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- “Remember them which have ithe rule over you, who have spak'en un-to you the
word of God; whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation:

. “Jesus Ohnst the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.

“Be not~carried aboult with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a lgood ithing
that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited.them .
that have been dc'cupxed t’herem ”—--Heb '18:7, 8, 9.

This sermon is dedzcated to the memory of our late Pastor, Dr. T T. Shzelds

BELIEVE the true sense of this passage of Scrlptu-r'e

is brought out more clearly by the translation of Dr.
Weymouth- which reads as follows:—“Remember your
. former leaders — it was they who brought you God’s

Message. Bear .in mind how they -ended their lives, and
" imitate their faith. Jesug Christ is the same yésterday
and today — yes, and to the ages to come: do not be
drawn aside by all- sorts of strange teaching; for,it is
well to have the heart made stedfast through-God’s grace,
and not by special kinds of foods, from which those who
scrupulously attend to.them have derived no benefit.”

There is not one of us who is not at times tempted to
- drift. The tempter is continually seeking to weaken us
in our firm stand for the faith. If he can-effect, not at

first denial, but just a comprom1se or a slight drawing

away from our strong position in relation to the truth
-as revealed in Jesus Christ, he is, at least for the time
being, quite contented.

Also, there is in each one of us, apart from the-induce-
ments of Satan, a very strong dlsposutlon towards -in-
stablhty

‘“Prone to wander, Lord, 1 feel it;

Prone to leave the God I fove; + . . .
'Here’s my heart, oh, ttake and seal it,
- 'Seal it for Thy courts above.”

Our main difficulty in the 'Chrlstlan life, as we all

experlence, I am sure, is to continue in the thmgs we

v

have learned. The fact is none df us'is as strong as he
would like to be in the matter of stedfastness. It is, of
course, as you know, comparatively easy to begin a thing,
whether it be to essay a task .or to profess a certain
belief, but how to keep on keeping on, indeed, with most
of us, is a very great problem. Mr. Spurgeon once re-
marked, “Some folks T know ought to be, by this time,
experts at begmmngs because they have been doing noth-
ing else ever since I have known them — always making
some new beginning but never continuing.” Our Lord.
recogmzed this tendency among those w'ho early pro-
fessed to be disciples when He said, “If’ye continue. m
my Word then are ye my ‘disciples indeed.”

With a keen sense of his own inherent weakness and,
observing in others the same tendency to “drift; f.he
Apostle Peter, in order to safeguard.us'from a condltlon
of 1nstab111ty, issued a faithful warning which ‘we would"
all do well to.heed, “Beware, lest ye also being led away
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own sted:-
fastness.” .

You will readily observe that.the Writer of the Epistle
to the Hebrews, which would appear to be the Apostle
Paul, considered that the tendency to drift constituted a
very real danger. Therefore, during his. ministry in the
many places he visited he constantly exhorted the people
of God to, “Be stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of- the Lord. 2 To him constancy was a-qual-
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ity, not only to be earnestly dlemred but to be diligently
cultivated. (At the time of writing this Epistle from
which we have selected our text, the Apostle was suf-
fering froni a-very special fear in this regard. This fear
-was chiefly -occasioned by the removal of a number of
faithful, spiritual leaders from their midst.
instance, had been, as thefirst (Christian martyr, stoned
to death, James dlso had been killed. How many others
hdd died by natural means, we do not know.

My friends, it is indeed an anxious t,'i-me when God . |

takes away from His church and the world a faithful
pastor and especially one, as in our case, who -was such
an ou’cstan'&ing ‘Christian leader. - What was the exact
nature of the Apostle’s fear in this.connection T wonder?
Do you not think that we have it explained in the warn-
ing words he spoke to the Ephesian elders at Miletus?
(the ldast time, so far as’we know, he addressed them).
In order to remind ourselves of the important charge
given at that time, T shall quote from Acts, Chapter 20,
verses 28-31. ' ’

. ’ I

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy ‘Ghost hath made you
-- overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood For 1 know ‘this, that after
. my departing shall ;grievous wolves enter in among you,
not spanmg the flock. -Also of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples

after them.”

‘First of all, you will notice; he feared false teachers.
Every professing church has such. They. will come in
among you, said Paul, and they will -prese‘n-t new and

. perverse teaching. With this anxiety in mind he fer-

vently warns the Hebrew Christians, “Be not carrled
about with divers and strange doctrines.” In addition,
during such a delicate period in their history, Paul feared
ambitious men\who would, as he said, from among your-
selves arise speaking perverse things to draw away dis-
ciples. /Of them he said, “I cease not to warn everyone
night and day with tears.” Doubtless the same fears
were entertained by the Apostle with respect to the
Hebrew church, as in the case of-the church at Ephesus.
In order to fortxfy these Hebrew" Chrlstlans against the
impending danger of injurious drlft the Apopstle pre-
“scribes a remedy.. This remedy consisted of observing

* two things — he first exhorted them to remember their

departed leaders, secondly, to’ consider the immutability

of the Lord Jesus Christ. Since the case of the Hebrew

church at the time of receiving this Epistle was ex%ctly
parallel to our own at the present time, which we ex-

perienced in the passing of our great pastor and leader, -

Dr. T. T. Shields, we shall have no difficulty whatever
in applying the text to.our own situation. To keep us

stedfast as a church and unwavering in our distinctive.

testimony for Jesus Christ, what better can be
recommended than to keep in constant remembrance
our departed pastor and to meditate daily upon the un-
changeableness of the Lord Jesus. We- shall, therefore,
for a moment think of the injunction to remember our
departed leader.

1.

Those -of you who knew Dr. Shields well will, I have
no-doubt, want to reflect upon his great personality and
character. For.your inspiration may you do that often.
To us all he was a beloved pastor How can we ever
forget his ‘many kind ministries in that capacity! All
those memories of him are most noble and appropriate

“but the one distinctive feature by which .he is always to

Stephen, for

‘preaching mmlstry above all else.
'ness, no one in this day of apostacy exercised a more
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be held in remembrance, according to the text, was his,
faithful preaching of God’s Word. “Remember them
who had the rule over you, who spoke unto you the Word-
of God.” We shall long remember Dr. Shields for his
As for his faithful-

uncompromising ministry than he.. In his boldness for
God he was without a peer. Never did he shun to
declare all the counsel of God. No one ever heard any

- apologies for the gospel from his consecrated lips. As a

result of his sound teaching and preaching many have
been led to accept Jesus ‘Christ as Saviour and numerous
Christians throughout the world have been strengthened -
and-built up in their most holy faith. We will continue
to bless God upon every remembrance of him as a true
and faithful witness.

As most of you here will recall, just one year ago foday
at the New Year’s morning service he sent from his sick-
bed a text of Seripture as a motto for the year 1955,
upon which he) briefly: spoke. This final speech, which
will be Jong remembered -by all of us, was electrically
recorded. We can still hear him pleading as a faithful
pastor yearning for the highest welfare of his flock,
beseeching tis to give ourselves wholéheartedly unto the
Lord. - .

Much could be said also with respect to Dr. Shields’
ability to pregch He was, we believe, gifted above many.
How many times he carried us into the heavenlies with
his eloquence as he set forth the glorious majesty and
grace of our blessed Lord. - Do remember, dear Christian
friends, ‘those glorious messagées and utterances given
from this pulpit for 80 many years, for that is exactly
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what the Apostle is exhorting us to do. No greater - a bit dim. The hair that was once raven black is streaked '

tragedy could ever come to this church than for the
members to forget the great principles of truth which
were so clearly set forth and so ably expounded to us
by God’s true prophet, Dr. Shields. *

Furthermore, we are admonished to imitate his faith:
“Whose faith, follow.” I know you -will understand when™
I make this observation. We are not asked to imitate
him.. I quote Dr. Shields when I say, “Any person who
tries to imitate another will 1nvar1ably copy his defects
and never his virtues,”. Hence, it is not a safe thing to
do. But the faith of the gospel to which he held most
tenaciously, for which he earnestly contended, by which
he lived and by which he died, we are to religiously
imitate, It was that faith which gave him all the peace
and: the confidence he needed when he at last approached
the “Valley of the Shadow of Death”. As I watched him
make his exit and observed how peacefully and triumph-
antly he departed this life to go into the presence of the
Lord, I said to myself then, “It is not hard to imitate
a faith like that.” We cherish the memory of this great
man of God, as wé do all others like him who have gone
on before. Let us remind ourselves often of the strong
‘convictions which he held, the noble stand he always-
took for the faith and the fa1thfu1 ministry of the gospel
which he consistently exercised. Such recollections will
serve as a stimulus and help to keep us strong and sted-
fast to the end in our witness for Jesus Christ.

I

) Now we shall ‘consider the second part of our main
subject, namely The immutability of Jesus Christ. What
a comforting declaration that is, “Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, today and forever.” In this world of fluctua-
tion the mind needs some principle capable of supporting
it under every circumstance of life. Philosophy, science
and everylth-ing'e'lse apart from divine revelation proffer
their aid in vain. For the purpose of steadying us, amid-
all the wvicissitudes of this mundane sphere, the Bible
directs our views to Him “who changes not”. At the
- same time the truth of the unchangeable Christ greatly
helps to moderate our sorrow. I believe this is one of
the reasons for which the text was originally g-iyen.

; Nine months ago we lost our great pastor. -Our loss
‘was a severe one indeed. But is all gone? No! There
is One who never leaves us, who never dies, who remains
with us still. That One is Jesus (Christ who said, “Lo I
am with you always even unto the end of the. age,™ and
ag’ain “T will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

“How I wish we had the time this evening to elaborate
as I would like on this great theme. However, on ac-
count of the Lord’s Supper to be observed immediately

. following this service, I shall only be able to briefly
touch on a few points. The great truth evinced here is,
no matter who else or what else changes, our great
Saviour and Redeemer is still the same. In the dzgmfy
of His person He ig forever unchangeable He is not
subject to change. Because He is the eternal God, He
cannot be changed. How different-He is from us poor
creatures, for it.seems that we are always undergoing
some great change. Time alters us. If you do not be-
lieve- it, pick up a picture of yourself, say, one taken
-about twenty years ago. Contrast it with your appear-
ance as it is now: What a difference! What a vast dif-
ference, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, thirty vears have .
made! The eye that used to flash fire is now becoming

_change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consuined.”

‘Again, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from

with grey. At that.time you stood upright, you walked
in a spritely manner, but now, to your amazement you are

a little bent and your steps are taken somewhat more
slowly. Time, for you, has brought about.a good many
changes. But upon this One who is the great I AM, time
hasg no effect whatever. Moods change us. I was read-
ing the other day of a remark made by some one about a
certain type of .person who is constantly changing in his
moods. In a tone of disgust this person said, “One day
he is like an orange and the next like a lemon.” Circum- -
stances change.its very often. When we are exalted to a 4
high position we are liable to become haughty. On the
other hand if we happen 1o get a demotion and through
adversity become reduced to poverty, we may take on a
spirit of deep humility.

