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TO SINNERS

- By C. H, SPURGEON

E SHALL always, I trust, as a church, cultivate an
anxious desire for the conversion of all who come
within our gates, yea, and of all who dwell around us.
"Never, I hope, will you wish the pastor to preach so that
you shall be fed, careless as to whether sinners are saved
or not; nor will you make yourselves into a snug corpora-
tion for purposes of profit and mutual admiration. We
long to see the wedding furnished with guests, and our
Redeemer seeing of the travail of his soul. The public
mlmsbry must mot be confined to a part of {he truth,
for it should reflect the ‘whole counsel of God as far as
mortal-mind can do so. It is my delight to preach the

doctrine of election, and all the other grand teachings’

which declare Jehovah’s special love to his chosen; but
at the same time I have felt it to be my duty to preach
the gospel to every .creature. We know no other limit
to our invitation than this, “Whosoever will, let-him take
the water of life freely.” “Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come
¥e, buy, and eat; come, buy wine and milk without money
and without price.” -

I have been amused lately with a story told me by a
dear fellow-labourer in the gospel. One of his church-
members came to him, and said that she was going to
unite herself with another church, a church higher in
doctrine, and less given to evangelistic efforts. She said,
“When you. preach the, doctrines of grace I am very
happy; but when I hear you 1nv1ting sinners to Christ,
my heart goes down_ into my shoes.” “That is a very
sad thing,” said the minister, “but I cannot alter my
preaching on that account, for I think you are wrong.”

_.When our brother met his people at the prayer-meeting
in the evening, he told them what had occurred, and said,
“I cannot help preaching to sinners as I do; and even
if more of you go, it will be the same. I shall preach to
sinners as long as therg are any sinners left.” Our
friend then went on to say that the mode of preaching
among certain friends reminded him of his school-boy
days. A boy had a nice, rosy-cheeked apple, which he
tossed up in the air before our friend’s "eyes, and then
he shouted to him, “Do you see this apple?”’ “Yes.”

“Well, now, take a good look at it,” replied the boy, “for.

. that is your share of it;” and he put it back into his

pocket. Another playmate pretended -to be more gener-
ous, and said, “Oh, give the poor fellow a smelll” Even
his liberality went no further. .Have you never heard
preaching of that sort? “Here is a precious salvation!
I hope -you sinners see how precious it is, for that is
your share of it.” The minister puts the heavenly fruit
back again into his pocket, and the sermon is over: and
this is called fréeagrace' The most liberal of those who
dare not invite the sinner; try to give him a smell of
the gospel by telling him of the peace and joy which it
brings. Now, when I am preaching to sinners, I feel
inclined always to Jbeg everyone of them to put the golden
apple in his pocket, for this choice fruit of thi¢ tree of
life may belong to millions, and yet the whole of it will
remain for millions more. 'There is not a sinner in the
world who is to be told ‘that he -may not come to Jesus
and Teceive the whole of the blessings of the gospel.
What a blessing to have-a free salvation to preach as well
as a full salvation! At least, I feel it to be so. Every-
one must speak according to his light; but while I see
clearly the doctrines of distinguishing grace, I see’ also
the umversallty of the gospel command.

Many years ago I had a good old frlend who, hke'
myself, had a very sweet tooth for Calwmstlc doctrine; .
and I cannot do with any other doctring any more than
he could. He sald {o me one day, “I love to hear you
preach the, doctrmes of grace, but I feel very uncomfort-
able when you are giving free-invitations to sinners; I
feel as if I could not sit in the place.” I said to h-i-m,
“Well, shall I give up inviting sinners in order to please
you?’ “No,” he replied, “by no manner of means; for
about a month or two ago my son-in-law, about whom I
was very anxious, went to hear your sermon, and you
were very persuasive with -sinners, and set Christ before
them most freely.” I did not enjoy it at all; but when I
got home I found my son-in-law in tears, and that ser-
mon, by the blessing of the eternal Spirit, brought him-
to the ‘Saviour. Therefore I think you had better go on.
in your own style, and-don’t. alter your preaching to
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please a poor old man like me.” I answered, “That is just
" how I feel; I would gladly agree with you in everything,
but I dare not try to appear consistent by leaving out
one side of the truth.” He .said to me afterwards, “If
I do not quite agree with your invitations to sinners, it
is clear that God blesses them; and therefore I must look

into the mattet, and see whether I am right or not. You"

have declared the doctrines of grace, yet you have freely
given the mVIftatmns of the gospel: and I hope, my dear
gir, you will ong continue to preach what you feel you
have learned in your own soul.” I have followed his
advice, and I hope to. do the same as long as_the Lord
spares-me. We shall proclaim the doctrine of ‘God’s sov-
ereignty without toning it down, and electing love with-

out any stuttering over it; but we shall have the other

also.

Those who differ from us.in one dlrectmn oug-ht also
to -remember that there are others who differ from us
on the other side. A sister has written to me saying that
even if I do bélieve in election she would not have me
preach it, but keep it in my own mind, and get comfort
from it for myself. I do not know who the friend is, for
. she forgot to put her name to her letter; but I would like
her to know that I cannot accept her -idea for a moment.
I feel sure she does not expect me to do as she says, for
. if I did I should act like a Jesuit: I should say one thing

and believe another, and that be far from me.

that no earthly power could bring me to do that; no, not
even an anonymous letter from a good lady. Everything
- that I believe to be in God’s word I shall preach, whether
Jny hearers accept it or not. It is to me a great com-
fort that such numbers do receive my teaching; and I
never feel surprised when I meet with those who do not.
I do not éxpect everybody to eat everything that I put on
the table. I may flavour a dish- with too much salt or
too much pepper at times, but your own prayerful judg-
ments will guide your tastes. We must preach all the
truth; and this one thing is certain, we shall never give
up loving the souls of men, or cease from trying to bring
in the lost from the highways and hedges. We shall
throughout life echio that blessed call of our Lord Jesus—

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, .

and I will give you rest.”” Labourers and -'burden-lbearers
shall hear.con‘tin'ua'lly that gracious word; and if they
do not come to Jesus, their blood shall be upon their .own

heads, for the invitation is as free as the blessing is.full. .

The gospel trumpet rings out clearly over hill and dale.
“The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, iCome. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosover will, let him take thé water of life freely.”

We cannot make men come; that is the work-of the Holy
Spmt but we can. persuade them by the love of Jesus

and by the terrors of the Lord. We can preach Christ to-

sinners if we cannot preach sinners 'to Christ; and we
know that the Lord’s word shall not return sunto him
void.

|

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

The pastor spoke at both services on the past Lord’s
Day. ‘In the m_ornmg his subject was ‘“Deliverance
Through Prayer”. Three responded to the mvltatlon—
two for salvation and one for baptism. .

In the evening Dr. Slade preached on ‘“The Most Sue-
cessful Sunday Evening Church Programme.” Once more
the Lord Jesus Christ was exaltéd and the gospel clearly
set forth.
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1.C.C.C. DELEGATION TO AUSTRALIA

A!S OUR readers view these words, the delegation of
. evangelical leadérs sponsored by the International

‘Council of Christian Churches will probably have arrived

in Australia. Led by Dr.-Carl Melntire, the I.C.C.C.
president, the party also includes Dr. K. R. Kinney,
Burgomaster A. Warnaar, Pastor A. Ormeo, Rev. Tim-
othy Tow and Dr. H. C. Slade. Dr, Slade, who is pastor
of Jarvis '‘Street Baptist Church and the chairman of -
the- Board of Directors .of THE GOSPEL WITNESS will be
relaying cable accounts of some of the meetings so that
our readers will have first-hand reports of developments.
- The purpose of this journey is to acquaint the Chris- ~
tians of Australia with the issues of modernism and -
communism. As these evangelical leaders hold their
meetings in the southern continent, the ecumenical lead-
ers, including pro-Communist Joseph: Hromadkd of
Czechoslovakia and modernist Bishop Bromley Oxnam of
U.S.A., will be speaking in Australia’s large centres in
an endeavour to arouse ‘enthusiasm there for the in-
clusivist ecumenical program. At the invitation of the
Bible Union of Australia, the 1.C.C)C. party has jour-

. neyed there to bear witness to the historic’ Christian

faith.

Press Time-Note—The Christian Beacon, the weekly
paper edited by Dr, Carl MclIntire, today wired a message
to THE GOSPEL WITNESS, telling of the arrival of the:
I.C/IC.C. delegation 1in Honolulu. At Los Angeles the

. group was interviewed by three of the local papers. From

Australia they have received word that wide open doors
await them. Watch THE GOSPEL WITNESS for further

reports.
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The Jarvis Street Pulpit

Pleading the Promises
oL A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields ]

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church,Toronto, Sunday Mornmg, April 30th, 1933
(Stenographically Reported)

“Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest.

be justified.”—Isaiah 43:26.

. “I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold ﬂhen‘ -
peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence,
“And give him no west, till he -establish, and till he make Jerusalem a 'pra.lse in

the earth.”—Isaiah 62:6, 7.

IN THESE verses prayer is reduced to very simple
terms. It consists of putting God in remembrance,
of reminding Him of that which He has purposed and
promised to His people. Nor do these verses monopolize

" the principle. You will recall that God said to Noah, -

“I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be-for a
token of a covenant between me and the earth . . . and
the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it,
that I may remember the everlastmg covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon
. the earth.” To-Moses the Lord said that if the people -
+ should transgress and again should repent of their trans-
gression, and confess their sin: “I will remember my cov-
enant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and
also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I
will remember the land.” When Nehemiah in the court
of Artaxerxes prayed, he began his prayer by saying,
“Remember, I beséech theep the word that thou com-
mandedst thy servant Moses”. When Hezekiah prayed
for healing he began his petition with-a request that
God would remember him. So that is’ what it is .to
pray: to remind God, to be His remembrancers. And
that involves, among many things, at least three: the
one who prays must have some knowledge of that which
. God has promised, otherwise he cannot remind Him of,

- His promise. And secondly, ke must be in agreement 'with.

what God has promised, otherwise he will not desire to
remind Him of that which He has said He will do. And
then last-of all, he must have some confzdence i Him to
Whom his petition is addressed, and must expect the
exercise of His faithfulness, otherwise it will be useless
to remind-Him of His promise.

That is the simple outline of our study this morning.

