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THE 'UNCHANG'EABLE CHi.RIST 

A Sermon preached by the present Pastor, Dr. ~. C. Slad~ 

In Jarvis ,Street B§.ptist Church,Toronto, Sunday Evening, January 1, 1956 

-. (Electrlicalliy Recorded) 
- "Rememlber tihem ,whicl1 h~ve ltihe'rule over you, who have Spaken unto you the 

woI'd Of God'; wtliose fa:itIi !falqow, con'lllideI'.ing 'lJhe end Of 1lheiT con'Versation:. . 
'" J esuls Ch,rist the 'Same yesterday, and to-day, amd for ever. 

. ' "Be not:-carl"led 'IIlbouit witJh dI'Vers' an~ 'stranJge dootrines., For it ,i:s a ,good ,thilllig 
that the llJ.eart be estalbHshecl'With grace; no't ,W'itJh ,mea.ts, wthich ihave not .profi,ted.them 
tJhat have been oocupied_tllerein."-'He'b'-13:~, ~, 9. 

This sermon is de(!-ic';'ted to .the mem0,ry of our late Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

I ~ELI'EV'E the true ~eJl"Se of thIs 'passage .of. Scriptu,re 
'1S brought out -more clearly by the translatIon of Dr. 

Weymouth· which reader as fonows :-"Remember your 
form'er leaders - it was they who hrought you God's 
Message. 'Bear.in min)! how they . ended, their lives, and 
imitate their faith. Jesus Chri'st is the same yesterday 
and' today -' yes, an'd to' the ages to coine: do not be 
d·rawn aside 'by a:l:l, sorts of strange teaching; for, it is 
well ,to have-the heart omadestedlfas,t through-God's grace, 
and not 'by special 'kinds' of foods, from which' those who 
/1cfUipulously attend. to. them have derived no benefit." 

There is not one of' us who is not at' times tempted, to 
. drift. The tempter, is continual1y seeking ,to 'wetrken us 
in our firm stand. for <the .faith. If' he ca"n. 'effect, not at . 
fir-st denial, but just a compromise ora sUght d·rawing 
away from our strong ,position in relation to the truth 

, a's ,rev~aled in J.esus tChri·st, he is, at least '-for the time 
being, 'quite contented. . 

Also, there tS in' each one of us, apart from the~induce
ments of Satan, a very strong dispO'sition towards ,in
s tabiH ty. 

'~Prone to wander, 'Lord, I feel it; 
Prone' to leav~ the qod I ~ove; 

Here's my 'hea'l"t, db, lta:ke 8iDd seal ~t, 
. :Sea!llt for Tohy 'courts ~." 

Oqr m~in difficulty 'in the q{ristian life, as we all 
experience, I am sure,' is to· continue in the 'things we 

- . 
have learne~. The fact is none of us· i,s 'a's strong' as he 
would like to he i~ the'matter of stedfastness,. It is, of 
course, ·as you ·know, compa,ratively easy to begin it thing, 
w:hether ,it 'be to essay a task ,or to profess a certain 
belief, but 'how to keep on 'keeping, on, indeed, with most 
of u,s, is a very 'great problem. Mr. 'Spurgeon once re
mal"ked, "Some 'folks 'I know ought to 'be, by this time, 
experts at beginnings because they have been doing noth
ing else ever since I have 'known them ~ always ma'king 
som'e, new :begip.ning but never continuing." Our 'Lord, 
recogn,ized this tendency. among . those who early pro'
fessed/ to 'be dIscip'les wpen He ·said, "If' ye continue.in 
my Word then are ye my 'disciples indeed:." 

With a .keen se~'se or' his own inherent weakness and 
observing in others the same tendency to' drift; th~ 
ApOstle Peter, in order to safeguard us 'from a condition 
of instability, issued a faithful warning whicnwe would' 
'aU do well to.heed" "Beware, lest ye also :being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedJ
fastness." 

You will readiily observe that. the Writer of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, which wO\lld appe~ ,to be the Apostle 
Paul, considered that the tendency to di'if.t constituted a 
very real danger. Therefore, during his ministry' in the 
many places he Vi·sited he constantly eJtIhorted the people 
of God. to, "Be &tedfast, unmoveaible, always abounding 
in the work of·,the Lord." To him constancy: was a· qual~ 
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ity, not o.nly to ibe earnestly desired, bu,t to be diHgently 
cultivated . ....At the time of ~riting this Epistle frC)m 
whic·h we have selected. our· t~t, the -Apos,tle was suf
fering from-a·.very s.pecial fea,r in this regard. This fear 

-was chiefly ·C)Ccasioned ,by the removal of a number of 
faithful, s.piritualleaders from their midst. ,Stephen, for· 
instance, had been, as the· first ICla-iS>tian martyr, s-toned 
to death. James aJso had been killed .. How many others 
had: died':by natural means, we do not know. _' 

iMy friendls, it is indeed an- anxious time when God . 
takes away from His church and the world a faithful 
pastor and especia:lly one, as in ou'r case, who ·was such 
an outstanding 'Christian leader.: What was the exact 
nature' of the ApostI'e's fear in this .connection J wonder? 
Do you not think that we ·have it explained in the warn
ing word,s 'he spoke to the Ephesian elders at Miletus? 
(the last .time, so far as 'we know, he addressed them). 

, In order to remind, ourselves of 'the important charge 
giv.en at that time, I ·Slhall quote from Acts, Chapter 20, 
verses 28-3'1. . . , 

"Take heed therefore unto you:rs~lves, and to alI 
lbhe flOOk, over ,the whlCh the Holy Glhost 'hath made you 

- - overseers, to Ifeed !tihe 'church c:if God, w'bich he hath pur
chased ,w\i.1:h, h~s 0Win blood. For I know 'this, Itih~t alter 
my· d'ep81'lting shIa[~ ;,grievous 1W00'Ves ·en'ter in among you, 
·not apariil!g the fl:oclc. ·Ailso C1f your ~ selves sh8J.1J. men 
anise, spe8.kin'g perverse liihilllgs, to draw away dlisciples 
alter ,them." 

. F,irst of all, you will notice; he fea,red· false teache1"s~ 
E:very professing church has such. They, will come in 
among you, ·said Paul, and they wili present new and 

, . "perverse teaching. With this an-xiety ~n mind he fer
vently warns the Hebrew Christians, "Be not carried 
about with d.ivers and. strange doctrines." In addition'; 
during sUdh a delicate periodi in their history, Paul feared 
ambitious me~ who would, as he said, from among your
selves arise speaking perverse things to. d,raw away dis
ciples. /Of them· ·he 'said, "I cease not to warn everyone 
night. and· day with tears." Doubtless the same fears 
were entertained by the Apostle with respect ,to the 
Hebrew church, as in the ·case· of'the church at Ephesus. 
In order to fortify these Hebrew . Christians against the 
impending d'anger of injurious d,ri,#, ,the Appstle pre-

. ~ribes a remedy._ This remedy consisted of observing 
two things - ·he first exhorted them to remember their 
departed leaders, secondly, to· cOnsider the immu~ability 
of the Lord JeB'U8 ·Christ. Since ,the case of the Hebrew 
church at -the time of receiving .this Epistle was exactlY" 
parallel to our own ·at the present time; which 'we"- ex
'perienced in the passing of our great pastor and 'leader; -
Pl'. T. T.- Shields, we S'haU have no d,ifficulty whatever 
in applying the text· to. our own situati~n.'fu keep us 
sted1fast. as a church and unwavel"ing in our distinctive
testimony for Jesus Christ, what better can be 
recommended than to keep in constant remembrance 
ou'r departed pastor _and. to med,itate daily upon the un
changeableI),ess of the Lord. Jesus. We· shaU, therefore, 
for a momen-t think of the injunction to remember our 
departed leader. . 

I. 
Those· of you who knew Dr. shields well will,· I ·have 

no- dbu:bt, want to reflect upon his great ,perso!}a·Iity and 
-.. -dharacter. For, your inspia-ation may you· d~ that often. 

To us aU he was a beloved pastor. How can we ever 
forget his Anany kind mi_nistries in. that capacity! All 
,those memories ,of h-i~ ~re most noble- aD{~, appropriate 

- but the one d,iostinctive feature by which .he is always to 
, -
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ibe held iI! ·remembrance, according to the ,text, was his, 
faithful preaching of -God's Word. "Remember .them 
who 'had the rule over you, who spoke u~to you the Word· 
of God/' We shall 'long remember Dr. Shields for his 

. preaching 'ministry above all else. As for his fai,thful
,ness, no one in this day of apostacy exercised a more 
uncompromising ministry than he.· In his :boldness for 
God! he was without a peer. . Never did he· snun to . 
declare an -the counsel of God. No one ever !heard any 

. apologies for the 'gospel from his consecrated lips. As a 
resuit of Ms sound! teaching and, preaching many have 
·been led' to accept Jesus 'Christ as SavioUl" and numerous 
Christians throughout the world have heen· 'strengthen'ed . 
and··:built u·p in their most holy faj.tJh. We will continue 
to bless God upon every remembrance of him a's a true 
and faithful witness. 

As most of you here wi'll recaIl,'just one year ago ,today 
at the New Year's mOl'ning service he sent from his sick
!beda text of -Scripture as a .motto· for the year 1955, 
upon Which hel briefly' spoke. T·hijJ fina:l speech, which 
will ,be long remembered· iby all of us, was electrically 
recorded. We call still hear !him pl~ading as a faithful 
pastor yearning for the liighest welfare of his flC)Ck,. 
beseeching us to· give ourselves Wholeheartedly unto the 
Lord·. I '- . 

Much could! ,be said also with respect to Dr. Shields' 
ability to preach. He was, we believe, gifted above many. 
How ma~y times he ·carried us into the lteaveniies with 
his eloquence as ·he set forth the glorious majesty and 
grace of our blessed Lord. ' Do ,remember, dear Christian 
f~ends, ·'those gloriouB messages and utterances ·given 
from this pulpit for. so many years, for that is exactly 

" 
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what the Arpostle is exhorting us to do. No greater' a bit dim. The hair that :was once raven black is streaked 
tragedy could ever 'come to this chu,rch than for the with grey. At that· time you stood upright, you walked 
membe.rs to forget the grea,t princlples of truth which in a spritely manner, but now, to your amazement you are 
were so clearlY set forth imd so ably expounded to us a little bent and your steps are taiken somewhat more 
by Godfs true prophet, Dr. Shields. ' slowly. Time, for you, has broug.ht about. a good many 

Furthermore, we are admonished to i'mitate his faith: changes. 'Bu't u·pon this One who is the great I A'M, time 
"Whose faith, foHow." I' know you .will understand when'\" has no' effect whatever. MO'ods change us. I was read-
I make this observa'tion. We aren'Ot asked to imitate ing the 'Other day of a ,remark -made by some one about a 
him .. I quote Dr. Shield's when iI say, "Any person' who certain type of.,person who is constantly ehanging in 'his 
tries to imitate another will invariably copy Ms defects m9od-s. In a tone of dis'gust this person said, "One day 
and never his virtues ... · Hence, it is not a safe thing to he is like an orange and! the next lioke a lemon." Circum- . 
·do. But .the faith of the 'gOs,pel to which he heidi' most stances change. us very often. When we are exalted to a i 
tenaciously; for which he earnestly contended, by which higlh positi~n we are 'lia·ble to become ~aughty. On .the 
he . lived, and. by whic}J he died, we are to religiously other ~and If we happen to get a demotIon and -through 
imitate. it was that faith 'which gave him all the 'Peace adverSIty become reduced to poverty, we may ta'ke on a 
ancUhe co~fidence he needed when he at last approached spi,rit of deep humility. 
the "Valley of the B-hadow of . Dea'th" . As I watched him A cer.tain minister was asked some timea'go if he 
mak~ his exit and obseryed: how peacefully and triumph- happened to 'know another ,minister who had been re
antly 'he departed this life to go into the 'Presence of the cently called to a very prominent ·pulpit of his city. He 
Lord, I said to myself then, "It is not hard ·to imitate replied,'''I used, to 'know him 'but since he has 'been called 
a faith Iiike thaU' We cherish the memory of this 'great to tihis particular church he has ,become se inflated that 
man of God, as we do alI others like Ihim who have gone he does· not seem to-know us humbler men any more." 
on before. Let us reminq ou·rselves often 'of the strong What folly! What- Ii comfort it is to 'know that our Lord 

'con'Victions which 'he 'held, the noble stand he a'lways' is not ·subject to circumstances. He is always Himself. 
toek for the faith and the faitlJful ministry of the gospel That is what the text means, "Jesu's ·Christ Himself." Is 
which he consistently exercised. SUdh recollecti'Ons will it ·too much to e~pect that He who once walked. lowly 
serve as a stimulu~ and, hel'P to ikeep u·s strong and sted- through the land of Judea ministering so b~nevQlently 
fasHo the end in our witness for Jesus ·Chri'st. to the multitude -can now, since He has 'been exalted far 

II. 
. Now we shall ~onsider the· second 'Part of ou,r ·main 
subject, namely The immv.tability of Jesus Christ. What 
a comforting declaration that is, "Jesus ·Christ the sa,me 
yesterday, ,today and forever." In ·this world, 'Of fluctua
tion the mind needs some ,principle caPable of supporting 
it undJer every circumstance of Bfe. Pihilosophy, science 
and everything' else a'part from divine revelation proffer 
their aid in vain. For the ·pul'lpose of steadlYhig us, amid· 
all the 'Viei:s~itudes of this mundane sphere, the Bihle 
dirE!9ts our views to Him "who chan'ges net". At the 

. same time the tru~h 'Of the unchangeable Christ greatly 
helps ,to moderate our sorrow. r believe this is 'one of 
the reasons for' which the text was originally g.iyen. 

I Nine months a'go 'We lost our great pastor. ·Our loss 
was a ,severe one indeed. But is all gone? No! There 
is One who never leaves us, who ,never dies, .who remains 
with us stiu' That .one is Jesus IChrist who said, "Lo I 
am with yoil always even unto -the end of the. age"" and 
again, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." . 

