
..... -. 

Pleading The Promises-po 3 
A La.nd To COruIuer For God-p. '7 

" 

English Bible Course-po 10 
, Priests Give R8ciug Tips !~p~ 13 

tbe ~llSp.tl.itntSll 
, , aub ' ' 

frntistan! ~bttn!m:t· 
Jlallaoriaecf cu ~ellOJlcf ':'._ Mcd'.' Po_I OlBce nepCDlJaeal. OIIa .. a ' 

, 

, . 

Vpl. 34, No. 41 
- .' . . 

130 Gerrard St., E.',. TORONTO" JANUARY 26, 1956 \ Whole Number 1757 

PRE'ACHIN,G TO SrN'NERS 
By C. H, SPURGEON. 

WESHA'LL always, I trust, as a church, cultivate an 
anx~ous desire for the conversion o'f aU who come 

within ou,r 'gates, yea, and Qf all who dwell around us. 
. Never, I hope, will you wish the pastor to preach so that 
you shaH be fed, careless as to whether 'siriners are saved , .' 
or not; nor 'Will you ma'ke yourselves into a snug corpora-
biOI). for purposes of profit andJ'mutual admiratiQ'n. We 
-long to see the weddi~g furnished with guests, and our 
Red-e,emer -seeing of the travail Qf his soul. The public 
ministry must not be confined to a part of 1he truth, 
for it sh'Ould reflect the 'whole counsel of God as f.ar as 
mQrtal mind can do so. It is my delight to preach the 
doctrine of elec't-ion, and, aU the other 'grand t~achings' 
which declare Jehovah's ,speci'a'l love to his chosen;, but 
at the saine time I have felt it to he my duty to preach 
the gospel to every ,creature. We know no other limit 
to our invitation than this, "Whosoever will, let, him take 
the'water of life freely." "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, ~nd he that hath no money; come 
ye, Ibuy, and eat'; '~ome, buy wine and mHk without money 
and without price." 

I have ,been amused lately with a story told me by a 
dear fe-llow-lalbourer in 'the gospel. One of his 'church
mem'bers came t'O 'him, and said that ,she 'Was going to 
unite herself with 'another churc'h,a church ,higher in 
~octrine, and less given to evangelistic efforts. "She said, 
"When you· preach th'e. doctrines of grace I am very 
happy; but when I hear you inviting sinners to Christ, 
my ,heart goes down into my shoes." "That is a, ,very 
sad thIng." 'said: the minister, "'put I cannot alter my 
preacl.!ing on that account, for I think you are wrong." 

_ Wben our brother me,t his 'people at the prayer-meeting 
in the evening, he told them what had occurred, and said, 
"I ca-nnot help preaching to 'sinners as I dQ; and even 
if more of you 'go, it wiII 'be the same. I s'haH preach to 
sinners as long as there are a'ny sinners left." Our 
friend. then went on to ~say that the mode of p.reaching 
among cer-tain friends reminded him of his school-h'Oy 
days. A boy had a nlce, rosy-c'heeked apple, which he 
tossed' up -in the air nefQre Qur friend's' eyes; and then 
he shouted to him, "Do you see' this apple?" "Yes." 

"WeH, now, take a 'good .IQok at it," replied the boy, "for' 
• that, ds your share 'Of it;" and, he' put it back into hi-s 

pocket. Another playmate ,pretended -to be more gener
ous, and said!, "Oh, give the.poof-fellow a'smell'!" Even 
his liiberality went no fu'r.ther. ,Have yoq never heard 
preaching of that sort?, "Here is a precious salv'ation! 
I hQpeyou sinners see how precious it is, for that is 
your share 'Of ,it." The minister ,puts the heavenly fruit 
back again into his pocket, and :the sermon is over: and 
this is called free-grace! 'T'he'most libera'l of thQs'e who 
dare not invite the 'sinner; try to 'give him a, smell of 
the gospel !by teHing' him of the peace and- joy which it 
~rings. Now, -When I am preaching to sinners, I feel 
inclined always to~beg everyone Qf them to put the gnlden 
apple in his pocket,for this c'hoice fruit of the tree of. 
,life may 'belong to -millions, and yet the 'Whole of it will 
remain for millions more. 'There is not a 'sinner in the 
worM' whQ is to ,be toid that ,he ,may not come to Jesus 
a'nd receive the whole of the hlessings of the gospel. 
What a 'blessing to ;have'a free salvation to preach as well 
as a f.ull salvation! At le~st, I feel -it to be so. Every
one must speak accord-ing to his light; hut while I see 
clearly th_e doctrines of distinguishing 'grace, I 'see' also 
the universa!ity qf the ~ospel command. 

Many years ago- I ,had a gQOO old friend,' who, 'like' 
myself, 'had a very sweet tooth for CalV1inistic d'octrine;, 
and I cannot dQ with any other doctrin~ any more than 
he couId. He said, to me one day, "'I love to hear you 
preach_the. doctrines of grace, hut I feel very uncomfort
a,hle when you are 'giving free "invitations to sinners; I 
feel as if I could, not sit in the place." I said 'to him, 
"Well, shall I give up inviting shmers in order to please 
you?" "No," 'he replied, ",by nQ -manner of -means; for 
about a month or two a,go my son..;in-Iaw, albou,t whom I 
was very anxious, went to hea,r yQur sermon, and you 
were very persuasive with 'sinners, 'and ,set Christ before 
them .most freely. I did not enjoy it at all; but when I 
gnt home I found' my 'son-in~'law in tears, and ,that ser
mon, 'by the bles!!ing of the eternal Spirit, 'brought him' 
to the 'Saviour. IT-herefQre I think you had better go on, 
in your own style, and' dQn't, alter your' preaching to 
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please a poor old man like me." I answered, "That is just 
how I feel; I would gladly. agree with you in everything, 
but I dare not try to 'appear consistent by leaving out 
one 'side of the truth." He .said . to me ,afterwa,rds, ''If 
I do not quite agree with your invitations to sinners, it 
is clear that God blesses them; and therefore I must look 
into the matter, and see whether I am 'right or not. You' 
hli\.ve declared the doctrines of' gl"ace, yet you have freely 
given the inv~tations of the gospe!";- and 1- 'hope, my dear 
sir, you wi!! fong· continue to preach what you feel you 
have learned in your own soul." I have foHowed his 
advice, and I hope to do the .sam~ as long as _ the Lord 
spares ·me. We shaH proclaim the doctrine of God',s sov
erei'gnty without toning it down, and electing love with
out any stuttering over it; but we shall have the other 
~~ . 

Those who differ from us,dn one direction ou,ghf also 
to ,remember that there' are others who differ from us 
on the other side. A sister has written to me saying that 
even if I do helieve in election she would not have me 
preach it. but 'keep it iii my own mind, and get comfort 
from it for myself: I do not know who the friend is. for 
s'he forgot to put her name to her letter; ibut I would Ilke 
her to knOlV that I cannot accept her -idea for a moment. 
I feel sure she does not expect me to do as she says, for 
if I did I should act like a Jesuit: I should say one thing 
and believe another, !1nd that be far from me .. T hope 
that, no earthly powe,r could bri~g me to do that; no, not 
e,ven an anonymous letter from a good la'dy. Everything 

. ,that I believe to be in, 'God's word' I shall preach, whether 
.my hearers accept it or not. It is to me a great com
fort that such nU'roibers do receive my teaching; 'and ·1 
never feel surprised when I meet with those who do not. 
I do not expect everybody to eat everything that' I put on 
the table. I may flavour a dish· with too much 'salt or 
too much pepper at times, but· your ~n .prayerful jud,g
ments will guide your, tastes. We must preach aU the 
truth,; and 'this one thing is certain, ,we shaH never give 
up loving the souls of men, or cea:se from try>ing 'to bring 
in the lost :f.rom the highways and ,hedges. We sh'all 
throughout Ufe ecno that blessed, call of our Lord JesuS:
"Come unto me, all ye that la'bour and are heav'y laden, ' 
and I will give you rest." Laibourers a'nd burden-lbearers 
!3'haU hear ,continually that graciou's word; and if .they 
do not come to Jesus, their blood: shall Ibe upon th~ir .own 
heads, for the invitation ds as free as the ;blessing is. full .. 
The gospel trumpet' rings out clearly over hill ,and dale. 
"The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, ICome. An:d'let him that is athi·rg.t come. 
And! whosover will, let him take the water of Hfe freely." 
We cannot make men come; that is the work-of the Holy 
sPi.rit; but we can. persu8'de ,them 'by the love of Jesus 
and by the terrors of the Lord. We can ,preach Christ to ' 
sinners if we cannot preach sinners to 'Christ; and we 
lImow that the Lord!s word! shall not return ,unto him 
void. 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS ~REET 

The pastor spo'ke at both services on the past Lord's 
Day. 'In the morn.ing his l;Iu,bject was "Deliverance 
Through Prayer"~ Three responded to the invitation-
two for salvation and, one for baptis-m. , . 
" In t~e evening Dr. Slade preaehed on '''rhe Most Suc
cessful Sunday Evening Church P,rogramme." Once more 
the Lord Jesus Ohriat was exa'lted'and the 'gospel clearly 
set forth. 
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·I.C.C.C. DELEGATION TO AUSTRALI.\ 

A!S OUR readers view these words, the delegation of 
, evangelical 'leaders 'sponsored, by the International 

,Council of Christian Ohurches will probably have arrived 
in Austra~1a. Led 'by Dr.' Carl McIntire, the .I.e.C.C. 
presiden't, the pa·rty als-o includes Dr. K. R. Kinney, 
Bu:rg~master A. Warnaar, Pastor. A. Ormeo, Rev. Tim
othy Tow andl Dr. H. C. Slade. Dr. Slade, who is pastor 
of Jarvis','Street Baptist Church I;lnd the chainnan of 
the~ Boa,rd of Directo'~s .of THE GOSPEL WITNESS will be 
relaying calble accounts of 's-ome of the meetings so that 
our readers, will have f.irs't..;hand reports of d~velopments. 

The purpose of this journey is to acquaint the Chris
;tians of Australia with the issues of modernism and . 
communism.. As these evangelica~ lea'del's hold their 
meetings in t.he southern continent, the ecumenical lead
ers, including pro-Communist Joseph' Hromadka of 
'Czei:hoslovaiki'a imd modernist Bishop BromleLOxnam of 
U.'S.A., will be .speaking in Australia's large centres in 
an endeavour to arouse 'enthusiasm there for the in
clu'8'ivist ecumenical program. At 'the invitation of the 
Bilble Union of Australia, the I.C.C.C. party has jour-. 
neyed 'there to bear witness to the historic' Ch:ristian 
faith. ' 

Press Time ,Note-The Christian Beacon, the weekly 
paper eddted hy nr. Carl McIntire, today wired a messa'ge 
to THE iGOSPEL WITNESS, telling of the arriva'l of the" 
I.C.C.,C. delegation in Honqlulu. At Los Angeles' the' 
group was interviewed by: three of the local ,papers. From 

, Australia :they have received 'word that wide open doors 
awa1t them. WatchT,HE GOSPEL WITNESS for furthe.r 
reports. 
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Pleading the Promises 
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shieids 

Preached in Jarvis ,Strellt Baptist Church, Toronto, Sundl;lY Morning,'April30th, 1933 
. ('StenogrSJPhlcal~y Repor.ted") 

"Put me !in remembrance: let us pIlead together: declare t!hou, :tiha:t thou mayest. 
be justified."--,Isaiah 43 :26 . 

. "I have set watchmen. upon. thy walIa, 0 J erusal~, whiclJ.. shaM never hold 1fuei-r 
peace day nor :might: ye ,that make mention at 1Jhe Lord, keep nQ.t SI'lenlCe, 

"ADd give !him no ,rest" ti:ta he :es~lilfu, and till'! he ,inake Jerusailem a 'Praise in 
the ear1fu."-ls.aiah 62:6, 7. 

