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Spiritual Fire-Fighting 
, A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, June 24th, 1934 
~ , (IStenolP-81phical'ly RepoIted) 

"And oth-ers save witfu fear, ,puUil!1.'g them out oi ·the fire."--Jude 2l!. 

Prayer Before the Serni~n beautiful summer morning just as rapidlyas.at any other 
We are in Thy presence 0 Lord, ~or we have assembled in time. 

Thy name, and we have Thy promise that on all such oeca- I think-the devil" is Jlever more. busy than in the sumo' 
sions Thou art.in the midst of Thy people. Tholigh l!e C8ID- mer. time. I have never heen ahle tound-erstand why-
not see Thee, nor touch .Thee, nor hear Thy voice .with the h h ld k t" h _. It 
physical ear, yet Thou are present. We pray, therefore., that c urc es shou ta e a vaca lOn_In t e summer. . seems 
Thou wQuldest "inake Thy presence real to us; that we may to me a closed c'hurch at any time is a reflection upon" 
not be content with.a inere theory about. the matte.r. So fill the gospel; and' for churches to combine to hold a little 
this pl~ce with Thy presence ,this mornin·g that.it shall be service, because they have not sufficient spiritual vitality' 
impossible for anyone; man or woman, boy or girl,· to leave to continue in thefr work alone, sh.ows surely a lamen t
this assembly without knowing that tHey have ·been in the 
presence of God., able decline of spiritual' interest and. power . 

. Very simply this' morning I desire once again t.o preach 
to you the gospel 'of salvation. Here in this text the 
Holy Ghost likells that terdbly "destructive power '\Vith . 
which we are aH too familiar, the power of s~n, to fire. 
And those' who are commissioned to witness for Christ 
are "exhorted to 'save people; to save them with fear, 
pulling them out o.f the fire .. We shall Ioo'k at that meta
p'hor for a: few minqtes this morning. 

We have epened Thy word, 8IDd we would medit.ate thereon. 
And yet we Call1.Dot know the things of the 'Spirit without the 
Spirit's ministry ... T'hese things of the invisible realm cannot 
become real to us unless Thou "dost make them • real. We 
pray, therefore, that Thou wilt engage our minds this.morn
ing. Grant us the. illumination of the' Spirit .that we may' 
see clearly things which otherwise would be hidden from oui" 
view. We beSeech Thee, 0 Lord, to quicken many in Thy 
presence .who as yet have not received the Lord Jesus as 
Savioflr. Be· pleased to bless the testimony of Thy word to 
those of us who are Thy children this morning. Stir up our 
pure ~inds' by way of remembrance. Rekindle our zeal, we 
beseech Thee. May the love of God be shed abroad in our 
h'earts by the Holy Ghost Who is given to us, t'hat we may 
be constrained to love, even as Christ loved. .. 

Take this service under Thy control. May every exercise 
of the hour be used of the Holy Ghost to the edification of 
the people, and for th'e glory of Thy .. great· name. Thus mani
fest Thy presence and\ Thy power wherever the gospel of' 
salvation is proclaimed, and get to Thyself a' great name. 
We ask it for Jesus' sake, :Amen. 

O· N(E' is natur~ny disPosed to seek, for' a service like 
this; a sU1bject appropriate to :so glorious a morn-

- ing .. And, yet I suppose if a fire'were to break out any
where on this street, or ·arlywhere.in the .city, the fire 
engines would come s~eeping t!"irough the streets on this' 

I 
I 

I. 
S.IN 'IS LIKENED To .FIRE. Lett:ilt be .understood ,thait "aU 

have sinned, 'and- come short of the ·glory .of God." There 
is no exception to that universal "all" .. Men and women: 
boys and girl!!, everywhere in every clime, of every colour, 
and of every {".ace, have .alI sinned. 'That 'sin, which, ,by 
nature is in every one of u's,' is likened here to a con
suming fire. Sin, lilke~fire, is usually very small in its 
beginning. Som~ of the little ti'icks of childhood are very 
engaging, very interesting, sometimes. You laugh at a 
chiId"s tendency to deception, to cover th·ings up, to be 
untruthful, to do little things that do not seem 'to tbe 
sl.!'l"ious offences .. The child is often scarcely reprimanded 
for what he or she says or does. But the sin that is in us 
ver.y early 'begins to work, and. 'hoWever 'small it -may' be 
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·in the heginning, it is the very 'same ~n nature. It is of 
the' very nature of f~re to spread, to increase in volume, 
and in destructive .power., So sin, like fire, ought to he 
dealt with and is most advantageously dealt with when it 
'is in the beginning. Far hetter that children 'should be' 
brought to !Christ and, saved from the excess(!s of riot 
into which· their elders have plunged, than that 'they 
they should 'he allowed the utmost reaches of the far 
country. 

Sin, iike fire, often smouliiers' for a long time in secret. 
As 'a .man "thinketh in his heart, so is he". Men think, 

. usually, :before they speak, and, 'sometimes speak before .. 
they act. ISin is often slumbering in the mind, in the 
ima'gination, in the 'memory, working its way .through, all 
the chambers of the mind before there is any outward 
manifestation of the consuming ,power within. It is for 

. that reason we are admonished: "Keep -thy heart' with 
aU driligence; for out of it are the issues of life." You 
canno't judge a man for his thoughts, for the ·reason that 
you do not know what he thinks. You cannot tell always 
'by outwardr appearance, whether a man be good or evil. 
But we are· to ,rememiber ·that "all things are naked and 
'opened unto the eyes of him with whom we haye to do". 
God, judges us, not for our outward character and con
duct only - He-does judge us for that - but He judges 
us for' deliberately entertaining. within . thoughts that 
are -alien to His' will, and that have in them the' germ 
of all destructiveness. There was a time twenty yea,rs 
ago or more when books 'iss'ued 'from the German press 
,~dvoc!lting vi91ence, preaching the philosophy of destruc-
tion, of German superiority, and: of -the right of 'Germany 
to dom:jnate the 'world; and. many' read,ing those books 

, were disposed to regard them Ughtlyas ~he ~aviD'gs of 
phHosophical madness, thinking that they -might' be 

·lighUy disregarded. But that which wa's 'sown in the 
minds 6f a nation at last' bore fruit in its conduct, and 

'all the world 'was delug,ed, with 'blood. It is what 'we 
thInk. in 'our 'hearts that determines our standing ·before 
~od. You ,remember the \ Ps'almist in one place prays: 

. "Let the word,s of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, b~ accepta'ble in thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength, 
and my redeemer". It is not enough -that the outward 
life be conformed to the principles of His gospel, ·but the 
'heart, the mind, must be cleansed within. 

, . 
,Some of you children go to the movies, perhaps. You 

are fond, of readring tales of violence. You can ha.rdly 
pick up a ·book but you see representations ot men with 
guns, doing violence somewhere. And we are disposed 
to pas·s these things ,by lightly. But I suppose if anyone 

,were to hand to you this morning a parcel and, say to 
YQU, "Now carry that carefullY, for it is dynamite," you 
would· handle it in a very 'gingerly fashion, would you 
not? I saw some men some years ago When they were 
about to - what they call - "shoot" ~ well. They had 
a can of nitro-glycerine, and when the well was du'g and 
the cartrid'ge prepared:, 'they went to the top of the well 
and very carefully poured the nitro-glycerine into that 
open ca~tridge, and then let it doWn into the· well, and 
put the shot down after 'it. I do not believe they do that 
now. But it seemed!.ooto me a very. dangerous procedur~. 

The other -morning my house shook. as though the 
earth were opening "beneath it. I went out. into the 
street - it was about half past two in, the morning. I 
looked, up and d9'Wn and couldi see nothing. 'I lodked for 
fire but could, see' no evidence, Of it. .People carne out 
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from o,ther houses, some of themattifed in ways that 
were not exactly prepared for ,the photographer. But 
they went looking" up and down to' see what had, 'hap
pened. I could see nothing at all and went back into my 
house, only to learn ihat a few doors down there had 
been, a ,stick of dynamite placed in a neighbour's house. 
One of the men who" came out said, "I don't know where \ . 
it was, but I know what it was. As sure as you live that 
was dynamite!" And, so it was. ' 

\Let me tell YI)U young people many 'hooks that you read, 
many pictu·res that you see are jU'st ·as that dYnamite. 
Be careful ,what you .take into your mind·. Be careful ",hat 
you think abou·t. Sin is as a fire just as '~'at stick of 
dynamite rested in that porch while J?eople .pas~edQY 
for hours, perhaps, all unconscious of its pre~ence. .. 

'There may be in the minds and hearts of young people, 
yes and. older 'People too, here this morning - doubtless 
there is - that which unles's it be checked. unless it be 
dean with by divine power, will sometime utterly wreck . 
a life, and blast an inimortalsoul. ,Sin has 'an awful 
power, and, sometimes it' smoulders in secret,. before' its 
p.resence is even suspected·. . . 

But sin like fire, sooner or later, burns its way out into 
the open. "Be sure :your sin will find you out.~', It ·may 
be hidden from 'mortal view, 'but it cannot be hidden from 

. the knowledge of God. Sooner or later what we really 
are at heart wi'~l appear, and no concealment 'whatever 
will ,be possible. How very ,often it has occurred that 
the fire has begun somewhere perhaps .in a basement and 
has worked its way out throu·gh the studd'ing, began to 
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·gnaw i>ts way i~ every room lin the house before its 
'presence- is detected', and then all at once there is a· sud
den .outiburst, and' the whole house is wrapped in flames, 
and people wonder. how' it occurred so suddenly. It did 
not occur suddenly: ,it was working away in secret, per
haps, for hours hefore it appeared from without. So 
does it happen 'sometimes that a l'eputation is 'blasted, 
character is destroyed, and people wonder. The man is 
said -to have appropriated thousands of dollars, and he 
wa:s looked. upon as a perfectly respectahle and· honest 
man. People wonder how it .happened. Oh, h(' just -be
came dishonest in little things, taking advantage of 
people here' and, there; until -the habit grew up'on him, 
and the fire spread, and laid· hold, of, the imaginatioI} and 
of every faculty of the mind'. until suddenly the man be
comes as a flaming torqb, consumed with' the sin that 
he had haJ:'lboured within. 

Sin has a fearful power of destruction. There are 
some huildings that are called fire-proof. I dare· say that 
some ofille modern structures are really fire-proof. We 
had a great fire in "Toronto perhaps aJbout thirty' years 
ago - some of you will remember it - down on -Fz;ont 
Street, where the Union .Station is now. There were a 
great many 'very fine ibuildings' even at that time, and 
according to the standards 'of that day many of them 
were supposed to be fire-proof.' And some of the work
ers of: that terrible night have told me that it seemed 
soniethnes in S()me places as though the buildings melted 
before the flames! And -when the fire had passed there 
was only a mass of tangled iron, utterly destroyed. Oh, 
how strong some men haye seemed to be, and, yet this 
dev:ouring fu,ry 'has consumed them, and destroyed them 
at 'Ias,t. There is no natura.! fireproof temple in the world. 
Only one Man who ever lived could say what Jesus said, 
and that was Jesus.~Himself: "The prince of this world 
cometh,' and hath nothing in me." . He came with his 
flaming torch, and set fi,re to the imagination, 'but it 
would --not Ikindlle; it would not ,burn: He tried to set 
fire to his fleshIy nature, saying:, "Command that these 
stones be made bread", for He was nungry. But. he 
cou}d. not start the Iblaze. Then he attacked the spiritua,l 
realm, and tried:.to set fire there, but he .found that'that 
~ly Man Who was both God and Man, was "holy, hal'm-

. less, undefiled, 'separate from' sinners." He was the one 
and only fire-proof personality the world has ever seen. 
All the rest of us have sin within us, and unless it is 
ddvinely controlled, and .divinely extinguished, it must 
destroy us all. Not only so, ibdt this'is a fire that apart 
'from a divine,ex:tingu.isher, burns on fol': ever. 

.People sometimes discus's the question as to whether 
the fires 6f hell described in the scriptures 'are literal or' 
figurative. I do not care which they are.. Fire is fire' 
wherever you find. ,it. And there are fires of the mind 
that- are worse than any flame that' could conSUJDE! the 
body. The rich 'man remembered, his memory 'Was on 
fire.. . Abraham said: "86n, remember that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good ·thiI!:gs." And he did remem
ber. He said" "I am tormented in this flame." This fi·re 
-burns on and on forever unless God shall deal with it. 

II. 
Now WE ARE ADMONISHED HERE "TO SAVE SUCH; AS'.\BE 

IN THE FIRE. I wonder what our churches are for? Let 
me speak soberly and yet truthfully. 'Many churches are 
about as useful for the purpose for which they were 
estabUshed as a fire hall would be if it were absolutely 

devoid of fire-fighting apparatus. ,What is the use of 
sending some firemen to a fire with some prima donna 
to sing to .the crackling flames. Of what value to send 
some mail of rhetorical power who will stand before the 
co;nsuming buJlding and point out all the wonders of the 
structu.re! What is needed,·, when there is a fire is 
someone to put it out, and, if there 'be anyone in the 
flame;-to save them from the, fire. And that is the busi
ness of the 'gospel, not doing the devil's :business, like half 
the churches of this continent are doing, with no recog
nition whatever of the awfuI fact that· sin is here, and 
that it has power to destroy both soul ·and body in hell 
-not a word about th'at. In half the .pulpits of this city 
to-day the ~h()ir will sing, the minister will rehearse his 
platitudes"':" in nine -cases out of ten stolen from soml!one . 
else, and be very nice, very pious, and very amiable; and 
people will 'go out ~s they. came in, with heart and con
science untouched:. Our business is to 'save people, and 
the church has absolutely no reason to exist if it doss 
not pull people out of the fire. ,That is our'Dusiness. No 
use to substitute' the schoolmaster fo,r -the fireman, and 
send the doctor of ,philosophy to put out a great blaze. 
Better a 'man who does not even 'know the 'king's EngUsb, 

• who knows -fire when he sees it, and kp.ows the only way 
by which it Can Ibe extinguished,. 'Mere instructions, with 
nothing ellie, wiH accomplish' nothing. We oug:h~ ,to see 
something done .. We are to save people'. 