How I wish we had the time this eve.ning to elaborate 
as I would -like on this great theme. However, on ac
.count of the Lord's .Supper to be observed immediiately 

I - fonowing this 'service, I shall 'Only be' able to briefly 
touch on a few points. The great t:ruth evinced here is, 
no matter who else or What else changes, . our great 
Saviour and: Redeemer is still the same. In the dignity 
01 His p~son He ~ forever unch~ngeable: He is not 
subject ·to change. Because He 1s the eternal God, He 
cannot be changed. How different-He is from us ·poor 
creatures, for it. seems that we are always undergoing 
some great change. Time alters us. If you do not be
lieve· it, piCk. U'P a picture of yourself, say, one taken 

-about twenty years ago. Contrast it with you·r appear
ance as it is now{ Wlhat a difference! What a vast dif
ference, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, thirty years have· 
madel The eye that use~ ·to flash ~ire is now becoming 

above the h"eavenlies, be the same 1< Yes, my friends, the 
One who sits on ·the threne and shaH reign for ever and 
ever is -the 's'aDle Jesus as He was w-hen _ He was here. 
There is no change whatever in His feeling.s ·or relation-
ship toward us. . 

Wlhen Moses was commanded to 'go down into Egypt· 
to deliver the child·ren of Israel, he was to address 
Pharaoh, the King of Egypt, in the name of "I AM". 
"Tell him," said God, "that 'I AlM', the great eternal 
self-existent, unchanging God 'has sent you." . 

In the New'Festament yeu will find that, when Jesu," 
was in' discussion with 1ihe carnal Jews He laid.. claim to 
that very title by saying, "Before .A!braham was 1 am.': 
Deity may not be stated here, but it is certa~nly implied. 
No one -but God.' could speak thus. Listen to what God 
says 01 Himself through Malachi, "I am the Lord, J 
change not, therefore ye sons 'Of Jacob are not consuined." 

-Hear-:the Psalmist ·speak. "Before the meuntains were 
'brought fortJh, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
God.''' "For a -thousand· years' in thy sight are but 'as 
yesterday when it is past, an4 as a watch 'in the night.". 
-A:gain, "Every g:ood gift and every pe_rfect gift is from 
'above and cometh down from the F,ather of lights, with 
Whom' is ne variableness, 'neither shadow of turning." 

In Revela,tion, Chapter One, he descri:bes lIimself in 
practically the same langua'ge, "I ·am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord·, which is, 
and which was, and! which is to come, the Almi'g'hty." 

.00 you think, my friend,s', that it is possible for us to 
thin:k too highly of -this person, the 'LQrd, Jesus Chriet? 
Can we make too much 'Of Him? No! As we honoq,:r Him, 
we ihonour the Father. As we bow to His sovereignty we -
glorify God the Father most effectively. "Unto Him every 
'knee sha:ll bow of things in heaven, things in earth a,nd 
things under ,the earth, and every tongue ~hall confess 
tha-t Jesus Christ is Lord to t~e glory of God the ·Father." 
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Do-n-6t hesitate to magnify Him daily and make Him' worth of themselves. On the basis 'of ,these offerings 
.. Youl""a'll in all: What a theme this ioB! One could, go on they knew they could not be a~epted of God. Hence .. at 
endlessly and "still never exhaust it. . ' . each offering they 'all, iby faith,. 'looked' forward to' the 

, I would remind you -idso that JeSus Ghrist ,is always ' great 'sacrifice which was to be made for them by' THE 
the ~me in His resources. What He waa":when H¢ laid LAMB on the'cross. 
the foundation of, 'the earth, when he ibrought this world ~esus Christ has 'died, His Ihlood has been 'shed, the 

,out of the womb of non-exis,tence, when He piled the mighty work of atonement -has been accomplished and is 
mountains and scooped out the '~ollows for the Tollihg sea, efficacious for us today. If'you are a 'seeking soul and 

/ He ii' now and a:lways will be.,' you ,wiIl ibut appropriate the divinely provid,ed sacrifice 
For 'you_r, encouragement ,recall the stupendous m~.racles which was offered for you, it will avail for you even now, 

This same sacrifice ,'availed for David when he in pimi-
\ which :ije performed' during the 'days of His fles·h:..- tence cried, "Pu'rge me with hyssop and I shan be clean, 
how he cleansed 'the lepers, made the blind to see, .the wash me and I shall be wli1-ter than' snow." He was 
~eaf to hear, ~nd the . lame to w~lk, how' HE} commanded 
th 1 h . do "B 1" d looking forward' to tHe Lamb ~f 'God who taketh away' 

"e e ements w 'en He said tq the WIn' ,s, e :c~ m . an the sin of the world. It .availed for ISan,l; the :blasphemer. 
11;0 the waves, ','Be ,still," how He raised the dead, cast 
out devils-and come to Him with a:ll the disorders of It availed! for you and for me, fellow Ohristian, and it 
your soul He 'can heal them 'everyone.' You .have sina will' avail for any 'sinnel" Who 'will believe on the name 
within and ·by them you a.re baffled and utterly over- ,~fthe ,Son of '(;od' up to the very end, of time. ' 
come. He, :dear -struggling soul, can forgi~e sins. He Because His a'tonement, is efficacious to save and pre
can transform your life., He can ma'ke each of you sent us fa·ultless before the '1'.hrone of God, our ever
a new ...... creature. Is thete anything too h~'rdi for the Loro? Jastin·g sorig shall he, "Unto Him. that loved us and 
Oh, wiH you not foully trust 'Hini for He is ,the same in washed us from our sins in' His own blood, unto Him 
His resources., The resources of His pow!!r and grace are he the ,glory for ever." " 
infinite and. they ar~ cons,tantly at our d.isp08'al. ·Lastly, 'does not the fact that Jesus Christ is-immu.t
" lJesus ChTist ,a:lso is the' same in His character. Do 'able 'suggest to you that His WordJ and·' all concerning 
yo'u say, ,He was in 'Vhe ,past our g.reat friend? He still Him is also unchangeable? . There are some l in our 

. is and always will be. More and more have we come to day Who ,seem, to think We need a new 'gospel, or at least 
, place .hi'gh 'Value on a .true and loyal friend. With sad- to have the 'Old. one radically amended. In their judg

ness' we affirm that at present we 'are living in a day ment the mes'sage of the gospel h'as lost' its Power and. 
of fleeting friendships .. Go home tom'Orrow and recall has ceased to Ihean influence in the 'world. 'In 'Vain, men 
some friends you had a goodJ many years ago. Take out try to persuade us when they argue that because we are 

,the album and look at some 'of the portraits .. -rou will living in a_n(lW 'day and people ar(;l :different we must, 
say, "Ah, 'I remember him. Yet on thi.a New Year's day therefore, have a new gospel which is more u,p-to-date 
'I do not su,ppose he even, thinks of me. He 'Once loved me 'and more suita:ble- to ~he times. Let us 'remind you a'gain 
but Ihe does not, love me. any more." Things' have changed. th'at so far as the 'gospel'mess'age is concern~d there cart 
Friendships have changed:. What a contrast in this 'be no change ,and there is no need for any change. Man 
respect ~s presented. :by Jesus IChriat. He is the .one who' is just the sa1!J.e a'S he was when he fell back in the
declared, "1 have loved' you with can everlasting love Garden of Eden. Human hearts are just the same. The 

·-q;herefQre with loving kinqness have' I dlrawn, you." As a )'Vorl,d is just th,e same. Heaven ia just the ,same 'and 
loving friend He never lea'Ves us. He is ~he fdend that, hell is just the Sl].me. The counsels ot God a,re just the ,.' 
·st:ic!~eth closer than ~. brother. .. same. Therefore, the gos-p'el' must remain jus·t the same. , 

When the ApOstle Paul had! to make his ,first appear- IThis consideration leads us to affirin that all the. 
,ance :before' Nero he had·,the ;bitter experience ~f being' promises found in the Word oj God are' unchangeable: 
forsa'ken oby 'all his so-ca11edi friends. Without com- DUl"ing our Prayer Meetings We love, in our testimonies, 

, plaint, and using the occasion to bear testimony .. to .the too quote' them. If there were any possi:bility of anyone 
faithfulneSIS of his Lord,' he state8 the .fact to Timothy . of. them being altered in the leasf ,degree, we should im
.a~ follows: - "At .my fjrst answer no man s-tood'·with mediately desire to forget aU about every one of 1Jhem. 
me, but all men forsook me.: I pray God that it may not There would be no .profit orblessihg to be derived'from 
be laid> to their charge. _~otwithsta:nding t~e Lord stood -them at all. But with thankfulness to God we declare, 
:with-me; and strengthened me; that by me the preaching He is unchangeable in the fidelity of His promises. Of 
might ;be fully kpown, and that aU ',the 'Gentiles might the many thousands who have d:elighted to beal" testi
hear: and ,I was deli,vered out 'of tpe mouth of the lion." mony to that 'blessed fact, Joshua, the successor. to Moses, ' 

, (II. Tim. 4-!,16 and 17).' Ah, He is One Whose friendship was among the foremost. Under his leaderSihip God had 
'nev:er dies, neither does'it ever cool. Depend upon it, opened up the Jordon, 'suhdued the enemies, Of Canaan, 
dea,r hearer, He is ever the same in 'His friendship. He and: given His people the land. Joshua reaches the stage. 
'~ho 'stood 'by y~u' in all.your fonner trials s~ds by of an old ·man ;but ;before he dies he places on record his 
'still.' testimony to God's unchanging faithfulness, which has 

'The truth of our text argues further that Jesus :Ghrist been read many times since by every succeeding ,genera-' 
°is the sa,me in the,efficacy of His atonement. He i:s the tion. Joshua 23:14-"And, 'behold; ,this day 1 am 'going 
Lambbslain from the foundation' of the world. His aacri- the way of a:ll th!'l earth: and' ye know in all your hearts 

.fice wa.§.. efficacious for Old Testament believers. They and in all your 'souls, that not one thing hath, failed of 
were saved: in exactly the' same way as we are saved. All aU the good things which .the Lord· your God spake con
the saerifices offered under the old economy Wel"e but cerning you; all' are come to pass unto you, and· not ,one 
types. Noone of those Who offered, from kbel down, be- .thing hath failed theredf." 
Heved that the sacrifices, of animals were :of any intrinsic I was given a promise from the Word' of Oodi in ~he -

J , 

. ' 
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year 1930 :when I took my first 'Church. U is as goo!i 
to !IDe today as it was then. I shall .repeaUt to you now. 

, Isaiah, 41:10 - "Fear thou not; for I .am w~th thee: 
be not d.ismayed; for I am thy' God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee;' yea, I will uphold thee with 

. the right hand of my righteousness." That ,promise is 
>'.' " true to this hour. Do not hesitate for a .moment to step 

o~t on~His promises, even those, which were giv~n thou-. 
sands of yeara ago. 'They are. just as f.resh and true as 
,tl!-ough they' were given yesteroay. Select .any one you 
desire, rest in 'it and be assured that He standa forever 
-by His : Word .. "Godl, willing more abundantly to show 
unto the heirs of ,promise the immutabili~y of his counsel, 
confinned it by an oath: That by two immutable things, 
in which it 'was impOssible for God to lie, we -might have 
a strong consolation, who have fled; for ·refuge to lay hold 
uwn ·the hope' set 'before us': (Heb. 6:17 and 18). HE! 
·has declared that . they-are not yea and nay, but yea and 
amen·. 

In closing I solemnly as'k you, what bearing has this 
'truth of the unchangeableness of Jesus Christ upon 'your . 
minds? May i't lead you to truet Him, trust Him fully.' 
Put your f.uli 'Confidence in Him for He is our only hope, 
"Which hope we have as an .anchor of the soul, both sure 
and sted·fast."· To us who are Christians the very 
thought of an unchanging ,Christ. should. ma'ke us s-ted
fast in the f.aith 'and cause us to a:bound in His service: 
May the Lord so bless the meditation of-this eV'ening a's 
to m.a1ce it so, in a ve~y. pronounced! s'elise, du.ring the 
whole of the coming year into which we have now 
entered. Let us pray:' 

we !thank tlhee 0 God !for!(jhly qiiv'iDig Word.whi'C'h thou hast 
declared: is sebt'led for ever m,heaven. We nlcognize Ibefore 
'bhee ·ehat many. 'greM spee'Ches have been made, and 'have 
been forgotten, but I!ale Word olf 1Jh:e 'Lord ,albid'eth forever. 
We thank you to know 1Jhat tWI."Ith !thee there ns no change .. 
Thou a.l'It on. the fhrone, 'Ilhou dlost Mgn 'amd .tha.t forever. 

. . . Oh. gracious One, heIp us' as we come Ito tihe clos'e of thi'S 
service to receive If;Jrls Itruth wIhi~ has eome lbe'fore us for 
conSideration 1lh.is n'ig'ht and' to receive it 'in the 'lIove of it. 
Apply it to our hearrts, we pray, that !We may Telate ourselves 
to it in ·the way thaJt 1lhou doat 'intend. Gioye 'Us of thy com
·fort and make us s'ted'fast -in OUT fairtih and' in a:ll ou·r 'IIlini~
terin!g for otihee. Help many this ni'glit we beseech thee to 
receive tilie Lord Jesus Christ, the' 'Uncltalllglnlg One, as their 
Saviouranrd Lord. !Bless 'Us every one to ItiMs end for thy 
Name"s sake. Amen. 

