 'He 'gave ·an antidote 
for 'anxiety. If t~ey would pray, and be thankful, U~p 
peace of God would come to them like a relief army' and 
garrison thei,r minds and hearts through Jesus r,l,ri!'1t. 
:Someone has 'put the truth in epigram, "Be careful for 
nothing; be praye.rful for everything; 'be thankful for 
anything." "In nothing 'be anxious, hut in everything by 

. prayer and supplication wioth thanksgiving let your re
quests :be·ma~e known-unto 'God." In be~ging for mercles, . 
we -must· not he unmindful and unthankful for past 

'mercies.' God likes ,to hear His little children say,-"Thank 
you," with thei,r whole heart. He wants them to put in 

. their thanks something of what David. did when he said, 
"Bless. the Lord; 0 my soul: and: all that is within me, 
bless' his' holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul. and 
forget not all his 'benefits." Thanksgiving is the in, 
cense that we must pour upon our- prayers and supplica-· 
tions, . 

The Peace of God mind, not knowinrg what way to take out of the difficulty. . -.. 
TMs exhortation forbids our letting the circumstances of, .. No'w"the promise for such praying is that the peace of 
life destroy our joy in the Lord. Be anxious for nothing. God whic,h p~sseth all understanding will guard your 
'~Wha.t an ,impossible in1unction," exclaimed Alexander hea,rts and min,ds through Christ Jesus~ Peace is here 
Maclaren; Why, yes! if we stop there. If we say, "Be represented as a warr~or or sentinel standing at the 
carefill for -nothing, period," why of course that is an 'gates of our hearts and m~nds to keep away di5tracting 
impossi'ble injunction. MIght as well tell a man, "Jump and ,disturbing thoughts and emotions. The peace of' 
over the moon". Just' a~ well teU a man on a starvation 'God is O'nly. for, the children of God, for it is 'a blessing 
d'i'et not to-Jose weig,ht, or a man in the paws of a 'bear, we have iI} Christ. And you havEl to 'be in .Ghrist· befol'e 
not to ,be afraid. But this is not all. ·'Be careful for you can have, this ,blessing of the peace of God. This 
nothing, comma, but in,-e~ery thing .by' prayer 'and sup- peace .. is ~ot, those _ who <already have .pe~ce with 'God 
plication w'itil). thank.sgiving let your requests :be made' through faith in ,Christ. Peace with God is sillvation. I.t ~ 
known unto"God." is. that not a simple recipe? The only is the~.p.eace of perso.nal relations'hip. The peace of God 
alternative to worry is 'prayer. 'lot does not make sense is a tr3:nquil state of mind .. It is ,peace within ourselves. 
'to tell a hungry man, "Be thou filled," 'and' stop. He Peac~' ~ith ;God is'~r.eedom from condemnation; the p.eace . 
will understand you 'better if you will hand 1)im a platter of 'Go~ is freedom from worry and anxiety .. Peace witl). 
of food and say. "When tltis is gone, come 'back for more." 'God is ':for the sinner who trusts Christ as Saviour; peace· 

. Do not worry, ibut pray. Tell 'God .abou,t it. reter says, of 'God 'is ·for ,the child who trusts God as his Father. 
'~Casting all your care upon 'him; for he ca,reth for you," "'l"hou wilt keep hi);n in perfect peace, whose mind is 
- literally, 'God is caring for· you, -so cast all of your stayed on thee." ,This peace of 'God is. not so much the 
cares upon Him.. "Oh, Hannah, I qon't see how you can result of getting what we ask for, -but the natu-ral conse-

. bear so milch sorrow," said one ~oman. to her neighbour. quence of communion with ~God. He may withhold the 
'And· Ha.hnah replied, "Why, I don't bea..r, it. ' The Lord granting o{ our requests h,ut He will not withhold' the 
'bears it for ·me." IShame on us that we even, have to be peace. if we 'bring .o~r trOli'bles to' our Heavenly Father. 
exhorted· to cast all of Otlr. cares' upon our Heavenly He will. take away. the trouble out of our hearts, but He . 

