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A FATAL' S,EPARATI~ON 
. ' 

MUCH of the Christian life consists in presei'ving' the 
balance of truth. It is very eas')' for the: believer 

to go to 'one extreme or another and. to emphasize some. 
aspect of Christian beli~f or behaviour to the:exclus,ion 
0.1: near exclusion of another equally important pa·rt of 
the divine revelation. How important it is for our OWil 

spiritual welfare that we' submi t to 'the whole counsel of 
God and not merely to those ,parts that attract our 
fancies. 

This principle ,is, well illustrated by reference to the 
s!Dall hook of Jude. In the' opening, 'Zerses, we are told· 
that Christians "should_ earnestly conte-o,d for the fnith 
which was once delivered unto the'saints." A. balancing 
truth is presented near the conclusion of the saine epistle 
as the writer exhorts -' "B.ut ye, beloved, build;ing up 
yourselveR on your most holy f~lith, praying in the· Holy 
Ghost, keep '!i9uTselves in the love of God, loo~ing for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." Within 
the compaSIS of one S'hort Biblical book we note these two 
truths of equal importance. He who seeks. by God's 
'grace, to obey 'both wHl find a balance in his spiritual 
'life but he who' thinks he follows one and at "the same 
time despises the other will find a whole area of experi
ence which is barren and unfruitful.' 

. ~'Contend For the .Fai~hl" 

. 'Let us note this first declaration. As' Jude searched 
his vocab\Ilary to discover a word to describe this asped 
of the believer's life, he turns to the athletic contei!ts of 
the day and; in the· strenuous efforts of the competit9rs 
he dis'cover,s a figure :~o descri'be our devotion_ to-- the 
'gos'pel. All of our energies, talents, and. gifts are to be 

·,e~p~oyed unrest!rvedly in a holy warfare for the' g·reat 
truths, of the gospel of grace.- ' 

Early ill the history 'of, the faith certain teachers, had 
su·rreptitiously come into the. mids't of the churches and' 
had endeavoured to sa·botage the fafth. Jude sternly and 
lovingly warns .against these -fifth coJumnists ,and ex
horts believers to be on gU/lrd against such invaders. He 
advocates' no "kid glove" method-s or temporizing!' ,The 
warning and. eXhortation which were sent to the' Chris
tians of apostolie timEls. are applicable today' and have 
:bee'n preserved by' the Holy ·Spiri~ fn the Word; of 'God 

'~n order t,hat we may he instructed and guided thereby. 
Against error even though it masquerade in Christian 
,gar,b,' the believer- wagt!s an unrelentillg warfare. Paci-' 
ficism in this :regard is a sure indication of' cowardice. 

·How caref'.lllyw,e must walk and contend! It is so'-
easy to acquil'e'a contentious, spirit and. to be devoid 'of' 
love toward ·God: and love for the souls of men. It is 

, just for this reasori that the Word -cautions Christian 
soldiers to "'keep yourselves in the love of God". If we 
stand up for the gospel merely that w,e might havean-' 
other occasion to 'exhibit a en-rna I ... culpable and nasty 
dispos-ition,' then we become as a "sounding brass and a 
tinkling cymbaL". Our spiritual thin'king haR 'become ,. 
unbalanced and we may find, that we are dis·qualified for 
real servic~. ' 

"Keep Yourseh;es in 'the Love of God!" 
At the conclusion of his, epistle Jude presents this bal

ancing truth to the exhortation to c'ontend for the faith. 
Christians are told: to "keep themselves in the. love ~f 
God". This ·refers to our 'obligation to wa l'k , speak and 
act within the sphere of the love of 'God. Our very 

'behaviour . then wilf'indicate that we are the 'privileged· 
reci'pi.ents 'of a dlivine love which manifests itself in our 

, whole being . 
'This note is often sounded in th'e New Testament and 

nee.d.s to be ,sounded today. One i~di.cation that we are" 
in the love of God is in our love for the brethren. The 
Lord Jesus declared - '.'By this shall all men know. that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." 
Again, the apostle Paul declares that the love of Chri,st 
is our great motive in service - "the love o{iChrist Con
straineth us.'" Whenever 'a Christian finds himseif ,in 
a 'position where he acts apart from this love of God 
and an accompanying, love for the souls of men, he fs 
apt 'to h'e disqualified. for service. 

Once more, however, there is' a. balance to this truth. 
That balance, of -course, is' found in the first exhortation 
that we noted - '~coritend: for the faWi". Some brethren 
are so much intrigued; by what they conceive as '~love" 
or "charity" that they refuse to heedl the exhortation 
,to contend: for tbe 'gospel. Wi.tb lofty piety, they would 
see all who follow the Lord iT! this regard: as "her!!s~ 
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hunters" or "trouble-makers". This assumed &pirituaIity' 
which would prompt them to obey one command and dis
obey another is certainly no indication of an excessive 

.. d:egree .of sanctification. Again it reflects a lack of 
balance. 

In one phrase, the apostle 'Paul .presents the 'balance 
of truth in this 'regard - "speaiking the truth in love" 
(Eph. 4:15) .. Interpreted iIi their full sense, these word'/! 
caution' believers to seek for a balance in t.he IChristian 
walk "What therefore God hath joined, together, let 
not man put 'asunder!" / 

Dr. Slade to Vi$it Australia 

AUSTR*LIA will be the scene of what could prove to' 
he 'a de:cisive meeting between the forces of organ

ized modernism and evangelicalism. lSome top repre
sentatives 'of the modernist-controlled World Council of 
Churches are scheduled to speak on 'behalf of .'the ecu
menical movement. To take up~he challenge to the faith, 
the International Council of Christian Churches and its 
'affiliate,' the Bible Union of Australia, will sponsor a 
series of great ,rallies in ord:er to acquaint Christians 
with the real issues of the hour. 

Included in the modernist delegation are Bishop G., 
Bromley Oxnam, an outspoken unbeliever in the historic 
Christian. faith; Prof. Josef L. Hromailka, who has re
ceived various awards from his Czech Commu:pist gov~ 
ernment; and Dr. O. Fredrick Nolde.' who presided at. 
the recent Festival of Faith in ,san· Franci&co' when 
prayers " were offered by representatives of the Con
fucian, Hindu, Buddhist and "Christian" faiths! 

The evangelical' party, sponsored by the I.C.lC.C., in
cludes Dr. Carl l\:lcIntire, the ,president of the Council; 

. Dr. Kenneth R. Kinney, first vice-president"; Burgomas
ter A. W arna~r of Amsterdam, the general secretary; 
Rev. AntonioOrmeo of the Philippine,s who is president 
of the Far Eastern Council of Christian Chu'rches, and 
Rev. Timothy Tow ~f Singapore who is the vice-president 
of the Far ,Eastern' COlineii': Represe:pting. Canada, as 
the vice-president of the I.C.C.C., w,ill be Dr. H. e. Slade 
of Jarvis 'Street Baptist Church. Dr. Slade will send 
regular calble reports to THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS in order 
that our readers may be acquainted with the progress 
of the' work there. The party. will leave New York on 

. January 23. ;, . 
It was· in 1949 that Dr. 'Shields, who was Dr. ·Slade's 

predecessor as pastor of J'arvis IStreet Church visited 
Australia' on' behalf of the I.C.IC.C. Within seven y~ars 
two opportunities have thus been presented to the evan
gelical forces to present tl1e issues that Christians may 
be alerted. We would urge our reader,c; and friends in 
Australia to watch their newspapers for notices of these 
meetings. If Dr. 'Slade shQuld speak in your area, he 
would ,be happy to meet GOSPEL WITNESR family mem-

. bers. Let all join in prayer fot the safety of the party 
and for the blessing of the Lord, upon its labours, 

Is it nat the most subtle temptation that comes to the· 
preaeher .that h'e allow 'himself to be played upon ,by 
some other spirit than the Paraclete ?--'the popular desire 
for eloquence, for humor, for entertainment, for wit,' and 
orioginality, moving him before 'he. is aware" to spea'k 
for the applause of men rather than for the approval· 
<!~ 0hrist.· -A. J. GOR~ON 
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GOU - AN lNTERNATIONAL "COMMON 
DENOMINATOR"! 

I C 

A Toronto churCh, which fast' year instituted Sunday 
evening forums in order to :boost a dwindling 'attend
ance, 'has come up with a new attendance gi-m~ick. A 
"question and answer" program has ibeen initiated' as' 
another desperate attempt to iure men bac'k to the 
chur,ch. ,The local papers have given this endeavour more 
&pace than the attendances would warrant for 'on two 
successive Mondays now we have readlof attendances of 
50 and 75 in a church that seats' 1,100! The intrepid 
preacher seeks' to answer· questions on. such diverse sub
jects as the man-iage of movie sta'rs, juvenil~ delin
quency, the recent B,rin'ks robbery and the effect of 
television.' . 

'fhe Globe a1l# Mail reports one startling answer t.o a 
current question: 

Q~: Do you think any good will come of the visit to Canada 
of the Russian churchmen 1 . I . 

-A.: A lot of good may come from it sinee all nations' have' 
a common denominator in God and His teachings which over-
shadow all national boundaries. , 

We do not wonder that ,this church goes ibegging for 
a 'Sunday evening cong,regation if E!uch unadulterated 
nonsense i:s being d'ished out in the name of religion. 
Surely this is a low concept' of the Christian ,gospel. We 
have a question' that we might sUibmit to this church 
qui~show: ''Why do the' people even 'bother to attend the 
morning service if· such unscriptural teachh:tg is the 
dii'et ?" 
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tEbt' J a'rbi~ ~trttt ~ulpit 
,.. / 

The Biblical BI~eprint of t'he Church 
A Sermon ~Y Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jaz:vis Street !Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, June 30, 1929 
. (ISteIoo,grBJPhical~y Reported') . 

I "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 'Spirit ·saith. unto !the 'Cfuu~es." 
~ -lRevelation 2 :7. 

I Prayer Before the Sermo~. 
With thanksgiving.,md rejoicing of heart, 0 Lord, we have 

come into Thy house lhis morning. We are deeply aware that 
we have no sacrifice of our own to bring, no gifts to present 
to Thee which Thou canst accept; yet we delight to remem
ber that there is One Who stands in our place before the 
throne; Who makes intercession for us; and Who, because He 
ever liveth so to do, is able to· save forevermore all who 
come !JIIlto God by Him. We come this morning desiring to 
worship Tbee, Fat'her. Son. and Holy Ghost. and we,present 
to Thee our worship. the adoration 'of our hearts. the love and 
devotion of renewed spirits in the name of Him Who is our 
Representative'in Thy presence. 

We th8lllk Thee, 0 Lord. though our sins and iniquities 
have separated between us and our God. that the terrible 
separation has been ended, and we who sometime were afar 
off ,have been made nigh by the blood of Christ. Help us io 
rejoice i.n this mo~e thl!-n we hav~ _ e~er done "efore. In spite 
of our smfulness. III spite 'of our 1I~llerent weaknesses, in spite 
of all our waywardness, we rejoice iJn. Him Who is able to 
have compassion upon the ignorant, and' upon, those who are 
out of the way. We thank Thee this morning hour that it is 
the privilege of every blood-bought soul, of every one who 
has been begotten by the Holy Ghost and made a new ereature 
in ·Christ. to come with boldness to the throne of grace. to 
find grace to help in time of need. 

Look upon us this morning; gran,t, we beseech Thee, that 
everyone iJn. 'Ti!Y pl'Ies~ee may be enriched out of Thy 
treasure-houses. There IS not a boy or girl here who does 
not need Thee. there is not a man or woman who is .not in 
urgent need of the milllistry of Thy Spirit. We' beseech Thee, 
the~~fore. to make us aware of Thy presence. to fit us Jor the 
~utIes of the days to come. to strengthen u~ as we go back 
mto the battle; as we meet with those who'have no knowledge 
of"Christ, w~o have no interest in spiritual things; as we must 
needs associate with tbose whose influence would drag us 
down. Though Thou. dost not take us out of the world. Thou . 
hast prayed that we·may be kept from the evil one. We pray 
therefore that every child of Thine in Thy presence may be 
preserved unspotted from the world, and enabled daily to walk 
in fellowship with Thee. . . 

Look upon' this church family, we pray Thee. and out of 
Thy fulness do Thou supply us all. Some are away on a 
journey; be with them. w:e beseech Thee. Some of them have 
gone to find rest and refreshment in vacation; we pray that 
they may not be forgetful of the Lord. We pray Thee to 
prese~ve from accident those wbo may be exposed to danger. 
Especially would we commend to Thee those whose dub 
will keep t!rem from the sanctua..y .... to-day. whether in the sick 
ro0ll!' or in some la'Yful and necessary' occupation. Be 
graciOUS to everyone. . 

.And now as, we come to the study of Thy Word. open it 
to ou.,. understanding. Grant that we may be edified by Thy 
. truth. and that we may be enabled by 'Thy grace to yield 
ourselves ·to its sanctifying power. We desire to grow in 
grace and in the Imowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

. Christ. We desire it shall not be said of us that when we 
ought to be teachers we have need that some should teach 
us again the first principles of tile oracles of God. Help us 

that we. may go on with God, and follow the Lamb whither
soever Hi! goeth, growing up into Christ iIn all things, ceasing 
to be babes. becoming men and'. women tn Christ. strong in 
the Lord. and in the power of His might. Lord. grant it to 
us; 8IIld do Thou speak to us. we beseech ~hee; and gl~rify 
Thyself in this service for Jesus' Christ's sake, A~en. 