PROTESTANTSI READ THIS: 
. " . ' .. the propagation or' imperfect ,Protest~t teach

ing tends to des'troy,the full faith of Catholics. Truth 
carries its own right ,to exist." It is a 'good thing to 

-spread ·knowledge of the truth. But e.rror has no right 
to e:x:ist. It is a good thing. to destroy error. Now the 
Catholic Chureh, having "tlie truth, has a ri'ght to exist 
and teach everywhere. In fact, she h'as 010 do, so, for 
Christ" commanded her to teach all nations. Protestan
tism has not th.e same right. It retains some elements 
of 'Catholic truth, but many corruptions of its own. How
ever sincere 'Protestants may be, Protestantism" is an 
en:oneous form of religi~n, and 'it keeps people from the 
real truth.T,he Catholic 'Church therefore 'rightly objects, 
to' the propagation of error among those' Who have the 
truth, and! \l"ightly 'propagates the truth among those in 
error ... " \. 

-Rev. Dr. 'Leslie Rumhle, Roman Catholic radio 
broadcaster in his volume Radio Replies. 

.<'" 

;= Christianity ·LoQ.ks at "LIFEi
, 

Life magazine, one of the- conti~ent's leadin'g seculu 
pU'blications, has'· run Ii series of articles dealing with 
the great ,religions of the world. As the contributions 
appeared the reader was impresseQ: with the amount of 
research and study involved! in these discussions of 
earth's re"Iiogions. Now in a la.rge year end -issue, Life 
has devoted the whole magazine to an examination and. 
-discussion of what is termed "Christianity". Pa'ge 'after 
page is' ,given over to a consideration of the history of 

, organizt'd ,Christianity, the influence of the faith upon 
American life and final1y the impact o'f Christianity upon 
the rest" of the world. . 

Any Chdstian 'who, reads this. issue will be far from 
satisfied with the Christianity 'of which the magazine 
speaks; it is certainly not the faith which the ,Bible 
reveals. D.espite any commendable ,features of this par- -
ticular:issue of Life· magazine, it is found wanting'simply 
beCause it presents an anti~supernatural andl dead' form 
in !'.he place of a vi-tal, transforming faith. 'We do not 
intend to analyze minutely each article but we cannot 
ref.rain from making some obv-ious comments. ' . 

;The grotesque picture' on the, cover can only be de
scriibed as repUlsive and wnIconfirm anyone in tilie con
vi.ct!(m that "religious art" and the attempt thus to pOr
tray the Lord Jesus ChriSot is fmught wi,th difficul}.ty. Who 
could' have chosen such a terri'ble and crude representa
tion .of the' Saviour on the cross? 'The editors of tlie 
magazine' tell us 'that the cover picture was chosen by 
a committee of the National Council of Churches as were 
the other pictures such as that of John the Ba.ptist. pou,r-
in'g a han~ful of water on the Saviour's "beadJ! . 

IOf more importance than these considerations is the 
whole tone of the article which, from the Protestant view
point, exalt the ecumenical ideal and. belittle the Word' 
of God. Over and· over there are references to the attempt 
to 'realize the strengthening of the ecumenicaf bOnd. 
Then, in the lead,ing article of the first section we read 
that "Mos~, Protestants will say that the f-inal authority 
to which they appeal is that of the Word' of, God .- not 
simply the tezt 'of the Bible, but ·that te:x:t as interpreted 
either by the church through.its ordained mini8try or by 
the 8piril~of the individual Christian." However true this 
may be of the ·attitude of "most Protestants" it certainly 
is not the historic ,Protestan~ position which regards the 
Word of God.·per 8e as the final authority. 

!Lei it be .said, that Life has presented an acCurate·study 
of the modem religion which parades under the name 
·'Christian". This study should cause Christians to stop' 
and ponder their own affHiations and d'ecide w4ether 
they wiU continue to support llhismodern ecumenical 
monster. It· is interestin'g to note that ~iIe Life presents 
a"series of articles' iby Modernists and Romanis'ts, it had 
to turn ito an evangelical church to picture a large; active 
Bi"ble 'Scho:ol. 'In a.,two-page ·spread (pp.' 5"4, 55) is 'seen 

, the great Sunday 'School of out friend., Dr. G. Beauchamp 
Vick of Temple Baptist; Detroit. Modernists may write 
books, 'steal colleges and churches, spin theories' and pull 
political .strings but the gospel alone reaches men 'and 
win'S them to Ohrist. 

Our latter day ·Chdstianify would' not il!bo1ildl ,the cross 
indeed!, 'but it seeks so to ~estoon it with flowers, that 
·the offence thereof may be hidd'en out of sight. 

, -:A. J. GORDON 
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8'IIlall bird derived help from God, I needed, that !lame 
Helper., I bowed, my head and' prayed; and that, sir, 'is, 
how I came to trust my father's Saviour. 'A tiny bird 
led me to Him." '" ' 

-From Bible Windows hy Ivor Powell. 

When the Props are 
I". 

I '_ 

Knocked _Out 
THE BIRD AND THE SNAKE You" a're in hospital. You have always enjoyed goo~ 

!health. But now you are very ill. Your friends are 
This story of an atheist's conversion I'ecords one Of the ,beComing' more 'Serious. You, notice a' drawn, anxious 

outstan'dling triu~phs of redeeming grace ~ . . 10,ok in you,r loved ones. You suddenly realize you !Day 
, "I was hunting ,with my friends. We were spread out, die. You remembc::r your own !~rave wqrds to friends 
'in a line through the forests, and the beaters were en- in a similar con'd!Uionbut you are no'longer brave. The 
deavouring to drive'lurking 'beasts' Into the open .. We props are knocked out and you see' how unreal,and im
had been hunting for hours, imd r was tired. Finally, personal and impractical s'o much of your faith has been. 
as I reaehed a small ciearing, I sat on a log to rest. And YO ... I19 may ,be a home-maker. All your life you have 
then I wa~ rather startled !by the loud: cries of a fright: , been sheltered in the environment of a Christian home. 
ened Mrd'. Its terror was obvious, for its little wings Your dec!!ions were made for you. "Do this." ",Don't do 
were frantically flu.ttering, and its crfes· were most that" you were told. But now you are called upon to 
agitated. I wonderedl what hadl happened, and then I make your own choices. Everything is ~so vital. You are 
!law a snake approaching the tree, in~ent on rai~,ing the crushed by your responsibility. The 'props have been -
nest. 'I might have intert'eI).ed, ibut before I could move knocked out and you feel totally inadequate and ,un-

" 

another bird flashed through the branches of the tree, to prepared to face tlle realities of life. ' 
perch alongside the nest. I do not know what trans- Or per'ba,ps you are a new ~issionary. :aack home you 
pi-re'di between ,the two birds, but it a'ppeared t'hat the felt you ha'd really "arrived" spiritually. Remember all 
female bird expla~ned her danger, and in ;some strange the activity?, But now you.. 'face the unmasked ,power of 
way derived comfort f.rom her mate's reactions. The Satan and you feel all alone. 'The props-a,re gone. Your 
frantic cries ceased, and although the male bird departed only resource is God. 
as 'quickly as 'he had arrived, 1!he partner sat placidly 'To have the props knocked out is disillusioning, but 
upon the nest ap'p~rently withou:t fear. , it may also' be, highiy enl!\rhtenin:g. It is good' for us 

"Sir, the change in affairs was almost too much- for to face reality. To discover how much of our religiou's· 
me. What had the cock-'bird: sai'di'?, What was a:bout Ito ~erience is":' whitewash, borrowedi, ,counterfeit, is' hu
taike place? The snak~\ was considerably nearer, and" milia'ting, yet healing. How can we be prepal'M for this 
at any moment would ,begin the 'ascent of the tree. I experience'/ ' 
resisted the inclination to interfere; I wanted to watch DiBcem the pr6ps. Learn to distinguish between bhe 
proceedings. Higher and, higher ,the snake climibed, and externals ana internals, the decorations aDl~' the sub" 
I was :beginning ,to fea,r for !the'safety of the nest,' whep. stance. ' 
the male bird' returned. Its movements were so quick 'Stre8s realitY. Be frank about you~ faith. Practice 
that I ... hardly 'had a chance to see it. Hurriedly it de- - hones'ty. Don't have a 'second-hand experience. Get into 
sceI,l'd'ed, for a moment or two to the nest, placing some- God',s Word for yourself. Have' it ,personal. eXiperience 
thing in position above the little family. and t,hen retirea with the Holy ,Spirit throtig.h surrender and commitmen't. 
to the tree-top to !3hare my vigil. Anticipate' the crise8. 'Don'-t live i~ a' dream world. 

"The sn,ake reached! the, level of the nest, prepared to Life is urgent. Time is fleeting. Through your, d:evotion~l 
strlke,and then to my unbounded' astonishment its head life ~?,d your service for IGop live in ,such a w~y that 
went back, and! in a moment the snake 'slid down the you wdl.not 'be caught un'prepared. ' 
tree. I heard its passage thrbU:gh the undergrowth, and I read, a:bout a church that had a' beautiful' mural 
again all was silent. r was amazed. and immediately 
climbed the tree, to discover that the cO,ck-bird -h~d de- painted, on its_ walls. The plaster kept cracking and 

again and again it was necessary to have expert repair
. posited on the nest .a small collection of leaves. They be- , men replaster 'tJie waH and skilful artists 'retouch the 
longed to the one plant poisonous to 'snakes. In those few 
moments' of desperate activity the leaves had been spread mural. Finafly the board, 'decided to get some outside 

counsel and sent for an engineer. He checked -the build
over bhe occupants of the nest; and! when the snake\saw ing from every angle. He soon found the troubl'e. There 
-that it would, need- to encounter the dead'ly hel'b, it pre- was a spring 'under the foun<hltioD' of the wall. It was 
ferred to seek food elsewhere. ' " a simple' ma'bter to dig down and to seal off the trouhle 

"Sir, when I returned to my seat' on' the log, 1- asked 
myself who 'gave the bird the sense to kQow what plant 
Was ,needed? Whence came such knowledge? I was 
driven to the conclusion that only the grea't' Greator 
cOuld have implanted this wisdom in the mind of 'such 
a small creature'. And" then 'I 'begaJ'!. to .realize t~at if a 

at its source. Our problems a,re so much, l'ike this. We 
need to make ,Christ the solrd Roclk on which to, ,build 
our lives and homes. We need to seal off the des"troyhi:g 
influences - to buiI'd' on 'God. Then come what may, we 
shal'! s,tand even.if the props are knocked out. 

, Pastor,John Boehmer in High Pa,rk Herald 

/ 
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A "tvolional 'tu6~ it) 

~v.:i~ti\tn 
. 

b:9 tOr. ~.tDuAo.rr~ 
CHAPTER 27 3. God the Holy Ghost, in his heaTenly l"elationship' and 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION IN A NUTSHELL" . His ea·rthlYaction. . 1/ 

THE study of our thrilling theme has now come to ali '. 4. Satan, and his a-bomina;ble nature, his almost· un
end. Our' readers have had 'great 'patience in fol- lim:ited: means, his formidla'ble entel'lprises, !his dreadful 

loWing us in ou.r d'ifficult exploration, for we have gone ach.ievemenrts, hi,s ars·s~red defeat· and! punishment. 
throu'gh fascina'ting terrftories. And we can understand. 5. Man and;. hi-s downfall, his redemption, and his w'On-
why..! every morning, a certain Scottish preacher could derfu! destiny. I 

capu,vate the crowds which were eager to hear the ex- 6. Redemption in its .sublime conception, its .pai~ful 
posi·tion, of the bo'Ok of Revelation. . origin, its easy aequi&i.tion, its unlimited· results. 

In spite 'Of the length o~ our preceding twenty-six chap- 7. The Chrstian in, the privileges and r~ponsibilities 
tel's, we have. only skimmed over the contents of the book. of his calling. . 

.. Thus the spiritual lessons ·to be drawn fr'Om the Patmos 8. The local Church, ·G9d.'S appointed instrument. 
visions remin~1 us or the words of their witness: "~f they 9. The Bride-Church and: its' slow and painful earthly 
should ,be wrItten every one, I suppose that even the. preparation and its glorious destiny. ' 
world itself could not 'conta:in the books that should be 10. ,The' Rebelled-World, in its ;blind consecration .to 
written." '(John 21 :25). : the service 'Of the 'Seducer, in the use it makes ·of force, 

.It is truly a miracle that so immense a 'suhject could money and el"ror, against the true people of qod .. 
have 'been 'condensed! in' some fony-five pages, whereas 11. False Religion, in its. skilf.i.tl and persevering en-
the gospel of John, a ma!!teI"piece of concision, require~ terprises. . 
about seventy pa'ges to depict, in the 'midst of lengthy 112. 'The Sufferings which the Christian 'must inevit-
discourses and numei"ous comments, 'a few aspects 'Only bl d 
of the very short earthly ministry of our .saviour. After a y en ure. . ," 
read'i.ng the book of Revelation, we can therefQre _ think 13. 'The Total and Assured Victory of a divinely-sus-
of the following remark made by a certain traveller: as tained. faith. 
he was going to close with great difficulty his overloaded' . 14. The unique and endiless Retribution of rebels arid 
case, he changed! ;his mind and: said: "I must yetpui in Re'Wards of the elect. -' . . -
it a staff,'a hammer, 'a sword, a trumpet, a -mirror, a 1'5. The historical sequence of the principles, ()rgan
lamp, bread, water, wine, manna, oil, an assortment 'of isms and facts,- 'that br·ing about the realization of the 
ab'Ou,t ·sixty books, with many other ,things ... " Suiting divine plans. . 
the action 'to the word, he added a Bible to his luggage: . 16. The moriO'UB Bliss of Eternity, which will efface 

Altho~gh, as we have alread.y 'Observed, the purpose the ,baleful parenthesis 'Of the satanical, angelic and 
of John's writing is not to .. offer' 'ori'g,inal ideas, the human revolts. . . 
previ'Ous conceptions Which are found' throughout the On each one of those points, the :book of Revelation 
rest of Scripture take' a clearer and! lar~er meaning in offers new 'and numerous / lig:hts, which readers are 
the light of the revelations of the last biblica'l writing. strongly ad'Vised to study. Thei·r Christian outlook 

We shall now rapidIyexamine the main features of wo~ld thereby 'be much enlightened' and enlarged. 
that,kind of transfiguration. II. THE BOOK OF REVELATION GIVES THE 

LAST WORD CONCERNING THE WHOLE 
I. JOHN'S WRITING G:IVES THE LAST 

WORD ON THE DETAIL OF THE 
BIBLICAL REVELATIONS 

We are dndebtedto this prodigious book for new, en-. 
. l~rged, and therefore still more precious, revelations 
c'Oncerning:. ' . 

