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- COUNTLESS BLESSINGS

N THE midst of every clrcumstance of life, it is well
to pause and contemplate the good hand of ‘God. How
seldom do we stop to remember His blessings upon us.
In the hour of rejoicing or triumph we are too occupied
with Julbllatmn to stop and recall the merciful dealing of
God. ‘Then in the routine of life with neither an excess
of sorrow nor of joy we tend to feel that there is little
for which we can thank Him and so save our praise for
imagined better days. Finally, in the hour of sorrow
and disappointment, we are so much occupied with our
own lot that we cannot think of the Lord except to in-
quire why such calamities should befall us.

The writer of the*book of Lamentations found himself.

in a sad state and in the midst of his despondency he was
brought so low that he came near to blaming the Lord
for these.calamities. Sounder judgment and more seri-
ous contemplation, however, brought him to- his senses
so that}le was led to declare:

It is 'of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, be-

cause his compassions fail not.

They are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness.

The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I
tlopemhun (Lam. 3:22-24).

I

Truly with this Biblical writer we can first of 2ll thank
God for His 'gracious dealings in keeping us from danger
and harm — “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed.” Even in the midst of the most dire circum-
stance and the ‘most critical illness, we do well to con-
template what He has kept from us and is ‘still keeping
from us. Only when we cross to the better land w111 we
fully comprehend the numberless dangers that would
have consumed us if the Lord had not staved them off.
- This is obviously true even with regard to physical
preservation. Daily we experience close deliverances al-
though we may be only occasionally aware of the proxim-
ity of disaster. Just d-uring the past few weeks the
writer had one such experience which he passes on to
his readers in order to cause them 4o pause and meditate
upon similar happemngs in their own lives, As I walked
along Gerrard Street by the ‘church I.heard a dull roar
and beheld a sheet of ice and snow crash upon the side-

[y

walk not more than elght yards in front of me. In think-
ing of this seemingly trivial océurrenge, I realized that |
there was sufficient weight in that mass of snow to

‘eritically injure the one upon whom it fel. How often

do similar dangers, known and unknown, hover around
all of us! If we are in the hand of God, He graciously
staves them off until that hour when we are called to be
with- Him.

Then, too, in the spiritual realm we have so much cause
to thank Him because He preserves us from the many
dangers that seek to.destroy the soul. Some of the more
apparent of these are the scores of cults which seek to
pervert the Word of God,, dishonour the Lord Jesus
Christ and daiin men’s souls. Whenever we. sée men en-
meshed in the snares of Russellism, Romanism or Chris-
tian Science, we cannot but thank God that He has pre-
served us from 'bemg consumed by such that would de-
vour the unwary.

Yea, when we behold some fellow man overtaken in a
crime that blackens ‘his own character and dlsgraces his
family, we must pause to thank the Lord that in mercy °
He has held 6ff this monster from us. The grace of God
will lead us not to boast of any merit in ourselves but
must cause us to ascribe to Him the praise for His
shielding - us from  the spiritual and physical dangers
which lurk around us.

’ T | )

WNext the writer praises God for blessings bestowed—
“They are new every morning: great is'thy faithfulness.”
The fact that His hand kept many perils. from bothering
us would be sufficient cause for eternal thanksgiving
but the Word of ‘God and experience declare that He
positively showers us with blessings untold. From His
hand we have received all. _

‘Nor is there a monotony about 'God’s dealing- with us
for He is nof limited in the scope of His operations —
“they are NEW every morning”. Just as there are no
two snowflakes exactly alike so too He deals with no two
persons in exactly the same way. Indeed He deals with
no person in exactly the same way on two successive days.
He is a God of wonders who, however does continually
deal faithfully. :
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is dull and routine.
leaves that impression by his actions, attitude or words
for truly the Christian life is an adventure of the first

order with continual surpnses as a.faithful God provides
His mercy is unchanging but His.

in ‘'unlooked for ways.
ways are forever new. -

The believer must join w1th the Biblical writer in de-
claring — “Great is thy': falthfulness ” Here words

would fail us as we contemplate His never fail_irrg mercy.

With sadness we must -confess that there have been
times that we have faltered jn our trust but still He
provides in love.
but not so the word and falthfulness of our God.

. HI. . .

. The greatest cause-of -our thanksgiving even in the
_midst of trouble is yet to be related. 'Whilewe are grate-
ful to God for His hand which holds off danger and faith-
fully provxdes for our needs, our greatest cause of
praise is this — “The Lord is my portion.”

. How careful we must be that we allow nothing to
occupy the place of God in our hearts. As surely as it is

idolatry to worshlp another god in the’place of the living'

and true God, so is it idolatry to place anything even the
mercies of 'God in His stead.

Perhaps in our consideration- and t'han-ksgwmg for
the “things which -He has given or the dangers He has
. withheld, we have neglected to praise Him for Himself!
How personal is this thought — “The Lord is my por-
tion.” Reader, has He dealt graclously with you? “Yes,”
you say, “He has and I am grateful for all His mercies.”

That is well; but are you grateful for Him? Do you .

personally know Him with an intimaecy which could

prompt you to describe Him as mine?
" After all, true religion consists not in outward cere-
mony or even spoken thanksgiving but mward possession
of a Person. — “The Lord is my portion.” If you lack
this personal knowledge of the presence of 'God, rest not
until you have a sense of His abiding presence. No one
can truly declare that the Lord.is his portion unless He
has looked in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ who is the
brightness of God’s glory and the express image of His
person. A dying Saviour on the cross in my place en-
ables me to boldly affirm that though a sinner, still on
the basis of ‘Another’s substitutionary death—"“The Lord
18 my portion.”

Believers, too, must be reminded of this fact for rt is
“easy to be misled into thinking that ‘our spiritual life is
at high ebb. because we are performing outward duties
when in reahty these very duties have pushed Him aside.
Our boast is not in duties but in Hzm who is our portion.

Even those who are sorely tried can whisper this con-
- Solation.
*  still the tried Christian rests upon thls foundation truth -

—*“The Lord is my portlon " ‘s

When all Thy mercies, 0' my God,

My rising soul surveys, ;

Transported with the view, I'm lost

In wonder, love, and praise.

0 how shall words, with equal warmth

The gratitude declare

That glows within my ravished heart?

But Thou canst read it there. ;

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts - , °
My daily thanks employ;

3 ’

Some object to the Christian life on the basis that it |
It is'‘regrettable if any Christian -

The word of men may be unreliablé _

s Divide Thy words no more,

When calamity. strikes. and .all seems black,

‘@lw %uspel ﬁﬂxtmzs
ﬁrntexiant Ahimmte

[ ¢ . @ \

FOUNDER AND FIRST EDITOR—Dr. T. T. Shiskds
.. (Edior 1922- I'SS) .

- Publmhed every 'I‘hursda for the. propagatxon .of the - |-
Evangelical principles of the Protestant  Reforination
and in defence of the faith once delivered to the Saints.

- $3.00 Per Year, Postpaid to any address. 10c. Per Single Copy.
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Dr. H. C. Slade, Pastor, Jarvis Street Baptist Church

. e - _

- EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:
Leslle K. Tarr, B.A.

ASSOCIATE EDITORS:
Dr. C. D. Cole

Olive L. Clark, Ph.D. (Ter.)
S.S. Lessons and Exchanges

"l am not ashamed of the -gospol of Christ."—Romans 1:16.
: °
Address Correspondenco

THE GOSPEL, WITNESS

130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 -
Telephone WAInut 1-7415 '
Reglsforod Cable Address:

\

Canada’

Jarwitsem, Conada

'Nor is the least a cheerful heart
That tastes these gifts with joy.

When worn with sickness, oft hast Thou
With health renewed my face;

And, when in sins and sorrows sunk, -
Revived my soul with grace. i >

Through every period of my life
Thy goodness I'll pui‘sue, ’
- And after death, in distant worlds,

- The | glonous ‘theme renew. e

When nature fails, and day and night

"My ever-grateful heart, O Lord,
‘Thy mercy _s‘hall adore.

A NEW ‘PATRON SAINT AND A SUGGES’I‘ION'
A Reuters dispatch of January 1 from Rome informs -

us that “the Pope today” declared the "Apostle. Matthew. .

to bé the. .patron saint of accountants and bookkeepers.
Matthew was the apostle who gave up tax collectmg to

*. “follow Christ.”

Since “His Holiness” feels that edch occupatxon and
profession 'must have a patron saint, we suggest that
next year he name the unrepentant thief as the patron
saint of burglars, pickpockets and religious racketeers.
Already a step in that general direction has been made
in Kingston, O'ntgrio, where the- Roman Church near the

.penitentiary is called “The Church of the Good Thief”!

To what lengths w1]l Romamsm go in its travesty on
the gospel‘h ) .
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The Jarvis Street Pulpit

Artificial Religion ‘and Its Reward

A Sermon by

/T. T. Shields

Preached in Massey Hall Toronto, Sunday Evenmg, April 16th, 1939 o
(Stenographically Reported) .

“Verily I say unlto you, They have their reward.”—Matthew 6:2. .

HE same words are repeated in the fifth verse, and
again in the sixteenth.” The first instance has to
do. with those who do their alms before men; the second,
" those who pray that they may be seen and heard of nien;
and the third, those who fast that they may appear unto
men to fast. Of each of these exercises and those who
perform them,. our Lord said, “Verily I say unto you,
They have their reward.”

You will remember that the Lord Jesus said, “I am
.the truth.” Before Pilate He broke His silence to say,
“To this end was I born, and for this purpose came I
into the world; that I might bear witness to the truth.”
The Lord Jesus came to tell the world the truth, to strip
from our human lives the cloak of seeming, and every

sort of artificiality, and to reveal the heart of ‘things."

You will recall that He foungd that ministry most un-
popular, for He said, “Now ye seek to kill me, a man
that hast told you the truth.” -

‘The fact is, men do not. hke to hear the truth. They
prefer 4o live in a world of delusions; for life is very
largely made up of shams. - You see it in every walk of
life. I heard of an eccentricBaptist preacher some years
ago — he had gone home to glory before my time, but
I knew his family. Once while preaching he was in-

veighing against the forms of deceit and artificiality

.which characterise human life; and in order to em-
phasize it he said, “And I declare it is even in the pulpit”
— and then he took off his wig! Rather a strange way
of emphasizing the truth. But how people love to appear
other than they- -really are. What with the ‘rouge and
lip-stick and all the other “beauty aids”, you do not know
who you:are meeting nowadays — whether the lady may
be classed as a pretty maid, or properlv denommated a
grandmother.