Now I 'know that it is true that God saves us; that 
salvation is of grace, and of grace alone. He is the Alpha 
and the' ,Omega, the beginning' and the end. There is no 
salvation apart from God, but He is pleased. to use us 
as His instruments. 'He is pleased to employ men and 
women to save people out of the fire. That is the busi
ness of you Sunday S,chool teachers. Oh, ibut you say, 
"Just a little child!" 'Yes; just a little child. What if 
that building were on fire, and' father and mother have 
,been saved, and all the elder children have' been saved, 
and what if it was to ,be said that the baby, the youngest 

.of the famiiy, is s-leepingsoundly in one of ilie upper 
stories? Will there be anyone so lacking. in the. ordin
ary feelings of humanity to say, '~Oh, it is only a baby, 
let it Iburn." I canno't understand people who say, when 
'I give an invitation 'here and a mtle boy or girl comes 
up, not knowing very much, ,but f~eling in his or her 
heart that he or 'she wants somethin'g that. he has not 
got - "Oh, well, it is just a child!" God can use the 
childreb. God saves the children. Far ,better a fence 
at the top of 'the ,precipice, ,than a hospital at the bottom. 
Fa,r better to save people from 'going into every sort of 
'sin by the grace of God, than even to bring them out 
of the fire at last, with all the marks of the flames upon· 
their characters, which can never in 'this life be wholly 
effaced. 'That is the bu'sine~8 of all of us, to pull them 
out of t~e fire. 

You say, .'I- am not a professional. I have never ·been 
to college. .I am not fitted for that.'~ . Did· you ever see 
a fire in a village where there were no professional fire
fighters? Did you ever see the men and' the women, the 
boys and girls everywhere, 'getting to ~ork to try to 
put 'out the fire,.andsave people from the fire? If we 
have 'been 'brought' out of the fire, tlien it is our Ibusiness ./ 
to save other people. I have not heard of ~he most con
servative person proposing that an oxcart should 'be 
substituted: for the most rapid motor car in the fire halls 
of the city - an ox cart with a ,barrel on it! Just imagine 
such firemen saying, "Plea'se tell them that we will he 
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there :by and 'by. It may take. us a w.-hiie, but we~will 9~ that. How c~n we be mad~ fireproof? Well, we shall 
· there." When you. are dealing with fire you cannot have to be made of the same material as the Lord Jesus 

afford .to waste a minute. The siren iblows and as fast was made of; that is .all. . We shaH 'have to have that 
'as that vehicle can tiavei it 'speeds through the streets; same material in ·us th~t when ·th'e prjnce of thi·s world 
and ~veryone must get out of.the way because you want'. com~s he cann()tset fire to us. Oh, but you say, "That is 
to .pull people out of the fire. The king"s business re- impossible. There is the' old man." Yes, and the old 
quires haste. We have not time to waste in this business. man is a very inflammable old man .. Just a spark will " 
Close all the churches indeed! . Let us take a summer. set him off, and sOqletimes it is fire, and sometimes 
vacation while th~ devil has all 'his own way with 'boys . dynamite, and sometimes both. How could we m;tke ,this 
and ,girls untH the fall! You have heard that story of the ibuild·ing fireproof? By Just. tearinglit down and huilding 
little 'gil'l when they were packing up to go to·the seaside it all· over again'. 'That is ·all, according to:modern plans. 
fol'. the summer,.·and they were starting in. the morning. How can '~e be ,mane fireproof? Listen: "Ye must be 
When'she had said her usual evening' prayer she said, born a'gain"; "that which is ,born of the flesh is flesh, 
"Now GQd, good bye, we will ',be back in. S·eptember". ' 'ana; that which is 'born of. the 'Spirit is spirit.'· Marvel, 
Just a childish saying, if. there :he any truth in it! But no.t that I saia. unto 'thee,-Ye must the born again." rrhere 
it might just,as-well be credited to some ministers a~d is 'no other way t.o ,be- made new creatures in Jes\ls 
to some churches. They absolutely cease f,rom their God- Christ. Then the new nature which He' gives w,ill ·fight 
giyen task, and let the devil hav~ his own ,way. . .against the old, and the devil will come to tl).e new nature 

. and find that 'he cannot set that on 'fire.' That is what 
II was in Rochester a short while· ago and they told the scripture means when it says.: "Whosoever is born 

me of the unio'n of thirty~ei'ght churepes. 'and it was not of 'God .doth not commit sin." It is the new nature that 
even summer time, for an'- evening 'service, under th~ does not. sin; .the old, nature doea:The old milD is com-

· shadow of that centre of 'Baptist infidelity, RQchester bustible en-ou'gh, :but 110t the new man. And that is the University, and 'Rochester Colgate Divinity Cgllege. That 
. h t t h h' th s s ul • only way by Which we can be saved: for. time and Ior 
IS w a you· may . expec were ·you ave e e 0 - t 't L t ' . d f 'tb f' . t d L t' 
destroying doctrin.es taught. Thirty-eight.churche!J com- . e er,?1 y. e us sen' . o~ e. Ireman. 0- ay. . e. UII 

. b' 'd t ·f·"· th th ''''1 'h ld . put m a call for we need. Him, and' no one else can help us. . me 0. see I . among· em' ey can POSSI'u y 0 an' .. '.. :...... 
eveni'ng service., And the thirty,-eight churches together Let .us pray:' ___ , 

, had less t~an orie~fifth of .the;attenda:nc~ of.our 'Sunday We thank 'Thee~ 0 Lo~d, that·salvatio\t.is offered of Thy 
School ,thl's' mornmg at{ten 0 clock! Includmg some' o~ grace, and we ·pray that in this morning hour some·may, by 
the largest churches of~Rochester, right in th'e. hest the power of God" be pulled lout of the fire, Make this an 
season, thirty-eight, of, theql had less than' . two hundred oeeasio~ of grace'to uil all, for Jesus' .sa~"Amen. ' 
'people, 'and they/called; that getting God's work done., I , . 

The condemnation 'of h,igh heaven mus:t 'be up'on things 
like that. ' ." 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET f' 

. ""Save with fear, ~ulling t~em our ~f the ~ire.': Wh~ "Mr. :Samu~1 T.ulloch" ,the able pastoral'visitor at the 
we ought to be afraId. No flrem~n trIfles WIth !Ire: he church, preached at the morning service on the subject, 
has s~en .. t~.' muc~ of it. He k~ows h9W terrlb!y de- '~Soul~ Eternity Bound". " 'T~e presence o( the :Lord .was 

, str~ctIve It IS. An.d I~.v~ntur~ t~ say that .there ]S not·' .felt in a definite manner and. one, young girl responded 
a fIreman of experIence m thIS cIty. that ever goes, 19· a to the gospel invitation. ' .. ' 
fire without a sense of fear of that terrible' thing he is . , 

· going to fight. So ought we to"be·afraidof sin' in'our- . In .the evening a good number attended. again and' 
selves or in others. . So ought parents to be . .more afraid' remained for the Lord',s Supper. This' service. proved 
of 'sin in their children than of SmaJIpox, or any other to be a blessing to those·who attended to.remem'ber the 
childish malady'. "save' with fear, pulling them out of L~rd.'s'death·till He come'. • ' 
the fi,re." It is of no use to sing them a song 'and leave, 
them there. God having raised up His 'Son, sent Him 
to 'bless·us ,by turning everyone away from his iniquity, 
pulling them ou1'of the fir.e. 

III. 

How CAN WE BE SAVED? This building is perhaps about 
sixty years old" and it was built befor~ the days 'of fire
proof 'buildings. We did the very best we could to make 
it safe. A few years.ago the Insu,rance'Company said 
to us, "You will, haye to rewire your building throug.h
out; your system is Oibsolete;. you' mu'st bring it up to 
date and make·it safe." We said, we' would do it, and· in 
one week. the underwriters served, us With notice that 
uniess they had, some assurance that -the work would- be 
undertaken immediately they would cancel all our in
'surance, a'nd not allow us to hold another service in the 
church. We had· to do it. What for? Well,. to ma:ke it-' 

. as safe as we possibly could. But thish.uilding would 
burn. 'God grant that-it may not,' except it ,be set on 
fire with the holy, fire. 'I wish we could. have a fire Ji'ke . 

t' • 

, . 
Wh~n I 'attempt to do what I c~n't dO, then I do it in 

the power of the S~ir~t. . 
-G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 
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'. 
How 'The . Apostles· Would Evang~lize·Canada! 

:400 his domi~on shall be /rom sea ~ eo _, and from the-rifler even eo the end. 01 ihe earth. (~ecla. 9:10). 
. . .·T· ins verse' from ·the 'prophet Zechariah is repeated sweepin:g evangelical conquest. We cann~t 'but feel that 

with only slight variation by, the psalmist in Psalm. the Lo.rd is . waiting to pou·r out upon thIS land a great 
72 :8. It is -prophetic of the ultima"te. univerl!al sway blessing!' . 
Which t'h.e Lord, 'Jesus Christ shall exer~ise over all t~e ./ 45 Per Cent. Roman Catholic 
univer~e.'This One whom the world once beheld in evident ICen~us 'statistics can ~fte~ be dead columns of dead 
humility and· volunta,ry 'abasement, and who now inter- figur~ but at the 'same time they do iIlus,trate our con
,cedes in invisilble glor..y"shall one day visibly appear to tention that t'h, is country lies before us as a mission .field. 
take up the power and to reign for ever and evsr. That 
which is now known to the eye of faith shall !be revealed "Nearly one hall 01 our population; is Roman Cathol'ic! 
to the wondering eyes of all peoples of all time. .. Yes over' 45 -per' cent. of the people cif Canada claim to 

be '~em!bers of the Roman Church! Are they not candi-
Hark th'e hursts of acclamation! .. dates for 'sa-Ivation? Does not the Chu,rch of Rome ~o 

Hark those loud triumpha'ri(chord's! ' , hide the gospel that its deyotees are as much 'in 'need 
Jesus ta'kes the highest station; as the savages of. toe darkest places upon, earth? Tr':lly 

Oh, what joy the sight affords! this one mission field alone should cause UR to see this 
Is this not Ii great source of consolation and, joy' to . land a\S desperately in need~.' , 

heli'evers'? Reader, do.you not love to think cif that time 
when the once despi'sed. Jesus shall be exalted before all Dead Modernism 
the worlds? There is no dou·bt as ,to' this ultimate rule What of the remainder of our populace? Over 40 pe~ 
of th,e glorified, 'Son of ,God. The i:nspired writer in Holy cent. of ,Canadians belong· to the three major Prot~stant 
Writ declares-"He shall 'have dominion ... " This is no. d'enomina.tions. Anyone ·who has visited many of these 

. matter for specql.alion for in the mind of the Lord, it is chu:rches (note that we do not say all) m~'st be painfully 
as though the even~ had alreadf occurred. When God aware that either the.gospel 'is not preached at all 9r else 

. declares that some event shall come to pass, ·there is no· it is so concealed under .abstract languapoe~hat no one 
Cluncertainty 'for' His Word "is forever settled in he~ven. could understand it. Modernism and dead ritualism hav:e 

- 'Let us not labour under the -delusion that we have" so made inroads that most of th~se churches are . impotent 
no part in 't'he' wor.k of God. We ,realize full well that 'and so hundreds of thousands of-'our fello,:w :citizens pre

,God could, if 'He so .desired, bring ahout' His purpose sent a great miss"lon challenge to us. 
without the participation of any m,orta!s. It haR plea'sen -. 
Him, however, to'make use of redeemed 'sinners:to extend • A Stupendo~s TaSk' 
His kingdom and' as believers, we should count it a great . Thos'e of us who are evangelical Baptists fp~' thllt the 
privilege to ·be instruments,in H~s hands to fu·rther the historic Baptist -position is the closest to the New Testa-
gospel. r meni teaching and we cannot but mourn the fact thHt 

\ .our Concern for (tanada . we 'have made such little impact upon our Cap.ada. Po 0-_ 

Especially do we long .to see our Lord J~sus Christ ses'sed with a burning conviction that this land needil 
exalted in ~.ur own native land .• Upon the Canadian coat· New Testament chqrches, we cannot but feel 'a !lpnse of 
of az:ms appears part of this. verse of 'Scripture- "from weakness as we view our meapore res.ource!! and the des
sea. to sea." Would·to God that "this were a ·reality and perate shortage of la'bourers. The task looks staggering 
that the gospel of redeeming love, held sway from the and'we sense our inadequacy. 
Atlantic to the Pacific. arid, from our southerly border' "Oh," we .inquire, "how would the apostles ",et out to 
to the Arcfic! Are we wrong in having 'such a- desire evangelize this 'laud tn this twentieth century?" Suddenly 
for'the land of our fathers? Is It sE!lfish to -bestow our' there occurs the answer _ In exactly Jhe 8ame manner 
spiritual longings upon our fellow countrymen who are as they set out to evanneliile the 'world of their own day! 
without God, 'Withol,.lt' Christ and: without hope? No! The 'same principles that were ,!pplicaible in th~t day are Qo,. 

for a vital part of our' comm,ission must concern our .applicahle in this hour fGr the same eternal and un
,Jerusalem - that is - the area about us. Indeed we changing.Christ· still \Stands as the one Kin'g and'Head of 
would venture to say that if .qanadian believers' are .. not the churches .. '. ' . 
deeply c'oncerned for their_ 'kinsmen after the ft~h, :then 
there i~ something lacking in the spiritual life. Reader. 
are you awar-e of the fact 1that Canada today lies before 
us as' a 'great mission field that -should challenge us to 
renewed consecration a':ld activit~? 