1-:- God tk.e Father, in the beauty of His glory, in Hie . 
beneficent grace, in His profound wisdom, in the holi
ness 'Of His 'justice, the assurance of His victory. 

2. God the Son, in His. humil'iation and exaltation, in 
His present earthly arid."heavenlY ministry. . . 

.. - , OF THE sCRIPTuRES 

The 'general view of things human, mundane, and 
divine, contained in the last wri·ting of the Bi'ble is e.'{
pounded . ina way which is unsu.rpassed ·by the 'Other 
books of the sacred record. Nowhere else is found such 
completeness, such clarity, such logical connections. As 

. a}lything we' could say on the sU'bject would' :be inferior 
to the following emact written by a great comment/!.-
tor, w~ shall only qu'Ote him here.: .. . ' 

"Whatever differences of opinions there may be am'Ong 
the ·commentators cQncerni~gthe precise tilDes and 

. I 
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places, the events an~ the persons to which ·thes~ visions feUowship with thEl' ~~IY ,Trinity,' ~e ar~ destined' to ob~ 
'apply, all of them agree as-to their 'general character and perfectly merged, with the eternal Bride. A tie' o'f h'Oly 
their 'purpose, 'and! as .oto the l"es.!!ons which' can be d-rawn love also -binds us· for ever '·to aU those who ·share our· 
f!om such: .JI'hose tess.ons are ·rEfmar'ka:qly appropriate to Christian' ·caning. : Our 'present sufferings and . joys, 
every period of the history of the people of Go~. The. deeper .. ~han.those of the world, will, to·gether with "bright-. _ 

'. interpreters ~re thus· unanimous in deducting from these er lights and nabler"task,s';' develop our Christian pe.r_. 
symbolical representati'Ons the fact that Jesus Christ has . s'Onal·ity. ,.The spiritual ':ideal offered by the ,book of 
heen raised to the highest dignity 'in 1)eaven and ·that He. Revelation .should tl\~refor~ s-u.fuuJ.ate our ·,most ardent 
exercises a universal dominion over· the earth; that 'His gratitudteand kind·le.ouI' sanctified cravings .. 
cause must for a long time face ,troubles, suffering and . . '. . •...... 
struggles; that perseverance andr faithfulnesS ~re our \ 2. A l~880n.o1 Wa~chl,!"l,,!-e8'8, ~'hat .~he .bo?k of Revela-
nec"essar' duties' that after dest'ro in the'. ower of tIon teaCh~~ :us conce~lD~ the E?emy s deSIgns and the 
'his' fi.rstYenemies'(the·jews),..the Arc~-e:emy ~ril arouse' . means· Which are at '~lS disposal}s well'~ea~t !to a,ro~se 
new' agents :against th new people of ;God' that the our sense of da.ng~r -:-: :pal'tIcu~~rlY what ~s revealed wlth 

• 1 •• e . ' d"'1. regard to the simultaneous actIon from Without and from 
,.temporal ·and. polItIcal :power, the persecutor an . '''lIe with· f th h n' f . I" t t t' . th" 
false prophet will ally 'for 'the purpose' of destroying or lD 0 e . 08 ,I. ~ . orc~. ~ner emp a .Ion IS us 

· corrupting that 'people; that the character.istics of, that seen, to be as formld~ble ~ foe ~s ·a.1,I.y. e~ternal ad,:ersary. 
close' union wilI be. pride,. worldly vanity,· a spirit of. -The Ibook das'hes the .nal:~ly optmllstIc ~o~ce~tIo~s so 
persecution, a life of disorders andl luxury; that, while . dear t~ the natural 'm~,. not only do~s It otell us that 
exposed- to the attacks of those enemies, the elect people th.e ·good can. be .. ~~az~n~IY coun~erfelted, but that a 

"will always be divinely protected; that. wp.oso~ver sets mlx:ture of ·~004' and eVI~ IS. ,:,ery' ofte~ fav?ured by. the. 
. himse1f 'against .the kingdom of J eSllS 'rChrist will' cer- ~·ather of Lies to ·accredlot evIl. Therefore the ttnm~a:ed· 

tainly 'be destroyed.; that; in this very age, there exists good alone ~m~st !be .. welcome. Thus. ar~. unma-soked all 
a perman'ent and intimate relation :between the visible ~he fal~e r~hgl~~~: ?~t. only those whl(~h. openly .antagon~ 
world and ,the ·i.nvisi:ble world: for praises and prayers ~ze apostolIc Chrlstlamty, !bu~ those 'YhICh, whIle offer. 
constantly ascend to.the throne of IGod, whil'e'messengers l~og a semh,lanc~ o! tr~th, stIll cont!lm ~agan f~artures. 
of wrath or merey come :dow.n . from it; that the dIvine .. We .are th~s ,remmded that w~ must !h~ part~cularly 
providence and: government .are exercised: over aU things, wat~ful With regard· to ~ll ~hat IS closesi to us': we .must 
(l'irec.ting all events and causing rlthem to work ioget1)er be mmdful as -to the pr,ott;CtIq.n of ,?u'r own. local assembly 

· for .the rbest end-s.; that the .people of God., after passing ~nd 'Of o~r ~ ,~eart agalI~.si the .. tre~~he~l!!s of· t~e false 
through a 'period of, humiliation"an'd tribulation., wiU !be angel or 'lIght .. The 'book of, RevelatIon p~rtlcul~rly 
brougM ·into a condition· of glory, peace and' happiness; sho~s th~t one .o~ the ~d!ersa'ry ~~os~ effective dev~ces 

'that the ISaviour, .who redeemed His people iby His sacri- CO~.SIS~ lDc~e~otIDg ~Ithm the. '~hrIstIan a ;a.rnal P!ety 
fice,continues to watch' over the children of God with ,wlnch IS satIsfied· with. favO~~IDg. ,the. good Q.~sposlbons 
infinite tenderness; that He 'helps ·and ddend.s ,them. by , of the. natural ·man, whIle r~legatlDg. lD t!te ~ackg.r~und 
His unlimited .. power; th~t He win finally receive them the ~eed. fqr .a tra~sformatIon of hl~ evIl disposltIo~s. 

,int'O Hi!!. heavenly kingdoIIl; ·thl;1~, all things imp.ure 'and The hook; theref~re l~ys ·g.reat emphaSIS on the fact that 
defiled Ibeing cast away, the servants of Jesus Christ, we slhould earn~tly seareh for all t~e trutp. ,. 
of a11 ·ages and. nations, will ;be mreged into a' ·glorious ·3. A .lesson 01 Holiness. John'·s· wr.iting· gives us a 
Whole, the Bridre-Church, where they will be perfectly. vi-sion of. the. tremendl()us. importa,nce of the interests· in
sanctified ana'will enjoy an everlasting bliss in'"" the' volved, interes~s which· are, primariIy, othe d.ivine ,glory, 
presence of their God· and .Saviour; ThOS'e are sOme ',of secondarily, our own caning. With 'evil, no agreement, 
the main truths contained in this' 'book. . 'They are ex- even unconscious; no concession, ev~n momentary, 'can 'b~ 

· pound:ed. with matchless ,vividness, and they 'have con-. permitted: "He that is not with me i,s against" me!" By 
tdbuted much to. a·rouse. faith and! lave, courage and presenting to tis ·the :,truest picture we ·can· have of our 
longsuffering, hope and joy, 'in the hearts' of 'all ·tJhe God "as He· is", and by giving us the assurance that we 
serVants of Jesus Christ." shall be ].ike Him, .the· book of John confi.rms. the 'conclu- . 

III. THE BOOK OF REVECATION. GIvEs THE 
. LAST WORD CONCERNING THE LE'SSONS 

TO BE DRAWN FROM THE BIBLE 
.Among the innumerable lessons . which we can . d.raw . 

'from ·the reading of the ,book of Revelation, let us, by way 
of conclusion, ·point out some of -them .. " 

sions of bi;s first epistk: "And; every man that hath th·is 
hope in' him purifieth ·himself,· ev,en as 'he is pure." 
(1 John 3:8). . 

'4. A lesson of Stedfas~nes's. Enlightened by the ,book 
of Revelation, tJhe rChriostian has a .truly tragic conception 
of the spiritual conflict in·to which he is plunged. He 
,is read'Y to see in his ,trials only "a !begInning of sor
rows". (Matt.. 24 :'36) .. "~ rest '~lsewhere" ,becomes his 

'motto. He does not .refuse the cup Of bitterness which the 
Sa'Viour drank to the" dregs. He aecusioms himself to 

1. A lesson 01 Gratitude. By m~ans of npmerous fjog: 
ures, examples 'andiappeals, the Ibook reveals -to us ,the 
wo'nders of ou·r Christian ·calling. Weare not mere 
ben"eficiaries of some casual 'induJ.gence: . we are othe 
objects 'of a love everla'sting "in its pUl'IPoses, marvellous 

,and· touching in the means it employs ... Not only'are 
. we called to live t1he~.!ife which God-has planned for us, 

but ,that life becomes an essential element in an infinite 
·scheme.. All of our actions, aU of our words, alI' of oUr 
tl\oU'ghts have, rQoth in time and, in ·s-pace, infinite reper
cussions. In all that cQncern,s' us, we are Dot ·d·istant 
associates' of. Deity. Drawn into the most intimate 

think: "For if they do these tJhlngs in a green tree, what 
shall 'be done in the d!ry?" (Luke 23 :81). But in. fuli 
agre~ment with the whole tenor of Revelation, the Chris~ 
tian. yearns -to 'be aible to say: "I 'nowrejoice in my-suf
ferings . 4 ':, and fill up' that which is behind of· the 
afflictions' 'of IChriISt ·in my flesh fo.r his 'body's sake, 
which is the church." CCol. 1 :24). He finds true 'happi
·ness in sufferings. ·Surely, after. h~is .visions, John muSt 
have had considered Ms captivity on the Patmos Islahd -

.', 
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. under a totaHy different .ligtht, and! must ·thus· have 
·blessed his Lordi for his trials'. 
. o. A le880n of Hope .. Although the tremendous fact 
.of the Lord's return occupies a legitimate place' in the. 
unfoldiin'g of the visions of Revelation, that fad, being' 
an transitory event, is greatly transcendedlby the revela· 
tions concerning thEl future. 'For we ar~ not merely 

. ." callen to 'participate in tMt inItial 'gl'Ol'ious act of short 
, '. duration. . But we have the complete a/lsurance' 1:Jhat we 

7. A le880n of Salvatiim i-s finally given .us ,by the ~Book 
of. 'ReVelation in ·iots numerous, visions of the· '.'Lamb 
'slain" as 'Well as in what we l'ead there concem.ing the 
robes washed in His bloQd'. . ., 

.' . shall eterna:Hy. enjoy the beatitude which 'is tc? follow: 
the first stage could: not, replace the goal. . T·hererore, as 
we unite· our voices to the "Amen. Even so come, Lord' . 

. . Jesus" of the apostle .John, his visions carry,us ,beyond 
the limits of that blessed starting ... point which the second 

A lessOn of Salvation is '8,],so to be found in the appeal 
of .the :Spirit, the B.ride, and .... him that ·heareth". For 
witih ·great insis,tence,·,eaeh one of ,them still makes that 
appeal heard! today; for tqe eternal !;lafeguard and thEl 
boundless h~'Ppiiless ~{ sinn,ers' in peril of everlasting 
death,: "COME!" 

. NOTE: N6'lX:t week we 81uill.print Dr. D~barry'8 im
. Pre8iJions regarding. hi8 contact· with variou8 exposi-
tor8 of the Word of G-od -:e8peciafly with th08e who· 
nave specialized in the 8tu~y of prophecy. ~oming is." '. 

/' 

..... ·EnthusAiastic 'Response to,', '. -
,Dollar~A-Mc"nth . Club 

.' 'yOUR 'Dollar Erects Churches!" This is the familiar 
slogan of the DoHar-A-MQnth Club. This plan, 

.' . which was first announced in October of last· year, has 
, reCeived a 'good' recePtion from iChris·tians everywher.e. 

Those who dresire to see the establishment· of vigorous 
New Tes'tament chur~es in othtl growing cities of OUl'_ 
lan'd;-. a'gree to contribute only one dollar per month -to 
a cnurcp, extension loan fund;. This :money is then loaned 
out °to desel"Ving new pioneer Churches: to enable them 
to, build suit.able places of wOl'Ship. The sum of one 
dollar seems to be very little, an'd each 'dol1ar by. itself 
would! not do much. If, however, thousands contribu,ted 
this small sum each month, a' con·s·iderable fund' is. ~e-

'. aUzed.· For- example, if only one thousand persons thus 
contribute, -a fundi of twelve thousand doUa'l's i8 raised 
in one year! 

Il'he l'es·ponse of THE GOSPEL WITNESS readers has 
,been enthusiastic. As soon as the plan· 'was announced 
we received si:gne'd :Pledge ca'rds and hearty comments 
from aU parts of Canada, .anrdi also 'from the Unitedl' 
States.' Some sent in the year's sum of twelve dolIars, 

. and s'tiII .others sent 'contributions 'of twenty~five and 
fifty dolla'rJ, and one hun'dll'ed ·dollars. As' mOore people 
catch a vision" of what the' Lord· can do thTough such a 
fund, there wiH be an'-ever greater response, .and a for
ward ,movement in establishing sound gosp'el-preaching, 
independen:t Baptist churches,. 

