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COUNTLESS BLESSINGS 
I N THE midSt of every circumstance of Hfe, it is well 

to pause and contemplate the good hand of G<ld. How 
seldom do we stop to' remember His blessings u.pdn us. 
In the hour of rejoicing or triumph we are too occupied 
with juibilatiQn to stop and recaU the merciful dealin'g of 
God. 'Then in the routine of 1ife with neither an excess 
of sorrow nor of joy we tend rto feel that there' is little 
for which we can thank Him and so save our 'Praise for 
ima'gined better days. Finally, in. the hour of sorrow 
and d,isappointment, we are so much occupied with our 
own' lot that we cannot think of the Lord: except to in­
quire w~y such calamities should befall us. 

The writer of the"bOO'k of Lamentations found himself 
in a sad state and in the midst of his despondency he was 
brought so low that he came near to blaming the Lord 
for these. calamities. Sounder juqgment and more seri­
ous contemplation, however, brou'ght him ',to' his senses 
so that";pe was led ·to declare: ' . 
~. . 

It is 'of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, be. 
cause his compassions fail not. 
They are !Ilew every morning; great is thy faithfulness. 
lh'e Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I 
nope in him. (Lam. 3:22-24). 

I. 
Truly with this Biblical writer we can first of ill thank 

God for His 'gr~cious dealings in 'keeping us f·rom danger 
and! harm - "It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed." Even in the midst of ·the most dire circum­
stance' and the 'most critical mness, we do weH to con­
template what He ha"s 'kept from us and is 'sti1l keeping 
from us. Only' when we cross to the ,better land wIll we 
fully comprehend the numberless danger!! 'that .woul.d 
have consumed us if the Lord had not staved them off. 
, This is ~bviou'sly true even wirth .regard to physical 
preservation. Daily we experience close deliverances al­
though we may be only occasionally aware of the proxim­
ity of disaster. Just during the ,past few weeks the 
writer had one such experience which he passes oil to 
his readers in 'orde:r:,to ca.use them ~o pause and meditate 
upon similar happenings in their oWn lives. As I walked 
along Gerrard Street by the 'church I.heard a dull roar 
and beheld a sheet of ice· and snow crash upon the side-

·wal~ not more than eight yards in front of me. In think­
ing of this seemi~gly rtrivial occurrel14!e, I .realized that 
there was sufficient weight 'in that mass of snow to 

. criticaJ.Iy injure the. one upon whom it fell. H'ow often 
do similar diangers,' known and unknown, hover around. 
all- of us! If we' are in the hand of God, He graciously 
staves them off unrtH that hour when we are called to be 
with' Him. 

Then, too, in the spi,ritual' realm we have so much cause 
to thank Him ,because He preserves' us from the many 
dangers that seek to. destroy the soul. Some of the more 
apparent of these are the scores of cults which seek to 
pervert the Word _ 9f God,/ dishonour the Lord Jesus 
Christ and damn me:n's souls. Whenever we. see men en­
meshed in ·the snares of. Russellism, Roman-ism or Chris­
tian .Science, we cannOt but thank 'God that He has pre­
served us from being consumed by such that wouIn de-
vour the unwary. ... 

Yea, when we behold some fellow man overta:ken in a 
crime that biackens :bis own character and disgraces his 
family, we must pause rto thank the Lord that in mercy -
He has held 6ff this monster from us. The 'grace of God 
will lead us not to ,boast of any merit' in ourselves but 
must cause us to ascribe to Him the praise for His 
shielding. us from. the spiritual and physical dangers 
which lu~k around uB. 

U. 
IN~t the w.riter praises God for blessings bestowed.­

"They are new e'IJer1J morning: great is·thy faithfulness." 
The fact that His l:\and, kept many perils. from bothering 
us wouJidi be sufficient cause for eternal thanksgiving 
:but the Word of -God .and experience declare that He 
positively showers .u~ .with blessings untold" F.rom His 
nand we have .received all. 

,Nor is there a monotony a.Jbout 'God's dealing· with us 
for H;e is' not limited in the scoPe of His operations -
"rthey 'are NEW every morning". Just as there are no 
two snowflakes exactly alike so too He deals with no two 
persons in exactly the same way. Indeed He deals with 
no person in exactly the same way o.n two successive days. 
He is a God, of w~nders who, however, does continu'ally 
dea:l faithfully. 
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. :Some object to the Christian life on the ,basis that it .. 
is dull and ·routine. It isi:regretta'ble if any Chris~ian " 
leaves that impress-ion ·by.his ac.tions, 'attitude or words 
for truly the Christian life IS an adventure of the first 
order witllcontinual surprises ,as ·a.faithful God provides" 
in . un looked for 'Ways .. His .mercy 'is .unchanging. 'but His. 
ways are forever new. ,"" . 

'The believer must join with the Biblical writer 'in de­
claring .- "Great is thy" : fait.hfuh~ess·.". Here wor,ds 
would fail us as we con.teinplate His never failing -mercy .. 
W.ith sadnes's we must ""confess, that there have ;been 
times that we have fal;tered in our trust 'but still He 
providleS in l~ve. Th,e word of men may be u'nreliable . 
but not so the. word and faithful!les's of our God. 

I'II. 
. The gre~test cause' of ·our· thanksgiving ev~n in the 

• ,midst of trouble is yet to be rel'ated. while\we are grate~ 
ful to God for His hand. which holds off danger and faith­
fully provides fo·r our '~eeds, our -greatest' cause O'f 
praise ,is this --.: "The Lor(L'is my portion." 
. How careful we 'must ibe' that we allow nothing to 

'" occupy the p].ace of God .in our hearts. As surely as it -is 
idolatry to worship another ·god in the/place of the livi,ng 
and! true God, So is it idolatry to pl'ace anything even the 
mercies of God in ,His stead.' . ' 

'Perhaps -in our consideration· and thanksgiving for 
the ,·things which ,He has given or the dangers He has. 

, withheld, we ,have neglect~d to praise Him for Himself! 
How persC'nal is this thought --: "The 'Lord is my por· 
tion." Reader, has He dealt graciously with you? "Yes," 
you say, "He has and· I am grateful for all His m!!rcies." 
That is weB; ,but are you grate'flll for Him? . Do you 
personally know Him with an intimacy which could 
prompt you'to describe Him as mine?' . 

After all, true reli'gion consists not -in outward cere­
mony or even 'spoken thanksgiving but inward possession 
0/ a PersOn. - "The Lord! is my portion." If you lac'k 
this personal' knowledge of the presence of 'God, rest not 
until you have a sense of His abiding presence. No one 
can truly declare that the Lord.is his portion uhless He 
has l(ioked in faith to the Lo·rd. Jesus Christ who is the 
bri,ghtness of God.'s ·glory and the eXp'r.eS's image of His 
person. A dying Saviour on the cross in my .place en-

.... abIes me to bold,ly affirm that though a sinner, still on 
the hasis of Another's sU'bstitutionary c:leath-"The Lord .,. 
is my portion." 

Believers, too, must be reminded of this fact for it is 
easy to he misled, into thinking that 'our spiritual life is 
at high ebb. ;because we are performing outward duties 
when in reaJ.ity these very duties have pushed Him aside. 
Our boast is not in duties but in 1!im ,who il;\ our, portion. 
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, Nor is the least a cheerful heart 
That tastes these ·gifts with j9Y. 

When worn with sickness, oft hast Thou 
With health renewed my face; . 
And, when in sins and sorrows sunk, 
Re.vived my soul wit~ -grace. 
Through every period of my life 
Thy good'ness I'll pursue; . 
And after dieath" in distant worlds; 
The 'glori'ous 'theme renew. 
When nature fails, ·and 4'ay and night 
Divide Thy words no'more, 

.. 'My' ever~grateful hea·rt, 0 Lord, 
.·Thy mercy shall adore. 

'(>. 

. .' 
A NEW'PATRON S.?\INT AND A SUGGE9TION.~ 'Even those who are s'orely tried can whi'sper this con­

solation. When calam~ty, strikes, and ... aH seems hlac,k, .A Reuters dispatch of January! from .Rome informs' 
still the trie·d. .. Chr,istian r.ests· iI'pon this' foundation truth ' us that "·the' POpe today:" deClared the "Apostle, Mllltthew. 
-"The Lord is my porti~n;" , to !be .the. patron saint o'f accountants and "bookkeepers. 

~atthew was the apostle who gave up'tax collecting to 
When all Thy mercies, O' my God, 
:My rising ~oul surveys, . 
Transported with the view, I'm lost 
In wonder, love, and praise. . 
·0 how shall words, with equal warmth, 
The gratitude declare 
That glows wit:bin -my ravished heart?· 
But Thou canst read it there. . 
Ten thousand thousand precious gifts . 
My daily thanks employ; 

. follow Christ." . . . 
Since "His Holines's" feels that each occupation and 

·profession ,inust have a ·patron saint, we ,suggest tl)at 
next year .he na-me the unrepentant thief as the··patron 
saint of bu·rglars; pickpockets and religious racketeers. 
Already a step in th~t general' direction has :been made 
in Kingston, OntE!rio. wher~ the· Roman Church near the 
. peniteJ1i1;iary is called "The Church of the 'Good Thief"! 
To what len'gths will Romanism go in its travesty on 
the gOSpel~ .. • . 

1; 
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Artific·ial Re.ligion' a~d Its Rewa,rd 
A Sermon by Dr/T. T. Shields 

Preached in M~ssey Hidl, Toronto, Sunday Evening, April 16th,01939 
(Stenograpiiically Reported) 

".Verily I say unlt~ you, rnheyhave their reward."----4M;atthew 6:2. 

THE same words a-re repeated. in the' fifth verse, and 
again in the sixteenthJ' The first instance has to 

do. with tbose who do their alms ibefore ·men; the 'second, 
those who ·pray that they may 'be seen and heard, of ni-en.; 
and the third, those who fast that they 'may appear unto 
men to last. Of each of these exe·rcises and those who 
perform them,. our Lord! said, "Verily I say unto you, 
They have thei·r reward." 

You will .z:emem!ber that the LOrd Jesus said, "I am 
othe truth.". Before Pilate He hro'ke His silence to say, 
"To this end. was I born, and f;r this purpose came :I 
into the world; that I mi'ght ·bear witness to the truth." 
The 'Lord' Jesus came to ten the wodd the truth, to strip 
from °our human lives the cloak of seeming, and, every 
sort of artificiality, and to reveal the heart 'Of things.·o 
You 'will rec~ll that He founQ' that ministry most tin-­
popular, for He said, '''Now ye 'seek to ,kill me, a man 
that hast t01d' you ,the truth." . 

·The fact is, men do not. like to hea·r the truth. They' 
prefer -to l'ive in a: world Jf delusions; for life is- very 
largely made up 'Of shams .. You see it in every walk of 
life. I heard! of an eccentric· Baptist preacher some years 
ago - he had gone home to glory b~fore my time, but 
I knew his family. Once while preaching he was in­
veighing against the. forms of deceit and artificiality· 
. which characterise h~man life; and- in order. to em­
phasize·it he said, "And I declare it is even in the pulpie' 
- and then he took off his wig! 'Rather a strange way 
of emphasizing the truth. But how people l'Ove to appear 
other than they· really are. What with the ··rou'ge and 
lii>-8'tic~ and all the other "beauty aids", you do not know 
who you' are meeting nowadays - whether the lady may 
be classed, as a pretty maid, or properly denominated a 
grandmother. 0 ' 

. , 
Every sort of artificiality is.used by men to disguise the 
truth, but 'I say, sqoner··or l~ter, we ·have to face these 
things·; ·arid the revelation of God. in Christ is designed to 
show us the· truth, things a's they rea:11y are. "Ye 'shall 
know the truth," ·said the Lord Jesus, "and the truth s'hall 
make you free."· 

The .patient's relatives said to the physician, "Do not • 
teIl him the truth. We will 'keep it from him as long 
as we can." The man· had. sec'ret mi'sgivinga that he was 
not getting the truth. At'last somethi.ng )lappenedo that 

,made i,t necessary for him to be told·. For' Ii while he 
was. greatly distressed; afterward ire_cheered_ up, and 
someone saidi, "You are

o 
a little more cheerful" to-d:ay?" 

"Yes; now I know. the worst. I know wha,t is :before me, 
and all that misgiving is. gone. 'I am facing the facts 
now, and am pre.Pai"ing myself for it." 

Oh that we. could, 'be" wise and· face the facts of life! 
Oh that we could see thing~ as they really are! So did 

'our Lord design in thi's sermon on ,the mount to tell 
people· the truth. It was .inconnecUon with this sermon 
that His hearers first observed that He taught them 
"as one ·having authority, al)d not as. the >1crihes." The 
truth, inherently, pos·sesses authori,ty, and it is well t~·al. 
we· should hear the truth. 