L

We begin, then: THOSE WHO WOULD BE THE LORD’S
REMEMBRANCERS MUST HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE OF HIS
WORD, and of His will for them as therein revealed. It
is not the part of those who pray to give, instruction to
the Lord. There are people who seem to think the Lord
is’ in need of information. But our Lord assures us that
our heavenly: Father knows what things we hsve need of.
. “Who hath-known the mind- of the Lord? or who hath

been his counsellor?” It is not for.us to tell God what.

He should do; we are only to remind Him of what He
has promised to do. That does not mean that we may

not pour out our complaints before - Him, and tell the:

.exactly how the thing is to be done.

'prmclple by the application .of the same power.

tale of our sorrows into His ear, even as a child pours
out her heart to,father or mother; but it does mean-that
the Lord is not in need of information respecting our
state; nor does He require instruction as to the best
way in which our case may be relieved. So often have
we heard people, praying for the unconverted, specify
The fact is, of
course, no two.people are converted in precisely the same
way, though they are saved by the operation of the same
But it -
is not for us to dictate to God, and tell Him what He
shall do. The very hairs of our head are - numbered, and
, this principle presupposes that God has a plan for every
" one of us, that the sovereign purpose of His grace runs
through every redeemed life, and that the plan and. the
purpose are dlsclosed to the v1ew ‘of faith in this word of
" revelation.

It is possible for us to know somethmg of what God
desires to do for us, what He has planned to accomplish
in our lives. And if we are really to pray.effectively,
we must be diligent students of His Word. We must
learn therefrom what God wants to do in the life of
every believer, so that we may put Him in remembrance
of the thmgs which He has promised to those who trust
in Him.

‘There are those in our day who tell us that in the
light of the discoveries of modern science the.prinéiples .
and the practice of prayer are really absurd. They tell
us that "all things are“regulated by law; that nature’s
laws are fixed and invariaible;/ and that it is folly to
pray against the inexorable. They say it is useless to
pray against the laws of heredity, — If a man has in-
herited certain tendencies those tendencies will express
themselves in hig life. It is useless to pray against the

-law of gravitation, against the-laws oflight and of heat.

Quite impossible, of course, that Joshua should have

asked God to delay the going down of the sun, and that

_the sun should have stood still in its place' That would
"Have put the whole world, and the universe, out of joint,

and, therefore, it could not be. Therefore, that part of -
the Bible cannot possibly be true. And so our scientific
friends, as I have observed in some instances at least,
préach the doctrine of predestination as mercilessly and
mechanically as any hyper-Calvinist you éver met in your.
life. Things are fixed, they are cast in a certain mould,
and it is useless to pray: “or”, say they “if pray you
must, then let your prayers relate to that other realm of

/ .

~
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which we have no knowledge. You talk about a spir1tual~

realm. We don’t know anything about the laws of opera-

tion there, but certamly we know that in the realm of the -

) physxcal and’ of..the moral, natural law governs, and no
. prayer can possibly avail to change its operatlon

Now I believe, properly understood, the revelations of

scierice dre to the very opposite effect, All that the man

of science does is to discover how certain natural. forces
work. Heé does not undertake to set in operation new
laws, nor to suspend the operations of theold] all that
he does is to stud"y his book to find out how these prin-
ciples operate in the natural realm, and Low they may-be
. utilized for-human advantage. 'Science comes to us, and
says, “You may put out your candle now for I have dis-

covered other sources of light by which your houses afid

your streets may be illuminated.” "Science-does not say,
“I have made new power, T have made new sources”

All that she says is, “I have discovered existing sources,
and how these poweérs may be utilized.” Science comes

" to'us and tells us that the journey is too long for us to.
take-on foot, and the road is too wearisome. She: tells us,
that she has learned how to substitute lightning for’

horses, and how to harness great natural powers to hu-
man chariots that we may make our journey with greater,
speed and with ‘a larger measure of comfort. And so

“in this country, and when. communication” with the solici- ~*

*gshe comes to us in all walks of.life, telling us when we .

are approaching the point of phys1cal exhaustion, how
we may multiply our power a hundredfold, how the pro-
ductivity of the earth may be multiplied by forces resi-
dent within the- earth by. learning how the forces of
nature operate. -

" So we might multiply illustrations. She comes to us,
for instance, and ghe says, “There are very few wise men
in the world, not very many true artists, not very many
real musicians”. And so she has learned to conserve, to
preserve, the wisdom of the wise, and how to multiply
and apply the taste of the chosen few, and the skill of
those who know something about'the.realm of harmony.

And she says, “I will tell you how you may have the wis- -

dom of the sages on your shelves, and the taste of the
artist to decorate your walls, and the skill of the musician
to fill your houses with melody -She puts at the com-
mand of the multitude the abilities of the few. We-are
taught how we may make use of all these things. But if
we are thus to substitute electricity for elbow grease,
and various natural powers for our own ability, then we
must have some knowledge of these principles,  how they
operate, .and how they may be applied.to our profit.

That is Just what the Bible tells.us. Science, properly
understood, is not the antagornist of revealed religion, but
its. handmaiden, which stands at the door of_ the sanctu-
ary even to open it wider for our entrance.:- Revealed
religion on the other hand tells us that it, too, has dis-

.. covered a realm that is hidden from the natural view, It

tells us there are resources of power, of light, of pleasure,
of joy, about which the natural man knows nothing
and that if he studies this true.book of real science,
he will learn where these .reservoirs of power and
of blessing are, and how he may establish connection
therewith, that out of their fulness he may be enriched.

- Nowhere does the Bible tell us we are to substitute’

our plans for God’s. But as we come to an understand-
ing of this Book we shall find that God’s plans are better
than ours, — exceedmg abundantly above all that we can

ask or think is the measure of their transcendency And"

" for.

. heart; for the Lord is with thee.

advertisement of this type in a London paper.

80 wWe must study the Word to find out what God “has
planned for us.

Sometimes if you pick up the newspaper, perhaps, from
the '0ld Country, or.from the United |States, or-one of
our- gwn_papers you will see an ‘advertisement to this
effect that if So-and-So will communicate with such a
firm of solicitors he will hear some news ‘to his advan-
tage. .1 heard of somebody who knew someone not very
long ago who received a letter from a friend in the Old
Country. and‘ that friend in the Old Land had read an
The
lawyers did not know her address. But somebody -
reading that knew the address of the person concerned,
and cut out the advertisement and sent_it to that person

tors was established it was discovered that a’ wealthy

" man had recently died, and he had Dbequeathed a large

part of his personal property, a great deal of silver, etc.,
to this particular. person, ahd his ‘entire fortune to an- .
other person for use during their lifetime, and at that
person’s.death the fortune itself.was to go to the person
who now was bequeathed the silver. What did this per-
son do wlen she found out that she was included in
someone’s will, and that there was a'small forturie held
in trust for her? She prayed How did she pray? She
just wrote a letter saying, “My Canadian address is so
and so. I am here, and I understand that by the will of
Mr. So- and—So I am entitled to .receive certain things.”
She prayed in accordance with the last will and testa-
ment of her deceased relative. and received the bene-
faction to which she was entitled. o :

~ ‘Now thdt .is the principle of prayer. We are to learn
what is provided for us by the last will and testament of
Him Who is the Heir of all things, to Whom belongeth .
all the riches of this world, and of-all other worlds. And
by the study- of God’s Word, and a familiarization of
ourselves with His promises, we shall learn what to ask -
I recall in this connection a chapter of which I
am very fond, and to which I come.again and again, as
to a well of water, for refreshment.- You remember. what

‘David planned to do-for God. He said to Nathan, “I
dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark.of God dwelleth
-within curtains”.

In effeet, he said, “I should like 'to
build for God an house that,would be worthy of His
Name.” Nathan said to him, “Go, do,all that is in thine
‘That is a very good
plan.” And then the Lord spoke to Nathan, saying, “You

. have given Dav1d the wrong advice. I have never asked

David, or anyone else, to build an house for Me. Go . -
back to David, and give him My Wwords instead of yours.” -

And so Nathan returned to.David, and spake to him the-
word of the Lord. In effect he said, “Did-I ever ask
Moses or ‘Aaron, Joshua, or even my friend, Abraham,

. — did I ever agk anyone to build Me an house? Why do

you want to build Me an house? When I want a house
I will build it, in My time, and in My way.” And then
He drew aside the curtain, and he showed David the long.
line of His purpose— almost like one pointing down the
long road and lending him a telescope and saying, “What

. do you see at the end of it?”.-And as he looked through it,

David said,- “Ch, ‘but that is bigger than I have .ever
dreamed of.” And Nathan said, ‘“The Lord telleth thee!
that he will make thee an house. What God wants, David,
is not that you should do something for Him, but’that
you should consent to His doing something for you. And
He is going to build you an house. -‘The throne of thy
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kingdom shall be- established forever.” Then David
humbled himself in the dust, and he said, “Thou hast
spoken of thy servant’s house for a great time to comé.
. And is’ this the manner of man, O-Lord God? And he
.concluded his“prayer by saying, “For thou, O Lord of
hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant, saying,
I will build thee an house; therefore hath thy servant
found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee.” In
effect he said, “I never would have dreamed it, Lord, in
- the wildest stretch of my imagination. I should never
have conceived such a purpose as God has revealed to
me. * But the Lord has revealed it to me, That is His will
- for me. Now,” said he, “do as Thou hast said.”

_ Oh, how often have we all found, as I have so fre-
queritly reminded you, that the prayer and study of God’s
word are inseparable companions! You cannot include the

.one without including the other. And just as the scien-
tist studies nature that he may learn how these forces
operate, so that he may relate himself to them and make
use of them for his profit, so are we to study this.divine
revelation of forces which operate in the spiritual world,
so that we may know what to ask God for, and pray that
He may do as He has said. '

) 1. _

Well, the next thing is that we must not only know
what God has promised, but WE MUST BE IN AGREEMENT
WITH THAT WHICH HE HAS PLANNED FOR US. You would

~

" not remind a man ‘'of something you wanted him'to forget,

wo\uld- you? A man has said a certain thing, and I have
heard people say, “Well, I hope he won’t remember it,
and if he \does not, I am not going to remind him of it.”
But if he has promised something to your advantage,
_Something -which you want him to do, you will be quick
to remind him of it, will you not? ‘Then the question is,
Do we want God to do what He says? Are we in love
with the will of God for us? 'Can we say:

“I worship Thee, sweet will of God,
And all Thy ways adore; :
And every day I live, I long

. _ To love Thee more and more.”
If_ we are to be the Lord’s remembrancers, and to put
Him in remembrance of His promise, we shall not be_con-
tent with merely being resigned to His will, but we shall
be positively in love with His will, and desire that that
will be executed in us, I am aware that, in general, we
.hold that as a theory. I do not suppose there is any.
Christian man here who would be disposed, if he could,
to take his life out of the hands of God, and say, “I cam
plan ‘my ‘affairs better than God can”..'T don’t. believe
that for a minute. You believe. that the wisdom of God
is greater than yours, .and that He can plan things for
you better than vou can plan for yourself. Don’t you
think so? You know, I do not share the curiosity of some
" people, the passion that some people. have for tearing
aside the veil of the future. A lot of things have come

into my life that I am'glad I did not see’in advancs, I

.am content to see just as much as the Lord is
reveal to me. I do not want to see any more.