But that is characteristic of life in general. I say,

Every sort of artificiality is.used by men to disguise the
truth, but T say, sooner-or later, we have to face these
things; -and the revelation of God in Christ is des1gned to
show us the truth, things as they really are. “Ye 'shall
know the truth,” 'sald the Lord Jesus, “and the truth shall
make you free.”

The patient’s relatives said to the physician, “Do not -

tell him the truth. We will keep it from him as long
as we can.’
not getting the truth. At-last something happened that

-made it necessary for him to be told. For'a while he

was_greatly distressed; afterward hé_cheered.up, and
someone said, “You are a little more cheerful to-day?”
“Yes; now I know, the worst, I know what is before me,
and all that misgiving is. gone. ‘I am facing the facts
now, and am preparing myself for it.”

Oh that we.could be wise and face the facts of life!
" Oh that we could see things as they really are! So did
“our Lord design in thi's sermon on the mount to tell
people the truth. It was .in connection with this sermon
that His hearers first observed that He taught them’
“as one having authority, and not as_the seribes.” The
truth, inherently, possesses authority, and it is well that
we should hear the truth. _

In the instances I have brought to your attention this
evening, our Lord spea-ks of three forms of religious
exercise, three expressions of life that are artificial: the
man who does his rlghteousnesses before men, who gives
alms to be seen of men, that he may get glory of men;
the man who prays to be heard of men; the man who
fasts that he may earn a reputation for sanctity. In
all these things the Lord says there is an element of
hypocrlsy, an element of insincerity; then with biting
irony He declares that such people have their reward.
Let us look into these cases, and see what is involved

people do not like to hear the truth. “They do not like - with this mordant saying of the Master.

to hear it even from their doctor. Important as it is
that the patient should know the worst, he does not want
. the doctor to tell him, and tries to postpone the evil, day.
But the fact is, that sooner or later we are all compelled
to face the realities of life. The counterfeit is at last
discovered. The mask falls from the face, and all the
disguises fail to cover up the truth.

The revelation of God in Christ was designed to strip
away from life all the coverings. We used to use the
word a 'great deal during-the ;Great War, camouflage.
I have seen it at sea. Looking through my glasses I
could not tell whichi way the ship was going, north or
south, east or west. Its funnels were so"disguised that it
looked as though it was going in the opposite diréction.

s I.

- )

There are forms of religion that are concerned with
human estimation. “Take heéd that ye do not your
righteousness” — as it is properly in the first verse of
this chapter — “before men”. There is a seeking to

- keep up an appearance of rlghteousness before men. Our

Lord uses an ugly word — ugly in our understandmg
of it — and bids His disciples, “Be not as the hypocrites.”

A hyprocite is really an actor, one who plays a part, who
_assumes a character that is not his own, one who spends
himself in certain forms of stage play for other people’s
observation. The admonition of our Lord is that we’
should not-be mere players on the stage of life, that we

The man had secret misgivings that he was _.

!
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should not ass{lm\. attitudes or characters which have no
“part, no relation, to our own natures, that are foreign
to us. He bids us not to put on religious airs, and
pretend to be what we are not. “Do not your righteous-
nesses before men; be not content with a religion of

_externals, a religion of outward form, a religion that
depends for its value upon -the exa]tatlon and approval
of short-sighted men.”

‘There- are forms of religion that are nothing better
than that: they are forms. They do nof belong to the
nature of the man; they do not affect his daily conduct;
-they are not even skin deep — they are outward only,
artificial. .

There are forms of benevolence which are exerciséd
for .the sake .of human approbation, the giving of alms
as unto men. How much of life is lived in the fear of
men! How men and women are brought into bondage

in a thousand ways by their desire to keep up with some-

standard of values which men have set up.

In the days when motor-cars were uncommon, and few
and far between, a friend picked- me up one day, and
as we were going along he: apologized_for\wha-t he called
his “old bus”. It was really an expensive car as cars
were valued in that day. When he said that, I said,
“And when did your neighbour buy a new one?”’ “How
did you know?” “Is not that true?”’ He said, “Yes, but
T do not see how you knew.” “I did not, but I knew
that was the reason for your remark. You just want to
keep up with-someone else.” _

So in a ‘thousand ways we become slaves to cirecum-
stances, slaves to artificial standards of conduct in all

realms of life; and men busy themselves playing a part.

- They play at rehglon even in their giving.-I have seen
people give to the collection hke that. I was asked one
day by a newspaper reporter if we get very many but-
tons in our collection. He said, “I am told there are a
great many people who use counterfeit coins and buttons
at church.” Why do they % Simply that they may appear
to men to be giving when they are not. I have seen men
who give but little secretly to the Lord’s work, who would
give largely to some publlc charity that would.be widely
advertised.

I was in a man’s offlce one day when a lady came in
to solicit a contribution for something, I forget what it
was. He received her quite courteously, and said, “Cer-
tainly, certainly, we shall have o give to that.” He took
a cheque-book from a drawer, filled one in, and handed
'it to her politely, and said he was pleased to make a
contribution to so worthy an object. She thanked him

profusely and -withdrew. After she was gone he pushed

the ‘cheque-book into the drawer, slammed it ‘shut, and

- said, “That is just an imposition, a sheer outrage.” The
man had not given a cent. He was not benefited by his
act. He gave only because he was supposed to give.

‘There are people who, in all their seeming ministry to
the poor, to charitable objects of one sort and another, are
without-any pure motive. They are not actuated by com-
passion for those who.are in need, but merely that they
may receive glory of' men. What a poor business that is!
I do not care what the form of religion is, the religion
that is exploited, whose duties are observed merely for
the sake of human approval, is in the class which our
Lord so roundly condemned.

T have in mind now — I have been. in Toronrto a good
while — a certain man. If he éver denounced evil, I

. T
never heard of it. If he ever stood for/tprmclple, his

stand has escaped my observation, a man of compromise, -

a ‘mian who has sacrificed principle to pohcy, and con-
viction to expediency. I have studied him for years, and
he is a man of great prominence. He has obtained prom-

inence — as you always will, if you live affer that ,

fashion. . |

Our Lord says that those who live for human approval,
are likely to get it; those whose religion seeks glory of
men are likely to be glorified by men, and He said in
effect, “They are welcome to their reward. Verlly I
say unto you, They have their reward.”

Let us not forget that there is a life that bears no
relation to God. There is a life that may be lived with-
out divine approval, without divine sanction of any sort.
There is nothing reserved as a reward for such a life.
Those who live for this world may “get on”, you may
get a fair share of it — but that is all you will get. Cur
Lord says there is no record of that written to that man’s
credit in the bodks in the Sky. There is no prize laid
up in heaven, no “well done” awaiting a life of that sort.
Such reward as such a life merits belongs to the realm
of the temporal. Men receive it here; they-have it now
— 'they have no other. What sort of religion is yours?
There is another way of living, in the sight of God.
There is a divine appr-oval He measures a man’s right-

eousness, and his alms-giving, and. all that he does. He -

may be a man who does not appear to be-of any conse-
duence to men, but he lives his life before God Who
seeth ih secret; He says, “If men do .not reward you, if
they take no cognizance of the little things you do, if

they pass you by, never mind. Your father which seeth -
, in secret shall reward you openly.”

What a multitude of people there are whom the world
has never noticed, whose names are never inscribed upon
any honour-roll, but who, as 51mp1e disciples doing the
will of God from the heart, give the cup of cold water,
ministering in one way or another as unto God — the
mother with her children, the Christian wife to her hus-
band, the employee working for an unjust master, who
says, “I do not get much wages, but I am working for

a4 Master in heaven: The divine Timekeeper will keep

my time. He will appraise my services. I am living for
a pay-day by and by.” ‘General Booth, the old General,
General W1111am Booth, onée said, “All my officers are
high-salary men”, and after a ; moment'%s pause, continued,

“payment deferred" Ah yes, payment deferred! If you‘

are ‘going to be a high-salary man, if you are going to
have a heavenly reward, you will probably have to wait
for your pay for a.little while.

II. .

There is another word ‘here. There is a kind of sacri-
ficial life, a religious observance, which has no relation
whatever to God. There are some fasts observed that
they may be seen of men. Perhaps this is not quite so
common as the other manifestations of the same spirit,

but said our Lord, “There are some who appear sad of '

countenance before men. They disfigure their faces, they
make a show of their sacrificial spirit, in order that
they may appear unto men to fast.”” In principle, it
means that form of religion that prides itself in giving
up things, in doing without things. There are forms of
religious pride that are very obnoxious to men, and still
more abominable in the sight of God. There is a legiti-
mate place for sacrifice in the Christian religion — of
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that more in a moment. But there are éome people who
parade their abstentions.

‘One summer some years ago I went away on a holi-
day, and a friend of mine supplied -my pulpit. Before
my return he wrote me a letter telling me of his experi-
ences on the ,days he had been in my pulpit.. He said he
had generally enjoyed ministering to my people, but he
said there was one brother who seemed to be a little
hard of hearing, “I judged so,” he said, “because he sat

" in the front seat. He had a very long face, and a very

sad countenance. He impressed me as a man who suf-
fered severe pains induced by his religion.” He did not
tell me his name: he did not need to. He always sat in
church as though he wanted everyone to believe this is
an awful. world. i

'We have a brother here — although he has not been
with ds for some time, he is out of the Province just
now. He is a good man. in"many ways. When praying
he has a favourite phrase that he always uses; he speaks

of “this dark and evil world in which our lot is cast.”..

One day he ‘told us he could not understand how any
Christian could find anything in this “dark and ev11

‘world” at which to laugh.

I have told you of another lugubrious brother of whom
I heard. He is not with us now, has gone to glory. I
heard Deacon Greenway and someone else in the.room
next to my vestry. They were laughing most heartily.
This young-octogenarian whom we recognize and love as
Deacon \Greenway said to the other man, “Oh well, when
I am forbidden to laugh, I want to go to heaven; T want
to be through.” 1 did not know what they were talking
about, but I called in and said, “Amen! What is all this
about?” In the prayer meeting there was a brother who
solemnly prayed that the Pastor might be restrained
this evening from saying anything that would make the
people laugh. I do not know, but I think we possibly
had a little merriment that Sunday evening. Mr.
Spurgeon once said, when mpeople complained of his
humour, “If only they knew how much I restrain, they
would forgive me the little that escapes!” ‘Why not?
If we must forego certain things as {Christians, why
should we make an ado about it? Why should we pull.
long faces, and attempt to get some credit for the things
we give up, as ‘Christians? Why disfigure your faces, and
look as though it were about the most miserable thing
in the world to be a Christian? I have no sympathy with
that type of religion. I believe it is dishonouring. to
God; it is contrary to the Word of God.