WE .SHA'LlJ turx,t this' morning. to the :book of Revela
tion. I select a text not· WI th a vIew to an exact 

eXiposition of ,the text . and, its context, -but for the sake 
of ,the principle therein contained. "He that hath an. 
eM, let him hear what the :Spirit saith unto the churches." 

IThere is nQ truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ· which 
the enemy of our souls does not endeavour to pervert, 
and- to turn to His own evil us'es. There is no doctrine of 
grace that has not :been used.: of the dJevil to accompJi.sh 
his purposes. This· morning 'I should Uke to s'peak for a 
little while about the Scri'ptural d-octrine of the chureh, 
a very simple and practical word for beljevers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is a conception ahroad that the church of the 
New Testament i·s a great -body hi'ghly organized. and, 
centrally controlled. We have heard a great deal of 
late years about. Union. and "union" seems to 'be in the 
ail:. I attended in years past several meetings of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyteri~n 'Chu.rch, and some 
meetings of various conferences of the Methodist Church 
as it then was; and I heard· speaker after speaker guote 
from the seventeenth chapter of John and insist that this 
movement toward 'organic union of all denominations was 
to be the answer to the high priestly prayer - they did 
not call it the high .priestly prayer - but to the prayer 
of 'Christ in the seventeenth chapter of John, "That they 
all may ·be one; as thou. Father, art in m~. and I in 
thee, that they also 'may be one in us." And yet that whole 
conception of the church .surely -is . far removed- froni the 

. exalted· spi·ritual ideal represented in the seventeenth 
chapter of John. Our I,.ord was not p~aying for an 
external org·aniC union, effected·' 'by act of Parliament; 
He was praying surely that all tme "believers should be 
·so vitally related to Himself tliat .they should be as one 
body, deriving its life f.rom Him Who is the exalted 
head. 

The idea embodied, for-example - and I d;o not say it 
in any offensive way - the idea embodied and worked
out in the Unitedl Church; of Canada certainly has· a'bso
lutely no warrant at all in the Word of 'God. The idea of 
a great organization with many officers· ruling from the 
top, a central hierarchy ·dominating the whole .people 
of God, is not the New Testament conception of the 
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church. That is essentially, in principle, the s'ame as and they continued: learni~g more "an,d: mo,t:e about the 
the Roman 'Cath'olic view:. How different ·is the ~imple thin,gs of God: from the apostles who were their fathers 
~ew Testament conception! in' .the faith. And they, continued in the fellowship one of 

But. from that view of a 'cen'trally-governed body ther'e the other, and.in 'breaking' of hread, the observance of 
is a :reaction to another extreme, and you, finel certain the ordinanc~. _- ' , ' . " 

, people decrying the church: All the chu.rches are wrong.! Will you'mar,k this" ·please, that there is nowhere in the 
. Many of them are, and they are certainly all far from Scripture a single stiggestion', 'by' explicit .teaching or by 

'being ,perfect; but those 'who thus belittle the church do 'imPlication, that anyone did ever .once come to the Table, 
violence to the :Seripture., -I desire to try to show you of' ,the; Lord who' had not first of all been hap
this morning that the chttrch, the local body of redeemed tiz¢. Never! Baptism preceded, the, Lord's Supper. Set 
,people; is a 'divine institution; and ,that it is, God's chpse,!, ' on the threshold of the Christian life, it was the first 

. instrument for ,the.doing of His work in tlte world. . command to' those who belie~ved. When they trusted 
We talk a 'g.reat deal about Modernism in our day, and Christ they w'ere-baptized, making confession of their 

when we refer to that we, very otten, ~nd perhaps g~ner- faith;, and there is .nothing moreunscriptural than, to 
ally', refer to the ,theological aspect of it; that is to say: put the Lord's 'Supp~r :before baptism .. Youcaimot 'pos
its- view of God, and. of the Word, and of man's relation si:bly do it unless you turn aside from the teaching of 
to 'God, the doctrne about God,. Surely It is wrong enough, Scriptu.re .. Believers jn that' early 'day were gathered,' 
'but Moderni&m, in its theolo'gical aspect could' not exist in into the church~t Jerusalem, and everyo,Iie'who ·beli~ves 
any .denomination'·on the American Continent 'for six t~-day" after f~ith and upon 'Co~fessjon of"faith, ought 
months if there were not side, by side w.ith it an ecclesi-. to be baptized; and ought .th~re'by tl,) he added ,to ,some 

... ological error, I mean a false vIew, of the chu~eh. Bap- local, company of believers; ~nd oug,ht thereafter to eon- _ 
tists' formerly 'believed in the autonomy, the ~bsolute ',tinue, in the t~achin,g and in the fellowship and! in ,the . 

. independence; of the local -church'. They b'elieved .that it ' regular observance of the ordinance which, comm,emorates 
was a body of regenerated 'peOple under the d,ireetion of the death of ou·r Lord. Th{lt i.S' the programme so far a·s 

I the Holy ·Ghost', doipg' God'-s work in the world. But we the church itself is conc~rned-. . 
have seen in our own provinces of Onta·rio and'" Quebec, ~W.hen the boo'k of Reveiation was written certain mes
-these supposedly independent bodies 'fu,sed, and 'brought sages were addressed, not to ,the' Christi-an 'Church at 
together, and; made suibject to 'a little official 'group, in large, but to the church 'at ,Epheslis" to the' church at 
order that·,they might use the whole body for th'e supPort Thyatira, at 'Pergamos', at Philadelphia, arid,' so on; and " 
of error in the Univers·ity; 1 think it is ju'st as'important' in each epistle it is said, "He that. hath an ear, let him 

'that we should have clear'scl'iptura1.views' of the church, Bear what the Spirit'saJth" -, not to the' church- -but 
in other, words, ,that we -should be right in our' ecclesi- "untp, the churches". The church is a local body. There 
ology~ the doctrine of ilie ehu'r-ch - it is just. as impor- was' one church at E'phesus,: an-other a-t Thyati'ra, another 

, ·tant that we should be right in- that respect as ·that we' at Pergamos, another at Laodicea; and so on; but -th'ey 
!dlould-'founo, our convictions of fruth 'respecting God and· were separate. and "distinct churches. You will find" if 

'redemption upon the teachings of th~ Woi-d of, God. " you rea,d' t~e story of the a'pO-stolic· 'ministry, that 

I. 
wherever the apostles evangelized when. t.hey -preached 
·the gospel and people were converted, they established in 
that place, a church. 'You have the church at Corinth, 
and the 'church at Philippi; and the church at Antioch. 
The epistle t-o the :Galatians is written to the churches, 
not to the chu'rch; not to' one big ,body, but to "the 
churC'hes ,at' Galatia". Each body of ':believers was a 
separa-te, self-governing body. ' 

bet us cons·ider this subject fora few minutes, and I 
begin 'by saying that it -is manifest from ·the Scri·pture 
that THE LOCAL CHURCH IS A DIVINE INSTI~UTION, that it 
is the plan and ·pur,pose of ,God, that 'believers should -be 
.gathered to'gether in a local assembly liike, for example, 
Jarvi,S Street Baptist IChurch. TheY'd,id -so at Jerusalem. 
Ther~ were' bU,t one hund·red -and twenty of them first .of 
all; but when at Pentecost -three thousand were saved,. ,I want you young people clearly to understand that 
they w~re baptized, and they were added, to .the number' here in ,Jarvis :Street 'churGh, while we associate' with; 
of the'disciples. They were not -ba.ptized to run at large: other chu'rchesand co-operate with other chu,rches, this, 
to go here and ther'e and everywhere, without l'elation to church under- God ·is a law unto itself, 'n governs its own 
ea'ch other; !but all who were baptized, by that'very,Jaet, . affairs. When this church comes together as a church to 
'by that outward confession of faith, were added to the db 'business, and- reaches a decision, that is final ; there 
number of the disciples', and- Were reckoned as part' of is no assembly over us to tell· us' w:ha~ we'shall qo: There 

, that- -body :of redeemed ,people in Jerusalem; and there- is no conference to come in and dictate to us'. If there 
'after you find, that company spoken..:of .as "the chur.ch, ' had :been, in respect'to this: church, those of us 'who, are 
Which was at ,J erusa:lem". There was formed 'on the day 'here now would: not have been here at all. 
of PenteCost; :beyond, any doubt, .the First Baptist ChurcQ I met a Pr.esibyterjan minister out at the ·coa,st., He 
of Jerusalem. C> believed in the Book: 'I think he was wrong in some 

~ h!1ve no d'ou:Ot that it was a Baptist 'Church, "because, thipgs', but 'in the main he" was sound,~ He oelieved: tlie 
;fi,rst of all, no one was admitted who d·id. not ·believe in ' Boo'k, and ~e 'Pt:eached salvation through the blood-. He 
the Lord Jesus ·Christ; and .when they believed they were, asked me -to preach for ·h ir.n , , and I d,idi. A~·d 'hesa·i.d to 
'baptized, arid- then were admitted·to membership. No one me, "I have got this congregation with me. "These people 
came into' the' membership of that church until he, was stand. where ,I stand- in res'pect' to this matter. B\lt we 
ibaptized, and 'after sueh believers w~re baptized "they are ,not ,indep~ndent; the Preshytery c~n com~ in and' 
continued. in the apostles' doctrine" or teaching; They' .upset everything'; and the d-ifficulty. is t~at the Presby
came together to'hear ·the Word of God: They met fre- tery does not s,tand Where we st~nd .. " . "Well," I said, 

.,quently,~'not onc~ 'a week, ~ut somewhere they met daily, "I :·am 'sorry fO,r y':9U, ,but if you wer~ a Baptist, a :real 
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Baptist, you would: not :be 'bothered with a Presbytery 
or anyone else oyer you; and when your own congrega
tion, as .. believers in 'Christ, had settled· their affairs you 
could· say to all the rest of the world, 'Mind your own 
,business!'" We recognizebut one Head. Jesus Christ, 
the Head· of the church. We seek to do His will under 
the a·dministrationof the Holy Ghost, in accord with the' 
principles of the Book, and we are not' governed by any
one outside of ourselves. And I insist that t'here is notJt
ing more important in our day than that groups of be
lievers, whether they be small or large, should keep them
selves a.bsolutely free f.rom any extra-church government, 
so that they can govern themselves. 

In the new Union, while we' co~operate one with the' 
other, we must ever be careful to see to it that no official, 
or company of officials, or any Board, will ever come into 
any church and dare to Soay to that cbu'rch what they 
ought to do~ ,,£:hat church mus-t attend to-its own affai.rs, 
under God., That was the New Testament practice be-
yond any doubt., ' ., 

i want to point out, too, that th~t principle is designed 
to meet the requirements of a body of spiritual people. 
If you have a company, whether it be twenty or twenty 
hundred people, who love the Lord, who obey His Word·, 
and who are subject to the authority of that Wo.rd, you 
will have no difficulty whatever in managing a church. 
Bqt if there, be no spiritual life, then an individual con
gregation is likely t9 .crumble at la-st, and go' to pieces -' 
and it deserves to do ~o. I have no wires in my, body.· 
My arms are prE,'tty firmly attached, and they clo the 
work they are intend'ed'to do. As long as there is life, 
as long a's my body is an· organism, I do not need t.o be 
wired together. do I? But when life departs the body 
'crumbles, and ~ou have bilt a heap of ashes. 

Now a church, a local church, is, not an 'organization at 
all, -it is .intended to be a living organism. possessed by 
the Spirit of' God; and as long as itl is pos!I,essl'd by the' 
·Spirit of God, the' arm will have its proper place in the 
body, so '\yiIl the eye, and S'Q will the ea·r. Read the 
twelfth chapter of Ifirst 'Corinthians, and you. will see 
the figure the apostle'there employs. All these members 
are ·put in the church 'by the Spirit of ·God, and they have 
their separate and complementary functions to ·pt'rform. 

',~They', continued stedfastly in the apostles" doctrine." 
,Conversion is the Qeginning of -the 'Christian life, hut it, 
is only the 'beginning. It is the new birth, it is the com
ing into the family. But after that, the young believer 
needs to ibe taught, instructed in the things of God; and 
that is what a church is for. The church was not estab
lished to teach young people to ,play 'baseball or "basketball 
or tennis. I am not saying that there is necessarily any 
'evil in -these things, but that it is' not the church's 'busi
ness to teach them: th~ church's' business is to provide 
instruction for new-born, babes. A preacher ought not 
to ,be the writer of essays: his 'businesS". in season and 
out of season, is, openly to declare the great principles of 
the gospel so that the people who wait upon his ministry 
may receive the truth line upon line, precept u.pon .. pre-, 
cfilPt; and be firmly grouna~ in·the gospel. 