.. 
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,may not always ta.ke away the thing that ca4sed the 
trouble. It is riot a Iblank cheque hy which we~can get 
anything we ask for. H is peace that is guarant~ed when 
we ,pray and supplicate with thanksgiving. 'The peace,of. 

· God will guard. our hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. All of us know what relief comes when we can 
tell our troubles 'to some sympathizing friend. We natur
~lIy feel better just'lbecause someone will ·listeIi to our 
grief with hea,rtfelt sympathy. The person may not be 
able to remove the cause of our grief, but he can take 
a'measure of the grief away 'by doing nothing, but listen
ing to us with 'sympathy and interest. If you want to 
help people in sor·row, listen to them.' Oh, you may not 

.get any· joy out 'of their story, hut·you ought to 'get a 
joy out of helping them. And if you want to help them, 
listen to them. But we' cannot promise ourselves too 

· much help from this source. There. is too much tru'th 
in the old adage, "Laugh and the world laughs with you. 
~eep and you w~ep alone." But it pught not to Ibe that 
way among the childrep of our Heavenly Father. I want 
our students to know that I ·am ready at any time fo.r 
them to come and weep on my s·houlder, to tell me of any 
sorrow or grief. that may ,burden thei,r hearts, I may not 
be able to do anything hut listen, hut I will promise to 
listen sympathetically and confidentially. But there' is 
One who will welcome us and listen ·to us, and we can go 
to Him and sob out our story, and when we tell Him the 
story. with 'thanksgiving, the 'grief willibe' gone. Let us 
learn from ou,r children~ Why, when they are in trouble, 
they' instinctively bring their troubles to us, and they 
do that for relief. That is the only way they can get 
relief. They- do not "gO "to a s'tranger, for they do not 
want a stranger to know' anything' a'bout thei·r trou,bIe. 
The world does not 'know that our son has any troubles, 
but· we know all about them. 'He does not fail' to let 
us ,know because he knows that we will listen to his story 
about them with sympathy and a desire to h2P him. 

Think On These Things 

In verse ei-g'ht, Paul tell~ us what to fill our minds -;'ith. 
He int.roduces six adjectives to ,picture .the Christian's 
ideals. He.' says, "Think' on whatever is true; whatever 
is honest ot honorahle or venerable; on whatever is just 
or righteous, on whatever fs. ,pure, whatever is lovely, 
or good; and whatever is of -good ,report~" All sjx of 
these adjectives designate the same thing. Everything 
worth thinking about will pass this 'six-fold test. What
ever is true is also honoura!ble and righteous and pure 
and lovely and of 'good report.· As a man thinketh in his 
heart, so is he. It is a law, a~ inexorable law that we 
become like the things we habitually think about. And· 
in th,e face o~ this-Ia:w, 'how !!an we hope for much spi,ritu- . 
ality in this day when radio, television, 'and the press, 
'lmd the daLly conversation, keeps :before our minds so 

· much that is the very antithesis to 'what Paul tells us 
to store our minds with. A mother who expressed concern 
for her daughter's spiritual welfare was asked. what -kind 
of pictures she had in her daughter's 'bedroom. _ ·Like. 
Job, we need to make a covenant. with our eyes. Thoughts 
come trooping in at eye-gate and' ear-gate, and if we 
get good thoughts, we' must read and look.upon and listen 
to the tlJings that will produce them. 