In the instances I have 'bl:oug"ht to your attention this 
evening, our Lord' spea·ks of. three forms of religious 
exercise, three expressions 'Of IHe that are artificial: the 
man who does his righteousnesses before men, who 'gives 
a1ms ,to be seen of men°, that he may get 'glory of men; 
the man who ,prays to be heard of men; the man who 
fasts t.hat he· may earn a reputation for sanctity. In 
all these things the ·:['ord, says ot~ere is an element of 
hypocrisy, an element of intlincerity; then with biting 
irony He decla·res that 'such . peopl~ have their reward. 
Let· us look into these cases, and! see what is involved 
with thismordan.t saying of the Master,. 

But that is charac;.teristic of 1ife in 'general. I say, 
people do not l'i'ke to hear the truth. . They do not like.­
to hear it even from .their doctor. Important as it i-s 
that the patient s'hould know the worst, he "does not want .' .., I. 

. the d9Ctor to tell him, and tries to postpone the evil; day. There ar.e forms of religion that are concerned with 
But the facot is, tbat sooner or later we are all compelled human estimation. "Take heed! that ye do not your 
to face the realities of life. The counterfeit "is at }ast righteousness"· - as it is properly in the first ve,!'se of 
d.iscovered. The mask falls from the face,· and all the this chapter - ",before 'men". ·There is a seeking to 
disguises fail to cover up the truth.· - keep up an appearance of righteousness b,efore men. Our 

The revelation 0·£ God in Chrii30t waf? designed to strip Lord uses an ugly wot:d' - ugly in our understanding 
away from Hfe all the coverings: We used to use the of it ~ and bids His diisciples, "Be not as th·e hfiPocrites." 
word a 'g·reat deal during-the JGreat War, camouflage. A hyprocite is really an ·actor, one who plays a part, who 
I have seen it ·at -sea. 'Looking through my glasses I assumes a character that is not his own, one wh'O spends 
could not tell :which way the ship was going, north or~ himself in certain forms of 'stage play for other people's 
south, east or west. Its funnel's we·re so"dis·guised that i"t observation. The ad,monition of our Lord is ,that we 
l09ked as though it ~as going in the oppos-i.te. direction. sh'Ould riot-ibe mere players on the stage of life, that we 

. \ 
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s'hould not asshm~ attitudes or charaeters 'which have no never heard of it. If he ever 'stood fof !pri~ciple, his 
. part, no relati'on, to our own natures, that are foreig~. stand has escaped my observation, a man of compromise, 
to us. He ,bids us not to put on relli-gious airs, and a 'man who has sacrificed principle to !policy, and con­
pretend to ,be what we a·r,e not. "Do not your righteous- viction to expediiency. ,~ have studied him for years: and 
nesses !before men ;be not content with a religion of he is a man of Ig·reat prominence. He has obtained- prom­
externals, a religion of outward form, a i'eliogion ·that inen,ce - as ~u always win, if you live af!(er that 

. depends for its value _upon ·the exaltation and a,pproval fa~ion.· I ' 
of short-sighted men/' -' ,Our Lord says that those 'Who live for human approval, 

·There· are forms of reUgircin that are nothin.g better are likely to Iget it; those whose 'reHgion seeks glory of 
than that: they are forms. They do not belong to the men are li'kely to be glorified by men, and He said in 
nature of the man; they do not affect hi-s daily conduct; effect, "They are welcome to their reward. Verily I 

,they are not even skin deep '- they are outward only, say unto you, ,They have their reward." 
artificial. 'Let us not forget that there is a life that bears no 

There are forms of benevolrence which are exercisea relation tro God. There -is a life that may be lived with­
for.thesalke .of human approbation, the giving of alms out divine approval, without divine sanction of any sort. 
as unto men. How muc'h of'life is lived in the fear of There is nothing reserved as a reward for such a life. 
men'! How men andi women, are brought into bonda·ge Those :who live for this world may "-get on", you may 
in a thousand ways ,by .thei,r 'dresire to keep up with some· get a fair share of it - ,but that is all you wilrl ·get. Our 
standard of values which men have set up. Lord 'says there is no record 'Of that wri.tten to that man's \ 

'In the d'ays when motor--cars were uncommon, and few credit in the boolks in t1!e :Sky. There is no prize laid 
and far between, a friend picked me up one day, and up in heaven, no "well done" awaiting a life of that sort. 
as we were going along he apologized .for what hecaHe'd Such rewa·rd ·as such it life merits belongs to the realm 
his "old 'b1,1s"~ It was really. an expensi~ car as cars of the temporal. Men receive it here; they-have it now 
were valued in that day. When he said th·at, I ,said, - they h·ave no 'Other. What sort of religion is yours? 
"And when did your neighbour buy a new one?" "~ow There is another way of living, in the sight of 'God. 
did you know?" "Is not that true?''' He said, "Y~s, but There is a d,ivine a.ppr~val. He measures a man's right­
r do not see how you knew." "I didl not, Ibut I 'knew eousness, and his alms-giving, and. aU that he does. He 
that was the reason for your ,remark. Y'Ou just· want to may be a man who does not ·appea·r to be, of any conse­
keep up with· someone else." quence to men; but he Hves his life before God Who 

!So in a thousand! ways we become slaves to circum- 'seeth ih secret; He says, "If men do not reward! you, if 
stances, sl'aves to artificial standards of conduct in all they take no cognizance of the little things you do, if 
realms of life; an'd men ,busy themselves playing a part.' they pass you by, never mind. Your father which seeth 
They play at rel'igion even in thei-r giving. - I 'have seen \ in secret shall reward you openly." 
people give to the collection like that. I wa's asked· one What a multitude of people there are whom the world 

/ . 
day by a newspaper reporter if we get very many but- has never noticed, whose names are never inscribed upon 
tons in our collection. He said, "I am told there are a any honour-roll, 'but who, as simple disciples doing the 
great many people who use'counterfeit coins and buttons will of. ·God· from t!te heart, give the cup of cold water, 
at ·church." WhYI do theY?IISim-plry that they may appear ministering in one way' or another as unto God - the 
to men to be giving when they are not. II have seen men mother with her children, the Christian wife to her hus­
who give 'bilt little secr~tly to the Lord's work, who would band, the empi'oyee working for" an unjust master, who 
give largely to some public charity that would,be widely says, "I do not get much wages, but I am working for 
ad'Vertised. ,a Mast.er in heaven-:- The divine Timekeeper will keep 

I was in a man's office one day when a lady came in my time. He will appraise my services. I am living for 
to soli~i.t a contribution for something, I forget what it a pay-day by and by." General Booth, the old General', 
was. He received her quite courteou'sly, and said., "ICer- General William Booth, once said, "All my officers are 
tainly, certainlry, we 'shalil have to give to that.'; He tQok high-salary men", and after a momen{\s pause, continued, 
a ch'eque-'900'k from a 'd,rawer, filled one in, and handed '-'payment deferred". Ah yes, payment deferred! H you' 
'it to her politely, and said, he was pleased to -make a are 'going to be a high-salary man, if you are 'going t'O 
contribution to so worthy an object. She thanked him' h.ave a Jteavenly rewarQ, you will ,probably have to wait 
profusely ·and'withdrew. After she was ,gone he pushed for your pay for a;.littlre while. 
the 'cheque-book into the drawer, slamm'ed it 'sh4-t, and" 

- said, "That is just an imposition, a sheer outrage." The There is another word h~Ir~. There is a ,kind of sacri-
man had not 'given a cent. He was not !bene.fited by his 

ficial Hfe, a religious observance, which has no relation 
act. He 'gave only ,because he was suppose~ to give. whatever to God. There are 'some fasts 'Observed that 

There are people who, in all thei,r seeming ministry to they may be seen of men. 'Perhaps this is not quite so 
the poor, to charitaible objects 'of one sort and anoth~r, are common .as the other manifestations of .the same spi~i.t, 
without-any pure motive. They are not actuated by com- but said our 'Lord', "There are some Who appear sad of . 
·passion for those who.arEl in neej:l" but merelry that they countenance before ~en.They disfigure ,their faces, they 
may receive ,glory of men. What a 'poor business that is.! make a show of their sacrificial spirit, in order that 
r do not care what 'the form 'Of religion Is, the religion .they, may appeal', unto men to fase', In principle, it 
that is exploited, whose duties are observed merely for means that form of religion that prides itself in 'giving 
the sake of human a.pproval, is in the class which our up things,in doing witpout things. There are forms of 
Lord so roundly cond~mried. ., religious pride that are very obnoxious to men, and still 

II have in mind!, now - I have been, in To·ronto a good more abomina'ble in the sight of 'God. There is a Iegirti­
while ~ a certain 'man. 'If he ~ver den'Ounce~ evil, I ma~e place for sacrifice in the Ch~istian ·religion "- of 

\ 
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that more in a moment. But there are some people who stages in our meal: the· young lady was fir-st, I· was 
parade their abstentionl[!. . second, the other two were third. Naturally, she got 

One summer some years ago I went away on 'a holi- through first. Then she took out a cigarette case, seIected 
day, and 'a friend of mine supplied,my ,pulpit. Before a cigarette, tapped it on the table in 'Orthodox style, an'd, 
my return he wrote me a letter telling me of his experi- turning to the ladies, said, "Do you mind if Is-moke?" 
ences on the ,days he had been 'in my pulpit .. Ile said he ,What could! they say? They said, "No." But she did, not 
had generally enjoye"d ministering .to my people, 'but he ask me! As a matter of fact, I did mi.nd. I did not 
said there was one brother wh'O s'eemed to be a little enjoy the rest'of my dinner in douds of smoke - but I 
hard of hearing, "I jud'ged so," he said, "because ,he sat was not aske'd. N:inety-nine smo'kers out of one hundred' 
in the front seat. He had a very long face, and a very forget there are other people alive. I am not 'going to 
sad countenance. He impressed me as a man who suf- inveigh against it. We are not saved' by not smoking, 
f~red severe pains induced by his rel~gion." He did not nor condemned 'and lost for smo'king. 'f.he religion of 
tell me 'his name: he did: not needJ to. He always sat in Christ· does not consist in these externals. However, 
chureh as though he wanted everyone to believe this is back to my story. That is a litt~e extra,''On the side! 
an awful. world.This 'goodl man berated everybodly wh'O smoked, and 

We have a brother here - although 'he has not been I said to him, "I have no brief for the smoker. I wish 
with Us for some time, he is out of the Province just people would not sm~ke, :but did you eyer smoke?" "Yes, 
now. He ,is a good man, in-many ways. When praying I triea it once." "It ma'de you sick?," "It certain1y did." 
he has a favourite phrase that he always uses; he speaks "You sounded to-ni'ght as though you haa.n'Ot got over 
of "this dark and evil world in which our . lot is cast."" it yet! Let me tell you, you win never do any ,good with 
One day he tol'dJ us he could not understand how' any that kind of thing. Furthermore, much as ,I dJisUke it, 
Christian could 'find anything in this "dar!k and evil "if there must be any smoking done around here, 'I would 

'worldJ" at which to laugh. , ' rather have people 'smoke to'Qacco than ~heir tempers a~ 
I have told you of 'another IU'guipri'Ous ':brother of ~hom you di~ ~~-ni:ght. That sort o~, thing d~es not recommend 

I heard. He is not with us now, has gone to 'glory. I the rehglOn of the Lord ~esus. 
heard Deacon Greenway and someone else in the. 'room If there are certain things that, as a matter o~ prin­
'next'to my; vestry. 'I'hey were lau'ghing most hea,rtiiy. ciple and conviction, that you have nothing to do with, 
This young-octogenarian w'hom we reoognize and love as ceJ;"tain things from which you ~efrain,.tdo it cheerfully, 
Deacon ,Greenway said· to the other man, "Oh well, when ,but do not disfi'gure you.r faces that you ,may "appear 
I am forbidden to laugh, I want to go to heaven; 'I want unto men to fast". Do not be miserable yourself, 'and 
to 'be through;" I doi'dJ not 'know what they were talking make everyone else miserable a'r;oundJ you. 'That is not a 
about, ,but I caHed in and: 's'aid, "Amen! What is all this religion. that commends itself to other people .. There is 
about?" In the prayer meeting there was a 'brother who a place for abstinence from thi.ngs <that are evil. I said 
solemnly prayed that the Pastor might be restrained just now that I d'o not consider that a man is saved or 
this evening from saying anything that would'ma'ke the lost iby 'abstaining 'from the use of tobacco or by using it. 