:Sometimes the preacher ~ay 'feel that he is not get
ting much done. I have often felt that after I have tried 
to explain- to you some great truth of the gospel. Sup
posing after I ·g·ive 'an invitlition and· a few come forwa.rd', 
is thllt the measure of the· church's ,usefulness, or the 
real Tesult of that service ?i , 

I got 'a letter the other day from 'an. ordination council, 
that filled me with gladness. -~ey had hear4 one of our 
own young.men give an account of-himself at his ordina
tion. A 'great many of these' men had been at' other 
ordination 'Councils. and they ,nad come into touch with 
a, number of young men from Jarvis .St:reet Church; and 
they ~id, "Wh~rever we meet them they know the BOQk; 
they are grounded and:esta'blished in the great truths of' 
the gospel." Well, that is ,what 'I should like to be su·re 
of. Long ,after I.have ceased' to preach,. I should like to· 
:believe that there would be·a great a'rmy of young'·people 
here iil this land, and in the uttermost parts of the earth, 
sounding, out the word: 01 Hfe, who will be 'able to say,_ 
"I remember II heard that from Ja.rvis Street pulpit. The 
man who taught me has been gone these many years, Ibut 
his ministry abides in my life." I can scarcely open my 
Bible ,without hearing the one who wa§ my ,pastor, the 
only 'pastor 'I ever had, my own father, the greatest 
theologian I ever knew;'.if I know anything at ·all I 
lea·rned it -from him - but as I, turn these .pages i re-' 
member -the thing·s he said.. I remelDiber what 'he taugl!.t 
me when I was a little boy.' , 

II. Ah, it is something to hav~ a cQ,uTch where people can 
I shall give you SEVERAL OBVIOUS REASONS FOR, THE receive the doctrine of the gospel. "They continued in 

EST~LlSHMENT..9F THE CHURCH. Why di,d the'Lord estab- the apostles' doctrine." And I want to lay that upon your 
lish local. churches? ' Why did He ordain that' when an 'hearts, particularly you young ·people. We come together 
individual manor woman, boy or girl, i-s converted, thai. here f,rom time to time, not merely to be entertained, 
that person's'hould be related' to other persons? Why did hut to learn the Word of God, to Teceive something that 
He not let that ,one 'go' at large saying, "I have -been .bap:': will a'bide with us for the ·rest of time and through all 
tized" but I am'not ·going to join the church. I will not etern!W That is why the chu~c,h was esta:)jIished. 
belong anywhere, I will be in no church." Why did He We ought to 'have fellowsn·ip with the saints. I rem em-
not do that? The' most helpless creature of all creatures \>er a ,man's writing to me years ago, a member. of this
at birth-is 'il. -human infant. A ~ew...;born babe is utterly. chu.rch, saying something -to this effect: "My family. 
helpless. It must have parental ministry or the ministry have no future in Jarvis Street Church. All their associ a- ' 
of a mature perso~, or it dies. -In the animal creation tions and friendships are formed outsid'e of'Jarvis Street 
most oJ th~. young are a:ble to help themselves almost . Church." The whole tone of the letter was to' the effect 
f~om hirth : but the human infant is a:bsolutely,dependent that the people of this church, in the ·main were not well 
upon someone's ca·re. or it pies. 'That is why God estab- ,enough off and d·id. not occupy a position sufficiently 
lisned the' family., 'rhat is what the family is for. in exalted: to afford· proper companionships for the mem
order that chHdTen may be cared. for, nourished, trained·.' bers of that Im-portan,t fam~ly! 

'The church is a di1nne institution, and is instituted .tnr 'PereonaIly, I have had the sweetest fellowship in the 
exactly the 'same reason: that spiritual babes should have world with men and women who knew only the Lord 
the 'profit of the experience a~ help of other Christians., ·Jesus.· I do not care what a man's sodal position' is, 'the 
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·church is a: place of fellowS'h·ip, and within these ... waIls 's·have for a wee'k! Women are so very, very, ·particular 
there must !be no social difference. You tell me you are ·a:bout how they appear that even on the s-treet-car they 
a University graduate? No, you are not; you a:r;e just take out their mit·rora! Why?,· L~t anyone should see 
a poor, wretched, sinner saved by g.race. Or s-ome other them not at their best. I reaq the other day of an orator 
man may think that he has attained, -to some position in who; while addressing a women's meeting, spoke ·of the 
life, he has prospered in bu·siness; and is therefore en- inspiration it afforded him to look in.to their thousand. 
titled to some recognition. I wan.t to tell you, my friends, shining f.aces. The. report said that. immediately a 
that within -these walls we do not care what your business . thousand powder-puffs· were· produced,! They did not 
is, so long as it is legitimate. Here you are just a sinner want them to shine! How particular people are when 
who has been washed in the ;blood of Christ, and made a under observation! But when they· get away where· no 
child of God,; and· we m.ust continue i~ fellowship with one cares, and no one sees', how careless anyone becomes! 
one another. . .. IJt is divinely intended' that every child of ·God should 

;You young people shouId form your f.ri~ndships' among be a member of the family, of the household of faith, so . 
-the people of 'God. Young men and young women who that every·other,childl of God will kn-ow how he~Iives; 

. get away from God 'and go astray almos-t invariably are and they can .come· together for mutual edification ·and 
led· astray by ungodly companions!, I $ometimes am disci'plirie. That is why we ought.to belong·to a church, 
asked to 'pepform marriage ceremonies in which I have We ought to be careful of our walk. I am not so par-
no ·delight whatever. Young men ought to find their ticurar about these little mir,rors_the ladies carry around 
wives in the church. Young wOyP.en ought -to· find their. iIi their handb~gs; but I do li'ke to s·eE) a young man take 
'huS'bands among God's people; and whenever a young another kind of mirror out of Ms· pocket, even the Word 
man 'keeps company with- a-young girl who is not a of 'God, when he is travelling on the street-car, and look 
Chris-tian, or a young girl.with '3. young man who. is not into the perfect law of Uberty and behold! himself as in 
a Christian, they· are laying up trou'ble for themsefves, a glass. When he does that he s·ays, ~'I have got something 
It is contrary to Scripture: "Be ·ye not unequally yoked to do to"day to get -myself strai'ghtened up." We ought 
together with unbelievers:" We ought to find ·all our to be mutually helpfuI: one to the other in thes'e things, ' 
fellowships in the Christian church, among -those who· Had I time I would tell you a-bout the necessity of co-
·believe as we believe, and who love the ·same things. opera-tiv.e. "ministry. There is co-operation in the body: 

Then it is our privilege to come to the Table of the there is the right hand and the left, the ey~ and e!lr and 
tongue; and the whole body, without friction, co-operates 

Lord .. Let me talk particularly to you Jarvis ,Street mem- to do the will of the mind. And the hand ·cannot say to . 
bers for a minute. There is not a· single member of this the foot, "I have no need ()f you." Some ·young man 
chu·rch Who h'as not' been baptized,. Y{)u couIa not be a struts around and! says, "I am independent"! No, you 
member of this church without baptism. Why? Because are not. No one of .us is -independent.· W'here did you 
it is 'plainly enjoined: in the Word of God·, and, we abide· :get your coat? You could not ·plake one. At least if you 
by the. Word. 'Baptism always precedoed church mem- ,did, you would want to get out of the· country! You had 
'bershi-p in the New Testament,and by that they were to 'get 8Omeo~e else to ml!ke it for you. Who ·cooked your 
added to the company of believers. The ordinance of the breakfast for you this -morning? I 'suppose you CQuld 
Lord's Supper is just as much a command of Jesus 'Christ manage that for a day or S{), ,but.it would soon tell on 

,. as the ordinance of baptism. We a·re to :be baptized once; you if you had to do it long. We are mutually dependent, 
we are to rememlber the Lord's. death as frequently as in all the relationships of life, and so we are in . our 
opportunity may ,present itseJf. If you are walking in church affiliations. To one is given the word of wisdom, 
fellowship with 'God you will want to. remember the Lord's and to another the word ·of ·knowledge. .He has "set some. 
death. As I view it, the ordinance of the Supper was in the church teachers." Not all· are teachers, but the ' 
observed by the local church, it was a church ordinance man to whom spiritual insight is given,· who is made. a 
-properly; and ,every church member ought regularly to teacher by the Holy Ghost, ought to exercise that talent 
corne to the T·able of the 'Lord. If they do not corne, it and teach others. Different gifts are put into the church, 
is ~n indication of spiritual decline always,. and they are· not given to anyone man;· they are dJis-

Then I believe the churc.h-is necessary for ·mutual dis- tri'buted. "The manifestation of the ·Spirit is' give!). to 
cipline too. There was a ter,rible ca·se in the ,papers -the every man to profit withal", so that in the exercise of 
other day .. My heart was moved, and yet I should be these s·piritual g-ift& the whole bod,y will be edified, aI).d 
the last to criticize the severity of the penalty. But -that·· every man, woman, .b-oy, and girl, have something to do 
poor 'boy, of which, we read, never ·had the care of 'a in the church. Let us see to it that we find our place and 
father and mother; he had' no one· to tell him how to . exercise our functions. 
live. He was knock~d: about_ from pillar to post,. with 'Thus in the larger work, when· th.ere i·s a collective 
·no home discipline, no family life. ·What a pity! He got -testbnony, you will ,recall -the !Spirit address'ed the church 
into trou,ble time after time, and then at last was sent to as a church, not as individual members·. He wrote to '~the 
the penitentiary for four or six years. What a tragedy f church at Ephesus", "the church at Pergamos", and so 
Why? Mainly ·because he lacked the discipline of home. on. It is something to be a member of our own local 

\Why is it that some people ~h() are called· Christians . church because we have a collective testimony to give. 
live so ·irregularly, drifting a:bout from place to place? We s-tand! as ind:ividuals, as savedl sinners; 'but together 
W:hy is it? It is because they have riot had a cp-urch we stand· as a church for the 'great verities of the Word 
home.. It is because -they have not the profit of mutual of God, and we a·re here to carry the message of the 
diSCipline. People will go to the lakesid:e. and because 'gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
'they are away froin the obserVation. of other 'people day ,III. 
after day they are l'ather .. careless .. The man who would I have finally THIS WORD OF CAUTION. There are cer. 
pot think of 'going downtown without shaving, does not tain movements to-day -that make light of the chu~ch _ 

\ 
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and sometimes they are very orthodox. There are some 
brethren for whom i: have a good deal of res-pect, but 
they belittle the chllreh. _ I know a -man who has no 
church, who has no 'organizatipn at .. all; he eannot get 
along with an organization for more than a month, imd 
because h~ cannot get_ along with one he thinks he ought 
not to have one. .so he cries down the church. That is 
unscriptural. I g,rant ~ou that the churches are full of 
defects, and I think we ought to recognize that; but I 
think ~ and! s-ay it humbly -.:.. I think we ou'ght all to 
do as we have been trying to do in Jarvis -Street: if the 
church is not rig~t, try to make it -right. If it fs not 
what it· ought to he, then try to make it better. Some 

_ people go aroundl with a religious clinical thermometer 
in theIr pocket, and' if they ·go into a church they sit 
,baclc with a superior air, and with their arms folded, and 
say. "I will'see what the temperature is here." 

We have a thermostatic system of heating this :build- . 
ing. The temperatu,re is regulated, so tj1atwhen it gets 
too hot the heat automatically shl1'ts off. We used to 
have a dear old man here .who s-at in the congregation. 
You would' ·see him shrug his .shoulder-s, and then get up 
and consult the thermometer. I have seen him wal'k up 
that aisle many a time, take out--his glasses, and if that 
thermometer told ,him the temperature was right, he 
wouId ,put his ,glasses away - and go back to his pew 
and feel quite warm! But until he had seen it he was 
not 'quite su,re the temperature was u,p to the mark. 

Some ,people go 10 church with a thermometer in their 
pocket and. say, "Well, the preacher was not quite up to 
the mark this morning"! I wonder .j.f such a one ,had to 
preach morning and evening· for fifty-two Sundays in 
the year, and then do a thousand. other things in between, 

- 'would he never have an "off da~"?, And! then ~someone 
did. not ,shake_hands with him at the dioor! The poor 
man who overlooked him may have had a sick wife at 
home, -but that did, not matter' at all. When he goes to 
church it is the business of everyone else to see. that that 
particulat:' person is loo'ked after. The preacher was not 
quite up to the ~ar'k. and no one else was. He goes away 
saying, ''WeIl, the temperatu,re wa,s a little ·bit: down in 
JarVis 'Street this morning." . . 

That is poor business, my friends. Break your thermo
meter, throw it. away; and ·get a bundle of sticks. If it 
is not warm enough, then light a fire. If things ilre not 
quite up to the mark, open your hymn-book and say, "If 
no· one else s'ingog in"this meeting this morning I am 
going to sing. Here is a1 poor fellow not singing. There 
must be something wrong' with him, and T am going to 
sing tw~ce as loudly." Before you have got through the 
second· verse he will be singing too! If you go to church 
prayerfully, a-sking that ,God will send down fire from 
heaven, invariably you will discover that the church is 
a warm place - for you have hel'Ped-t~ warm it. 

. Nothing is easier than to stand off and find· fault with 

things the more convinced I am that money ought' to be 
put into the hands of p~ople who 'are responsible. I am 
hot going to commit good money to people who are' ever
lastingly. starting some new thing. There are some 
people who are a,lways beginning a new thing. Spurgeon 
once said that some people he 'knew ou'ght to be' good 
at beginnings - for they had, been at it ever since he 
had. . known them. The. man who has alwaV's s'ome new 
cause to plead, 'and never stays long·at anything, cannot 
have my money even fOl' the Lord's work. I want to find 
some movement that is es-ta:blished, in the truth; and that 
has the approval of God upon it; and- I will trust my 
money to-organizations' of that sort. 