I remember some years ago 1 was Pastor of a little
church in which was a brother who got up one evening
and delivered himself of a tirade against smokers -and
smoking. He almost frothed at the mouth; he was bit-
ter. He .was'a 'good man, and when the meeting was
over T went to him and said, “Deacon, you know very
well that I do not smoke, that I have no use for tobacco.
If I had my way I would burn it” — not like some of
you burn it, but in some other way It makes people,. m_
nine cases out of ten; utterly selfish.

TLet me turn aside a minute. I was in London, Eng-
land, some years ago; seated at a restaurant table. The
room was crowded, and there was nothlng for me to do
but sit at a table that was already occupied in part by
a young woman. She was partly through her meal when
I began. There were places for four at the table, and
a little later two other ladies came and occupled the re-
maining seats. I was the only man! We were at three

stages in our meal: the .young lady was first, I-was

-gsecond, the other two weré third. Naturally, she got

through first, Then she took out a cigarette case, selected
a cigarette, tapped it on the table in orthodox style, and,
turning to the ladies, said, “Do you mind if I smoke?”

.What could they say? They said, “No.” But she did not

ask me! As a matter of fact, I did mind. I did not
enjoy the rest*of my dinner in clouds of smoke — but I
was not asked. Ninety-nine smokers out of one hundred
forget there are other people alive. I am not going to
inveigh against it. We are not saved by not smoking,
nor condemned and lost for smoking. The religion of
Christ - does not consist in these externals. However,
back to my story. That is a little extra, on the side!
This good man berated everybody who smoked, and
I said to him, “I have no brief for the smoker. I wish
people would not smoke, but did you ever smoke?” “Yes,
I tried it once.” “It made you sick?’ “It certainly did.”

“You sounded to-night as though you had .not got over

it yet! Let me tell you, you will never do any good with
that kind of thing. Furthermore, much as I dislike it,

_if there must be any smoking done around here, I would
rather have people smoke tobacco than their tempers as

you did to-night. That sort of thing does not recommend
the religion of the Lord Jesus.’ -

If there are certain things that, as a matter of prin-
ciple and conviction, that you have nothing to do with,
certain things from which you refrainido it cheerfully,
but do not disfigure your faces that you may “appear
unto men to fast”. Do not be miserable yourself, and
make everyone else misérable around you. That is not a
religion that commends itself to other people.- There is
a place for abstinence from things that are evil. I said
just now that I do not consider that a man i§ saved or
lost by abstaining from the use of tobacco or by using it.
I hate liquor, yet I would not dare fo say that a man
is not a iIChristian because he drinks, or that a man who
abstains from a glass is necessarily a saved man. So
far as I am concerned, I cannot touch either, as a Chris-
tian. To me;-it would be a sin; because I might lead
someone else- astray. Therefore I will have nothing to
do with it.

But I am not going to pull a long ‘face about it. I do
not see why we should disfigure our faces. I do not go
to the theatre: I do not want to. But even if I did want
to, I would not go; for the sake of my example — but I
would be happy about it. That is the teaching of the
Word of ©od. Let your sacrificial life be a secret one;
let us live before God, and for His sake say, “I will not
do this, I will not touch that; I will not go here, 1 will
refrain frem going there. But I will not make a parade
of it, and say, ‘Glory be to me, I do not do this or the
other thing.’” Let all that be before God.

. And my dear friends, if it be so that you can say, as
did the Apostle Paul, “I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet not.I, but-Christ liveth in me: andthe

-life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of

the ‘Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me”,
let it so be. By all means, let us know something of the .
subjective power of the cross of Christ as well as its
objective value. Let it crucify us; let it put the flesh,
with all its motions, to death; let ‘us have done with
these things of the world — 'but do not make a religion
of your sacrifices. Do not’ parade them. When you have
done it all,” anoint your head, and.wash your face, that
you may appear not unto men to fast.
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There -is 'a way of being héppy without these things,
and if we know the secret of fellowship with God, if

indeed Christ “be formed.in us the hope. of glory”, if .

Jesus Christ is in us,” some of His glory will shine in
our countenances, and we shall learn how to bring glad-
-ness into other lives. The true. Christian. ought to be
the happiest, merriest soul. Let us live our lives before
‘Him, and “thy Father which seeth .in secret himself
‘shall reward thee openly.” But there is no reward for
those who thus set théir course to win human &pproval.

- III .

There is a distinctively religious life, a life of prayer

and of praise, that may be but-a sham and humbug.
Prayers that are prayed, not to 'God, but to men. There-
- fore our Lord said, “When thou prayest thou shalt not
be as the hytpocrxtes are: for they love'to pray standing
in the_ synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that
they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They
have their reward.” ' '

“How much religious pomp there is! How 'much of show
in much of religious profession to-day! I saw some
photograrphs last week of certain people of prommence
“arriving at church — going to church on Easter Day.

- These people may have had-no responsibility for it —
I hope they had riot — but the mere fact that the photo-

graph was taken showed the estimation of religion _ma'de‘

by some people, a great show on Easter day, praying
before men to be seen of them. That sort of religion has
its reward here and now, but our Lord Jesus says such
prayers do not get to Heaven;-there is no heavenly con-
nection.

When Solomon’ prayed at the dedlcatlon of the temple,
he said, “Hear thou in heave_n thy. dwelling place: and
when -thou hearest, forgive.” But Jesus (Christ specxfl-
cally said that those who pray for the sake of earning
a religious name, the people who go to church just to be
respectable, the people.who observe certain religious

forms that they -msdy be' accounted religious, have a °

religion that has only a temporal value ‘Said he, “They
have their reward.” It may be of use to them here: it
will be of no use to them hereafter -Prayers of that sort
are not heard in Heaven. s

I have known some people who were very orthodox.
make a boast of their spirituality. I do not know whether
you have seen" it or not. I like to see a man carry a
Bible if he is not ashamed of it, but I.do not-like the
sort who takes a Bible as. big as himself, as though he
would say to all the world, “I am a very religious man.”
Some of you students — let me admonish you. Do not
come to me, telling me you have prayed. I do not want
you to-boast of your prajers If you really pray, thke

Lord knows it, and it is not-important whether anyone .

else should know it. If He knows it, your praying will
not be in vain._

But what is it, after all, really to pray? To read from
a prayer-book? Yes, you may read from a prayer-book,
and really pray. I read from a Prayer-Book to-night:

the fifty-first Psalm is a prayer, an inspired: prayer. It.

will do us good to take these prayers, and make them
-the vehicle of our soul’s desire.-: Multitudes of people
who read from a prayer-book, s_mcerely pray.
heard the service of the English Church read on many
occasions when I felt that I was in heaven itself. T was
able to say, Amen, and worship with those who wor-
shipped: I have heard it_read when I should just as
soon listen tor a magpié or a parrot.

.to Him Who seeth in secret.

I have. -

I have heard it-- passed from death unto life.

read at sea when there was nothing relnglous about it —
just read to be heard of men. .

Not so much depends upon the form, after all. What
our Lord said was, “Remember that when you pray, pray
That-is the all-important
thing. See that your prayer gets to Heaven.”

It is possible for-us to become mechanical in our re-
ligious duties; weary at night, to go through a form- of
prayer, and never pray at all; to read a chapter from
the Word of God, and not really to read. It is possible for
us to become mechanical and supérficial. My exhortation
to you this evening — ‘and to my own soul — is to this
effect, that everything depends. upon our conscious rela-
tion to ‘God, that when we pray, we should pray t6 Him -
Who seeth in secret.

Do you so pray? Do you know what 1t is to enter. into
the closet and shut the door; and when no one is there,
and'no-one knows- who are praying, and no one will praise
you for praying, a secret between your soul and the God
of heaven — do you know what it is to pray after ‘that
fashion, really to talk with God? Remember this 1s what
He says, ‘that when you pray liké that, when you pray-
after that fashion, ‘“thy Father which seeth in secret
himself shall reward.-thee openly.” Ah yes! How many
of us are praying like that this evemng" You remember
Montgomery’s hymn? —

“Prayer fis the soul’s sincere desire,
Uttered, or unexpressed;
The motion-of a hidden fire .
- That trembles in the breast.

“Prayer is the burden of a sign, -
The falling of a tear,
The upward glancing of an eye
When none but God is near.

“Prayer is the simplest form of speech
Tha’t infant lips can try; . .
Prayer is the sublimest strain -
- That reach the Majesty on high. -

“Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice
Returning from his ways; )
While angels intheir songs reJmce,
And cry, ‘Behold! he prays.’ R

“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
The Chrigtian’s native air; v
‘His watichword at the gates of Death, .
- ‘He enters heaven by prayer. . '

“0O Thou by Whom we come to God, {
The Life, the Truth, the Way, - .
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod,
Lord, teach us how to pray.”

Let us ask Him:

O Lord our God, we would bare our souls before Thee, and
remember that from Thee no secrets are hid. We thank Thee
for the mercyseat where the blood is sprinkled. We thank
Thee for a place to which we may come with the assurance
that there Thou wilt meét with us. And that place is the
person of Him Who died on the cross, Who rose again, and
Who ascended into heaven, Who is mow on the right hand of
God, making intercession for us. O- Lord,xwe would fain
reach Thee here this evening. We are poor sinners, all of us.
We have failed in ten thousand ways; we have lived too
much for the approval of men; we have not always lived
as in Thy sight. Oh, lelp us thls evening, even in this hall,
ere we leave, to enter into the secret place of the Most ngh
and from .this forward to ‘abide under the shadow .of the
Almighty.

Forgive our sins; wash us in the blood give us Thy Holy.
" Spirit, and the assurance of Thy Holy Word -that we have
For Jesus Christ’s sake, Amen
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Looking Ahead to 1'—956

‘OW prone we are to overlook the obvious! While we
seek in far "distant fields for some desired object,

it is-finally found in our own backyard. The story is told

—of a man who had acquired considerable riches and be-

- happened at all).

cause of this new-found wealth, he decided that he would

leave his home and travel across the world to discover .

the most beautiful scenery on the face of the globe. As
he journeyed, he beheld the beauty spots of the six con-
tinents and 'still there was an inner dissatisfaction. One
day in his travels he met another who had viewed all the
famous scenic spots of earth. ‘Our friend asked this
fellow traveller which place appealed to him as the most
beautiful. The stranger replied that there was a mount
in a_certain country which transcended all.other places
in its beauty. The traveller stood in amazement for the
mount which was named stood behind his own hotise!