Before the apostles "-]ay the empire of emnires and 
-around them lurked enemies' that were powerful. At their 
ilisposal lay no physical resources or official c01nmenda-' 
tion. ; Thei,r intellectual resources 'were meagre and in 
number they were 120. CIA ·hopeles's task." you say? 'Oh, 

, . No Revival in C~nadian History so it appeared-except for Gq~'!, But Spur:geon well de::: 
In. all its hi-story this dominion hru)' known no 'g.reat - clares that ",their tramp w~s t1ill;t o~, a leg~~n that went 

revival., England: has ;h;ld its Wesleyan revival; Wales. forth to ~nquer as .we~l ~s to· fIght. Truly:the earth 
its Welsh revival ~t the first. of th,is century; Ireland the trembled beneath thelr,tr~~~. .' , . 
awakenings of t~e last. century; "the United' States the _ It surely would be profifaible for us' to· discover. how . 
mighty' movement under Finney and' even India was . they evangelized· the )Vorld of their day for. then we 
visited' in' thaTelugu revival on the Cilnadian ~aptist ·should di~ver how ·they would evangeJize Canada tQday' 
field ... <?\l~' Canada, h;owever,. ha!l experienced no such and how we should, acco~plish thi~ feat ... 

" 
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, 

I. 
TuEY, WOULD ESTABLISH NEW TESTAMENT CHURCHES. 

''Oh,'' declares. 'some reader, "-that is a minor ·matter. 
, After all, the important thing is to hold evangelistic 

campaigns, see ,people saved and then leave the results 
with God." Who said that the matter of establishing New 
Testament churches was a minor matter? :Certainly the 
Word; of God ,neyer did.! The matter 'Of estd.:bliBhing gos
pel preaching, New Testament churches is a minor mat-' 
ter on"" if you disobey the plain revelation of Scripture. 
How inconsistent it is for Christians to accept the clearly· 
revealed w~Y'of salva-tion and. at the same time to reject 
or wilfully overlook the plainly revealed.' divine program 
for propagating the gospe1. 

!If the apostles were to be called upon to evangelize 'this
,growing land of ours they would obey .thElir Master's 
directions, 'knowing ,that blessing would come thereby and 
that the maximum success would then attend -their 
lalbour.s. ,What is thisScriptu·ral .plan? Surely the Great 
Commission outlines.it cle~rly and is in accord with the 
directions 'and 'examples of :the' Book of Acts and the 
epistles. The Lord, 'before His ascension, commanded His 
disciples - '~Go ye therefore, and, teach- (make disciples 
of -margin) all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
tlhe Father, arid of the ,gon, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded 'you: and 10. I am with you always, Poven un.to 
the end of the world:." ('Matt, 28 :19, 20) 

.Sul'ely the order here· is very .dear. 
1. DiSciple all nations-that is, evangelize or 

,preach .-the gospel to all nationoS that men mig·ht . 
be saved. 

2. Baptize the believers-that i'!\,. initiate the be
lievers . into the local .assembly and. thu's show 
'forth their identification with 'Christ and His 
people. 

3. Teach the believers ~ll things of the Word. 

In what sharp contrast this 'stands with muC'h of the 
loose modern 'concept of evangelism. There is no scrip
tUl'al 'Warrant for such ins-tructions as - "Now that' you 
are saved, 'go to .whatever place .of worship you desire." 
The Lord declares ·specifi'cally.'-that believers are to be 
baptized ·a.nd then taught in th~ W o,rd of God and nOVt 
in the traditions of men. 

Any evangelilrm which ·'OverlooWs th{s divine prog1'fl!m 
iB not New Testament evangelism. . .'CaH it by whatever 

~ name you will, 'bu-t do . not describe it as scriptura~ Paul's 
tireless laibou.r-s 'were to the. end that souls might ,be :saved 
and that churches might be established. In his letter to . 
his fellow pastor, Timothy, he discloses his high regard. 
for the local, gospel-preachihg, New Testament church 
as he describes it in these words - "the house of God, 

. ·which is the church of the living 'God, the p'iTIa·r and 
ground of 'the truth.:;'- (1 Tim. 3: 15). In his'min4 this 
was nO optional maUer of trivial import. It was part 
and parcel with' the proclamation of the ·gospel. the 
preservation of the results and the extension. 'of the 
message. 

'If ICanada is to' he evangelized in' apostolic fa-shion (and 
we desire no· other) then this ma,tter of the establishment 
of New Testament churches must assume its proper ,plac~ 
of impOrtance. Oh,' that eve~y city, town, village and 
major crossroad had sl,lch citadels of gospel truth point,. 
ing men to the ,Saviou~! 

. " [I. 
'-. 

Next. let U8 note 'SOME OF THE SPIRITUAL CHARACTERIS
TICS OF SUCH CHURCHES. We do not refer to the obvious 
fact that they were independent, local hodies of haptized 
believers for this 1s apparent to anyone who has no 

--,theological axe to grind in approaChing the New Testa
ment. At ,the moment we 'are more interested in noting 
the spi:tituaI: characteristics of' oSuch assemblies., . That 
the apostolic churches had blemishes cannot· 'be 'denied 
but 'still, their 'splendor far outshines these and, taken 
as a whole, we see in -them the divine pattern and ideal. 

They preached the Word of God. How apparent is 
this' feature of the lif"e of these churches! No Sunday 
evening forums, no entertainment prQgrams for- hell
'Qound sinners and no performing horses! In dead earn
-estness they preached the Word: of the living God.' From 
Jerusalem, through Judaea, 'Samaria, Asia Minor to the 
Imp'erial City .itself tliey carried one message. Like the 
servants of God. today, they found tlfat they could not 
exhaust .ita contents. 

'These early churches' gloried in this message and had 
no continual and frenzied search for sonie novel mes
sage to tickle men's ears or -to -please -their lusts. There 
were no conventions to discover 'some ,new way to touch 
"the modern mind".. The preachers of these chu·rches 
would not exchange the Word of God for anything else. 
In Acts it is recorded that Peter and John were requested 
to refrain from .preaching but thei·r answer was unmis
takeable - "Whether it -be ri'ght in the sight of God' to~ 
hear'ken unto ·you more ·than unto !God, judge yeo For we 
cannot hut speak the :things which we have seen "and 
heard." (Acts 1-l :!~9, 20). . 

/ 

'How often too do we read words to this effect - The 
Word of ,God grew and multiplied"? That church which 
ignores the W oro of 'God need not' expect ·to rea'p the 
results that ·accompanied the onward march of.. the 
apostles. ' ) 

The apostolic churches were char:acterized by the pri-
. vate testimonies of,their members . . These Christians 
were testifying,. joyous believers. 'Dhey must tell all 
around what a dear Saviour they had found. In Acts 8 
is- the lovely story of PhiHp leaving .the Samarianrevival 
i'n order to go down to 'a 'desert place to tell one soul 

-about his .Saviour:. 'The very next chapter' teUs of the 
testimony of a humble, ,obscure disciple hy the name of 

I Ananias, who was used· to explain the way of God to 
the learned Saul of Tarsus. In a· PhHippian prison Paul 
and Silas felt they must' tell their captor the way of 
salvation. While in his Ro~an confinement Paul led' 
Onesimu~ to the Lord Jesus Christ. HOV\<' joyous were 
these IChristians! Where~r they ~ere, they felt that 
they must testify of Jesus Christ. 

I Is this not a characteristic much to be desired ':by a 
New Testament church today? What a'reputation to 
have 'before meni The old story 8!bout D. L. Moody is 
illustrative at this pQint, One day Mr, Moody confronted 
a man on the street and asked him if he were saved. 

'''Mind your own business," came the sharp reply. "That 
is my busines's," answered Mood,Y. "Oh" you must be 
p. L. Moody," replied the stranger. If the few rea~ New 
TestaJp.ent churches. that exist now in Canada. were 
charactel''ized''by such a spirit, things would, happen! 

CO'fl.spicuo.ttS in the life. of the apostolic· church~s is a 
vital dependence upon the Holy 'Spirit. Indeed someone 
;has suggested. that t!he ~Book of Acts may weH' be called 

I 
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the "Acts of the Holy Spirit". These churches wer~ noL· 
distinguished by mechanical preaching, wooden theology 
and, lifeless testimony. The whole witness was real, vital 
and powerful because the churc'hes and individualR were 
empowered· by the Holy Spirit. 

On<:e again the accoun~ ~ Philip and the eunuch illus
trates this dependence. WE' re'ad the·re that the Holy 
Spirit led Philip to .the correct ·place, and He had caused 
the Ethiopian to read the Word of God and He opened 
the man's 'heart to Philip's testimony. The existence of 
the' 'Holy Spirit and the need of. His power was' not a 
doctrine with no relation to' life 'but was' an essential 

-element in the lives of these men of GOd. . . 
Pray~r. too, occupied a prominent place in the churcltel! 

of the New Testament. Again, this was' no matter of . 
,routine alone. It was the experience of these churches 
-t'hat time and time a'gain. they were shut up to God. 
If He did not intervene, the day was; lost. Experience 
of His timely aid, deliverance and empowerment caused 
t~em to 'rejoice to come before Him with supplication. 
Let us listen in at one of those' prayer meetings-:-

"And when they 'had, ·prayed·, the plac'e was ,shaken 
where they were assembled together; and, they were 
all filled ,with the 'Holy Ghost, Itnd'they spake the 
word of God with bpldriess" (Acts 4 : 31 ). 

time do little or nothing .about it. It is not enough to 
criticize all others while we do little or nothing. Let us 
be more than idle theorists or armchair strategists. 

.once a group of churchmen met in an Amedcan city 
to 'have a conference on 'how to teach the masses with 
the gospel. While these learned gentlemen sat in comfort 
discussing their't~cme, Mr. Moody came along and set up 
his, soapbox and began to preach. 'Sco·res and hundreds 
of the working ·people gathered to hear this plain preacher 
while t'he clergymen upstairs talked on and on. How 
easy it is to ,be liketlhose clergymen and merely to talk 
(yes, and to write!). philosophize and. criticize. 

If the apostles lived today in 'Canada they would be 
persuaded of the divine prog,ra-m and then they wouJ.d 
vigorously execute it. While we would ·sit} around and 
discuss-the seemingly insurmountable prO'blems and what
we Uke' to think as peculiar difficulties, they would be 
out .putting God to llhe test. ' Are We really persuaded 
that the 'God of the apostles is our 'God or is 'it merely 
a theory with us? '. 

Hudson Taylor correctly observed-"How often we at
tempt work for 'God to the limit of, our incompetency 
.ratherthan to the limit of God's omnipotency./' It is'onl" 
too evident that of ourselves we are inadequate for th~ 
task of eVangelizing Canada but -God is' not inadequate. 
He·longs to "See His people' take Hitp at His Word and 
launch out upon His promises. Only such implicit faith That is prayer! That is praying that 'brings a'bout the 

. intervention of the One who 'hold'S all things in the hol- . wHl equip us to tell upon our land. . 
low of. His hand. _ 

These early churches were characte?'ized by sac'l'i/ice: 
How many unnamed, heroes there must :be behind the New 
Testament story - humble men 'and women whose monu
ments are not in stone- 'but in heaven where they shall 
shine for ever' and eyer long af.ter sto~e ha·s decayed and 
gone back to the dust of earth. \ 

'Think of the' number which sacrificed themselves and 
laid thei,r all upon .the altar. If we desire to see this 
land evangelized as was the/world of that day we shall 
need to see young men who are caIled of God rise up to 
'surrender all 'to Him. Perhaps among oui readers there 
are those who feel that 'God is calling. Do not hesitate 
to answer and put yourself at His disposal. . 

Of all 'Christia:ps, ·this ta'sk dema~ds a sacrifice of 
time, talents and means. It is not enough that we 5hould 
begrudgingly give an hour on .sunday. This mammoth 
undertaking demands the consecration of the whole be
ing to the 'Lord. Jesus 'Christ. Some Chri.stians stop short 
.atthe thought of sacrifice hut, in so doing, they are 
robbed of ,bles'sing and ,give indication of a barren 
spiritual life. Those· Who pride themselves that they are 
justified and sanctified may also be ossified! . 

These are'hut a few of the spiritual characteristics of 
those apostolic churches that rocked the Roman Empire 
and. turned R world upside down: No carnal devices were 
required as sub~titutes. for 'power with God. Such 
clfurches today. are -needed to evangelize this land. No' 
number of ot'her frot'hy organizations' can accomplish 
the task for.thew lack the divine credentials. 