But there are movements -that. decry the church. cry 
drown the church; and yet 'for every dollar they get they 
are -dependent upon the churches' they denounce. If every
one were to do as they do, there would :be no churches, 
and there would -be no one ·to give to .their support. I 
once went i,nto a :big apartment hou,se an the coast. The 
owner had. an apartment in the place, and he told me that 
when the architect· built the apartment, unknown to the 
owner, he laid a pipe· underground-, a steam pipe, from 
the 'boilers that ·heat the apartment to his own house 
a block and a half away. 'For three y~ars he stole heat 
to ~is own home. He never put a ton of coal into the 
furnace, he did nothing at all to keep the furnace going; 
'but his bouse wa,s heated by that apartment a hlock and 
a half away. "Why," ·you'say. "that was not honest". 
No, i-t was not honest. And what right have I to go to 
a city and: denounce the ehurches, and then' take a great 
offering for missions, not in cash but in pledges. So 
M·r. This, That, and· the Other, sign up to pay within 
twelve months. But who is 'going -to keep them warm 

. spi'ritually s~ that they will keep their. pledges? Who is 
·going to minis~er to these people 080 as to 'keep them 
mindful of their obligation, so that hy and by they wiII 

. pay what they 'have promised? WhoJ The very churches 
that 'have :been denounced. 'They have got t9 put the 
coal into the furnace: ther have got to do the 'heating. 

.These -movements that <hlnoqnce the churches are really 
parasitical. Let us go bac'k to the simple principles of 
the New Testament: stand 'by the word of God; evange
lize; and, having done -so, establish churches; and when 
we have establis·hec! 'churches, teach the people to give; 
then let them go out and· preach the gospel and esta'blish 
more churches, and so carry the 'good news to the ends 
of the earth. 

SUNUAY IN JARViS STREET 

The. past Lord's Day was.a time of great blessing in 
Jarvis Street. After a remarkable 'Saturday ni'ght 'prayer 
meeting, the ,people came with a sense of expectancy to -
the Sunday services .. Dr. Slade preached- with evident 
power at both services. 

, I 

In the morning his subject was, "Confes-sing Christ 
by Baptism." Seven responded to the invitation - three 
for baptism and four for salvation. 

·t.he church. My dear friends, there are some homes that 
are not what they ought to he, but God save us from the 
folly of assuming that .the home is not a divine-institu
tion! Make the home what it ought to be. that iR your 
bu-siness. 'Make the church what it ou'ght to be, and 
Ibeware of those who wouldl cry down God's institution. 
That habit is unscriptuz:al. . 

A-gain in the evening service the preS'eJil,C~ of the Lord 
was a reality. The pa,stor's topic was "Have Fundamen
talists 'Completed 'Their Task?" This stirring sermon 

'There are some people who are supremely concerned. . will. he printed in' a coming issue' of 'THE GOSPEl 
a:bout m{ssions. Well, so am 'I; and the more T know of' WITNESS. 

'-
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Startling News From' U.S.A. 
MOSLEMS ARE SENDING MISSIONARIES HERE 

TO CARRY ON "PROPAGATION OF ISLAM" 
By George W" Cornell .... 
AP Religious Writer 

Even if you call yourself a Christian, 1JOU also may 
qualif1J as a good Moslem. 

",Millions of 'Christians in this country are t.rue Mos
lems," said Sheikh Daoud Ahmea Fai-sel, .spiritual leader 

. of 'the Islamic Mission of America. "They just don't 
know it." .. 

'That may sound incongruous to some "people, steeped 
in grade-school ,notions of the bloody Midd,le Agel! 'Cru
sades again-st so-called' "-infidels" of Mohammed, but it 
i,s the ,brotherly attitude of Mohammed's follower-s today 

Basically, it always.·ha.s been. 
.-it * * 

"'The average American simply. knows nothing about 
Islam," '8-heikh Faisei sam. "It is' the r.eligion of Chris
tians and J ewsand all who believe in one true God and 
who have surrendered to his will and guidance of his 
laws." 

But in t~e United States, he said,. there has -been little 

Althoug,h I,slam permits a, man to mar,ry -more tl!.all 
one woman, it also teaches' obedience to state laws 'Yhich 
bar polygamy in this country. 

ISheikh Fais'el, 63, 10hO became an American citizen 
because he thinks the U.S: Constitution is I/ilamic'in 
rrrinciple, has one wife; ali attractivepoisillil woman who 
,sel'Yed· coffee and: cakes throughout the four-hour inter
view. 

The s'heikh said there have been more than 10,000 con
verts to Islam in this country ·in the last ten yeat's. 

'The main advance, he said, has ,been through' colleae~, 
universities and theological schools man.y· of '-whick have 
begun to include courses on Islam. 

"Recognition is coming abOut through knowledge," he 
said. lIn most Sout-hern stat~s, he said, -Islam has been 
una'ble to get a foothold. . , ; 

Sheikh Faisel said the "g1'eat hope of- OU?' miss·ion i.OJ 
the unification of worship of all people of this 'co'ltntry 
in Islam~ '. . 

"The (lnited States would ·then be the g?'eatest nation 
that'ha!J ever been on the face of-the earth." 

---!From the Rochester, N:Y.,-Democrat and Chronicle 
of December 4,1955. . -

. (ICopied froin Christian Beacon.)" 

recognition of the Jewish-Christian roots of Islam, or that TRAM. P, TRAMP, TO ROMEI 
Abraham, Jesus and Mohammed are, all seen equally as' 
prophets pf the faith'. . The United' Church of 'South India· is the paragon of 

-"Prejudice, egotism and- ignorance have ,ro:b'bed many the promoters of' church unity. A revealing' flash f.rom 
of the truth about'Il'Ilam," the Moroccan-born -im'am said.' wi~hin 'confirms past hesitations. The Rt .. ,Rev: Bi~hop 
",SoIPe sneer and joke and mock;, becaus'C of greed for' Cheloppa· of that ,church, has delivered himself of the 
power; fear of exposure, or the evil idea they are better fol\owin~ reflectiona (South India Mail,. Fe·b. ?-2, 195~); 
than everyone else." . . "Protestants' should; thin'k sincerely of ,possible union 

'In North and .south America, the only_ two major con- with the Roman Catholic Ohurch. After acliieving com-·. 
tinents to which Islam has not spread, in vast numbers .plefe untty. among Protestant~, they should even think 
and influence, Sheikh Faisel's mission 'as the representa- or" union with Catholics·. -·We should' begin to understand 
tive organ for Moslems has ·set these' objectives: each other and ··sympathize . with each other's point of 

"The propagation of Islam, the true fa·ith ... the view. Protestants should, take the trou:ble of' reading 
d-efense of" the "faithful ... the. re-estaiblishmeilt 'of peace, R.C.books and papers to find out the{rp~oblems." . 
love; good' will and human brotherhoo·d throu~h belief in., 'Th' b'- t·.f t' tId' R .. t b 
the oneness of the one true God a,s revealed in I-sl-am." IS rmgs ·sa IS 'ac· Ion 0 an n ·Ian omams PO'-

PrachiciIig Mosle~s constitute only a sm.all mi~ority in' !ication Janarrremi. It "hopes for a responsive ·echo in 
this country ~ about 100,000 by ISheikh Faisel's estimate every Protestant heart. 'Our sepa,rated breth-J;en a"re re- . 
--.!but he believes the spirit' of Islam is moving rapidly a!izing more .and! more -the, absurdity" of their position. -
toward. wider acceptance. For them the prayer of- Newman, "The night is dark, and 

* * * '* I am far from home; lead T.hou me on.''' . . 

"Wit'hin tlie next few years, I see it comfng," he said. -.-.:The Su~a1J School Tirn~8 . 
"This -is the ;best educated nation on earth, and people 
are wi"lling to see the.truth. Eventually Islam will be the 
-governing basis of America." . 

There are fairly large Moslem communities in Phila
, delphi'a, Pittsburgh, ,C-hica'go, 'S'an Franci.s'«o, Los Angeles, 

Sacramento, Phoenix, Washington 'D.C., NeW York 'City, 
. Detroit and Dearb()rn, Mich. , . 

'Moslem' societies, clubs and aca!iemies are scattered 
throughout this region. The firiest mosques are in Sacra
mento, Dearborn - and' a new orie in WashingtoJ!. 

. *. * * 
Islam, in Arabi-c, simply means "submission" to ·God. 

Moslem merely means "believer".. The ,religion is the 
newest and mQst rapidmy expanded of all the world'-s 
great faiths. , 

Its teaching,s embrace ancient Hebrew laws. includ-ing 
the-'TenCommandments, and bans against usury and 'pork 
eating. It also incorporates tenets of Jesus, all a8 ex
pounded by Mohammed. 

, 

A tetter from French Canada 
It is a pleasure to me to let you know that 'I 'am 

always 'Lntereslted in yo:ur PlIIPer "The 'Gospel. Witnes's" . 
and it is willy I giw my 'subscription for anot:her year to 
'"The Gospel Witness". You Will find a cheque'af $3.15' 
for mysulbscription. . ' . 

I am a 'Fnmdh ICanadian and 'I 'g18.ve my heart to the 
Lord eiglht years algO and, I am miniisterinlg ,the Word 
cd God to my friends .who" ·are Hvillig' in ............................... . 
about 100 mi'les 'f'rom my home. Each ISunday it Is 'a 
Pleasure !for me Ito ,feed ·thelm in:-t:he Lord. You win . 
understand wlhiy your paJper "'Dhe GoSipe! Witness" is so 
precious !for me. !My Objeeta'Ve !fQr 1956 is to .take 10 
new subscribers'to "The Gosp8l ~tness". . 

Excuse my poor 'En!gliSh and aJdCept Im'y sin'c~re ,thanks 
for your famthf.ul m'inistry towartllme. " . 

Blease !pray !for ·tJhe 'Fr:enldh work in the !province of 
Quebec. 

A!f,felCitionatell:y yours in Ithe Lord, 

r 
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Bible 

THIRTEEN'l'IH LECTURE 
_ in 'lJhe 

ENGLISH B:DBDE COURSE 
TORONrro BAPrlST SEMINARY 

By Dr. C. D. CO~e 

January 12th, ,195,6 

-'WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION 
'PhiUppiJans 2:1'2-!~ 

THE scripture for the lecture toni'ght is Paul's third
admonition and ha.rks back -to· the first admonition 

in which ,he urges the Philippians to live worthy of the 
'gospel that, -whether he comes to see them or ,is a,bsent, 
he ,may hear that they are S'tanding fast in one spirit, 
,striving together for -the faith ,of the gospel. In the sec
ond admontion he warns a'gain-st strife and vainglory and 
'exhorts to humility, enforcing his exhortation with the 
~'Upreme ex,ample)of Jesus Ghrist in His self humiliation 
and divine exaltation. And this third' a,drnonition is' much 
to the 'same effect as the other two with an adrvRnce in 
thought, and, with an emphasis on individual responsi
bility. All th~ee .admonitions ~r~ 'appeals to unity and 
peace in the body 'Of Christ. Here he admonishes each 
OIie of the Philippians tQ work out his own s~J.vation in 
a s'pi-rit of humility, without murmurings and d:isputings. 

iWe 'have here a fusion of two a'pparent· antagonisms, 
and what God has joined· together, man must not put 
asunder. Paul did not see any con'fIictbetween the two 
statements, "You wor-k out ... For God 'Work!! in you." 

, I think the -truth of, the ,passage before us has been ob
scured! 'by the smoke of battle between' two contending 

. theologies. . . 

"Armhllanism is at ·best a .poor tbusines.~ in trying ~o 
make this> passage teach salvation· 'by works. And I feel 
that many ·Calvinists have at least quoted one statement 
in trumpet tone's while they have quoted the other, if at 
all, in 'a whisper: They reach. a conclusion d.ifferent to 
Paul's when they read, "For it is God which wor-keth in . 
you both to will and" to worlk." Arminiani-sm"is basically 
wrong in making salv-ation d'epend- upon human works. 
It confounds- merit and mercy, mixes law and 'grace, and 
invalidates both the' law and the go&pel. Calvinism may 
need improving at certain points' but truth will not over
come the 'system fodt is basically .right. 

This script~re is very plain if 'We win 'allow it to mean 
just what it say's. It does not say, "It is God which 
worketh in you: therefore, ta,ke your seat and wait for 
Hi'm to work." Here is a COmmand to "Work, not to' idle
nes's. This isa command to work with fear and trembling, 
not with ease and self complacency. It is a command 
with an encoul'agement: "Work out your own salvation. 
For it is God, which wor-keth in you to will and to do." 

• I 

I.' 
-The Command to'Work Out Salvation (12, 13) 

'Wf: shall first consider ·the command. as we have it in 
verses twelve and· ·thirteen: "Wherefore, my beloved, ,as 
ye have' always obeyed, not as in my 'presence only, but " , now much more in my 'absence, wOl"k out your own salva-
tion with fear andl trembling. For it is God; which work~ 
eth in, you ;both to wiU and to do of his good pleasure." 

The Command Is to Saints 
/ ;Notice, first, who is commaI;lded. ~This command is not 
given to the lost 'but to those who are called saints, to 
those in whom God had :begun a good work, to those who 
had always obeyed.. The true' meaning .of the 'pass'age
d'~pends upon the subjects of addlress. It will 'have one 
meaning if 'adid'ressed, to the lost and quite another mean
ing when addr.essed to the saints. If a ,man is not a he-, 
liever.in Jesus 'Christ, horn of Hi,s Spirit, washed. in His 
blood, the passage before us has nothing to say to him. 

This is a command to'worok out one's oWn salvation . 
. Here is personal res.ponsibility. Every saved man' has 
his' own- salv-ation to work out.. No one else can work it 
out for him. Here is a commalld to . practical godliness-. 
This command has to do with oui' daily work. ..salvation 
is not merely a bed to lie upon; it is a field, to work in. 
Salvation is not only something for enjoyment. And the 
person who .has no other -use for it is not ~pt to enjoy 
it very much. Salvation is not a feeling of complacency 
against the day of jud1gment; it is an industry to he 
worked at. WOl"king out salvation is not like drffting 
with the tide. "but like swimming again&t the current. 
All ,Christians a·re labouring men and God is the capital
ist. Weare all "!buck privates, comrades-in-arms, and 
Jesus -Ghrist is our commander-in-:chief. Salvation is not 
to be wor-ked for, ,but to be worked out. Salvation must 
be in us before it can he worked ;by us. !Salvation is not 
something which God begins and we complete. God. does 
not plant the germ of life andl leav.e us· to develop it. 