I am not interested in clairvoyanceé, and the -
profess to know all about the future: I knc?;o%favtvhig
God is pleased to reveal the future to me He will give
meé grace to face the revelation. But apart from that
one day at a time is often one day too much, — just ai

.

pleased to

little-at a time, if you please! That is all that we can,
endure. But we must somehow learn this principle, that
the will of God is best, not only in respect to the general
plan, but to all the details-of life as well. And therein
lies the difficulty of prayer. We believe that God has
planned for us salvation with eternal glory. Well and
. good, and we believe that -in: order to that eternal
glory there will have to be certain discipline in life
that will work out- for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory. And we are glad enough of the
result. But few of us are particularly in love with the
intermediate process. We are anxious that the diamond
should be polished, but we do not like the idea of the
lapidary’s wheel, the noise of it, or the feel of it either .
as it cuts. .

Now let me point out to you that it is folly to pray
to anyone who is not absolutely sovereign. Only as al
. things, present, future, here, everywhere, work out to-
gether for good can we know what ultimate good is.
Oné single exception to that universal “all” may neu-
tralize the result, so as to make-an experience of absolute
good impossible. And so the little things of life, dear
friends, are part of the “all things”, and we must learn
“to love the will of God in respect to these lesser matters,’
and to seek to know the will of God in the little details
of life, so that a step at a time we can take the will of
God, and pray that God’s will may be done even in the
kitchen, in the office, in the shop, everywhere.

Again I say the revelations of science, so far-from dis-
couraging the exercise of prayer, offer us much en-
couragement. - You have all seen Niagara. 'What a mag-
nificent spectacle it is! I never weary of seeing it, and
hearing it, And we can make a Niagara of the will of .
God, of the collective purpose of God, His sovereign power
sweeping through human history. And we say, “It is
'splendid, glorious.” But Niagara may be an irresistible
opponent. Science ‘has never yet produced an engineer
capable of stilling its flow or silencing its thunder. If
you oppose Niagara it will destroy you. Science does not
oppose it; science never tried to build a dam to stop it; .
but it bored a tunnel underneath the Falls, and put a
turbine in to catch its torrent, and turn its wheels, and
utilize its force. In olden times the population in the
country invariably followed the direction of the rivers.
You will find that the early settlements.in this country
clustered about the shores of the lake, and on the vari-
ous rivers: Why? Men léarned, even then; though they
did not call it science, it ‘was just a little bit of common
sense, but they learned to drop their wheels into the
stream of power flowing by, that they might grind their
grain and make flour,and make it possible for them to.
live.

Now listen: the lesson of seience is this — you can
never profit by the powers of nature by opposing them,
only by obeying them can you make use of them. And
so, the man of science, whether in the realm of electricity,
or chemistry, or physics, whatever it may be, stands
reverently as he looks at the operation of these laws. And
then he says, “I must relate myself to them, so that I
can make use of them.” And when he discovers that
there is a law in operation that will minister healing, how
he rejoices to discover it. - -

I heard of Banting working on the problem of diabetes,
and if I am correctly informed it was about three or four
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o'clock in the morning.that he feac‘he_d. his conclusion.
But when he saw the operation of law in the human body,
he said, “I know how to obey it now!” And out into the

night he went, and jumped on his bicycle and away he |

went to the abattoirs, in order to get the material for
his experimentations, not that he might make a new
law, but he had fallen in line with the operation of a
certain law, and he said, “I know how to operate it.”

That is prayer: And let me tell you this, no _huma_n
will, no combination of human wills in the. form.and
fashion of the world’s .greatest empire, has ever been
able successfully to oppose ‘God. Try it! The man, or
nation, is swept to destruction. But let me. tell you, a
little child can use God. Empires cannot oppose Him,
“but little children can make ‘use of Him, and He loves
to have His children make use of<Him. fHe loves to put
" at the disposal of faith all the resources of Deity. And
when you and I have fallen in love with the will of God,
we can believe it. -

‘ ?

1. -~

"An illustration occurs to me from the Old Testament. .

There were ten men who appeared before a great man
in Egypt. ‘They knew who they were, and he knew who
_they were, but they did not know who he was. Joseph
“knew his brethren, but they knew him not. And when he
began to ask them questions, they were like men that
were pulling the curtains-together, almost as though they
had agreed .among themselves, as though they had said,
“Now let it be understood among us there is one chapter
in our life’s history that is forever closed. All that we
dare say about that.absent brother is that ‘one is not'.
Do not let any one say any more.” They told about the
youngest brother at home; they told about the famine
that prevailed, but- as for the other, they merely said,

“Ome is not.” That secret no one must know. Then tLey

went away, and they came back again for more corn.
This time they had their youngest brother with them.
And you remember they went away again, and a cup
was found in Benjamin’s sack, and they were all brought
back to Joseph. Now they were under condemnation.

The governor said, “The man in whose sack my cup shall-

be found, shall abide as my servant for ever.” And then
it was that Judah began to pray the high priestly prayer,
parallel to the seventeenth chapter of John.. He told this
governor all about conditions at home, but he spoke dif-
ferently. He said, “Thou saidest unto thy. servants,
Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon
him. And we said unto my Lord, The lad cannot leave
his father: for if he should leave his father, his father
would die. And thou saidst unto.thy servants, “Except
your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see
my face no more.” And then he told them about the
one who went from his father, and never came back

again, and he declared that he never would go up to hls'

father again without taking the lad with him.

The point I make is this: Judah’s argument was the
pleadlng of the word of the governor, of which he had
first of all been afraid. That was the thing that filled
them with terror. When the Governor said “Ye shall
not see my face, except. your. brother be with you” they.
said, “What shall we do?} And for a long time. they
tarried, and at last on]y driven by famiii€ did they come.
And now the very word which they had feared.so much’
‘becomes Judah’s soverexgn plea: “Thou saidst to thy
servant . . . That is why we brought him.- If it had not

been for thy word, he never would have been here.” And
they found that the word they so much feared was their .
own salvation.

So always is it, my deai frxends

“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take!
\ The clouds ye so-much dread
"Are big with mercy, and will break
In blessings on your head.

“Jud‘ge not the Lord by feeble sense, ] \
But trust Him for His grace;
. Behind a frowning providence . ,
He hides a smiling face.”

We must accept ‘God’s word for us, the revelation of
His will for us, not that we may be resigned thereto, but
in the spirit of Him Who said, “Lo I come (in the volume
of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.”
O'n.v ihen, as we have confidence in Him to Whom we
pray will it be profitable ‘for us to remind Him of His
promise. . -

I remember having to deal with a certain man one
time some years ago, whe was in danger of bringing
reproach ypon the name of the church by recklessly in-
curring debts everywhere, apparently with no intention
of paying. And so we insisted that if he was to retain
his membership in the chureh he must go to those credit-
ors and promise tliem that at the earliest possible moment
he would maké an effort to pay. He laughed. We said,

.“What are you laughing at?” “Well,” he said, “I have

promised them so often that they no longer believe me,
and it would do no good to promise them again.” ~

We are to receive God’s promises as the promlses of
One Who never fails to implement His word, and- commg
to Him we have only to find certain things promised in .
the Book. . i

Then we come to Him, and put Him in remembrance.
Ask of Him that He will do as He has said, that which

-He has promised with His lips He will perform with His_

arms. \ \‘ ’
“There is an eye that never sleeps,

Beneath the wing of night; ]

_ . There is an ear that nevéer shuts : \
‘ ‘When sinks the beams of light.

“There is an arm that nev-r tires )
‘When human strength gives way;
- There is a love that never fails,
"Whern earthly loves decay.

“That eye is fixed on seraph throngs,
: -That’ arm upholds the skies .
That ear is filled with angel songs-
That love is throned on high,

“There is a power wlhmc'h man can wield
When mortal aid is vain;
That eye, that arm, that love to reach,
That hstemng ear to gain.

“That power the prayer which soars on high
v ‘Through Jesus to the throne,
And moves the hand that moves the world,
- And brings salvation down.”

You have ‘the power. Turn on the sw1tch Let us .
actually be rich in Christ Jesus.

How often do we attempt work for ‘god to the limit
of our mcompetency rather than to the limit of God’s

omnipotency. “
—HUDnSON TAYLOR
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A LAND TO CONQUER FOR GOD

HE bleak hours before any great religious awakening

have'certain definite similarities. At the very moment
when it seems as though the picture is as dark as it
could possibly be, God intervenes to bring about sweep-
ing changes, transform lives and to alter the whole face
of things. Thus the Christian in the midst of every cir-
cumstance rejoices in the knowledge that God is still upon
the throne and that “where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound”. Civilization’s blackest times present op-
portunities for lthe Lord to show His mighty hand.

I
THE APOSTOLIC AGE

As one reads the Acts of the Apostles, this becomes
abundantly clear. Judaism and the other religions of that

" time were firmly entrenched although they were sadly

corrupted. The moral condition of mankind as pictured
in the first chapter of the book of Romans was probably
an accurate picture of the Gentile life of that era. Upon
this scene of religious bigotry on the one hand and re-
ligious indifference on the other, came the Spirit-
anointed and Spirit-filled ambassadors of the gospel.
Instead of complaining that their lot was cast in such
a'time, they rejoiced in the privilege of being ‘the instru-
ments through which God was to turn the world upside
down. Soon ‘the decadent empire trembled beneath the
marching feet of a few humble men who were determined
to know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and Him
crucified. -

In all the annals of history, has there ever been writ-
ten a more thrilling account of the great accomphshmer_lts
of seemingly ordinary men? Their environment did not
make them for, as we have observed, their environment
was such that it could ‘only discourage even the strong-
hearted. The Lord raised them above their surroundings
and caused them to see history and -time in -rela'tion to
eternity.