I~ THE-BE verses prayer is reduced to very simple tale of our .s()rrows into His ear, even as a childl pours 
t.erms. It consists of putting God in remembrance, out her heart to. father or mother; but it does mean·that 

of reminding Him of that which He has' purposed and the Lord is not in need· of information respecting our 
promised to His .people. Nor do these verses monopolize state; nor does' He require instruction as to the bf!st 
the principle. You will ,recall that God said, to Noah,· way in which ou,r case may be relieved. So often have 
"I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall 'be- for a we heard people, pr.aying for the unconverted, specify 
token of a covenant between me and the earth ' . . and . exactly how the thing is to be done. The fact is, of 
the 'bow shall 'be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, course, no two .peopleare converted. in precisely ·the same 
that I may remember the everlasting covenant between way, though they a're s'aved by the'operation of the same 
God and every living creature 'of all flesh that is upon • prindple, -by the application ·of the same power. But it
the earth." To· Moses' the Lord said that if the people· is nol for us to dictate to God, and tell Him what He 
should tran8'gress and again should repent of thei,r trans- shall do. The very hai·rs of our 'head are' nun:tbered, and 
gression, and! confess -their ·sin: "I will remember my cov- . this prir,cip'le presupposes that God, has a plan for every 
enant vv.ith Jaco'b, and· also -my covenant with Isaac, and on~ Qf us, that the sovereign purpose of His grace runs 
also my covenant with Abraham will I remember' and I through every redeemed' life, an~ that the plan and· the 
will remember the land." When Nehemiah 'in th~ court 'purpose are disclosed to the view of faith in this w()rd of 
of Artaxerxes' prayed, he began his 'prayer 'by saying, . revelation. 
"Remem:ber, I nesE:!eeh thee, .. the word that thou com- fIt' is poss,ible for us to know something of what God 
mandedst thy servant Moses". When Hezekiah prayed de.sires to do for us, what. He has planned to accomplish 
for 'healing he began his petition with· a reque'st that in our Ilves. And if we are z:eally to ·praY'If!ffectively, 
God would' remember him. So that is' what it is .to we must be diligent students of His Word. We must 
pray: to remi:nd God, to be His remembrancers. And learn th~refrom' w·hat God wants to do. in the life of 
that involves, among many things, at least three: the every believer, ·so that we m.ay put Him in remembrance 
one 'limo prays must have some knowledge of that,.which of the things which He has promised to those. who trust 
God has promised, otherwise he cannot remInd Him of, in Him. ' 
His .promise. And secondly, he must be in a.greement with. There are th()se in oU'r day who' t.ell us that in the 
what God has promiSed,' otherwise he will not desire to light of the discoverie's of modern science the .princiil)es . 
remind Him of that which He has said ~e will do. And and the .practice. of prayer are really absurd. They tell 
then lastJof all, he must have some confide~ce in Him to us that 'all things a·re'reguJated by law; that nature's 
Whom his petition is addressed, and must ex·pect the laws a're fixed and: invariaible,/and that it is folly to 
exercise of His faithfulness, otherwise it wiII be useless pray against the inexorable. They say it is useless to 
to remind·Him of" His promis·e. pray against the laws: of her~ity, ~ If a man has in-

That is the si~,ple outline of our study thi-s morning. herited cer.tain tendencies those tend:encies will express 

I. 
We begin, then: 'THOSE WHO WOULD BE THE LORD'S 

REMEMBRANCERS MUST HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE OF HIS 
WORD, and of His will. for them as therein revealed. It 
is not the part" of those who pray to give. instruction to 
the Lord. There are people who seem to think the Lord 
is'in ne.ed of information. But ou,r Lord assures us that 
our heavenly' Father knows' what thing,s we have ne'ed of. 

.. "Who hath' known the mind· of the Lord? or who' hath 
been his counsellor?" It is not for. us to tell God· what. 
He should· do; we are only ·to remind Him of' what- He 
ha-s promised to do. That does not mean that we may 
not pour out our complaints before' Him, and! tell the' 

themselves in hi-s life. It is useless to' pray against the 
. law of 'gravitation, against the· laws of,light and of heat. 
Quite impossi'ble,' of course, that Joshua should have 
'asked God to delay th~ going down of the sun, and that 
. the sun should have stood still in its place! That would 
have put the whole world, anI} the universe, out of joint, 
and:, therefore, it could not ;be. Therefore, that part of 
-the Bible cannot possibly be' true. And so our scientific 
frIends, as l have ~bserved in some instances at lea,st, 
preach the doctrine of predestination as mercilessly and 
mechanically as any hyper-Calvinist you eVer met in your. 
life. Tlflngs are fixed, they are cast in a certain mould, 
and it is u-seless to pray: "or", say they "if pray you 
must, then 'let your prayers relate to that other realm of 

I 

, 
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which we have no knowledge. You talk a·bout a .!!I·piritual. 'so we '1!lust study the Word! to fin~ out what God -has 
realm. We don't know anything about the laws of opera- planned, for us. ,'" 
tion there, but certainly we ·know that in the realm or" the' ,Someti'nies if you pick up the newspaper, perhaps, from 
,physical an<Yof.the moral, natural law governs,.and no the .old Country, or. from the United IStates, or' one' of 
prayer can ·possibly avail to change its operation.". '. , our· .own ,papers you will see an 'advertisement to .this 

Now I <believe, properly' understood, the rev~iations of effect th'at if So-and .... So will cOIImlunica.te with' such a 
sciep.ce are 'to the very opposite effect. 'All t~at ~1.te ma~, firm of solicitors he will hear some news -to his advan
of scieI),ce does is to' di~cQver how, certain natural, forces tage:' , I heard,. of someb~dy who knew someone not very 
wor:k. He does not undertake to set in oPeration new long ago who received a letter from a friend in the Old 
'aws, nor' to suspend the operations of the' olM all that 'Coun"try.' and: that' ,friend in' the Old Land had' read an 
he does is t(), study 'his. book to find out how .these' prin- .adve:r,1.iseme!lt of this type in a Lon'don paper. The 
~iples operate in the natural realm, and how,they may·be lawyers did n()t know her addres,s. But somebody 

, utilized fOI:' human advantage. 'Science comes to us, and reading that knew the address of the per-son concerned, 
says, "You may put out your candle now for 'I. have dis- and cut out 'the ad:vertisement and sent. it to that person 
'covered other Sources of light by ~hicli ypur ho~ses aDd " 'in t,his couiitry, 'and when commu'nicatiou' with the solici- ," 
you,r streets'may he iUuminated." 'Science'does not say, tors was ~tab1ished it wa,g d:iscovered"that a'wealthy 
"I have made n'ew power, 'I have made new source's" .. man had .receritly d'ied, and, he had .bequeathed a large. 
All that she says is, "I have discovered existing sources, part of :his ,personal property, ,a gr~at deal of s.ilver, etc., 
and how these powers may be utilized." Science comes to. this particular, person, ,and his 'entire f()rtune' to an- ; 
to· us and tells us that the journey is too long fOJ: I,JS to. other perso~ for use during U~eir lifetim.e, and at that 
take-on foot, and the {'ood is too 'Wearis~me. She', tell~ us. perS9n's,death the for-tune, itself, was to 'go to the ·person ' 
that she has learned. how to substitute li'ghtning for' Who now was bequeathed the silver. What did this per
horses, an.d! how to harness great natural ·powers to hu- sond:o when she found o1l;,t t~at she was included in 
man chariots that we may make our 10urney with greater. ,someone',s . Will, a~d th!lt there was a I small fortune held 
speed, and with'a larger measure of comfort. And so in trus,t for her? She prayed.' How did she pray? She' 

. she c()mes to us in all wal'ks of, life,' telling us when we ju~t wrote a letter saying, "My Canadlian address is so 
are approac~ing the point 6f physieal. e]!:haustion, , how and· so. I am her!'!, and I understand that by· the will of 
we. may multiply ()ur power a hundredfold, 'h,ow the pro- Mr. So-an1-~ I am. entitled, to ,receive certain tqings." 
ductivity of the ea,rth may be multipli.ed by forces J:esi- .. She pray~a In acc()rdiance with the last will and testa
dent within the -earth, by. learning how the forces of meht of her decea,sed relativ~, and received the bene
natu,re operate. . .. faction to which she was entitled. . 

,So we might multiply illustrations. ,She comes to us, ,'Now thlll j,s the principle of prayer . We are' to learn 
for instance, and Ithe says, "There a're very .few yvise men what.is provided for us 'by the last. will ,and' testament of 
in the world, not very many true artists, not very: many Him Who is the 'Hei~ of all th'ings, to Whom helongeth 
,real musicians". And'so she has lear-ned to conserve, to all the, riches of this'world, and of-all oth'er world'S, And 
preserve. the wisdom of the wise, and how 00 .multiply bY,th!! study· of God's Word, and a familiarization of 
and, apply the ta'ste of the 'Chosen few, and the &kiU of ourselves with His promiseS, we shall learn what to ask 
those who know'somet.hing a:bout'the,realm of harmony .. for. ,I recall in this conI).ection a chapter of which 1 
,A.nd she says, "I, will tell you how you may have the wis-' am very fond, and, to which I come :ag'ain and again; as 
dom of the sages 'on your shelves, and the· taste of the to ~ well of-water, for ref.reshment.- You remember, what 
artist t'O decorate your walls, and the skill of the musician ·David .planned. 'to do-for God. He said to Nathan "I 
to fill your 'houses with melody." ,She puts at the com- ,dwell in an 'house of ced·ar, but the ar:k, of God d,welieth 
mand of the multitude the abilities of the few. We' are 'with~n curtains". 'In effect,. he 'said, "1 should like 'to 
taught how we may make use of all these things. But if build for God. an house. thab would 'be worthy of, His 
we are thus to substitute electricity for elbow grease, Name." Nathan. said to him, "Go, dO,all that j,s in thine 
and various natural powers for our own ability, ,then we ,heart; for the Lord is with 'thee. That is a very good " 
must have some knowledge of thes'e principles,' how they plap.." And then the Lord 'spoke to Nathan, .saying "You 
operate, ,and, how they ~ay be applied. to our profit, ," .. Qav~ 'giv!,!~ David tlte wrong ad~ice. I have never' aS'ked , 

That is just ~hat the Bible' tells, u,s. Science, ,properly David" or a~y()ne ,else, to build' an house. for Me. Go . 
underStood, is not the antagQIiist of revealed religion, but back to David,and, give him M~ 'words instead of yours,;' , 
its, handmaiden, which stands at the door of. the sanctu- And so Nathan returned to .. David, 'and! spake to him the' 
ary even to open -it wider for ou,r entrance.' Revealed wQrd' of the LGrd .. In effect he said, "Did-I !'!ver ask 
religion on the other hand tells us that it, too, has d,is- Moses 'Or 'Aaron, Joshua, or even my friend, Abraham, 
covered, a realm that is hidden from the natural v'iew. It ,-did I ever a,sIk anyone to 'build Me an house? WhY-do 
tells us there are r~sour~es of power, of lig.ht, of 'pleasu,re, you want tQ build Me an house? When I want a house " 
of joy, about ,wh[ch the natural man knows nothing I ,will build it, ,in My time, and in My way." And then 
and that if he studies this true .. book 'Of real science, He d'rew aside the curtain, .andi he showed David the long, 
he will learn' where these . reservoirs of power and line of His ,purpose'- almost like ,one 'pointing down the 
f 1 

• d h long road 'and .lending him a telescope and saying, "What 
o b essmg are, an,' how e may establish connection d t th d f 't'" A d h I k.:l, '~'h h 
th 'th th t t f "'h' JI I h b' . hed ' I() y()U see a e en '0 1 . " n as' e 00 eul" roug it· ereWl, a ()U 0 'Ii elr .LU ness ' e may e enrlC . D 'd 'd ",.r..;h 'b t th t' b' th I h ' . . . ,avl sal" v, U a IS I 19ger an ave ,ever 
, Nowhere does ,the Bible tell us weare to suibstitute dreamed of." And Nathan saiq, "The Lord teHeth thee~ 

~)Ur plan~ for God:'s. But ~s' we 'COme to aJ? understand- '1)hat he Will 'make :thee an house. What God, wants, David, 
mg of th~s Boo~. we ~hall flpd that God's plans are :better - is n()t that you !fhouJd. do S'OlXlething for Him, but' that 
t~an, ours: -. ~ceedmg abundantl~ a'bov~ a.ll,th,at. we can, you should. e~nse~t to His doing ,something for you. And 
ask or thm'k l'S the measu·re of their transcendency., And He is go"ing -to build you an ho·use. 'Th~ throne' of thy' 

-. 



January 2«';, 19~ 

kingdom shall 'be- establishedlforever·." . Then David 
humbled himself in the dus't, and' he said, "Thou hast 
spo'ken of tliy servant's house for a great time to come. 

· And ·is· this .the. manner of man, e· Lord God''!· And he 
.concluded hIs .... prayer by saying, "For thou, 0 Lord of 
hosts, God of larael, hast revealed to thy serva.nt, saying, 
I will build thee an house; therefore hath thy servant 
.found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee.": In 
effect he sa~d;, "I never wouldJ have dreamed it, Lord, in 
the wildest stretch of. ·my imagination. I should' never 
have conceived suoh a purpose as God has revealed to 
me. '. But the Lord has rev~aled: it to me. That is His_ will 
for me. Now," said h~, "do as Thou 'hast ~aid." 

.,. ,'oh, how often have we all found, as I have so fre
quently reminded yo~, that the ·prayer and study of God's 
wor4 are inseparwble companions! You cannot include the 

· one without including the other. And just as .the scien~ 
tist studies natu·re that he may learn how these forces 
operate, so that he may rela'te 'himself to them and! make 
use of. them for his profit, so ·are we to ~tudy thjs.d,ivine 
revelation of forces which operate in the spiritual world, 
so that we' may know what 'to ask God 'for, and pray that 
He may do as He ha's said. . . 

iII. 
,well. the next thing is that we must not only know 

whllt God has promised, but WE MUST BE IN AGREEMENT 
WITH THAT WHICH HE' HAS PLANNED FOR US. You would 

· not remind a man:of something you wan'ted him ·to fOl"get, 
would you? A man has' said a certain thing, and I have 
heArd' people say, "Well, I hope he won't r.emember it, 
and if 'he does not, I am not going. to remind him of it." 
But if he

l 
has -promised 'something to your 'ad'Vantage, 

.something·which you want him to do, you wiJI be quick 
to 'remind him of it, wiII you not? 'Then the question is, 
Do we want Go4 to do what He says? Are we' in 'love 
with the will of God' for us? Can we say: 

"I wors<hip Thee, sweet wi'll of God, 
And ailI 'l'hy waY\9' adore j 

And' every day I !-iva, I lon,g 
_ .To ~ove Thee more and more." 