God Does All and We Do All 
Q'here is a sense ,in \~hich God does all. "He carries on 

the ·good work whi<;h He begins in us. It is He that per
fec'ts that whicih concerns us. Salvation is not aco~opera~ 
tive work between 'God and us. It is not that 'God does 
His 'part and. we do our part. There is' a sense in which 
God does all, and another 'sense in which we do all. God' 
wor-ks all of salvation in us from beginning to end. And 
we wor-k all of the. salvation out from 'beginning to end .. 
A quotation f·rom Jamieson, FauRRet apd Brown is to the 
point 'here: "'Man is in different senses' entirely active 
and entirely passive, 'God producing all, aM we acting all. 
He pro.duces our own acts. It is not that God does some 
and we do the rest. God does all, and we do all. God is 
the only proper Author, we the only prop'er actors." 
.There ar~ many natural illustrations of this principle. In 
the physical realm, God gives us life and we do the -breath
ing. He gives' us sight and we do the seein·g. So in the 
s'piritual realm, God gives life and we do the living. He 
'gives repentance· and. we do the turning from sin. He 
'gives the faith and we do the turning to Ohrist or the 
believing. He gives the strength and. we do the working. 
He works in us secretly; we work openly. He dispels the 
darkness and we are seen as li-g'hts in' the world. The 
principle is fl).rther illustrated in the parable of the vine 
and the branch-es. The vine produces al) the fruit; the. 
'branches :bea·r all the fruit. :The 'power for fruit-bearing 
is 'all in the vine, :but ali the fr-uit is on the branches. Th'e . 

, 
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fruit on the 'branches i·s visible.; the strength in the vine poor in spirit, as mourning over sin, and hungering after 
i:s invisible. It is not-co-operation in the' sense· tha,t. the righteousneSs. Now we' are to work this ex·perience out.. 
vine bears some of the fruit and' the branches the rest We are to show iby speech and by' deed that we are not 
of the fruit. IChrist said, "I am the vine, ye are the proud of self. Using the words of Paul in the next chap
;branches ... without 'me ye can do nothing." It is by ter, "We are the circumcision, which wor-ship God in the 
abiding in JUm that we get strength for frtiit-bearing. s'pirit, and· rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 

in the flesh." -
External and Inteni'al Salva~ion Distinguished 

We might distinguish 'between externaJ. salvation and The Ground of True Hope. 
internal salvation. External salvation was the work of 'Thi,s experience ha's' to do with ICh.rist. 'Christ fills the 
Ohri'st on-the cross when He,put away sin by the sacrifice believer's horjzon of hope; Christ is our ·all and in all 
of Himself; internal salvation is the work of .christ in in .salvation. We tru·st Him and !have no other object of 
us hy the .Holy Spi.rit. External salvation makes us safe; faith. We love Him and' acknowledge no other Lord·. His 
internal salvation makes us sound. -Ex·ternal salvation is blood is precious to us and we trust nothing else ... And 
ju'stification and is instantaneous and absolute; internal this experience is to he worked. out. We are to show 
salvation begins in regeneration ·and is .prpgressive. and, I by lip' and· by life that 'Ghrist i·s our Lord and our 
throughout this life, is only relative. External salvation' Saviour. ,We strive to be what He 'Wants us to. be, to do 
is delive.rance from the guilt of sin! internal salvation -is what He tells us to do, and-to go where He tells us to go: 
deliverance f.rom the defilement of' sin. External salva- We are to keep His comman·dments and seek His, will for 
tion delivers us, from the penalty of sin; internal salva- our lives. That is working out salvation. 
tion delivers u-s from the presence of sin. External sal-
vation . is a present fact for the believer; internal salva- . The Source of Strength 
tion is'a future 'hope to "be realized when we awake in Now we shall next notice with what spirit salvation ·is 
His Hkeness. In'a -general sense the Roman epistle treats to 'be worked! out. It is to ,be done' "with fear and. 
o'f external ·salvatIon to 'be received and enjoyed by faith.' trembling". 'l'here is to be no self--confidence or self
And Philippians treats of internal-·salv~tion worked in ·sufficiency. If I feel that I am able to work out salvation 

. us by God, to be worked out by us. without any mistakes or :blunders or failures; then there 
will not ·be any fear and trembling. If I join tpe church 

The Experience of Grace Analyzed boastfully, expecting to show others ·how to do the job, 
Now the salvation of our text hi internal 'salvation or then ther~ will not 'be much fear and trembling. W'e are 

salvation in the 'SUbjective sense. It is salvation con- to shun self-confidence on the one hand and lack of coni 
.si-dered as an inward e~erience of grace. Only he who fidence in Christ on the other h'and. We must be weak 
has experienced 'g·race in his soul can work out this salv.a- in ourselves but strong in the grace that is ih the Lord 
tion. It will help us to underSltand the exhortation if we Jesus ·Christ. Our pastor has given us a good motto .for 
analyze the experience of grace. The salv.a·tion we are the New 'Year, "I can d,o all thi:ngs through Christ which 
to work out is something in us. It is a Go.d-wrought eX-strengtheneth me." But to work out s'alvation with fear 
perience that we are to translate into deeds. Thi-s experi- and trembling is to ,be ever conscious that without Him 
~nce relates to· tliree things: to'sin, to self, and to 'Christ. we can do nothing. Salvation 'pegins in' the heart and is 

Convic~ion of Sin eX!pressed ;by the' handis andl the feet and the tongue and 
to reverse this order is like painting the pump to pu.rify 

,First. it has' to dO with sin. In an experience of grace, the water. It is Ii'ke colouring the' apple to make' the 
sin is real and awful, and in my heart I mourn over it, tree good. We should take care of the heart hy living 
turn from it and strug.gle against it. Now this experi- close to the ISaviour. By 'keeping the heart, with all diH-
ence i·s· to be demonstrated. I am to show ... by tl1e way gence the outward conduct wiJ.I take care of itself. If we 
I live that I hate sin, that I g.rieve over it and that I live ·humbly and tru'stf.uIIy :before God we shall :be alble 
S'hun it. A saint is not a sinner running into sin ·but a 
s'inner running fr.om sin and when overtaken 'in sin h.e to live boldly before men .. If we. live on our knees 'pefore 

God we shall 'be able to stand: on our feet before men. 
mourns, ag!i confes:ses it to God. If we fear God we shan'fear none else. 

Abhorrence of Self 
'This' experience Of grace 'has to do with ·self.· In an 

e~erience of grace, the sinner sees himself as God sees 
. him. He t.a'kes sides with ,God' against himself. - He justi

fies God by accepting God's'verd-ict about h·imself. Like 
J db, he abhors himself. And' like Paul, he has no' confi
dence in the flesh.' Now we cannot 'hate sin without 
hating self, for sin is It part of ourselves. The only thing 
we can lay claim to as our own is ou·r ·s·in. We are stew
ards of everything we have but our sin. No·w it may not 
be good psycilolO'gy to hate one's self bt1t it puts us in 
good company. Job abhorred himself; Isaiah confessed 

. that he was unclean; 'Moses humbled ·himself before the 
Lord; Jeremiah felt most keenly his own unworthiness; 
Paul calls himself a wretched: man, even the chief of 
s,inners. The ,pr.od-i·gal as· a typical sinner came home 
taJ.king about his sins and confessing his unworthiness. 
John said that if we deny sin we deceive ourselves. Our 
Lord pictured those in the kingdom of heaven as being 

, II. 

Tlie Manner of Working Out" Salvation (14) 
Now the' manner of working, out our salvation is, given 

us in verse fourteen. "Do all things without murmu.ring·s 
and disputings." n is' not very easy to determine whether 
murmurings and' di-sputiDigs refer ·to an attitude toward 
'God or toward, men. The word is used in .... both ways.' In 
first Corinthians 10 :'10 it i·s used of the murinurings of 
the children of Israel against God after their deliverance 
from Egy'pt. And in the Septuagint translation of the Old 
Testam~nt, it is repeatedly used of I·srael's complaint 
against God. In Acts. 6: 1 the same word is used of the 

,murmuring-s of the Hellenists against the Hebrews, cOm
plaining that thei,r widows were 'being neglected in the 
daily distribution' of fo04. If thi-s refers to'murmurings 
against -God it means to 'be discontented and unhappy 
with God's care of us. It means to ·be dissatisfied: with 
His, providential dealings with us. This is a grievous 

• 
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and a dangerous s·in, and hrought sore judigments 'u·pon 
Israel in the long ago. The 'Christian should! be contented 
and happy in' all conditions and tinder all cireumstances 
of life. He is assured that Ood wiII never leave him nor 
fors'a'ke him. He is told that God 'makes all things work 
together-for his good. Now this does not mean that the 
Christian should be insensible to, p'ain and! pleasure. The 
Christian is not a stoic. 'Dhere will be occasions of sor
row 'but with sorrow there will 'be means of comfort and 
in every case of sorrow there will be cause for rejoicing. 
The ,Christian may cry but he must never grumble. The 
Christian should not be stoical or unmoved on the one 
hand, nor d1espairing on the' other hand: He should 'be 
sensitive to pain or pleasure without' being despondent in 
pain or intoxicated in pleasure. Paul expresses this 
paradox perfect~y when he says, '~s sorrowful, yet al-' 
way.s rejoicing." 

Now if the reference is to their attitude and conduct 
towards one another it means that they should: do all 
things without murmunngs- and wrangHngs among 
themselves. This seems to ·fit the general theme and 
context of the epistle in its appeal for unity and peace. 
There is no hint up to now, in the epi-stle,. of any inur
murings against God while there are seve.ral hints that 
the Philippians are not altogether free of· strife and 
factions. Dr. Ro:bertson thinks that 'the reference is to 
murmurings against God 'and d,i~putings or wranglings 
among themselves. The Christian should always be sat
isfied with God's providence in his life and also free' from 
the spIrit of 'qUarrelsomeness. The Christian should' de
li-ght in his Heavenly Father's ca·re and alllQ be ·sIGW to 
take offence ·at his brother. The Christian should enjoy 
.the peace he has with God through ,Christ and, as much 
as lieth in him, live 'peaceably with all ·men. If our Heav
enly Father sends. afflictions' let us bow in adoring wor
ship and humble ourselves under His mighty himd. If 
He send'S that Which is. pleasant and agreeable. let IJS -be 
truly thankful, but in any event let us always be full of' 
praise~ trusting HiS' jud'gm~nt in all things. 

P.aul covered more ground~ than we may think when he 
exhorted us to do all things without murmurings and 
disputings. Thi,s spirit of mu.rr.nuring and wrangling is 
the incubator in which most other evils are hatched. If 
we will watch these things there will not he so much 
danger from other evils. He who wOl"ks out his salvation, 
d:oing everything delightfully before ·God and: peaceably 
·before men, will ,be a happy and a useful Christian. Love 
to God~ and to men is the,fulfilling of the law. 

III. 

The Results of Working Out Salvation (15, 16) 
Now in verses· fifteen ·and· sixteen we have the i)nd or 

the purpose of such a life.: "That ye may be blameless. 
and harrpless, the sons of God., without rebuke, in the 
midst of a croo'ked and pervers'e nation, among whom ye 
shine as J-i.ghts in the world; Holding forth the word of 
life; that I may rejoice in the d'ay of Christ, that I have 
not run in vain, neither laqoured. in vain." . Let us pon
der some of these words. 

To be blameless is ·to be free' from just censure 'by 
other·s. The Ohris'tian should so live 'tii'at malice and 
criticism are: dUInib, wit.h nothing to say against him. 
The world .has a very hi'gh standard for Christi·ans and 
we should seek to reach it. The lost man does not e~p!!ct 
much- of himself in the way of 'good:ness 'but he expects 

perfection from -us. Arid this is a compliment that we 
should seek to justify. Alexander MacLaren -say.s that 
it would, not he a bad rule'for us to do what irreligious 
men expect us' to do. They expect us to be perfect; let 
us' ma:ke that our aim as we wor:k out our salvation. 

:Now the word hal"mless refers to intrinsic character 
while ,blameless refers to the judgment of others. Harm
less has to do with ou,r character, ,blameless with our 
reputation. The word harmless literally means- unmixed' 
or u'I?-adulterated-. It, means·to ·be a genuine Chris.tian 
through and through. This is a day of veneer in furni
ture, of plating in metal, of camouflage in war, and all 

. these are attempts 'to . disguis.e or deceive and to make 
something appear what it is not. To add a· metaphor, 
we can say. that there is much beauty that is only s'kin 
deep in. the spi-ritual as well as in the physical. Dh! my 
brethren, there is nothing more vitally important than 
to be sincere and genuine Ohristians ·before 'God and men. 
We cannot deceive God 'at any time, andi we shlJU not 

. alway!! be a'ble to deceive men. "For there is nothing 
covered, that shall not <be revealed; neither hid,' that shall 
not 'be known." The day is comIng when what ,has been 
spOKen in closets will be proclaimed' from hou-setops. It 
is a terrible -thing to ,parade reHgion while the heart is 
,rotten with -insincerity and pretence. I recall the testi
mony of a prominent .church member in a large church 
in Kentucky .. In ,his dying words he confess'ed that all 
his 'Christia~ life .he ~ad been insincere and a pretender. 