/ 'people laugh. j[ do not know, but I think we :possibly I hate liquor, yet I would not dare to s!ly that a man 
had a little merriment that ISunday evening. 'Mr. is nqt a ICh,ristian ibecaus~ he drinks', or that a man who 
Spurgeon once said, when people complained of his ahstains from a glass is necessarily a saved man. So 
humour, "If oilly ,they knew how much I restrain, they far as I am concerned, I cannot touch either, as a Chris­
would fOl'lgive me the little that escapes !'/ Why not? tian. To me;-'it would be a sin; ·because I mi'ght lead 
If we must forego certain things as Christians, why someone else· astray. Therefore I wil'lhave nothing to 
should we make an ado aibout it'fi Why should we pull, do with it. ' 
long !aces, and, att~?t to 'get sOI?e predit for the things But I am, not going to 'pull a long' face about it . .I do 
we gIve u'p, as ChrIstIans ? Why d'isflgure your faces, and ,not see why we should disfigure our faces. I do not 'go 
look as though it were about the most misera'ble thing to the theatre: I do not want to. But even if iI did, want 
in the world to be a Christian? I have no sympathy with to; I would not go' for the sake of my example - 'but" I 
that type of religi'On. I believe it is d'ishonouring, to woul'd 'he happy a.bout- it. That is the teaChing' of the 
God; it is contrary to the W o!,d Of God. Word of '~od. Let you,r sacrificial life 'be, a secret one; 

I remember some years ago 'I was Pastor of a litUe let us live before 'God, and for His sake say, "I will not 
church in which was a brother who got up one evening 'do this, I will not touch that; I will not :go here, I will 
and 'dJeliv~red himself of a tirade against smokers ·and refrain from going there. But I wHl ,n'Ot make a parade 
smoki,ng. He almost frothedJ.at the mouth; he was hit- of it, and. say, 'Glory be to me, I dO,not do this or the 
ter. He ,was' a 'good man, and when the meeting was other thing.''' Let all that be before God!. 
over 'I went to him and said, "Deacon, you know very ,And my dear f,riends, if it be so that you can ,say, as 
well that I d:o not 'smoke, that [ !lave' no use for tobacco. did the Apostle Paul, "I am crucified with Christ: never­
If I had my way I would burn it" - not Jiike some of ,theless I live; yet not· I, but ·Christ liveth in me: and! the 
you burn it, but in some other way. It makes people" in ',life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
nbie cases out of ten;,utterly selfish. " ' . ,the 'Son of God, who loved me, 'and gave himself for me", 

'Let me turn aside a minute. ,I was in London, Eng- let it so he. By. all means, let,us know something ,of the 
land, some years aJgo; 'seated at a restaurant tahle. 'The sU'bjective ,power of the cross of Christ as well a's its' 
'room was crowded, and there' was nothing for me to 'do objective value. Let it cru~ify us; let it put the flesh, 
but sit at 'a table that was already 'OCcupied' in pa,rt by with all its motions, to death; let, us have done with 
a young woman. 'She was partly .through her meal when these things of the world ":.- but do not make a religion 
I 'bega!). There were places for fO,ur at the table, arid of youi' sacrific~s. Do not'pa,rade them. When' you have 
a little later two otlier ladiies came and, occupied, the re- done it all: a-noint 'your head, arid. wash y'our face,: that 
maining seats. I was the only'man! We were at 'three you may appear not unto m~ to fast: .. 

I 
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There .i-s 'a way of 'being happy without these .things, 
and if we know the secret of 'fellows'hip with God, if 
indeed Christ "be 'formed, in us the hope, of glory", if 
Jesus Christ is in us,' some of 'His gl'Ory will shine in 
our countenances, an'd we shall iearnhow to -bring ,glad-

,ness into other lives. The, true, Christian. ought to :be 
the ha~piest, merriest soul. Let us live our lives before 

: Him, and "thy 'Father which ,seeth .in secret liimself 
'shall reward, thee' openly." 'But there is no ,reward for 
tho,se who thus set their course to win h~man approval.' 

.III. 
There is a distinctively religious 'life, a life of 'prayer 

and of praise, that may be but· a' sham and humbug. 
Prayers tha~ are ,prayed, not to: 'God., but to, men. There­
fore our Lord said. '~W'hen thou prayest, thou s'haIt not' 
he as the hYlPocrites are: for they love 'to pray standing 

" in the.synagogu'es·and in the corners or the streets, that 
they may he seen of men. Verily Is'ay unto you, They 
have their reward." , 

, How much religious pomp there is! How ·muc'h of show 
in much of religious profession to-day! I saw sIOme 
photogra'Phs last week of certain peoPle of ,prominence 

arriving' at church - going to church on ,Easter- Day, 
'These people may have hali -no responsi'biIity for it 7""" 

1. hope they had riot ~ but the mere fact that the ph'Oto­
graph was ta'ken shoWed! the estimation of religion made' 
by some 'people, a 'great show on E'a'ster 'day, ,pbiying 
before men to 'be seen ot them.' 'That sort of ,reli'gion has 
i,ts reward here and now, hut our Lord Jesus says such 
prayers do n'Ot get to Heaven;' there is no heavenly con-
nection. ' " 

When Solomon', prayed at the dedication of the temple. 
he said" "Hear thou in heaven thy, dwelling place: and 
when 'thou hearest, forgive.'" But Jesus IChrist specifi­
cally said that those who pray for the s'a'ke, of earning 
a reIi,gious name, the ,people who go to church just to ,be 
respeCtable. the people, who observe certain religious 
forms that they, may be' acc~unt~d religious,. have H 

religion that has only a temporal valu~. 'Said he, "They 
have their re~ard." It may be of use' to them here': 'it 
will be of no use to ~h~m hereafter, '-Prayers of that sort 
are ,not heard in Heaven. 

I have known some people who were very orthod'Ox, 
make a boast of their s'pirituality. "l do not know whether 
you have seen:' it or 'not. I like' to see a man carry a 
Bible if he is not ashamed of it, hut I.<fo not' like the 

read at sea when .there was nothing reli'gious about ,it -
just read to be heard' of men. 

Not so much depends upon the form, after all. What 
our Lord said' was, "Re.inember t,hat whe~ Y0l..l 'pray, pray 

, to Him 'Who ,seeth in secret. That"is the all-important 
,thing. See that your 'Prayer gets to Heaven." 

It is possible for 'u's to :become mechanical in our re­
Jiogious duties; weary at ni'ght, to gO' through a form- of 
prayer, and never pray 'at aI:l; to read a chapter .from 
the Word of God, and not really to rea,d. It is possihle for 
us ,to !become mechanical and sU'Perticio\ll. MyeXJhortation 
to you this evening - ~and to my own soul - is to this 
effect, that everything depends. upon our conscious rela­
tion to God', that when we pray, 'we should pray to Him 
Who seeth in secret. ' 

!Do you so pray.? Do you ,know what it is to enter· into 
the closet, 'and shut the door; and when no one is there, 
and'no'one 'knows'who are praying, art,ll no one will praise 
you for praying, a secret 'between your soul and the God 
of ,heaven - doo you 'know what it is to pray after 'that 
fashion', really to talk with ;God? Remember this is 'Vhat 
He says, 'that when you prllY like that, when you 'pray/ 
after that fashion, "thy Fa,ther whichseeth in secret 
himse"lf shall reward. thee openly." Ah yes! How many 
of us are praying like that this ,evenin'g? You remember 
Montgomery's 'hymn? -

'''Prayer ms tihe S'Out'\ll sincere desire, 
Uttered', or unexpressed; 

The mati'On-oi a hid~n fire , 
Thait tremlblEis in tihe bl"elast. 

"Prayer is the burden! of a sign, ' 
/f.he f'aH[nlg of a tear, 

The upward glancing of an eye 
When n'One but God is near. 

"Prayer is -the sj,miples't f'Orm 'Of speech ' 
That infanlt 'lips ean: try; 

, p.rayer is'1Jhe sublilmest strain 
, That :reach the Ma:jes~ on: hi'gh. 

"Prayer ~s the contri,te sinner"s voice 
Returning from his ways ; 

Wlbi,[e 'angels in'their S''OnlgS rej'Oice, 
And cry, 'Beh'OId'! he prays.' 

'~Pl'ayer is 'tihe Ohrj,s'tian's v'itail breath, 
The C'hris'man's na.tive air; '. 

-His watic1iword' at i\1he gates of Death, 
He enJters heaven by p~yer. , 

!lort who takes a :aible as. big as hfmseIf,as though he "0 Thou by Whom we corne to G'Od, 
would SaY to aU the world', "I am a'very religious m'an." The Life, the 'fruth, tflhe Way. 
Some of yo,u stUdents - let me admonish you. Do not The path of prayer Thyself hast tr'Od, 
come to me, telling me you have prayed. I do not want L'Ord, tea~ us how .t'O pray." 

r 

you to--boast 'Of you,r prayers. If you really ,pray, the Let us ask Him: 
Lord' knows it. and it is not -,important whether anyont! 0 Lord our God, we wo'uld bare our souls 'before Thee, and 
else should know i,t, If He' 'knows it, your praying will remember that from Thee no secrets are hid; We thank Thee 
not be in vain~ for the mercyseat where the blood is sprinkled. We thank 

. Thee for a place'to which we may come with the assurance 
But what is it, after all, really to' pray? To read from th_at there Thou 'wilt meet with us. And that place is the 

a prayer-boo'k? Yes. you may read from a 'Prayer~book, person of Him Who died on the cross, Who rose again, and 
and really pray. I read frpm a Prayer-Book to-night: Who ascended into tieaven, Who is IIlOW on the right hand of 
the fifty-first 'Psalm is a prayer, an inspired: prayer. It, God, making intercession for us. 0, Lord;, we would fain 

'1'1 d 'd k h ' d k "'h ' reach Thee here this evening. We are poor siooers, all of us. 
WI O.US goo to ,ta ~ t ~s~ prayers,. an '. rna' e 'L em We have failed in ten thOusand ,ways; we have lived too 

,the vehIcle of our 'sQu,1 s deSIre. '.' MultItudes of people much for the approval of men; we have not always lived 
who read from a prayer-book, 'sIncerely pray. F' have, ' as in Thy sight. Oh, 'help US this evening, even 'in this ball, 
hea,rd the service of the English Church read on many ere we leave, to ent.er into the secret place of the Most High, 
occasions when I feU that I was in heaven itself. I was and .from ,this forward to ,abide un,der t~e Sihado,," , of, the, 

, ",. Almighty. ' 
able to say, Amen, and, worshIp WIth those who wor- F' '. h' th bl d gi Th' H I 
h · dl I h h 'd' d h I 'h' Id' t orglve our SJlllS; was us In e 00; ve us y 0 y, 

S Ippe.', ave ea~ It rea w en s ou JUs ~s 'Spirit, and, the assur8lllee ot Thy Holy Word ,that we have 
soon hsten to' a magpIe or a. parrot. I have heard It·- passed from death lmto life. For lesus Christ's'sake, Amen. 

, . 
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. -
Looking Ahead· to 1956 

How prone we are to overlook the 'Obvious!. Whil~ .we tri~k in 'order to attract ,people. Every day. brings. forth 
seek in far 'distant ,fields for some desu'ed obJect, ·neWs of -some new 'One which charfty:·fol'bade us.to think 

it is-finally.found in our own backyard. The story is told. would ever be employed in a church designated! as 
-of a man who had, acquired considerable riches and ibe- "Christian". !Socialists, communists, Jews, Romanists 

cause of this new-found wealth, he decide'd that he wo.uld and every other con~eivable ,kin~ of !'Ipea!t,e~ is imported. 
leave 'his home and travel across the worldl to d.iscover .. in the name of "charity": Entertainment is employed' in· 
the most 'beautiful scenery on the face of the 'globe. As the stead of the serII).on; 'book revieWs are given' for the 
he journey.ed, he ,beheld the beauty spots of the six con- edification ,of the "en'lightened modern' mind"; debate 
tinents and 'still ther.e was an inne.r dissatisfa.ction. One and forums are becoming a regu}ar feature .. 
day in his travels he met another who -had, viewed all the :Still those searchers-after-truth 'seem to be dissatisfied 
famous scenic spots of earth. Our friend, asked, this and cast about for some new plan to attract 'men to a 
felloW traveller which place appealed to him as the most church that· h~s forgotten its'lofty, d!vi~: mission. 
!beautiful. The stranger replied, that there was a mount ,What of Evangelicals? 
,in 'a certain country which transcendled 'alt. 'Other places 
in its 'beauty. The traveller stood· in aniaz~ent for the 'We are evangeticals! We much prefer the. old-fashioned 
mount which was named stood 'behind his own house! designation of Christian or the h'Onoured~name of Bap-. 