If. w~ are to be the L~rd's remem'brancers, and to put 
HIm m remembrance of His promise, we shall not be con
tent with merely being resigned to His will, 'but we shall 
be positively in love with H~s will, and, desire that that 
will be executed, in us. I am aware that, in general, we 

.h:9l~ t?at ~s a theory. I do not suppose there is any. 
OhrlstIan man here who would be d·isposed if he could 
~o take hi~ life out' of the hands of God, and say, '~I ca~, 
plan my ·aff.ail'lS ,bet.te~ than 'God can" .. ·1 don't. believt! 
.thoat for a minute. You ·believe. that the wisdom of God 
is greater than yours, ,llnd that He can ,plan things for 
yo~ better than you can pl~.n for you·rsEllf. Don't yo.u 
thmk so? You know, I do not 'share the curiosity of some 

. . pe?ple, the 'Passio~ that some people· have for. tearing 
~slde the .vell of the future. A ,lot of things have come 
mto my hfe that I am"gladl I did. not Ree'in advance I· 

.am content to see just as much as the Lord, is pleased to 
reveal to me. I do not wan't to see any 'More.' . 

I am not ~ntereste4 in ciairvoyance, and 'the people who 
profess to know all about ;the future; I know that 'ff 
~d is pl~sed to reveal ·the.future to me He will give 
me grace to fa'ce the revelatlOn. But apart from that 
one day at a time is often one day too muoh, - just ~ 

__ l.. 
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little at a time, if you please! That is all that we can. 
endure. But we must. somenow learn this principle, that 
the wHf of 'God is ,best, not only in ·respect to the general 
plan, ;but to' all the details··of lif~ as well. And therein 
lies the difficulty of prayer: We believe that God has 
planned for us salvation with eternal glory .. Well and 
good, andl we believe 'that 'inl order to that eternal 
glory there will .h'ave to be certain discipline in life 
that will wOl'k out· for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory .. And. we a're ,glad enough of the 
result. But few of us are particularly in love with the 
intermediate process. We are anxioU!~ that the diam~)Dd 
should :be polished" but we do not like the idea of the 
lapidary's Wheel, the noise of it, or the feel of it either . 
as it cuts. 

Now let me point ~ut to you that it is folly "to pray 
to anyone who is not' albsolutely sovereign. Only as alI 

. things, pr~ent, future, here. everywhere, work out to
gether for good can we ,know what ultimate good is. 
One single exception to that universal "all" may neu
tralize the result, so as to make-an experience of absolute 
good; impossi:ble. And. so the little thin:gs of life, dear 
friends, are part of the "all things", and we must learn 

: to 'love the will of God in respect to these ·Iesser matters,' 
and to seek to know the will of God: in the little details 
of life, so that a step at' a time we can ta:ke the will 9f 
God, and, ·pray that God's will may be done even in the 
kitchen, in the office, in the shop, everywhere. . 

Again I say ·the revelations of 6Cience. so far·from dis
couraging the exercise of prayer, offer' us much en
courwgement.· You have all seen Niagara. What a mag
nificentspectacle it is! I never weary of seeing it. an-d 
hearing it. And we can make a NiaJ!'a,ra of the will of 
God; of the collective purpose of God, His sovereign power 
sweeping through human ihistory. And· we say, "It· is 

'splend'id, glorious." But Niagara may be an irresistible 
opponent. 'Science 'boas never yet produced an "engineer 
capable of stilling its flow or silencing its thunder. If 
you oppOse Niagara "it will destroy you. Science does not 
oppose it; science never tried to build. a dam to stop it; 
'but it ;bored a tunnel und{!rneath the Falls, and put a 
'turbine 'in to catch its torrent, and turn its wheels, and 
utilize its force. In olden times the 'Popul~tion in the 
country invariably followed the direction of tpe r.ivers'. 
You will find, that the early ~ettlements.in this country 
clustered a;bout the s'horea of the lake, and on' the vari
ous r,ivers; Why? Men learned, even then; though they 
did not call it science. it 'was just a little bit of common 
sense, but they learned, to drop their wheels into the 
·stream of power flowing by, that. they mig-ht grind. their 
grain and make floul",oand maike it ·possible for them to. 
live. . .... 

!Now listen: the lesson _of science is this - you can 
never ·profit by t'he powers of nature by opposing them, 
only 'by obeying them can you make use of them. And 
so, the man of science, 'whether 'in the realm of electric.ity, 
or chemistry, or .physics, whatever it 'may be, stands 
reverently as he lookS a't the operation of iflhese laws. And 
then he says, "I must relate myself to them. so that I 
can 'make use of them." Andi when he discovers that 
there is a iaw'in operation that will mini,ster healing, how 
he rejoicesto discover it. 

I heard of Banting working on 1Jhe problem of diabetes, 
and if I .'am correctly infor~med it was about three or four 
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o'clock in the morning. that he reached. his conclusion. 
But when he saw the op'eration of law in the human body, 
he ·said, "I 'know how to obey it now!" And out into the 
night he went, ,a'ndi jumped on his ,bicycle and away he 
went to the a'battoirs; in order to get the material for 
his experimentations, not that he might make a· new 
law, ibut he had' fallen in line with the operation of a 
certai,n law, i"nd ·he said, ",I know how to operate it." 

. . 
That is prayer: And let me tell you this, no p.uman 

will,. no combination of human wills in the. form. and 
fashion of the world!s .g,reatest empire, has ever. been 
able successfully to oppose ,God. Try it! The man, or 
nation, is swept to destruction. But ·let me. tell you, a 
little child can use God. Empires cannot oppose Him, 

. but little children can make -use of Him, and He loves 
to have His children make use ofc:lJim. jHe loves to put 

. -' . at the disposal of faith all the resources of Deity. And 
when you and I have fallen in love with the will of God, 

.,.. . b l"t / we can e leve I . _ . . 

III .. 
. An illustration occurs to me from the Old Testament .. 

There were ten men who appeared before a grea.t man 
.in Egypt. They knew who they were, and, ·he knew who 
~they were, but they did not know who he was.' 'J oseph 
knew his -brethren, but they 'knew him not: And when 'he 
began. to ask them questions, they were like men that 
were pulling the curtains· together, almost as though they 
had agreed .among themselves, as though they had said, 
"Now let it be understood among us there is one chapter 
in ou·r life'~' history that is forever closed. All that we 
diaresay about that. absent 'brother 'is that 'one is not'. 
Do not let anyone say any more." They told aobout the 
youngest ·brother at home; they told about the famine 
that prevailed, but· as for the other, they mer.elY Eaid, 
"One is not." That secret no one must know. Then ll.ey 
went away, and they came back again for. more corn. 
This time they had their youngest brother with them. 
And you remember they went away again, and a cup 
was found in Benjamin's sack, and they were all brought 
back to Joseph. Now they were under cond~mnation. 
The 'governor said, "Tile man in whose sack my cup shall" 
be found, shall abide as my servant for ever." And, then 
it was th~t Judah began to pray the high priestly prayer, 
P!lraHel 'to' the seventeenth chapter of John.. He told this 
governor all about conditions at home, but he spoke dif
ferently. He said,. "Thou saidest unto thy. servants, 
Bring ',him oown unto me, that I may 'set mine eyes upon 
him. And we 'said unto my Lord, The lad cannot l~ve 
his father: fo·r ·if he Mould leave his father, his father 
wou'ld' die. And' thou saidst unto"thy servants, "Except 
your youngest brother come down with you,-ye shall see 
my face no more." . And then he told them about Hie 
one w~o went from his father, and never came back 
again, and he declared that he never would 'go up to his' 
fatl.!er again without taking th,e ~ad with him. . 

The point I make is this: Judah's argument was the 
pleading of the word of the ,go.vernor, of which he ha·d 
first of 'all"been afraid. Thal" was' the' thing that filled 
them with .terror: W.h~n the Governor' said "Ye ~han 
no~ s'ee my. face, ~cept. your, b~otber b~' .~ith you" they. 
saId, ."What- shall we do ?'~ And for a long time. they 
tarried, and at 'last only dt"iven by famine did they come. 
And now the very word which they had feared.s~ much' 
·becomes Judah's sovereign- plea: "Thou saidst to· thy 
servant ... That is why we brought ,him.' if it had not 

, \. 

been for thy word, he never would have been here." And 
they found that the word tliey so much feared was thei,r· 
own salvation. 

,So always is it, my dear friends: 

'''Ye fearlul saJints, f,resh courage takel 
. The clouds ye sO'much dread 
Are 'biJg witih mercy, and wi:l1 break 

In blessmlgs on your head. 

"Judge not the :):.ol"d by feeM.e s'ense, 
. But trust Him for His 'gralCej 
. Behind a frowning providence 

He hides a S'llliUng face." 

We must accept 'God's word for us, the revelation of 
His will for us, not that we may 'be resigned thereto, but 
in the spirit of Him Who said, "Lo I come (-in the volume 
o~ the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, -0 God." 
Only, 'then,. as we have confidence in Him to Whom we 
pray will. it be profitable -for us to remind; Him of His 
promise. 

I remember having to deal WIth a certain man one 
time some years ago, who was in danger of bringing 
reproach ~pon the name of the church by recklessly in
cur,ring debts everywhere, 'apparently with no intention 
of paying. And so we insii:ltedl that if he was to retain 
his membership in the church he mu-st- go to those credit
ors and promise tlrem that at the earliest possible moment 
he would make an effort to pay. He lau'g'hed. We said, 

. "What are you laughing ~t 1" "Well,'" he said, '\1 have 
promised them so often that they no 'longer 'believe me, 
anq it would do no 'good to promise them again." . 

We are to receive God's promises as the ·promises of 
One Who never fails to impl~ment His word, an'd-com'ing 
to Him we ,have only to find certain things promised in 
the Book. 

Then we come to Him, and put Him in remembrance. 
Ask of Him that He will do as He 'has said, that which 
He has promi-se'd with His lips He will perform with His 
arms. .. \ . \' 

"There is an eye. that never sleeps, 
Beneath the wing of night; 

There is an ear that nevel" shuts 
W1hen sinks !:he beams of lig:ht. 

"There is an arm that nev~;:- tires 
When human strength gives way; 

. There is a love that never' faiols, 
'w:hen earthly loves decay. 

"That ey.e is fixed on seraph throngs, 
. 'rnlat· arm uPhalds 'the skies '. 

.That ear is fi1[ed with angel SODlgs· 
That love is throned on high. 

'''vh~re.Is a power Wihich man can wield 
men mortal aid is vain; 

That eye, that arm, that love to ·reaCh, 
That listening ear to gain. 

"Th:at power the prayer which soars on hig'h 
" ·Throug!h Jesus to the throne, 

A'nd moves !:he hand thaJt moves the world, 
- And brings salvation down." 

You have 'the power. Turn on the switch.' Let us 
actually be rich in Christ Jesus. 

How often do we attempt 'Work for 'God to the limit 
of our in,com.petency rather than to the limit of ·God's 
omni-potency. 

-HUDSON TAYLOR 

J 

t 
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A LAND TO CO'NQUER ,FOR" GOD 
THE bleak hours before any great .religious awa'kening 

have cer-tain defoinite similarities. At the very moment 
when it seems as though 'the picture is as dark as it 
could possibly be, God intervenes to bring about sweep
ing changes, t:ransform lives and to alter the whole face 
of things. Thus the Christian in the' midst of every cir
cu.mstance rejoices in the knowled'ge that God is 'still upon 
the throne and that "where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound'\ Civilization's blackest times present op
portunfti~s for rhe Lord to show His migh~y. hand. 

~. 
THE APOSTOLIC AGE , 

/-

As one reads the Acts of the Apostles, this becomes 
aQundantly clear. Judaism and the other religions of that 

. time were ,firmly entrenched although they were sadly 
corrupted. The mor-al condition of mankind as pictured 
in the first chapter of the book of Romans was probably 
an accurate picture of the Gentile life of that era. Upon 
this scene' of religious bigotry on the one hand and re
ligiou's in·difference on the other, came the Spirit
anointed and Spi-rit-j)il1ed ambassadors of the gospel. 
In-stead of complaining that their lot was cast in such 
a "time, they rejoiced iIi the privilege of being "th'e instru
ments throu-g·h which 'God was to turn the world upside 
down. Soon the decadent empire trembled beneath the 
marching feet of a few humble men who were determined 
to know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified .. 