II. 
Thanksgiving and 'Contentment. (10-19) 

Now in' ver,se ten, .theapostie comes to the point of 

., \. .. 
thanking the Philippians for their love offering. He 
regards it as an 'act of providence and rejoices. 'greatly in 
the Lord . .., He also thinks of it as a revival of their con
cern for him, and 'lest this might seem like a complaint'. 
and imply lack of interest, he adds, '''Ye were also ca,re
ful, but ye lacked opportunity." . The .Philippians eitqer
lacked funds, or they lacked the opportunity of getting 
them to him. He wants to thank them' without em- ' 
phasizing his needs. and making them thInk that. he 'is '. 
hinting -for another offering. He does not want to slight , 
their kindness ,but 'he does not want them -to think that" 
he needs another offering next month. Why, he tells 
them that he is not concerned. about any offedng, "'for 
I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
'be content." That must 'have 'been a hard lesson, hut 
Paul said he had learned it. I do not know of anylbody 
else who has' learned it as' Paul learned'it. But Paul had: 
'heen initiated into the secret of how to be abased. and 

. how to abound, both to :be full and to 'be ,huTI'gry, both-
to a'bound and to suffer need. Paul 'belonged to 'a secret 
society of the contented. Would you not like to get .into 
that society, the secret soc'iety of the contented? I woul!! 
like to have membershIp in 'it but I. don't qualify. And 
then he lets us ipto th!,! secret of the whole thing wheri 
he says. "I can do all th,ings t.hrough Ghrist which 
strengtheneth me." The Power to 'be contented is fro'm 
the Lord. But He does not 'bestow it ar'bitrarily or 
mechanically, but through the spir,itual process· of. dis
cipline. Paill 'had lea,rned,the art of contentment in the 
~chool of sorrow. Christ had ·sanctified his better ,and 
sad experiences to his spiritual ,good. 

.' Paul.anJ!'Money 

Paul was different from all others in his attitude about 
money. He taught 'the churches ·the duty of -giving. He 
took up off~rings - everywhere the went, ;but never did 
he solicit funds for bimself, never did he 'take an offer
ing for h'is own. personal needs. But, oh, he ha& blessed 
preachers and pastors down through the' centuri~s hy 
giving scriptural 'ground .. for 'pastoral support. P'aul 
would not take a penny from the chu.rch at Corinth. Per-· 
haps i,t was' because he was suspicious of their motives. 
And at Thessalonica he worked with his· own hands to 
'support himself aq.d . those with 'him, ,because he did not 
want to contribute to their na-tural indolence and lazi
ness. At Thessalonica he set before them an example' 
of honest toil. But Paul was partial to the Philippians 
in that he was willing to receive their offerings. There 
is a .'graCe of ,receiving as well as of ,giving. Oh, Paul 
tells them that he does not desire a gif-t, hut he desired 
fruit that may abound to their .own account: I,t was their 
prosperity and iGod's glory that he considered more im
portant than tihe relief of his' own necessities. God, is 
pleased when His servants ·aie cared for and so Paul 
thinks of their offering as an odour of sweet smell, a 
sacrifice well-'pleasing unto God. And, the last word 
before the doxology he assures ,the Philippians of 'God's 
'grace. "But my God shall ·supply all your need accord~ 
ing to his riches in ,glory by Chrfst·Jesus." . 

III. 

Doxology- Salutation ~ Benediction, (20-23) , 

Now· in verses t~enty to twenty-three, we have the 
doxology which flows out of the joy of this whole epistie. 
'''Now unto ,God: and our Father -be' glory for ever I and 
ever." This sal~tation is ,sent from all the saints at 

'\ 
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Rome to all the saints at Philippi 'and special greetings 
are sent from the saints of Caesar's household. These 
saints must 'have included the soldiers that had guarded 
him, to whom he had been chained, and who had been 
converted under his preaching. I have a feeling ,that 
Paul did the greatest preaching of his life from person 
to person. Others of Caesar's 'household must have been 
government employees,government workers; many of 
these were war slaves, thE' conquered of other countries, 
many of whom were nobles in their-own land before their 
captivity. And P,aul includes them in the salutation. 

And now for our last word in this study of the Philip
pian ietter, I can do no better than to close with Paul's 
gracious benediction. "The 'grace of our Lord Jesus 
Ohrist be with you all. Amen." 