A certain minister was asked some time ago if he

happened to know another minister who had been re-
cently called to a very prominent pulplt of his city. He
replied, T used to know him but since he has been called
to this particular church he has become so inflated that )
he does-not seem to—know us humbler men any more.” .
What folly! What a comfort it is to know that our Lord
is not subject to circumstances. He is always Himself.
That is what the text means, “Jesus Christ Himself.” 1Is
it too much to expect that He who once walked lowly
through the land of Judea ministering so benevolently
to the multitude can now, since He has been exalted far
above the heavenlies, be the same? Yes, my friends, the
One who sits on the throne and shall reign for ever and
ever is the same Jesus as He was when He was here.
There is no change whatever in His feelmgs .or relation-
ship toward us. ’

When Moses was commanded to go down into Egypt-
to deliver the children of Israel, hé was to address
Pharaoh, the King of Egypt, in the name of “I AM”.
“Tell hlm,” said God, “that ‘I AM’, the great eternal
self-existent, unchanging God has sent you.”

In the New Testament you will find that, when Jesug‘\
was in discussion with the cainal Jews He laid claim to
that very title by saying, “Before Abraham was I am.”
Deity may not be stated here, but it ig cerrtainly implied.
No one but God could speak thus. Listen to what God
says of Himself through Malachi, “I am the Lord, 1

Hear-the Psalmlst speak. “Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and
the world, even from everlastmg to everlasting, thou art
God.” "For a thousand years in thy mght are but as
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch ‘in the night.”

above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with
whom is no varlableness, neither shadow of turmng

In Revelation, Chapter One, he describes Hlmself in
practically the same language, “I am Alpha and Omega
the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which 15,
and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”

Do you think, my frlends, that it is possible for us to
think too highly of this person, the Lord Jesus (Christ?
Can we make too much of Him? No! As we honour Him,
we honour the Father. As we bow to His sovereignty we .
glorify God the Father most effectively. “Unto Him every
knee shall bow of things in heaven, things in earth and
things under the earth, and every tongue shall confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”
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Do not hesitate to magnify Him daily and make Him’

-your~all in all. What a theme this is!
endlessly and still never  exhaust it. -

, I would remind you also that Jesus Chrlst is always
the same in His resources. What He was “when He laid

One could- ‘g0 on

the foundation of the earth, when he brought this world .

.out of thé womb of non-existence, when He piled the
mountaing and scooped out the hollows for the rollmg sea,
He is now and always will be. _ .

For your encouragement recall the stupend!ous mlracles
' which He performed during the days of His flesh ——
how he cleansed the lepers, made the blind to see, the
deaf to hear, and the.lame to walk, how He commanded
the elements when He said to the winds, “Be calm” and
to the waves, “Be still,” how He raised the dead, cast
out devils—and come to Him with all the dlsorders of
your soul. He can heal them every one. You have sins
within and by them you are baffled and utterly over-
come. He, dear struggling soul, can forgive sins. He
can transform your life. He can make each of you
a new creature, Is there anything too -hg-rdi for the Lord?
'Oh, will you not fully trust Him foi He is the same in
His resources..The resources of His power and grace are
infinite and they are constantly at our disposal.

" Jesus Christ also is the same in His character. Do
.. You say,- He was in the past our great friend? He still
is and always will be. More and mére have we come to

. place high value on a true and loyal friend. With sad-
ness’ we affirm that at present we are living in a day
of fleeting friendships.. Go home tomorrow and recall
some friends you had a good many years ago. Take out
-the album and look at some of the portraits. You will
say, “Ah, T remember him. Yet on this New Year's day
‘T do not suppose he even thinks of me. He once loved me
but he does not love me any more.” Things have changed.
Friendships have changed. What a contrast in this

respect is presented by Jesus Christ. He is the One who -

declared, “I have loved you with.an everlasting love
*thereforé with loving kindness have I drawn you.” As a
loving friend He never leaves us.
#ticketh closer than a-brother.

‘When the Apostle Paul had to make his first appear-

.ance before’ Nero he had-the bitter experience of being
forsadkén by all his so-called friends. Without com-
. plaint, and using the occasion to bear testimony to .the
faithfulness of his Lord, he states the.fact to Timothy
_as follows: — “At my first answer no man stood-with
me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not
be laid to their charge. .Notwithstanding the Lord stood
with'me; and strengthened me; that by me the preaching
might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might
hear: and 1 was dehvered out of the mouth of the lion.”
. (IL Tim. 4:16 and-17).. Ah, He is One whose friendship
‘never dies, nei,ther does’ it ever cool. Depend wupon it,
dear hearer, He is ever the same in ‘His friendship. He
‘'who stood by you: in all your former trials stands by
“still.

- 'The truth of our text argues further that Jesus Christ
‘i the same in theefficacy of His atonement. He is the
Lamb®slain from the foundation of the world. His sacri-
fice wag efficacious for Old Testament believers. They

were s_aved- in exactly the' same way as we are saved. All
the sacrifices offered under the old economy were but
types. None of those who offered, from Abel down, be-
lieved that the sacrifices of animals were.of any intrinsic

He 1s the friend that .

worth of themselves. On the 'basls of these offerings
they knew they could not be accepted of God. Hence, at

. each offering they all, by faith, looked forward to the
. great sacrifice which was to be made for rI;hem by THE

L.AMB on the cross. '

Jesus Christ has died, His blood has 'been shed, the
mlghty work of atonement has been accomplished and is
efficacious for us today. If ‘you are a seeking soul and
you will but appropriate the divinely provided sacrifice
which was offered for you, it will avail for you even now.
This same sacrifice availed for David when he in peni-
tence cried, “Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean,
wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.” He was
looking forward to the Lamb of 'God who taketh away’
the gin of the world. It availed for /Saul, the blasphemer.
It availed for you and for me, fellow Chrlstlan, and it
will avail for any sinner who 'will believe on the name
_of the Son of God up to the very end of time.

_Because His atonement. is efficacious to save and pre-
sent us faultless before the Throne of God, our ever-
Jasting song shall be, “Unto Him. that loved us and

washed us from our sins in' His own blood, unto Him |

be the glory for ever.”

Lastly, does not the fact that Jesus Christ is-immut-
able suggest to you that His Word and all concerning
Him is also unchangeable? = There are some’in our
day who seem.to think we need a new gospel, or at least
to have the old. one radically amended. In their judg-
ment the message of the gospel 'has lost its power and
has ceased to be an influence in the ‘world. In vain, men
try to persuade us when they argue that because we are
living in a_new day and people are different we must,
therefore, have a new .gospel which is more up-to-date
‘and more suitable to the times. Let us remind you again
that so far as the gospel-message is concerned there car
be no change and there is no need for any change. Man

is just the same as he was when hé fell back in the™

Garden of Eden. Human hearts are just the same. The
world is just the same. Héaven i3z just the same ‘and

hell is just the same. ‘The counsels of God are just the .
same, Therefore, the gospel must remain just the same. .

This consideration leads us .to affirm that all the

" promisés found in the Word of God are unchangeable.

During our Prayer Meetings we love, in our testimonies,
to quote them. If there were any possibility of any one

. of .them being altered in the least degree, we should im-

mediately desire to forget all about every one of them.
There would be no profit or blessing to be derived from
“them at all. But with thankfulness to ‘God we declare,

He is unchangeable in the fidelity of His promises. Of .

the many thousands who have delighted to bear testi-

mony to that blessed fact, Joshua, the successor to Moses, :

was among the foremost. Under his leaderslhlrp God had
opened up the Jordon, subdued: the enemies of Canaan,

and given His people the land. Joshua reaches the stage

of an old man but before he dies he places on record his
testimony to God’s unchanging faithfulness, which has

beén read many times since by every succeeding genera-’

tion. Joshua 23:14—*And, behold, this day I am going
the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts
and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of
all the good things which the Lord your God spake con-
cerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not .one

thing hath failed therecf.”

I was given a promise from ‘the Word of God in the -~
. 7. - ’
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year 1930 ‘when I toock my first church. It is as good
to me today as it was then, T shall repeat it to you now.
Isaiah.41:10 — “Fear thou not; for I am with thee:
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee;’ yea, I will uphold thee with
- the right hand of my righteousness.” That promise is
" true to this hour. Do not hesitate for a moment to step
out on-His promises, even those which were given thou-
sands of years ago. ’_They are just as fresh and true as
though they were given yesterday. Select any one you
desire, rest in it and be assured that He stands forever
by His Word. “God, w1111ng more abundantly to show
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel,
confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things,
in which it “was impossible for God to lie, we might have
‘a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us: (Heb. 6:17 and 18). He
has declared that they-are not yea and nay, but yea and
amen.

In closing I Solemnly ask you, what bearing has thls
truth of the unchangeableness of Jesus Christ upon your

minds? May it lead you to trust Him, trust Him fully.

Put your full confidence in Him for He is our only hope,
“Which hope we have as an.anchor of the soul, both sure
and stedfast.” To us who are Christians the wvery
thought of an unchanging Christ.should make us sted-
fast in the faith and cause us to abound in H1s service.
May the Lord so bless the meditation of-this evening as
to make it so, in a very pronounced sense, during the
whole of the coming year into whlch we have now
entered. Let us pray:

We ithank thee O God for thy fiving Word .which thou hast
declared is settled for ever in.heaven. We recognize before

. 'thee that many great speeches have been made, and have
- been forgotten, but the Word of the Lord abideth forever.

We thank you to know that with thee ‘there lis no change..

Thou art on, the throne, thou dost reign ‘and that forever.
" .Oh gracious One, help us-as we come to the close of this
service to receive this truth which has come before us for
congideration this night and to receive it in the love of it.
Apply it to our! hearts, we pray, that we may relate ourselves
to it in the way that thou dost intend. |Give us of thy com-
fort and make us stedfast in our faith and in all our minis-
tering for thee. Help many this night we beseech thee to
receive the Lord Jesus (Christ, the unchanging One, as their
Saviour and L(Xd Bless us every one to tthis end for thy
men. .