Below we share with you 'some of the many comments 
thai!;· we h'ave received from ou'r' readers, as they 'spoke 

. .. of this :QOLlJAR-A-MONTH CLUB. ~hese l'etters_ az:e 
- representative of the feeling and expression ().f ,many 

others. ' 

From. Ontario ~ •• " 
En'Clod is a 4'Onatiion for OCtOber and November .. My 

hUsband and I are ·happy '00 give it, aild'tru!Jt 'that God 
wil!! speak to '!ilie hearts !if many more· to suJpport this 
'work so 1Jhat NeIW TestamenJt chm'clhes can 'be Ibuilt, amd 
1lhe pres.cllill!g o'f His precious WOM go f~ in ail~ ipOlWer. 
1 have a friend down the street who !Would' Like to help 
'out 'too. She 'Will fl.1!1 out otlhe 'Plllper in ~ OOSiPJpL 
,WIPlWESS and send !it to you. ' . 

From an A~c~ Evangelist • . ' . 
!Please atleept 1IJhII's clteque ($5.00) as a s·tart 'toward Ithe ' 

·erection df dh1i1'clles in 'your Dollar ... a-Montlh Cl11& •. I' have 
;' : a n11lmber' oIf Places' here; alld el'Sewhere to give; .however 

the beautilfU'l witness ,Qf. otiJie paper I receive each !Week 
thrHls D!1 soui. '. . 

From' New Brunswick . .. 
{ . I woui~ lik~ you to Count me in on y~r DO£LAR-A
MONTH CLUB. I am sendbl!g one dOl'Iar for November. 
I 'trustt you wiU. 'get one ilJhousand m~'bers. I pray '!ilie 
!;Ord 'willI b'less t'hds effort' !for otlhe !fti~el"an'ce of 'the'
Gospel. 

From British Columbia • ... 
J;I'lease !find one lilollar- erilclosed for -the D()IJLAR-A-' 

MONTH Club. I pray G~ ·may bless you in your RTeat . 
. effort' to es1la.b'J.lish th~ churdhoo: our Lord' J'esusChris't 
in many comm'1lniiliies,' and lhonQu'l' and glori'fy His. !holy 
N1IIIJle. ' . . ' 

FrOm. Ontario ..... ' 
I 'Was interested in readil\lg' albou't iJhis Clu'b. It soWtds 

like it win 'be a ~odl pIlan. 'I pray ,ilhat God's blesSing 
will be upon it. ' ' 

From N O'Va Scotia, ••• 
. EnicIC}!!ed' pol~ase,!And money older (EQr twelve 'donars~ 

beinlg mem'b9l'Ship dues in tJhe DOLLAR-A-MONTH . Clulb 
for ~e whole (jf 1955. I Ih~e to send dues for 1956 m 
due COUl'S'e. 'rnle [dea '00: rais'il\lg' mpney m this way, fOr 
the pu~ stated, is oan.eJreeUent,one. . , 

, 
From Te:eas ••• 

The entIlos'ed 'cheque '($12.00) is !for the purpose of !tJhe' 
Ohu,~ ExtenSion: 'Loan iF'und for 'tihe entire year 'Ot 1956. 

·Let all our ,readers· take this matter to heart. and. w~ 
. shall see an unpreced'ente'di crusade that will guarantee' 
that future generations in' the growing new 'suburban 
areas of our land. will_ have the .pivilege of 'hearing the 
glorious. gospel. 'Send along your donation and join' us 
in ,prayer that this 'Venture may be bl'essed.: 

"Your Dollar Erects Churclies!" 
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The "Non~'Sectarian" 
. I .• 

Sect 
l iS IT wrong_ to have some great immovable convictions 

based upon a prayerful study of the Word of 'God? 
Is it a sin, 'or an indication of low s'pirituality, to be 
aggressh~e in the propagation of tha:t which we are 
persuJded is scriptu.ral, and necessary for -the eternal 
welfare of men? Further,' must we relinquish all cher
ished and scriptural convictions which do not please 
those ~ho advocate the acceptaD(~e of the lowest common 
denominator of evangelical' truth?, There seems to he 
a rising chorus of opinion which would heartily answer 
the above questions with a resounding affirmative. We 
are told! tha:t this is not the time for the propagation of 
"sectarian". or "denominational" dogmas; rather we 
shoul'd ·be "non-sectarian", "non-denominational" or at 
least "inter-denominational". , 

On fi-rst thought this suggestion seems to hav'e, an 
aroma of charity and sanctity about it. It appeals to the 
namtral desire for unanimity and co-operation. It seems 
to guarantee that any who follow this rule wil'l encounter 
less opposition. Furthermore, a consensus of opinion 
among many evangelicals would. s'how that theY.favoured 
this loose belief; also many arguments, based upon ex
pediency, .cou,ld be procluced· to show tha,t the non"sec
tarian J:Josition is the one that could ma,'ke a. "popular 
appeat" Are spiritual questions answered by a "gallup 
poll" method, or by appeals t<i ex<pediency, and imagined 
results? Surely no Christian would dare to .suggest that 
our answers are found -in these ways. 

.' Everyone Is a Sectarianl 
Firs"t of all, let it be a].ready understood that everyone. 

is a sectarian. We real'ize that every reader will a·gree 
tha't most are 'sectarians, but each wil'l see himself as the 
exception to that ·rule, Everyone likes to think of him
self or herself as' the one person who. views 'things ob
jectively, but the plain fact of the matter is that even 
those who boast of their "non-sectarianism", or to' use 
a more' modern ter.m, -their "undenominationalis-m" are 
secta·rians and denominationaHsts. \ 

Let us face facts, and not hide behin!d! ·words.Thos~ 
.who to-dayodescrrbe themselves as "non-denominational" 
or "undenominational" have certain well-defined. charac
teristics., and conyictions. In short, non-denominational
ism has bec01ne a denominaflion! In saying this, we do 
not intend to condemn this non-sectarianism, but rather 
~eek for honesty in discussion. There is ,no sin in 'havi,ng 
firm convictions, but there is a sin iI). ,~aving them and 
d'enying that they exist. " 

Although there may be no well-diefined creed, there .are 
certain principles that charaoter,ize those persons at;Id' 
churches tha't boast 6f their "non-sectarian" nat.ure, 
There is'a general 'agreement among them' that much of 

- the body of belief of the other denominations' is concerneel 
with the "non-essentials", or questions upo'n which there 
should be allowance for differences of opinion. That in 
itself is a conmction. To say that it is' not is to play with 
the meaning of words. 'Furthermore, tha't is' a contro
versial conviction just as much as the most sectarian 
dogma 'for it: explicitly declares ·,to any and all ';vho hold 
some belief as true and dear, that they a,re wrong, in 
hQl'd'ing it as essen'tial. 

"A Bigotry to Lainess" 
The. 'great Samuel JohnS'OD coined a phrase which more 

) 

accurately describes this "non-sectarian" position
"bigotry to laxness"; whereas' the secta,rian 'may be 
sneeringly referred to as 'a bigot, to some well-defined, 

. scriptural belief,·the one who prides;himself in his non
sectarian spirit and code is often a higot of the first 
order in insisting that his own lack of 'conviction i-s the 
true rule for all men. Personally we would choose to be 

, true to oU'r convictions imd run the risk of censure rather 
,than pose as' one who is absolutely impartial, but who at 
the same ti~e demands that everyone else share our'· 
brand of impartiality. ' 

This laxness sometimes 'has as its basis the inference 
tha't so~e- of God'scomman'd's are optional. Who -are we ' 
that we can conveniently categorize as "necessities" and 
"optional" any of the commands of the Lord? Such a 
procedure smacks of the' neo-orthodox school; which sees 
some of scripture as the W or4 of God, and other parts 
tha't are 'simply the words of men. We are not called 

, upori to sift :God's commands: ours is to obey! 
Let us' 'be more specific. How often have 'we heard 

men affirm that 'believer's 'baptism is the rule laid down 
in the ·Word! of God, but they bave proceede4J to inform 
us that 'this matter 'should not be insisted upon; but 
should he optional, since some 'men 'held' different views, 
or some churches have a different 'Practice. Now we do 
noLdemand thaLev~ryone :believe as we dQ about hap
tism, but we are persuaded that believer',s :i;>aptism by 
immersion is taugh't in tb.e Word of God'. If anyone else 
is'!!o persuaded andl /!it the same time adopts a lax vj~w, 

, we would only describe such 'behaviour as' wilful d1s-, 
obedience. The Lord has not asked us to pick and 
choose those commands. that we will ohey. We ate to 
obey aU! 

:The modern brand of non-sectarianism often boasts 
of'its chari'ty and its 'inoffensive character. We would 
ask: Is it charity or love to God that leads one to over
'look what He has doelivered' to men?1 Yea, is it even'-Iove 
for th,e souls of men to withhold' from them that which 
we,know full well is r~yealeq :\n', His Word? 

Of course, anyone who O:b'jects to this non-sectarian 
sect is a.bused as one who'delights in conflicts. Ikt us 
pause to recaH tha:t the very ones who have raised this 
clamor, repeatedly play down as non-essential or ·ride 
rough-shod over many truths· that' are 'dear to others, 
Anyone who te'tls m~ that some Bihlical truth that I 
cherish is of no consequence, is, asking f'Or a conflict. 

'In order that we be not mis-understood, we reaffirm 
our conviction that aU truth mus't be delivered with' a 
burning love of Go'dl and for men's souls. That, which 
we adovocate is not some stone-col~, intell~tual accept~L 
ance of dead dogma: i~ is a Ji.vin'g, vital aecep"tance of 
the truth of 'God coupleii. with' a desire to please Him in ' 
obeying' His Word. If that is 'sectarianism, then we ,are' 

. confirmed sectarians of the fi,rst ord·er. 

SUNDAY IN JARVI-S'STREET 
'The past Sunday was a b.itterly coldr'day jn 'Tor~ntQ .. 

Despite the. unfavo.ura:ble weather, there 'was a good 
attendance ~t the morning Bible School, andi the' other 
regular'serVices of the day. The Pastor, Du. Slade, spo'ke 
at 'hoth 'the morning and evening services. -In the morn
ing he preached on:' "Security iri the Midst of Tempta
tion". In the evening his 'suhject was "The .Assurance 
of Salvation". . • 

..... 
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tltbt J ar~is 6ttttt- Julpit 
, 

URevive Thy Work!" 
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Delivered -in Jarvis ,Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, January 3rd, 1929 
(IStenographiQaJlly Reported') 

"0 Lord, I have heard .thy speecl1, amilWas afraid: 0 Lord. revive thy work in 
bhe midst Of tihe years, in the midst Of 1ihe years make known; in lW·ralth remember 
mercy."-JHalbaldcuk 3:2. \ ' 

,. , 
I ISHAUL speak to you agaln for a little while this 

-evening on the subject .whic:h engaged our thought 
Tuesd8y morning, the subject of revival. Let me read 
the text a'gain: "0 Lord. I have heard thy speech, and 
was afraid: 0 Lord, revive thy work in the'"mid!st of ute 
years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember mercy." . 

I have long had a conviction that a very special burden 
, of .responsibility rests u'pon us -in this place. We must, 

on the one hand, avoid anything approaching a spirit of 
Pharisaism. We must not allow ourselves to think that 
we are in any respect ·better than others. What we are, 
we are by divine 'grace; and if it be so that we sWI 
believe His Word, and seek to hon:our His ISon', it is only 
because God has !beengracious to us and has not p&
mitted us to wander from Him. He is the Alpha and, 
the Omega; and. salvation - yours' and mine - is all 
of grace. But 'I do ibelieve that the Lord is looking' to
day, not only for men ·arid women, ibut for churches which 
He can use fur His honour,. for the glory of His name 
in the salvartion of souls. . ' 

I have sometimes wondered why we itlave ~ome to be 
so co,rdiaJ.Iy and so 'g.enerally doi-sliiked. I have wondered 
why we should fall heirs to an -inheritance almost of 
hatred. But these things do not happe~. a.nd I' believe 
that God; in His providence. will sometime set fire to it 
all,' ~nd use ·i.t for His glory. I have !'laid before now Ithat 
I have never particulBrly objected to the Devil's paying 
o,-!r a'dve~-ti.sing biI'1s if he wants to. But ,it i·s a mal'k 
of disfavor in many directions to 'be identified in any 
way at all with the work of the Lord in this place_ . , 

'Is it so that GO'd ~Ians to make us the channels of His 
grace?, A man came to me one day - he had come from 
the other side of the sea without lI:ppoin'tment on our 
part, and preached here dur:ing' the Pastor's absence at 
one. service. Before retil.rning to England he called to 
see" me. He said a thing which I would never have dared 
to say. He is "Superintendent Qf the London City Mission 
in Old London, and has had· a rather wide experience in 
,Christian work and Christian organizations. .Resaid, 
"I wanted to tell you that tremendous l'esponsihility rests 
u'pon the people of God in this pl'ace, for I am convinced 
that.-God: is some 'day' 'going to do some·thing.here whi~h 
will kindle a fire around the world." It was a stagger~ 
ing staltement and one needs. to be very. very, careful 
how he receives 'such a statement as that, and what atti
tude he takes up toward· such an idea. But certainly I 
believe that God wants to lead us· out into ·greater depths . -

I • 

, 
of His grace and power, al!d to use us as He has never 
used us yet for the salvation of souls. Therefore I have 
sug,gested. to you that it should be the bumen of our 
prayer every day, and all the time, "0 Lord, revive thy 
work."· , 

"I. 
IWHAT ARE SOME OF THE EVJDE1I!CES, THE CHARACTERIS

TICS, OF A GENUINE, SPI~ITUAL, RE~VAL THAT COMES FROM 
'GOD? In some parts of ·the country they. tal'k ahout "hold
ing revival meetiI.1'gs", and they mayor may not be 
revivals at all .. But we are speaking now of a revival 
that comes from Heaven liike the revival of springtime 
when winter is past, and· the rain is over and gone, and 
the flowers appea·r on the earth, and the time of the 
singing of hirds is come. When there isa genuine re
vival which is the :re'sult of a visitation from Heaven, 
what are its characteristics-?I 

I think both as appIled to the ind,ividual believer and 
,to the church coHectively, there will 'be sure to be signs 
of retu.rning spiritual ·health. One of' the things that 
any dloctol'will give attention ·to when he is calle'd to 
examine a pati,ent is his respiration. How' does the man 
breathe? Are his lungs sound? ·Is he using them? Or 

. is 'he just pan~in'g for breath? When one's h~alth is what 
it ought to be he wiU -breathe freely. and' easily and 
naturaliy. And when there is a real revival in the heart 
of an individual, prayer becomes natural to him, it. 
becomes the delight of his life. I mi'ght almost say that 
it be~omes! automatic. He prays almost unconsciously, 
he ,prays 'al'l the time, because he is holding commeree ' 
with the skies; and in the heaven].y places 'in Christ 
Jesus he is breathing ,the very atmosphere Qf 'heaven 
itself. If any of us find a'new di!Ji.ght in prayer, a'~ew 
freedom in prayer, then we ought to thank GO'd for evi
·dJences of returning health. If we do not find it 'so, 
then it oUg'pt to be a ·matter o'f conceI:n to us, -and> we 
may 'well pray that we may lea.rn to pray better and 
more constantly: But that, I am sure, is one of the 
most infallible indications of a 'genuine spiritual revival, 
a delight in prayer on the part of the ind·ivdual. 