" And I cannot think of a better hymn to conclude Philip-
pians with than, "Amazing grace! how sweet the sound." 

Among the Churches 
LARGE BAPTISMAL 'SERVICE AT :MILLIKEN 

Nine persons were baptized in the Milli'kenBaptist 
Church last .sunday evening. A large cong,regatiop,filled 
the building to witness the service and to hear the gospel 
preached. . 

Four of rthe believers who followed the Lord in lYe
lievers' baptism were from the MiUiken Church while five 
were from .the pioneer work at Box Grove where Mr. 
Clifford 8chenk has faithfully' laboured. This work at 
Box Grove is one that shows promise for the city of 
Toronto is expanding in t'hatdirection and in all proba
biMy Mr. 'Schenk and his people will be strategically 
loca'ted to preach the gospel in ,this area. Pastor Acheson 
of the Milliken IChurch and he carryon an 'aggressive 
program in the surrounding communities. 

GOOD NEWS FROM V ALLEY'FIELD 

FrorJ Valleyfield in French, Canada c'omes some good 
news. Pastor Yvon Hurtubise' who is in charge of this 
French pioneer ca'use writes to inform us that a suitable 
lot has been located and 'purchased. The .people there 
look forward to the erection of a building that will serve 
as a centre for operations in a wide area. Let our read
ers unite in prayer that this need will soon be met and 
that many, many souls may be saved in this 'French
Canadian centre. Your interest in the nollar-A-'Month 
Club can be the means of assisting such·a worthy cause 
as this 'gospel church. 

ECHOES FRQM ESSEX 

HA VINGserved for a relatively short time a" the pas
tor of First Baptist Church in Essex, I must of 

neceSisiity record on'ly my first impre!SBioHlS and ouitline 
my vision for the future. 

. ;Our church has had a long history dating back to 1886. 
It is our firm intention to pattern thi,g test.imony upon 
the impregnable ro.ck of Holy . .scripture. Based upon 
the Word, then, ours is a New Testament church, preach
ingsalvation by the soverei'gn free grace of God. practis
ing bel~ever's bapti,sm by immersion, recognizing the 
local church as the one diyine agency in carrying out the 

great commission, "teaching all things whatsoever I have 
commandedy'Ou." 

'We praise God for His gracious hand upon us as 
evidenced in the fellowship and co-operation enjoyrd 
among our deacons and members. 'All . services ha,ve 
shown growth - especially ou,r midweek prayer and 
praise gathering. At the last midweek meeting, 65 were 
in attendance. With the passage of time, we look for a 
steady increas'e in this vital department. In the accom
panying photo, our faithful ,band of prayer warriors can 
be seen at such a meeting. It is our conviction that the 
prayer meeting is the centre of power in any local work. 
The saintly John Bunyan expressed this truth when he 
said, '''Prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, 
and a scourge for 'Satan." 

ESSEX PRAY~R GROUP 

Every New Testament church is a teaching centre and 
hence should 'be, in itself, a Biible Institute. At the same 
time as we emp'hasize this teaching ministry, we realize 
that we must put into practice those things which we 
are ,taught. A e'hurch then should be a workshop for 
wide-awake Christians; not a dormitory for sleeping 
believers. We must not-be "so heavenly-minded that we 
are of no earthly use". The young people here in Essex. 
in co-operation with the pasto~', are conducting a rally 
every month. Plans are being made to hold services in 
a neal'by home for the aged. Sever:al, of our members 
help in the newly organized work at Roseland with Pas.; 

, tor Cherry. In the near future a'series of messages will 
be delivered in preparation for a door-to-door personal 
evengelization program; our members will seek to 'gain 
entrance to every' home in this lown of 3,500 in order to 
present the way of salvation to the lost. 