He returned to his old dwelling where he lived the re-

mainder of his life, having learned that right at hand
was that for which he had spent valuable -time in
searching.

This little story illustrates a common tendency m the
work of the Lord. Much of the.time of modern religious
leaders, both modernist and evangelical, is spent in search
of some new, attractive method by which to reach men
with their particular message.: All the-while that. this
séarch is in progress the answer is at hand in the pages
of the Word of God. )

The Modermsts Search

‘Those who have cast off the Word of God as the final
authority naturally become anarchists in religious mat-
ters. Since the Bible is no longer the guide as to the
message or the method of religious work, modern clergy-
men spend much of their- time in dreaming up some new
message and some new method of operatlon We are
especially warned that some new message is needed for
“the modern mind”. .

Liberalism has failed. The crude utteranes of a man
such as Harry -Emerson Fosdick who openly .denied the
gospel are thought to be in bad taste. Modern churchmen
therefore employ a new techmque whereby they can ex-
press Fosdick’s infidelity in a pious, orthodox language.
Instead of openly denying "the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, or the Virgin Birth, or the fact of creation or any
of hundreds of other Biblical truths, they declare that
these things occurred on a supra-historical-level! (a
polite and inoffensive way of declaring that they mnever
Indeed the believer has more to fear
from the modern variety of pious infidelity than he has
to fear from any number of opponents of the gospel.
How many churches there are in which Christians sit
for ‘Sunday after Sunday and hear no outright denials
of Biblical truth but at the same time feel the lack of a

" note of authority and the conspicuous absence of the

-

. poor Second mplace ‘to these clerical entertainers.

power of ‘God upon the message.

modern mind” and create a peace of soul.

In the search for some method that will fill the
churches which their message has emptied, these present
day leaders have certainly tried a great variety. That
firm which boasts of fifty-seven varieties must take a
The
modernist churclies have resorted to every conceivable

No! clerical unbelievers .
have not yet found the message which will satisfy “the -

trlok in order to attract people. Every day.brings.forth

‘news of -some new one which charity forbade us.to think

would ever be employed in a chorch designated as
“Christian”. Socialists, communists, Jews, Romanists

and every other conceivable kind of speaker is 1mported .
Entertamment is employed in.

in the name of “charity”:
the stead of the sermon; book reviews are given-for the
edification of the “enhghtened modern mind”; debate
and forums are becoming a regular feature. -

'Still those searchers- after-truth seem to be dxssatlsfled

and cast about for some new plan to attract men to a

church that has forgotten its lofty, divine mission.

. What of Evangelicals?
_We are evangelicals! We much prefer the old-fashioned

designation of Christian or the honoured-name of Bap-.

tists. Some may be ashamed to be called fundamentalists
but we do not despise that name. Let men call us what
they will so long as they understand by their designation
that we stand unreservedly upon that sure foundation of
the Word of God, seeking to declare to all men the whole
counsel of God.

While we are evangelicals, and more partlcularly Bap-
tists, we are not blind to some of the present faults of
our cause. We rejoice to hear the gospel clearly pre-
sented by our brethren and to that end pray that they
may be blessed. It does seem, however, that the great
lack of evangelicals lies not so much in the realm of
message as that of the method of preaching the gospel.
One could hardly raise the voice of accusation against
many evangelicals as to their lack of adherence to the
great fundamental truths of the faith but what of their
methods of propagating that truth? :

We are not numbered among those who dismiss this
question as being of no practical concern. On the con-
trary, we conceive it to be of the utmost importance that
God’s work be done in God’s way. We desire to know
with assurance the message of the Lord but we desire
with equal assurance to know how He desires that mes-
sage to be taken to men. In the pages of -His Word we
are persuaded that He has given us this divine blueprint
so that believers need not search through a maze of
methods and thus try by trial andl error to find a “suc-
cessful” one:

‘The presenfb evangehcal trend toward “entertammg
evangelism” is a regrettable and unscriptural one. It

may attract crowds but the:truth is not determined by .

counting heads. It may even yield a plausible -number of
“converts” but those who have had contact with such
persons soon find either that other factors led to the con-
version or that the “convert” desired a continual diet of
entertainment. and desired to assume no responsibilities
in the work of the Lord. “Smart Alec” song leaders.
performing horses, and the, celebrities of the world will
be found to mock us in the great day of judgment.

ICan someone tell us what is the difference between the
entertainment in the modernist churches which we right-
ly deplore and the entertainment in the evangelical
churches which has assumed such proportions even in the
regular services and especially at “youth meetings”?
Frankly we can see little difference save this — evangeli-
cals who look to the Word of God for their message

should with equal confidence look there for the method

by which that message is to be presented.

i
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‘The Biblical Program

The coming year need bring no fresh and frenzied
search for novel and appealing tricks with which to win
men”and to extend the work of the Lord. Let us turn
afresh to the pure atmosphere of the Word of God and
there find the mind of God upon these matters. Let us
view the wvictorious onward march of the apostolic

churchés'as they went forth conquerm-g and to conguer. .

The weapons that were used in that day are the ones -

that we should use today; the principles that were ap-
iplicable in that hour are eternal and are applicable in all
times in the warfare of the chiirches.

iOne faétor that is often overlooked today is that of the
important position of the local church. .To this institu-
tion has been committed the work of evangelism and
teaching. All other interdenominational agencies and
“larger fellowships” are unknown in the Word of God.
We dare to sdy that if all the money, time and prayers
expended in some of the sensational and large extra-

-church agencies were directed toward the, establishment

of local churches, the present spiritual condition of the
world would be more promising. Let any unprejudiced

believer read the Word of God and note carefully the

nature and work of the church and he must conclude that
the church is a local assembly and that 1)o it has been
committed the work of the gospel.

With this profound conviction, The Conservative Regu-
lar B\aptist Association of Canada approaches the work
of the coming year. We are committed to the work of
establishing vigorous, evangelistic, New Testament (Bap-
tist) churches in the large centres of population. Just
as Paul beheld the need of Ephesus, Philippi, Thessa-
lonica, Colossae and the other great cities, so we must
catch a vision of-the large cities of our -Iand. As vigor-
ous churches are there established; these will in turn
reach out to surrounding areas to do the work of evan-
gelization.

The year 1955 saw some progress in this d1rectlon The

“greatest development perhaps was the establishment of

the Dollar-A-Month Club. This simple means of finance
will miake available a large sum of money to assist the
new churches to erect suitable buildings. Members who
join the club pledge only one dollar per month which is

- put- in a central fund and loaned to deserving causes.

The motto of the club explaing its nature and emphasizes
the far-reaching effects of your small donation — “Your
Dollar Erects Churches!” Every'read:er of THE GOSPEL
WITNESS would be well-advised to join-the club.

The program of our ploneer chiirches is an apostolic
one — prayer, preachmg, v1sltatlon and pleadnng with

friend:

.either,

men to be reconciled to God. It is our desire to see such

testimonies multiplied by the hundreds not that men .
may receive the glory but that God may be glorified and
many souls saved. Reader, pause and ask yourself —
“Is this not the program of the Word of God?”’ 'If it is -
the divine program, then what part do you have in it?-

- A RADICAL CHANGE
“Ye must be born again.”—John 3:7.

There must be an infinite and radical change in every
man’s heart, or he cannot come within ten thousand miles-
of heaven. There must be an,earthquake in his soul,
shaking down his sins, and there must be the trumpet-
blast of Christ’s resurrection 'brmgmg him up from the
depths of sin and darkness into the glorious life ofs the
Gospel. Do you know why more men do not come to
Christ? It is because men are not invited that they do
not come. You get a general invitation from your
{Come round some time to my house and dine
with me.” You don’t go. But he says, “Come around -
to-day at four o’clock, and bring your famiiy, and we’ll
dine togethér.” ‘And you say, “I don’t know that I have
any engagement: I will come.” “I expect you at four’
o’clock.” And you gé. The world feels it is a general
invitation to come around some time and sit at the great
Gospel feast, and brother, come to Ghrist; come now —
come now!” How was it that in the days of Daniel
Baker and Truman Osborne, and Nettleton, so many
thousands came to Jesus? Because those men did nothing
else but invite them to come. 'They spent their lifetime
uttering invitations, and they did not mince matters
‘Where did John Bunyan’s pilgrim start from?
Did he start from some easy, quiet, cozy place? No;
if you have read John Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress
you know where he started from, and that was the Ctty

_of Destruction, where every sinner starts from. Do you

know what Livingstone, the Scotch-minister, was preach-
ing about in Scotland when three hundred souls, under
one sermon, came to !Christ? He was preaching about
the human heart as unclean, and hard, and stony. Do
you know what George Whitfield was preachmg about in
his-first sermon, when fifteen souls saw the salvation of
God? It was this: “Ye must be born’ again.” Do you
know what is the last subject he ever préached upon ?
“Flee the wrath to come.” ‘Oh! that the Lord God would
come into our pulpits, and prayer-meetings, and Chris-
tian circles, and bring us from our fine rhetoric and
profound metaphysics, and our elegant hair-splitting, to
the old-fashioned well of '‘Gospel Invitation.

' ’ : —TALMAGE

*MWWWWWWWW*MW********

MY COVENANT

DOLLAR-A-MONTH cLus

- Desiring to have -a vital part in the work of the furtherance of the Gospel,
I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be applied to the Church Extension
Loan Fund of The Conservative Regulaf Baptist Association of Canada. This
money will be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erection of suitable -

places- of worship. (Matt. 28:19, 20).
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TWELFTH LECTURE
in the \
ENIGlIJISlH BIBLE OOURSE

- TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY
' By Dr.C.D, Cole = ot '
‘ December 15th, 1955
PAUL’S PLEA FOR UNITY
Philippians 1:27-2:11

THE scripture for our present consideration is an
appeal for umty It consists of a twofold admoni-
tion expressed in a series of exhortations. Paul is not.

sure about the outcome of his trial but, whether he gets .

to see them or not, he wants the Philippians to present
a solid front in the defense of the gospel against the
adversaries. ‘Strange as it is, the glad tidings will always
have its enemies. The offence of the cross will never

‘cease. There will ever be need of contending earnestly

for the once-delivered faith. ‘A little later in writing to
Timothy, Paul -will urge upon him the willingness to be
a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel.