III. -
POSSESSED WITH THE CONVICTION AS TO WHAT WAS 'THE 

DMNE PROGRAM, THE APOSTLES WOULD VIGOROUSLY EXE
CUTE IT. AIh! here's the problem! It is not enough that'we 
sit 'back comfortably and declare to the world' that we 

know how tl'tis'la~d is to be reached if we at the same' 

,Reader What is your vision for Ca'nada? Do you not 
long 01& see the Lord Jesus Christ enthroned in countless 
thou.sands of hearts? 'If that is your God-given desire, 
do. you know of a hetter .way of reaching these ·souls 
-than that which the Lord has ordainea'? If persuaded 
of that program, what are you doing to further it? 

~S THIS "SIMPLE POINT" UNDERSTOOD? 
In the strategic land of India there have he en ·gather

ingos to celebrate ~he 250th anniversary of the. landing 
of the first Protestant missionary. Leaders from various 
parts of the wbrld have journey~d there 'to have part in 
t'he festivIties. . The Chu'rch of South India, a group that 
is modernistic and ritualistic has had a 'pro'min'ent part 
in this program. 

·The Ecumenical P"es8 Seryice, the publicity organ for 
the World 'Council of Churches. contains an account of 
these celebrations:- . . . 
INDIA 250 Years of Protestant Missions in Indict 

(Madras)-A predominantly Christian gathering of nearly 
5.000 people took part in the united celebration of the Zieg8D
balg Jubilee (marking the 250th anniversary of the landing 
of Ziegenbalg, first Protestant missionary in lindia) contened 
under the auspices of the Tamilnad Christian Council. . 

~ro~. Ohanman Dev~~li!an,. President, Tamilnad Christian 
Council, welcomed the VISitors. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur Union 
Health Minister of. India, was in the chair. She s"ke of 
PrQteatant service undfr God and extolled the work, of the 
missionaries, especially because they had seen to it tbat re
ligion had. not bound itself to narrow social customs. She 
praised Christian education 8IIld medicine.' . 

Assuring the foreigll missionaries that their work waS 
thankfully' accepted and appreciated, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur 
sa~d .that ~he t.hought it ~_ p~sible that the work of fomp 
. miSSionaries could be fitted mto the 'rapidly changmg pat
tem of Ii~e in modern India. Th:e only time when the fol
Jowers of t·he tolerant religion of Hinduism were "wo1llDdeel" 
w!ls .wheI! a restrict~ meaning was applied to the work of 
m~sslonarles - the preac.hintt of the. Gospel and conversion. 
But she was sure t!!.,at thiS Simple point wa.s well understood 

\ 
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today.· Indeed missionary, work in ,India had existed aide by 
. side with-Hinduism .since the time of St. Th'omas,the Apostle.-

-Evangelical, Press Service, Geneva: January 27,1956 

One'ientence especially st;rtled us. The Indian Health
Minister is' ·quoted as\ saying' that '''the only time ,,"hen 
the' .followem of. the tolerant' religion of Hinduism w&re 
'wounde'd! was when a: restricted 'meaning- was applied 
.to·. the work o'f missionaries":'-' the preaching of. the 
Gospel and conyersion." .The communique adds that 
"she was "sure tha,t this :simple pOint was well und-evstood 

ity. In this way we shall prepare the way ,for ,.complete 
unity." .'. . , , 

Cardinal Gerlier recalled the late Abbe Couturier, a pioneer 
. for Christian unity. Referrin,g to'the address they had just. 
·heard, he asked: "How will unity come about? We do not 
know. Humanly speaking, ·the solution still eludll8 us, But'. 
we can have faith in the' power and the grace of God, which 
surpass th'e limits of our'horizon." , . 

• • -E.P.S.,.Geneva, Janu!ry 27, 19!)6 

today". . , 
What "does this mean J J.t means 'that those miasion- ~ 

.ari~s who. are ,.~oncer~ed wi,th the never-dying souIIl of, An Important Series of Articles 
theIr 'IndIan frIends are not as welcome as those who' ' - .. 
will 'build sewers tiB . fields -teach and provide 'health' A serief! of artiCles'- under the general heading, "The 
care. We do .not despise or ~nd'er-estimate, such services. 'Canadian .. Religious 'Scene" 'will appear in ,the next few 
Dut'true .missionaries recognize these. as but auxiliaries issues of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. It is '~ur profound con-
to the work of the 'gospel. Apparently, however, the ,viction- that t'he ,next ten or twenty years will be f!rucial ' 
rndian Minister of Health feels that there is no cause for fo:r: evangelical forces in'this land. As 'n, Baptist,. the 
alarm because '''this 3imple point'is 'Well understQod to- editor 'Y,rites from that viewpoint with the conviction -.; 
day." Are we to understand then that the. majority of that this country needs the evangelical' Baptist testi-
the missionaries 'of India carryon a social program mony. These articles will be:' ' 
rat'her than a program a,imed at· conversion? We are 
pemuaded· that true evangelicaIs ·in India'do not under-' 
stand 'this "simple po'int" even 1£ the Cliu·rch of ;Sou't'h 
India does. . ' . 
. NOTE-:-"A Reuters despatch if~()IIIl New Delhi identifies 
Rajkam~ Amrit Kaur who made 'lJhe aJbove statement as, 
·being 'a "ChriStian"! 

IS THI~ THE UNITY ·YOU DESIRE? ..... 

.. .'The Ecumenical Press Service, t'he organ of the W orId 
Council of IChurches, carries an article that reveals to 
what lengths the 'Wo~ld 'Council hits gone in its cQurtsnip 
of the Roman Church. As you' read' this, recall that it' 
comes' from the modernists ,themselves. It is surely. a 
sad ~~nfessi.on: 

FRANCE The Week of Christimi Unity 
"Serv~ the Lord with gladness: come before His presence 

with: singing." - With' this psalm the yomrg Fathers of t,he 
African Mission Sem~ry opened the Week of Christian 
Unity at. Lyons. Abbe 'Michalon, who is responsible for 
organizing the Ecum'enical week, primarily a week of prayer, 

. reminded pcople .. that this Week which had' been celebrated 
for the past twenty y,ears in Lyons, provided an opportunity . 
for Christians to express tkeir common hope. 
, Cardinal Gerlier was in the ,front row of the' congregation, 
accompanied by. four Bishops. Abbe Michalon also greeted 
three representatives of the World Council of_Churches from 

, Geneva, whose .participation stressed the importance'" which 
t'hey attach to the Week at Lyons. . ' . 

The. first address was given by Canon Rossan, Archpriest 
of Die, in the Department· of the Drome.-' Canon Bossan's 
parish includes 600 Catholic families and 300 Protest8lllt fam

-i1ies: This constitutes a living testimony that contacts be
·tween Catholics and Protestants form part of the ecumenical 
task.' Canon Boss8ill said that a small town like Die "offers 
great opportunities for ecumenical work, provided that the 
majises are led by trained leaders towards real unity, avoiding 
false .mirages and.-iIIusionary· concessions." For unity. will 
not be . .,.:ealized uitiess' everyone is. true to ,the truth of his 
'own confession. "The' witness of our Catholic. faith is never 
,hurtful to a Protestant . Christian. For us the Unity of the 
'Church already exists •. ; The unity for which we pray 'to God 
'is the unity ofa'living body:" ~ . 

The Arch-Priest of Die believes that Catholics and Protes
tants can give a definite'm'eaning to 'ecumenism while re
maining loyal to their partij:ular' truth; "unity would come 
from God!" He said:' ~'We must rejoice when' others do 

l' 'good;' we' ~u",t forgi!, one another our sina, past or present. 
It is our· duty t~' ach~~~ . unity of purpoSe aDd Uidty in char· 
. '. 

, '-

. ~. 

.1. How the. Apostles' Would Evangelize Canada 
(in. this issue) . 

I 
2. The Contrast With the American Scene 

3. The Dry-Rot of Modernism in Canada 

4. When Baptists Aren't ,Baptists 

We intend to make these articles t~ he'as provocative as 
possible and. trust tha,t every subscriher will '·read -them. 
Y~s, write 'us about your impressions. . 

., 
The Annual Letter 

'. (,. 

We have been reviewil1g this year's ,annual lette)' 
prior to 'sending it out to you. It has indeed been 
a blessing 'to my own soul to iook ·back ~rid see what 
the Lord has enabled us to accomplish.: Read -the 
letter carefully and prayerfuiIy. 

. Who Write.f in "The Gospel Witness?" 

Periodically the question arises. as t~ w'ho writes "the 
articles in THE GOSPEL WITNESS. Just recently b.ne read
er wrote to rebuke Dr. Slade ahout an artic'le which' 
appeared in .these pages;' obviously the reader assumed 
that he was the writer and: so Poll'red out. wr~th up.on·· 
him. It so happened that Dr. 'Slade had not written the 
avticle in question! -All unsigned .articlefjl are written 
by the editor (Mr. Ta·rt), Any articles .not written ,by 
the editor carry with ·them the name or initials of the 

. contri'butor. 'The Sunday School lesson and' the Story for 
Younger Readers are prepa·red thy Dr. Clark and Dr. Cole 
is resp'onsible for the Engliah Bible Course. 

, . 
He has no enemies, you say? 
My fviend, your boast is POM: 
He who hath mingled in t~.:fray. 
Of duty that the brave endure,~ . 

-, 

Must have made foes. If he has none 
Small is the work that he has don'e'. " 
He has hiit n'O traitor on :the ,blip; 
He has cast no cup from tt!mpted lip; 

. He ,has never turned the wrong to ri'gitt. 
He ·has been a coward'in the ·fi'ght. 

' . 

-' :', . -A:NON. 

.,' 
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English 

Bible· 

Course 

SrI:x.'mEN'llH LEUfURE 
imJ.'tJhe . . 

ENGUSIH BIHLE"COURS'E 

. , 

By Dr. C. D. Cole; 

February 2nd, 1956 

CELESTIAL CITIZENSHIP 

wiU sha-re Hill fortune and His g.!ory. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ who died. for us means tohaye us with Iiim~elf 
in !{Iory, and ~or this. He prayed., "Father, I will ~hat they 
als.o, whom thou .hast ·g·iven me, be with me where I 
am; that ·they, may behold my ·glo.ry," The world awaits 
its doom; the ·Christian awaIts his glor~. Christ's O'b
jective as Mediator ;between God and men is thatof 
!bringing many son~ to' glory, . 

Sa.lvatioD.as, ~ Progressive Work 

This Philippian letter ·treats of salvation as a .progress·-. 
ive work" a work of ,God 'in the human soul. And Paul 
says '"that He that- hath begun this good work will com
plete it, . In the Ephesian letter, Paul.'.tells the -Christians 

. that they are 'God's workmans'hi'p, The work of· God is 
manifested: in us by our qspiratiOlis after hollness and 
our striving for perfection. Both God and the Christian 
work. The Christian is created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works. Paul s·ays:"By the grace of ,God. I am what I 
am," by which he meant to say t'h~t 'God had made him a 
Christian. :And he says, "I la'houred more abundantly than 
they aH: yet .not I, hut the grace of 'God which -was with 

THE topic of our -meditation· tonight is "Celestial Citi- . me," by Which he means to give -God credit for ·all ,that 
zenshi-p" .. "For our conversation is in heaven; from he ··had accomplished. 'God's work in us is the cause of 

whence aI-so ·we look for the Saviour, the 'Lord ,J eSllS. our worki~g out our ~alvation. God's .wor"k in us as·sures 
Christ". ·success so that our. striving after .perfe.ction. will' finally 

'We have ·already noted that the word for conver.sation 'be. realized; Paul as a? aged saint ~ad not· rea~?ed. t~e -
means commonwealth or citizenship, The Christian is prIze but ~e ~as re~c~lIn~ out. af~er It and pressmg for-
f .. ' " 'I ward to ·selze It, ·Chrlst IS ,brmgmg many sons to glory, 
or a wnIle a pIlgrIm on earth, but even then he be ongs· '. t b t "-' t'h b th h' ·f th h d b t'" k 

th . f . A ,. f" . . f ·h N· no y aAm·g em·· y e al·r 0" . e ea,' u 'uY wor -
to e socIety 0 h.eaven., s ·bene IClarIes 0 t e ew . . th t· k d t '11 f G d' d I 
,Covenant, ·we have come to Mount Zion, ,the city of the l!l·g In em ~ ,~of -an 0 ,WI· P .' os goo P easure, 
living God the ·heavenly Jerusa-lem. Everything of earth Too many '9hrls·tIa~s· w?uld: I-~ke to rIde to ?Iory I? a pull
. '.. .. . man car WIth -stop-over ·prIvIleges at Vamty FaIr. But 
IS temporal and transIent. We have no contmumg cIty nob d '11 t t h fl b d f T·h 
h Ib t . k t H . th I:t 0 y. WI ge . 0 eaven on owery e·s 0 ease, e 

ere, u we see one 0 come.. eaven IS e rea I y, d t I ' h d d'ff' It PIth t 
h · b· . ., .. . f hId roa, 0 gory. JS roug an -1 ICU, au says a we 

ea·rt I·S· ut·a tranSIent show. Heaven IS our at er an , t·th h··h·t 'b I t' t' th k' d . 
hecause.our Saviour is there .. Heaven is our ·common- mus roug muc 1'1 u·a Ion en er e mg .om. 
wealth, 'bec~use our King is there. We are even there ._ N?w, if Ghr~~t is brin~ing me t~ gl~~y, that is what I 
now in Him. In Colossians "three, Paul sa:ys, "If ye then am ~nter.ested I.n and what I am strlymg a~ter. ! a~ 
be r:isen with_ Christ, seek those things which are· above, longl?g to. :be smless, ~o 'be -pe~fectly. -whole_If Crnst IS 
.where Ghri'st sitteth on the .right.hand of ·God, Set your workmg m me .~o ~Il.1 a,nd to work of .God s .good 
affection on things above, not on things on the eart.h: ,pl~asure. 'God WIll fmlsh the w~r~ He hll:s ·~~&:u~ a~d 
.For ye ire dead, and your life. is hid with Christ in thl.s ~ssures m~ th~t I am not S~rlVlng f~r perfect.lO':l m 
God. When, Christ, who· is our life, shall appear, then va~n: .PerfectI?n IS, not ~1)lI!ethlng that. I·~ una-ttamable, 
shaH ye also appear with him in glory." ~.. 'but It IS unattamed m thIS I~fe. And ·thls IS because God 