A rally was conducted in the Essex courthouse with 
the showing of the Martin Luther film. Over 400 at
tended and some had to stand throughout the service~ 
Gospel tracts and copies of THE GOSPEL WITNESS were' 
given to all the .people as they left the auditorium. Each 
week our radio program "Waves of Grace" sounds forth 
the good news over radio station ICJSP to a wide area 
including Detroit, Michigan. 

lIt has been a privilege to follow Rev. Bert Oatley
Willis in~ the pastorate here. The church now rememhers 
him in prayer duri~g 'his illness and thanks God fo!' his 
faithful proclamation of redeeming grace. 

In co~peration with other New Testament churches, 
we count it a -great joy to have a, part in carrying out 
the great commission. Outside the church building here 
in Essex is a lighthouse which ,symbolizes our work. Pray 
for us that this wOl'k shall continue to stand as a light
house shining out over this whole area. 

-PASTOR 'J. D. GREENLEAF 

\ 
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Bihle School Lesson Ontlirie 2. Persistency in Prayer: verse~ "5-10. . 
ParaJbles are usua:lly mtended 'to convey a particular ~esson, 

· and tJhe meaning s'ho_uM: not be streS'Sed to cover aU the . 

Vol. 20 First Quarter Lesson 9 February 26, 1956 detaHs of·,the comparison. Our Lord' 'is not reluctant to help, . 
'. as was the' host ~n the parable; Who was unprepared to meet 

------"':""""----------------- the·sudden·d'e'IiJ.and; our God is more wiHing to 'give than: \ve 
OLIVE L. C~RK, Ph.D. (Tor.) are to receive. 'J,'he parable :te~ches tJte value of persistent, '-

JESUS TEACHES THE RESOURCES FOR SERVICE 
Lesson Text: Luke 1.0 :38~11 :13. . . ." 

importunate, ea~est, believing ptayer(Luke 18.:1; Jas. 5:16) .. 
Prayer is a continue4 'lO'okiJl!g to tJhe Lord' !foor blessing, !but 
always in. tJh:~ sp'irit of submission:.' Notice the f~ures used 

.to denote the' simplicity aI).d d~r~ess of prayer; . askiIl!g 
·Golden Text:· "~nd I say unto you, .Ask 'and it shail'be given (Jas. 4:3), seekiIl!g (Jer .. 29:13), and knO'CkiIl!g' (Luke 1'3:25). 

you; seek, and ye ·sha!l.'l·find; knock, .and it shalI be opened God h~ars the cry of ,those' who take Him 'at His word (1 
. unto you."..!....Luke 11:9:,·,· . Joohn 5:14, 1'5). 
I. Fellowship with th'e Lord: Luke 10:38-42. 3. The'Promise of Prayer: wrsesl1-13. 

· l\Jartha, Mary and Lazarus livoo in the v~llage of Bethany, A human father, notwithstandiIl!g aiU his faults, wHl yet 
which is a'bout five miles ':from Jerusalem, Ibut much fllirther g.ive to his' son "tJhe eartJlrly prov'ision whie'h· be seeks, 'and not 
from Galilee, the sCene 0.£ the . evangelistic tour l'ecordeo in a 'hal'l11!ful sulbstitute. So sure'ly rwiU the _heavenly Father 
tlhese .ochwpters (John U:1).' It may ·be that the inciden:t give the. Divine provision df the Holy ISpirit to those'. who 
occurred dUriIl!g a short wsit to Jerusa:lem Which Christ seems ask. At Pent~ost· !:he Hooly ISpirit was bestowed in ,answer' 
to have made aib<iut thi's time (JO'hn 10':22). The two sisters, to believinlg 'Prayer (lActs '1·:14) and 'inaoceordance !With the 
both beloved !by Ohrist (J:O'hn 11:5), 'but contrasted in cilara'C- promise ~of ,tJhe Lord (iLuke 24:49; John-14:1'6; 17). Since 
tel', fonID. an interestin1g study. 1fuat time the 'Holy ISipirit drwells in ;the heart df every 'he-' 