And when it comes to the church, when a clvurch is . 
revived, there wilJ be a new interest in the ministry of 
prayer, .in the ministry of intercession. There are cer
tain parts of the lun'g that are tlometimes like -the best 
parlor in the farm-house that is s'hut up and is used only 
occasionally, and a: hit Ii'ke the \spare ·be'droom that is 
reserved for the' preacher - to give him a cold when 
he comes. It is not much used, andi'is the dURtiest and 
mlistiest place to be found around the' house. There a're 

, 

/ 

... 



I. 

.. 

.' 

· 12:(629)· January 12, 1956 
· . 

· portioris of the lu~.gs like' that," and if there is going to Of ~urse 'where there is ·good health there will be: 
· :be any troubiEi at ·a11 that is where it wilI start; in the renewed activi~1I. We shall get u·p out of :bed -and 'go tQ 
· unusea cells of the lung's is where the disease will lodge. work.· PeQ'Ple .who eat and do not work will be as hadly 

· :aut "if we a·re letting God's' fresh' air into 'our system off 'after' a' whil'e as those .who try' to work without eat
it.will domore.to.neutralize the ·power of d,isease 'germs ing. ;But .where there js' a normal appetite aI}d, good 
that have lodged there than anything else. And as health' 'health you-'will find. ·the peo'ple of God constantly wit
returns, more and more the whole respiratory system nessing for the tJOl"d, alway~ a'bout the Master's business. 
·is 'brought irito,phiy"and into new and f·reet exercise. Then there is another thing: wherever our Lord Jesus 

So when there is a revival in the church, peoille who went :people who were lame learned to walk, people, who 
have not been accustomed! to pray will 'begin ·to 'pray, and were du~b learned to talk, people who were deaf learned 
people who 'have not been attend:ing'prayer meetings.will to heat, and people who were blind lea·rne'd to see .. When. 
then somehow mana'ge' to' 'get there; and whereas a there is a. real spiritual reviwl we shalJ, have It kerner 

, :hundred, or perhaps less, have been praying" before, the eye-sight,'~' deeper. penetration, W1, great spiritual dis
· . <lungs' of"the Church will be enlarged - or at least the cern~ent; ~nd we shaU have more q.cute hearing. 'Some
:' active part of them:-will ,be ,increased - and there will times 'dullness of 'hearing is not due to a local condition, 

~' be more: and .more'prayer. If it is not so, n~t us pray the phys~ci~n wIn tell you, but is the~ i'esult of ,a general 
,- tha,'t it 'may' be .so; and'if it i-s so in any mea,sur.e, let ,us decline- in health; an'd that 'if your general health were. 

give God thanks fO.r it, and let us ~ercise 'ourselves .to improved then 'your local disabilijty would depart: -Our. 
the utmost-in this ministry of prayer. . . dJifficulty is-that so many people do not hear the V'Oice ·of . 
~. Another thing: there wiil be a return of appetite. ·It is . Go'd - and, do. not want to hear the 'v~lice of 'God,. ~ey 
a very' 'difficult thing to bring Ii. patient back to his ar, -deaf.... Th~y do ~ot se~ :heir ·~uty, t~ey ~re blind,; 

· ; ~ormjd state of heaI:th ·if he will 'not take nourishment, ,they do not see thell' prIVIleges lD Chi'lst. They .are 
· 'I read the other day'that that was the difficulty the "blin'd,_ and cannot see afa~ off, a~d have forgotten that 

.doctors were' experiencing with the king. They were~hey were. purg~d. from th~l~ old SlDS.': But when ~ere 
feedling him ~n raw eggs -: and'(I had a 'good deal of ' l~a ge~ulDe splr~tual revIval. there ~ln be a !~newal of 
sympathy with him! ' It was a necessuy treatinent, I ,SIght and'o! hear.mg, and OUI" feet wlll be b~u~lful upon 
suppose; and the report said if he could be induced to the mountalDs as we p'r~eh the, gospel and pubhsh peac~; . 
take more nourishment he, would ,more rapidly progress - and t'1)e. du'mb people wlll learn to speak. I have seE)~ It 
towar'd 'his normal health. ' . again and again when GO'd comes into the midst of His 

. people, those who were dumb 'somehow or another learned 
How is your 'appetite? Thait is what the doctor asks . to lisp the name of the LOrd, 'and tlteir voices are heard 

when 'he comes to s~e you, "Is your app~tite pretty in prayer and testimony, and there is ev-idence that the 
· good?" ''Yes.'' "Well, what do you eat? For what have Lord' is near. / 
you an appetite?" He· examines the diet to find 'out :When there is' a revival .of real affection in the heart 
whether the patient has an appetite for·the ri'ght things. for ihe Lord Jesus Christ it will ,be Sure to show itself 

: When there is a 'genuine spiritual revival, and'spiritual 
health' is returning, people have a better appetite for outside., I remember a man who was very caTeless ·about 
spi-ritual things, not8:bly the Bib1e, for it .is the ibread of . 'his dJress; he was quite slovenly in his appearance. Some
life to the soul. You remember one prophet said, ''Thy times you .would· find, him wearing soiled linen, he was 
wordls have I found, and I nave eaten them.". We are not careful to keep himseif neat, at all. ,Suddenly a 
actually' to eat the word of God, and, nourish our 'Souls change came over him, and everybody remarked on it. 
on this s'piritual food.' He looked, as though .he had 'just come from the hands 

. , of a valet, he was so "'spic an'd span". He was always 
!What is your appetite for the Word of Go'd? I dolnot dressed up. People said, "What is th~.matter? What-in 

mean the preached word'. He must be in a, wretched the wOrld has come over' that man?" Someone who knew 
state .of health 'who cannot eat a Ibit~ when it is prepared saidi, "Do you not kllow? Do you not know? He is trying 
for him! 'There are people who come to church. and sit to appear ~elI 'in so~eibody's eyes"! Then 'somebod,y whis-. 
and yet receive very little, from the ser,mon, and there pered, ~'The fact is, the' poor. fellow is des'perately in 

· ' are othe!'s who enjoy, it if it is to t'heit Nkin'g. But that {ove, an'd is doing the very best he can to ma'ke somebody 
· is not an indication ~of very gopd health. Call a healthy else ·fall in love! That is the reason for his bein'g S'O, 
· family around the table at mealtime, an'd they will .all . carefulof his personal appearance." 

'make a r-aid on the foOd. And when one is ravenously lit is 'Something loike that ,in the Christian life: when 
hungry he 'knows how to get Ms own meal. I have little Jesus Christ becomes really 'Precious to the believer he 
use for a man who cannot get ibis own dinner. If he wants to appear well in His sight. When He become'! the 
coul'd not, if I were his wife I would go away for a month Beloved of OUi' souls we do not 'keep our Ibest clothes for 
until he 'learned! 'I do not mean that men like that sort strangers: we are rather like ~e a'pOstles: ''Wherefore 
of thing, but -if you have a good, appetite youcamiot wait we labour, -that, whether' pres'ent or absent, we ,may be 
for mealtime. accepted of him." The ,great question then is, ''What . 

lIs the Bi'ole-like the ,pantry to your soul? 'Are you does He "like? What does He like us to do? How does 
always 'going to it for a cookie between meals? When He desire us to appear? What is the di,rection of His -
we are really hungry we shall find. that this storehouse . will?"'When there is a real r~vival in the heart you 
of meat and .drink will ,be wo~der.fulIy attractive to us. /wil1 find! there will be a genuine transformation 'of ute, 
On the other hand" if you find that you have ea'ten noth. and everybody 'will know it. They will say, '·Something 
ing, if you have not 'gone to the cupboard, at all, then has happened. That man was 'a merely nominal Chris-

- you· had better go aside with God and have the Divine tian, 'put now 'Pis whole character is trarisformed,. and 'he 
Physician examine you. There is something sadly wrong is Ii different man entirely;" It i's because he .has faIlen 
with' us i,f .we have no appetite for spiritual thi~gs. in love afresh with his Belove'd. That' is the reason: 

: 
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a ,real 'revival means a renewal' o'f fellowship with Jesus depend very largely upon that after all. Wisdo~ in re-
Christ.;, spect to these matters is here. -

'Perhaps I should add one other tliing~, There will I think I "spoke to ym~ of a.-m.an who told me that he' , 
always be conviction when the l~me man leaps as an. was ~our for years' as a IChristian, and 'went to church 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sings. It" wiH not be only occasionally. He had been a ~ealthy man, wealthy 
long bef()re the grave of Lazareth is, open, and he who . enough to buy a railroad - and foolis'h enough to think -
was dead -will be sitting at the mble with the'Lord. But . of it. He asked' so-me'body about it, and went into pad- '.. '. .' 
if there is to be conviction there must first of all he a nership -with a certain man. He said they :bought the, 
genuine revival in the hearts 'Of God's people. '. , railroad for hl:tndreds' of thousands of 'dollus. It was an -

enormou's sum of -money. The partner defaulted" and 
II. . \ 

How CAN wE PROMOTE SUCH A REVIV'AL AS THAT? What 
'can we do? "0 Lord" I have heard thy speec~.;' We ca,n. 
surrender our8elve8 afriiih to the authority of J,.e8U8 
Chri8t, actuaUy yield our8elve8 to Christ that He may 
.be our Lord, 1 'do' not mean just once, ,that I can say 
to-day, "I take Jesus Christ as my Lord", and thep. forget. 

, aU about it. But 'I mean we mu'st take up an attitude 
toward 'Him sO that His Word will :be the supreme au
thority in our lives. Go, back through the Old Testa
ment and n'Ote the 'difference between certain men who 

. were in thei,r measure godl\y men. Take the case oi David, 
for instance. If you examine his 'recordi you wiU find 
that it was C'haracteristic of David that he "ma:gnified 
the, Lord". It is possible to study the Bible just as the 
Hindu 'says his prayers, ·or as the Roman ICatholic counts 

~ his ibeads. I heard a ,man say once, 'Speaking of a certain 
person, "Some people count th.e stars, and. some people 

. collect :butterflies: Dr. 'So:and-So studies the Bi'ble." 
" He put this man;s interest in. the Word of God on the 

':plane of hobbies, the gathering' of :butterflies or pretty' 
'stones on the part of the man Wh'O' is interested in that' 
part oi'naturalisticstudy. " . 

,he had' to pay it all. lIt ruined him., He had built up a 
fortune and came right down .to rock-bottom. His house 
and. everything he 'had. went. He 'said, "I got angry with 
the Lord an'd said, Why has the 'Lord dealt with me like 
this? I 'did no't 'go to church, i stopped praying, and I 
was generaHy miserable. One 'Sunday afternoon; for 
'want of something better to do, I opened my Bi'ble 'and 
happened to turn to Provel'\'bsandl 'read, 'He that is 
surety f'Or a stranger shall'shtart for it: and: he that 
hateth suretishi-p is sure.; 'l,'hen I said to myself, I 
have been blaming God, all these y_ears, whereas if I 'had 
listened, to what G'Od said to me, I would have been a 
better business man; and would not hav~ lost all I had. 