, He returned to his old dwel'ling where he lived the re- tists. Some may 'be ashamed:to be called fundamentalists 
.- mainder 'Of his life, having learned that ri'ght at hand :but we do not despise that ,name. Let men call us what 

was that for which h~ had' spent valuable .tim,e in they wiU so long as they understand by their designation 
that we stand! unreservedly upon that S,ure, foundation of 

searching. , the Word o{God, seeking to declare to all men the whoJ.e 
This little' story illustrates 'a common tendenc~ in the counsel of God. , ,_ 

wOl'k of the Lord. Much of the, tim.e of modern reUgious !While we art! evangelicals, and more particular-Iy Bap-
leaders, both mod'erqist and· evan-gelical, is s,pent in search tists, . we are not blind to some of the present faults of '~ 
of some new a'ttractive -method by which to reach men our cause. We rejoice to hear the gospe'l clearly .pre­
with their p~rticu'lar message.:, AU the, while that, this sented by- our Ibrethren and to that end pray that they 
sea,reh is in progress the ails~er is at hand in the pages may be blessed. It does se~, howeyer, that the great 
of the Word of God. lack of evangelicals lies not so _much -in the realm of 

The Modernist's Search messo"ge as that of the ,method of preaching the gospel. 
, One could haI:dly raise the voice of accusation against 

Those who have cast off the Word of ·God as the final many evangelical's as to their lack of adherence to the 
authority naturally become anarchists in religious mat- great fundamental truths of the faith but what of their 
ters. Since the Bible is no longer the guide ,as to the methods of propagating that truth? 
message or the method of religious work, modern clergy- /We aTe not numbered among those who dismiss this 
men spend much of their- time in d,ream-ing up some new question as being of no practical- concern. On the con­
message and. som~ new method of operation. We are trary, we conceiv'e it to .be of the utmost importance that 
especially warned that some new message is needed for God's WOl'1c be done in God's way. We desire to Iknow 
"the modern mind". - . with assurance 'the messa'ge- 'Of the Lord but we desire 

Liberalism has failed. The crude utteranes of a man with equal assurance to know how He desires that mes­
such as Harry -E~erson Fosdick who openly .denied -the sage to 'be taken ·to men. In the pa'ges of ·His Word we 
gospel are tpought to be in bad taste. Modern ch.u,rehmen are persuaded that He ha~ given u's this divine 'blueprint 
·therefore employ a n~w technique whereby they can ex- so that believers need. not search throu'gh !l maze of 
press Fosdick's infidelity in iI. piou's, orthodox language. methods and. thus try by trial and! error to find a "suc-
Instead of openly denying' the re,surrection of Jesus cessful" one: .' . 
Christ, or the Virgin Birth, or the fact of creation or any The present evangelical trend ,toward "entertaining 
of hundreds of other Eiblical truths, they d~lare that evangelism" is a regrettable and unscriptural' one. It 
these things occurred on a supra-historical-Ievel! (a may attract crowds I~Ut the'truth is not determined by 
politean4 inoffensive way of declari.ng that they never counting heads. It may even yield a plausihle, number of 

- ha,ppened at all). Indeed the -believer ha's more :to fear "converts" but those who have had contact with such ' 
from the modern v·ariety of pious infidelity than h~ has persons soon find either t~at other fac.tors led to the con-
to fear frOm any nqID'ber of opPonents of the gospel. version or'that the "convert" desired! a continuaI diet of 
How many churches there are -in which Christians sit entertainment, and! desIred to assume no responsibilities 
for 'Sunday 'after Sunday and hear no outright denials in the work of the Lord.. "Smart Alec" song leaders. 
of Biblical truth :but at the same time feel the lac'k of a performing horses, and the, celebrities of the world will 
note' of authority and the conspicuous absence of the ibe foundl to mock us in the great day of judgment. 
power of 'God upon-the message. No! clerical un:believers,', !Can someone tell us what is the difference between the 

, -have not yet found tb,e message which will satisfy "the . entertainment in the modernist churches which we right­
. modern mind" and'create a peace of soul. ly deplore and the entertainment in 'the evangelical 

In the search for some method that will fill the churches which has assumed such proportions even in the 
churches which their message has emptied, these present regular services and! es'peciaIly !;It '~youth meetings''-? 
day lea(Iers have certainly tried a great variety. That Frankly we can see little d.ifference save this - evangEili­
firm which boasts of fifty-seven varieties must talke a_ cals who look to the Word of God for tp.eil,· 'meSS8!ge 
poor s'econd 'P.lac~, tQ t~~e. cleri~l !'!~ter:taipez:~ .. Tp,e .shouJdi with ',equal cQnfidence look. the:re ~oi' the method 
modernist churches have resorted to every, conceivable by which that mess'~ge is to 'be presented.' p 
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The Biblical Program 

The coming year need 'brfiig no fresh and frenzied 
search for novel and!. appealing tricks with which' to win 
men" and to extend the worlk of the Lord. Let us turn 
afresh to the ·pure atmosphere of the Word of God. and 
,there find the mind of God upon these matters. 'Let us 
view the victoriou's onward ma·rch of the apostolic 

men to be reconciI'ed to God. It is our desire to see such 
'testim~mies multi'plied by the hundreds' not that men 
may receive the glory but that God may ,be .gForified 'and 
many souls saved. Reader, pause and as!k yourself -
·"Is this not the program of the Word of IGod!?" 'If it is 
the 'divine prog·ram, then what part do you "have in it? . 

churches'as they went' forth conquering 'and to conqiler .. ' . A RADI<;AL CHANGE 
The. weapons that were used in that day are the' ones "Ye must be born again."-John 3:7 .. 
that we should· use today; the principles that were ap- There must be an infinite and rad,ical change in every 
,plicable in that hour are eternal and, are applicable in all man's heart, or,he cannot come within ten thousB:nd roiI'es· 
times in the wadare of the churches. of heaven. There mq~t be an ,earthquake in his soul, 

One factor that is often overlioo'ked today i!!l that of the shaking down hi's sins, and there must 'be the trumpet- . 
'important. position of the local church. . To this institu- 'blast of Ch.rist's resurrection bringing him up from the 
tion has been committed the work of evangelism 'and depths of sin and darkness into the ,glorious 'life of. the 
teaching. All other ·interdenominational agencies and Gospel. Do you 'know why more· meli do not come to 
"larger fellowships" are uqknown in the Word. of God. Christ? It is because men are not invited that· they do 
We dare to sAy that if "an the money, time and prayers not> come. You ·get a general invitation from your 
expended in somi) of the sensational and la·rge exf:ra- . friend: ."Come round some time to my house and d.ine 

. church agencies were directed toward th~, establishment with m·e." You don't ·go. But he says, ",Come around 
of local churches, the present spiritual cond:ition of' the to-day at four o'clock, and bring you.r family, and we'll 
world' would be 'more promising. Let any unprejudiced ·dine together." 'Ana .you say, "I don't know that I have 
believer read' the Word. of God an'd note carefully the any engagement: '1 will come." "I expect you at four' 
nature and. work of the church 'and he must conclude that 'O'clock." And you 'go. The world feels it ia a gElneral 
the· -church is a local' 'assembly and! that.to it has 'been invitation to come around! some time and sit at the great 

" committed the work of the gospel. ' . Gospel feast, and brother, come to ehrist; come now'-
:With this profound conviction, The Conservative Regu- come now!" How was it that in the days of Daniel 

lar. Baptist Association of Canada approaches the wOl'k Baker and Truman Osborne, and 1i!'ettleton, so many 
of th~ coming year. We a·re committed to the work, of thousands came to JesuS?1 Because those mEm d,id nothing 
establishing vigorous, evangelistic, New Testament (Bap- else but· invite them to come. 'They spent their lifetime 
tist) ehurches in the large centres of popul'a~ion. Just uttering invitations, and they did not mince matters 
as Paul beheld the need of Ephesus, Philippi, Thessa- . either. Where ,did Joh~ .Bunyan's pHgrim &tart f.rom? 
lonica, Colosslle and! the other 'great cities, so we must Did he start from some easy, 'quiet, cozy place? oN 0; 
catch a vision of-the large cities of our land. As vigor- if you have rea,d! John Bunyan'S "PUgrim's P,rogress", 
ous churches are there establl'shed; these wi11 in turn you ,know where he started from, and that was the City 
reach out to surrounding areas tet do the work of evan- ,of Destruction, where every sinner starts from. Do 'you 
gelization. . know what Livingstone, the Scotch'minister, was preach­
. The year 19'55 saw some progress in this direction. The ing about in Scotland when three hund·red souls, und.er 

"greatest develQpment perha'Ps 'was' the establishment of one s.ermon, came to Christ?· He' was preaching about 
the Dollar-A-Month IClub. This 'simple means of finance the human heart as unclean, 'and' hard, and stony. 'Do 
will nia-ke available a large sum of money to assist the you 'know what George Whitfield was preaching about in 
new churches to erect suita'ble buildings. Members who • his· first sermon, when fifteen soul's saw the salvation of 
join the club pledge 'only on~ dollar per month which is 'God? It was this: "Ye mtist 'be born ·again." Do you 
put- in a central f1,lndi and loaned to deserving causes. !know what is the last subj~t he ever preached upon? 
The motto of -the dub e~plains its nature and emphasizes "Flee the wrath to c~me." Oh! that the Lord God would 
the far-reaching effects of you·r small donati'On - "Your come into our pulpits, and prayer-meetings', and! Chris­
Dollar Erects Churches!" Every . reader of THE GOSPEL tian Circles, and. ibring us from our fine rhetoric and 
WITNESS wouldJ be well-advised to join-the club. I profound metaphysics, and our elegant hair-spIitting, to 

The program of our pioneer chbrches is an apostolic the old-fashioned wetl of 'Gospel Invitation. , 
one - prayer, preaching, visitation and pleading with -TALMAGE 

.;..+++++++.+++++++++++++++++ ••• + ••• +.++ .... ~+ ..................................................... ++++ .......... ++++++++ 

MY COVENANT. D.OLLAR-A-MO~TH 
. - . Desiring 'to have 'a vi~al. part in tJJ.e work ~f the furtherance of'dte Gospel, 

I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be applied to dIe ChurCh Extension 
Loan Fund of The Conservative Regulat Baptist Association of Canada. This 
money will be ioaned out to deserVing causes to assist. in the erection of suitable -
places.of worship. (Matt. 28:19, 20). . 

N~ ..................................................................... : .................................................... ," .. . 
" . " 

A.ddress ................ ~ ............................... : ..... -............ : ............. ~ .................. ::: ............... . 

CLUB 

Note: Please forWard ~ne cIOll~ prompdy the' first of each month. Such consideration will save extra office wOrk:--
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• 

TORONTO '.BNP'DIIST IS~MINAiRY 

By.Dr. C. D. Cole 

Decemiber 1'51fu, 195'5 

PAUL'S PLEA FOR UNITY 
'Ph~11.ppians 1 :27-2: 1'1 

. with 'One mindi striving together for the faith of the 
gospel." The word for conversation in this epistle means 
citizenship. Paul wants -the PhHippians to live as citi­

-zens of heaven worthy of t'he gospel. He wants their 
conduct to match their creed. As Christi'ans we are on 
earth but we are registered in heaven. Ear.th is the place 
of our sojourn and labo~r. But heaven is our 'comm'On­
wealth. Like our 'soldiers on forei'gn soH we have a work 
to do here and then 'go home. During the last world war 

. one of the boys from my home town wrote me from an, 
islap.d in th'e Pacific saying that he wouldn't have the 
whole island if it were offered to him. He had no love 
for that place. He 'had no interest there. He was there 
to do a piece of work and, then come home. He was think­
ing ruboJ.lt home and family. Our soldiers furnish us wi,t'll 
good illustrations about how.we ought to feeL concerning 
this present evil world and our homeland in the skies .. 
Our soldiers while in Europe 'and A'sia amI! the islands 
of the . sea kept a connection with the homeland and 
'kept u.p communications with home. They sent letters 
and telegrams. They talked 'by telephone and· radio. 
And we ought Ito be as true to our Fatherland as the 
soldiers a·re to their earthly homeland. We talk about the 

THE scripture for our present con·sideration is an future life in heaven but ~e have a present connection 
appeal for unity. It consists of a twofold admoni- with 'heaven and'the Christian has even 'better means of 

tioneXOpl;essed in a series of exhortations. Paul is not, communication with !heaven than our soldiers had with 
sure about the outcome of his trial hut, whether he g,ets ' the earthly homeland.. We have the two-way wireless of, 
to see them or not, he wants the Philippians to present prayer and the Word. If the static is had our s~ns have 
a solid front in the defense of the 'gospel against the caused it. If we cannot 'get throulghtftt times it is' because 
adversaries. 'Strange as it is" the glad tidings will always ou·r sins have closed the way. Confes'sion will clear the 
have its enemies. The 'Offence of the cross will never atmosphere 'andi enable us to reac'h the throne of grace. 
·cease. There wiH ever be need of contending earnestly , - ' 
for the once-'d'eliveredl faith. iA little later in writing to The Law of Our Commonwealth 
Timothy, Paul! will urge upon him the willingness to ,be Now let 'us consider the laws of our commonwealth. 
a pa·rta·ker of the afflictions oHhe gospel. We live on earth but the Christian is not governed by 

The Possibility of 'Division 
. Paul is ,pleading for a united. church. He is not find~ 

in;g fault bilt !he does recognize the possi"biHty of inward 
strife and 'Contention even at Philippi. .I d'O not care, 
how strongly a church .may be united division is always 
possible: Unity is something that has to be kept and 
this requi!'es effort. In writing to the Eophesians Paul 
exhorts them to live wor.thy of thei.r heavenly' calling 
"endeavouring to -keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace". "So the apostle wants the 'Philjppians to 
standi firm against their foes and to be right minded 

,toward one another. A united church is 'a blessed thing. 
The psalmist excIaims, "Behold, 'how good' and how 

, 'Pleasant it is· for br~thren to dwell together in unity! 

earthly-Jaws. To be sure, we are to be subject to the 
powers that he but 'human laws do not regulate ou·r-lives 
as IChristians. Weare to live 'by the laws of heaven; our 
commonwealth. Human laws say nothing about' the 
duty of prayer; nothing about reading the Bib'Je, nothing 
~bout ,giving our means for the furtherance of the gos­
pel, nothing about witnessing for Christ, nothing a'bout 
loving our enemies. As citizens of heaven we are to be 
·governed by the Wordl' of God. Here is our law in a 
nutshell: "Live worthy of t'he gospel of Christ". We are I 

not to be governed by public opinion or by the customs 
of time and place. 'We need the mind Elf PauJ. when he 
wrote the 'Corinthians, "But with me it is a very small 
thin·g that I shouhL be' judged of you, or of man's judig­
ment '. . . he that jud.geth me "i"~ the Lord." When. the 
beHever is misunderstood' 'and misrepresented and harsh­
ly treated lie can al~ays lift his eyes to' the lofty. seat 
where his Emperor sits and His smile will d'ry the tears 

It is }joke the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went 
down to the slkirts of 'his !gal'ments." On the other hand, 
it is a wic'ked' and dangerous thing to disrupt tbe pe'ace 
and corru.pt the purity of a church of Jesus Christ. Paul 
.was thinking a:bout this when :he wrote the 'Corinthians 
and said, "If any man d:efHe the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is 'holy, which 
tempIe ye are." . 