In all the annals of ~istory, has .there ever been writ
ten a more thrilling accoun't of the g-reat accomplis'hments 
of seemingly orddnary men? Their environment did 110t 
make -them for, as we have observed, their environment 
'Vas such that it could 'only discourage even the strong-
hearted. The Lord· raised them a:bove their surround-ings 
and caused· them 'to see history and time in ·relation to 
eternity. . 

Whi-le others were content to trifle with sin, or to 
withd,raw from 'society to live some soli'tary life apart 
from their fellows, 'these ambassadors. of the Lord Jesus 

A'~ me with jeaious care, 
. As in Thy si'giht to live; 

And' 0, Thy sel'\"ant, Lortl, prepare 
. A s-trik:t account to give. . . 

Helip me to watdh 8Illd pray, 
And on'Thyself rely, 

And llet me ne'er my trust betray, 
_ But pres's ,to realms on 'higlh. 

, Paul's ~oly devotion and con"suming, zeal were typical 
of the -belIevers of that ,time Who knew what it was to 
'suffer for the sake of the gospel. Before them lay a 
world that their Master had commanded them to conquer 
in Hi,s aH prevailing Name; at thei-r disposal were all 
the resources of heaven. With such a simple and yet 
profound faith they confronted the age that looked so 
unpromising. Who would 'ha"e dared to pred.ict that they 
~ould emerge triu,mphant? :The marvel of history is that ' 
III the ~ace of the current of the age, 'they did conquer! 

Four Elements in This Success 

~ho would venture to say that ·any time has eve~ been 
so discouraging as the apostolic era? Lacking -influence, 
personnel, and finances, this intrep'id- Iband set out with 
an impossible task upon its hands. . Yet it 'Possessed at 
least four ather marks that made the conquest to be 
inevitable.' ' 

First of all, those pioneers who tread~across the page 
of the Book of Acts are' persons who have been saved 
and fiUed with the Holy Spi-r:it. As we read of their ex
pl~its we realize anew that they did nat live at a poor 
d'Yl·ng rate ·and that they were not content with being 
saved from 'a wraith to come. P·resent power for service 
was ,a real necessity or else their labours would only 
mock them. Unlike moderns, tiley could· not fa'll iback OIi 
past ga-ins to justify present stagnation. A per·petual 
walk with, ,God was needed- or else the .press of the 'World 
and the opposition of tpe age would over.come them.· 
Those to whom Paul wr.ote would undeJ;"stand, keenly the 
real impor.t of 'his' command in Ep'hesia-ns-"Be filled 
with the 'Spirit." For victory this was 'not optiona'l but 
essential . 

. Christ went out in:to th~ crossroads Of empire to beckon 
never-dying souls to look to 'a crucified Saviour. A Then, these ambassadors for Christ. had a God-given 
mighty compassion for men preventel! them from being vision o'f men that a·ge and all ages .. 'Ringing 'in their 
the 'd:is-interested- spectators who coldly watched the ears.~ere the last w§rd-s of their exalted Lord-"Ye shall 
follies of mortals. We read in the account of Paul's visit rece1ve power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
to the euUural capital of the world tha:t !'his spirit was· you: .and yEi shall·be witnes'ses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
stirred within him, when he/saw th·e city wholly given to and 10 all Jud~a, and· "in Samaria, and un'to the utter
idol-atry." Others may have regarde4 thissituatioil as \ most par~ of the earth." 
cause for speculation and philosophizing but not Pal.!-l! Despite human ,failings, they kept that g~at vision 
To such persons he mus't'hring the news of a 8-aviour and before them and. sought to see it {'e~ized. Th'e Book of 
a judgment to come., Let, the philosophers of Athens Proverbs declares that "where 'there is no vision, the 
spend their time, as db some- moaern ministerial associa- people perish." If the apostolic chur.ches had as little 

- tions, "in nothing else, but either to tell; or to' ~ear some vision as many '~odern churches, the .great work which 
new ,th'ing" bu't an apostle cannot so squander his mo- they' accomplished! could hardly have been started. But / 
ments. With Charles Wesley, he could declare: those who. were ·held captive ,by the Holy Spirit and who 

, had be,fore 'them a .vision could do nothing else but 
A charge to keep I have, advance." '. . 

A God to glorify, 
A never dying soul to save, Then we are' impressed with the implicit faith of the 

And fit it for Ibhe sky: apostolic. pioneers of the cross. Ta'lcing God- at His Word 

To serve the present age, 
My cilllinig to fuUn,-

o may it Sill my powers engage 
To do my 'Master's wm. 

they proved His promises to be true. Among the flaming 
evangelists of the era, a "higher critic" would have had 
a cold reception.,. while some of ·the cauti()us doctors ot 
div-iI;lity would have occupied a back seat. . Whenever' a 
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, 
believer 'comes to the place where he is prepared. thus '. we come to·a people who are "too superstitious" or. more 
to take 'God at His Word;,' things begin to happen!. properly "exceedingly religious". Bearing the name of 

IFinally, it 'Seems to us, that anothe!element in this 
. conquest is to ibe fo~nd 'in the apostles' adherertce to the 

divine program of. .evangelization. TMs is clQsely alli'ed 
with the considem:tion of their implicit' faith. in Christ. 
We 'realize that rnany will. dispute this PQint but any 
candid reader of the New Testament .becomes aware of 
the 'fact that, in o~edience to the Lord, the missjQnaries 
'Of that time saw the local church as an essential part of 
their prQgram and! 'that the work of evangelism was not 
complete until such a local assemibly was es:tablished. T·he 
type of evangelism which leaves CQnVell,ts to shift for 
themselves 'Or entrusts them tQ the tender mercies of 
a:nti-lOhris"tian organizatiQns is unknown in the 'Word 'Of 
~j . . 

The God of die Unlikely· 
If the .apost'Olic era" teaches us nothing else, it clearly 

demonstrates ,that God can move in to work mightily in 
the mQst unprQmising .moments and that He can use 
those wliQ frQm a human standpoint seem tQ be the most 
unJoiikely instru·ments; Still He lQoks for those' whQ would 
thus take Him at·His Word tQ see if He is faithful. 

, .... 
'II. 

''Christian'', they know not anything' 'of a changed life. 
or the power of G<>d! t:esting upon them. . ' 

Our prospec't !then at this. moment i·s one of being ·an 
exceedingly small minority in a land where modernism 
and Romanism nearly divide the land equally h-etween 

. 'them. . Yes; that is our present position and while we 
thus seem una!ble to cope with the present population, we 

, see the great' eXlpansion which Su.rrounds lis on every 
-side., Ganada is one of the fastest 'growing 'Of the west
ern powers and, is enjQying an unpreced'entea- HbQQm" .. 
'~ew suburbs, new towns ·and whole new cQmmunities 
-spring u·p aU around us and seem tQ tease us as we lQok 
uPQn....them and realize that we haven;t even managed .tQ 
reach 'all the older areas. If we were tb consult 'Our 'Own 
feelings we would! :be utterly overw1ielmed with despair 
and pessimism in the face of such devel'Opments. . 

'This seemingly impossible sit.uatiQn, hQwever, must 
challenge us to renewetl cQnsecratiQn and. vision. BefQre 
u~ Hes a land· tQ cQnquer' far" the' LQrd. . In the ·pages 
'Of the Acts of :the ApQstles we can see the blueprint which 
·must.be followed, if we expect tQ see victory:- . 

'First of all we must depend· more upon GQdl and knQw 
ID:ore of the presence and power 'Of 'the HQly Spirit. With 
this must come a vision of the great wOl"k in wh~ch we 

THE MODERN ERA are engaged and a l view of the expensive field that lies 
Increasingly we are made aware of the rna·ny similari- 'before us. Then with childlike faith; we are ca'lled tQ. 

ties which exist :between this· hour and the appstolic 'age .. ·take God' at His W Qrd a~ we 'gQ from place tQ place 
That there are; many su·p'erficial 'differences," no 'One evangelizing in the New Testamen't fashiQn,. leaving be- _" 
would deny and thafthere are several major differences hin!d' New Testament churches as local soul-saving 
is obviQUS ,but basically there is a great 'similarity which stations. , 
can either frighten us or challenge us. net o:thers despair if they wiH, but the -true servants 

'/CQntrary to optimistic 'impressions, the ·gospel. is not of GQd will decla:re with . Paul .:.:.... Hi can do all things 
making'mighty advances but rather heathendQm is larger through Christ which ·strengthen'eth me." With HudsQn _ 
today than -it has even been before. Then in those CQun- Taylor they wiH cQnfidently a:ff:irm., "Weare asked' tQ 
tries w~rich are 'denominated, as "Christian", the situa- do an impQssible task, but we wollk with Him whQ can 
tion is' not as promisin'g as some would have us believe. 'dQ-the impos.idible." . -
A large prQPQrtiQn' of "OhristendQm" is Roman Catholic ISuch words 'of eX'horiatiQri ap,d, encQuragement' win 

. and by no stretch 'of the imaginatiQn can that church be .. prQbably wa·rm the hearts 'Of 'Christians but our intent 
regarded as the custodian of the grace of God.. In the in Writing this ,has not been merely tQ prQviae a mQ

'major Protestant churches, too, mQdernism has made. mentary thrill nQr tQ raise unfounded hopes that the . 
such inrQads and achieve'ds'Uch conquests that 'Only SQme~ road ·befQre us is an easy one. M·r. OhJlrchiIl promised" 
'One iacking discernment could fail to see these ehurche!! the mQtherlanid and the cQmmQnweaIuh "blood, sweat and 

- a's legitimate mission territo·ry.. . ' . -tea·rs i
,. A sweeping spiritual triumph in 'Our land will . 

TQ the ,Ohristianthis. time does seem tQ be a discQur- . occasiQn at ,least ·sweat and, tears. ·ISAIGRIF.IOE wili 'be 
aging one a-s religioU's ind1ifference, false .religion and the 'Order of the day 'for 'all whQ truly des'ire tQ see GQd 
PQsitive 'immorality cQnfrQnt him. 'Indeed the hour CQuld ~Qrk in this. hQu·r. . .I 

well be the ·-.ji).cuibatQr 'Of pessimists'if we fa'iI tQ 'behold ISacrifice will 'be invQlved fQr those whQ Would labQur 
it throu'gh the eyes 'Of the .Lord. ~Of necessity, we. shal~ ,as leaqers in the wOllk 'Of the LQrd. ISome will be called 
proceed and confine' our remarks tQ our own fair land UPQn tQ fQ·rsake attractive employment and. 'security in 

. of Canada' but pro'bably these rernarlks will have ·a·. de~ order tQ give them-selves entirely tQ the'lahQur of t'he 
cided· applicatiQn ·elsewhere. . gOSpel. :Others WiH saer-ifice SQme 'Of this life's attrac-
. In this 'land eva~'gelicals are a very -small ~inority.. tions as they labour in prayer: . Still others wilJ he eaHed . 
Let us ,~ mQre specific and speak of· evangelical 'Ba.p~ UPQn tQ sacrifice :their m.ean.s in 'Order that the ,gQspel 
Us'ts 'Or, as we ·prefer to think, New Testament Chris- may be adyaricetl. Jus't during the past week we heard 
Itians. .Scatte're:d acrQSS the dominion 'are a few evim~' frQm a lady who .wrQte in to jQin the DQllar~A-MQnth"'" 
gelical &iltis't c1).urches bllt they are so few that 'One IOIUib 'and thus have a part 'in erecting new church build
must bQW the head in shoame. 'Nea:rly every town,. village ing·s in strategic·areas. She told 'Of receiving an 'Old age
or 'hamlet has its. community church where .once the gos- pensiQn and said that she w~mdered' hQw, wi:th such a. 
pel was pre.ached but thousands, yea Itens of ·thousl:lnds, m~gre . income, she could. pos'silbly assist in this gg'spel 
of such places have no ·gospel testimony. work Finally she decided to s'top 'receiving the daily" , 

What makes the situation even-mQre d'iscoura'ging and ,'paper ·inQrder to 'have her part in .piQneer wQrk in the 
therefore dhallenging to ·the ·seT\l'anit of IGQd .is the fact dQminion.· _ 
that these mQdernist churches have led mIniQns. to be-' .' Those whQ are 'Christians shQuld ha·rdly shrjnk a.t the 
Heve that· they are' secure when in reality ,they are on.' thought 'Qf sacrHiice, for their" h'ope fQr eternity rests 
the broad toad thait leads to destruction. Thus, like Paul: upon the' sacrifice of Another. The/contemplatiQn.Qf the' 
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multitudes in our own .Deminion who. have never heard 
the gospei shou'ld surely move us to go out in' obedience 
to the lJo.rd in an en'd'eavour to maJke 'Christ known in 
communities, large and small. 

LErt us seize this hrief h'Our of challelige and seeming 
hopelessness and put ourse'lves in the place where we 
can be used to conquer this 'Iand 'for God. 