. . does not complete the Christian' in this . life". 'God's last 
In ~e World, ·But Not of the World act of salvation is ·glorification, Thi·s will not be :aacom-

The Christian is in the world physically, but he is not plished ~ntilChrist comes and wea~a:~e)i.n:Hi.s likeness 
f th . Itl II H· h b h· t f th Then wIlI,our hands lay hold. of the prIze of smless per-o· e wor mora y. e as een c osen ou 0 e. f' . h II b f"··· - h '. f 

world·hy Christ, and. called- out of the world- by the Holy, ect!on. T en ·sha w~. e con ormed .to .. t e Ima'ge 0 

. Spirit, and separated. from the world by faith and manner God s Son. 
. of -life. ·Now these are mental and heart experieilces and The Two Aspect~ of Salvation 

'do not isolate us from the world physically, but make us 
. to be lights in the world, and the salt of ·the ea·rth, The 
,Christian is one· who has been stripyed of his own right
eousness, and has 'heen clothed in the imputed righteous
ness of Jesus Christ. He is a person who, as a sinner, 

. "has committed ·himself and all of his eternal interests 
into the hands of Jesus IChrist. He is a person wh~ has 
los·t all hope of ever being accepted of 'God on his own 

. reco~d:, and is accepted in the ·Beloved through faith in 
Jesus Christ. This world is !;ondemned; the neliever, 
the Christian, is justified. The world lies in the wicked 
one: the -Christian -is in Christ. The lost man is taken 
captive 'by Satan, and unless ~ he is rescued hy One 
stronger than Satan, will s·hare hIS doom;. the Christian 
is !.:me who has heim taken,captiv,e:~y Jesus Christ, a~d 

Let us distinguish a·gain between·· the external and in· 
ternal'as·pects of salvation. Salvation .in. the sense 01 
justification is instantaneous ,and .. -complete, and is· thE 
beginning of the life of faith. Justification is ·God'! 
decla.ration that the sinner who is: trusting in J esm 
ChI'ist. is no longer exposed to the penalty of the law 
which he has broken, but is restored: to His favoul', 
Justification is ·God's acquittal of t'he gui·lty sinper only 
on: the grounds of the merits of 'Jesus Christ."to whom 

. he is united-.iby. failh. Justification ma'kes us safe but· 
it does not m·a'ke us sound. Sin: is a disease as well as 
a . crIme. Justification is freedom from guilt but not 
fitness fOl:.;"heaven~ ,Justification in i'fseif does not make· 
the Christian one whit 'better in character, but it -is ·God's 
declaration- that ~'he 'belieyer is a~solu~ely perfect ·beca~se 

...... 
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Jesus 'Christ the Lord is his right~usness. If IChrist the passive and t'he active in the passag~ !before us and' 
bore my sins in His own body on the 'tree, then I have no with the tenses of the verbs. >Dr. Robertson says that -
sins 'to 'bear, and if I have no sins to suffer for, then ~ . there are 'ser-mons in 'Greek tenses. and we have an in-. 

- am eternally safe. That is the ,blessing of J!lstification; ,stance of that in the passage '!before us. When ·Paul says, 
It means eternal safety. It means, that we have been, "Not as 'though I were already perfect," ft is the passive 
delivered from the wrath to come. But sin is also' a~ dis- 'v,?ice and the perfect tense,' andi he is actually saying, 
ease and a part of salvation Is to make us soundl. And, "Not that I have already been perfected, or 'been made ' 
this work of making us sound is 'a progressive 'work.' It complete 'by God", The 'Deliever can alway.s thin'k of 
begins in regenera,tion and is completed in glorification. himself as Goli's workmanship, 'but he should not thin:k 
God begins it and 'God wHi comp,lete it. In our experience or speak of himself as a fiilished product, as a building 
this involves ,pain and pleasure. God working on us to that God can look upon and, pronounce finished. But we 
make us like His Son is' the explanation of all the ex- are assured that God will finish w'hat He has 'begun, apd 
periences we have on. our way f.rom ear~h to glory. The. then we "can say that we 'have laid hold,of that fo,r which, 
Christian life is one' of continual repentance and' of per- we were laid hold of by Jesus Christ. The bett~r a man 
petual 'hope: As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; pressing is the mc'-re sensitive is his conscience. As we make 
fo:rward; but never reac'lling ,the priz~ of sinless pe,r- progress towards perfection, the clearer our conscience 
fecHon. testifies to our, imperfection. The worse a' man is the less 

,I. his conscience talks to him. As we are albie', by the grace 

Citizens of Faith St~iving for Perfect~on (15, l,~) 
Now in verses fifteen to sixteen', we have the citizens 

of heaven 'striving for perfection. Paul has already, told 
,us that he is i'n the race ·but' that he' has not arrived at 
the goal. In the, precedin.g context,' he says that he 
has not attained unto that perfection for which Christ 
apprehen'ded him, but is pressing forward and will not 
be satisfied until he reaches it. And now he says, "Let 
us therefore, as many as 'be perfect, be thus minded: and 
if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, 'God shall reveal 
even this unto you." . 

The Perfect Are Not Sinless -, 
Paul wants the Philippians to thin'k as he does about 

the Christian's ·attainment in this life: He wants the 
perfect people at Philippi, to realize thei-r im'perfection 
and keep on striving for perfectIon. Now the perfect 
ones that he appea'is to are_ not sinless peopie, but mature 
or advanced 'Christians. This word, translated perfect is 
often used for matu,re Christians in contrast with babes 
in Christ. In first Corinthians 14: 20, the word is trans
lated men i"n contrast with chHdren. Paul exhorts the 
Corinthians to be' children in malice, hut in understand
ing to ,be men. He wants them to pe like children when 
it comes to malice;, and who'ever found a child that could 
hoJd. maiice. 'But he wants them to think Ii!ce men ought 
to t'hink, that'is; like fuH-g.rown .people, like mature folks. 
So Paul is 'here exhorting the mature Cnristians to have' 
his mind a:bou,t 'Christian attainment and this matter of. 
sinless perfection,' He does not w~nt. t.hem to. think they 
had reached sinless perfection, but to pres!! forward in 
striving to attain unto it. Maclaren says that a sense of 
imperfection and' a continu'al effort after th'e 'higher life 
are parts of Paul's perfect man.' And again he Bays that 
the measure .of our perfection is the' consciousnilSs 
of our,imperfection - a paradox, 'but a great truth. ~.n 
other words, the Christian who thinks -right will not 
pride himself on being sinless. The most advanced 
Christian is always t'he most hum'ble Christian. -

Now- Paul seems to. feel that some of these Philippians 
may not thinik as' he does about this matter, hut he .be
lieves that 'God will yet' show them that they are still 
short of His ,pattern for their lives. What di~, Paul think 
of h.imself? He says, in effect, I do not think that I am 
al,ready perfect. I make no -claims to having appre
hended that for whicp 'Christ apprehended me. The Gre,ek 
students 'will be impressed ,by the; w~y Paul combines 

of God, to conquer ,one' sin, the 'God-enlightened con
science wiH point out other sins ,that we had not thought 
much about'. God will show other things that 'are wrong 
just as we make progress in t'he things that we know -
to be right. As we walk by the light we already have from 
the Word of 'God, more light will conte ·to us' from His 
holy Word. . 

II. 
Citiiens of Heaven Warned Against Enemies of 

\ the,Cross '(17~19) 

Now in verses seventeen to nineteen. the citizens of 
heaven are warned against the enemies of ' the cross. 
"Brethren, Ibe followers together of -me," and mark them 
wh,ich "l'allk so as ye have us for an ensample~ (For many , 
waIk, of whom I have told you often, and new tell you 
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ.)" We are all imitators, more or less. Jesus Christ 
is our supreme example and our highest ideal ,but we are 
ju'stified in following the example of a god·ly man. Paul 
here pI-aces himself and those like him in the church at 
Philippi ,in cop.trast 'with the enemies o'f the cross' and 
ur:ges others to follow him and riot these who are enemies 
of Ule cross. Paul wants the Philippians to copy his self
distrust,. his willingness to count everything but loss 'for 
Jesus Christ, his sense of his own imperfections and his 
striving after perfection. 

Enemies of th~ Cross 
,Who are these enemies of the cross? The commentators 

differ. Some claim that they were 'the pagan adversaries 
refer,red to in chapter one v:erse twenty-eight. Others 
think that the reference is.to Judaizers who have already 
been referred to in this tpird chapter. And still others 
think that there is no reference to either the p~gan Ii'ber-' 
tines or to the Judaizers, ·but that the allusion is to 
world'ly professors <in tpe church, who have a form of 
godliness but deny the power thereof. They think that 
the- reference is to those a'buBers of go,race who are known 
as Antinomians, Paul does not name the~, but only de-

, scribes them. T,heir end, he says, is destruction, or per
dition. 'Their Goa iS I t'heGod of lust. their inward de
sires. Their ,glory is thei.r shame. They glory in what 
they ought to be ashamed, of. They are men who mind 
earthly things. The Psalmist in the seventeenth psalm 
refers to, men of the world who have their portion in 
-this life. And these enemies of the cross, what.ever might 

, be said of them: were men of the world w'ho had, thei,r 
portion in 'this life. 'It is a aescription of those to whom 

;. 
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Jesus Christ and His cross are not preCious, a descrip
tion of those who are not aspiring after'holiness. Does it 
picture some or many in the chu·rches today 1 This is a 
solemn question and it ought to cause every ·Chris'tian 
Who reads it to check and double-check to ma:ke his call
ing andl eleCtion sure. Paul writes in tears. His ministry 

. was a weeping ministry.' Gr.eat man that he was, he' was 
not ashamed 'to cry. At Miletus~ he reminded the'Ephe
sian elders that for three: years-he had warned every· 
one d'RY and nfght with tears. In Romans nine,' as he 
thinks of his own people in unbelief, he ·has great· heavi .... 
ness .aIJ,d continual sorrow of heart. Paul's 'theology was 
not on ice. He was a man of com·passion and wept over 
the lost. Paul was a. uniqu·e Christian and servant ().f God 
in many respects. 'The occasion of his tears was dif
ferent from that of 'most . people. We never find him 
crying ·in prison or when he was hungry Qr facing perse
cution,. for the grace of Godr was always sufficient ,for 
these, things. But he wept .over sinners. Grace ·is not 

. given· us 'to ke~p us from weeping o~er the lost, and· to 
be· unconcerned aJbout the l0st is not any sign of grace, 
but rather lack of grace. No preacher ever had. a harder 
time than -the apostle Paul, and no one ever had, 'greater 
joy than he. His Hfe was made up of paradoxes"", un
known ·alfd yet well known; dying and· benold, alive; 
chastened, and not killed; sorrowfu·l, yet always rejoic
ing; pOor, ye't making many riCh; having nothing, and 
yet possessing all things.· What -a strange cha.racter 
the 8;postle -is and was to this world! . 

III. \ 
Citizens of Heaven Looking 'for Their King (20-21) 

Now, from thisdlark picture which is fuB of gloom and 
stained '\yith tears, the apostle 'turns with evident relief 
to a brighter picture in which he talks about the hopes 
of the true Ibeliever. So in verses twenty and'twen'ty-one, 
we have the citizens of heaven lo<>king for their KilJ·g 
and iSaviour. u·For our conversation is in heaven; from· 
whence also' we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall change ou·r vile body, ·that it may he 
fashioned li~ unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to· su1bdue all things unto 
himself." . 