The Possibility of Division
‘Paul is pleading for a united church. He is not find-
ing fault but he does recognize the possibility of inward

strife and contention even at Philippi. I do not care.

how strongly a church .may be united division is always
possible. Unity is something that has to.be kept and
this requires effort. In writing to the Ephesians Paul
exhorts them to live worthy of their leavenly calling
“endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace”. So the apostle wants the Philjppians to
stand firm against their foes and to he right minded

_toward one another. A united church is a blessed thing.

The psalmist exclaims, “Behold, how good and how

. pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran

. down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went

down fo the skirts of his garments.” On ‘the other hand,
it is a wicked and dangerous thing to disrupt the peace
and corrupt the purity of a church of Jesus Christ. Paul

Was thinking about this when he wrote the ‘Corinthians

and said, “If any man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy, for the temple of God is holy, whlch
temple ye are.’
. 1.
s . The First Admonition (1:27-30)

Now in verses twenty-seven to thirty of this first chap-
ter, we have the first admonition. “Only let your con-
versation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that
whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may
hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,

" “with one mind striving together for the faith of the

gospel.” The word for conversation in this epistle means
citizenship. Paul wants the Philippians to live as citi-
zens of heaven worthy of the gospel. He wants their
conduct to match their creed. As Christians we are on
earth but we are registered in heaven. Earth is the place
of our sojourn and labour. But heaven is our common-
wealth, Like our soldiers on foreign soil we have a work
to do here and then go home. During the last world war

“one of the boys from my home town wrote me from an.

island in the Pacific saying that he wouldn’t have the
whole island if it were offered to him. He had no love
for that place. He had no interest there. He was there
to do a piece of work and then come home. He was think-
ing about home and family. Our soldiers furnish us with
good illustrations about how.we ought to feel concerning
this present evil world and our homeland in the skies. -
Our soldiers while in Europe and Asia and the islands

of the sea kept a connection with the homeland and
kept up communications with home. They sent letters
and telegrams. They talked by telephone and radio.
And we ought to be as true to our Fatherland as the
soldiers are to their earthly homeland. We talk about the
future life in heaven but we have a present connection
with heaven and'the Christian has even bétter means of
communication with heavén than our soldiers had with
the earthly homeland. We have the two-way wireless of .
prayer and the Word. If the static is bad our sins have
caused it. If we cannot get through%t times it is because
our sins have closed the way. Confession will clear the
atmosphere and enable us to reach the throne of grace.

’i‘he Law of Our Commonwealth

Now let us consider the laws of our commonwealth.
We live on éarth but the ‘Christian is not governed by
earthly laws. To be sure, we are to be subject to the
powers that be but-human laws do not regulate our-lives
ag (Christians. We are to live by the laws of heaven! our
commonwealth. Human laws say nothing about the
duty of prayer; nothing about reading the Bible, nothing
about giving our mears for the furtherance of the gos-
pel, nothing about witnessing for Christ, nothing about
loving our enemies. As citizens of heaven we are to be
governed by the Word: of God. Here is our law in a
nutshell: “Live worthy of the gos'pel of Christ”. We are
not to be governed by public opinion or by the customis
of time and place. We need the mind of Paul when he
wrote the ‘Corinthians, “But with me it is a very small
thing that I should be- judged of you, or of man’s judg-
ment., . . he that judgeth me is the Lord.” When the
ibe1|iever is misunderstood and misrepresented and harsh-
ly treated he can always lift his eyes to the lofty seat
where his Emperor sits and His smile will dry the tears
and vanish the frowns of men.

The Adversaries at Philippi

Now as 'Christians we must strive together for the
faith of the gospel. Faith is here used’ obJectwely and -
means the contents of the gospel. The gospel has its
adversaries and they must be faced by a united church.
The adversaries at Philippi could hardly have been Jews
for there were not many Jews in that city. The adver-

_saries at Philippi must have been the 'same kind that

Paul had to face, heathen adversaries who influenced the
government against the apostles. And the foes of the
gospel must be faced in one spirit and with one soul. .
This is unity — where there is one spirit'and one soul,

N
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Organic union without spiritual unity leads only to con-
fusion and compro'mlse One church' in one world is a
good thing if there is striving together for the faith
of the gospel. But if one church in one world ‘means
emptying the gospel of its saving truths, then it is bad
and should be shunned and opposed. -

PR '

Moral Courage

“And in nothmg terrified by your adversaries.” ' The
word terrified is used of frightened horses. The Chris-
tian is not to'be like a scared animal. "Moral ‘courage is
needed always and everywhere. Dr. Shields would. em-
phasize the importance of the backbone and he would
not think a string would do for'a backbone. True Chris-
tian courage when there is no visible means of protection,
the apostle says, is a token of ‘the perdition of the
opposition and of the salvation of the Chnstlan

The Twm Gifts

“For unto you it is given in the-behalf of Christ, not
only to believe on him,. but also to suffer for his sake.”
Faith in Christ and suffering for Christ are divine gifts.
Savmg faith is the gift of God and a fruit of the Spirit.
No sinner left to himself would ever in this world be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ. And with faith comes
suffering. Faith and suffering are twin gifts from God.
Real faith is not disturbed by the bombastic oratory of
a Bob Ingersoll or by the subtle reasonings of a Tom
Paine. True faith can go along with Paul when he says,.
. “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that
he is able to keep'that which I have committed unto him
agamst that day.” The faith that lets go of the gospel
in the day of adversity.and time of trial is not real
faith, It is not the faith of God’s elect. Suffering for

Christ is a precious gift but there are not many hands.

reaching out for it. To be. a martyr for.Jesus Christ is
a precious- privilege but it 'is not appreciated by very
many.
o II. -
The Second Admonition (2:1-5)
‘Now the second admonition is found in the second
chapter verses one to four. “If there be therefore any/

-~

consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fél- -

lowshrp of the Sp1r1t if any bowels and mercxes, Fulfil
ye my Joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love,
"being of one accord, of one mind.” This admonition. is
closely €onnected with what has gone before and gets
its colouring from what has been said about standing
united against the adversaries..
" have to suffer from the outside, for the sake of the gos-
pel; will need from their brethren all the things here
mentioned — consolation .or encouragement, solace or
comf-.:t, true spiritual fellowship, and all that pity and
compassion can -give. These rutual blessings are needed
at all times but especlally in times of persecutlon

" .The Christian Virtues

Before making his appeal Paul probes their hearts.
He questions their motives. He:appeals to their Chris-
tian experience. He uses the hypothetical if to enforce
positive affirmation. If there is any encouragement in
Christ, let it be known. If there is any comfort in love,
let it be given. And of course there is comfort in love.
Love is not hard and heartless. Love does not turn a
deaf ear to the cry of the needy. Love does not turn the’

cold shoulder to the weeping. Love is compassionate and

h ho -
The Philippians who . and pride, ugly twins of selfishness. It is selfishness that

~

.tender. If there is any fellowshlfp of the Spirit, let it be
manifested. All believers have been born of the Holy
Spirit and have been made to drink jnto one Spirit. This

- makes Christians. yokefellows and.comrades. The Holy
) When the,
-early church was filled with the Spirit they had all things.

Spirit does not divide the church of Christ.

vcommon and were of one mind and of one soul. If there
are any bowels and mercies, that is, if a 'Christian ex-
perience carries with it any pity and compassion, these
“are the things needed by suffering saints, so bestow these

blessings upon them. To sum up,- Paul is saying some-

thing like this: “Can you be a true Christian and turn
down my appeal? Can you have these Christian virtues
and refuse to do what_ I ask?’ He-wants these ‘Christian

virtues to be in full and healthful exercise towards one

‘another and- espec1a11y in view of their-present distréss

. when the enemy is about to come in hke a flood.

. The Appeal :

He now makes his appeal. “Fulfil ye my joy, by being
of the same.mind, showing mutual love, being of one
accord, and of one soul.”” He wants the. Philippians to be
‘knit together, like Jonathan and David, as one soul. In
Acts four thirty two we read, “And the multitude: of
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them that believed' were of one heart and: of one souk "_

The poet paraphrases if thus:

“The saints were of one heart and soul
‘And love to Christ inspired the whole.”

‘We talk about thé ties of flesh and blood but the tie of .

the blood of Jesus Christ ought to lbe stronger than any
fleshly and earthly tie.

It is a serious thing for Christians to be divided and to
have different views about the Bible and its external
truths. The Bible says the same thing to everybody and
everybody ought to agree on what it says. The Word of
God is objective truth not some subJectlve opinion. The
present divided condition of Christendom, is shockmg and
shows that Christianity in its popular sense is not Christ.
Al church members are not born of the Holy Spirit for
there is fellowship in the Spirit. Paul says to the Phil-
ippians, My joy will be full, my cup will run over if you

Philippians will be joined together in mutual love and

defense of the gospeI'
Hindrances to Unity

Now in verses three and four he gives some hindrances..

to unity and follows with some lLelps to unity There are
hindrances to unity on the one hand and there are helps
to unity on the other hand. “Let nothing be done through
strife or vainglory.” This means.to avoid party spirit

leads men to contend with one another. It is strife that
causes one to want to put another down: It is pride that
wants to put sélf on top. It ig pride that brings self
into prominence. Let nothing be done with strife and
vainglory. Strife and pride will wreck any church where
they -get a foothold. There can be no teamwork where
these two evils exist. Vainglory is what the self-seeker
gets when he succeeds. He gets glory but it is empty and
hollow and disappointing. For these two diseases the
apostle brings forth one remedy, humility or lowliness of
mind. .
Helps to Unity

After warning against hindrances to umty he now
gives helps to unity. “In lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves,”
has it, above themselves. Verses three and four should

~

or' as the Greek -
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not be separated by a period. Reading them together
the meaning is that. in humility each one should consider

- other above themselves, these each one not watching out
for their own things alone but also for the things of

others The pagans had no word for humility as an ethi-
cal concept. Christianity had to coin.this word humility

+ . as an ethical virtue. The pagan idea of manhood — and

that is the world’s idea of manhood today — is self-
assertlvenegs, imposing one’s will on another.. Humility
is a plant that can only grow in spiritual soil and the
ethical .idea of humility could not be grasped by the
pagan world_nor can it be grasped by the modern world
of our times. The IChristian idea is for each one to con-
sider the good of others first. In a community where
everybody looks up-to everybody nobody would -be looked
down on by anybody. Would that not be a wonderful com-
munity to live in ? This is New Testament ethics but
it is hard to find in the twentieth century, even in our
churches. Two students once sat on opposite sides of
the dining table and on the table before them and be-
tween them was a dish with two pieces of chicken on it,

.a neck and a thigh, And when one of them ‘took: the

thl'gh the other exclaimed, “You selfish thing! I was

going to take that piece!” Now Paul is urging a-

reversal of that sort of thing. The reversal of that is
Christian ethics. He wants us to urge the other to take
the thigh. Paul is not talking about brains, talents -and
ability. He is not saying to us as Christiahs to consider
every other -person just because he is a Christian as
having more brains or more ability than we havé. That
is not the idea in the passage before us. The idea is
that we are not to consider our own .interests but put
ourselves at the bottom of the list and others.above us.