T'he last word. of wisdom on husiness, or anything' else, 
is to be found in the Bi'ble; lima if you want to :be a good 
ibusiness'man and a deyoted 'Christian, if y'OU want to do 
. your duty toward God! and secure: for yourself the 
.Joargest and truest ·profit, then be g,u.ided by. the· Spirit . 
of God. That is what it means'to take Jesus Christ as 
Lord. It 'means. that the Bi'ble is to' guide me, and I am 
to bring all these 'matters of daily routine into the lig.ht 
of the judgment of the Word of God, to find out what 
God would have me to do. :, ' 

J: have known some people Who were great stud<ents of 
the' Bible, yet no one could say that the Bible had any This .iDan to whom I .referred wal'ked in the coun~el 
particular authority -in their lives. It -is one thing to of the ungodly.. H~ got advice fr~ an ungo'dly. man, 
know with our heads what the Bihle teaches but it is 'h~ con~orted WIth smners, and at last sat down tn the 
another thing to :bring our lives under the' subjective 'seat of the scornf~l;' he was cynical-and out of ~ort~ 
influence,of the Bible and make it the law of ou'r daily "gen~rally. ~at IS the .cure f~r, ~a~? :r-he'~a~ who~ 
life. We have the authority in.'this Scripture by which' aVOIds that IS ~hus dles.cnb~d ,- 'hIS dehght ~s m the ,~ 
to . regulate the minutest detail of our lives. W'here do law ,o!th~, Lord; and In 'hIS' law ,dot,h he, medItate d,a~ 

'you go for ,advice on.a question that .perplexes you? "~ and mgh~. If y'Ou want to keep o~t,of the cou~sel ~f 
should like to talk things over with Mr. iSo-and..;So." ,Sup- the un;~~dlY, get ,~he coun~e~ :of HIm. Whose na~e 'lS 

posing it were a' matter 'Of business, whom would you' call~d .couns~ll~r. ,T~a~ ~s what H~ IS for, ,to 'gl.ve us 
consult? If you-wanted your own judginent Checked up advlc~. I ?eheve. the'.rehglOD of the L~. Jesu~ IS the 
or Teinforced as the case mi-ght ibe, to Whom would you 'm?s~t ,p~actlcal. thmg m ~he ;wor~d ... I behe~e th~s. Bo~k 
'go on a matter of,business?t "Wen to a business asso- w:1l1 guIde us In our famIly hfe, In our husmess' hfe. m 
ciate of mine." Would, you? What' is it to walk in the, ?ur playtime - if w~ h~v~ any -:- in out intel1~~ual lif~, 
counsel of the ungodly but to asle advice 'Of ungod,ly meh? ~n ever~ asp~ct of l.lfe. ,~t the W9rd 'Of ChrIst dwell, 
If I, as a Christian, asked, the 'Opini'On, the' counsel, of m you .rlchly m all WIsdom. 
somebody who does not know 'Christ, with respect to iJf. we are g'Oing -to have ,revival, that is what 'will hap~ 
,any'duty in life, whether business or pl~asu,re or any- p~n:' we sh~l'open O,UI' hearts to the counsel of the Most 

, thing else, what am I d'Oing ibut submitting to the coun~ Hi'gh, and when we have God's Word on any subject we 
sel of an ung'Odly man? Is ,there no better way· than will do it. Then Jesus 'Christ becomes in very' truth our. 
that? "But you do not m~an to say t-hat in . matters ' 'Of; Lord,. "Why call ye me Lord, Lord,' and 'do not the things 
ibusines's 'One can ,get advice from the Bihle?" someone that I say?" It is of no u'se for. us to calI Him Lord 
will ask. I certainly do. I have no Q'Ou:bt !l'botit it. I unless 'we actually o'bey Him when once, we have received' 
believe the Bible, to the IChristian man, is the 'best His cOID-Il)ands. . 
business ,guide that.ever was,writ1;en'If th'at is to ,become the rule of our life. we cannot d'O' 

Jos'eph was 1:1 fairly successfi.t1 business man. Who it once and f()r all. I heard of some little 'boy of thirteen. 
taught Joseph how to 'get a corner 'On all the wheat of or fourteen years, wh()'had~been under certain influences,' 
the wOrld,' and to beCome absolute, master of all the "who 'got up and thanked the Lord that he. had..!!received 
world's ·markets ~ No business 'man in Egypt. He 'got his sanctification"! Received his 'Sanctification! :Poor 
direct cOmmunication fr'Om Heaven, and th~ Lo'rd, Of the 'boy; 'I did not bl~me him, but I did hlame his elders' 
universe is the best One ,to counsel you, what next year's for bilking ,such nonse~se. Do you know what sanciifica
'wheat yield' will, be; and, 'the maTkets of the country will ti'On. ~s 1. Sanctification jbegins when we are 1ustified: 

" 
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freely by God-'s grace, and are yielded to Jesus enlist" ougM to put away childish things. I do not think any 
as our Lord, and when the Word of God, become's the of us p.as 'any right any night of his life' to Ue down 
authority of our lives. Ho~ long will it last? How long until he has absolutely, by God"s gra~e, fergiven 'every
will you nave to ask God's ~dvice on- your daily affairs? ·body who has ever done him a wrong, so that you .can 
Right up to the last hour and moment of life. And- in· meet anybody as your friend. That is a very ,practical 
the measure in which we yield. to that authority 'and thing, is it ·not?1 But that sin is ·the thing that stops 
receive the ga.-ace' to do the things Which He commands, hl'essing, and when put right -it is the thing that will 

'"in that measure we are 'being sanctified, for sanctifica- -bring hlessing. I am po's-itive it will bring blessing. 
tion i~ s~inplY apother ,name ~or the edu~ation of .t~,e Then, you see, the applic~tion oi the authority of 
so1;11, 'It IS another name. for the. educatIon of G.od s Scripture to everyday life wiU mean. that 1 will have to 
chIldJr~n who are born a~am, .and then they are tr~Ined be, careful what 1 think about. The Word of God o~ght 
'by thIS great. text-<?ook Into a kno",:ledg~ of ~he wIll of to be the 'subject of my meditation: "in. thy law will I 
oua.- God. It IS a hfe, p~ocess, and Just !n the measure, .meditate day apd. night"; "My meditatiQn of him shall 
and, so long as .we 'subm.It to the ~uth~rIty of the Word 'b.e sweet: I wi'll be"glad in the Lordi." 'Sometimes when 
of .God, we shall be conSCIOUS of reVIval In-our own hearts. you think of somebod.y that you do not like -there may 

Of course that, will mean immediately the facing of ·be peopl'e whom. you do not like that you" can love for 
certain sins of omission. ,There ·are some things we have IChrist's sake. I meet people with whom I have no natural 
not done - what then? If·we are 'going to have blessing affinity at all. It may 'be that you fin'd.some people 

• we must go and do them. We must 'go and pick up our the same. If so! let the Word·of the Lord nave authority 
blesshIg where we laid it down by simply 'going arid'doing -in the realm of your· thought, "bringing into captivity 
the th·ing we ought ·to do. Nothing could! be simpler than every thought to the obedience of Christ." If there is ' 
that. But I have no doubt at all that "everyone here could 'Somebody: you cannot think about without being warmed 

, to-night 'go and do something 'that we know is divinely up a hit, then say, "I ,am not· going to think about Him. 
required of us; but which has :been neglected; and, in the "I will,. think of the Lord, Jesus." As you think of all that 
doing of ihat will' come an accession of power tha,t will He is; all that He has done, all that He -is yet 'going, to 
,begin the revival ,in our own hearts. be to you, He will -so fill your Hfe with "joy that you 

Some,times there is place 'for restitution. If we have 
wronged anybod¥ we ought to 'go and; put it right, we 
really oug)it. 'In some cases I have known it has heen 
the restitution of money. But let me say this - and 
I wish I had the whole chu,rch membership here that I 
might say it to them - if there,be one man or. woman 
in this church that entertains in nis or her heart, any 
kind of animos-ity towardl another - I do not care what 
it is, by so much that person will bloCk the blessing in 
:his or her own life. My friend,s, if I a.-ead my Bible' at 
all accurately, it is ,~bsolutely, impOssible for any man 
or woman to .grow in Ohrist while nourishing a "grudlge , 

" 8'gaillst somebody else. You can .pray until the crack 
of' doom, but you have to 'get that malice out of your 
heart or, you cannot be right with God. You have 'got 
to get.rid of it. It is a root of !bitterness that will poison' 
the springs of life, that has no right in the heart of ~ny 
blood-bought child otGo'd:. 

·There are SOJIle people who try ·to get rid of some 
.awkward passages in the ,Scriptu'res such as:' "If yeO for
give not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 

I for-give your trespasses," hy saying that that ;bel~ngs 
to another dispensation; "'That is works" r I think that 
is all nonsense. That be'Jongs ·to Y-O-U. That is for 
Y-O-U. 'It belongs to you, and it belon'gs to me. I have 
no l"ioght to elCpect that God will forgive me my sins if 
I am not ·willing to forgive other people. The reaction 
of His for-giveness, the' realization that by His ,grace I 
am pardoned, ought to make me ready to forgive my 
worst enemy. Do not .judge it. If that is your condi
tion before God., face' -it and get ,rid of 'it, and 'get a 
revival in you,r own heart right away. -and you will 

. get it. It is a glorious thing to get'rid of things li'ke that. 
'Do you know any;body you are "out" with? Go and get 
"in'" with them, tell them it is allover. Things of that 
sort do -more harm to the cause of Christ" than anything 
else in the world. Little thin'gs of that sort between the 

. people of God 40 more to stop reyival and s·piritual bless, 
ing, 'I believe;" than all other offences put together. It is 

. such a childish thing anyway. When we become men we' 

will think, "How foolish I was to think· of ·that man." 
The Word of 'God will 'be regnant· in our minds, and the '. 
Spirit of God can' come ,in 'and flood us and make us a 
blessing to the people roundabout us. . ' 

When He does that, the ,Spi'rit of God ou.'ght to have -
author~ty. Let me be very personal, very pra'cti~l, and 
say that the Spirit of God ought to have authority over 
our tongues. I mean tongues! You kIJ,oW what I mean! 
'That little me:r;nber! The t-o-n-g-u-e! Do not spiritualize 
-it. I mean the thing tq.at talks, that ma:kes a' noise! the 
tongue! You do not need that exhortation? Well, a very 
wise man said that all kinds of wild! beasts had ;been 
tamed, ''but the tongue can no ,man tame." It is a 
terrible weapon .. The Bible is so terri!hly irue that it 
describe'S' certain 'People. lilke th'is: "The poisOn of asps 
is und,er their lips." There are some people that never 
speak' a'bout any;bod¥ without ejecting their injurious 
poison, the poison of asps ; they are human yellow jack-, 
ets - no matter how .they are dressed'. There are more 
horrible figures than th~t. The Lord, Jesus said, "0 'gen
eration of vipers; how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mou~ 
speaketh." Is not t~at a horrible thirilg, ',to_call anybody 
a viper? Do you laiow why He d,id ~at? They were 
always poisoning people. I have known some people who 
had a faculty of poison:ing everYlbodly, always 'saying 
mean things about· people. '''Oh,'' you say, "they de-. 
served it". I nave 'no doubt they did: So do you! You 
deserve a double dose of it very li'kely! .If· the Lord,· were 
quick to mark iniquity, who of us would stand? . . 

. . ' 

I was tallking with' a 'pastor the other day about Ii 
'cert~in churc:h, and a certain great difficulty in that 
,particular church. I told him the course pursued iby a 
certain'minister whom, '1 ,knew twenty'yea'rs a&"9. He 
went to a church where there had' been sharp division 
and very mallked bitterness. This man went to be 'pastor' 
of the church .. He was a very 'graciou~, 'gen~lemanly, sort 
of man. When he went into a house and some of them 
wanted to introduce him. to oth~ members of the church 
by telling him all they knew about them, he gep~y re-

" 
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·bu·ked them. "Have yoil seen Mr. 'So-and"So?" "No, not 
recently." "Well, I think I had' better tell you about 
him." "Please do not. Mr. ;So-and-'So is a friend of 
mine. He is a member of thi~ church. I should he dis
loyal to my absent friend if 'I lisrtened! to you. You must 
not say it." '~Of course, if you do not want to be ad
vised'" - "No I do not want to 'he advised at alI." They 
felt abashed, ~nd half ashamed. Perhaps he would visit 
next a 'home on the other side of the issue, an'd 'when 
they started· to speak evil of anyone he w0!1ld say, "No, 
no; 'I will not ·hea·r' it. 'M·r. So-and-So· is a friend of 
mine, and I will not 'permit you to sayan unkind thing 
a'bout a mem'ber of the church. You offer me an insult 
in your own home when you try to speak unkindly o~ 

- another member of this church. I will not have it." After 
a _while they found every spark feU in a lake of water; 
it would no.t burn. After he had visited every member 
of the church they felt ashamed. The viper went out -
anIJ God. came in. . 

I 

iWhat; right have you to say anything or permit any
body else to say anYthing dierogatory. of any member of 
the church? That sin needs ·rebuking every time it is 
indulged in.' There is a pl'ace for open l"ebu'ke. Do you 
'lmow one of the 'greatest sins of which Christian people 
can be guilty? One of the greatesrt of all sins? It is .this: 

. privily so}·andel·ing some:body with the tongue. 

I think I will tell you a story. Some years ago I was in 
Kansas City. I stayed at a certain hotel· in which my 
friend, the late Dr. Dixon was staying .. We shared· the' 
same room at his l'equest . .one day' he "came into the 
room, and 'shutting tIie door he said, "Sit dow~ a minute, 
I want to tal'k to you. I am terribly upset." "What is 
the matter?" 'iI have just come from the Convention 
(theSoutbern Baptist 'Convention), and! one of our 
Southern leaders 'came to me and' told me. that Dr. So-and
So (I wiII call him Dr. "A") ha'd certain affidavits in
vo'lving ·Dl". "B" in serious wrong-doing, 'but that for the 
honou'r of the ministry 'he was not making these af,fi-' 

, diavits pu.blic. As soon' as I hear'd that I said to my in
formant, 'I will ·go right to Dr. "A".' No! N:o! No! 
'Don't you dar.e .do that. I ·told you that in strictest con
fidence.' 'Then I will go to Dr. liB" and, teU 'him, so 
:he will have a chance to defend himself.' 'No'! No! No! 
No! You must say no word,'to-Dr. "B" a'bout it.' What 
do you think of that?" Dr. Dixon aske'd me. "Who was 
it?" I enquired. , When be told me, ~nd I said I had some 
acquaintance with the· man be said, "I dJid not ·know you 
knew him." I said., "I know him too well. It was the 
devil who spo'ke throu'gh ·tjhat lba'ckbitel'. He may be 
president of a college, .and he may.have all the degrees 
that all the universities on earth can give him, but the 

. , . . 

is told in confidence. You cannof walk with God' and do 
that 'kind of business. These are HUle things, :but they 

. are the things that gri'eve the Spirit of God· in any 
ibeliever's life, and -they are the thin'gs that must ·be dealt 
with if we are ever to have a real' revival. 