. Heaven a· Reality 
Maclaren says that· Paul uses a very emphatic word. 

for is, a word that is d·ifficult to 'put in English. It is 
a word that suggests essential reality. The Interlinea·r· 
literaI translation renders it, "the 'commonwealth in 
heaven exists." It is a substantial reality. -Our citizen- . 
s:hip 1s not in some ima'ginary place, but a real place of 
eternal blessedness. Our. commonwealth is where our 
King isando He is real, and His coming from that place 
is going to he real when He comes to perfect th·at whiCh 
concerneth us. Weare told that the Roman emperors 
were won't sometimes to make tours of the provinces, just 
as our beauti.ful and beloved Queen i·s doing now in 
Africa. And the coming of the emperor would, be her
alded and everybody would 'be waiting/and looking with 
eyes eage~ for the sight of the emperor. Paul here thinks 
of Christians as waiting and looking for the· coming. of 
their Saviour and King, the King of· glory. What Chris
tian has no't 'been -comforted with those words in John 
fourteen where· ·Christ says, "Let not your heart be 

. troubled: ye believe in God, :believe also in me. In my. . 
Father's houoSe are many mansions: if. it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 'for you. 
And' if I go and. prepare a place for you, I will come" 

'. 

again, and receive you·. unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be 8;lso." What greater joy does 'any bride
groODl have thanthaot of building a home for the woman 
he-loves better than his own Iife. And Christ as the 
Heavenly Bridegroom will have a home prepared. for His 
·bride, His blood--bou'ght and hlood-washed .,CllUrch. 'A.nd 
when she has washed her rohes, and made them white'in 
the blood of the Lamb, th~ home in glory -will be ready 
for her. Bu't our King ·has an' unfinished task The legal 
steps of redemption have been finished. Redemption by 
·blood was accomplished. on the cross; 'Yhen He cried, "It 
is finished." At Calva:ry, He obtained eternal red~mption 
for us. Redemption ,by blood was· done once for all, !but 
redemption :by power is a process and has not ·been fin
ished in the case of a single Christian. There is not a 
·p~rson in'tlJ.e world .or in heaven whose salvation has been 
completed. No chlld of. God· is fuUy sound. as long as his 
body rots and lies as ashes in the grave. He purchased 
our body as well as our spirit, but we still wait for the 
redemption of our body by power. Our body is in a 
state of humiliation. It has suffered. the results of the 
fall along with.the ,ruin of the"soul. . 

. The Body ~f Humiliation 
'The word vile here is not the best translation. It is the 

body of our humiliatio~.· And the 'body of our humilia
tion will not !be redeemed. by power until HE} comes. When 
the Lord Jesus Christ comes,. He wiH change.our body and 
f.ashion ~it like unto His glorious ·bod,y, 'according to the 
working whereby He is able even to subdue all thing.s 
unto Him·self. Life is a gallop to the ·g·rave, but the 
grave is not t'he end for our 'body. He .has a tremendous 
task ahead, of Him, but He is able. ·Glorious truth it is. 

'_Men are still philosophizing 'about how the dead are to 
be raised up, and with what body do they come .. Men 
are still asking,. "How cAn the body of John Huss, whose ...... 
ashes were ..... thrown on the waters of the river, and the 
bodies of those ~ho have been devoured iby wild· beasts, 
or by the sea monster~, how can those bod:ies be resur
rected 1" Oh, this. would pose 'a problem for, anybody but 
the Almighty 'God. P.aul said. 'to kgrippa, "Why should 
it be thought a thing inc!edi'ble with you, that God should 
i"aise the dead 1" It wiH 'be no problem fOI" Him. "In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the Iast trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound·, and, the -dead ·shall ,be I"a.ised 

. "incorruptible, and we shall Ibe changed." He will !be 
equal to the task. Our 'Saviour is God and with God all 
things are possible. He . liked to talk ahout raising His 
people from the dead while He was. on earth. He said. 
"This is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath ·given me I should. lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the 'last day." And in. that 
same discou.rse, He said, "No man can come to me, except 
the Father which hath sent me draw :him: ·and, I will 
raise him up at the last day." And· again, "He that 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh.myblood, hath eternal life; 
and I wilJ raise him up at the last day." . 

Improvement of . the Body 
W. B. Rile~; (and by the way he was a n"ative' of ·Ken

tucky), who wiH he remembered by many in this place, 
once announced for his subject, Tll.e Resurrection of the 
Body. A homely" little woman' came· 'to him and said, 
"Are you going to tell us that we are going to have our 
bodies ltgain 1" And when he roeplied in the af.fir,mative . 

. she said, "Well, I won't hear you." And, when 'he said, 
"Why not 1" she replied, "Look 'at me, how homely I am. 
EveTylbody talks a'bout i,t. And thIs body of mine has 

, 
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never been satisfactery. And I den't want it again.'" 
Then Dr. Riley urged her to. ceme and hear the message, 
assuring her that 'he had geed news fer her. 'And. she 
came and was net disappeinted. _ At ene peint in the 
·sermen, he dealt with the Improvement' ef the Bedy, 
shewing that in the resurrectien, cerruptien will give 
way to. incerruptien, 'that d.jsheneur will be replaced with 
glery, that weakness will be supplanted by strength, and· 
that the natural will beceme the spiritual. This natural 
body suited to the animal seul will 'give way to. a bedy 
that will be suited to the spirit ef the just made perfect. . 
That is a glerious' picture . ./ ~'Fashiened like unto. his 
glerieus bedy." I think we will 'be satisfied with it. 
I may have teld yeu ef the time when HoratiusBonar 
sent a copy of a . little beoklet he had written to. Mr. 
Spurgeen. Mr. 'Spurgeon ,read it a~d liked it and returned 
it to. Mr. Bonar with the request that he writ€ his name 
in it and puJ 'his picture in it. He wanted his autegraph 
and his phetegraph. And Mr. Benar granted the request 
and returned the beekwith his autegraph and phetograph 

. with a little note: "If yeu 'had waited a"while, I ceuld 
have given yeu a better picture ef myself, fer I shall be 
like Him." Yes, the little weman left the meeting with 
radiant and beaming face as she learned the truth about· 
the imprevement ef the body. -

Semebedy asks, "Will we have the same' bedy in heaven 
that we have here?" "Yes, and Ne." Yes, so. far. as 
identity is cencerned; No., so. far as the material particles 
are cencerned .. Why when I was a child in schoel, and 
that has been a few years age, they taught me that eur 
bedies changed ence every seven years. But they have 
gone far beyend that hew. And if I were to. compute it 
or try to., I de net kncw hew many bodies I have had. 
But I have the same bedy that I cal)1e into the' werld' 
with. Individuality will be preserved. I will have my 
own 'body, and you will have yeurs. But; 'oh, ~vhat a dif-' 

. ference between the bo.dy ef humiliatio.n and the bo.dy 
fashioned like un,to. His glorio.us bedy. 

"What we in' glory soon slhaN be, . 
It doth not yet appear. 
But when our precious Lord we see, 
We shal'l 'His imalge bear. 

1.. 

Australian,. Mission \ 

Lo8 A':l1elee' Times Photo 

Australia bound! Pictured above prior to their departure 
from Los Angeles are (from left to right) Dr. McIntire,' Dr. 
Kinney and Dr. Slade. 

. . 
THE party frem the Internatienal Co.uncil o.f Christian 

Ohurches ha,s arrived in Australia. and already re
perts from there indicate that the Lord. is arousing be
lievers. THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS will carry regular reperts 
of the pregress of this mission. The paster o.f Janis' 
Street Baptist Church, Dr. Slade, and the President o.f 
the I.C.C.,C., Dr. McIntire, are furnishing us with' this 
infermatien .. 

Printed Ibelow are two more letters frem Dr. McIntire 
and a brief cemmunicatien fro.m Dr. Slade:-

Beleved in the Lerd, 

Utter No.3 
, Kaimuki Cemmunity Church 
1053 Sixth A~enue, 
Henolulu, Ha waii. 
January 26, 1956 
7.25 p.m. 

Our plane leaves a,t 9 p.m., and we 'have a 24-ho.ur ride, 

"Wilth 'sm~:h a blesS€d 'hope in view, 
We would' more 'holy be, 

. 5,000 miles to. ,Sydney, acress the So.uth Pacific. Mrs. 

More like our ri'sen. Ig'hn'ious Lord 
Whose face we soon s'hal1 see." 

MARCH MISSIONARY RALLY 

A challenging missienary rally is to. be held en Thurs-
day, March 8,in Jarvis Str'eet Baptist Church. Testi
m,onies will 'be given a'b9ut the hand ef the Lerd upo.n 
the churches and' especially with' regard to. the new 
werks. In the evening a great pUlblic service wili be held. 
Paster Samuel J~empster o.f the new church in Kingsten 
will brjng a challenging missienary message and the 
Seminary quartette wiJImipister in so.ng. Ceme alo.ng! 

,-~------------------------------MY COVENANT ' DOLLAR·A·MONTH CLUB 
Desiring to. have a .vital part in the work of the furtherance 

of the. Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be 
applied to the Church' Extension Loan FUnd Df-The CDnServa
tive Regular Baptist AssociatiDn of Canada. This-mDney will 
be loaned Dut to deserving causes to assist in the erection of 
suitable places Df worship. (Matt. 28:19, 20). 
Name 

Address 

Helen J ehnsen is typing this fer me as I. dicta.te in the 
effice ef the church. I want .. te get seme werd back as to. 
the gracieus way Go.d has wo.r~ed here. Weare all 
amazed at the epen doors. The Lerd has surely used the 
testimeny ef the' Internatienal Ceuncil o.f Christi~" 
Churches. We wender and are amazed at the perfectien 
o.f Ged's previdence. 

rTo.day, we saw organized the Hawaii Co.uncil o.f the 
LC.C.C: This Ceuncil is 'te be a censultative bedy ef the 
I.C:C.C and to represent the 20th Century Refermatien 
Mevement in these Islands. 

We first landed here in February, 1950, and met Mr. 
Byro.n D. Beene. He was intro.duced to. the cause by 
Adeline Char. who. ~ad sent him the Christian Beacon. 
Mr. Beene has been faithfully premeting the testimo.nv, 
receiving· missienaries, and sponsorin·g' meetings f~r 
I.C.C.C. delegations going either East erWest. Mr. 
Bo.ene has used the Lerd's meney to. send the Christian 
Beacon threugheut_ the Islands. We new see evidence 
of abiding fruitage. 

When we arrived at the airpert at 8.50 ,a.m., Tuesday, 
Ml'. and Mrs. Beene, Mrs. Helen Jehnsen, Dr. R. W. 

_.Hambreek, and the Rev. Edward Tedd were there to. 

o 
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greet us. Mrs. Johnson 'and Mrs. Boone .placed, the 
be'autiful 'orchid leis' and gave us an Aloha welcome. Im
mediately we were taken for a press interview and a 
picture of the three of us, and at ,nopn ,a luncheon was 

,arranged, for evangelical leaders. The Raibbi of Honolulu 
came, ando 'George Splinter, c'hairman of the Christian 
Bu'siness Men"s 'Committee, and C'hairman of the Armed 
Services Service Centre, the Rev. Herbert Atwood, were 
among those who h~ard the testimql1y'of Dr. Kinney, 
Dr. Slade and myself. ' 

One of the signi£icant developments was that the Rev. 
Ed Kahale, pastor of the Kawaiahao Church, invited us 
to holdjour meeting in 'his ICentre. This is the great his
toric Hawaiian chu,rch and the largest in the Islands, and 
it.s property in the downtown section is one of the land
marks and attractions for tourists: K:ahale is the leader 
of the Hawaiian Congregational Chur.ch. He has been 

. receiving the,Christia:n Beacon, and when we waI-ked into 
his office tliis afternoon for a .cOnference, there was the 
Beacon on his desk; it had just arrived. He told me how 

,thankful he is, and, how fully he agre,es with the st~nd of 
the I.C:C.C. The ni'ght that we spo'ke in his church, we 
explained the iss'ue as well as we could,. 'Some Of the 

• leading Hawaiian'ministers had flown in from the other 
Islands. One of these wa:s Gilbert Williams of the ,First 
Cqurch of Lihue; of the Island of KauaL Another was 
the Rev. Mo!;!es Kahiapo, of Paia, MauL 'The Lord. has 
opened the hearts and understanding of these men of 
God, and they are determined that their churches will 

, remain faithful to their heritage of ~he Gospel. 
'The Hawaii Residents Asso,ciation, Inc., has an active 

organization working under the name of IMUA, which 
means "forw~rd". The president is Lawrence M. ,Judd, 
former governor of the 'Province. A special meeting of 
the. Board of :Administration' was call,ed' in the Pacific 
Club for a .]!lncheon to which I was invited to speak. Here 
I met some 'of the olitstanding civic and political'leaders 
of the community and had an opportunity to tell them 
the story of, 'how the communists are. operating in the 
World CO!lncil of 'Churches. We then had, an exceedingly 
interesting ,period ot questions. 'Many aspects of the 
struggle' between the International Council of' Ghristian 
Churches and. the World ICou~ciI of Churches were 
brought out. ' 

'The Rev. ~icttard Isler, a graduate of Union Theologi
callSeminary of New Y 6rk, is the 'secreta,ry of the Hono
lulu Council' of Churches. In time past he has hajl 
things 'pretty nearly all his own way, but more people in 
the area, are beginning to ask questions and are findIng 
out that he represents rather faithfully the 1ine of the 
.EcumeniCal Movement. ' 

IMUA is fighting com'm'unism, and, as a',result of the 
,opening which we have had, the LQrd has surely been 
working. ' ' 

No one can' come to this island and be here very long 
wi,thout 'hearing about the 'ILWU. Thi~ is ... the lahor or
ganization which tied: up the laboring forces of -both the 

, pineapple and sugar 'interests.' Moreover, the leade,rship 
of this organization' is definitely co'mmdnist. Seven of 
its leaders, including J~ck Hall, were convjcted in 1951 
under the Smith Act . .' They are still free and operating 
at top s'peed. pending ~ppeals. The political influence of 
this communist labor element i-sso great that they have 
been instrumental in dissolving the territorial commis
sion on subversive activity. A report that IMUA has 
made on "communists, in Hawaii" tells this story con-

cerning one of their labor J:eader-s: "'Henry Epstein. 
identified -Communist and leader of the' 'Communist-dom
inated union which poses this 'grave security risk' has, 
on-the other halid, apparently 'had..free.and uninterrupted 
access to the corridors and legislative hillis of Iolani Pal- , 

'!;Lce. In fact, one of our qaily new§paJiers recently re
ported that a member of the Hou:;e 'had been seen to' 
leave the House fl.oor, confer with 'Communist- Epstein 
in the corridor, and then put a few.words into the ear of 
Speaker Kauhane." , ' 

I'MUA: operates a radio .prOgram whic'h exposes com
munism, and I was requested and did, make th·ree trans-

, ' scriptions '-to be played on their -time. , ., 
Also, CI,aude H. Curtis, who operates a station program 

locally, .whiC'h also is carried on the Voice of the Andes, 
QU~:t9, Ecuador, asked me to' make a 'tape fbr ,h,ia broad
cast whiC'h I did. -Resnowed JIle reports which had come 
,to hi~ from New Zealand, both the North 'and, South 
Islands, from Bible believing people. We rejoice in his 
faithfJ,Il Gos'Pel.mi~istry. -
, When our p.lane wa-s delayed Ibecause of engine trouble 
and' the Lord decided that w.e should stay another 24 
hours in this paradise of hi,biscus and orchids which are 
seen in profusion, we ,knew that it was for some purpose. 