The Supreme Example of Humility (2:5-11)
Now in verses five to eleven he gives us Christ as the
supreme example of humility. JIt is said that one example

is worth a dozen rules. Christ is the supreme example’
.of what the apostle is exhorting unto. He'came not to-

consider Himself but others. 'He canie not to be min-
istered unto but to mlmster and to give His life a ransom
for many. Humility is voluntary self descent, self abase- -
ment. Christ was no conscript., He voluntarily descended
from the hlghest heights of glory to the lowest depths

- of woe out of con31deratlon for us in our desperate need’

of salvation. From where He was to where He went was
the distance from heaven to hell.. He gave up sovereignty
with all its attendant glory to become a Servant with all
its hardships and shame. His voluntary descenrt was from
‘Sovereign“to Slave.

The True Kenosis Doctrine

Now these verses before us have been the subject of
much debate and bitter contention. In becoming human
in order to redeem men just what did Christ give up, of
what did He empty Himself? He emptied Himself of
somethmg There is-a true kenosis doctrine. Now we
can be sure of one thing. He did not divest Himself of
deity. He did not empty Himself of Himself. He did not
empty Himself of the divine essence. .We can be sure of
that. In essence.of being He remained Himself, Nor did
He- surrender any or ‘all of the divineé attributes. He
remained the eternal God in the divine essence and in
the divine attributes, the same yesterday, and today, and
forever The Lord Jesus Christ was as truly God while
on” earth as He was when He made the worlds. The

.Scriptures tell us that He was God manifest in the flesh.

The scriptures tell us that the fullness of the Godhead
dwelt in Him bodily. He Himself said, “He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father.” The doctrine of the
immutability of ‘God is sufficient to refute all the argu-'--
ments that He ceased to be God or that He gave up any
of His attributes. The eternal logos was of the divine
essence and as such is indivisble and indestructible. If
Christ had surrendered His deity then God would have
ceased to be ‘God for He was the second petrson in the
divine essence, second member of the Godhead. If He
had surrendered any single attribute, God would have
been destroyed for it requires all -the attributes.of God

for Him to be God. Looking over some old notes that - .

I prepared years ago I found. this statement: “Christ
gave up the independent and unlimited exercises of the
divine attributes.” He .retained all the attributes of
deity but He exercised them in a limited way arid under
the will'of God. As a perfect Man He had no will of His
own, He had no word of His own, He had no work of
-His own. As the perfect, Man He did the Father’s will
and He spoke the Father’s word and performed the work
that the Father committed unto Him to do. As the per-
fect Man He was absolutely obedient urito death, even
the death of the cross. (Christ had all the power of God
but He never used it independently and without limita-
tions. Christ retained all the powers of deity but He
surrendered the prerogativesg of deity for our sakes, He
had all the power of God but He never used it for Him-
self. He went hungry but fed the multitudes. He' be-
came poor to make others rich, Christ laid aside His
heavenly glory. He retained it but He rarely manifested °
it. In John seventeen five He prays for the restoration
of the glory that He had with the Father before the world
was. On rare occasions He manifésted the divine glory.
John says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory).” Again at Cana
of '‘Galilee He manifested forth His glory and His dis-
ciples believed on Him. Luke speaking of the trans-
_figuration scene said that He appeared in glory, and
“spoke of His death. Again there was a flash of His
deity when the soldiers came to the garden to arrest
Him. At a word from His lips these supposedly cour-
ageous men fell to the ground in fright. But most of
the time of His earthly sojourn He was made a spectacle
of shame. He was a man .of sorrows and acquamted with
grief.
Self-Renunciation for the Sake of Others

The key passage in understanding these verses is the
verse that says “Not looking each of you to his own
things but each of you also to the things of others”.
(R.V.). This self-renunciation for the sake of others
finds its supreme exemplification in Christ. While exist-
ing in the form of God with all the attributes of deity
He came to this world not to frighten sinners with the
flash of His glory but to give Himself up for us in a“’
shameful death. Yes, He considered not Himself but He
considered us. .
Christ Suffered as a Person

In-the incarnation Christ did not empty Himself of His
divine nature but assumed a human nature. He became
what He was not before but lost nothing of what He had
been. He became the God-Man, not two persons, but two
natures in the one person. Now iIChrist suffered as a
. person, not as a nature. Here is another disputed point

“in theology. Did.the divine nature suffer on Calvary or

did only the human-nature of Christ suffer? That misses

~




12 (604)

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE -

. January 5, 1956

-3

the point by thinking of the suffering of a nature in-
stead of the suffering of a person. His person consisted
of the nature of God and the nature of man and the
'God-Man suffered. His deity was needed in making
atonement. He did not make atonement only as a man
but as the God-Man. I agree with Luther who said, “If

I permit myself to be persuaded that only the human
nature has suffered for-me, then Christ is to me a poor
saviour.” It was not the Lord Jesus ‘Christ as a man
who saved us. It was the Lord Jesus Christ as the God-
Man. It took His deity to make atonement for sinners.
Those who have only the human ‘Christ on the cross do
away with the efficacy of the cross. Christ suffered as
a person and His person must not be divided at Calvary
It was by virtue of. His being made God manifest m the
flesh that He could make atonement¥or us.

What Christ Left Behind in His Exaltation

‘Now we will have to hurry to a conclusion with just
another word or so. What was dropped in His exalta-
tion? What did He leave behind when He left earth for

- glory. It was not His human nature. He is still the God-

‘Man and will never be anything else but the God-Man.
He left the-Slave’s form when He left earth to go back
home 10 glory. When the Slave’s work was done His
human nature entered upon the full and un}imited use.
of the divine attributés. His sufferings are over and
His glory follows: ) '

“Man of sorrows, What a name
. For the Son of God, Who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim! .

AMONG THE CHURCHES

NEWS ‘OF OUR SECRETARY-

The Seeretary of The Conservative Regular Baptist Asso-
ciation of.Canada is Rev. B. R. Oatley-Willis. Although he
has been in this position for only two months, he has entered
the work with great zest and consecration. Just one week
before Christmas, he received word that he had to enter
Weston Sanitorium immediately for chest exammatlon and
treatment. This news came as a great surpnse for him, his
family and his many friends. °

Word has been received that all reports indjcate that the
disease has been" detected in its earliest stage and hence his
confmement should not ‘be for too long. ‘We ask that our
readers join in prayer .that he may be quickly restored to
. carry on this important phase of the Lord’s work.

] A .

TIDINGS FROM MITCHELL SQUARE
“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and did

let néne of his words fall to the ground!

“And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that
Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord.”

(1Sam. 3:19, 20).
December 8th, 1955

It is our endeavour at Mitchell Square Baptist Church
to make known the wonderful works of the Lord so that
“from Orillia to Barrle ‘Ontario, people will know that
God thas establishéd His work at Mitchell Square.”

" During the past summer -months every Friday evening
we gathered approximately 25-80 children for Happy
Hour. During these meetings several children responded
to the call of the Lord. Ome boy about 8 years of age
came to the front of the church at the conclusion of one
- of the services and said very seriously, “I would like to

take Jesus as my Saviour” — truly a soul winner's un- -

speakably precious reward. One of our young .girls had
the-heavenly privilege of leading another girl to Christ,.

I just wish you could be present at our prayer meet-

ings and hear the young ones talking to God in prayer.

with the older people.

‘An elderly man was “accepted in the Beloved”. Truly
the Lord is: longsuffering to usward. Praise Him.
* During evangelistic and revival services last June
which were coriducted by Evangelist Dr. Luther A. Horn,
a Southern Baptist, at least five responded to the call of
surrendering all to their Saviour. -Three precious. young
people have indicated  their desire to join with "us in
His holy service at Mitchell Square Baptist Church.

Our praise is to ‘God which always causeth us to

Hallelujah! What a Saviour!”.

WIITH THE SECRETARY

triumph in ‘Christ over the strategems of Satan.
As we look back through the months of the past year
we can only acknowledge that we are more unprofitable

.servants. Nevertheless the foundation of 'God standeth

sure and therefore purpose to make our lives truly count -

.for the Lord Jesus.

“For Iby strength shall no man prevail.” (1 Sam. 2:9).
“But by my Spirit saith the Lord.” (Zech. 4:6). _Amen.

NORMAN DIAMOND
Mlt/chell 'Square Baptist Church.

BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH, HARRISTON

It is with praise in our hearts that we take this oppor-
tunity to make known the grace of God toward our
Church in recent months.

Led, as we believe by. the Holy Spirit, the Bethany
Baq)tist Church continues to be a separated testimony,
and rejoices that He has given us opportunity.to dis-
tribute a copy of the tract “Whither Bound?” to every
home in oidr town. Far from having the harmful effect
upon our Church which some persons predacted we re-
joice to report to the glory of God that: -

(1) ‘Our Bible iSchool has more than doubled the num-
ber of attendants.

(2) Seven persons have been added to our local Church,
four by let‘ter _one by experience, and two by 'baptlsm

(3) One person has been baptized who has’ not yet
been added to the Church.

(4) One man is to be baptized next Lord’s Day

I(5) In addition to the above, seven persons have pro-
fessed to receive (Christ as 'Saviour, apart from fifteen -
other professions in the Bible School. o

(6) Congregations have.increased, and while this in-
crease is more noticeable in the morning service, we are
encouraged to believe that the evening meeting will soon
be well attended. .

J oyfully we declare that “God hath done it, and not we
ourselves.” The instructions are written in His Word,
and, as always, He is faithful Who promised. We
preached the Gospel and He was with us. Praise Him
Who is the Fount of every blessing! \We begin the New
Year believing that what we have witnessed is the be-
ginning of a mighty movement of the Blessed Holy Spirit,
and more determined than ever to ]

“Preach and pray and plulg away'" '
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To this end we have instituted a visitation program, extra
prayer, and the public ascription of praise and thanks to
g}od at the meetings of the Church. :
. “Praise 'God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all ecreatures here below:
‘Praise Him- above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Sincerely, in thg Lord Jesus,
B. W. ROWLANDSON, Pastor

TFhe Editon s (ornon

Theé Gospel Witness Sermon

The sermons. which appear weekly in THE GOSPEL WIT-
NESS have never-before appeared in print. Some seem to
be under the impression that we are simply repeating
sermons that Dr. Shields preached and used in this paper
in the past. This is not the case, for we have in our files
enough of- the hitherto unprinted sermons. of the late
Editor to print one per week for many more years.