Chrlshamty Looks at “LIFE"

Life magazine, one of the continent’s leadmg secular
publications, has run a series of articles dealing with
the great religions of the world. As the contributions
appeared the reader was 1mpressed with the amount of
research and study involved in these discussions of
earth’s religions. Now in a large year end issue, Life
hag devoted the whole magazine to an examination and
-discussion of what is termed “Christianity”. Page after
page is-given over to a consideration of the history of

. organized Christianity, the influence of the faith upon

American life and finally the impact of Christianity upon
the rest of the world.
Any Christian ‘who reads this issue will be far from

satisfied with the Chnstlamty of which the magazire

speaks; it is certainly not the faith which the Bible
reveals. Degpite any commendable features of this par-

ticular-issue of Life magazine, it is found wanting simply . -

because it presents an anti-supernatural and dead form

- in the place of a vital, transforming faith. ' We do not

intend to analyze mmutely each article but we cannot
refrain from making some obvious comments

The grotesqué picture on the_ cover can only be de-
scribed as repulsive and will confirm anyone in the con-
viction that “religious art” and the attempt thus to por-
tray the Lord Jesus Christ is fraught with difficulty. Who
could have chosenrr such a terrible and crude representa-
tion of the'lSaviou_r on the cross? "The editors of the
magazine tell us that the cover picture was chosen by
a committee of the National Council of Churches as were
the othef pictures such as that of John the Baptist pour-
ing a handful of water on the Saviour’s head! .

iOf more importance than these considerations is the
whole tone of the article which, from the Protestant view-
point, exalt the ecumenical ideal and belittle the Word
of God. Over and.over there are references to the atfempt
to realize the strengthening of the ecumenical bond.
Then, in the leading article of the first section we read
that “Most. Protestants will say that the final authority
to which they appeal is that of the Word of. God — not
simply the text-of the Bible, but that text as interpreted
either by the church through its ordained ministry or by
the spirit_of the individual Christian.” However true this
may be of the attitude of “most Protestants” it certainly

" . is not the historic -Protestant position which regards the

PROTESTANTS! READ THIS: .

oL . the propagation of imperfect Protestant teach-
mg tends to destroy .the full faith of Catholics. Truth
carries its own right to exist. It is a good thing to
“spread knowledge of the truth. But error has mo right
to exist. It is a good thing to destroy error. Now the
Catholic ‘Church, having -the truth, has a right to exist
and teach everywhere. In fact, she has+o do- so, for
Christ commanded her to teach all nations. Protestan-
tism has not the same right. It retains some elements
of Catholic truth, but many corruptions of its own, How-
ever sincere Protestants may be, Protestantism is an
erroneous form of religion, and it keeps people from the

real truth. The Catholic 'Church therefore rightly objects -

to the propagatlon of error among those who have the
truth, and nghtly propagates the truth among those in
error ...” \

——Rev Dr Leslle Rumble, Roman Catholic radm
_broadceaster in his volume Radio Replies.

Word of God per se as the final authority.

{Let it be said that Life has presented an accurate study
of the modern religion which parades under the name
“Christian”. This study should cause Christians to stop’
and ponder their own affiliations and decide whether
they will continue to support this modern ecumenical
monster. It is interesting to note that while Life presents
a-series of articles by Modernists and Romanists, it had
to turn to an evangelical church to picture a large, active
Bible ‘School, In a.two-page spread (pp. 54, 55) is seen

-the great Sunday School of our friend, Dr. G. Beauchamp
Vick of Temple Baptist; Detroit. Modernists may write
books, steal colleges and churches, spin theories and pull
pohtlcal strings but the gospel alone reaches men and
wins them to Christ.

Our latter day Christianity would not abolish the cross
indeed, but it seeks so to festoon it with flowers, that
the offence thereof may be hldden out of sight.

-—-A J. GORDON -

t
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THE BIRD AND THE SNAKE

This story of an atheist’s conversion records one of the
outstanding triumphs of redeeming grace .

o I was huntmg with my friends.
in a line through: the forests, and the beaters wete en-
deavouring to drive lurking beasts into the open., We
had been hunting for hours, and I was itired. Fmally,
as I reached a small clearmg, I sat on a log to rest. And

" then I was rather startled by the loud cries of a fr1ght- .

ened bird. Its terror was obvious, for its little wings
were frantically fluttering, and its cries -were most
agitated. I wondered what had happened, and then I
saw a snake approaching the tree, intent on raiding the
nest. I might have interyened, but before I could move
another bird flashed through the branches of the tree, to
perch alongside the nest. I do not know what trans-
pired between fthe two birds, but it appeared ‘that the
female bird explained her danger, and in some strange
way derived comfort from her mate’s réactions. The
frantic cries ceased, and although the male bird departed
. as ‘quickly as he had arrived, the partner sat placidly
upon the nest apparently without fear.

“Sir, the change in affairs was almost too much” for
me. What had the cock-bird said? What was about to
take place?
at any moment would begin the ascent of the tree. I
résisted the inclination to interfere; I wanted to watch
proceedings. Higher and higher the snake climbed, and
I was beginning to fear for the safety of the nest, when
the malé bird returned. Its movements were so quick _
that I.hardly had a chance to &ee it. Hurriedly it de-~
scended for a moment or two to the nest, placing some-
thing in position above the little family, and then retired
to the tree-top to share my vigil.

“The snake reached the.level of the nest, prepared to
strike, and then to my unbounded astonishment its head
went back, and in a momen} the snake slid down the
tree. I heard its passage throdgh the undergrowth, and
‘again all was silent. I was amazed, and immediately
climbed the tree, to discover that the cdck-bird had de-
"posited on the nest a small collection of leaves. They be-
longed to the one plant poisonous to snakes. In those few
moments of desperate activity the leaves had been spread
over the occupants of the nest; and when the snake\saw
-that it would need to encounter the deadly herb, it pre-
ferred to seek food elsewhere.

“8ir, when I returned to my seat-on the log, I asked

myself who gave the bird the sense to know what plant
was -needed? Whence came such knowledge? 1 was

driven to the conclusion that only the great Creator
could have 1mplanted| this wisdom in the mind of such
a small creature. And then T began to realize that if a

] - N

small bird derived help from God, I needed that same

Helper. I bowed my head and prayed; and that, sir, ‘is -

how I came to trust my fathers Saviour. ‘A tiny bird
led me to Him.” )

—From Bi_ble Wmdows by I-vor Powell.

1
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' W!\en the Props are
| Knocked Out

‘OU are in hospital.
health. But now you are very ill.

You have always enjoyed good
Your friends are

_ becoming more serious. You notice a- drawn, anxious

‘We were spread: out .

The snaké. was considerably nearer, and’"

.1t may also be highly enhg‘htemng

look in your loved ones. You suddenly realize you may
die. You remember your own brave words to friends
in a similar condition but you are nolonger brave. The
props are knocked out and you see how unreal and im-
personal and impractical so much of your faith has been.

Your may be a home-maker. All your life you have
been sheltered in the environment of a Christian home.
Your decisions were made for you. “Do this.” “Don’t do
that” you were told. But now you are called upon to
make your éwn choices. Everything is so vital. You are

crushed by your responsibility. The props have been -

knocked out and you feel totally inadequate andun-
prepared to face the realities of life.

Or perhaps you are a new missionary. Back home you
felt you had really “arrived” épiritually. Remember all
the activity? But now you ‘face the unmasked power of
Satan and you feel all alone. The props- are gone. Your
only resource is God.

To have the props knocked out is disillusioning, but

It is good for us
to face reahty To discover how much of our rellglous
experience i§ whitewash, borrowed, counterfeit, is’ hu-
miliating, yet healing. How can we be prepared for this
experience?

Discern the props. Learn to distinguish between the
externals and mternals the decoratlons and' the sub-
stance.

Stress rea,lity. Be frank about your faith. Practice
honesty. Don’t have a second-hand experience. Get into
God’s Word for yourself. Have a .personal experience
w1th the Holy Spirit through surrender and commitment.

Ant‘wzpa,te the crises. Don’t live in a dream world.
Life is urgent. Time is fleeting. Through your devotional
life and your service for God live in such a way that
you will.not be caught unprepared.

I read about a church that had a beautiful mural
pamted on its walls. The plaster kept cracking and
again and agam it was necessary to have expert repair-
men replaster the wall and skilful artists retouch the
mural. Finally the board, decided to get some outside
counsel and sent for an engineer. He checked the build-
ing from every angle. He soon found the trouble. There
was a spring 'under the foundation of the wall. It was
a simple matter to dig down and to seal off the trouble
at its source. Our problems are so much. like this. We
need to make 'Christ the solid Rock on which to. build
our lives and homes. We need to seal off the destroying
influences — to build on 'God. Then come what may, we
shall stand even if the props are knocked out.

Pastor-John Boehmer in High Park Herald
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CHAPTER 27

THE BOOK OF REVELATION IN A NUTS‘I—fELL' ’
HE study of our thrilling theme has now come to an
end. Cur readers have had great patience in fol-
lowing us in our difficult exploration, for we have gone

through faseinating territories.
why, every morning, a certain Scottish preacher could
captivate the crowds which were eager to hear the ex-
Dosition of the book of Revelation.

In spxte of the length of our preceding twenty-six chap-
ters, we have. only skimmed over the contents of the book.

" Thus the spiritual lessons to be drawn from the Patmos

visions remind us of the words of their witness: “If they

should be written every one, 1 suppose that even the.

world itself could not -contain the books that should be
written.” '(John 21:25).

It is truly a miracle that so immense a subject could
have been condensed in some forty-five pages, whereas
the gospel of John, a masterplece of concision, requires
about seventy pages to depict, in the ‘midst of lengthy
discourses and numerous comments, a few aspects only

And we ean understand .

“A ?)evotmnal ;ﬁnﬁy 11; |

evelation

by Or. 5’» @wﬁarry

3. God the Holy Ghost, in his heavenly relat-lonshlp and

‘His earthly action. ra
*. 4. Satam, and his abominable nature, his almost- un-

of the very short earthly ministry of our Saviour. After *

reading the book of Revelation, we can therefore_think
of the following remark made by a certain traveller: as
he was going to close with great difficulty his overloaded
case, he changed his mind and said: “I must yet put in
it a staff, a hammer, ‘a sword, a trumpet, a mirror, a
lamp, bread, water, wine, manna, oil, an assortment of
about sixty books, with many other things . ..” Suiting

the action to the word he added a Bible to his luggage.’

Although, as we have already observed, the purpose
of John’s writing is not to offer original ideas, the
previous conceptions which are found throughout the
rest of Scripture take a clearer and larger meaning in
the light of the revelations of the last blbhcal writing.

We shall now rapldly examine the main features of
that kind of transfiguration.

I. JOHN'’S WRITING GIVES THE LAST
WORD ON THE DETAIL OF THE
BIBLICAL REVELATIONS

‘We are indebted to this prbdlglous book for new, en-
"larged, and therefore still more precmus revelations

concerning:
1- God the Father, in the beauty of His glory, in His
beneficent grace, in His profound wiSdom, in the holi-
ness of His justice, the assurance of His victory.
2. God the Son, in His. humlhatmn and exaltation, m
His present earthly and’ heavenly ministry.

the baleful parenthesis of the satanical,

limited means, his formidable entenprises, his dreadful
achievements, his assured defeat-and punishment.