, Lights in the World 

Another ·result of d'oing all things without murmurings 
and d-i,sputings is that we will be ."lights· in the world; 
Holding forth the word of life." We must be. lights if 
we are to hold forth the word of life to others .. We can
not be da·r'kness ourselves and' hold the light before 
others. Many a mother never speaks to ner daughter 
ab'mt salvation because s-he does not live the right kind- of 
life before that daughter. Many. a father never speaks 
to -his. son a,bout Christ because he realizes that his son 
knows that 'Christ means little, if anything, to him. 

:Christians' are in a crooked, and perverse generation 
whatever the generation may be. Crooked means 'that 
which is curved, in opposition 'to Hiat which is straight. 
Perverse is more intens'ive and means to be d,istorted 
and twisted. Lost humanity h~s s-werved away from tHe 
·right paths of the Lord- and' lies all warped and. twistecL 
.1 have seen patients with arthritis whose bodiel3 were 
so warped and twis,ted that thE:'Y' hard.Iy resembled a 
human 'bod-y. And these patients ar!! apt illustrations of 
lost, fallen 'humanity which little resembles the man of 
God's making. What terrible havoc sin has wrought in 
the human race so that man made in the image Of God 
is away from God, crooked, 'Warped, twisted - but the 
wreck of the man God made. . 

,Furthe'l'more, ito work out their salvation as Paul urges 
will enable him to rejoice in the day of 'Christ, that he 
has not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. Their faith
fulness would -be Paul's 'glory ,in the. d-ay of judgment. 

IV. 

Paul Antic~pates Martyrdom (17, 18) _ 
Now in verses seventeen and eighteen; Paul anticipates 

his death. He expects to die sooner or later as· a martyr. 
We have observed how his' feelings fluctuate concerning 
the outcome df his trial and pis present im-prisonmel}t. 
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But he expects ~ome day to d'ie as a martyr and he wants 
.'. the Philippians to rejoice with ·him in the prospect of 
. such a death. Death had no terrors to this man who 
loved Christ better than -he loved' his' own life and whose 
faith was ~eautiful in -its simplicity. Paul thinks of his 
anticipated martyrdom as a decapitation. He expects to 
be beheaded. and he speaks o'f his blood 'gus,hing from his 
headless body as' a: libation or drink offering. The .allusion 
is to the Old Testament drink offering which ~a8 poul"ed 

at the bottom of the altar on wh'iclfthe sacrifice was laid .. 
Roman execution was to the aesthetic and sensuous a 
repulsive andi horrible thing, 'but to Paul it was a special 
blessing iii which 'he was adding the drinking offerin'go 
to the sacrifice of ,his 'body in death. Paul 'believed what 

. he preached - that suffering for Christ was a divine 
gift. And! so lie calls· upon the ·Philippians to' ,rejoice with 
him in anticipated martyrdom. It is blessed to die in 
the Lord,';but far more blessed to·die for the Lord.' . 

Some ·Observations· on Prophetical':' Teaching 
A 

By Dr. R. DUBAR~.Y, Ni~es, France 
\ . . 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following article, translated from ately avoided its stu~y in his immortal "Commenta·ries", 
the French, forms the preface to Dr. Dubarry's Devotional h' h t t d! d I f th ht .:I, b I On th Study in Revelation. . In. it h'e discusses his own personal w IC ye s· an as mo e so· oug· anUl a ance:' e 
experience and contact with prophetical teachings and proph- . ·other hand, most of the French works dealing with the 
etical 'teaChers. Written in' a charitable spirit, the article book of Revelation ,are '061y compilations, popularizations 
does not question the sincerity·of those with who~the author or pla:garisins of foreign writings .whose teachingPo are 
disagrees. We trust: that our readers will read it in the often i:liRputed in their own countries and whose intrinsic 
spirit in which it was written for the' present tendency to value is s'ometimes singularly poor. . '; 
make the matter of eschatology a basis. of fellowship is 
indeed lamentable. W'hen, in our youth, we. were privileged to' attend 

Spurgeon's ·College. we remarked 1;1ow, 'in matters of. 
"rJ1O UNDERSTAND Scriptu·re, we must find a sense prophecy.· the circumspection of this prince among 

.I. 'in which' all the s'eemingly. contradictory passages, exegetes was reflected in his lectu,res and those of his 
agree. Whoever 'wants t'o present the meaning of Scrip- associates. . , .. . 
ture and does not take that 'meanin'g out. of Scriptur.e. i.s' '. ' I.'. , 
an enemy bf Scripture: 'The tru'e. sense is not that of the In those distant days, the ideas .of John Nelson Darby 
Jews; :but in Jesus Christ, a~l a'ppa,rent' contradictions' on pI"ophecy. were aI-ready overflowing his sphere of in-
harmonize." . , . fluence and were on .their way to 'gaining. an' assured and. 

'The above quotation from Blaise Pascal will introduce -surprising s'Uccess. No one other than the famous .Lord 
our study. We feel bound to raise 01:lr humble voice in N~lson'had been his godfather and to him he owed one 
a time characterized by a v:ast conflict of ideas on proph- of his "Christian" names. T·his strange religious geniu·s, 
ecy, a time wljen the traditional evangelical schools are who 'has well deserved Jlis reputation as the Goliath of ' .. 
opposed~ by a school whose widely-accepted teaching.is strict . dissent, :benefitted from the solid, rulture. of the 
related to the ·rabbinical conceptions, We shall present Irish aristocracy to which he 'belonged. He' was ~t .fil·~t . 
our convictions against the :backgroundl of our own a lawyer with a most brilliant' futu,re. He very soon left 
experience,.1 this profession and with touching earnestness he em" 

More than sixty years a'go, it was a great joy' for us to barked u'pon a self-denying 'pa,storate in the establis'hed 
discoyer and. eagerly re~d, at a Parisian se'dond-hand chur-ch. A great innovator, "he became extremely anxious 
hookseIler',s, the fi,rst work ever written 'by the great to see his church united with Rome. However his 're'so
French evangelist Ruben Saillens. . It was an adaptation lute and fervent disposition' suddenly' hrought him into' 
in French of a' chapter taken. from "The Approaching a movement s.et on spiritual reformation. In Ireland, 'and· 
End of Our Era", in. which Grattan GiIinness, Ruben later- in 'Great Britain, this movement- had begQn to bring 

. Saillens'. first ma.s.ter, expounded in a masterly ,man'ner' together. towards 1825, numerous elements among the 
the views of the historical school of interpretation. devout upper cla-ss who were in' ·the Establishment. .' 
S'hortIy after, we were able to buy the complete work of It was not long before Darby was en'joying a consider-~ 
Guinness, thu-s laying the first stone of 'our English a:bie influence in those circles, and almost at once he· 
library. made use of it in bringing. ·about, for purely. logical rea-

·sons,·a.schism with Anglicanism. For reasons of a much 
Approximately one hundred years ago, a 'catalogue was' Plore complex nature, he hecame- instruinental in causing 

publis·hed giving; in fifty-two columns', a list of the then-' historical splits from several of the outstanding leading 
known works on the ·book of Revelation .. Toaay, that list . lights in the new movement. Although he had nhtbrought 
would be considerably longer. And SQ, we must· confess it into being, he ended by' assuming sole control,' thus .' 
~ith a certain feeling 'of d'espair the inevitable .gaps of being able to faS'hion it into a religiol!s system of hli' 
our own documentation on the final things. own creating. Right from its· inception .this system was 

In the F.rench-speaking countr.ies, the boo;k of Revela- "profusely refuted, unprecedented as it was in evangelical, 
tion and matters connected with its' study have suffered his·tory. But Dal\by's high' inteIHgence, unbend~ng will 
a most super.ficial treatment.

1 
During the first centuries and genuine piety assured him much supp'ort from' Protes· 

of our era, the 'mysteries and the problems of thi,s book tants, and facilitated a dictatorship which led him' to 
caused it· to be wrongly looked upon as uncanoqical. In have individuals. assemblies and 'groups' of a!lsemblies p.x, 
more reGent' times', for the same reasons, the most quali- communicated by vigoroUS "purges'} which extended. even 
fied commentators have shown great prudence in its in- as far as the Antipodes, Among th'e importl,lnt men who 
terpration" : The greatest of them, John 'Calvin, deUber- shared this' fate are the godly philanthropist George 
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" Muller, and Benjami.n Wills Newton whose knowledge and 
Christian fervency made him equal to Dallby himself; ht' 
was also hi'g.hly esteemed by· 'Spurgeon for those qualities. 

B. W. Newton's bro-ther-in-laW'waos'S. P. T.regelles"welf. 
known on account of the new impulse·he gave to research. 
on the 'Greek New Testament. The' latter must 'be credited 
with haying re-esta:blished the &riginal text of the 'book 
of Revelation, which the' a.uthors of the Received Text of 
the sixteenth century had hastily and· arbitrarily dete·r
mined, thus unconsciously yielding to an evil design' of 
Satan, Sharing all the views- eipressed by Ne~n in 
his famous, '''Thoughts on the Book of Revelation", and 
the two volumeS' of -hlil "Prophetical Researches", Treg-

. elles rightly declared at the close of his life that the 
extenuating, life-long controversies which separated 
Darby and. Newton were only due to their original dif
-ferences concerning the doctrine of final thing'1!~ Although 

_ Darby's temperament and' convictions led him to be un
duly severe with his adversaries, h.e later insisted. at a 
frien_d's table, that Newton was 'yet "the most pious man 
'he had ever known." 

'Our purpose in recalling those forgotten episodes is to· 
bring out in clearer light the uncommon fate of John 
Nelson Darby'S views. Those views were so ne~ and· so 
different, and they were so vehemently defended by their 
·supporters, that it .was only natural that .they sh9U1d have 
received an ad:equate and h"andy name - the "Darbyist 
views". Although that epithet was never accepted by the 
interested' party or by his disci,ples, we shall legitimately 
'use it here, for ·a purpose of simplification and clarity. 

Now, wheoreas Darby's ecclesiastical conceptions were 
met wit.han almost general ,and vigorous opposition, his 
prophetic views triumphantly spread all around the world. 
'And yet, the best- 'his·torian of the Dar,byist movement 
concludes that "it 'was the child of. the ex.pectation of an 
immediate retu·rn of IChri-st. If someone had said to the, 
first Brethren that over a century later .the church would 
still be on earth, a smile of pity would. have been the only 
answer. And yet the facts speak for themselves: obviously· 
Darbyism owes its rise and development to erroneous 
ideas, . and' .those . ideas exercised a d!ecisive. influence 
on ·alI the ipl"inciples which charactel'ize' the his,tory of 
the :moveJilen't," 

'Thus is'explained why, af.ter having ot:iginally deprived 
English, 'German, .:Sw.iss ·and F.rench Protestantism of 
most of its 'best elements, Da.rbyism later' divided into 
inore than thirty branches and finally met a soil imper-

_ vious to all penetration, in sp'ite of its 'Variegated features 
and the frequent excellence of its followers and, of its 
wor-ks. lit the'UnitedllStates' f6r instance, where the Re
fo~med- Church members some ~two and a half million 
member·s, the Lutherans nearii five million, the Method
ists around ,nine miIUon and the Baptists over seventeen 

, million, all the branches of Darbyism only numbered. ac
cording to pre-war - perhaps· incomplete - statistics, a 
few tens of thousand adherents, who, it must ·be added, 
were noted for their high ·standard of spirituality. 

And· yet, in the prophetical realm, DarQy. practically' 
won over all the "pietist" cirCles of 'the United States and 
·Canada. We must however lay stress on the' fact that 
those circles have .become more and more unaware of the 

, true origin of theit convictions. Dar-by. and his disciple!! 
were literally ,stolen by 'hosts of .popularizers who flhen 
.copied- one another ·and" thus-beC~me less and less ex·plicit 
as to the sources of their ·knowledlge. In -most caSes, those 

·sources seem. to .have been nonestly lost sight of by thes'e 
half-scholars who owe thei·r fame to the attraction which 
the subject of prophecy exercises u'pon' people rather than 
to their personal research. • 

In the United States, to which. we refer because)t is 
the largest and most influential evangelical field in t.he 
world, there are very few preachers who do not possess 
in their repertoire a series of. sermons on prophecy. These 
are. often sens'ational and enhanced. by ingenious charts 
and diagrams concerning the order or even the time of , 
final things', 'With some of th.em, these matters ·become a 
speciality. ISUC~ 'was the case of the most popular 
·prea~her in evangelical New York, the old fighter of 
Swiss ·stock Haldeman, whose teaching was strangely 
identical to that of Darby' whom he practically ne~er men
tioned. by name, In the same way, many renowned re
vivalists attract attention by putting these fascinating 
views to the forefront. 

'The great Bi'ble Schools which, hy ·means. of ingenious
ly simplified and graded cour..ses, train innumerable and 
often excellerit servants of God are ,pl'actically all won 
over to Dar-by's prophetic system. Devotedly clinging to 
the interpretations of their ma!!ters, 'a host of pastor!!, 

-itinerant evangelists and faithful wopten conscientiously 
(and unconsciously) spread everywhere the tares of hu
man fallible conceptions together with the wheat of their' 
unadul~erated evangelical faith. ~!te public greatly ·rel
is'hes the enticing theories which are 'offered them, such 
as,Jor instance, the theory which assures them that they 
will e~ape the "Great Tribulation", provided that they 
possess certain spiritual dispositions. Thus the facile 
welcome which those preachers receive sometimes 
prompts theom to dwell more on their prophetical curios 
thiin on the 'Gross of Jesus Christ-even though the latter' 
remains an essential article of their creen. But where the 
treasu·re which engrosses ~he, mind is~ there will finally, 
be the hea~t. . 