BOOK REVIEW 
BIBLE BkPTISIJ.V[---"THE ROMAN CHURCH AND THE 

BAPTISTS. (A Historica·l Research) by. Dr. J. B. 
Rowell of Victoria, B.C.; 30 pa'ges; 35 cents per copy 
o.r 3 for $1.00-may be obtained directly from the 
author, 2()56 Hampshire Road, Victoria, B.C., 
Canada. 

Dor. Rowell, ,the pastor of 'Central Baptist Church in 
Victoria, .has writ 'ten a valuaJble booklet on the sU'bject 
oJ Bibl~. baptism. In add~tion . to a brief 'exami'nation 
of the .scriptures, the booklet contains a number of quo
tations fron: prominent Roman !Catholic and P·rotes'tant 
scho·J.ars and historians'; these are- augmented Iby some 
declarations of the early "chuTch fathers". 

Unless the min'd' ,is entirely closed on this matter, every 
reader of :thi·s boo'klet will' be 'sti·rred. Those who have 
been .'persuaded from the Word' oJ God that scriptural 
·baptism is the immersion of believers in water, wjll re
joice to see that this ,point is conceded by most historians. 
Those who hold-to infant ·s:prinkling wiH see ;that their 
eherishedl practke 'has no scriptural 'foundation but rests 
u'pon the s'haky basis of 'chureh t:radition (yea, very re-
~ent ch urch. trad,ition !).' . 

The fact 'that l·he wO'l'k is only 30 pages in length 
should encourage all Christians to read it. Unhesitat
ingly, we give·the booklet our highest commendation and 
pray that it will enjoy a wide circU'la1lion~ 

GREAT MISSIONARY RALLY 

'Thursday, March· 8, will ibe the date of a great mis
sionary 'raUy isponsored hy The Conservative' ReguIar 
Baptist Association of Canada in Jarvis Street Baptist 
Ohurch: Come along. and hear 'accounts . of the hand of 
,God in the work of the gospel. 

9bedience is theone qtiaHfication for further v.ision .. 
--.JG. ,CAMPBELL MORGAN 

. MY COVENANT 

Who Pays the Bill? ", 

FROM Canadla's Northwest 'Ter·ritories comes word 
tha,t- the Roman Ohurch ,is interfering in the educa

tiona.l program. In two places' :there, Fort SimpsQn and 
, Aklavik, the Roman Catholic students are separated from 

the other pupils in order that they may receive sectarian 
instruction from their church"s repres~n'tatives. '.Phis 
situa"tion came to light when two' members of 'the North
west Territories ·Council' expressed, their opposition to 
what is rightly described as "segregation". The TO'ronto 
Telegram of J'anuary 21 carried the s'tory:- . 

OPPOSE SEGREGATION IN N.W.T. SCHOOLS 
Ottawa, "Jan. 21-(CP)-The: Dominion Govemment's 

practice of .segregating .J~oman Catholic /alnd Protestant 
children in sehools In the Northwest rrerritories has been 
condemned by two members of the N.W.T. Council. 

'11he practice was described as improper yesterday by 
John Parker, Yellowknife lawyer, and by !Commissioner 
L. R.lNicholson of the RCMP, who said they were opposed 
to Roman Catholic and ,protestant children being taught 
in separate rooms ,in some sChools by teachers· of' their 
own faith. 

"It is IDOt right to divide children ,on religiolls grollnds; 
nobody can defend this practice as making any sense from 
an educational point of ,view," Mr. Parker insisted. . 

Commissioner Nicholson, am. 'appointed cou'Oeil member, . 
said he shares Mr •. Parker's.misgivings. 

J. W. Goodall, Fort Simpson pastmaster, said h'e is not 
entirely·satisfied with the new policy. 

Mr. Parker said /the iGovernment day school ·at Fort 
Simpson, about 350 miles west of Yello"knife, has two 
rooms - one for Catholic studenlts and the other for 
Protestants. 

R. G. Robertson, commissioner of the N.W.T., said there 
will . be segregation only at Fort" Simpson· and Aklavik 
under the new system. He said this represented a com
pro~ise. The majority of children at the ,two poilllts were· 
Catholic 8II1d their religion provided for 'l'eligious instruc
tion in grade school. 

:If this account 'is cor.rect, then are we to understand 
that an the taxpayers are required·to pay· for this dupli
cation?.Is it not reasonable 'to as''k ,that, since "the govern
ment is .providing ad'equate facilities 'and teael1ing; those 
who dlesire to propagate a sectarian prog.ram should' also 
,be .required -to. pay the biIl? All 'the information that 
we have at the moment on thi's matter is what is con
tained iii. 'the newspapers but there is visible in ·t!lilil one 
instance the same 'Po'Hcy 'th'at Rome seeks. to employ 
wherever she sees the ·posS'i'bility of success. We trust 
that 'an alert public_and conscientious officials will ·P.ut 
a !jtop to this pu:blic-supported sectarian educational pro
gram. 

DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB 
Desiring to have a vital part in the work of the furtherance of the Gospel, . 

I hereby pledge one Dollar per month, to be applied to· the churcIi Exlension 
Lo~ Fund o~ The Conservative Regular Baptist Association of canada. Thjs. 
money will be loaned out to deserviJlg causes Ito assist in ,the erection of suitable 
places of worship. (Matt. 28:19, 20). . 

N",. ... , ...................... , .................. : .................................................. , ...................... , ..... : 

Address •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• L ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Note: Please 'forward one. dollar promptly the· first of each· month. Such· consideration WiIi 8ave extra office work. . 
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TORONrO BAPTIST SE'MINARY 

By DR. C. D. COLE" 

January 19th, 1956 

A SELF-SEEKING MINISTRY 
Philippians 2: 19-30 

WHILE a prisoner in Rome the apostle Paul was 
seized with the feelipg of unusual concern for the 

. chureh at Philippi. He seems to have had a forebodJ·ng 
of impending danger to their faith, and being unable 
hims'elf to go, to them he makes a search among the 
-breth.ren who are with him at Rome for a man to' send 
to them to step into the breaeh and save the Philippians 
from the impenddng attack iI,pon their faith. And when 
it 'became evident that Timothy was the only' ma.n with 
him willing andl qualified for th!,! tas'k, he laments the 
situation :by saying, "For I ·have:.no man likeminded, who 
will naturally care for your ·state. '~or, all seek their 
own, not the things which are·Jesus Christ's." " . 

Up to thi-s pojnt, the dominant idea in the epistle is· 
that of consideration of others. Paul had admonished 
the Philippians' to do nothing through' strife or vainglory, 
but· with lowliness of mind esteem other better than 

. themselves. We have previously observed that a better 
rendering of tbis ma'kes it mean that each one of, them 
was to put other,s above him'self for helpful consideration 
and: loving a'ttention. T.he Lord Jesus IChrist has 'been 
set forth. as the sU'preme example of such a principle'. 
Oui of consideration for others, He left the heights of 
heavenly glorY for the d:epths of earthly woe and shame. 
That He "might consider U'8, the Lor~ Jesus Christ con
sidered not Himself. He came not to be ministered unto, 
hut to minister, and to 'give H~s life a 'ransom for many. 
And so Paul wants the PhiI'ippians to have the mind of 

. Ohrist' and seek to minister rather than to be ministered 
unto. This beautiful Christian spirit finds il~ustrations in the several characters that are to come ,tefore us to
night.There was a mutual concern in w~ich each gave, 
priority· to others. ' .. . 

. Mutual. Concern and Sympathy 
To begin with, th!! Philippians out of consideration for 

Paul, as a prisoner in Rome, sent Epaphroditus as a mes
senger with' a love offering' to help him meet his per-

, sonai. necessities, and tQ render what personal aid he 
could give' beyond that of money. Then out of considera
tion for the Philippians, Paul was will!ng to '.part with 
Timothy,that he' might go to them in the fulness of the 

blessings of tJ,e gospel. And out 'of consideration for 
Epaphroditus, 'when the Philippians' heard that he' had 
been ill but had heard nothing of his r.ecovery, they were 
filled with great ·distress. And out of CQnsideration for 
the Philippians, Epaph-roditus; when ,he knows tha.t they 
have heard about his sickness, is filled with heaviness 
and longs to' return to Philippi. And out of considera
'tion for the Philippians, Paul sends Epaphroditus at once 
that they might rejoice at seeing him a'gain', and tells 
them that their joy would make him less sorrowful. 
And out of further consiiferation for the Philippians, 
Paul tells them that he will find comfort in hearing good 
news of their state. It is a picture of mutual love and 
,sympathy, W.hat 'a society when everybody vies with 
everybody 'in taking ~!lre of , everybody in the name of the 
Lord: Jesus Christ! 

But that is not the whole picture. That is not the end 
,of the story. There a're other characters who are intro
duced. All the people around' Paul were not unselfish. 
.AIl were not of such a lovely spirit. There wer~ selfish 
men amQng them. They were prethz:en, an,d :liney join 
Paul in the closing s'alutation where he s_ays, "The breth
ren· which a're with me 'g.reet y-ou." And yet- Paul says of 

·them; "For all seek their own, not the things which are 
J.esus' Christ's." 

I. 
The Selfish Preachers (20,21) 

Our attention will fil'St be given to 'these self-se~ki-ng 
preachers. Who were they? We do not.know, for Paul 
does not name them.; he only briefly d'escrihes ,them. 
N ea.rly every interpreter is sure that Luke ·is not one'of 

-them., ' I quite agree, and I would alsQ except Titu~ and, 
'possibly' other names that are familiar. Luke and Titus 
and 'other 'brave souls must have been away from Rome 
in other Christian service. How did Paul "know that 
tlaese 'brethren around him were self-seekers? I am sure 
that it was not by direct l;evelation' frQm the Lord. He. 
must have . known them throu'gh the experiences he had 

. with them. A sure way. to know a man is to associate 
with him. Live with him, taJ.k with him, work with him,. 

, counsel with him, and! you will know him. I.t is not too 
much to ,!!uppose that Paul ~sked for volunteers to go 
to Philippi to care for the state of the Philippians. He 
seemed to be aware that there was impending danger 
facing their faith in .cprist Jesus. AI),d he was concerned 
about this. In the nex-t ehapter, he tells them to beware 
'of dogs, of evil workers, of the concision party. This 
suggests that he expected the Philippians to be harassed 
and troubled 'by the Judaizers which up to t'hi·s time had 
not been very prominent in Phiidppi. .' . 

A Call to Arms 
Paul's call was a call to arms. And nobody volunteered 

but Timothy. Nobod~ else was ready to fi'g.ht the good 
fight ,of 'faIth. T~es'e brethren let Paul down, just as 
the inhabitants of .Meroz failed Deborah and' Barak and 
would not come up to the help of the LOrd. against the 
mighty. SOInebody must go to Philippi. And nobody is 
willing and fit to go but Timothy, ' Nobody else had any 
heal;t for the ta·sk. And this seems to have been dis
appointin'g to Paul 'for he hated, to give up Timothy at 
such a time' of crisis in his own life. But to Paul the 
cause of Christ at Philippi was mo.re important than his 
personal interests. And 'so to Philippi, Timothy shall go, 
just as soon as it becomes more ~pparent what the fate 
of the a·postle will be. 
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Paul the Ready 
The apostle Paul' was ready for any alternative. 

. Martyrdom may come soon.' If it comes jt will be wel
comed without a murmu,r. If he lives, he will send 
Timothy. Understand.ing his words, from the standpoint 
of the time of the reading of the epistle by the Philip
.pianoS, he' hopes t() send 'Timothy soon, almost immedi-

• ately. And he trusts that he himself will come shortly. 
And Epaphroditus vdlI already be with them. Paul was 
always read,y for ~my event. He never 'knew what would 
befall· him ':but nothin·g ever took htim, by surpris.e or 
came on him as a shock. He lived constantly conscious 
that ~iis times were in the hands of the Lord. He hopes 
in the Lord, and trusts iit the' Lord, and, anything the 

.... Lord' does or allows others to do is well.,pleasing to him. 
What resi.gnation! How rate eVElD in Paul's day, and 
much. more in ou,r day. . . 

Now back to these self-seeking ministers. Somebody 
has said that this does not 'sound as tbad in the Greek 
as it does:in the English. It-can hardly be thought that 
these preachers had no interest at all in Christ, for then 
they would not be recognized as IChristian brethren. But 
their interest was not sufficient to make them undertake 
the long and hazardous trip to Philippi. They were 
half-hearted. They had divided interests. Their interest 
was not suff.icient to make them walk into a fi'ght. 
T·hey did not feel that they were fitted for the work at 
Philippi. And' in that, they were right. They must h~ve 

- persuaded themselves that they could do :better work at 
Rome '.with PautThe situation 'was not sO bad at Rome 
just then. Paul enjoyed much freed()m and these brethren 
were allowed to visit him and labour with him. And so 
they would rather work at' Rome than go to Philippi. 
Paul's case in cou·rt had taken a most hopeful turn and· 

. they were not hazardiD¥ so much hi. labouring with him 
at R.ome. I am su,re that. they justified themselves, in 
their reluctance to go to Philippi, at the bar of their 
own conscience. And I am just aoS sure that 'Paul did 
not urge them to go. 

lifo Task for a CowarCl 

/ This mission called for full devotion to Jesus Christ. 
It waoS no task for a coward. These men were not bad 
men, neither were they heretics. 'They 'knew the truth •. 
but they did not want to contend for it in the face of 
Judaizers. They were brethren, but they had not yet 

, joined the army of Christ at all. They had. their own 
interests to consider. They were thinking of themselves 
and not the cause of Ch,rist at PhHippi. They were not 
p].ltting the spiritual welfare of the Philippians above 
themselves for consideration. . 