While others were content to trifle with sin, or to
withdraw ‘from society to live some solitary life apart
from their fellows, these ambassadors of the Lord Jesus
-Christ went out into the crossroads 6f empire to beckon
never-dying souls to look to "a crucified Saviour. A
mighty compassion for men prevented them from being
the dis-interested spectators who coldly watched the
follies of mortals. We read in the account of Paul’s visit

to the cultural capital of the world that “his spirit was -

stirred within him, when he,saw the city wholly given to
idolatry.” Others may have regarded this situation as
cause for speculation and philosophizing but not Paul!
To such persons he must bring the news of a Saviour and
a judgment to come.. Let the philosophers of Athens
spend their time, as do some modern ministerial associa-
-tions, “in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some
new thing” but an apostle cannot so squander his mo-
ments. With Charles Wesley, he could declare:

A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify, )
A neyer dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky:

To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfil,—
0O may it all my powers engage
t To do my Master’s will.

ATm me with jealous care,
As in Thy sight to live;
And' O, Thy servant, Lord, prepare
. A stn!ct accoun.t to give. :

Help me to watch and pray,
And on- Thyself rely, . <o
And Tet me ne’er my trust betray, N
But press to rea.lms on high. . ,

Paul’s holy devotion and con-s-umung, zeal were typical
of the believers of that time who knew what it was to
suffer for the sake of the gospel. Before them lay a
world that their Master had commanded them to conquer
in His all prevailing Name; at their disposal were all
the resources of heaven. Wlth such a simple and yet
profound faith they confronted the age that looked so
unpromising. Who would have dared to predict that they
would emerge triumphant? -The marvel of history is that -
in the face of ‘the currenl of the age, 'they did conquer!

Four Elements in This Success

Who would venture to say that any time has ever been
so discouraging as the apostolic era? Lacking influence,
personnel, and finances, this intrepid band set out with
an impossible tagk upon its hands. -Yet it possessed at
least four other marks that made the conquest to be
inevitable.

First of all, those pioneers who tread.across the page
of the Book of Acts are persons who have been saved
and filled with the Holy Spirit. As we read of their ex-
ploits we realize anew that they did not live at a poor
dying rate and that they were not content with being
saved from a wrath to come. Present power for Service
was -a real necessity or else thexr labours would only
mock them. Unlike moderns, they could not fall back on
past gains to justify present stagnation. A perpetual
walk with God was needed or else the press of the world
and the opposition of the age would overcome them.-
Those to whom Paul wrote would understand keenly the
real import of his command in Ephegians—*“Be filled
with the Spirit.” For victory this was not optional but
essential.

Then, these ambassadors for Christ had ¢ God-given
vision of men that age and all ages. Ringing in their
ears were the last words of their exalted Lord—*“Ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come iupon i
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-

\most part of the earth.” _

Despite human failings, they kept that great vision
before them and sought to see it realized. The Book of
Proverbs declares that “where there is no vision, the
people perish.” If the apostolic churches had as little
vision as many -modern churches, the great work which
they accomplishéd could hardly have been started. But
those who_were held eaptlve by the Holy Spirit and who
had before them a .v1510n could do nothing else but

" advance.

Then we are impressed with the implicit faith of the
apostolic. pioneers of the cross. Taking God at His Word
they proved His promises to be true. Among the flaming
evangelists of the era, a “higher critic” would have had
a cold reception.while some of the cautious doctors of _

divinity would have occupied a back seat. "Whenever a
\~
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believer ‘comes to the place where he is prepared thus -

to take God at His Word, things begin to happen!.

!Finally, it seems to us, that another element in this

- conquest is to-be found in the apostles’ adherence to the
divine program of. evangelization. This is closely allied
with the consideration of their implicit faith. in Christ.
We realize that many will. dispute this point but any
candid reader of the New Testament becomes aware of

the fact that, in obedience to thé Lord, the missionaries .

of that time saw the local church as an essential part of
their program and that the work of evangelism was not
complete until such a local assembly was established. The
type of evangelism which leaves converts to shift for
themselves or entrusts them to the tender mercies of

anti-Christian orgamzatlons is unknown in the Word of

Gadl'
The God of the Unlikely

If the apostolic era-teaches us nothing else, it clearly
demonstrates that 'God can move in to work mightily in
the most unpromising moments and that He can use
those who from a human standpoint seem to be the most
unlikely instruments. Still He looks for those who would
thus take Him at His Word to see if He is faithful.

THE MODERN ERA

Increasingly we are made aware of the many similari-
ties which exist between this hour and the apostolic age.
That there are- many superficial ‘differences, no one
would deny and that there are several major differences
i3 obvious but basically there is a great similarity which
can either frighten us or challenge us.
. -iContrary to optimistic impressions, the gospel.is not

making'mighty advances but rather heathendom is larger
today than it has eyen been before. Then in those coun-
tries which are denominated as “Christian”, the situa-
tion is not as promising as some would have us believe.
A large proportion of “Christendom” is Roman Catholic
. and by no stretch of the imagination can that church be
regarded as the custodian of the grace of God. In the

* major Protestant c:hprches, too, modernism has made .

such inroads and achieved such conquests that only some-
one lacking discernment could fail to see these churches
" ag legitimate mission territory..

To the (Christian this. time ‘does seem to be a discour-
. aging one as religious indifference, false .religion and
positive immorality confront him. Tndeed the hour could
well be the incubator of pessimists if we fail to behold
it through the eyes of the Lord.~Of necessity, we_shall
proceed and confine-our remarks to our own fair land
.of Canada but probably these remar*ks will have a de-
cided application elsewhere o '

. In this land evangelicals are a very small mmorrty-

Let us be more specific and speak of -evangelical Bap-
_ tists or, as we prefer to think, New Testament ‘Chris-

tians. Scattered across the dominion are a few evan:

gelical Baptist .churches but they are so few that one
must bow the head in shame. Nearly every town, v1llage
or hamlet has its, community church where once the gos-
pel was preached but thousands, yea ‘tens of ‘thousands,
of such places have no gospel testimony.

‘What makes the situation even more dlscouragmg and

therefore challenging to ‘the servant of God is the fact.

that these modernist churches have led millions ‘to be-

lieve that they are secure when in reality they are on.°

the vbroad road thalt leads to destructlon Thus, like Paul,

)

we come to.a people who are “too superstitious” or.more

properly “exceedingly religious”. Bearing the name of
“Christian”, they know not anything-of a changed life
or the power of God resting upon them. -

‘Our prospect then at this moment is one of being an
exceedingly small minority in a land where modernism
and Romanism nearly divide the land equally between

-them. . Yes, that is our present position and while we

thus séem unable to cope with the present population, we
see the great expansion which surrounds us on every
side.. Canada is one of the fastest growing of the west-
ern powers and is enjoying an unprecedented” “boom”.

New suburbs, new towns and whole new communities
spring up all around us and seem to tease us as we look

upon_them and realize that we haven’t even managed to -

reach all the older areas. If we were tb consult our own

. feelings we would be utterly overwhelmed with despalr

and pessimism in the face of such developments.

'This seemingly impossible situation, however, must
challenge us to renewed consecration and vision. Before
us lies a land to conquer for"the Lord. In the pages
of the Acts of the Apostles we can see the bluepl int whlch
must be followed if we expect to sée victory—

First of all we must depend more upon God and know
more of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. With
this must come a vision of the great work in which we
are engaged and al view of the expensive field that lies

before us. Then with childlike faith; we are called to.
-takeé God at His Word as we go from place to place

evangelizing in the New Testament fashion, leaving be-
hind New Testament churches as local soul-saving
stations.

Let others despalr if they w111 but the 't,rue servants
of ‘God will declare with-Paul — “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” With Hudson
Taylor they will confidently affirm, “We are asked to

do an impossible task, but we work ‘with Him who can )

‘do"the imposgible.” -
Such words -of ex'hortatlon and encouragement will

"proba‘bly warm ‘the hearts of Christians but our intent

in writing this has not been merely to provide a mo-

mentary thrill nor to raise unfounded hopes that the .
Mr. Churchill promised-
the motherland and the commonwealth “blood, sweat and
- tears”. A sweeping spiritual tfiumph in our land will
-occasion at least -sweat and tears. 'SAGRIFICE will be

road before us is an easy one.

the order of the day for all who truly desire to see God
work in this hour.

iSderifice will be 1nvolved for those who would labour.
.as leaders in the work of the Lord. Some will bé called

upon to forsake attractive employment and security in
order to give themselves entirely to the*labour of the
gospel. Others will sa¢rifice some of this life’s attrac-

tions as they labour in prayer. , Still others will be called . .

upon to sacrifice their medns in order that the gospel
may be advanced. Just durmg the past week we heard

from a lady who wroté in to join the Dollar-A- Month

(Club and thus have a part in erecting new church build-
ings in strategic'areas. She told of receiving an old age

pension and said that she wondered how, with such a.

meagre income, she could possibly assist in this gospel

work. Finally she decided to stop receiving the daxly' :
.paper in order to have her part in pioneer work in the

dominion.
- 'Those who are Christians should hardly shrink at the
t-h-ough't ‘of sacrifice, for their hope for eternity rests

upon the sacrifice of Anothér. The'contemplation of the-

T ——
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multitudes in our own .Deminion who. have never heard
the gospel should surely move us to go out in obedience
to the Lord in an endeavour to make 'Christ known in
communities, large and small.

Let us seize this brief Hour of challerige and seeming
hopelessness and put ourselves in the place where we
can be used to conquer this 'land for ‘God.

-
°

BOOK REVIEW

BIBLE BAPTISM—THE ROMAN 'CHURCH AND THE
BAPTISTS. (A Historical Research) by Dr. J. B.
Rowell of Victoria, B.C.; 30 pages; 35 cents per copy
or 3 for $1.00—may be obtained directly from the
author, 2056 H-amps’hire Road, Victoria, B.C,,
Canada.

Dr. Rowell, the pastor of 'Central Baptlst Church in
Victoria, has written a valuable booklet on the subject
of Bible .baptism. In addition to a brief examination
of the Scriptures, the booklet contains a number of quo-
tations from prominent Roman (Catholic and Protestant
scholars and historians; these are- augmented by some
declarations of the early “church fathers”. -

Unless the mind is entirely closed on this matter, every
reader of this booklet will' be stirred. Those who have
. been -persuaded from the Word of God that seriptural
baptism is the immersion of believers in water, will re-
joice to see that this point is conceded by most historians.
Those who hold-to infant sprinkling will see ithat their
cherished practice has no scriptural foundation but rests
upon the shaky basis of “church tradition (yea, very re-
cent church tradition!).