As, with silent emotion, we visited in. Philadelphia the 
office of Dr. Scofield, the editor of the. celebraled Bible' 
which bearS' his name, we were not in the lea·st surprised 
to discover O!l his shelve.'! numerous works by Darby and. 
his d;isciples. That Bible nowhere mentions Da·rby's 'name 
and only spea'ks of hi-s school in an o'bscure way. And yet 
it is probably the most influential popularization of that 
school. It was .printed. iby the renowned, Oxford Univers.ity \ 
P'ress, the head- of which ' was Henry Frowde, a Darbyist 
Brethren wpo had gained a well-ea·rned reputation. It
soon outclassed all other similar works. Put into the 
hands of milliens of readers,. :Sunday 'School teach'ers and 
scholar.s, and Christians full of genuine religious fervou'r, 
it brin'g's ~verywhere John Nelson Dar-by'·s prophetical 
view..s subtly d;iluted with things which would otherwise 

"be very good. Considered.' from a c~mmercial viewpoint· 
alone, the entel'lprise'is' operated on a big scale. And as 

. the Bible is very widely advertised, the position~ it holds. 
constitute the foundations 'hitherto unshaken I)f what 
most of American evangelicals consider as the true pr~
phetical ~rthodoxy. Moreover, in spite of the op'position 
of the modernistic leaders, the Scofield, Bible, even finds 
its way intO their churches, 

!To Darby'~ school can also he linked the book. "Jesus 
Is ,Goming', which was ad:vertised :and. circutated every
where in great nJlffiiberlil by its author, W. E. Blackstone. 
Entrutlted ·by pious oil-magnates with a fund amounting 
to more' than a million dollars, he was thus able to spread 
hundreds 'of thousands of copies of this volume. As .we 

\ 



14 '(638) THE GOIPEL WITNESS and PllOTUTANT ADVOCATE January 19,1956 

were having a friendly chat with him nea'r, Los Angeles, 
he explained to u~ that he had just made arrangement 
with a publishing hou,se to have twe~ty thousand. copies 
of his ,book priI};ted in French. Those books were to be 
sold at low price or.'given away! What school of intel'
pretation c~uld possibly compete wi th him? And yet, in 
spite of his exquisite Christian qualities, ,Blackstone was 
baaly mista:ken. We can still hear Mm assure us, as we 
were sitting with him in ,his attractive home, that it was 
not the time for him to give attention to ,the missionary 
wotk, of which he had! yet ,been one of the, 'most devoted 
Pfomoters .. ,Nothing mattered' but the imminent ,return of 

"Christ, and it was necess'ary to maoke it known. He firmly 
believed that he was to 'be the ·privileged' witness of that 
event, towards the trJ,onth of Septem;ber, or Octo'ber at the 
latest. He thus spoke on April 21, 1927; this devoted 
serVant of God was soon to ;be called' home by his Master. 
And yet, his convictions wel'e so deep-rooted that he had 
spent thousanda of dollars in having numerous weather-

still on. However Mauro's conclusions were acknowledged 
to be, well-founded 'by a number of qualified evangelical , 
specialists. 'Several of them '- and 'Cam,pbell Morgan in 
particular, who is considered by many as the most com
petent of commentators - declared that Mauro's bulky 
work on the lhook of Revelation is the most plausi'ble 
commentary he 'hadl eyer examined,. ' 

Before knOWIng Maur~ in the privacy of his home, we 
,exchanged letters with 'him. We were thus 'able to find 
that, although having taken a dlifferent course, we had. 
reached identical conclusions on numerous points. In 
various· countr.ies, othera have had the same experience. 
It would therefore 'seem that this is a providential indica
tion for 'the present days. A decisive ~1imination of all 
erroneous interpretations in the field of prophecy would 
appear most necessary; for,· in d.ifficult days, they will 

" ,prove to 00 detrimental to the cause of FundamentaJi.sm. 

III. 
proof cases made, in which Hebrew New Testaments' were 'For history in this ,regard teaches us several lesson@: 
·pack-ed. Those cases were sent to Palestine 'and hidden 'The upheavals which preceded and attended the year 
there, in view of the Lord's coming which ,he thought was one -thousand greatly ha:r:med the cause of the gospel. 
so close at hand. The New Testaments were to' be used. Towards 1660 there arose in 'Great Britain ,he fanatics 
by, the Jewish people at the tim.e of their' restoration to of the "Fifth Monarchy". Persuaded that Daniel's pr()ph
their national privileges. ecy was' to be fulfilled in thei,r day, they proclaimed 

II. 
Only during the ,past' thirty years did a marked ,re

action take place in America against Dar-by's prophetic 
school, whose ascendancy had hitherto remained undis
puted. Among the most qualified ,pioneers of the re
action, the palm is generally 'ass'igned to a well 'known 
writer, Philip Mau,ro. Belonging to the fas;hionable class 
of Washington, he was at the head of one of the most 
important firms of solicitors in the United States, which 
specialized in the litigations between patentees. On sev
eral occasions he victoriously pleaded .before the ,Supreme 
Court to which he was attachedl and, won for the French 
Embassy a case. involving severi~.l millions of dollars. He, 
also won,' for Graham Bell, the inventor of telephone, a 
historical case against 'Edison who had' filed his applica- . 

,tion for a patent the same day as Bell. Although on ~e 
losing side, Edison always 'greatly esteemed Mauro, whom 
he w~lcomed at his death bed for a talk 'on spiritual' 
thiri'gs. ·Since then, the Bell Telephone Company has 'be
come one 'of the most impressiv~, cor.porations in the 
world. 

IThus Scofield, who, before his conversion, bad ;been an 
ordinary lawyer, was to ;be confronted with an opponent 
of the first importance, perfectly acquainted with all the 
sutbtleties' of a close study of ~bscure or disputed matters. 
Saved at the age of forty or thereaibout, 'Mauro immedi
ately retired f{"om business to devote himself to th-e sole 
study of the Bible. As 'he was sheltered from all material 
eare, he gave, for more than a quarter of a century, the 
best part of his time, of' his extensive culture and' ,his 
fjne' 'Christian fervour' to prophetic res'earch. He 'did 
so with perfect intellectual freedom and! with'total ind'e
pendence toward all interest or all school Of interpreta
tion. He was thus led to abandon the views held in the 
Daz:byist circles and 'others which he 'had aUendedat the 
threshold of his spiritual life,' when he was insufficiently 
infor.med. As a .result of his meddtations and studies, 
several courageous works were written. Naturally the 
supporters of the hiatorical scho'ol and those of the 
Dal'byist futurism .:.... which were already opposed to 
each other· - strongly reacted and the controversy' is 

"King Jesus'" and, attacked the armed! force, with the 
assurance that they would not get hurt. As they refused 
to surrender, massacres and; the gallows put an end to", 
their sincere but mist8iken heroism. 

The scientific 'genius of .swE!denborg, the famed Scan
dinavian seer, and the ,remarkable ,gifts of Edward Irv
ing, the pious Scottish ancestor of PentecostaHsm, were 
partly wasted on prophetical s'peculations and ex'pecta
tiODS which were never realized. 

'We were aoble to observe at Salt La:ke City, the Mecca 
of theM!)rmons, to what degree of blind fanaticism and 
honest fervour, of immorality' and virtues, millions of 
men can be ·hrought throu'gh gross and naive views on 
prophecy. 

The history of the Adventist movement shows its pio
neers in 184'3 giving up all. wotk, ,distributing their goods 
and preparing no food· for the day which they believed 
would witness the Lord's return. Nothing happened on 
that date. It was therefore announced that God, in His, 
profound wisdom, had allowed an error of one year. 
Nothing happened! in 1844. Aa a result, internal con
troversies rent the movement and seven' branches which 
issued' from it independently 'and successively fixed the 
!Second 'C()ming for .the year-s 1847, 50, 52, 54, 55, 66, 67, 
68, 77, and so on .. '. tFor years, the Adventist children 
were taken out of..school :because the imminent return !)f 
Chri,st rendered, their education superfluous. 

'The imposter Dowie, who momentarily bewitched 
Arthu,r Booth.,Clibborn and his associates, as. well as the 
illustrious Dr. Torrey, was a master in unfulfilled proph-.. 
ecy. 'In a lesser, ,but yet dangerous degree, we may men
tion Pear-saIl "Smith whose fame knew, during the second 
Oxford movement 'which he inspired', a surprising ris'e 
and decline. Let us also mention 'Smith's oCcasional asso
ciate, Wood, who ended his life in' a scandalous way in 
Brighton wher-e he had undertaken to revive 'the Court 

, of King Solomon. 
IThe shirt-maker from Pittsburgh, Russell, who called 

himself "pastor" without having any' right to the title,. 
wh<f was cond-emned! in his sham~ful divorce, and whQ 
could not Win the action he' hrought for libel' against his 
courageous denouncers, also fell into' prophetic -impos-
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tures. And so d!d bios disciples and his ·plagarists. And 
so did the noisy Rutherford, a gifted businessman whose 
alleged title of "judge" left no trace whatever in the 
year..:books of the- American magistracy whiCh- were COll

suIted upon our ,request by a member of the· New York 
bar. The latter could! only conclude th~t, instead of hav
ing heen jud.ge of the !Supreme' Court of the United 
IStates - as the Europeans were made too often to 
'believe - Rutherford may have temporari'ly occu'pied a 
judge's bench in some remote place,. and played 'such an 
unimportant part that it was not. thought necessa·ry to 
mention his name in the specialized archiv~s. 

Af.ter the F.rench Revolution of 1848 and" the coup 
d'etat of 1852, some Baptists from Northern France be
lieved, from. a study of prophecy, that catastrophes and 
<!bstacles to the gos'pel were to paralyze theil" remarkable 
pioneer work~ With their pastors at their head,several 
important groups within their churches left for America. 
Superhuman hardsMps decimated many, as they at
tempted to clear the land of' the Far West. The others 
settled there and showed great ,Christian faithfulness; 
,but the fruits of their testimony were infinitely fewer 
than those they could ,have. borne if they had pers'evered
in their own country. TKus, ibecause of an error in 
prophetic interpretation, .the rise of their Baptist move
ment in France was probably delayed by a century. Their 
correspondence of that time witnesses to the fact that 
they deeply regretted, thei,r course of action. With great· 
emotion did we visit the small graveyard in Southern' 
Illinois which preserves the names of many of' them. 

!We also 'keepvivid memories of the. impressive pic
tures which, in 1895, covered' the walls of one of the 

· rooms of a London town-hall, on the occasion of a series 
· of lectures on prophecy delivered by the fiery and orig
inal Baxter Who had· fixed, the Lord's return for 1897, 
then 8ucces'sively for the years 1!~01, 1905, 1931. At the 
same time 'he was ·d·istributing in the streets of Paris 

. enormous quantities of .gospels together with strang.ely 
illustrated leaflets oli prophecy. In those leaflets, the 

. author wanted to do better than those who had! seen in 
the 666 of Revelation a symbolical representation of the 
name of Napoleon III, then of his nephew Prince Jerome: 
Baxter candlidly believed that General Boulanger was .the 
one mentioned. in the !boo'k of Revelation ... 

In 1923, at th~ ·bedside of the indefatigable pioneer 
Julien Sainton, then in hospital,· we once' more talked to 
'him about his favouri·te subject, evangelization. We were 
dumbfounded' as he answered.: "I do not feel' called to 
evangelize any more, for the important th'iilg is to pre
pare the imminent return of 'Christ; which I expect to 
witness." -A few weeks later .this 'good and, faithful 
servant of GOd entered, but in a 'different way, into the 
joy· of his Lord!. With ·great ·sincerity he had :been led 
astray throughout his pamphletded,icated "To the Church 
of God" to warn the Christians of the impending coming 

· of Christ: He wrote for instance: "1914 marks the be
ginning of the pouring of the seventh vial. 1985 must 
be looked upon as the close of -the upheavals which must 
precede the glorious return of IChrist with His saints and 
the inauguration. ot His Kingdom. It is therefore towards 
1983-$ that the' era of the blessed! niilleniuml will be 
opened . . .. " Elsewhere we could read: "It was God's 
pur.pose that the Arabs ·should! adopt the 'Crescent a.s a 
symbol for ·their conquests. After !being at the' full, the 
moon must dllCrease ... ; while the ~toman empir~ was 
gradually falling to ,pieces, the J ewe have come bac~ in 

'-

g.reat numibers to their formal" country. Today, it is by· 
t~e million that they have made their way to the Prom
ised Land . . .. The death-blow has been ·given to the 
Ottoman power; The way is open . . .". Let us notice 
'here 1:\1at: first, since its last war, Turkey's recovery 
has thus far been most extraordinary; secondly, up to' 
this day around! one million Jews have, since 1914, re
turned to Palestine; this is a very small portion of the 
seventeen million' which the Jews numhered ;before Hit
ler's slaughter. During the same period of time New 
York City alone has' added a greatal" number of immi
grants to its Israelitish population';' whiC'h now numhers . 
approximately ffiree million. Let us also explain that, 
at the time when the Jewish immigration to Palestine' 

"was started, it was connected· with the vast transfers of 
population which then s'hook' the whole Middle East. 
Following the treaties concluded at that time, no less 
than two million and a 'half people returned, to the I"espec
tive countries of their ancestors, from Greece to Asia . 
Minor and from Asia Minor to 'Gre.ece. Let us also note 
that, on account of .the· stern opposition from a vast 
Arab majority, the settlin~ of the Jews' in Palestine was 
and remains extremely difficult. 'Let us finally remark 
·thaf the recent sufferings of the Israelites in 'Euro]?e 
have gone beyond anything that the world knew before 
1914. Here agin, the inter.preter had heen misled. 