5. Man and his downfall, his redemptlon and his won-
derful destiny.

6. Redemption in its sublime conceptlon its painful
origin, its easy acquisition, its unlimited results.

7. The Chrstian in the privileges and responsibilities
of his calling.

8. The local Ch,urch God’s appointed instrument.

9. The Bride-Church and its' slow and vpaxnful earthly
preparation and its glorlous destiny. ,

10. The Rebelled World, in its plind consecration to

: the service of the Seducer, in the use it makes of force,

money and error, against the trie people of God.

11. False Religion, in its skilful and persevering en-
terprises. )

12, The Suffermgs which the Christian must inevit-
ably endure. -

18. The Total a,nd Assured thory of a divinely-sus-
tained faith.

14. 'The unique and endless Retribution of rebels and
Rewards of the elect. -

15. The historical sequence of the prmcxples, organ-
isms and facts, ‘that bring about the realization of the
divine plans.

16. The Glorious Bliss of Eternity, which will efface
angelic and
human revolts. oL

On each one of those points, the book of Revelation
offers new and numerous ,lights, which readers are
strongly advised to study. Their Christian outlook
would thereby be much enlightened and enlarged.

II. THE BOOK OF REVELATION GIVES .THE
LAST WORD CONCERNING THE WHOLE
. OF THE SCRIPTURES

The 'general view of things human, mundane, and
divine, contained in the last writing of the Bible is ex-
pounded in a way which is unsurpassed by the other
books of the sacred record. Nowhere else is found such
completeness, such clarity, such logical connections. As

" anything we could say on the subject would be inferior

to the following extract written by a great commenta-

" tor, we shall only quote him here:

“Whatever differences of opinions there may be among
the commentators concerning the precise times and
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places, the events and the _persons to which these visions
-apply, all of them agree as'to their general character and
their purpose, and as to the lessons which can be drawn
from such. dThose lessons are remal‘kably appropriate to
every period of the hlstory of the people of God. The,
* interpreters are thus unammous in deducting from these
symbolical representations the fact that Jesus Christ has
been raised to the highest dignity in heaven and-that He
exercises a universal dominion over the earth; that ‘His
cause must for a long time face troubles, suffermg and .
. struggles; that perseverance and faithfulness are our
necessary duties; that after destroymg the -power of

‘his first enemies (the J ews) the Arch-enemy wiil arouse’

new-agents against the new people of God; that the
temporal and political power, the ‘persecutor and the
" false prophet will ally ‘for the purpose of destroying or
corrunptmg that people; that the characteristics of - that
close union will be pride, worldly vanity, -a spirit of
persecution, a life of disorders and luxury, that, while ~
exposed to the attacks of those enemies, the elect people
~will always be divinely protected; that. whosoever sets
" himself ‘against the kingdom of Jésus ‘Christ will cer-
tainly be destroyed; that; in this very agé, there exists
a permanent and intimate relation between the visible
world and the invisible world: for praises and prayers
constantly ascend to-the throne of God, while messengers
of wrath or mercy come :down . from it; that the divine
providence and governmerit atre exercised over all things,
directing all events and causing .them to work together
-for the best ends; that the people of God, after passing
through a period of. humiliation-and tribulation, will be
brought -into a condition. of glory, peace ard happiness;
“that the ISaviour, who redeemed His people by His sacri-
fice, continues to watch over the children of God with

infinite tenderness; that He helps and defends them. by .

His unlimited. power; that He will finally receive them
.into His heavenly kingdom; that, all things impure and
defiled being cast away, the servants of Jesus Christ,
of all ages and nations, will be mreged into a glorious
whole, the Bride-Church, where they will be perfectly
sanctified and*will enjoy an everlasting bliss in~ the -
presence of their God and Saviour. Those are some Lof

. the main truths contained in this book. ’I‘hey are ex-
.pounded with matchless vividness, and they have con- .
tributed much to arouse. faith and love, courage and
longsuffermg, hope and joy, -in the hearts of ‘all ﬂhe
servants of Jesus Chrlst "

III. THE BOOK OF REVELATION GIVES THE
"LAST WORD CONCERNING THE LESSONS
TO BE DRAWN FROM THE BIBLE

Among thé innumerable lessons ‘which we can draw -
‘from the reading of the book of Revelatlon let us, by way
of conclusion, point out some of them. -

1. A lesson of Gratitude. By means of numerous fig-

. ures, examples and appeals, the book reveals ‘to us the
wonders of our Christian calling. We are not mere
beneficiaries of some casual indulgénce: .we are the
objects of a love everlasting -in its purposes, marvellous
_and touching in the means it employs.. . Not only -are
- we called to live the-life which ‘God has p]anned' for us,

but that life becomes an essential element in an infinite

‘scheme.. All of our actions, all of our words, all of our
thoughts have, both in time and in space, infinite reper-
cussions. In all that concerns’us, we are rniot distant
associates’ of Deity. Drawn into the most intimate

fellowshlp with the. holy Tr1n1ty, we are destined to Ibe
perfectly merged with the eternal Bride, A tie of holy
love also binds us for ever “{o all those who share. our.
Christian calling. Our - present sufferings and . joys,

deeper-than those of the world, will, together with brlgh’c- .
er lights and nobler « tagks;- develop our Christian per--
.sonality. ..The spiritual ‘idéal offered by the book of

Revelatlon should therefore stifulate our -most ardent
gratitude and kindle. our sanctrfled- cravmgs B

2. A lesson of Watchfulness What the book of Revela-
tion teaches -us concerning the Enemy s designs and the
means- which are at his disposal is well meant to arouse

our sense of danger — particularly what is revealed with -

regard to the simultaneous action from without and from
within of the hostile forces. -
seen_to be as formidable a foe as'any external adversary.
“The book dashes the nalvely ‘'optimistic conceptions so
dear to the natural man; not only does it tell us that
the good can. be. amazin-g‘rly counterfeited, but that a

mixture of good atid evil is very often favoured by the
Therefore the unmixed -

Father of Lies to accredit evil.
good alone must be welcome. Thus are unmasked all
the false religions: not only those which openly antagon-

ize apostolic Christianity, but those which, while offer-

ing a semblance of truth, still contain pagan features:
We are thius reminded that we must be particularly

“watchful with regard to all that is closest to us: we must

be mindful as-to the protection of our own local assembly
and of our own heart against the treacherles of- the false

“angel of light”. The book of Revelation particularly
shows that one of the Adversary's most effective devices
consists in credating within the ‘Christian a carnal piety

. which is satisfied with favouring the good “dispositions

of the natural man, while relegating in the background
the néed for a transformation of his evil dispositions.
The book therefore lays great emphasis on the fact that
we should earnestly search for all the truth.

8. A lesson of Holiness. John’s- writing "gives us a
vision of .the tremendous importance of the interests. in-
volved, interests which: are, primarily, the divine glory,
secondarily, our own calling, 'With ‘evil, n6 agreement,
even unconscious, no concession, even momentary, can bé
permitted: “He that is not with me is against me!” By
presenting to is-the truest picture weé can have of our
God “as He.is”, and by giving us the assurance that we

shall be like Him, .the-book of John confirms. the ‘conclu- . -

sions of his first epistle: “And every man that hath this
hope in" him purlfleth ‘himself, - ev,en as he is pure”
(1 John 3:8).

4. A lesson of _Stedfastness.
of Revelation, the (Christian has a truly traglc conception
of the spmtual conflict into which he is plunged. He
ds ready to see in his trials only “a beginning of sor-
rows”. (Matt. 24:36).  “A rest elsewhere” becomes his

'motto, He does not refu-se the cup of bitterness which the

Saviour drank to the dregs. He accustoms himself to -

think: “For if they do these things in a green tree, what
shall be done in the dry?” (Luke 23:31). But in.full
agreement with the whole tenor of Revelation, the ‘Chris-
tian yearns to be able to say: “I ‘now -rejoice in my -suf-
ferings . «:; and fill up that which is behind of. the
afflictions' of (Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake,
which is the church.” (Col. 1:24). He finds true happl-
ness in sufferings, Surely, after his visions, John must
have had considered his captxvxty on the Patmos Island

- _Januéuy -12,-195_6 *e

Inner temptation is thus

Enlightened by the book

PN
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‘under a totally different .light, and must this have
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blessed his Lord for his trials. -
5. A lesson of Hope. Although the tremendous fact

" 7. A lesson of Salvation is finally given us by the Book
of-Revelation in its numerous_.visions of the “Lamb
slain” as ‘well as in what we réad there concerning the

of the Lord’s return occupies a legitimate place in the. robeswashed in His blood.

unfolding of the visions of Revelation, that fact, being’

an transitory event, is greatly t;an‘-scend,ed,l by the revela-
tions concerning the future. TFor we are not merely

- called to participate in that initial glorious act of short

" "duration. 'But we have the complete assurance that we

" shall eternally enjoy the beatitude which is to follow:

the first stage could not. replace the goal. Therefore, as .
we unite-our voices to the “Amen. Even so come, Lord-

- Jesus” of the apostle John, his visions carry .us beyond
the limits of that blessed starting-point which the second
coming is. - ' ' - '

. . - ’

¥

A lesson of Salvation is-also to be found in '.t_hel appeal *. "

of the Spirit, thé Bride, and “him that heareth”. For
with great insistence,.each one of therm still makes that
appeal heard today, for the eternal safeguard and the
boundless happiness of sinners-in peril of everlasting
death: “COME!” - .

NOTE: Next week we shall .print Dr. Dubarry’s im-
" pressions regarding his contact with various exposi-
tors of. the Word of God — especially with those wh
Kave specialized in the study of prophecy. - - .

2
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. Enthusiastic

Response fo

Dollar-A-Month Club

slogan of the Dollar-A-Month Club.

" which was first announced in October of last year, has
received a good reception from iChristians everywhere.
Those who desire to see the establishment-of vigorous

New Testament churches in the growing cities of our -

: lan'qi,\ agree to contribute only one dollar per month to
a church extension loan fund. This money is then loaned
out to deserving new pioneer churches to enable them

- to. build suitable places of worship. The sum of one

dollar seemis to be very little, and each dollar by itself
would not do much. If, however, thousands contributed
this small sum each month, a considerable fund is.re-

. alized. For example, if only one thousand persons thus
contribute, -a fund of twelve thousand dollars is raised
in one year!

The response of THE GOSPEL WITNESS readers has

been enthusiastic. As soon as the plan- 'was announced
we received signed pledge cards and hearty comments

from all parts of Canada, and also from the United’

States.” Some sent in the year's sum of twelve dollars,

" ‘and still others sent “contributions of twenty-five and

fifty dollars, and one hundred dollars. As more people
catch a vision’of what the Lord can do through such a
fund, there will be an"'ever greater response, and a for-
ward .movement in establishing sound gospel-preaching,

independent Baptist chiirches. : .