Now for per-sonal reasons, Paul wanted to keep Tim
othy with him. Bb,t for the sa·ke of the cause at Philippi 
he dtecides to part with 'him. And with a heavy .heart the 
great apostie says, "F.or I have no man lik'eminde!i, who 
will naturally care for your state. For all seek:· their 
own, not the things which are Jesus Onrist's." If the 
heart interest of all- preachers' today cou.Jd be ,photO
graphed ·and thrown on the screen, I ",.onder if the sig·ht 
would: not be shocking,' even d1is'gusting. If the 'heart
throb of many of us in the m~nistry could 'be fully re
vealed, I expect we would 'be ala·rmed. How few men in 
the world have ever so completely abandoned themselves 
to the cause of Jesus 'Christ as d:id the apostle Paul.. 
A self-seeking ministry is sickening, but I expect it is 
a common sight if all the truth . could be. known. 

II. 

I The Mission of Timothy (19, 22.24~ 
This brings us to consider the mission of Timothy. 

To read about Timothy is l~ke a breath of fresh air. 
He was a notable exception to the common run of preach
ers surrounding Paul at tI:!at time. Of all the preachers' 
in his company', he was the only one fitted for the mis
sion to Philippi. T-imothy had no natural fitness for 
such a task. He had a timid soul in a 'frail frame. Physi
cally, he was sick much of. the time. Naturally he was 
timid and nervous and easily discouraged. And Paul 
found)it necessa·ry on occasions to urge him to stir up the 
gift that,was in him, and not to be ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ, or of him as a prisoner. Paul would u·rge him 
to be strong in the grace that is in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to be a partaker of. the afflictions of the gospel.. 
But' ·Timothy was a man of God, a man of unfeigned 
faith, and, 'a man of deep devotion to Jesus Christ. He' 
was unselfish ·in his s'oul, and would seek no selfish end·s . 
when he w!ant to P·hilippi, but would have a true, genuine 
'concern for the,i.r welfare. . 

Timothy's Relation to Paul 
, Now Timothy had a fitness for the task at PhiJi.ppi 
-by virtue of his relation to the apostle Paul. He was 
converJed under Paul'oS 'Preaching and was tra.ined by 
Paul. He was not only the spiritual son of Paul, but 
Paul was his father in the ministry. The language that 
Paul uses in various places in which he calls him "son", 
'Imy own son", "my beloved son", "my dearly b'eloved 
son"; shows the affection that Paul had for this young 
preacher. In his conversion, Tjmothy so completely pass
ed under the formative influence of the gr~at apostle 
that there was a kind of natural assimilation to him of 
what Paul was~interested in and cared' for. The features 
of the father weril repeated 'in the son. It would be the 
natural thing for .Timothy to ca·re for the Philippians. 

TiI~lOthy'S Relation to the Philippians 
And then, Timothy wa-s also fitted for the miss'ion to 

PhiH.p,Pi by virtue of his relation to the Philippians. ·'But 
yeo know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, 
he hath served: with me in the gospel." Timothy was with 
Paul at the founding o'f the church at Philippi. and had 
at least on one other occasion accompanied Paul on a 
visit to the PhUippians. He had served under Paul 'as .. 
a son with the father. And we have here a fine example 
to the young preacher who serves under his senior. 
'J,'oimothy had; the confid'ence of the Philippians, without 
which no man can. serve his people. Whenever a church 
begins to question either tl,te character or the courage 
of their pastor, he is finished, so far as rendering any 
service to them is concerned. And the sooner he goes, 
the better it ioS"for !bim. and·for them. A man must have 
the confidence and the esteem of his people if he is to 
serve them. And because of 'his relation to. Paul, ana his 
devoti'on to Jes'us 'Christ, and· his. acquaintaJ;lce with the 
Philippians, Timothy would have a deep .concern for the 
state of the PhiJi;ppians. 

The Apostle Paul and Dr. Shields 
In my meditations preparatory .to this hour, I was. 

made to think of many similarities between the g.reat 
apostle to the Gentiles and our own beloved Dr. Shields. 
They had similar e~periences with their associates and 
friends. Gifted with lea derS'h ip, both of them gathered 
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. 
around! themselves other men, particularly young mel), Jesus be'gan His ministry in the same territo,ry where 
a's tliei,r helpers. Like all g·reat men, they "both ·had the Johln was preaching and baptizing 'apd their work was . 
faculty of 'attaching others to themselv:es. And in their contemporaneous for a-while. And one day some fo~ks 
associations, both of them had! their joys and their griefs. came to John the.'Baptist to remind him that the Person· .. 

. When 'Paul faced· a crisis alnd had io' depend, upon- his he had been bea·ring witness to' 'was now baptizing and 
helpers, he was disHlusionedand. 'aIso disappointed .. But the orowds were flocking to 'Him. They expected the jeal
some of them rema'irie.d a joy to his heart and a consola- ousy of John the Baptist to be aroused. ,&ut his ,reply 
ti'on, to h~s dyihg hour. .'So it was with Dr. Shields. revea'Is a marvelous spirit of self-a:bnegation. . Why he 
· He had his disappo.intments· but was not without· cause says to them, You have' aI-read,y heard me say: that I am 
for rejoicing un:to the very end!. - Dr .. ShieldS must have not the Oh:rist, but I am sent before Hi-m. He that hath 
loved Jarvis :Streetsomewh'at as 1?aul loved Philippi. _ the 'bride is the bridegroom; an& the' friend of the bride
W'hen Paul. could not go to the aid of 'his beloved Philip- g·room is always happy to hear the voice of the bride
piansand 'had to depend Ulpoll so'me'body else to go, he groom ;- and thus my joy is fulfilled,. Arid he epitomizes 
met with disappointment. But'he had a man upon whom the truth in'a sing,le statement, "He must increase, hut 
he could fall back, in the ;person of Timothy, a tried I rou,st decrease." That is 'the spirit which _ ought to 
and trusted lieutenant. And so it was with Dr. ,Shields:, characterize the' min~sters' of Jesus IChrist. John 'the 
When he realized he c.ould carryon no longer and :had to Baptist was willing to, recede that Christ might proceed. 
dependl upon SOIneibodY else, he had, in the person of He was willing to 'be iittoredl that Ohrist mi'ght be ~rom
Ha·rold Slade, a·man upon whom he could depend, a man' 'inent and occupy the limellight. He was willing to be 
who had served as a 'son with 'the father 'in the gospel. forgotten that 'Christ might he z:ememhered. 'He was 
Who could know hetter than Dr. Shields who had served willing to sink if 'Christ might rise. He was willing to be .. 
unselfishly and uncomplainingly without· any pers~nal nothing 'that Jesus Ohrist might· 'be . everything in the 
am'biti'Ons? Who could. know better than nr. ~hields md hearts and the' lives of the' people. 

HI. 
t'he deacons" :board who would naturally care for .the 
state of Jarvis Street? Who could kIi'Ow beUer than they 
Who would Ibe bold' and uncompro'mising in. the time of The Work of Epaphroditus ,(25.30) 
temptation? Who could know better than they whom Now just a few words about Epaphroditus and his 
to recommend 'to Jarvis Street.~ "Wisdom is justified . mission. E'paphrod'itus is one of the less wt:!lI known of 
of her child'ren." I could carry the an~logy ~m. further . Paul's f,riends and associates. All we know about him 
but not a's far as you can, ()r as far as' you will. . is what -is said about him in 'the ·passage 'before us. HIs' 

The D~lortion of Nature: ' n~me means lovely, and he wore the name. with hecoming. 
'Selfishness. is ahno.rmal when you tli'~nk of the man honour. Bilt i't was a common 'name/and' many people 

God -mad'e. God never created a selfish creature. God wore it in his day. only to di.sgrace it. We are told that 
made a man who could! love Him supre'mely and his' one of the dictators assumed· this n·ame. And it had an 
neighbour as himself. ·But sin came in and made' of heathen origin. The name w~s !!vident.Iy deriyed .from 
man a selfish creature. Selfishness is the distortion of, the heathen goddess Aphrodite: E;paphroditus was a 

· numan natu'r.e. Selfishness is contrary to the very law' member of the church ~t Philippi, and some think he was 
of nature. Take theS'e bod~es of ours as an example' of the ,presiding Qis'hop. Others think perhaps he was one 
unselfish consideration among the -members... The hand of the deacons. But: he was the church's messenger to 

- 'Paul with.'a love offering. 'And when he came to Philippi 
will instinctively and unselfishly ward off:tht:! blow that and delivered' the .money to·th·e apostfe, !he did,.not ta'ke 
is aimed at the head: and particula·rly the ·eyes. .These 
feet .of ours 'do not have to :be coaxed, to ta:ke us out of the a -chair and consid'er his work done. He plunged, into - . 
range of fire when a "gun fight i's going on near us. Let missionary labour and worked: with such· enthusias~ that' 
an 'infection come on the a,rm. Does nature sit down and he hazarded hlis Hfe _and hecame lll. And Paul writing. 
-say, "'There is nothing that can· 'be done about it. -The to the Philippians said, "Ue 'was truly ~iC'k, sick nigh 
infection cannot he s:topped." Why, on the contrary, unto death." - . 

the white corpuscles. (nature'~ stanlidng army\of defence). P·aul. in writing about E;paphrodilus calls him "my 
ru·sh with reckless ahandon to the place of infection and'· 'brother", tQ indlicate the· fellowship· anil the love and 
die by the miIli'ons 'in an' effort' to rep-£il the invading sympathy that existed ·between them.' Nobody can know 

· army of germs of death.. The pus that we wi,pe off what tender ministrations were his' to Paul. .. He must 
after the battle is over and the victo,ry is won ~s made up have performed hundreds of little offices of' love and 
of the corpses of the white corpuscles whi~h have un- sympathy for the apostle. As a brother, he shared -Paul's 
selfishly sacrificed: their' lives for us. . Selfishness, I sufferings 'andl. did whatever· he could to make them 
repeat, 'is contrary to .the very law of- nature. God did lighter. Paul also re'fers to him as '''my coinpanion_~in_ 
not make a selfish man. :Sel't"ishness is a sin in.any,body labour:', to si'gnify the common work in 'which' they were 
arid especially in preachers, who profess to be the min- - enga'ged. Let- us remember that 'Paul, though a prisoner 
isters of IChrist. iA self-s'eeking ministry i-s acontradic- in Rome, was also a mi'ssiona'ry in Rome and that he 
tion in terms. The word minister means a servant, and carried ona'mission wor,k'i'n the,city, and when 'Epaphro
a man who professes to he c.aIled as a minis'ter of Christ d1itus joins .. him he joins him in missionary endeavour. 
-is d'eclaring that he is a servant, and a s'erVant must he And' therefore Paul speaks of him as; "my companion in 
unselfish. Paul 'in wri.ting to the 'Corinthi'alns said, "We. ·lahour." Then the apostle also ·spea:ks .of him as "my 
preach not ourselves, but IChr.ist Jesus the Lord; an'd'our- feHow'soldier", to signify the co~mon perils and suf,.· 

· selves. your servants: for .f esus' sa:ke." John the Baptist ferin.gs of gosp.el work. ,One may recall 'the words' of' 
once preached a great ser,mon in very few words. After Martin Luther 'before the Emperor and bis 'Diet: "My 
a brief spell of preaching to 'the crowds, h~s popularity conS'Cience is captive to the W ord= of God. I cannot and 
h~gan ·to wane and the ~rowds left him never to ·~eturn. will not recant anything, for to 'go against conscience i,s: 

;' 
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neither right nor safe. God. help me. 4men." So 
Epaphrodlitus was as brave as ·he was ·tender and sym
pathetic. He hazarded· 'his Hfe. He shared the apos'tle's 
dangers. . 