Last night, seve~al of the brethren 'said that'they be-
. ,lieved that' the time had come that a 'Consultative Com

mittee should be ~stablished, which could in an organizeci 
way press the issues, and also deal with the cOI}1munist 
question which is so acute, in these Islands. Actually, if 
Hawaii became a state, the 49th state, as P.resident Eisen
hower is recommending, it could becom~ the first com
munist ,state. With the labor forces spending $250,000 a 
year in, propaganda, and with their p,ower in the legis
,lature. they could elect two communist 'senators to the 
United 'States ISenate. ' Some of the fine people nerc who 
were formerly for statehood are now against- it for this 

"reason.' The communist is'sue here is paramount an'd 
exceedingly important. , 

This morning: we met together ,with the men who w~re 
availalble and formally establi:shed' the new council. As 
president of ihe I.e.c.c., I 'presided- temporarily 'and read 
Rpmans 1 :.1-7., and all present got on their knees and 
prayed to 'God"for'the new undertaking and also for the 
mission to Australia. I then read from the constitution 
of the I.C.IC.'C: the Preamble and, Doctrinal Statement 
and asked the brethren present if they subscribed ,to it. 
Four men constitute the cha-rter members of' the Coun
cil.They are B. 'D. Boone, ,Eqward' Todd, 'Claude H. 
Curtio8, and Robert, H. Hambrook. Mr. Boone was maae 
president, Todd the vice-president, ICurtis, secretary, and 
Hambrook, treasu,rer. ,They adopted the Preamble and 
D'octrinal ,Statement of the I.C.C.C. and applied to be 
received 'as an affiliated, organization: They decided to 
open helald.qual"lters I/lIt 105'3',slixth Av.e., 'apply for ta charter, 
and take immediate steps to secure as _ members other 
breth,ren- in the Islands. ....-

'I am going to have to stop; t!hey are calling us to go 
to the plane. 'This is enough to giv,e you ,some idea as 
to what God has been doing .. 

Now, we turn toward Australia. The papers say that 
Bishop Oxnam and, his wife will arrive 'here tom,orrow 
and proceed to Australia the next day. We had heard 
ea,rlier that he was not schedu'led to arrive in Australia 
until 'February lo8t. So,. he apparently is coming earlier 
for som~ reas'on! 'Good-bye. Goodnight! We now have. 

o 
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to driYe 20 miles to the· airport. I know you appreciate 
Mrs. John80n's ... typing this. She helped· us, too, in Phila
delp'!lia, at the 'Third Plenary 'Congress of the I.C.C.C. 

. in Hi,m, 

"5 

I 

tacts. Dr. Kinney visited two mem'bers of "his church 
whom he married, Mr. and, Mrs. Otto Bileik. He is sta
tioned at Wheeler Field. 

The Rev. David Petberidge, pastor of the First B,ap
tist ChU!'ch at Waikiki, knew us when 'he lived in,Haddon-(Signed) CARL McINTIRE 

* * 
Letter No; 4 

Cantas-.Airways, 
Saturday, January 28, 1956, 
6.00 a.in .. 

, field. He is !'elated, to Mrs. A. L. ·Stephenson· of the 
Collingswood Bible Presbyterian Church. He invited 
Dr. ~lade to 'speak to. his prayer ·meeting Wednesday 
evening and' IDr. Slade reported they had a splendid 
group of young people who were interested, in hearing of 
the Twentieth Century Reformation. . 

Dear F,riends in Christ, 
We are flying between Canton and. Fiji and are due 

there al 8.45 a.m. The plane is late, we encountered 
, strong head winds· during the 1,910-miles from Honolulu 

to Canton. The plane came into ,Canton Island, just. 00-
. low the "equatQr, at 4 a.m. The isle is a small coral reef, 

an ·ato)). just Dig enough for the landing strip. The tem
perature was 78 degrees" and we Were served 'p~neapple 
juice •. PAA was the first to 'start a commercial fli·ght 
over ·th·e 'South Pacific, land.ing in Canton in 1940. Now" 

It ta'kes time for facts and issues to get to the people. 
We 'have seen evidence of real advance in Hawaii and 
God had a reason for our 24-hour delay with a troubled 
engine. 

!I shall maH this from Fiji and my next repo.rt will be 
from Australia: "All the way'our Saviour leads us!" 

In H~m, 
(ISigned) CARL McINTIRE 

* *. * * 
we use these facilities of 'speed to champion the 'Gospel. An Airmail'Letter F,rom Dr. Slade ... 

Daylight is hrea'king. A full moon is on our right and Sydney, January 30, 1956 
the "eyel.jdos" of the ·morning are opening on our ·left. The "Dear Bro. Tarr: 
sky is ablaze. We are constantly rell).inded of God's I asked Dr. McIntire to 08end, his releases through the 
power and grace. 'He is infinite in all his attributes - Collingswood office, on to you. He writes almost inces
"wisdom, power, holines's, jUJStice, goodriess, and truth." . santly and 'gives a very full story including many details. 
. 'The tourist section of this' Super Constellation is in I hope you .maY be alble ,to ·glean something from the let
the" fron~ of the plane just ahead of the engines. Dr. ters. they forward on to you. 
Slade is by the window on my right and 'Dr. Kinney is 
on the left one row ahead. We are :tIl' antici.pati.ng the Besides a number of meetinga held in Honolulu, the 
arrival in 'Sydney. Olyde' Kennedy' sent some clippinglS most important result of our visit was the formation of 
to Honolulu and, I sent·them on East. One was an Asso- the ,Consultative Council of the I.C.C.C .. The officers 
ciated Press report from 'New York saying we were com- _. appointed appear to be men of high q)lality and are 
ing. The Lord' of Glory is the ,One we trust lind,' askto~ fael,ggt.ressiye. Th~ lmpact of their activities will soon ',be 
guide' us., We ·have had· ·precious fellowship together. 

I have just Ibeen reading Daniel, Chapter 3. Shad-rach, I greatly erijoyed,s·peaking·at one of the ISouthern Bap-
Meschach, and Abednego told the king, "0. Nebuchadnez- Ust churches while on the island. 
zar, weare not ca·reful to answer thee in this matter. If "The trip down to Australia by ... ,plane, while long, was'" 
it be so, our God: whom we serve is ahle to .deliver us pleasant. We arrived a ibit tired" but after a good night's' 
·from the burning fiery' furnace, and he. will deliver us rest we!'e ready for preaching on.lSunday. 1 preached at 
out of thine 'hand, -0 -king. But if not, ibe it known unto two different Baptist churches and felt we had: a good 
thee, 0 kin'g. that we wiH not 'serve thy gods, nor worship reception. The ehurches were fairly large ~nd both welI 
the golden ima,ge which thou hast set up." God delivered filled. " " _ . . 
by power. and the king testified, "Blessed be the GocJ of' Three years ago the Baptists of Australia voted against 
Shad:rach, Meshac'h, and Abednego, who hath sent his "joining the W.C.C. Of course the leaders are constantly 
angel, and delivered his servants that trust~d in him, working on the pastors whom I helieve are, in the main, 
and Ihave changed the king's word, and yielded their strongly evangeli<:&l. . . 

. bodies; that. they ,mi'ght not serve nor worshi-p an'y god, . , !Dr. Payne, the GenerallSeeretary of the Bible Union 
except their own God." Our God Changes the word of of Great Britain and Ireland is here for 'the "Festival of 
Jdngs. i~'e word of the Lord endureth for ever." Faith", and is meeting the ministers this week. As yet 

We were so rushed last" night in getting to the airport we have received no official invitation .to meet ·them, but 
that I did not give. some details of the "Hawaii Council I understand some are demanding that we do and that we 
of the I.C.C.c." Brother Ed Todd, the vice-president, has give an address. In view of t'he Baptist .situation, our 
been an "I.C.C.C. man" from 1949. He was in the visit here is moat timely. As 'God helps us we shall do 
Philippines, a missionary. He read in 'THEGoSPEL WIT- OUI" lbest to persuade them to remain out of the W.C.C. 
NESS AND 'PROTESTANT ADVQ.CATE that Dr. T. T. Shields The big meeting for 'Sydney is to Ibe held tomorrow 
and· our party were coming to Bangkok on a journey night in the spacious Town HaIl. Dr. McIntire will he 
similar to the one we are on today. Todd sent an urgent the special speaker and we are hoping for a 'great crowd .. 
message to us to visit the PhiUppines and ,to ,come to 'see 
him in Cebu. We went. Now Ibecause of health condi- The temperature i08 around 75 degreeS and, excepting 
tiona in hIs famil~ he is working in Hawaii among the showers at intervals, it is very pleasant. We are not\too 
Filipines who come there for ·the su;gar plantations. Todd tired, and enjoying everything. " 

.1 has followed .. the ,movement step by ·step and he flew 'The ,buildings, accent of· t'lie 'people, the names given 
over from the Island of Maui for our visit. to places and streets, remilid·· one constantly of England. 

We met a number of people we "know ~rom other con~ IConvey my gree"tipgs to all the·staff. 

" 
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Will.wl"ite further when things really 'get going. 

Plans to visit New Zealand are at time of writing 
indefinite. 

Wishing you every blessin'g. 
Yours in Him, 

H. C. SLADE 

* * * * 

. Reports from other cities indicate that the issue has 
all come ·into the open in press discussion. 
. W.C.C. general secretary las"t ni,g'ht attempted to justify 
the presence of communist-controlled churches in w.e.c. 
This -was dont page copy today.' 

We are making many friends and the Lord's 'people/" 
here want more informatio~. We have learned of a prayer 
gl'OU,P WhiCh has been meeting regularly praying that 

WE'STERN UNION PRoESIS from !Sydney, Australia. Australia may be ar~used. Prayer groups are now being 
Sent Febru~ry 1 ~nd .rec~ived Febru~ry 1.' 1956. organized for our meeting. . .' 

The Lord ,has '&:Iven g,~.eat vIctQr~ meetmg In Sydney Thill is by f~r the grea"test, develoPment we have seen 
Town Hall last nIght, WI!h approxlmately.l,200 people .. ~ in the history of the,I.C.C.C. God alone ,knows the re
Was o'YIle,d, of our Lord In wonde.rfu] test~m~ny to the suits. Keep prayin'g. 
Word of God. People came from many sectIons and, long, . . ' 

. distances. The 'genqine Protestant spirit was ma,nifested. All OUI" party ar,e here and· well. , 
Tow, Ormeo, Kinney; Slade, Kennedy ,gave testimonies 

and, I ihroug.ht. main message ex~ing:' apostasy and 
Hromadka. , 

A second meeting has been rannounced for Town Hall, 
February 13. .. . 

,A number of communists were present and interrupted 
our meeting with ejaculations. Severa] thousand! pieces 
of literature' were distributed, including '~'What's the 
Difference?" . ~ 

'Evangelica]s here al"e praising God. No meeting of 
this kind has been ·seen in ISydney and there is developing 
a rea] movemerit for the Twentieth Century Refor·mation. 

The opposition of the World: Council of Churches has 
been exceedingly strong, particularly upon the press, but 
God has overruled with 'splendid radio coverage. 

!Friday we go to Perth on th.e western coast. Then to 
Adelaide, Mel'bourne, and, Tasmania. 

Ask the people to continue in prayer. These victories 
are given by God' alone as we wait upon Him. and press 
the battle for His holy Word. . 

The opposition has been using the ugument that, since 
President Eisenhower went "to Evanston and Dulles help
ed' found the ICommission of the Churches on Inter
national Affairs, there is no basilS for' our charges con
cerning ·Hromadka. We. are amazed at ~he way in Which 
our state officials are ibeing used to cover up so super
ficially in the mi'nds of the ·people here. 

We expect to be home on schedule. 
Burgomaster 'Warnaar arrived, today. He was delayed 

in Co]ombo, but had opportunity to speak to a meeting 
of Ceylonese' church leaders there .. We .can say, "My 
Father l"uns the airplanes". 

CARL McINTIRE 

}D" 
THE CONSECRATED DIAMONDS 

·God promises to bless those Who, ].j'ke the wise men, 
"open theiz:treasures" and give of their means jor doing· 
good to their fellow-creatures, and for the glory of His 
name. 

The Princess Eugenia of 'Sweden, a devoted, Christian 
hidy, and very liberal, had used u'p all the money she 
could control, in doing good in various wa!s. 