Below we share with you some of the many comments
thatt-we have received from our readers, as they spoke

- of this DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB. These letters. are

representative of the feeling and expression of many
others. ' '

From Ontario ... ' :

Enclosed is a donation for October and November. .My
husband and I are happy to give it, ahd trust that God
will speak to the hearts of many more. to support this

'work so ‘that New Testament churches can be built, and
the preaching of His precious Word go forth in all power.
I have a friend down the street who would like to help
‘out ‘too. She will fill out the paper in THE GOSPEL
-WITNESS and send it to you. ~

This plan,

¢ “JOUR Dollar Erects Churches!” This is the familiar From an American Evang;list A : SR
’ Please accept fthis cheque (3$5.00) as a start toward ‘the -

-erection of churches in your Dollar-a-Month Club. “I-have
- * a number of places here;, and elsewhere to give; however

the beautiful witness .of, the papér I receive each week
thrills my soul. ~ )

From New Brunswick . . .

('I would liké you to count me in on your DOLLAR-A-
MONTH CLUB. 1T am sending one dollar for November.

I trust you will get one thousand members. I pray the

Lord -will bless this effort for the furtherance of ‘the -

Gospel.

From British Columbia . . .

Please find one dollar- ericlosed for the DOLLAR-A-
MONTH Club, 1 pray God may bless you in your great .
.effort ‘to establish the church of our Lord Jesus ‘Christ

Name.

in many congmnmi»ﬁies,‘ and honour and glorify His holy .

From Ontario .-. . . :

I was interested in reading_about this Club. Tt sounds
like it will be a
will be upon it.

From Nova Scotia . . . . : oy

Enclosed pléase. find money order for twelve dollars,
being membership dues in the DOLLAR-A-MONTH Club
for the whole of 1955. I hope to send dues for 1956 in
due course. The fidea of raising money in this way, for
the purpose stated, is an.excéllent, one. .

P
N

’

From Texas. .. .

The enclosed cheque ($12.00) is for the purpose of ‘the"
Church Extension Loan Fund for the emtire year of 1956.

Let all our readers take this matter to heart.and we

.shall see an unprecedented crusade that will guarantee®

that futuré generations in’ the growing riew suburban

areas of our land.will have the pivilege of hearing the

glorious. gospel. Send along your donation and join us
in prayer that this venture may be blessed:

“Your Dollar E‘:‘-ec_:ts Churches!”

gbod' plan. I pray that God’s blessing

619 .,

N

I
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The "Non-Sectarian” Sect

I'.S IT wrong to have some great immovable convictions
based upon a prayerful study of the Word of God?
Is it a sin, or an indication of low spxrltuahty, to be
aggressne in the propagation of that which we are
persuaded is scriptural, and necessary for the eternal
welfare of men? Further, must we relinquish all cher-
ished and scriptural convictions which do not please

_ those who advocate the acceptance of the lowest common

denominator of evangelical truth? There seems to be
a rising chorus of opinion which would heartily answer
the above questions with a resounding affirmative. We
are told that this is not the time for the propagation of
“sectarian”. or "denominatlonal” dogmas; rather we
should be “non-sectarian”, “non- denommatlonal" or at
least “inter-denominational”.

On first thought this suggestxon seems to have an
aroma of charity and sanctity about it. It apbeals to the
natural desire for unanimity and co-operation. It seéms
to guaranteé that any who follow this rule will encounter
less opposition. Furthermore, a consensu$ of opinion
among many evangelicals would show that they . favoured
this loose belief; also many arguments, based upon ex-
pediency, could be produced to show that the non=sec-
tarian position is the one that could make a “popular
appeal:” Are spiritual questions answered by a “gallup

. poll” method, or by appeals to’ expediency, and imagined

results ? Surely no Christian would dare to suggest that
our answers are found in these ways.

“Everyone Is a Sectarian!

First of all, let it be already understood that everyone
18 a sectarian. We realize that every reader will agree
that most are sectarians, but each will ;see himself as the
exceptlon to that rule. Everyone likes to think of him-
self or herself as the one person who. views things ob-
jectively, but the plain fact of the matter is that even
those who boast of their ‘“non-sectarianism”, or to use
a more modern ferm, their ‘“undenominationalism” are
sectarians and denominationalists. b

Let us face facts, and not hide behind 'words. Those
who to-day «describe themselves as “non-denominational”

“undenominational” have certain well- -defined charac-
terlstlcs and convictions. In short, non-denominational-
ism has become a denomination! In saying this, we do
not intend to condemn this non-sectarianism, but rather
seek for honesty in discussion. There is-no sin in having
firm convictions, but there is a sin in having them &nd

. denying that they exist.

Although there may be no well-defined creed, there.are

certain principles that charaoterlze those persons and-

churches that boast 6f their “non-sectarian” nature.
There is‘a general agreement among them-that much of
the body of belief of the other denominations- is concerned
with the “non-essentials”, or questions upon which there
_should be allowance for differences of opinion. That in
itself.is a conviction. To say that it is not is to play with
the meaning of words. Furthermore, that is a contro-
versial conviction just as much as the most sectarian
dogma for it explicitly declares to any and all who hold
some belief as true and dear, that they are wrong- in
hold‘mg it as essential.

« 1
~ “A Bigotry to Laxness”
The great Samuel Johnson coined a phrase which more

accurately describes this “non-sectarian” position —
“bigotry to laxness”; whereas the sectarian may be
sneeringly referred ‘to as a bigot to some well-defined,

_scriptural belief,-the one who prides _himself in his non-

sectarian spirit and code is often a bigot of the first
order in insisting that his own lack of conviction is the
true rule for all men. Personally we would choose to be

"true to our convictions and run the risk of censure rather
.than pose as one who is absolutely impartial, but who at

the same time demands that everyone else share our’
brand of 1mpart1a11ty
This laxness sometimes has as its basxs the inference

that some of God’s commands are optional. Who are we .
that we can conveniently categorize as “necessities” and -

“optional” any of the commands of the Lord? Such a
procedure smacks of the neo-orthodox school; which sees
some of scripture as the Word of God, and other parts
that are simply the words of men. We are not called

. upon to sift God’s commands: ours is to obey!

Let us'be more specific. How often have we heard
men affirm that believer’s baptism is the rule laid down
in the -Word of God, but they have proceeded to inform
us that ‘this matter should not be insisted upon; but
should be optional, since some ‘men held different views,
or some churches have a different practice. Now we do
riot .demand that. everyone ‘believe as we do about bap-
tism, but we are persuaded that believer's baptism by
immersion is taught in the Word of God. If anyone else
is go persuaded and at the same time adopts a lax vigw,

"we would only describe such béhaviour as wilful dlS-.

obedience. The Lord has not asked us to pick and
choose those commands that we will obey. We a,'re to
obey all!

‘The modern brand of non-sectarianism often boasts
of -its charity and its inoffensive character. We would
ask: Is it charity or love to God that leads one to over-

'look what He has delivered to men? Yea, is it even’ Tove

for the souls of men to withhold from them that which
we know full well is revealed jn His Word?

Of course, anyone who objects to this non-sectauan
sect is abused as one who\delights in conflicts. Let us
pause to recall that the very ones who have raised this
clamor, repeatedly play down as non-essential or ride
rough-shod over many truths that are dear to others.
Anyone who tells me that some Biblical truth that I
cherish is of no consequence, is.asking for a conflict.

In order that we be not misunderstood, we reaffirm
our conviction that all truth must be delivered with a
burning love of God and for men’s souls. That. which
we advocate is not some stone-cold, intellectual accept-_
ance of dead dogma: 11; is a llvmg, vital acceptance of

the truth of God coupled with a desire to please Him in -

obeying' His Word. If that is sectarianism, then we are’

‘conflrmed sectarlans of the first order.

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

The past Sunday was a bitterly cold day in Toronto. -

Despite the, unfavourable weather, there 'was a good
attendance at the morning Bible School, and the other
regular services of the day. The Pastor, Dr. Slade, spoke
at both the morning and evening services. In the morn-
ing he preached on: “Security in the Midst of Tempta-
tion”. In the evening his subJect was “The Assurance
of Salvatlon

N
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The FJarbis Street- iBulpit
“Revive Thy Work'”

T : ASermonbyDrTTSluclds

Dellvered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, J anuary 3rd, 1929

(lStenog'raphma.lly Reported)

“0 Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O Lonl revive thy work in
the taidst of the years, in the \mldst of the years make kmown, in wrath remember

mercy. ”—Hdbaldkuk 3:2,

. LY
I ISHALL speak to you agai_n for a little while this
evening on the subject .which engaged our thought

Tuesday mormng, the subject of revival. Let me read
the text again: “O Lord, I have heard thy spéech, and

was afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in the'midst of tHe .‘

years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath
remember mercy.”

I have long had a conviction that a very special burden

-of responmbzhty rests upon us-in this place. We must,
on the onte hand, avoid anything approaching a spirit of
Pharisaism. We must not allow ourselves to think that
we are in any respect better than others. What we are,
we are by 'divine grace; and if it be so that we still
believe His Word, and seek to honour His 'Son, it is only
because ‘God has been gracious to us and has not per-
mitted us to wander from Him. He is the Alpha and
the Omega; and. salvation — yours and mine — 1s all
of grace. But T do believe that the Lord is looking to-
day, not only for men and women, but for churches which
He can use for His honour,. for the glory of His name
in the salvation of souls.

I have sometimes wondered why we have come to be
so cordially and so generally disliked. I have wondered
why we should fall heirs to an inheritance almost of
hatred. But these things do not happen, and I believe
that God, in His providence, will sometime set fire to it
all, aiid use it for His glory. I have said before now that
I have never particubarly objected to the Devil’s paying
our advertlsmg bills if he wants to. But it is a mark
of disfavor in many directions to be 1dent1f1ed in any
way at all with the work of the Lord i m this place.

Is it so that ‘God plans to make us the channels of His
grace? A man came to me one day — he had come from
the other side of the sea without appointment on our
part, and preached here during the Pastor’s absence at
one, service. Before returning to England he called to
see me. He said a thing which I would never have dared
to say. He is ‘Superintendent of the London City Mission
in Old London, and has had a rather wide experience in
Christian work and Christian organizations. He said,
“I wanted to tell you that tremendous responsibility rests
upon the people of God in this place, for I am convinced
that God is some 'day-going to do something .here which
will kindle a fire around the world.” It was a stagger-

" ing statement and one needs to be very, very, careful

how he receives such a statement as that, and what atti-
tude he takes up toward such an idea. But certainly I
believe that God wants to lead us out into greatér depths

~

£

of His grace and power, and to use us as He has never
used us yet for the salvation of souls. Therefore I have
suggested to you that it should be the burden of our
prayer every day, and all the tlme, “0. Lord, revive thy
work.”
1.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE EV[DENCES, THE CHARACTERIS-

TICS, OF A GENUINE, SPIRITUAL, REVIVAL THAT COMES FROM

Gon? In some parts of the country they. talk about ‘“hold-

ing revival meetings”, and they may or may not be
revivals at all. - But we are speaking now of a revival
that comes from Heaven like the revival of springtime
when winter is past, and the rain is over and gone, and
the flowers appear on the earth, and the time of the
singing of birds is come. When there is a genuine re-
vival which is the result of a visitation from Heaven,
what are its characteristics?