I wondler d·id I touch' anybody? I wonder did I hit any
wher.e? I want 'to take it to myself, and I want you to 
apply it. I hope I am safe in assuming that evel'Y man 
and· woman, here this evening wants.above everything/else 
that God would'rend the heavens and come.down. If we 
do, I 'hope' we can pray this ·prayer. "I will pay any price, 
I will take any position, I wiII perform any duty, I. will 
make any sacrifice, I. will be anything, I will be nothing 
if need 'he, I will do anything or :be anything - whatever 
'Thou shalt direct, on:ly 0 'Lord, l"evive Thy work" 

I Have a great deal more to say of the' same sort, ·but 
I think I will hold it oyer for the present for our time is 
gone. But shall we make ·it our daily prayer that we 
may get rid of eVel'ything tliat would stand in the way'of 
the blessing of the Spirit of God. • 

AMUSEMENT IN THE CHURCH 
The notion having ·g.rown up that we m'ust entertain 

men in ord'er to win. them to 'Ch'risrt, every invention for 
world-pleasing which ;human iil'genuity can devise -.has 
'been brought forward till the churches in multitudes of 
instances 'have been turned into pl~yhouses, with theatre
boards, announcing the courses for the gay 'season, , 
bold:ly. set u·pat the doors; and, there is hardly a carnal· 
amusement that can be named, from billiards to dancing, 
which does not now find a resting-place- in' Christian 

. sanctuaries. Is it then phariseeism or pes'simism to
sound. ·the note of alarm and' to preddct that at ·the 

. present fearful' rate of progress, the close of this d~de 
may see the 'Protestant church a's completely assimilated 
to nineteenth century secularism as the Roman Catholic 
church was ass'imilated to fou.rth centu·rypa'ganis-M. 

, -A. J. GORnoN in 1894. 

. THE EDITOR'S ANNUAL LETT)!:R 
,soon our readers wiII receive a letter from the Ed.itor' 

telling something of the work of THE GosPEL WITNEss . 
d's·ring the past year. We request the prayers of our' 
many friends that -this le~ter may elicit a ·hea1thy re
sponse 'so that our work of the coming year may make 
even greater progress- than it has ·in any year of the .. -past .. 

voice that spoke when that was said was the .voice of the THE EARLY ~H-URCH 
devil - an'd' it came from h'€il. He first of all injected :With no ,power except the "i.rresistilble mi·ght of weak-
'his poison into your mind, and then sealed 'your lips so ness"; with no wea'lth except the riches of glory in
that you cannot get it out. The next time ,Dr. "B" met herited through her heavenly citizenship; refusing all 
you he would d,iscover that you were cold ,toward him. compromise with the world·! declining al'l ·patronage of 
He would never find out why, he would never have an kings and emperors, she nevertheless went forth con
opportunity of defending himself. Doctor, I want to tell qUel'ing and. to conquer, tin in a few years she 'had 
you·something. YQU dJd· not 'taH·me in eonfidence, and I undermined the whole colossal fabric of paganism. And 
am goiUg to both Dr. "B" and' Dr. "A". I am going to • might not the church of IOh.rist do the same ·today if 
find ouf." I found out exactly what I thought. It was an she_were to return to ·this primitive ideal? an'd if re
infamous, unmitigated, lie that hadJ the very poiso!) of nouncing her dependence on human resources - wealth 

,hell in it - told by a prof~s'Sing Christian, told to dam- andi power and social presrtige, she Wel'e to inscri'be upon 
age the reputation of a great man of God. her' banner thai ancient motto: "Not by mi'ght nor by 

Keep your confidences to yo1irse1'Ves. everyone of you. power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord." 
Do not go whispering into somebody's eM,something that . ' -A. J. GORDON 

, 
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Bible· School Lesson Outline 
to use the nets. Our lMaster d~ ~ prompt, un-
questionling dbediem:e. . ' _ 

. . ~ ~ 
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. OLIVE L. 'CLARK, Pli.I? . ·(Tor.) - 0 

THE CALL OF PETER, JAMES AND J~HN 
'. Lesson Text: Lulre 5:1-1'1.·. _ ' .. 

Golden Text': "And Simon anSwering said unlIlo him, Master, 
. we have toiled an th~ mgbt, 8IIlId 'have taken nothing: 

nevel'ltheless at ,thy 1W'0rd I ri'l let down 1lhe net." , 
• ' -Luke 5:5. 

Parell~l Passages: lMatt'heIW. 4:18~22; !Mark ,1:16-20. 

I. Teaching the Great Multitude: V8l'ses 1~3. 
After our Lortl _ rejecl;ed by ithe people of Nazareth, 

He made His home in Capernaum, a city of Galilee, situated on the Shore of the ,Sea of Galilee .(Ma.tt. 4:13; Luke 4:31). 
There He remained until He left the viciniity of Galilee about 
six months 'before ,the Cruci:fixJiOiIllo . But'during that period 
His 8ICtivities were not ·oolllfined to Caipernaum, bu,t lJe toured 
'Galilee with His msc'iples and 'alBo made a trip '1;0 Jerusalem. 
The Great GlIIlilean Ministry of O\U' Lord is recorded in Luke, 
c!hapters 4 to 9. . . - ..' . 
. It is possilble that the 'ca:R df. ,the ,three ~8Clples as de-

. 3. Peter 9p8rieneed a visIion of .the holiness of Goel", and 
hence l'ea1.ized: :his 'own- UlllWoi::tihinEll!"8 (Job 42:5; 6; Isa. 6:5). 
~e one Who would !be used of G!!d' muSt be ihu.mble before 
H~ . - : 

4. In con!t;l'Ut_ 'to ,the fiSh fW'hliCih 'Would soon di~, the dis-. 
ciJples .'Were Ito ''¢ake meJi a'llve" ~. On tihe Day of P~teeost 
.Peter :tOok three thousand ~1iV'iDg, captives to grace the tri-
umph of .the LoM. . ' . 

5. 'nle LoM drew 'tihe fish to Ithe' net, !but He gave to lIlhe 
dlisciples Itihe task oil se'tting out and m-awing !in the net. 
P'red -tale Word; ·i't is G¢'s own mejUlS of I'eaclring men 
(lJas. 1:'21; 1 ,Pet. 1:22, 23). ''Throw· 0'U't 1lhe GOspel oot"! 

6. ·Peter, James and John forsook a!ll. and follJowed Christ • 
They had previously been cal~ed to Ibel:ieve on Him (JOIhn 
1 :35-(2) ; . now 1lhey were summoned to serve· 'Him (;Matt . 

. 4:19). Worldl'Y .. pumuits and !pleasures mus't be. forsaken. 
7. Alfter the death of Christ when 'tihe backslidden, dis

couraged Peter led iIlhe other disciples m returning to their 
for.mer vocation, the risen Lord in'mertly' ,performed a similar 
·miracle, wlhicl1 doUlbtless aroused memories of ,the ex;perdence 
of 1Jhe Lord's pow~ and oil tiheir whole-'hearted surrender to 
the 'Ca:l'l of 1he iMaster at -fuat time (Jer. 6:16; Jo'hn 21:3-11). 

Daily Bible Readings 
Jan. 1~'.Dhe ClIIli tto Salvation ................................ Jo'hD. 1:35-42 
Jan. 17-The Call to Rest ............................................ Reb. 4:1-11 
Jan. 1S-The Call to Service ........ !Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
Jan. 19-'Thie CallI to Disciplesh.ilp ........................ Lqke 14:25-35 
Jan .. 20--1l'he ,OaIl[ ·to Consecration ...... , ................. Rom. "12:1-8 

· lilCri.bed 'in ~he Gospel of Luke is a separate incident from tihe 
'~all of the four disciples, .A.nkiiew, Peter, James and John, . 

.. as recorded in the other Gospels (Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-
'20). -'However, the ,three accounts are' 80 8imHarthat !they 
probiLbly J;efer ~ the same ev~t. . '. _ . 

Jan. 21-The Oall .. to 'Separation .. : .. : ... , ............. , 2 'l'im. 3:15-26 
Jan. 22--'nle Call to Jloliness ...................... : ......... 1 Pet. ~:13-25 . 

This was a·time of popuianty, so far as .. theS~Vlour's mlD
i'lftry 'was com:erned; crowds eagedy gathered to 'heal' His 
prea.c'hing and &0 behO'ld His mira.cles. But, a:\:though many . 
·thronged aibout Him, only :those who actually toucl1ed Him 
by faith were healed (Matt.· 14:36). Association with a 
Ohristian cthurch or ·Sunday &:'bool rill ·not. save; one must 

Sugg.ted 'Hymns 
Who ,is on Ithe Lord;s side? .: . 
Jesus cal:ls:us o'er the tUmu1't.: . 
Har~1 'tis otihe Shepherd's voiee I !hear. 

POWERS OF DISPERSION come into vital relationsbiip with the Lord Himself. 
'. The. Lake of Gennesaret was ca:lied also -.,the Sea of W:~en Handel onee undertOO'k, in a crowded church, t9 
Gennesafet, .the. Lake of Galliee or the Sea of GaIDee. In play the d,ismissal on a very fine organ there, ,the whole 
modern ,times !iii; is ca1[ed 'the Sea of Tiber'ias. This lJ:ake 

. "formed an appropriate' settinlg for the mirIic.le of the fishes, . congregation. ,became so entranced with deli'ght that not, 
since it is the 'centre of ltIhe fiShmJr industry even ,to t.hls day. ·a~ ind,ividual could" stir till the' usual organist came im-

The '-two !boats ibeloDlged:--to Ithe two pairs of brothers: patientlyfprward and took his seat, saying, in a' tone of 
Andr8IW I8.lld Peter, James and JOhn.. The fishermen had acknowled·ged euperiol'ity, "You cannot dism'iss a con< 
temporarily 8lbandoned their iboats, ·being busy ,repairing or t' S hI" " . 
castionlg·,their nets (verse 2; 'Martlt. 4:18; Mark i:19) •• These grega Ion. ,ee. ow -soon can d-lsperse them! 'We 
alCtivities ~ il'lustrative of two aspects of the ministry; haye known excellent men who could use that last sen
restoring ,the Plm!in!g S'III4lts to repe~ce and ul!efulness' (Gal •. tence -with9ut ·being Igui'lty of the' sUghtest egotism. 
6:1, lW'here the Gre,ek w()~ .~~ated "restore" is 'the. same Whether "they conduct a public service, or teach ,a Bi,ble'- .' 
8,8. that transia~ 'm~dmg 'In ~~k 1;19), an; seeking ·to '. class or lea:d a prayer-meeting the result "is sure and 
bring repentant smnenl to the SaVlour (Acts 8:26Jt.O). . ' . - . .' " 

· 'AmoDlg the Jews dt was .the ~tom :Cor the. teacher to sit, rapid., Instead of eaymg With the B8!~yloDlan 'kmg, "Is .. 
down' as he ·-taught, and our Saviour foliJ.owed: this. custom not t;lllS great Babylon that 'I hav:ebUllt 1" they can cry. 
(lMatt. .5:1).' -He chose Itlhe· 'place where .~1 orlg'ht.l!ee aDd '''See. how 'SOon I dispeMe the'm'!" After one or two such . 
hear ~. ···We must make ·the.beSt possible provwODl for . .f~ts, would -it not Ibe w~ll for Ibrethren to rest upon their 

· people t() bear ,the Gospel message. ._ -laurels? We have !none too 'many strong institutions at 
, . II. Calling tke.Seleet Few: ~e~ 4-1~. _'. present, and we do not wish that tJhei-r number should be·. 

Most of ,the Saviour's miracles were petlOll'lmed; not merely dim·inished. If, however, the brother muei,be 'seen.'and 
· .in response to the need of some suffering one, but also to ~e8:rd, let him now try -the rake ~or, gathering instead 
teacl1'a spirltpal leSson .. A'S t;be boat beloD~ to Pe.ter, and. of the fork for scattering .. It is the time of hay-harvest,"
'as our Lord's remarkS w~re eddreased .to him particularly, 
we: conclude that 'he Wa'S the one most 'concerned. The key' he can . learn what we mean Iby ,going into the' meadows. 
'to the understanding Oif the mira.cle is found in verse 10. '.' • C. H. SPURGEON Christ 'gave 'to Peter, and incid8Jlltaliy to . James and John • __ ._. _____ ..;, __ .~_._. __________ . _____ . ..;. 
also, a manlifestation of His Divine power in saving souls, 
with lessons as .to ·tiheir 'own part !in 1!hat -.ervice, , 8lJ.d a 
vision of the limmensity 'o!l'iilie itask !before:tihem. Some of 
the ies'sons are as follows: 

1. iH'UllDan skfll, apart :f.rom !Jftie Spirit of GOd, is 'Of no 
8IVai'1 in the task c:Jf soul-w:i.mWlig (John 15:5). Olrist allow~ 
.the 'night of useleSIS la'bour, .as He, permits- the drought be
fore the shmye1'8 I8.lld bil.Nenness !before revival (James 
5:17, 18)... . " . 
. 2. Semce periformed. at His word, !in ObedienCe to His . 

, Spirit, will. tirinlg a rich !harvest. . 'nle word' "Master" in 
'wrse 5 ,means ~'superdn1lendent", or "LoM of my ·activity" • 

. Even !then, Peter let dawn oniy one.net, ailthwglh he !Was 'IlO'lld 
, .. 

MY COVENANT DOI..LAll-A·MONTH CLUB . 
Desiring to bave a vital part In the work of the fUrtheraoce 

of the Goa .... I hereby pledge One Dollar per'mOllth, to be' 
. applied to the Church EKtensiCm Lou Fmul of The Gonsena

tive Regular Baptist Aaaociation of CaDada. This mOlll8Y Win 
be ~ out to deIIerYiD, caUBe8 to ...... in tllte _tiOn of 
auitable1Jlaeea of wonhip. ~att. 18 :18,10). . '. . ..) 

.' N:8iIDe .. : .......... : ..................................... , ...... : ................ , ............ : ........ , .. : ......... : 
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