Still, -in visiting among the. poor, she found a number 
of sick persons who never could be cured, but who could 
be ,made comfoita'bl'e, if they only had a hospital home. 

. She wished to establish a hospital for incurables. But 
her inoney was all gone. It had been used up in doiil'g 
good in other ways. She said, to herself, "What shall I 
do to get moriey for this home?" There seemed to. be no 
way of 'getting, this money. At last she· thoug.ht of a 
casket of very valua'b]e diamonds that belonged to her. 
S'he said to .herself, "May I not sel~ my diamond~'?" She 
asked her brother, the king, about it. He consented. T~e 
diamonds were sold. The hospital was ibuilt. It' was 
kept fun of patients; With them this noble princess spe:r:tt 
much of her time, talking and! prayin'g with them, and. 
trying to lead them to Jesus. Among these was an old 
woman who was very ignorant, and had, been very wick-. 
ed. Th'e princess ha:d ·prayedi and 'la,bored much ove!" this 

CARL McINTIRE woman, and was very anxious to se,e her a Christian. 
* * * * But nothing seemed to make any chan'ge in her. . 

CAB'LE-P.RE'SS from Sydney Australia. On one occasion the ,princess had to be absent for some 
'Received February 2, 1956. weekS. She was going among the patients saying good-

We praise God for the way He is' working. 'Never have bye. The matron pGinted to thi's old woman, and said, . 
we seen such developments. All Australia is talking about "You'll find 'her g,reat1y changed." 
Hromadb. He arrived today and at airfield made re- As the princess came up to the bedside of this old 
inarks that did not he);p the World, Council of Ohurches. woman now near her end, she was greeted! with these 
He Is spea'king tonight at the Festival of Faith. Police. sweet ~Ol'ds: "I thank God that 'the -blood of Jesus 
are 'guarding the b~ilding.. . .. Christ· His 'Son cleanseth from' all ,sin,' and that He has 

One n~wspaper, . . The M~rror,· m edltonal y~ster~ay cleansed me from mine." As she uttered these "'worda, . 
presented our ,poSItIon. After lengthy conversatIon WIth tears of 'grateful ·gladness flowed doWn her aged cheeks. 
editor of another paper when we 'showed: him documenta-'. . . 
tion, he is now printing story presenting· our side. The And the prm~~ss herself shed. tears of JOY when speak
communist paper, The Tribune, carried stories praising. ing of it to a frIend, a~ ~e saId: "I~ ~e teus of ~at 

. W.C.c. and three-eolumn'headline denouncing I.C.C.C. saved! sou'l, I saw _my dIamond'S a'gam" Ye!" and how 
T,he consul ,gen'eral for Au'Stralia of the Korean gove!"n- 'beautiful they must have ap~ared, as she thus saw 

ment contacted us and has rendered' valuable assistance. them I ' 
Our 'party was his guest at d,inner today. ---4DIr. R: Newton, in The Light of the World 
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Bible School Lesson ·Outline -
V'OI .. 20 First Quarter Less'On 8 February 19, 1956 

OLIVl!; L. CLARK, ~b.D. (T'Or:), 

THE SELF-'REVELATION OF JESUS 
Lesson Text: Luke 9:28..:42. 
G'Olden Text: "And fuere came a voice .o~t of :the· cloud •. say- .. 

ing, TIlds is my 'beloved·Son: Ihear ,him.""':'Luke 9:36. . 
I. The Son of G'Od.on the Mount of Visioo:'wrses 28-36. 

'Parai1ije'1 PassB!ges': Matt. 17 :1-8; Mark 9 :2-8. . 

(John 17.:15). lMi>reo~er, Peter would ibuild: .three .tabernaCles, 
pl'acing the three persons on one level, IWhereas the Lalnib ds 
al1'1 Ithe glory of Immanuel"s'land (Rev. 5:11-14): We must 
see-"J'esus OOlily". - ~ '. . 

The cli>ud whiClh overshadowed -the holy mount, ·envelopin.g 
the 'gro,u'P, portrayed .the fax:t that ,Christ' woulCl 'COme in the. 
Wlory otf ·the Father '(verse 26; iMatt. 24:30). The 'Pillar of 
cloud, the Shekinaih 'gli>ry, s'ymibo'lizes 'the presem:e' oif' God 
(lExod. 13:21, 22; Num. 9:16; 1 Kings 8:10, 11; Acts 1:9). 
God' signi!oie<i' His aJpproval df IHis Son as a:t the 'baptism; 
"This is my beloved 'S'on: hear h'im" (Luke 3.:22; John 12:28);· 
So shalll the Son receiye hon'Our and'iglory 'from Hi-s Father 
on the 'great day. of His appearing. - . . 

II. The Son 'Of Man in tlhe Valley Of Service,:.verses 37-42. 
, PB!raHel Passages: Matt. 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29. . _ 

The T·ransifi'guration of.Chdst·tool~ p'la~e eight 'days after 
He had been .teac'hiIl!g His faHowers ·the obli-gations of dis
cip'leshi!p ('Ver5'es . ·18-27) . Those wlho refuse to confess and 

·.-to honour. Him before men, will be lightly esteemed, but· 
. :t:hos'e Who acknowledige Him before 'men!Wi'l[ be ackno:wQed'ged' 

before the Father and share ~e ,glory elf the 'S'On (1 Sam. 
2::30; Matt. 10:32; Luke 12:8). To some of the d'iscilples He 
gave tire 'specific 'Promise tha!t they shOUld see th..e kingdom 

Note the sltroIl!g 'contrast Ibetween these two episodes in 
the 'li-fe df our ISaviour. In q-ne He aJppears as' the Soo of 
God in the midst' of 'Night, ,honour, hope and majesty, ~hereas 

. in the second He ilS manifes'ted. as ·the Son' of ,ma.n in a scene 
wihiCh' is characterized by darlm-ess, Sh'ame, disease and 
despa'ir. 'In 'the firsit we h!)ar the voice of 'GoD., in 'tHe second 
we ·see 'the actions of :Satan'. ' -. . 

- oI.f God come'wljjh power (,Luke ;2:26).' They !Were to have a 
foregleam -otf ;the power and ·glory of the 'S'on <()'f man, whp 
wi>uI"d 'be :{ully reveale<! ··at HJs Secona Advent (2 Pet.' 
~:16-18). Peter, James and John, '·the three members of the 
int~mate circle, were· selected ito be .the 'eye-witness'es Oif His 
maj-esty (Mark 1'4:3'3; Luke 8:51). .. 

The foHoWers df Chr'ist must ·be -prEtl>ared 'for· momentS 
of exaltation with Him on ·tJhe moull!tain, and for 'hOUl'S of 
lowoly service ,in the vaHey wlhere lIlleed albounds. The strength 
obtained in 'Communion wi~ the 'Master 's'hi>uld be-joyfully 
expend'ed 'in mini9terill!g ·'to othez:s, 'Or rt wi'll .dim'inis'h (Luke 
9:24). " . 

Chrili,t gave tlhis reve'l.altion of H·imSe'l!f ~!t· the !hour of 
prayer, ,tJhe ti'meof fell~ws:hip w,rth. 'God.· HeanCl·. His c'hosen : 
disciples had wLthd'rawn from bhe multitude. '1'0 'th'Ose who 
wiH tum aside from the 'Ple.asures 'Of 'the world and'. wait 
upon 'Him iIi loving faith He willl d~sclose His secreltlS ('1lSam. 
3:10; p.sa. 85:8; 'RaID. !2:1-3; JOhn 14:21). 

ChI'ist had'. 'g~ven His ddslciples power over the evi'l spirits 
and over d1sease, but they prov~ .powerless to heal ·lIhe. 'sick 

. boy. becaus'e they were f.aitMess, pervel"Se amd. !praY!ilr'less 
(IMark 9:29). Not yet were Ithey wiH'i1l!g to trust -the si'llIIple 
word 'Of otfueir Lord': their hearts were so easily turned away 
from Him. How few 'Christians real'ly live up . to .their 
pr.ivi'le'ges! . . . 

. There is a itrad~tion thalt the T'ransfi<gul'ation ltook place on 
Mi>unt Talbor, ibut Mi>unt 'Hermon in 'GailHe'e, ·near ·Caesarea 
Pohilippi, was more !proiba'bly the seem cif- this 'g1feat event. 

For a brie'fo space o\f time'Ohris't aiHOiWed ''His glo,ry, which 
had 'Peen veHed in human !fileslh, to Shine forth, anCl' this glory 

pivin'e 'grace 'made up for the deficiency caused. ,by ,hum-an 
fal'lure (IRom. 5:19-21; 2_ 'Cor. 12:9). Our Lord Himself 
he,aled 'tIhe s'tricken child', amij' ·alB. were amazed at the -mi'ghty 
power of God. - '. '. . 

Daily Bible Readings . 
the wond'eri.nlg disciiples behe>ld (John 1-:14). '. . • 

'T,wo v~itors' from he8JVen' appeared -iII! glory with the 
Saviour, teaiC'MJllg us .t}l·at,'red'eemed men, 1ft1emselves trans
formed. and ·glorilf·ied', Iw'i!l.'l 'slhare in tJhe wIory of ·the Lord. 
Moses Tepresenlf;s those ·who wiH hB!Ve enitered heaven 'throug.h 
the !portafts of dieath (,Deut. 34:5, 6)~ Elij-ah 'l'epresenbs. those 
Hvlnlg and remaining unto .llis com~n!g; tJhose who shan .not 
sleep, but .who s'hal'libe ChIJ.ll!ged (2 Kings 2:11; 1 Cor. 1'5:51; 

,FeIb. 13-Acknowledgirig Christ ........ : ................... Luke 9:18-27 
14--Shari'lllg His .Repl'oach ... .' ...................... :. John 16:18"27 

.1 Thess. 4:1"5). A'gain, 'Moses .was ·the herald of the o}aw, Ithe 
'01d :Covenant (John. 1:17), whereas· he' rwihi> C8}Dle ,in 1Jhe 
s'Piriit 'and: 'Power of EHja!h was the !h:el'a:ld 01 the New Coven
ant (1M~1. 4:5; IMaJ1:t •. 1'1:14; ,Luke 1:17). AIS5>, Mi>ses. and 
E'lija'h 'had' both 'been: Ipers'ecuted fo~' the'il' fai'tJh, and their 
31p'Pearance in ·glory emphasized' the pl:omis'e of the Saviour 
tJhat thi>se wlh:o shared' i'llI His suf-fering would share in His 
glory. - , " . 

The theme elf conveI'!lation when Chri's't ta~ked :w~th Moses 
and' Elijah was His "decease" or "ex<>dus" (Greek), His 
delparture. As the IChilld!ren ·oIf Israel !Were red'eemed out of 
EgyPt by .lIhe !power of God, saved' through' the blood, so 

. wou1d ,man 'be redeemed 'frdm gIn ·by 'the poWer of God, saved 
through the merits of !the death elf :.ohris't (Eph. 1:7;. Heib. 
9:.12-1'5). The 'atonling w'Or'k of Christ .W8,S ·the sUlbject. of 
enquiry on th(l part of the -Qtd Test31mellt 'Prophets woo spoke 
concernin'g His dea~ and the glory. that should follow, .and 
it was ,the o'bject of intense interest on 'tHe part of the angels 
(1 Pet. 1:'10-12)'. It i's mso the tJheme 'Of the· !praises -of the 
red'eemed here. and herealfter ('Rev. 15:3). 'Dhroughout the :... 
counltless 8iges ·otf eternity God"s 'grace to s·inl:f.u:l men will be 
heraJl<iled(lE·ph.2:4-7). - . .' 

The 'heavenly vision was' marre'd'-Iby s'i'gn's .'of human: frailty. '. 
l1he diSICi'Ples 'W'ere· ait first. 'asleep, indi'flieI'ell!t Ito ·the great 
sipiritual re8lHties which the 'Lord' would 'l'!ilveai1 .to !them. 'Dhe' 
S31me 's'pirit of c8ll'~less . indilfiference and fatall apathy ,has 
fallen upon Iffiany m -our ~ay ('Moa!tt. 26:40, .41; E'P'h. 5:14: 
2 Tim. 3:2, 5; Rev. 2:4;, '3:1'5-19). Then! alIso, Peter and 
the others misundef$too<t tJhe .pUl'ip'Orit of 'tine vision on the 

. mount. He knew not what he S{lid' when ,he e~pre'SlSed the 
wish to remain i>n the sacredl mountain 'and' 'to detain' .the 
heaven~y Vois'i:tors: He w~s carn·allJ.y mi'1:J,ded 'and thought only 
of his own enj'Oymen.t; W'e are Ito be 'Separated from the' 
world, 'but. we ~re not to .isdlate ou~elves fr'Om. its '!).eed:s 
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l'5-JS!harin'g IHis Glory ................................... :. 1 Pet. 5:1-l(j 
16-Revel-ation ()f Glory to 'Mol!es, ............ Exod. 33:12-23 
17.:-.Revelamion·'of Gl'Ory to Isaialh ........................ Isaiah 6 
18-Revelaltion c:Jf Glory to Jo,!ln .................... Rev. 1:1-18 
19-Eye-W~tnesses otf His Majesty ............... ~ .... 2. Pet. 1 

Suggested -Hymns 
Show ,me Thy face. 
Come ye yourse!lves aJpart: 
With halDps and w'i'th vialls •. 
Hushed was th'e evening hYl1lln. 
Wlhcn my iife~woI'k is end'ed.. 
My Jesus, I :love Thee. 
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