Now' in some way t~e Philippians had learned of the 
illness of Epaphroditus, and 'Dot h'aving heard: of his 
recovery they were in great distres·s. And he 'knew how 
d·istressed they wouId· be a'bout 'bis sickness and this 
filled' him with heavines's and a ·longing to return. He 
wanted to 'go back to his beloved people and' Paul was as 

. anxious for his return. Paul tells them that· the joy 
they will have 'at seeing Epaphroditus will make him less 
sorrowful. What mutual concern we s'ee among the 
faithful ore'thren and servants of Christ!, 

. '. 
. .... The Recovery of Epaphroditus 

Now Paul attributes the recovery of gpaphroditus to 
the mercy of God. There is no indication that Paul 
healed Epaphroditus. 'There is nothing said about it at 
least.· If it had ibeen Oral Roberts we would· ·have heard 
'about' it. Did not 'Paul have the g'ift of heaJiing? Did 
not the 'greatest of all apostles have this gift that was 
given to many lesser lights? And if he had 'this gift. 
of healing why did he not ,heal Ep'~phrod'itu's? I cannot. 
answer that. I cim suggest something that might -be 
helpful. In the early days of Christianity, the gift of 
healing was practised! quite widely, ibut 'in later years 
it was less frequently exercised, and finally ceased to :be 
practised. I .. th~nk the gift was· one of the sign gifts'with 
a credential value and was withdrawn enti,rely. In the 
last letter that Paul wrote he tells Timothy 'that he left 
Troph:imus at Miletum sick, ind.icatin-g that 'he did not 
have· the gift 'o'f ·healing. And! now here he writes about 
the iHness of. E,paphroditus. He was sick nigh unto deaJh 
and :he attributes his recovery, purely to the mercy of 

. ' God· without mentioning- the· means or agency of his 
healing. . 

It is good for..:.ut! to know that :our.times are in the hand 
of-God,· that while we may 'not know what the future 
holds, we can alway~ know Who' holds the futuz:e .. 

'~God 'holds the key of all unknown, . 
'And· !I am glad; 

If other hands should hold the key, 
Or [f He trusted it to me, 

. I might be sad. 

"What if to-morrow's cares were here 
Witl)out its rest! 

I'd rather He u'n-Iocked the day; 
And, as the hO)lrs swing open, say, 

'My win is best'. 

. "The very dimness of my sight 
. Makes' me secure ; 

For, groping in my misty way, 
'I feel His hand; I hear Him say, 
'My help is ·sure.' 

"I cannot read His· future plans; 
. But this I know: 

I have the smiling of 'His face, 
And all the refuge of His grace, 

Whilep'here b~Jow .. 
"Enou'gh! this covers all my wants, 

And so I rest! 
For what I cannot, 'He can see, ._ 
And in His ca·re I sav~ shall be, 

For ever·blest." 

, 

·R.C. PRIESTS OF THE CHURCH OF THE 
MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD(I) 

. Give Hot RiJcing Tips 

Th.e Ne'ws C1!-,'onicle, a daily newspaper of London, 
England, carries a story, whicn contains an 'interesting 
commenta·ry on ;the Roman CathoHc' priests' concept of 
mora'ls. The accoun't, carried 'in the issue of December 
~n:1955, informs us that two' pties'ts distributed racing 
tips to the people in the paris'h and that to the amaze
ment of all, the horse won. W'hen interviewed, these 
clerics were asked 'their views on gambling. The news- -
paper report proceeds-u.Gambling is like d·rinking and 
sex. It's all rig·ht when taken in model"ation. 'I often ' 
have a couple of ·bob each way myself,' confessed Father 
Moore." These gambling "fathers" are in charge of the 
Ckurch of The Most'Precious Blood. . / . 

Here is the account in full as it appeared in the News 
Chronicle: . . . . 

The . people who .live down Southwark way-and who fancy 
a f1utter~haven't ,got -.over it yet for 'the ·Iatest racing tip 
to pass among the local Coclmeys came from two Catholic 
priests.' .' 

On ChrIstmas· Eve, 1,100 copies of the pariS1h bulletin f'rom 
the Jocal CathoJic church were ,poked in letter-boxe~ of houses 
in. the borough, containing a tip for the winner of the big 
Boxing Day ste(!plech!lse: 

With disbelieving 'smiles, the locals wlio live within the 
sound of St. Mary-Ie-Bow "got on",. but when they heard ~he 
horse ..:.- Limber Hill - won the King George VI 'Chase by 
a neck they took notice. 

Last night the :two priests wlto brought luck to their 
parishioners owned up. 
, "It was IUS," said 'Father AnthOll1y Reynolds and . Fathei 
John·lUoo ... e, ofthe'Church of The Most Precious Blood. 

Father Moore 'said: "Tlte tip was just '8 little idea we had 
as a Christmas speciality. We were amazed when the horse 
actually won." . '. 

These two tipster priests tucked the tip 'away at the end of 
their !parish bulletin, "The Borough Piper," using tlte name' 
of Joannes. Cavanensis. 

What are their views on gambling? 
Gambling is like drinking and sex. !It's' all right when 

taken in moderation. "I often have a couple of ·bob each 
way ~yse.lf," confessed' Father ~oore. 

"We doo't .intend to make a habit, of it," said Fath'er 
ReynoldS, "perhaps one every so often'.' 

LOVERS OF. JESUS / 
. They that love IChrist, love 'to think of' him, love to 

hear of him, and love to read of him.· 'They love to speak 
. of him, for him, to him. They love his presence, his 
yoke, his name. 'Hi-s will is their Iaw, his dishonour is 
their affliction, his cause is their care, his people are 
their companions, his day is their delight, his Word is 
their guide, 'his g.lory 'is their end. They had rather ten 
thousand tim'es :suffer for -Ghrist than that he should· 
suffer. by them. ' . 

---'MASON 
-The Swor.d and the Trowel 

THE EDITOR'S ANNUAL LETTER . 
Soon the ,postman will be delivering to your door the 

Editor's Annual Letter. Read, it carefully and: prayer
fully 'and see What the Lora' wou:ld 'have you to do 'in '. 
'support of this printed, minisiry. 

I. 
, .... 

, \ 
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'A Jus~ Re~uke 
That the ecumenical movement II a budding religiOUI 

tyrant becomel more obvious with the p~lage of time •. 
Pleading f9r "tolerance" and, "charity", . its leaders at the 

. same time dilplay a shocking. intolerance . and JM:tray the 
faet that their aim is one big churCh. The following editorial 
in the Florida Bap,"1 Witnea,.a South~.Bapdlt ltate paper, 
represents the fetillng of lOine evangellcal leaders in the 
United Statel:-

WHITE FASCISM AND NON~OOPERATING 
CHURCHES 

WTE HAVE long resented. the repeated attempts of 
W ecumenically-minded leaders in 'the National Coun

'oil" of Churches to speak for what they have represented 
as ·the m~jority Of non~atholic Christians in this nati~n. 
We 'believe a fair investigation will reveal that they have 
arrogated an authority wh~ch., ~iIe they passionately 
crave, they have never and do' hot riow poSsess. . 

They have taIlkedl "loudly and iong about no one in the 
Council wanting any authority over anyone else, and no 
church or church group ever bein;g asked to 8~rrender 
any rights or convictions, and' of fuU liberty being in 
order for any group to participa.te or not to the extent 
it sees fit. . . 

,On the other hand, frequent statements and. actions 
are in ra:ther severe con'tradiction to such magnanimous 
claims. A good example is con'tain~d. in ~r'eport .])y 
Religious News IService from Buck HilI Falls, Pennsyl
vania, of an address of Dr. Eugene Carson Bhi'ke, preS'i
dent ot" the National Council of ChlJrches, to Hie annual 
as~emlbly of its Division of 'Home Missions, in. which he 
·said that the. '·~arpes't. ideological chaIIeil.ge" facing 
P.rotestant churches ·today is "the 'revival of a white 
Prdtestant fascism based! on racism!" He went on to 
'say 'that this fascism presents its· greatest' danger 
through use of "the same Scriptures by distortion to 
support almo~'t an opposite ideoIogy from ou,r own.'~ 

So they are 'Protestant '"fascists"? That doesn't soilnd 
much like. language designed to promote peace, under
stand;ing and good \'IHI, either between church groups 'or 
between the races, does it? Inflammatory language of 
disrespect towani, the beliefs of these white tbrethren 
(however wrong they might be) is not one wbtit more 
Chris'tian than their similar remarks toward the breth
ren of any other I'ace. It haz:dly b~hooves,one in such a 
prominent position to 'appear to feel·that he must bolster 
up the -righteousness of his own ~ideology" by throwing 
off on the unri'ghteousness of theirs, particularly when 
by his theory they are at least potential bretMen in his 
great ecumenical fellowship. 

In the same add.ress Dr. Blake is reported to have said 
that Pro'teBtantismmust recognize the true nature of 
its competitors or it will lose out"in the struggle for the 
hearts and minds of the· American people.· He listed, ·the 
competi'tive elements as MaJ?[i-sm, materialism, humanis
tic nationalism and competition offered, 'by "non-cooper-
atin'g 'Protestant churches." . 

Just read that l~st' sentence and see where you and I 
as 'Southern Baptists fit in. We iknow we are not P,rotes
tan~, but· he doesn't a·nd he uses the terms to .include 
us among the "non-cooperating Protestant churches" 
since we do not affHiate wit.h 'the National Council. .His 

,cIassificationputting the competition offered by "non-

cooperating churches" along with Marxism, materi~lisin, 
etc., was hardly designed ·to. win friends and: influence 
people, unIess he thin'les the "no~-cooperating" can be 
'brought into the ecumenical fold by intimidatioI).. His 
-words sound more like a 'declaration of war than ali 
invitation to ~eIJowship.. . . . '_ 

We can't hdp wondering if the strides made by ~e 
groups named "non-cooperating Protestant churches'" 
(including iSouthern Baptists) haven~t l~ft some National 
Council leaders just a trifle embarassed:, since. the g,rea'ter 
proportionate progl'ess in Kingdom affairs has been made 

. by those outside rather tha·n inside of the ecumenical 
movement. Ecumenicity has not proven itself to be the 
answel', either to evangelizing or Christianizing the 
nation. 
. .southern Baptist church~s,' with a: mi'ghty few excep
tions, have repeatedly turned a deaf ear to the wooing _ 
of the National ,Council (and its predecessor Federal 
Council)- of Churches, and projected their own New 
Tesltament program of preaching, teaching and, h'ealing 
,without ·t~e. small help or the ,much larger hindrance 
of 'membership in either Council. The sanie fl"ee course 
for .the future will continue t.o promote both a fi'ner 
fellowship and a fuIJer fru.itfulness. We have the feeling 
that a lo't of these ecumenical leaders would be mighty 
glad to' have . as' ·muchreal cooperation either in the 
National Councilor in their own chu·rches as may be seen 
in so many of these churches they 'are 'brand,ing as "non-
cooperating" competitors. c.. / . 

-Ed'itorial, Florida Baptist Witness, January 12, 1956. 

NEGRO'S . FIDELITY j\T FUNERALS 

A good story showing ,u.nu~ual fidelity to truth at a 
funeral is told. concerning the late John .Jasper, -the 
famous-N egro Ba-ptist ,preacher of Richmond, Va. 

It appears that Jasper . was conducting in his church 
two .funerals at the ·same· hour - one of Aunt Ma:rtha, 
the cook, 'and the other of John, the porter. ·It is .said 
the procession bringing the remains of Aunt Martha 
reached the church first" and 'tl,ley waited quite 'a while 
for the appearance of the second, procession. 

'Finally John Jasper rose and 'sai!i;, "'Yhi\e thes~cond 
deceased is arriving we will proceed with ·the fu~eralof 
,the ffrstt deceased." After prayer the second procession 
arrived and. the casket wa·s· placed in appropriate posi
.tion .. "Now," said J'asper, "everytbody knows that Aunt 
.M~rtha was a good Ohristiam. IShe read her Bihle, said 
lier prayers, came to church, and liveli; her religion every 
dtay. Aunt Ma'rtha was the best ~ook in this city; and 
if ,there's a kitchen in Heaven, she is now astonis:hin' 
de angels with de cakes ·she is ma,kin'. Aunt Martha 
loved, the Lord an·d. glorified Him, not only on Sunday" 
'but in de ki·tchen every day." . 

iThen the pre'acher paused and, looking over p.is· glasses/ 
toward the casket of John, 'the porter, 'all he said, was, 
"As to de second deceased, de less said de Ibettel'!'" And 
·the service~closed.·- . 

-'-The B~ptist Ea;aminer 
.. 

All GOd's giants have -been weak-. men who did. g'l"eat 
things for Go'd !because they reekoned on God, being with 
'th~. 

--!HUDSON TAYLOR 

\ 
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A TALK TO BOYS 

who, like the former lad, had attracted the merchant's 
attention and drawn a frusted, .position. After the money 
had been drawn, all ,bHls of s·mall denomination, the 
produce buyer rolled' them up and, placing them in a sack, 
handed the~ to the young man, remarking: . 