‘The fact that the work is only 30 pages in length
should encourage all IChristians to read it. Unhesitat-
ingly, we give the booklet our highest commendation and
pray that it will enjoy a wide c1rcu1at'10n

GREAT MISSIONARY RALLY

Thursday, March 8, will be the date of a great mis-
sionary rally sponsored by The Conservative Regular
Baptist Association of ‘Canada in Jarvis Street Baptist
‘Church. Come along. and hear -accounts. of the hand of
God in the work of the gospel.

'Obedience is the'one qualification for further vision. ’
. —G. CAMPBELL MORGAN

~ wherever she sees the possibility of success.

Who Pays the Bill?
ROM <Canada’s Northwest Territories’ comes word
that- the Roman iChurch is interfering in the educa-
tional program. In two places there, Fort Simpson and

. Aklavik, the Roman Catholic students are separated from

the other pupils in order that they may receive sectarian
instruction frém their church’s representatives. This
situation came to light when two membérs of the North-
west Territories Council expressed ‘their opposition to
what is rightly described as “segregation”. The Toronto
Telegram of January 21 carried the story:— .o~

OPPOSE SEGREGATION IN N.W.T. SCHOOLS

Ottawa, Jan. 21—(CP)—The’ Dominion Government’s
practice of seg'regatmg Roman Catholic and Protfestant
children in schools in the Northwest Territories has been .
condemned by two members of the N.W.T. Council.

The practice was described as improper yesterday by
John Parker, Yellowknife lawyer, and by Commissioner
L. R. Nicholson of the RCMP, who said they were oppdsed
to Roman Catholic and :Protestant children being taught
in separate rooms in some séhools by teachers of’ their
own faith.

“It is mot right to divide chlldren on religious grounds;
nobody can defend this practice as making any sense from
an educational point of view,” Mr. Parker insisted. -

Commissioner Nicholson, am. appeinted council member, °
said he shares Mr. Parker’s. misgivings.

J. W. Goodall, Fort Simpson pastmaster, said he is not

- entirely- satlsfled with the new policy.
Mr. Parker said the (Government day sehool at Fort
_ Simpson, about 350 miles west of Yellowknife, has two
rooms — one for Catholic studenlts and the other for
Protestants.

R. G. Robertson, commlssmner of the N.W.T., said there
will ‘be segregation only at Fort Simpson and Aklavik
under the new system. He said this represented a com-
promise. The majority of children at the two points were-
Cathohc and their religion provided for religious instrue-
tion in grade school

If 'this account is correct, then are we to understand
that all the taxpayers are required-to pay. for this dupli-
cation? Is it not reasonable to ask that, since the govern-
ment is providing adequate facilities and teaching; those
who desire to propagate a sectarian program should- also
bé required to pay the bill? All the infermation that
we have at the moment on this matter is what is con-
tained in the newspapers but there is visible in this one
instance the same policy ‘that Rome seeks to employ
We trust
that an alert public_and conscientious officials will put
a stop to this public-supported sectarian educational pro- -
gram.

B T P PP

‘MY COVENANT

DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB

Desiring to have a vital part in the work of the furtheranoe of the Gospel -
I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be applied to the Church Extension
Loan Fund of The Conservative Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This.
money will be loaned out to deserving causes ‘to assist in the erection of suitable
K ~ places of worslnp (Matt. 28:19, 20).
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By Dr. C. D. COLE ~
January 19th, 1956

A SELF-SEEKING MINISTRY
Philippians 2:19-30

HILE a prisoner in Rome the apostle Paul was
seized with the feeling of unusual concern for the
. church at Philippi. He seems to have had a foreboding
of impending danger to their faith, and being unable
hims-elf' to go to them he makes a search among the
brethren who are with him at Rome for a man to send
to them to step into the breach and save the Philippians
from the impending attack upon their faith. And when
it became evident that Timothy was the only man with
him willing and qualified for the task, he laments the
situation by saying, “For I have no man likeminded, who
will naturally care for your state or. all seek their
own, not the things which are-Jesus Christ’s.”

Up to this point, the dominant idea in the eplstle is
Paul had admonished -

that of considération of others.
the Philippians to do nothing through-strife or vainglory,
but: with lowliness of mind esteem other better than
“themselves. We have previously observed that a better
rendering of this makes it mean -that each one of.them
was ‘to put others above himself for helpful consideration
and loving attention. The Lord Jesus /Christ has been
set forth. as the supreme example of such a principle:
Cul of consideration for others, He left the heights of
heavenly glory for the depths of earthly woe and shame.
That Hé ‘might consider us, the Lord Jesus Christ con-
sidered not Himself. He came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.
. And so Paul wants the Philippians to have the mind of
Christ and seek to minister rather than to be ministered
unto. This beautiful Christian spirit finds illustrations
in the several characters that are to come before us to-
night. There was a mutual concern in which each gave
priority- to others. .

* Mutual. Concern and Sympathy

To begin with, the Philippians out of consideration for
Paul, as a prisoner in Rome, sent Epaphroditas as a mes-
senger with' a love offering' to help him meet his per-
- sonal. necessities, and to render what personal aid he
could give beyond that of money. Then out of considera-
tion for the Philippians, Paul was willing to part with
Timothy -that he mlght go to them in the fulness of the

2N

. filled with great -distress.

and longs to return to Philippi.

blessings of the gospel. And out of consideration for
Epaphroditus, iwhen the Philippians heard that he had
been ill but had heard nothing of his recovery, they were -
And out of consideration for
the Philippians, Epaphroditus; when he knows that they
have heard about his sickness, is filled with heaviness
And out of considera-
tion for the Phjlippians, Paul sends Epaphroditus at once
that they might reJmce at seeing him again, and tells
them that their joy would make him less sorrowful.
And out of further consideration for the Philippians,
Paul tells them that he will find comfort in hearing good
news of their state. It is a picture of mutual love and
sympathy. What a society when everybody vies with
everybody in taking care of everybody in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ!

But that is not the whole picture. That is not the end

of the story. There are other characters who are intro-

duced. Al the people around Paul were not unselfish.

All were not of such a lovely spirit. There were selfish

men among them. They were brethren, and they join
Paul in the closing salutation where he says, “The breth-
ren- which are with me greet you.” And yet-Paul says of

them; “For all seek their own, not the things which are

Jesus Christ’s.”
1.

The Selfish Preachers (20 21)

Our attention will first be given to these self-seeking
preachers. Who were they? We do not know, for Paul
does not name them; he only briefly describes them.
Nearly every interpreter is sure that Luke is not onesof

-them. I quite agree, and I would also except Titus and.

possibly other names that are familiar. Luke and Titus
and other brave souls must have been away from Rome
in other Christian service. How did Paul ‘know that
these brethren around him were self-seekers? I am sure
that it was not by direct revelation from the Lord. He .
must have .known them through the experiences he had
with them. A sure way to know a man is to associate
with him. Live with him, talk with him, work with him,

“counsel with him, and you will know him, It is not too

much to suppose that Paul asked for volunteers to go
to Philippi to care for the state of the Philippians. He
seemed to be aware that there was impending danger
facing their faith in Christ Jesus. And he was concerned
about this. In the next chapter, he tells them to beware
of dogs, of evil workers, of the concision party. This
suggests that he expected the Philippians to be harassed
and troubled by the Judaizers which up to this time had
not been very prominent in Phll'lppl

A Call to Arms )
Paul’s call was a call to arms. And nobody volunteered

but Timothy. Nobody else was ready to fight the good -

fight of faith. These brethren let Paul down, just as
the inhabitants of Meroz failed Deborah and Barak and
would not come up to the help of the ord against the
mighty, Somebody must go to Philippi. And nobody is
willing and fit to go but Timothy. - Nobody else had any
heart for the task. And this seems to have been dis-
appointing to Paul for he hated to give up Timothy at
such a time of crisis in his own life. But to Paul the
cause of Christ at P}ﬁhppx was more important than his
personal interests. And so to Philippi, Timothy shall go,
just as soon as it becomes more apparent what the fate
of the apostle will be.
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. Martyrdom may come soon.’

, joined the army of Christ at all.

-
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Paul the Ready
The apostle Paul was ready for any alternative.
If it comes it will be wel-
comed without a murmur, If he lives, he will send
Timothy. Understanding his words, from the standpoint
of the time of the reading of the epistle by the Philip-
pians, he hopes to send Timothy soon, almost immedi-
ately. And he trusts that he himself will come shortly.
And Epaphroditus will already be with them. Paul was
always ready for any event. He never knew what would

- befall-him “but nothing ever took him. by surprise or

came on him as a shock. He lived constantly conscious
that his times were in the hands of the Lord. He hopes
in the Lord, and trusts in the Lord, and anything the
Lord does or allows others to do is well-pleasing to him.
What resignation! How rare even in Paul’s day, and
much more in our day.’

Now back to these self-seeking ministers. Somebody

has said that this does not sound as bad in the Greek-

as it does in the English. It-can hardly be thought that
these preachers had no interest at all in Christ, for then
they would not be recognized as Christian brethren. But
their interest was not sufficient to make them undertake
the long and hazardous trip to Philippi. They were
half-hearted. They had divided interests. Their interest
was not sufficient to make them walk into a fight.
They did not feel that they were fitted for the work at
Philippi. And in that, they were right. They must have

- persuaded themselves that they could do better work at

Rome with Paul. The situation was not so bad at Rome
just then. Paul enjoyed much freedom and these brethren
were allowed to visit him and labour with him. And so
they would rather work at" Rome than go to Philippi.

Paul’s case in court had taken a most hopeful turn and.
- they. were not hazarding so mueh in labouring with him

at Rome. I am suré that they justified themselves, in
their reluctance to go to Philippi, at the bar_ of their
own conscience. And I am just as sure that Paul did
not urge them to go.

) No Task for a Coward

/ This mission called for full devotion to Jesus Christ.

It was no task for a coward. These men were not bad
men, neither were they heretics.

They were brethren, but they had not yet
They had their own
interests to consider. They were thinking of themselves
and not the cause of Christ at Philippi. They were not
putting the spiritual welfare of the Philippians above
themselves for consideration.