Martha, as hostess, received Christ into 'her ;hoone, but did' l'iever (1 Cor. 6:19; 2 Cor. 13:5). 
not d!i:splay the same cons'iderate regard foJ;. His ~ishes, as . Daily Bible Readings . . . • 

· did her 'S'ister .. "I seek not yours, !but you" '(2 Cor. 12:14), Feb. 20-Personal Devotion to Christ· .: ...... : .......... lMatJt.26:1-13 
depicts the attitude df Paul, and '~lso of 'Paul's 'Master; '~ary Fe'b. 21-The Sorrow df the ISisters ...................... John 11:1-16 
hllid _ doubtless .pertfor~~d her s'ha;e Of 'the hOjlsehald duti~s. . Feib. 22-The. Faith of ;the !S'isters..., .. ; .................... :John 11":17-29 
then she sat at Jesus' feet to. hsten 'and,to learn of .Hlm. IFeb. 23.:.....The Joy of the SIsters .... , .... ;; ....... : ........ ;~. Jo,hn.·1,1:30-45. 

· tlMatt. 11:29). . Feb. 24-The Disciples' Prayer ............... : ................ Matt. 6:9-13. 
M'aFtha was distracted, ,her eneJJgies di'S·s'ipa't~ Iby much 'Feib. 25-The 'High Priesilly'Prayer ........... : ............ JO'hn 17:9-26 

· serving, a ·true indication that her activi-ty was not under Feib. 26---JCoIl!f'idence in! PrayeJJ ............................ 1 John 5:10-~1 
~h~ ~~e.ction a~ !her. Lord. In 'her nervous e~itement .and SUggeSt~ Hymns 
lrrltallnlity she fOl'lgot :the courtesy d~e to ChrIst, as Fr1E:nd 0 wha:t fe'l~owship! 
and Guest, and' Ibega:nl ,to retprOaJCh HlllD for Mary s s'eemmg Abide rwiitJh me. 
l!lck of sympa"tJhy. J~sus loved Iber; He was sorry t<:> see ISweet hour ci:f 'Prayer. 
her Iburde~oo. 'Repeatmg her nanne ten~e:r'ly, 'He s'~owed ~er 'Tis the blessed ihou~ df prayer •. 
that ,Iber d'i~tress rwas unnecess'ary, and: was. :also dlspleasmg What a Friend we have in Jesus. 
to HIm (:~'11'1'.4 :6; 1 Pet. 5 :7~. . . ,. _ . A,ppl'Oaeh, '!Dy s.ou'l, the mer.cy.:seat: 

One 'thlIllg IS n:eedful (.phIl. 3:13). To serve oOlmst 'IS not ...,;.;.....;,.. .. ____ _ 
as essentiail 'as to be served by Him. Mary had chosen the J fJ{o.' ~ 
"'good ;paIlt", the place df. honour a't ,the 'feast, . the' place 0.1 J. ' 'II n. n iJ . h .. ,' . . . 
w!hich was 'hers at tlliat time and' which is sUll as'Cribed to ~, --.~. 

· her 'a'S we read the aoccounlj; of her humble devotion. She 
receiv€d Him, and also sat at '!His feet. Those ~ho yield 
honour to Him as Guest find 'theiJJ .position in! rela.tion to Him 
reversed'. He,becomes the Host and honours as -guest the one 

. who 'has heartily received Him (1MIlitt. 10 :32; Rev. 3 :20)_ 

· H. ·Prayer ,to the Lord: Luke 11:1-1'3. ( 
~ 1. The Pattern of Prayer: verses 1-4. 90mpare Matt. 
6:9-13. _. . 