'''Here, take thi" to tile store. You can ·go on the next 
train, but my 'business will not per;mit me to 'go till 
night." . , 

After his departure, the ban'ker, who had, been a keen 
observer of everything, asked the merehant: 

"Is ·that young 'ma~ in your employ?" 
"Yes, sir," was the reply. "I could· ha'rdly do without 

him." . 
Boys,. do you know you a,re being watched? Do' you "Well," said the 'banker, "I will not interfere with your 

know your idle actions on 'the street are all being noted claims on him, but if your affail"s ever ·shift so that you 
and remembered,? do not require his service, send him to me. I care not 

"By whom?" you say. "Who is watc'hing us?" how many o'ther men we may 'have, there will :be a place 
The 'business m'en of your town. All the l'esponsi·ble for him." , 

men, those who have ibusiness enterprises of some sort "Yes,"'said
l 

the merchant, "I always·knew Henry to be 
,that require the employment 'of trusty ,boys and young a reliable young man from boy u·p,but what do you see 
men. They are watching your actions as boys and setting or know about'him that ma·kes you' offer th~s position?" 
them down against YQU. ,Do you want to be remembexed ,. "'Well," the bankel" replied, "I saw the young man him
when you are out of ·school andl seeki'ng a position in self, a:nd while his elothes were plain and, somewhat worn, 
wh}ch to work, by your action'S as a bOY?1 You will be they 'wer~· neatly brushed and his entire person was 
so judged, and._now is the time·to act in a way that Y9U: scru.pu~ously clean and ~ell earedl for. Then, when you 
s'haU never 'be ashamed of ,the record. 'gave hIm tha:t money, aU you have with us, without the 

'The story is told' by a noted writer of a banker who scratch Of a pen- to S'how that he had it, and the money 
approaehed the 'humble home of the village wa'sher-woman tin small bHIs, the easiest kind in the world to d.ispose 
the morning after her son had been graduated from the of .s~retly h.ad,he fled with it, I was impressed with your 
village high SC'hoo1. .' . OpInlOn of hIS h~nesty. I thought if you, who have known 

After a few 'PleIiminary remarks, the banker asked ,if him from boyhood, should thus trust him, there must be 
her son had aJ?y special prospects for.. the future. Being very good reasons· ~r so doing. I want stich a young ~ 
told that he did not, andi mus,t depend upon his own man as that, and no matter how many others we may
effo,!'ts in getting and keeping ~ .position, the 'banker' 'have there is never a time ,but that I have employment 
promptly offered the son a position as messenger .in his for a lad of this young ·fellows description." 
tbank.· The poor woman was dumbfounded, 'and aS'ked who Remem'her, boys, you can not a·pend, your'youth in deeds 
h'a'd taken the pains to recommend her son to this posi- of wild recklessness and at young manhood hold ·the 
tion. The banker Jjeplied: respect of the men to lfhom you must. appeal for em-

A!Madam, no one has recommended your son to ·me. I ploymen.t if you wou,ld leun a Dusiness a:nd prepare your
h~ve always taken an .il\teres:t in our boys, and give 'one self fo~_ a man's place in -the world. And' not only should 
o~ them .emp:loy'ment in. preference to an outsider, pro- you guard your. actions for what others ·may think of 
vlded he IS worthy. For a long -time I have watched your them, but you should do so for the effect u·pon your own' 
son when on the street among his ,fellows. I have .noted cha:racter. !Charaeter is but the result of your ha:bits. 
his ,actions, his conversation, hls attitude toward, those Whatever you have formed a habit of doing !becomes ,a 
older than himself or toward any· one needing assistance. part of your nature, an(fi is a corner-stone for ·good! or 
Ul)k~own to him and to every one, I have thus kept track :bad, a pillar that supports your character, your ,personal 
of hIm for several years, and whether standi-rig alone or tintegl"ity. Are you willing to become the reBu'lt of your 
i~ comparison with his fellows, I -have always found present habits followed ·out continually for the next 
hIm honou·rable, clean, upright,. and a perfect .gen'tleman. few years?, . 
1 wan~ 'such a boy to tratin for my business now, since There is only one way to act if you would secure the' 
my o~. son has ChG3en another occupation, I shall be good opinion of the best people and form a eharacter sueh 
·glad to give your son the preference of this posifion." as you really wish your later life to 'be. That is act 

Boys, how many-of yuu would be satisfied!.to b~ judged now as you wish to be in the future .. Form good :h~bits 
by your occupations in pu-blie during the .past five years? of speech and eonduct. Fortunately, good habits ue as 
How have you condueted yourself? What language have tenacious as bad. Form good habits now and persist in 
yo~ used? How have you behaved :in the presence of -them, an'd when you area young man ready to step 
ladles and elde~ly ,people? What have you done' when forth into the world, your halbi'ts ·will have formed, a 
li.ttle accidents render temporary .. assistance highly de- strong, steadfast character, a personal integrity for hon
slrable to otherlJ? Are you wiUipg .to be jud'ged by youI' . 'est'y and' uprightness that ,will give you ·the respect· of 
conduct in each case ~ - Y01lr fellows and· the approbation of your 'own eonscience. 

A village produce buyer madte a trip to th~ bank in an ......JPulblis'her .unknown 
adijaeent city to drJlW from it two thousand dollars, his 
whole eapital, .to be used in !buying ',the new season's 
grain. Wtith him was his elel"'k, ~ young man of twenty 
years, the son of parents in humble circumstances - one 

We have all eternity to tell of victories won for Christ 
but we have only a few 'hours !before sunset to win them: 

-ANON. 
, 
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Bible ·School. ·Lesson Outline 
Vol •. 20 First Quarter Lesson 6 . February 5, 1956 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

JESUS TEACHES THE MEANING OF FA-ITH 
Lesson Text: Luke 7:1-17. 
Golden Text: "But witiho"u-t faith it is limposs1ble to 'Please 

hlm: for he .th!at coIme1lh to God muSt be1'ieve :that !he is, ·arid 
that he 'is ·a .relWarder- of them "$at diligently seek him." 
---IHebrews 11 :6. . . 

I. The Servant of the Centurioo: verses :l.-10. 
'Read aliso !Mattili.ew 8:5-1'3. 

A cehtur·ion is 'a Roman OIfficer 'coonmand'ing a division of 
8ipproximate'ly one hundred men. ISevel"'al 'good centurions 
are mentioned in 'Scrilpture (1Maitt. 27:-54; Acts 10:1, 22;22: 
25, 26; 27:43). 'l'hds centurion s·~ unlike :the ordinary 
stem ROma.n soldlier; he is remarkalble !f'or /his alffeetion fDr 
his &er:vant, re8ll1y a Ibond'-servant or slave; for his fOl'lbear
~e, sy.mpathy and' generosity .toward ·the Jews, thei'r' cus
tom'll and' re1:j'gion; !but, albll'Ve ali,' he is remem!bered for his 
faitih •. 

The Jewislh -leaders, aCtIng as intercessors, besou·ght Ohrist 
"Jnsta.ntly"; that is, earnestly, ea:gerly, dili!genltly, to go to 
the Ihouse of ·tfue centurion. They held the centurion iIi high 
Ihonou~, even al,1lliowgh one of his d'uties as a military repre
sentative df Rome would proibalbly be to keep oreer among . 
'the Jews. But, ·a.'l1Jhowgih. these leaders thouglht the centurion 
worthy cYf Christ's eoll!S"idera~on, he hims~!f felt unworthy 
to come into the M'aster's presence. ThIs becoming humHity 
and the respect whiclh he s'howed·:tlhe ·Lortrby sending friends 
and ,not sellVanits as messengers, were ;tokens cYf his real 
worth ('Luke 14:11; 18:14). 'l'he eiders and the friEl.,l].d's who 
went to Ghrist were 'acting . as' relpresentaltives oif the cen
turion. The Eva.nlge'lis~ lMatt'hew om'its these details and 
speaks only 'M tihe Ce!l1lburi"OOl, who ,was Ithe one respons1Jble 
for the message, even tihOUlg'h he was' actiIIIg througlh' others 
(-Matt. 8:5). 

In 'PemoNning ifol"'mer miracles mentioned in this Gospel 
'Christ 'had tOUiched the afiilicted! ones, or !had been close to 
them (lilike 4:39, 40; 5:13, 24; 6:10), ibut tih"is R9'IDan officer 
s'howed a si~1'icity and d'irectnes's Il'f faith, !believing that 

. the mere IWOro' df .Ohrist was su:ff.icient (lJIa.b. 4:12). - "Speak 
tfue word only" '(M·aJtt. 8:8); "Say in a :word. and ·my servant 
Shalt be ·hea1ed." His Il'WD word produ'Ced' results in ·his 
sphere 'of me; so 1W0uld the word df Ohrist ·in His sphere. 

1'he centurion himself was und,er au'thorlty, henx:e WOl"'thy 
to -be placed in authoritY; oibed'ien'Ce is the first qualJfica1lion 
for lelUi'ership '('1. Cor. 11:1; IHeib. 5:8, 9). 

'Ohrist . marvelled: at :the' 'genuine faith di'splayed by "the 
mHitary lead;er, espeeia'llJ:y. sinlCe !he 'had' not had 'advantages, 

. such as the Jews enjayed (RIl'ID. 3:1,2; 9:4, 5). ,But perha.ps. 
kplm :the "Jews 'he -had: reamed' albout the Old Testament 
pr()lJ>1i.eeies conlCerning- the Messialh. . . 
. T<he faith cYf tihe centurion was amply rewarded' in the pub"
Uc ,tplbute cYf the 'Saviour, as wel[ 'as in the healing of his 
servant. . 

~ 

II. The Son of th'e Widow: verses 11-17. 
The One in whom we are to put our 'tn-uslt is ·aH-powerful: 

He cam: mise ·tJhe dead, those Who 8Il'e dead' spirItua:lly, 'as 
wel[ as tJhose wih"o are dead physic8ll1y. He is the Lord cYf 
life (John '5:25-29; 10:25; Eiph. 1:19, 20; 2:1). . 

Christ stopped . the sad 'funeral pl'OCesaion just outside the 
'-. little 'ViUage ~ Nann, situated albout t~ve miles from Ca'Per

nau-m. He Ihad ·regard for t'he tenld'er human ties·; He re
membered that the 'YOll!ll1g Imall! Ih;adI !been his m()'ther's sole 
earth[y sUlppOrt ·(Jdhn 11:3'5). Christ had 'Compassion upon -
lier, andconvpassion is Jovinig-OOindness in acti"on. ' 

We can eo-mfort 1Jhe s()rrowinJg onay 'to a Umited extenJt 
(2 Cor. 1:3-5), !but Christ could comfODt her .'by .word, lbid
ddng her '~W'eep not," and .by deed~ rem'll'V·ing· ·the cause of 
her tears ('Rev. 21:4). He had: pity, and also power.. His 

,1W0recan heal ,the siclt ·and raise ilhe dead' (-Luke 8 :52~55 ; 
Jdhn 11:43,44). 

Death is an. en~ but he will one day finally 'be de
stroyed (1 'Cor. 15:26; Heib. 2:14, 15; /Rev. 1:18; 20:14). In 
God's own time every te.ar w'illl be dried. 

This miracle 'Was perifol"'med by tihe unconditiona:l s'overeign 
'power ()f IOhrist, who is the ResUl're'Cfuion and the Life. . 

- Daily Bible Readings 
Jan. 3.0--'Faj.tih Defined ........ " ........... , ........................... Heb. 11:1-5. 
Jam~ 3I-Faith Demanded ............................. : ............ Hl!'b. 11.:6-13 
Feib. 1--/F·aith Exel1l'p'lif,ied .................... : ............. Heb. 11:17~22 
Feb. 2--1Faith IExercised ........................................ Heib. 11:23-30· 
Feib. 3---:Farth 'Rerwamed .......................................... Rom. 8:28-39 
FeIb: ~Faith and Works ........................................ Jas. 2:20-26 
Feib. 5---lFaith and! Worry .............. : ..................... !Matt. 6:24-34 

Suggested Hymns 
The Gospel of 'l'hy grace. 
Father, I stretch my hands to Thee. 
Begone, unibeHef! 
:t;'ass me not, 0 gentle Savoio,ur. 
Come, every' soul. -
Jesus, I wiU ,trust 'Dhee. 

/ 

A WAR·SONG 
By Co H. Spurgeon 

Forth to the batt-le rides ou·r King·, 
He climbs his conquering car; 

He :£its his a:rrow8 to the string, 
And hurls his bolts afar. 

Convictions ,pierce the 'stoutest heaJ:ts, 
The~ smart, they bleed, 'they die; 

Slain by 'Immanuel's well-aimed darts, 
In helples~ heaps they lie .. 

Be1J.old, he bares his two-ed'ged sword, 
And deals almighty blows; 

His all-revealing, killing Word 
. . 'Twixt joints and, m~rrow goes. 

./ . 
Who can resist him in the fight? 

'He cuts through coots' o'f mail. 
Before 'the terror of his 'might 

The hearts of rebels fail. 

. "'-
Anon, ar.rayed- in -robes of 'grace, 

. He rides the trampled plain, 
With .pity beaming ,in his face, 

And mercy in his train . 

Mighty to save he now appears; 
iMighty to raise the dead, 

Mi'ghty to ·staunch ,the'hleeding'wound, 
\ And-lift "the faUen head. 

Victor 'alike ,in love and arms; . 
'Myrioaqs around him J:>end; 

Each captive owns his matchless charms, 
.. Each foe· becomes his friend. 

They crown him on the·battle-field, 
rI'hey press·to kis's his feet;. 

'Their ;hands, 'thei~ hearts, .their all they' yield: 
- His conquest is complete. 

None.1ove him more than "those he slew;· 
His lov'e their hate has s-Jain ; 

Henceforth their souls are all on fire 
To spread His;gen'tIe reign. 

\ . 
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