Now for personal reasons, Paul wanted to keep Tim-
othy with him. But for the sake of the cause at Philippi
he decides to part with him. And with a heavy heart the
great apostle says, “For I have no man lx‘kemmded who
will naturally care for your state. For all seeck- their
own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.” If the
heart interest of all- preachers: today could be .photo-
graphed and thrown on the screen, I wonder if the sight
would: not be shocking, even disgusting. If the heart-
throb of many of us in the ministry could ‘be fully re-
vealed, I expect we would be alarmed. How few men in
the world have ever so completely abandoned themselves

Judaizers.

to the cause of Jesus Christ as did the apostle Paul..

A self-seeking ministry is sickening, but I expect it is
a common sight if all the truth-could be known.

\

+

"by virtue of his relation to the apostle Paul.

They knew the truth, .
‘but they did not want to contend for it in the face of

II.

/  The Mission of Timothy (19, 22-24)

This brings us to consider the mission of Timothy.
To read about Timothy is li‘ke a breath of fresh air.
He was a notable exception to' the common run of preach- .
ers surroundmg Paul at that time. Of all the preachers
in his company, he was the only one fitted for the mis-
sion to Philippi. Timothy had no natural fitness for
such a task. He had a timid soul in a frail frame. Physi-
cally, he was sick much of .the time. Naturally he was
timid and nervous and easxly discouraged. And Paul
found /1t necessary on occasions to urge him to stir up the
gift that was in him, and not to be ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, or of him as a prisoner. Paul would urge him -
to be strong in the grace that is in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and to be a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel..
But ‘Timothy was a man of God, a man of unfeigned
faith, and a man of deep devotion to Jesus Christ. He"
was unselflsh -in his soul, and would seek no selfish ends -
whern he went to Philippi, but would have a true, genuine

-concern for thejr welfare.

-

Timothy’s Relation to Paul

Now Timothy had a fitness for the task at Phlhppl
He was
converted under Paul’'s preaching and was trained by
Paul. He was not only the spiritual son of Paul, but
Paul was his father in the mmlstry The language that
Paul uses in various places in wh1ch he calls him “son”,
‘my own son”, “my beloved son” “my dearly beloved

', shows the affection that Paul had for this young
preacher. In his conversion, Timothy so completely pass-
ed under the formative influence of the great apostle
that there was a kind of natural assimilation to him of
what Paul was_interested in and cared for. The features
of the father were repeated in the son. It would be the
natural thing for Timothy to care for the Phi]i-pyiané'.

Timothy’s Relation to the Philippians

And then, Timothy was also fitted for the mission to
Philippi by virtue of his relation to the Philippians, “But
ye.know the proof of him, that, as a2 son with the father,
he hath served with me in the gospel.” Timothy was with
Paul at the founding of the church at Philippi. and had
at least on one other occasion accompanied Paul on a
vigit to the Philippians.
a son with the father. And we have here a fine example
to the young preacher who serves under his senior.
Timothy had the confidence of the Philippians, without
which no man can serve his people. Whenever a church
begins to question either the character or the courage
of their pastor, he is finished, so far as rendering any
service to them is concerned. And the sooner he goes,
the better it is for him and.for them. A man must have
the confidence and the esteem of his people if he is to
serve them. And because of his relation to. Paul, and his
devotion to Jesus -Christ, and his. acquaintance with the
Philippians, Timothy would have a deep. concern for the
state of the Phlhpplans

The Apostle Paul and Dr. Shields
In my meditations preparatory to this hour, I was,
made to think of many similarities between the great
apostle to the Gentiles and our own beloved Dr. Shields.
They had similar experiences with their associates and
friends. Gifted with leadership, both of them gathered

He had served under Paul as.’
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around themselves other men, particularly young men,
as their helpers. Like all great men, they both-had the
faculty of attaching others to th'erhselv,es. And in their
associations, both of them had their joys and their griefs.

- When Paul faced a crisis and had to depend upon- his

helpers, he was disillusioned and also disappointed. But

some of them remained a joy to his heart and a consola- '

tion, to his dying hour. So it was with Dr, Shields.

" .He had his disappointments but was not without cause

for rejoicing unto the very end. Dr. Shields must have
loved Jarvis Street somewhat as Paul loved Philippi.
‘When Paul.could not go to the aid of his beloved Philip-
pians and had to depend upon somebody else to go, he
met with disappointment. But he had a man upon whom
the could fall back, in the person of Timothy, a tried

and trusted lieutenant. And so it was with Dr. Shields.,

When he realized he could carry on no longer and had to
depend upon somebody else, he had, in the person of

Harold Slade, a-man upon whom he could depend, a man’

who had served as a son with the father in the gospel.
Who could know better than Dr. Shields who had served

. unselfishly and uncomplainingly without any personal

_man a selfish creature.

ambitions? Who could.know better than Dr. ‘Shields and
the deacons’ board who would naturally care for .the
state of Jarvis Street? Who could know better than they
who would be bold ahd uncompromising in.the time of
temptation?
to recommend to Jarvis Street?
of her children.” I could carry the analogy on. further
but not as far as you can, or as far as you will.

The Distortion of Nature >

'Selfishness. is abnormal when you think of the man
'God -made. God never created a selfish creature. God

made a man who could love Him supreme]y and his'

neighbour as himself. ‘But sin came in and made of

of nature. Take these bodies of ours ds an example of
unselfish consideration among the -members. The hand
will instinctively and unselfishly ward off the blow that
is aimed at the head and particularly the eyes. These
feet of ours do not have to be coaxed to take us out of the
range of fire when a 'gun fight is going on near us. Let
an irifection come on the arm. Does mature sit down and
say, ‘“There is nothing that can be done about it. - The
infection cannot be stopped.” Why, on the contrary,

the white corpusecles (nature s standing army,of defence).
rush with reckless abandon to the place of infection and"

- die by the millions in an effort to repel the 1nvadmg

“army of germs of death..

. selves your servants for Jesus’ sake.”

The pus that we wipe off
after the battle is over and ‘the victory is won is made up
of the corpses of the white corpuscles which have un-
selfishly sacrificed their lives for us. Selfishness, I
repeat, is contrary to the very law of nature. God did
not make a selfish man. Selfishness is a sin in, anybody

~and especially in preachers, who profess to be the min- -
. isters of Christ.

iA self-seeking ministry is a contradic-
tion in terms. The word minister means a servant, and
a man who professes to be called as a minister of Christ
is declaring that he is a sefvant, and a servant must be

unselfish. Paul in writing to the Corinthians said, “We .

preach not ourselves, but ‘Christ Jesus the Lord; and-our-
John the Baptist
once preached a great sermon in very few words. After
a brief spell of preaching to the crowds, his popularity
began-to wane and the crowds left him never to return,

7

Who could know better than they whom . -

“Wisdom is justified . yjsgion " Epaphroditus is one of the less well known of

.Paul's friends and associates.
is what is said about him in the passage before us. His’
name means lovely, and: he wore the name with becoming .

T Selfishness is the distortion of -
human nature, Selfishness is contrary 1o the very law"

~

Jesus bégan His.xﬁ'inistr.'y in the same territory where
John was preaching and baptizing and their work was

contemporaneous for a while. And one day some folks

came to John the. 'Baptist to remind him that the Person -

he had been bearing witness to was now baptizing and
the crowds were flocking to Him. They expected the jeal-
ousy of John the Baptist to be aroused. But his reply
reveals a marvelous spirit of self-abnegation. ' Why he
says to them, You have already heard me say that I am
not the Chrlst, but I am sent before Him. He that hath

_ the bride is the bridegroom; and the friend of the bride-

groom is always happy to hear the voice of the bride-
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groom and thus my joy is fulfilled. And he epitomizes -

the truth in"a smgle statement, “He must increase, but
I thust decrease.” That is the spirit which ought to
characterize the ministers of Jesus Christ. John ‘the
Baptist was willing to. . recede that Christ might proceed.
He was willing to be ignored tha‘l; Christ might be prom-
inent and occupy ‘the limelight. He was willing to be
forgotten that Christ might be remembered. He was
willing to sink if Christ might rise. He was wxllmg to be -
nothing that Jesus Christ might- be everything in the
hearts and the lives of the people. .

III.
The Work of Epaphroditus (25-30)
Now just a few words about Epaphroditus and his

All we know about him

honour. But it was a common mame, and many people -

wore it in his day. only to disgrace it. We are told that
one of the dictators assumed this name. And it had an
heathen origin. The name was evidently derived .from
the heathen goddess Aphrodite. Epaphroditus was a
member of the church at Philippi, and some think he was
the presiding bishop. Others think perhaps he was one
of the deacons. But he was the church’s messenger to
Paul with a love offering. 'And when he came to Ph111pp1
and delivered the money to the apostle, he did not take
a chair and consider his work done.
missionary labour and worked with such- enthusiasm that
he hazarded his life.and became ill. And Paual writing-
to the Philippians sald “He was truly sick, sick migh
unto death.” .

Paul in writing about Epaphroditus calls him “my
brother”, to indicate the.fellowship- and the love and

sympathy that existed between them. ' Nobody can know -
"He must -

what tender ministrations were his- to Paul.
have performed hundreds of little offices of love and
sympathy for the apostle. As a brother, he shared -Paul’s

sufferings and.did whatéver he could to make them -
Paul also refers to him as “my companion in .

lighter.
labour?”, to signify the common work in which t-hey were
engaged Let us remeinber that Paul, though a prisoner
in Rome, was also a rmlssmnary in Rome and ‘that he
carried on a'mission work-in the c1ty, and when Epaphro-
ditus joins him he joins him in missionary endeavour.
And therefore Paul speaks of him as “my companion in
labour.” ‘Then the apostle also speaks of him as “my

fellow “soldier”, to signify the common perils and suf--
ferings of gospel work. One may recall the words- of
MBIy_

Martin Luther before the Emperor and his Diet:

conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and

will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is;

He plunged into

—
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neither right nor safe. God help me. Amen.” Seo
Epaphroditus was as brave as he was tender and sym-
pathetic. He hazarded his life. He shared the apostle’s
dangers. : o

Now' in some way the Philippians had learned of the
iliness of Epaphroditus, and not having heard of his
recovery they were in great distress. And he knew how
distressed they would be about his sickness and this
filled him with heaviness and a-longing to return. He
wanted to go back to his beloved people and Paul was as

" " anxious for his return. Paul tells them that’ the joy

they will have at seeing Epaphroditus will make him less
sorrowful. What mutual concern we see among the
faithful brethren and servants of Christ!