T think both as applied to the individual believer and .
to the church collectively, there will be sure to be signs
of returning spiritual health. One of the things that
any doctor will give attention to. when he is called to
examine a patient is his respiration. How does the man
breathe? Are his lungs sound?-Is he using them? Or

- is he just panting for breath? When one’s health is what

it ought to be he will breathe freely and easily and
naturaliy. And whén there is a real revival in the heart
of an individual, prayer becomes natural to him, it.
becomes the delight of his life. I might almost say that
it becomes* {automatic. He prays almost unconsciously,
he prays ‘all the time, because he is holding commerce .
with the skies; and in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus he is breathing the very atmosphere of heaven
itself. If any of us find a-new delight in prayer, a"new .
freedom in prayer, then we ought to thank God for evi-
dences of returning health. If we do not find it so,
then it ought to be a matter of concern to us, and we
may well pray that we may learn to pray better and
more constantly.” But that, I am sure, is one of the
most infallible indications of a genuine spiritual revival,
a delight in prayer on the part of the indivdual.

And when it comes to the church, when a church is .
revived, there will be a new interest in the ministry of
prayer, in the ministry of intercession. There are cer-
tain parts of the lung that are sometimes like the best
parlor in the farm-house that is shut up and is used only
occasionally, and a bit like the spare bedroom that is
reserved for the preacher — to glve him a cold when
he comes. Tt is not much used, and-is the dustiest and
mustiest place to be found around the house. There are

-~
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"portions of the lungs like tha.t and if there is going to
~be any trouble at -all that is where it will start; in the
- unused cells of the lungs is s where the disease will lodge.

" But if we are letting God’s fresh' air into our system

it will do more. to.neufralize the power of disease germs

that have lodged thére than anything else. And as health'

returns, more and more the whole respiratory system
is 'bTought into.play,-and into new and freer exercise.

So when there is a revival in the church, people who
have not been accustomed to pray will begin to pray, and
people who have not been attending prayer meetings will
then somehow manage-to get there; and whereas a
‘hundred, or perhaps less, have been 'praymg ‘before, the

: <lungs of "the church w1ll be enlarged — or at least the

active part of them: wxll be increased — and there will
¢ be more-and more prayer. If it is not so, Tet us pray
-fthat it 'may be so; and'if it is so in any measure, let us

- give God thanks for it, and let us exercise ‘ourselves .to

the utmost-in this ministry of prayer.

- Another thing : there will bé a return of appetite. "1t is
a very difficult thing to bring a patient back to his
normal state of health -if he will hot take nourishment.
‘I read the other day ‘that that was the difficulty the
.doctors were experiencing with the king. They were
feeding him on raw eggs -— and 1 had a good deal of
- It was a necessary treatment, I
suppose; and the report said if he could be induced to
take moré nourishment he. would more rapidly progress
toward his normal health.. '

How is your -appetite? That is what the doctor asks -
when he comes to see you, “Is your appetite pretty
-good?”’ “Yes.” “Well, what do you eat? For what have

" you an appetite?” He examines the diet to find out

whether the patien't has an appetite for the right things.
. When there is a genuine spiritual revival, and spiritual
" health’ is returning, people have a better appetite for
spiritual things, notably the Bible, for it is the bread of

- life to the soul. You remember one prophet said, “Thy

words have I found, and I have eaten them.” We are
actually to eat the word of God, and nourish our souls
on this spxrltual food. N

What is your appetite for the Word of God" I do'not
mean the preached word. He must be in a wretched
state of health who cannot eat a bite when it is prepared
for him! ‘There are people who come to church. and sit
and yet receive very little.from the sermon, and there

- are others who enjoy. it if it is to their liking. But that

is not an indication of very good health. Call a healthy
family dround the table at mealtime, and they will all
‘make a raid on the food. And when one is ravenously
I have little
use for a man who cannot get his own dinmer. If he
could not, if I were his wife I would go away for a month
until he learned! T do not mean that men like that sort
of .thing, but if you have a godd appetite you cannot wait
for mealtime. -

Ts the Bible like the panlt,ry to your soul? ’Are you
always going to it for a cookie between meals? When
we are really hungry we shall find that this storehouse

- of meat and drink will be wonderfully attractive to us.

On the other hand, if you find that you have eaten noth-

* ing, if you have not gone to the cupboard at all, then

- you had better go aside with 'God and have the Divine
Physician examine you. There is something sadly wrong
with' us if .we have no appetite for spiritual things.

Of course ‘where there is good health there will be.

renewed activity. We shall get up out of bed-and go to
work. - People who eat and do not work will be as badly
off after-a while as those who try to work without eat-
ing. But where ‘there is-a normal appetite and good
health you will find -the people of God constantly wit-
nessing for the Lord, always about the Master’ s business.

Then there is another thmg wherever our Lord Jesus
werit people who were lame learned to walk, people who
were dumb learned to talk, people who were deaf learned
to hea¥, and people who were blind learned to see. When.
there is a. real spiritual revival we shall have a keener
eye-sight,” a, deeper. penetration, o great spiritual dis-
cernment, and we shall have more acute hearing. Some-

times dullness of hearing is not due to a local condition,

the physician will tell you, but is the result of a general
decline” in health and that if your general health were
improved then your local disability would depart. -Our .
difficulty is-that so many people do not hear the voice of -
-\God — and do, not want to hear the voice of 'God. They
are deaf. They do not see their- duty, they are blind;

they do not see their privileges in Christ. They are .

“blind, and cannot see afar off, and have forgotten that
they were purged from their old sins.” But when there

- is a genuine spiritual revival there will be a renewal of

sight and-of hearing, and our feet will be beautiful upon
the mountains as we preach the gospel and publish peace;
- and the dumb people will learn to speak. I have seen it
again and again when God comes into the midst of His
people, those who were dumb somehow or another learned
to lisp the riame of the Lord, and their voices are heard
in prayer and testimony, and t'here is evidence that the
Lord is near. .

When there is a revival -of real affectzon in the heart
for the Lord Jesus Christ it will be sure to show itself
outside. . 1 remember a man who was very careless about
his dress; he was quite slovenly in his appearance. Some-
times you would- find him wearing soiled linen, he was
not careful to keep himself neat at all. Suddenly a
change came over him, and. everybody remarked on it.
He looked as though he had just come from the hands
of a valet, he was so “spic and span
dressed up. People said, “What is the matter? What-in
the world has come over that man?” Someone who knew
said, “Do you not know? Do you not know? He is trying
to appear well i in somebody 8 eyes”'! Then somebody whis-
pered, “The fact is, the poor. fellow is desperately in
Jove, and is doing the very best he can to make somebody
else fall in love!

Jesus Christ becomes really precious to the believer he
wants to appear well in His sight. When He becomes the
Beloved of our souls we do not keep our best clothes for
strangers: we are rather like the apostles: ‘-Wherefore
we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of him.” The great question then is, “What
does He like? What 'does He like us to do? How does
He desire us to appeax" What is the direction of His -
w1ll"’" “When there is a real revival in the heart you
‘will find there will be a genuine transformation of life,
and everybody ‘will know it. They will say, “Something
has happened. That man was a merely nominal Chris-

tlan, but now his whole character is transformed, and he -

is 4 different man entirely.” It is because he has fallen
in love afresh with his Beloved. ’__Phat is the reason:

’

He was always )

_ That is the reason for his being so.
-careful of his personal appearance.” ‘ )

Tt is Something like that in the Christian life: when °
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a real rev1va1 means a renewal‘ of fellowshlp W1th Jesus
Christ.

Perhaps I should add one other thing.. There will
always be conviction when thé lame man leaps as an
hart, and the tongue of the dumb smgs It will not be
long before the grave of Lazareth is open, and he who -

was dead will be sitting at the table with the Lord. But -

if there is to be conviction there must first of all be a
genuine revival in the hearts of God’s people.

II.

‘' HOW CAN WE PROMOTE SUCH A REVIVAL AS THAT? What
“can we do? “O Lord, I have heard thy speech.”
surrender ourselves afresh to the authority of Jesus
Christ, actually yield ourselves to Christ that He may
.be our Lord: I 'do not mean just once, that I can say

to-day, “I take Jesus Christ as my Lord”, and then forget

. all about it. But T mean we must take up an attitude
toward Him so that His Word will be the supreme au-
thority in our lives. ‘Go.back through the Old Testa-
ment and note the difference between certain men who
-were in their measure godly men. Take the case of David,
for instance. If you examine his record you will find
that it was characteristic of David that he “magnified
the Lord”. It is possible to study the Bible just as the
Hindu says his prayers, or as the Roman Catholic counts

- his beads. I heard a man say once, speaking of a certain
person, “Some people count the stars, and. some people

. collect =butterflies_: Dr. So-and-So studies the Bible.”

- He put this man’s interest in the Word of God on the

"plane of hobbies, the gathering of butterflies or pretty-

stones on the part of the man who is interested in that
part of naturalistic study. ’

I have known some people who were great students of
the’ Bible, yet no one could say that the Bible had any
particular authority in their lives. It is one thing to
know with our heads what the Bible teaches, but it is
another thing to bring our lives under the subjective
influence of the Bible and make it the law of our daily
life.
to -regulate the minutest detail of our lives. Where do
“you go for advice on a question that perplexes you? “I
should like to talk things over with Mr. So-and-So.” Sup-

posing it were a ' matter of business, whom would you”

consult? If you-wanted your own judgment checked up
or reinforced as the case might be, to whom would you
go on a matter of business? “Well, to a business asso-
ciate of mine.” 'Would you? What is it to walk in the
counsel of the ungodly but to ask advice of ungodly men?
If I, as a Christian, asked the opinion, the counsel, of
somebody 'who does not know ‘Christ, with respect to
any duty in life, whether business or pleasure or any-
- thing else, what am I doing but submitting to the coun-
sel of an ungodly man? Is there no better way- than

that? “But you do not mean to say that in matters. of-

business one can -get advice from the Bible?” someone
will ask. I certainly do. I have no doubt about it. I
believe the Bible, to the !Christian man, is the best
business guide that.ever was written.

Joseph was a fairly successful business man, Who
taught Joseph how to ‘get a corner on all the wheat of
the world, and to become absolute. master of all the -
world’s markets? No business ‘man in Egypt. He got
direct communication from Heaven, and the Lord of the
universe is the best One to counsel you what next year’s
‘wheat yield will be; and the markets of the country will

We can.

.generally.