, THE LITTLE GIRL'S PENNY' 
Nearly seventy years ago, a little 'girl who knew and 

loved the Lord Je~us, ·and who longed to spread His name 
among those who knew Him not, 'gave a ·Christian mis
sionary a penny to help to spread the Gospel among the 
Burmese,. to whom the Lord'·s servant was going forth 
with the Word of Life. That penny was.all that the dear 
child cou\d ,give;. it was all that she' pos'sessed; . and it 
was given with the hea·rt.." The 'missionary r.emembered 

.' The request of 'the dislcilple.s;. "Lord, tea.ch us -to'pray" was 
dou'btl'e'Ss 'Pleasinlg to the Saviour. - llIe Rims'elf had been 

. pray'inog, and His ifaoce 'sbone with -'g.lory, While His Hrfe man:i
, fested 's'UICh 'grace and tru·th (1 John 1: 2) that ;the dffsciples 

yearned to' ~plore the p'ath of prayer with their Mas'ter as 
" their'guide. 

. .. . ,Christ.·did not purpose to dicta.te the words which the dis
ciilples 'should use in prayer, but He gave them a representllitive 
prayer, one whIch wou'lei' embody the main p~nCiip'les <:>f 
prayer .. 'Christia:ru prayer,SihQuld not be a ·fomal exercise but 
a 'S'pontaneous eXtp~ssion 0'[' fil'e thoughts 'of ithe heart which· 
is in feHowSihip with the' Loord' (Rom. '8':26, 27). It 'is 'no't' 
like the pagan prayers or magic channs, the spell.of which 
would Ibe.lbroken U'one w,ord were added, omItted or changed 

the C'h.ild's .penny while in that far-off land, and he in
vested: it in the name of the Lord, b'y' purchasing with it' . 
a gospel tract .• That tract was' 'glvEln a young' Burmese '-'. 
chief, and followed by prayer. He could not read u,·,but· 

(!Matt. 6:7). . . -
... Prayer is pos'silble 'because'IGod is our ·Father (John 1:12). 
He is not 'H:ke a mona.rth without m:terest in .the petitioner, 
or ,like a !paJgari. d~ity who' must 'be 'PropItiated. ,He knows 

··our n~ed, 'but 'He bid's us 'come~and' make our requests known 
(IMatt. 6:8). He seeks the means o!f pouring bless'ing upon 
His ch~ld:ren. . ..' 

. ' Praye!' includes adoration, worshi'P, 'thanks'giving, and also 
· Ii desire for th~ inJcrease 'of 'the glory of God (verse 2)'. ,It 

also ,includes personal requests arising from a sense of need 
(verses 3, 4). We may go ,to' 'Him in ful'l' cimlfiden'Ce that 
every need wiU' Ibesuppl'ied, for 'He is a:ble and wilting to . 

- gIve lbountm.uUy ('Eph. 3:20; Phil: 4:19).. He promises for
. 'giyeness to those who ml:jike confession of their sins to Him 
, (1'JO'h~ 1:9). 

" 

· so strong did the desire irecome to know the mean'ing of 
'the word,s of the little, tract that he: t.ravelled two hun-' 
dred :and: 'fiftymiles':te .·get. :llome.~nejQ ;'read, .ir to .him: 
'God spoke to the heart. of the young chief through the 
'Words' as he h.eard them 'l'ead.· . He ·believed the 'Gospel, 
and was converted to Christ. T.hen he returned to ·his· 
people and began to tell them what the Lord had done' 
for his soul. He invited 'missionaries to come and preach 
to his' people, and, many h~ard the Word, received .the 

· Saviour, and became true 'and devo'ted follow.ers· of the 
Lord Jesus,' All this 'sprang from the li'ttle ··girl's penny, ' . 
given for Jesus' sake, with the .desjre· to spread' His. 
Gospel among the lost. H0w great a fire this little' spark 
kindled!· How vast the growth' from this tiny seed! A 
little done, even Iby. a child -:- if done for Christ - will .• 
~ave results. If you are s.aved, 'go thou arid do liKewise .. 

-The Baptist Ezaminer 
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