- The Recovery of Epaphroditus
Now Paul attributes the recovery of Epaphroditus to
the mercy of God. ‘There is no indication that Paul
healed Epaphroditus. ‘There is nothing said about it at
least.- If it had been Oral Roberts we would havé heard
about it. Did not Paul have the gift of healing? Did
not the greatest of all apostles have this gift that was

given to many lesser lights? And if he had this gift

of healing why did he not heal Epaphroditus? I cannot
answer that. I can suggest something that might be
helpful. In the early days of Christianity, the gift of
healing was practised quite widely, but in later years
it was less frequently exercised, and finally ceased to be
practised. I think the gift was one of the sign gifts with
a credential value and was withdrawn entirely. In the
last letter that Paul wrote he tells Timothy ‘that he left
Trophimus at Miletum sick, indicating that he did not
have the gift of healing. And now here he writes about
the illness of Epaphroditus. He was sick nigh unto death
and he attributes his recovery purely to the mercy of
" God without mentioning the. means or agency of his
healing. . o

It is good for_us to know that our.times are in the hand
of-God, that while we may mot know what the future
holds, we can always know Who holds the future. :

“God holds the key of all unknown, - RN
. ‘And I am glad; '
- 1f other hands should hold the key.
- Or if He trusted it to me,
I might be sad.

“What if to-morrow’s cares were here
Without its rest! -
I'd rather He unlocked the day;
And, as the hours swing open, say,
~ ‘My will is best’.

«“The very dimness of my sight
Makes me secure;
For, groping in my misty way,
I feel His hand; I hear Him say,
“My help is'sure.’
“T cannot read His future plans;
- But this I know: _
I have the smiling of His face,
And all the refuge of His grace,
While here below., -

P “Enough! this covers all my wants,
And so I rest! .
For what 1 cannot, He can see, -
And in His care I saved shall be,
For ever-blest.”

R.C. PRIESTS OF THE CHURCH OF THE
MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD(!)
Give Hot Racing Tifys

The News Chronicle, a daily newspaper of London,
England, carries a story,which contains an interesting
commentary on the Roman Catholic priests’ concept of
morals. The account, carried in the issue of December
31,71955, informs us that two priests distributed racing
tips to the people in the parish and that to the amaze-
ment of all, the horse won. When interviewed, these
clerics were aslge& their views on gambling. The news-
paper report proceeds—‘‘Gambling is like drinking and .
sex. It's all right when taken in moderation. ‘I often -
have a couple of bob each way myself,’ confessed Father
Moore.” These gambling “fathers” are in charge of the -
Chuirch of The Most Precious Blood. - .

Here is the account in full as it appeared in the'News
Chronicle: . ' :

The people who live down Southwark way-—and who fancy
a flutter—-haven’t got over it yet for the -latest racing tip
to pass among the local Cockneys came from two Catholic
priests. ) :

- ‘On Christmas-Eve, 1,100 copies of the parish bulletin from
the local Catholic church were poked in letter-boxes of houses
in_the borough, containing a tip for the winner of the big
Boxing Day steeplechyse, .
With disbelieving smiles, the locals who live within the
sound of St. Mary-le-Bow “got on”, but when they heard the

horse — Limber Hill — won the King George VI ’Chase by
a neck they took notice. . .

Last night the two priests' who brought luck to their
parishioners owned up.

. “It was ius,” said Father Anthony Reynolds and Fathes
John-Moore, of ¢the Church of The Most Precious Blood.

Fither Moore said: “Thé tip was just a little idea we ‘had
as a Christmas speciality. 'We were amazed when the horse
actually won.” - ’ )

These t:wo tipster priests tucked the tip away at the end of
their parish bulletin, “The Borough Piper,” using theé name'
of Joannes. Cavanensis. '

‘What are their views on gambling?

Gambling is like drinking and sex. It’s all right when
taken in moderation. “I often have a couple of bob each
way myself,” confessed Father .Moore.

“We don’t intend to make a habit of it,” said Father
Reynolds, “perhaps one every so often’”

LOVERS OF JESUS Y,

'They that love (Christ, love to think of - him, love to
hear of him, and love to read of him.- They love to speak

. of him, for him, {0 him. They love his presence, his

yoke, his name. His will is their law, his dishonour is
their affliction, his cause is their care, his people are
their companions, his day is their delight, his Word is
their guide, "his glory is their end. They had rather ten
thousand times suffer for Christ than that he should-
suffer by them. ' '
: ) . —MAsoN
—The Sword and the Trowel

-

THE EDITOR’'S ANNUAL LETTER -
Soon the postman will be delivering to your door the
Editor’s Annual Letter. Read it carefully and prayer-
fully and see what the Lord- would have you to do in
support of this printed ministry. . .
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) A Just Rebuke

That the ecumenical movement is a budding religious

tyrant becomes more obvious with the passage of time.

Pleading for “tolerance” and, ‘“charity”, -its leaders at the
_same time display a shocking intolerance and betray the

fact that their aim is one big church. The following editorial .

in the Florida Bapg_ut Witness, a Southern Baptist state paper,
represents the feeling of some evangelical leaders in the
United States:—

WHITE FASCISM AND NON-COOPERATING _
CHURCHES = °

HAVE long resented the repeated attempts of

ecumenically-minded leaders in the National Coun-

‘eil of Churches to speak for what they have represented

as ‘the ma]orlty of non-Catholic Christians in this natien.

We believe a fair investigation will reveal that they have

arrogated an authority which, while they passxonately
crave, they have never and do not now possess,

‘They have talked Joudly and long about no one in the
Council wanting any authority over anyone else, and no
church or church group ever being asked to surrender
any rights or convictions, and of full liberty being in
order for any grou’p to participate or not to the extent
it sees fit. ; :

\On the other hand, frequent sta'tements and actions
are in rather severe contradiction to such magnanimous
claims. A good example is contained in a report by
Rehglous News iService from Buck Hill Falls, Pennsyl-
vania, of an address of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, presi-
dent of the National Council of Churches, to the annual
assembly of its Division of Home Missions, in. which he
said that the “sharpest ideological challen.ge" facing
Protestant churches toddy is “the revival of a white
Protestant fascism based on racism:* He went on to
say ‘that this fascism presents its' greatest ~danger
through use of “the same Sériptures by distortion to
support almost an opposite ideology from our own.”

So they are Protestant “fascists”? That doesn’t sound
much like language designed to promote peace, under-
standing and good will, either between church groups or

- between the races, does it? Inflammatory language of
disrespect toward the beliefs of these white brethren
(however wrong they might be) is not one whit more
Christian than their similar remarks toward the breth-
ren of any other race. It hardly behooves,one in such a
prominent position to appear to feel.that he must bolster
up the righteousness of his own “ideology” by throwing
off on the unrighteousness of theirs, particularly when
by his theory they are at least potentlal -brethren in his
great ecumenical fellowship.

In the same address Dr. Blake is reported to have said
that Protestantism must recog'mze the true nature of
its competitors or it will lose out’in the struggle for the
hearts and minds of the. American people. He listed the
competitive elements as Marxism, matérialism, humanis-
tic nationalism and competition offered by “non- cooper
ating Protestant churches.” .

Just read that last sentence and see where you and 1
as Southern Baptists fit in. 'We know we are not Protes-
tants, but he doesn’t and he uses the terms to include
us among the “non-cooperating Protestant churches”
since we do not affiliate with the National Council. His

| clagsification putting the competition offered by “non-

cooperating churches” along with Marxism, materialism,
etc., was hardly designed to win friends and influence
people, unless he thinks the ‘“non-cooperating” can be
brought into the ecumenical fold by intimidation. His
words sound more like a -declaration of war than an
invitation to fellowship.

We can’t help wondermg if the strides made by the
groups named ‘“non-cooperating Protestant churchés”
(including Southern Baptists) haven’t left some National
Council leaders just a trifle embarassed, since the greater
proportionate progress in Kingdom affairs has been made
.by those outside rather than inside of the ecumenical
movement. Ecumenicity has not proven itself to be the
answer, either to evang'ehzmg or Christianizing the
nation.

Southern Baptlst churches, with a mighty few excep-
tions, have repeatedly turned a deaf ear to the wooing _
of the National Council (and its predecessor Federal
Council)* of Churches, and projected their own New
Testament program of preaching, teaching and healing
,without -the small help or the much larger hindrance
of membership in either Council. The same free course
for the future will continue to promote both a finer
fellowship and a fuller fruitfulness. We have the feeling
that a lot of these ecumenical leaders would be mlghty
glad to Have.as much real cooperation’ either in the
National Council or in their own churches as may be séen
in so many of these chirches they are ‘branding as non-
cooperating” competitors. ;

——Edrltorlal Florida Ba,ptzst Wzt'ness January 12, 1956.

¢

a NEGRO’S FIDELITY AT FUNERALS

A good story showing unusual fidelity to truth at a
funeral is told concérning the late John Jasper, the
famous Negro Baptist preacher of Richmond, Va.

It appears that Jasper was conducting in his church
two funerals at the same. hour — one of Aunt Martha,
" the cook, ‘and ‘the other of John, the porter. -It is said
the procession bringing the remains of Aunt Martha
reached the church first®and they waited quite a while
for the appearance of the second procession. )

Finally John Jasper rose and said, “WhlLe the second
deceased is arriving we will proceed with ‘the funeral of
the first deceased.” After prayer the second processlon
arrived and the casket was placed in appropriate posi-
tion. . “Now,” said Jasper, “everybody knows that Aunt
Martha was a good Christian. 'She read her Bible, said
‘her prayers, came to church, and lived her religion every
day. Aunt Martha was the best cook in this city; and
if there’s a kitchen in Heaven, she is now astonishin’
de angels with de cakes she is makin’. Aunt Martha
loved the Lord and. glorified Him, not only on Sunday,,
but in de kitchen every day.”

iThen the preacher paused and lookmg over h1s glasses”
toward the casket of John, the porter, all he sa1d was,
“As to de second deceased, de less said de better!” And
the service"closed. --

~—The Ba_,ptist Examiner
L] ’ .

All God’s giants have been weak- men who did. great
things for God (because they reckoned on God bemg with
them.

—HuDpsoN TAYLOR
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A TALK TO BOYS

Boys, do you know you are being watched? Do you
know your idle actions on the street are all being noted
and remembered? .

“By whom ?” you say. “Who is watching us?”