We ‘have the authority in’this Scripture by whieh avoids that is thus described — “his delight is in the . _

depend very largely upon. that after al] Wisdom in re-
spect to these matters is here. _ ]
T think I spoke to you of a man who told me that he

. was sour for years'as a |Chnst1an and went to church

only occasmnally He had been a wealthy man, wealthy
enough to buy a railroad — and foolish enough to think -

of it. He asked somebody about it, and went into part--- -

nership -with a certain man. He said they bought the
railroad for hundfeds of thousands of dollars. It was an
enormous sum of money. The partner defaulted, and
he had to pay it all, It ruined him.- He had built up a
fortune and came right down to rock-bottom. His house
and. everything he had went. He said, “I got angry with
the Lord and said, Why has the Lord dealt with me like
this? I did not go to church, I stopped praying, and I
was generally miserable. One Sunday afterhoon, for
‘want of something better to do, I opened my Bible ‘and
happened to turn to Proverfbs and read, ‘He that is
surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that
hateth suretiship is sure. ’I_‘hen I said to myself, I
have been blaming 'God all these years, whereas if I had
listened to what God said to me.I would have been a
better business man; and would not have lost all I had.

The last word of wisdom on fbusihess, or anything else,
is to be found in the Bible; and if you want to be a good
business ‘'man and a devoted Christian, if you want to do

‘your duty toward God and secure: for yourself thé

largest and truest profit, then be guidéd by.the Spirit -
of God. That is what it means to take Jesus Christ as
Lord. It means that the Bible is to guide me, and I am
to bring all these ‘matters of daily routine into the light
of thé judgment of the Word of ‘God to find out what
God would have me to do. .

This iman to whom I referred walked in the counsel
of the ungodly. He got advice from an ungodly man,
he consorted with sinners, and at last sat down in the
seat of the scornful; he was cynical-and out of sorts
What is the cure for that? The -man who™

law of the Lord; and in-his law .doth he meditate day
and night.” If you want to keep out.of the counsel of
the ungodly, get the counsel of Him Whose name is
called “Counsellor”. That is 'what He is for, to -give us -
advice. I believe the rehglon of the Lord Jesus is the
- most” praotlcal thing in the world...I believe this Book .
will guide us in our family life, in our business life, in
our playtime — if we have any — in ouy intellectual life,
in every aspect of life. “Let the word of 'Christ dwell

in you richly in all wisdom.”

If we are going to have revival, that is what ‘will hap—,
pen: we shall open our hearts to the counsel of the Most )
High, and when we have God’s Word on any subject we

will do it. Then Jesus Christ becomes in very truth our. !

Lord. “Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and 'do not the things
that 1 say?”’ It is of no use for us to call Him Lord
unless ‘we actually obey Him when once we have received
His commands. . :

If that is to become the rule of our life, we cannot do

it once and for all. I heard of some little boy of thirteen - .

or fourteen years, who hadbeen under certain influences,
. who ‘got up and thanked the Lord that he had _*received
his sanctification”! Received his sanctification! Poor,
‘boy; 1 did not blame him, but I did blame his elders
for talking such nonsense. Do you know what sanctifica-
tion is? Sanctification begins when we are justified.

\
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freely by God’s grace, and are ylelded to Jesus Christ
as our Lord, and when the Word of God becomes the
authority of our lives. How long will it last? How long
will you have to ask God’s advice on- your daily affairs?
Right up to the last hour and moment of life.
the measure in which we yield to that authority 'and
receive the grace to do the things which He commands,
-in that measure we are being sanctified, for sanctifica-
tion is sxmply another name for the education of the
soul, it is another name for the education of God’s
children who are born again, and then they are trained
by this great text-book into a knowledge of the will of
our God. It is a life.process, and just in the measure,
and so long as we submit to the authonty of the Word
of .God, we shall be cons«cmus of revival in-our own hearts.

Of course that. will mean immediately the facmg of
certain sins of omission. ‘There are some things we have
not done — what then? If we are going to have blessing
we must go and do them. ‘We must go and pick up our
blessing where we laid it down by simply 'going and doing
the thing we ought to do. Nothing could be simpler than
that. But I have no doubt at all that everyone heré could

* to-night go and do something that we know is divinely
required of us; but which has been neglected; and in the
doing of that will come an accession of power that will
begin the revival in our own hearts.

Sometimes there is place for restitution. If we have
wronged anybody we ought to go and put it right, we
really ought. ‘In some cases I have known it has been
the restitution of money. But let me say this — and
I wish I had the wholé church membership here that I
might say it to them — if there be one man or woman
in this church that entertains in his or her heart any
kind of animosity toward another — I do not care what
it is, by so mucli that person will block the blessing in
his or her own life. My friends, if I read my Bible at
all accurately, it is absolutely impossible for any man

_or woman %o grow in Christ while nourishing a ‘grudge .
against somebody else. You can pray until the crack
of doom, but you have to get that malice out of your
heart or you cannot be right with God. You have got
to get rid of it. It is a root of bitterness that will p01son
the springs of life, that has né right in the heart of any
blood-bought child of 'God. .

There are some people who try to get rid of some
.awkward passages in the Scriptures such ag: “If ye for-
give not men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses,” by saying that that belongs
to another dispensation; ‘“That is works”! I think that
is all nonsense. That belongs to Y-O-U. That is for
Y-0-U. It belongs to you, and it belongs to me. I have
no right to expect that 'God will forgive me my sins if
I am not ‘willing to forgive other people. The reaction
. of His forgiveness, the realization that by His grace I
- am pardoned, ought to make me ready to forgive my

worst enemy. Do not judge it. If that is your condi-
tion before 'God, face it and get rid of -it, and get a
revival in your own heart right away. — and you will
“get it. It is a glorious thing to get rid of things like that.
Do you know anybody you are “out” with? Go and get
“in” with them, tell them it is all over. Things of that
sort do more harm to the cause of Christ than anything
else in the world. Little things of that sort between the
people of God do more to stop revival and spiritual bless:
ing, T believe; than all other offences put together. It is
* such a chlldlsh thing anyway When we become men we

And in*

.I will think of the Lord Jesus.”

ought to put away childish things, I do not think any
of us has ‘any right any night of his life' to lie down
until he has absolutely, by God’s grace, forgiven -every-
body who has ever done him a wrong, so that you can
meet anybody as your friend. That is a very practical
thing, is it not? But that sin is the thing that stops
blessing, and when put right -it is the thing that will
bring blessing. I am positive it will brmg blessing.

Then, you see, the application of the authority of
Scnpture to everyday life will mean that I will have to
be, careful what I think about. The Word of God ought
to be the subject of my meditation: “In. thy law will I
meditate day and night”; “My meditation of him shall
be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord.” Sometimes when
you think of somebody that you do not like — there may
be people whom .you do not like that you can love for
IChrist’s sake. I meet people with whom I have no natural
affinity at all It may be that you find some people
the same, If so! let the Word .of the Lord have authority
in the realm of your thought, “bringing into captivity

every thought to the obedience of Christ.” If there is’

somebody. you cannot think about without being warmed
up a bit, then say, “I am not going to think about Him.

He is, all that He has done, all that He is ye‘t going to
be to you, He will 8o fill your life with “joy that you
will think, “How foolish I was to think-of that man.”

As you think of all that .

The Word of God will be regnant. in our minds, and the -

Spirit of God can come in and flood us and make us a
blessing to the people roundabout us.

When He does that, the Spirit of God ought to have
authority. Let me be very personal, very practical, and

say that the Spirit of God ought to have authority over

our tongues. I mean tongues! You know what I mean!
That little member! The t-o-n-g-u-e! Do not spiritualize
it. I mean the thing that talks, that makes a noise! the
tongue! You do not need that exhortation? Well, a very
wise man said that all kinds of wild beasts had been
tamed, ‘“but the tohgue can no man tame” It is a
‘tern’ble weapon. ~ The Bible is so terribly true that it
describes' certain people, like this: “The poisdbn of asps
is under their lips.” There are some people that never
speak about anybody without ejecting their injurious

poison, the poison of asps; they are human yellow jack-.

ets — no matter how they are dressed. Thére are more
horrible figures than that. The Lord Jesus said, “O gen-
eration of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh.” Is not that a horrible thing, ‘to_call anybody
a viper? Do you know why He did that? They were
always poisoning people. I have known some people who
had a faculty of poisoning eVeryibodly, always saying
mean things about people.
served it”. I have mo doubt they did. So do you! You
deserve a double dose of it very likely! If.the Lord: were
qulck to mark iniquity, who of us would stand? -

I was talking with- a pastor the other day about 4
certain church, and a certain great difficulty in that
particular church I told him the course pursued by a
certain\minister whom ‘I kmew ‘twenty years ago. He
went to a church where there had been sharp division
and very marked bitterness.
of the church. " He was a very gracious, gentlemanly, sort
of man. When he went into a 'house and some of them
wanted to introduce him to other members of the church
by telling him all they knew about them, he gently re-

~ '

This man went to be pastor-

\

“Oh,” you say, “they de- -
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buked them. “Have you seen Mr. So-and-So?” *“No, not
recently.” “Well, I think I had better tell you about
him.” *“Please do not. Mr. So-and-So is a friend of
mine. He is a member of this church. I should be dis-
loyal to my absent friend if T listened to you. You must
not say it.” “Of course, if you do not want to be ad-
vised”*— “No, I do not want to be adyised at all.” They
felt abashed, and half ashamed. Perhaps he would visit
next a home on the other side of the issue, and when
they started to speéak evil of anyone he would say, “No,
no; T will not hear it. Mr. So-and-So -is a friend of
mine, and I will not permit you to say an unkind thing
about a member of the church. You offer me an insult

_in your own home when you try to speak unkindly of

another member of this church. I will not have it.” After
a while they found every spark fell in a lake of water;
it would not burn. After he had visited every member
of the church they felt ashamed The v1per went out —
and God came in.

What right have you to say anythmg or permit any-
body else to say anythmg derogatory.of any member of
the church? That sin needs rebuking every time it is
indulged in. There is a place for open rebuke. Do you
know one of the greatest sins of which Christian people

can be guilty? One of the greatest of all sins? It is this:
_ privily slandering somebody with the tongue. '

I think I will tell you a story. Some years ago I was in
Kansas City. I stayed at a certain hotel in which my

friend, the late Dr. Dixon was staying. "We shared the-

same room at his request. One day he came into the
room, and shutting the door he said, “Sit down a minute,
I want to talk to you. I am terrlbly upset.” “What is

the matter?* “I have just come from the Convention -

(the Southern Baptist 'Convention), and one of our
Southern leaders came to me and told me that Dr. So-and-
So (I will call him Dr. “A”) had certain affidavits in-
volving Dr, “B” in serious wrong-doing, but that for the

honour of the ministry he was not making these affi--

davits public. As soon as I heard that 1 said to my in-
formant, ‘I will go right to Dr. “A”” No! No! No!
Don’t you dare do that. I told you that in strictest con-
fidence” ‘Then I will go to Dr. “B” and -telt him, so
he will have a chance to defend himself.’ ‘No! No! No!
No! You must say no word to-Dr. “B” about it.” What
do you think of that?”’ Dr. Dixon asked me. “Who was
it?” I enquired. , When he told me, and I said 1 had some
acquaintance with the - man he said, “I did not know you
knew him.” I said, “I know him too well. ¥t was the
devil who spoke through that backbiter. He may be
president of a college, and he may .have all the degrees
that all the universities on earth can give him, but the
voice that spoke when that was said was the voice of the
devil — an'd it came from héll. He first of all injected
his poison into your mind, and then sealed ‘your lips so
that you cannot get it out. The next time Dr. “B” met
you he would discover that you were cold toward him.
He would never find out why, he would never have an
opportunity of defending himself. Doctor, I want to tell

you somethm'g You did not tell- me in confidence, and I

am going to both Dr. “B” and Dr. “A”. I am going to
find out.” I found out exactly what I thought It was an
infamous, unmitigated, lie that had ‘the very poison of

-hell in it — told by a professing Christian, told to dam-

age the reputation of a great man of God.