A Sermon by Dr. Slade !

Numbers of readers have written to ask that we
print some of the sermons of the present Pastor,
Dr, H. C. Slade. After considerable persuasion, Dr.
Slade has consented to have some printed occagion-
ally. The first one will appear in next week’s issue
of THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS. Readers will detect that
the same great truths which were expounded by
Dr. Shields are el{iphasize'd in the present ministry.

The Editor's Annual Letter RN

It is-hard to believe that another GOSPEL WITNESS year
is nearly finished. March 31st will mark the completion

of the thlrty-fourth year of publication. During the past.

thirty-three yeats the Founder, Dr. Shields, also served
as Editor, and each -year he sent out a letter to the
family. It is.now the task of the present Editor to address
the host of readers in this way, and to present the needs
and challenge of the paper. Let all our readers be in
prayer that the Annual Letter may be greatly blessed of
the Lord.
“The Doctrines of Grace”
The first volume in THE DR. T. T. SHIELDS’
MEMORIAL LIBRARY would not be described as
popular” book in the sense that it is light and
frothy It has, however, appealedl to that part of
the Christian public which is interested in learnmg
more of the doctrines of grace. The sale is con-
sistently good, and numbers of books have been
sold through other Christian retail outlets. Favour-
able and commendatory reviews have appeared in
other periodicals. We look to a large -sale through
the years as more Christians learn of this reliable,
scriptural, exposition of the fundamental truths of
the Word of ‘God, If you do not have one, order it
to-day Includé an order for ‘your Pastor. The cost
is $2.560 per volume.

Sunday School Lesson Topics for 1956

These lesson topics have been printed on a small neat
card to fit into one’s Bible. The cost of these cards is
sixty cehts per hundred. They may be obtained from
THE GOSPEL WITNESS office. -

ARE YOU THINKING OF FULL-TIME '
GOSPEL WORK?

Among the thousands of rea‘deré who §can the pai;es

. of this issue, there_are probably some who have heard

the call of the Lord to full-time service. Others, perhaps,
know young people who are contemplating training for
the ministry, the mission field, or other Christian work.
It is surely a great decision that one is called upon to
make in thinking of a suitable place of training. Such
decision.should be made in the light of the Word of God.

'There are many schools and institutions that make

_attractive appeals through colorful advertising, and de-

tailed description of the admirable facilities at their dis-
posal. Not for one moment would we seek to disparage
all such schools or the work they are doing. One insti-

. tution, however, that makes an appeal on the basis of its

adherence to the Word of God, is Toronto Baptist Sem-
inary. Unhesitatingly we commend this school of the
prophets to any young person, for surely the great con-

.. sideration of any aspiring servant of God is the attitude

of his-prospective place of training to the revealed coun-,
sel of the Lord.

Is it too early in the year to 'be (.onrﬂd.ermg a place
of training? No; we invite your early inquiry, and will
send you ‘the desxred information by return mail.

Send all communications to Toronto Baptist : Semmary,
337 Jarvis _Street Toronto 2, Ontarlo

THE PAST WEEK'IN JARVIS STREET -

|The week which falls between Christmas Day and
New Year’s Day. was a busy one for the people of Jarvis
Street Baptist Church. 'Without exception, the regular
meetings were held as usual. On Tuesday night the
Sunday ‘School teachers and officers met for their weekly
session. On Thursday there was another family carol
service with a '‘good number in attendance. Then on
‘Saturday evening the weekly prayer meeting was' held.

iOn Sunday the pastor preached at both services. In
the evening his sermon was “The Unchangeable Christ”. -
(This sermon will be printed in next week’s issue of
THE GOSPEL WITNESS). The Lord blessed -His Word
during the day and one- scholar publicly acknowledged
faith in Christ.

IOn Monday, January 2, the great New Year’s morning
prayer and praise meeting was held. A large assembly
gathered.in Greenway :Chapel at 10.30 a.m. and remained
there for three hours. There was very little singing for
most of the time was spent in prayer and testimony. The
presence of the Lord was a reality as His people gathered
to commit themselves afresh td Him. Dr. Slade an-
nounced that the motto for the year would be: “I can do
all things through 'Christ which strengthenth me.”
(Phil. 4:18). '

All were 1mpressed by the testlmony of Mrs. C, J.-
Holman who spoke of her conversion 77 years ago and of
the fact that she had not missed a New Year’s Meeting
at Jarvis Street for 62 years. Her testimony was one of
praise to ‘God for all His benefits during her pilgrimage.
Others, too, spoke of His faithfulness and His hand of .
blessing during 1955. .

Greetings were received from Highgate Road Baptist
Church, London, England, and its pastor, Dr. John Wil-
mot. From Nimes, France, came the hearty greeting of

Dr. Robert Dubarry and the church there.
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Tr|a| of Godless Worldlyman SRR

By C. A. Davis

)
CHANCED one day to enter the Court of Consclence
- where I witnessed the trial of a notorious rprxsoner
Godless Worldlyman.- The court was occupied in every
corner with a crowd of thoughts and”memories, who
looked on and approved or condemned as the trial pro-
. .ceeded. (Rom. 11:15). The judge was there seated on

the bench; at the table before him sat the recorder and |

‘the rpleader Emmanuel; on either side were ranged tlie

officers of the court. Conv1ctlon had charge of the pris- -

..oner, ‘and the executioner Justice stood sword in hand.
. Worldlyman being placed at the bar the clerk read the
‘indictment, to the effect that the prisoner had broken the
. laws of the king, had withdrawn'himself from his ser-
v1ce, entertained the king's enemies, and .had induced
others to do the like. The prisoner pleaded not guilty;

and the judge ordered thatd:he w1tnesses should be called.

First came those ‘on the prisoner’s side.. leghtheart
stepped into the bogc and said the pr1soner was an ex-
cellent and harmless man, had committed neither theft

_nor murder, had never done harm to anyoné, and was.

- acknowledged to wear a respectable character; that his
. motto had been a short life and"a merry one, that every
‘one must sow his wild oats, and no sensxble man wou]d
condemn a little harmless mirth.

Lightheart stepped down and the next w1tness was -
He said, as to the.

called. His name was Neverprofeqs
charge against the prisoner of having thrown off his
allegiance to the king, it was beside the mark, ‘for he
had-never made any profession of allegiance; he did not
see how he could-be blamed for not doing what he never
- professed to do. ‘The judge remarked thst this only made
the prisoner’s guilt the greater.

The next witness was ‘Longface, whose evidence was

" to the efféct that the prisoner lived in Hypocrite Alley,

‘not many doors from himself: that he was a good man,
never known to smile; had-always been grave, demure,
solemn; and the man who -could pick a hole in his char-
acter must be.of a thankless disposition indeed. The
judge said this witness and Lightheart did.not agree, and
that a gloomy manner did not make a good man.

‘Formalist was the next witness. The prisoner was
well known to him; he had-always been regular in church-
going, he went through the mud, he closed his eyes dur-
ing prayer. He read a chapter every day, he never went
to bed without first kneeling, and when he rose he knelt
again unless he had overslept himself. . A"man so re-

. ligious he was sure could never be proved guilty of the .
.that sinneth, it shall die.

_chargeés laid against him. The judge said, “They -draw
near to me w1th their lips, but their heart is far from
me.”

The next w1tness was named Chanty ‘He te§t1f1ed
that Worldlyman had sbeen known to 'give his old boots
and cast-off clothes to the poor, that his name might be
seen in large letters in-many subscription lists, and he
believed that though he had acted imprudently in a few
trifling matters, as they said, the judge would in con-
.sideration. of his charitable disposition, and remembering
that charity covers a multitude of sins, acquit him. To

. which the judge said, “‘Charity. hides from a man the
- faults of his friend, but almsgiving does not conceal a

man ’s sins from God n

* Emmanuel rose, and: said, “Stay thy sword.”

The witnesses on the other side were then called. The-

"first- Homepiety who -had. nothmg ‘good. to say of the

prisoner. Formalist,®said he, had described him as a
demure and saintly man, but this was the mask he wore
abroad; at home 'the mask. was laid aside. It was said
of him that he was a saint abroad and a devil at home,
and this was true, He had constantly broken the fifth
commandment. . -

Honest came next. He said the prisoner was accus-
tomed. to charge more than the true value for his goods,
that he was always ready to take -an unjust advantage,
that his welghts and measures were false, 3o that though
he might never have picked pockets and prowled as a rob-
ber, he. was gullty of breaking-the elghth law of .the
king.

Next Hatenot was called. He said the prisoner had
indulged in hatred and malevolent passions, that he had
wished those who displeased him dead and lying in the
grave, and this came 'under sentence of the law book.
“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.” =~ >

Holyday next appeared and said, that the' choicest
means of grace had been misused by the prlsoner, that
he had considered God’s worship a” weariness and had
snuffed at it, that he had abused the gospel had made
holy things an occasion of more sin, and had broken thus
the fourth commandment. -

Purespeech bore witness ‘that the prisoner had indulged
in blasphemy, 'in cursing and swearing, and in taking
'God’s name in vain, for all whlch he would not be held
guiltless.

iICleanheart said’ he had- fostered 1mpure imaginations,.

‘and though he- ‘ventured not upon the sins themselves,

yet the delighting in this impurity of heart was -the
breach of the seventh commandment.

Last came Love-God. He said, “My Lord, had the
prisoner beén innocent of these things he could not be

‘acquitted; for the’ first and- great commandment has

never been fulfilled by him. ‘Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart and with all thy mind and
with all rbhy goul'and with all thy strength.’”

The prisoner was asked if he had anything to say. He
blushed and wépt, and when he could control his grief
he cried with sighs: “My Lord, I.am guilty. Every word
of the accusation is true, and mmore. T have broken the
laws and rebelled against God.” I am undone and deserve
to die; but, O' my Lord, mercy! I cry mercy.”