The business men of your town. All the responsible
men, those who have business enterprises of some sort

-that require the employment 6f trusty boys and young
men. They are watching your actions as boys and setting
them down against you.
when you are out of school and seeking a position in
which to work, by your actions as a boy? You will be
so judged, and now is the time to act in a way that you
shall never be ashamed of the record.

‘The story is told by a noted writer of a banker who
approached the humble home of the village washer-woman
the morning after her son had been graduated from the
village high school.

After a few prelurmnary remarks, the banker asked if
her son had any special prospects for the future. Being

- told that he did not, and must depend upon his own

- efforts in getting and keeping a
promptly offered the son a position as messenger in his

bank.- The poor woman was dumbfounded and asked who
had taken the pains to recommend her son to this posi-
tion. The banker neplied:

“Madam, no oné has recommended your son to me I
have always taken an inferest in our boys, and give one
of them employment in preference to an outsider, pro-
vided he is worthy. For a long time I have watched your
son when on the street among his fellows. I have noted
his .actions, his conversation, -lﬁs_ attitude toward those
older than himself or toward any one needing assistance.
Unknown to him and to every one, I have thus kept track
of him for several years, and whether standing alone or
in comparison with his fellows, I have always found
him honourable, clean, upright, and a perfect gentleman.
I want such a Iboy to train for my business now, since
my own son has chcien another occupation, I sghall be
glad to give your son the preference of this -position."

Boys, how many- of you would be satisfied to be judged
by your occupations in public during the past five years?
How have you conducted yourself? What language have
you used? How have you behaved in the presence of
ladies and elderly people? What have you done when
little accidents render temporary. assistance highly de-
sirable to others? Are you willing to be Judged by your
conduct in each case?

. A village produce buyer made a trip to the bank in an
adjacent city to draw from it two thousand dollars, his

whole capital, to be used in buying ‘the new season’s

grain. With him was his clerk, a young man of twenty
years, the son of parents in humble circumstances — one

\

Do you want to be remembered -

position, the banker -

/ v
. who, like the former lad, had attracted the merchant’s

attention and drawn a trusted position. After the money
had been drawn, all bills of small denomination, the
produce buyer rolled them up and, placing them in a sack,
handed them to the young man, remarking:

“Here, take this to the store. You can go on the next
train, but my business will not permit me to go till
night.” '

After his departure, the banker, who had' been a keen
observer of everything, asked the merchant: ,

“Is that young man in your employ ?” :

“Yes, sir,” was the reply. “I could hardly do without
him.”

“Well,” said the banker, “I will not interfere with your
claims on him, but if your affairs ever shift so that you
do not require his service, send him to me. I care not
how many other men we may have, there will be a place
for him.”

“Yes,” said the merchant, “I always-knew Henry to be
a reliable young man from boy up, but what do you see
or know about 'him that makes you'qffer' this position?”

“Well,” the banker replied, “I saw the young man him-
self, and while his clothes were plain and somewhat worn,
they were- neatly brushed and h1s entire person was
scrupulously clean and well cared for. Then, when you
gave him that money, all you have with us, without the
scratch 6f a pen.to show that he had it, and the money
in small bills, the easiest kind in the world to dispose
of secretly had he fled with it, I was impressed with your
opinion of his honesty. I thought if you, who have known
him from boyhood, should thus trust him, there must be
very good reasons-for so deing. I want such a young
man as that, and no matter how many others we may -
‘have there is never a time but that I have employment
for a lad of this young fellow’s description.”

Remember, boys, you can not spend your-youth in deeds
of wild recklessness and at young manhood hold the
respect of the men to whom you must appeal for em-
ployment if you would learn a business and prepare your-
self for a man’s place in the world. And not only should
you guard your actions for what others may think of
them, but you should do so for the effect upon your own
character. Character is but the result of your habits.
Whatever you have formed a habit of doing becomes ,a
part of your nature, and is a corner-stone for good or
bad, a pillar that supports your character, your personal

integrity. Are you willing to become the result of your

present habits followed -out continually for the next
few years? ,

There is only one way to act if you would secure the
good opinion of the best people and form a character such
as you really wish your later life to be. That is, act
now as you wish to be in the future. . Form good habits
of speech and conduct. Fortunately, good habits are as
tenacious as bad. Form good habits now and persist in
them, and when you are a young man ready to step
forth into the world, your habits will have formed a
strong, steadfast character, a personal integrity for hon-

“esty and’ uprightness that will give you the respect of

your fellows and- the approbation of your own conscience.
—Publisher Unknown

We have all eternity to tell of victories won for Christ,
but we have only a few hours before sunset to win them.
—ANON,

N
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" such as the Jews enjoyed (Rom. 3:1, 2; 9:4, 5). But perhaps.
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Vol.. 20 Lesson 6 | February 5, 1956

JESUS TEACHES THE MEANING OF FAITH

. Lesson Text: Luke 7:1-17. . :

Golden Text: “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to 'God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
—IHebrews 11:6. : - o

I. The Servant of the Centurion: verses 1-10. -

Read also Matthew 8:5-13. .

A centurion is a Roman officer commanding a division of

approximately one hundred men. Several ‘good centurions
are mentioned in '‘Seripture (Matt. 27:54; Acts 10:1, 22; 22:
25, 26; 27:43). 'This centurion seems unlike the ordinary
stern Roman soldier; he is remarkable for his affection for
his servant, really a bond-servant or slave; for his forbear-
ance, sympathy and generosity toward the Jews, their cus-
toms and religion; but, above all, he is remembered for his
faith, - .

The Jewish leaders, aéting as intercessors, besought Christ
“ingtantly”; that is, eammestly, eagerly, diligently, to go to
the house of the centurion. They held the centurion in high
honour, even although one of his duties as a military repre-

sentative of Rome would probably be to keep order among .

the Jews. But, although these leaders thought the centurion
worthy of Christ’s consideration, he himself felt unworthy
to come into the Master’s presence. This becoming humility
and the respect which he showed the Lord by sending friends
and mnot servants as messengers, were itokeng of his real
worth (Luke 14:11; 18:14). The elders and the friends who
went to Christ were acting as' representatives of the cen-
turion. The Evangelist Matthew omits 'these details and
speaks only of the centurion, who was the one responsible
fcﬁ' rhhesxr%esssage, even though he was- acting through others
(Matt. 8:5). '

In performing former miracles mentioned in this Gospel

Christ had touched the afflicted ones, or had been close to
them (Luke 4:39, 40; 5:13, 24; 6:10), but this Roman officer
showed a simplicity and directness of faith, believing that

- the mere word of .Christ was sufficient (Hab. 4:12).~ “Speak

the word only” '(Matt, 8:8); “Say in a word, and -my servant
shall bé healed.” His own word produced results in his
sphere of life; so would the word of 'Christ in His sphere.
The centurion himself was under authority, hence worthy
to be placed in authority; obedience is the first qualification
for leadership (1 Cor. 11:1; Heb. 5:8, 9). .
‘Christ marvelled at the' genuine faith displayed by the
military leader, espécially. since he had not had advantages,

from the Jews he had learmed about the Old Testament
-pr'(ip‘hecies concerning the Messiah. : .
. The faith of the centurion was amply rewarded in the pub-
lic tribute of the Saviour, ag well as in the healing of his
servant. : -

~ IL The Son of the Widow: verses 11-17. .

The One in whom we are to put our brust is all-powerful:
He can raise the dead, those who are dead spiritually, as
well as those who are dead physically.
life (John 5:25-29; 10:25; Eph. 1:19, 20; 2:1).

Christ stopped ‘the sad funeral procesiion just outside tlie
little village of Nain, situated about twelve miles from Caper-
naum. He had regard for the tender human ties; He re-

" membered that the young man had been his mother’s sole

earthly support ((John 11:35). Christ had compassion upon
ler, and compassion ig loving-kindness in action.

We can comfort the sorrowing only %o a limited extent
(2 Cor. 1:3-5), but Christ could comfort her by word, bid-

ding her “Weep not,” and by deed, removing-the cause of -

her tears (Rev. 21:4). He had pity, and also power. His
-word can heal the sick and raise the dead (Luke 8:52-55;
John 11:43, 44). .o .

[

He is the Lord of

Death is an enemy,
stroyed (1 Cor. 15:26; Heb. 2:14, 15; Rev, 1:18; 20:14). In
God’s own time every tear will be dried.

This miracle was performed by the unconditional sovereign
power of (Christ, who is the Resurrection and the Life.

“Daily Bible Readings

Jan. 30—Faith Defined ..........cccccoooieiieniin,
Jam, 81—Faith Demanded ........ e Heb. 11:6-13
Feb. 1—{Faith Exemplified .. .. Heb. 11:17-22
Feb., 2—Faith Exercised ....... ... Heb. 11:23-30-
Feb. 3—Faith Rewarded ..., Rom. 8:28-39
Feb.” 4—Faith and Works .............c.ocoorverervnne. Jas. 2:20-26
Feb. 5—Faith and Worry ............. e Matt. 6:24-34
-~ Suggested Hymns
The Gospel of Thy grace.
~ ~' Father, I stretch my hands to Thee. -
" Begone, unbelief! )
Pass me not, O gentle Saviour. -
Come, every-soul. .
Jesus, I will trust Thee. -
/
A WAR-SONG .
By C. H. Spurgeon . =

Forth to the battle rides our King,
He climbs his conquering car;

He fits his arrows to the string,
And hurls his bolts afar.

Convictions pierce the stoutest hearts,
‘They smart, they bleed, they die; .
Slain by Tmmanuel’s well-aimed darts, ~.
In helpless heaps they lie. .
Behold, he bares his two-edged sword, N
And deals almighty blows;
His all-revealing, killing Word
"Twixt joints and marrow goes.

e

Who can resist himin the fight?
He cuts through coats of mail.

Before the terror of his might
'The hearts of rebels fail.

Anon, arrayed iri Tobes of grace,
_ He rides the trampled plain,
With pity beaming in his face,
And merey in his train. -

Mighty to save he now appears;
Mighty to raise the dead,
Mighty to staunch thebleeding wound,
* And lift the fallen head.

Victor alike in love and arms,
‘Myriads around him bend;
Each captive owns his matchless charms,
- -Each foe-becomes his friend.

They crown him on the-battle-field, ~
They press-to kiss his feet; :
Their hands, ‘their hearts, their all they yield:
- His conquest is complete. )

None.love him more than those he slew ;-
‘His love their hate has slain;
Henceforth their souls are all on fire
To spread His:gentle reign.

but he will one day finally be de- -

-

Heb, 11:1-6. ° °