IFinally there is a 'haunting memory we cannot ·pass by 
in silenr,e. 'On "the 6th day of :March, .1982, two 'remark
able servants of God from abroad afforded tiS\ great 
pleasure when, unexpectedly, they came to spend· one 
Sunday with us at· ou,r church. Our brother was full of 
his meeting with B:enito Mussolini only the day before. 
During the course of their conversation with the Italian 
dictator, our visitor, a fervent d.isciple of the Darby
Scofield school, revealed to Mussolini his certaInty that 
the Roman Empire would shortly ibe ,re-established: and he 
very sincerely !believed that this certainty was based, on 
prophecy. For very obvious reasons, the Duce'welcomed 
this unexpected disclosu·re with th~ greatest interest: 

. When closely questioned·, the visitor went into details, 
reading ~biblical texts which supported his conviction. 
Italy's ruler made careful note of it all. Well may we 
presume that he was thus encouraged to crystallize his 
plans' which, starting with Ethiopia and then continuing 
with 'France, were t6 bring mounting ·sorrows to the 
world. This is a new and! striking example' of the in
calcula'ble influence that can be exerted by any venture
some interpr~tation of prophecy on the pal'\ of men how
ever well-meaning. Other evangelicals in every country 
and :particularly i.,n F,rance would lilke to see us forget 
·the emphasis which not long ago they 'WaI"e laying so 
vociferously on the divine mission of the Duce and Hit
ler ....:... the former having shown himself: cynically crim
inal and the latter j.mmensely~ proud, cruel and d·issolute. 

I 
iV. 

We took no pleasure in dwelling on those lamentable 
facts which show an elite of .pious people unconsciously 
wOl'lking to spread, together with . the worst imposters, 
misleading and poisonous views issuing from the father 
of lies. But we feel bound, to warn our readers: 'for 
what are the results? Unjust prejudices are inflicted on 
the gospel, held responsible for the false prophets' haz
ardous guesses. Those prophets fall. into disrepute, to 
the detriment of their influence for good. The deceived 
Christians are encouraged to welcome these sensational 
systems of prophecy or 'get dJiscouraged at their contact. 

, ... 



.16 (640) January 19, 1956 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROT~/ ,rANT ADVOCATE 

, ; -------.------------------------~--------.' .-
, / . .' 

The natural ma'n himself is greatly wronged, when t1w ' II . .1 teds of Mercy on the Sabbath: verses 6-11. 
'h . la'd n proph'ecy muffles "the Voice of the f41'aH.,f!1 Passasges: lMatthew12:10-13;M'ark 3:1-6. 

~fP d
as!: C;r's~' True servants of 'God are led astray. W'i,th this moral defeall; r~nklinJg .in their breasts, ~he 

00 0, . I . .,'. 'P,h:arlsees soug'ht the more fIer'ce'ly to ensn,are the ChrIst. 
The flesh and! Sa.tan are given the opport?mty whose very goodness rebuked Ijjheir wi"ckedness. What a ' 
to oppose brethren who ·could' have otherwise, ~.J1Joyep teiTibie a't'titud'e for 'a.nly ,?ne t<! ~ntertain' when e~erin:g the 
perfect fellowship. . hoU'~e of God! Of :wh.at· ,!pro~·iJt would ~he servIces' of the 

synagogue be to sucll diissemib'img h'ylpacntes? They ren'dered 
tthems'eives unfit· ,to 'I"e'Ceive' tlhe /blessing of the' Lord. We 
mus't enter the house oIf <the 'Lord' in lhumiLity. . 

On ·t'his another slIlbbaththey agam watdhed Cln;s,t' wioth 
critical eyes to see wihetheror not He wouRd ,heai1 !t'he man 
with the wiitlhered' iban~t The ISaviou:r, a:lthouogho He k~ew 

. Vol. 20 First Quarter ' Lesson 5 Janu'ary 29, 1~56 the bitter intent off 'lfueir hearts, delilberately summoned: the 
----------------------------:-----;::------------.,.... man into 'His 'Pres·en'ee. Matthew states t'hat· the Plharisees 

OLIVE L. ,CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) voiced their criti'ci-sm in word's: "Is it lawfu'l 1\;0 heal on the 

Bible -School' L~ssDn Outline 

JESUS FACES. APOSTATE ·RELIGIOUS LEA,I?ERS 
LesSOlll. Text: Luke 6:'1-11. 
Golden Text: "And he said unto them, That t'he -Son of man 

is Lord also oIf the S'a:bbath."-Luke 6:5: . 
I. Works of Nec~ssity on the Sabbath': verses 1-5. 

P.arai'iel Passalges: 'lM'atthew 12 :1-9; IMQrk 2 :23-28..... . 
The Pharisees as a sectt caane into beiIIIg before tJhe New . 

Testament era. Oriogi!ll:a'lly tihey sItood for the .purity of' the 
·"law oIf God, 8.Il opIposed ·to the idolatrous praeti'ees of the 
,heathen. . 'Dhey believed in 'separation :from evil ·and upheld 
the teachiIllgs o'f 'lfue laJW. As. ,time wen't on~ however, they 
ibeca.me narrow, selofoish and sefif-ri-ghlteous in their outlook, 
considerin:g that they a10ne enjoyedtJhe fasvour of Jelhovah, 
f-orgettinlg that they 'had 'been; !b'lessed!. iIi order t'hat they 
mi'gh't loe a Mes·sing to o1ihers, and' th·aJt :1ihe liglh.t of the l'aw 

. 0I.f God, revealed 'to·'them, s'hould Ibe passed on ,to those in 
darkness. Slpiritual pride dha.iaeterlized iIiliem (Luke 
18:9-1;4). , 

From tlhe very begiJ!,mn:g tJhey opiposed the Saviour, view- _ 
, ing 'His deeds in the Hght of 'their own ;prejudices and' 'being 

uIllWiHJnig ·to a~cep"t His witness Ito the F'ather's. love and 
mercy which would be extend'ed to an mankind. Thj.nkiJllg 
to justiify t'heir haitTed 0I.f the Ohrist, -whose every attitude 
and a~t 'rebuked t~eir fa:tse pl-ide. andllhypocl'isy, ,they watched 
for'an oippol'tunity to condle'Inn 'Him. . 

On this occasion they ·thoug'ht .1ihat 1Jhey had discovered "HIm 
failiIIIg to uplhold -the laJW ·regard~IIIg the :S'aIbbath. On "the 
seCond sabbath after 1l'h.e first", prdbably 'tJhe firSt sabba1ih 
atter the selcond' day of unleavened ibread, t'he disciples Ihad 
pJ.u'Ck~· soone 'gl:ain .as they wa:lked' 1Jhrough the fielq and had 
eaten 1ft1e kernels. . 

The action 0I.f jJhe d'isciples in ·g~tlher.iIlig and. eating the 
gram" was pel'lmitted (Deut. 23:25), but the 'law commanded 
t'hat no labour !be Iperiformed on 'illIe sablbath (Exod. 35:2, 3; 
Numb. 15:32-36); it was 'a day .0I.f rest. The Lord"s sanction 
sh~.s thai!; this was ·a case' of neiceSSlity, for 1ft1e. dis"Cip'les 
had evid~ntly becoone :hun:gry in ItJheir joul"Ileyiinrg. -o~y selof-

• rJ'gbteous Pharisee's ",ould have mter.preted-the acttion' 0I.f piek
iDigand. crushlinJg ,therip'enedgrain as laJbour. The Pharisees . 
had en'tire'ly .misund·erstood· the splrit of the :raw; lfihe Lord 
desires mercy, 'rather t'ban s'alcrilfice (Hos .. 6:6; ·Mtc: 6.:6-8; 
Matt. 12:7). . 

Our ,saviour answered thelm wis'ely; 't!he Scriptures are our 
weapon. df defense. He "cited otIhe exaanPle o!f K!img ~vid, 
whom the 'Pharisees did' not dare to criticize. The hofy shew
bread, 'ordlina,riil'y eaten 'by priests omy, ·was iput to sacred 
use wh~n it provided food' for ·the kiD'g. and his followers in 
their tiome of 'extremity (1 S-aan. 21:1-6) .. 

. MoreoVer, 1fue ipriests 'also .profaned the saJliIbath in the 
sens~ ·that the pedol"man'Ce 0I.f ,their 'regular duties <in the 
temple and ithe prep3.l'laJtion m 1fue saJcriofices invo'lved toil 

: (MaJtt. 12:5). 'Merey is to season justice. Since 1ihe sabbath 
was made for man, caring for the w-e'lofare of men is 1\;0 'be 

. considered a 'hi-gther dluty ·th'an 1Jhat of Ipro'tecting institutions. 
. Christ 'Himsel!f has supreme l:\out'h.otity in a:H matters and 
He is Lom' even 0I.f othe sasMla1fu; whatever H'e sandions is 
righit. The Pharisees diSputed albout trivial matters Which 
V\'ould .not ~ave .caused ddd.'lfi"culLty, if 1Jhey 'had recognized 'and 
accepted the Lordshilp of Ohri'st. He has I\lhe answer to ailq our 

• pr()lblems, and sin'ce in 'H·im ·aU truth resides, His" word is 
[,ina!. 

saJbbath ~ays ?!' .. ,(lMatt. 12:'10). IOhrlist anSlW'ered' them by . 
. posin'g a question to tlhem: "Is' it lawfq'l on. the SIaIbbaotll days 
td do·good, or to do ·ml 1 ito save liife or doestroy.!i:t 1" Accord
ing to their 10gJc, i-f mira.cles of hea:ling, w'hidh. were for .good 
and for the saving of life, were not iegilttmaj;e on the saMlath. 
d'ays, then deeds ,off evil for the d'estru~ion of liofe must of 
·n'e'cessli ty be sanctioned. '. 

The Pharisees would' not Hsten to 'His reasoning, and unaJble 
to 'gainSiay t'he mira'C'ie 'per'form&!' in ItJheir midst (,Luke 5 :~4), 
they were fil1ed' with :t:8Ige lbecause they had' been pu.t ,to 'con
:fusion 'before othe peOiple. The truth of 'God is ,the touchs·top.e 
which'reveails"·,t'he hidd'en~ .Sin of the heart (.Reb. 4:12, "'13~. 
From hen'ce!fotltlh. they were determined to destroy Him, . 
seekin'g only the best means to accomplish tHeir evi'l purpose. 

This inlcident Iteaches us tlhat !We are not to give' up our con- • 
vrcti"ons oIf ,truth wlhen opposed by I\:he forces of wrc-kednes·s. 
It als.o shows the foliy of aJt'tem'pti.n!g to resist .tJhe truth of 
God' (2 ,cqr. 13:8). ,.0 Iha.rden onesellf aJgaiinst the ·Lord. and 
against His I\;ru·th· is ,to invite disaster (oM·ark 3 :'5; 2 Thess . 
3:2). . . 

. ' Daily. Bible Readings 
Jan. 23-Apostate' ·Leadera . are' 'Crue'l ................ :. 'Matt. 23 :1-5 
Jian. 24-Aposta'te Leaders are :fuoud, ........ ~ ........ iMaJtt. 23:6-1~. 
Jan. 25-AJpostate Leaders are Btin'd ... ~.............. IMatt. 23 :1-6-22 
Jian.· 26--Apostate Le~d'ers ·are Hypocrites .... lMatt. 23 :23-28 
Ja:rr. 27-.A,postate Leaders are lWil... ................... Matt. 23:29.-35 ' 
Jan. 28---ApostaJte Lead'era are ~eprobates ........ 2 Tim. 3 :1-8 . 
J·an. 2~Aposta;te Leaders are DOO'Il).eid ..... : ............. < Jude b16 

A MODERN PARABLE 
-'''Now it ca~e to pass on a day at n06n that the Editor 

was a guest of a cer.tain rich man: And t.he· lunch was 
enjoyed at a popular restau:r:ant. And the waiters were 
very efficient. And the food. was' good. . 

"Now when the 'end of the meal was at hand, the 
waiter brought unto the 'host the check. ·And the. "host 
examined' it, frowned a hit, hut made no comment. 

.~'But as we arose to depart, I observed ~hat he laid 
some coins under the edge of 'his plate. I know not what 
denomi~ations . the coins were; howbeit, the waiter who 
stood nearby smiled happily, which 'being interpreted, 
means the tip was s'atisfactory. 

. "Now this 'paraible entereth not into merits -or· demerits 
. of tipping. But as I med.itate on the coins' that become 
ti-ps throughout our ,n;tion, I -begin t9 think of tips 'and 
tithes. For the proverbial tip s·hould be at lea,st a tithe, 
lest the -yvaiter turn against you. 

"And as I . continue to think on these ·thing-s, it carne 
~nto me that few people who go to church treat their God 
as well as their waiter. For they give unto the waiter a 
tithe, but unto God they give whatever they think will 
get them by. . _ 

"Verily, ·doth man fear the waite'r more than. he f;areth 
God? And doth he .love God less than 'he love the waiter? 
Or doth the waiter do more for him than his God,.?"· 

.i ~DR .. HAROLD G. BASDEN 

'In Gaines Street Bu-ilde1" 
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