“The ]udge assumed the black. cap, and said, “The soul

Justice, take the prisoner.”
. ‘When Justice laid hold of the prisoner, the pleader
He turned
to the judge, and said, “Pity. the prisoner and spare him.”
The judge replied, “The law knows no plty Emmanuel
spoke again: “My Father the prisoner is thy creature,
made in ‘thine image, my heart yearns towards him. I
cannot see him die. Let the sword of Justice enter into
my soul. I will die ‘for the sinner; my hfe shall go, “for
his.” -

The Court was struck with deep sﬂence The prisoner
stood amazed, his eyes riveted on the prince, forhe could
see no one else. The rest looked at the judge, wondermg
what course things would now take




January 5, 1956 -

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTAI&T' ADVOCATE

(607) ‘15

The judge rose and addressed the prisoner. “Since
thou art tried and found guilty, sentence is passed on
thee: but the ‘Son has offered his life for thxne Be it so.
I accept the substitute. Die, O Emmanuel ‘and thou,
O sinner, live.”

A burst of emotxon sounded through the Court /The
divine prince rose and delivered himself to fthe execu-
tioner, and was led to death.

As for the prisoner, I have since heard that he is a
new man, that he can think of none but Emmanuel, that

" he often weeps in secret at the memory of him, and
that there is not 2 man on earth who has so great a love,
-as he for the prince who bled and died on his behalf

And I 2m not surprlsed .
) —The Sword and T'rowel

' For ’I/ounq_m Roddons

DON FINDS A NEW BOOK '

By Martha Inez Johnson

“But these are written, that ye mlght believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the 'Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his
name” (John 20:81).

. Don watched Jerry as he took from his desk a big

" black leather-bound book. Don had mever before seen

a book like that. He wondered what Jerry-was doing
with it. He was sure Jerry hadn't taken it from the

library. He was very curious. Jerry was reading very -

intently. He read a little while and then he looked up
and stared ahead of him. 'Then he bent his head to read
again.

1At recess time Don walked over to Jerry, and takked

to him. “Say, what was the book you were reading this -

morning when you finished your arithmetic?”

“That was my Bible. ' We are learning four verses
each week for Sunday school, and when Miss Kent said
we could read anything we liked when our work was
finished, I thought I'd memorize my verses.”

Don was puzzled. He never went to Sunday school
He didn’t even know what it was. Mother and Daddy
were circus people and they mever stayed very long in
one town He had never seen a Bible before.

. “What kind of book is it?” he asked J erry.
Jerry opened his eyes wide. “You mean you don’t

_know what’s in the Bible ?”” he exclaimed.

“Oh, T've heard kids say you swear on a stack of

" Bibles, and T know ‘a Bible is the Book a minister reads.

from, but I've never been to church. My folks don’t go.
They mever have time. T 'didn’t know just anyone could

_have a Bible. What’s it about?’ -

, Jerry replied, “Oh, it’s all about God and how He
created the world and what happened to His people.
That’s in the Old Testament. In the New Testament it
tells mostly about Jesus. "It tells how He was born and
what He did when, He grew up. And of course it tells
how He died for us and rose ag'a'm from the dead. Then
it tells about Paul and his missionary Journeys It tells
you how you ought to live.”

Don listened eagerly. “It does?’ he asked. “It does?
And no one told me about it? No one told Dad and
Mother? Well, téll me more. You said, ‘Jesus died for
us.’ He didn’t die for me, did-He?” :

“Of coursé He did! He died so you could be God’s.
child and go to heaven when you die. One of the verses
I am learning is John 3:16, ‘For God so loved the world’
that means you, Don ‘that whosoever’ you again, Don
‘believeth in him should not perish, but have e\'rerlas-tin-g
life’.”

“Well, T know that I've done rthmgs that are wrong.
People in the circuis like Dad swear, "you know ? Can
Jesus help me?” :

“*Of course he can!” Jerry answered. -

Don suddenly felt very happy and he-said eagerly to
Jerry, “Oh, Jerry, where can I get a Book like that"
Iwant to read it so I can believe on Him too.”

“Come to my house after school, Don. Mother can
tell you more about -the Bible than.I can. Believing in
the Bible and belonging to the Lord Jesus really makes,
a fellow happy, Don.- T’m glad 1 brought my Bible to
school today.” - : : :

Don nodded happily. “So.am I!”

| | . —Christian Youth

Bible 5chool ~I.q\zss'nm Ouiline
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OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

JESUS REJECTED IN THE NAZARETH SYNAGOGUE

Lesson Text: Luke 4:16-30.

Golden Text: “And he said, Veniy 1 say unto you, No prop'het
is accepted in his ownr country —Luke 4:24.

I. The Gracious Words of Christ: verses 16-22.

The village of Nazareth was chosen by the Lord to be the
home of the Saviour; here He spent His early days -(Matt.
2:23; Luke 2:39, 51). Later, Capernaum became the centre

of His actlwtles (Matt. 4:13). Two visits to Nazareth are
recorded a8 having taken place after IChrist commenced His
public ministry; this one and. a subsequent one (Matt. 13:54-
58; Mark 6:1-6). On-both occasions He was rejected be-
cause of the unbelief of the people.

‘Christ went into the synagogue on_the sabbath day, °
his custom was”. Wi are not to forsake the public asse'mbly
of the saints, “as the manner of some is” (Acts 16:13; Heb.
10:25). The Lord’s Day is to be observed as a holy day of
worship, rest and meditation.

It was the custom in the synagogues to permlt visitors to
read from the sacred serolls of the Scripture and to speak
to the congregation. On this occasion the scroll containing
the Book of Isaiah was handed to the Saviour. How many
passages in that wonderful book of prophecy the Saviour
might have cited as referring to IHmself ! He chose a pass-
age (Isa. 61:1, 2) which should have convinced the people
lﬁha}r:eﬁ{e was mdeed the Messla.h for whose coming they had
wai

The !Spirit of the Lord rested upon Hlm in a mighty way
(Luke 3:22; 4:1, 14). He was Himself ‘the -Anointed’ One,
the Messmh sent z{ the Father to preach the Gospel; and
not merely to P the good tidings of salvation, ibu‘l: also
through His spotless life- as Son of Man and His vicarious
death as the Son of God to make salvation from sin possible.
‘His ministry was to be one of relief and merey to all man-
kind; He came to bring spiritual healing, dehverance and
llght, as illustrated by the miracles He performed in the
physical realm. On ! véry day fthe Scriptures read in
their hea.rmg were being fulfilled. .

Christ was indeed proclaiming “the acceptable year .of the
Lord,” the era of grace during which itime =all who will be-
heve may come and be accepted: on the ground of the re-
demptive work of Christ (2 Cor..6:2). 'Our Saviour did not
quote the second portion of the passa:ge in Isaiah (Isa. 61:2),
“the day of vengeance of our God”, since that part of the

prophecy refers.not to the day of grace but to the day of

‘wrath and judgment, not-to the Lord’s first adven't lbu.t to
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His second advent, when all who have not received Him as
Saviour must meet "Him as Judge.

Doubtless the symagogue in Nazareth was crowded on
that day (verse 14), and it is not surprising that every eye
should be fastened upon Him as He read ithe ‘Scriptures con-
cerning Himself (!Luke 24:27, 82, 44, 45). What an oppor-
‘tunity the worshippers in Nazare‘vh were afforded that day!
And yet, since the Word of 'God is living and powerful, and
since the Holy Spirit, the Author of the Word, is ever ready
_to illuminate the sacred page and to inspire our hearts, we,
too, may listen to the Gospel message as.it eomes to us
directly from the Lord (Neh. 8:8; Acts 10:33; 1 'I‘hess 1:5;
2:13; 1 Pet. 1:25).

The people wondered at the gracious words, or the words
of grace, which Christ was uttering. But _they looked upon
Him with natural eyes, and saw no beauty in Him (Isa. 53:2;
Matt. 18:55-58). ‘Their minds' and heart8 were pre;udmed
against. Him. They were looking for the Messiah to come in
glorious power and majesty, while He was reading of Him-
self as the lowly servant of Jehovah. .

JII. The Evil Actions of the People: verses 23-30.

The objections of the .people to the reading and ‘to ﬂhe_

application were two-fold. First, they implied that He Him-

“self was in need, hence without power to act as a prophet.
He 'seemed to fbe as a physician who is himself ill. More-
over, He was to them none other than ‘the Jesus of Nazareth
whom _they knew and who had lived in their midst (Matt.
"13:55; John 1:45, 46). 'Secondly, they said that He was
offermg no proof of His claims. Let Him demonstrate His
power, if He had any, as He was reported to have done in
Capernaum (verse 14 Matt. 12 :38, 39; John 2:18).

The very persons who should ha.ve fbeen the first to believe
upon Christ were among the first to reject His message and
to repudiate His Divine claims; ‘“He came unto his own, but
his own received him not” (John 1:11).
Lord was in their midst, but. their eyes were blinded lby their
unbelief (Matt. 13:14, 15).

As the people of Nazareth were failing to profit by the

A prophet of the ,

mlms'try of the Savhour, so did the majority im Israel pass
up the. opportumty of blessing in the days of Elijah the
Prophet, when just the one widow who recognized him as
the man of God cared for him and received her only son
restored to life, after he had died (1, Kings 17:8-24). In
like manner the many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha
the Prophet remained in their hopeless condition, whereas
only one had faith to believe the Word of -God as conveyed
to them through the prophet (2 Kings 5:1-14).

In ‘anger because Christ numbered Himself among the

. prophets. and 'His hearers among the prophet-rejectors, the

audience rose up out of the synagogue and drove Him
through the streets to the brow of the cliff to cast Him
down. But His hour had not yet come, and He escaped zfrom
their hands (John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20).

Let the tragedy of Nazareth be a warning to all /in our
day who refuse to accept the Saviour: ‘How solemn and
serious it is to reject the message of God (Heb. 2:1-3)! The
Lord in mercy offers pardon and peace to sinful men, but so
few will hearken to His gracious offer. Unge the scholars
to accept with humility and gratitude the loving call of the
Saviour (Isa. 55:1-3; Matt. 11:28-30; Rev. 3:20; 22:17).

Daily Bible Readings o
Dec. 9—Boyhood of Christ-at Naza.re'th ............ iLuke 2:39-52

Dec. 10—Philip and Jesus of Nazareth -........... John 1:43-51
Dec. 11—A Second Visit to Nazareth ............... Matt. 13:54-58
Dec. 12—Jesus of Nazareth Passeth By ......... Luke 18:35-43
Dec. 13— Christ Rejected by His Own ... John 1:9-14

Dec. 14—Christ Rejected by His Brethren ............ John 7:1-13
Dec. 15:—Christ-the Prophet Received
Suggested Hymns -
‘What mean this eager, anxious throng ?
'Sweet is the work.
‘Sinners Jesus will receive.
Pleasant are Thy courts above.
How pleased and blest was I!
Aimost persuaded. 7
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