'1. 

The First Admonition (1:27·30) 

Now in verses twenty-seven to thirty of this first chap,­
ter, we have' the first admonition. "Only let your con­
vers'ation be as it becometh the gospel of ,Christ: that 
whether I come and see you. or else 'he absent, I may 
hear of' your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, 

I 

I 

and vanish the frowns of men. -

The Adversaries at Philippi 
Now as Christians we must strive together for the 

f~ith of the gospel. Faith is here' used' objectively and· 
means the. contents of the gospel. The 'gospel !:tas its 
adlVersaries and they must be faced by a united church. 
The adversaries 'at Philippi could nardly have been Jews 
for there were not many Jews in that city. 'The adver-

_saries at Philippi must have ·!?een the 'same kind that 
Paul had to face, heathen adversaries who influenced the 
government a'gainst the apOstles. And the foes o~ the 
gospel must be faced in one spiri,t and with one sou!. 
This is unity -:- where there is one s·pirit· and one, so~L 
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Organic union without spir.itual unity leads" only to CO',n­
fusion and compromise. One church' in one world is a 
good thlD.'g if there is striving together for ,the faith 
O'f the gospel. But if one church in O'ne wO'rld -means 
emptying the ·gospel of its saving truths, then it is bad 
and shOUld be shunned 'and opposed. . 

Moral Courage 

"And in no,thing terrified' by yO'ur adversaries.".' The 
wO'rd terrified is used. of frightened horses: The Chris­
tian is nO't to" be like' a scared animal. . Moralcoura'ge is 
needed always and everywhere: Dr. Shields would· em­
p'hasize the' impO'rtance O'f the backbO'ne and' he would 
nO't think a string WO'uld do for'R backbone. True Chris: 
tian cO'urage when there is no visible means of protection, 
the apos.tle· says, i·s a token of 1he perdition of the 
oppositiO'n and, of the salvatiO'n O'f the Christian. 

The Twin Gifts 
"For unto you it is given -in the'behalf of Christ, not 

O'nly to' believe on 'him,: put alsO' to' suffer fO'r his sake." 
Faith in Christ 'and suffering fO'r Christ are divine gifts. 
Saving f'aith i·s the gi~t of God and a fruit O'f the Spirit. 
No sinner left to himself WO'uld ever in this world be­
lieve' on the· Lord Jesus Christ: An:d with faith comes 
suffering. Faith and suffering are twin gifts from God, 
Real· faith is nO't disturbed 'by the. bombastic oratory O'f 
a Bob IpgersO'll or @ythe' subtle reasO'nings of a Tom 
Paine. True faith can go along with Paul when he says,. 
"I knO'w whom I have believed, 'and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep '"that which I have committed unto him 
against that day." The faith that lets 'gO' ,of the gospel 
in the day O'f ·adversity. arid time of trial is nO't real 
faith. It is not the faith of God's elect. Suffering for 
Ghrist is a precious gift but there are nO't many hands. 
reaching out for it. To be_ 'a martyr for. Jesus 'Christ is 
a precious- privilege but it 'is not a.ppreciated by very 
many. 

ill. 

T.he Second Admonition (2:1-5) 

· tender. If there is any fellows'hip of the Spirit, let it be 
manifested. All believers hav~ been bO'rn of the Holy 
~pirit al).d' have ·b~en made to drink .into one Sipirit. This 

· makes ,Christians yokefellows and, comrades. The Holy 
Spirit does not divide the church O'f Christ. When the 

· ea·rly church was filled with the Spirit they had a};l things~ 
,common and were of one mind and o'f O'ne soul. If there 
ate any bowels and mercies, that iI!, if a Christian ex­
perience carries with it any pity and c.ompassion, these 

· are the t~ings needed ,by suffering saints; SO' 'bestow these 
·blessings upon them. To s~m up,· Paul is ·saying !lome­
thing like this: "Can you be a true' Christian and turn' 
dQwn my appeal? Can you have these .'Christian virtues 
and refuse to do what I ask ?" He ·wants these 'Chri'stian 
virtues to be in full and healthful eKercise towards one 
'imO'ther . ~nd' especi~H'Y in view O'f .their' 'present distress' 
when the enemy is abo~t to come in li~e a flO'od. 

The Appeal 
He ~O'W ma'kes his aWeal. "F.ulfil ye my joy,;by being 

of the same· mind, 'shO'wing mutual IO've, 'being of O'ne 
accord, and of O'ne soul.'~ He wants the. PhiUppians to' 'be 
knit tO'gether, like Jonathan and David, as one soul. In 
Acts four thirty twO' we ,read', "And the multitude' of 
them that believed' were of O'ne :beart and, of 'one soul." 
The PO'etparaplirases· ii thus: . ' .. 

"The saints were of one hea~t and soul 
And love to i-::hrist inspired the whole." 

'We talk about the ties of flesh and blood ':.but the tie O'f '. 
the blood of Jesus Christ O'ught -to' ;be stronger than any 
fleshly and earthly tie. / 

It is a serious thing for ,Christians to' be divided and to 
have different views about the Bi'ble and its external 
truths. The Bible says the same thing t~ everybO'dy and 
everybO'dy ought to' agree on what it says. The Word O'f 
God is O'bjective truth nO't some subjective opinion. The 
present divided condition o'f Christendam, is shocking and 
shO'WS that Christianity in its popular sense is not Christ. 
All church.members are .not born of the Holy Spirit fO'r 
there is fellowship in the Spirit. Paul says to the Phil­
i.ppi~ns, My joy will 'be full, my cup wiH run over 'if you' 
Philippia,ns will be. joined tO'gether in mutual love and 
d'efense of the gospel,. . . , , . . '" -. 

Now the secoridL admonition is found in the secO'nd 
cnapter verses O'ne'to fO'ur. "If there ,be "therefO're anyl 
cO'nsO'latiO'n in Christ, if any comfO'rt O'f lO've, if any fel-
lowship O'f the Spirit, if any 'bO'wels and mercies, Fulfil Hindrances to Unity . 
ye my jO'y, that ye be likemind~d, having the s'arne IO've, NO'W in verses three. ~nd· four he gives sO'me hiildrances_, 

. -being of 'one acco·rdi, O'f one mind'." This ad,monitiO'n."is to unity and follows with sO'me helps to' unity There are 
clO'sely cO'nnected with What has' gO'ne loefore and. gets qimiJrances to' unity 0'0' the O'ne hand and. there are helps 
its .cO'lO'uring frO'm what has ,been .saidabO'ut standing ~O' unity O'n the O'ther hand. "Let nO'thing be done thrO'ugh 
united against the adversa.ries ... The Philippiaris whO' '. strife O'r yainglory." This means .to' avoid party -spiri-t 

.. have to' suffer ·frO'm the O'utside, -fO'r the sake of the gO'S- . and pride, ugly twins O'f selfishness. It is selfishness that 
pel; will need frO'm their brethrEln 'an the things here leads men to contend with one another. -It is strife that 
mentiO'ned _ consO'latiO'n. O'r encouragement, sO'lace O'r causes O'ne to want to' ·put anO'ther down: It is ipride that 
comf.~l-t, .true spiritual fellO'ws'h.ip, and all that pity and wants to' put self on to'P. It is' pride that brings self 
compassiO'n can ·give. These mutua~blessings are needed irito prO'minence. Let nO'thing ·be done with strife and 
at all times but especially in ~imes of ·persecutiO'n. vainglory. Strife and l'rid:e will wreck any cliurch where 
_. they ··get a foothold: There can be no teamwol'k where 

.. The Christian Virtues th'ese two eviis exist. Vain'glory is what the self-seeker 
BefO're ma:king hi,s appeal ~aul ,prO'hes their hearts. gets when he succeeds. He 'gets glO'_ry but .it is empty 'and 

He questions their mO'tives. He: appeals to' their IChris- :holIow and disapPO'inting. For thes'e twO' diseases the 
tian expe~ience. He uses the hypO't:hetical if to enfO'rce apO'stlebrings for,th O'ne remedy, humility O'r lO'wliness of , 
PO'sitive affirmatiO'n. If there is any encO'uragement in mind/. 
Christ, let i-t :be ,known. -If there is, any cO'mfort in love,. Helps to U~ity 
let it !be ,given. Andl O'f course there is cO'mfO'rt in lO've'. kfter warning agaiI.1st hjnd;rances to' uni,ty he now 
Love is not llard and- heartless. LO've does nO't Iturn a gives helps to' unity. "In IO'wliness of mind let each 
deaf ear to th~ cry O'f the needy. ,Love does not turn the' esteem other ,better than themse};ves"/' or' as the 'Greek· 
CO'ld shoulder to' the·weeping. Love'is' compassionate a.nd has it, abO've themselves. Verses three and four should 

" ". ..' . 

I', . 
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not 'be separated. :by a period. Reading them together 
the meaning is that· in humility each 'One should consider 
other above' themselves, these each one not watching 'Out 
f~r their own things alone but also for. the things ()f. 
otl),ers. The pagans had no word for humility as 'an ethi­
cal concept. Christianity had to coin. thIs word, humility 
as an .ethical virtue. The pa'gan idea of m'anhood'-=- and 
that is the world's idea of manhood today - is self­
assertiveneps, impo·sing one's wiH on' another .. Humility' 
is a .plant that. can only 'groW' in spiri,tual soil and the 
ethical. idea of humility could not !be grasped 'by the 
pagan w()rld ... nor can' it be 'grasped by th~ modern world 
of our. times. The !Christian idea is for each' omi to con­
sider the good of others first. In a community 'where 
everybody looks up~to every;bod;y nobod,y would ·'be looked 
down on 'by anyibody. Would: that not ,be a wond!erful com­
munity to live in? Thi-s is New Testament ethics 'but 
it is hard to find in the twentieth century, even in our 
churches. Two 'students once sat on opposite sides of 
the d.iI:ling table and on the table bef()re them and 'be­
tween them was a dJis:h with two pieces of chicken on it, 

. a neck 'andi a thigh. And when ()ne of them took the 
thi'gh ·the other exclaimed, "You selfiah thing! I was 
going to take that .piece.!" Now Paul is urging 'a' 
reversal of that 'B'Ort of thing. The reversal of that is 
Christian ethics. IJe wants us .to urge the other to take 
the thi,g:h. Paul is not talking aibout :brains, talents "and 
ability. He is' not saying to u's as 'Christians to consider 
every other ··pers'On just 'because he is a Christian as 
having more brains or more ability than we ,hay~. That 
is not the idea in the passage 'before us. The idea is 
that we are not to consider our own .'fnterests ,but put 
ourselves at the 'bottom of the iist and otherS-llhove us. 

The scriptures tell us that the. fullness of the Godhead 
dwelt in Him "bodily. He Himself s'aid, "He that hath 
seen me hath 'seen the Father." The doctrine of the 
i-mmutability of God ·is sufficient to refute all t!t~ arg~- ,":' ..... ," 
ments that He ceased to be God or that He ga:ve up any 
at' His ·attributes. The eternal logos was of the divine 
essence and as such is indivisble and indestructible: If 
Christ had surrendlered His deity then God would have 
ceased to :be 'God for He was the second person in the 
divine essence, second member of the Godhead. If He 
had sur·rendered any ·single attrIbute, God' would have 
!been destroyed for it requires all·the attributes .of God 
for Him to be God. Looking over some old notes that'. 
I ,prepared! years ago I f'Ound. this statement: "Christ 
gave up the independent and unlimited exercises of the 
divine attributes." He .retainedl all' the attributes of 
deity "but He exercised them in 'a limited way ari,d under 
the will'of God'. As a perfect Man He had no will of His 
own, He had no word 'Of His own, He had no work of 

. His own. As the perfect. Man He did the Father's will . 
and He spo'ke the Father's word andl performed the WOlJk 

that th.eFather commltted unto Him: to die. As the 'p~r­
fect M'an He was absolutely 'obedient u_nto death, even 
the death of the cross. Christ had 'all the power of God 
but He never used it independently 'and without limita-' 
tions. Christ,.r,etained all the powers of 'deity but He 
sur·rendered the prerogative!\, of deity for our sakes. He 
ha,d all the power of God but He never used it for Him­
self. He went hung;y but fed the multitudes. He' be­
came poor to make others rich. 'Christ laid aside His 
heavenly' glory. He retained it but He ra·rely manifested 
it. In John seventeen five He prays .for the restoration 
of the glory that He had with the F:ather before the world. 
was. On rare occasions He'manifested the divine glory .. , 

The Supreme Exampl~ of Humility (2:5-11)' J()hn says, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
Now in verses five to eleven he gives us Christ as the among us, (and WE;! beheld his glory)." Again at Cana 

su'preme example of humility. .H is said that 'One example of 'Galilee He manifested forth His 'glory and His dis­
is' worth a dozen rules. 'Christ is the suprem'e example' ciples 'believed on Him. Luke sp'eaking ()f the trans­

. of what the' apQstle is exhorting unto. He' came n~.t. to' , figuration !!cene said that He appeared in glory, and 
consider .Himself but others. He carrie not t() be mm- spoke of His death. Again there was a flash of. His 
istered uDto :but to minister and to give' His life a ransom deity when the soldiers came to the garden to arrest 
for·~'any. Humility is voluntary self descent, self abase- . Him. At a word. from His lips these supposedly cour­
ment. Christ was no conscri'P,t .. He volunta·rily descendedageous men fell to the ground in fri'ght. But most of 
from the highest 'heights of glory to the lowest depths the time of His earthlY.sojourn He was made ~ spectacle 
of woe out' of consideration for u's in our desperate need' of shame. He was a man ·of sorrows and acquainted wIth 
of salvation. From where He was to where He went was grief. 
the distance from heaven to hell. , ~e gave up sovereignty Self-Renunciation for the Sake of Others 
wi.th all its attendant glory to become a Servant with all 
its hardships and shame. His voluntary descent 'was from 
'Sovereign"to Slave. . . 

The True Kenosis. Doctrine 
Now these verses before' us have been the subject oJ 

much debate and bitter contention. In becoming human 
in order to redeem men just what did ,Christ give up, of 
what ,did He empty Himself? He emptied Himself of 
something. There is a true ken'Osis doctrine. Now we 
can 'be sure of one thing. He did not divest Himself of 
deity. He did n'Ot empty Himself of Himself. He did not 
empty Himself. of the divine essence. . We can -be sure of 
tha·t. In essence .of 'being He remained Himsel.f. Nor did 
He· surrender any or :a11 of the 'doivin~ attributes. He 
remained the eternal God in the d:ivinees~ence and in 
the divIne attributes, the same' yesterday, and today, and 
forever. The Lord Jesus Christ was as' truly God while 
on" earth a's He was when He made the worlds. The 

. Scripture!! 'tell us·that He was God! manifest' in the.flesh. 

I _ ' 

The key passage in understanding these verses is the 
verse that says "Not looking .each of you to 'his 'own . 
thip'gs ,but each of you also to the thil!'gs of others". 
(R.V.). This self-renunciation for the 'sake of others 
finds its supreme exemplification in Christ. While exist­
ing in the 'form of God! with all the attrihutes of deity 
He came to this world not to frighten sinners with the 
flash of His 'gl()ry 'but to ·give Himself up for us in a . 
shameful death. Yes, He considered not Himself hut He 
considered, tis. 

Christ Suffered as a Person 
In·the incarnation Christ d..idl not e~;pty Himself of His 

divine nature but assu'med 'a human nature. He :becamee 

what He was n'Ot before but .1'Ost nothing of what He had 
been. He 'beca·me the God-Man, not two persons, but two 
natures ·in. the one person. Now 'Christ .suffered as a 

. person, nO.t as a, nature. . Here is another disputed point .' 
'in theology. Did. the dliviile nature suffer on Calvary or 
did only the human-nature of Christ 'suffer? That misses 
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the point by'thinking of the suffering of a nature in- What Christ Left Be1tind in His Exaltation 
stead! of the suffering of 'a person. His p~rson consisted 'Now we will have to hurrY to a concllUsion with j,l,lst 
'Of the natu·re of God ~nd ~he nature of Irul;n and ~he another word or so. What was dTopped in His exalta-

• 'God-Ml!on 'suffered. lils deity was needed In malkmg tion? What did He leave 'behind' when He left earth for 
atonement. He 'did! not make a~onement only as ~ ~~n . ,glory. It was not His human nature. He is still the God­
but as ~he God-Man. I agr~e with Luther who said" If 'Man and, will never 'be 'anything else :but the God-Man. 
I perm-lt myself to 'be p~:rsuaded that only the human He left the ,,slave's form when He Jeft earth to go back 
nat~re ~;as suffe!edi for-me, then Ohrist is .to me a poor home to·gl'ory. Wh~n the Slave's work was done His 
saviour. It was not the Lord Jesus ICh~ISt as a man human nature entered upon the full and, unlimited use, 
who saved U'S. It was the Lord Jesus Christ 'as the God- of the divine attributes. His sufferings are over and 
J,\ian. It took His deity to ~lke atonement for sinners. His gl'Ory follows: 
'Those who have 'Only the human Christ on tbe cross do ' 

.~ 

away with the efficacy of th'e cross. Christ suffered as "Man of sorrows, W'hat a name 
a ,person and His person '~U'st not be divided at Calvary. , F'Or .the Son of God, Who came 
It was by, virtue of, His being made God manifest in ~he Ruined sinners to reclaim! 
fI'esh that He could-make atonement"for us.' Hallelujah! What a Saviou{"!". , . 
AMONG TH'E CHURCHES . \ 

/ 

NEWS OF OUR SECRETARY. 
, - , 

The Secretary of The Conservative Regular Baptist Asso-
ciation of, Canada is Rev. B. R. Oatley-Willis. Although he 
has been in this positi~n for only two months, he has entered 
the work with great' zest and consecratiOll1. Just one week 
before Christmas, he received word that he had to enter 
Weston Sanitorium immediately for clrest exaPlination and 
treatment. This news came as a great surprise for him, his 
family and his many friends. • '/ 
, Word has been r~eived that all reports indicate that the 

disease has been'detected in its earliest stage Imd hence his 
confinement should not -be for too long. 'We ask that, our 
readers join in prayer ,that he may be quickly restored to 
carryon t,his import&;nt phase of the Lord's work. 

, I 

TIDINGS FROM MITCHELL SQUARE 
"And Samuei grew, and tire Lord was with him and did 

let none' of his words fall to the ground I ' 
"And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that 

Samuel was establi"hed to be a prophet of the Lord." 
(I-Sam. 3:19, 20). 

December 8th, 1955 
It is 'Our endeavour at Mitchell Square Baptist Church 

to make known the wonderful works' of the Lord, so that 
"from OrilHa to Barrie, oQntario, people will 'know that 
God ;has es'tablish~d His work at Mitchell Square." 
, During the past summer months every Friday evening 

we !gathered approximately 25-30 child,ren for Happy 
Hour. During these meetings several children .responded 
to the caU {)f the Lord. One boy aibout 8 years of .age 
came to the front of the church at the conclusio,n of one 
of the services and said very seriously, "I would iike to 

. take Jesu,s as my Saviour" - truly a soul winner's un-· 
speakably 'precious reward. One of our young .girls had 
the_heavenly privilege of leading another girl 1<> Christ. 

II just wish you could Ibe 'present at our prayer meet­
ings and hear the young ones talking to God, in prayer, 
with the older people. ' 

:An elderly, man was "accepted, in the Beloved'!. Truly 
the Lord is, longsuoffering 1<> usw~rd. Praise Him. , 
• During evangelistic and revival services last .Tune 
which were ,coriducted by Evangelist Dr. Luther A. Horn, 
a SOllthern Baptist, at least five responded to the caB of 
sur.renQering aU to their Saviour. ·Three precious, young 
people have indicated their desire to join with -us in 
H.is holy service at Mitchell Square Baptist Church. 

Our 'praise is to ·God which aI-ways cali seth us to 

WIITH THE SE,CRETARY, 

triumph in Christ over the strategems of Satan. 
As we look back through the .months of the past year 

we can only aCknowledge that we are more unprofitable 
. ser,vants; Nevertheless the foundation ,of 'God standeth 
sure and therefore 'pul'pose to make ,our lives tru'ly count, 
.for the LOM Jesus. 

"For by 'strength shall no man prevaH." (1 Sam. 2: 9). 
":aut by my ~il"it saith the Lora." (Zeeh. 4:6). _Amen. 

NORMAN DIAMOND -
MitChell ISquare Baptist Church. 

/" 

BETHANY BAPTIST ,CHURCH, HARRISTON 
.Jt is with praise in our 'hearts that' we take this oppor­

tunity to maoke known the grace of God toward our 
Church in recent months. ' 

Led, as we ,believe ,by,.the Holy Spirit, the Bethany 
Baptist 'Church continues to be a separated: testimony, 
and .rejoices that He has given us opportunity, to dis­
tri.bute a C'OPY of,the tract "Whither' Bound?~' to every 
home in our town. Fat from havin'g the harmful effect 
upon our Church which some persons predicted, we re­
joice to .report to the 'glory of God that:' 

.(1) oQur Bible ISchoo~ has more than doubled the num­
ber of attendants. 

(2) Seven persons have been added to' our local' Church, 
f{).ur by letter" one ,by experience, and two by 'baptism. 

(3) One ,person has beeri, 'baptized who has' n'Ot yet 
-been added to the Church. • '" 

(4) One man is to ,be baptized next 'Lord's Day. 
1(15) In addition to the a:t>ove, seven persons have pro­

fessed to receive Christ as'ISaviour, apart from fifteen· 
either professions in the Bible School. , 

(6) ,Congregations have, increased, and while this in­
crease is more noticeable in the morning service, we are 
encoura:gedl to believe that the eyening meeting wiI'I 'soon 
be well attended. , 

'Joyfull~ we declare that "God, hath done it, and not we 
ourselves." 'The instructions are' written in His Word, 
and,as always, He is faithful 'Who promised. We 
-preached the ,Gospel and He was with us. 'Praise Him 
Who is the Fount of every blessIng! \We 'begiIi the New 
Year believing that what we have 'witnessed is, the be­
ginning of a 'mighty movement of the Blessed Holy Spirit, 
and' more determined! than ever to ' 

, "Preach 'and ,pray and: plu'g away J!' 
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To this end we have instituted a. visi tati'On' pr!)gram, extra 
prayer, and the public ascription 'Of prais,e and: thanks t'O 
God at the meetings of the Church. 
\ 

"Praise God ·fr'Om Whom all·blessings fl'Ow; 
Praise Him, aU creatures here below: 
,Praise Him. above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, -Son, andi Holy Ghost. 

Sincerely, in tlijl Lord Jesus, 
B. W. RoWLANDSON, Pastor 

ARE YOU THINKING 'OF FULL-TIME 
GOSPEL WORK? , . 

Amo'ng the thousands .of rea:ders .who ~can the pages 
. of this issue, there_are probably s'Ome wh'O have heard 

the call of othe Lord to full-time serVice. Others, perhaps, 
'know young ·people who are contemplating training for 
the ministry, the mission field, or other 'Christian w'Ork. 
It is surel~ a great decision that one is called upon to 
make in thinking 'Of a suita'ble place of training. Such 
decisi'On.should ,be made in the light of the W'Ord of God. 

_ There are many schools and instituti'Ons tha~ make 
attractive appeals through -colorful advertising, and de­
tailed d-escripoj;ion of the admirable facilities at their dis­
posal. Not for one moment would we seek t'O d,isparage 

The Gospel Witness Semum all such schools 'Or the worlk they are doing. One insti­
The sel'Dlons. which appear weekly in 'THE 'GOSP-EL WIT- . otution, how~ver, that makes an appeal on the basis, of its 
NESS have pever'before appeared -in print. Som~ seem to adherence to the Word of God, is Toronto Baptist Sem­
'be under the impression that we are simply repeating inary. Unhesitatingly. we commend this 'school of the 
se~ons that Dr. Shiell(jJs preached and used in this paper prophets to any youn'g person, for surely the 'great c'On- • 
in the past. This' is not the case, for we have in our files .. sideration of any aspiring servant of G'Od is the attitude 
enough of· the hitherto unprinted sermons. 'Of the late of ibis·prospective place of training to the revealed c'Oun-\ 
Edit'Or to print 'One per week f'Or many more years.' sel of the Lord. 

Is it too ea·rly in the year to' be considering, a place 
ASemumbyDf'.Slade ofotrainipg? No; we invite y'Our early inquiry,,,and will 
Numbers 'Of readers have written to ask that we send you the desired information ,by return mail 
print some of the sermons of the present Pastor, Send aU communications to Toronto Baptist .semi~ary, 
Dr. H.IC. Slade. After considerable 'persuasion, Dr. 337 Jarvis .Street, Toronto 2, Ontario. 
,glade has c'Onsented t'O have some printed occa~i'On-
·ally. The fi-rst one will appear in nem week's issue 
of THE GoSPEL WITNESS. Readers will detect that 
the same ·great truths which we're exp'Ounded by 
Dr.IShields are emphasized"in the pr.esent ministry. 

. \ 

The Editors Annual Letter 
It is )lard- to believe othat an'Other GOSPEL WITNESS year 
is nearly finished. March 31st wi1'l mark the completi'On 
of the thirty-fourth year of pUblication. )u,ring the past. 
thirty..¢hree yea~s the found'er, "Dr. Shields, als'O served 
as Editor, and each· year he sent olit a letter t'O the 
family. It is. n'Ow the task of the present Ediotor t'O add.ress 
the h'Ost of readers in this way, and to present the needs 
and challenge 'Of the paper. 'Let aU our .readers 'be in 
prayer that the AnnuafLetter may be· 'greatly blessed. of 
the Lord. 

"The·Doctri.nes of Grace" 
'The fil'st' volume in THE' DR. T. T. SHIELDS' 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY would n'Ot be described as 
a ",popular" book in the sense that it is light and 
fr'Othy .. It has, however, appe8.Ied to that ·part of 
the· Christian ,public which is interested in learning 
more of the doctrines 'Of ,grace. The sale is con­
sistently 'go'Od, and numbers of books· have been 
s'Old through other Ch·ristian retail outlets. Favour­
able and. commendat'Ory reviews have appeared. in 
other periodicals. We look to a large ·'sale thr'Ough 
the years as more Christians learn of this reliable, 
scriptural, exp'Osition 'Of the fundamental truths of 
the Word of G'Od. If Y'Ou do not have 'One, 'Ord.er it 
to-day. Include an order for 'your Pastor. The cost 
is $2.50 per vplume. . 

Sunday School Lesson Topics for 19J.6 
Th~e less'On otOP,ics have been printed on a smaIl neat 
card to fit int'O one's Bible. The c'Ost 'Of these ca~~ is 
sixty cents per hund:red. They may Ibe 'Obtained from 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS office.. '".. 

THE PAST WEEK IN JARVIS STREET 
, \ 

:The· week which falls between Christmas Day and 
New Year's Day. was a 'busy 'One f'Or the poople of Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church. With'Ouot excepti'On, the regular 
meetings were 'held as usual. On Tuesday night the 
Sunday iSch'O'Ol teachers and officers met f'Or thei,r wElekIy 
sessi'On. ,On Thursday there was another family car'Ol 
service with a 'go'Od number in aottendance. Then' on 
'Saturday evening the weekly prayer meeting was' held. 

On Sunday the ·pastor preached 'at both services. In 
the evenin'g his sermon wa's "The Unchangeable 'Christ". : 
(This serm'On win 'be printed in ne~t week's issue of 
THE ,GOSPEL WITNESS). The Lord' blessedi· His W'Ord 
during the d'ay and 'One, sch'Olar publicly ac'kn'Owl'ed'ged 
faith in Christ. 

i' 
On M'Ondlily, January 2, the 'great New Year's morning 

prayer 'andl praise meeting was held. A la,rge as'sembly 
gathered. "in Greenway ,Chapel at 10.30 a.m. and remained 
there f'Or three h'Ours. There was very little 'singing f'Or 
m'Ost 'Of the time was spent in prayer and otestim'Ony. The 
presence' of the L'Ord was a rea1'ity as His pe'Ople 'gathered 
to c'Ommit themselves afresh td Him. Dr. 'Slade an­
n'Ounced that the mootfo for the year w'Ou1d be: "I can d'O 
all things' thr'Ough Christ which strengthenth me." 
(,Phil. 4: 13) . 

All were impressed iby the testimony of 'Mrs. C. J.' 
H'Olman wh'O spoke of her c'Onversion 77 years a'g'O and of 
the fact that she had not mi'ssed. a New Year's Meeting 
at Jarvis Street f'Or 62 years. Her testim'Ony was one 'Of 
praise t'O 'God! f'Or all His benefits during her pilgrimage. 
Others, to'O, sp'O'ke of His faithfulness and His, hand 'Of 
blessing during 1"955. , 

-Greetings were received fr'Om Hi'ghgate R'Oad Baptist 
Church, L'ond()n, England, and its pastor, Dr. John Wil­
m'Ot. From N~.mes, F,rance, came the hearty greeting of 
Dr. R'ObertDu,barry and t'he church 'there. 
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By C. A. Davis 

I CHANCE:D om~ day to enter the 'Court of Conscience, 
, ' where I witnessed the trial of a 'notorious prisoner, 

,Godless WorldlYman.' The court was ,occupied in every 
corner' with a crowd of thoughts and~ memories, who 
looked on and approved, or condemned as the trial' pro-

, ,ceeded. (·Rom. 11 :15). The judge was th€re seated' on 
the bench;' at the table bef()re him sat' the recorder' and 
'the ~leader E'mmanuel; on either side were ranged tlie 
officers of the court. Conviction had charge of- the pris-' 

.oner, 'and the executioner Justice stood sword in hand. 
IV{ orld1yman 'being placed. I1It the bar the clerk ,read the 

"indictment, to the effect that the prisoner hadl 'bro'ken the 
~ laws of the iking, had withdrawn' himself from his ser­

viee, entertained tlie king's enemies, and, had induced 
others to do the like. The prisoner 'pleaded not guiItv ; 

and the fudge ordered'that-the witnesses should be caIl~d. 
,First came those 'on' the prisoner's side ... Lightheart' 

stepped into the 'box and said the prisoner was an ex­
cellent and harmless man, -had committed neither theft 

,nor ,riiur4e~, haq never done harm to anyone,. and was, 
, acknowledged to wea,r a respectable character; that his 
, motto 'had been a short 'life ann- a merry one, that every 
one '~ust sow his wild oats, and no sensihle man would 
condemn a little harmless mirth. 
, 'Lightheart stepped down and the next witness was, 
called. His name was' Neverprofess. He said, as to the, 

I charge against the prisoner of having thrown off his 
allegiance to the king, H was beside the mark, 'f()r he' 

I had ,never made any profession of allegiance; 'he did not 
see how ~e couIc:)J-be blamed for not doing what he never 

. professed to do. 'The judge remarked that this only rpade 
th~ p~isoner's guilt the greater. 

The next wi,tness was ,Longface, whose evidenc~ was 
to the effect that the prisoner lived in ,Hypocrite Alley, 

,not many doors from himself: that 'he was a ,good mlm, 
never known to sruile; had, always :been 'grave, demure, 
solemn; and- the man who could pick a hole in his char­
'aoter must 'be, of a than'kless disposition indeed. The 
ju'd!ge said this witnes's and Lightheart did,not a:gree, and 
that a gloomy m'anner d,id ,not make a,good man. 

'Formalist was the next witness. 'The prisoner was 
weI1 'knQwn to him ;' he had-always' been regular ,in church­
'going, he went through the mud, he closed his eyes dur­
ing prayer. He read a chapter every'day, he never went 
to l:>ed without first kneeling, and when he .rose he knelt 
again unles's he had overslept himself. ,A" man so re­
ligious he was sure could never be .proved guilty of the 

,charges l~i-d a'gainst him. The jud'ge said,' "They ,draw 
near to me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me.~' . 

.The next witne!,s was named Charity .. "He tE\l!tiffed 
that WorldIyman ha~ "been known to 'give his 'Old iboots 
and cast-off clothes to the poor, that his name 'might 'be 
seeri in large letters in -many SUbscription lists, and he 
believed that thou'gh he had acted' impl'udently in a few 
trifling matters, as they said, the 'judge -would in ,con-

. sideration. of'his' charitable disposition, and, reniem'bering 
that charity covers a multitude of sins, acquit him. To 

, which the judge said, "lCha·rity. hides' from a ,man the 
'. faults of his friend', but almsgiving does not concea'I a 

man's sins' from God:'! 

.The witnesses on 'the other side 'were then cal;led: Th~· 
. first· -Homepiety. who ·had, nothing 'good to 'say of ·the 
prisoner. Fon,nalist"Osaid he, had' described him as a 
demure and! saintly man; but this was the mask 'he wore 
a'broad; at home'the mask. was laid aside. It was said 
o,f h'im that he was a saint abroad and a devil at home, 
and this was true. He had constantly broken the fifth 

. commandment. " '-.. -. . 
;Honest 'came next. He said, the' prisoner was accus· 

tomed, to chal"lge more ,than the true value for his goods, 
that he was always ready to take"an unjust advantage, 
that his .wei'ghts and measures were false, So that thpugh 
he mig}lt I].ever have ,pic'ked pockets and prowled as a rob· 
'ber, he, was guilty of ;brea'king,th'e eighth law of :the 
kin'g. , 

Next Hatenot was called. ' He said the prisoner had 
indulged in ha1;red and malevolent pa~sions, that 'he had­
wished those who displeased ~im dead and lying in the 
grave, and this ,came 'unde'r sentence of the law book. 
"Wllo'soever hateth his 'brother is a mu'rderer." ,- " -

Holyd;:ty ,next appeared and- said, that the' choicest 
means of 'grace had been misused- by the prisoner, that 
he had considered! God's worship a' weariness and had 
snuffed' at it, that he had 'a:bused' the gos'pel, had, made 
holy -things an occasion of more 'sin, and:,had broken thus 
the fourth commandment. -. 

Purespeech hore witness that the prisoner had indulged 
in blasphemy, 'in cursing and sw.e.aring, and in ta·king 
'God,'s name in vain, fo,r ~n which 'he would. not :be held 
·guiltles's. 

ICleanheartsaid he :had fostered, impure imaginations" 
'and thou'gh he'"ventured not upon the sins themselves, 
yet the delighting in this impurity of heart was' ,the 
'breach of the seventh commandment. . 

Last came i.ove-God. He said, "My Lord, had the 
prisoner been innocent of these things he could not' be 
'acquitted-; for the' first and,' ,great commandment has 
never been fulfiIIedi iby him. 'Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy 'God with all thy heart and with ali thy mind and 
with all thy souhnd with all thy strength.''' , 

The prisoner was asked if he had 'anythin'g to say. He 
'blushed and wept, and when he could control 'his' grief 
he cried with si'ghs: "'My Lord, I,am 'guilty. Every word 
of the accusation' is true, a!ld, ,more. 'I have broken the 
laws and: re1:>eI1ed against God.' I am undone and deserve ' ' 
to die; hut,.o my Lord, mercy! I cry mercy." 

. 'The jud'ge assumed the ,black. cap, arid "said, '''The so~l 
, that sinneth, it 'shall die._ Justi~e, take the prisoner." 

"When Justice lai'd hold of the prisoner, the' pleader 
, Emmanuel rose, and: said,"Stay thy sword.'" He turned 

to the judge, an'!f said', '''Pity. the p:r;isoner and spa,re him." 
The judge replied, "The law knows no pity." Emmanuel 
I;!po'ke again: "My Fa,ther, the prisoner is thy, creature, 
made in thine image, my heart yearns towara-s him. I 
cannot see him die. 'Let. the 'sword of Justice enter 'into 
my soul. I wi1I die fOI: the sinner; my life' shaH go ' for 
his." " ". , ' ,-' 
. ,The Court was struck with deep silence. ' ,Th,e prisoner 

stood amazed, his eyes riveted on the'prince, for,'he could 
see rio one else. The resHooked at the judge, wondering 
what course things' would now talke. ' 

, , 

" 
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The judge rose and add-res sed the prisoner. "Since '~Of course He did! He died 150 you could be God's, 
thou art tried and found ,gu"iIty, sentence is passed on chi'ld and 'go to heaven when yOu die. One of the verses­
thee: but the 'SOn has offered his life fur thine. Be it so. I am iearning 'is John 3: 16, 'For 'Goo so loved the world' -
I accept the substitute; Die, 0 Emmanuel, "and thou, that means you, -Don 'that whosoever', you again,_DoD 
o sinner, live." ~be1ieveth in h'im should not perish,- but :have everlasting 

A burst 'of e~otion sounded throu'gh the Court. ,The life'." 
iiivine prince rose and delivered himself to -the execu- ''Well, 'I 'know that I've done t-hings that are W,rOng. 
tioner, and was led to death. ' People in the circus HlCe Dad' -swear, 'you 'know? Can 

As for the prisoner, I l1ave 'since heard that 'he is a Jesus help JQe?," . -
-"Of course he_can!" Jerry -answered._- , 

new man, that he can.think of none -but E'mmanuel, that ~n suddenly felt very happy and he-said eagerly to 
'. he often weeps in secret at the memory 'Of him, and - ' 

that there is nOt a man on earth who has so great a love Jel'ry, "Oh, Jel!ry, ~ere can I 'get a Book -like that? 
, . '" . I want to read !it so I can ,believe on Him too." " ' 

'as he for the prmce who bled and died on hiS 'behalf. " ~'Come to my house after' sehool, Don. 'MQther can 
And I am not surprised. tell you more a'bout -the Bi/ble than, I can. Believing in 

~The Sword and Trowel 

DON FINDS A NEW BOOK ' 

By Martha Inez Johnson 
"But these are' written,- that ye mi'ght believe 

that Jesus ,is ,the -Ghrist, the ISon 'of God; and 
that -believing ye 'm~ght ,have 'life 'through His 
name" (John 20:31). 

, IDon warehed Jerry -as 'he took frOom his desk' a big 
b'lack leather-lb-ound 'book., Don n-ad! never befOore seen 
a book like that. He' wondered wha,t Jerry~was doing 
with it. He was sure Jerry hadn't taken it from the 
library. He was very curious. Jerry was ,reading very -
intently. He read a little while and then 'he looked up 
and stared 'ahead of him. IThen he bent his 'h-ead to read 
again. 

!At recess 'time Don walked over to Jerry, and talked 
to him. '~Say, what was the ,book you were read'ing this 
mOorning when you finished your arit~metic?" ' 

"That was my Bible. ' Woe are learning four verses 
eaC!h week for :Sunday school, and when Miss Kent said 
we cOu'ld read anything -we liked when our wOl'lk was 
fin'i-shed, I -thought I'd memorize my verses." '_ 

Don was puzzled. He never went to .sunday schoooJ. 
He -didn't e.ven know what it was. Mother and: Daddy 
were circus people and they never stayed very IOong in 
one town. He had never seen a Bible-before. 
" "'What 'kind Oof book is it?" he asked J erTy. -1 

Jerry opened ,his eyes wide. '''You -mean you don't 
_ know what's in -th'e Bi,ble?" he exclaimed. 

"Oh, I've heam 'kids say you .swear' on a stack of 
, 'B'ibles, and 'I 'knOW'll. Bi:ble is 't'he Book a minister reads­

from, ibut I've never 'been to chu,rc'h. My folks don't go. 
They never -have time. 'I d-idn't know jUst anyone could 
have a Bi;ble. What's it about ?," 
I Jer.ry replied, ":Oh, it's aU aboutGO'd, and how He 
created the world 'and what happened to His people. 
Thai's in the .old Testament. In the New Testament it 
tells mostly about J es~s. -It tells how He was born and 
What He did when, He 'grew up. And of course it tells 
how He died for us and rO'se aga'in from the dead. Then 
it tells about Paul and b!is missionary journeys. It tel'ls 
you h'Ow you ought to .Jiive." 

Don Hst~ned eagerly. "It does?", he asked. "It does? 
And no one told me -aJbout it? No one wid Dad, and 
Mother-? Well, tell me more. You :said, 'Jesus died for 
us.' ~e did,n't die fOor m~, did, He ?;" 

"-

-the Bible 'and :belonging to the Lord Jesus- -rea:lly makes, 
'a fellow happy, 'Don.' 'I'm ,glad I 'brou'ght my -Bible to 
school today." -

Don nodded happHy. '~.so _am I!" 
-Christian Youth 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Volume 20 First Quarter Lesson 3 January 15, 1956 

OLIVE L. CLARK, 'Ph.D. (Tor.) 

JESUS REJECTED IN THE NAZARE'f.H SYNAGOGUE 
(;esson Text: Luke 4 :16-3,0. - _ ' 
Golden Text: "And he said, Verily I say unto you, No ,prophet 

is aooepted in his OIWoIl! country.'·~uke-4 :24. " 
I. The Gracious Words of Christ: verses 16-22. 

The V'ili'alge of Nazareth was' chosen !by Ithe 'Lord iflo ibe the 
home of -the Saviour; !here 'He spenrt !His early days '(M'a:tt. 
2:2~;. Luke 2:89, 51). ',Later, Cwpernau,m became the centre 

-cif .H!is -activities (lMaItt. 4:13). Two visits to Nazareth aTe 
recorded: as haVing mken: pl'ace after Christ commeneed His 
public ministry; 1lhis one and, a sUibsequenJt 0llJe (!l4att. 13 :54-
58; Mark 6:1--6). On -hatih OIC'casions ,~e was Il"ejected be-
cause ,of the unb~1e!f of the people; _ 

'Christ lWent i~o tihe syn8lgQgue on the salblbatih day, "as 
hlis custom was". we are not to fors'ake the !P\lIblic aBISeombly 
of Ithe sa:illllts, "as Ithe manner of some is" (Acts 16:13; Heb. -
lQ:25). The Lord's Day ds to be observed' 'as a !hO'ly day of 
'WorShip, rest and meddtatilOn. _ 

It was the cuBtOm in the synagogues to permit visitors to 
!'ead' from lIhe s's.cred scrol'l's of 1lhe Scriptu;re and to speak 
11;0 -the congregation. On this occasion une S'Cl'oll containing 
the 'Book of IsaiaJb was handed to 1lhe iSa,vliour. How many 
passages in tba/t 'Wondel'ful !boak of proplhecy the Saviour, 
m!i'ght have ci,teId as referring to !Himself I He clhose a pass­
alge flElia. 61:1, 2) 'W'hi'ch Should llrave, convinced the people 
Ithat He :was indeed the .Messiah for Wlbose 'Coming they !had 
waited. - _ ' 

The ISpirit of the Lol'd reSted upon Him in -a mighty way 
(Luke 3:22; 4:1, 14). He 'Was HilIDSe'lf 'lJhe -AnOointed' One, 
iflhe -Messiah, ad by the Fatiher -to preach tihe Gospel; and 
not merely to preach the good tidoing'S Of salvation, -hut also 
ithroUigh H~s" spatless 'lIfe'as ISon of 'Man and His vicarious 
death as the iSon cif God to make Sla:lvation from mn possJilble. 
His minlistry was ito !be ~one of relief and mercy to all m8llll­
kind'; He came to IbriDig spirltlral 'healing; deliveran'Ce and 
light, as iliustraJtedi 'by Ithe miracles He pel'formed in the 
phys'ica'l readm. 'On 1lbIaIt very -day ltihe Scriptures read in 
their hearing were beLng !fulfilled.. -

Christ 'Was indeed: procladmin;g "the aleCepta:ble year ,of the 
Lord," the era Of grace dU'riDig W!hi¢h ttime oaft~ who Iw'm be­
Ueve may 'COme and be 8JCCepted, 'On '!ilie ground of 1lhe re­
demptive work of Christ ,(2 Cor .. 6:2). 'Our SaViour diid not 
quote ifJhe second pomon ~ the pass~ge in Isaiah (Iu. 61:2), 
''the day of 'VeDigeanoee of OU'l" God",' since tlhat pa.r!t of the 
proPhecy reifel'S, Dot to the day of 'grace !but to 1lhe day of 

:Wl'8(tih and jud!glJnenlt, not;·11;0 ibhe Lord's first advent, bu.t ,to 
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H~'s 'Second advent, when alI IWho ~e ndt received! Him as 
Saviour must meet Him as Judge. 

DoU!btless the syoIll8Jgogue in Nazareth was crowded on 
that day (verse 14), and it is not sur:p~sing that· every eye 
Should ,be Ifasltened lWOn Him as 'He read ;the 'Scriptures 'Con­
cerning Himself ('Luke- 24:27, 32; 44, 45). What an oppor­
-tunity lJhe worshippers in Nazare'iili were affotded that day! 
And yet, 'stnce the Word of (;Qd is IiV'ing 'and potWet.ful, and 
since the Holy Slpirit, Ibhe Author of the Word', is ever ready 
to iI[umina'lie ltihe s8JCred p8Jge and to inspire OUI" Ihearts, we, 

'too, may listen to lJhe -GOSipeil message as _it comes to us 
d:irectly from the Lord (Neh. 8:8; Acts 10:33; 1 Thess. 1:5; 
2:13; 1 Pet. 1:25). . 

The people wondered at tjhe gra'Cious word'S, or the words 
oif gr8JCe, which Christ ,was' ulttering. But they l09ked Uipon 
Him wi:iJh natuml eyes, and 'saw no Ibeauty tn Ilfim (Isa. 53:2; 
Ma:tlt. 13:55-58). Thei,rmindls' and: lheartS were prejudiced 
8Jgainst. 'Him. They were i)ooking for the 'MesSiah to come in 
g'l'Orious power and maj'es:ty, while He was reading of Him-
self as the l'Owly servant of J eh'Ovah. . 
.II. The Evil Actions of tloo People: verses ·23-30. '. 

The O'bjectioru; of iIilie .people to the readilllg arid to ,tihe . 
3IP'Plication were two-fold. FiTS't, they iiInlplied that He Him-

. sel'f was dn need, Ihem:e without poiWer to act as a prophet. 
He seemed to Ibe 8J8 a physician wlho ishimsellf Hl. More­
over, He was to 'them none atlher iIlhan 1Jhe Jesus of Nazareth 
whom.they. knew and who had: 'lived' in iliheir midst (Matt. 

. 13:55; J'ohn 1:45, 46.). lSecond'ly, they said: that 'He 'was 
offering no proof df Hds cl'aims. Let Him demonstrate His 
power, if He h.ad any, as He was reported to have dlone tn 
CaJPernaum (verse 14; M8J1lt.12:38, 39; JoIhn 2:18). 

The very person'S who slioul~ have ~n the fil'S't to Ibeli.eve 
upon Christ were among the first to ,reject' His message and 
to repudiate His Divine cl'aims; "He came 'IllIIto his own, bu't 
!his own received' him n¢" (JOhn 1:11). A prophet Of the 
Lord was in their inid'st, but· their eyes were /bUnded Iby theiT 
unibeHef (M'att. 13:14, 15)." . 

As ,the people df N az'are'th were fuiIing. to profit Iby :the 

, . 
ministry of the Savtiour, so did the majority .i,n, Israel pass 
up !the .. 'Opp'Ortunity of biessilllg in the days 'Of Elijalh ,the 
Prop'het,' when just the one widow who recognized him a'S 
'the man dfi God cared' for h~m and ·rec_e'ived her only 's'On 
restored to Hie, after he had d'ied ('1 ;Kdngs ~7:8-24). I,n 
like manner t1he many lepers in 'Israel in the time of Elisha 
vhe ,Prophet remained in their hopeless condition, \Whereas 
only one had faith to believe the Word of God as 'Cornveyed 
to them :throu,gIh 'the prophet (2 Kings 5:1-14). 

In 'anger lbeca'UlSe Christ numlbered' Himself among the 
. prophet'S. and 'H~s hearers among the prophet-rejectors, the 

audience rose up 'Out of Ithe s'Yl1!8:gogue and drove Him 
'tilirol,lgh lJhe streets to the brow at ·the cliff to cast Him 
d·owill. But His hour IhOO not yet c'Ome, and He escaJPed fr'Om \ 
'tlteiT h'ands (John 2:4; 7':30; 8:20). . . 

Let the tragedy of Nazareth Ibe a warnilllg to 'al!l lin our 
day who refuse to acCept the is-aviour: How solemn and 
serious it is to reject the mess8Jge of God (Heb.2:1-3)! The 
Lord in mercy offers pardon and peace to sinful men, but so 
f~w ·wiH hellll'lkenr to !His ,gr8JCiaus oIffer. Ul'Ige the sc'holars 
to 'accept IW'ith 'humH'ity 'and 'gratitude iIlhe loving ca!lq ,of the 
Saviollr (,Isa. '55:1~3; ll\I'att. 11:2$-30; Rev. 3:20;' 22:1'7). 

Daily Bible Readings 
Dec. 9-lBoyhood of 'Christ' at Nazareth ............ ILuke 2:39-52 
Dec. 1O--JPMI~p and Jesus of N azareth ~.... .... ... .... John 1 :43"51 
Dec. 11--A ,Second Vlis1t to Nazareth ................ Matt. 1'3 :54-58 
Dec .. 12-Jesus of Nazareth Passeth By ............ !LU'ke 18:3'5-43 
Dec. 13--1Ohri'Slt Rejected iby His .own ...................... John 1:9-1'4 
Dec. 14-Ohrist Rejected Iby His Brethren ............ John 7:1-13 
Dec. l'5:;--'C'hrist.tbe 'Prophet Re'Ceived ' ................ M'~tt. 10:32-~2 

Suggested Hymns 
Wlhat mean thIs e8Jger, a.nxi'OUS thl'long.1 
'Sweet is the work. 
'Sinners J'esus will ,receive. 
Pleasan,t are Thy courts above. 
How pleased arid blest IW8S I! /' 
Almost persW!;d8!i. 

'-. 
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