Keep your confidences to yourselves, everyone of you.
Do not go Whlspermg into somebody’s ear something that

is told in confidence. You cannof walk with God and do .
that kind of business. These are little things, but they

.are the things that grieve the Spirit of God in any

believer’s life, and they are the things that must be dealt
with if we are ever to have a real revival.

I wonder did I touch anyboedy? I wonder did I hit any-
where? I want ‘to take it to myself, and I want you to
apply it. I hope I am safe in assuming that every man
and woman- here this evening wants above everything-else
that God would: rend the heavens and come.down. If we
do, I hope we can pray this prayer. “I will pay any price,
I will take any position, I will perform any duty, I will
make any sacrifice, T. will be anything, I will be nothing
if need be, I will do anything or be anything — whatever
‘Thou shalt direct, only ‘O Lord, revive Thy work.”

I Have a great deal more to say of the same sort, but
I think I will hold it over for the present for our time is
gone. But shall we make it our daily prayer that we
may get rid of everything that would stand in the way of
the blessing of the Splrlt of God.

AMUSEMENT IN THE CHURCH

The notion having grown up that we must entertain
men in order to win them to ‘Christ, every invention for
world-pleasing which human ingenuity can devise -has
been brought forward till the churches in multitudes of
instances have been turned into playhouses, with theatre-
boards, announcing the courses for the gay season,
boldly set up at the doors; and there is hardly a carnal
amusement that can be named, from billiards to dancing,
which does not now find a resting-place- in- Christian
sanctuaries. Is it then phariseeism or pessimism to-
sound the note of alarm and to predict that at the

. present fearful rate of progress, the close of this decade

may see the Protestant church as completely assimilated
to nineteenth century secularism as the Roman Catholic
church was adsimilated to fourth century paganism.
—A. J. GORDON in 1894,

- THE EDITOR’S ANNUAL LETTER

Soon our readers will receive a letter from the Editor
telling something of the work of THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS
during the past year. We request the prayers of our
many friends that this letter may elicit a healthy re-
sponse 80 that our work of the coming year may make
even greater progress than it has in any year of the
past.

]

. THE EARLY CHURCH

With no power except the “irresistible might of weak-
ness”; with no wealth except the riches of glory in-
herited through her heavenly citizenship; refusing all
compromise with the world, declining all patronage of
kings and emperors, she nevertheless went forth con-
quering and to conquer, till in a few years she had
undermined the whole colossal fabric of paganism. And

" might not the church of Christ do the same today if

she-were to return to this primitive ideal? and if re-
nouncing her dependence on human resources — wealth
and power and socia-l prestige, she were to inseribe upon
her banner that ancient motto: “Not by might nor by
power, but by my Splrlt saith the Lord.”

—A. J. GORDON
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THE CALL OF PETER, JAMES AND JOHN
.. Lesson Text: Luke 5:1-11, - | ) . .
Golden Text: “And Simon answering said unto him, Master,
we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing:
nevertheless at thy word 1 will let down the net.” Lake & 5
Parellel Passages: Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20. -

I. Teaching the Great Multitude: verses 1-3. _

After our Lord was rejected by 'the people of Nazareth,
He made His home in Capernaum, a city of Galilee, situated
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee (Matt, 4:18; Luke 4:31).
There He remained until He left the vicinity of Galilee about
six months before the crucifixion. - But during that period
His activities were not-confined o 'Capernaum, but He {oured
‘Galile¢ with His disciples and also made a trip to Jerusalem.
The Great Galilean Ministry of our Lord is recorded in Luke,
chapters 4 t0 9. = ~ L .

- It is possible that the call of the three disciples as de-
.scribed in the Gospel of Luke is a separate incident from the
call of the four tﬁ’sciples, Andréw, Peter, James and John,
..as recorded in the other Gospels (Matt, 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-
20). However, the three accounts are so similar that they
probably refer to the same event. L~ .
+  This was a'time of popularity, so far as-the Saviour’s min-
igiry ‘was concerned; crowds eagerly gathered to hear His
préaching and /to behold His miracles. But, aithough many -
thronged about Him, only those who a;ctual‘ly_ touched Him
by faith were healed (Matt. 14:36), Association with a
Christiar church or -Sunday School will not, save; one must
come into vital relationship with the Lord Himself,
- 'The, Lake of fGennesaret was called also the Sea of
Gennésafet, the Lake of Galilee or the Sea of Galilee. In
modern times it is called the Sea of Tiberias. This lake
. “formed an appropriate setting for the miracle of the fishes,
since it is the centre of tthe fishing industry even to this day.
The two boats belongedto two pairs of brothers:
Andrew and Peter, James and John.- The fishermen had
temporarily abandoned their boats, being busy repairing or
casting their nets (verse 2; Matt. 4:18; Mark 1:19). .These
activities are iHlustrative of two aspects of the ministry;

restoring the sinming saints to repentance and usefulness (Gal. -

6:1, where the Greek word translated “restore” is the same

. a8 that translated “mending” in Mark 1:19), and seeking to -

.bring repentant sinners to the Saviour (Acts 8:26-10).

"Among the Jews it was the custom for the teacher to sit.
down' as he ‘taught, and our Saviour followed this. custom
(Matt. 5:1)." He chose ‘the place where all might see and
hear Him. -'We must make the.best possible provision for
- . people to hear the Gospel message. o .

- IL Calling the Select Few: verses 4-11. LT

Most of the Saviour's miracles were performed, not merely

" in response to the need of somé suffering one, but also to
teach ‘a spiritual lesson. As the boat belonged to Peter, and.
as our Lord’s remarks were addressed to him particularly,
_we: conclude that he was the one most concerned. The key
to the understanding of the miracle is found in verse 10.
Christ gave to Peter, and incidentally to James and John
also, a manifestation of His Divine power in saving souls,
with lessons as to their own part in that gervice,.and a
vision of the immensity of/the task before them. Some of
the lessons are as follows: ]

1, Human skill, apart from ‘the Spirit of God, is of no
avail in the task of soul-winning (John 15:5). Christ allowed
the ‘night of useless labour, .as He permits- the drought be-
fore the showers ‘and barrenness before revival (James

. s el

b:17, 18).

2. Service performed at 'His word, in obedienée to His .

. _ Spirit, will bring a rich harvest. - The word “Master” in
verse b means ‘‘superintendent” or “Lord of my activity”.
. Even then, Peter let dovwn only one_net, although he was told

\

4:19).

.o Ny . )
to use the nets; Our Master desires perfect, prompt, un-

questioning obedience. . .
-3. Peter experienced a vision of the holiness of God, and

henice realized his own unwotthiness (Job 42:5, 6; Isa. 6:5).

I’I_;l_le one who would be used of 'God must be humble before

im. - . - P .
. 4, In contrast to the fish which would soon die, the dis-
ciples were tto ‘“fake men alive”. On the Day of Pentecost
Peter took three thousand living captives to grace ‘the tri-

h of the Lord. . "

.. The Lord drew the figh to the net, but He gave to the
disciples 'the task of sétting out and drawing in the net.
Preach the Word; it is God’s own means of reaching men
(Jas. 1:21; 1 Pet., 1:22, 23). “Throw out the Gospel !

6. Peter, James and John forsock all and followed Christ.
They had previously been called do believe on Him (John
1:35-42); now they were summoned to serve Him (Matt.

7. After the death of Christ when the backslidden, dis-
couraged Peter led the other disciples in returning to their
former vocation, the risen Lord in mercy performed a similar
miracle, which doubtless aroused memories of the experience
of the Lord’s power and of their whole-hearted surrender to
the call of the Master at that time (Jer. 6:16; John 21:3-11).

Daily Bible Readings

Jan. 16—The Call to Salvation ..........coeunnn.en.. John 1:35-42
Jan. 17—The Call to Rest ................ccooovrreveeeenn.. Heb. 4:1-11
Jan, 18—The Call to Service ........ Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20
Jan. 19—The Caill to Discipleship ..................... Luke 14:25-85

Jan. 20—The Call to Consecration ...
Jan. 21—The Call to Separation ...
Jan. 22—The Call to Holiness

......... Rom. 12:1-8
.. 2 Tim. 3:15-26
1 Pet. 1:18-25.

Suggested Hymns i .

Who is on he Lord’s side?". -
Jesus calls us o’er the tumult, -
Hark] 'tis mhg Shepherd’s voice I hear.

. POWERS OF DISPERSION
When Handel once undertook, in a crowded church, to
play the dismissal on a very fine organ there, the whole

_congregation became so entranced with delight that not .
-an individual could stir till the usual organist canie im-

patiently forward dnd took his seat, saying, in a tone of

acknowledged superiority, “You cannot dismiss a con-_ )

gregation. See how soon I can disperse them!” ~‘We

have known excellent men who could use that last sen- )

tence without being guilty of the slightest egotism.
‘Whether they conduct a public service, or teach a Bible-
class, or lead a prayer-meeting, the result is sure and

rapid. Instead of saying with the Babylonian king, “Is -

not this great Babylon that I have built?” they can cry,

““See how soon I disperse them!” After one or two such
‘feats, would it not be well for brethren to rest upon their

laurels? We have ‘none too many strong institutions at

. present, and we do not wish that their number should be-. -

diminished. If, however, the brother must.be seen-and
heard, let him now try the rake for. gathering instead

of the fork for scattering. .It is the time of hay-harvest; -

he canlearn what we mean by going into the meadows.
) ' C. H. SPURGEON

MY COVENANT

Desiring to have a vital part in the work of the furtherance

of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be'

. applied to the Church Extension Loan Fund of The Conserva-

tive Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This money will
be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erection of
suitable places of worship. (Matt. 28:19, 30). - B d
Name .............. e e venen e,

\-
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Worldly -pursuits and pleasures must be forsaken, .

DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB '



